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Investigation by SA RCBBHT BLUM RASCON nt Winchester, 
Illinois, revealed on 4-15-03 that both liconso plates, 
CG 6003, are on 1032 white Chevrolet Bel-Airg hardtop* Such 
is in accordance with records pi SuV at Springfield chocked 
4-14-S3. Car duly registered to CLOBB BRAO, Winchostor, 
Illinois*.

Mrs. CHARS interviewed* She advised hor husband 
recently passed away and that only sho and her husband over 
used the auto* Sho further advised that, the car definitely 
has not been to Chicago'had that the plates have not‘been 
removed or used on any Other auto*

Ho further investigation being conducted in view of 
discrepancy in description M auto seen in Chicago and that 
of KUSS*6 auto* .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

M« JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE
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Information was received from the Jackson 
Division, on April 19, 1968, that Pascagoula, 
Mississippi Police Department stopped an individual driving a white 
Corvair bearing 1968 Illinois license DG 3109. The driver 
identified himself as JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE. MONTAGNE 
was accompanied by another white male whose identity was not 
determined. MONTAGNE indicated he was a musician and 
the other person indicated he was a seaman and they were 
both heading for New Orleans.

The officer who stopped the above individuals said 
that MONTAGNE resembled the photo of GALT and that after hearing 
a description of JAMES EARL RAY having a scar in the middle of 
his forehead he believed that MONTAGNE might be RAY as he 
recalled MONTAGNE having such a scar. No further description 
was available on MONTAGNE or the other person.

Auto Registration Section records, Springfield, 
Illinois, revealed 1968 Illinois license DG 3109 is registered 
to RAYMOND HILLBURN, 6039 North Ridge, Chicago, Illinois for 
a 1956 Dodge, Four door, VIN 32233139. Auto registration 
and drivers license checks re MONTAGNE negative.

Drivers License Section records re HILLBURN 
describe him as;

Name RAYMOND MITCHEL HILLBURN
Address 1254 Leland, ,
Chicago, Illinois 
DOB • • ‘ • ' ' ’
Height 4 5’-10"
Weight \160 pounds
Hair Brown
Eyes Blue
Drivers license # H41673340187

i Suspended since 3/10/68 •
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N. PAUL STANLEY BOOTHBY
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Re: P^UL £TAlKy BCOTEBY 
Suspect 
Cliuton, Xllir.ois ' ' ' .

’ On 4/10/83, Sheriff CM1E3 BARRETT, Devitt County
Sheriff's Office, Clinton, Illinois, advisud FBI, Spring" 
field, Illinois, that he had in custody one PM STAHLEY 
E00I3Y who had been arrested by the Ucjitt County Sheriff’s 
Cffi.ce authorities at Clintonj Illinois. Subject had been 
riding a freight train iron Springfield, Illinois to Clinton, 
Illinois, Illegally and was arrested.on local charges. fAn^tr 

■ advised that.subject resembled *^^23 EARL RAY, also kaova as
SRIC STARVO GALT. .

Subject PAU-UsT^BT ECOTLBY T?as fingerprinted Uy 
DeUitt County Sheriff’s pffice and vaa interviewed by FBI • 
Agents in Clinton, Illinois, at IteVitt County Jail.

During interview, ^ibjact advised that he was in Hen- 
phis/ Tennessee, on 4/3/C3 through 4/12/83. Ee stated that ho 
had left Chicago, Illinois on the 7th of April by freight train 
en route, to Memphis to soil a pint of his blood for $15.00. 
Subject advised that ho had'traveled throughout the United 
States by hopping freight trains and he had so done this for 

. tho past two years and and had- wksd.in may states doing 
odd jobs. Subject advised that he was in Chicago on 4/4/83 
whore ha worked for Help Unlimited Corporation. Subject ad­
vised that while he was in Meaphis, Tennessee, ho resided at 

. tho Hission at London and -End street. Subject advised that - 
ho had no information re the death of MARTIE LUTHER KIES, JR. , 
nor did ho know of anyone who might have participated in the 
fining. -—'—;’
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Sho folloving  .description of the subject was obtained 
. through observation and interview: ’

Kin:

IM

paul mina bookiby

Subject’s parants ware contacted telophonically and 
they advised that th© description of LCORSY ws identical 
vith that ofthoir son and stated that ho had left hoaa about 
-Wo years ago following soao family problem. * '
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O. UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA J. CARNAHAN
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On April 29, 1968, Motor Vehicle Bureau, Springfield, 
Illinois, advised 1968 Illinois license B291617 was issued to 
JAMES J. MC GOVERN, 10023 West Devon, Rosemont, Illinois 
for 1966 Chevrolet Fleetside Panel Truck, VIN C2546F163402 
Drivers license listed as M216 450 3056, Social Security 
number p

1967 Illinois license B291617 issued to GEORGE WARD, 
Route 2, D Street, Murphysboro, Illinois, for a 1956 Ford pickup 
truck, VIN F10V6G25421, drivers license listed as W15662349765258. 
This license originally issued for 1954 Ford Pickup in which 
driver’s license listed as W156623497652585. These 
are not Illinois drivers license.

Drivers license section, Springfield, advised 
drivers license number M216 4502 3056 issued February 14, 
1968, to JAMES J. MC GOVERN. This chauffeurs license expires 
March 7, 1969 and described him as 5* 10", 190 pounds, 
brown hair, blue eyes, DOB I | application reflects
he is self employed and dba J. J. Me Govern Motor Service, 
Rosemont, Illinois.

Drivers license number W632 3TWL13 5234 issued 
December 8, 1967 to GEORGE L. WARD, 103 Third Street, 
Murphysboro, Illinois, and license expires December 8, 1968 
and describes him as 5* 11**, 190 pounds, brown hair, hazel 
eyes, DOB

- I9? "
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P‘ JAMES E, BODKER
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Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued 
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E. BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton, 
Illinois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes him 
as male, born p 10", 175 pounds,
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer. 
Records reflect license, was suspended December 12, 1967 for . 
an accident. It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three 
moving violations but is presently clear and valid.
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Q. WILLIE A. MARSHALL
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. On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Parts
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc., 
International Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor, 
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street, 
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been 
a WILLIAM A. MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL 
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois. 
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in 
the Bloomington, Illinois area. THOMPSON further advised that 
the closest representative for the International Harvester 
Company is L. C. BARNETT, District Manager, International 
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois. 
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department, 
Bloomington, Illinois; Me Lean County Sheriff’s Office, 
Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone 
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLIAM A. MARSHALL 
or similarity.

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L.’ C. BARNETT, 
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island 
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the 
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes 
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name 
WILLIAM A. MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being 
a franiise dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised 
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district 
to the State of California. BARNETT stated that any further 
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H 
Home Offices, 401 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.
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VIII.’ MISCELLANEOUS
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A‘ ROBERT HOOD STRADER
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On this date Hrs. ROBERT STRADA of Lexington, .
Illinois, telephone 309 3S5-3143, telephonically contacted the 
office concerning this natter.. Hrs. SniWSl, who sounded 
considerably upset emotionallx, advised she expected her 
husband to return home from Detroit sometime late this afternoon 
and canted to know whether or not we could assure that his 
identity would be protected in regard to any information ■. 
provided to us conceiving the ED2UCIIJ case. Mrs. STRADER also 
asked what kind of protectio^we could give to her husband 
who felt his life was in danger.

Hrs. STRADER was advised that any information 
furnished to this Bureau in confidence would certainly be 
protected but that we Were in no position to physically guard 
her husband and if he felt his life was in danger this was 
a natter he should take up with local authorities, however, 
we were desirous of interviewing him concerning any valuable 
information he might have in regard to this case and would do 
so at his convenience upon his arrival. Urs. STRADER advised 
she would have her husband contact the office upon his arrival 
at Lexington, Illinois. >She was also furnished the name of the 
SRA at Bloomington and of«the whereabouts of our office there.

• . ■ ■ ' ’ ’ • . - ■ • '
Mrs. STRADER stated she and her husband were passing 

through Memphis at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was slain. Her 
hsband allegedly overheard a conversation among five Individuals 
one of whom he claims resembles the published photograph of RAY, 
the subject, in this case, ip which they talked about the killing, 

.. Subsequently, last Sunday night their car was broken into and 
on 1'onday he claims he was followed from Lexington to Detroit 
by a tan Chevrolet, the registration number of which he was 
unable to obtain. This car contained two individuals whom

-- •. ..; -1«4
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ked-^ "ot recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot 
^hin but did not hit him because he ’’hit the ground”. He 
row fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety because 
he has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KIND.

Mrs. STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband’s 
return she should contact this office and we would set up a 
mutually agreeable time and place during* which we could interview 
her husband concerning this matter.

- 197 - .
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I !«ET CARMICHAEL STRADER, wife Of RC33ST HOOD STRADER,
/ was contacted at ths residence of her father, E. P. CAD3ICHA3L, 
/ Route #1, Lexington, Illinois, on 4/30/63. Mrs; STRADER adviced 
/ she and her husband were at the CARMICHAEL residence the weelrond 
I of 4/20-22/68. She advised that on the night of 4/21/63 oi' . 

? early morning of 4/22/68 her husband .was awakened by the dogs 
barking outside the farm residence Which is located up a ferm ian^ 
one-half nile from the main rural road. She advised her hisjiu-d 
and. hoi* father, E. P. CARMICHAEL, upon caking a search of th? 
outside area, found that the SHlW’s 1967 Oldsmobile Belta. "S", 
cream colored izith black vinyl top, had bean broken into. !'m. 
STRADER advised nothing was missing from the car and no eno was 
located or seen in tho area. Mrs. STRADER advised her husband 
.loft alone from the CARMICHAEL residence on the morning of .4/22/38 
en route Detroit, Michigan. ,f ” “ • • **

• • Urs. STRADER advised, t^at in a short period of time., . 
STRADER returned to tho C/^ICHAEL residence. Upon his return,
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STEALS?, stated he had found a note in the recessed area of t^ ;
■ spostote? of his car. CM. STRADER .pointed-out that’the s-‘<».. . .
has been brohen; therefore, her husband Vas hot normally attrrctrd ‘ 
to the speedometer). She related this note was made up of words c-a 
from newspapers and pasted on t^o back of a pccket calender (unable •
to describe'the calendar). Hrs. -STRADER said the note road in * ;
substance, “If you go to the police or the FBI you will be killed." 
Krs. SWSS advised-her husband, after returning with the note, 
proceeded en route Detroit, Michigan, and after a short period of 
tine had elpsed, ho telephoaically contacted her, stating he was at 
the Holiday Inn, Bloomington, Illinois. Mrs. STRADER stated her busbar, 
informed her that upon reaching tho road one mile north of the 
CARMICHAEL residence, and Route ’63^ 'he saw a 1966 or 1967 Chevrolet, 
tan in color, no license information, with two nan in the car, parked 
along the road. Hrs. STMD23 stated her husband told her that this 
car followed him on route Bloomington. However, they did not turn 
into the Holiday. Inn whoa ho dick Mrs. STRADER advised her busband 
then told her he was proceeding on to Detroit, Michigan,

' Hrs. STBADB advised upon discussing above with her parents, 
her mother, Hrs. B. P. CARMICHAEL, stated she had noticed a late 
model, tan car, making several trips on the main rural road near 
the CAKIICBAEL residence on the early morning of 4/22/63.

Mrs. STRADER advised that on the night of 4/22/63 her 
husband telophonically contacted her, but he would not disclcso his 
location as he stated he was afraid to mention his location over the 
phone. She related her husband told her that he stopped at a rest 
stop area after leaving Indianapolis, Indiana’. " Upon leaving his car . 
and walking the direction^of'the men's restroom, he saw a tan 
automobile occupied by two aM driving very slow. He stated at this* 
time the rider in this automobile fired^a shot at him. STRADER told 
his wife the shot just missed fits ear and ho, STRADER, hit the 
ground where ho laid as if he ha^ been hit. SI2AD2K stated that the 
tan car disappeared and he has not seen it since.

Mrs. STRADER stated her husband believesthis action was 
due to his being in the men*s re’streem at the Gulf Truck Stop, 

• . Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/27/63, w^ere he allegedly overheard five men 
planning to kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Mrs. STRADER stated her 
husband told her that one of the men in the restroom was RAY, whom . 
h© recognized after RAY’S photograph was published. She stated he 
further informed her that he would be able to recognize the other men 
he saw in the restroom. Mrs. STRADER advised she recalls being at the 
Gulf Truck Stop at Lebanon, Tennessee,'on 3/29/68. She stated upon 
their leaving the truck stop, her husband did not mention to her anything 
of hearing of the plan to kill KING. She stated she does recall her
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husband remarked, "If King goes back to Memphis h« ^m . .
Mrs. STRADER advised her husband did say he wanton to*.3- ^\ ’ 
STERN of-NBC,-.Washington-,■ D.C, whom he knew but did not • - 
ho desired to seo STERN. ’ '

- Mrs. STR’-DEB advised her husband returned to the c* * 
residence at Lexington, Illinois, on Friday, 4/26/68, whoro i. - 
until the morning of Saturday, 4/27/63, at which time st::.1:: \ 
his rothor»in-la-7 had an argument over Mrs. STR ADD?. »s son by ?. ■ 
previous marriage. Mrs. -CARMICHAEL'told STRADER to leave, a:.ii

I

. , • Mrs. STRADER stated she told her husband she had con:-. 
Mr. DONALD T. SULLIVAN, Assistant Special Agent in Charge, bp.1 
Office of the EBI, and that he, STRADER, should call Mr. SULL I y 
and set up an appointment; that Mr. SULLIVAN had informed her !. 
would male© an appointment to meet STRADER at any location or .it
any time. vben SjiUBSS wo available. Hrs. STBAD3H stated her hv
told her he tas afraid to attempt to meet with F3I Agents, rs I.' 
he was bains followed. Mrs. STRADER stated she was unable to re 
her husband to make arrans®2ents for a meeting with the FBI.

9

a

i

-

ash
advised her husband is very much interested in obtaining protection.

Hrs. SWW32 advised of some of her husband*s activities, 
which are not concerning the murder of Dr. KING. Sho advised that 
she does not know all of her husband’s business and that sho is auro 
he has not told her all he knows.

/ Mrs. ST?AD3R advised her husband is acquainted with nA?T\? 
STAMMS of Baton Rou^ Louisiana, who told STRADER in the»sunnpr of 
1667 that there were several businessmen in the area of Baton £c::.tc, 
Louisiana, who were taking up a collection to obtain uonoy to have 
KIHOassassinated. Mrs.STRAK^l__________ ~
in the Baton Rouge and Denham Springs, Louisiana, area. She state.! 
he was, in the summer of 1967, dpnnected with the E.C. Donnell 
Construction Company of Denham Springs, La., which was doing co?mru<' 
work for the telephone company. She related E. C. DONNELL lives la 
Dallas, Tenas. She related DONNELL had an equipment rental business 
and while STRADER and DONNELL w^re attempting to rent the equips at 
they were trying to gain financing for a recreational park in Louisiana- 
similar to ’’Six Flags Over Tesas.V She related that scuc way t.:cy 
can© in contact with a CHARLES and LILLIAN SHAPIRO .(ph) of Miami, . 
Florida, who advised they could finance sumo but were not. interested, . 
in a recreational park but would be interested in financing a horse 
racing track. Mrs. STRADER advised ,Hr. DONNELL obtained BADO $T^ 
to help locate his land which could be used as a horse racing £a.r5’.< 
also obtained sanction of the sheriff,W®) -1 WIN and S^ ECSkO, boU

IM?1 advised her husbahd is well ncqwis^X

i
I

a

I
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appeared in "Life" magazine and the Governor of Lousiana 
placed a stop to the entire operation.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic 
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information 
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid. 
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any 

• information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact 
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interview 
with him.

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised 
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that 
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while

1 >'. a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER informed him 
he was en route to the home of his wife’s parents in Lexington, 
Illinois. He then told STiERN a "fantastic tale" about him, * 
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in 
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the tilling of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved 
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they 
had taken his license number. STRADER believed there 
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time. 
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning 
KING’S murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should 
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of 
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet 
him at his convenience in their territory. According to Mr 
STERN, BISHOP stated that‘STRADER is afraid to approach any 
office and may desire to havfe comeone meet him at a location 
other than an office. '

The files of the Springfield Office contain the 
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be 

. determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT 
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois.

On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6’1" -2", 175 lbs. 
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in 1
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards­
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of 
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91-2642.

‘ - 201 -
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• of EGBERT H. STRADER Vas '
' In involved a rental car.

declined in 5“ ” tcoresontad hinsoli ns an employes el 
FOESET H. Sxa~tH-i- •<, Illinois. rG^isterinj at t«o
General Telephone Co., tad shipped without
kitols at Blconlritoa, H^X^t payinS for his roca. . 
Smarty <a>tsM=3 fAS^eVat that tiSo but was described 
SiaWSH could not bo 6', 150 lbs., dark brown

hair r'^^xvii ^-ix-va 
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B• INVESTIGATION, EIDORADO, ILLINOIS

•»
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_,.. . ^X^^»$4-» *rxneipal, Eldorado El^h School, Eld<yv>*
Xxtooxs, oxi 4/^9/6u, as.de a search of past. academic r./ccrc- 
frY^"?’*^^ a$ the school. It vas determined that in 19'3 j* ’ 
DSC RAY also known as J toy Ray graduated £ro:a the school* 
o/rv^^in ^X oi ?~ssoa» Illinois, and woo born onJ/lu/^o ^.line County and entered the school 9/1/39 
gradated 5/30/43 with a rank of 105 ord; of 119. RAY’S v 

. P;iCto^aph W£« examined as to identification with th
^^^V?1* , ^P^-saed case. The photo did not appear to b

* u ILIA JEAH FOX, non Chotoer, ’Eldorado Illinois 
oatiy secretary to the principal nt Eldorado II
/si"*' 'sri 4-1«-.?* TAttas’ i'i*?r» v. an_____ * . . - . -... ’ 7 Iw.4 ,wsaa a ecxAOOi natc ox hers.

^^rr^? f,^0 °* J^53 WL RAT annotated that she-is . 
isZ* ^' tvo ay° ^ ^»tleali She further advised

asM JA.7U7S b^iuy within the past four years end . 
ko question th»t his lacks have nvt changed to the

<-4-vC tr.at ho Hlsat resorabl^JAiffiS EARL HAY. .

< -a°v_
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C. CECIL RAY
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. Mrs. FRENCH was contacted at her home on 4/29/63. •

She advised that her ex-son-in-law, CSCIL RAY, formerly 
of Vandalia,.Illinois, has been to her residence on approximately 
two occasions within the last five years, adcompanied by an 
individual who resembled JAMES EARL‘RAY. It is her belief that 
CXIL RAY referred to this person as J WES RAY. Mrs. FRENCH 
was unable to furnish any more specific information as to the 
times or when the visits were made.

She' stated that CECIL RAY was separated from her step­
daughter, JUDITH EARLINE RAY, who resides at 1013 Main Street, 
Highland, Illinois. They have been separated about four years. 
CECIL RAY is believed to be employed in JOLIET, ILL., as a truck 
driver for an unidentified Gas and Oil Company and was last seen 
by Mrs. FRENCH in 1966. CECIL RAY’s parents are deceased but he 
is believed to have a brother who resides in Vandalia, Illinois, 
name unknown. CECIL RAY was employed as a bartender at one time 
at an unidentified bar on the main street in Vandalia. MRS. 
FRENCH hpd no photograph and could furnish no description of 
CECIL RAY. • . . ‘ .

By way of background .concerning MRS. FRENCH, her husband 
EARL FRENCH was beat to deatWtln Effingham, Illinois,, in early 
1967 and the case has not been,^solved. ' Mrs.FRENCH resides alone 
with her dog and according to Sheriff A. J”. DTTTER, is an avid 
beer drinker. Mrs-. FRENCH did not anpear to have been drinking 
at the time of the interview. Shedid refer to the death of her 
husband on several occasions and mentioned that she knew how

’ - 20*6-‘
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■ ' JUDra PA?, 1013 nun Street, .IHgliiand, ■ Illinois, • • ■ 
was interviewed. April SO, 1S23/ concerning her knowledge 
Ox possible association with the subject, <UHS3 &AHL BAY.

JUDITH HAT, stated that her husband, CECIL HAY, 
is at the present tine separated■frog her although they are 
not divorced. She stated that there is a stats warrant 
outstanding against l^r-tebasd, CECIL, issued by the States 
Attorney’s O2£ica^^r4®ar4sXiAl^  ̂ charsing hex’ ' '
husband with no^jpp&rt of'the 4 children'which she has. 
JUDITH KAY stated that it is her understanding iron the 
States Attorney’s Office At.Edwardsville, Illinois, that her 
husband nay have recently noved to ’Wisconsin, in order to 
escape the ramnt cutstanding against hia in the State of 
Illinois.

However, she stated that his legation, if he ■ 
has sieved to Wisconsin, is unknown to her. She.further 
Statoil that it is her belief'that her husband’CECIL PAY • • 
has not saved to Wisconsin,/hut is instead living in Vandalia, 
Illinois, with son?.of his relatives. Sha stated that she 
has ca several occasions contacted relatives of her husband 
in Vandalia but they have refused to help her locate kor 
husband. She related that it i^ her belief that the relatives 
knew the IccatiGif of her husband but refuse to cooperate _ 
with her in finding kin and they know the warrant will -be 
issued against hin. K

Hrs, KAY stated that:she does not know of any 
association which her husband ray have hid with the subject 
but said he could Eave associated with Ma bef ore their carriage 
in 1955 and my have associated soaeti^e sisoMteOi# 
his in Alton, Illinois. _____ ■___ ____ _|W®,AZSfBiTiEa —
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She stated thatiapproximately 11 years ago, 
she and her husband resided in a downtown apartment in 
Alton, Illinois, and they resided there for approximtely 
3 years. She stated that during their stay in Alton, her 
husband brought numerous friends home with bin to drink- , 
in the apartment or play-cards and he never identified 
any-of those persons with- him. She state d that she never • 
inquired as to their identity and would not be faoiliar 
with the nano JAMES EARL BAY.

Hrs. RAY stated that her husband is wellknown 
in the Vandalia, Illinois area in ‘that he was raised in 
that City. She stated that her husband’s relatives all 
live in Vandalia and they possibly my know the present 
whereabouts of her husband.

She stated that she is anxious to learn the . 
present whereabouts of her husband and that sho s/ill cooperate •» ; f 
with the FBI in any way possible in determining his location. 
She stated that it is her belief if anyone knows his 
present whereabouts, it will be a member of his family in 
Vandalia. ■

It is her belief that his relatives there my 
be protecting his present address.

She stated that a member of the.family post likely 
to know his address will be GILBERT RAY .who lives on Randolph 
Street, Vandalia, Illinois. , She state! that a brother of her 
hiisUadj MJIRY RAY, also resides in Vandalia, Illinois, but- 
his address is unknown. 'V’ "

Another brother, STAHLEY RAY resides in Vira, 
Illinois, and both parents of her husband are deceased.

Mrs. RAY stated that LEONARDBDNLS is a close 
friend of her husband and may possibly know his present-where* 
abouts. She stated that he is the owner of Hetagers Tavern, 
Vandalia, Illinois, and the exact address is unknown to 
her. . • ■ ' ■ . - ' ■ ■ ■
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Sho further stated that PRESTON PRIOR who 
is tho owner of a Hobil Station in Vandalia, which 
station is located at the Junction of the Old Highway 
and the Hew Super Highway nay possibly know her husband’s 
present whereabouts in. that her husband has worked 
for hin frca tto to tihe. .

. . H£s. RAY stated that she knows very little about • 
•her husband’s associates and that he would be the one . 
to contact concorning then. Sha further stated that 
she knew very little of her husband’s family background 
before they were married and there nay be sone associates 
at that tine that she is unfamiliar with.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ROBERT C. HAINES: ■ ’ '

At Edwardsville, Illinois

States Attorney LEON D, .SCROGGINS, Madison County 
Court House, reviewed files maintained in his office and 
stated that a warrant for' neglect and refusal was issued 
for CECIL RAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison 
County Court at Edwardsville. He started that the infor­
mation obtained at the time the complaint and warrant wore 
issued disclosed that CECIL RAY was residing in Joliet, 
Illinois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant 
were forwarded to authorities at Joliet. .

He indicated that he had no knowledge of the current 
whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file indicated 
anything except that he was in Joliet.
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. ^ 5-13-68, Sheriff LEONARD KELLY, Fayette County, 
Vandalia, advised there are several members of the RAY family 
in the vicinity and he was seriously doubtful of any connect­
ion with the suspect in this case. According to investigation 
conducted to locate CECIL RAY, all members of the family arc 
not too smart end prone to using alcohol to excess.

’ In this respect, LARRY RAY, a City of Vandalia
employee, v/as jailed over the weekend of 5/11-12/68 for 
threatening his wife, but released on $25.00 bond.

MARION KIRKPATRICK, an employee-of the USPO, advised 
CECIL RAY lived in the same neighborhood, but has not been in 
Vandalia fox' at least two years, unless very briefly. No re­
moval could be located at USPO, and no mail received during 
recent past. Tax and voter*s records also negative.

GILBERT RAY, City of Vandalia employee in the.street 
and garbage work, advised 5-14.-68,■ he-is an uncle of CECIL RAY 
and, to his knowledge, -he has not heard of JAJ®S EARL RAY, bbt 
possibly CECIL could have ‘known him, since at one time, he was 
at Edwardsville and Alton.!/ There "is a brother STANLEY RAY who
GILBERT believes is in Vira, Ill., where he works at Crane 
Packing 60. There is a half brother, RICHARD RISLEY, who 
lives in Joliet, address unknown. GILBERT RAY advised he 
had not seen or heard from, CECIL RAY in several months and 
the last he knew he was in> Peoria, Illinois, working at a 
Shite (phoenctic) Service Station, probably the Site brand 
of independent stations. •

* LEONARD BOWLES fDoer associate of CECIL RAY advised
he had heard nothing from him for two or three years. BO./LES 
no longer operates- a tavern but helps his son-in-law in the 
tire recapping business. PRESTON PRIOR fQMjerjus^t^r'aho 
had no recent information of. CECIL’s where ^b^tt^.-;^^**^
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During contact with Sheriff KELLY and Chief
DALE SLATER, May 14, 1968, both advised that the entire family 
of this group "were a little on the stupid side.”
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5-29-68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: SAC, DETROIT (44-989)

FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775) P

RE: MURKIN
00: ME

Reurte1, 5-4-68.

Investigation at 4343 Lafayette, SLMO, on 5-5 through 
5-7-68, deterained a fmle resident at that address, Mrs. 
FRANK HIGGS, had no Inforaatlon concerning this matter and 
apparently was not the person referred to in retel.

Mrs. JACKIE NOTTINGHAM, 4343a Lafayette, SLUG, on 
5-7-68, advised her mother, Mrs. GLADYS JOHNSON, 1819 Rutger, 
SLMO, lived in the sue neighborhood in SL where JAME8 EARL 
RAY reportedly once lived but her mother did not know RAY 
and had no information concerning RAY. Mrs. NOTTINGHAM did 
not know RAY and none of her relatives know RAY.

Mrs. GLADYS JOHNSON, 1817-19 Rutger, SL, on 5-8-68, 
advised she never knew JAMES EARL RAY and had no information 
concerning RAY. She heard on TV or read in newspapers that 
RAY once lived in the sue neighborhood, however, she does 
not know anyone acquainted with RAY.

Mrs. JOHNSON said she remains at heme most of the 
time taking care of her invalid son, V. B. JOHNSON.

The above information furnished to the Detroit Office 
for information purposes inasmuch as this inquiry was conducted 
on the basis of information received from DE 1085-R.

2 - Detroit
Louis•O st. 
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