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On 4-20-68, MSLBA MARIE RYAN was interviewed at
the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, Quincy, X1l.

N~

MELBA MARIE RYAN furnished the following information

.to SA ELYON H, DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T. SULLIVAN:

MELBA MARIE RYAN advised that she is ‘the sister
of JAMES EARL RAY and identified a photograph of JAMES EARL

. RAY, FBI #306 443 A, mated to Missouri Department of

Correctlons on 3-17-66, as her brother. She advised that

. she had only seen her brother JAMES EARL RAY three or four

times during her life time and that she has spent a considerable
amount of her life in mental hospitals. She stated that she
has been in the Jacksonville State Hospital, Jacksonville,

Ill., on three occasions,

RYAN advised that she has beern living 2t ‘the
Virginia Hotel since December, 1967, and has had no contact
with JAMES. EARL RAY since his escapo from the Missouri State
Penitentiary.

She advised that she last saw JAMES EARL RAY around

]1959 when he was 1living-in St, Louis, Missouri, at a boarding

house operated by their .mother, LUCILE RYAN. She advised that

- she was staying with her mother, LUCILE RYAN at' that -time and

that JAMES EARL RAY stayed wzth them for approximately six
months, %
AN
She advised that she has never received a letter
from JAMES EARL RAY in her life and had no idea as to his

" present. whereabouts.

®
[l

She advised that her mother is presently- .deceased
and that her father is approximately 70 years of age. She
stated that he was living in Missouri; however, she stated
that she hag talked to hzm on the previous night on the
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i She advised that she had moved to Quincy, Illxnoxs,
! with her mother and father approximately 1948 when she was 10
years of age,
She stated around 1953 hexr father had left the
‘ family and that her mother had, at that time, '"put several
! menbers of the family out for adoption'!, and the fanily.had
f not been very’ close since that period of -time, .
1 ’ ;
E The following physical description of MELBA MARIE
i RYAN Wwas obtained during the interview:
I
4 -
! Race White
i Sex ' Fenale
it Date of Birth 9-16-38
k Place of Birth ' . Ewing, Missourd
[ Height 5'53n
i; Weight ) -+ 165 pounds
H Build Stout
g, Hair Brown
I Eyes Blue -
i . Conmplexion Mediun
! Occupatlon None
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On 4-21-68, the flles of the Quincy, Illinois,
Police Department, were checked and revealed the following
arrest record for MELBA MARIE RYAN, date of blrth 9-16-~38
at Ewing, Missouri:

DATE CHARGE " DISPOSITION
3-12-63 Mental Case . Released without
- Charge
2-13-66 . Drunk ~ $10.00 and Costs
4.24-66 . Intoxication $10,.00 and Cqsts

12-14-66 - Drunk | DisQissed

12-14-66 Disorderly Conduct Dismissed

[ 12-30-67 Drunk $10.00 and Costs

8-22-.67 - brunk | $15.99 and Costs

9..18-67 R brunk . Disnmissed o '

9-18-67“ .,'Interferlng with_ -Dismisséé K
an,Officer -

9-18-67 Criminal damage 3 20_days in County
‘to property Jail

The following physical description of 'MELBA MARXE.
RYAN was obtained from the Quiney, Xllinois, PD, as furnished
by Captaxn HAROLD HUVSAKER of that Departnent' .
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Place of Birth:

Ewin g, Missouri

Height 5154n

Weight 165 pounds

Build S tout

Haix Brown

Eyes Blue

Conmplexion Mediumn .

Occupation On welfare subsistence
FBI # 33 271 C

A review of the records of the Ouzncy Police Department
also showed a record for JOHNNY RAY, aka JOHN LARRY, RAY and
JOHN L, RAYNS and JACK RAYNS, This file showed JOHNNY RAY's
date of birth to be 2 11-31, home address 214 Spring Street,
hair brown.

The record showed he was 5'10" and weighed 160

pounds. The f£ile contzined the following arrests:
DATE CHARGE DISPOSITION
4-7-53 Larcent of an Illinois State
Autonobile Penitentiary, 5 -~ 10
, years
2-18-60 Fictitious license $10.00 and costs
~ e .
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The following investigation was conducted by SA

‘ELYON H, DAVIS: o

. On April 23, 1968, SAMUEL EDVARD HARPER, Desk
Clerk, Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois, advised that
-MELBA MARIE RYAN, sister of JAMES EARL RAY, is still re- ..
siding at that hotel. HARPER advised that very definitely
RAY has not contacted anyone at the Virginia Hotel and that
"complete cooperation will be given the ¥BI in the matter
concerning RAY by individuals connected with the Virginia
Hotel, HARPER advised that he is ceyxrtain WALTER TERRY
RIFE has not had any contact with RAY anytime during the
past several years. .
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On May 1, 1968 and May 3, 1968, MELBA MARIE RYAN,.
Virginia Hotel, 234 Noxrth Second Street, Quincy, Xllinois,
was re-interviewed by SA ELYON H. DAVIS. On each occasion,
MELBA RYAN advised that she had no further information
concerning the activities and whereabouts of hexr brother
JAMES EARL RAY. She also advised that she had no further
infornation of value concexning any member of the family.
She stated that she had been in contact with hexr father
residing at Center, Missouri as well as hér father's
ex-wife RUBY CARPENTER who lived in Quincy, Xllinois, She
stated she had also contacted MABEL FULLER who resides in
Quincy, Illinois and all of these individuals disclaim
any knowledge of the whereabouts or activites of her brother
JAMES EARL RAY. She stated that she felt that all menmbers
of the family that she had contacted would cooperate in
attenpting to locate RAY and that she would furnish any
information that came to hexr attention concerning any of
his activities,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following investigation was conducted by'
SA ELYON H. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois.

‘Daily surveilances were conducted on a spot
basis by SA ELYON H. DAVIS and SA MACK OLIVER at the
Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois, where MELBA MARIE
RYAN, sister of JAMES EARL RAY resides,

On May 10, 1968, Detective DONALD CAPPS,
Quincy, Xllinois Police Department, advised that Detec-
tives of that Police Departnent daily and nightly check
the Virginia Hotel. He advised that all menmbers of the
Quincy Police Department and especially the Quincy, I1l-
inois Detective Bureau carxry photographs of JAMES FARL
RAY and if any information is developed concerning MELBA
MARYE RYAN having visitors at the Virginia Hotel, this
information will be immediately furnished to the FBI.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
WILLIAM ROBERTS, IXIXI: )

On April 20, 1968, Father JAMES BRINKS, St. Aloysius

~Church, Springfield, Illinois, telephonically contacted ‘the
"Springfield Division and advised he had known subject's

sister, SUE since she was a child, and in an eiffort to help
locate and interview her, he advised he was in possession of
a newspaper article of April, 1967, in the Chicago "Tribune"
regarding SUE, which showed her to be going under the name
LEE RILEY and to be working as a go-go dancer in -the Bourbon
Street Club at 936 Rush Street, Chicago, Illinois,

'
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The followxng 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by SA
MACK W. OLIVER, Jr.

At Quincy, JXllinois

On April 22, 1968, Sister CATHERINE, Principal, Notre
Darme High School, advised that she' had a SUSAN J. RYAN graduate
from Notre Dame High School on June 6, 1965.°

Sistexr CATHERINE stated that SUSAN J. RYAN entered
Notre Dame High School on September 8, 1961, and that she cane
from the Children's Home at Alton, Xllinois.

Sister CATHERINE stated that while SUSAN J. RYAN
was a student at Notre Dame High''School, she lived with Mr.
and Mrs. ROMAN KLINNER of Rural Route Number 3, Quincy, Ill.

Sister CATHERINE said that a transcript of her grades
were mailed to the Gem City College on June 2, 1965, and that
it was her understanding that RYAN had received a scholarship
from the National Secrétary's Association.

Sis ter CATHERINE said that she understood that RYAN
did not accept the scholarship and that inmmediately after
graduation, she.moved frOm the KLINNER's residence -to Chicago,
Illinois, where she was at%endvng a modeling school. Sister
CATHERINE gave the followxng;xnformatxon and description fronm
SUSAN J. RYAN's file: : ;

LA -

«
w

Name . e \ N .
Place of birth dams County, Illinois
Father JERRY (no last name)

_ Mother i  -LUCILLE MAHER . .

Sister CATHERINE said that according to her information
SUSAN RYAV had four older brothers, one younger brother, two
older sisters, but that she gave the name of none of these
brothers‘or sisters.

- s

.-
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Sister CATHERINE stated that her file contained a
photograph of SUSAN JANE RYAN and that it would be available

if needed in the future.

Sister CATHERINE stated that she could give no, further

information concerhing SUSAN J. RYAN.
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On April 22, 1968, the following investigation was
conducted by SA ROBERT BLUM RASCOE at St. James Trade School
in Springfield, Illinois:

Brother Aequxduxs advised that he had a Franklin
Ryan in attendance from June, 14, 1958, until January ,
1959, He advised that he had no personal records available
which might be of lead value, and that the above dates were all
that indicated that FRANKLIN RYAN had evex, attended this school,
He advised that he had no record of any FRANKLIN DELANO
(BUZZIE) RYAN. A check of the name RAY provided no infor-
mation which might be of lead value,

On April 20, 1968, MELBA MARIE RYAN, Sister of

subject, advised that a brother, FRANKLIN DELANO RYAN
had drowned in the Mississippi River in approxinmately 1963,
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Re: JOIN LARRY RAY:

Springfield indices reflect a closed Selective
Service case for subject's brother, JOHEN LARRY
RAYNS, also known as Jack Rayns, also known as John
Larry Ray. A review of the file was made by SA. WILLIAM
. ROBERTS, XXX and the only new information developed was
the name of an aunt of the subject MILDRED MAHER, listed address
as 1118 East- 74th Street, Alton, Illinois,

-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




. R
SIS

.
.

we

IR SPENP O T 1 A MY W

SI 44-561

]

3,5

to DA

~ t“"-
L0 16t
‘3
ri Cq
Fer] C"‘

of %
35 23

ﬁi?‘c*v

kA eI 2 )
W O e
He I8 (R I
Wl

I

o)

t$

5

:‘v‘_ gi‘
’ lhif -
(") "3 O ¥

.

rcﬂor &z, that
was incaxves
P’O"\

together, Also £

| Corres uo1dnn

.

t B Il}inois.

It was
p u::N LAREZY RY
ratzd &
asd nunbay "&737-

Pecenper 12, 1055, uoth RNYANS weve

Yiarden
131”.0¢4, nade °vaz

&Laad

8/1/¢0,

sotor veniclce charge

N IARRY RYAMN, was releﬂﬁe
,‘ e

'QVJ-Q

) both ere ivc rce atcd 8

Both RYALS 1
in %the
Yenard Prison consiste
going cut %o his nothe
. St. Lon*s, dassoLra
; ‘ to his sister, HRLBA RYAN, 1201

I'l
«
—vn 69 o

T Illinois
resulis of this applics
5 vhish vas

148X PRY, of -the ard
lable yrocords
=uN for c::azz:.n:zt.s.

Yens "ia Pendtentiavy,
a8t a
one

nara
Ay

o

20

o
RYAH lefﬁ bt
his-digcharge,

o have h"’"

is ﬂarﬂc
%iau
nqm&or"d .

ar b

Ak 14

ivk
nticn
ngcu in tue

r“csrd
i

Cu i-.», iigecuri,

»

{Is

‘?PY RYAN, oiso
ki JURRY

0

ina
&
ﬂﬂq*ﬂnt“

Wrcwm v

?
¢iscovered durinz cian
YAN's brother,
axvd State P

actwn

’

B

,‘ th‘

A

©
""Cn va Foin N&, v I “95
in the lpan
2 huwgust, 3, luDJ, to February 1 e 60
$xxenzrd at the saune tine, '
4 : 3 . * o
reiativqsli‘o sano.

224 Jm N LARRY R¥AY while at
generally of corrospondence
y LUCILLE RYAN, 21913 Hicitovy Streou,
Cihoer-communications were tnosé -
South Kain, Jacksonvill?{

se B

13

o
(%
o

)
Laae

h:brbm
e
fad

-

TR e e etremaes w

- S

e d

het -

on of the above

'& State Rripon

- E\%‘A S B et e W

f o ey |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-
.

P n ke wa

IR L o TN

.

" 8X 44-561 . :

¢ - -
, - . %y

texs ave CAROL RYAN, 1727 South 11th,
; and CARCL ROGERS, 1701 Washinyton, .

~

"8t. Louis,
Quincy, Xllinoic,

«
£} .

Listed &5 brothers in the £iic of RYAN ave
brotucex JERRY DYAHN, the above nentioned, wio was released
- Yay 6, 2960, fron lensxd, JERRY vas crarzed with larceay
-~-and was Lron Adamns County, Illinois, Also listed os .
& brother was JAMBES RAY, Quincy, Illinois, no othey aadress
shown., Xt coudd not o deterainsed iXY this JANES B, RAY
is identical with subject.

Othexr relatives noted in the Tile were MARY
MAESR, ‘frenont lotel, Quincy, Illinolis, wvho is the grandnother
of JCNM JARRY RYAN, Otnker outgoinz cormmmwmnications wexe
to RALYH IHOUVARD, Indianapoiis, InGaiand, no other address
showm, ond a communicatvion in 1980 was dircecisa te JAIES
B, RAY, addressed to ILecavenworth Prison,’ Xensss, Again, 1t
is not known or is it shovn by the record that this
JAMES B, RAY is identical with subject.

Correspondence noted in the £ile o JSRRY RYAN
were outgoing cemmunications going to PAT WiWLE, 3971 Vest
Minister, St. Louis, lissouri. ond RURY LOBYNS, 3871 Vest
Minister, St. Louis, lilssouri , OCne copmunication was addressed
to JIRRY LANCASTER, 4431 iorth 19th Stxcef, St. Louis, iissouri,

v

. 'l -

As above stited, the relatives shown for both
~JERRY RYAN and JOHN LARRY. 'RYAN were identical in each. |
iile, ) "i_ A ;

.No other information helﬁful %0 this investigation
was noted in these files,
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She advised thatshe has been in frequent contact

wifly JAMES GIZRALD RAY since their separation in 19263 and
that MELBA MARYZ RYAN, the daugnter of JAMES GERALD RAY
also lives in Quincy and she occasionally is in contact
withk MILBA. She advised however that she has not been
in-coatact with MELBA since Christumas, 1937 until 4/19/68
when MESLBA called hexr to talk to her concerning JAUNS

. EARL RAY and RAY being charged concerning the shooting, )

of MARTIN LUTHER KING She advised also on that date she
had telephonically coat«c»eq JAMZES GERALD RAY and at

- that tlme the father had stated that he_ hoped his son,

JAMES EARL RAY was caugit as sooi as possible so that
this th;ng would end. She advised that she is certain
that JAMES GERALD RAY does not know of the whereabouts
of his son JAMES EARL RAY. She stated that at the present
time, JAMIZS GERALD RAY was using the name of GEIRY RAYIIES,

She advised that of the entire RAY fawmily, she
considers JACK RAY or JACK RINZ to be closer to JAMES EARL
RAY than any of the remainder of the family. She stated
that the only time that JAMES EARL RAY ever lived with
JAMNES GERALD RAY and herseli was songtime aroungd 19359
when he worked 2s a baker in St. Louis. She stated that
during this period of time, he also resided with his
mother aad graandmothexr, Mrs, MAHER at 1913 Hickory Street,

. St. Louls, Missouri. ©She advised that during this period-

of tise, she and JAMES GERALD RAY were living, on 1727

South 1lth Stxeet St Lou;s, dMissouri.

She aQV1S°d tn“t JAMES EARL RAY is supposed to

" have learned the trade of*g baker in prison and that: he.

worked at one of the bakerxes in St. Louis around 1959,
She had no idea as to the ngme of the bakery or the exact
location. She stated that he also had Lis own apartaent

‘woile in St. Louis as well as livipg with both his mother

and his father. She stated that she had not seen him

since he went to prison around 1960 and¢ has had no contact
with JAMES EARL RAY since she and the subject!s xather :
moved to Clarence, Missouri on 8/1/61.

She advised that the subject's father JANE
GERALD RAY was an excellent car salesman and did quite well

as-a car salesman for a used cax lot in St. Louis. Since - -

1961, however, he has worked on’ a farm, first, the one
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owned by her at Clarence, Misscuri and afterwards on a
fara at Centexr, lissouwri.

She adviscd that he has never married and she
docs not know of any close givliriends of JAMNES FARL RAY.
She advised that she did not know of the identity of aay
girliriends,, . ’

RUBY CARPENTER stated that she is certain that
JAMES EARI RAY Coess not know of her presSent whereahouts.
She stated that she is presently employed babysitting aad
doing noucework Tor various iandividuals din Quincy and’
that in the eveal she learns somethiang coacerning JAMES
EARL RAY's whereabouts, she will immediately notify the
¥BI. ,

The Harboring Statute was explained by SA DAVIS

" to RUBY CARPENTAR.
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The following investigation was conducted by S
ELYON H, DAVIS: :

On May 1, 1968, GARY SHELTON, 404 Oak Street,
Quincy, Illinois, age 16, advised that RUBY CARPENTER is
employed at his home as a babysitter and housekeeper
during the daytime for the nine SHELTON minor children,
After viewing a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, SHELTON
advised that this individual had never been to his house
to his knowledge and he has never heard RUBY CARPENTER
mention JAMES EARL RAY. He advised that he would
imnmediately notify SA DAVIS of any information coming
to his rattention concerning any visitors to the home
of RUBY CARPENTER and concerning JAMES EARL RAY,

PEX
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
ELYON H, DAVIS:

- On May 3, 1968, RUBY CARPENTER, 630 North Sixth
Street, Quincy, Illinois, was re-interviewed at her home
and furnished the following information:

She has had no contact with anyone who has any
information concerning the whereabouts or activities of
~JAMES EARL RAY since last being contacted by the FBI.

She advised that definitely JAMES EARL RAY had
lived with RUBY CARPENTER and her former husband, JAMES
GERALD RAYNES who was co.monly known as JERRY RAYNES or
JERRY RAYNS in St, Louis, Missouri, sometime around 1959
or 1960, Also, during this period of time, JAMES EARL
RAY had resided with his mother, LUCILE RYAN and grandmother,
Mrs., MAHER, in St. Louis. This was shortly before he was
sent to prison to the Missouri State Penitentiary in either
1959 or 1960.

Sometime during the period of time while JAMES
EARL RAY was in St., Louis, Missouri, around 1959 or 1960
he definitely made a trip to Mexico. She had no idea as
to the location of the town in Mexico that he visited;
however, she remembered hearing him speak of his trip into
Mexico. . - C
~ Je

. She advised thation the previous day; -May 2, 1968,
Mrs. FRANK FULLER, 601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illlnoxs, had
visited in RUBY CARPENTER'S home. Mrs. MABEL FULLER, at that .
time, had advised that she hiad heard nothing concerning JAMES
EARL RAY's whereabouts and she stated that Mrs., FULLER did
not know anything concerning the activities of RAY. She
stated that Mrs, FULLER has always been very defensive
“~concerning her relatives and that Mrs. FULLER stated that
she did not believe her nephew, JAMES EARL RAY, conmitted
any crime or was involved in any way in the death of Dr.
MARTIN LUTHER KING,

—67— .
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RUBY CARPENTER advised that she had not recently
talked to MELBA MARIE RYAN but that when last contacted by
MELBA RYAN approximately one week before, MELBA had no
information concerning the activities of  JAMES EARL RAY,
and had no information concerning his whereabouts. RUBY
CARPENTER stated she doubted very much that JAMES EARL:

RAY would ever contact MELBA RYAN.

RUBY CARPENTER advised that she felt that hex
former husband, JERRY RAYNES, has had his phone disconnected
inasmuch as she had tried several times during the past few
days to call JERRY RAYNES at Center, Missouri, She stated
that he has been "very jumpy" concerning JAMES EARL RAY and
that she feels this is the reason that RAYNES had his phone
disconnected., She stated that she is tempted to call RAYNES
and was told that the phone was disconnected; however, she
stated that a telephone strike was in existence and the
possibility was that the calls did not go through.

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she had no idea as to
the present whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY's brother JERRY
RAY or JERRY RYAN who is supposed to have disappeared from

. the Chicago area. She advised that sometire around April

25, 1968, JERRY RAY had called her from Chicago, Illinois,
and asked her to speak to a Life magazine reporter, At

that time, JERRY RAY had indicated that he wished his brother
would surrender to the FBI

She advised that she has not been contacted by
CAROL PEPPER in any way and*has.no idea as to CAROL's present
address, She also stated she had no information concerning
the present whereabouts or address of JAMES EARL RAY's sister
SUSAN; however, she did think SUSAN was in Chicago, Illinois,

! Mrs., CARPENTER advised that she personally has.very
few visitors and every Monday  through Friday she leaves her

.home at approximately 6:30 a.m, and walks to 404-0ak Street

in Quincy, Illinois, where she is employed by the Child Welfare
Department of the State of Illinois, as a babysitter and house-

_keeper in the daytime for the HOMER SHELTON family. She advised

- L
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‘that HOMER SHELTON has nine minor children and that HOMER

SHELTON's wife died in March, 1968, and she has been
employed as a housekeeper for him since that time, She
usually returns home in the afternoon sometime between
4:00 and 5:00 p.m, after HOMER SHELTON returns home from
work., She stated that.HOMER SHELTON is employed at

‘Moorman's Manufacturing Conpany.

' ' RUBY CARPENTER advised that she did not feel -
that JAMES EARL RAY would have any information as to her
present location., She again expressed the desire to aid
the FBI in the apprehension of JAMES EARL RAY and stated
that she would furnish any information that came to her
attention concerning RAY's whereabouts or activities.

RUBY CARPENTER advised that her son JEROME
CARPENTER is still in the Missouri State Penitentiary
at Jeffexrson City, Missouri, for the crime of murder
and she does not feel that he would have any information
concerning the whereabouts of activities of JAMES EARL
RAY,

On May 3, 1968, HOMER SHELTON, 404 Oak Strect,
Quincy, Illinois, was 1nterv1ewed and advised that RUBY

- ~CARPENTER 1is employed on a daily basis as a babysitter

and housekeeper for his children at that address while
he is working. SHELTON advised that he has nine minor
children and three are not in school and that his wife

‘died in March, 196g. He stated he has no information

concerning any visitors who® may.have visited RUBY
CARPENTER during the daytzme\at his home., He stated
that she has never mentioned 'JAMES EARL ‘RAY to him and
after viewing photographs of RAY, advised that RAY has
never been to his home and that he has never Seen JAMES.
EARL RAY. .SHELTON advised that he would notify the FBI
of any .information he learns concerning anyone- contacting
gXBY "CARPENTER or any information concerning JAMES EARL
Yo »

¥
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA ELYON H. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois,

On May 1, 1968, Sergeant ROLAND HANSON, Quincy,
J11linois Police Departnent, advised that he resides at
606 North Sixth Street, Quincy, JX1llinois. He advised that
RUBY CARPENTER who-.resides at 630 North Sixth Strecet is a
neighbor of Sergeant HANSON. HANSON advised that he would
notify the FBI of any visitors to or from the CARPENTER
residence. Sergeant BANSON advised that Miss CARPENTER
does not have many visitors and only goes to and from work
each day after which time she seens to reside at her home
by herself and she has very little contact with her neigh-
bors.

On May 10, 1968 and May 13, 1868, Sergeant HANSON
advised that he has not observed any vis itors to theRUBY
CARPENTER home since last being contacted by SA DAVIS.

Spot surveilances on 2 dally basis were conducted
by SA ELYON H. DAVIS and SA MACK OLIVER at the residence of
630 North Sixth Street, Quincy, Illinois, for the period of
May 1, 1968 through May 10, 1968. During this period of
tine, no visitors were observed entering or leaving the
RUBY CARPENTER home at that address.

h}
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4 RUBY SMITH CARPENTER was reintexrviewed at her
home, 630 Noxth Sixth Street, Quincy, XIllinois, after
‘she telephonically contacted SA DAVIS and requested to
be reintexrviewed by himn.

Mrs. CARPENTER furxnished to SA DAVIS the
following written statement which she stated she had
written to give as exact account as possible of her
Knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY. The statement was on both
sides of a white piece of paper and read as follows.

"Mr. Elyon Davis ~ Since you werec here the last
time X have thought of some things ¥ would like to make
clear, things I did not think of at first. First I know
nothing .0f the whexeabouts of James Barl Ray. I have ,
seen him perhaps 6 times, the last in 1958 I believe.
2nd I know nothing about any unlawful acts of any of the
Ray, Rayns, Ryan family. The only one of the family I
have been closely associated with is the fathex, James
Gerald Ray, who was my husband for about 3 years. We
were cdivorced the 9th of December 19263. 3xd I have
always lived an honest and lawabiding life. I have
worked hard and supported myself entirely for 16 years
and have helped others a great deal besides. EBverything
I have or ever had has been f£xom honest and respectful
work. No one has ever given my anything except my
father, who left me some nmoney at his deatih. 4th X would
not accept anything obtained dishonestly if it were offerxe&
to e, which was not.

- "I have seen many exrors prxnted about the family.
~,The headlines of the- Hexrald Whig stating Ray's:father has
long local criminal record.g An article in Chicago Daily
News by Drew Pearson and Jack Anderson stating the children
were adopted by various persbns. None of the children were
adopted unless perhaps Max, the youngest. They also stated
James Earl Ray was the product of a broken home. How could
he be when he was 24 years old when the father left the
home, and had been living away fxrom home several years prior.

on. 9/20/68 or__Quincy, Xllinois . - Files _SI 44-561

-

.SA ELYON H. DAVIS -12 /smx © 5/22/68

by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBlond is louned to youer agency:
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your ogency.
3
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"This statement is written by me and is true and
sincere.

. : _ "/s/ Ruby Smith Carpenter
"May 15, 1968"

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that her former husbhand,

JAMES GERALD RAY, is still rxesiding in Center, Missouri, under

the name of JERRY RAYNS, and that he had his phone changed to
"an unlisted phone in order that he would not be bothered by
crank calls. She stated that she is in contact occasionally
with MELBA MARIE RYAN, -the sister of JAMES EARL RAY, and with
Mrs. FRANK FULLER, the aunt of JAMES EARL RAY. She stated that
all members of the family tell hexr that they have no
infoxmation concerning JAMES EARL RAY's whereabouts and will
cooperate in the location of RAY.

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she could not -furnish

any fuxthexr information othexr than that previously furnished
to the FEBEIX.

-~
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On April 22, 1968, BILL KAUFMAN, Illinois State Board of

Probatin and Parole, advised of the following re captioned individua

subject's uncle:

EARL RAY, also known as Earl Everett Ray, James Ryan,
James Mc Carthy, James Patrick Clancy, Joe Roe, White, _
male, date of birth, May 5, 1904, place of birth, Quincy, IXllinois,
and as of 1949, 5' 91" in height, 178 pounds, dark gray hair,
light blue eyes, wife -~ AUDREY, divorced 1950, last known
address, 1439 Cherry Street, Quincy, Illinois, criminal record
dateing back to 1916, Menard, Illinois State Prison
Numbers 6588 and 21025, Incarcerated at Menard 1925 to
1933 (assault to kill) and 1948 to 1955 (assault to mayhem -
threw acid in wife's face), no FBI number available,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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On 4/22/68 Chief RAY WELSH, Quincy, Xllinois,
Police Department, made available the rxecords of the

. Quincy Police Department of EARL EVERETT RAY.'

The files showed -that. EARL EVERETT RAY is
holdexr of Pecoria, Illinois PD #14439% and that on .
8/23/43 EARL RAY, 1401 Cherrxy Street, was arxested for
throwing acid in the face of his wife, Mxs. EARL RAY.
This case was later closed and no prosecution was
involved.

The file showed that EARL RAY was 43 years of

age in 1943. On 8/25/47 EARL RAY was wanted by the

Quincy PD on an assault to kill chaxge. This apparently
also involved his wife. On 9/10/48 the files contain
information that EARL RAY and his wife were involved in
a fight and that her sistexr, DORIS, was a witness. At
that time Mrs. RAY moved to 1403 Cherry Street and her
sister was DORIS GODMAN, 645 College Street.

On 7/24/55 EBRL RAY was arrxested for ‘the assault

- of YVONNE MC GINEERG,, 415 Yoxk Street, Quincy, Illinois.

, .

On 8/59 EARL. RAY was arrested for, assault'and
battery and the victims weye AUDREY RAY, wife, and LEONA
FERGUSON. This occurred at*l403 Cherry Street, Quincy,
Xllinois, after he had hit AUDREY RAY in -the mouth and
LEONA FERGUSON in the stomach. At that time EARL RAY was
living at 1415 Cherxy Street, Quincy, Xllinois.

"l:h
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AT GALESBURG, ILLINOIS:

On April 26, 1968, Mr. C, D, IREY, Special Agent,
C B & Q Railroad, stated that a review of the employment files
listed a file on EARL EVERETT RAY, subject's uncle, 164 South
Acadeny Street, Galesburg, Illinois, He showed a previous
address of 128 North 5th Street, Quincy, IXllinois and listed LOUISA
RAY as his Mother. The file indicated that he worked for the
railroad for the period November 4, 1944, to November 17, 1944,
13 days. He 'listed formexr employment of April, 1934 to
June, 1944 with Sunset Amusenent Company, Excellsior Springs,
Missouri and C B & Q Railroad, Omaha, Nebraska, and w A COLE,
a fellow employee, does not recall RAY

Name checks at the Galesburg, Police Department,
Knox County Sheriff's Office and the Credit Bureau failed
to develop any information, The former residence
area of 164 South Academy is now a cemetary.
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I. WILLIAM and MXILDRED MAHER
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WILLIAM E, MAHER, Uncle of JAMES EARL RAY, was located
at 712 Brown Street, Alton, Illinois April 22, 1968 He
stated prioxr to RAY'S entry into the Arny, he worked at
a shoe tannery, Hartford, Illinois, where he became
associated with individual who had pro-Nazi leanings and
RAY became anti-Negro and anti-Jewish as a result., In military
service, RAY was in Germany where opinion crystalized,

MAHER stated he last saw RAY 10 or 12 years ago and to
his knowledge, RAY has not been in Alton since 1959 when he
was involved in an armed robbery. He stated he could suggest
no one in the Alton area acquainted with RAY or to whom RAY might
turn for help. .
The following investigation was conducted by
S& ROBERT C. HAINES:

WILLIAM and MILDRED MAHER, 712 Brown Street,
Alton, Xllinois advised they are the uncle and aunt of
JAMES EARL RAY, They have advised that RAY has not been in
contact with them for 10 or 12 years; that they do not believe he
will contact them since they had a falling out when they last
wexre together and that if RAY does contact.them, or they think or
anythlng that might be pertinent regarding him, they would get
in touch wzth the FBI promptly.

With regard to other relatives of RAY, Mr. and Mrs.
MAHER advised as follows.q‘ . . ,
*y )
Mrs. MARY MAHER, o
Grandnother, \
deceased ¢

LUCILLE RYAN,

Motherx .
Deceased, t

-
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The following investigation was conducted by

SA FRANK E, CORN, SR, and SA ROBERT C, HAINES:

AT ALTON, XYLLINOIS:

From May 2, through May 14, 1968, physical aurveillance
of the residence of WILLIAM MAHER, 712 Brown Street,
was instituted on a daily basis at varying times of the day and
evening hours,

No.-unusual activity was noted during these surveillances,
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) J. Mrs., FRANK (MABLE) FULLER
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On Apr11 20, 1968, Mrs. MABLE FULLER, .nee Ray,
Paternal Aunt of SubJecu, Quinty, Illinois, stated very
little contact with any member of family. No information regarding
subject's whereabouts of or background. She last heard
that SUSAN, subject's sister, in Chicago and married. Uncle,
WILLIAM MAHER, an advertising service man and paint contractor
as of 1960, belxeved either deceased or in San Francisco, Caleorn:a.‘
WILLIAM MAHER was born.September 20, 1916 and has '¥BY #
768642, )

-
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The‘followiﬁg individuals in Quincy, Illindis,_were
recontacted by SA ELYON H, DAVIS on the dates indicated by
cach name, at which time they could not furnish any infornation

not already furnishedfconcérning this matter:

WALTER TERRY RI¥ZE
Virginia Hotel ,
April 30, 1968 L

SAMUEL EDVARD HARPER

Virginia Hotel ) oo
April 25, 1968 and

Apri) 30, 1968

ART CONNORS
Virginia Hotel °
April 30, 1968

EARL JACK HILAND
Sky Ride Inn Tavern
April 30, 1968

On April 26, 1968, MARGARET ROTH, aAssistant Manager,
Credit Bureau of Qulncy, Inc., 226 North Sth Street, Quincy,
Illinois, advised SA ELYCN H, DAVIS that FRANK FULL&R and wife,

-MABEL RAY FULLER, resided at 2601 Chestnut Street, Quincy,

I)linois, as of Aprll 1;71967. This was the last entry in

‘the f£ile, In 1958, FRANA,FULL“R was working for Heck Vending

Machine Company, Qulncy, Illinois., The file showed he .was
68 years of age in 1967 aind either retired or unemployed.
The Credit Bureau did not contain any information as to
relatives and the credit of the FULLER family was good.

. MABEL RAY FULLER, 2601 Chestnut Street Qulncy,
Illinois, was reinterviewed on April 26, 1968, by SA s -
ELYON H, "DAVIS and FRANK J. HAB?RSHAW

Mrs FULLER furnished the followxng information:

-.. = She has -received no 1nfornatlon-concernln"rJAuEs. “h e

o

EARL RAY since Jast belnf* interviewed by the 3%40 gDDin' ““ . ;
2&%}9 N e

not seen RAY since 1955 when her mo»her, the

wne
ha d
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She advised that EARL RAY was her brother and that

* he had died in Buffalo, New York, 2 number of years ago. '

She stated -that JAMES EARL RAY probably had no knowledge
of the death of EARL RAY or the whereabouts of EARL RAY
at the time of decath.,

Mrs. FULLER advised that she and her husba nd'are’

.retired and spend almest all of their time at home., She

stated they have very few visitors and she has practically
no contact with other membexs of the RAY fanmily.

She advised that she would coonprate thh the
FBI in .this natter and furnish any information that comes
to hex attention, .

FRANK FULLER, 2601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illinois,
advised that he is the husband of MABEL RAY FULLER and that
she is the aunt of JAMES EARL RAY.

FRANX FULLER advisced he has no contact with menbers
of the RAY family and he had no information concerning the
whereabouts, activities or associates of JAMES EARL RAY.

FRANK FULLER advised he will furnish any information
concerning any membexr of this family to the ¥FBI.
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The following 1nvestxgat10n was conducted by
SA ELYON H. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois. :

- ELMER BECKMAN,,Zsos Chestnut Street, Quincy,
Illinois, advised that the FRANK FULLER fanmily resides at
2601 Chestnut Strecet, Quincy, Illinois and that the family
solely consists of FRANX FULLER and his wife MABEL FULLER.
BECKMAN advised that he after viewing photographs of JAMES
EARL RAY, had never seen this individual at the FULLER's
house and he would immediately advise the FBI of any infor-
pation concexrning -the activities of the FRANK FULLER fam-
ily. He advised that FRANK FULLER is retired and that
he and his wife spend alnost all of their time at their
own home. Occasionally, FRANK FULLER night work at a
tavern iin Quincy, Illinois, if a bartender could not be
found a tavern on some given date.

ELMER BECKMAN was contacted concerning the activ-
ities at the FRANK FULLER house on'May 1, 1263, May 6, 1988,
and May 9, 1968, and on each occasion, BECKMAN advised that
there had been no vxs1toro to the FULLER house during that
period of time.

Surveilances wexre conducted by'SA ELYON H. DAVIS
and SAMACK OLIVER on the residence at 2601 Chestnut Strect
on a spot basis daily from May 1, 1968 to May 10, 1968,

In this period of tlme,rno;act1v1ty was observed at the
FULLER hone and no v1s;tors\were observed at the FULLER

“
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IV, ASSOCIATES OF JAMES EARL RAY
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The following investzgatxon was conducted by
SA LARRY W, GREEN:

The following correspondents were shown in WALTER
T RIFE's correspondence file #31326 at Menard Prison,
Menard, IXIllinois:

Frequent letters to his wife, JAN RYFE, 1508
North Autumn, Peoria, Illinois; )prostitute)

Mother-in-law, Mrs. FRANK (JULYA) OWEN, 1508
North Autumn Lane, Peoria, Illinois;

Other Miscellaneous Correspondence:

U.S, Disciplinary Barrack
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas;:

GEORGE GINOS ‘
Hillsboro, Illinois, June 19, 1964;

LEON SUTHERLAND,

. First National Bank Building,
Peoria, Illinois,
July 7, 1964;

HAROLD MASON, i
527 South Adams, . A

- Peoria, Illinois'”

July 13, 1965 A,
Peoria County Bar'ﬁﬁéociation;
Box 209, 3

Peoria, Illlnoxs,

July 17, 1964;

. CECIL MC CRACKEN,

Greenville,™I1linois

Circuit Court Clerk,

December 10, 1964; ‘ .
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Bond County State's Attorney

Decenmbexr 15, 1964;

JAMES BAILEY (rejob);

Pekin, Xllinois
RR 2,
November 3, 1905'

JOHN F, GRADY,

9 North County Street,

Waukegan, Xllinois
April 25, 19663

LAST ADDRESS:

PREVYOUS INCARCERATION:

BROTHER :

SISTER:

FRIEND:

(May 19, 1966) paroled to FRANK OWENS,

1508 Peoria
(assumed 1508 North Autumn)

Joliet Prison
April 16, 1959,
No. 22-674

FRED RIFE,
Lanari, Illxnois

BETTY VOSS
227 Truman ,
Lanark, Illinois;

LINDA NIEDERS
General Delivery
Christopher, Xllinois; "
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