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stated he was leaving St. Petersburg, 4/10/68, to go to
Pittsburgh, Pa., where a retired Supreme Court Judge would
help him in his political aspirations. )

In view of above, no further action was taken by
the Tampa Office.
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E B.L’s Statement on the Hunt for-Galt

Following is.the text of a
statement released by the
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion yesterday concerning a
warrant:issued for Eric Star-
vo Galt in.the slaying -of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.: o

Attorney General Ramsey
Clark announced today that
Eric Starvo Galt is being
sought by the F.B.L as a fugi-
tive on a Federal charge aris-
ing .from the. fatal shooting
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. in Memphis, Tenn.,
on April- 4, 1968, :

Director J. Edgar Hoover
stated that a Federal com-
plaint was filed by the F.B.I.
in Birmingham, Ala., today
charging Galt with conspir-
ing to violate the civil rights
of Dr. King in violation of
Ttitle 18, Section 241 of the
United States Code.

The F.B.I. complaint charges
that “on or about March 29,
1968, in Birmingham, Ala.,
Eric Starvo Galt and an in-
dividual whom he alleged
to be his brother, entered
into a conspiracy which con-
tinued until on or about April
5, 1968, to injure, oppress,
threaten, or intimidate Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. in the

free exercise or enjoyment .

of a right secured to him by
the constitution or laws of
the United States; namely,
the right to freely travel from
state to state. In furtherance
of this conspiracy Eric Starvo
Galt did, on or about March
30, 1968, purchase a rifle at
Birmingham, Ala.

Rifle Found

According to Mr. Hoover,
a .30°06 rifle equipped with
a telescopic sight was found
near a rooming house on
South Main Street in Mem-
phis immediately after the
fatal shooting of Dr. King
oeearred™The rooming house

and Motel where Dr King

was staying. - A
- Mr. Hoover ‘said that F.B.I.

agents -determined that the

.30-’06 - riflé- had beens pur-

chased from a gun dealer in
Birmingham, Ala., on March
30, 1968.-The telescopic sight
was also purchased from this
dealer. LT R

_ The F.B.L director . said
that ‘Galt, who has used ‘the
-names -of John: Willard and
Harvey Lowmyer in the past,
is the owner of a 1966 white

Mustang bearing Alabama li--

cense plates” which: was lo-

cated abandoned ‘in’Atlanta;.

Ga., on April 11, 1968."

Investigation disclosed that
Galt purchased this car from
a private citizen in Birming-
ham on Aug. 30, 1967. The
Mustang odometer showed
that it had been driven more
than 19,000 miles between
late August 1967, and early
April 1968.

According to Mr. Hoover,
Galt’s travels in the Mustang
included trips to Los Angeles,
Calif.; New Orleans, La.; Bir-
mingham, Ala.,, and Mexico,
as well as to Memphis, Tenn.,
and Atlanta, Ga. Galt was
reported to have been in
Memphis on April 3 and 4,
1968, and to have departed
from there for Atlanta.

Avid Dancer

Intensive investigation by
the F.B.I. has disclosed that
Galt has claimed to have
been in Florida as a cook on
Mississippi River vessels and
as a merchant seaman. He
is said to be an avid dancer
and took dancing lessons in
New Orleans in 1964 and
1965; in Birmingham between
September and October, 1967,
and in Long Beach, Calif.,
from December, 1967, to Feb-
ruary, 1968.

Galt left Los Angeles on
Dec. 15, 1967, and drove his
white Mustang to New Or-
leans, where he claimed he

neering or contracting firm.

He le’'t New Orleans on Dec.
Jad-wouved back in Los

Angeles on Dec. 21, 1967.

.. ;While in the Los Angeles

“drea earlier this year, Galt

took a course at a school
of bartending and was grad-
uated on March 2, 1968.

The fugitive is described as

. a-white male. He is approxi-

mately 5 feet 8 inches to 5

* feet 11 inches tail and weighs

between 160 and 175 pounds.
He is said to be a neat

cdrésser and has a medium

*build.

.""" Galt has brown hair which

he wears in a “brush” cut.
He reportedly has blue eyes;
his nose is straight and nar-
row; his teeth are straight
and clean; and he has given
his date of birth as July 29,
1931.

Nervous Habit

The fugitive is said to have
a nervous habit of occasion-
ally pulling at an ear lobe
with his hand. "His left ear
protrudes farther from his
head than his right ear.

According to Mr. Hoover,
persons who have met Galt
describe him as a “loner”
and state his language and
diction have a “rural” qual-
ity and suggest that he prob-
ably does not have a high
degree of education. He is
said to drink alcoholic bever-
ages and has a preference for
vodka and beer. He is a fan
of Western and country mu-
sic. :

The Federhl statute under
which Galt has been charged
provides a maximum penalty
of 10 years imprisonment

and/or $5,000 fine. Bond of .

.$50,000 has been recom-

mended.

Galt should be considered
armed and dangerous. Any -
information concerning him
should be furnished: immedi-
ately to the ne 1
office.

S

overlooks the Lorraine Hotel

contacted either an engi-
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Conspiracy Warrant IssuecJ

agency involved in the nati
wide man hunt, Galt is aceus
oftconspiracy fo violate King’s
civil rights. |

Rewards totaling $100,000 have
been offered by non-federal
sources for information leading
to the arrest and conviction of
King’s murderer.

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover
ordered thousands of “Wanted”
flyers sent out on the man
known as Galt in hopes that the
public will now be able to help
locate a man about whom much
is known, but whose true identi-
ty and present whereabouts are
a mystery.

Galt is an Alias

Officials say “Eric Starvo
Galt” is an alias used in pur-
chase of a white 1966 Mustang
which investigators are certain
was the gunman’s getaway car.
But there is no certainty that
Galt has .- a . brother, although
the fugitive is said to have
mentioned a brother at the time
he bought a rifle in Birmingham
six days before King was slain.

In releasing the photographs
and filing for the warrant
against Galt, the FBI also said
that the suspect used the names
Harvey Lowmyer and John Wil-
larq. Sources in Alabama say
LowWmyer was the name the sus-
pect used when he purchased the
rifl4 found a few blocks from the
scene of King’s murder.
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suspect used the Willard

il aliésiwhen he registered at the

flaphouse on April 4 and tooRa]
room which gave a clear view of
the door of King’s room at the
Lorraine Motel in Memphis.

Officials believe all three
names — Galt, Lowmyer and
Willard—are false. .

The photograph of Galt was
located at a school for bartend-,
ing in Los Angeles, Calif., where

gﬁ}f was graduated on March 2,

The full photo, which the FBI
| did not release, is in color and
depicts galt holding his certifi-
cate of graduation from the bar-
tending school.

The name “Eric S. Galt” is
easily seen on the certificate.
Thomas Lau, owner of the Inter-
national School of Bartending
furnished the picture to the FBI
and recalled Galt as a “nice
looking fellow with a nice per-
sonality” and a slight Southern
accent.

Nationwide circulation of the

hoto is already bringing the e

i

ected massive response fro
eople who may have seen G.
or think they have.

But some persons with whom |

the had contact were not so sure.
Bessie Brewer, owner of the
Memphis flophouse from which
the fatal shot was fired, said, “I
just don’t know if it’s him.” Pe-
ter Cherpes, operator of a Bir-
mingham rooming house where
Galt lived last year, said the,
picture was not Galt. An Atlanta
cab driver who reported driving
the suspect the night after the
slaying said the face of the man
in his cab was thinner.

But the FBI in Birmingham
said the picture was Galt beyond|
doubt. ] . |
While the true identity of the(
suspected killer is not known, :
the FBI has amassed a large,
body of evidence against the
man known as Galt. Hoover dis-
closed that the 30.06 rifle found
near the Memphis flophouse was
traced to a gun dealer in Bir-
mingham. ‘The telescopic sight
on the rifle also was purchased

from the gun dealer &m¥arch
80.
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a man using the name Eric S. |

Informed sources said Gajt
lwent, to the gun shop on Mar

29 and said he wanted a gunjo
shoot deer in Wisconsin. He
bought a 30 caliber weapon, &s-
ing the name Lowmyer. The
next day, these sources said, hel
returned ‘and said his brother
had told him to get a 30.06 Rem-
ington Gamemaster.

Owner of Mustang

The FBI also said Galt is the
owner of the Mustang seen in
front of the flophouse the day
King was shot and later found
abandoned in an Atlanta, Ga.
housing development. -
Agents learned ' that Galt
bought the car from a private
citizen in Birmingham on Au-
gust 30, 1967. The car’s odometer
showed that it had been driven
more then 19,000 miles between
the date of purchase and the day
it was found in Atlanta. ‘
According to the FBI, Galt
traveled in the Mustang to Los
Angeles; New Orleans; Birming-
ham, Mexico, Memphis and At-
lanta. He was seen in Memphis
on April 3 and 4 and is known to
have departed from there for
! Atlanta, the FBI said.

The FBI investigation turned
up information that Galt
claimed to have been a cook
Migpissippi river boats and
meyjchant seaman, although reg-
ordf of maritime unions conta
no Jsuch name, Galt was also'
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ME 44-1987

4) Peak number of Special Agents working on case
during month for which report is submitted.

You should promptly request all Bureau offices
involved in this case to furnish information requested herein
to you and it should be included in your report.”

Each office is requested to expeditiously furnish
the Memphis Divisjon with the above designated data within
two work days after the close of each month. Secondly, each
office is also requested tbadvise the Memphis Division even in
the event each category is zere or no work is performed on
this case during the month.
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sold to one HARVEY LOWMEYER om 3/30/68 by Aeromarime Supply Co.,
Birmingham, Alabama,

Investigation at Memphis disclosed that an imdividual had
purchased a set of binoculars at the York Arms Company in Memphis
on 4/4/68, These binoculars were among the material abandoned
with the rifle and recovered im Memphis. Also recovered was a
brown and greem herringbone bedspread. The items abandoned in
Memphis were all wrapped im this bedspread. .The blue bag which
was inside the bedspread contained numerous items, among which
were the bimoculars and a set of underwsar consisting of a T-shirt
and shorts, The T-shirt and shorts are those om which appears
the laundry mark which has been a matter of interest imn this case,

A search of motel records in the lHemphis area disclosed
that an individusl using the mame ERIC S, GALT had spent the
night of 4/3/68 at the Rebel Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, and was
driving & 1966 white Mustang bearing Alabama License 1-38993,
Investigation &t Birmngham disclosed that this automobile had
been purchased by ERIC S, GALT on August 30, 1968, from a private
person in response to & mewspaper ad. He pmid a8 tot&l of $1995
cash, While im Birmingham he furnished the address of 2608 South
Highland Avenue, Birminghem. This is also the address which
appeared om & driver's license issued to him by the State of
Alabama. The driver's licemse identifying data listed his birth
date as | | his height as 5°11", his weight as 170
and his eyes blue and hair brown.

The automobile in guestiom, the white Mustang bearing the
Alabama tags mentioned above, was recovered im Atlanta om 4/11/68
and deternined to have been @b&m@@m@d there prior to 9 a.m., on
4/5/68, .

In comm@ctiom vith the @wid@m@@ submitted by Atlanta,
Birmingham, and Memphis, identifiable latent primnts were recovered.
It was or the basis of these latents that identification was made
of JAMES EARL RAY. In hendling future leads, all offices should
be particularly interested im securing a&n id@ntifying number,
military, police, or FBI, ir connection with suspects so that the
necessary check c&m be m@d@ through the Id@mﬁifi@&tion ‘Division.

On 4/17/68, AUSA R, M&CEY TAYLOR, Birmingham, authorized
the filimg of a gompl&imt charging ERIC STARVO GALT with a
conspiracy to viclate Section 241, Title i8, U, S, Cede, and
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