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Re: ASSOCIATES OF THE RAY FAMILY

~ The following investngatlon was conducted by Investigative
Clerk JOHN D, DYER, JR.:

On May {MEQGS, a review of the records at the Veterans _
Administration Regional Office, St. Louis, Missouri; disclosed JOHN :
EU%EEEwQéﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘ United States Marine Corps serial number 73896, )
“Veterans Adwinistration claim number C-1545802, filed a disab1lity
claim due to weak ankles resulting in fiat feet on May 23, 1923,
place not shown. This claim was denied since this condition had
existed prior to his Marine Corps service.

GAWRON subsequéntly filed a claim on September 13, 1930,
at the Veterans Administration Regional Office, San Francisco,
California, due to chromnic otitis media. This claim was allowed
and his condition was held to be disabling to a degree of 19 per cent,
effective October 28, 1930.

GAWRON's disability was subsequently rated on January 4,
1965, and the degree of disability was held to be 40 per cent,
effective January 5, 1965, and his monthly pension was shown as
$100.00. The file 1ndicated GAWRON is presently receiving his
pensio& checks at 1807 South Eleventh Street, St. Louis, Missouri .
6310 . _ . .

United States Mafin@ Corps meaICal records for GAWRON
contained in his Veterans Administration claim file, showed he
received treatment for otitis media on April 20, 1917, while
stationed on the USS MICHIGAN, and for pes planns, on April 21,
1917, while statloned on the USS SOLACE

GAWRON's clalm file also indicated he was incarcerated
at the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, in March
1923; the Illinois State Penitentiary, Jollete, Illinois, in-
March of 1954; and the Illinois State Prison, Menard, Illinois,
in November of 1958, .

GAWRON was hospitalized at the Cochran Veterans Administration
Hospital, St. Louis, Missouri, from October 28, 1960, to January 3,
1961, and received the following diagnoses:
i
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In 1959 GAWRON escaped from the penitentiary
at Menard and thereafter went temporarily on his own
initiative to a Veterans Administration Hospital in
Wisconsin., After a few days there, however, hefleft the
hospital and came to St. Louis, Missouri. pon” arrival
at St. Louis he went to the home of LUCILLEfR AN at
1913 Hickory. LUCILLE's mother, MARY MAH%@, was at that
time operating a rooming house at that address and LUCILLE
was living with her mother. GAWRON was aware that LUCILLE
was residing there with her mother because he had kept in
contact with her while he was in the penitentiary., After
GAWRON came to St. Louls he resided with LUCILLE at 1913
Hickory, During that period of time none of LUCILLE's
children were actually residing with her there but JIMMY,
JERRY, and CAROL were all living in St. Louis and came to
LUCILLE's home from  time to time. Also, LUCILLE's son
JOHN was released from the Illinois State Penitentiary at
Menard sometime in about 1959 and he thereafter resided with
his mother, LUCILLE, on Hickory Street,

During a period of severa& months in IQSSVEZ;RON
was closely associated with JIMM%’?JAMES EARL _AX@ whe resided
at various places in South ST, LOULIE "GAWRON taught JYifiu«
to be a burglar and they went together on a number of burglaries
which GAWRON estimates’ at 12 burglaries., All of these were
committed outside St. Louls in the northern part of Missouri,
in Iowa, and in Illinois. ' Among other things which GA¥RON
"taught JIMMY he taught him to always wear gloves on any kind
of a job and JIMMY always seemed to be most meticulous in this
regard; GAWRON would be surprised if JIMMY would now go on
any kind of a job without wearing gloves and at the risk of
leav1mg fingerprints. GAWRON is a safe man who is proficient
in peeling, punching, or blowing safes. He and JIMMY burglarized
various business establishments, such as supermarkets, appliance
stores, and furniture stores. They never took any merchandise
or other items except cash, The largest amount GAWRON recalls
them ever getting in a burglary was about $6000, which they
split equally. e

During this same period of time while”they were
comimitting burglaries GAWRON and JIMMY Spent#"great deal of
time together amnd the place in St. Louis which they most
frequented was a.tavern then known as Ruby’s Bar and later
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OWENS' car in front of the rooming house on Park Avenue

where subject was living, together with a number of St., Louis
Police Department officers. GAWRON inquired of the officers
as to what was going on and was told that the subject had -
been arrested for the robbery of a Kroger Store. GAWRON

said that he was greatly concermed because he feared the
police would process OWENS' car and find GAWRON's prints as:
he had been in that car the day before on the contemplated
East St. Louis robbery’

After the arrest of subject in 1959 following the
Kroger Store robbery GAWRON visited the subject a couple of
times in the St. Louis City Jail while subject was awaiting
trial and transfer to the Missouri State Penitentiary. This
was the last time GAWRON has ever seen the subject.

At a later time, pessibly im the iatter part of
1960, GAWRON moved cut of the rooming house at 1913 Hickory
where he had been living im a relationship of man and wife -
with LUCILLE RYAN. His moving resulted from the fact that he
was not getting along well with LUCILLE's mother, who operated
the rooming house. GAWRON moved to another rooming house
operated by Grandma Pinky, at about 1109 Mississippi Avenue.
LUCILLE thereafter spent most of her time with him at the latter
address until she became i1l and GAWRON arranged for her to
be admitted to the St. Louis City Hospital. LUCILLE RYAN
died in the St. Louis City Hospital in January 1961. GAWRON
has understood that LUCILLE's mother, MARY MAHER, continued
to reside in the St. Louis area for a time until she also
died a year or two later.

In 1961 GAWRON had become acquainted with ALBERT
PEPPER, who later married subject's sister CAROL, GAWRON
and PEPPER, together with JOHN RAY, were arrested at Louisiana,
Missouri, in 1961 for suspiciomn of burglary. They were then
taken to Troy, Missouri, and GAWRON believes that PEPPER and
JOHEN RAY thereafter received sentences of 10 days in jail at
Bowling Greem, Missouri, im Pike County. GAWRON, however, because
he was on parole, was not prosecuted but his parole was revoked
and he was returned to the Illinois State Penitentiary at Menard.
It is GAWRON's recollection that although ALBERT PEPPER later
married subject's sister CAROL the subject was not acquainted
with ALBERT PEPPER at any time before the subject was arrested
and sentenced to the penitentiary in 1859,
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well and making good money. GAWRON believes he recalls
that JOHN RAY also made some mention of the fact that
subject was working as some sort of a salesman but GAWRON
said he is uncertain in his recollection regarding that
specific mention.

On a third occasion which was at least a few days
and possibly a week or so later, GAWRON again had a conver-
sation with JOHN RAY and CAROL PEPPER at the PEPPER residence.
GAWRCN recalls that on this occasion ALBERT PEPPER was also
present at the residemce but was in the kitchen eating his
supper and was not in the same room where JOHN, CAROL and
GAWRON were talking. On this occasion GAWRON again asked
about the subject at which time JOHN RAY told him that the
subject was now in Los Angeles. According to GAWRON there
was no additional information whatever furnished him by
either JOHN RAY or CAROL PEPPER on this occasion to explain
the subject's presence in Los Aungeles or what he was doing
there. , o .

GAWRON disclaimed any knowledge on his part as to
how JOHN RAY and CAROQL PEPPER would have come into possession
of the information which was furnished GAWRON on the occasions
described above. He said he did not know whether they had
been in direct communication with the subject and did not
know whether the subject might have comnunicated with them
or anyone else by mail, telephone or otherwise.

Inquiry was made of GAWRON as to why he had not
earlier furnished the information indicating the subject's
presence in Omaha and Los Angeles. He said that in view of
his age his memory is not always too good and things come
back to him slowly sometimes after he has thought about them,
He said that this information has just now come back to his
memory and he denied that he had remembered this information
earliex but had withheld it.

GAWRON staied that he would endeavor to make con-

tact with JOHN RAY and CAROL PEPPER during the following days
and during the weekend of May 4, 1968, and he suggested that
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the interviewing agents should recontact him on Monday,
May 6, 1968, for any additional information he might be able
to obtain from JOHN RAY and CAROCL PEPPER,
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