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Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued 
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E. BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton, 
Illinois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes him 
as male, born January 30, 1933, 5' 10", 175 pounds, 
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer. 
Records reflect license was suspended December. 12, 1967 for 
an accident. .It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three 
moving vlolatoons but is presently clear and valid.
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Q: william a. marshall
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. On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Parts . .
, Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc.,

InternatOonal Harvester (I-H), Inc., IndusSrial Tractor, 
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street, '
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been 
a WILLIAM A. MARSHALL. or any employee by the name MARSHALL 
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, IlliooSs. 
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in 
the Bloomington, Hl^oSs area. THOMPSON further advised that 
the closest representative for the International Harvester

■ Company is L. C. BARNETT, District Manager, IntsrnatOonal
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, mOois. 
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Ilinoois; Police Department, 
Bloomington, HMnois; Mc Lean County Sheeiff's Office,

, Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and teepphone
| directory failed reveal any issinng for WILLIAM A. MARSHALL

or similarity.

■ ‘ Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L<C.' BARNETT,
j Dxstrict Manager, I[-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
I Road, Peoria, Ill.ioois:, advised that his office cover’s the 

Northern 60 counties for the State of Ilinoois which incudes 
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name 
WILLIAM A. MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being 
a francise dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised 
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district 
to tihe State of CaSiforiis. BARNETT stated that any further

, checks re MARSHALL should be direceed to I-H •
f . . Home Offices, 401 North .'Michigan Ivsnus, Chicago, IlHnois. • ■ -
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VII. MISCELLANEOUS

* i

-'195 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

I

A.' ROBERT HOOD STRADER
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. On this date Urs. RC3BRT .IHn-^s. teCephono 300 rsS-Sl^ tSlSD^f L“^^^ 
office concerning this aitto^'&see^oncaJA contacts the ^s.

:._.* c-mo.tion.xi.yad'
^sbajU co return acme from Datro-i- and wanted to know tfwthor oD CnoX^^ ia*c this afternoon
identity would bo■pfVi?oOO^nn1V^^ his o^
prov-ned to us concom^ir'' ti'-' ^regar .... a,y im—om—acoon 
asked what hind v0•OiO*;g^. o MURKIN cast. Ms. STRADER also 
fho felt his life vps iO'tonw! coUld gi"0 to °er husband

ometimo late thi

Xumsh-eed tosth^™^^ that any information
proceed but that wewurc ^ Ce.0ffOn:Ce• w0^ certainly be , 
her husband and if he felt iosOV^^3^^OO tS physically guard 
a matter he should takeuo w^lCC^ ^in dan™ this was ye were desirous of interpiwvthw oca authorxvces, however, 
inxormation he might ha^ Of in-Od^S^^ any viable
so at his cvovcniencc u^on Msegardvto this casc and would do 
she would have her husUnn hn3f•n’*iVax. Ji’s. STRAIN advised 
at Lexington, I^inoua ao^s^O0'a'c‘'..the oiiS;c upon his arrival SRA at Blvvntevi.OCO’fO(^O^V^“oU «* a1

was advi

5
through MeXisSSASe ?S4ls*Vna her 
hshend allc^odlv z«C timm0 MARTINI LDTHiil one of asged^ie:" ? t^^tion 
the eubje^ncthm3 ’“^o" "

• Subsequent!v. loci-

namo of the . 
o our office.there.
husband wor
KING was

•©passing
lain. Her

on Monday he claims he 
ny^a/an Ch^evolet, th unable to obtain. Thx

- among five individuals 
pu -ishecl photograph of RAY, 

ifn-Af tch- they taikcd about the hilling, 
y-^ght the r ca was 'broken into and 
'rs4°*oWeli:^m,Le^ng£on to Detroit 
regs' aion\nvmbor of which he was 
ca’ contained two individuals when

s s
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t i recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot 
he did not recognt U‘ him because he "hit the grotna”. He , 
athm buVdsc in crave danger for his persona! safety because 
ircMharCforna^ about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

• Mrs STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband’s
she shouid contact this office and we would set up a ttS^eUe Hnonnd pl^e during which we could interval 

her husband concerning this na^er. (

1
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, \ MARGRET CARMICHAEL STRADER, wife of ROBERT? HOOD STRADER.,
' .' was contacted at the residence of her father. E. P. CARMICHAEL, ■
. ! Route #1. Lexington. minois-, on 4/30/63. Mrs. STRADER adviced
j i she and her husband were at the CARMICHAEL residence the weekend
11 I of 4/20-22/68. She advised that on the night of 4/21/68 or

, early morning o5 4/22/30 her husband was awakened by the dose:
|j barking outside the far.?, residence which is located up a form. Ian's

: one-half mile from the main rural road. She advised her husband
i and. her father,^. P. CARMICHAEL, upon caking a search of the
| outside area, found that the STRADER*s 1967 Oldsmobile Delta "• 8".

crea*': colored with black vinyl top, had been broken into. "r.:.
. STRADER advised nothing was missing foo.? the car and no cho was
' located or seen in the area. Hrs. STr/dvr advised hex’ husband
; left alone foo? the CARMICHAEL resid^nce on the morning of .4/22/ub 
i cn route Detroit, .Michigan „ * ’ ■ '
k ' ' • Mrs. SWD12R advised.'that in a short period o2 ti?e,, '
j Mr. STRADER returned to the cARsICIHLL residence. Upon his return, -^„_______-___ _ \
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STRADE?. stated ho bad Sound a note in the recessed area 
speedometer o his can. Orc. STRADER pointed, out that thof-h0 
hue boon broken; therefore, her husband was not Jio«naliy\>{.vX 
to tno sptedomator}. Sho rotted this note was mao® up ©AttaC 
fro mm newspapers and pasted rr tho bock of a pocket caleud-w rd 
to desert the calendar:.. Mr. STRADER said the not© kod (U 
su®3^®, ”T /ou go to the police or the FBI you will bO kped „

C'! L

Mm/^ADER adviseeS: h0* husband, after returning with the not-" “ 
proceeded on route DOroit, Michigan, and after a short pernoeof 
t-no/had.o-psed* h® telephmicaliy contacted her, stating he

' 1^^^^’ BIo=ni!!340>n, Iliiois. Lrs. tEjSsts stated hS i^ 
PfoMmO.O.box ‘hat upon rtacaing the irosd ono wjlo north oZ tha 
CARTxvNALu, resdeonoo, and Route 66,-he saw = 1936 or 1967 Chevrolet 
‘aWo^, no liemso information, with two non in the car! pae?'d 
alrng th10 ^ad. --Vo. STRadER stated her husband told hex that this°d 
caY fol-owed him on route Bloomington. However, they d*d "^ tn-V 
S^tJ’.H*^^'1® whan Be diaZ aos. STwD^adXd' ^ 
then told her no was proceeds on to Dfoit, Michigan, ' ’

Mrsh STRADER advised upon discussing above with her parents 
n0^rOtha^ *Ms* ^-P’ CARMICHAEL, stated sho had noticed aflaa’ ‘ * 
^07:11^1^™^ sevo°a? trip’s on the main rural road near the t—RMxClAEL roc-xcenco on the early morning of 4/22/33. ■

Ms*. STRADER advised that on the night of 4/22/63 he^ 
husband 10aoPno5i;ia3.:ly contacted her, but he would not disclose his 
Phca- ^S ho-istated h® was afraid to mention his location over the
P^0ra\ ^rel t d her husoand told her that he stonpod at a restSop"^’^^ Eav^ Indianapolis, Indiana. Upon^loaviuAis car 
aUtohS*fta%th\eJ;i^ m^s restrom, he sst a tan ‘
tn:!^r®-t^rCil?i’tdhby two mOr.TrlvxB3 very slow. "He stated at’this” 
his w‘he tdvo^,i;r this autom?0*0 xxee&a shot at him. STR.DER told 
rrou4fO’Jhe shot just massed his ear and ho, STRADER, hit the 
?rn rT•».hr^?0™eDlaid as f ho hadMjeen hit. STRADER stated that 
«.an car disappeared and ho has not .soon it since.

due to h<M-s.DTRADER. staJed her: husband'beiievosthis action, was ' ' 
to his °'—na xae vein’s restoom at the Gulf. Truck '

' dbKB J’akSI>xr^ “sr «af g

he saw in'obm’d-hef .tnt^^^ would be able to recognize the other mon 
GulfTruc^ n^r rm.* ^s.. S^ADER'advised she recalls being at the
theirC[likiS;r-p^^ Cenre3s^^ on 3/29/63... Sho stat^upm
of hcartav of tht 1ilc^:s1ki^lnt?’•nlsban■d did-rrt ^^ ■ to hen anythin 

h g o pxan to Ki^G. She statea sht does recall hty a
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King goes back to Memphis be will be kgeed? , 
bv^bird renorKoa, u K'g go 4 jie wanted to see Carl ,
m„swM»SR advised her hUsband‘^h, but did not state why :
Mwof ®c. Washng^ —
ho desired to seo STERN- . . ’ . „™.r~,d*T. I’ M-s. STPAD3R advise* he* ^sb^^^ |

residence at Lexington, ?XXxo’S>,o•> Flivu'■b-nioh tide SlJUWaUhOd. ’  I 
imtilthemsnlpg^f/^ayi,;/'7'6^^.;. ST5i-.D®s. spn„by a I ,

-wsmth^ta-lav Md W CA§^^^ leave,.bixo^e^d.-.| -
previous, marriage* ' , she had contacted - ft

Mrs STBAD3H- stated she told her husb;‘._ charge.'’Sorihgtield 1
■m. ^M^rSum^^^ ''
Office of the FBI, and lhat he* „„ dulliVAM had* inonsted h°- h°

set uo an appointment;; taat M’ location *o** 8,0 . f *
bSkdmkc an appointment to ^°o^Si*^A^ aSEjR stated her husband 

- tire when STRADE® was ava^ab'e* --^-^’wji'th' FBI* Agents,. ,,as. he felt,, .
b ao^h0? ^S^wsSiSbOSdd' to^^^ was'XWr SS”0*'0

herwhsshbidgto aaie arrangements for a m^ 
advised her husband is very much inters , , . .

ac vivxtx->s,
• Ms. STRADER- advised of sormofoDjeKING. Sho advised that 

which are not concerning the r^d0* vto business and that she is sure : bhe does not know a^oVelhus s bus s ’ ,
■ he.has not told her all he knows^ % 0 ' -

h-s.-STRANE® rVVs?d-helXhiSttlVf^^^ f “^

of Baton Houg^ Louxsian..,, . area of Baton Rouge,- 1^1° W^wO? several bus^so^ have? ;
louisianaj^wbo-were^taklng^up,^^.,^_^r.,.l_p.ho-^jusbuJd:i^ boe^l—-u•cq■e-^xn ed,„., 
'KING assassinated. MVr^ShRADERra^ Louisiana, area. Sho seated , 
in-the Baton Rouge and Denhaa-Sp'^’g.i L^^-.xe .g.c^Djmnei •

1 - ^cinoTCoSSy^^ SfeiLs^
ft '"Co^'turth'e telephone corpnny^-S^ - - -

wilbs Toxas. Sho- related BONNELL had an equip- ^ equipment
• D-dasht STR.ADI® and DOI!!^ at^~ea?totul P“* *- Lysa-" • • 

they wore toying to S.a^.f^a^Cg e.g reirted that"sore way they .similar W’Six Flags O??-Texas V iSTor00 SledlRO (nh) of Hi^i>■ sam in contact with ?. CHAS/StLL^^ nit.•intorSstol,
‘ who advised they could f^nf? -Financing a horse

: Fno recreational'par£ but would bo i-nve-ee:s.tt.1- STATUS■ raoa^^ M^ Park- «e .
; to help iodate his land w^ch CtOAl Ae.(usyd ‘ nnfof and.SAM BOSKO both 

■ ’ tt’SttS»sr2t:b^0f"^^
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appeared in "Life".magazine and the Governor of Lousiana 
placed a stop to the entire operation.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic 
contact with her daily but decinnes to furnssh information 
as to his location over the teepphone, as he is very afraid. 
Mrs. STRADER was advised t:o inform her husband if he has any, 
inoormatinn he desires to furnish t;o the FBI, he can contact 
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interveew 
with him.

CARL STERN, Waahhngton, D.C., NBC Office, advised 
a representatiee of the Federal Bureau of InvestigatOon, that 
a man (F'NU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while 
coering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned 
him foom someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER inorrrned him 
he was en route to t;he home of his wife’s parents in -Lexington, 
miocs. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him, 
STRADER, overhearngg a conversation on March 29, 1968 in 
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the kilinng of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
Appaaenniy STRADER was of the impression that the people involved 
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they 
had taken his Heemse number. STRADER believed there 
had been at least one shot freed at him since that time. 
STRADER inormeed STERN he had vital information concerning 
KING’S murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should 
do. ST'ERN advised STRADER to call the Springfiedd Office of 
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet 
him at his convenience/inJtheir territory. According to Mr. 
STERN, BISHOP stated that ’STRADER is afraid to approach any . 
office and may desire to have comeone meet him at a locatoon 
other than an office. \

The fiees of the Springfiedd Office contain the 
-foioowing references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be 
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT 
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, idinoois. , .

’ On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6’1" -2", 175 lbs., 
. employed cutUng Umber near Edwoldssille, iliinOii, and in 
construction work at Southern Ili.inoii University, Edwards­
ville, idinoois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of 
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91-2642.

V - 201 -
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B. INVESTIGATION, ELDORADO, ILLINOIS

■4

5
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, 4/.29/68, m
■ vo.Ja.ble at the school

de

also known as T<rV that in 1013
is the sca of 3 
9/10/25 in OU;
P-d 
book 
add

A. RAY of feg, Zlf^iCand^cbo^ 
Co^y ano. enured the $<,001 ^/^ ^ ' 
with ? rank of 105 ou 119

^oapwwXi^^^^^ to idenfcau0 
a. cap-o'ned case. The photo did not a^ r to b

neo Choiscey
Scho°t.sm<d that JANES 
who uhde/rs.and 0 photo of .

. IMo-rado Hinos, who 
pal nt Eldorado High 
s a school nate of here

this 
that 
do’"

two.are„n2t identical. She
RO que
night ?h°t Aisjooks have not chaaear" to the 
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I1

C. CECIL RAY

i

f *1
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Mrs. FRENCH was contacted at her home on 4/29/63. .
,She adV^e-d that her ex-son-in-law, CEC1VRAY, formerly 

of Vandalia,.Illnoois, has been to her residence on approximately 
two occasions within the last five yews, adcom>anied‘byan ’ 

■ individual who resembled JANES EARVRAY. It is*her belief that 
CCL RAY referred to this person as JWSS RAY. Mrs. FRENCH 
was unable to -furnish any more •speeifii information as to the 
times or when the visits were made. •

, . . Shc^s.tdtlliLt:hdt CE9IL RAY was separated from her steo- 
da^S' JUS^SA1^ RAY who-^es at 1013 Main Streit, 
Hi-ohan'b Xlinnois. They have been separated about four year's. 
CSL.^I-Mbe.11518? .*> be,.emn.o?cd■io joust, ILL., as a. truck 
Z11/11 fOrwdn<.u^?^*'GC'^tf^^d Gas and Oil Company and-was last seen 
ibi Mrs: FRENCH ,io 1955.‘ C^CIL RAY’s pdriots are deceased but heis b^ie^d t° have a brother who resides in Vandaa^, I110n0iS, 
n^/nk^wnF.-JEC1? RAY was employed as a b^tend1- at one tm 
at^0 v■nlieiOt■'flei bar on the main street in Vidalia. MRS. 
FRENCH had no photograph and could fumssh no description of CrCIL RAY. •

Bi./ai ofbackgirounii .concerning MRS. FRENCH, her husband 
EARL FRENCH was blat to deahtin Ef£onharm, IUonois, i.O early 
1957 u the c^1 has not beio/solved. -' Mrs.FRENCH resides al.one 
Imh her dog ^d according to Steiff A. ? DITTER, is an avid 
biir Mru^1-. Mrs. FRENCH did not appear to lave biin drinking 

interview. Shedid iifei t:o the death of hirat the time of the 
husband on several
N!ne KTNG. fat occasions and mentioned that she knew how

^ 'V
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' JUDITH RAY, 3018 te^n Stroop .nigh^nd,, IIUucsj, 
nos iBOevviewsa April so, 1933, concerning box knowledge? 
of possible association With the subject, JAES HARL RAY.

JUDITH RAY, stated that box husband, COOLL RAY, 
is at the present time copoxated from her although they are 
not divorced. She stated that there its a state warrant 
outstanding against nor husband, CECIL, Issued by the States 
Attorney's Of*c^j^f.duar<dsV.llo, imols, charges her . 
husband With r.c2m^ca^t of the 4 children Which she has. 
JUDT PAY stated that as is her ^0X3^^®^; Ezon the 
•States Atternoy’s Office At Edwardsvilla, imois, that her 
husband may have xcoontly moved to Misoonsin, in order to 
escape the warrant outstanding against him In the State of 
mios.

However, she stated that his location, if he 
has moved to Wisconsin, is unksow® to her. , she further 
stated that it is her belief that hex husband CEIL’.W •
has.not moved to MisconiVbut is instead iving in Vandalia, 
innuosj, with some of his relatives. She stated that she - 
has on^evoral occasions contacted reiatiees of how husband 
in Vandalia, but they have rofesM to help her locate hex '
husband, She relaeed that it 2bhox belief that the relatives 
know the *oca’t°a of hex husband but reuse to cooperate 
with hex in finding bin and they kmon the warrant Wil be 

■ issued against him. .

‘ es. RAY stated thatch© does not know o^any. 
^cci1^©® which her husband may have had with the subject 
but sa~d he could, have associated witmn before their marriage 
in 1053 and may have associated sometime sinctu.^on.,Wlth■ 
his*in Alton, minois. __ _„__™^

~ 2G7 -__ _____
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She stated that;approximately 1) year’s ago, 
she and her husband resided in a downtown apartment in 
Alton, miojs?, and they resided -there fox approximately ' 
3 years. She stated that during their stay in Alton, her 
husband brought mucous frends hone with hin to drink " 
in the apartment or play cards and he neves- identified 
any of those persons with him. She state d that she nevor 
inquired as to their - identity and would not be Loma? 
with the name JALES EARL .RAY. '

Hrs. RAY started that her husband is wellknown 
in the Vandalia, nimols area in'ta he was redeed in • 
that; City. She stated that her husband's relatives all 
lw© ?n Vandalxa and they possibly nay know the present • 
whereabouts of hor husband, * ,

She stated that sho is anxious to learn the 
present whereabouts of her husband and that she will cooperate 
wWi the FBI in any.way possible in determining hits locator. 
She staved tnat it is her belief if anyone knows his 
present whereabouts, it will be a mm»r of his family in 
Vannaaia. . ■

.It is her belief that his relatiess there may 
be protecting his present address.

_She s^d thai a^^j-to of the family nest Ikely 
:o2^ w headdress wn?be ALBERT RAY who lies on Randolph, 
Street, V♦a.taaxa, Ulmols. \ She stated that a brother of her 
husband' MRRY RAY, also residos in Vandalia, Illinois, but­

- his address is unknown. ?y .

. Another brother, STANLEY RAY resides in Vira,
Illtno..s, and both parents of her husband are deceased.

i Hrs. RAY stated that .LEONARD BONDS is a close • .
. • f^nUd ox her h^band and may possibly know his present where­
' a^oU^s’ She^seated that he is the owner of Hetzgers' Tavern, 

■ • \nnaalxa, Ililnois, and the exact address is unknoYni to
1 her. .

. . 208 -
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She further stated that; PRESTON FRXGK who 
is the owner of 2 Hobbit Station in Vandal^, which •
station is located at the Jmicticn of the Old Highway 
and the New Super niighw may possibly know her husband's 
present whereabouts in, that her husband has worked 
fox* him iron tine to tike.

, , HSs. RAY stated that she knows very -little about 
■ her husband's associates and that .he would be the one 
to contact concerning than. She father stated that 
she knew very Htte of her hucboad*s family ^ckgmind 
before they were named and there may be seme associates 
at that time that she is unianil:sar with.

- 209 -
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
. . ROBERT C. HAINES: - .

’ At ESv^exrsvi3.iLc, Kijniojs
States Attorney LEON », '.SCROGGINS, Madison County 

Court House, -reveewed files maintained in his office and 
stated that a wax-rant for neglect and refusal was issued 
for CECIL RAY on complaint of his Wife JUDITH in Madison 

। i County Court at Edwaarsvvlle. He stated -that the infor-
nation obtanned at the time the complaint and warrant were 
issued disdosed that CECIL RAY was residnng in Joliet, 
Illinois, and accordingly, certified coii.es of the warrant 
were fox-wadded to authorities at Joliet. .

1 He indicated that he had no knowledge of the curx-ent
1 1 whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file indicaeed

anything except that he was in Joliet.
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, 5-13-68, Sheriff LEONARD-KELLY, Fayette County,
| Vandalia, advised there are several members of the RAY family
! .in the vicinity and he was seriously doubtful of any connect-

/ ion with the suspect in this case. According to investigation
I conducted to locate CECIL RAY, all members of the family are
| not too smart and prone to using alcohol to excess.
I . In this respect, LARRY RAY, a City of Vadalia

employee, was jailed over the weekend of 5/11-12/68 for 
threiteonng ^is vifc, tut reLeased on $25.00 bond.

MARION KIRKPATRICK, an employee-of the USPO, advised 
CECIL RAY lived in the same neighborhood, but has not been m 
Vann alia for at least two years, unless very briefly, no re­
moval could be located at USPO, and no mail recevved during 
recent past. Tax and voter’s records also negative.

GILBERT RAY, City of VaKUaia employee in the,street 
and garbage work, advised 5-14-/8, he is an uncle ofCECIL RAY 
and, to his knowledge,‘the has not bear'd of JAMES EARL RAY, bit 
possibly CECIL could have ‘known him, since’ at one time, he was 
at Edwaaddsvile and Alton..' There'is a brother STANLEY RAY who 
GILBERT believes is in Vira, IH., where he works at Crane 
Packing CO. There is a half brother-, RICH/RD RISLEY, who 
Ivves in Joliet, address unknown. GILBERT RAY advised he 
had not seen or heard from. CECIL RAY in several months and

1 the last he .knew he was in Peoria, Illinois, working at a 
Shite (phienotic) Service Station, probably the Site brand

• of independent stations. ■ '

’ LEONARD BOWLES fnicer associate of CECIL RAY advised 
he had heard nothing from him for two or three years. BONLEo 
no longer operates a tavern but .helps his sin-io-iaw ii the 
tire recapping business. PRESTON PRIOR fopcr-ass^u^^-also 
had no recent infomitOon of CECIVs whereAK^t^.-^^^h^^^
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1

During contact with Sheriff KELLY and Chief
‘DALE SLATER, May 14, 1968, both advised that the entire family 
of this group "were a little on the stupid side."
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