








FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘ .

Transmit the following in

Via

FBI
Date: 6/13/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN; RM
RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED JUNE TWELVE LAST.
CANVASS OF LAUNDRIES AND DRY CLEANERS, ALTON AND VICINITY
COMPLETED, NO IDENTIFICATION MADE JAMES EARL RAY OR ASSOCIATES.
SI ONETSLX ONE FOUR - C AND SI ONE FIVE FIVE TWO - C RECONTACTED
STATED NO INFORMATION DEVELOPED INDICATING RAY OBSERVED ALTON
OR VICINITY BETWEEN APRIL AND JULY, NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN,

COPIES MAILED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST, LOUIS.

Bpringfiéld34441561)

Chicago (44-1114) (RM) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (RM) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (RM) (AM)

RCH/t1p

W -Ser 6732

SEARCHED. rerermprgrre=

SERIALVZER.,.... Ll T
TN [n}) 4 0 HE——— e .
7 47
Approved: ']C/ Sent 5 £ M  Per & &L

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176









o

'SI 44-561

- i o

"This statement is written by me and is true and

sincere. '
*/s/ Ruby Smith Carpenter
"May 15, 1968"

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that-her former husband,
JAMES GERALD RAY, is' still residing in Center, Missouri, under
the name of JERRY RAYNS, and that he had his phone changed to
an unlisted phone in order that he would not be bothered by

crank calls. She stated that she is in contact occasionally

with MELBA MARIE RYAN, the sister of JAMES EARL RAY, and with
Mrs. FRANK FULLER, the aunt of JAMES EARL RAY. She stated that
all members of the family tell her that they have no
information concerning JAMES EARL RAY's whereabouts and will
cooperate in the location of RAY.

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she could not furnish
any further information other than that previously furnished
to the FBI. .

_}714.m¢

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176












FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) “ ) .

FBI
Date: 6/17/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE ____URGENT

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (Pb._l)

MURKIN

RE SITEL TO BUREAU JUNE FOIR TEEN, LAST..

BANKS IN GREATER ALTON AREA CONVASSED AND INFORMATION
SOLICITED CONCERNING NEW ACCOUNTS OPENED SUBSEQUENT TO JULY
THIRTEEN, LAST, WITH A VIEW Td DETERMINE IF RAY POSSIBLY
DEPOSITED MONEYS OR FUNDS IN ANY ALTON AREA BANK SUBSEQUENT
TO ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTON. PHOTOS OF RAY AND ASSOCIATES
DISPLAYED TO THOSE BANKS CONTACTED TODAY WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS.

INSTRUCTIONS SENT NEIGHBORING OFFICES WITH REGARD
TO SURVEY OF LAUNDRY AND DRY CLEANING ESTABLISHMENTS.
AM COPIES SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

g_f)— Springfield (44-561)

1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH :mp

4) M

Approved: f‘/‘j Sent 4/56"27/[0

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

UO . S Gr= D

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

FILE (44-561) DATE: 6-17-68
SAC
MURKIN

Section Chief CLEMENT MC GOWAN, 12:15 p.m., June
14, 1968, telephonically contacted me and advised that inquiry
concernlng laundry marks at laundry and dry cleaning
establishments with regard to the clothing obtained in the
Alton Bank Robbery should be expanded to cover, particuarly
St. Louis and neighboring offices,.

Mr., MC GOWAN again emphasized that it is most
important to determine the source of funds in possession of
JAMES EARL RAY,

Above information telephonically furnished to SA
HAINES, same date.

TC:VLS

SEARCHED __)___INDEXED,_,
SERIALIZEH (L FiLep AL 226
JUN17 1963

bl —bPRlNurh_L

%W%

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI

Date: 8/317/68

Transmit the {ollowing in

{Type in plaintcxt or code)
Via AIRTE L ATl MATL
(Priority)
______________________________________________________ S
TO: SAC, CHICAGO {(44-1114)
TROM SAC, SPRINGFIRLD (44-561 S
SUBJECT:  MURYIN
Re Bureau telephone call to Springfield 8/14/68.
On instruction of the Bureau, receiving oifices are
instructed to canvass laundry and dry cleaning cstablishmenis
and d,_sﬂ?.'-y photos of JAWES XARL RAY and agsociates to )
determine if they sre known in conuacir— egtaplishwments and \
estal M“h Ia au‘dry and dry cleosning marks assigned to then,
Furnish results of contact to the o}‘ ingfield and Memphis
Divigions.
2 - Chicagec (/M' L1114}
2 ~ St. Louis (44-775)
2 - indianapeolis
Z ~ Memphis {44.-1387)
@»- Springfield {(44-561)
RCH tmph
(10} m@ﬁ
SEARCHED)
SERIAL 1ZED, & 2
. INDEXED AT
L - - -
,{/¢ I/ oo
Approved: Sent _____.__..___.___ M Per

Sperial Agent in Chaorge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-38 {(Rev, 5-22-64)

F &l
Date: 6/17/62

Transmit the {cllowing in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRE L ALR HAIL

v

(Priority)

TO:

TROH:

U I

SAC, CHICAGO (44-~1114)

SAC, SPRINGFIRELD (44-561) -

SUBJECT: HMURKIN
Re Rureau telephone call to Springfield 6/14/68.
receiving offices

On iostruction of the Bureau,

inatructed to canvass laundry and dry cleawing establishments
and digplay photos of JAMES FARL RAY and associates to
dotermine 3£ they are known in contacted establishments and

extoblish iaundry and dry cleaning marks assigned to them.
Farnish resul of contact to the Springfiecld and Memphis

Divigicns.

F

D

Chicogo (44-1114)
St. Leuis (44-775)
Z - Indianapolis

% ~ HMemphis (44~1987)
<g§l Springfield (44-561)

WCH smph

(o) W ‘

Approved: ... Sent

Special Agent in Cnarge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ' ‘ |
|

|

|

|

FBI {

|

Date: 6/18/68 I

|

PLAINTEXT |
|

|

|

|

(Type in plaintext or code)

Transmit the following in

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN |

AIRTEL TO BUREAU JUNE TWELVE LAST.

RESULTS.
CANVASS OF BANKS ALTON AND VICINITY CONTINUING

UNPRODUCTIVE TO DATE.
COPIES MAILED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

(D - Springfield (44-561)

RE SPRINGFIELD TEL JUNE SEVENTEEN LAST AND LOUISVILLE

PHOTOGRAPHS - OF RAY DISPLAYED TO CURRENT AND FORMER

OWNERS MEN'S STYLE SHOP, MAYFIELD, KENTUCKY, WITH NEGATIVE

IN EFFORT

TO LOCATE ANY ACCOUNTS POSSIBLY UTILIZED BY RAY. RESULTS
OF THESE CONTACTS AND DISPLAY OF PHOTOGRAPHS AT AREA BANKS

1 ~ Chicago (44-1114) SEARCHED, oo
1 - Memphis (44-1987) $ERIALIZED,...........A@Q.
1 - St. Louis (44-775) IMDEXNED .
RCH/SSJ" FILED. o 2R%22
&=y L sey < £O
Approved: W/ Sent :2,0 /7 /9 M Per #:ﬁﬁ

Speci&l/Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176







FD-36

Transmit the following in

AIRTET, ATBEMALL,
: (Priority)
e L
X DIRECTOR, ¥FBI
(ATTN T NCIC)

(Revt 5-22-64) ‘ : ‘

FBl
Date: 6/16/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

IR0 SAC, SPRINGFIELD (91-0) =P~

SUBJECT ¢ {,. OUN MA som'
l.) S 1 JJ BR

Re Springfield airtel to Director dated 5/27/68.

CAROQLYN WOOD, clerk, Citizens Savings and Loan,
flast Alton, YIllivois, advised on 6/14/68 the captioned
individunl made a $1L700 deposit into his account and
furniszhed their company with his Social Security number

The serial numhers are as follows all of which are
Fadaral Reserve Notes:

$100 dollar bills

GOL2548643A Federal Beserve Notes Series 1930
DO357983056A 1950n
HO4AZ202423A4 19500
:1.1.136332A 1934C
HO1G87865A 19504
HO0368365A 1934G
HO43883576A 195¢D
YON687400A . 1934D
1.3.40033524 1950K
HO0394236A . 1950
JO0G005300 . 1963A
3 ~ Bureau e
i - Memphis (44~1987) (INFO) Qﬂhwxummn-;zz”
1 - 8t. Louis {INFO) ' sﬂUlUﬁm
LY~ Springfietld (1:91e0] s
(i) (1:91g3639) (1:91m2992> ‘ND““D' A@gﬁk*“
O 44-561) _ FILED...
T*“/jag

(¢) JgML) S st LX)

)

Approved: Sent W Per

Special Agent in (‘mrrv

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



“

4

v

ST 91-0

HO2740222A 19508

K019432634 : e
$50 dollar bills

HO33708054A 190D

Y00375144A 1950

DO10962944 : 1928J
$20 dollar bills

H036653704A 1863

G96342770D 19508

I31507280A ' 1950C

JO905415CA 19634

G25056374C 1950C

G51988623C 1950C

H03342724A 196G3A

GZ20032765A 1963

K06292681A 19634

AOD598749A 1263

¥6S571616A 19500

J2081980724 | 19634
$10 dollar bills

1598171878 . 1950D

LEAD

NCIC

Compare these scrial numbers with bait money entersd
into NCIC taken in bank robberies and hurglaries., Reply
sheuid be expedited in view of the fact that monrey is being
held by loan company avaiting your reply. ‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

g
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2

S

FBI
Date: 6/19/68
PLAINTEXT | X

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)
Vig TELETYPE URGENT

(Priority)

________________________________________________ L

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN ' '

JUNE THIRTEEN LAST,

AFTER BANK OF ALTON ROBBERY.
DENIED ANY CONTACT WITH JAMES EARL RAY SUBSEQUENT TO

GAWRON IN VIEW RAY'S APPREHENSION,

@- Springfield (44-561)

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JUNE EIGHTEEN LAST, BOSTON AIRTEL
TO BUREAU JUNE THIRTEEN LAST, AND ST. LOUIS AIRTEL TO SI

BOSTON ADVISES CONTACT WITH SAVAGE ARMS, INC., DISCLOSED
THERE IS NO WAY TO TRACE WEAPON SIMILAR TO ONE RECOVERED

ST. LOUIS ADVISED JOHN EUGENE GAWRON HAS REPEATEDLY

HIS

ESCAPE FROM MSP, BUT ST. LOUIS CONTEMPLATES REINTERVIEW OF

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE DEVELOPED
INFORMATION RICHARD COVINGTON, SUSPECT IN BANK OF ALTON
ROBBERY,, HARBORED UNKNOWN INDIVIDUAL AT HIS RESIDENCE ON
FOURTH STREET, ALTON, FOR APPROXIMATELY SEVEN DAYS JUEY,.
SIXTYSEVEN; LATER ALLEGED TO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO BURN CLOTHING

~ Chicago (44~1114) (AM) SEARCHED, momerrgorer
1 ~ Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SERIALIZED.... 427 ‘
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) VADERED...oosrerr
;CH/SSJ ' FlLED......../.)// ------ 7 |\ \\
2

Y- L é/ GFL

Approved; " ;de Sent M PG‘T%’/‘L‘

Special Agent in Chcn‘ge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . ‘

L4
¥

<
A

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via

(Priority)

SI 44-561
PAGE TWO _
AND DISPOSE OF UNIDENTIFIED WEAPON, INFORMANT INSTRUCTED
TO FOLLOW UP INFORMATION VIGOROUSLY AND REPORT RESULTS
PROMPTLY, '

'COPIES MAILED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

Approved: Serit M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176










FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

’.

FBI
. Date: 6/21/68
Transmit the‘ following in PLA(IT}j;’;l;EZKZaintext e
Via TELETYPE - URGENT

S S N

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN o '

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JUNE TWENTY LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C TO DATE UNABLE TO VERIFY
RESIDENCE HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AT FOURTH STREET ALTON
ABOUT TIME OF BR AT BANK OF ALTON. INFORMANT CONTINUING
INQUIRY INSTANT MATTER, .

HAZEL DREW, MOTHER OF CAROLYN WYATT, STATES CAROLYN
NOT IN ALTON AT THIS TIME. DUE TO RETURN EARLY NEXT WEEK.
WILL BE INTERVIEWED AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. |

MAIL COPY TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS.

56l G 3"/

D - springtiela Ga-se1) SEARCHED.... ___
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) serIALizED... 2/
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) INDEXED. T
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) FILED B
RCH/ssj . , £m ‘
@) | o
» L

/| (,/ 30 o .
Approved: Sent 5 P M Per ek

Special A!;ent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘ .

Date: 6/20/68

|

|

|

|

|

|
FBI - {
: |
|

|

|

|

|

|

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)
TELETYPE URGENT a ' ) |
(Priority) i

________________________________________________ N

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU JUNE NINETEEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C ADVISED TODAY THAT WOMAN
WHO SAW UNKNOWN MAN AT APARTMENT OF HAROLD RICHARD
COVINGTON IS CAROLYN. WYATT. WYATT HAS BEEN VICTIM OF
wSTA CASE INVESTIGATED BY SI DIVISION. EFFORTS TO LOCATE
WYATT TO DATE UNSUCCESSFUL.

COVINGTON DESCRIBED WMA, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES,
ONE SIX ZERO POUNDS, BROWN HAIR AND BLUE EYES, AGE THIRTY.
COVINGTON MEETS DESCRIPTION OF SHOTGUN MAN IN ROBBERY,
THE BANK OF ALTON.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING INTO THIS ASPECT AND SI
ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C WORKI&G FULL TIME TO DEVELOP

INFORMATION.

COPIES MAILEpP TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, ST, , LOUIS.

%56/ GBS

/1)- springfield (44-561) SEARCHED
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) R ) I
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) ﬁjg?”zw ------ PR
1. - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) EXED... o .
RCH/smx FILED. (:PW\
‘ (4)
o g jr
Approved: ('/ Sent é F M Per C

Spec!al Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176









FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ) . . . .

Transmit the following in

Via

%

FBI
Date: 6/24/68

(Type in plaintext or code) —{
TELETYPE URGENT _ ' ;
(Priority) i

)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP. 1)

MURKIN H

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JUNE TWENTYONE, LAST.

HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON ARRESTED DURING PAST WEEKEND IN
POSSESSION OF STOLEN CUB CADET TRACTOR. INCARCERATED MACOUPIN
COUNTY JAIL. WILL BE INTERVIEWED.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C REPORTS NO SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS
ON INQUIRIES BUT CONTINUING EFFORTS. |

CAROLYN WYATT HAS NOT RETURNED ALTON TO DATE.

AM COPIES FURNISHED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

(1:3 Springfield (44-561)

1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH:mpb

(4) /Mﬁﬂé

: yi ‘ '/% Lﬁ/é/- é/7
Approved: /\C/ Sent /’v/pM Per /@Q

rd
Special IAgerllt in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) ‘ ‘

!

|

|

!

|

FBI |

Date: 6/25/68 |,

|

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT |

(Type in plaintext or code) |

TELETYPE - URGENT |

Via 14

(Priority) |
________________________________________________ )

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JUNE TWENTYFOUR LAST.

CAROLYN WYATT INTERVIEWED. STATES SHE KNOWS HAROLD
RICHARD COVINGTON; THAT HE IS ASSOCIATE OF FORMER BROTHER-
IN-LAW JOHN MC CLINTOCK, ALSO SUSPECT IN BR; THAT SHE HAS
LITTLE TO DO WITH HIM AND NOT AWARE HE EVER LIVED FOURTH
STREET, ALTON. PHOTOS JAMES EARL RAY DISPLAYED WITHOUT
EFFECTING IDENTIFICATION. '

MACOUPIN COUNTY SHERIFF ELVIN SAWYER ADVISED COVINGTON
HAS NOT BEEN ARRESTED TO DATE BUT NECESSARY PAPERS BEING
ISSUED FOR ARREST ON THEFT CHARGES. SHERIFF WILL ADVISE
IF AND WHEN COVINGTON IN CUSTODY THAT COUNTY IN ORDER THAT
HE MIGHT BE INTERVIEWED BY BUAGENTS.

MAIL COPY SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

(D - Springfield (44-561)

1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) SEARCHER. . mmrmgehr
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (%) SERJALIZEN, kL
1 -~ St. Louis (44-775) (ANM) INDEKED. e
%g¥/§2527' | QLED......... e
- /’ - }
Approved: ' P Sent g [ M Per (_, &
Special Agent in Charge ! f\;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176


















FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT

FBI
Date: 6/26/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JUNE TWENTYFIVE LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED HE
HAS BEEN UNABLE TO MAKE CONTACT WITH PERSONS WHO WOULD BE
ABLE TO VERIFY RESIDENCE.OF HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON ON
FOURTH STREET, ALTON, JULY, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN. STATED
HE IS CERTAIN COVINGTON LIVED THERE AND CONTINUING EFFORTS
TO VERIFY.

COVINGTON NOT YET ARRESTED BY MACOUPIN COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE.

MAIL COPY SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

(D - springfield (44-561)

1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) SEARCHED.... Ay o
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SERIALIZED(LZ oo
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) _ INDEXED /£
RCH/ssj A
(4) o<y

/

/\

Approved: LC/ Sent gj/ﬁ? M  Per /%

. 1 . []
Special Agent in Charge LILL/
S/ £ é‘; /

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 [Rev. 5-22-64) . ‘ !
1

. . - . a I

[

|

FBI
Date:  6/26/68

Transmit the following in

!

|

|

!

|

|

|

|

. |
Via —
Y |

r {Type in plaintext or code)
AIRTEL } AIR MAIL
(Priority)
e ) - —

TO: DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)

ATTH FBI LABORATORY
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P -
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Springfield airtel to Chicago dated
6/17/68,

Being transmitted under separate cover by
registered mail are the following items of clothing previoucly
subritted by Springfield under caption, "Unsubs (2); The
Bank of Altom, Alton, Illinois, 7/13/67"; Springfield
file ©1-3699, Bufile 91-27506. '

Man’'s Van Heusen Vanguard shirt,
tem Q2 (PC-A1071 JV).

Man's brown trousers, Item Q€
(PC-A1071 JV),

The above-named shirt bears laundry marks in
collar; the trousers bear laundry marks om right front
and rear pockets.

The laboratory is requested to photograph
these laundry marks for suitable reproduction in circular
letter, the preparatlon of which is being requested of the

" Mechanical Section by this airtel, and the text -of which
is set out below.

The above-described evidence is being submitted
and the preparation of circular letter requested, in order
to fully explore laundry and dry cleaning marks on the

3 - Bureau (44-38861) 1 - Ind1anandi1&g&@ﬁ— )(Ihfo)
1 - Package (RM) ' 2 Sprlncfla&dh@&655017 """
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (Infog CH: jah INDEXED_- e
1 i Memphlc‘ (41 1987) InfO 0) F”-ED
1 - St, Louis (44-775) (info) L%}JL/
7z A/Ws
Approved: Sent M Per

Special Ageunt in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




SI 44-561

submitted items, since allegations have been made by

JOSEPH EUGENE GAWRON, St. Louis, Missouri, which indicate
JAMES EARL RAY cased The Bank of Alton in 1859 and may

have been involved in bank robbery at that bank July 13,
1967. The Bureau is vitally interested in ascertaining
source of RAY's funds since his escape from MSP, April, 1967.

The Mechanical Section is requested to prepare,
upon receipt of photographic facsimiles from the Photographic
Section, the following circular letter:

"To all Laundries -and Dry Cleaning Establishments

On July 13, 1967, two unknown males, wearing
stocking masks; robbed The Bank of Alton, Alton,
Illinois, at gunpoint and obtained over $27,000.
Investigation of this crime led to the recovery of
a white Van Heusen Vanguard shirt and a pair of tan
trousers among other items.

The shirt bears laundry marks and the {rousers
dry cleaning symbols, facsimilés:of which appear below.
The laundry marks appear on the shirt collar, the dry
cleaning symbols appear on the front and rear pockets
on the right side of the trousers.

(Facsimile photos inserted at this point)

If, after review of the above facsimiles, you
feel you have information which would be of assistance to
the Bureau, please call the nearest office of the FBI,
the telephone number of which is in the front page
of your telephone dlrectory "

_ Offices receiving information copies of this
airtel are instructed to hoid leads requested in referenced
airtel in abeyance pending receipt of above circular letter.

The Laboratory is requested to send direct to
Chicago 1800 copies, to Indianapolis 1800 copies, and to
St. Louis 700 copies of the prepared circular letter.

e Tt

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




SI 44--561

The Laboratory is requested to return submltted
items upon completion of requested action.

Ei N 5

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-55 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘ : ‘
\ W . .
| 4
h : FBI

A . Date: .' 6/26/68

I

‘
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

F—t—————— e e —

_ AIRTEL ‘ AIR MAIL
Via \,
(Priority)
T™O: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
ATTN: = FBI LABORATCORY
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) = P -
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Springfield airtel to Chicago dated
6/17/68.

Being transmitted under separate cover by
registered mail are the following items of clothing previously
submitted by Springfield under caption, "Unsubs (2); The
Bank of Alton, Alton, Illimois, 7/13/67'; Springfieid
file 91-3699, Bufile 91-27506,

Man's Van Heusen Vanguard shirt, _éz?

Item Q3 (PC-A1071 JvVvj). ;?:E;:STEHGAT-
. S VIES Mapp
Man's brown trousers, Item Q6 Wde L
(PC-A1071 JV). SRR,

The above-named shirt bears laundry marks in
collar; the trousers bear laundry marks on right front
and rear pockets.

The laboratory is requested to photograph
these laundry marks for suitable reproduction in circular
letter, the preparation of which is being requested of the
Mechanical Section by this airtel, and the text of which
is set out below, ’

The above-described evidence is being submitted

and the preparation of circular letter requested, in order
fo fully explore laundry and dry cleaning marks on the

- .Bureau (44-38861)

3 - 1 - Indianapolis (44- )(Info)
«(% 1 = Package(RM) ~ £ 2)- Springfield g(44~561)
" 1 - Chicago (44-1114) (Info) “-RCH:jah sersien -
' ~ Memphis (44-1987) (Info) (10) ) Ewééﬁ' ---------- 778
- St. Louis (44-775) (Info) . INDEXED. ..
: 3 FILED, )

Approved: . : Sent M
‘ Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SI 44-561

submitted items, since allegations have been made by

JOSEPH EUGENE GAWRON, St. Louis, Missouri, which indicate
JAMES EARL RAY cased The Bank of Alton in 1959 and may

have been involved in bank robbery at that bank July 13,
1967. The Bureau is vitally interested in ascertaining
source of RAY's funds since his escape from MSP, April, 1967,

The Mechanical Section is requested to prepare,
upon receipt of photographic facsimiles from the Photographic
Section, the following circular letter:

"To all Laundries .and Dry Cleaning Establishments

On July 13, 1987, two unknown males,; wearing
stocking masks, robbed The Bank of Alton, Alton,
Illinois, at gunpoint and obtained over $27,000,
Investigation of this crime led to the recovery of
a wnite Van Heusen Vanguard shirt and a pair of tan
‘trousers among other items.

The shirt bears laundry marks and the f{rousers
dry cleaning symbols, facsimilés:of which appear below.
The laundry marks appear on the shirt collar, the dry
cleaning symbols appear on the front and rear pockets
on the right side of the trousers.

(Facsimile photos inserted at this point)

. If, after review of the above facsimiles, you .
feeli you have information waich would be of assistance to
the Bureau, please call the nearest.office of the FBI,
the telephone number of which is in the front page
of your telephone directory."

_ Offices receiving information copies of this
airtel are instructed to hold leads requested in referenced
airtel in abeyance pending receipt of above circular letter.

The Laboratory is requesied to send direct to

Chicago 1800 copies, to Indianavolis 1800 copies, and to
St. Louis 700 copiei of the Prepared circular letter.
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The Laboratbry is requested to return submitted
completion of requested action.
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FBI
Daie: 6/;33/48

Transmit the following in

(Typc in plaintext or code)

Via .- AJRTET ATR _MAXT,

(Priority)

______________________________________________________________ S S

70 © DIRECTOR, ¥Bi (h4.38851)
FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (4h4-1574)
SUBJECT: MURKLHN

For |nJormatlon of Chicago and Springficld, on
5/17/68, the Los Angeles Times had contact with one BOR
(L¥T), who sajd he had information concz:ﬂshu what actually
had talzen place in comnnection with the decath of Dr. KING,
The following is a summary of the allegatlons made by BOD:

L. ‘The day i OfDlC the shooting, BAY was picked
vy in Athens, Alabanas, and was bz kc: to HMomphis,

a rooming house, Anotvher

T TIS,  LEWIS wes suppescd te be
the uabxap man and Kill KING 3t the rally that night 17
RAY missed hig chence on the balcony.

2. Ho reglstere

man reslatered as SAMURL T

3. After chooting KING, RAY wslked two or threc
blocks to the gelaway car, accompanied by & glrl and a
guy. 'The car vag e new biue Buick, with Alabama ]LC“M%P

p]JVGFc The fiest diglte of the license are nolleved {o DG
ona (our. ‘ne car wag cwned and driven by EDRDIE 3
anteydlle, Alebasa, Xt is eg
e gecond man gtayed overnight end
to Knoxville,
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4. RAYs‘two girls and a child were driven from

Memphis by WILBURN in the blue Buick. They went to Kansas

- City and the trip took six and one half hours. The girls,

thg-qhild, and WILBURN are all from Huntsville, Alabama,

R 5. In Kansag City, RAY stayed overnight at a
home, described as a small gray, shingled, one bedroom
house about three miles from central Kansas City.

6. At dusk the next day, 4/5/68, RAY was flown
to Belle Glade, Floride in a private plane. The plane
took off from a private field, alsc used as a training
field for the military. RAY arrived early U4/6/68,

. The plane in which RAY was flown is owned by
a_WILLIAM 3CE. a wealthy man who owns or operates an
alrport in PelleGlade, and onee owned a contracting company
in Guba. It isg not known if PIERCE flew the plane., PIERCE
also ouwns a motel in Belle Glade and cottages in nearby
Okeechobee, or maybe on nearby Lake Okeechobee, PIERCE
1is said to he a Klu Klux Klan member,

8. RAY is believed to have &tayed in the motel
or in a cottage. He may still be there or in Cuba.
9, On 4/11/68 RAY boarded a yacht, probably a
charter boat in Key West; Flogida., The boat was owned
by BEN THOMPSON. A BEN THOMPSON of Miami owns three
fishing boats. '

10. PIERCE often flies his own private plane to
New Qrleans and 1g suwvposged to know District Attorney
JTM GARRISON,

11, PIGRCE and WILBURN arc said to be related.

12, UWILBURN is possibly a Veterarsof Foreign
Wars club member in Huntsville, Alabama.
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13. The rifle was supposedly left in the furnace -

of a Memphis rooming house, and is believed gtill there.

ThLu Ls believed to refer the rifle of the backup man.,
14. RAY is now wearing bifocals,

' 15. The white Mustang belonging to RAY was not
in Memphis on the day of the KING slaying, and he did not
escape in it. Presumably it never left Georgia in April.

16. On the day of the killing, 4/4/68, RAY made
a telephone call from Memphis to Belle Glade and it is
believed to have been made from a bus station.

17. In the weeks before the killing, RAY stayed
somewhere in Belle Glade, Florida.

18. WILBURN is supposed to have been paid-off
in Reno. The night before the killing when somebody hit a
keno ticket for ;23 000 in Cal-Neva ILodge., which was rigged
to pass the MODAY o The rigging was done with che knowledge
of CHARLTE CADE, 6880 Pebble Beach Drive, P;ﬂ' California,
who runs a 1'% at the Cai=Neva. JACK STRUGLS cof St. Louls,
who formerl§ worked in a bar on Second eno, Nevada,
came into a lot of money and allegedly was & concavt in this
operation also.

19, RAY stayed in thc Clarn Hotel, Room 700, on
4/17-18/68. o

20, LAMONT WHIT@ﬁ’whn works fowfilestern Union,
Los Angeles, s&llt oney 6o Lovisiana apd oouth two pistols.
The pistols really weﬁ% to I _hAﬂA.ﬂ‘ }LY of Lhatanocbg,
Tennessee, wWho was formerly dIn Dris BRICKLEY
is allegedly in Los Angeles,

- 21. HAROLD's Cafe, 555 South Main Street, Los Angele
is a "queer" bar where RAY formerly worked and a guy named
CONNTE, who works there, allegedly kncis RAY,
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. 1T who once worked the Top Rall Bar,
Seventh and Alvarado Ztreets, Los Angeles, was allegedly
formerly married to Y. SHEA is from St. Louis and now
lives in North Hollywood, California. SHEA's mother lives
in Compton, California. SHEA 1s married and now lives.at
812 South Westlake Avenue, Los Angeles, with a man who
owns a bar. SHEA is blond, about 38 years of age.

02,  WILLIE

23, A telephone credit card supposedly used by
RAY weas issued to Ridell Catering, U, S, Rubber Company,,
Detroit, either in the name of FNU RIDELL or ROBERT BRR&Y
RIDELL reportedly lives in Harper Woods, Michigan, fCalls
on credit card reporvedly made from Memphis tc Belle Glade.

24, SAMUEL LEWIS, the second man in the rooming
house, was discharged in 1963 from the penitentiary at Milan,
Michigan, and previously served time in Chillicothe and
Terre Haute, The Log Angeles Times reported the Warden at
Milan had no record of LEWIS,

25, LEWIS tock a bus from Knoxville to Los Angeles
on 4/7/68, and travelled en route thiough Memphis and Bl Paso,

26, The housge in Kansas City is described as follows:
It is located off a main street starting from downtown Kansas
City., Missouri, direction unknown, and from ths main street
a smaller strest goes to the left, vhich street has & Western
Union building located on it and gees off from the main street
in the form of a steep hill, Two or three milesz up the hill
on the left ars located nice looking epartments, brounish
in color, where students from some school live, and Just
prior to this on the right is the location of a moving
company, name unkncwn, and a grocery store is located in
the vicinity of the moving company on the szne side. About
two blocks beyond the grocery store there 15 & narrow street
with ramshackle bouses on onc side and vacaat Jots on the
other., Turning right on this street, the third nouse on tho
Left would be the correct house involved, which is occupied
by an individual who sells beer and boozc after hours and

I TR
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- freezer in the living room. . S
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hides guys out., The house is described as one bedroom,
no garage, dirt drilveway, single SToLy, and has a large

The information contained above has been checked

out and investigation to date has failed to substantiate any

of tlie above allegations. The Los Anwoles Times has dechned
to further identify the bource of ; j
investigation 1na¢cafe
FBI No. 827-170A.
advised that she -ba. lcV@S LESTR

to Chilcago, where he was ]va?b earjler this yeara

The Bureau has instructed that reasonable effort
be expended to locate LESTER EDWARD PACKETT and rescive the :
gbove allegations. ‘

LEAD

CHICAGO

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS: Will conduét credit and
arrest checks, and obhur reasonable 1nvp5bigation to attempt
to locate and interview PACKETT concerning the aboveallegatilons,

SPRINGFIELD ‘ : |

AT SPRINGFIELD, TLLINOTS: Will examine records
of Tllincis State Denartment ol Motor Vehicles for any
record of automoblle drivers license issued to LLSTER EDWARD
PACKETT; or any current automobile which may he registered
to him which would aid in locating him.
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