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Investigaoion Ly QA RCB??T BLIJ RASCOE at Vinck vtﬁr,
Xllinois, rovealed on 4-15-03 that koth license pl“»ﬂﬁ, :

CG 6358, are oa 1502 whito Chovrolat Lel-Alre hardiop. Such
43 in 2ccordance with reocords of IV at Springiiold, cheocked
£-14-53, Car dul y registored to CLOTD DR AKE, Winche»ter,
Illinois.. '

Hrs. D Kﬁ'intervicved.ﬂ Shs advised hﬁr husbﬂnd
reccntly passcd away 2nd that only she and her husband ever
- used the 2uio. Sac “urthnr ndvised that. tho car deliinitely
has not been to Chicdzo hnd that the platea have not been
removed or used on any. Qﬁaer auto. . ,

- Yo further .nvcéti&ation ‘being conaunted 1n view of
screpancy in ccscription bf auto seon in ‘Chicago and that
of Ll 's aueo.
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M., JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE
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Information was received from the Jackson
Pivision, on April 19, 1968, that Pascagoula,
Mississippi Police Department stopped an individual drlving a white
Corvair bearing 1968 Illinois license DG 3109, The driver
identified himself as JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE., MONTAGNE
was accompanied by another white male whose identity was not
determined. MONTAGNE indicated he was a musician and
the other person indicated he was a seaman and they were
both heading for New Orleans,

The officer who stopped the above individuals said
that MONTAGNE resembled the photo of GALT and that after hearing
a description of JAMES EARL RAY having a scar in the middle of
his forehead he believed that MONTAGNE might be RAY as he
recalled MONTAGNE having such a scar, No further description
was available on MONTAGNE or the other person,

Auto Registration Section records, Springfield,
Illinois, revealed 1968 Illinois license DG 3109 is registered
to RAYMOND HILLBURN, 6039 North Ridge, Chicago, Illinois for
a 1956 Dodge, Four door, VIN 32233139, Auto registration
and drivers license checks re MONTAGNE negative,

Drivers lLicense Section records re HILLBURN
describe hinm as:

Name RAYMOND MITCHEL HILLBURN

Address Y 1254 Leland,
Chicago, Illlnois

DOB T

Height ~§ 5'-10"
Weight , %»160 pounds
Hair Brown

Eyes Blue

Drivers license # H41673340187
‘ Suspended since 3/10/68
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N. PAUL STANLEY BOOTHBY
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R .*'?A’I? E”‘J’:&JY I}C‘DT‘BY
Euspect
Clia tHn, ﬁxl noiz

o - . - D

Cn A/IO/GS, »herl”f CLAUDE BARRERT, Do¥itt Co uaty
Shazriff's OGflicn, Clinten, Illinoism, ‘“,iu-J I2Y, Sovinge

f*ﬂ’”, Iilirois, that he had in custody one PAUL STANLLY
RoOTISY vao hnd bh“a arsosicd by tho D;Hi»i County Sharifi's
CfIica autborities at Clinton; Illinois. Subject had been
riding o freishe train fren Sreinciisld, Illi“ois to Clihﬁrn,
illizois, illejally and vas arrcsiad on lseal eharges. DARRDTY

Cagvised that cubject reseambled JAlES DAZL RAY, also kunown as
BRIC STARVO GAL7,

Subject mm{, STANLIY DOOTIDY was £ing cerprintod by
Dollitt County Shoriills glficc and was ingerv apad by r“I
Agents in Clinton, Ill;nai%, at P,uitt County Jaill.

%

During iatﬂrv1cu, sgajact acviﬂﬂd that ko was in lea-
phis; Teanezsce, on 4/3/¢8 through 4/12/58. Ee stated that bo
had left Calcagzo, Illinois on the 7ta of April by freigat train -
en route: to licmphais ito sell a pint of his blood for $15.00. ‘
Subjeoct advised Zhat he bad: traveled throughout tho United
Statcs by hopping freizat. tradns azd Lba hRad so done this for

. the past two ycars acd apd had worized. in miauny State3 deing
odd jobs: uubaect.aavisad that he was in Chicago on 4/4/68
vhore ha voried for Eelp Ualimited Corporation. Subject ad- :
vised that vhile he was &n lemphis, Teanessce, hoe résidad at
. the lission at Lexden and -and Street, Subject advised that |

!:e had no information ro the Jc am ¢ MARTIN LUTAZSR KING, JR.
kil T <¢id bo know of anyone vio miwat have participated in the

:; V. SIUNUEIIEONRE. I\ SUES SRR SPE M S L S , _

T {
S TR
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“e

" %he mlls' wg' wscr*ntion of td@ subject was ‘cbtas.n:.d
througa e:::ervﬂtis angd :i.nt rviow: : R

gm0 - paun sm*fz.zv Boo"mz?
: PACTS: " . I
s Enile L , _BALE
’ C o NTmIfTTs - TR _
R " usica Tin . 1s5ms.
. }::::;1: ' N ot v u.';?:
rc:. , 1.:::. o
£CARS: : C o RICHR I3
LEFT 1;.. m
»I:::':ms;a. T czx.ﬁs.sr?'f APE0T:
58 2 U 11
BT & ' | D
PA 'rs- . HR AMD ¥RS, DOUALD ET
‘ Sro oo 0 1124 FIIY BTRIET

« LIIA, OHIO,

L Subjoct's parents wers contacted teleph onicaxly aaci
they advised that the dz seription of DOOTISY was identical
- “with that of- thoir son ard stated: that he bhad Xeft xwaa :s.bout
two years ago: tollo.rin" &oac family p”oblsms. o

I e - Lo, “ 'v
. S N
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" 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O.



‘SI 44-561

O, UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA J, CARNAHAN
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On April 29, 1968, Motor Vehicle Bureau, Springfield,
Illinois, advised 1968 Illinois license B291617 was issued to
JAMES J, MC GOVERN, 10023 West Devon, Rosemont, Illinois
for 1966 Chevrolet Fleetside Panel Truck, VIN C2546F163402
Drivers license listed as M216 450 3056, Social Security
mmber| -

1967 Illinois license B291617 issued to GEORGE WARD,
Route 2, D Street, Murphysboré, Illinois, for a 1956 Ford pickup
truck, VIN F10V6G25421, drivers license listed as W15662349765258,
This license originally issued for 1954 Ford Pickup in which
driver's license listed as W156623497652585, These
are not Illinois drivers license.

Drivers license section, Springfield, advised
drivers license number M216 4502 3056 issued February 14,
1968, to JAMES J, MC GOVERN, This chauffeurs license expires
March 7, 1969 and described hi ' 10", 190 pounds,
brown hair, blue eyes, DOB [;*%Jismﬁ application reflects
he is self employed and dba J, J. Mc Govern Motor Service,
Rosemont, Illinois,

Drivers license number W632 3TWL13 5234 issued
December 8, 1967 to GEORGE L, WARD, 103 Third Street,
Murphysboro, Illinois, and license expires December 8, 1968
and describes him as 5' 11", 190 pounds, brown hair, hazel
eyes, DOB [:
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P, JAMES E, BODKER
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_ Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued

June 2, 1967 to JAMES E, BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton,
I1linois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes him

as male, born | 3' 10", 175 pounds,

brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer.
Records reflect license was suspended December 12, 1967 for

an accident, It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three
moving violations but is presently clear and valid,
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Q. WILLIAM A, MARSHALL
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On May 17, 1968, Mr, WOODROW THOMPSON, Parts
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc.,
International Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street,
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never bheen
a WILLYAM A, MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, IXllinois,
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in
the Bloomington, Illinois area., THOMPSON further advised that
the closest representative for the International Harvester
Company is L, C, BARNETT, District Manager, International
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois.
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department,
Bloomington, Illinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office,
Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLIAM A, MARSHALL
or similarity.

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L, C, BARNETT,
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name
WILLIAM A, MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being
a frandise dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district
to the State of California, BARNETT stated that any further
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H v
Home Offices, 401 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,

SRy

.
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VIII,) MISCELLANEOUS
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A, ROBERT HOOD STRADER
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'Y

On this d“te nrs. CBERT STQADJR oi Lezinoton L
Illinois, telephone 309 305—31”8, telepnenically contacted tﬁe -
.office conceruning this npatter.. Hrs, STDADIR, wio sounded .
considorably upset exotionally, advised she expscied Lor :
husbznd to return hone from Detroit somstinme late this af;crnoon
and vanted to know vhother or not ve would assure thnt his
identity would be protected in regard to any inforzntion
provided to us concerning the LEPRKIN caze, Mrs., STRADIR also

sked what kind of protecéi;nggﬁcould tive to her huaaand '

whp felt his life vas in ger, ' _

: ¥rs, STRADER was advised that any information
furnished to this Burezu in confidence would certainly be -
protected but that we were in no position to physically guard
her husband and if he feolt his life was in danger thizs was
‘& natter he should take up with local authoritiez, however, -
ve were desirous of interviewing him concerning any valuable
infornation he might have in revard to this case nnd would do

80 at his convenience upon his arr1v11 lrs. STIADIR agvised
she would have her husband contact the office upon his arrival
‘at Lexington, Illinois. -She was also furnished the name of the
SRA at Bloomington and otkthe whereabouts of our office thare.j

Mrs, STRAD“R statqﬂ she and her husband were passing
through Lemphis at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was slain. Ber
- hsband allegedly overheard a conversation emong five individuals
- one of whom he claims resembles the published photograph of RAY,
.~ the subject, in this case, ip which they talked about the killing.
. . Bubsequently, last Sunday night their car was ‘broken into and
on londay he elaims he wvas followed fron Lexington to Detroit:
by a tan Chevrolet, the registration nimber of vhich he was
unable to obtain. 'This car contained two individuals whol

- e e

'.‘. :
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he 4:! not recognize and at a rest stop these men took a snot
©fF hin but did not hit him because he "hit the ground", e

+ow fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety because
he has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KIND,

i Mrs, STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband's
return she should caqtact this office and we would set up a.
nutually agreeable time and place during' which we could interview
her husband concerning this matter. :

L3
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P

,-

|

' out ide areca, found that the STR&D“R'Q 1967 Oldsmobile Belta fyﬁ”

- of 4/20-22/68., She advised that on the night of 4/21/53 or

- . - . — - -
. o -

‘ LwLGRET‘CAQﬂICHﬁEL,u..Aliﬁ, wife of ROBuRT HCCD ST?ABLR
wvas contactcd at the residence of her father, E, P, CARMICIAZL,
Route #1, lexinzton, Illinols, on 4/30/53, IMrs, STRADER advizé&w
she nnd her husband yere at the CATMICHAZL residonce the wzelond -

oarlyjmorning’oi‘4/22/63'her-husband‘was‘aw‘:ene& by tho deiw
barizing outside the farm residenge which is 1ocatedvup a farm-lans

onc-half nile from the :ain rural road. She advised her his ind:~
and. her ;ather, E. P, CARIICHAEL, upon making a search of tie

artr colored with black vinyl top, had bzen broken into. ?r*.,»
SQ:ADMR advised nothing was missing froa the ear and no cue wan.
located or scen in the area. Mrs. STRADER sdvised her husband.
Cleft a2long from tho CARMICHASRL residanca on the morning Of ﬂ/“”/ ,
en. route/Latroit, dichigag.u i » . e Sk

: Urs, STRADER advised ‘that in a short. period of tine,
Lr. STRAD R returned to the CASEICHAQL reﬁidence. Upon his rcturn

“_. - 1“ .'.w‘ _‘:',',
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' he recogaized after RAY's photograph was published. She stated he e

I 44-561

7 stated ho had fonnd a noka in tha recessed arex of the
ator of his czr. (Urs. STIADER pointed out that tha 5

has bae2n brolian; th~“c°ore, her husband was fHot normally autxrc oo
- to tha peedeneior), She related thiz note was nade up of vovds cur
fron newzprpares and ractsd on the back of a peoket enlendor (enavle o
to do cribﬂ {he calend lar), lrs, STRADER said the note read in T B
- substance, "IZ you go to the police or the FBI you will be killed,* |
lrs. STRADER advised hor husband, after returning with the note,. - ag
proczedsd en rouie Datroit, lilch izan, and after a shori pazricd of .;
tine had elpsed, he telephonically contacted her, stating ho vas at -
_tha Holiday Inn, Blosﬁington, Illinois, lMrs, STRADZR stated her hu;bﬁv
inforned her that upon reacshinz tho road one mile north of the :
CARMICHAZL residence, and Loute €0y he saw o 1956 or 1967 Chavroleu,
- tan in color, no license infornation, with two nmon in the car, parke d
alonz the road. lirs. STIAADER stated hey husbard told her that this -
caxr followed him en routs Bloonmington, Howsver, they did not turn
into the Foliday Inn when he did, s, uxh“DER advizsod her husbanl
then told her he vas progceoding on to D troit,. Mlchigan,‘

STRADER

s
spe: asmﬂ*

o ~ Hrs. uTRADER auvised upon oi Choﬁin" acove with er parents,
‘her nother, Mrs. BE. P. CARMICHAEL, stated she had noticed & late
model, tan c¢ar, nakinz several tri"s on the main rursl road naar
the Ci "ICF&&L reaidsnce on the e“rly norning of 4/22/u3 ‘

Hrs. ST?LDQR adviseﬂ that on the nivht of 4/22/53 hor

-husband telophonically contacted her, but he wauld ‘not disc,oae his
lccation 2s he stated he was afraid to nzntion his location over the
phone, She related her husband told her that he stopped at .a west
stop area after leaving Indiqnapolis, Indianz, Upon loavinz his car . .
and walking the direction ‘of"the men's restroom, he sawv a tan
autonobile occupied by two. mén‘drivinv very slow. He stated at this"j;
time the rider in this automcbile fired-a shot at him. STRADIR told
his wife the shot jJust missed Bis edar and ho, STRADER, hit tlhe B
ground vhere he laid as if he had'been hit. STRADZR stated that the'.
tan car disappeared and he has not seen it since. AP

U L

cL , urs. S”QAD“R stated he‘ husband believesthis action w”s S

due to his being 4n the men's resirccom at the Culf Truck Stop, : =N
. Lebanon, Tennassce, on 3/27/33, vhere he allegedly overacard five men
plannin~ to kill Dr. IMARTIN LUTHER XING, JR, lrs. STRADER stated her
_husbdand told her that one of the nmen in the resircom was RAY, whon

further informed her that he would be able to recognize the otlier mea
~ he say in the restroom. lrs, STRADZR-advised she recalls being at the
- Gulf Truck Stop at Lebanon, Tennessed,- on 3/29/68. . She stated upon-
their leaving the truck siop, her husband did rot mention to har anyth:
oi ‘hearing nf the plaa tof il KILu.< She stateﬁ she does r@call har

f“- 199t i : -
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1 “'hB w2s, in the sumzer of 1957, dpnnadéied with the E.C. Domnell

.. in a rocreational park but-would bo iuterested in finameing a hor

. SI 44-561

" husband renarked, "IZ King goes back to Mamphis he wiyy o, 0
Mrs. STRADIR advissd her husband did say he wantod to nnw.e s -
| STEAN of NBC, Vashington, D.C, whcam he knew but did not - .
he desired to see SWHRN. 7 . S AR
S vz, STRADER advised her husband returnzd to th
residance at lexingion, Xllinols, on Friday, 4/26/68, wia
until the morniny of Saturday; 4/27/88, at which time ot
_ his pothor--in-laz had an grgusizat over Mrs. STRADIN's gon
" previous marrisze. Irs. CARMICHAEL told SIRIADIR to leave

s

S lirs, STRADIR stated she told her husband she hnd contrnt.+
Mr. DONALD T, SULLIVAY, Acsistant Spoclal fAgent in Clharge, Spoinsr
Office of the FBI, and that he, STRIDIER, should call lr, SULLIV.S
and set up an appoinitmenty that lir. STLLIVAN had informed hor ko
would make an appoininent to mast STRADER at any location or at
. any tire when SIIADZIR was available,  Mrs, STRADER stated hor huod:
told har he was afraid to atteupt to meet with F2I Agents, ra kst
he was baing followed, Irs. STRADER stalted she was unable to cony!
her husband to naks arrangenents for a moeting with the EBI.  She
advised her husband is very nmuch interested in obtalning protectlics,

. lrs, STRADIR advised of soms of her husband's activitic:,
which are not conceraing the murder of Dr. KING. Sho advised that
she does not know a1l of her husband's business and that she is sure

he has not told her all ke knows.

. ‘Mrs, STRADZR advised her hushband is scquainted with RATIOX
STARNS of Baton Foug, Louisiana, who told STRADZR in the'sumnst of .
1967 that there were sevaral businegsnen in the ‘area’'of Baton Roure,
louisiana, who wore takinz up a collection io obtain uoney te hnve
- KING assassinated. lrs. STRADIR advised her husbahd is well ncqu:
~ in the Eaton Rougo and Denhan $prings, douisiana, area. She stal
- Construction Company o6f Denham Springs, La., which was doiny conmtru
vork for the telephone company. She related E. C. DONNELL lives.
~ Dallas, Texas. She related DONNZLL had ‘an equipment renfal businens
- and while STRADIR and COMNELL ware sttempting to rent the equipzcat.
. they were trying.‘gé gain finareirg for a recreational park in Louisi:
- sinilar to "Six Flegs Ovar Téxss:” She related that scuc way tioy
" exne in contact with a CHARLES and LILLIAN SHAPIRO .(ph) of iiiani,
' Florida, who advised they could finance szme but were mot intercst

‘Tacieg track. . lUrs, STRADER advised jhr. DONHELL obtained: RAYM
%o Hélp Jocate his land which could beé used as a horse racing.
.. -also obtainad sanction of the sherit, (FiU).IRVIN and SAJ BOSI
.o Slidell, Laj hqwe ‘z.f,".‘iﬁ.tgings.tbt ‘out of hand" and an art

ok st
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appeared in "Life'" magazine and the Governor of Lousiana
placed a stop to the entire operation, ~

Mrs., STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid,
Mrs, STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any
- information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interview
with him, ) '

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while
coering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio, STRADER informed him
he was en route to the home of his wife's parents in Lexington,
Il1linois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him,
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they
had taken his license number, STRADER believed there
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time,
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet
him at his convenience ‘in ‘their territory. According to Mr,
STERN, BISHOP stated that“STRADER is afraid to approach any
office and may desire to havé comeone meet him at a location
other than an office. ‘}\ - :

The files of the Springfield Office contain the:
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be
. determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois.

On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6’1" -2", 175 1bs,,
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards-
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91-2642,

P

i = 201 -
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



S N In 10-60 proseccution of RBCSERT H, STRADER was -~
.?d¢cliﬁe&“in;aa?szmﬂ\mattery,hich {uvolved a wental ear,
popERT M, STRADIR had ropresented himseld as ai employes of
Ganoral Telephoi Co,, ©OX I1linois, rogistering at two '
motels ot Blccnirgton;’lllinois, and had skipﬁedfwitaoﬁtH';;*
. presErly chseking out and_withont‘paying for his yoou. B
SImALIR could not ba located at that tim2 but vas Gooeribad
a3 » waite, nolg, 35 L' 40, 5'10" ~ G6', 150 1b3.,'éark‘brown"l
Rrair, podivad 1:ild  and pedium corplexion. Yo was subject
. of S8ifils 286--22333. ' e : RTINS

. One RCOERT ECCD STRADER was subject of an 1T8AV;

— pAUTO 2T case in vhich fidlwankse was 00,9763,

gitile £5-23403. qnis individual hed 2 o

pathor entonsive aress > C03 irz back to 11/48 =t which

tino he vas AVOL and vhich. involved yecord of arrsst for icouip

vorihiess chocks, wail frazd,*invasﬁigation of forgory, 2rd 7
ECBEBT‘B.;STEﬁszfwhosa TSI 1i0. was

| UTEP - ]
Bufilo 25-313703,
nmive svrcst record dat

sfmauding an innesnlT.
given 23 244 633 A, Was twice a patient at‘hcspitals,-cza(gs;;.
sspitel concorning vaich finger-

& patient at the Pation Siate
- prints vave foraished by the Stnto Dureou of i¢entificailion,
. Sacx =onto, Coliforala, on 8§-3~50 and sﬁbseraaﬁly-again,qn‘_w:
, ,9-21~69;‘was:a_paziéng,atﬁﬁxascadero,Stata.nbspiﬁa1; CaliZornia,
- That irdividual veos “described as white, nale, appro::ima‘cély;* .
6t3%, 150 1., 2air coaplexion, haz2l cyes, browm hair and.
was coasidered to have suicidal tendencies. SR
ed ROBERT"

A cneck.fhioﬁgh{KCIc on 4-30-68 indicat
_ STRADER was not currently wanted. B

PR
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B, JINVESTIGATION, ELDORADO, ILLINOIS
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L JERRY x“_:v:, Principal, ¥ldowzdo filzh cbool 37n0"-“o
Illinois, on 4/25/63, nnde a seareh of past aeade :w' EAN m:-- 3
available ai the ohool. It waz deterained tha g i 1043 g0

gy ey s - LOOC T Bt -
#ie LAY also known as Jinny Roy gradusied froa the cehicol. 1.

3 »
;; the nen (o: J. A. RAY of Vassen, Illiamis, and was born on
10725 in £3line County and cntored the g ,c.hovl S/1/39 204

'..»,).'-"-.:’:.21'.('(1 6/30/43 ui.i;h a rank ol 105 out o2 119. RAY'S yeav

bo:! nh ier-ram wa n::.mmed ag to id ntié’mmim with ¢he .

:.-.:r- cet in C"'Jl. nad cn T:ue mow d-'& no%; apg . o
dd0 ﬂthA-l- N s ¥ N - ")v“ to .b‘m S

...XL..A J .M Fc}u nog CQO&SBQT, 1:1(&9- ~.:io Iilinod ’"'. who'

¥ 31

£ g 200
% premoatly uf‘i‘(’i&‘l‘j to the m:z.i.wi:: ot Tldorado High

X
Seatlalal
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C. CECIL RAY
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Vrs.;?? MCH was contacted atvhér home on 4/29/58

She advised that her ex~-son~in-law, CECIL RAY, formerly
Vandalxa, Illinois, has been to her residence on aupraxxmatel
'two occasions within the last five ‘years, adcompanied by an -
~ individual who resembled JANES EARL'RAY. It is her belief that e
C7CIL RAY reflerred to this persoan as JAMES RAY, Frs, FRINCH &
~was unable to furnish any more specific information as tD fhﬁ;i
tlmes or when the visits were nade.

: She‘stated that CSCIL RAY was separated from her stea~
dauahter, JUDITH EARLINE RAY, who resides at 1013 Main Street,
Hx"hlani Illinois. They have been senarated about four ysars.
CCIL RAY is believed to be employed in JOLIET, ILL., as a truck
driver for an unidentified Gas and 0il Compauy and was last seen
by Ers. FREMCH in 1966, CGCCIL RAY's parents are deceased but he
‘is believed to have a brother who resides in Vandalia, Ilenels,
name unknown, CECIL RAY was employed as a bartender at Qnm time
at an unidentified bar on the main strect in Vandalia. L‘a.k,,_

FAEFCH had no photogranh and could furnish no dascriptton o;-
.q.cn. Y. R
By way -of bachground concernlnﬁ VIS . F%ENCH, her husban'
EARL FR7NCH was beat to death‘xn Ef;lﬂ’h&m, Illinois, in early
1957 and the caze has not been, splved. - Mrs.FRENCH resides alote
‘with her dog and according to SherifE A. P, DITTER, is an avig
. beer drinker, Mrs. FRENCH did ndt anpear to have been drinking
~at the time of the interview. Shedid refer to the death of herx
~ﬁg3h333 on?ssveral occasions and mentxoned that she knew-how '
o f o o al : .

¢-~o-l
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JUDETH PAY, 1013 1=2lin Street,. Hl;_ iznd,  I1lioois
tervienod An;zl S0, lvug, conceralnz hor hno JAcﬂvﬂ
3ible assenlﬂtisa wi nothe subject, JAILIS DBARL .A;.

JUDITI PAY, stated that her husbard, CDCIL RAY,
i3 at tie presont tine separated Iron hew althtﬂﬂa they are
not divoresd, | Sho stated that . there i3 o siate varrent
cuntstonding aﬂniamt Lor husband, €ECIL, iSSE“L Ly the Sintes .
LAtternnyts 02{ica 2 w‘rdav“llﬂ al&rels, chargin g her

ushnand with nu“uxﬁv uﬁ“ 4 cauiﬁ 20 which ghe has,
JULITI PBAY sinted that ¢ iz her uaderstonding fren the
Stntes Atiornoy's G;ficc At Ld»@rhdwwluv, Iliinois, that her
hrvsband uay have vreceatly woved €o W -nenaln, in erdar to
eseape the Vﬁr”arﬁ eLt tanding egaliest hia fn the utﬂue i
“Iliinois, :

However, she stated that his 1c~ﬂtion, if he
hes noved to Wiﬁcensﬁn, is unknown to her, . She further
“atateﬂ ﬁhat it i3 hor beliof that her huskand -CHCIL RAY -~ ° .
kas not moved to Viscongin, tut is insto ad:iiving in Vandalia,
Iilin ois, with sone of his relatives. She stated that she
hag ca several ccc2zioxns ccnﬁﬁ“tﬁa rolatives of her husband
in Yﬂ*cali& but they have reZesed to hely her locaie hor
husband, She related that it is. her beliaf that the relatives
krcw ths locatica of her hushard but refuse to cooperate
with her in £4rndinz hin gnd %hhy know the varrant will be
- 3ssued ag ainut hxm.’ )

'._\!

a

: Lra. RAY statod at she co»s not Lnow of snY
eesocintion which her husha nd ay have bhad with the subject

but said he counld kave fszociated withhin bofore their marriaze

in 1855 =nd pay have assecinied comot *”s sisca_zhxn_viﬁh e
bia in Alton, Illinois, . | SEARCHED ..., o =) —

R
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She s*"tad that: apprcxﬂ.acelj i1 yaqrs avo,,
sha end har husband resided in a downitown apsreinont in

- Alton, Illlnoia, and cvo; resided there forx ¢ aprroxinately
38 years, She stated that during thelr stay in Alton, her
huzband broungnt numarc“” frionds home with hin to drink.

~ dn the oporineant or play-cards and he never identified

. any.of thege parsons with him, 8She siate d that she never
Codnfuired as to thelir idonitity aand would not be fanmiliar
with the name JALES EARL RAY, '

v Hrs. RAY stated that her husband is wellknown
4n the vandalia, Xllincis ares in that he was reised in
that City. - She stated thot her hushand's relatives all
live in Vandalia and thsy pabsibly nay know the present
wheregbouts of her husbunﬁ.

She stated t wat she is nnxinLg t0 leara the

present vhereabouts of her hushand ond that she will coopezrate :i:

with the F3I in any way possible in deteranining his location,
She stated that i1t 48 her bzllef 4T anyon? kuows his

presont whereabouts, it vill ke a mcmbnr ol his faaily in
vauialia,

It 18 hor beliof that his relativ 5 there ray
be protecting his present address

She stated that a member of the ‘fanily nest likely
to know his address will. bo GILSERT RAY vho lives on Rendolph
Street, Vandalia, Illinois, . .She stated that a brother of her.
husband; LAGRY RAY, also resides in Vandalia, I1linois, but
his auaress is unLnown. %‘ -

. LN

Another brother, STANLEY RAY residas 1n Vira, .

Illinois, and both parents cf her husband are daceased.

- Mrs, RAY stated tbat LEOJARD EOV1IR is a close .
triend of her hushand and nay possibly know his present: where-

‘. &bouts, - She stated that he is the owner of MNotzgers Tavern,

‘§2nda11a, Illinois, and the exact address is nnknown to
- Te ,
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: She fuyther stoted that PRESTSN PRICR vho
is the owner of a !lobil Statica in Vavﬁwli1, which
gtation is 1esa»cﬂ at the Juactien oz ke 01d Hizhvay ‘
end the New Supex» Highway oy posslibly Lnﬁw hey thharﬁ‘s :
present whereabouts in that her husha: has vorked

- for hia frea tine to ti“a. ‘

. us, RAY stoted that she kaoys very 1ittle aboat
-her husband's associates and that he would be the one
to contact concerning then,  She furilier stated that
she knew very 1&%51@ of heyr hushard's Ffanily background
before they were married and thera may b sowme asaaciates
at that tina that sbe i wefaniliar with, ‘

o X . ‘ o . .

' 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SY 44-561
RCH :skt
1

The follow1nw investigation was conducted by SA
ROBERT C. HAINE

At Edwardsville, Xllnois

States Attorney LEON D, SCROuGINS, Madison County
Court House, revicwed files maxnt¢1nnd in his office and
stated that a warrant for neglect and refusal was issued
for CECIL RAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison
County Court at Edwardsville. He stated that the infor-
mation obtained at the time the complaint and warrant were
issued disclosed that CECIL RAY was residing in Joliet,
Illinois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant
were forwarded to authorities at Joliet. :

He indicated that he had no knowledge of the current
whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file indicated
anything except that he was in Joliet.

- . P

N
e S
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2

B 5-13~68, Sheriff LEONA: \D Ku,LLY I‘ayett(, Co-mty,
Vandalia, advised ther° are ceveral members of the RAY family
in the vicinity and he was serious ly doabtful of any conncet-

b3

ion with the suspact in this case, According to investigation
conducted to locate CECIL RAY, all weuwbers of the family arc
not too smart end prone to using alcchol to excess,

Al

In this respect, LARRY RAY, a 7Jity of Vandalia
employec, was jailed over the weekend of 5/11-12/68 ior
threatening his wife, but released on $25,00 boend,

MARTION KIRKPATRICK, an ewployce-of the USPO, advised
CECIL RAY lived in the same naighborhoo?, but has not beazen in
Vandalia for at least two years, unless very briefly, No re=-
moval could be located at USPO, and no mail recdived during
recent past. Tax and voter's records also negative, '

. GILBERT RAY, City of Vandalia employee in the street
~and garbage work, aJv1oed 5~14~68, he is an unhle of CHCIL RAY
and, to his knowledfe, he has not heard of JAMES EARL RAY, bat
posswbly CECIL could have 'knowm him, since at one tine. he was
at Edwardsville and Altonm. There is a brother STANLEY RAY who
GILEERT believes is in Vira, I1l., where he works at Cranc

acking 60, There is a half brother, RICHARD RISLEY, who
lives in Joliet, address unknown, GIL?L21 RAY advised he
had not seen or heard from CECIL RAY in several months and
the last -he knew he was in Peorla, Il1inois, working at a
Shite (phonnctlc) Service Stauloﬁ, probably the Slte brand
of ‘independent stations., .- -

"LEONARD BOWLES fomer associate of QECIL RAY advised
he had heard nothing from him for two or three years, BOJLES
no longer operates- a tavern but helps his son- -in-law in the
tire recapping business. PRESTO: PRIOR fo mi._agénomafe-also

had no- recent 1nformatlon of CECIL's where: WL “ﬁﬁfla;na

e
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During contact with Sheriff KELLY and Chief
DALE SLATER, May 14, 1968, both advised that the entire family
of this group "were a little on the stupid side."

PR
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5-29-68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
TO: SAC, DETROIT (44-989)
FROM: SAC, BT. LOUIS (44-775) P
RE: MURKIN

00:ME

Reurtel, 5-4-68.

Investigation at 4343 Lafayette, SLMO, on 5-5 through
5~7-68, determined a female resident at that address, Mrs.
FRANK HIGGS, had no information concerning this matter and
apparently was not the person referred to in retel.

Mrs. JACKIE NOTTINGHAM, 4343a lLafayette, SLMO, on
5-7-68, advised her mother, Mrs. GLADYS JOHNSON, 1819 Rutger,
S1LMO, lived in the same neighborhood in 8L where JAMES EARL
RAY reportedly once lived but her mother did not know RAY
and had no information concerning RAY. JMrs. NOTTINGHAM did
not know RAY and none of her relatives know RAY.

Mrs. GLADYS JOHNSON, 1817-19 Rutger, SL, on 5-8-68,
advised she never knew JAMES EARL RAY and had no information
concerning RAY. She heard on TV or read in newspapers that
RAY once lived in the same neighborhood, however, she does
not know anyone acquainted with RAY.

Mrs. JOHNSON said she remains at home most of the
time taking care of her invalid son, ¥, B. JOHNSON.

The above information furnished to the Detroit Office
for information purposes inasmuch as this inquiry was conducted
on the basis of information received from DE 1085-R.

2 - Detroit
7= St. Louis
:amb
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