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SELLARS UNABLE TO IDENTIFY PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECT AND

RIFE.
SUSPECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

ST. LOUIS ADVISED BY AM,
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2:08AM PDTN URGENT 4-28-68 RCE

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS

FROM: LOS ANGELES (44-1574)

MURKIN”’

AT EIGHT FIFTEEN AM INSTANT TRANSWORLD AIRLINE

GATE AGENT» JAMES‘CLQLQEK{/iDVISED THAT TWO BOARDING

AGENTS OBSERVED AN INDIVIDUAL FITTING DESCRIPTION OF

JAMES EARL RAY, EXCEPT FOR SHORTER SALT AND PEPPER GRAY

HAIR, BOARDING TWA FLIGHT NUMBER ONE SEVEN'FOUR:‘DEPARTIﬂG

LOS ANGELES EIGHT TWENTYONE AM, ARRIVING ST. LOUIS

ONE FORTY PM. HE IS WEARING WHITE BUTTONED DOWN SHIRT

AND YFLLOW CARDIGAN SWEATER. HE GAVE NAME OF GEORGE,

RUDE AND ASKED FOR CONNECTING FLIGHT INFORMATION TO MARION,

OHIOs VIA OZARK AIRLINES. HE IS CARRYING A BLUE

FLIGHT BAG AND IS SITTING MIDWAY ON COACH SECTION ON RIGHT

SIDE. HE ALSO HAS TWO OTHER PIECES OF LUGGAGE GHECKED.
 ST. LOUIS WILL DETERMINE WHETHER GEORGE RUDE IDENTICAL

TO SUBJECT.

ARMED AND DANEFROUS.
0% 5

END ﬂpﬁi »1%0%
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DOWDA advised he would not be surprised if JAMES EARL RAY
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does
not bellieve RAY would have killled KING without being

pald for it.

DOWDA stated approximately four months before
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from
the Missourl State Prison by golng out of the prison behind
the ovens in the prison bakery. He stated RAY was appre-
hended and RAY had broken hls arm in thlis escape attempt.
He stated RAY had talked about escaping from the Penitentlary
prior to this. DOWDA advised he does not belleve RAY returned
from maxlimum security confinement prior to DOWDA's release
from prison.

DOWDA stated while in prison, RAY was particularly
interested in Western music. He stated he does not recall
RAY ever mentioning anything about dancing. He stated that
during this period a number of orchestras from the Lake of
the Ozarks had played at the State Prison and RAY would
never miss these performances. He stated RAY often talked
about planning to go to the Lake of the Ozarks when he got
out of prison. DOWDA stated he would have no idea who RAY
would contact at the Lake of the Ozarks, but stated if he
were to look for RAY there, he would first find out who was
selling dope and through this person, locate RAY. He stated
RAY had talked about being on dope prlor to being in the
Missourl State Prison. He advised RAY had to have an out-
side source of income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's
dope habit was costing RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and
RAY appeared to be well fixed, never wanting for anything.

DOWDA extimated RAY spent $15 to $20 a week for
personal convenlences. He stated RAY, while in prison,
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"used amphetamine, taking the shot in the "main line." He
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated
RAY never lacked for money, but had no idea of RAY's source
of income. DOWDA stated he 1s certain RAY was not selling
amphetamine to other prisoners, stating he has known RAY
to glve free amphetamine to prisoners who needed a shot.
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, but
admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Mlssourl
State Prison.

DOWDA stated that HA] A REBB« Guard on the
gate in the kitchen of the 'ssouri State Prison, was very
close to JAMES EARL RAY and it was DOWDA's understanding
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source of amphetamine. He stated
BENJAMIN O, GOODIN was a civilian in charge of the kitchen
."8nd 8 certaln QOODIN was not connected in any way with
" the bringing of amphetamine into the prison. He stated
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands 1t was
GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had
attempted to escape in 1966

DOWDA advised one NE (phonetic) was RAY's
closest friend in the Missour State Prison and was respon-
slble for bringing RAY into the kitchen. He stated ABBY
at this time was chlef cook at the prlson. He belleves
ABBY was servling time for breaking into a drug store and
he does know that dope was connected with ABBY's offense.

He stated ABBY had a detainer on him as he was an escapee
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not
ABBY is presently in custody but does not believe he 1s
presently in the Missourl State Prison.

He stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD=REAN
RIGGER. He stated RIGGER was from California and ;
’ e a psychiatrist at the Napa State Hospital, which
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18 located north of San Francisco, California.

DOWDA advised that RAY and other inmates that might
have DOWDA's address would have a Route 1, Sanford, Florida,
address, and would not know that he ls presently in Marletta,
Georgla. He stated his father, STEVE VC_“L;wﬁ. wpresently
resides at 110 South Chandler Streetv, Delan *lorida, and
that anyone inquiring for him at Sanford, Florida, would be
sent to Deland, Florida. DOWDA claims he has not been
contacted by RAY and has heard nothing to indicate RAY has
attempted to contact him. He stated RAY had talked about
traveling over all the United States, but had never mentioned
anything which would indicate RAY was associated with any-
one in the Atlanta, Georgia, area. DOWDA stated the only
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgla,
who was an inmate at the Missourl State Prison was one
égggx;¥§§g§3rrom Calhoun, Georgla. He advised WHITE had a

edera etdlner against him and believes WHITE 1s still
incarcerated at the Missourl State Prison.

DOWDA advised he had made a trip to California in
November of 1967, and that he and his wife had spent
Thanksgliving Day visitling her uncle, BQBMGRLZ:%N who resides
at Palos Verdes, California. He stafé¥ GRAHAM 18 Reglonal
Manager for IBM in that area. He stated that he and his wife
had stopped at Jefferson City and while there, contacted a
Missouri State Prison guard, Mr. "PETE"' PETRIE. He stated
he had not made any inquiry c8fitérning RAY and was not
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any
inquiry concerning inmates inasmuch as his wife did not know
he was a former lnmate of the Missourl State Prison. He
stated he had stopped in the Kansas City, Missouri, area
~and attempted to locate PAUL ALVIN LAIL, .JB
in the Missourl State Prison as PAUI J N _CARTE
stated LAIL had been released appreéximé 'y a yoar'before
he had and that they had agreed to attempt to get together
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- after thelr release from prison. He stated LAIL worked in
the license shop at the Missourl State Prison and although
he was acquainted with RAY, he did not belleve LAIL was a
particularly good friend of RAY, He stated after his return
from California, he was contacted by PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR.
He stated LAIL owns a home at 34 Barbodos Drive, Palm’
Springs; West Palm Beach, Florida, Telephone Number 965-
4221. He stated LAIL in Februery of 1968 was out of a Job
and had come to Marletta, Georgla, looking for employment.
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgla, with his

wife and a small baby and had resided with DOWDA for
approximately one and one-half weeks, leaving approximately
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, DOWDA having
been arrested on March 4, 1968.

DOWDA advised he could recall nothing else concern-
ing RAY which might assist in his locatlion, but in the
event he remembered anything additional, he would contact:
the FBI. ’
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At Jeffersenm City, Missouri:

1) N lill, at Missouri State Pemitentiary, determime
1raq medical records type rash JAMES EARL RAY had onm side.
~ of head and medication prescribed. for RAY.

'H,2) ~ Cheek correspomdence file to determine if RAY
~has any approved correspondence which may identify girl friemds
 ‘RAY tal ked about.

3) Attenpt to detornino supplier of narcotics to RAY
vhilo RAY in prison and attempt to develop informatiom comceriing
‘RAY's outside source of income, as RAY may now attempt to :
~contact thése persons.

4) " Ascertain prescnt whereabouts. of inmate JERRY 'HIQ?.

5) Through sources at prison, ovalnute infermation
v-turnishod by DOWDA,

At Kamsas City, Missouri:

. Attempt to locato bar kmown as Gaslight, to determime
42 subject RAY is known there and attempt to deternine identi ty
of girl RL! net there..

At Columbia, Missouri:

Cbntact bars in vicinity of college and determine if
‘subject RAY kmown as well as attempt to learn idemtity of girl
RA! had met im this area.

At Lake Ozark, liaaouxiz}.
will, throu‘h.sourecs, attenpt to identify marcotics

pushers and thrbugh them determime if subject hus‘boon in thin
area, -

SA! BIBG@
- At Palos Verdes, Calitorliu:

©Will lccate BOB GBAIAI and 1ntexvicw @ nceraing
DGIBA's visit Thanksgiving 1967; determine if DOWDA madé
any remarks comcerning comtact with RAY Oor anyone else
“4im Califormia, - {
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FBI CHICAGO

‘356PM URGENT 4/29/68 CAB

TO ALL SACS - RELAY MESSAGE PLAN

FROM DIRECTORs 44-38861 1P

MURKINI | | | 0 Ty / | /

ALL OFFICES HAVING LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES IN THEIR

TERRITORIES WHICH MAINTAIN UNIDENTIFIED LATENT FINGERPRINTS
IN CONNECTION WITH MAUTERS UNDER THEIR JURISDICTION SHOULD |
IMMEDIATELY CONTACT THESE AGENCIES AND REQUEST THAT THE
FINGERPﬁINTS OF SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY AS SET FORTH ON THE
I0 BE COMPARED WITH LATENTS OBTAINED SINCE KIS ESCAPE

FROM MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY ON FOUR THENTY-THREEi
SIXTY-SEVEN.

THIS IS FOR THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLY ESTABLISHING
RAY'S'PAST WHEREABOUTS AND SOURCE OF FUNDS. LEGATS OTTAWA AND
MEXICO CITY REQUESTED TO DO LIKEWISE. ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
END
LCR
‘FBI ST LOUIS

X

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176


















SL 44-775

DRAKE pointed out there were several instances
of racial trouble at the penitentiary but RAY never seemed
involved or expressed his feelings in the matter,

RAY often mentioned that he could not do his 20-
year sentence but never indicated any escape plans or any
contacts with outside individuals. RAY's brother, JACK RAY,
from St. Louis, Mo., was the only member of the family he -
mentioned and belleved JACK averaged visiting RAY about once
a year at the penitentiary. He vaguely recalled RAY mention-
ing he had another brother killed in an auto accident. He
did not discuss his general background other than mentioning
on several occasions he had previously done time at Menard

Prison, Chester, Illinois.

RAY was not addicted to use of drugs, however,
DRAKE said nearly all inmates "fooled around" with anything
they could get their hands on. DRAKE said about two weeks
after his release in June 1965, he visited JACK RAY upon the
request of JIMMY, and that was the last time he saw JACK.
Their conversation concerned primarily JIM's welfarz at the

MSP,

DRAKE had not heard of JIM's escape and presumed
he was still in prison until the recent publicity.

DRAKE regards RAY as a small-~time robber mentally
incapable of planning the assassination of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER"
KING without additional intelligent guidance from some other
source. He believes RAY may be capable of being hired for this
but would certainly not be alone in this matter. He is also
of the opinion that whoever hired RAY, that person or group,
has disposed of RAY. He commented that with the "heat" on
RAY and rewards advertised, it would be extremely difficult

for a fellow like RAY to hide.

CARL DRAKe indicated that he would cooperate in
any way he could with the FBI in the event any information
came to his attention re the whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY.

CARL DRAKE said his brother, JAMER® FRANCIS DRAKE
was also an inmate at the MSP and was acquainted with RAY in
a similar manner, All three formerly walked the yard together
and that was JAMES PRAKE's main association with JAMES RAY.
JAMES FRANCIS DRAKE was released two years before CARLand later
served time at Terre Haute Federal Prison, and was released in
November 1967. CARL said his brother, JAMES, resides with his
mother, OLA DRAKE, at Modesta, Il1l., and is currently employed
at the vValley Steel Co., Jacksonville, Il1.

‘2—
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LEAD
THE SPRINGFIELD OFFICE:

AT MODESTA, ILL,:

Locate and interview JAMES FRANCIS DRAKE for any
background information he may have re JAMES EARL RAY,

Sorfpp elansmeds Aaagtiseg
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via

FBI

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

'__.-L._—__-—-——-—-—-—_-———_.

PAGE TWO
SENTENCE JANUARY TWENTY, SIXTYSEVEN, HIS RELATIVES LISTED AS
WIFE, SHIRLEY SUE MILES, SIX ONE TWO BURFORD STREET, MARSHFIELD,
MESSOURI; HIS FATHER GARIE MILES, RURAL ROUTE, MARSHFIELD, MISSOURI.
KANSAS CITY AT MARSHFIELD, MISSOURI, DETERMINE IF BILLY
MAX MILES IDENTICAL WITH BILLY MILES DESCRIBED IN RE TELETYPE
BY LEO BARNETT, FLORIDA STATE PRISON, RAIFORD, FLORIDA,
SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS,
P

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finger-
prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons
on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Division,
succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17,
1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere
with a Constitutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray is also sought for un-
lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery,
based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri.
He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri,
in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery
and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September,
1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum
security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was repdrted missing
from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967.

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been
convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money
Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and
Pontiac, Ilinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth,
Kansas.

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December,
1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and
breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack
of adaptability for military service,

-9 -
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Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois

on He is approximately 5'10" inches tall, weighs from 163

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He
has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his
right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and
straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at
an ear lobe, His left ear protrudes noticeably.

Acquaintances describe him as a 'loner" and "'drifter' whose
language and diction reflect a "'rural' quality and indicate he has had limited
education,

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks
vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant
seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked
as a baker, laborer and color matcher. |

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons.
He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles
area early in 1968.

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous.
Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately
contact the nearest office of the FBI, the telephone number of which may be

found on the first page of local telephone directories.
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