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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

HOLMES

••Sims Illinois

Sims

BERT YEAGER

JIMMY SINTER

Mr

Mr. and Mrs GRADY THOMPSON

These records1968.1968

Mrs

On File#-

Dote dictated

FM02 Rev. 4-15-64

BERRY (SHIRLEY) SMITH owner and manager

by

El-Ray Motel, Highway 45 South Corinth, Mississippi
•made available the motel registration records for the
period March 29
reveal the names of guests as follows

Route 1
Cherokee, Alabama

and Mrs
'1571 5th Avenue

Vero Beach, Florida
Florida license 32W—5673

6111 Prushing
Danvers Grove, Illinois

T. W

JAMES

RICHARDSON

ROBERTSON

JOHNSON

Illinois license IL 4692

. J. LAMBERT
: 1508 N Elk Grove

4203 S. Sheridan
Zion Illinois

Oldsmobile

Oldsmobile

SEARCHEIL JNDEXHl—

- MAY 1 0» ■
FBI —ST. LOUIS

Illinois license MY8682, Pontiac Tempest

4/21/69ot Corinth, Mississippi

SA DONALD H. GREENE /bdb

Jackson 157-9586

4/24/68

This document contolns neither recommendotlons nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI ond Is looned to your ogency;
Itond Its contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

Enclosed for each office, except for Memphis and 
Birmingham, is one copy of referenced Bureau airtel, dated 
4/7/69.

As directed by Bureau, a review of all motel records 
for the period March 29, to April 3, 1968, of motels in Corinth, 
Miss., made and the names of those individuals registered at the 
motels during this period have been obtained, and their names 
are revealed on appropriate FD-302s. One copy each of the
FD-302s, where appropriate, are being submitted to the

as set out below:appropiate offices

FD-302

Mrs. LOUISE BREWER 
Round-Town Motel

Division

Birmingham 
Chicago 
Dallas 
Detroit 
Indianapolis 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City 
Little Rock 
Louisville 
Memphis 
Miami 
Milwaukee 
New York 
Omaha 
St. Louis 
SpringfieId 
Tampa
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JN 157-9586

A Xerox copy of each motel registration has been
made by the Jackson Division, and copies of these registrations 
are being maintained in the bulky exhibit file of Jackson 
File 157-9586.

It is noted on the registrations that there is
registration from Saskatchewan, Canada, at the Round-Town 
Motel, and a registration from Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, 
at the Holiday Inn, during the pertinent period. It is 
being left to the discretion of Memphis, the Office of 
Origin, as to whether appropriate LHM should be submitted 
to the Bureau to have these individuals identified in Canada

The names of those individuals appearing on the motel
registrations who reside within the Jackson Division are being 
identified through indices check in the Jackson Office and 
appropriate credit and criminal being conducted within the 
cities in which they indicate they reside.

LEADS:

ALL receiving offices

All offices receiving copies of this communication 
will review the FD-302s which they have received for names of 
those individuals who reside within their respective divisions 
and will review the names through the appropf late office indices 
and will identify the individual through appropriate credit and 
criminal check, and if deemed advisable, will interview the 
individual if there is a possibility of any association with 
JAMES EARL RAY.
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5010-108

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
* MAY 1982 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

subject:

SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775)

SA HAROLD R. DOBSON

MURKIN

date: 5/16/69

(P)

Re Jackson airtel to Memphis, 5/7/69, and Buairtel 
to Birmingham, Jackson and Memphis, 4/7/69.

Referenced Buairtel reviewed an article by 
WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, in the 4/15/69 issue of ’’Look
magazine, which 
Corinth, Miss.,

In an 
any individuals 
Bureau directed

alleged RAY stayed at a motel near 
on 4/2/68.

effort to determine if RAY was in contact with 
immediately prior to the assassination, the 
those offices to determine the identities

of individuals registered in motels in those cities 3/29/68 
to 4/3/68 and to obtain descriptions and registrations of 
automobiles used by them. It was hoped a review of motel 
records might indicate whether any of such individuals might 
have accompanied, or been in contact with, RAY during this 
period.

It was emphasized no indication was to be made 
that the requested investigation was in any way connected 
with the case involving W.

Referenced Jackson airtel set forth identities of 
numerous persons registered at motels in or near Corinth,
Miss., during

and

any

and

(2)

the pertinent period, and requested*

Their names be checked thru office indices.

They be identified thru appropriate credit
criminal record checks.

(3) If deemed advisable, they be interviewed if 
possibility of their association with RAY appeared.

SA HAROLD R. DOBSON is handling office indices check 
handling those residing in metropolitan St,

44-775
SA WILLIAM R. BURTON
SA JAMES A. DUFFEY 

HRD:pdp 
(3) , \

Ef

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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SL- 44-775

Hannibal and Poplar Bluff RA's are requested to 
identify those residing in their respective territories 
by appropriate credit and criminal record checks, obtain 
descriptions and license numbers of their automobiles, 
and to interview them if any possibility of their 
association with RAY appears. They are as follows:

Hannibal, Mo.-

LOREN ATKINS 
3690 James Rd. 
Hannibal, Mo. 
Registered at Cannoneer Motel 
Hwy 54 South 
Corinth, Miss.

Caruthersville, Mo.:

JAMES E. WASHBURN 
Caruthersville, Mo. 
Registered at Southern Motel 
Hwy 72 West 
Corinth, Miss.

JAMES FERGUSON 
HAROLD HUDGINS, 
801 Beckwith

JAMES E. CAGLE
Rt. 1, Box 1374 
All of Caruthersville 
Registered at Night Fall Motel 
Hwy 45 South 
Corinth, Miss.

Results should be reduced to FD-302 form, 15 copies 
to Memphis, and marked for the attention of SA DOBSON.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date. 5-12-69

Mrs. CAROL PEPPER, 2025 Belleview, St. Louis County,
Missouri, advised her brother, JERRY RAY, had left the St. Louis, 
Missouri area about April 1, 1969. He failed to indicate to her 
his purpose in leaving, or his destination, but promised to 
telephone her. He has not called her, and she had no knowledge 
or information as to his whereabouts. She had no reason to 
believe her brother, JOHN RAY, had any more information.

She denied knowledge of any evidence or information 
which might form the basis for any statements allegedly made 
to the press by JERRY RAY as to the existence of a conspiracy 
in the KING assassination. She expressed the opinion that the 
FBI would be the proper agency to investigate allegations of 
a conspiracy and stated she would promptly report any informa­
tion of that nature, or as to the whereabouts of her brother 
JERRY, to the FBI.

On—- .1x20-69 at—St. Lnifc Cnyinty7 Misgnnri FiUA SL 44-775 - /A^f

SAA HOWARD C. KENNEDY ral Date dictated 5-6-Q9

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and I* loaned to your agency; 
Hand its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date. 5-13-69

Mr. JOHN RAY, 1982 Arsenal, St. Louis, Missouri,
stated he had received a telephone call from his brother, JERRY i 
RAY, from Jacksonville, Florida, during the late evening hours |
of April 30, 1969, in which JERRY told him he was traveling 
with the family’s civil attorney, J. B, STONER, of Savannah, 
Georgia; that he had just finished a speaking engagement at 
Jacksonville and was just leaving, with STONER, for a brief 
visit in Memphis, Tennessee, after which he would reside in 
Savannah with STONER, and travel between there and Memphis 
periodically. .

JOHN RAY stated he had absolutely no opinion as to .
the existence of a conspiracy in the KING assassination. He i
denied that his brother JERRY had ever furnished him any credible I 
evidence or information regarding any such conspiracy. He offered | 
the opinion that, if his brother JERRY had made statements to the 1 
press regarding the existence of a conspiracy, they would undoubt- |
edly have been based on information JERRY had received from their 
brother, JAMES EARL RAY.

An 5-1-69 St. Louis. Missouri Pihi SL 44-775

, SA PATRI 
by

W. BRADLEY /ral
Date dictated

5-7-69

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI.lt is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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SAC, MKMPHIS (44-1987) 5/21/69

SAC, ST. U0I8 (44-775)(HVC)

KURKIN

> ' Ro Memphis air tel to Bureau, 5/6/69; Jadtson airtel
to Nn^liis, 5/7/69; and Meaphis airtel to Bureau* 5/14/69.

Inclosed herewith are original and four copies of 
letterhead memorandtm concerning interviews with subject's 
relatives in an effort to determine the whereabouts of JKRRY 
RAY, as requested in referenced Memphis airtel to Bureau, 

' 5/6/69. In view of referenced Memphis 5/14/69 airtel, loads 
as set forth in referenced Jackson airtel will not be covered, 
unless specifically directed by tit Bureau.

Memphis (lads. 5) 
- St. Louis

HRD/ral
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ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 

Washington, D. C.

June 16, 1969

Carl T. Rowan 
The Evening Star 
225 Virginia Avenue, S.l 
Washington, D.C. 20003

Sir:

My attention has been called to the malicious 
article which you wrote in the Sunday Star on June 15, 1969 
concerning Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the FBI.

For your information, the wire tap on Martin 
Luther King, Jr., was specifically approved in advance in 
writing by the late Attorney General of the United States, 
Mr. Robert F. Kennedy. This device was strictly in the 
field of internal security and, therefore, was within the 
provisions laid down by the then President of the United 
States.

It is to be hoped that you will give the same 
publicity to this letter as was given to your scurrilous 
editorial.

cc Mr. Newbold Noyes 
Editor 
The Evening Star 
225 Virginia Avenue 
Washington, D.

Yours truly,

Clyde A. Tolson
SEARCH
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Government Admits FBI Altered 
.SW L°9 Of King-Clay

ing the Justice Department—a 
recorded log of wiretapped con­
versations involving former 

boxing champion
Cassius Clay.

In disclosing this to Clay’s at­
torneys, the department Mon- 

ft ^ not learn of 
the FBI action until June 13 
several days after copies of 
W Were PurPorted to be the 
original logs were filed in U S 
District Court in Houston.

John S. Martin Jr. and Mi- 
Epstein, who are han- 

oiing the government’s case 
agamst Clay, said the original 
S ?Dtalned the Nation, 

Sum up in memo.” 
But the hand-written phrase 

0Ut on documents 
submitted to the court concern­
ing a Sept. 4, 1964, telephone 
conversation between Clay and 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The discrepancy came to light 
S?y*s Iawyers» unsatis­

fied with copies, demanded to

checked with the FBI and found the 
penned-in portion was left off 
copies submitted in court

Government attorneys were 
unhappy about the affair, ex­
pressing concern that the differ- 

would cast doubts on the 
validity of the documents them­
selves.

No reason was given for the 
omission. The FBI had no com­
ment. And special FBI Agent 
Robort R- Nichols, who super­
vised the tap on King’s tele­
phone, claimed in an affidavit 
the notation was of no conse­
quence.
1 '^v? 1 initially scanned this 
log, Nichols said, “I made the 
handwritten notation ‘sum up in 
mem°»’ as a flag to myself to 
consider this as an item to be 
placed in memorandum form.

“Upon subsequent detailed re­
view of the entire log and evalu- 
S ?Jts contents,” he added, 

I decided the substance of the 
information did not warrant the 
preparation of a memoran-

1
O

w 
c 
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B
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a
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a 
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As summarized in the record, 
the conversation which Nichols 

in which Clay advised King to 
watch out for them whities.” 

. Clay, sentenced to five years’ 
imprisonment for refusing in­
duction into the armed forces, is 
seeking further federal court 
hearings in an effort to overturn 
his conviction.

Meanwhile, Clay’s lawvers 
contended at the Houston^ 
W the government took posi- 
™ ?Ch “M the ** of 
£“„ ttelr most willing believ-

‘In short,” they said, “the 
gap of credibility in this case 
now approaches a crater.”

CIty attorneys’ beaded by 
S eSf f101"^ Jr° of Olanta, " 
cited statements by FBI DireS 
during Edgar H?over last w«ek 

a controversy over ■ 
iSher Hoover’ or the late . 
Atty. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy authoried the plan to. tap K 
telephone. * * ^ R s
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King Wiretap
Called RFK's Idea

Hoover Asserts Memo to FBI
Cited Concern Over Marxism

(Copyright 1969 by 
The Evening Star Newspaper Co.)

By JEREMIAH O’LEARY
Star Staff Writer

Wiretapping of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr.’s telephone was 
proposed to the FBI by then At­
torney General Robert F. Ken­
nedy in June, 1963, and author-

The Evans memo said Evans
replied to Kennedy that King 
was a man who traveled almost 
constantly and that it was ex­
tremely difficult to use wiretaps 
effectively in such cases.

Hoover told The Star that FBI 
officials also informed Kennedy 
at that time that they doubted 
the advisability of undertaking

ized by him in writing later that electronic surveillance of Dr. 
year, FBI Director J. Edgar K^g because of possible polit- 
Hoover told The Star today. Teal repercussions.

Hoover revealed the contents ■ However, the second memo-
of two memorandums in one of randum cited by Hoover shows 
which Kennedy expressed con- that on October 7,1963, the FBI 
cern about possible infiltration chief reported to Kennedy that it 
of the race issue by Marxists was then technically feasible to 
and spoke of allegations that the apply wiretaps to King’s tele­
Negro leader was closely asso-1 phones at two places, one of them 
ciated with Marxist ideas and at an unnamed location in New 
followers. 'York.

That memorandum to Hoover, i That memorandum constituted 
dated June, 1963, was written by the FBI’s request for authority J. EDGAR HOOVER
Courtney Evans, then assistant i 
director of the FBI and liaison | 
man with the Justice Depart­
ment. It reported the substance 
of a conversation Evans had just 
had with Kennedy in which the 
Attorney General asked about । 
the feasibility of installing elec­
tronic devices on King’s tele­
phones. King headed the South­
ern Christian Leadership Con-1 
ference. |

Concerned About Allegations
Kennedy, according to the Ev-1 

ans memo, was concerned about 
reports that King was a student 
of Marxism, that he was asso­
ciating with a New York attor- p 
ney with known Communist 
connections, but that he did not 

; openly espouse Marxism be-1 
; cause of his religious beliefs.! 
The Evans memorandum indi-1 
cated Kennedy wanted to know 
if it was technically feasible to 
use electronic devices to prove 
or disprove these allegations.

See WIRETAP, Page A-6

4?

'S'

ROBERT F. KENNEDY
..J

u

•’The Evening Star” 
Washington, D. C.

June 19, 1969
FBI—ST. LOUSS
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WIRETAP
King Wiretap RFK's
Idea, Hoover Says

Continued From Page A-l Tolson added that the monitor- At that stage, Kennedy and 
to proceed with the wiretap pro- mg device was “strictly in the Hoover broke off the public ex­
posed by Kennedy four months field of internal security and change of charges as if by mu- 
before. The document bears in therefore was within the provi- tual consent. This was regarded 
the lower left-hand corner the s*on 1^ down by the President partly as due to Kennedy’s reali- 
signature, “Robert F. Kenne- of the United States.” zation that his signed authoriza-
dy ” and under the name the Evans, now a Washington iaw- tions were still in FBI files, 

’ yer, was en route to Puerto Rico partly to the FBI’s desire not todate “10-10-63.”
Hoover did not indicate to The 

Star when the surveillance was 
started but said the taps were 
discontinued on April 30,1965. At 
that time Nicholas Katzenbach 
was serving as Attorney Gener­
al.

Asked about the results of the

today and could not be reached have special attention drawn to 
for comment. However, Tuesday its investigative techniques nor 
night Evans said he had no rec to engage in a battle with the 
ollection of whether a wiretap Kennedy forces that could have 
authorization directed at King political overtones.
had ever been involved in his The Justice Department on 
discussion with Kennedy. Tuesday declined a direct an-

Aides to Sen. Edward M. Ken-
... ... , , nedy, D-Mass., said today he swer when asked for documenta-

electronic surveillance today, wou^ have no comment on tion of Tolson’s contention in his 
comment Hoover’s disclosure. letter to Rowan. But earlier this

c/he direc Or °ld Thj Friends of Robert Kenned* month, a Justice Department 
Star: “I have never authorized, ^rienas « ™«en Aennea, r
installation of technical electron had suggested in recent days spokesman said Hoover was installation or tecnnicai electron- during 1964 in the neriod ^cm^ate m every respect” m 1C devices without written au-l"ai> ourmg iaw, in me permui .p-p.fpj statements that all 
thoritv of the Attornev Gener- after the assassination of Presi- M? repeated statements mat au tnority of the Attorney Uener ^ John F Ke the at wiretaps were bemg authorized 

* , . , r J torney general’s interest in m advance and in writing by the
Today’s disclosures climaxed some Of his officia! affairs had Attorney General during the 

a long smoldering controversy nagged However the assassi- time-span of the controversy, 
over the role of the FBI a sub- natign came nearly six weeks A Justice department spokes- 
ordinate bureau of the Justice after Robert Kennedy signed the man’ asked today lf Attorney 
n-«^„^t .,<..„« ...—+— . . . General John N. Mitchell had

over the role of the FBI, a sub- na^on came nearly six weeks
At*dlMnrA nunAnn At rhA lunriAA . _ _ ___ *. . _ -

Department, in using wiretaps authorization for the King wire- 
or other electromc devices in _
investigative matters. The mat- H0CVer and Kennedy, after the discuss the contents of secret 
ter came to a head Sunday when ]a^er became a New York sena- documents of the King wiretap­
Carl Rowan, a columnist for The tor> accused each other of being Ping> replied simply, “no com­
Star, charged that the FBI had responsible for use of hidden mi- ment.”
no authority to wiretap Dr. crophones in investigations. However, the spokeman re­
King’s conversations. He quoted Evans figured in that contro- cahed that the attorney general 
former Attorney General Ram- 1Versy when Kennedy made pub- had declined to authorize dis- 
sey Clark, who succeeded Kat- ijc a February, 1966, letter to closures in court of the basic 
zenbach, as saying “the implica- him from Evans’which made the authority for the wiretapping, 
tion that people thought Dr. point that the use of hidden mi-- Such disclosures had been de-

given Hoover permission to

point that the use of hidden mi-- Such disclosures had been de­
crophones was not Kennedy’s re- manded by defense lawyers in 
sponsibility but' suggested he the Houston draft evasion hear- 
may have directly approved the mg for former boxing champion 
use of wiretaps on phones. That Cassius Clay. It was during that 
letter said the FBI sent national hearing that the King wiretap­

King was a security threat is 
outrageous.”

The Rowan charges prompted 
Associate FBI Director Clyde A. 
Tolson to write to Rowan early 
this week defending legality of 
the King wiretaps.

“For your information,” Tol- it is’reliably reported that 
son said in his letter, “the wire- Kennedy was reminded by the 
tap on Martin Luther King Jr. FBI that it still had in its files I 
was specifically approved in ad- the authorizations signed by him । 
vance in writing by the late at as Attorney General for tele- 
torney general of the United phonic wiretaps. However, Hoo- 
States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy.” ver did not disclose at that time

security wiretap requests toping was officially revealed for 
Kennedy for approval. the first time.

any names of persons under 
wiretap surveillance with Ken­
nedy’s approval.
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