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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STAtEsS DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2053(5

April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the 

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives” list:, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the 

widest possibte dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt 

location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaymg of 
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis,, Tennessee, motel.

An ^haustive FB1 fiogerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered 

in the Dr. King case against fiogerprolts of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notices have been posted determmed that Galt and Ray are identical. -
A Federal warrant, issued at BiI•mighhmn, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­

tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­

ment after cooviction for arm.ed robbery.
Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.
A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in nUnois on March 10, 1928, Ray * 

is approximate^ 5'10” tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown , 

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeabyy.
Described as a ,,lootr and "drifter, " with a "rural” quality in his speech, Ray 

has worked as a baker', laborer and color matcher. He has taken daociog lessons and 

completed a course at a school of bartending. -,<

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information *

coocerning him to the otarest FBI office.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to , • WASHINGOON, D.C. 205315

Fie No- April 20, 19618
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the 

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"Ten Most W^ted Fugitives” list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the 

widest possibee dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt 

location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis,, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search,, comparing latent finglrprints uncovered 

in the Dr. King case against fingerprnrts of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notices have been posted determneed that Galt and Ray are identical.
A F^ral warrant, issued at Birrnmgham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­

tutional Ri.ght of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 
burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.

A 40-rlar-old white male, reportedly born in Illiniit on March 10, 1928, Ray 

is approximate^ 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 

hair. He has a nerv°us habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.
Described as a "loner and "drifter, " with a "i-ural" quality in his speech, Ray 

has worked as a baker-, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lett)i)ns and 

completed a course at a school of bartending.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information 

concernmg him to the near-est FBI ofice.
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
Fie No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 20, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, Jamies McBride, Jamies 
Walton, W. C. Herron and Jamies 
O’Conner

FUGITIVE

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM

Jamies Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought 

under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil 

rights leader Dr. Martin Luther Knig, Jr., has been added to the FBI’s Hst of 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. "

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of 

Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives” list, which already cotfams ten fugi­

tives, to insure the widest possi.bl.e dtsslmination of Ray’s photograph and 

descriptton to help effect his attest possible loctfoon.

Ray has been the subject of a massi.ve and intensive search siince 

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on rhe bal­

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. Onie r^ bullet, believeJd fired from the 

window of a nearby roi)ming house, felled the vtftim.
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An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finger­

prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprmts of over 53,000 persons 

on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI’s Identification Division, 

succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmnngham, Alabama, on April 17, 

1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspirnig to interfere 

with a Constitutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray is also sought for un­

lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after convic^on for armed robbery, 

based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri. 

He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, 

in Mar-ch, 1960, with a 20-year sentence foHownig conviction for armed r-obber-y 

and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September, 

1966, while servmg the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum 

security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missnng *

from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967. ।

Ray, who has an arrest record dati.ng back to 1949 and has been 

convicted of burglary, armed r-obber-y and forgng Uotted States Postal Money 

Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and *

Pontiac, BLlmois, State Pr-isons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, ' 

Kansas.

He served in the Ar-my between February, 1946, and December, 

1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being « and 

breaknng arrest and was given a General Discharge due to meptoess and lack 

of adaptabiiity for military service.

- 2 -
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Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois 

on March 10, 1928. He is approximately 5'10"' inches tall, weighs from 163 

to 174 pounds., has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He 

has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his 

right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and 

straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at 

an ear lobe. His left ear protrudes noticeably.

Acquaintances describe him as a ”loner" and "drifter" whose 

language and diction reflect a "rural" quaity and indicate he has had limited 

education.

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks 

vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant 

seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels.. He is known to have worked 

as a baker, l.aborer and color matcher*.

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons. 

He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los A.ngeles 

area early i.n 1968.

Ray shoul.d be considered armed and extreme! dangerous. 

Anyone with information concerni.ng thi.s fugitive is requested to immedaaeeyy 

contact the nearest office of the FBI:, the teeephone number of which may be 

found on the fir*st page of local teeephone directories.
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In Reply, Peease Refer to 
Fie No.

UNITED) STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 20, 1968

JAMIES EARL RAY, also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, James McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and James 
O’Conner

FUGITIVE

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM

Ja,mes Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought

under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil 

rights leader Dr. Martin Luther Kmg, Jr., has been added to the FBI’s list of

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of

Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contams ton fugi­

tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray’s photograph and 

description to help effect his earliest possible locatron.

Ray has been the subject of a massi.ve and intensive search since

the brutal gunshot sla.ying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal­

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rffle bullet, believed fired from the

window of a nearby rooming house, felled He vtotim.
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An exhaustive FBI fingerprint searchi, comparing latent fmger- 

prtats uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprutts of over 53,000 persons 

on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI’s Identification Division, 

succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 

1968, charges Ray, under the ali.as Eric Starvo Galt, with conspirmg to interfere 

with a Constitutional Right of a Unitied States citizen. Ray is also sought for un­

lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after convictoon for armed robbery, 

based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri. 

He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, 

in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentience foHowmg convicUon for armed robbery 

and operating a motor vehicle without -permission of the owner. In September, 

1966, while servmg the sentence, he was confined for a time m the maximum 

security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missmg 

from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967.

Ray, who has an arrest record dati.ng back to 194=9 and has been 

convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money 

Orders, has also been confined in the Lios Angeles County Jail., the Joliet and 

Pontiac, Illniois, State Prisons and the Unitied States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, 

Kansas.

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December, 

1948, received a three-month sentience at hard labor for being drunk and 

breakmg arrest and was given a General Discharge due Iio i.neptin.ess and lack 

of adajp^Hity for military service.

- 2 -
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Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois 

on Mach 10, 1928. He is approximately 5'10"' inches tall, weighs from 163 

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He 

has a sma.l scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his 

right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and 

straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at 

an ear lobe. His left ear protrudes noticeably..

Acquaint;ances describe him as a "loner" and "drifter" whose 

language and diction reflect a "iural" quality and indi.ca.te he has had limited 

education.

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks 

vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a mercha.nt 

seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He i.s known to ha,ve worked 

as a baker, laborer and color matcher.

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons. 

He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles 

area early i.n 1968.

Ray should be considered armed and extreme! dangerous. 

Anyone with information concerning thi.s fugitive i.s requested to immediate! 

contact the nearest office of the FBI, the telephone number of which may be 

found on the first page of local teeephone directorees.
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NR059 WA CODE

10:53PM NITEL 07/29/76 MDP .

TO ATLANTA BIRMINGHAM

CHARLOTTE CHICAGO

NEW ORLEANS NEW YORK

SPRINGFIEDD ST. LOUIES A ,
FROM DIRECTOR (100-106670) 1"°
MARTIN LUTHER KING^Jtf. SU

REBUTE:L TO all OFFICES DATED JULY 28, 1976, WHICH SET 

FORTH BACKGROUDD INFORMAHON CONCERNING REVIEW OF OUR 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., INVESTIGATONNS BY A TASK FORCE OF 

THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY (OPR), DEPARTMENT 

OF JUSTICE.

PURPOSE OF THIS TELETYPE IS TO ALERT RECIPIENTS REGARDING 

PLANS OF OPR TASK FORCE PERSONNEL TO VISIT THEIR OFFICES TO 

CONTINUE REVEWW OF OUR KING IIVESIIIAIITIS.

DURING AUGUST, 1976,' TASK FORCE PERSONNEL.FRED FOLSOM, 

L£ADER; JAMES WALKER; JOSEPH GROSS; JAMES KIECKHEFER AND 

WILLIAM WHITE WILL ARRIVE A THE FTLLTEING OFFICES ON DaTe:S 

TIDICAIED: ATLANTA AUGUST 2-3, 1976; BIRMINGHAM AUGUST 4-5,
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PAGE TWO 

^976; AND NEW ORLEANS AUGUST 5-6, 1976. PRIOR TO JOINING THE 

GROUP IN ATLANTA, WALKER WILL ARRIVE AT THE CHARLOTTE OFFICE ON 

THE MORNING OF JULY 30, 1976. WITH EXCEPTION OF ATLANTA THE TASK 

FORCE DESIRES TO REVIEW KING ASSASSINATOON FILES (MURKIN), THE 

INTELLGGENCE INVISTGGATOON, OF KING AND ALL KING RELATED 

SECURITY FILES. IN ATLANTA THE TASK FORCE IS ONLY INTERESTED 

IN REVIEWING MURKIN FILES AND PLANS A SECOND TRIP TO ATLANTA 

AT A LATER date TO RGVIW ALL SECURITY FILES.
’DURING THG WICK OF AUGUST 16-20, 1976, TRAVEL IS PLANNED 

TO CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS AND SPRINGFIILLD, ALTHOUGH DURATOON OF TIME 

IN EACH OFFICE IS UNKNOWN AT PRESENT. ALL KING RELATED FILES 

ARC TO BI REVIEWED IN ST. LOUIS AND SPRINGFIELD. IN CHICAGO THG 

TASK FORCE IS INTERESTED INITAALLY IN REVIEWING ONLY THG MURKIN 

FILI AND PLANS A LATER VISIT TO RGVIW THE KING I•NTELLGCOCCE 

INVCSTIGAT]:ON AND RELATED SECURITY FILES. ADDITIONAL DETAILS 

REGARDING TRAVEL OF THE TASK FORCE DURING THE PERIOD AUGUUT 16-20, 

1976, WILL BE PROVIDED. NO SPECIFIC DATES FOR TRAVEL TO OC:E YORK 

HAVE BEEN SET OTHER THAN IT WILL BE AFTER AUGUST 20, 1976.

IT IS NOTED THAT ALL PERSONNEL ON THE TASK FORCE»ARE 

AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO PERTINENT FILES AND SUBFILES AT fBIHQ 

AND IN THE FIELD REGARDING IOVGSTGGATION OF KING, HIS FAMILY 

MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES. THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER PAGGS °F
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PAGE THREE

COMMUNICATIONS CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI SOURCES AND 

INFORMANTS WHO WERE OOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS at that TIME 

AID INDIVIDUALS WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED CONNIDENIIALITY. 

INFORMANT FILES ARE NOT IO BE MADE AVAILABLE WITHOUT PRIOR FBHHQ 

AUTHORITY. .

BECAUSE OF SENSITIVITY INVOLVUG OUR INVESTIGATHM OF 

STANLEY DAVID LEVISON, II HAS BEEN RECOMMENDED TO THE DEPARTMENT 

THAT HIS FILE AT FBIHQ AND H THE FIELD BE RESTRICTED TO REVEEW 

BY FOLSOM ONLY. THE DEPARTMENT HAS NOT RENDERED A DECISOON ON 

|THIS RECOMMENDATION. THEREFORE,, UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, RECIPENTSS 

I ARE TO DENY all TASK FORCE PERSONNEL' ACCESS TO LEVISON'S FILE. i

RECIPENTSS ASSIGN COORDINATOR TO HANDLE LIASOON WITH TASK 

FORCE PERNONOE:L AND PROVIDE OFFICE SPACE JEN WHICH TO CONDUCT 

REVIEW. CONFIRM THEIR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE BY TELETYPE AND 

KEEP FBIHQ ADVISED OF SIIHFIAANT DEVELOPMENTS.

END

/

PLS RETURN TO TALK
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NR0002 WA CODE SENT 4:40AM 7/30/76 MJW

PM NITIL 07/29^/76 MDP

TO ALL SACS

FROM DIRECTOR (100-106 6 70) * 
,6^204) F^Di6OAT^ 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BUDED AUGUST 9, 1976 

FOR INFORMATION OF RECIPIENTS THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (AG) 

has ordered a reviww OF THE FBIT investigatinn of martin 

LUTHER KING. ASSIGNED TO CONDUCT THIS REVIEW ICS A TASK FORCE 

WORKING UNDER DIRECTION OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL 

RESPOONIBILITY (OPR) OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS INDICAIED THE REVIEW II TO RESOLVE THE 

FOLLOWNNG FOUR QUESTIONS: (1) WAS THE FBI INVISTIGTTINN OF 

KING’S ASSASSINATION THOROUGH AND HONEST? (2) IT THERE ANY 

EVIDENCE THE FBI WAS INVOLVED IN THE ASSASSINATINN? (3) II 

THERE ANY NEW EVIDENCE WHICH HAS COME TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 

DEPARTMENT CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATINN? (4) DOES THE 

RELATIONSHOP BETWEEN THE BUREAU AND KING CALL FOR CRIMNNAL 

PROSECUTIOSS, DISIIOLNAARY PROCEEDNNGS OR OTHER APPROPRIATE 

ACTION? • .

THIS REVIWW II A CONTINUATION OF A "PARTIAL REVIEW” RECENTLY

FBI-SPRING

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO .

CONDUCTED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT UNDER 

DIRECTOON OF ASSISTANT AG J. STANLEY POTTINGER. ALL PERSONNEL 

ON THE TASK FORCE ARE AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO OUR FILES 

PERTAINING TO KINGS ASSASSINATION, OUR INTELLIEENEE INVESTI­

GATION OF KING AND ANY FILES RELATING TO BASIS FOR THESE . 

INVESTINATIONS. THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER PAGES OF COMMUNICATES 

CCNTAHNNG IDENTITISS OF SOME FBI SOURCES AND INFORMANSS WHO 

WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS AT THAT TIME AND INDIVIDUALS 

WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED NONNIDENNIALITY.

TO DATE THE TASK FORCE HAS REVIEWED FBIHQ AND WFO FILES 

CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF KING NAPTICEED "MURKIN, 

BUREAU FILE 44-33861. TASK FORCE MEMBERS HAVE TRAVELED TO 

MEMPHS, MILWAUKEE, KANSAS CITY, OMAHA, SAN FRANCSCCO AND 

LCS ANGEL.ES AND REVEWWED MURKIN AND IETELLIEENEE IEVESTIGATONN 

FILES OF THOSE OFFICES. FUTURE TRAVEL BY THE TASK FORCE IS 

PLANNED FOR ATLANTA, BIRMNNGHAM, CHARLOTTE, NIINANC, NEW ORLEANS, 

NEW YORK, SPRIENFIEDD AND ST. LOUIS.

AFTER ABOVE TRAVEL IS COMPLETED AND KING RELATED SECURITY 

FILES AT FBIHQ ARE REVIEWED, THE TASK FORCE WILL HAVE SEEN THE 

MAJORITY OF SERIALS IN OUR FILES RELATING TO THE KING INVESTI- 

GATICNS. HOWEVER, SINCE IT IS THE GOAL of the TASK FORCE TO 

REVEWW KING RELATED FILES IN EVERY FIELD OFFICE, II WILL BE
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page three 

necessary to forward xerox copies of files from the remaining 

OFFICES TO FBIHQ FOR REVIEW.

THEREFORE, ALL RICIPINNSS WITH EXCEPTION OF THOSE OFFICES 

NAMED ABOVE, FURNISH FBIHQ ONE XEROX COPY OF EACH SERIAL CON­

TAINED IN YOUR KING ASSASSINATOON FILI CAPTOOIED "MURKIN." IT 
IS REQUESTED THIS MATERIAL BE PROCESSED. ANE MAILED TO REACH FBIHQ 

PRIOR TO AUGUST 9, 1976. THIS MATERIAL SHOULD BI SENT BY 

REGISTERED MAIL, ATTENTOON DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR INGRAM, 

INTELLIINIIE DIVISOON.

IF MURKIN FILES CONTAIN ANY PHOTOGRAPHS, EXHIBITS OR OTHER 

ITEMS WHICH CANNOT BI XEROXED A BRIEF DISCRIPTOON OF EACH ITEM 

AND ITS LOCATION SHOULD BE SET FORTH IN YOUIR COMMUNICATONSS 

TRANSMITTING THE DOCUMENSS TO FBIHQ.

SUBSEQUENT IISTRUCTOOIS WILL BI ISSUED CONCERNING SUBMISSION 

OF COP.IIS OF OUR INTELLIINCIE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND RELATED 

SECURITY FILES. OFFICES TO BI VISIIED IN THE FUTURE BY TASK 

FORCE PERSONNEL WILL ALSO BI FURNISHED APPROPRIATE IMSTRUCUON'S 

BY separate commmuncation. 

END '

AA
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' . PAGE TWO . '

ALL KING. RELATED FILES. UPON COMPLETION, HE* WILL TRAVEL TO 

ST. LOUIS TO CONDUCT SIMILAR REVIEW. . '

ALL MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE PLAN TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON, 

D.C., BY AUGUST 20, 1976. ' • : '

. YOU ARE REMINDED ’THAT ALL PERSONNEL ON THE TASK FORCE ARE 

AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS • TO PERTINENT FILES.AND SUBFILES AT 

.FBIHQ AND IN THE FIELD RDGARDING INVESTIGAIONN OF' KING, HIS J 

FAMILY MEMBERS AND ASSOCIAES. THIS WELL INCLUDE COVER PAGES OF . 

COMMUNICATOTSS CONTAINING IDEOTITISS OF SOME FBI SOURCES AND 

INFORMANTS WHO WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL' NUMBERS AT THE TIME 

aod individuals who expressed OR IMPLIED CONNIDENTIALITY.’ , -

INFORMANT FILES ARE OO.T TO BE MADE AVAILABLE WITHOUT PRIOR 

' FBIHQ AUTHORITY. . > ■ ; '

. FOR INFORMATION OF CHICAGO AND SPRINGFIELD, BECAUSE OF ■ 

SEOSITIVITY INVOLVOGG OUR INVESTGGAIONN OF STANLEY DAVID LEVESON, 

IT HAS BEEN RECOMMENDDD TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT HIS FILE BE 

RESTRICTED TO REVEWW BY FOLSOM ONLY. SINCE THE .DEPARTMENT HAS 

TOT RENDERED A DECISOON ON THIS RECOMMENDATION, YOU ARE TO DENY 

TASK FORCE PERSONNEL ACCESS TO LEVISOO’S FILE. . '
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RECIPIENTS ASSIGN COORDINATOR TO HANDLE LIAISON WITH TASK

FORCE. PERSONNEL AND PROVIDE OFFICE SPACE IN WHICH TO CONDUCT

REVIEW. CONFIRM THEIR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE BY TELETYPE AND 

KEEP FBIHQ ADVISED OF SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS. '

END ' . •

X ' ' ' •

DJK FBI SPRINGFIELD CLR TKS
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SL0002 2291944Z

RR HI SI

DE SL

R 2291840Z JUL 76

FM ST. LOUIS (100-17801) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (100-106670) ROUTINE

SPRINGFILDD ROUTINE . ,

BT

CLEAR
ATTENTION INTELLIENCEE DIVISION

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ' 44-561 •
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE LAWYER JOSEPH F. GROSS, 

JR. ARRIVED ST. LOUIS DIVSSONN 12:50 PM, AUGUST 16, 1976, AND. 

COMMENCED FILE REVIEW.

BT ' «

WWO

229 1948Z SI 1

. 447561-86^
searchEx^Z^Z^^
SERIALgtD^i^FIlED.-.paCk

AUG 16-1976
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI

Date: 8/20/76
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Precedence)

TO DIRECTOR

BT

CLEAR

ATTENTION INTELLIEECEE DIVISION

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

RE BUTEL TO SPRINGFIELD, AUGUST 10, 1976.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE ATTORNEY JOSEPH F. GROSS

JR. ARRIVED AT SPRIEIFIEDD DIVISOON 12:45 PM, AUGUST 20, 1976

AND COMMENCED FILE REVIEW. COMPLETED FILE REVIEW AND DEPARTED

SPRINGFIELD DIVISHN 5:10 PM, AUGUST 20 , 1976 .

BT

SI 44-561 
EAS/bjlli

jsearched 
serialize® STfmed,4^^

AUG 2 0J976

FBI - SPRINGFIELD

pecial Agent in Charge
Sent M
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8/23/76
PLAINTEXT

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (ATTENTION: INTELLIENNEE DIVISION)

FROM: SAC, SPRINIFEEDD (44-561) -RUC-

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTIffiR KING,JR.

Re Springfield teletype to Bureau dated 8/20/76.
During file review Springfield Division, Department 

of Justice Task Force Attorney JOSEPH F. GROSS, JR. requested 
and was furnsshed xerox copies of the following serials in 
Springfield file 44-561:

Serial 259 Ptotoistat of undated Western District
of Missouripre-sentence report block- 
stamped Sipingfield 4/24/68.

Serial 260 Chicago airtel to Bureau tated _____
4/20/618 tanlsm.tting copies of JAMES 
EARL GATT’s file at nMnois State 
Prison, Ptoniac, Illinois.

Serials 261- . _ _
265 Enclosures for serial 260 (enclosures

were also furnsshed Bureau)

Serial 324 Springfield teletype io Bureau and
”Chicago dated 4/26/68.

Serial 325 Springfield teletype to Bureau, Mi^i 
' and St. Louis dated 4/2:6/618. .

Serial 414 Memorandums of SA ELYON H. DAVIS dated 
5/2/68 to SAC, Springfield (contained 
background infomatoon on JAMES EARL
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SI 44-561

Serial 415 Memorandum of SA ELYON H. DAvS s 
dated 5/2/68 to SAC, Springfiedd 
(contained in:ioulation furnshhed on a 
confidential basis by Circuit Judge 
RICHARD SCHOLZ, Quincy, Illtniis).

Serial 797 Memorandum from SA WILLIE J. BI LIES AUD 
to SAC, Springfield dated 11/26/68 
(contained iIlfoulation cooclroitng 
purchase of an automobile by JOHN L. RAYS)

Serial 805 LHM concerning JAMES EARL RAY 
(copy furnshhed Bureau by Springfiedd 
airtel dated 11/29/68).

Serial 810 Bureau airtel to Springfiedd and Chicago 
dated 12/5/68.

Prior to commencing file review, Mr. GROSS 
inquired of the identity of the serials contained in Springfield 
fi.le on LEVISON. Per telephonic instructinns received foon 
FBIHQ, Mr. GROSS was advised that the first serial was a 
comnnuncatoon foon the Bureau and that second serial was a 
com:nuuncatOon foon Springfield to Chicago and New York. No 
other information concerning these, serials was furnsshed.

- 2 -
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

FM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

TO DIRECTOR ROUTINE

BT

CLEAR

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR; DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; COST DAT'A

RE BUREAU TEL TO ALL SACS DATED AUGUST 6, 1976.

FOLLOWING PERSONNEL, SPRINGFIEDD DIVISION, WORKED ON CAPTONNDD 

MATTER DURING AUGUST, 1976: SUPERVURR EMMETT A. SCHMITT, GS 14, 

STEP 6, FOUR HOURS REGULAR; CLERK LAWRENCE R. FAGG, GS 4, STEP 3, 
TWO HOURIS REGULAR; CLERK DAVID J. KAPP, GS 5, STEP 10, TWO HOURS 

REGULAR; CLERK BRIAN R. CONLON, GS 5, STEP 4, TWO HOURIS REGULAR; 

CLERK PHILIP GRUSSENMEYER, GS 3, STEP 4, ONE HOUR REGULAR.

UNUSUAL COSTS: 100 PAGES XNRIXNNG AT FIVE CENTS PER PAGE.

SI44-561

FBI - SPRINSFEJ^

EAS/bbs,
(1) bbs
Approved:

Special Agen, in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 9/18/76

SAC, SPRINGFIEDD (44-561) (RUC)

MURKIN
00: Memphis

All of the Springfield Division’® files in the 
caption mater are being zetanned by the Springfield DivisOon 
in the absence of a specific request from the Memphis 
Division. r

X.- Memphis (44-1.987) 
(Jp- Springfield (44-561)
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI !
Daee: 10/4/76 I

Transmit the following in------------------------------------------------------- : :---------- --- ------------------------------------- 1
(Type in plaintext or code) .

I

Via--------- ------- ■---------------------------------------------- 1
(Prece<eence) I

I

FM SPRINGFEELD (44-561)

TO DIRECTOR ROUTINE

BT

CLEAR

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR; DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; COST DATA

RE BUREAU TEL TO ALL SACS DATED AUGUST 6 , 19 76 .

SPRINGFELLD HAS INCURRED NO COSTS ON CAPTOONDD MATTER DURING

MONTH OF SEPTEMBER.

BT

4^-61'81'11I SEARCHED- _ INOFXFD 

SIRJALIZEID/PW^FFIL:ILED_^rUCS.

OCT 4 1976

SI 44-561

EAS/bb-a
(1) bb-

Approved:
Special Agent in Char-

Sent

FBI - SPRINGFIEI

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



HQO0048 2800105 .

RR AFD x

DE HQ ■ • .

R 052115Z OCT 76 

FM DIRECOOR (100-106670) • ■

TO ALL SACS ROUTINE • .

BT . /

EFT O ib" .

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. . 

BUDED OCTOBER 26, 1976 .

REFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPES TO ALL 'OFFICES DATED JULY 28, 

1976 AND JULY 30, 1976 WHICH PROVIIEDD BACKGROUND .MATERIAL. 

REGARDIGG REVIEW'OF OUR KING INVESTIGATOONS CURRENTLY BEING 

CONDUCEED BY THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPOOHBILITY (OPR) 

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. TELETYPES ALSO PROVIDED - 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CERTAIN FIELD OFICES TO FURNISH TO FBIHQ A 

COPY OF,ALL SERIALS CONTAXNED IN THE KING ASSASSINATION FILE 

CAPTIONED, "MURKIN". •

PURPOSE OF THIS TELETYPE IS TO INSTRUCT MAJORITY OF FIELD 

OFFICE'S TO REPRODUCE AND SEND TO FBIHQ KING AND RELATED 

SECURITY FILES FOR REVIEW BY THE OPR TASK FORCE.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO (100-106670) EFTO ’ •

■ THE TASK FORCE DESIRES TO REVIEW FIELD OFFICE FILES 

AND SUBFILES IN THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATIONS: (1) MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR., SM-C, BUFILE 100-106670; (2) COMMUNIST 

I-NFILTRATOON OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 

IS-C, BUFILE 100-438794; (3) COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL. 

MATTERS (CIRM), BUFILE 100-4 42:52 9; (4) CPUSA - NEGRO 

QUESTION, BUFILE, 100-3-116; (5) STANLEY DAVID LEVISON, SM-C, 

BUFILE J00-392452. -

_IT IS NOTED THAT EACH FIELD OFFICE PROVIEED A COMPLETE 

INVENTORY OF THE ABOVE FILES IN RESPONSE TO FBIHQ TELETYPE 

TO ALL OFFICES DATED DECEMBER 9, 1975 CAPONED, "MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR”. " '

’ THE BELOW INSTRUCTOONS DO, NOT APPLY TO ATLANTA AND 

CHICAGO BECAUSE:TASK FORCE PERSONNEL HAVE PARTIALYY REVEEWED 

FILES OF THESE 'OFFICES AND PLAN TO RETURN THERE IN THE NEAR 

FUTURE TO COMPLETE REVIEW. - ■

THE BELOW INSTRUCTOONS 'DO NOT APPLY TO NEW YORK AND 

BALTIMORE BECAUSE TASK FORCE PERSONNEL PLAN TRAVEL TO THESE 

OFFICES IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO REVIWW ALL ABOVE FILES.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE (100-106670) EFTO , . .

BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, KANSAS CITY, LOS ANGELES, MEMPHIS, 

MILWAUKEE, NEW ORLEANS, OMAHA, ST. LOUIS, SAN FRANCISCO, 

SPRUGFELDD AND WASHINGTON FIELD DISREGARD BELOW INSTR.UCTOONS SINCE 

OPR REVIEW OF YOUR KING RELATED FILES HAS BEEN COMPLETED. .

SAN JUAN DISREGARD BELOW INSTRUCTIONS SINCE YOUR FILE 

INVENTORY'RESPONSE SHOWS YOUR OFFICE HAS NO SECURITY ^LES . . 

RELAUNG TO KING.

.all OTHER RECIPEINIS FURNISH FBIHQ ONE XEROX COpY OF EACH 

SERIAL CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE SPECIFIED FILES.

IT WILL BE NECESSARY ONLY TO XEROX THE ^RST PAGE OF 

ANY DOCUMENT IN YOUR Fi:LES IF A COPY OF THAT DOCUME:ITT HAS BeEN 
SUBMITTED TO FBIHQ. THU WILL INCLUDE DOCUMENTS ORI^NAHNG 

IN YOUR OFFICE AND THOSE RECEIVED FROM OTHER FIELD DIVISION. 

IT IS IOTER THAT THU FIRST PAGE SHOULD, CONTAIN THE FIELD OFFICE 

SERIAL IN ORDER THAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN MAKE A COMPL11 CHRONO­

LOGICAL ACCOUNTS OF EACH FIELD UTRU SOUAU ANY DOCUMENT 

IN YOUR FILES, COPIES OF WHICH HAVE WT BEEN SUBMUTOD TO FBIHQ, 

MUST BE REPRODUEDD H THEIR ENTIRES AIR FORWARDED TO FBIHQ.

IF ANY FILE CONTAINS PHOTOGRAPHS, EXHIBITS, OR OTHER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE POUR (100-1'06670) EFT O ,

ITEMS WHICH CANNOT BE XEROXED, A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EACH 

ITEM AND LOCATION SHOULD BE SET FORTH IN COMMUNICATOOSS' 

transmitting desired documents to fbihq^ '

WITH RESPECT TO FILES CONCERNING CRM AND CP USA - NEGRO 

QUESTION, THE OPR TASK FORCE HAS AGREED TO A CUTOFF YEAR OF 

1960. THEREFORE, NO SERIAL IN THESE FI I-ESS DATED PRIOR TO 

JANUARY 1960 NEED BE SUBMITTED. THIS CUTOFF DATE DOES NOT 

APPLY TO INVESTIGATIVE FILES CONCERNING KING, SCLC AND 

LEVISON.

IT IS REQUESTED THIS MATERIAL DESIRED BY THE TASK FORCE 

BE PROCESSED AND MAILED TO REACH FBIHQ BY OCTOBER 26, 1976. 

THE MATERIAL SHOULD BE SENT BY REGISEEEDD MIL, ATTENTION 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECOOR JAMES, 0. INGRAM, GENERAL' INVISH- 

GATIVE DIVISION.

SINCE THE DEPARTMENT TASK FORCE MUST SEE EVERY SERIAL 

IN OUR INVESTIGATION OF KING AT FBIHQ AND IN THE. FIELD, IT 

IS ECOOOMTCALYY BENEFICIAL TO THE GOVEROMENT TO REPRODUCE AOD 

MAIL THESE DOCUMENTS RATHER than HAVING TASK FORCE personneL 
TRAVEL TO ALL FIELD OFFICES. ABOVE MENTIONED OFFICES TO BE 

VISTEED IN THE FUTURE BY THE TASK FORCE WILL BE FURNISHED 

TRAVEL INFORMATION AT A LATER DATE.

BT
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IndkVSearch Slip 
■FMU*tRev. 3-23-71)

L I Exact Spelling I I Main Criminal Case Files Only I I Restrict to Locality of
r ' . . 1 AH References I__ ___j Criminal References Only ________ ______________

I- ■ jMain Subversive Case FHes Only D~ I Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)
EZJSubversVee References Only L..-. I Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Crimnnal References)

File & Serial! Number Remarks FH & Serial Number Remarks

8o<?-y/o
44-561-855
15 7-/92 0

9-3
/572/4T9-------

/40-/0323-/79-2
157-838

_/00/^92__

4 p3
Z7ZrzZ££_£—

Requested by Squad Extensinn Fite No.

Searched by
(date)

Consoiiaaeed by
(date)

—

Reviewed by
(date)

File Rev!
I - Identical 

NI - Not identical

w Symbols
? - Not ieentlfaable
U - Unavaiaabte reference

GPO 043—1-— -1471-1 450-4/1
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Transmit the followmg in

FBI
Date: 11/2/76

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via__________________________ ______________________________
(Pr-ece:dence)

FM SPRINGFIEDD (44-561)

TO DIRECTOR ROUTINE

BT

CLEAR

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; COST DATA

RE BUREAU TEL TO ALL SACS DATED AUGUST 6, 1976.

SPRINGFIEDD HAS INCURRED NO COSTS ON CAPTINNDD MATTER DURING

MONTH OF OCTOBER

BT

I SIARCHID._,„-„JNDI*ID; 
t SERIALIZEq2^^?f1LEdW

NOV 2 1976

FBI a- SPRINGFIELD

SI 44-561

Approved:

: EAS/1dl
(1)
#

Special Agent in Charge

M Per_Up=---------------

' . GPO.: 1975 o - 590-992
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

* FBI
Date:

11/15/76
Transmit the following in---------------- ---- --------------------------------------------------------------  

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via__
(Prece:dence)

FM SPRINGFELLD (44-561) (P)

O DIRECTOR (44-38861) ROUTINE

"MEMPHIS (44-1987) ROUTINE

BT

CLEAR

MURKIN

88-536

JERRY RAY, BROTHER OF JAMES EARL RAY EAS INTERVEEEED

60

INSTANT DATE BY EGEM-TV IN QUINCY, ILLNNOIS, AND INTERVEEE EILL

BE CARRIED ON LOCAL STATION. EGEM-TV IS AN NBC AFFILIATE

SENT:OR RESIDENT AGENT ELYON H. DAVIS, QUINCY, ILLINOIS

MONITORED THE TV BROADCAST1 JERRY RAY STATED IN INTERVIEW THE

CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHER

KING IS "ON THE LIVIL". HE STATED "LOTS OF GOOD THINGS CAN COME

FROM THIS ILF JAMES EARL RAY GETS TO TESTIFY". JERRY RAY STATED

HE EILL VISIT JAMES EARL RAY IN TENNESSEE ON NOVEMBER 20, 1976

JERRY RAY FURTHER STATED HE KNEE PERSONALLY THAT A CONSPIRACY

EXISTS CONCERNING THE DEA.T’H OF MARTIN LUTHER KING. IN ADDITION

RAY STATED ATTORNEY GENERAL LEV^ IS ALSO CONDUCTING AN

EHD:
(1)

SI 44-561
NOV 15 1976

FBI -SPRINGFIELD

Approved:

.INDEXED.

Sent
Special Agent ME 7'23 7 

4'/,56/-/94
M Per
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI J
Dailies: I

I

Transmit the following in---------------------------------  1
(Type in plaintext or code)

I
Via .__________________________  ________________________________________________________ I

(Precedence) I

PAGE TWO SI 44-561 CLEAR

INVESTIGATION WHICH WILL BE A COVER UP AND WHITEWASH. IT IS 

ESTIMATED THE INTERVIEW LASTED APPROXIMAELLY ONE MINUTE.

SPRINGFIEDD DOES NOT KNOW THE CURRENT STATUS OF ANL 

INVESTIGATION IN THIS MATTER. THIS IS BUNG FURNISHDD FOR 

BUREAU’S INTEREST IN THE EVENT OF ANL PRESS INQUIRIES. ANL 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RECEIVED IN THIS REGARD WILL BE FURNISHDD 

TO THE BUREAU AND MEMPHIS.

BT

Approved: Sent.-------------------------------------- M Per------------------------------
Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI
Date: 12/1/76

Transmit the following in_____________________________________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via______________________________ _________________________________
(Precedence)

FM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

TO DIERECTOR ROUTINE

BT

CLEAR

MARTIN EUTHER KING, JR.; DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; COST LATA

RN BUREAU TEE TO AEE SACS DATED AUGUST 6, 1976

FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL, SPRINGFIELD DIVISION, WORKED ON CAPTONNDD

MATTER DURING NOVEMBER, 1976: SPECIAL AGENT NLYON H. LAVIS, GS 13

STEP 8, TWO HOURS REGULAR

BT

searched. INDEXED

SI 44-561

EES/S/l^
DEC 1 1976

FBI -SPRINGFIELD,

Approved:
Special Agent in Char

Sent M Per

GPO : 1975 o - 590-922
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-7’4)

Transmit the following in

Via

FB I

Date: ,  . 1/3/77
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

00

FM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

TO DIRECTOR ROUTINE

BT

CLEAR

• MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; COST DATA

RE BUREAU TEL TO ALL SACS AUGUST 6, 1976.

SPRINGFIELD HAS INCURRED NO COSTS ON CAPTOOILD MATTER

DURING MONTH OF DECEMBER.

BT

■ 44-56/ ^6^
SEARCHED. . INDEXED

SI 44-561 JAN 3 1977

EAS/cml O ' C^
FBI -SPRINGFIELD

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

Sent

GPO : 1975 o - 590-992
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Author to speak here ? 
on King assassination
Donald Frtedl. a founding 

• member of the Citizens Com­
mission of Inquiry, will speek 
on the topic of "Who Killed 
Martin Luther King?" at 8 
p.m. Saturday at Lincoln 
Land Community College.

Freed will discuss the King 
assassinatoon in light of al­
leged security lapses by 
Memphis police on the day of 
the shooting, FBI in­
volvement and the roles 
pbyed by convictd assassin 
James Earl Ray and his law­
yer.

Freed and a team of inves­
tigators began to study the 
assassinatinn in 1973 and he 
believes his findings point to 
a ‘‘massive conspiracy in­
volving two plots" on Kings 
Me.

Freed will coIToto>aate his 
findings with tape recorciiigs 
and other infomaaonn at his 
LLCC appearance.

Fi-eed co-authored "Execu­
tive Action," a book that al­
leged a CIA plot was 
responsiWe for the aisassma-

Donald Freed
ton of John F. Kennedy.

He has taught linguistiss, 
world literatuee. anthropol­
ogy and phioosophy on the cel- 
lege level.

An admi!Siton fee will be 
charged for the lecture sscK-d- 
uled to be held in the Menard

(Indccaee page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

State Jou;

. in

Date: 1/20/77
Editkin:
Author:
Editor: EDM ," .HARMSTROOG
Title:
MURKIN

Charader:
or

.JAN 201977
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI
Date: 2/7/77

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Precedence)

0 04

FM SPRINGFIELD (62-256/) (RUC)

TO DIRECTOR (62-11/290) ROUTINE

BT

CLEAR

ATTENTION GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, 

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT.

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS, BUDED FEBRUARY 11, 19//.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU, JANUARY 6, 19//,, AND

BUREAU TELETYPE TO ANCHORAGE, FEBRUARY 4, 19//. '

REVIEW OF ALL SPRINGFIELD FILES ON JOHN F. KENNEDY AND MARTIN

LUTHER KING, JR. ASSASSINATONNS (MURKIN) AND RELATED CASES INDCCATES I 

0NL.Y FILE DESTROYED WAS SI 62-1911 ENTITLED ’'PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION j 

ON ASSASSINATONN OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY" (WARREN REPORT)., DESTROYED

SEPTEMBER 15, 19/6.
NO FURTHER FILES ON THESE MATTERS WILL BE DESTROYED, UACB.
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
JULY 1973 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (411 CFRI 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: SAC (44-561)

FROM SA ROBERT DALE SCHULER

date: 2/10/77

subject: murkIN 
CR 
00: Memphis

Re teeephone conversation between ASAC MORROW and 
SA SCHULER, 2/9/77.

Infomation had been obtained through Lt. DONALD 
SANDI:DGE (NA), Alton, Ill±o±s PJlice Department, approximately 
two weeks ago stating that (Sergeant CONRAD PETE BAETZ of t;hl 
Madison County Shheiff’s Office had been requesting all avail­
able iifomat:iin regarding JAMES EARL RAY, including police 
reports regarding a grocery store robbery in Alton in 1963, 
along with police reports on the robbery of the Bank of Alton 
which occurred in 1967. Lt. SANDIDGE adaised BAETZ inoomeed 
him he was collecting infomatoon regarding the assassinatoon 
of Do. MARTIN LUTHER KING at the request of the United States 
Department of Justice. Lt. SANDIDGE advised his; department 
had furnished Sergeant BAETZ all available iniormatiin i•egai,d:ing 
JAMES EARL RAY and it was Lt. SANDIDGE’s understandngg that 
Sergeant BAETZ was collecting the inooraatoon and would in turn 
deliver it to the Departmental attorney in Washington, D. CJ

For the inforaatoon of the files, neither Sergeant 
BAETZ noo a reereSeitataee of the Madison County Shhriff’s 
Office, Edw^dd’aile, Iimois, has contacted t;hie Alton RA 
in wri^ng oo orally requesting any infomaUon regarding the 
assassinatoon of Do. MARTIN LUTHER KING oo any infomati<in 
ielating to JAMES EARL RAY.J

The above iniormation was supplied to ASAC MORROW 
at which time writer was instructed to ei'eeai,e a memoranUmn 
reading the above information. It was pointed out in 
referenced conversation that Sergeant BAETZ was requesting 
FBI reports on the robbery of the Bank of Alton in 1967 as 
well asthe i,obbei,y of the First National Bank i.n St. Peters, 
Missouri, in 1970. ASAC MORROW ^s11 t^t Sergent BAETZ_ 
would not furnish explanation for requesting the information

?2> Springfield (1: 44-561)
(1: 91-3699

5010-110

RDS/dc
(2) d

SEARCHED____ INDEXED_______
sehazhedmNfued^

FEB 1 0 1977

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll
FBI - SPRINGFIELD

Saaings Plan S
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2/11^

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFEEDD (44-561)

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ;
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW

Lt. DONALD SANDIDGE (NA), Alton Police Department, 
Alton, Illinois, advised SA ROBERT DALE SCHULER that approxi­
mately two weeks ago, Sergeant CONRAD PETE BAETZ of the 
Madison County Sheerff’s Office had been requesting all 
available inoormatoon regarding JAMES EARL RAY, including 
police reports regarding a grocery store robbery ’in Alton in 
1963, along with police reports on the robbery of the ^nk of 
Alton which occurred in 1967. Lt. SANDIDGE advised BAETZ 
indorsed him he was collectnng inooraiatoon regarding the 
assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING at the request of 
the United States Department of Justice. Lt. SANDIEDG’ 
advised his department had furnshhed Sergeant BAETZ all 
available inforratoon regarding JAMIES EARL RAY and lt . 
was Lt. SAWIDGE’s understanding that Sergeant BAETZ 
was collects the inforratoon and would in turn deliver 
it to the Departmental Attorney in Washington, D. C.

For the infomatoon of the Bureau, neither Sergeant 
BAETZ nor a representatVee of t;he Madison County Sihriff^ 
Office, EdwaadsvVlle, IIIIuoIs, has contacted the Alton RA 
of the FBI in wri^ng or orally requesting anyjnoomatton 
regarding the assassinatm of Dr. MARTIN LUTIDSR KING or 
any inOomatOon relating to JAM’S EARL RAY.

. The above infomatOon is being furnshhed FBIHQ 
for infomrntoon and possible dissemination to U. S. Department 
of Justice.
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Springfield, Illinois 
July 18, 1977

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On June 21, 1977, Kent Collins, Newscaster, KHQA 
TV, Quincy, Illinois, advised that on nlght if June 20, 
1977, Jerry Ray, the brother if James Earl Ray, contaceed 
KHQA - TV and wanted to be interviewed concerning James 
EkI Ray.

Jerry Ray advised that he has been employed as 
a greens keeper at a country club In subsurban Chicago, 
HHnois area. Howeeer, Jerry Ray has lost hls jobs due 
to Federal Bureau of InvestigatOon (FBI) pressure after 
Jerry Ruy stated that the country club also employs a number 
of mega aHera and the country club dld not want Federal 
authooities messing around the country club.

Jerry Ray stated Jaimes Earl Ray does not want 
to go to a Federal prison because Justice Department people 
will see that James Earl Ray is never heard of again.

Jerry Ray stated that Jerry Ray has been in contact 
with members of the House Coimlttee on assassinations and 
that during the past few days he has talked to Walter Fanteroy. 
This has been since James Earl Ray’s escape and recapture.

Jaimes Ray claimed that a business card was found 
ln the car James Earl Ray drove In Memphis at the ti^ of 
the assassinatoon of King. This card belongs to an individM! 
who also had the use of the car and it has be«n wt^blihsed

This document contains neither recommennations nor c^ciustons 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FB and *£Jlautw i bnted to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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* ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN UWER 
KING, JR.

that??*• per*®? was connected with Central Inttllltenee 
Agency. Jerry Ray claimed his brother, James Earl Ray, 
was set up concerning King’s Msewinathaa and that there 
is a witness who was four blocks away at the Use of King’s 
death who can verify Ray could not have killed King.

Jerry Ray -saw Jame $ EarX Ray a few day’s before 
the escape and at Oat tie James Earl Ray was very despondent 
so Jerry Ray was not surprised at the escape attempt,

Jerry Ray stated that definitely James Earl Ray 
doe? nofc ^ to U® to the Federal Penitentiary at Maion, 
Illinois. He steed that at one tie before, Fefera authorities 
attempted to place Jases Earl Ray in the Federal hospital 
at Springfield, Missouri, In attempt to keep Jases Earl 
Ray fr<m tailing.

The Quincy Herald-Whig, Quincy, mnoU, dated 
June 21, 1977, contained the foilwing article conceteng 
an intervew by Jerry Ray:
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

By PAUL COLGAN
James Earl Ray was despom- 

d( nt over reporss the House As- 
sr-sstnation Committee was to 
by disbanded when he tried to 
escape from a Tennessee 
prison, eariler this month, his 
youncer brother. Jerrv. said in • g
Quincy Monday.

Jerry. 41, who lost his job as 
a nightwatchman at a country 
club near Chicago last week 
because of the attention his 
brothers escape brought, was 
in Quincy to visit his sister at a 
nursing homee.

Both Rays lived in Quincy for 
a time in their youth.

Jerry talked about his 
brother in a two-hour inter­
view. The folk-wing is a portion 
of that interview.

Jerry Ray said his brohter 
consider-ed the Congressional 
in-estigatonn his last hope to be 
exonerated in con.nect.ion with 
the 1967 Martin Luther King 
slaying.

Jerry Ray maintained that 
his brother was innocent of the 
kiliing and was “set-up" by 
others to take the blame*.

“He was depressed because 
he knew they had a thing un­
derwav to discredtt the assas- 
sinanon committee and try to 
abolish it,'' Jerr-y Ray ex­
plained.

Jerry had tallied with James 
on the Sunday bsfor•s June 10 

when James and six fellow 
prisoners scaled the wall of the 
Brushy Mountain State Prison 
in Petros, Tenn.

"He told me 'that's the only 
hope I've got left,’ ''Jerry Ray 
explaned. "He said 'f they 
abolish the committee, I'll just 
have to get out some other 
way.’ "

"At the time it didn't hit me, 
what he meant," Jerry said. A 
New York Times article about 
trouble in the committee and

moves to abolish it Published a 
coup!s of weeks before his es­
cape was the cause of James' 
depression, accoron-g to Jerry­
Ray.

'■ The New York Times ar­
ticle set him off," Jerry Ray- 
said.

James Earl Ray has ex­
hausted nearly every legal 
avenue he had, includngg a 
review by the U. S. Supreme 
Court, in attempts to have his 
case rstridd. Ray had pleaded 
guilty to the kiliing in return 
for a lffe sentence instead of 
death in 1968 for the King kill­
ing.

Later-, after he was 
sentenced, Ray began to talk of 
a conspiracy and that he had 
not acted alone in the kiliin.g.

Now his brother Jerry maim 
tarns that James had nothing to 
do with the kiliing but rather 
was used as a "se--up guy" to 
take the blame for the killings.
"Hs has wttne5sst to prove 

he was at a servee station four 
blocks away," at the time of 
the assassination, Jerry 
clairnC.

"The only evidence they 
could use against him was that 
he had his fingerprints on the 
rife. Jerry Ray said. He 
claimed James bought the rifle 
but didn't shoot it.

A rifle found after the King 
shooting in Msmpns-. which is 
believed to be the murder 
weapnn. had James Earl Ray's 
fingerprints on it.

Because he believes his 
brother innocent, Jerry said he 
feared for his brother during 
the escape, thinking that other- 
involved in the conspirayy 
might have arranged the es- 
arpe to kill him. "Ther-e was 
somethnig strange about it" 
Jerr-y said.

■ A lot of people would like to 
see him dead," Jerr-y added.

"I don't know it he was 
tricked out or if it was a legal 
etarps." Jerry Ray explained. 
''The reason I thought he might 
have been tricked out was 
becauee so many guys 'vent 
and he never did operate that 
way before. Before every time 
he escaped it was by himse,ff. 
And this time they had seven of 
them that took off so I figured 
ther-e might have been some 
trickery going on"

Jerry Ray said he didn't 
believe his brother planned the 
escape.
''The guys he hung around 

wtih. they didn't escape with 
him"

Jerrv said he has not talked 
with his brother since the es­
cape becauee James is being 
held in solitary confinement 
for 30 days after the escape.

But prison offci^ah con­
tradict Jerry's version, saying 
it was a well-pUnned escape? 
complete with a diversicn to 
draw attention away from the 
secluded section of the waled 
prison where James Ray and 
his comrades used a pipe lad­
der to climb a wail and escape, i

Ray was captured four days 1 
later hidmg under a pile of 
leaves in the wooded moun­
tains surroundm? the prison.

Brushy Mountain was con­
sidered escape proof but Ray 
had always contended he could 
escape from any prison. He had 
been on the run from an escape 
from Jeffesonn City prison in 
.Missouri when he became in­
volved in the King attassinr- 
ton

Also. Jerry Ray claims that 
the federal offices did not 
want a Congressional in- 
yettigallDn into the King asias- 
sinatum and that the FBI and 
CIA were trying to stop Ray 
from talking.

Jerr-y claimed the name of a
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man on a card James had,at 
. the time of the assassinatom, 
; and given him by the 
m/sterious "Raoul" who Fay 
chiims planned the assassina­
tion. has been traced to the 
CIA.

Jerry said that James 
believes the Congressional in­
quiry is his “last hope" in get­
ting to the truth in the events 
surrounding the- assassination 
of King.

Because of this, Jerry said 
.hmes has been extremely 
cooperative with the panel giv­
ing them all the informaaoinn he 
has, includmg the name on the 
card and some phone numbers 
given to him by "Raoul."

"He has given them every bit 
of informatinn he knows,” Jer­
ry said.

Jerry said he is constantly 
bsuteged by reporeess and FBI 
men. “You just kind of live 
with it," he says.

He was workfng as a 
nightwatchmnn at a country 
chub near Chicago for the last 
four years, but when the FBI 
and reporeess came looking for 
him, the club asked him to 
leave.

jerry ray
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7/1.8/77

TO: DIRECTOR, RBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRI1GFIEDD (44-581)

SUBJECT: MURK IN

Re Springfield airtel to the Bureau dated 6/23/77, 
captioned "JMES EARL RAY, Aka, ET AL, UFAC - ESCAPE".

Enclosed herewith for is the original and four 
copies of an IBM in captiond Mtter.

Enclosed for Chicago are two copies of LHM, Chicago 
should disseminate inforaatoon to laaigratoon and Naturalization 
Service locally.

2 - Bureau (44-38861) (Ends. 5) 
Chicago (Encls. 2) 
Springfield (44-561)

EAB/bbs
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