











SL: 44-775

this individual most closely resembled a photo in Todays Globe
Democrat than the one which wasshown to him by Agen

He stated that this indjyidual held his chin high while talking
and smelled strongly of, dpice shaving lotion. He also had a
natural dark looking cdhplex1on. He did not believe it was a
suntan nor was it olive looking. He noticed no scars and that

the individual had a smooth comptexion except for slight freckling
immediately above his eye brows. He had never seen this individual
prior to his entering his drugstore this morning.
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LA 44-1574 ‘ _
JANUARY NINE, SIXTY EIGHT, EL PASO, SEVEN TWENTY SIX PM,
SEVEN SEVEN TWO DASH TWO SEVEN ONE ONE.
. ST. LOUIS - $
,5YVE JANUARY TWENTY, SIXTY EIGHT» ST. LOUISs THREE FIFTY SEVEN PM, ’|.
THREE SIX ONE DASH NINE SIX ZERO ONE.
JANUARY TWO, SIXTY EIGHT, OVERLAND» NINE FORTY SEVEN PM

FOUR TWO THREE DASH TWO THREE FOUR EIGHT. ; $b\
e .

NEW ORLEANS -

DECEMBER TWENTY TWOs SIXTY SEVEN, NEW ORLEANS, SEVEN FORTY
EIGHT PM, FIVE TWO THREE DASH ZERO NINE THREE ZERO.

SAN ANTONIO -

FEBRUARY TWENTY NINE, SIXTY EIGHT, SAN ANTONIO» TWELVE
TWENTY SEVEN PM, TWO TWO SEVEN DASH EIGHT ZERO SEVEN EIGHT.
TICKET REFLECTS CALLER RUSSELL JOHNSON.

" EACH OFFICE SHOULD ESTABLISH IDENTITY OF SUBSCRIBER AND
IDENTITY OF CALLER AND ANY INFORMATION THAT MIGHT BE GAINED
CONCERNING RAY IF HE MADE ANY OF THESE CALLS.
END
JLS

FBI ST LOUIS
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ONE FOUR- SEVEN FOUR THREE ONE. THE LATEST ARREST ON

PINKSTON'S IDENTIFICATION RECORD IS FEBRUARY FOURTEENS,

NINETEEN SIXTY-EIGHT BY THE POLICE DEPARTMENT, STe. LOﬂIS: -

FOR POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA. DISPOSITION OF ARREST NOT LISTED.
ALTHOUGH SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS THE

.

ASSAILANT, YOU SHOULD CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF

ANY OF THE ABOVE MIGHT BE IMPLICATED AS A CONSPIRATOR.

AIRMAIL COPIES TO MEMPHIS. ARMED AND DANGEROUS.-
END

MEL

FBI ST LOUIS
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SL: 44-775 f(///
BROTHER : JAMES LARRY RAY, FBI # 368 725 A

White. male, born Ewing, Mo., on[::::::::] Has Social
Security # 5'10", 170 #, brown hair, brown eyes,
single, medium complexion, slight Speech impediment, no military
service, has white over blue Ford Thun bird, two door hardtop
automobile bearing Mo. Lic. AE 2-558 Residence ~ 1900a Cherokee
St., SLMO. Operates GRAPEVINE TAVE 1982 Arsenal, SLMO, since
12/67{ Bar license i8 in name of sister, CAROL PEPPER.

On interview 4-22-68, he claimed to have last seen subject
on visit to Mo. State Pen. two to four years ago. Prior to this,
he said had not seen subject since subject was discharged from Army
in 1948 at Quincy, I11. Claimed he was not aware that subject had
escaped from the Pen. and denied that he had been contacted by
subject or that he knew subject's whereabouts. He is being re-
interviewed at this time, Prison records indicate he visited
subject: 10-17-62, 7-7-63, 11-3-63, 11~7-63, 5-6-65, 7-10-66,
11-13-66, 12-20-66, and 4-22-67, It should be noted subject
escaped 4-23-67.

SISTER:  CARQL ANN PEPPER, nge  RAYNES, aka CAROL A@Ym
MRS ALBERT B, . '

N

White female, borm | Ewing, Mo,, 5'6" 140 #, black
hair, medium complexion, marr ALBERT BENNY PEP has two

children, ALBERT (age 5) and JAMES (age 4). Resides 2025 Belleview,
Maplewood, Mo. Interviewed 4-19-68 and 4-20-68, as well as 4-22-68,
Furnished names of family members. Denied she had seen or heard from
subject since escape, or that she was aware of lis whereabouts, On
4~22-68, she declined interview, saying she and husband were dis-
guested about whole affair; that she was not sure she was even related
to subject; and that she would decline to talk to FBI unless her
husband consented and interview was in his presence,

Her husband, ALBERT BENNY PEPPER, was born Chicago,
I11,, white, male, Social Security # 5° , resides
2025 Belleview, Maplewood, Mo, Employ y KET HARDWARE CoO,,
4064 Laclede, SLMO, Interviewed 4-19, 4-20 and 4-~22-68, Denied
knowledge or contact with subject subsequent to escape or info as to
his whereabouts. He tbo declined interview on 4-22-68, I
Subject's gsssssimother, LUCILLE MARY RYAN nee MAHER, born
.|, Altom, Ill1., died at SLNO, 1-25-61, .
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SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775) 4/26/68

SA GEORGE M. PEET
MURKIN

Memphis tel dated 4/22/68 requested major law
enforcement agencies to compare unidentified latent
prints in robberies and burglaries with fingerprints of
subject RAY,

Officer MICHAEL FITZPATRICK, Identification
Division, SLPD, made this comparison at SLPD with negative
results and Officer ED BRIGHT conducted the same investigation
at the SLCPD with negative results. This data was furnished
to SA HAROLD R, DOBSON for daily teletype summary.

On 4/25/68, Det. Sgt. JAMES HACKETT, Ninth
District, SLPD, advised that GLEN BLACK, driver of Checker
Cab #127, reported to Ninth District that he picked up a
man shortly after midnight at the McArthur Hotel on the
night of 4/24-25/68 and that he drove this individual to
Boyle and Forest Park where he let him out of the cab.
The passenger in the cab reportedly had a large roll of
currency in his possession at the time.

BLACK advised the PD that he was formerly aninmate
at Jefferson City Penitentiary, that he was there at the same
time subject RAY was there and that he knew RAY for this
reason, He said the man that he picked up at the McArthur
Hotel looked very much like RAY and he thought that it may
have been RAY,

According to HACKETT, Ninth District detectives
immediately after this information was reported to them by
BLACK searched the area saloons, etc., near Boyle and Forest
Park Avenues from 1:30 until nearly 3:00 in an effort to
locate this individual without success. Additionally, they
talked with the bellhop and desk clerk at the McArthur Hotel
who advised the officers that the man who was picked up by
the Checker Cab was refused lodging because he was drunk and
he did not look like RAY, whose photographs both had recently

seen in the paper and as a result of contac with poligce
and the FBI. ?@(_7;0’3}2/_

2 - 44.775
GMP: pdp
(2)

T ——
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SL: 44-775

LEAD

ST. LOVIS: -
AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI: |

Through Checker Cab Company will locate and
interview GLEN BLACK, Cab #127, inasmuch as he reportedly
knows subject RAY,
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

— e = ————— — ——— —— — —— — a— —

(Priority)

PAGE TWO

HE HAD CONTACTED NOLAN FOR HISTORICAL DATA RE LENGTHY
IMPRISONMENT FOR HUMAN INTEREST STORY.

CARMICHAEL ADVISED NOTICED FALL SIXTYSEVEN NEWSPAPER
ARTICLE CONCERNING NOLAN PREPARING OWN BRIEF WHICH RESULTED
IN RELEASE FROM PRISON, CONTACTED NOLAN THROUGH ST. LOUIS
ATTORNEY, NAME NOT RECALLED, ATTORNEY SPOKE HIGHLY OF NOLAN's
INTELLIGENCE AND LEGAL ABILITY. AFTER SEVERAL CONTACTS WITH
NOLAN DECIDED INSUFFICIENT HUMAN INTEREST IN MATTER AND
DROPPED, RECALLED NOLAN AS HIGHLY INTELLIGENT, NOT RADICAL
OR EXTREMIST BUT HAD EXTREMELY HOSTILE ATTITUDE TOWARD
AUTHORITIES IN PENITENTIARIES, NEVER DISPLAYED RACIAL
EXTREMISM, NEVER MENTIONED RAY AS FRIEND OR ASSOCIATE.

LOCATED NOLAN BANK ACCOUNT. NO SIGNIFICANT DEPOSITS
OR WITHDRAWALS, CURRENT BALANCE EIGHTEEN DOLLARS AND
THIRTYFOUR CENTS, NO SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX,

MRS, CARMEN PATTON, FIVE TWO ZERO SIX WASHINGTON, ST.
LOUIS, MISSOURI, LANDLADY, AWARE OF NOLAN's PRISON BACKGROUND
THROUGH NEWSPAPER ARTICLE, DESCRIBES HIM AS QUIET AND MANNERLY

NO ASSOCIATES VISIT. CURRENTLY EMPLOYED AS A COOK, PLACE

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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PAGE THREE

UNKNOWN, HAS ATTEMPTED TO OBTAIN EMPLOYMENT IN LOCAL
POVERTY AGENCY,
NOLAN HAS FBI NUMBER FOUR ONE EIGHT FOUR SEVEN,
NOLAN INTERVIEWED ARPRIL TWENTYFOUR, SIXTYEIGHT,
HOSTILE, INTERVIEWED REQUIRED TWO AND ONE-HALF HOURS,

BY HIM SINCE ESCAPE, STATED HE KNEW RAY TEN YEARS IN

SAME HALL WITH RAY BUT THEY WERE CELLED INDIVIDUALLY,

A LONER, RAY NEVER TOLD HIM ANY PERSONAL INFORMATION

SMALL TOWN, ILLINOIS,

HE REMEMBERED RAY BUT KNEW NOTHING ABOUT HIM NOW AND WOULD NOT
TELL LAW ENFORCEMENT IF HE DID., DENIED HAVING ANYTHING TO
DO WITH RAY's ESCAPE OR THAT HE HAD SEEN RAY OR BEEN CONTACTED

WAS AWARE OF HIS PLANNING TO ESCAPE THREE OCCASIONS BUT HAD

NO KNOWLEDGE AS TO DETAILS OR MODUS OPERANDI, RESIDED IN

ALLEGED RAY ESCAPED APPROXIMATELY THIRTY DAYS PRIOR TO DATE

ESCAPE REPORTED, BELIEVES HIMSELF CLOSEST INMATE ASSOCIATE

OF RAY, WALKED IN PRISON YARD WITH HIM DAILY, SAID RAY WAS

THAN THAT HE HAD A BROTHER IN CHICAGO AND HAD GROWN UP IN

ANTI-

EXTREMELY

STATED

PRISON,

OTHER

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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PAGE FOUR

SAID RAY DOES NOT TRUST ANY CONVICT AND REGARDS ALL AS
POTENTIAL "STOOL PIGEONS," SINCE HE FELT TWO OF HIS ESCAPE
ATTEMPTS HAD BEEN FOILED BY INFORMANTS, EXPRESSED OPINION
IF RAY SAW CONVICT HE KNEW OR WHO HE THOUGH/MIGHT KNOW HIM
HE WOULD IMMEDIATELY LEAVE THE AREA, DID NOT FEEL THAT
RAY WOULD EVER CONTACT ANY EX-CON, INCLUDING HIMSELF,

ALLEGED RAY DID NOT ESCAPE IN BREAD BOX AS REPORTED BUT
ACTUALLY WALKED OUT FRONT DOOR. STATED HE DID NOT
INSINUATE ANY BRIBERY INVOLVED BUT REFUSED TO AMPLIFY REGARDING
ESCAPE,

STATED RAY WAS NOT RACIAL EXTREMIST AND IF HE WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR DEATH OF KING IT WOULD BE COMPLETELY OUT OF
CHARACTER. STATED RAY WAS CYNICAL IN A HUMEROUS VfiN.

MOST CONVERSATIONS WITH RAY CONCERNED THEIR PREPARATION
OF LEGAL BRIEFS IN THEIR ATTEMPT TO GAIN FREEDOM, RAY
INTERESTED IN LAW IF IT CONCERNED HIS CASE, SPENT EXTRA
MONEY TO PURCHASE LAW BOOKS,

NOLAN RELUCTANTLY AGREED TO CONTACT FBI IF CONTACTED

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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PAGE FIVE

BY RAY BECAUSE FAILURE TO DO SO MIGHT CAUSE HIS RETURN TO
PRISON,

STATED RAY WORKED IN PRISON KITCHEN WITH MANY NEGROES,
i%%%%%é SPOKEN WELL OF ANYONE WHO WOULD SHARE OF WORK
REGARDLESS OF RACE, NEVER EXPRESSED ANIMOSITY BECAUSE OF
COLOR.

NOLAN EMPLOYED HERITAGE HOUSE RESTAURANT, ST, LOUIS,
MISSOURI, BUT STATED GOING TO WORK FOR POVERTY PROGRAM, ST,
LOUIS, MISSOURI, APRIL TWENTYNINE,

NEIGHBORHOOD SOURCE OBTAINED, INFORMANTS ALERTED,
CREDIT RECORD REQUESTED, COVERAGE WILL BE EFFECTED AT NEW
EMPLOYMENT,

NOLAN WILL BE FURTHER INTERVIEWED, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW
OF INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM KANSAS CITY PRISON GOSSIP THAT
NOLAN MAY HAVE MASTERMINDED KING's ASSASSINATION,

D, a&%{&m«ﬂ/ ond ‘tﬁdﬂqfw"““

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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FB{ ST LOULS

£

FBI SPRNGFLD
SO7PM URGENT 4-27-68 DJK
. TO ST. LOUIS €44~775)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 2PP

MURKINs CR.

-

RE BUTEL TO ALL SACS» APRIL TWENTY SIX SIXTYEIGHT AND
ST. LOUIS TEL TO BUREAUs EF AL, APRIL TWENTY SIX SIXTYEIGHT.

RE BENNY K. ngstz FBI NUMBER THREE ONE FOUR. SEVEN
FOUR THREE ONE. / |

DAVID V. LANSDEN, ATTORNEY, GAIRO, ILLINGIS, ADVISED

n PETE e e

TODAY THAT HE HAS HAD BENNY K. PINKSTON AS A CLIENT ON TWO OR

THREE OCCASIONS. LANSDEN STATES THAT PINKSTON IS A HEARTLESS
INDIVIDUAL WHO PROFESSES TO BE A SEPARATIONIST AND USUALLY
ACQUIRES SMALL AMOUNTS OF MONEY FROM BUSINESSMEN IN THE WHITE
COMMUNITY BY SOLICITING DONATIONS IN ONE AQD TWO DOLLAR AMOUNTS
TO PROMOTE HIS SEPARATION OF THE RACES PROGRAM.

LANSDEN STATED THAT PINKSTON USUALLY CA?R;ES A QUANTITY

OF JOHN BIRCH LITERATUE AND DISTRIBUTES SAME AND GENERALLY

. OPERATES IN THE SIKESTON, MISSOURI OR FORREST CITY, ARKANSAS AREA.

END PAGE ONE

(4 . | SEARCHED

- SERIALIZED
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LANSDEN UNABLE TO RECALL ANY CONVékSATION WHEREIN PINKSTON
THREATENED LIFE OF KING NOR DOES HE RECALL PINKSTON EVER CONSULTING -
HIM AS TO WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN IF HE KILLED KING. LANSDEN STAfES
TO THE BEST OF HIS KNOWLEDGE: PINKSTON PROBABLY IN FORREST-
CITY, ARKANSAS, WHERE HE HAS A MOTHER AND OTHER RELATIVES.
LANSDEN STATES TO THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION HE LAST SAW .
PINKSTON THREE OR FOUR YEARS AGO. P. |

COPIES MAILED LITTLE ROCK AND MEMPHIS.

ARMED AND. DANGEROUS.

END |
JLS

FBI ST LOUIS
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POWDER. INMATE NAMED WADE (FNU) FROM KANS;? CITY MAY HAVE BEEN ONE

OoF PRIéONERS WHO DID BEATING. EARL HARRIS,NEGRO KINGPIN OUT OF

e ot B i

ST. LOUISs SOLD AMPHETAMINE POWDER TO NEéROES AND BELIEVED TO‘HQVEV ﬂ
KNOWN RAY. ONE RALPH OVERTON WOULD HAVE KNOWN RAY. BUT NOT INTI- |
MATELY e .

ONLY RELATIVE RAY EVER SPOKE OF WAS BROTHER IN ST. LOUiS_WHO
WAS APPARENTLY MIDDLEMAN FOR MONEY\PAID BY RELATIVES AND FRIENDS
OF INMATES FOR AMPHETAMINE POWDER AND BROTHER BELIEVED TO HAVE:
TURNED MONEY OVER TO LAWYER WORKING ON RAY'S APPEAL FOR ROBBERY'
CONVICTION.

AEBY RECALLS RAY AS HAVING GENERAL APPEARANCE, EXCEPT FOR
HAIR, OF ONE NINE SIX‘ZEROIPHOTO ON INDENTIFICATION ORDER. HAIR
WAS BELIEVED TO BE WORN NORMALLY LONG» POSSIBLY WITH PART. AEBY
STATED WOULD NOT HAVE RECOGNIZED RAY FROM STANDUP PHOTO WHICH
APPEARED IN SOME NEWSPAPERS AND WOULD NOT HAVE RECOGNIZED HIM FRGM
ONE NINE SIXTY EIGHT PHOTO.

AEBY DESCRIBED THE SUBJECT AS HAVING NORMALY MODULATED VOICE»
POSSIBLE MIDWESTERN ACCENT. HAD CLEAN PERSONAL HABITS AND LIKELY _

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE'THREE
BE GOOD DRESSER AND HAS GENERAL APPEARANCE OF BUSINES$MAN OUTSIDE:,:'
APPEARED TO HAVE ABOUT A HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION. ONLY POSSIBLE .
OCCUPATION WHICH AEBY CONSIDERS RAY MIGHT BE QUALIFIED FOR WOULD‘  i
BE IN BAKERY.

RAY NOT RECALLED TO HAVE HAD ANY SPECIAL INTEREST OR TO HAVE
SAID ANYTHING REGARDING NEGROESs, KKK» ARMY SERVICEs SPORTS., FOREIG&(
fRAVEL: WOMEN, HOMOSEXUALITY., CLOTHES, DRINKING, AND OQTSIDE
WORLD IN GENERAL. LIKED TO PLAY éOKER AND CONSIDERED GOOD PLAYER-.
NOT A GRAGGART, GENERALLY KIND MANNERED AND MIGHT APPEAR TIMID |

TO PERSONS NOT KNOWING HIM WELL. NAME ERIC STARVO GALT MEANS s

NOTHING TO AEBY.

‘AEBY‘CURRENTLY ON BOND FOR NARCOTICS POSSESSION. CHARéES
IN DALLAS AND FORT WORTH, EXPECTS TO PLEAD GQILTY AND EE SENT TO
TEXAS PEN IN IMMEDIATE FUTURE. PROMISED COOPERATIONs, HOWEVER., IF
RAY SHOULD CONTACT HIM OR HE OTHERWISE LEARNS ANYTHING OF VALUE.
AEBY CONSIDERS RAY;S NORMAL CRIMINAL OCCUPATION AS_ARMED
ROBBERY BASED CDNVERSATIGNS:bTHAT HE WOULD BE HIT AND-RUN TYPE.,

COVERING WIDE AREAS. STATED CANNOT CONCEIVE RAY WOULD HAVE KILLED
VICTIM EXCEPT FOR MONEY.

END PAGE THREE
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PAGE FOUR ‘
ST. LOUIS CONSIDER REINTERVIEWING SUBJECT'S BROTHER ON BASIS |
INFORMATION HEREIN AND INTERVIEW EARL HARRIS, NEGRO KINGPIN, IF
AVAILABLE. |
KANSAS CITY ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY WADE AND INTERVIEW.
END -
LCR
'FBI ST LOUILS
P
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