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FBI

Date: 6/26/68

Transmit the following in --------------------------------------------------————-—-
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIR MAIL
(Priority)

--------------------- ।

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
ATTN: FBI LABORATORY

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P -

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Springfield airtel to Chicago 
6/17/68.

Being transmitted under separate 
registered mail are the following items of c] 
submitted by Springfield under caption, ”Unst 
Bank of Alton^, ^Alton, IllinoiSj7/13/67’T j^Hpi 
file 01-3692, Bufile 91-27506, ^^

Man’s Van Heusen Vanguard^shirty 
’Rem QB (PC-A1O71 jyL/

Mah's brown_trous£rs, Item Q6 
(PC-A1071 JV).

Thq above-named shirt bears launc 
collar; the trousers bear laundry marks on r: 
and rear pockets. . *

The laboratory is requested to pl 
these laundry marks for suitable reproductioi 
letter, the preparation of which is being rec 
Mechanical Section by this airtel, and the t( 
is set out below.

The above-described evidence is 1 
and the preparation of circular letter reque: 
to fully explore laundry and dry cleaning ma;

3 - Bureau (44-38861) 1 - Indianapi
1 - Package (RM) 2 - SpringfL
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (Info) RGH-

dated

cover by
Lothing previously

*ingfield

Iry marks in 
Lght front

holograph
i in circular 
guested of the 
sxt of which

□eing submitted 
sted, in order 
rks on the

□lis (44- )(Info) 
eld (44-561)^^ yy|

Memohis (44—19871 (Info) r n SEARCHED_ _ _ _ _ _ IfWoZ^
St Louis (44-775) (Info) v SHHAUZED__j^H^^

-

—Sh^SUSJi!§^ _
Approved: ---------—-------------------------- - Sent_______ _____ M 

Snecinl Anant
Per___ |
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SI 44-561 /

submitted items,ysince allegations have been made by 
JOSEPH EUGENE GAWRON, St. Louis, Missouri, which indicate 
JAMES EARL RAY^cased The Bank of Alton in 1959 and may 
have been involved in bank robbery at that bank July 13, 
1967. The Bureau is vitally interested in ascertaining 
source of RAY’s funds since his escape from MSP, April, 1967.

The Mechanical Section is requested to prepare, 
upon receipt of photographic facsimiles from the Photographic 
Section, the following circular letter:

I 
’,To a^ Laundries and Dry Cleaning Establishments j

On July 13, 1967, two unknown males, wearing 
stocking masks, robbed The Bank of Alton, Alton, 
Illinois, at gunpoint and obtained over $27,000. ;
Investigation of this crime led to the recovery of 
a white Van Heusen Vanguard shirt and a pair of tan 
trousers among other items.

The shirt bears laundry marks and the trousers J
dry cleaning symbols, facsimiles of which appear below. 
The laundry marks appear on the shirt collar, the dry 
cleaning symbols appear on the front and rear pockets J
on the right side of the trousers. ।

(Facsimile photos inserted at this point) ]

If, after review of the above facsimiles, you 1
feel you have information which would be of assistance to I 
the Bureau, please call the nearest office of the FBI, |
the telephone number of which is in the front page 
of your telephone directory.”

Offices receiving information copies of this 
airtel are instructed to hold leads requested in referenced 
airtel in abeyance pending receipt of above circular letter.

The Laboratory is requested to send direct to 
Chicago 1800 copies, to Indianapolis 1800 copies, and to 
St. Louis 700 copies of the prepared circular letter.

- 2 -
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SI 44-561

The Laboratory is requested to return submitted 
items upon completion of requested action.
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 6/27/68

Transmit the following in

TELETYPE
Via__________________

PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JUNE TWENTYSIX LAST

INVESTIGATION ALTON DISCLOSES JUltoLD R^

NOT AT USUAL HAUNTS AND SOURCES ACQUAINTED WITH HIM CANNOT

PROVIDE INFORMATION CONCERNING CURRENT WHEREABOUTS

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C ADVISED TODAY TWO DAYS AFTER

BR AT BANK OF ALTON ON JULY THIRTEEN LAST, COVINGTON AND

PERSON STAYING WITH HIM WHO IS UNKNOWN, WENT TO QUINCY

ILLINOIS; COVINGTON RETURNED ALONE ON JULY SEVENTEEN LAST

AND UNKNOWN ASSOCIATE RETURNED JULY TWENTYONE LAST DRIVING

NINETEEN SIXTYSIX CHEVROLET IMPALA HARDTOP, BLUE IN COLOR

INDIANA LICENSE. UNKNOWN PERSON DESCRIBED FIVE FEET ELEVEN

INCHES, THIRTY TO FORTY YEARS, BLACK HAIR, THIN MUSTACHE

STOCKY BUILD, CHAIN SMOKER

INFORMANT CONTINUING EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY UNKNOWN PERSON

MAIL COPY TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS

1 - Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) 

O?- St. Louis (44-775) (AM) 
RCB/ssJ

searched------J8wg
SERIALIZED S^flgDQi

JUN 2 8 1968
FBI-ST. LOUS

Approved: ------------- - ------------------------------------- Sent __________________ M Per ______________________
Special Agent in Charge
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

PMe May 22> 1968

FRANCIS POWELL was interviewed at his residence and 
advised that he is the father of ROBERT (BOB) POWELL. He stated 
that POWELL is not living at his residence at this time since 
Mr. POWELL did not want him to be closely associated with his 
young daughters. He stated that POWELL visits his residence 
on infrequent occasions and comes to borrow money.

Mr. POWELL stated that he had heard a rumor that 
his son, BOB, had helped JAMES EARL RAY escape from prison 
in Jefferson City, Missouri. He stated that his son had never 
mentioned RAY to him and that he was certain that he would be 
uncooperative in any interview.

Mr. POWELL stated that his wife, who is BOB POWELL’S 
stepmother, told him that BOB had made the remark that the man 
who turns in RAY is a dead man. Mr. POWELL stated that he did 
not believe his son had any information concerning RAY’s where­
abouts .

Mr. POWELL stated that while BOB was in prison some 
of his girlfriends would write him and use the Doe Run address 
on the envelopes so that they would pass through the prison 
censors. He stated he had seen envelopes with the name FRANKIE 
BARBARA. He stated that to the best of his knowledge this is 
a fictitious person. He stated that he did not know who this per­
son was. Mr. POWELL stated that if his son contacted him he 
would notify the FBI. Mr. POWELL stated that he had no idea 
as to how BOB could be contacted but had heard that he worked 
part time in Farmington, Missouri.

On 5/18/68 nt Doe Run, Missouri_______ pu* # SL 44-775 —/^^

by SA HyRD G, SLACK/leh ________ Date Hi^t^< 5/20/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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SAC, ATUUTTA (36-43489) 6/38/63

8AC, 33. UMJI8 (38-33047)0)

MSBKDI 
(OOi anphie)

0B«B;
1868 BOMB
VIM 1041388323348

UMS 
COOt #t« Louis)

Be Jacksonville alrtol to tenphte, 6/8/60$ and 
Kansas City alrtol to Bureau, 6/83/68.

In reviewing this file, it is noted that at the 
tine captioned vehicle was recovered at the St. teals Municipal 
Airport on 6/16/68, Trooper B6BKHT 80006# Missouri State 
Highway tetrol, advised that this vehicle had boon rented 
at Atlanta, Ga., 4/2/68, iron national Car Meatal utilising 
stolen credit carte in the nano of 8AMm» SCOBXMteMB, 
6835 Scad Bd., Bichsond, Ill., and that those credit sards

is Sanaa# City, tea

Investigation to date has detornined that no record 
could ha located with the tenses City, te. telle* tepartneat 
regarding a robbery of 8AMBSL SC3B0U»EEteM, and investigation 
at Richmond, Ill., has indicated there tew tech address

BaaM an thia laformtloa «a 6/18/68,
inter-

City, te. Trooper SCMU stated that he was not positive 
since he had obtained this infornation free the radio di#]
of Troop C Baatesartors, Missouri State Highway tetrol, at 
Kirkwood, Me., although Trooper 8CS8SS was of the opinion

tcher

1 - Atlanta
1 — Chicano (Info)
X - iMUMtpolla (44-M3)(Xate)
1 - Kumm City (late)

_ ZZ3' /«?6

JT- St. Louis <1 - 88-33047) 
^^rsl Jf- 44-775)

A J SEARCHED- 
U VO SERIALIZED 
V F INDEXED



A N4Nff

that this information had originally boon obtained from 
the Georgia Stat* Polio* out of Atlanta.

In view of th* above, Atlanta night consider con­
tacting the Georgia State Police to determine if they have 
information regarding the manner in which credit cardo were 
obtained by SMHM so that investigation regarding MMXS 
in this natter night be resolved.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



nu»

(AJO

(MD

sama

JUN 2 9 1968
ST. LOUIS

Bincni, ni A» SAC, BALTDIMB 
(44-3SM1)

* - <%!«*(•
<1 - S1-537S) 

MVlOKB
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MM* no

* QUOTUM. BURMA® BAS IMTRUCTBD CBICAOO, SFIIBQFIUD, 

ST. LOUIS AID IMDIAMAPOLIS TO CARTAS LAMMT AID MT CUAMISO 

KSTAMiISMOHriS U IBU* BABU. CIBCULAB Slim PRKPARBD ST 

BSMAU TO FORUM TO LAMMT AID MT CLRAIUQ KSTABLISMUm. 

ADMB8S0MAFB KAOS AVAILABLE MB LAMMT CIBCULABISATIQR 

IB ILLIBOIS. LIST OF DMT CUABIM BSTABLISMBBTS II ILLIBOIS 

AID OHM STATBS MSB* CIBCULABIUTIOB BBSIMD CAB M OBtAIBBD 

TSBOUOB IATIOKAL IMTITUIB OS MT CUKAMM, UM SHO UM 

BUKLJliGTOX AVBMB, SILVBB SMIM, BARTLABD. AFMOXIBATKLT 

OM FOUR ZBBO URO MT CHASERS LOCATED II STATS OS ILLIB0I8. 

BALTIBOM CMTACnaBM BATIOBAL IBSTITUIB OF MT CLSABSR8 AT 

SILVBB SHIM, BABTLABD. OBTAIB LIST O^MT CLKAMM IB 

TSRBXTMIBS OF CBICAOO, 8FBIBQFIBL0, ST. LOUIS ABD IBDIABAFQLIS 

MTKMIM IF AMUSSOORABB AVAILABLE IF MT, MTSBUM IF 

COURT DMAIDOWB CAB M 0BTAIMD FOB IRTBRB8TBD OFFICBS, 

AI* BAIL COFIBS HIM MIT TO SPRIBGFXBLD, ST. LOUIS, 

XMBXAMAP0LI8, AX# JRMPRXS,
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 6/98/68

Transmit the following in (Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP. 1)

MUREIN

RE 81 TEL JUNE TWENTYSEVEN, LAST

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED T HE HAS DEVELOPED

INFORMATION HAROL^RimRP ^ RESIDED WITH ROBERT COATES, 

ONE THREE THREE ZERQ.JT- FOURTH STREET AN) WITH CAROLYN

BLANKENSHIP, FOUR TWO SIX - FOURTH STREET DURING NINETEEN

S1XTT8EVEN, EXACT PERIODS UNKNOWN x ^ ^

INFORMANT TES RONNIEJ31$^ BHA^VEI^

WILLIE LEE/BTATE COVINGTON OWNED DARE BLUE NYLON WINDBREAEER

TYPE JACKET SIMILAR TO THAT RECOVERED AFTER ROBBERY THE

ar ALTON. FURTHXB COVINGTOM GAVS DKLMAR GRINDS TA NT ar

LIGHT BUTE AIR FORCE TYPE COVERALLS, SIZE FORTY, STATING AN

UNKNOWN FRIEND COULDN’T WEAR THEM

ABOVE INFORMATION BEING FOLLOWED UP TODAY TO VERIFY

AM COPIES SENT CHICAGO MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

1
1

(4)

Springfield (44-561) 
Chicago (44-1114) (AM) 
Meaphie (44-1987) (AM) 
St. Louie (44-775) (AM) 

:apb

SEARCHED
SERIALIZED

JUN 2 9 1968
FBI—ST. LOUIS

Approved: ________________________________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FIX’S (H-v. 5-22-64) I

- -L • #

F B I |

Date. 7/1/68 |

Transmit the following in--------------- ---------------?_L41^_iMr-------------------------------------]
(Type in plaintext or code} '

Via ___TELETYPE^_____WtWJ 
(Priority) j

TO: DIRECTOR,FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (2 PP)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED JUNE TWENTY­

EIGHT, LAST.

JOHNJICJ?^^ ME NEVER lOIEWJU^

COVINGTON T£fHAVE CLOTHING SIMILAR TO THAT RECOVERED AFTER 

BR AT BANK OF ALTON. HE STATED COVINGTON DID LIVE ON 

FOURTH STREET, ALTON, AT VARIOUS APARTMENTS AND ONCE WITH 

HIM DURING NINETEEN SIXTY-SE^EN. HE STATES HE DOES NOT 

BELIEVE COVINGTON INVOLyBD IN Bit.

PCI HELEN GMBl/STATES SHE CANNOT DETERMINE IF COVINGTON 

EVER OWNED OR WORE CLOTHING SIMILAR TO RECOVERED CLOTHING

IN PAST.

SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN DASH C NOT AVAILABLE FOR CONTACT

TODAY; IN QUINCY, ILLINOIS, ATTEMPTING TO VERIFY PREVIOUS

INFORMATION.

1 - Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114)

- Memphis (44-1987)
- St. Louis (44-775)

(4)

Approved: _.
Special Argent in Chara?

Sent_______________M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F’D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI j

Date: ;

Transmit the following in_________________________________________________________________ !
(Type in plaintext or code) I

V ia _ j 
(Priority) ,

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  J_

PAGE TWO

DRIVERS LICENSE AND DMV RECORDS, SPRINGFIELD, BEING 

CHECKED REGARDING AUTOMOBILE AND DRIVERS LICENSE HISTORY 

OF COVINGTON.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. P.

Approved:__________________________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent--------------------------M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



74^1 

KJMHXr

telettpe urgent

TO! DIRECTOR, m <<*>38881) 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (4*>SS1) (P 2)

MURKIN.

rk Springfield telettpe to dorsad jolt ore last./

81 ORE BIX ORE TOUR - C ADVISED HE LEARNED THOUGH 

INOUUT QUINCY, ILLINOIS^N^JKJLDRia^^ IM QUINCY

WITH ASSOCIATE JOE HEIWZ (ISORETIC). COVINGTON AMD HEINTZ 

FREQUENTED CANNON’S BAR AND THE BARN IN QUINCY. INFORMANT 

ENDEAVORING TO DEVELOP MORE INFORMATION ON ACTIVITIES IN 

QUINCY AH) ON HEINTZ.

DRIVE’S LICENSE RECORDS REFLECT DRIVER’S LICENSE PC ORE 

FIVE TOO - THREE FIVE SIX THREE - SEVEN TOO ZERO EIGHT ISSUED 

JONE FIFTEEN NINETEEN SIXTTONE TO HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON 

TWO FOOR FIVE WEST NINETEENTH STREET, ALTON, ILLINOIS. THIS 

LICENSE EXPIRES AULT TOENTOTOO NINETEEN SIXTOFOUR AND DESCRIBES

HIM AS FIVE FEET EIOHT, ONE HUNDRED SIXTT POUNDS, DATE OF

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PASS TWO

BUTS EYES. RECORDS ALSO REFLECT COVINGTON ARRESTED MARCH 

NINETEEN, JU METE EM SIXTYSEVEN, FIFTEEN MILKS CAST OF GRANTS, 

MEW MEXICO CM V. S. ROUTE SIXTTSIX FOR HAYING HO DRIVER'S 

LICKSSE.

A CHECK OF MVB RECORDS FOR NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN AMD 8IXTY- 

KIGHT FAILED TO REFLECT AMT VEHICLES REGISTERED OR TITLED TO 

HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON.

ALBDQOKRqnK LEADS BRING HANDLED HT SEPARATE COMMUNICATION 

RE COVINGTON'S CITATUM MARCH, NINETEEN SIXTTSEVEN.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOGIN. P.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 7/3/68

PLAINTEXT__________
(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT

Transmit the following in _

TELETYPE
Via____________________________  ______________________________________

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BU JULY TWO LAST. _
SI ONE SIX QMS FOUR DASH C ADVISED HE HATTEN UNABLE 

TO DEVELOP FURTHER INFORMATION RE JOEJEIM^ (PHONETIC) 

BUT IS CONTINUING ^TORTS ALONG THESE LINES.

CAROLYNJ^ATO STATED SHE DOES NOT RECALL HAROLD^ICHARD 

COVINGTQN-OWNING OR HAVING ACCESS TO ANY CLOTHING SIMILAR 

TO THAT RECOVERED AFTER ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTON.

INQUIRY AT RESIDENCE OF COVINGTON’S MOTHER DISCLOSES 

SHE HAS MO KNOWLEDGE WHEREABOUTS OR ACTIVITIES OF COVINGTON. 

STATES SHE BELIEVES HE IS "ON THE RUN” SINCE SEVERAL POLICE 

AGENCIES SEEKING INFORMATION ON HIS WHEREABOUTS.

MAIL COPIES SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

1 - Springfield (44-561)„.
1 - Chicago (44-1114)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) <*%

CD- St. Louis (44-778) '*■ 
. ROI/ssj (4)_____________________

P^JOA/ | ^

Approved: ----------- ------------------------------------- --- Sent ___________________M Per_____________________
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



puiraar

lurm UBGEMT

TO DIMCTOR TOI (44~3M41)

nor sac, sfbibgfixlb (44-561) -p- 

mvbkim, at. (oo: bimfus)

of jam mc cu

«*®WL

SMI

CONTACT vin rauas 

Abb haboob Braun can

TO

2 D-WXTO TO TO CUMTOCK, TO TOMATO IMTOUA-

new ar coyington’s kbsibskncb An associate^wrodoctiyb. 

SI OB SIX oat MSB - C ABFISn JULY PQTOjLAST, CORTINQING 

KFFarrs to possibly idkrtify job HxiinL(PHOMKTic). will

AIRMAIL COPY CHICAGO, ST. LOVIS An MKMPMIS 

FOB INFORMATION.

Chia*#® (44-1114) INTO AM 
St. Louis (44-779)IBTO AM 
Mespkls (44-1987) IMF0 AM 

1 - terlavtlsM (44-561)

«)

gJ^-ST. LOUIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PLAXXTKXT

7-448

T&xim VMBNT

TO: UBKTOB, FBI (44-3*801)

MM: SAC, SIBIMOFIBLD «4-MX) <» 1)

TO BIB3M 

. JKTBDB OT PMXM 

ADVISKD SGaniDBR IM KKNTCCKT M VACATIM MD

AAXEIb

Dunns mcboM

ADRSSD VUXXK MS J

r£ SADISM COMTT, XUIKQU, SO, 

OF JOBS MB CUMTOCB MD KMQUD

, SZMBAffBD IBM WIFI MD AT BUBMT TUB 

. SBTOMB TO DOCATS MS TO DSTBUV '

MIL COMBS TO CHICAGO, ABMHOS MD ST. IMIS. ».

1 - SpriMfield (44-M1)

* * Sm££> $<£1mS US J-St/toHii (44-TTS) (M) 
ncuna
«> S£MAUZEM^SbC=== 

JUL9 1968. . 
FBI—sr. LOUIS
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PLAINTSXT

sums ommt

TO: OXBSCTOB, FM (44-SSSS1) 

noMt mb, smsonauB (44-mi) (f 2 ) 

MBBKXM* 

Mt sraxMonK^^uam to bqmum. A0ar bmht last. 

9ABOMTM urt:, wire of vxluxms, taimen or mm

MC CSUUHOCHZ^HD BABKO MCSATO COTXMM^ ADV1SSD BBS XS 

SHNUSUD TOM BUMS MM BOSWBB, MM BOM C0FXWNNI ATO 

MC CMQWBOCK DOKEBO 4006fft AGO BKBPTMBBSB (V BBO0BHBB8M 0OUCCTSSIMB# 

CM SAD MS BSULSVSD C0VSMIW SAB UVM SITS BIS MSB8B IM 

BBT AMW# UMMS#* MRXM MB TZMBt MM AMO ADOMBS 

OKKBMMo CBS ADSBBMB SMB MOWS KB8B CMTSMOMOBI OB MC CIaXWTOCM 

TO CAMB A BOM OB FQUU BBS JOBS SOCK AB BABB B0BB8BUB OB 

BAMK WBKBoABXSB* BOBB WBBSBBB AIWX8BB ^ODEF WSB8 OBBUBAM B80BB 

AW BAO MWSB BMBM BXTS8B OF MSB TO CAMS MBCB BOMBS IM 

MMXS FOSnSSUM, 

H MS SIX OK TOTO « C 

IOVMHM TO TOSSXBMf XMVWT

1 - MMMdioM (44-061) 
X- dtlaaco (44-1114)(AM) 
1 - SMSMb (M-XMD (AM) 
Ju-^_£MtoJ44*7S) (AM) 
FKimub 
0)



MOB WO

mu. conn to ckxcaoo. Mamas mm sr.
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7-9-68
PLAIN TEXT I

TELETYPE URGENT I

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) I

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987)

MURKIN. 

ON EVENING JULY EIGHT, SIXTYEIGHT, AT APPROXIMATELY >< 

ELEVEN P.M., PATROLMAN, MEMPHIS PD, WHILE AT "GREEN BimjJ/ 

THREE TWO EIVE SOUTH MAIN, MEMPHIS, HAD INDIVIDUAL AT BAR BROUGHT 

TO HIS ATTENTION BT MANAGER. POLICE OFFICER APPROACHED MAN AT 

BAR WHO INFORMED HIM HE WAS JERRY RAY, BROTHER OF JAMES EARL RAY. 

REPORTEDLY, JERRY ASKED PATROLMAN IF HE THOUGHT JAMES GUILTY 

AND IF THEY WOOD EVER BRING HIM BACK TO MEMPHIS. REPORTEDLY, 

JERRY SAID HE AMD BROTHER HAD ARRIVED MEMPHIS EARLIER ON AFTER­

NOON JULY EIGHT AND WERE TRYING TO FIND OFFICE TO RENT. THEY 

PLANNED TO SET UP COMMITTEE TO GET FUNDS FOR DEFENSE OF BROTHER. 

JERRY ALSO SAID THEY WERE GOING TO HIRE ANOTHER LAWYER FROM 

ST. LOUIS, NAME UNKNOWN^/SAID HE AND BROTHER JOHN WERE MAYING 

ATLINDENUJDGE MOTRtf, ROOM TWO TEN. MEMPHIS POLICE OFFICER WHO 

ACCOSTED JERRY r£y NOT IN UNIFORM AMD NO INFO AVAILABLE TO 

INDICATE JERRY RAY REALIZED THAT PERSON WITH WHOM HE WAS SPEAKING 

WAS MEMPHIS POLICEMAN.

SHORTLY AFTER ABOVE CONTACT, JERRY RAY WAS ARRESTED BY 0/-T75-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MOE WO

TWO MEMPHIS PATROLMEN VOB BEING DROME. HE WAS TAKU TO POLICE 

HEADQUARTERS AMD GIVEN INTQXJMETER TEST WHICH READ POINT sbven- 

teen. <

JERRT WILLIAM MT. WM, AGE THIRTYTWO, OF ONE NINE ZERO 

TWO CHEROKEE STREET, ST. LOUIS, NAS ARRESTED AT ONE FIFTEEN 

AX, JULY NINE, AT MAIN AMD VANCE, MEMPHIS, ON CHARGE PUBLIC 

DRUNKENNESS. AT MINE A.M., JULY NINE, JERRY BAY AI>pRARBD 

DIVISION TWO, CITY COURT, BEFORE JUDGE BERNIE WEINMAN ON CHARGE 

PUBLIC DRUNKENNESS. CHARGE AGAINST HIM DISMISSED. TORN CASE 

CALLED, A WM IN COURTROOM OBSERVED TO APPEAR INTERESTED IN 

CASK AND AFTER CASE DISMISSED, LT^O.B.HOLCOim, MEMPHIS PD, 
IDENTIFIED HIMSELF TO Tip/WM, AND ASKED FOB HIS NAME. PERSON 

STATED HE WAS JOHMRAY, JERRY'S BROTHER. IN SUBSEQUENT INTER­

VIEW CONDUCTED THIS DATE BY MPD, JOHN RAY SAID HE AND JERRY BAD 

ARRIVED MEMPHIS AT SIX PM, JULY EIGHT, AMD HAD CHECKED INTO 

LINDEN LODGE, ROOM TWO TEN. THEY PAID RENT FOR OMR NIGHT ONLY. 

HE SAID THEJ/CAMB TO MEMPHIS IN HIS CAR, NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE 4 

CHRYSLE^EW YORKER, MISSOURI LICENSE A E TWO DASH FIVE FIVE | 

EIGHV JOHN MY INFORMED HE AND JERRY BAD BEEN TALKING TO 
'-------r -2-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MOB TOREK

NEWSPAPER REPORTER OTUH^LIPSOgf'TOO IS AFFILIATED WITH CHICAGO 

BAILY MEWS. LIPSON HAD ADVISED THAT SOHN AND JERRY COULD POSSIBLY 

CONE TO MEMPHIS AMD BIRMINGHAM AND SET UP OFFICE FOR PURPOSE OF 

OBTAINING FUNDS FOR AN ATTORNEY TO REPRESENT JAMES EARL RAY. 

SUPPOSEDLY THIS REPORTER TOLD JOHN HE WOULD HANDLE ALL PUBLICITY 

PERTAINING TO TOIS FUND RAISING AMD JOHN SAID THEY WERE JUST 

LOOKING MEMPHIS OVER AND MIGHT RENT A BOOM OR AM OFFICE WHILE HERE. 

JOHN FURTHER STATED THEY WERE EITHER GOING TO BIRMINGHAM OR WERE 

GOING TO CALL THERE TO SEB IF JAMES EAHL RAY’S ATTORNEY WAS BACK 

FROM LONDON.

JOHN RAY FURNISHED PERSONAL HISTORY AND BACKGROUND DATA 

TO INTERVIEWING OFFICERS, WHICH AGREES WITH THAT PREVIOUSLY 

COLLECTED BY BUREAU.

JERRY RAY INTERVIEWED BY MEMPHISJOLICE OFFICERS IN 

PRESENCE OF JOHN. REPORTEDLY, JERRY COULD NOT GIVE LEGITIMATE 

REASON FDR BEING IN MEMPHIS EXCEPT HE THOUGHT JAMES EARL MIGHT 

COME BACK TO MEMPHIS EARLY AND HE WANTED TO SEE HIM IF HE DID. 

JERRY SAID HE WAS LEAVING MEMPHIS AMD GOING TO KNOXVILLE, TENN., 

WHICH HE LATER CHANGED TO SAY WHITESBURG, TENN. TO VISIT HIS
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PAGE FOUR

SIX TEAR OLD SON BY A PRIOR MARRIAGE.

PERSONAL PROPERTY IN POSSESSION JERRY RAY VAS PHOTOSTATTED 

BY MEMPHIS PD. COPIES BEING REVIEWED TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT 

ANY INFO OF PERTINENCE THEREIN. SOME DATA CONJSTED OF C^T[DENTI 

FI CATION CARD AND CORRSSPQDENCE WITH MARJORIEFETT^IK^AND VARIOUS 

NEWSPAPER CORRESPONDENTS. AIRMAIL COPY TO^L LOUIS.

P. END.
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teletype

7-10-48 

plaintext

URGENT

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-88881)

FROM SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-581)

MURKIM, CB. >
BE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE JULY MIO, LAST. /

DEMI8 NICHOL^S^MOTTY, MAMSOR CSDMTn/ULIMOIS, SOKOVS 

onrics, abased ojs^b taiko to wiuje io, AsspeijATE or 

JOSH MC ClJNrOOtfAND MASOUD RICKARD WlIGSflh AMD INFORM® 

IO THAT THE FBI WAS INTERESTED IM TALKING TO HIM, AT WHICH 

TIMM IO STATED O WOULD GET IM TOUCH WITH JHt FBI IM AITOR, 
ILLINOIS, IM TO MMAR FUTURE. X^

EFFORTS TO 1DHRTIFT JOEHMNTt (FHQMMTIC) HATH BIB UN­

PRODUCTIVE IM THE ALTON AOA-;*" WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO 

XBMMTIFT JOS HEINTZ AMD IWTSEVIEV WILUS IO.

AIRMAIL COFT SENT ST. LODIS, MWMI8 AMD CHICAGO.

1- Chicago (44-1114) AM

(4)
<^4'7 7 <—/,cy 7

JUL I 2 1968. - 
FBI —ST. LOUIS i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F B ! j

Date: 7/11/68

Transmit the following in ---------------------- PLAINTEXT---------------------------------------------- 1
(Type in plaintext or code) ‘

w TELETYPE URGENT 1
(Priority) ।

_________________________________________________________________________________________ L

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN. y
REFERENCE IS MADE ToXl TEL TO BUREAU JULY TEN LASjX^ 

PAMELA JANE SCHNADER, EX-WIFE OF JOHN MCCLINjX^ 

ADVISED JULY TEN SIXTYEIGHT MC CLINTOCH AND HERSELF LEFT FOR 

CALIFORNIA APPROXIMATELY JULY FIFTEEN SIXTYSEVEN AND RETURNED 

TO ALTON, ILLINOIS IN NOVEMBER, SIXjYSEVEN. SHE ADVISED SHE S' 

BELIEVED HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON WAS LIVING WITH WILLIEX 
•RW-------- ----------- *----------- ------- - ------ --- ^-----

IN THE ELEVEN HUNDRED BLOCK OF EAST FOURTH STREET, ALTON, 

ILLINOIS, IN JULY AND AUGUST, SIXTYSEVEN. SHE SAID SHE 

NEVER KNEW COVINGTON OR I,EE TO WEAR A HAT OR COVERALLS. SHE 

SAID SHE HAD HEARD COVINGTON HAD A GUN BUT DID NOT KNOW WHAT 

KIND AND HAD NEVER SEEN IT. SHE DID NOT ASSOCIATE WITH 

COVINGTON VERY MUCH AND HAD NEVER HEARD HER HUSBAND SPEAK OF 

ANY BANK ROBBERIES IN HER PRESENCE. SHE FURTHER STATED SHE 

1 - Springfield (44-561) Vv'77^/z?//

- Chicago (44-114)(Info) 
- Memphis (44-1987)(Info) 
V St. Louis (44-775)(Info)

Approved:------------------------------------------Sent__________________M per_________________
Special Agent in Charge
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B 44-1987

Will verity that 3«O3 Sheridan M.. Wlan. Ill

i Ml-
Shorea Brive.

ST. MOM

2. Will identify GUM X. TIBS, Telephone 729-3931 
in th* Olenbrook Satrol Service. Glenview. Ill
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7/12/66

teletype urgent

TO: DIRECTOR, m (44-38881)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-861)

MUREIN; RM

mb Springfield teletype lKyxd jolt blow last.

gw WILLIAM MBMdf; ALTOS, ILLINOIS ND, ADVISED JOLT 

TWELVE, MIMITEEM SIXTY EIGHT, HIS/rfBCOBDS CONTAINED BO INFOR­

MATION PERTAINING TO ^^ENTB((PlKNtETIC) .

LEADS TOR QUINCY, ILLINOIS CONCERNING ASSOCIATE OF HAROLD 

RICHARDCOVIMG^W HAVE BEER SET GOT UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 

ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT SI CHE SU OKE FOOR C FOR FURTHER INFORMA­

TION OH JOLT TWELVE NINETEEN SIXTY EIOKT HAVE BEEN NMctIVE TO 

DATS. WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO INTERVIEW WILLIBLtt AND 

HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AMD WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED.

AU KAIL COPIES ARB BEING SENT TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND 

ST. LOUIS.

1 - Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (Info) (AM) 
>* Monphla (44-1887) (Info) (AH) 
1/ St. Louin (44-775) (Info) (AM) 
OC/tlp
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7/15/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: SAC, SPRINGFIELD

FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775) P

RE: MURKIN

By alrtel 7/10/68, Memphis advised JERRY RAY was 
arrested by the Memphis PD 7/9/68, and charged with being 
drunk. Notes and papers found in his possession were copied 
by the police who made copies available to Memphis* Offices 
receiving copies of this airtel were requested to conduct necess­
ary investigation to insure that;persons whose names, eta., 
appeared have no particular significance to this investigation.

Among the leads set for st. Louis was one to interview 
JOHNNY LEE LUCAS, BR 1-9949, who JERRY RAY claimed is a friend. 
It Is noted that BR 1 exchange is located in Illinois/

SA SPURGEON J. PETERSON determined from ED UMPHRES, 
Chief Special Agent, Southwestern Bell Telephone Co., SIMO, 
(Confidential) on 7/15/68, telephone BR 1-9949 is listed to 
RICHARD EARL JACKSON, 152 North 6th St., Lovejoy, Ill., and 
that the only JOHNNY LUCAS listed on the east side resides at 2200 
Market St., East St. Louis, til., telephone #874-5588.

THE SPRINGFIELD OFFICE: - ,

Is requested to conduct requested investigation

AT LOVEJOY AND EAST ST. LOUIS, ILLINOIS

2 - Springfield v 
1 - Memphis (44-1987) 

^t^* St. Louis 
JIRD:mCk
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7/12/68

TO

AIRTEL

'W
H#R

Erectors fbi u*-m6i>

MC„ KANSAS CITY (1^-760)

ReBuairtel to Kansasi City, dated VW#* ; r

For information St/ Louis, ref erencddairtdl esntHned * 
two copies of a letter from one CLIFFORD EDMONDSOitr Veterans^ 
Hospital» Topeka, Kansas. This letter hedbi^forwerded to the 
Bureau from the Department who had received w totter fr» 
United States Senator STUART SYMINGTON* The “letter whioh wao ; . 
dated 6/8/68 and signed by CLIFFORD EDMONDSON stated in essence / 
that he had served time ,in theUnitad States Mediaal C^ir ht jX 
SpHsgfitld, Missouri> &8 anchor prisoner toerf J^M^OBEl 

. , had at that time told him th<« guard at the^HSSFWrfiK> v/ 
that he was a member of a group who would pay to have" Dr. " - V 
MAMIN LUTHER KING killed. EDMUNDSON indicated in hi# letter 
that LONG is now at Leavenworth. _ / _ ^ ,

Effort, were Md« to eontaet EDMONDSON at th. Veterans/ 
Hospital, Topeka, Umm, «B teJ/68, koftMT, «&£NNJ$Ifi£ftSOH< . 
fheAssistant Registrar, Veterans Hospital, adTi«U41sl#PK P. 
HUSTON that EDMONDSON had eloped from th. ho«pital6/13/68.H«' 
was discharged froja the hospital on 6/WM against medical 
adslwet-as^a.raaulX of -ihia elopeme Hit hoM of tecord was '. “ 
listed as 2808 East 10th, Kansa , Mi.»wwl,.aad fe^ atothajr '' 
was listed as ita^I^E^-AD___ residence MIS Northhypn,. x 
Independanoe,"Missouri ~

Bateau
W- «v Usuis 

a - Kano#* City 
WHt» 
(8) SEARCHED.. 

SERIAL^
Im^S

JUL 14 1968: -
FBI—SAINT LOUIS "

nQ£-i3
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KC #4-760

J; Mr. HENDERSON advised that EDMONDSON had been 
incarcerated at the Medical Center for Federal Prisoners to 
serve a sentence received in a court-martial for the murder 
of < member of the United States Air Force. EDMONDSON’s 
conviction however was subsequently reversed due to hit 
mental capabilities at the time ef the murder. EDMONDSON 

' had Air Force Serial No. 17460248 and io described as * 
Negro male, date of birth

LEADS -«Jk\\;^
'st. LOUIS DIVISION ^fU

At St. Louis, Missouri

Will review the Air Forc^records pertaining to 
EDMONDSON, Air Force Serial No. and report results
to Kansas City. Bureau has instructed prompt handling.- ,

KANSAS CITY DIVISION ’ '

Springfield, Missouri

Will review records United States Medical Center 
re EDMONDSON^7 .

At Kansas City, Missouri

Effort to locate and interview EDMONDSON will be 
held in abeyance pending results of record checks set forth J 
above in view of possible mental abnormality on the part of 
EDMONDSON.
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Air tel

7AVM

Mnetor, MX (44-3SM1)

mu

BelCairtol 7/UUM.

vnlaan otter cirtnuMitaaoM mold 
locating ate interviewing Clifford

to light of hi# grevians coart a#rti*l tor

anitnMe cantion*
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♦FD-36 Jpev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 7-17-68

Transmit the following in

Via TELETYPE

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861)(MAIL) 
KANSAS CITY (44-760)

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775)

MURKIN RX: CLIFFORD V. EDMONDSON

RE KANSAS CITY AIRTEL, JULY TWELVE LAST, AND BUAIRTEL

JULY FIFTEEN LAST

RECORDS MPRC, SLMO, REVEAL EDMONDSON* AFSN ONE SEVEN

FOUR SIX ZERO TWO FOUR EIGHT, SERVED IN USAF JUNE TWENTYFIVE 

FIFTYSIX TO JULY TWENTYSIX FIFTYEIGHT AND DISHtNORABLY DIS-

CHARGED AS AIRMAN THIRD CLASS PURSUANT TO SENTENCE OF GENERAL

COURT-MARTIAL

ON DEC. TWELVE FIFTYSEVEN EDMONDSON WAS CONVICTED BY

GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL AT GOOSE AFB, LABRADOR, FOR ON OR ABOUT

JUNE TWENTYTHREE SIXTYSEVEN, WITH PRE-MEDITATION, MURDERED

ANOTHER AIRMAN. BY MEANS OF SHOOTING HIM WITH A FORTYFIVE

CALIBER PISTOL. SENTENCED DISHONORABLE DISCHARGE, FORFEITURE

^P- St. Louis 

1 - Bureau 
1 - Memphis (44-1987) 
GTJ:amb 
(3)

< ^^^ y<D^^

:HED_ 
■ '.ZD

FF

SentApproved: LH/_______
' 'Special Agent in Charge
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FBI |

Date: I

Transmit the following in ------------------------------------- -- ------------- —-------------------------------- 1
(Type in. plaintext or code) 1

Via------- ------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------;1
(Priority) ।

________________________________________________________________________________________ J______________ T
SL 44-775 
PAGE TWO 

OF ALL PAY AND ALLOWANCES, AND CONFINEMINT AT HARD LABOR FOR 

THE TERM OF HIS NATURAL LIFE, HOWEVER, ON OCT. TEN SIXTYSEVEN 

PURSUANT TO DIRECTION OF SECRETARY OF AIR FORCE, FINDINGS 

AND SENTENCE WERE SET ASIDE. HE WAS RELEASED FROM CONFINEMENT 

AT MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS, SPRINGFIELD, MO.

EDMONDSON RECEIVED DIAGNOSIS "SCHIZOPHRENIC REACTION, 

PARANOID TYPE, CHRONIC, WITH ACUTE EXACERBATION AS CHARACTERIZED 

BY AN INDIVIDUAL WITH A LIFE HISTORY WHICH DEMONSTRATES THE 

ENCIPIENT SEEDS OF A SCHIZOPHRENIC TYPE PERSONALITY WITH THE 

EVIDENCE OF MOUNTING PARANOID TYPE OF REACTION THROUGHOUT 

THE YEARS CULMINATING IN A GROSS PSYCHOTIC DISORGANIZATION 

AT THIS TIME WITH ONLY PARTIAL AMALIORATION SEEN CURRENTLY.** 

RECORDS INDICATED EDMONDSON HAD MADE TWO SUICIDE ATTEMPTS 

AND THAT IN SIXTYTHREE ELECTROSHOCK THERAPY WAS INITIATED 

■ v FOLLOWING SELF-MUTILATION ATTEMPT.

[ DETAILED AIRTEL FOLLOWS.

AIRMAIL COPY SENT MEMPHIS.

I IN VIEW OF THE CRIME FOR WHICH EDMONDSON CONVICTED AND

HIS MENTAL CONDITION HE SHOULD BE APPROACHED WITH CAUTION.

I P
Approved: _______________________________ Sent_________________M Per -----------------------------

Special Agent in Charge
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In reply* to this letter, please Wire on the cDvckpe;—• 

Number.&SJ.fy' Name &.l>l.£.Vj). 

H.M. PRISON,
HEATHFIELD ROAD.

;' WANDSWORTH,
' LONDON, 5.W U
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7/15/68 

PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

TO : DIRECTOR. FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

MURKIN 

’■CHICAGO DAILY KEVS’* BLUE STREAK EDITION, JULY FIFTEEN 

INSTANT CARRIES FRONT PAGE HEADLINE "RAY AMITS HE IS 8NEYD.’ *’ 

ARTICLE RELATES PAPER OBTAINED COPY OF TWO PAGE HANDWRITTEN 

LETTER FROM RAY TO A MARRIED SISTER WHO LIVES IN ST. LOUIS 

SUBURB SIGNED "LORD R. G. SNEYD. " UNDATED LETTER SENT FROM 

lONDON’S HEATHFIELD ROAD PRISON WHERE RAY INCARCERATED. LETTER 
WAS IN RESPONSE TO A LETTER SENT TO THE PRISON BY JMB/tf 

A BROTHER, ADDRESSED TO JAMES EARL RAY AT HEATHFIELD ROAD 

PRISON. JOHNRAY IS CONVINCED LETTER IS GENUINE AND WAS SENT 

BY RAY DESPITE THE SIGNATURE BASED ON HANDWRITING, LANGUAGE 

OF THE LETTER AND PERSONAL COMMENTS. LETTER WRITTEN ON BLUE- 

RULED STATIONERY BEARING PRISON LETTERHEAD. PUBLISHED PORTION 

OF LETTER IS AS FOLLOWS: TSAR JOHN, I WILL JUST WRITS YOU A
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PA® TWO

FEW HRBS TO LET YOU no* EVERYTHING is allright, i: will 

PROBABLY BE BACK SHORTLY.

ANYWAY, DON’T COME OVER, TOR ONE, YOU COULDN'T GET 

IN, ATTORNEY HANES COULDN'T, AND TWO, IT’S TOO EXPENSIVE.

ABOUT JUDGE CASEY WANTING TO REVERSE MY CASE, I DON’T 

WANT IT REVERSED I WILL EXPLAIN LATER, BUT YOU SNOW THEIR 

THINGS ARE NOT DOING ANYTHING TO BENEFIT MX.

IF YOU ortjLD, I WOULD LIKE BOB YOU TO GIVE THE ATTORNEY 

ARTHUR HAN^S SIX HUNDRED DOLLARS TOUCAN GET SOME OF IT OFF 

JERRY AND I WILL STRAIGHTEN IT^U^WITH YOU WHEN I GET BACK.

YOU MENTION PERCY TOIpliAN. BE IS A GOOD ATTORNEY BUT I 

WILL WAIT UNTIL I GET BACK AS I WANT SOME ATTORNEYS WHO CAN 

WORK TOGETHER, SO ITNILL LET HANES DECIDE ON SOMEONE HE THINKS 

WOULD BE BEST.

I COULD APPEAL MY EXTRADITION HEARING BUT I AM GETTING 

TIRED OF LISTENING TO THESE LIARS, SO I NIGHT CLOSE IT UP 

ABOUT TUESDAY.

LORD R. G. SNEYD."
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PAGE THREE

SECTION OF LETTER REFERRING TO PERSONAL FAMILY MATTERS 

DELETED AT REQUEST OF FAMILY.

JOHN RAY FEELS UTTER CONSTITUTES "STRONG EVIDENCE'* 

HIS BROTHER DID NOT KILL DOCTOR KING FOR HE WOULD NOT CM- 

SU8R3SIGNING EXTRADITION PAPERS.
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