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RE: TROY EARLS

Following investigation conducted by SA JEROME
¥. NOLAN on April 26, 1968, at Rockford, Illinois.

CATHY SHARP, Clerk, Rockford Police Department,
advised records reflected TROY HERMAN EARLS was charged
with speeding September 20, 1962, age age 22, white, male,
with residence 1063 West State, Rockford - nothing further
reflected. -

Mrs. VIOLET NORD, Rockford Credit Bureau, advised
records reflected TROY EARLS, 4240 1lth Street, Rockford,
was placed in file July, 1959, at age 19. Employed Elco
Tool Company since November of 1958 whichwas verified
March, 1963. Wife, MARY, employed Barber-Colman Company,
and as of Marxrch, 1963, had two children., Credit excellent.

The foregoing investigation was based on informa-
tion furnished by the Omaha Division who advised that on
April 23, 1968, GREG J. KIBBLE, Chief of Police, Valley,
Nebraska, advised he works part time at the Two Rivers State
Recreation Area, south of Venice, Nebraska, and that on
April 22, 1968, the Superintendent, RICHARD WOLKOW, had
advised as follows:

On April 17, 1968, TROY EARLS, 4240 1llth Street,
Rockford, Illinois, was registered as an overnight camper;
he was driving a camper, make not recorded or recalled,
Illinois license B 282390,

After viewing TV and newspaper photographs of
him, WOLKOW concluded there was some resemblance between
EARLS and JAMES EARL RAY, aka, Fugitive, and recalled that
EARLS had inquired of him regarding gun laws in the State of
Nebraska,
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Mrs. BALDUC was contacted and verified information
given by the MILLARs., She exhibited a photo of BODKER,
Comparison of this photo with that of the subgect did not
appear to indicate any similarity.

On May 2, 1968, BODKER was contacted at the North
Side Inn, 125th and Western, Blue Island, Illinois. He
bears very little physical resemblance to subject RAY.
BODKER exhibited numerous identification to establish his
background., Handwiting samples were obtained and appear
identical to other signatures going back ten years., He
advised that on the evening of the KING murder he was at his
mother's home with numerous other guests.

BODKER is presently on parole and has served 5
years, 10 moanths of a l4-year sentence for voluntary manslaughter,
he has also served time for burglary and auto theft, His parole
records are maintained with the I[llinois State Probation Ofifice,
He advised that he returned the Hertz car to their Chicago ’
Office. _
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Re Look Alike, O'Hare Airport, Chicago, Delta Airlines, 4/9/68.

The following investigation was conducted by SA
DANIEL R, HUNTINGTON on May 1, 1968:

LOU MYERS, Field Ticket Office Manager, Délta
Airlines, O'Hare International Airport, advised that from
his records the two ticket agents working the express baggage
check in counter where seat selection formerly was located
were JOHN WINNICK and PAUL VANA, MYERS said that Delta
handles from four to five thousand passengers a day from
O'Hare and advised that the seat selection is now handled,
and was at that time handled, at each gate. However, if H,
ALVIN SHARPE is a frequent Delta Traveler, he would have
recalled that this is where seat selection had been for a
number of years,

WINNICK interviewed at length, however, he recalled
nothing of incident described. He has seen many
photographs of subject, and states he cannot recall any
person resembling subject.

PAUL VANA recently married, on honeymoon at the
Island or Aruba, off the coast of South America, and unavail-
able until May 8, 1968,

The foregoing investigation was based on informa-
tion furnished by the New Orleans Division on April 29,
1968, indicating that H, ALVIN SHARP, Educoin Company,
New Orleans, Louisiana, advised that about 2:00 p,m, he went
to the Delta Airlines Ticket Office; O'Hare Airport, and
while there, observed a man talking with one of the seat
reservation agents. SHARP thought he knew this man and
and then his attention was further drawn to him by the fact
that the passenger said he wanted to go to New Orleans but
did not want the flight via Atlanta. SHARP spoke to this
man, thinking he was his friend, apologized and then noted
that this person remained at the counter and seemed to have
a "hassle" with one of the two men at the counter, This
conversation apparently continued for thirty minutes,
SHARP did not see this person again, states he believes this
man was the subject after observing a new picture of RAY,
SHARP stated the 1968 photo of RAY does not resemble man
at airport. 161
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