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FD-302 (Rev. 4.1544)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

11-21-68

Mi’S. SARAH HALE, 1825 Lafayette Street, St. Louis,
Missouri, advised she had resided at that address, which is 
a two-story, single-family, brick dwelling, for the past ^22 
years and that no part of the premises had ever been rented 
to other individuals during that period. She was unable to 
identify the names utilized by RAY or photographs of him as 
pertaining to any person she has ever known. No such person 
ever stayed at, or occupied any portion of, her home at that 
address during the period of her residence. She was likewise/ 
unabli to recall ever having been acquainted with any member 
of the RAY family. > .

/ jl-21-68nf St. Louis, Missouri p>ua SL 44-775 < &&

SA HAROLD R. DOBSON:amb < 11-21-6^
by- Date dictated

. This, document contain* neither recommendation* nor conclusions of the: FBI. It Is the propertyof the FBIandj*. loaned.toyour agency;
< it and Its contents are hot to be distributed outside your agency.
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11-21-68

airtel AIWI1

TO:

Hl

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
SAC, ST. LOUIS ^4-m) F

MWIN
CR
OO:ME

Re Birmingham tel to Bureau, Memphis, and SL, 11-20-68, 
concern! ngreg is tr at ion card 9022 located at QranadaHotel 
for JOHN L. RAYNES for 8-26-67, giving home address of 1825

Enelcmed to Memphis are 15 copies of FD-302 of inter­
view with SARAH M. HALE, 1825 Lafayette,SLMO,l 1-21-68.

with
Review of SL Hlefalled to identify 1828 Uftyejte 

l#y kten #ti# - .

4-29
It was noted, however, JOHN EUGENE GAVRQN stated 

and 5-1-68, he and RAY frequented a bar, telleved te 
te Ruby*s te, lite Known as ttte Haven te, feUf^te : 
)#twte of 18th St. during 1956. (See SL report of SA HAROLO 
Ri DOBSON, 5-10-68, cover pages R O S.) GRtfRON subsequently 
advised en 5-14-68, the correct name of the bar was Opal’s 
te^ later known as The Haven Bar. (See SL report of SA DOBSON, 
6-25-68, steer page Y) * ' ? ; ■: ■ . "

ORAL HIGHLY advised on 5-15-68, she had operated 
Opal *s Bar at l805 Lafayette from 1947 to 1961? Rhe was unable 
to recall RAY as having been a patron but recalled JACK (LNU), 
whose description fitted GAWRON, a# a frequent cue tester,. 
(Sii O^ll #^ page 84) v

1 Birmingham (44-1740) (Info) 
temphis (44-1987) (too. 15) 
Ai: fioiiif /

SEA 
SEB 
IND
RUD

CHED ■ ;

(ED 1 'C? ' ■ •'
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>44-775 :

From the foregoing it would appear H#Y was probably 
generally familiar with the 18th had Lafayette area in 81*. i

- The current SJ* City Directed M. HALF
ns the resident at 1825 I*afayette, SLMO.

This address was observed by SA DOBSON on 11-21*68, 
to be a two-story single-family brick dwelling. Mrs. HALE 
advised him on the same date she had resided there for the 
past 22 years. She has never rented any portion of the premises 
to other persons during this period. Sho was unable to identify 
the names utilised by BAY or photographs of him as pertaining 
to any person she has ever known. She whs likewise unable 
to recall ever having been acquainted with any member of HAY*s
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

nntB November 22, 1968

Mr. CHARLIE TRONCALE, owner-manager, Granada
Hotel, 2230 Fourth Avenue, North, made available the guest 
registration cards for his hotel during the period 
August 22 - 28, 1967, inclusive. A review of these cards 
resulted in the location of guest registration No. 9022 
for one JOHN L. RAYNS, residence 1825 Lafayette St., St. Louis, 
Mo., who checked in at 9:05 a.m. on Saturday, August 26, 1967, 
and was assigned to Room 210 by Desk Clerk ADRIAN M. KOONCE 
at a rate of $4.50. No record was maintained as to the 
time of checkout or method of travel. The card reflected 
the guest had luggage. The original of this card has been 
forwarded to the FBI Laboratory at Washington, D. C., for 
appropriate handwriting comparison.

A record was obtained of the names and addresses
(where recorded) of the approximately 150 guests, other 
than permanent residents, during the period for which the 
cards were reviewed and two copies of the list are being 
transmitted to the Memphis FBI Office. No guest card was 
observed for any "RAOUL" or similar name during the period 
involved.

Upon observing the guest registration card of
RAYNS, Mr. ADRIAN M. KOONCE identified his initials as 
having roomed RAYNS, but stated that due to the elapsed 
time he had no independent recollection of him. He stated 
he had previously been exhibited a photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY and was unable to identify that individual.

No further information was obtainable from 
Mr. KOONCE or other personnel of the Granada Hotel.

On 11/20-21/68 ot Birmingham, Alabama fh«^ BH 44-1740
ME 44-1987

bv SA HENRY A. SN0W:mfl_________________ Date „HnM 11/22/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 11/22/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)(P)

MURKIN

11/20/68.
ReBuairtel, 11/14/68, and Birmingham teletype

Attached for information of the Bureau are four
copies of FD-302 reflecting location of guest registration 
card for JOHN L. RAYNS at Granada Hotel, Birmingham, on 
date 8/26/67. Five "copies of this FD-302 are forwarded 
to Memphis, and one each to interested offices.

Two copies of an insert are attached for the
Bureau and five copies for Memphis regarding a previous 
search of the records at the Granada Hotel for the period 
10/23-31/67, inclusive, which resulted negatively and was 
based upon Bureau telephone call, 11/9/68.

Two copies of legible handwii tten list of regis­
tration cards at the Granada Hotel are being furnished 
Memphis in response to reBuairtel, 11/14/68, in order that 
the names thereon may be compared with lists submitted 
by the Mobile, New Orleans and, possibly, San Antonio 
Divisions.

3 - Bureau (Enc. 6)
2 - Memphis (Enc. 12) (44-1987)
1 - Mobile (Enc. 1)
1 - New Orleans (Enc. 1) ,
2^- San Antonio %Enc. 1) " l^
1J.Z St. Louis (Ew. 1) “ CZT.7 . "
2 - Birmingham [seri । n
HAS:mfl 
(11)

Approved: ------------------------------------------------ Sent M Per _______________ '____
Special Agent in Charge
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY I9Q EDITION
GSA FPMf» (41 CFR) Bt-tl.t

UNITED STATES GO MENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
ATTN: FBI LABORATORY

date: 11/22/68

SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)(P)

subject: MURKIN

Re Bureau airtel 11/14/68, and Birmingham 
teletype 11/20/68.

Enclose^please find the original of a 
registration car believed for subject RAY under alias  
JOHN L, RAYNS.ZThis reflects his registration at 

aturday, 8/26/67, at the Grenada Hotel, 
Birmingham, a third rate institution, giving residence
address of 1825 Lafayette St., St. Louis, Missouri

It is requested 
on the three lines of the 
with known handwriting of

that the handwriting appearing 
registration card be compared 
subject RAY. A Xerox copy

of the registration card is also enclosed for the Bureau
and each office receiving
ADRIAN KOONCE, Clerk 
of RAYNS.

has
this communication. Mr. 
no independent recollection

A review of 
period 8/22-28/67 has

all registration cards during the
been completed without noting

any significant card which might be indicative of the
presence of "RAOUL" during the period 
names will be furnished Memphis.

A list of the

2 - Bureau (Enc. 2)(AM - RM)
2 - Memphis (44-1987)(Enc. 1)(AM)
2 - Mobile (Enc.

New Orleans 
^- St. Louis (Ei 
2 - Birmingham 
HAS:sJ m 
(12)

1)(AM)
Enc. 1)(AM)
L 1)(AM) kERiAf

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FD-302 (Rev. 4 15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 December 13, 1968

GEORGE SEYMOUR HELLER, 1337 West Fargo, Chicago, 
Illinois, phone 262-4854, was interviewed at his place of 
employment, the Bernard Harwich branch of the Jewish Commun­
ity Centers of Chicago, 3003 West Touhy, Chicago, Illinois, 
phone RO 1^9100,> where he is employed as a social group 
worker. -w. HELLER advised that some time in the summer of 
1967, he ran an ad in the ’’Chicago Tribune” for the sale of 
a 1959 Chrysler, green over white. He said that the manager 
of the Sunoco Station, Lunt and Western Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois, named MAURICE (LNU), acted as his agent. After 
the ad had been run in the paper, he received a call from 
MAURICE (LNU), telling him that a party had called about the 
car and would be at the gas station. HELLER went to the 
gas station and waited for the purchaser to arrive. He 
first observed the purchaser alone walking into the gas sta-
tion. 
almost 
pants.
istics. 
graphs,

This individual was dressed in a green jacket, dressed 
as in a government issued fatigue jacket and green
He was neat and clean and had no unusual character- 
Mr. HELLER was exhibited a group of nine photo- 
three of which were photographs taken at different

times of JAMES EARL RAY. Mr. HELLER picked out photo num­
ber 00416 dated January 4, 1966, and stated that this photo­
graph would be the closest resemblance to the purchaser of 
his car; however, he could not state definitely that the 
individual represented by this photograph was identical 
to the purchaser. He also advised that he has seen numerous 
photographs of JAMES EARL RAY in the news media and has 
never once associated him with the purchaser of his Chrysler
He was shown 
he could not

additional photographs of RAY and stated that 
say that RAY was identical to the purchaser.

He 
that he was

said that his overall impression of RAY was 
lanky” and of the "hillbilly type”. He com­

mented that RAY was extremely quiet and said no more than 
a dozen words during their conversation, which was completely 
about the Chrysler. RAY made no comment as to his residence, 
employment, or any other matters of a personal nature. RAY 
also made no comment concerning the reason for the purchase 
of the car and in fact seemed to have very little interest _

{SEARCH ED....
^ERIApZFl^^np^

On 12/13/68 at Chicago, Illinois File
FBI — SAINT LOUIS

hy SA RENE J. DUMAINE Date dictated 12/13/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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CG 44-1114

^ ^^^ "&'• < 4-*
at HELLER’S comments concerning the vehicle. RAY made no 
mention of utilizing the car for a long trip and asked no 
questions as to the roadability of the car. He appeared 
to be purchasing it merely for transportation. RAY also 
did not argue about the price and paid in cash the $200, 
which was HELLER.’s asking price. HELLER further related 
that^thSre^v/as nothing unusual about the money, that he 
did not believe it was new currency, and he could not re­
call the specific denominations of the bills.

HELLER advised that the only thing that stuck
in his mind concerning RAY was that he -was very quiet. 
HELLER took the Illinois license plates off of the car 
and RAY drove it away. HELLER had no further contact 
with him.
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

s-c

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

William Bradford Huie

By MANUEL CHAIT 
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff

public ever learning the identity 
of any conspirators in the as­
sassination of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, writer Wil­
liam Bradford Huie said here 
vesterday.

</? “I think I know of at least 
. tiree men who were, personally 

■' involved in Dr. King’s death.
^unless James Earl Ray ls 
Headed to become a goverri- 

witness and d i sc loses 
pames, there is virtually 

pri^pect that they will be re­
’ Huie said.

ho has contracted with 
the rights to his life 

|,|yd that despite the pro- 
eAent of Attorney Gener- 

Clark that Ray acted 
le killing, “the Fed- 

pu of Investigation has 
ining around the coun- 

^ng my leads, looking

St.LouisPost- 
Dispatch 
St .Louis,Mo•

_ ^persons involved In 
%eplot and trying to make a

‘ ease against them.”
; Difficult to Prove
’ But under our system of jus­
. tice, Huie observed, a conspira­

cy is difficult to prove without 
th® defendant speaking out. “In­

* * deed, I undertook the writing of 
: Ray’s life for the primary pur- 
impose of persuading him to be­

; come a government witness, an 
informant in the case, naming 

. others who tock part.
; “While Arthur Hanes was his 
i attorney, I had high hopes this 
■ would- be done, because Hanes 
* holds the same view of Ray’s 
I role in.the affair as myself.
. “Now that Percy Foreman 
1 has taken bver from Hanes as 
; Ray’s attorney, the question of 
| whether Ray testifies becomes 
i another kettle of fish. Foreman 
jj has a reputation for winning to 
• think about”
, Huie, who is preparing a book 
* on the life of Ray, was inter­
' v i e w e d in his motel room, 
- where he was waiting for the 
; weather to clear to permit his 

departure from the Lambert-St.
i Louis Field. He was bound for 
‘ New York, to discuss the details 
^.of. the book with Dell publish-

(Post-Dispatch Photograph)

Date:

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Title:

12-29-68

Character:

or

Classification:

Submitting Office: SLMO
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^^^^^^ -bon. It’s highly unnstuM ta 
‘ ^ ^. » * A#?*Wto tell the truth; He isM 
' ZS? wth persons who ^ t'loner ^ ^ ^ is a 
AST L’u ’ S’ l»ni fabricator ” '
’ Strangely enough, Huie said, 

.,»lfc">''’‘ofte information that
soun Penitentiary at Jefferson Ray has related in the 30,0001 

* j y ™ the State. Hospital at handwritten words he has pro-| 
t Fulton. ■ - vided Huie from his jail cell in 
‘ Escape From Prison . Memphis have checked out to

“Ray’s account of how he es- be true. .

area talking with persons who 
knew the Ray family when they

caped from the prison on April To s u p p o r t the statement, 
23, 1967—by going over the wall

’ —was fanciful and probably a 
’ damned lie,” Huie. said. “After 
• checking with Warden Harold 
‘ Swenson and others at the pris­
on I am pretty well convinced 
J that he got out as they say he 
J did—by hiding in a large bread 
e box on a truck taking out bak- 
•’ery products.”
* Huie said that he intended to 
‘■insert the authorities’ account 
‘ of Ray’s escape in the third in- 
♦ stallment of a series of articles 
J on Ray that he is writing for 
• Look Magazine. The third arti- 
* cle will appear in February, 
f Ray’s version of the escape ap- 
* p^ared in the first Article.
‘ Huie was not visibly disturbed 
‘ by Ray’s falsehood. “It’s hot 
J the first time that I’ve caught 
’ him in a lie. Ray has practiced 
-.deception since the day he was

Huie displayed several maps 
drawn by Ray of locales in Can­
ada, M e x.i c o and the United 
States where he had stayed for 

, periods after his escape from 
the Missouri prison. “In almost 
all instances, I have been able 
to verify every detail with land­
ladies, bartenders, prostitutes 
and other. persons with whom 
he came in contact at those 
places,” Huie said.

Huie has paid $30,000 to Ray 
for the exclusive rights to his 
life story. The money was sub­
sequently turned over to Hanes 
for legal fees. Huie said wheth­
er he pays additional money to 
Ray will depend on w h e t her 
Foreman permits Ray to contin­
ue supplying material to Huie.

Huie said that he d e c i d e d 
a g a i n s t talking to Ray’s two 
brothers who live in St. Louis, 

* John Larry Ray and Jerry Ray. 
’ “They are part of James Ray’s 

miserable existerice that preced­
ed April 1967 — the start of the 
period that I am most interest­
ed in,” Huie said.

Huie said he has logged about 
25,000 miles the last few months 
tracing Ray’s odyssey that end­
ed with his arrest in London 
last June 8. “I believe I know 
where Ray spent every night in 
those 15 months,’’ he said.

The experience has convinced 
Huie that Ray was a dupe in a 
complex scheme to kill Dr. 
King, perpetrated by a bitter 
white group that hopes to 
achieve a violent racial conflict 
in the United States.

As Huie described it in one
article, ‘ ‘Dr. King was io be 
murdered for effect. His murder 
was planned. not by impulsive 
men who hated him personally, 
though they probably, did hate 
him. buX by calculating inen

New Orleans.
, He dismissed the argument 
that Ray’sbumbling career as a 
petty holdup man and burglar 
indicated a general lack Of intel­
ligence. “Ray has a sharp crim­
inal mind. He has done some 
self-educating in prison and is 
far from being a stupid man.”

Ray’s trial was postponed last 
.month to March 3 to give Fore- . 
mantime to prepare his de- 
fense.The trial will be held in 
Shelby County Criminal Court 
at Memphis, where Dr. King 
was shot to death by a sniper 
when standing on a motel 
balcony.

Huie said that the book on the 
assassination, which will be 

, called, “They Slew the Dream­
er,” will be his last nonfiction 
work. He has written 17 books, 
including “Three LiVes for Mis­
sissippi,” based on the murder 
of three civil rights workers in 
Neshoba county, Mississippi.

His present assignment, he re­
marked, has been particularly 
demanding. “I’ve passed my fif­
ty-eighth birthday, but today, 
snowbound and with a bad cold, 
I feel more like 100.

“When I finish this book, I 
plan to go back home to Hart­
selle (Am.) and relax and play 
golf every day. I’ve got a home 
down there and even though I 
have to keep my old riot gun 
handy in case some of the 
neighbors act up it’s still a nice 
place/to live.” j

who»wanted to use his murder 
to trigger violent conflicts Be­
tween white and Negro citi- . 
zens.”

Huie said that the money paid 
i ^ Pr’ King’s death T'o t a 1 e~d
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in
Date: January 28, 1969

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

TO

DirectorROM:

MURKIN

SAC, St. Louis (44-775)

(44-38861)

Re Detroit teletype to the Bureau dated 1/25/69.

Earl Dowdy ’’Detroit News” city desk advised he
received anonymous telephone call from a female who stated 
that James Earl Ray did not murder Martin Luther King, Jr., 
but that one Clifford Greeves is the person who killed 
Martin Luther King, Jr. According to the anonymous caller, 
Greeves bears a very strong resemblance to Ray and Greeves 
resides at 11057 Margate Hall Drive, Bridgeton, Missouri, 
and is employed by the Pepsi Cola Company at St. Louis, 
Missouri. Dowdy stated the caller sounded rational and she 
refused to disclose her identity.

St. Louis locate and interview Greeves and conduct 
all necessary investigation to thoroughly resolve this matter
as well as any information stemming from interview 
You should determine whereabouts of Greeves during 
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. (4/4/68). 
keep the Bureau fullg informed.

of Greeves. 
period of
You should

Based on available data, Clifford Greeves not 
identifiable in Bureau files.

1 - Memphis (44-1987)
SEARCHED______ INDEXED,..^.... 
SERIALJ^Jhr^TttTD^^^

JAM 3 01959

Sent Via
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F B I

who

2

2 -

Sent

be able to answer any inquiries from persons in their areas 
* may have been subpoenaed

Attorney General PHIL A. CANALE, Shelby County Courthouse, 
Tennessee

0

4

2 -

(21

MURKINSUBJECT

Mobile

St

(P)FROM:

FBITO: DIRECTOR

FD-J® (R«v. 12-13-5®)

Date: 2/18/69

Transmit the following in
(Type ip plain text or code)

Via, AIRTEL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

SAC, MEMPHIS

(44-38861)

(44-1987)

All pfficps receiving copies of this airtel should 
note that the trial in instant ease has been postponed from
March 3, 1969, until April 7 
Shelby County Criminal Court

1969 in Division III of the
Memphis, Tenn In the event

you receive inquiries from any witnesses who have been previously
subpoenaed, you should advise them that their testimony will 

desired for the new trial on 4/7/69still be
need for

Memphis,

Paris

2 -

If they have any
further details, they should correspond directly with

The Bureau is requested to advise Legats London, 
and Ottawa of the postponement in order that they may

Bureau
Atlanta
Birmingham
Chicago
Kansas City
Los Angeles

New Orleans
Louis

Memphis

JCHsjap

Approved:

SL-st. louis
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■ In view of plans being laid throughout the country 
for the ohsorvanoo of 4/4/69 as a memorial observance for 
’hRTO LOTH IS KIKG, it is suggested that the Bureau consider 
requesting all offices to advise Memphis of any information 
they way receive.which would indicate that militant groups 
or individuals plan to cone to Memphis on 4/4/69 and who may 
regain to demonstrate or otherwise disrupt subject’s trial on 
4/7/69.
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Kirksville ^aily 
Express

Date:

Edition:

Author

Editor:

Title:

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

PM

for

arose

plea to guilty.
Battle told Ray that "this is a

penitentiary.
Is this what you want to do?

Battle asked.

it can rest.

Mo

FBI ST. LOUIS

SENTENCE”
Character:

or

Classification:

SLSubmitting Office:

FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

99-Year Sentence
Tenn. (UP1)-MEMPHIS, 

James Earl Ray, indicating he
was part of an assassination
conspiracy, pleaded guilty today 
to the murder of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and a jury, by

. prearrangement, sentenced him
to 99 years in prison.

The state presented a handful
of witnesses and, an hour and
55 minutes after the sudden
trial started, Ray was convict-

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

James Earl Ray

Page 1

Kirksville

ed. He made the guilty plea in
return for the 99-year sentence, 
rather than take the chance of
being sentenced to die had he 
gone on with his scheduled April
7 trial

A jury must try all cases in 
Tennessee- even in guilty pleas

3-10-69

since the jury sets the 
penalty. All 12 jurors- two of 
them Negroes-agreed to the 
deal of a 99-year sentence

UPI Disp
E.E.SWAIN
"RAY PLEADS

before they were sworn in 
The jury simply voted by

GUILTY 99-YEAR

hand in their seats, never MURKIN
leaving the courtroom.

Ray’s attorney, famed trial 
lawyer Percey Foreman, and 
today wearing the same dark 
told the jury that they were 
convinced Ray alone killed King 
with a rifle shot last April 4,

| | Being Investigated

and there was no conspiracy.
At that point Ray stood up

- 77^///?
Your honor, I’d like to say 

something. I agree with all 
these stipulations, but I don’t 
agree with these theories on the 
conspiracy.

Preston Battle

( SEARCHED

' Judge W 
asked Ray if he was trying to 
change his guilty plea. Ray said 
"no sir,” and spoke no more
about the conspiracy.

Ray waived all rights for 
appeal, for a new trial or for 
any other legal maneuvers in 

the 99-yearexchange
sentence— which he said was all
that had been promised him

Foreman asked Friday for a
hearing, and rumors that Ray 
would switch his plea to guilty
had been prevalent since then.
Ray entered the courtroom 
today wearing the same dark 
blue Checked suit and light blue
shirt which he wore at earlier
hearings.

The white-haired Foreman-
who claims to have lost only
one client to the electric chair—

and announced "Your
honor, we have a petition for a 
waiver of trial and a change of

compromise and settlement on 
a plea of guilty to murder in the 
first degree and 99 years in the

Yes, I do,” Ray replied.
The jury was led in for a trial 

expected to last no more than a 
few days. The state must make
a brief case against Ray before
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Ml LOU, ;

3-26-69

AIRTEL

SACs, Now_Orleans _(157-10673) 
(^Memphis (44-1937) ??

From: Director FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

ReNOairtel to the Bureau dated 3-18-69.

Memphis should immediately contact. Mr/phil M.
Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby County, Memphis, 
Tennessee, to determin0f Mr. Keiit Courtnoy< publisher of the 
Conservative Journal,/contacted him concorhinginterviow with 
Jerry“Ra y, brother b x James Bari Ray, and if so, action taken 
by Mr. Canale* Furnish results to Bureau and New Orleans

According to recent news releases, Jerry. Ray is 
presently in Memphis, Tennessee. Memphis should, therefore 
locate and interview Jerry Ray for any information he may 
have relative to a conspiracy. It is noted that in 
referenced communication Mr. Kent Courtney stated that when 
Jerry Ray contacted him by telephone, Jerry Ray indicated that 
a conspiracy existed.

In view of the background data concerning Mr, Kent 
Courtney, publisher of the Conservative Journal, New Orleans 
should not have any contact with Cour they. TFany further 
information received from Courtney, immediately advise the 
Bureau. New Orleans should refer to its files concerning 
this background data.

•SEARCH!-'!
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5/1/69

AIRMAIL

TO

FROM:

TOHED
«JZED

RUC

MURKIN

Savannah, and will travel between Savannah and Memphis 
periodically

2 - Bureau 
Memphis (44-1987) 

-Savannah
2

AIBTI1

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

, SAC, ST. LODIS (44-775)

Re Memphis airtel to Director and St. Louis, 4/24/69. zP^

CAROL PEPPER advised SA HOWARD 0. KENNEDY, 4/30/69, 
she had not heard from JKRRY RAY since he left early in 
month; that he had praised to phone her but had not done 
sbj that she had no knowledge or information as to his 
whereabouts; and no reason to believe her brother JOHN knew. 
Denied knowledge of any information upon which statements
to press by JKRRY RAY regarding existence of conspiracy based. 
Agreed FBI would be proper agency to investigate any 
conspiracy, and promised to promptly report to FBI any 
information as to conspiracy orwhereabouts of JERRY RAY 
ecming to her attest ion♦

JOHN RAY advised SA PATRICK W. BRADLMY, 5/1/69, 
JERRY RAY Is traveling with family’s alvil attorney J# B* 
8T0#n of Savannah, Ga that he filled speaking engagement 
at Jacksonville, Fla night of 4/30/6# had left for short 
visit in Memphis, after which he will reside with STONER at

JOHN tad no opinion as to existenoeof conspiracy, 
denied JKRRY had ever told himof same, and stated if J 
made statements regardingsame they were probably based 
on information receivedfromsubject

St. Louis

(7)
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FBI

Sent

w 
fll^X

SERIALIZE

in a Iaii

dated! 4/:!

SACFROM: MEMPHIS

SUBJECT:

Miso

Miss

Via

Miami
Milwaukee

Mobile
Newark
New Haven
New Orleans
New York

Omaha

Richmond
Sacramento

Louis

San Antonio

Savannah
Seattle

DIRECTORTO: FBI

F£V3«h»v. 12-13-56)

Transmit the following In .

AIRTEL

(44-38861)

(44^198'0

IN

a third ’’Look”
By airtel

/14/69

^.^y4 or code)

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

ma^’^in® art ^ c 1®
w Bureau advised that in

wnxio RaoraD huie state
that JAMES EARL RAT tod Bmt th® Mght of 4/2/68 in a motel
near Corinth Th® Bw®w instructed Jackson to review
motel records in and around Whth to determine the identities
of individuals registered there during the period 3/29/68 to
4/3/68 By airtel dated 4/18/0 the Jackson Office advised
the Bureau that motel records at Corinth had been
reviewed under the subjects true name and aliases and had been
reviewed for subject’s Alabama license number
identifiable with the subject was located

Approved:

2 - Bureau
2 - Albany
2 - Albuquerque
2 - Atlanta 2 -
2 - Birmingham 2
2 - Buffalo 2 -
2 - Charlotte 2 ™
2 - Chicago 2 -
2 - Cincinnati 2 -
2 - Cleveland 2
2 - Columbia 2 ~
2 - Dallas 9 -
2 - Denver A"
2 - Detroit
2 - Houston 2 -
2 - Indiahapolis 2 =
2 - Jackson 2 -
2 - Jacksonville 2 -
2 - Kansas City 1
2 - Knoxville
2 - Little Rock
2 - Los Angeles 2 -
2 - Louisville JCH

------- i^M

Minneapolis

Oklahoma City

Philadelphia

8aIt Lake City

Ban Diego

Spring!ield
Tampa
Memphis
?jap

Nothing

SEARCH
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ME 44-1987

By airttel -;r " •■ ; " ' ' -M^ of which were not
furnished th® Bure^w ith - '■ ml oo § ^ wk out leads for
those offices to whom I I communication are designated 
These offices have be< rview several hundred
persons who Spent the night in motels at Corinth# Miss## on or 
about 4/2/68.

In view of the f ^:3 ilot : than a year has passed
since these persons s4 < ; ^ , t Cotinth^ and since
similar investigation pe this case has previously
been unproductive, and I HUIE has admitted that RAY 
frequently is untruthful tementsvtq, him, and further
since it is not believed that it is of'any particular importance 
to establish whether 01 I EARL RAY stayed over night
at Corinth on 4/2/68 sil officer ; I 1 disregard the leads set 
out in Jackson airtel dat« 7 69 u specifically advised 
by the Bureau to cover aam
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ApERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . i

J

b

4 
t

?

!

5

On.

} Date 4/25/69

‘ • Mrs. BERRY (SHIRLEY) SMITH, daughter of the owner
.of Nite~Fall Motel, Highway 45' South, Corinth, Mississippi 
made available the motel registration records for the

1968. The recordsperiod March 29, 1968
reveal the names of guests as follows

HASSELL HALL .
..Luxora, Arkansas < •
-Arkansas license 351, Dodge

.C. P, PRATT 
Atlanta, Georgia

\ Mr. and Mrs. ROY STREMMEL
' Route 1

• Beardstown, Illinois ■ 
Illinois license 173-595, Dodge

ROBERT WILSON . ■ \
’ 508 West Armitoge - "
Marion, Illinois _
.Illinois license HN947, Chevrolet

Mr. and Mrs. MANUEL BOLMAN / '
106 Fairview ?
Alton, Illinois ■ ■ X
Illinois license JV9306, Rambler Station Wagon

FORREST MULLIN
Gosport, Indiana

RONNIE FLANAGAN 
19 Webb Street 
Hammond, Indiana

Z

SEARCHED—iNDEXEEU.

WSizEy^fcS

FBI-~ ST. LOUIS

ot Corinth, Mississippi . Fue# Jackson 157-9586

ty.
SA DONALD' H. GREENE /bdb • 4/24/69

Dote dlctoted________________
This document contains notthor recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
It ond Its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. ‘ , ■ . . . .
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64}

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

HOWARD STARNES, Manager, Illinois Motel, Highway 45
North, Corinth, Mississippi, made available the motel 
registration records for the period March 29, 1968, through 
April 3, 1968. The following individuals were registered 
during this period;

A. D. ASHCRAFT ' . '

1603 Freeman Avenue, Southwest .
Decatur, Alabama

W. L. LEDBETTER ’ .

104 5th Avenue 
. Decatur, Alabama

LEON V. MEADOWS . - .
505 South Conception 
Mobile, Alabama '

L. GARRISON 
1005 Danville Road, Southwest 

. Decatur, Alabama

TERRY JOHNSON '
* 2821 Forest Home 

Jonestown, Arkansas .

GEORGE RUNSHANG (?) 
521 North Breyon 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
Arkansas license ABD-050

Mr. and Mrs. WAYNE ABO 
Box 2063 
Panama City, Florida

SEARCHED

FBI —ST. LOUIS

4/18/69ot Corinth, Mississippi FHe# Jackson 157-9586

SA FRANCIS G. HONAN
SA-.. JOHN- S—-GASTLES FGH^dh Date dictated 4/24/69

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 
it ond Its contents ore'not to be' distributed outside your agency. - - — ■ ' ’ . - ■ -■ - - ..... - -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

INDEXED.



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



West

4/24/69
Dote

EARL CRAWFORD

ERVIN SHERWOOD

by

_Flle#

Southern MotelOwnerBROOKS PHILLIPS

Alabama■ Muscle Shoals

Dote dlctoted

Alabama

1968.

Alabama

- F C

Chevrolet

if? V -
m ay i o 1969 ' 

ci .-LOUIS

FD-302 (Rev. 4-'<5-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Corinth, Mississippi made available the motel regis-
tration records for the period March 29 1968, through

The following individuals were registered
during this period

. GLEN M SWICEGOOD
501 South Cherokee Avenue
Dothan, Alabama
(Foreign Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention)

McGINNIS
Northeast

Birmingham Alabama
Alabama license 1-56569

J. A. SMELLEY
: Sheffield

L. 0. ELLIS
-'Sheffield

JACK CORNELIUS
. 413 Tia Juania Street

Route 4
El Dorado, Arkansas

118 South Harrison
DeWitt, Arkansas

—INDEXED.

4/15/69 Corinth, Mississippi Jackson 157-9586

SA FRANCIS G. HONAN /bdb 4721/69

*bli document contol
” ond |is contents o

ns neither recommendotlons nor conclusions of the FBI. II Is the property of the FBI ond Is looned to your ogency;
re not to be distributed outside your ogency.
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