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Bl played name game |
in effort to cap ture Ray' | —nev
WASHINGTON {UPI) — Missouri State Penitentiary. * / the source of the “Erxc .
James Earl Ray isnot tooun-  ‘That name fascinated the Starvo™ part of the Galt ]
usual a name, especially FBI, the files showed. They . alias? the FBI asked. ,
compared with the names he had three possible theoriesion -~ Since Ray was still a fugi-
used when he was trying to where he got the name Eric. tive at_this point, the FBI
escape after murdenng Dr. Starvo Galt. sent an agent out to a Wash- — STATE JOURNAL -
Martin Luther King in Mem- - Galt may have come > tfom ington bookstore to buy all 18 REGISTER
phis April 4,,1968. . Gault, Ontario, since Ray vis-| James Bond paperbacks in
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey ited Canada soon after his = print at the time.’ Only 14 -
Lowmeyer, Ramon George jaxlbreak one memo said. could' beyobtained here, so a D
Sneyd, John Willard —those  Galt could have come from New York ‘agent was sent to
were among the names that Ayn Rand’'s ‘‘Atlas get the other four. .
Ray used to keep the FBI Shrugged,” — a massive vol- - The agents read all the SPRINGFIELD, ILL,
| hopping as they searched for, ume of right wing fiction that ' books. They assemibled a
King’s killer — according to- begins with the sentence complete Jist of all the fic:
tureau documents released to  “Who is John GAlt?.”” An - tional names in the book —
UPI this week. agent poured over the 1,000 right down to Bond’s boss, —_—
In fact the FBI was at first pages of the book and founda  “M” and_girlfriend “Pussy .
convinced that there  had - character, named only once, - Galore.”
been a conspiracy to kill King - called “Eric Brewer Yoo The eight page list of Bond -
because, ) ‘ So, perhaps, Eric Starvo names was checked against - Date: 1729778
, ®Lowmeéyer bought the Galt was a combination of all'the other namés that surs . Rdition: SUNDAY
murder. gun ln Birmingham, Jolm Galt and Eric Brewer. - -faced in the King investigaf.
Ala. - ' But, the same memo noted, tion. None ever matched any-
eThe getaway car was Ray's taste ran more toward  other alias used by Bay
ﬁreglstered in Galt's name. 'girlie magazines than lengthy ~-- Titte JAMES EARL RAY
eWillard rented the room philosophical fiction. .
in the Memphis ﬂop house, ad- So the FBI turned to Jamgs
jacent to the bathroorn where - Bond for the ariswer. . )
the fatal shot was fired. ,  One of the fictional Bogd Character: 88-5361
oSneyd 'was arrested in' enemies was Ernst Stavgo | or- - >
London as King's killer. *' - Blofeld, Could this name be , Classification: L4l}=561
Aft“" a '3"0:1‘1’“‘3 finger- ' ' Submitting Office: S
print check our men | o . o
mmedomcobe.lamesEarl’ q/ﬁ/é/’ﬁ
Ray vy NDERE
Galt was ‘the name Ray, ik ‘:E
JJsed most of the time, begi d i W”' D
i ; Apnlhza 1967, tihet); |
ore - the . assassinatiog,
ten he escaped from tif | \ JAN 3 11978
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FM SPRINGFIELD (62-2567)
TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) ROUTINE
BT
CLEAR
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

RE SPRINGFIELD LETTER TO BUREAU (BUFILE 157-26213), AUGUST 13,
1975.

_FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, RICHARD EUGENE GEPPERT OPENED
AS A SOURCE OCTOBER 30, 1970, AND DISCONTINUED SEPTEMBER 1971, RE-
OPENED MARCH 1972 AND DISCONTINUED MAY 1972.

ON MARCH 2, 1978, (FNU) SNYDER, REPORTER, GRANITE CITY PRESS
RECORD, GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS, TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED THE ALTON
RESIDENT AGENCY AND INQUIRED IF THE FBI HAD SUBPOENAED RICHARD
GEPPERT TO APPEAR BEFORE THE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE INVESTIGATING
THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SNYDER HAD RE-
CEIVED INFORMATION THAT GEPPERT, AN INDIVIDUAL FROM ST. LOUIS,
MISSOURI, AND A THIRD INDIVIDUAL FROM BLACKJACK, MISSOURI, TO

3)- SI (1: 62-2567)
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APPEAR BEFORE THE COMMITTEE. SNYDER HAD TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED
RICHARD GEPPERT OF GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS TO DETERMINE IF HE HAD
BEEN SUBPOENAED AND GEPPERT HAD REFUSED TO COMMENT. SNYDER WAS
ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE IF THE FBI HAD SUBPOENAED GEPPERT AND IF S0,
IF GEPPERT OF GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS WAS IDENTICAL WITH THE GEPPERT
SUBPOENAED. SNYDER WAS INFORMED THAT THE FBI HAD NOT.SUBPOENAED
GEPPERT AND COULD NOT FURNISH ANY INFORMATION REGARDING THE CON-
GRESSIONAL COMMITTEE INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATION AS THE COMMITTEE
HAD THEIR OWN INVESTIGATORS.

SPRINGFIELD DOES NOT PLAN TO CONTACT RICHARD EUGENE GEPPERT AND
NO FURTHER ACTION IS BEING TAKEN, UACB.

BT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



]

FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-78) ‘
B FBI .

s

|

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: :
X] Teletype [ Immediate ’ [] TOP SECRET 'l
] Facsimile [x Priority (] SECRET I'
I

| [] Routine (] CONFIDENTIAL :
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1

Date _S_LlB_,L'lS__{

[ M SPRINGFIELD (44-861) T TTTTTTTTTTTTT
TO DIRECTOR PRIORTY (ATTN: DIVISION 6, exTRA DUTY DESK)
BT

. CLEAR

MURKIN.
FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, DETECTIVE RICHARD EVANS,

DEPARTMENT OF INVESTIGATION ILLINOIS STATE, DETECTIVE RONALD H.
LEE, WILLIAMSON COUNTY DETECTIVE UNIT, AND WILLIAMSON COUNTY
STATES ATTORNYY ROBERT HOWERTON, INTERVIEWED EUGENE AND SHIRLEY
COX. 'MR. AND MRS. COX ARE REPUTABLE AND RELIABLE CITIZENS
OWNING A PROMINENT BUSINESS IN MARION, ILLINOIS. THE FOLLOWING
VERBATIM STATEMENT WAS GIVEN BY MR. AND MRS. COX:

ABOUT NOON ON THE DAY AFTER MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS ASSASS-
INATED, WE (EUGENE COX AND SHIRLEY COX, 402 SOUTH MARKET STREET,
MARION, ILLINOIS) LEFT THE MEMPHIS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ON A
MULTIPLE LANE HIGHWAY, AT THE INTERSECTION OF ROUTES 78 AND 51,
EUGENE COX SLOWED DOWN TO STOP AT A RED LIGHT, THE RADIO WAS ON
AND WE HAD EARLER HEARD THE POLICE WERE LOOKING FOR A WHITE
MUSTANG. WE HEARD A CAR HORN HONKING BEHIND US. WE BOTH SAW A

2 - Springfield.(é;> 44-561) (1: 62-2567) ¢/§/¥575/7f57,
KRR JRR/1rf .
B o
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WHITE MUSTANG WEAVING IN AND OUT OF TRAFFIC ABOUT A BLOCK BEHIND.
THE WHITE MUSTANG VEARED TO OUR LEFT AND RAN THE RED LIGHT AS A NATION-
AL GUARD TRUCK APPROACHED THIS INTERSECTION FROM OUR RIGHT. SHIRLEY
COX TURNED AND WATCHED THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE MUSTANG COME UP BEHIND
US AND PASS BY ON OUR LEFT. THE WHITE MUSTANG WAS DRIVING FAST
PROBABLY ABOUT 60 MILES AN HOUR, WENT THREE OR FOUR BLOCKS AND MADE
A RIGHT HAND TURN. THE WHITE MUSTANG WAS GOING SO

FAST THAT HE DROVE UP THROUGH A FILLING STATION DRIVEWAY TO MAKE THE
RIGHT HAND TURN. WE DO NOT RECALL WHAT THE NAME OF THE FILLING
STATION WAS, ONLY THAT IN WAS NATIONAL BRAND GAS STATION. WE HAD
TRIED TO GET THE ATTENTION OF THE NATIONAL GUARDSMEN IN THE ARMY
VEHICLE, BUT TO NO AVAIL.. BETWEEN FOUR AND SIX PM THAT SAME DAY,

WE STOPPED FOR DINNER AT THE LEPETITE NEW ORLEANS CLUB IN CAPE
GIRARDEAU, MISSOURI, EUGENE COX TELEPHONED THE MEMPHIS POLICE
DEPARTMENT AND TOLD THEM THAT WE HAD SEEN A WHTIE MUSTANG BEING
DRIEEN ERRATICALLY WHILE WE WERE IN MEMPHIS. THE POLICE OFFICER
DID NOT SEEM TOO INTERESTED. WE RETURNED TO OUR HOME IN MARION,
ILLINOIS THAT EVENING. THE FOLLOWING DAY WE SAW THE COMPOSITE

DRAWING OF THE SUSPECT SLAYER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING IN THE SAINT

LOUIS GLBE DEMOCRAT. SHIRLEY COX STATED THAT THE COMPOSITE DRAW-

Approved: Transmitted Per
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ING WAS THAT OF THE BRIVER OF THE WHITE MUSTANG IN MEMPHIS.
EUGENE COX ONLY HAD A SIDE VIEW OF THE DRIVER OF THE WEHITE
MUSTANG AS HE PASSED -BY US. WE WNAT TO MAKE THIS STATEMENT
BECAUSE WE HAVE WATCHED JANES EARL RAY ON TELEVISION AND KNOW
THAT HE HAS NOT TRUTHFULLY ACCOUNTED FOR HIS WHEREABOUTS ON' THE
DAY FOLLOWING MARTIN LUTHER KINGS'" ASSASSINATION.

STATEMENT WAS SIGNED E.L. COX AND S.M. COX DATED AUGUST

1978.
HOWERTON ADVISED THAT MRS COX STATED THAT THE MAN ARRESTED

18

’

AND CHARGED WITH KING'S MURDER WAS THE SHMME MAN SHE HAD SEEN IN

THE WHITE MUSTANG.
THIS INFORMATION IS BEING MADE AVAILABLE TO THE BUREAU

IN VIEW OF RAY'S TESTIMONY.
SPRINGFIELD INDICES NEGATIVE RE MR. AND MRS. COX.

BT

Per
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MURKIN,

FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, DETECTIVE RICHARD EVANS,
DEPARTMENT OF INVESTIGATION ILLINOIS STATE, DETECTIVE RONALD H,
LEE, WILLIAMSON COUNTY DETECTIVE UNIT, AND WILLIAMSON COUNTY
STATES ATTORNEY ROBERT HOWERTON, INTERVIEWED EUGENE AND SHIRLEY
COX. MR. AND MRS. COX ARE REPUTABLE AND RELIABLE CITIZENS
OWNING A PROMINENT BUSINESS IN MARION, ILLINOIS. THE FOLLOWING
VERBATIM STATEMENT WAS GIVEN BY MR. AND MRS. COX:

ABOUT NOON ON THE DAY AFTER MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS ASSASS-
INATED, WE (EUGENE COX AND SHIRLEY COX, 482 SOUTH MARKET STREET,

MARION, ILLINOIS) LEFT THE MEMPHIS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ON A
MULTIPLE LANE HIGHWAY. AT THE INTERSECTION OF ROUTES 78 AND 51,

EUGENE COX SLOWED DOWN TO STOP AT A RED LIGHT, THE RADIO WAS ON

AND WE HAD EARLIER HEARD THE POLICE WERE LOOKING FOR A WHITE _
MUSTANG. WE HEARD A CAR HORN HONKING BEHIND US., WE BOTH SAW A :
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WHITE MUSTANG WEAVING IN AND OUT OF TRAFFIC ABOUT A BLOCK BEHIND.
THE WHITE MUSTANG VEARED TO OUR LEFT AND RAN THE RED LIGHT AS A NATION-

AL GUARD TRUCK APPROACHED THIS INTERSECTION FROM OUR RIGHT. SHIRLEY

COX TURNED AND WATCHED THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE MUSTANG COME UP BEHIND
US AND PASS BY ON OUR LEFT, THE WHITE MUSTANG WAS DRIVING FAST

PROBABLY ABOUT 6@ MILES AN HOUR, WENT THREE OR FOUR BLOCKS AND MADE

A RIGHT HAND TURN. THE WHITE MUSTANG WAS GOING SO
FAST THAT HE DROVE UP THROUGH A FILLING STATION DRIVEWAY TO MAKE THE

RIGHT HAND TURN. WE DO NOT RECALL WHAT THE NAME OF THE FILLING

STATION WAS, ONLY THAT IT WAS NATIONAL BRAND GAS STATION. WE HAD
TRIED TO GET THE ATTENTION OF THE NATIONAL GUARDSMEN IN THE ARMY

VEHICLE, BUT TO NO AVAIL. BETWEEN FOUR AND SIX PM THAT SAME DAY,

WE STOPPED FOR DINNER AT THE LEPETITE NEW ORLEANS CLUB IN CAPE
GIRARDEAU, MISSOURI. EUGUENE COX TELEPHONED THE MEMPHIS POLICE
DEPARTMENT AND TOLD THEM THAT WE HAD SEEN A WHITE MUSTANG BEING
DRIVEN ERRATICALLY WHILE WE WERE IN MEMPHIS., THE POLICE OFFICER
DID NOT SEEM TOO INTERESTED. WE RETURNED TO OUR HOME IN MARION,
ILLfNOIS THAT EVENING., THE FOLLOWING DAY WE SAW THE COMPOSITE
DRAWING OF THE SUSPECT SLAYER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING IN THE SAINT
LOUIS GLOBE DEMOCRAT. SHIRLEY COX STATED THAT THE COMPOSITE DRAW-
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ING WAS THAT OF THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE MUSTANG IN MEMPHIS.
EUGENE COX ONLY HAD A SIDE VIEW OF THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE
MUSTANG AS HE PASSED BY US. WE WANT TO MAKE THIS STATEMENT
BECAUSE WE HAVE WATCHED JAMES EARL RAY ON TELEVISION AND KNOW
THAT HE HAS NOT TRUTHFULLY ACCOUNTED FOR HIS WHEREABOUTS ON THE
DAY FOLLOWING MARTIN LUTHER KING'S ASSASSINATION.

STATEMENT WAS SIGNED E.L. COX AND S.M. COX DATED AUGUST
18, 1978,

HOWERTON ADVISED THAT MRS. COX STATED THAT THE MAN ARRESTED
AND CHARGED WITH KING'S MURDER WAS THE SAME MAN SHE HAD SEEN IN
THE WHITE MUSTANG.

THIS INFORMATION IS BEING MADE AVAILABLE TO THE BUREAU

IN VIEW OF RAY'S TESTIMONY.
SPRINGFIELD INDICES NEGATIVE RE MR. AND MRS. COX.

BT
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WASHINGTON (UPI) — The
House Assassinations Commit-
tee has gone further than the
FBI in showing a single bank
robbery could have financed
the travels of James Earl Ray,
the killer of Dr. Martin Luther
King, a commitiee member
said today.

*The committee, in recess to-
day, plans to devote its Friday
hearing to evaluating the in-
vestigations by the I'BI, local
police and other agencies into
King's assassination in
Memphis, Tenn., on April 4,
1968.

- Lack of proof of where Ray
got money for thousands of
miles of travel by car and
plane after his escape from a
Misssouri prison on April 23,
1967, until his capture in
London on June 8, 1968, has

complice.

+ “There is no evidence that
Ray financed himself by ‘a
geries of small robberies,
which is the conclusion of the
Justice Department report,”
Rep. Floyd Fithian, D-Ind.,
told UPI in an interview.

« “However, I think the com-

gquestioning Ray and looking at
other-fevidence pertaining, to
the pessibility of a single bank
robbery at Alton, 111, having
been the source of his fundy,”
Fithian said. o

fueled theories he had an ac-’

thittee has gone further both in’

"4 \

-[Alton robbery
 s@en as source
of Ray’s money.

* Fithian said this was the idea
behipd questions he asked
Wednesday while Edward M.

* Evans, the chief committee in-

vest gator, reported on tie
FBI's failure to link Ray to a
single holdup in this country.
The Bank of Alton was rob-
bed of about $27,000 by two men
wearing stocking masks on
July 13, 1967, The robbery re-
mains officially unsolved.

The bank robbery was -

similar to five others in which

. Ray’s brother John was invol-

ved, with Ray’s prother Jerry

© taking part in at least one,
* Evans said. He said all occur-

red near Alton, which was
Ray’s home. -

. Evans' second point was thit
: . . o
Ray had been washing dishes
for €85 a week prior to the

Alton robbery. The day aiter-

‘the robbery he bought a $210

car in nearby East St. Louis,

TiL., and left for Canada.

- Evans pointed out a three-

way split in the bank robbery
loot would provide Ray with
$9,000. Painstaking investigé-
tioﬁj shows Ray spent $0,607
during 14 months as a fugitiv'y
bul. had known resources Gi
. only $1,238.54.
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——Page 8-4

——Quincy Herald -
Whig

——Quincy, Ill.
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