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FBI
Date::

Transmit the following in .-....^........^^—_____„_...__...._—_-„„__„^
(Type in plaintext of code)

(Priority)

PAGE THREE

SI 44-561

DID NOT resemble: :rays HOWEVER HIS VIEW WAS OBSTRUCTED BECAUSE 

OF DARKNESS.

REVEREND STEWART MENTIONED THAT LAWRENCE REH, A LOCALNNEWS 

PAPER REPORTER IS A MEMBER! OF HIS CHUKCHI AND ALSO A SUPERVISOR 

AT TEEN CENTER HOWEVER REH WAS NOT PRESENT ON MAY TWENTYEIGHT 

SIXTYEIGHT BUT OBTAINED THE -INHUMATION AND WROTE STORY THIS 

DATE WHICH WAS ALSO RELEASED TO A.P. BECAUSE HE THOUGHT IT 

NEWS WORTHY ITEM.

REVEREND STEWART AND GADDIS WERE THOROUGHLY INTERVEEWED 

AND NUMEROUS DISCREPANCIES NOTED.

ABOVE FOR TNHRMATION BUREAU IN VIEW OF CURRENT AP ITEM 

THIS MATTER. 

END

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRnGfLD

946 PM 5/31/68 URGENT CEK

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN, CR.,

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH TWO ZERO WEST PRAIRIE, 

STREET DECATUR, ILLINOIS, SPONSORS A TEEN CENTER EVERY TUESDAY > 

NIGHT TIEE TEN P.M. FOR POOR UNDER PRIVILEGED YOUTH IN DECATUR
'I *

WHICH CROWD CONSISTS LARGELY OF NEGRO YOUTH. REVEREND GORDON 

STEWART, ASSISTANT PASTOR ADVISED MAY TWENTYNNEE AND THIRTY ' 

ONE LAST THAT SHORTLY AFTER TEN P.M. MAY TWEfNTYEIGHT SIXTYUGHT 

AN INDIVIDUAL APPEARED) AT THE CHURQH AND ENTERED INITO CONVERSATOON 

WITH A FEW SUPERVISORS, INDIVDDUAL APPEARED DRUNK OR ON

DOPE, HE STATED HE CONVERSED WITH THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE

FOLLOWING DAY AFTER DISCUSSING THE INdDENT WITH ONE OF THE

• SUPERVISORS AND VIEWNNG PHOTOS IN LIFE MAGAZINE THEY FELT THIS

' INDIVIDDAE bOrE SOME RESEMBLANCE TO JAMES EARL RAY. REVEREND

STEWART LOOKED AT NUMEROUS PHOTOS AND FAILED TO MAKE IDENTIFICATINN 

’ HE MAINTANNED-EE WAS SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE PERSON BEING

RAY AND COULD ONLY SAY THAT THE ARTIST DRAWING OF THE EYES IN

- THE WANTED FLYER PHOTO WAS THE ONLY RESEMBLANCE BUT COULD IN

. END PAGE ONE ' " SEARCHED „ ^ ^

, „ SLRlAUZLD.„me.,,.,
' INDEXED.....—EM FIELP-.. MA
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PAGE TWO ,

NO WAY IDENTIFY RAY FROM TWO RECENT PHOTOS. STEWART FURTHER 

STATED THE PHOTO OF RAY WITH EYES CLOSED' WHICH IS SIMILIAR TO 

THE PHOTO .IN WANTED FLYER WITH EYES DRAWN BY ARTIST IN NO WAY 

RESEMBLED PERSON HE SAW. ' ’

REVEREND STEWART MENTIONED THE SUPERVISRR WAS NORMAN GADDIS 

WHO PORTRAYS HIMSELF AS AN AMATEUR ARTIST. GADDIS FAILED TO 

POSITIVELY IDENTIFY RAY IN'CONTACT WITH GADDIS ON MAY TWENTYNI'EE 

AND THIRTY FIRST SIXTYEIGHT. HE MENTOONED INDIVIDUAL NOT DRUNK 

HOWEVER HE COULD NOT FURNISH -POSITIVE INFORMATION MAINTAINNNG . 

HE ONLY NOTED THE EYES WHICH WERE DISTINCTIE AS IN THE WANTED 

FLYER OF RAY BUT DIFJEJRED FROM THE EYES OF THE ■INDIVDDUAL HE HAD 

SEEN. GADDIS COULD NOT IDENTIFY THE TWO RECENT PHSTSS OF RAY ' , 

SHOWN TO HIEM ALONG WITH OTHER PHOTOS.

GADDIS DURING INTERVIEW STRESSED THE FACT HE IS AMATEUR 

ARTH:ST AND ALWAYS HAS HAD DIFFICILTY WITH REPRUDUdNG EYES. HE 

STATED HE PAID MORE ATTENTOON TO THE PERSONS EYES AND DID NOT 

„ NOTICE OTHER FACIAL FEATURES EXCEPT THE PER.SONS HAIRLNNE WHICH 

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

DID NOT RESEMBLE RAY'S HOWEVER HIS VIEW.WAS OBSTRUCTED BECAUSE '.

■ OF DARKNESS 

' REVEREND STEWART MENTIONED THAT LAWRENCE REH, A LOCAL NEWS

PAPER REPORTER IS A MEMBER OF HIS CHURCH AND ALSO A SUPERVISOR

■ AT TEEN.CENTER HOWEVER REH WAS NOT PRESENT ON MAY TWE1NTYEIGHT 

SIXTYEIGHT BUT OBTAINED THE INFORMATION AND WROTE’ STORY THIS ■ 

DATE WHICH WAS ALSO RELEASED TO AP BECAUSE HE THOUGHT IT 

NEWS WORTHY ITEM. ’ • . .

REVEREND STEWART AND GADDIS WERE THOROUGHLY INTERVIEWED 

AND NUMEROUS DISCREPANCIES NOTED^ . .

ABOVE FOR INFORMATION BUREAU IN VIEW OF CURRENT AP ITEM 

This matter. ' ' '

' END ' 

SVW , ' , . ■

FBI WASH DC ' - -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



fS^H (Rev. $.2264)

FBI
Date: 6/1/68

Transmit the following in.

Via TELETYPE

(Type in plain.tex:t or code)

URGENT 
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, LOS ANGELES

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P)

MURKIN

. REFERENCE CHICAGO TELETYPE TO BUREAU "FIVE THIRTYONE LAST. 

MABLE FULLER STATES SUBJECT HAS NO COUSIN NAMED FRANCES E.

SAY AND SHE KNOWS NO ONE RESIDING IN HUNTINGTON PARK, CALIFORNIA. 

FULLER STATES SUBJECT HAD TWO UNCLES, NOW DECEASED, AND NO 

CHILDREN BY EITHER UNCLE.

AIRMAIL COP^ SENT CHICANO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOU,IS 

P.

END

J/- Springfield (44-561) 
1cc:Sac, Chicago (AM) 

Sac, Memphis (AM) 
Sac, St. Louis (AM)

Mi^D

A ,(4)rApproved: ---------______ ----------------------
Special Agent in Charge

Sent,

SEARCHED————w^rwi 
SERIALIZED—.,^^^^?—— 

INDEX ED——.—i—
FILED_______-.-..Mr

M Per,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI'WASH DC i

FBI SPRNGFLD

1047AM URGENT 6-1-68 KJF ,

TO DIRECTOR AND LOS ANGELES ' -

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) ‘

MURKIN ‘ ’

' REFERENCE CHICAGO TEL.ETY’PE TO BUREAU FIVE THIRTYONE LAST.

MABLE" FULLER STATES SUBJECT HAS NO COUSIN NAMED FRANCES E. 

RAY AND SHE KNOWS NO ONE RESIDING IN HUNTINTTON PARK, CALIFORNIA. 

FULLER STATES SUBJECT HAD TWO UNCLES, NOW DECEASED, AND NO 

CHILDREN BY EITHER ,UNCLE. 1 ’

AIRMAIL COPIES SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

P. ' ' '

END. " '

?? LLD . ■ /

FBI* WASH DC , ,

NJZ

FBI LOS ANG.^

SEARCHEpr .....
SERIAlIIED^mr...
IN DEXED,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,..;,,,,,,.
FllED._.u^^
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F»36 (Rev. $-’22.64)

F B I

Date: 6/1/68

Transmit the following in-._------------------------- ----------------------------
(Type in plaintext or code}

Via -_____ TELETYPE______________________ _________URGENT
' (Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

F’ROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P)

MURKIN

REFERENCE SPRINGF^ELDD TELETYPE T'O BUREAU, FIVE THIRTYONE 

HXTYHGHT.

•lAWWCE BUNDY, ’SUPERVISOR, TEEN CENTER, DECATUR

ILLINOIS, FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, STATED HE INTRODUCED

HIMIELF TO THE INDIVIDUAL WHO APPEARED AT THE CHURCH ON THE

NIGHT OF FIVE TWENTYEIGHT LAST WHEN THE TEEN CENTER GROUP WAS

LEAVING AND HE NOTICED THE PERSON APPEARED DRUNK AND WAS UNABLE

TO TALK DISTINCTLY. THIS PERSON WAS SEARCHING FOR WORDS AND

.HIS MIND APPEARED TO GO ADRIFT. BUNDY NOTED HE GAVE HIS NAME

AS STEVE REYNOLDS AND HE FIRST STATED "I AM NOT IMPORTANT

AND KEPT COMMENTING THAT THE GROUP WAS DOING A FINE JOB

THIS PERSON MENTIONED THAT HE WAS FROM PEORIA. BUNDY STATED

THIS INIIVIDUAL KEPT BATTNNG HIS EYES. BUNDY MENTIONED THAT

IT WAS DARK AND HAD BEEN RAINING. HE STATED THAT HE DID NOT

SEE THE PERSON COME OR LEAVE AND AFT’ER VIEWNNG NUMEROUS

PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY HE STATED
d- Springfield (44-561) 
'-IccsSac, Memphis (44-1987) (AM)

Sac, Chicago (AM)
RFBtDM

. (3) ^
Approved:,— ---------------------------- Z^LL. Sej^

Special Agent in Charge^/#

THE PERSON WAS DEFINITELY NOT RAY

WED..

w

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FJM6 (Rev.S-22.-64)

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in ,----------- ------------------- -----------------------------
(Type in plaintext or code)

PAGE TWO

JAMES SMITH, SUPERVISOR, TEEN CENTER, STATED HE DID NOT 

SEE THE PERSON PARK HIS CAR, HOWEVER, HE NOTICED THE CAR 

WHICH APPEARED TO BE A FOUR DOOR FORD OR PLYMOUTH, WHITE OR 

LIGHT TAN IN COLOR WHICH WAS NOT A COMPACT OR A BIG MODEL CAR. 

HE MENTOONED THAT THIS PERSON WAS APPARENTLY PASSING AND SAW 

ALL THE YOUTHS AROUND THE CHURCH AND DECIDED TO STOP-AND SEE 

WHAT WAS GOING ON FOR HE LEFT THE CAR MOTO)R RUNNING WITH THE 

HEADLIGHTS ON. THE CAR WAS PARKED ACROSS THE STREET FROM 

THE CHURCH. SMITH STATED THE PERSON INTOODUCED HIMSELF TO 

SMITH WHICH/NAME HE DOES NOT RECALL. HOWEVER, IT DID NOT 

APPI&R TO SOUND THE SAME AS THE NAME HE PREVIOUSLY GAVE WHICH 

NAME HE DOES NOT RECALL. HE STATED THE PERSON APPEARED DRUNK 

OR WAS ON DOPE AND HE DID NOT TALK DISTINCTLY. THIS PERSON 

COMMENTED THAT HE THOUGHT THIS GROUP WAS DOING A FINE JOB. 

THEN AT ONE TIME IN THE CONVERSATONN HE MENTIONED HE WAS FROM 

PEORIA. SMIT'H MAINTAINS HE COULD NOT TELL THE FEATURES OF 

THE PERSON FOR IT WAS DARK WHERE THEY WERE ALL STANDING AND 

IT HAD BEEN RAINING. THIS PERSON STOOD AROUND FOR APPROXIMATELY

Approved:----- ----------------------------------------- Sent-------------------------M Per---------------------------
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD36 (Rev. 5-22-54)

FBI
Date,: ।

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or Code) '

Via___________________ _J
. (Priority} ' '   " '

PAGE THREE

FIVE OR TEN MINUTES, THEN WENT BACK TO HIS CAR AND LEFT AT 

A MODERATE SPEED. SMITH ADVISED AFTER VIEWING NUMEROUS 
no

PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY THAT HE COULD NOT-POSITiVeLY-'IDENTIFY THIS 

PERSON AS RAY.

JOE J. SLAW, SUPERVISOR, DID NOT SEE THE .PERSON UNTIL HE 

NOTED HIM STANDING WITH A GROUP OF SUPERVISORS. HOWEVER HE 

SAW THE CAR PARKED ACROSS THE STREET AND NOTED T’HE MOT’OR WAS 

RUNNING AND THE LIG1TS WERE ON. THIS CAR APPEARED TO BE A 

LIGHT BLUE TWO DOOR FORD, 'PLY-MOUTH OR DODGE. SI.AW STATED 

HE T'HOUGHT T’HE PERSION WAS DRUNK HOWEVER HE COULD NOT SMELL 

LIQUOR. T’HE OTHER SUPERVISORS KIDDED THIES PERSION AND SUPERVISOR! 

SMITH MENTION1SD THE GUY WAS ON DOPE FOR HE APPEARED T’O FEEL 

NO PAIN. SLAW MENTIONED THAT HE T’HOUGHT HE HEARD THIES PERSION 

GIVE HIS NAME AS STEVERINO AND ALSO HEARD HIM SAY THIS IS A 

NIECE GROUP. SLAW STATED THAT HE FELT T’HE PERSION WAS DRUNK 

AND SAW THE GATHERIGG So STOPPED BY T’O SEE WHAT WAS GOING ON 

AND HE (SLAW) PAID NO PARTICULAR ATTENTION! HIM. HE STAT’ED 

THE PERSON DID NOT LOOK LIKE THE PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY.

Approved: ----------------------------------------------- Sent
Special Agent in Charge

M Per---------------------------

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1

FD^36 (Rev. S-22-64)

fv

Transmit the .following in.

Via.......... . .......___________ _

F B I

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE FOUR

JOSEPH G. BLACK, SUPERVISOR, STATED HE WAS NEVER CLOSER 

TO THE PERSON THAN FIFTEEN FEET AND IT WAS DARK So HE COULD 

NOT TELL WHAT THE PERSON LOOKED LIKE. . HE HEARD THE PERSON 

SAY ‘WELL I GOT TO GO", AND TOOK OFF ACROSS THE STREET. 

BLACK STATED THIS IS THE FIRST TIME HE' NOTED THE CAR ACROSS 

THE STREET WITH THE MOTOR RUNNING AND LIGHTS ON. THIS CAR 

APPEARED TO BE LIGHT BLUE IN COLOR, MAKE AND MODEL UNKNOWN. 

BIACK STATED THAT BECAUSE OF THE TYPE OF TEEN CENTER THE 

CHURCH I[S OPERATING NUMEROUS PEOPLE STOP BY TO OBSERVE AND 

THE GROUP HAS ALSO HAD SEVERAL INCIDNNTS OCCUR WHEN THE GROUP 

WAS BREAKING UP AND BECAUSE OF THIS THE SUPERVISORS ARE 

ALWAYS ON EDGE. BLACK VIEWED PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY BUT STATED 

HE COULD MAKE NO' IDENTIFIATTINN FOR HE WAS TOO FAR AWAY.

REV. M. HARRIS OF DECATUR AREA COUNSEL OF CHURCHES AND 

SUPERVISOR STATED HE COULD NOT FURNISH ANY ADDITIONAL 

IIENTIFICATINN TEN THIS MATTER FOR HE WAS TOO FAR AWAY. 

THE CAR DRIVEN BY THE ■INDIVIDUAL WAS DESCRIBED AS A LATE MODEL 

CHRYSLER PRODUCT,, RAMBLER, PLYMOUTH, DODGE OR FORD, TWO DOOR

Approved:------ .------- .------------------------------- Sent,------------- 1-----------M Per----------------------------
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD^6 (Rev. .S.22-64)

rv

FBI

Date::

Transmit the following in   — ........................................................ ................ ......................... I
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via------------------------------------ - ---------------- ------------------------ --------------------------------------------- ।
(Priority) (

, PAGE FIVE

OR FOUR DOOR, COLOR WHITE, TAN, LIGHT BLUE OR GREEN, SPORTS 

CAR FASTBACK OR SMALL MODEL BUT NOT COMPACT. NO ONE OBSERVED 

LICENSE PLATE.

COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION OF THIS INDIVIUUAL IS AS FOLLOWS; 

WHITE MAILE, LATE TWENTIES TO FORTY, FIVE FEET SIX TO SIX FEET 

ONE INCH, ONE HUNDRED SIXTY TO NINETY LBS., WILL BUILT, ROUND 

FULL FACE, DISTINCTIVE SMALL LARGE WIDE LAZY EYES, DARK HAIR 

WITH RECEDING HAIRLINE, COMBED BACK, HANGING TO A POINT IN 

FRONT, THICK, WELL GROOMED, SPEECH SLURRED, NO SCARS OR MARKS 

.NOTED, FARS NOT OBSERVED, DIMPLE IN CHIEN NOT NOTED. HE WAS 

WEARING DARK TOPCOAT OVER CHECKERED OR GRAY SUIT, NO HAT, 

LONG TIE.
PERSONS INTERVEEWED AFTER VIEWNNG RECENT PHOTOS OF RAY 

STATED THEY DO NOT BELIEVE HE IS IDENTICAL WITH RAY AND AS 

A RESULT OF THESE INT'ERVEWWS AND CONTRADICTING INFORMATION 

RECEIVED NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION IS CONTEMPLATED BY THIS 

OFFICE.OF TH'S INHIVID^UALf

Approved; —------------------------------------------ Sent
Special Agent in Charge

M Per .........................

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FDM« (Rev. 5.22.54)

FB I
Date::

Transmit the 'following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

PAGE SIX

AIRMAIL COPIES SENT MEMPHIS AND CHICAGO FOR

INFORMATION

P
END

Approved:------------------------------------ J-------- Sent._______________M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i

FBI WASH DC ■ '

FBI SPRNGFU) ,

200PM URGENT 6-1-68 KJF

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) ,

FROM SPRINGFIEDD (44-561) 5P.

MURKIN > ■ -

REFERENCE SPRINGFIEDD TELETYPE TO BUREAU, FIVE THIRTYONE (

SIXTYEIGHT. x ,

, LAWRENCE BUNDY, SUPERVISOR, TEEN CENTER, DECATUR,, 

ILLINOIS, FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, STATED HE INTRODUCED 

HIMSELF TO THE INDIVIDUAL WHO APPEARED AT THE CHURCH ON THE 

NIGHT OF FIVE TWENNTEIGHT LAST WHEN THE TEEN CENTER GROUP WAS 

LEAVING AND HE NOTICED THE PERSON APPEARED DRUNK AND WAS UNABLE

TO TALK .DIST'NCLY, THIS PERSON WAS SEARCHING FOR WORDS AND

HIS MIND APPEARED TO GO ADRIFT.., BUNDY NOTFD HE GAVE HIS NAME: 

AS STEVE REYNOLDS AND HE FIRST STATED "I AM NOT IMPORTANT" 

AND KEPT COMMUTING THAT THE GROUP WAS DOING A FINE JOB. 

THIS PERSON MENTOONED THAT HE WAS FROM PEORIA. BUNDY STATED 

THIS INDIVDDUAL KEPT BATTNNG HIS EYES. BUNDY M^TOONDD THAT

IT WAS DARK AND HAD BEEN RAINING. HE STATED THAT HE DID NOT 

SEE THER PERSON COME OR LEAVE AND AFTER VIEWNNG NUMEROUS

PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY HE STATED THE PERSON WAS

END PAGE ONE- ^.^/ ,^ A INDEXED, 
FILED,:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO 1 1

JAMES SMITH, SUPERVISOR, TEEN CENTER, STATED HE DID NOT

• SEE‘THE PERSON PARK HIS CAR, HOWEVER, HE NOTICED THS CAR

WHICK APPEARED TO BE A FOUR DOOR FORD OR PLYMOUTH, WHITE OR 

LICHT TAN IN COLOR WICK WAS NOT A COMPACT OR A BIG MODEL CAR* 

HE MENTIONED THAT THIS PERSON WAS APPARENTLY PASSING AND SAW

, ALL THE YOUTHS AROUND THE CHURCH AND DECIDED TO STOP AND SEE 

WHAT WAS GOING ON FOR HE LEFT THE CAR MOTOR RUNNING WITH THE 

HEADLIGHTS ON. THE CAR WAS PARKED ACROSS THE STREET 'FROM 

THE CHURCH. -SMITH STATED THE PERSON IJTTRODUCED HIMSELF TO 

SMITH WIC A NAME HE DOES NOT RECALL. HOWEVER, IT DID NOT -

APPEAR TO SOUND THE SAME AS THE NAME HE PREVOUSLY GAVE WHICH

A NAME HE DOES NOT RECALL. HE STATED THE PERSON APPEARED DRUNK 

OR WAS ON DOPE AND HE DID NOT TALK DISTINCTLY. THIS PERSON 

COMMENTED THAT HE THOUGHT THIS GROUP WAS DOING A FINE JOB.

THEN AT ONE TIME IN THE CONVERSATION,HE MENTIO’NDD HE WAS FROM

, PEORIA. SMITH MAIOTAINS HE COULD NOT TELL THE FEATURES O'

THE PERSON FOR IT WAS DARK WHERE THEY WERE ALL STANDING AND 

IT HAD BEEN RAINING. THIS PERSON STOOD AROUND FOR APPROXIMATELY 

END PAGE 2 1

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE , ’

FIVE OR TEN MINUTES, THEN WENT BACK TO HIS CAR AND LEFT AT 

A MODERATE SPEED. SMITH ADVISED AFTER VIEWING SEROUS ' 

PHOTOGRAPHS' OF RAY THAT HE COULD IN NO WAY IDENTIFY THIS 

" PERSON AS RAY. . ' ’

JOE J. SLAW, SUPERVISOR, DID NOT SEE THE PERSION UmTL HE 

NOTED HIM STANDING WITH A GROUP OF SUPERVISORS. HOWEVER HE 

SAW THE CAR PARKED ACROSS THE STREET AND NOTED THE MOTOR WAS 

. RUNNING AND THE 'LICHTS .WERE ON. THIS CAR APPEARED TO BE A

LICHT BLUE TWO ^OR^ORD, PLYMOUTH OR DODGE. SLAW STATED 

HE THOUGHT THE PERSON WAS DRUNK HOWEVER HE COULD NOT SMELL 

LIQUOR. THE OTHER SUPERVIOOSS KIDDED THIS PERSON AND ^PERVIOOR 

SMITH-MENTIONED THE GUY WAS ON DOPE FOR HE APPEARED TO FEEL - 

NO PAIN. SLAW MENTOONED THAT HE THOUGHT HE HEARD THIS PERSON 

GIVE HIS NAME AS STEVERINO AND ALSO HEARD HIM SAY THIS Is A 

NICE GOURP. SLAW STATED THAT HE FELT THE PERSON WAS DRUNK , 

AND SAW THE GATHER NG SO STOPPED BY TO SEE WHAT WAS GOING ON 

AND HE (SLAW PAID NO PARTICULAR ATTENTOON TO HIM. HE STATED 

THE PERSON DID NOT LOOK LITE THE PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY.

END PAGE THREE ■ • • j '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR .

' JOSEPH G. BLACK, SUPERVISOR, STATED HE VAS NEVER CLOSE 

TO THE PERSON THAN FIFTEEN FEET AND IT VAS DARK SO HE COULD 

NOT TELL WHAT THE* PERSON LOOKED LIKE. HE HEARD THE PERSON 

SAY "WELL I GOT TO GO", AND TOOK OFF ACROSS THE STREET* 

BLACK STATED THIS IS THE FIRST TIME HE NOTED THE CAR ACROSS 

THE STREET WITH THE MOTOR RUNNING AND LG (HUTS ON* THIS CAR 

APPEARED TO BE LIGHT BLUE IN COLOR, MAKE AND MODEL UNKNOWN* 

BLACK STATED THAT BECAUSE OF THE TYPE OF TEEN CENTER THE 

CHURCH IS OPERATIGG NUMEROUS PEOPLE.STOP BY TO OBSERVE AND 

THE WOUP HAS AI.SO HAD SEVERAL INCIDENTS OCCUR WHEN THE GROUP 

WAS BREAKING UP AND BECAUSE OF THIS THE SUPERVISORS ARE 

ALWAYS ON EDGE* BLACK VIEWED PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY BUT STATED 

HE COULD MAKE NO IDENTIFICATION FOR HE WAS TOO FAR AWAY*

• REV. M. HARRIS OF DECATUR AREA COUNSEL OF CHURCHES AND 

'SUPERVSOOR STATED HE COULD NOT FURNISH ANY ADDITIONAL 

IDENTIFICATION IN THIS MATTeR FOR HE WAS TOO FAR AWAY* 

THE CAR DRIVEN BY THE IODIVIDUAL-WAR DESCRIBED A.S A LATE MODE 

CHRYSLER PRODUCT, RAMBLER, PLYMOUTH, DODGE', OR FORD? TWO DOOR 

END PAGE FOUR ■ , '
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'PAGE FIVE - 5

OH FOUR DOOR, COLOR WHITE, TAN, LIGHT BLUE OR GREEN, SPORTS 

CAR FASTBACK OR SMALL MODEL BUT NOT COMPACT. NO ONE OBSERVED 

LICENSE'PLATE. .

COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION OF THIS INDIVDUAL IS AS FOLLOWS: 

WHITE 'MALE, LATE TVENTIES TO FORTY, FIVE FEET SIX TO SIX FEET 

ONE INCH, ONE HUNDRED SIXTY TO NINETY LBS., WELL BUILT, ROUND 

FULL FACE, DISTINCTIE SMALL URGE WIDE LAZY EYES, dARK HAIR, 

WITH RECEDING HAIRLINE, COMBED BACK, HANGING TO A POINT IN 

FRONT, THICK, WELL GROOMED, SPEECH SLURRED, NO SCARS OR MARKS 

' NOTED, EARS NOT OBSERVED, DIMPLE IN CHIN NOT NOTED. HE WAS 

WEARING DARK TOPCOAT 'OVER CHECKERED OR GARY SUIT, NO HAT, ' 

LONG TIE. t
PERSONS' INTERVIEWED AFTER VIEWING RECENT PHOTOS OF RAY 

STATED THEY DO NOT BELIEVE HE IS IDENTICAL WITH1RAY AND AS 

A RESULT OF THESE INTERVEEWSAND CONTRADICTING INFORMATION 

RECEIVED NO FURTHER INVESTIGATOON IS CONTEMPLATED BY THIS 

OFFICE OF THIS INDIVIDUAL. , '

END PAGE FIVE ■ ' . ' ' ‘
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PAGE SIX

AIRMAIL COPIES SENT MEMPHIS AND CHICAGO FOR 

INFORMATION

P. A AND D

END. ' '

? 

GFH • 

FBI WASH DC
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SI 44-561 
JLM:Slk

The £oUowlg investi^tlmi was conducted by 
SA JOSEPH L. MC KINSTBAY:

. The folOowing dancing schools in the Beeievine, 
Illinois, Resident Agency territory were contacted April 
15, 1968, and no 'record identifiabee with ERIC STARVO GALT, 
HARVEY LOWMYER, or JOHN WILLARD was located:

Adams School of the Dance, 119 East First Street, 
o'EaUon, nmnois, BEVERLY ADAMS; ( .

Mary Louise Dance Studio, 108 North Mi jin and 
8900 State .Street, East St. Louis, Illinois, 
EDDIE GROMACI;

Morion M. Green School of Dance, 1321 North 
Church Street and 4829 West Main Street, 
Beeieville, 111^018, MARION M. GREEN;

Boyer's Dance Studio, YMCA Bull<Hng, Belleville, 
, IlJ-noo-s, ALICE BOYER;

SELMA H. IISSELL Dancing School, 103 North 
Tenth Street, Belleville, Illinois, SELMA 
IISSELL. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561 
2

Mrs. SCHAFFER, Cashier, Bslleville Police Department, 
Bensville, Illinois.

_ _ RALPO CATZ, Jailer, East St. Louis Police Department,
East St. Louis.

Lieutenant W, JOONSON, Detective Bureau, Lebanon 
Police Department, Lebanon, Illinois.

Officer DAWSON, Lebanon Police Department, Lebanon..

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561 
LWGitlp 
1

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
LARRY W. GREEN on April 9-10, 1968 concerning the location 
and development of background inOormatlon on ERIC STAVO 
GALT: .

The contacts made resulted in negative inOomation 
of benefit to this case.

Contacts made IncUude:

- Bank of Belleville, BeUevVlle, Illinois, Mrs. GANNON, 
Accounting Department. ‘

Bank of Edgemont, 8900 State Street, BHeyVlle.

Mi. MIUER, Accountant, First National Bank of 
Beieille, Bfleyille.

CATHY MG DONALD, Secretary to President, BllevVlle 
National Bank, Belle  vine.

Mr. BRUGES, Bllkkffpnng Department, St. Glair 
National Bank, Beelevillf.

, MARY LANG, Accounting De pa rtment, Lincoln Trails 
State Bank, Falrveew Heights, Illioois.

JANE BROCKMAN, Bookkeeping Department, HHnois 
State Trust, East St. Louis;, IlUnois.

Mr. STUMP, Vice-President, First National Bank of 
East St. Louis, East St. Louis.

Mrs. SCHUSTER, Secretary to President, Union 
National Bank of East St. Louis, East St. Louis.

Mr. NEWMAN, Bookkeeper, National Stockyards, 
National Bank, East St. Louis.

Lebanon,
Mr. DISKEY, Accountant, First National Lebanon,

IlUnois.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-5651
BEC/jac 
1

/ „ The *nlnwiig persons contacted April 9 through
A?r*l 11, 19.68' advised SA BERNARD E. CURRIMN that they could provide no infomation regarding ERIC STARVO GALT:

.Mrs. ESTELLE PEPPER, cashier, Bank of Mascoutah, 
Mascoutah, Illinois.

. Mr? DAVE LEMBKE, bookkeeper, First National Bank
of Mascoutah, Mascoutah, Hl tools,

_ . Mr. JIVAN DE HART, secretary - manager, Mascoutah
Savings and Loan, Mascoutah, IlHoois.

_ Sergeant BRADY, United_States Air Force, USAF, 
base locater, Building 743, Scott Air Force Base, Illinois.

Mr. A. M. BECKWITH, bookkeeper, Equity Savings 
Assoxiatom, .320Mlssolii, East St. Louis, HUnois, 

. . Mr. BOB CROSS., assistant connroiler, State Sav­
ings and Loan Asssoiation, East St. Louis, Illinois.

_ J HOWARD R. MCALLISTER,, night chief of police, 
Lebanon, Illinois.

DON DUDECK, bookkeeper, New .Athens Savings and 
Loan Associatoon, 111 North Van Burens New Athens, Illinois.

_ _ JOAN ACKER, bookkeeper, First National Bank, 
O'Fallon, nUnois.

WANDA SETZEKORN, clerk, O’Fallon Finance Company, 
400 Sorth Lincoln, O'Fallon, Illino'is.

, Miss RUTH SCHAEFER, teller, First National Bank
of Lebanon, Lebanon, Illinoii.

Mr. JIMHOFER, bookkeeper, Citterns Savings and 
Loan Association, 100 East Waashngton, BHlsvills.

Mr. CLAUDE TIEMANN, bookkeeper, First National 
Savings and Loan Associate, 121 South Iliinois, Beeieville.
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— Mr. WILLAID) PETERSON, bookkeeper, Greater Belle­
ville Savings and Loan Association, 10 East Washington, 
Belleville.

Mr. HAROLD HALL, bookkeeper, Midwest Home Savings 
and Loan Association, 101 North High, Bell■lville.

Mrs. CAROL HALL, part-tine clerk, Seecrity Savings 
Association, 5110 West Main, Belllville, Illinois.

MARLA WORTHAM, bookkeeper, American! Nation^. Bank, 
Nameoki and Schling Road, Granite City, imnds.

_ w SANDY INNES, bookkeeper, First National Bank,
20th and Edison, Granite City. , ,

RIClARD BAWDY, assistant cashier. Granite City 
Trust and Savings Bank, 1909 Edison, Granite City, Ill­
inois.

SHARON JACKSON, bo^kkeepeer, First National Bank, 
600 Maison, Madison, HHnois.

Sergeant PATTON, NCOIC, Scott Air Force Base, 
Ilinnois. . - ’

. . GEOrge.PENCE, Alum* Office, Mc Kendree College,
Lebanon, HHnois.

Dr. MARY P. STECK, registrar, Mc Kendree College, 
Lebanon, HUnois.

On Appri 10, 1968, DON HUTCHINGS, patrolman, 
Columbia, Ilinoois Police Department, advised that he 
had no record of arrest on a HARVEY L.OWMEYER or any other 
LOWMEYER or name similar to LCWMEYER.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
MACK W. OLIVER, Jr.

At Qiincy, Illiiois

„ , ____ _A check of the Quincy telephone directory refeects
that FRANK and MABLE FULLER are subscribers to Quincy teeephone 
number 222-7142. A check of the Qjincy teeephone directory 
alSOref lects that subscriber to Qiincy te iephone number 
223-9465 is RUBY CARPENTER.

A check of 'tie Hirois Beil Teiephone Company 
(protect identity) of Quincy confrrmed the subscribers of 
the above too Used teeephone numbers.

MABIE FULLER is subject’s aunt. RUBY CARPENTER is 
the former Wife of subject’ fat:her. BULLER and CARPENTER 
have been ineevveowed and appeared to be cooperative.

„ Both have close -family ties and it woud appear that 
the calis -i” St. Louis teletype dated May 16, 1968, would not 
necessanyy Indicaee subject’ present whereabouts.

. . I” ?rder that this investigate technique not be reveal.ed, FULLER and CARPENTEiR Wil not be ineevveowed at this time. .
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At Bloomington, Illinois

A review of the Bloomington, Illinois City Directory 
by SA ARTHUR LEE WOODS determined that teeephone number 452­
4852 was ISsted to a DARRELL DAWSON, 1219 West Hovey, Normal, 
II1inois.

The -folnowing investigatonn was conducted by SA 
FRAN[K J. HABERSHAW on May 16, 1968:

At Normal, Illinois

< DARRELL DAWSON, Trailer Number 30, Oasis Mobile 
Coout, 1219 West Hovey, advised that his teeephone number 
is area code 309-452-4852.

Mr. DAWSON was questooned regarding a long disaance 
teeephone caie placed December 16, 1967 loom Beaumont, Texas, 
to his number at Normal, Illnnois. Mr. DAWSON advised that 
his Wife’s daughter and son-in-law by her Hirst maariage, 
Mr. and Mrs. KENNETH PANTLENGER, 4730 Kenneth Avenue, 
Apartment 2, Beaumont, Texas, had placed several calls to 
their residence during the Christmas season of 1967. He 
advised that the PANTLENGERs have rtsided in Beadmoot, Texas, 
for approximately four years, and it was his belief that the 
teeephone caH made on December 16, 1967, foom Beaumont, 
Texas, teeephone number 835-9435, would have been one of the 
cHJLs made by the PANTLENGERs.

Mr. DAWSON advised that he was not familiar with 
any person by the name of JAMES EARL RAY also known as 
ERIC STARVO GAULT.

, 44-561-617’
i appred 

serialized
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. The following Investigation was conducted by 
SA ELYON H. DAVIS at Quincy, Il-Uoois.

Neighborhood

On April 19, 1968, Captain HAROLD HUNSAKER, Quincy,
Illinois Police Department, advised that the area in the 
vicinity of 214 Spring Street, Quincy, Illinois, was a dis­
trict in the 1940s and the 1950s that contained numerous 5 
houses of prostitution. Captain HUNSAKER advised that the 
last house of prostitutoon was closed in Quincy, Tl.liiots 
In 1962 and that the complexion in the area of Second and 
Spring Streets has changed radically, He advised that 
many of the old houses of prostitution have been torn down 
and new homes built,

On April 19, 1968, the •foTlowing individuals
who reside in the vicinity of 214 Spring Street, Quincy, 
ninoois, and who operate businesses in that vicinity 
each veewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY. Each advised 
that JAMES EARL-RAY'was completely unfamiliar to him and 
each advised that he could not furnish any information con­
cerning JAMES EARL RAY, hit mother LUCILLE RYAN, his 
■father JAMES GERALD RAY, aka -.Jimmie Ray, Gerry Ray, Gerry 
Ryan, or Gerry Rayns or Gerry Raynes. .Alto, each of the 
foliowing could not furnish any inoormation .coscersing rel­
atives of JAMES EARL RAY;

VERNON TOURNEAR, 214 SpiritnR Street, Quincy, Ill­
inois.. ’ .
JOHN R. TAYLOR, manager, Dohrn Transfer Company, 
203 Spring Street. ,
SAM RINEILA , manager , MRS Beverage Company , 206 
Spring Street., 
HAZEL VAN VELKINLLNG, 222 Spring Street.
CHARLES HEIBBREDER, Helbbrederis Construction 

- Company, 215 Oah Street, Quincy, IliiiOit4

On App-il 20, 1968, the fol0owing isiividuals who
reside in the vicinity of 1439 Locust Street, Quincy, X11- 
inoii, each advised that the address of 1439 Locust Street,, 
Quincy, Iliiniis, it a non-exittant address and there hat 
never been a house at an addrett of 1439 Locust Stieetu^^^/^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561
EHD/jac
2

Photographs of JAIMES EARL RAY were exhibited to the follow­
ing individuals and each advised that they had never heard 
of anyone in that area by the name of JAMES EARL RAY: ,

EARL HUDSON, 1436 Locust Street, Quincy-, Umnois.
Mrs. LARY BAILEY, 1428 Locust Street'.
MARY ELZIA, 1500 Locust Street.

On April 20, 1968, the fol!owing 1^^60*13 who
reside in the vicinity of where the street address of 439

• Cherry Street would be.located, advise that 439 Cherry 
Street is a non-existant address and that there has never 
been a house at that address.. Each also advised that there 
has never been any house located at any 400 Cherry Street 
Address:

ALBERT THOMPSON, 529 Cherry Street, 
RONNIE EAST,, 537 Cherry Streets

On April 20, 1968, the foUownng Indivduuals who
reside in the area of 1439 Cherry Street, Quincy, Ilinnois-, 
advised after viewing photographs .of JAMES EARL RAY that 
he is unfamiliar to them. Each advised that there are no 
RAYs presently iesiiing in the vici-nity of 1439Cherry Street:

JOHN CUPP, 1439 Cherry Street, Quincy, nmnois, 
Mrs, DAVID AYERS, 1507 Cherry Street.
HERBERT RUMMEL, 1411 Cherry Street, Quincy, 111- 
inois' .
KENNETH HILL, 1409 Cherry Street, Quincy, Illnnors.
KENNETH HILL further advised that at one time the

house at 1439 Cherry Street did contain a RAY family, how­
ever, the RAYs who were very old and who •resdded at that 
house are presently dead.

On April 21, 1968, SCOTT KELLEY, 1132 Monroe Street-,
Quincy, Uinnois, advised that he had resided at the 'Victor 
Hotel,' 129 North Sixth 'Street, Quincy, Iimoois, in 1955 
He advised that after viewing photographs of JAMES EARL RAY 
that the face of RAY is familiar and that it is possible
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that RAY did reside at the Victor 'Hotel during -the same 
period of time that KELLEY would have resided there. He 
stated however that the Victor Hotel would be considered 
more or less a Hop house and th t the owner of the hotel 
had closed the ‘hotel doors around 1960. He stated 'that 
it was his understandng that the former owner of the 
hotel VICTOR MITRY is now deceased.
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The .following investigation was conducted 
by SA JIMMIE C. WHITAKER on May 28, 1968:

Mr. LEROY BAKER, age 53, R. R. #2, Equuaity, Illioois, 
advised that the name WALTER E&SWORTH NOLAN was unknown to him.

Mrs. BAKER, adivsed that this name is unfamiliar 
to her.

Mr. and Mrs. BAKER Viewed a photograph of JAMES 
EARL RAY and advised that this individual its unknown to them.

The BAKER’s telppoone number was Served t;l be 
275-4478, Area Code 618.

Mr. BAKER advised that all of his neighbors have 
tdpphones and that they are on a party jne. He further 
advised; that no one has ever made a teepphone call Toom 
his tdpphone other than members of his family, to the 
best of his knowledge.
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_The foUowinng Investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS at Quincy, IlMnois, on April 29, 1968;

.CpSain HAW) HUNSAKER, Quincy, Illinois, Police
. Department, advised that there are no latent fnngerpiintS
, on file at his Detective Bureau or Identificattot Dpvision.

He advised that in any ma Otters in the -future until JAMES 
EARL RAY is apprehended all latent ftngeipiints obtained 
in any maater Will be compared with those of JAMES EARL 
RAY. . _ ■

Sergeant CECH, THOHINHLL, IdentificatOot Officer, 
। Adams County Sheriffts Office, advised that there are no
i latent ftngeipiints on file at hits department at t;he present

time that tave not been identifeed. He advised that iln the
, future any latent prints obtained unUl JAMES EARL RAY is
i apprehended Wil be compared Wth those of RAY.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois, concerning ROBERT J. 
FRYE:

Mrs. ROBERT OSHLER, 623 North Fourth Street, 
Quincy, Illinois, advised that MARIE MITCHELL has resided 

■ for a number of months at 6252 North Fourth Street. She 
stated that MARIE MITCHELL is employed as a waitress at 
the Liicilo Douglas Hotel. She also advised t;hat MARIE 
MITCHELL, over the period of the months, had had several 
men residing with her at 6251 North Fourth Street. She 
veeoed several photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advised 
that RAY is not identical with any of the ioiividuals oho 
resided at that address. She advised that ROBERT J. FRYE 
is unknown to her personally and she has no idea as to 
whether the individual resiiing with MARIE MITCHELL was 
named ROBERT J. FRYE.

On April 29, 1968, MARIE MITCHELL, Manager, Hotel 
LIocoIo Douglas Coffee Shop, Hotel Lincoln Douglas, Quincy, 
miiois, advised that she is acquaineed with ROBERT J. 
FRYE and that he had visaed her at her address, 6251 North 
Fourth Street, for several weeks prior to Appil 29, 1968. 
She stated that he definitely is not identical with JAMES 
EARL RAY and that FRYE is the twin brother of PAUL FRYE 
who is the Business Manager for the Laborers Union at 
Quincy, umnois. She advised that ROBERT J. F'RYE is • 
a nonddeccipt who travels foom town to town without holing 
a job for any period of time. She advised that she has 
known him for a number of year's and that he ietiiittly ’ 
could not be identical with JAMES EARL RAY.

_ On AppU 29, 1968, PAUL FRYE, Busi^ Agent, 
Laborers Union, Quincy, Hinns, advised that ROBERT J. 
FRYE is his twin brother. He advised that ROBERT J. F'RYE 
could in no way be mistaken for JAMES EARL RAY. He also 
advised that hits brother* is a heavy drinker and travels 
from place to place and that he knows his brother had been 
an acquaintance of MARIE MITCHELL recently in Quincy, Ill.iiiis.

.Z/-..26/ -621
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5-31-68
SAC, (157-692) 

(157-693) 
(157-694)

SA CHARUS R. WOOh JR.

LISON WITH GROUPS SPONSORIIG IHTEGRATI^
RACIAL MATTERS

Current contacts with sources forwhch tope* 
above are desiwiatidi reveal no significant change* in 
the poaibility Of racial oriented problem* to the Cen­
tralia area.

Dr. PERCY MAY (157-693) la*t contacted Ml-j8
LEWIS A. BAH (157-692) last contacted by tl|laph«»e 

5-31-68, recuperating form s^tes suiting 
he-ct attack. j c m

WILLIAM H. WALKER (157-694) last contacted 5-31-68.
These sources had no tofirmatini of value in the following 
investigative matter*:

POCAM - RM
SX 157-855

DEMCON - RM
SI 157-791

MARCIN - CR
SI 44-561

CRW
1 - 157-692
1 - 157-693
1 - 137-694
1- 157-8*5
1 - 157-791
1- 44 -561

1 - 157-298
1 - 157-183
(8)

SE^H^m!
WXE*^  ̂

FLED. .
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TO! DUUCTBB, FBI (44-38861)

FROM SAC, Mnema (44-1MT) (»

SUBJECT': MURun

UNSUBS (2);
The Bank of Altea, 
Alton, Illtoi*, 
7/1367;
BR

• V X *• SwingleM airtol to the Drector, Attention FBI 
jaSf*<t?|yLd*t*d 5^8/68* captiOned as above, and Laboratory

xje^.submtted wdw e^ cover by AMSD bcbters! 
Mill are the following hairs and ffbans identified to netoeMued 
Laboratory toanMiMUMt

Q 46

Q 15 
Q 1 
or 13 
Q 2

(2 sides)

(2 sides)

(4 sides) 
(2 sides) 
(3 sides

4 - Bureau (3 - 44-36861)
, (1 - 91-27494)

^ (1 - Package) (AMSD) 
(2M Sprtotftold 

4^44-561
1 - 91-3699

W

Airte. _ _____

Teletype _____

A'M'

A,M S’D*_.._..

Spec. Del.

Keg. Mall. „ _

Registered- .

44--56^-^
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The sides Issed on tie previous page are contained 
on * total of 12 side cartas Which were obtalMKl in connection 
With the MMIN case.

The Laboratory is requested to compare the above submittal 
evidence With th* items submitted in je^msta Springfield airtel 
to determine if there is any similartitty or ideatificatoni between 
the two cases, .

Upon comlstion of the exuaiinaion, the Laboratory 
is requested to return the submitted items to the Memphis Division 
that they may be rettaned Ito the Skate Attaney Generl's Office 
for retention as evidence.

2
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FD36 (Rev. .5-2264)

F B I

Date: 6-3-658

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE
(Type in plaintext or 'co.de)

URGENT

(Priority!

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM SAC, SPRINGFELDD (44-561) -P-

MULKIN, CR

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU MAY THIRTY ONE, LAST

.RESIDENCES TWELVE HUNDRED BIOCK FOURTH STREET, ALTON

ILLINOIS, CANVASSED; PHOTOGRAPHS OF JAMES EARL RAY AND

ASSOCIATED DISPLAYED WITHOUT EFFECTING IDENTIFICATION

HF?ORJAUTSS ALTON RA RECONTACTED AND CAN PROVIDE NO UFORMA-

TION INDICATNNG RAY IN ALTON., JULY, NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN

INFORMANT INSTRUCTED INITIATE

CK ANDSUSPECTS JOHN MC CLI

THEY HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF RAY

DISCREET IN

CONTACTED; STATE

IRY IN THIES REGARD

WILLIE LE

AIRMAIL COPY SENT ST

AND DENY ANY CONTACT BY HIM 
CHICAGO

LOUIS/AND MEMPHIS FOR INFORMATION

1 - Memphis (44-1987)(AM) 
W St. Louis (44-775)(AM)

1 - Chicago (AM)

V- Springfield (1: 44-561) (1= 91-3699)
RCHblw SEARCHED.-------

(5) SERIALIZED
INDEXED

Approved:- SentWA353p—_ M Pe
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FBI WASH DC \ ' <

FBI SPRNGFLD * ’

353PM URGENT 673/68 MAL ' .

, TO* DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861> ,

FROM SPRINGFEELD <44-5-6-1) -P- ‘ _

MURKIN, CR. " f;

RE SPRINGFIEDD TELETYPE TO BUREAU MAY .THIRTY ONE, LAST, 1

RESIDENCES TWELVE HUNDRED BLOCK,FOURTH STREET, ALTON, '

ILLINOIS, CANVASSED; PHOTOGRAPHS OF JAMES EARL RAY AND.

ASSOCIATED DISPLAYED WITHOUT EFFECTING IDENTIFICATION. ’ ,

INFORMANTS ALTON RA RECONTACTED AND CAN PROVIDE NO INFORMA- ‘

■ TION INDICATING RAY IN ALTON, JULY, NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN.

■ INFORMANT INSTRUCTED INITIATE DISCREET INQUIRY IN THIS REGARD. [

SUSPECT’S JOHN MC CLNNTOCK AND WELLIE LEE CONTACTED; STATE '

THEY HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE' OF RAY AND DENY AND CONTACT BY HIM. (

AIRMAIL COPY SENT ST. LOUIS,.

END

SVW " . /

FBI WASH DC ,

MEMPHIS FOR INFORMATION

SEARCHED.. 
SERIALIZED. 
INDEXED. 
FILED____
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6/4/68

AIRTEL AIR MAIL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P-

SUBJECT: MURKIN - 
COST LATA

Re Springfield airtel to Memphis 5/2/68.
The foilwing are the cost data figures re this

5/3iee68for ^e Springfield Division from 5/1/68 through

HOURS

A. SpecCal Agents 

Regular Hours 852

VOT Hours 63

Total 915

B. Clerical Employees

Regular Hours 220

OT Hourrs  8

Total 228

MILEAGE

Total: 2,3100

AGENTS ON CASE

56

Out-of-Ordinary Costs 
$250.00 - photographic work
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AIRTEL AIR MAIL

6/4/68

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-?1987)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P -
SUBJECT: MURKIN - . . .

COST DATA

Re Springfield airtel to Memphis 5/2/68.
The following are the cost lata figures re this 

matter for the Springfield Division foom 5/1/68 through 
5/31/68.
/ hours , ,

A. SpeciOL Agenits 

,Regular Hour’s 852

VOT Hours 63

. Total 915

, B. Clerical Employees 

Regular Hour’s 220

OT Hours __8

. Total 228

MILEAGE AGENTS ON CA.SE

Total: 2,300 56

Out-of-Orlinary Costs.
$250..00 - photographic work

2 - Memphis (44-1987)
-2) - Springfield (44-561)
"WIR/smr 1
(4)

SEARCHED I!' rir”*!**^^

indexed..
FILED,;,,..^.^
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f^ OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
f\ MAY l« tOtTION
- GSA FPMA (4) OPR) »M16|

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: SAC (44-561) date: 6/3/68

FROM : ASAC SULLIVAN

subject:: MURKIN

SA RAYMOND.F. BERNEKING, Decatur RA, on 5/31/68 
telephonically alerted office to possible press inquiry 
re JAMES EARL RAY, who is widely sought as a fugitive in 
above case. BERNEKNGG advised that on Tuesday night:, 5/28/68, 
a Presbyterian Church at Decatur, Ill., held a street dance 
for the underprivilgedd children, mainly Negroes, in the 
Decatur area. According to Information furnshhed him by Rev. 
GORDON C. STEWART1, Assistant Pastor of the church, an unknown 
individual driving past the street dance stopped his car, 
left the lights on and walked over to observe t;he social function. 
He spoke to a few of the adults in attendance, observnng that 
they were doing a wonderful thing in conducing the social 
activity for the Negro children. Rev. ST’EWART*, curious as 
to his idlniity, asked the individual his name, and he was 
told it was ’’STEVERINO’’. The unknown individual was also observed 
by another indivddual other than Rev. ST’EWART1, although neither 
could get a good look at him because it was 10 PM at night, 
dark, and the indivddual stood in the shadow cast by a tree 
between him and a dark blue street light, of the fiouritcent 
type.

This matter was immeedately reported to the Decatur Office 
but on Wednesday, the Rev. STEWART contacted SA BERNEKING and 
stated he and his associates had talked over the staanger who 
had iisilei the strut dance and had decided he bore some 
faint resemblance to published photographs of JAMES EARLY RAY. 
Reverent STEWART observed several photographs in the Decatur 
RA made of JAMIES EARL RAY at various stages in his career but 
could not identify him by face outlie or hair'inee and only 
'found that the indivddual seen by him had eyes which resembled 
the eyes drawn on RAY’s bartender photograph by a Bureau artist. 
Rev. STEWART gave SA BERNEKING the name of one of the individuals 
who had the most contact with the unknown man, and SA BERNEKING 
was able to contact this indivddual tlllptinltally on Wednesday 
night but could not arrange for an iitervlew with him prior to 
Friday, 5/31/68, because the indivddual had other commitments.

SA BERNEKING stated he was confident from his interveew 
personally of Rev. ST’EWART and tlllptinitally with the other

J 44-561
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Pl.
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individual that .‘our fugitive was not in Decatur, However 
. a member of Rev.. STEWART’s church ;is a reporter for the 

< local Decatur newspaper, is'aware of,the .inoormation 
.furnSheed by STEWART to the FBI, and has made inquiries as 
to whether or not RAY wasin town. SA BERNEKING has contacted 
-the editor of the Decatur Herald, explaining this matter 
to him indicaUggthatit appears to be,merely one of numerous 
investigative leads which we receive in this case .from wellmneanngg 
individuals, which result in a blnnd alley. The editor 
observed to SA BERNEKING that the activit'ess of the unknown 
individual were such as to make it highly .questionable that 
he was, in fact, JAMES EARL RAY, and he saw no news value in ,
this matter.

Subsequently, t;he -office at Springfield was contacted 
by JOHN KANGILASKI,* a reporter on the Chicago Daily News, 
Area Code 312 -321-21121, which is the extension of the City Desk. 
KANGILASKI, who advised he was formerly in Cincinnati where 
he was acquainted with former SAC ED MASON, advised two Associated 

-Press (AP) urgent releases had been made from Decatur t;o the 
effect that a minister and another individual had veewed. 
photographs of a person who appeared at a street dttce Tuesday 
night and felt the individual resembled RAY. He wondered if there 
was any substance to this and was advised we could not comment 
on that matter. He was thanked for his interest, however, 
a»d.it wa8 explained in general terns tlw turner in whlch. 
Wanted Flyers and Identificatoon Order's result in cals being 
made to.Bureau' offices on look-a-liees and persons bearing 
some resemblance. He advised he was weei aware of this 
-foom prior contacts with the Bureau, and understood our 
posstion comppeeely.. Mr. KANGILASKI advised that according 
to the AP wire releases, allegedly? several residents of Decatur 
have told authooities that they saw the man who resembled 
pictures of RAY on Tuesday night. .

SA BERNEKING again contacted and advised AP representatvee . 
had also contacted the Decatur PD, which had refused to comment 
on t;hi.s matter. SA BERNEKING stated he was in the process 
of lneevveewtng the seCond indivddual who saw the man; and in 
view of thi.s ciccupettnce., more additional current photographs 
of RAY have been dispaChhed to SA BERNEKING to help fn elipinttneg 
the individual. '

Mr. JAIMES BLAND, Crime Records, SOG, was contacted and 
alerted to t;he above and advised when this matter had been 
resolved, a crplpuicctirt would be submitted. Mr. BLAND 
appreciated the noOifCcttOot since under the ciccpmstahces he 
felt the Bureau could weH receive a press inquiry in this matter.
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SAC (44-561) 6/3/68

ASAC SULLIVAN

MURKIN

SA RAYMOND F. BERNEKING, Decatur RA, on 5/31/68 
telophonically alerted office to possible press -inquiry 
re JAMES EARL RAY, who its Widely sought as a fugitive In 
.above case. BERNEKING advised that on Tuesday night, 5/28/68, 
a Presbyterian Church at Decatur, Ill., held a street dance 
for the underFPivUeged children, manly Negroes, in the 
Dscatur area. According to Information fumsshed him by Rev. 
GORDON C. STEWART1, Assistant Pastor of the church, an unknown 
individual driving posit the street dance stopped his car, 
left the lights on and walked over to observe the social function. 
He spoke to a few of the adults in attendance, observing that 
they were doing a wonddeful thing in conjoin ng the social 
activity for the Negro childeen. Rev. STEWART, curious as 
to his idmnity, asked the individual his name, and he was 
told it was "STEVERINO". The unknown individual was also observed 
by another individual other than Rev. STEWART1, although neither 
could get a good look at him btcause Kwai 10 PM at night, 
dark, and the individual stood In the shadow cast by a tree 
between hm and a dark blue street light, of the.fiourSs<eln't 
type.

This mutter was immeddately reported to the Decatur Office 
but on Wednesday, the Rev. STEWART contacted SA BERNEKING and 
seated he and his associates had talked over the stranger who 
had ilsittd the street dance and had decided he bore some 
faint resemblance to published photographs of JAMES EARL’ RAY. 
Reverent STEWART observed stvt:fal photographs in the Decatur 
RA made of JAMES EARL RAY at various stages in his cafttr but 
could not identify him by face outline or hairing and only 
found that the individual seen by him had eyes which resembled 
the dyds drawn on RAY’s bartender photograph by a Bureau atist. 
Rev. STEWART gavd SA BERNEKING the name of oed of the individuals 
who had the most contact with the unsown man, and SA BERNEKING 
was able to contact this individual teteptinicalyy on Wednesday 
night but could not arrange for an interveew with him prior to 
Friday, 5/31/68, because the individual had other commitments.

SA BERNEKING stated he was confident fom his .intevitww 
personnaiy of Rev. STEWART and telephonicO-ly 'W^h..;’htFOher.-

44-561 
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SI 44-561

individual that our fugitive was not -in Decatur. However 
a member of Rev- STEWARTs church is a -reporter for the 
local Decatur newspaper, is aware of the information* 
furnihied by STEWART to the FBI, and has made inquiries as 
to whether or not RAY wasin town. SA BERNEKING has contacted 
the editor of -the Decatur Herald, explaining this matter 
to him indicating that it appears to be .merely one of numerous 
investigative leads which we -receive in this case from well-metnig 
individuals, which result iLn a blind alley. The editor 
observed to SA BERNEKING that the activities of the unknown 
individual were such as to make it highly questionable that 
he was, in fact, JAMES EARL RAY, and he saw no news value in 
this matter.

Suhsequeetly, the office af Sppingfield was ^ntacted 
by JOHN KANGILASKI, a reporter on the Chicago DUly News, _ . 
Area Code 312 321-2121, which its the extension of the City Desk. 
KANGILASKI, who advised he was formerly in Cincinnati where 
he was acquainted with fomer SAC ED MASON, advised two Associated 
Press (AP) urgent releases had been made foom Decatur to .the 
effect that a minister and another individual had viewed 
photographs of a person who appeared at a street dance TUeSity.. - 
night and felt the individual resembled RAY, He wondered if there 
was any substance to this and was advised we could not comment 
on that mater. He was thanked for his interest, however, 
and it was explained ^general tom the Banner to-jMch 
Wanted Flyers and Identification Order’s result in cals being 
made to Bureau offcces on -lrrk-a-Ukis and persons bearing 
some resemblance. He advised he was weel aware of thi’ 
from prior contacts with the Bureau, and understood our 
prsitiLon conppetely. Mr. KANGILASKI advised that according 
to the AP wire releases, allegedly several residents of Decatux' 
have told authoritiis that they saw the man who resembled 
piLctures of RAY ot Tuesday night.

SA BERNEKING again contacted and advised AP ■representative 
had also contacted the Decatur PDa which had refused to comrnent 
on this patter. SA BERNEKING stated he was iLn the process 
of intexveewiig the second iniivideal who saw the man; and in 
view of this cire^msttnci, more additional current photographs 
of RAY have been dispatched to SA BERNEKING to help iLn ilipinatilg 
the individual.

Mr. JAMES BIAND, Crime Records, SOG, was contacted and 
alerted to the above and advised when this mtter had been 
resolved, a crmnpnicctirn would be sebnpttii. Mr. BLAND 
appreciated the notifCcttron since under the ciremJaances he 
felt the Bureau could weel receive a press inquiry in this 
maaier.

-2-
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FXM6 (Rev. .5-22-64)

Transmit the 'following in

Via-, TELETYPE

TO:

FROM

FBI

Dae 6/4/68

,PLAINTEXT_______________
(Type in plainest or code)

URGENT__________
(Priority)

DIRECTOR,, FBI (44-38861).

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN, CR.

'RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU JUNE THREE LAST

STATES NONE :

WILLXM M IIR, 'UNCLE OF JAMIES EARL RAY, ALTON, RECONTACTED,

F FAMILY HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH HIM AND DOES

NOT KNOW JOHN EUGENE GAWRON.

IRIS STUART, ALTON, OBSERVED TWO MEN CROSSING BROWN

.STREET-, -ALTON ON JULY THIRTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN

SHORTLY AFTER BANK OF ALTON ROBBED. BELIEVES SHE COULD

LDENT EITHER BUT FAILED TO EFFECT -IDENTIFICTTOON FROM

PHOTOS OF RAY AND ASSOCIATES

OFFICERS AND FORMER OFFICERS ALTON POLICE DEPARTMENT,

'WHO KNEW RAY INDICATE THEY FEEL IT WOULD HAVE COME TO THEIR

/
ANYTIME IN NINETEEN

SIXTY SEVEN BECAUSE ROBBERY WARRANT OUTSTANDING FOR HIM FOR

ROBBERY WEGENER'S FOODLINER, ALTON, IN NINETEEN FIFTY UNI

.ATTENTION HAD HE RETURNED TO ALTON

SEARCHED.^^^^ 
serialized ^- 
Norn *

1 FILID-w

QJ Springfield (44-561) 
I- Chicago (44-1.114)
1 - Memphis (44-1987)
1 - Si. Louis (44-775)

• RCH/smr
. <4). , 
s^mr

Approved:., 
/ Special
V/
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FBI
Date:

Transmit the following in ,
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via-.
(Priority)

SC 44-561

AIRMAIL COPIES SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS

FOR INFORMATION.

P.

Approved:, M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FBI WASH DC t

FBI SPRNGFLD . • '

438PM URGENT 6/4/68 MAL •

TO DIRECTOR, (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

“ MURKIN, CR. ' '

RE SPRINNFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU JUNE THREE LAST.

. WILLIAM MAHER, UNCL.E OF JAMES EARL RAY, ALTON, RECONTACTED, 

STATES NONE OF FAMILY HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH HIM AND DOES 

NOT KNOW JOHN EUGENE GAWRON. .

IRIS STUART, ALTON, OBSERVED TWO MEN CROSSING BROWN 

STREET, ALTON, ON JULY THIRTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN, 

SHORTLY AFTER BAND OF ALTON ROBBED. BELIEVES SHE COULD 

IDENT EITHER BUT FAILED TO EFFECT IDENTIFICATION FROM * 

.PHOTOS OF RAY AND ASSOCIATES.

OFFICERS AND FORMER OFFICERS, ALTON POLICE: DEPARTMENT, 

WHO KNEW RAY INDICATE THEY FEEL IT WOULD HAVE COME TO THEIR 

ATTENTION HAD HE RETURNED TO ALTON ANYTIME IN NINETEEN 

SIXTY SEVEN BECAUSE ROBBERY WARRANT OUTSTANDNNG FOR HIM FOR , 

ROBBERY WEGENER'S FOODLINER, ALTON, IN NINETEEN 'FIFTY NINE. 

END PAGE ONE ' •

SEARCHED-, 
SERAUEH^*-"* 

INDEXED„„,„,,..,,.~~..j""^
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PAGE TWO . . . '

AIRMAIL COPIES SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS 

FOR INFORMATION.

P. ' " " .

END

NAU

FBI WASH DC
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FBI MINNAPLs

FSI SPRNGFLD

921 ' ' i ,

PM URGENT 6-4-68 DJK

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY' AND MINNEAPOLIS

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 2PP

MURKIN. ’ * •

RE KANSAS CITY TELETYPE JUNE THREE, LAST, AND DALLAS 

TELETYPE JUNE FOUR, INSTANT.

ON JUNE FOUR, INSTANT, CARL SLAYBACK, SHERIFF, KC LEAN COUNTY, 

BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS, ADVISED THAT PAUL OSBORN.BRIDGEMAN'S PARENTS 

ARE DECEASED AND STATED AFTER CHECK OF NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS WITH 

THE CREDIT BUREAU OF BLOOMINGTON THAT HIS FATHER, JAMES M. AND 

MOTHER, IRENE BRIDGMAN, 'WERE DIVORCED AND ON AUGUST EIGHTEEN, 

.NINETEEN SIXTY-TWO, JAMES M. BRIDGMAAN SHOT AND KILLED) HIS WIFE, 

IRENE BRIDGEMAN, AND THEN SHOT HIMSELF AT DAYTONA BEACH, FLORIDA.

SHERIFF SLAYBACK -FURTHER ADVISED THAT PAUL BRIDGEMAN'S '
/ ‘ ’

FORMER MOTHER-IN-LAW, MARGIE BRICKER, RESIDES AT ONE NINE THREE 

SUNNYSIDE COURT,/BLOOMINGTON, AND THAT HIS FORMER. WIFE, CAROLYN, 

RESIDES BLOOMINGTON AND ON CONTACT THIS DATE ADVISED THAT SHE HAS 

NOT SEEN OR HEARD FROM BRIDGEMAN FOR APPROXIMATELY FOUR YEARS. 

END PAGE ONE • ’ ’ '

: (jL^prlngfield (44-56L>
: L - Memphis (AM)
i L - Dallas (AM) . ,
' LFDjskirtMk
; L3) kjp M

' Approyd __________________ Sent-KC
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; , PAGE TWO ’ .

j * SHERIFF SEATBACK ADVISED THAT WHEN BRIDESMAN WAS,'LIVING ,

• • ’ IN BLOOMINGTON HIS CHILD WAS MADE A WARD OF THE COURT AND THAT

: - HE, the SHERIFF, Was PROBATION officer at the time, -AND took the

• ” CHILD FROM THEM AND THE CHILD WAS PUT IN CUSTODY OF MRS. HOWARD

। ' DANIELS. ' . : '

MRS* DANIELS INFORMED SHERIFF SlAYBACK DATE THAT BRDDGEMAN,

* • CONTACTED HER APPROXIMATELY THREE OR FOUR WEEKS AGO AND STATED THAT

; , ! HE WAS IN KANSAS CITY, WAS REMARRm. HE ALSO STATED THAT HIS

I WIFE'S MAIDEN NAME WAS STARR'AND THAT HER FATHER IS A MANAGER OF

j A MOTEL OR HOTEL IN THE KANSAS CITY .AREA; HOWEVER, MRS. DANIELS
i ’
[ STATED,SHE DID NOT RECALL WHICH* ' , ' ■ '

I . KANSAS CXTY^ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY FATHER-IN-LAW OF BRIDGEMAN,

j HIS LAST NAME MAY BE (FNU) STARR, OPERATING A MOTEL OR HOTEL IN THE

; KANSAS CITY AREA AND’INTERVIEW REGARDING BRIDGEMAN. -
! ' - . * * ’
| • AIRMAIL COPIES MEMPHIS AND DALLAS. . . '

| > ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P. , ~ . ’ , ' , ' ,

’ ’ , ’ END ’ 1 .

-RLT ' \ \ ‘

1 FBI MINNLPLS _ • \ '
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FBI MINNAPLS

FBI SPRNGFLD

PM URGENT 6-4-68 DJK

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY AND .MINNEAPOLIS

FROM SPRINGFIEDD (44-561) 2PP

MORKIN

RE-KANSAS CITY TELETYPE JUNE THREE, LAST,. AND DALLAS 

TELETYPE JUNE FOUR, INSTANT. 1 '

ON JUNE FOUR, INSTANT, CARL SLAYBACK, SHERIFF, MC LEAN COUNTY", 

BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS, ADVISED THAT PAUL OSBORN,BRIDGEMAN’S PARENTS 

ARE DECEASED AND STATED AFTER CHECK OF NEWSPAPER CLIPPNNGS WITH 

THE CREDIT BUREAU OF BLOOMINGTONJTHAT HIS FATHER, JAMES M. AND 

MOTHER, IRENE BRIDGEMAN, 'WERE DIVORCED^AND ON AUGUST EIGHTEEN, 

,NINETEEN SIXTY-TWO, JAMES M. BUDGET SHOT AND KILLED HIS WIFE, 

IRENE BRIDGEMAN, AND THEN SHOT HIMSELF AT DAYTONA BEACH, FLORIDA.

SHERIFF SLAYBACK FURTHER ADVISED THAT PAUL .BRIDGEMAN’S

FORMER MOTHER-INlAAW, MARGIE BRICKER, RESIDES AT ONE NINE THREE 

SUNNYSIDE COURT,/BLOOMINGTON, AND THAT HIS FORMER WIFE, CAROLYN, 

RESIDES BLOOMINGTON AND ON CONTACT THIS DATE ADVISED THAT SHE HAS/ 

NOT SEEN OR HEARD FROM BRIDGEMAN FOR APPROXIMATELY FOUR YEARS. 

END PAGE ONE

^ 56fZ-62A
SIA»CHB>.
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PAGE TWO

SHERIFF SLAYBACK ADVISED THAT WHEN BRIDGEMAN WAS, LIVING , ,

IN BLOOMINGTON HIS CHILD WAS MADE A WARD OF THE COURT AND THAT 

HE, THE SHERIFF, WAS PROBATION OFFICERAT THE TIME, AND TOOK THE 

CHILD FROM THEM AND THE'CHILD WAS PUT IN CUSTODY OF MRS. HOWARD 

CANNELS. • .

MRS. DANIELS INFORMED SHERIFF SLAYBACK DATE THAT BRIDGMAN. 

CONTACTED HER APPROXIMATELY THREE OR FOUR WEEKS AGO AND STATED THAT 

HE WAS IN KANSAS CITY, WAS REMARRED. HE ALSO STATED THAT HIS 

WIFE'S MAIDEN NAME WAS STARR AND THAT HER FATHER IS A MANAGER OF 

A MOTEL OR HOTEL IN THE KANSAS CITY AREA; HOWEVER, MRS. DANIELS 

STATED SHE DID NOT RECALL WHICH. '

KANSAS COT ATTEMPT* TO IDENTIFY FATHER-IN-LAW OF BRIDGEMAN, 

HIS LAST NAME MAY BE (FNU) STARR, OPERATING A MOTEL OR HOTEL IN THE 

KANSAS CITY AREA AND INTERVIWW REGARDING BRIDGEMAN.

AIRMAIL COPIES MEMPHIS AND DALLA.S.

ARMED AND DANGER.OUS. P. , ,

END ,

RLT '

FBI MINNAPLS . ■ . '

END _ r
’ r < end

LLD ,
■ .. ' DJB - ’ - 1
' FBI WASH DC

' _ , . FBI KAN CITY ,
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