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The following investigatin was conducted by
Investigative Clerk WILLIAM C. MC DONALD:

AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI:
On April 29, 1968, Missouri State Penitentiary
(MSP) file #73896, was reviewed regarding GEORGE WILLIAM
RUSSELL, incarcerated from May 5, 1958 and released
December 9, 1966, for cell assignments: '
January 14, 1960 to September 20, 1961 - C-23;
September 20, 1961 to December 12, 1962 - C-10u4;
December 12, 1962 to June 28, 1963 - E-77;
June 28, 1963 to February 4, 1964 - C-57;
- February 4, 1964 to February 11, 1364 - C-37;
February 11, 1964 to March 28, 1964 - G-17;
March 28, 1964 to November 9, 1965 - C-127

November 9, 1965 to Renz Farm and Moberly,
discharged December 9, 1966.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date

1

Mr. FREEMAN HOLT, Treasurer's Office, Missouri
State Penitentiary, advised that the ledger of JOHN HURTT,
also known as KENNETH HURTT, MSP # 75502, indicates a money
order in the amount of $15.25 was sent on January 20, 1967,
to ALBERT J. PEPPLR, Stationery Co., 712 A. Shanandoah, St.
Louis, Missouri, by HURTT.

On 4/30/68 o'Jeffer’son City, Missouri File # KC 44-760

by IC WILLIAM C. MC DONALD - LAC Date dictated?/ 30/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FB! and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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RC 44-760
fCﬁ:W&A

The following investigation was conducted by
IC WILLIAM C, HMC DONALD:
AT JEZFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI
On May 6, 19268, Missouri State Penitentiary (HSP)
records vwero chocked for information on imnates released with
Californin addresses since April 1, 1967. The following
infornmation was obtained:

PAVID DON MCFARLIN, M3P #12241, vwas retelved
June 10, 1966 and discharged Cctober 24, 1537,

Relatives listed on bis mailing list are:

Wife: JUDITH LEA NCFARLIN, 8111 Staniord Drive, Garden
Gyove, Californiga;
UYother: CURISTIIE DAVIS, Senath, Hissouri;

Stepfather: 0.L., DAVIS, same address..
MARIE and JOIN SLAUGHTER, 2333 Park Avenue, St.
Louis, His ﬂcuri.

HICKAYL P, CLARK, M3P #12155, was received at the
HSP Koy 27, 1966, fnd discharged Ly 10, 1867.

Pelatives listed in this file are:

Yother: J.L. CLEVILAND, % DOROTHY RAUCH, P.0O., Box 238,
Dunns, Toxas, or Hox 421, Cactus, Texas

Stentfather: JAUES CLIVELAXD, sane address;

Girliriend: ILIZABETH ALB;Q?D&R 1771 Fliwell, MHilipltas,
California,

' CLARK indicated that ho would be enployed in
Canlifornia by BUD RAU, 445 Laurel Avenue, Hayword, California,

JIMMIE LEE HILL, aka, MSP #12765, was received
October 12, 1566 and dzv"hargcd March 1, 1884,

Relatives listed in .this file axe:

¥ife: ELIZABETH ARY ZILL, % 72« East Compton Blvd.,
. Compton, Czlifornia;
Fathey: BILL IIid., General Pelivcry, DeWitt, Arkansas,
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




gc 44-7G0

Recoxds refleets that on March 5, 1963, HILL
wvas incarcerated in the Correctional Training Facility,
North Scledad, California, #£230€0,

GALE FRANZLIN FPISHTR, MSP #03439, was roceived
September 18, 1961 and discharged July 3, 1067.

Relatives listed in this file are:

¥other:  HARVEL FISHER, 38135th Street, Aurora, Illinois;
Bister: CAROL SMITH, 2¥2 Dench Street, Aurora, Illinois;
Sister:  SHIZLEY FORLMAN, RFD #1, Box 107, Plainficld, Illinois.

JOON RAY LESTER, nka, HSP #76041, was received
September 23, 1959 and paroled Ccicber 31, 1867. In
Califorania he was to live at 10250 Hickory, El Verarno,
California.

Belstlives and friends listed are:
lother: IUNA P, LESTER, 111 ¥apn Street, Sonoma, Californin;

Fathor: JOHHR W, LESTER, sapme address;
Brother-in-law: HIBR COHN, P.O., Box 808, Boyes Springs,

California;
Sister: lrg. HENB CODN, sane adaress;
Aunt: RGLA HIEAD, 2012 Franklin, Santa Rosa, Californiag

Broihey~in~inw: JALES BARRY, Rt. 22, Box 213, Parkville, Missouri;
Friend: LONRIE RISLER, S3Z22 A McRee, St. Louis, llissouri)

Fricand: Mrs. JOEN A, RENOE, 1222 Horris, Lincoln Park, Michigoang
Friend; lMrs. T, PINCH, 125 Taft Avenue, Hempstead, Yew York.

LAYRERCE ALRERT GRIDER, MIP2 #10214, wns received
May 5, 1363 and discharged January 12, 1968,

Relatives listed are:

vife:  ROSELTE GRIDER, % PAULING COMBS, 4676 ¥. 133rd
Street, Iawthorne, Cnlifornia.

Doughter: PBATOY EAY and RITA JUDY GRIDIR, 1015% ¥. Lane,
Springfield, iliissouri.

CHARLIS Al0S STTVART, USP #05716, was received
June 18, 1964 and discharged February 7, 19¢€8,
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Bistex:
Brother:
Sister:

Relantives are listed:

CHY.RRYI PICO, 1278 rast 126th, Los Angeles, California;
JOSEPH M., STEVART, Xerculancunm, Missouri;
NANCY STEFART, Rt. 2, Bonne Terre, Missouri.
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] 'Pmba'ti.on Form No, 2 ) o
- - Docket No. 15118 : ‘ : o Kansas City, lissouri
Judge Charles E. Wnittake: NITED STATES DISTRICT CO‘, T Aprll 26, 1955

VWESTERM DISTRICT OF MISSOURL

PRESENTENCE REPORT
NAME James Earl Ray

CITIZENSHIP United States
ADDRESS Transient
MARITAL STATUS. Single -
AGE - 27 years (Born : sidas
17. NUMBER OF DEPENDENTS lNone
SEX’ Male SUREY
. i OFFENSE  Forgery of U. S. Postal Honey Ord
RACE Thite '

I. OFFENSE:

This defendent on April 1, 1957 entered a ples of guilty to an Information in
one count which charges tnat he on or about arch 21, 1955 at Kansas City, Mis-
souri knowingly, wilfully, unlawfully, and reloniously forged a material en-
daorsement on a U. S. Post Office Depsartment loney Crder No. 7-L2,239,597. On
this same date a ccmpéenion, Walter Terry Rife, entered a plea of guilty in Docket
No. 19149 to an Information in one count charging him with the forgery on March
21, 1955 of postzl money order Ho. 7-L2,239,568. Imposition of sentence as to
defendant and his companion was deferred and this presentence investigation

was ordered.

The facts of the case are as follows: Cn March 7, 1955 the U. S. Post Office
at Kellerville, Illinois was burglarized and sixity-six blank 7. S. Postal Money
Orders, Ssrial Nos. 7-L2,239,535 to 7-L2,239,500 inclusive, and the office vali-
dating stamp were stolen. On March 8, 1955 at Alton, Illinois an unsuccessful
attemgt was made to cash one of these stolen money orders. On March 21, 1955
one of the stolen money orders, order No. 7-L2,239,597,. wvas presented to As-
kin's Clothing Company, 1206 Grend Avenue, Kensas City, Missouri, by an un-
knovm person in payment for a suit of clothes which was never picked uvp after
alterations had been made. This money order, which was in the amount of $75.00,
was made payable to Willard J. McBEride with the purchaser being shown as Ver-
non McBride. On this sane date an unknown person presented stolen money order
No. 7-42,23%,568 to the Cnafiee Office HMachine Company, 1L10 Grend Avenue, Kan-
sas City, Missouri, in payment for a used portable Remington typewriter. This
money order, too, was in the amount of $75.00 paveble to Willerd J. licBride
with the purchaser being shovsm as Vernon MHedride. The manager of this fimm,
being suspicious of this trensaction, directed an employee to follow the custemer.
The employee noted the model and meke of the automobile entered by the custonmer
and the license nuwber cf the car. Later when this money order was ascertained
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to have been stolen a description of the customer and his automobile was given
to post office inspectors who alerted the Missouri State Highway Patrol. A
highway patrolman on March 23, 1955 at Hannibal, Missouri arrested in this au--
tomobile Walter Terry Rife, Jemes Earl Ray, and a woman ccmpanion whoe has been
released. Thirty-four of the money orders stolen from the Kellerville, Illinois
Post Qffice were found hidden under the dash above the glove compartment in this
automobile. 411 of them had been stampel with the validating stemp. Some were
: maede out ready for cashing while others were not.

On March 2L, 1955 Rife executed a statement for nostal inspectors in which he
admitted he had prepared, forzed and uttered the postal money order presented
to the Chaffeec Office Supply Company in Kansas City. Fe admitted preparing
the money order which was uttered on forged endorsement at Askin's Clothing
Company, Xansas City, Missouri. He admittied that he had prepared the face of
the money orders made resdy forf cashing and which were found in the autcmobile
in which he was arrested., He adnitted cashing numsrous other money orders on
forged endorsements in the states of Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Missouri. .
He recalled unsuccessfully attempting to cash the money order at Alton, Illinois
on March §, 1955. 1In his stztement he edmits that he purchased in Quincy, Il-
linois the stolen money orders. They were sold to him by an unidentified

man for $20. On March 2L, 1955 Ray, declining to execute statement for postal
inspsctors, did verbally state that he had participated with Riie in the cash-
ing of the stolen money orders in the various states. He denied actually knou-
ing thet the monsy orders were stolen. However, he sdmittedly preswned that
they were for he had been told by Rife that they had been purchased for £20.

He admitted that it was he whe forged and uttered the money order presented at
Askin's Clothing Company in Kansas City, Missouri. He stated that he purchased
for $1 in St. louis, Missouri from a "iino" named Willard J. McBride the identi-
fication he and Rife used in uttering the money orders.

The two money orders uttered by Rife and Ray in Kanses City, Missouri and as
well the money order Rife attemplted to utter in Alton, Illinois have been re-
covered. As noted previously thirty-four of the monsy orders were recovered
in the automobile. OCn Lpril 18, 1955 when reinterviewed by postal inspectors
Rife and Ray gave particulars relating to the cashing of twenty-seven addi-
tional stolen money orders located by the Regional Accounting OCffice. The
particulars are as set out in the following table:

Date of
Last . - earliest
~ three Cashed discernible

digits by = Cashed at Second Endorser bank stamp  Amt.
538 Rife St. Louis, Mo. (Illegible) Mar. 10 $50
sh3 Ray do Douns lien's Shop Mar. 9 455
sh7 Ray Hot Springs, Ark. EssRay Art Galleries Mar. 21 &75
ShL8 Rife do Broun's Dept. Store Mar. 21 =75
550 Rife St. Petersburg, Fla. Topp's Mar. 15 &75

103
-2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



552 Rife Memphis, Tenn. Borg & McCargo Mar. 11 $25
557 Ray ‘New Orleans, lLa. Wright Tailors ? $75
558 Rife do Schneiders Mar. 21 2 75
559  -Rife ~do Todd's Sportswear Shop lar. 18 850 -
560  Rife Hot Springs, Ark. None apparents: Mar, 21 $50
561 Ray do Dinos (?) J. C. Ross Mar. 21 875
562 Rife do Lockwood's Men's Store Mar. 23 $50
S17 Rife do Pfeifers of Arkansas Ier. 21 579
578 Ray do Biles Music Coc. Mar. 21 $75
582 Rife Daytona Beach, Fla. Squires, Inc. Mar. 16 850
583 Ray do C. K. Slaughter Mar. 15 $50
585 Rife t. Petersourg, Fla. Ivan O. vhipple Mar. 16 $50
I. Zucker)
585  Ray do , Arnold's Mens Wear Mar. 1k 875
587 Ray do Dunoffs Footwear Mar. 1l $50
589 Rife do Isabelle Abrams ? $75
591 Ray Tampa, Fla. Rio Liquors Inc. - Mar, 156 £50
592 Rife do Knox (?) Bar & Mar. 18 &75
Luncheonette
593 Rife do The Hub Mar. 1L £50
595 Ray Tallahassee, Fla, Alford Bros. Inc. Mar. 12 £50
595 Ray St. Petersburg, Fla. Kings Credit Clothing Har. 1l {50
598 Ray Daytona Beach, Fla. (I1legible) Mar. 15 375
599 Rife Hot Sprinzs, Ark. Chas. Hearn(?) Mar. 21 875

-¥Both Rife and Ray s2y no money orders cashed by them in banks.

Two of the stolen money orders have not yet been recovered.
counted for as Ray has admitted cashing one of them at a luygage store in Hanssas
City, Kansas and Rife admits cashing one of them at Miami Beach,

They,

Florida.

It is pertinent to note that following the apprehension of Rife and Ray postal
inspectors obtained from the room wnlch‘they occuoled a quantity of merchandise

they had acquited by passing the stolen money ¢
¥er, several pieces of luggage, a redio, a carera, 2 wristwatch, a con-

a typewr5

rders.

siderable quantity of new wearing apparel for men, and other items.

authorized the postal inspecto¥s to~return this merchandise to the stores or in-

~ dividuals from whom it was obtained.

II. PRICR RECCRD:

Founa in their” room were

They have

Defendant's F. B. I. Fingerprint Return No. 306 LL3 A reveals the following ar-
rests and dispositions:

214 Wil

Sheriff's office, 14s Angeles, California - suspicion of
~i_ burglary. 12-30-k eqtenced to 8 months in county Jall
for burglary. Served J0 days and Teleased on provation

10-11-19 = .

. K Lt hd
% l’«"'"t {"“’;)

et s

-3 -
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ing in the rear of a cefe _when he was seen by the cafe
menager. He ran 1rom tqe scene and »as later anorenended

-~‘ ..

Chlcavo, Illinois to reslde and that™ he reoorted to_g pro-
‘bation” OfllCar in Los An?elcs, California by n,11

L-18-50 : Sheriff's office, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. - vagrancy. Dispos-
ition not shown, but defencant states he was released and
instructed to leave tow i}

7-23-51 : Alton, Iliinois Police Department - no.operator!s_license,

no stats license, no clty license. TReleased to pay later.
Defendant states he Was 11ncd %55 and required to purchase
the necessary licenses. Mt

e

5-6-52 *”/"( Chicago, Il2inois pollce - robbery. 6-13-52 sentenced to
¥ vern Qf.l Yo 2 years in Illinois Staup _Penitentiary, uollet,>

iy done
‘4“5“ Lo i ! T1iinois. Defendant reWuct“ntly admlttod to the writer that

III.

g L e
he WEE Tecaived at the Iliinois St tate

I ég -4 wa, while intoxicated he held ub 2 taxicab driver. On 7-7-52

Erison, Pontiac, Illi-
nois 1n transfer from Joliet, I1linois institution. He was
releasea oy‘mln_mun exolrat101 on 3-12-5);.

8—30-5% L’Aild’ Sheriff, Edwardsville, Illinois - burglary and 1a”cenj
Defendant stetes that he buvclurlzed cle@nlnr shop in

C g
,SAA*.,-” N| East Alton, Illinois but denies stesllnu anything. Although

-, ,,,-Jn : . . . 3
éz Cl;;iJ;“”“ no disposition has been made on this charge of burglary he
apparently is not wanted.

3-23-55 Hannibal, 1issouri police for instant offense. Released to
' federal authorities following day.

FAMILY HISTORY:

Defendant This defendant, 2ge 2?, was born

He is an only child., He resided in the parental home in nliQQ.Lntll~a"e 18
During that time, however, he frequently visited with his paternal arendo=rents
in Qulan, Illinois. Wnen about aze 18 he entersd THS Aty rollcmmf~ dlscn,rﬁe
from military service in 918 he r931aed for a short time in Quincy, I‘lln01e.

He then novggwigaChl go, lllanLﬁ #WHéTE he resided for a pcrlod “of ‘aboul six,
months before movini to Los Anucles, California. As noted in the sectjon, Prlor
Record, he was convicted of burglary and sentenced to jail in Los fngeles. When
released cn probation from that sentence he Teturned to residence in Chicago
vhere ne lived alons until he was comnitied in June.of 1952 to. Hé'Llllno*s_
 State Penitentiary. Since his releasé 1 from the Illinois State. Penitentiary in

‘March ol 195k he has been rather transient living principally in Quincy, Iliinois.

ORI PP R PR
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Iv.

VIIL.

VIII.

Father Georse Ray reportedly died of a
heart condition in 1947 at age about

9. He was an employee of the Chicago, Burlington,and Quincy Railroad and re-

portedly had no arrest record. L L

Mother ' Lucille (nee Maher) Ray died of a
: liver condition in 1919 at age 51.

- 'Other relatives Defendent refuses to identify his

, several aunts and uncles who reside
in Quincy, Illinois.

HQME AND NEIGHBORL0O0D:

When not incarcerated defendant, has lived principally in Alton and Quincy, I1li-
nois. Since his release from the Illinois State Fenitentiary in iarch 195l he
Aags been rather trensient. His last khoin residence for any perlou of time was
at the Virflnl’ kotnl in Quincy, Illinois.

BT AN S
EDUCATION:

Defendent states thet he c0ﬂplntnd the_lst through the 8th grades at St. Mary's
School in Alton, Illinois. He states that in l9f2 while residing in Chlca»o,
Tii3iviois he attended the Acgdom" of Advlis ond ootalnod the equlvalent o? a
two-year high schoo Steation, | e

S e S AT

RELIGICN:

Defendent denies any. : affjliation. Eismother was Cathelic, and his father was

Protastant. While in n111tary service he 1nfreo¢ent1v atteﬁdad Cucnollc sarv*ces.
\" ST e e ™Y W

INTERESTS AND ACTIVITIES:

None.

HEALTH:

Defendant is 5' 10;" tall, weighs 170 lbs., has a ruddy complexion, blue eyes,
and brown hair, There are no apparent marks or scars of identification. He
apparently Is in good health. He states that before becoming involved in the
instant offenss he was in the process .of petitioning for gdzlttancn to a2 Veter-

........

ans Hospitel in I1llinois for a general whfsvcal chbchuo. He dpnles a hletorg

~of °"r~°*7'0Lper then a tonswLTectoq in Chicago in 1952. He doﬂﬂeo a nistory

of venvreql dlsease or the usz of na rcotlcu. He states that he is 2 "moderate
drinker., i T -

B WS
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IX.

¢ Yx

E{PLOYMENT AND MILITARY HISTORY: .

Defergant states that ati Alton, T1linois on February 19, 1945 he enlisted in
the U. S. Army. He received his basic traininz at Cﬂno Crowder, HMissouri. He
was then transierred to Caup Kilmer, New Jersey to await transportation to the
European Lneater of Cperations. He states thzt he.left the continental limits_
of the United States for Ger rnany in July of 19L3. Cverseas he was .attached to

.-the 302na #iilitary Police Battalion. He admits thzt he wag once AMOL for a :

. period of two days which resultsd in a suspended sentence to confinement for
period o sixty days. He returned to the Unlued otates from Germany in Decen-
ber of 19'8 and was, he states, on December 23, “19L8 given & gensr rel discharge

e,

under hoiorasle conditions.

Defendant states that his last employment was with an uncle whom he refuses to
identify but who resides in Quincy, Illinois. He worked for this uncle as a
painter for a perlod of time ifl the summer of 195L. e
S~— o /

He claims that from August 1951 to May 1952 nhe was employed by the Borg Erick-
son Corporation, Chicazo, Illinois. This employment was teriinated when he was
arrested for roboery, which eventually resulted 1n a oanLtentlary sentence.

ey D gy o AR AN e 4 € TR s n e W SR T e R 1
He states that from July of 1950 to June 1951 he was employed by the Arbey
Corporatlon, Chicago, Iliinois. He was discharged frem this emnloyﬂcnt for ab-
sentseisn caused by his arrest in Alton, ILlanlS for vagrancy when visiting in

AT Tty T e e

XI.

He claims that from April 1950 to July of 1950 he was employed as a . laborer a

I

a waze of 904 per hour by the Neo Produce Company, Chicago, Illinois. He claims

to have left this employiment to accept mors lucrative employment.
- J’ - ﬂn

From July 1919 to September 199 defendant states he was employed as 2 laborer
at a wage of $51.10 per hour by the Dryden Rubber Company, Chicago, Illinois.,
He quit this job to move to California,

He purports that from May 19LlL to Dscember of 19LS he was employed at a wage
of 65¢ per hour by the InuerﬁatLonal Shoe Company, Hartford, Illinois. He in-

dlcates he was laid off by this employer in a general reduction of forces and
that he then entered the army.

RESOURCES AND LIABILITIES:
None.
SUMHEARY @

This defendant, white maley-age 27, no dependents, has enterzd a plea of zuilty
to an Information in one count which charges that he at Kansas Clty, Missouri

\__‘_‘ et

-6 -
107

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




on or about March 21, 1955 forged a stolen U, S. Postal Money Crder. This
money order was one of sixty-six such orders stolsn in a burglary of the U. S.

" Post Office, Kellerville, Tllinois on iarch 7, 1955. Defendant emphatically
denies the burglary of the gost office. He states that his companion in the
insVant offense, Walter T, Rife, whom he met at a bar in Quincy, Illinois.sug
gested that he accom m’.ulle a’ld cash the money ordérs which Rife regortedly
hod nurchagzsd from’ 2n unkiio:m person. Defendsnt states that he purchased for

} &;I 'tno 1de.1u1flcuumn he and '-hie used in uttering these stolen ord rs in var-

7\9.0Js states. . hen arres ted for the instant of-ense defendant was in possession
of thlruy four;,/o*Le‘-r ordars 1n_ch had been stolen frop~ths mv}lervﬂre—ﬂﬁllnom
Post Orfice :Ie admits the *‘ormrv and uttering of fourteen money ordsrs.} His
co‘rr:“m.on, Ri%e s #dmitted the i‘or&ery and utterimz 'r'“a’ﬁteﬂotlnf* 6 utter
eighteen of ’cne stolen money orders.”
el

Approxima b':'ly one year bzfore bncorru.nc invglved in the instant offense defendant
was releaséd ITron Serv;c?; 'of a’sentence of ons bo_two years for armed robbery
in“¥He 1llinois State Penitsiatiaryy” In August of 10514 he burcflar:.zed a clean-
I establishnznt in Bast N ‘bO“l, Tllinois. Althougli‘he admlttealy was charged
m.th burglery he apparefitli has never been before the auproprlauo court and ap-
paren’oly is not presently waanted on this charge. In 19'9 in Los Anzeles, Cali-
fornia he was conv:Lcted of burvl ary and SG"l’b"’lced to elohu "lO'ﬁnS “in the county
Jail. After sorv:mv nlnptv da"s of this sentence he was released on probatien

K

for a period of two years. P

Defendant sheiis, absolutely no remorse at this time. IHe anticipates rece1v1n~
2 suost autlal seatenca for the instant offensé.” In writer's opinion W&'fs a
orifiried erininal end a menace to society when in the free world.

W""”ﬁ" ) P v [ TR

Respectfully submitted,

. a/y]_/é{/\ 7/' INNAL ",//

Edward B. Murray
U. S. Probation Offic

EBii:lo
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Total known forged monsy orders, including
a

two uttered at Kensas City, Missouri -

$1,805.

R. H. J.
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Slossificusior Form 1-A
-Revised 1-19-54

)_c v
S

. | Fbuu <
Al

UNITED S/ATES PENITENTIARS
LEAVENWORTH, KANS.

RECE

IVED

-/.‘ < . - ﬂsd“ “
| CLASSIFICATION STUDY 18 :
U. S. PRCBATICH OFFICE
N KANSAS CITY, MO, !

Committed Name Touss Tl Reg. No. “")‘,'}{y N BITNO. Cu0 Soiiia
True Name Soc. Sec. No:
Aliases

D"L‘O CJQ'] i 1} O""].O‘-’Eso
Sentenced Offlense 3 2 Q "KZ’JZ}' Orade
Sent. Begins Sentenced :
Date Com. Judicial Dist.

Elig. Parole

Committing Judge

A e demnd
v#g\:v.al l!‘.i-‘x.‘;u

Elig. Min. EXp. Detainers
Supervision Exp. ’
Sent. Exp.
Com. Fine
Prob. to follow ’
Age g7  Datebith | |  Bithplace Aljop, Ille Race Whits
Citizenship Ualo Marital Status Singia Education Status S Gy
Selective Service Reg.: Place Quinov. T14,. ? Date Classification Sed
Military Service: : .
Entered Discharged Service Rank Type Dschg. Serial No.
(Tonorshln)
21806 12223 Avuy B, AR 8i5-3E0 RA 16183129
Taaptneas end lack of
; . dapbabilivy for militer
Faraipa gavaics from July 38, 1848 %o Dag, 21, 1948, ?“! i g 4 i ey
- [*}" R
Employment Record: bl 7
From To Employer Address Occupation Wages
Batd 1245 International Shoz Coo, Illsrbford, 11l essd bye
T  9nd9 Drydon Rubbsy Coap Chicago, Ill. Leborer 81,20
450  T=E0 lice Prodush Gosg " " " $.80 hro
750 651  Arbay Corpss " "
8s51  5=E2 Borg Exrickson Co.y ® "
Residences: Place of Residence Quiney, 111, =logals
From To Address ) With Whom
843 ew Quinsy, Iliinols, Sglfe
328 246 Aiton, I, . Parente
110
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( lassification Form 1-B

. Reviscd 1-19-54 R s
:
AT Juman Jodl —_—— ' VB458-L
Committed Name ‘ ) Reg. No.
Relatives and Interested Persons
Name Relation Age Marital Address

- . gZ rorza Ray T 3 Daoeased,

ATy R“y o l Daccasads
GNP S et T, - Y o o

Lanille Ryan Al 1 801 i, 12%h, Quinsy, I1lincidg.
L e it e S haid

Names preceded by “C” are approved correspondents, by ‘“V’ approved visitors.

Codefendants
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tha U.S, P 0063 o Rellowvi 1lz, I1linois was burglarized and sixnty-cix
blanl: UoSo Po tal konay Ordara and tho offics validetiag stomp wore stolens
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R 07\1.1.::;7; on duly 13, 1% Z to sorve one totw yeewd for wbbzeye On ¥ay 8, 1932
0 ry i

v
ko had hold up ¢ Rad T river ot gun po.xs:rc. end ook from him $11.00 bolongs
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KC 44-760
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The following investigation was ' conducted by
Investigative Clerk LEONARD L, AYRES on Apr11 26, 1968:

AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS:

CARL F, ZARTER, Administrative Assistant U. S.
Penitentiary (USP) made avallable USP file number 72498—L
pertaining to RAY, which,reflected as follows:

RAY was received at USP-L July 7, 1955, and given
Conditional Release on April 5, 1958,

USP records fail to reflect any visit for RAY at
USP during his incarceration there.

USP record reflects the following approved Y
correspondents: .

Aunt Mrs, LUCILLE RYAN
1135 South 10th
St. Louis, Missouri,
or
1913 Hickory Street
St. Louis, Missouri
Half-brother JOHN RYAN
State Penitentiary
Menard, Illinois,
Number 23401
Friend JERRY RYAN
Box 113
Lancaster, Missouri

. RAY directed Special Purpose Letters to the following:

WILLIAM E. MAHER, 1118 East 7th St., Alton, Illin01s,
The last letter being on March 24, 1958;

U. S, District Court, Kansas City, Mlssour1, May 23, 1957;

U, S, Supreme Court, Washington, D.C,,
Judge C. WHITTAKER, June 27, 1957;

‘Social Security Administration, Kansas City, Missouri
March 3, 1958,
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2 . . -

RAY, while incarcerated at USP, according to USP
files, associated with inmate J, R, KELLER, No. 72614-L (as -.
of January 23, 1957).

ZARTER advised USP records reflect that former USP
inmate J. R, KELLER, USP No, 72614-L,and the USP records
pertaining to KELLER, on February 20 1957, were transferred
to the Federal Prison Camp, Florence, Arizona.

'RAY, while incarcerated, USP, Leavenworth, is known
to have completed "a course" in Spanish,

_ The USP commissary records, pertaining to RAY as
contained in this USP file, reflect as follows:

RAY, at time of commitment to USP, Leavenworth, on"
July 7, 1955, had $159.60, On August 2, 1955, he received an
additional $3.50, however, origin of this amount not reflected
this file. Effective May 15, 1957, RAY was approved to earn
$10.00 per month meritorious earnings at USP, and this amount
was deposited in RAY's account at USP, The only additional
money reflected as being deposited in this account was $5.00
on February 3, 1958, the origin of the $5.00 not reflected
this file,
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SPECIAL PROGRESS REPORT U. S. PREGATISH OFfigE
Committed Name Reg. No. KANSAS CITy, mg,
DAk ciiber > efsterd, i RVIPTUA NP st ebid
- ITVaig W NI D TS s =y acamr = R g g
R ANTUAL REVIEW

Ray is a twonbye-oight yoax old white, sln~lo offender, serving threo years and n*no month
for Post Offics Forgery, lonoy Orderse AU initial c”ausu.«.cq’cmn, Ray was assignad to
work in the Mire Nomrimont. Howover, arproximatsly e month later oa Sepbemborl5, 1855,
ho vas reporited for not bsing depondable and lack of intorcst in his job, for which hs
w2s glven thirbty days rostriction, Ho has forleiitsd no gosd time and has ro detninersg. X

kag carncd no extra good timse. His conditional relcase date is M¥ay 20, 1958 , |

Ray Ing workod in tho Firo Deparfumong, Paint Shop, and Bakery sinco his admission olassie
fication in uuly 1655, EHe has beon on his pregsnt assigmaat in tho Emory since Harch
8, 1555, ard is rogarded as ar outstanding worker as a bouch kand assignod to night dubyo

During tho past year he has complotod Spanish; Composition, vp ng, and Culirary Sanie
tation. He ig prosantly enyolled in Apgﬂ ind English and Slemdntary Voeabularye

Ile s%atos that he corz‘espoau., fully with an Aunt, Mrs. Lucills Ryan, 703 Washingbon Sb.,
Quincy, Illinoise Ho has rot roceived any visits, :

Ray 48 a Catholio by prefereacs vao does not atteond services, nor does not dﬂsiro
religlous instructionz. Ho is indifferent towmard his religious odbligation3d.

0 K
that ho as swtn.sfled with his present assignman Ho shated that i Suprovisor vas
puatting in o reguest o pises him on maz:a torious servicos. His relcase plans vare dige
ocusged vith him, bul he S’GL“GOG a rorson could not mle plans ainetoca months aksade UTew
evor, ho did etate that when he had completsd his condl tioml releasa, ha.planned o go
to Dcnvex'g Colorado, as ba felt +thet that olimats would ts batter for his healthe Thero
eppsars to bo practically ro family coabacts 3a this caso other thaa with this ore Aunte
He apporerily lacks forosight, or is afraid of the futuro, as he absolubely rofuses to lo
fosvarde. Mo olaims that ke can do his 4 ino bettor if he doesa't think, He furiher
clairs thet ho dossn’t have any %rouble at this tims, hao all tho oconomie sscurity thats
ene needa, end anparently is onjoying his present sitvuatione.

Ray vas interviewad prior to tho prepa*a'i.io. of this 'r-ap and indicated at that tims
83 ba

Roview of his redical and peychiatric file Aiscloses that he has not been seriously
$11 gince ths last roport; ho has shewm no ovidonce of montal 4llnmeas, and has required
no sipunificant attontion frem the wmadical departmants

" RESIDENCE: Quincy, Illinois

USFO: " Springlfiold, Illinois GD:cao  Ocbober 9, 1956

COIMITTES ACTICI: Continuo Frasont Programe
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! : . N I | " WARREN E. HEZARNES
i
’ - . GOVERNOR

1 ki
.,l" .nu““‘

f‘ "'r"“,’.\ CIRCUIT AND CRIMINAL CCURTS
MISSOUR! STATE PENITENTIARY
INTERMEDIATE REFORMATORY
. MEDIUM SECURITY PRISCN
WOMEN'S PENITENTIARY

WAL TER G. SARTORIUS, CHAIRMAN
BEN B. STEWART, MEMBER
E. B. ROBINSON. MEMEER

J. RAYMOND BILLS, SECRETARY S

STATZ & i1SSOURI : o
BOARD OF PROZ..7ION AND PAROLE

S - ' Decembar 20, 1966

Board of Probatlon and Parole
Box 207

Jefferson City, Missouri . L i e amn e

"Re: RAY, James Earl
#00416~J

Gentlemen: - S : : L C

This .38 year old white male was seen fur psychiatric evaluation on
December 13, 1966. He was admitted here in March of 1960, to serve
a twaenty year sentence for armed robbery. This is his first ad-
mission to this institution. 1In 1932, he served a year and one half
in an Illinois Penal Institution for rcbbery and in 1955, he served
two. and one half- years in Leavenworth for transporting stolen goods
across the state line.

He is presently charged with an escape attempt in March of 1966 and
has recently MHeen returned after an evaluation at the Fulton State
Hospital. e has requested an independent psychiatric evaluation
following their evaluation. This examiner only recently received this -
Iequest from the Cole County Circuit Court signed by Judge RifEi:fEf“_'
,guesting such an evaluation. Howaver, the inmate expressed his desire
{ to have someone conduct an independent "psychiatric evaluation who was

not connected with the administration." We informed him that we would

| communicate his wishes to the court and possibly someone else mxcnt
be founa :

Ray ‘is an interesting and rather complicated individual. He reports
.that within the last year, he has had considerable difficulties from
a physical point of view, involving a number of somatic complaints such
as pain in the "solar plexes," tachycardia and "intracranial tension.”
;(’Eﬁ we commented that these were rather larye words, he reported that
he had been reading up in the medical literature. He then stated that
he thought at times that he had cancer or heart trouble but that he no
longer feels this way. On certain days, he has rather severe head pains
but this is only intermittent. He is now on librium and works inter-
.miftently ' on a constructiocn job. ‘ .

Ray was born in Alton, Illirois, where his father worked for the raeilroad.
th parents are now deceasc.. le nas 1woO younger sisters. He reacheu

0

f
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v:¢ secend year in high school, werked eighteen months at the International
srne Company, entered the service in 1945 ard remained there for three
years. His highest rank was that of PFC. FHe has never been married
although he has lived for brxe* ceriods of time with women. LZAis man's
nasic problem revolves around wha' appears to be an increasingly severe

dbsaegsive coempulsive trend. He srates that abt the age of ten, he awoke
or? night and thought he had lust his eye sight. He became quite fearful.
These various fears confront h:m from time to time and in a typical ob-
sessive compulsive way, he feels that he must do certain things in order
to undo what he feels is going to occur and might result in harm to him.
For instance, he describes a feeling of fear which can:be alleviated if
he takes his glasq of water which he is drinking and sets it on the table
and. moving it back and forth several times. He also describes at length
some rather marked obsessive compulsive features but is reluctant to go’ '
into them in detail. 1Indeed,he just started to discuss this with the people -
at Fulton prior to his being sent here. He appears worried and his brow
is creasad. It is evident that this iran does have an underlying cbsessive
compulsive versonality. He 1s of the opinlon that his escape attempt was

the result of undue anxiety and tension with the need to actually do some-
thing. He is fearful that this might lead irntc more serious difficulties.

At the present time, there is no evidence of delusions, hallucinaticns or
paranoid ideas. There is evidence of a rather deep underlying obsessive
compulsive personality trend which he has really never discussed at any
Length with anyone. This is not psychOtic in nature but severely neurotic.
Within the last year or so, there is evidence that he has become overly
concerned about his physical health and some of his obsessive compulsive
concerns have moved in this direstion. We would not deny the fact that
there may be some physical difficulties although he reports that this was
the primary focus of his work-up at the state hospital as well as’ here

and that very little has been found. .

At the present time, it is doubtful t1iat he is in a pqs1t10n to be con-

sidered for parole. His psychiatric condition must be evaluated by an

independent psychiatrist and according to the court, he has the right to i
have this done. Where they will find this independent psychiatrist is !
somewhat difficult to determine in this area althouqh they might order -
him to. the University and have it dcnre there. It is felt that he is in

need of psychiatric help agd that should any serious parole consideration
.be given, some type of psychiatric help should be considered, that is

he'p, which he can receive on the outside during his parole pericd. He -
is becoming increasingly concerned about himself. We question whether or
not he is beginning to be a bit depressed although he denies this. We
hesitate to go into this to any greater degree at the present time until
the court decides what action it will take in regards to assigning an
independent psychiatrist for evaluation.

Sincerely yours,

Henry V. Guhleman, Jr., M. D.
psychiatric Consultant
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o PARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

" MHISSOUNI
; ~—CHRONOLOGICAL DATA SHEET—
DATE ' NAME gAY ,James E. NO. & InsT,  W-00416 page 1
. N (LAST NAME FIRST) )

—_#Lmo—_.toawuagilant,_aechssw;m in March, 1962

—4MG-O-—- B=24
4/12/60 Cleaning plant; #2717 CC
2/28/60 K=178
3/13/61 K-118

—1 22,61 [-Attempting-to—escapo-wallsy—To-Admm—Seg.—for-6-months

__11/22/61||_E-3rd, floor, Seg. #2996 Disc. Comm.

——11/22/61{l E-224
1/31/62 || -The Board has set your case for a hearing in November, 1963.

—5/24/62 }l to State; no plans for reclassification.

— 525 /62— State—#3125€C
8/25/62 B-16
6/7/62 to Vegetable Room; reclassification June, 1963.
6/8/62 " Veg, Room #3135 CC

C—— /862 I E-66
7/23/62 Refusng to work: Yard and show pi¥v, denied 1 month; Transfer to Bakery.

—— 2362 K15
7/23/62 Bakery #3167 Disc. Comm
8/10/62 K-161
8/15/62 K168
3/8/63 K-172

9-6-63 Delivered to U.S. District Court, Jefferson City, Missouri,

10-1-63 Denied narole by the Board, . : .

<?\ ;y Ry / //,_,,,._?/é . /;//I *’// Yl "4//'/ /”:"/'”l /,‘Fﬁf’é/’tzw./f'%/},r/"‘f‘*?XMIM" ;4:}(%7/(
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PARMENT OF CORRECTIONS
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: Missoun! / |
,f'; ‘ ( ‘-—C-HRONOL.OG!CAL. DATA SHEET— (
DATE NAME RAY.. Jamﬁiuﬁiﬂna--, NO.&IN-ST. ¥=00416-1 PAGE 1
6-3-65 Rcéssign,eci to Bakery; reclassification in June, 1967,
$-17-65° TM%MWJJW
" 8-30-65 Parole Notice: The Board has set case for a heé.ring in November, 1965,
'10-2];-65 to K-Hall as Cleaner; reclassification in June, 1967,
 10-22-6% K-Cleaner; #3982-Class. Comm.
. 10-22-65 - K-2
\11-2_«55 _Parole Notice: Scheduied for rey_j,g_}r_mj_o_v_gmb_gx,_liéé_._'______;_______
{2-16-657| KetO
Z-7-4¢ WM@M‘&}#

X.v2

LAY,

%Mé ,ﬁ vy ,1:1/076 Waee . osrime .

e

F=2¥-66 | LB-&
4-12-66 To be delivered hefore the Magistrate Court, Cole County, Jefferson City,
M ssouri on April 1L, 1966 to be arraigned on escape charge,
b-1/-bl g-9
T 14 b S - Aodovicson Wice Remuins [ VAx. $i5c.
Pen nine Ouvrcomssrs IIDF T riAL - P.o-K.
8-23-66 To be delivered before Cole County Circuit Court on Sept. 6, 1966.-
9-8-66 By order of Circuit Court of Cole County this inma-te has been taken to the
s 1?‘ ¥ 3
TR t t Spit _7-“‘ =1 on, Missouri-on an Out Count.,
11-16-66 to Ins (de Construction; reclassification in June, 1967,
-17-C
Ut7-CC |
12-28-66 Parole Notice: Scheduled for review in November, 196'7. '

»

P.S. FORM NO. 341-2

126

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




~ A’

\\ ) DR
\, \ , (
; " sonazcTions ) .
- “Nm ! .- ‘ {
) —CHRONOLOGICAL DATA SHEET—
JATE NAME __ Rav, “James Earl NO. & INST. _W-001116 PAGE
H{LAST NAJ.:IS nasTn
1=12-67 To be delivered before the Circuit Court, Cole County, Jefferson City,
‘ Missouri on January 16, 1967 for Prosequendun.
[ 1207 | 2wt Sen, oo CFE S 283 - YR -
[=y8-67 | K-159” : |
2-17-67 To be deliverad hefare the CiTcuit Court, Cole. County, Jeffersen City, ..
Mis 2 y 20, 1957,
3-16-67 To be faken.before the Supreme Court on April, 26, 1967 for a hearing.
f/° 23-67 & vs!_c.ﬁs.;a.s.e/
<{}\ r.S. PORM MO, 2atT
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- DEr ARTMENT OF CORRECTIO;:} (

[L,/’S ?7/5 TRANSCRIPT OF SERIAL REGCORD

00414

Register Number 00446 __ Name _____. Jemes Earl Ray

Age 32 _ Height 5 . 11 ' ins. Weight 163 Length of Foot ____ 12 __ Inches

Hair —_ D» Brn Eyes __ Blue___ Complexion _ Medium____ Nativity __I1l.

Trade ___ Baxer Religion . ... Catholiec _ Education _10th

_ Under Same Neome 45 Mos. 1955
. Former Imprisonment Leaventhworth Fed P , Kansas, Trns stolen Property across state

Line,
Emergency Address _ MOTHER: Iucille Ryan, 1913 _Hickory St, St Iouls, Mo.
PRESENT SENTENCE
Operating a Motor Vehicle w/o the Permission of the Owner;
OffenseX3X- TC Bobbery 1st Deg. b/m_of D & D{: (2 chgs,)
L (20, 7, 5, Conc.)

CountySt.Louis City Sentence 20 Yrs. Feb. 19, 1960 _____ Term of Court February 1960
Received _3-17-19€0 Jail Time . ___27_days

Expiration Date Full Time 3-/6=_/T5D _ 3/8 Time B=04= /975

Alias - - e arm— —— —

~ True Name —_— : ‘ Race ___White
Date of Birth D.._m-._..____ Place of Birth __#2%on, Til.
City . State
ot : : : . -

Build ediun Marks, Scars, Tatoos __olear

Martial Status3ingle Probation

Escapes ' ) AWOL _____ __. _ Draft Board Number

Military Service __ AFMY . _ Service Serial Number 16163129

o . |
Type Military Discharge —_ 0°R€T8&L ' gocial Security Number __Unknown |
Remarks: .
128
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~CHRONOLIGICAL DATA SHEET —

. DATE NAME  RAY, Jarmes E. NO. o INST. W-00ul5 pacE 1
tLAST NAME FIR3T)

4-11-60 To Cleaning Plant; reclassification in March, 1962,

4-12-60 B-24 '

4-12-60 Cleaning Plant; #2717-CC

7-28-60 K-178

3-13-61 K-118

-11-22-61 Attempting to escape walls; To Admn. Segr. for 6 months..

11-22-61 E=3rd floor, Segr. #3996-Disc. Comm.

.11-22-61 E-224

1-31-62 The Board has sat your case for a hearing in November, 1963,

§-24-62 To State; no plans for reclassification. ,

5-25-62 State; #3125-CC

§5-25-62 B-16

6-7-62 To Vegetable Room; vreclassification June, 1963.

6~8-62 Veg. Room; #3135=CC

6-8-62 E-66

7-23-62 Refusing to work; Y4drd and show privileges denied 1 month.
Transfer to Bakery. -

7-23-62 K-15

7-23-62 Bakery; #3167-Disc. Comm.

8§-10-62 K-161

8-15-62 K-168

3-8-63 K-172 .

9-6-63 Delivered to U.S. District Court, Jefferson City, Missouri.

10-1-63 Denied parole by the Board,

" 1l-2-64 Wants job change. 0.X. wvhen replacement is found. SJL.

12-22-64 Wants Moberly; Placed in file. WN.

6-3-65 Reassigned to Bekery; reclassification in June, 1967.

6-17-65 Trying to smuggle contraband into hospital. 3 days in P.S.;

6 days loss. A

8-30-65 Parole Notice: The Board has set case for a hearing in
November, 1965, : ‘

10-8-65 PRE-PAROLE PROGRESS REPORT SJL:nh
Social Data: The subject states he is in fairly good health.
Institutional Adjustment: He was received March 17, 1960. He
is assigned to the Bakery where he has received good to excell-
ent ratings on his work and training reports. He received only
one conduct violation in the last 3 years. In 1961 he did
attempt to escape.

Family Relations: His brother, Jerry, corresponds regularly
and visits occasionally. He sometimes hears from his brother,
John.
POST REZLEASE PLANS

He prefers to live with his brother, Jerry Ray, Box 22, Wheeling
Illinois. Another home possibility would be with his brcther,

- John Ray, in St. Louis, Missouri. He would accept almost any
type of employment. He claims threse years experience in bakeries

+2, No. 1110 - ——
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—CHRONOLIGICAL DATA SHEET —

nave RAY, James E. NO. a INsT, W-00416 pAGE 2

P.S. No. 1119

LLAST NAME FIAST)

and kitchens.

SUMMARY N
This is a 37 year old single white man from St. Louis, serving
20, and 5 years concurrently for operating a motor vehicle
without the permission of the owner, and robbery first degree
by means of a dangerous and deadly weapon (2 charges). He
has now completed about 5 1/2 years of his sentence on this
third incarceration. Institutionally he has done well enough
to merit consideration for parole. He denies use of narcotics
and claims to be a light drinker. His record of arrests dates
over a 16 year period. He seems to be pretty well established
in this type of anti-social behavior. He will probably continue
to make a fair institutional adjustment. Prognosis for making
a successful adjustment in society is considered marginal at
best. He may be able to serve a short parole without too much
difficulty.

CHNIN N

Associate Warden-Treatment

130 -
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KC uu4-760
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
RICHARD T. WINTERMAN:

On April 19, 1968, DOROTHY.SHANDORF, United States
Marshal's Office, Kansas Clty, Missouri, adv1sed that records
of that office reflect on Marcy 28, 1955, JAMES EARL RAY,
Marshal's #12018, FBI #306u4u43-A; and WALTER T. RIFE, Marshal's
#12109, FBI #u4558766, were fingerprinted on a charge of for-
gery. Miss SHANDORF stated there was no further information
concerning this matter in records of the U. S, Marshal's Offlce.

On April 19, 1968, ELMER E. ROGERS, Assistant Business
Representative; and KATHRYN CARLSTON, Secretary, American
Bakery and Confectionery Workers Union Local 218, AFL-CIO, 19
West Linwood Boulevard, Kansas City, Missouri, advised that
most 'of the bakers and apprentice bakers employed in the
greater Kansas City area are employed through that office.
They reviewed records of all persons who were employed through
that local or who applied for work through that local during
1967 and 1968, and were unable to find any such person who
might be identical with JAMES EARL RAY or WALTER TERRY RIFE
on the basis of names and known-aliases and physical descrip-
tions. Both were shown a photograph of RAY and stated they
could not identify this individual as anyone with whom they
had had contact. They stated they would be alert to the appear-
ance at that office of anyone who might be identical with RAY
or RIFE and would immediately contact the Kansas City FBI Office.

They further stated that there is also a union known as
the Bakery and Confectionery Workers Union Local 218, not affiliated
with the AFL-CIO, located in the VFW Building, 34th and Broadway,
seventh floor, Kansas City, Missouri. The latter union handles
mostly miscellaneous bakery workers other than bakers and appren-
tice bakers. .
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KC 44-760
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
DONALD A, FLYNN:

AT EKANSAS CITY, MISSOURI:

On April 19, 1968, Miss FLORENCE BONNER, Recording
Secretary to CARL J, LE VAN, Bartenders Local Union #420,
216-A VWest 12th Street, provided records which failed to
reflect any information identical with JAMES EARL RAY or any of
his known aliases,

On the same date, Mr, B, M, FITZGERALD, Financial
Secretary -~ Treasurer, and Business Agent of Miscellaneous
Hotel Employees Union Local 655, AFL - CIO, 216-A West 12th
Street, provided his files which also failed to reflect any
information identical with JAMES EARL RAY or any of his
known aliases,
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA RAY HOMESLEY:

Detective KENNETH VILANDER and Captain WAYNE
MILLER, Police Department, Raytown, Missouri, were advised
that subject mentioned Raytown, Missouri, to a fellow
inmate prior to 1966. VILANDER and MILLER advised Wanted
Flyers and Identification Orders concerning RAY have been
received and the men in the Police Department will be
alerted for any information that RAY was ever in Raytown,
Missouri, or had any associates here.
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA RAY HOMESLEY on May 2, 1968:

AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

LEE CHAPMAN, Clerk, Kansas City, Missouri, Police
Department, furnished the arrest record of DENNIS WADE
FONTENNOT, Kansas City,) Missouri, Police Department, #98630,
which reveals he was arrested on October 14, 1961, for
safekeeping and released. On October 30,1961, FONTENNOT
was arrested for burglary and stealing a box of tools.

On February 23, 1962, he was sentenced to two years in
Missouri State Prison, (MSP). Records show he was released
from MSP on May 2, 1963, and on May 3, 1963, was arrested
for being drunk in Kansas City, Missouri. He was fined
$10.00 on May 4, 1963, and released.

FONTENNOT is described as follows:

Race White

Sex Male

Height ' 5'4 1/2" - 5'6"
Weight 140-145 pounds

Eyes Brown

Hair Black

Date of Birth \

Place of Birth New Orleans, Louisiana
FBI Number 860u898B ,
Occupation Laborer, (unemployed)
Residence Helping Hand, 523 Grand,

Kansas City, Missouri,
(October, 1961)(floater)
Relatives None listed.

CARMELA ABATO, Clerk, Credit Bureau of Kansas City,
Migsouri, advised on May 2, 1968, that no record could be

located concerning DENNIS WADE FONTENNOT, alias JAMES DENNIS
WADE . :

135

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




KC 44-760
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1
The following investigation was conducted by
SA THOMAS J. CONNCLLY on May 3, 1968:

AT EANSAS CITY, MISSOURI:

Mr. RAY E. ENWRIGHT, Chlef of Security, Bendix
Corporation, 2200 Bannister Road, Kansas City, Missouri,
advised that his files indicate that LARRY C. SIMPSON,

14505 East 37th, Independence, Missouri, was hired by

Bendix on March 13, 1963, and has lived at the above

address since January 9, 1964. The records further indicate
that SIMPSON received his ACQ clearance May 31, 1963, and

is presently employed as an apprentice tool-room machinist.
ENWRIGHT stated that the payroll records for Bendix indicate
that SIMPSON worked all day each day for the week April 1
through April §, 1968, from 7:00 AM to 3:30 PM., ENWRIGHT
advised that due to the security precautions at Bendix,
Simpson would have to clock himself in and out.

ENWRIGHT displayed a photograph of LARRY C. -
SIMPSON taken for the security badges at Bendix and he bore
no resemblance to the photographs of JAMES EARL RAY.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
RAY HOMESLEY:

Sergeant R. N. STANSBURY, Jackson County Sheriff's
Office, Kansas City, Missouri, advised an inmate 'by.the name
of GLEN BUCKLEY indicated he served time with RAY at Missouri
State Prison and can help locate RAY,
r ]

GLEN JEFFERSON BUCKLEY, inmate, Jackson County
Sheriff's Office, Kansas City, Missouri, advised on May 3,
1968, that he served in the Missouri State Prison from the
first part of 1965 until October, 1967, on a& bad check charge
from Liberty, Missouri, but he believes he is to be released
on @ bench parole by Judge BRADY. BUCKLEY said if the FBI
could get him released early he believes he could locate
JIMMY RAY.

BUCKLEY said LARRY RAY was the "tender" of C Hall
at MSP where both he (BUCKLEY) and JIMMY RAY were assigned
for a while. BUCKLEY said he got to know LARRY and JIMMY pretty
well and traded radios, watches and miscellaneous items with
LARRY. He said he believes LARRY was serving time on a burglary
or larceny charge at Springfield, Missouri, and had a detainer
filed against him at Topeka, Kansss. He said LARRY RAY was
relessed from MSP about August, 1967, and he believes is in
Topeka, Kansas. BUCKLEY said both LARRY and JIMMY RAY hated
Negroes and spoke of the KKK as being & good organization.
He said JIMMY RAY also talked about Jackson, Mississippi, and
he believes RAY had spent some time in Jackson, Mississippi.

» BUCKLEY stated JIMMY RAY wss in the hospital at
the time he escaped. He said RAY went out on a trash barrel
on the back of & truck. He said this was a Sunday as that
is the day the back gstes are not locked to allow the trssh
truck to get out. BUCKLEY said he learned this information
from (FNU) OAR or ORR (phonetic) who wss on the trash detail.
BUCKLEY also named inmates HOWARD NUNN (phonetic) and EDWARD
MC CLELLAN (phonetic) as being assigned to C Hall at the

same time as was LARRY and JIMMY RAY.
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BUCKLEY said he believes, if he was out, he could
go to Topeka, Kansas and through another individual find LARRY
RAY, whom he believes would know JIMMY RAY's whereabouts.

BUCKLEY is described as follows:

Name GLEN JEFFERSON BUCKLEY
Race ’ White

Sex

Date of Birth )

Place of Birth Oklshoma

Height 5' 10 1/2"

Weight 177 pounds

Hair ‘ Black

Eyes Brown

Wife BOBBIE N. BUCKLEY,

725 South Cottage,
Independence, Missouri

» BUCKLEY stated he did not want his name given out
to anyone as the person furnishing this information.

Sergeant STANBURY advised on May 5, 1968, that
BUCKLEY was being released on Monday, May 6, 1968. He said
BUCKLEY left a note at the jail indicating he was very sure
RAY is in Mississippi. Also, BUCKLEY said he knows just about
the place and is sure he can find RAY. STANBURY said BUCKLEY's
telephone number after he gets out will be CL 2-3079.
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA W. YATES WEBB on April 19, 1968:

AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

Mrs. MARGARET A. HAYES, Night Clerk, Blackstone
Hotel, 1817 Cherry, Kansas City, Mlssourl, advised that
she has been employed in thls position since May 2, 1967.
She was shown photograph ©f JAMES EARL RAY and stated that
this photograph was not familiar to her and she does not
recall ever seeing this individual in the hotel. Mrs. HAYES
stated she is positive that this person has not been a
registered guest in the hotel since she has been there.

Mrs. HAYES made available the registration cards -
for the period April 24, 1967 to present date. These cards
were reviewed and there was no record of anyone being

registered there under the name of JAMES EARL RAY or any of
his known aliases.

: Miss GLADYS HANSON, Day Clerk, advised she has been
employed there since 1965 and does not recall JAMES EARL RAY
being registered there as a guest during the time of her
employment. She looked at the photograph of RAY and said

that she does not recall seeing this person in the hotel.

She stated that the hotel changed hands on September 10, 1965,
and that they have no registration cards for the periods

prior to that date. She said that the hotel is now owned

by Mr. WILLIAM HEMMELSTEIN and Associates and Mr. HEMMELSTEIN's
telephone number is EM 1-1278. She explained Mr. HEMMELSTEIN
did not stay at the hotel and knew nothing of the guests in the
hotel. He only visits the hotel occasionally to check receipts
and the books.

The following persons who have been guests at the
hotel for a period of time were contacted and shown photograph
of RAY with negative results.

Mrs. ELVA WILSON, Room 400, resident since 1946
PATRICK HADLEY, Room 212, resident for 10 years

HARRY HILL, Room 300, resident since-1958
ATTILIO POLLI, Room 322, resident for 5 years
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The following investigation was conducted at
Leavenworth, Kansas, by IC LEONARD L. AYRES:

On February 8, 1968, Mr. GEORGE E. SEUFERT,
Records Control Supervisor, U.S. Penitentiary (USP),
Leavenworth, Kansas, advised that the file concerning
WALTER TERRY RIFE, had been sent to the GSA Federal
Records Center, Kansas City, Missouri.

The following ihvestigation was conducted at
Kansas City, Missouri, by IC WILLIAM F. ROHR:

On February 20, 1968, Mr. WILLIAM CABY, Reference
Supervisor, GSA Federal Records Center, Kansas City, Missouri,
made available USP, Leavenworth, Kansas, file #72u497-L
concerning WALTER TERRY RIFE, which contained the following
information: :

RIFE described white male, date of birth
69 1/2", 161 pounds, brown hair, blue-gray eyes,
FBI #u558766.

RIFE was sentenced in the Western District of
Missouri, Kansas City, Missouri, on July 1, 1955, to a
period of three years for violation of the Post Office laws,
forging money orders, and was committed to the USP, Leavenworth,
Kansas, on July 7, 1955.

RIFE received a conditional release on September 27,
1957, at which time he was taken into custody on a detainer
lodged by the State Parole O0ffice, Springfield, Illinois,
charging parole violation. RIFE was then sent to the Illinois
Penitentiary at Menard, Illinois, #22674, and was scheduled to
be released from this institution approximately July 23, 1960.

During period of incarceration, the following
individuals were on RIFE's correspondents list:

Mother ROSIE S. RITE,
Age 68, 400 College Avenue,
Quinecy, Illinois

Sister Mrs. VIOLA MAYFIELD,

: 2716 Cherry Street,

Quincy, Illinois

Sister Mrs. MONAN LEE CRAWFORD,
813 North Main Street,
Harrisburg, Illinois
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Miece Mics DAFRLENE CRAWFORD,
332 East Locust Street,
Harristurg, Illinois
Brother FLOYD RITFE,
‘ 273 Indian Hills,
Quiney, Illinois
Friend KATIHERINE DORIS BUSXIRK,
321 South 7th,
, Quincy, Illinois
It was noted that the friend, KATHERINE DORIS
BUSKIRK, was the conly frequant ecorreszspondant of RIFE
while confined at the USP, Leavenworth, Kansas, and it
was also noted that PITE planned to marry BUSKIRX upon
his release from the penitentiary.

RIFL had no release plans insofar as work eor
residence upon his relsasa from the USP, Leavenworth,
since he knew that a detainer had been filed for Parole
Violation from the State of Illinois. '

Ho other pertinent information contained in
file.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
JAMES ALLEN BENBROOK:

Mr, WILLIAM R. RUDDELL, Postal Inspector, Kansas
City, Missouri, related that WILLIAM KENNETH KNIGHT is
not known to him as a fence, that it is his belief that
JAMES EARL RAY and his partner, WALTER TERRY RIFE, when
apprehended in 1955 were’ passing postal money orders and
not fencing them, and also that RAY and RIFE were probably
those persons who actually burglarized the post office in
Illinois from where the postal money orders were obtained
although they stated they had purchased these money orders
from an unknown individual.

. Mr. RUDDELL said he knew 6f no fence handling money
orders in 1955 in the Kansas City area who RAY or RIFE may
have contacted.
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The following investigation was conducted by
IC WILLIAM C, MC DONALD at Jefferson City, Missouri:

On April 19, 1968, Missouri Motor Vehicle Department,

Driver's License Section records were checked for operator's
license issued in the name of JAMES EARL RAY and known aliases,

There is no record on file’that appears to be identical with
RAY.
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The follow1ng investigation was conducted by SA
RAY HOMESLEY: -

At Kansas City, Missouri:

Kansas City, Missouri City Directory and Telephone
Directory reveals no listing for Robby's Bar, 1964 to present,
and there is no Taylor Street in Kansas City, Missouri. A City
Directory for Kansas Clty, Kansas reveals a Taylor Avenue,
but the numbers begin with the 1200 block and there are no
bars listed on the street.

JOHN HAMMER, Liquor Control Board, 414 East 12th
Street, Kansas City, advised on April 26, 1968, that he had
reviewed his files on individuals of the last name COLE, but
did not locate anyone, having worked for Robby's Bar, or a
bar with a similar name sounding like Robby's.

HAMMER advised one MARY L. PORTER applied for
clearance on March 27, 1964, for work as a waitress. She was
born and resided at 4835 Brooklyn, Kansas
City, Missouri in 1964. HAMMER stated he does not have any
current information regarding PORTER and that his file is in
storage.

1967 Polk Directory for Independence, Missouri, shows
MARY L. PORTER, waitress, Mark Go, Kansas City, Missouri and
residing at 2332 Scott Avenue, Independence, Missouri. Kansas
City, Missouri directory shows MARY L. PORTER, waitress at
Mark-Ninety Drive-In, residing Independence, Missouri. The
Mark Ninety Drive-In is located at 8950 Wornall Drive, tele-
phone number EM 1-3902.

Contact of this drive-in revealed PORTER works
evenings, coming in at about 4:30 PM.

MARY L. PORTER was contacted April 26, 1968, at
Mark Ninety-Drive-In, and she stated she has never been married,

and has no information regarding a MARY PORTER formerly
married to ROBERT DALE PORTER.
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CLARA LE VAN, Office Manager, Waitress Union
Locat 503, 216A West 12th Street, Kansas City, Missouri,
advised on April 26, 1968, she has no record of a MARY
PORTER currently working as a waitress. One MARY LOUISE
PORTER, 5025 Michigan, Kansas City, Missouri, worked at the
Wishbone and La Louisiana Restaurants in 1965, but has not
paid dues since that time and therefore is not an active
member.

.

HELEN DONLEY, Credit Bureau of Greater Kansas
City, 1110 Grand, advised on April 26, 1968, that records
reveal a credit report dated September 24, 1965, for ROBERT
DALE PORTER and wife, MARY PORTER, 3819 Wyandotte, Kansas
City, Missouri, which reveals MARY PORTER has been employed
for four or five months at the Town Topic Sandwich shops, 6648
South Benton, owner,,CLAUDE J. SPARKS, telephone number GR 1-
5018. The record shows he is age 37 and in the U.S. Army
for approximately 10 years, stationed at Amarillo, Texas.
No credit established. The record shows a divorce was filed
in Kansas City on May 17, 1966.

Circuit Court records, Jackson County Courthouse,
Kansas City, Missouri, reveal under number 678415, that MARY -
MARTHA PORTER, 3315 Baltimore, Kansas City, Missouri, filed
a petition for divorce May 16, 1966. She was represented by
Attorney CHRIS KAHMANN, 432A Altman Bulding and the petition
shows MARY MARTHA PORTER and ROBERT DALE PORTER of the Missouri
State Penitentiary (MSP), were married February 27, 1964, at
Maysville, Missouri. That ROBERT PORTER has wholly disregarded
his duties as a husband, being convicted of a felony at
Cameron, Missouri in March 1964, and being sentenced to a
seven year sentence at MSP. Also MARY MARTHA PORTER learned
after marriage that PORTER had been convicted on seven or eight
occasions in various states. A degree of default was granted
to MARY MARTHA PORTER on June 21, 1966,

LEE CHAPMAN, Clerk, Kansas City, Missouri Police
Department, furnished an arrest record regarding ROBERT DALE
PORTER, number 102954, FBI No. 590 482, which shows he was
arrested Kansas City, Missouri on September 3, 1963, on
investigation of armed robbery and was released to the Clinton
County Sheriff's Office, Missouri. Police Department records
show PORTER has an arrest record dating back to 13%u46. No
record was located for MARY MARTHA PORTER.
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A check on April 26, 1968, of the address at 3819
Wyandotte, Kansas City, Missouri, reveals that this address
is now a parking lot.

The 1967 Polks Directory lists MARY M. PORTER
at telephone number LO 1-6749, and one JOHN F. COATES, JE 1l-
3719. A telephone call was made to each of the numbers and
it was determined the numbers are no longer listed to this
individual.

A check was made on April 26, 1968, of the address
608 East 9th Street, Kansas City, Missouri, and itwas determined

that the Emery Hotel has been demolished and a new building
housing the Langley Optical Company is at that address.
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