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MILITARY SERVICE: U.S. AIR FORCE, MAY, 1947, TO MARCH, 1948;
NOVEMBER, 1948, TO JUNE, 1950; FEBRUARY, 1951, TO NOVEMBER, 1954;

FEBRUARY, 1955, TO FEBRUARY, 1960, SERIAL NO. _

passport No. (R

BLOOD GROUP: O POSITIVE.

SOCIAL SECURITY NO.: [ ]
REFERENCES: = DR. IRA C. COLE, BROADMOOR BAPTIST CHURCH, RALEIGH,
TENN. (1966); WALTER K. WADE, 4126 FORBES AVE., FT. WORTH, TEXAS

(1966); BEN J. MANGINA, 442 MILITARY AIRLIFT WING, RICHARDS-GEBAUR
AFB, MO. (1966).

PHOTOGRAPH: NONE AVAILABLE.

prroved: Transmitted

(N“mber) FBl/00J
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COBBLE stated that same evening which was the
evening before Dr. KING's murder, she left Memphis and
went back to her mother's residence in Cahokia, Illinois
and never saw JAMES EARL RAY in person again.

COBBLE stated that two or three weeks after she
returned from Memphis, the bank robbery occurred at
Florissant, Missouri, and it was her understanding as related
to her by JIM BENNEY that the money was obtained to raise
lawyer fees for JAMES EARL RAY.

On the night of the aforementioned bank robbery,
JAMES BENNEY came to visit COBBLE at her mother's residence
in Cahokia, Illinois. COBBLE went out to the car in which
BENNEY was riding and observed approximately four bags of
money with currency scattered in the back seat. COBBLE
described that car as fairly new at that time, green over
green Charger. She recalls that BENNEY had several sets
of registration certificatésnand several different séts of
license plates for that car. She advised that BENNEY told
her that he was supposed to meet the others involved in the
bank robbery at Memphis, Tennessee ‘to split up the money,
however, he wanted her to feave with him and move out to
Portland, Oregon and just keep all the money for themselves.
COBBLE refused to go with BENNEY.

COBBLE recalls that JERRY RAY was apprehended on
the very day of the bank robbery several hours after the
bank robbery. She advised she observed JERRY RAY on
television at the time of his arrest and that she has seen
him on numerous occasions on television subsequent to that
date. She stated that the individual that she has seen has
identified as JERRY RAY on television is the same JERRY RAY
that she saw at the aforementioned residence in Memphis,
Tennessee.

COBBLE stated that after she refused to go to
Portland, Oregon with JIM BENNEY, he went out there on his
own and started working in a bar. She advised that he was
shot and killed in a bar on November 28, 1971. She stated
that at the time of his death he had only been out to Oregon
several months.
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UNKNOWN MALE:

Yes. My name EBIDAY (PH) (belches) BUDDAY
(PH) (belches) ADOBENEDICTO(PH). The

las' time when MARTIN LUTHER KING gct shot
and and the Martha Trail (PH), nineteen
fifty-eight. The newsroom, you know.
(belches) I am the one who did it. Th
phone number is five-five-five-six-four-
eight-one. The address is University
City, zip code 'bersity City. Ad- my
address is fifty-one fifty-eight, and I
the one whoihad shot Doctor Martluth

shot Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING. You all

stupid ass. Ow-oo. Goodbye.
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This investigation was predicated upon LYNDA BENNEY,
residing 202 Crosswind Drive, Arnold, Missouri, advising the
St. Louis Office on August 17, 1978, that she had received
several threatening anonymous telephone calls in which the
caller states that she would be "wasted" if she contacted
any official regarding JERRY RAY or his brother, JAMES EARIL
RAY. She d4id not know the origin of the telephone calls as
to whether they were local or long distance. She stated that
her former husband, JAMES ALLEN BENNEY, who is now deceased,
once robbed a bank with JERRY RAY in which part of the loot
was never recovered.
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brother, JERRY RAY, were also at the house in Memphis
during her visit on numerous occasions. COBBLE recalls
specifically overhearing a paticular meeting between

the aforementioned individuals at the house in Memphis,
Tennessee. She recalls they were discussing a bank robbery
to occur in Florissant, Missouri. JERRY RAY appeared to

be the leader of the group and all of the individuals
referred to a floor diagram of the bank to be robbed, The
bank was to be robbed by JERRY RAY, JIM BENNEY, and two
other individuals who were rot at the meeting and who she
never had occasion tormeet. COBBLE believes that the business
men had floor plans for several different banks and that
the intent of the people in the group was to rob several
different banks.

Upon questioning, COBBLE advised that she could
not recall any mention during these meetings concerning
the death of MARTIN LUTHER KING or any mention of MARTIN
LUTHER KING or any mention of anybody named RAOUL.

COBBLE recalls that there were several conversa-
tions that occurred behind closed doors but she assumed
they made reference to bank robberies.

- COBBLE stated that the night before Dr. KING was
killed, she and JAMES EARL RAY were watching television and
RAY was playing with her baby, d on the floor
in front of the television set when mention was made over
the Television concerning Dr. KING's visit in Memphis.
COBBLE recalls that RAY made a statement to the effect
"that black sonofabitch all he does is raise hell somebody
ought to waste him'', COBBLE advised that it was obvious
from her numerous conversations with RAY that he absolutely
hated black people and he made that hatred very clear. She
recalls that on several occasions prior to that evening that
she heard JAMES EARL RAY mike statements to the effect that
he would l1ike to waste him. (Referring to Dr. KING). COBBLE
stated that she got into an argumenttwith JAMES EARL RAY
that evening concerning the fact that she wanted to go back
to Cahokia with the baby. RAY became enraged because he
wanted COBBLE to stay there with the baby for a while.
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COBBLE stated that same evening which was the
evening before Dr. KING's murder, she left Memphis and
went back to her mother's residence in Cahokia, Illinois
and never saw JAMES EARL RAY in person again.

COBBLE stated that two or three weeks after she
returned from Memphis, the bank robbery occurred at
Florissant, Missouri, and it was her understanding as related
to her by JIM BENNEY that the money was obtained to raise
lawyer fees for JAMES EARL RAY.

On the night of the aforementioned bank robbery,
JAMES BENNEY came to visit COBBLE at her mother's residence
in Cahokia, Illinois. COBBLE went out to the car in which
BENNEY was riding and observed approximately four bags of
money with currency scattered in the back seat. COBRLE
described that car as fairly new at that time, green over
green Charger. She recalls that BENNEY had several sets
of registration certificatésrand several different séts cf
. license plates for that car. She advised that BENNEY told
her that he was supposed to meet the other$~involved in the
bank robbery at Memphis, Tennessee to split up the money,
however, he wanted her to leave with him and move out to
Portland, Oregon and just keep all the money for themselves.
COBBLE refused to go with BENNEY.

COBBLE recalls that JERRY RAY was apprehended on
the very day of the bank robbery several hours after the
bank robbery. She advised she observed JERRY RAY on
television at the time of his arrest and that she has seen
him on numerous occasions on television subsequent to that
date. She stated that the individual that she has seen as
identified as JERRY RAY on television is the same JERRY RAY
that she saw at the aforementioned residence in Memphis,
Tennessee.

COBBLE stated that after she refused to go to
Portland, Oregon with JIM BENNEY, he went out there on his
own and started working in a bar. She advised that he was
shot and killed in a bar on November 28, 1971. She stated
that at the time of his death he had only been out to Oregon
several months,
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- COBBLE further advised that on the day of her
husband's death, she went to the office of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) located in St. Louis,
Missouri and conferred with an Agent known to her as PETE
concerning her husband's death.

Upon questioning COBBLE advised that she and
her husband, JAMES BENNEY, previously owned the Grape Vine
Bar located on Arsenal Street in St. louis. She stated
that they had purchased the bar from JERRY RAY.

COBBLE originally stated that the bar was sold
to them by JERRY RAY after the death of Dr. KING and
she was 17 years old at that particular time. She stated
that they operated the bar for approximately six to eight
months before they sold it. When confronted with the
conflict in time concerning the death of MARTIN LUTHER KING
COBBLE stated that actually she and JAMES BENNEY purchased
the bar before Dr. KING was killed, but while they were
separated and not living together. She stated that JAMES
BENNEY subsequently sold the bar after Dr. KING's death at
the request of JERRY RAY in order to raise money for JAMES
EARL RAY's lawyers.

COBBLE was confronted with the fact that Dr. KING
had been killed on April 4, 1968 and that it would be
impossible for JAMES EARL RAY to have seen the baby prior to

date inasmuch as the baby was not born until |
and COBBLE stated that there must be a mistake in dates,
e

further stated that she is absoluteli sure that JAMES

EARL RAY was very fond of her daughter, who was born
in December, 1968, and that on the night before Dr. KING was
killed, RAY was playing with the baby in front of the
télevision set at the residence in Memphis, Tennessee.

COBBLE stated that she believes that JAMES BENNEY
and JERRY RAY had been involved in several bank robberies
and service station holdups; however she was not cognizant
of the detsils,
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7
SL 44-775

The following information was obtained through
observation and interview:

Name LYNDA D. COBBLE, nee
Leach, formerly
LYNDA D. BENNEY and
LYNDA D. BIRCHETT

Race : White

Séx . Female

Age

Date of Birth :

Height s'a2n

Weight 160 pounds

Hair Bleach blond

Occupation Housewife

Residence 202 Crosswinds
Arnold, Missouri

Residential

Telephone 296-2193

Former Residence 621 5th Avenue
Conway, Arkansas

Relatives Mother: IRENE BIRCHETT
102 Lazercheff Drive
Cahokia, Illinois,
telephone number 337-7267
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Name:
Alias:

Height:
Weight:
Hair:
Eyes:
Education:

Addresses:

Employments:

Date of Birth:
Place of Birth:
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BURGESS AUDIE WILSCN, JR.
Bil

Fulton, Mississippi
5'11"

165 pounds

Brown

Brown

Fulton High School,

Fulton, Mississippi, 1942 - 1946;

University of Maryland, 1952;
University of Tennessee, 1959
1605 Boxwood Street,

Memphis, Tennessee,

1947 - 1960;
4086 Reenig Avenue,

Memphis, Tennessee,

1960 - 1962;

2612 Elmore Park Road,
Memphis, Tennessee,
1962 -~ 1964;

3612 Covington Pike,
Memphis, Tennessee,
1964 ~ 1965;

3173 Court Street,
Bartlett, Tennessee,
April, 1966

13707 - 12th Street,
Grandview, Missouri, ,
May, 1966 - March, 1967.

April, 1960, - September, 1962,
Prudential Insurance Company,
Memphis, Tennessee;

September, 1962 - December, 1963,
self-employed, Wilson Cleaners,
Raleigh, Tennessee;

January, 1964 - May, 1964,
Rocketdyne, Conoga Park,
California

June, 1964 - May, 1966,

Wilbur Advertising Enterprises,

Bartlett, Tennessee

Iinc.,
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HART said DAVID SELLERS was the manager of the
apartment in which he resided on Rutger Street in St. Loulis,
Missouri. HART said that at the time of RAY's visit, he
did not know that RAY assassinated KING and that he later
realized what happened when RAY was arrested in England.
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