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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
RRtEC

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTfGATION

In Rep,lease Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
File No. April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Ear] Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. "

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the
""Ten Most Wanted Fugitives' list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the
widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and d/e;cription to help effect his prompt
location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI/yvanted
notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical. .

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968,
chargeshRay, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti-
tutional Right of ‘a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the
Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine-
_ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of
burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray
is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.
Described as a "'loner and "drifter, ' with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and

completed a course at a school of bartending.
Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information

concerning him to the nearest FBI office.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No. ( April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the
""Ten Most Wanted Fugitives' list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the
widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt
location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted
notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968,
charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti-
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the
Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine-
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of
burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray
is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.
" Described as a "loner and "drifter, " with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and

completed a course at a school of bartending,
Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information

concerning him to the nearest FBI office.
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U.\'I'l‘]',lj) STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No, FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 20, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer,
John Willard, James McBride, James
Walton, W, C. Herron and James
O'Conner

FUGITIVE

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES'" PROGRAM

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought
under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil
rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added to the FBI's list of
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. '

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of

Ray to the '"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugi-

tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and

description to help effect his earliest possible location.

Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal- 1

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, believed fired from the |

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim.
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An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finQer-
prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons
on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Division,
succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17,
1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere
with a Constitutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray is also sought for un-
lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery,
based bn a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri.
.He heiﬂd been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri,
in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery
and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September,
1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum
security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was repérted missing
from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967,

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been
convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money
Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and
Pontiac, Hlinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth,
Kansas.

He served in the Army betWeen February, 1946, and December,
1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and
breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack
of adaptability for military service.
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Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois
on March 10, 1928. He is approximately 5'10'" inches tall, weighs from 163
to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He
has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his
right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and
straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at
an ear lobe., His left ear protrudes noticeably.

Acquaintances describe him as a "loner' and "drifter' whose
language and diction reflect a "rural' quality and indicate he has had limited

education.

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks
vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant
seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked

as a baker, laborer and color matcher.

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons,
He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles

area early in 1968.

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous.
Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately
contact the nearest office of the FBI, the telephone number of which may be

found on the first page of local telephone directories.
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UNI'I‘:*I‘J) STATES DEPARTMENT OF JbIsTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

' File No. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 20, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer,
John Willard, James McBride, James
Walton, W, C, Herron and James
O'Conner

FUGITIVE

‘CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM

James Earl Rajr, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought
under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil
rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added to the FBI's list of
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives,'

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of
Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives' list, which already contains ten fugi-
tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray'é photograph and

description to help effect his earliest possible location.

Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal-

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, believed fired from the

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim.
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An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fhlger-
prints uncovered in the Dr, King case against fingerprints of over 53,000 persons
on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Division,
succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17,
1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere
with a Constitutional Right of ;1 United States citizen. Ray is also sought for un-
lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery,
based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri.
He had been confined at the Missouri State Peniténtia.ry, Jefferson City, Missouri,
in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery
and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September,
1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum
security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. Hé was repérted missing
from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967,

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been
convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money
Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and
Pontiac, Ilinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth,
Kansas.

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December,
1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and

breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack

of adaptability for military service.
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Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Dlinois
on March 10, 1928. He is approximately 5'10" inches tall, weighs from 163
to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He
has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his
right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and
straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at
an ear lobe, His left ear protrudes noticeably.

Acquaintances describe him as a '"loner' and "drifter' whose
language and diction reflect a '"rural' quality and indicate he has had limited
education.

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks
vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant
seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked

as a baker, laborer and color matcher.

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons.
He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles

area early in 1968,

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous.
Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately

contact the nearest office of the FBI, the telephone number of which may be

found on the first page of local telephone directories.
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NR@59 WA CODE
10:53PM NITEL ©€7/25/76 MDP
TO ATLANTA BIRMINGHAM

CHARLOTTE CHICAGO

NEW ORLEANS NEW YORK

SPRINGFIELD ST. LOUIS
FROM DIRECTOR (1@8@-186678) /ééy,ﬁzﬁﬂjzmj

MARTIN LUTHER KING,/dﬁf//lfiuwTﬁp

REBUTEL TO ALL OFFICES DATED JULY 28, 1976, WHICH SET
FORTH BACKGROUND INFORMATION CONCERNING REVIEW OF OUR
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., INVESTIGATIONS BY A TASK FORCE OF
THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY (OPR), DEPARTMENT
OF JUSTICE.

PURPOSE OF THIS TELETYPE IS TO ALERT RECIPIENTS REGARDING
PLANS OF OPR TASK FORCE PERSONNEL TO VISIT THEIR OFFICES TO
CONTINUE REVIEW OF OUR KING INVESTIGATIONS.

DURING AUGUST, 1976, TASK FORCE PERSONNEL FRED FOLSOM,
LEADER; JAMES WALKER; JOSEPH GROSS; JAMES KIECKHEFER AND
WILLIAM WHITE WILL ARRIVE A THE FOLLOWING OFFICES ON DATES
INDICATED: ATLANTA AUGUST 2-3, 19763 BIRMINGHAM AUGUST 4=3,

DA ‘
29@3&010' ‘ " 44-5¢] - ppo
el g
T " F"?/w ZoM semtees 225 1o 2]

| o ° p&/ JUL 29.1976

DL, iy 77’<€—7
o | ‘ a
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PAGE TWO
19763 AND NEW ORLEANS AUGUST 5-6, 1976. PRIOR T0 JOINING THE
GROUP IN ATLANTA, WALKER WILL ARRIVE AT THE CHARLOTTE OFFICE ON
THE MORNING OF JULY 38, 1976. WITH EXCEPTION OF ATLANTA THE TASK
'FORGE DESIRES TO REVIEW KING ASSASSINATION FILES CMURKIN), THE
INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND ALL KING RELATED
SECURITY FILES. 1IN ATLANTA THE TASK FORCE IS ONLY INTERESTED
IN REVIEWING MURKIN FILES AND PLANS A SECOND TRIP TO ATLANTA
AT A LATER DATE TO REVIEW ALL SECURITY FILES,

"DURING THE WEEK OF AUGUST 16-28, 1976, TRAVEL IS PLANNED

TO CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS AND SPRINGFIELD, ALTHOUGH DURATION OF TIME
IN EACH OFFICE IS UNKNOWN AT PRESENT., ALL KING RELATED FILES ‘
ARE TO BE REVIEWED IN ST. LOUIS AND SPRINGFIELD, IN CHICAGOFTHE
TASK FORCE IS INTERESTED INITIALLY IN REVIEWING ONLY THE MURKIN
FILE AND PLANS A LATER VISIT TO REVIEW THE KING INTELLIGENCE
INVESTIGATION AND RELATED SECURITY FILES. ADDITIONAL DETAILS
REGARDING TRAVEL OF THE TASK FORCE DURING THE PER;OD AUGUUT 16-20,
1976, WILL BE PROVIDED. NO SPECIFIC DATES FOR TRAVEL TO NEW YORK
HAVE BEEN SET OTHER THAN IT WILL BE AFTER AUGUST 20, 1976,

IT IS NOTED THAT ALL PERSONNEL ON THE TASK FORCE.ARE
AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO PERTINENT FILES AND SUBFILES AT FBIH@
AND IN THE FIELD REGARDING INVESTIGATION OF XING, HIS FAMILY
MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES. THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER PAGES OF

’
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PAGE THREE
COMMUNICATIONS CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI SOURCES AND
INFORMANTS WHO WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS AT THAT TIME
AND INDIVIDUALS WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED CONFIDENTIALITY.

(I INFORMANT FILES ARE NOT TO BE MADE AVAILABLE WITHOUT PRIOR FBIHQ

——
N e .

AUTHORITY, e ,
BECAUSE OF SENSITIVITY INVOLVING OUR INVESTIGATION OF

STANLEY DAVID LEVISON, IT HAS BEEN RECOMMENDED TO THE DEPARTMENT

THAT HIS FILE AT FBIHQ AND IN THE FIELD BE RESTRICTED TO REVIEW

BY FOLSOM ONLY. THE DEPARTMENT HAS~hOT RENDERED A DECISION ON

THIS RECOMMENDATION., THEREFORE, UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, RECIPIENTS

”ARE TO DENY ALL TASK FORCE PERSONNEL ACCESS TO LEVISON'S FILE. /

RECIPIENTS ASSIGN COORDINATOR TO HANDLE LIAISON WITH TASK

FORCE PERSONNEL AND PROVIDE OFFICE SPACE IN WHICH TO CONDUCT

REVIEW. CONFIRM THEIR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE BY TELETYPE AND

KEEP FBIHQ ADVISED OF SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS.

END

/
PLS RETURN TO TALK

WE-FEE - 51
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PM NITEL 87/25/76 MDP
TO ALL SACS
FROM DIRECTOR (100- {ﬂﬁg;g>zc /7}440!ﬂ2ﬁ*‘
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BUDED AUGUST 9, 1976 |

FOR INFORMATION OF RECIPIENTS THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CAG)
HAS ORDERED A REVIEW OF THE FBI'S INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN
LUTHER KING. ASSIGNED TO CONDUCT THIS REVIEW IS A TASK FORCE
WORKING UNDER DIRECTION OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL
RESPONSIBILITY (OPR) -OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS INDICATED THE REVIEW IS TO RESOLVE THE
FOLLOWING FOUR QUESTIONS: (1> WAS THE FBI INVESTIGATION OF
KING'S ASSASSINATION THOROUGH AND HONEST? . (2) IS THERE ANY
EVIDENCE THE FBI WAS INVOLVED IN THE ASSASSINATION? (3) IS
THERE ANY NEW EVIDENCE WHICH HAS COME TO THE ATTENTION OF THE
DEPARTMENT CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION? (4) DOES THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE BUREAU AND KING CALL FOR CRIMINAL
PROSECUTIONS, DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS OR OTHER APPROPRIATE

ACTION?
- THIS REVIEW IS A CONTINUATION OF A "PARTIAL REVIEW" RECENTLY

44 -3¢/ a//Z/
10 iiﬁ&ﬁmfzﬁ“*ﬁi f.&%’ﬁ@%
ag

@@ 6”"? JUL 3 01978
&

Fidi =~ SRLT A»'
.
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'CONDUCTED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT UNDER
DIRECTION OF ASSISTANT AG J. STANLEY POTTINGER., ALL PERSONNEL
ON THE TASK FORCE ARE AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO OUR FILES
PERTAINING TO KING'S ASSASSINATION, OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTI-
GATION OF KING AND ANY FILES RELATING TO BASIS FOR THESE
INVESTIGATIONS, THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS
CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI SOURCES AND INFORMANTS WHO
WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS AT THAT TIME AND INDIVIDUALS
- WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED CONFIDENTIALITY.,

TO DATE THE TASK FORCE HAS REVIEWED FBIHQ@ AND WFO FILES
CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF KING CAPTIONED "MURKIN,

BUREAU FILE 44-33861. TASK FORCE MEMBERS HAVE TRAVELED TO
MEMPHIS, MILWAUKEE, KANSAS CITY, OMAHA, SAN FRANCISCO AND

LOS ANGELES AND REVIEWED MURKIN AND INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION
FILES OF THOSE OFFICES. FUTURE TRAVEL BY THE -TASK FORCE IS
PLANNED FOR ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, CHICAGO, NEW ORLEANS,
NEW YORK, SPRINGFIELD AND ST. LOUIS.

AFTER ABOVE TRAVEL IS COMPLETED AND KING RELATED SECURITY
FILES AT FBIHQ ARE REVIEWED, THE TASK FORCE WILL HAVE SEEN THE
MAJORITY OF SERIALS IN OUR FILES RELATING TO THE KING INVESTI-
GATIONS. HOWEVER, SINCE IT IS THE GOAL OF THE TASK FORCE TO
REVIEW KING RELATED FILES IN EVERY FIELD OFFICE, IT WILL BE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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NECESSARY TO FORWARD XEROX COPIES OF FILES FROM THE REMAINING
OFFICES T0 FBIHQ FOR REVIEW.

THEREFORE, ALL RECIPIENTS WITH EXCEPTION OF THOSE OFF ICES
NAMED ABOVE, FURNISH FBIHQ ONE XEROX COPY OF EACH SERIAL CON-
TAINED IN YOUR KING ASSASSINATION FILE CAPTIONED "MURKIN." IT
IS REQUESTED THIS MATERIAL BE PROCESSED AND MAILED TO REACH FBIHQ
PRIOR TO AUGUST S, 1976. THIS MATERIAL SHOULD BE SENT BY
REGISTERED MAIL, ATTENTION DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR INGRAM,
INTELLIGENCE DIVISION.

IF MURKIN FILES CONTAIN ANY PHOTOGRAPHS, EXHIBITS OR OTHER
ITEMS WHICH CANNOT BE XEROXED A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EACH ITEM

" AND ITS LOCATION SHOULD BE SET FORTH IN YOUR COMMUNICATIONS

TRANSMITTING THE DOCUMENTS TO FBIHQ.

SUBRSEQUENT INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE ISSUED CONCERNING SUBMISSION
OF COPIES OF OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND RELATED
SECURITY FILES., OFFICES TO BE VISITED IN THE FUTURE BY TASK
FORCE PERSONNEL WILL ALSO BE FURNISHED APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTIONS
BY SEPARATE COMMUNICATION.

END

AA
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PAGE THO

ALL KING RELATED FILES. UPON COMPLETION, HE WILL TRAVEL TO
ST. LOUIS TO CONDUCT SIMILAR REVIEW ,

ALL KE WBERS OF THE TASK FORCE PLAN TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON,
D.C., BY AUGUST 20, 1976. o ' o ~
~ YOU ARE REMINDED ‘THAT ALL PERSONNEL ON THE TASK FORCE ARE
AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO PERTINENT FILES. AND SUBFILES AT

FBIHQ AND IN THE FIELD RDGARDING INVESTIGATION OF KING, HIS

FAMILY MEMBERS AND ASSOCIAES. THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER PAGES OF |

COMMUNICATIONS CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI SOURCES AND
INFORMANTS WHO WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS AT THE TIME
. AND INDIVIDUALS WHO EXPRESSED OR INPLIED CONFIDENTIALITY.
INFORMANTIFILES ARE NOT T0 BE MADE AVAILABLE WITHOUT PRIOR
'FBIM@ AUTHORITY. . \

©'FOR INFORMATION OF GHIGAGO AND SPRINGFIELD, BECAUSE OF
SENSITLVITY INVOLVING OUR INVESTIGATION OF STANLEY DAVID LEVISON,
IT HAS BEEN RECOMMENDED TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT HIS FILE BE
RESTRICTED T0 REVIEY BY FOLSOM ONLY. SINCE THE DEPARTMENT HAS
NOT RENDERED A DECISION ON THIS RECOMMENDATION, 10U ARE TO DENY
| TASK FORCE PERSONNEL ACCESS TO LEVISON'S FILE..

(I\. '

i
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PAGE THREE
RECIPIENTS ASSIGN COORDINATOR TO HANDLE LIAISON WITH TASK

FORCE. PERSONNEL AND PROVIDE OFFICE SPACE IN WHICH TO CONDUCT

REVIEY. CONFIRM THEIR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE BY TELETYPE AND

KEEP FBINQ ADVISED OF SIGNIFICANT'DEVELDPMENTS. |

END

X

/

DJK FBI SPRINGFIELD CLR TKS
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FBI

Date:  g/20/76

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
1
i
|
!
!
|

E’ (Precedence)

BT

CLEAR

ATTENTION INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RE BUTEL TO SPRINGFIELD, AUGUST 10, 1976.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE ATTORNEY JOSEPH F.

JR. ARRIVED AT SPRINGFIELD DIVISION 12:u45 PM, AUGUST 20,

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION 5:10 PM, AUGUST 20, 1976.

BT

SI 4u4-661

EAS/bjl/é%a/
D]

ibcmAuLy/;ﬁmwﬂ/&_
' AUG 20.1976

Fil = SPRINGFIELD

AND COMMENCED FILE REVIEW. COMPLETED FILE REVIEW AND DEPARTED

s 9%#14&0 }/‘/wm%g_.féf

GROSS,

1976,

/ -7

S

M Per (é)/\’

Approved: (ﬁ'ﬂ//ﬂ Sent __ 2

/
U/;Epectal Agent in Charge
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AIRTEL

FROM:

SUBJECT:

o e

8/23/76
PLAINTEXT :

AIRMAIL

DIRECTOR, FBI (ATTENTIOHi INTELLIGENCE DIVISION)
SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44;5615'—RUC—

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR -

Re Springfield teletype to Bureau dated 8/20/76.
During file review Springfield Division, Department

of Justice Task Force Attorney JOSEPH F. GROSS, JR. requested
and was furnished xerox copies of the following serials in
Springfield file 44-561: ,

Serial 259 . Photostat of undated Western District
- of Missouri:pre-sentence report block-
stamped Springfield 4/24/68. :

Serial 260 Chicago ‘airtel to Bureau dated
4/20/68 transmitting copies of JAMES
EARL RAY's file at Illinoils State
Prison, Pontiac, Illinois.

Serials 261— , S
265 Enclosures Ior serial 260 (enclosures
were also furnished Bureau)

Serial 324 Springfield teletype to Bureau and
: “Chicago dated 4/28/68. -

_Serial 325 | Springfield teletype to Bureau, Miami

and St. Louis dated 4/26/68.

Serial 414 Memorandum of SA ELYON H. DAVIS dated

5/2/68 to. SAC, Springfield (contained
background 1nrormation on JAMES EARL

RAY).
) saaacaeq"ﬂ,ﬂmmmﬂ.—~
7- Bureaun 1d (44-561) smw.%aaw..... s
- Springfie - ‘ : INGEXE ﬂﬂm*jgé?"
AS/ssj P il

(3)

Bo\ws SMLM,

éﬁ;/;;z/' )72%7
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SI 44-561

Serial 415

Serial 797

Serial 805

Serial 810

Memorandum of SA ELYON H. DAVIS’®
dated 5/2/68 to SAC, Springfield
(contained information furnished on a
confidential basis by Circuit Judge
RICHARD SCHOLZ, Quincy, Illinois).

Memorandum from SA WILLIAM J. BILLEAUD

to SAC, Springfield dated 11/26/68
(contained information concerning

purchase of an automobile by JOHN L. RAYNS).

LHM concerning JAMES EARL RAY
(copy furnished Bureau by Springfield
airtel dated 11/29/68).

Bureau airtel to Springfield and Chicago
dated 12/5/68.

Prior to commencing file review, Mr. GROSS
inquired of the identity of the serials contained in Springfield
file on LEVISON. Per telephonic instructions received from
FBIHQ, Mr. GROSS was advised that the first serial was a
communication from the Bureau and that second serial was a
communication from Springfield to Chicago and New York. No
other information concerning these serials was furnished.
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Transmit the following in

Oosl FBI

(T'ype in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

FM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
TO DIRECTOR ROUTINE
BT
CLEAR
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; COST DATA

RE BUREAU TEL TO ALL SACS DATED AUGUST 6, 1976.

FOLLOWING PERSONNEL, SPRINGFIELD DIVISION, WORKED ON CAPTIONED
MATTER DURING AUGUST, 1976: SUPERVISOR EMMETT A. SCHMITT, GS 1u,
STEP 6, FOUR HOURS REGULAR; CLERK LAWRENCE R. FAGG, GS 4, STEP 3,
TWO HOURS REGULAR; CLERK DAVID J. KAPP, GS 5, STEP 10, TWO HOURS
REGULAR; CLERK BRIAN R. CONLON, GS 5, STEP 4, TWO HOURS REGULAR;
CLERK PHILIP GRUSSENMEYER, GS 3, STEP 4, ONE HOUR REGULAR.

UNUSUAL COSTS: 100 PAGES XEROXING AT FIVE CENTS PER PAGE.

BT
St 56/~ ST
T 722
SEP 14.1976
Fiit = SPRINGFIELE 7
# 17
SIyy-561 /-
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E(:?i ]:22\5 ﬁ // Sent }/ ‘327% M Perﬁ\"(/

Approved: 1

Special Agent in Charge v /
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SAC, MEMPHIS (4%-1987) 8/18/76

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (RUC)

MURKIN
00: Memphis

All of the Springfield Division's files in the
caption matter are being retained by the Springfield Division

in the absence of a specific request from the Memphis
Division.

.~ Memphis (44-1887)
(1)~ Springfield (#4-561)
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) . .
:3 FBI

Date: 10/4/78

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Precedence)
FM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
TO DIRECTOR ROUTINE
BT
CLEAR
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; COST DATA
RE BUREAU TEL TO ALL SACS DATED AUGUST 6, 1976.
SPRINGFIELD HAS INCURRED NO COSTS ON CAPTIONED MATTER DURING
MONTH OF SEPTEMBER.
BT
s é// _/:é/’ ///
{SEARCHED INDEXED
(SERIALIZEGZZLDRILED__ 20 2
, 0CT 4 .1976
FBI = SPRINGFIEW
1)- SI 4uy-561 ‘
A %
EAS/bp: ' //
(1) _Hbs
. g\ﬂ Sent SR SZ/M per_ L=
Approved: Special Agent in Charg‘g/ gol: 1975 © - 590-992
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DE HQ

R 852115Z OCT 76

Fil DIRECTOR (1@0-166678)
TO ALL SACS ROUTINE

- BT

EFTO ' ]u°

‘4

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

BUDED OCTOBER 26, 1976

REFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPES TO ALL OFFICES DATED JULY 23,

1976 AND JULY 39, 1576 WHICH PROVIDED BACKGRCUND.MATERIAL

REGARDING REVIEW OF OUR KING INVESTIGATIONS CURRENTLY BEING

CONDUCTED BY THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RzSPONSIBILITY (OPR)

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. TELETYPES ALSO PROVIDED

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CERTAIN FIELD OFICES TO FURNISH TO FBIHQ A

COPY OF ,ALL SERIALS CONTAINED IN THZ KING ASSASSINATION FILE

CAPTIONED, “MURKIN".

PURPOSE OF THIS TELETYPE iS TO INSTRUdT MAJORITY OF FIELD

OFFICES TO REPRODUCE AND SEND TO FBIHQ KING AND RELATED

SECURITY FILES FOR REVIEW BY THE OPR TASK FORCE.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

N2 7

SEAREHED (YO JINDEXE
BERIALIZED

PR Eep

0CT 5 .1976

Fil = SPRINGFIX

{ Gawtt: dan
-t




PAGE TwO (135—19567@) EFTO

THE TaSK FORCE DESIRES T0 REVIEW FIELD OFFICE FILES
. AND SUBFILES IN THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATIONS: (1) MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., SH-C, BUFILE 100-18667d; (2) COMMINIST
INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE,
IS-C, BUFILE 180-438794; (3) COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL,
‘MATTERS (CIRM), BUFILE 109-4425293 (4) CPUSA = NEGRO
QUESTION, BUFILE, 100-3-116; (5) STANLEY DAVID LEVISON, Si-C,
BUFILE 00-392452. -

IT IS NOTED THAT EACH FIELD OFFIGE PROVIDED A COMPLETE
INVENTORY OF THE ABOVE FILES IN RESPONSE T0 FBIHQ TELETYPE
10 ALL oFF}cEs DATEﬁ DECEMBER 9, 1975 CAPIIONED; "MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR". |

" THE BELOV INSTRUCTIONS DO, NOT APPLY TO ATLANTA AND

CHICAGO BECAUSE TASK FORCE PERSONNEL HAVE PARTIALLY REVIEWED
FILES OF THESE OFFICES AND PLAN TO RETURN THERE IN THE BEAR

' FUTURE TO COMWPLETE REVIEW.
THE BELOY INSTRUCTIONS 'DO mof APPLY TO NEW YORK AND

\

BALTIMORE BECAUSE TASK FORCE PERSONNEL PLAN TRAVEL TO THESE
OFFICES IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO REVIEW ALL ABOVE FILES.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THRLE (IEB-IQSGYQ) EFTO

I

BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, KANSAS CiTY, LOS ANG“L&S, MEMPHIS,

MILWAUKEE, NEW ORLEANS, OMAHA, ST. LOUIS, SAN FRANCISCO,

e 4

SPRINGFIELD AND WASHINGTON FIELD DISREGARD BELOW INSTRUCTIONS SINCE

OPR REVIEW OF YOUR KING RELATED FILES HAS BEEN COMPLETED. , | g

SAN JUAN DISREGARD BELOW INSTRUCTIONS SINCE YOUR FILE
INVENTORY RESPONSE SHOWS YOUR OFFICE HAS NO SECURITY FILES
RELATING TO KING.

ALL OTHER RECIPIENTS FURNISH FBIHQ ONE XEROX COPY OF EACH
SERIAL CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE SPECIFIED FILES.

IT WILL BE NWCESSARY ONLY TO XZROX THE FIRST PAGE OF
ANY DOCUMENT IN YOUR FILES IF A COPY OF THAT DOCUMENT HAS BEEN
SUBMITTED TO FBIHQ. THIS WILL INCLUDE DOCUMENTS ORIG INATING
IN YOUR OFFICE AND THOSE RECEIVED FROM OTHER FIELD DIVISIONS.
IT IS NOTED THAT THIS FIRST PAGE SHOULD CONTAIN THE FIELD QFFICE
SERIAL IN ORDER THAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN MAKE A COMPLEE CHRONO-
LOGICAL ACCOUNTING OF EACH FIELD OFFICE SERIAL. ANY DOCUMENTS
I8 YOUR FILES, COPIES OF WHICH HAVE NOT BZEN SUBMITIED TO FBIHQ,
wUST BE REPRODUCED IN THEIR ENTIRETY AND FORWARDED TO FBIHQ.

IF ANY FILE CONTAINS PHOTOGRAPHS, EXHIBITS, OR OTHER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'PAGE FOUR (18@-106678) EF T 0 |
" ITEMS WHICH CANNOT BE XEROXED, A BRIEF DESCR&PTION OF EACH
ITEM AND LOCATION SHOULD BE SET FORTH IN COMMUNICATIONS
TRANSMITTING DESIRED DOCUMENTS TO FBIHQ??N

WITH RESPECT TO FILES CONCERNING CIH AND CPUSA - NEGRO
QUESTION, THE OPR TASK FORCE HAS AGREED TO A CUTOFF YEAR OF
1960. THEREFORE, NO SERIAL IN THESE FILES DATED PRIOR TO
JANUARY 1968 NEED BE SUBMITTED. THIS CUTOFF DATE DOES NOT
APPLY TO INVESTIGATIVE FILES CONCERNING KING, SCLC AND
LEVISON.

IT IS REQUESTED THIS MATERIAL DESIRED BY THE TASK FORCE
BE PROCESSED AND MAILED TO REACH FBIHQ BY OCTOBER 26, 1976.
THE MATERIAL SHOULD BE SENT BY REGISTERED MAIL, ATTENTION
DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIREGTOR JAMES O. INGRAM, GENERAL INVESTI-
GATIVE DIVISION.

SINCE THE DEPARTMENT TASK FORCE MUST SEE EVERY SERIAL

IN GUR INVESTIGATION OF KING AT FBIHQ AND IN THE. FIELD, IT

1S ECONOMICALLY BENEFICIAL TO THE GOVERNMENT TO REPRODUCE AND

MAIL THESE DOCUMENTS RATHER THAN HAVING TASK FORCE PERSONNEL
TRAVEL TO ALL FIELD OFFICES. ABOVE MENTIONED OFFICES T0 BZ
VISITED IN THE FUTURE BY THE TASK FORCE WILL BE FURNISHED
TRAYEL INFORMATION AT A LATER DATE.
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Indicy. Search Slip
~D-1oU CRev. 3-23-71)

TO: CHIEF CLERK

®

Date

Social Security Account #

Subject y Z /
74 L 7l £ e, e
Allases ’
e
Addres{ Birth Date Birthplace Race SlixMale
[ JFemale

Exact Spelling

All References

Main Criminal Case Files Only

:IRestnct to Locality of

Criminal References Only

:Main Subversive Case Files Only [:Mu!n Subversive {If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Subversive References Only

Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number

Remarks

File & Serial Number Remarks

So0-0- ¥4/0

YU ~58/ -85S

/S 7= /920

e —a

/4,/397

L5 D7A27F

JSOb—/0323 /772

/7 =83 §

SO0 —/D 37 >—

JQ‘/VQé—%Q{;ﬁj
/T 7—y720

Requested by

Squad Extension File No.

Searched by

(date)

Consolidated by

(date)

Reviewed by

(date)

File Review Symbols

? - Not ldentifiable

I - Identical
U - Unavallable reference

NI - Not identical
Gro

043—16—81471-1 450-401
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Date:  171/9/76 :w
|
|
|
|
|
|

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

{Precedence)
FM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
TO DIRECTOR ROQUTINE
BT
CLEAR
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; COST DATA
RE BUREAU TEL TO ALL SACS DATED AUGUST 6, 1976.
SPRINGFIELD HAS INCURRED NO COSTS ON CAPTIONED MATTER DURING
MONTH OF OCTOBER.
BT
e S ) EP
N T 52
NOV 2.1976
FBl - SPRINGFIELD
SI Lu-561 ; = -
EAS /11 . |
# ,ﬁﬁ N 47 .
R 7 L
Approved: Special Agent in Charge  \J/ | Sent ' I : A ‘
4 & ) 6o, 1675 0 - 590-002 -

"l
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A FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) . ! ’ |
I
. . FBI :
. ) [ —
. Date: | e ) ?w
11/15/786 ! (j‘{} 3
|
|
1
I
|
|

Transmit the following in
- (Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

FM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P)
[L-T0 DIRECTOR (u44-38861) ROUTINE

L,/'MEMPHIS (44-1987) ROUTINE

s o c’:‘@(, e 7.0
BT - g/fﬂg_}‘, 7 ’f ‘ﬁ\ }«‘ flﬁ""’%ﬁ”
=% | o p
CLEAR Wi E R )
MURKIN. GF = P07

JERRY RAY, BROTHER OF JAMES EARL RAY WAS INTERVIEWED
INSTANT DATE BY WGEM-TV IN QUINCY, ILLINOIS, AND INTERVIEW WILL
BE CARRIED ON LOCAL STATION. WGEM-TV IS AN NBC AFFILIATE.

SENIOR RESIDENT AGENT ELYON H. DAVIS, QUINCY, ILLINOIS,
MONITORED THE TV BROADCAST. JERRY RAY STATED IN INTERVIEW THE
CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHER
KING IS "ON THE LEVEL". HE STATED "LOTS OF GOOD THINGS CAN COME
FROM THIS IF JAMES EARL RAY GETS TO TESTIFY". JERRY RAY STATED
HE WILL VISIT JAMES EARL RAY IN TENNESSEE ON NOVEMBER 20, 1976.
JERRY RAY FURTHER STATED HE KNEW PERSONALLY THAT A CONSPIRACY
EXISTS CONCERNING THE DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHER KING. IN ADDITION,
RAY STATED ATTORNEY GENERAL LEV}K IS ALSgﬁCONDUCTING AN
SEARCHE%MEXED
SERIALIZ FILED
4-561
2;; o ém@ NOV 151976 psp ) /&Mr"
(L) 5 O /7//5)76WQ) FBI- SPRINGFIELD __,

| @/y/ l'”,n'{ %
\\W H Q - 6is7P ! 7 /
Approved: | Sent M M  Per %_W'

Special Agent in CHarge r/ % f
S 5T
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) .
A FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

PAGE TWO SI 44-561 CLEAR
INVESTIGATION WHICH WILL BE A COVER UP AND WHITEWASH. IT IS
ESTIMATED THE INTERVIEW LASTED APPROXIMATELY ONE MINUTE.
SPRINGFIELD DOES NOT KNOW THE CURRENT STATUS OF ANY
INVESTIGATION IN THIS MATTER. THIS IS BEING FURNISHED FOR
BUREAU'S INTEREST IN THE EVENT OF ANY PRESS INQUIRIES. ANY
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RECEIVED IN THIS REGARD WILL BE FURNISHED
TO THE BUREAU AND MEMPHIS.

BT

Sent M Per

Approved:
PP Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) . .

Date:

|
|
|
FBI |
|
12/1/76 |

|

(Type in plaintext or code)

Transmit the following in —
|
|
|
[
|

(Precedence)

FM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
TO DIRECTOR ROUTINE
BT

CLEAR
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; COST DATA

RE BUREAU TEL TO ALL SACS DATED AUGUST 6, 1976.
FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL, SPRINGFIELD DIVISION, WORKED ON CAPTIONED

MATTER DURING NOVEMBER, 1976: SPECIAL AGENT ELYON H. DAVIS, GS 13,

STEP 8, TWO HOURS REGULAR.

BT
A =6/ PO
SEARCHED __INDEXED
SERIALIZEDZ [ LED
I u4-561 -
ST Hu-5 DEC 1 1976
EAS/bi1f,
Jjéj Fgl -~ SPRINGFIELD, ,
, 7/
7
<y o >
' Sent M Per
Approved: Special Agent in Charé/ / .

GPO : 1975 O - 590-992
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) . .

|

|

|

FBI ] : ,’
d !

|

|

|

Date:
. 1/3/77

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

FM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
TO DIRECTOR ROUTINE
BT

CLEAR
- MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; COST DATA

RE BUREAU TEL TO ALL SACS AUGUST 6, 1976.

SPRINGFIELD HAS INCURRED NO COSTS ON CAPTIONED MATTER

DURING MONTH OF DECEMBER.

1
S
A
fz f/f%«” e

BT

SEARCHED INDEXED
SERIALIZGHZAZZRILED. 27
ST ‘44-561 JAN3 1977

FBI=-SPRINGFIELD

) —

EAS/cml ‘

v
S, ial Agent in Charge ! .
pecial A8 & GPO : 1975 O - 590-992

Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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['D-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) .(,r ' e

FBI

 Date: 2/7/77

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

FM SPRINGFIELD (62-2567) (RUC)

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) RCUTINE

BT

CLEAR

ATTENTICN GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION,
CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT.

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS, BUDED FEBRUARY 11, 1877.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU, JANUARY 6, 1877, AND

“{BUREAU TELETYPE TO ANCHORAGE, FEBRUARY 4, 1977.

REVIEW OF ALL SPRINGFIELD FILES ON JOHN F. KENNEDY AND MARTIN

LUTHER KING, JR. ASSASSINATIONS (MURKIN) AND RELATED CASES INDICATES :

ONLY FILE DESTROYED WAS SI 62-1911 ENTITLED "PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION

ON ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY" (WARREN REPORT), DESTROYED

SEPTEMBER 15, 1976.
NO FURTHER FILES ON THESE MATTERS WILL BE DESTROYED, UACB.

BT

o3+ 1% e T ,
SI 62-2567 Ww Fol- S7LENND ‘ z

. | |
A A RAM/1dl : M I - /A
" 4 Yy ]
N SE XaT wEErereyt
d i AQT Ly
/ | | 2 o e,
Approved: A i’g Sent _ ) F ‘ M Per /F"’\/ s
o SPIWU"QHL " Charge GPO : 1975 O - 550-952 .
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

5010-110

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11,6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC (44-561) DATE: 2/10/77

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10
JULY 1973 EDITION
]

SA ROBERT DALE SCHULER

MURKIN
CR
00: Memphis

Re telephone conversation between ASAC MORROW and
SA SCHULER, 2/9/77. '

Information had been obtained through Lt., DONALD
SANDIDGE (NA), Alton, Illinois Police Department, approximately
two weeks ago stating that[Sergeant CONRAD PETE BAETZ of the
Madison County Sheriff's Office had been requesting all avail-
able information regarding JAMES EARL RAY, including police
reports regarding a grocery store robbery in Alton in 1963,
along with police reports on the robbery oif the Bank of Alton
which occurred in 1967, Lt. SANDIDGE advised BAETZ informed
him he was collecting information regarding the assassination
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING at the request of the United States
Department of Justice, Lt. SANDIDGE advised his department
had furnished Sergeant BAETZ all available information regarding
JAMES EARL RAY and it was Lt. SANDIDGE's understanding that
Sergeant BAETZ was collecting the information and would in _turn
deliver it to the Departmental attorney in Washington, D. é]

2

For the information of the file, neither Sergeant
BAETZ nor a representative of the Madison County Sheriff's
office, Edwardsville, Illinois, has contacted the Alton RA
in writing or orally requesting any information regarding the
assassination of Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING or any information
relating to JAMES EARL RAY{7

¢

The above information was supplied to ASAC MORROW
at which time writer was instructed to prepare a memorandum
rega¥ding the above information. It was pointed out in
referenced conversation that Sergeant BAETZ was requesting
FBI reports on the robbery of the Bank of Alton in 1967 as
well asthe robbery of the First National Bank in St. Peters,
Missouri, in 1970, ASAC MORROW advised that Sergeant BAETZ
would not furnish explanation for requesting the information,

P ALY Sl /i

g

(2> springfield (1: 44-561) : SEARCHED INDEXED
, (1: 91-3699 - | SERIALIZED 222 A5 FILED, gt 2>
RDS 3@
) <
(2) FEB 1 01977
FBI - SPRINGFIELD
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll|Savings Plan W

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- 2/11/77
AIRTEL AIRMATL
TO: ' DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)
_FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,;
: ' DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW

, Lt. DONALD SANDIDGE (NA), Alton Police Department,

Alton, ‘Illinois, advised SA ROBERT DALE SCHULER that approxi-
. mately two weeks ago, Sergeant CONRAD PETE BAETZ of ‘the

Madison County Sheriff's Office had been requesting all
-available information regarding JAMES EARL RAY, including

police reports regarding a grocery store robbery in Alton in

1963, along with police reports on the robbery of the Bank of

Alton which occurred in 1967. Lt. SANDIDGE advised BAETZ

informed him he.was collecting information regarding the.

assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING at the request of

the United States Department. of Justice. Lt. SANDIDGE

advised his department had furnished Sergeant BAETZ all

available information regarding JAMES EARL RAY and it ,

was Lt. SANDIDGE's understanding that Sergeant BAETZ

was collecting the information and would in turn deliver

it to the Departmental Attorney in Washington, D. C.

For the information of the Bureau, neither Sergeant
BAETZ nor a representative of the Madison County Sheriff's
Office, Edwardsville, Illinois, has contacted the Alton RA
of the FBI in writing or orally requesting any information
regarding the assassinatin of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING or
any information relating to JAMES EARL RAY. ‘

i ' L The above information is being furnished FBIHQ
; for information and possible dissemination to U. S. Department

of Justice. ‘
2 -~ Bureau (100—1066%3{) . - - G
Springfield. (44- L
ﬁ;s ssj o iy 0 ] & MR\
[tay o e //)/4(7 M\
faézf/ S A S e

SRR S
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Springfield, Illinois
July 18, 1877

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On June 21, 1977, Kent Collins, Newscaster, KBQA
TV, Quincy, Illinois, advised that on night of June 20,
1977, Jerry Ray, the brother of James Earl Ray, contacted
KHQA - TV and wanted to be interviewed concerning James
Barl Ray.

Jerry Ray advised that he has been employed as
a greens keeper at a country c¢lub in subsurban Chicago,
Illinois area. However, Jerry Ray has lost his jobs due
to Pederal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) pressure after
Jerry Ray stated that the country club alsc employs a number
of illegal aliens and the country club did not want Federal
authorities messing around the country club.

Jerry Ray stated James Barl Ray does not want
to go to a Pederal prison because Justice Department people
will see that James Earl Ray is never heard of again.

Jerry Ray stated that Jerry Ray has been in contact
with members of the House Committee on assassinations and
that during the past few days he has talked to Walter Fanteroy.
Tnis has been since James Earl Ray's escape and recapture.

James Ray claimed that a business card was found
in the car James Barl Ray drove in Memphis at the time of
the assassination of King. This card belongs to an individual
who also had the use of the car and it has been astablished

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the ¥3I and is loaned
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed

outside your agency.

SA EMMETT A. SCHMITT/bbS
(8) ZS

Z ,
‘ _rgc.v/' ﬂ/
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- ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER
XING, JR.

that thizs person was connected with Central intelligence
Agency. Jerry Ray claimed his brother, James Earl Ray,

vas set up concerning King's assesszination and that there
is a witness who was four blocks away at the time of King's
death who can verify Ray could not have killed King.

Jorcy iay-aav Jame & Earl Ray a few Jays before

the escape and at that time James Barl Ray was very despondent
80 Jerry Ray was not surprised at the sscape attempt.

Jercy Ray stated that definitely James Eazl Ray
does not want to go to the Pederal Penitentiary at Marion,
1l1linois. He stated that at one time before, Pederal authorities
attampted to place James Earl Ray in the Paderal hospital
at Springfield, Missouri, in attempt tO keep James Barl
Ray from talking.

The Quincy Hecald-whig, Quinay, Illinois, dated
June 21, 1977, contained the following article concerning
an intecview by Jerry Ray:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176









SN

- Chicago (EBncls. 2)
(f%)- Springfield (44-561)

7/18/71

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
PROM: 8AC, SPRINGFPIELD (44-561)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Springfield airtel to the Bureau dated 6/23/77,
captioned “JAMBS EARL RAY, Aka, BT AL, UPAC - RESCAPE".

Enclosed herewith fo: is the original and four
coples of an LHM in captioned matter.

Bnclosed for Chicago are two copies of LHM, Chicago
should disseminate information to Immigration and Naturalization
Service locally.

U]

2 ﬁfaureau (44-38861) (Bncls. 5)

EiS/b s p/¢/ <51;/‘J6/;?
,déégégmw
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