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WANTED ¢si

JAMES EARL RAY i

R o S BN (55 25

i,

; ‘Photographs taken 1960 - 3 Photograph taken 1968
ST _ . (eyes drawn by, artist)
Aliases: Eric Starvo G;(lt &Q,_MHs,/mn Harvey LOwmyer, Jﬁm.iﬁ..,ﬂél?erid@.,ﬂ James O/éonnef James
o DESCRIPTION
Agé: " 140, born March’10 1928, at Quiricy ‘or Alton,; Hlinois (not supported by birth reeords) =i
Height: 5 10" Eyes: < Blue =« .
< cNeight © - 163 to 174 pounds v e R Complexion: - Medium . ;o
Build: Medium . Race: , ~ White
ZMair: . - Brown, possibly cut short B Nationalify:. . - America

_;w.xgccupatius: Baker, color matcher, laborer %
~Scars and Marks: Small scar on center of forehead and small scar on palm of right hand

Remarks: Noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; allegedly attended dance instruction
school; has reportedly completed course in bartending.
Fingerprint Classification: 16 M 9 U 000 12

M4 WIOI

CRIMINAL RECORD

Ray has been convicted of burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal Money Orders, armed robbery, and
operating motor vehicle without owner’s consent ' ' ‘

= | - CAUTION
RAY IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE VICTIM WAS SHOT. CONSIDER
AR;MED;ANDEXTREMEL.Y DANGEROUS. T | ,
A Federal warrant was issued on April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, charging Ray as Eric Starvo
Galt with conspiring to interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section
241). A Federal warrant was also issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri, charging Ray with
Interstate Flight to Avoid Confiiement for the crime of Robbery (Title 1!#, U. S. Code, Section 1073).
IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATIOLI CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE NOTIFY ME OR CONTACT YOUR
LOCAL FBI OFFICE. TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL] FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK.
" ] .

i ' ‘
32
INDEXED, ' o , |
A A | L re | NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
- Wanted Flyer442.A ERg iR 2. - WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535
Aptil 19, 1968 o : o — WASH. F. (;“\ TELEPHONE, ‘
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; CITY
ALBANY, New York 1

ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico 87101

ANCHORAGE, Alaska

2207
99501

ATLANTA, Georgia 30303

BALTIMORE, Maryland 21202
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama 35203
BOSTON, Massachusetts 02203

BUFFALO, New York

14202

BUTTE, Montana 59701

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 28202

CHICAGO, Dlinois 60604
CINCINNATIL Ohio 45202
CLEVELAND, Ohio 44199

COLUMBIA, South Carolina 29201

DALLAS, Texas 75201
DENVER Colorado 80202
DETROIT Miclugan 48226
EL PASO, Texas 79901
HONOLULU, Hawaii 96813
HOUSTON, Texas 77002
INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 46207

JACKSON, Mississippi

JACKSONVILLE, Florida 32202

39201

KANSAS CITY, Missouri 64106

KNOXVILLE, Tennessee 37902 -

LAS VEGAS, Nevada 89101

LITTLE ROCK Arkansas 72201
LOS ANGELES, California 90017

LOUISVILLE, Kentucky 40202

MEMPHIS, Tennessee
MIAMI, Flonda. 33137

MILWAUKEE Wisconsin 53202
MINNEAPOLIS Minnesota 55401

38103

MOBILE, Alabama 36602

NEWARK, New Jersey

NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 06510
NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana 70113

NEW YORK, New York
NORFOLK, Virginia 2

OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 73118

07101

10021
3510

OMAHA, Nebraska 68102

PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania 19107

PHOENIX, Arizona 85013

PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania 15222

PORTLAND, Oregon 97205

RICHMOND, Virginia

SACRAMENTO, California 95814

ST. LOUIS, Missouri

23220
63103

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 84111

SAN ANTONIO, Texas
SAN DIEGO, California

SAN FRANCISCO, California 94102

78206
92103

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 00917
SAVANNAH, Georgia 31405 -

SEATTLE, Washington

SPRINGFIELD, Illinois

98104
62701

TAMPA, Florida 33602

WASHINGTON, D. C.

20535

BUILDING
502 U. S. Post Office and Court House
4303 Federal Office Building
Room 204, Federal Building
275 Peachtree Street, N. E.
408 U. S. Post Office Building
Room 1400 - 2121 Building
John F. Kennedy Federal Office Building
400 U. S. Court House Building
400 Thornton Building
1120 Jefferson Standard Life Building

Room 905, U. S. Court House & Federal Office Bldg312

415 U. S. Post Office & Court House Building
3005 Federal Office Building

1529 Hampton Street

Room 200, 1810 Commerce Street

Room 18218, Federal Office Building

913 Federal Building & U. S. Court House
202 U. S. Court House Building

206 Dillingham Building

6015 Federal Building & U. 8. Court House
1221 North Pennsylvania Street

Room 800 - First Federal Savings Building
414 U. 8. Court House & Post Office Building
707 U. 8. Court House Building

617 Walnut Street, Southwest -

Room 2-011 Federal Office Building

215 U. S. Post Office Building

1340 West 6th Street

Room 701, Bank of Lou1sv1lle Building

841 Federal Office Building

3801 Biscayne Boulevard

735 U. S. Post Office, Cust. & Ct. House Bldg.
392 Federal Building

520 Federal Building

U. S. Post Office & Court House Bulldmg
510 The Trust Company Building

701 Loyola Avenue

201 East 69th Street

420 U. S. Post Office & Court House Building
5104 N. Francis Street

1010 Federal Office Building

500 Widener Building

244 West Osborn Road

1300 Federal Office Building

423 U. S. Court House Building

200 West Grace Street

2020 J Street

2704 Federal Building

3203 Federal Building

433 Federal Building

3211 Fifth Avenue

450 Golden Gate Avenue, Box 36015

Pan Am Bldg., 255 Ponce deLeon Ave.
5401 Paulsen Street

1015 Second Avenue

421 South Sixth Street.

Room 610, Federal Office Building

“ 506 Old Post Office Building

Telephone or telegraph the Special Agent in Charge at the above address.

TELEPHONE
518 4656-7551
505 CH 7-1555

2172-6414
404 JA 1-3900
301 LE 9-6700
205 322-7711
617 RI 2-5533
716 856-7800
406 = 792-2304
704 - 333-4126

431-1333
513  421-4310
216  522-1400
803 252-1911
214 RI 1-1851
303 222-5981
313 WO 5-2323
915 533-7451

' 59546
713 "CA 8-1414
317 © 632-8415
601  948-5000
904 355-1401
816 BA 1-6100
615 524-2721
702 385-1281
501 FR 2-3157
213 483-3551
502 583-3941
901 525-7373
305 379-2421
414 2176-4684
612 FE 9-7861
205 438-3674
201  622-5613
203 787-1217
504 522-4671
212 LE 5-7700
703  625-1631
405 VI 2-7471
402  348-1210
215 LO 3-5300
802 CR 9-5511
412 471-2000
503 224-4181
703  644-2631
916  441-12175
314 CH 1-5357
801 EL p-7521
512 CA 5-6741
714 297-3361
415 552-2155

: 765-6000
912 354-9911
206 ‘MA 2-0460

» 217 - 522-9675

813 228-7661
202~ 393-7100

(4-17-68)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Official Business
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4/23/68

TELETYPE URGENT

T0:  DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) and SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703)

MURKIN, CR, OOIMEMPHIS

RE MEMPHIS TEL FOUR THIRTEEN LAST.

INTERVIEW OF STERLIRG TUCKER, URBAR LEAGUE, WASH-
INGTON, D.C.

TUCKER WAS NOT AVAILABLE UNTIL TODAY. TUCKER HAD
ROOM ON SAME FLOOR AS DOCTOR KING. CHECKED OUT ABOUT ROOR
ON FOUR FOUR AFTER ATTENDING HEARING AT WHICH MEMPHIS POLICE
COMMISSIONER STATED THAT THREATS HAD BEEX MADE ACAINST LIFE OF
DOCTOR KING, TUCKER COULD FURNISH XO INFCIMATION CONCERVING
ASSASINATION,

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS

g

2 - Bureau A @L/
@lwor T T Q
o

JJC3 bﬁx _
(6

Searche R
TELETYPE Serlalze MM—

//// 70 5-25¢
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4/23/€8

701 IRCTUR, FBI (44-308€1)
FaOM:  SAC, WO (44.703)

&’W = S
Be SCOTT MORDAL (LockeA-Like)
Pz ¥New Orleans teletypes to WFO 4/22/68 snd
&4/23/68,

On 4/23/68 W, H. SORDOK, Superintendant, U.5. Poat
Gffice, Colucbia Helghts Station, WDC, advised 3\ WATNE 2,

GILZZX that 183¢ 15th 5t., is s non-existent address in aqy
section of WC,

34 GINBERY persopally deternined that there iz no
836 15th 5t,, in H.U,, HN.E., or 35,5., WDC,

Credit and criminal checks megative re XOIT RORDAL,

In view of information contained in re teletype dated
4723768, WO is taking no further action re NORDAL UACB,

Bureau
}m;ms (44-1527)

3.
Z - A
1 - New Orleans (157-10673) | q =
1 - Kansas Clity (44-760) (Info)
@ - wro e @\D
o7 4
24"
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BT wFo

FBI VASH DC
123PM WPK
FBI RICHMOND
T20PM URGENT 4/23/68 ECS. ¥

TO DIRECTOR (44-58881‘)‘, HFDI,._ FOLIS, HKMPHIS 644 1987),‘

PITTSBHRGH (44-578), wFo €44-7 35

(FROM B‘ICEMOND (44 657 "

MURKIN = CR (00:ME

'FLlﬁﬂT TRREE TWO SIX, FLYI!‘%G &GNSTEP 'IO HASH. NATL. AIRPORT CUNAY

apm ‘7 -

Hu \ftﬂuu , U

APRIL EIGHTEEN LAST, AND. was szzu TRANSFER FGR LAKE CENTRAL
AIRLINES FLiGHI 'FIVE THRE FOUR, FRQM w&a 10 CLARxssuaq,Mgmg’
DEPARTING WNA AT ONE FIFT fff”. .
L, THREE TWELVE P.M. s
Moo pagE ove
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: RH 44-657

PAGE‘TVO“

| @ﬁ&AGERvGF taavsa A’
Amzvza CLEVELAND VIA B
;INCHES, onE’ aan@wzn

A AIRLI&ES EMPLOYEE,
\XE GENTRAL FLIGHT
fzxrze;gnv;a-as;"

f asKAzAnv1sED FINAL

uxxz cs:mm. FLIGHT ?1 ,
END PAGE rwo S

rf’as F@Q;“FRDM WNA T0 CLARKSBURG, w.Va.
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- =~ OPYIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1082 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CPR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO i SAC, WFO DATE: 4/24/68

FROM : SA ROGER D, ASHLAND

SUBJECT: MURKIN
RE: JAMES EARL RAY

Mrs, JAY (MARIE HOLLABAUGH) JORDAN, Stenographer,
Contact Division, Room 132, Veterans Administration,
15th and Vermont Avenue, N, W., Washington, D. C.
advised on 4/24/68 the following:

JAMES EARL RAY born|  benlisted in the
U. S. Army on 2/19/1942 in Chicago, Illinois., He was
discharged on 12/23/1948 as a Private, His address at
time of enlistment was 538 East Broadway, Alton, Illinois.,

JAMES EARL RAY has Claim # 7 661 340, Free 1S »7 Aeionne ¢FFice
His Insurance Policy number is N 19868336. The insurance cHrem ey
records are maintained in Veterans Administration Insurance
Centers in Philadelphia, Pa, and St., Paul, Minn, The
location depends on address when insurance was taken out,
She said N # policies are usually out of date policies.
Carrent policies have V and K numbers,

She added Veterans Appeals Board hearings are held
both in field and in Washington, D, C. The above C file
concerning RAY would indicate if appeals have been made to
Veterans Administration Appeal Boards, The Appeal Board in
Washington, D. C. is located in Universal Building North,

Connecticut Avenue, N. W, R .

; 2 /Y

. %) ¥ ",{03 ,y‘{\ "W ’
(D- WFO 44-703 3 LA ’L\a’/ g’ﬁ {M m
REA:rda P}»’}P{\U{(A?Y\‘ﬁ C"(“[

{VQ/ (L c})/ ' UIM’ Hsaé

BEARCHED............ INDEXED.

smAuszﬂﬁ.‘..fu oL |
APR2 4 1968

FB == WAGH. .

DS e ol M;.j'

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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WFO 44-703

Mrs. MCLURE (PEARL) GALLOWAY, Segretary to . ,
Vice Chairman, Board of Veterans Appeals,/ §$£§§§1 dministration,
Building North, 1875 Connecticut Avenue, N. W,,
Washington, D. C. advised on April 24, 1968 she
was unable to locate any information conceming an
appeal by JAMES EARL RAY, She said her records were
for the current year plus one year and involve appeals
denied in the field and appealed to Washington, D. C,

- 2% =
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION )
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 hand —

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

To @ SAC, WFO : DATE: 4/24/68

FROM : SA BERNARD A, DE SANTIS
MUK 1Al

SUBJECT: ’

On 4/24/68, Dr, JOHN G. TODD, 8 Rhode Island Ave., N, W.,
WDC; telephone AD 2 2332; called the WFO and advised the following:

On the 12th or the 13th of April, at about 4:30PM or
5:00PM, while riding on Rhode Island Ave,, headipg towards the N.E.
section of twwn, he noticed a dark sedan (possibly Plymouth)

being driven by a lone white male who resedbled the photograph of
subject; ez > ERe Aoy

TODD further advised that this wvehicle had a Florida

A e AN S5t

icense; 216693, which he had written down,
—————‘—’_____,..‘M

TODD could supply no further information,

Call received at 9:45AM, at WFO on 4/24/68,

BAD/

P
:;,C 7;,03/(

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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4/24/68

PLAIN
TELETYPE URGENT
TO: SAC, JACKSONVILLE
FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703)

MURKIN,

TODAY, DR. JOHN G, TODD, WDC, ADVISED THAT ON APRIL
TWELFTH OR THIRTEENTH LAST HE OBSERVED INDIVIDUAL RESEMBLING
PHOTO OF JAMES EARL RAY IN WDC, DRIVING DARK SEDAN, POSSIBLY
PLYMOUTH, WITH FLORIDA LICENSE TWO ONE SIX SIX NINE THREE,

JACKSONVILLE DETERMINE REGISTERED OWNER AND DETERMINE
IF DRIVER IDENTICAL WITH RAY.

AIRMAIL COPY BEING SENT TO MEMPHIS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. (P)

- Q 74"1/
e Y
o
1- Teletype Unit
- Memphis (By Airmail)

WFO
RWD: bde - 4
(4)rde .- C\k m %/__

p 705263
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Fading Clues Raise Quem of Conspiracy |

MEMPHIS—When the Rev. Dr.
Martin = Luther King Jr. was
killed by a rifle shot as he stood
on the balcony of a Memphis
motel two weeks ago, police at
first thought it would be an easy
murder to solve. The Killer had
left behind an unbelievable num-
ber of clues.

Witnesses said the shot which
killed Dr. King had come from a
dilapidated rooming house 205
feet from the motel balcony. On
the sidewalk in front of the
rooming house, a deputy sheriff
found a 30.06 caliber Remington
rifle in a box. Beside it was a
blue suitcase which contained a
pair of pliers, some clothing, and
a pair of binoculars.

One witness said a young
white man came down the steps
from the rooming house and
dropped the box and the suit-
case. -

“Two patrons at a bar said they
saw the man drop the suitcase
and te box and then get into a
1966/ white Mustang car and
drige away.

S v

APR 21 1968

With all this evidence, and
more, on hand in just a few
hours, Attorney General Ramsey
Clark predicted that a solution
of the murder would be forth-
coming almost immediately and
the arrest of the assassin made.

Two- weeks later, all of the
physical evidence seemed to have
led practically nowhere, and the
alarming word “conspiracy” has
begun to sound loudly.

The bullet which killed Dr.
King was so smashed that F.B.I.
technicians in Washington were
able to tell little more than its
caliber—a 30.06.

Best Evidence

Fingerprints found in the long-
nosed man’s room at the flop-
house could not be classified.

The rifle seemed to be the best
bit of evidence. It was traced to
Birmingham, ‘Ala., to the Aero-
marine Supply Co., where it had
been sold March 30, 1968, to a
young white man who bore very
little resemblance to the long-
nosed man from the flophouse.

On -Monday, April 8, F.B.I
agents got a name from the gun
store. The search led agents to
a $22 a week boarding house in
Birmingham. A former resident
of the boarding house, Eric
Starvo Galt, fit most of the
physical description of John Wil-
lard, the name given by the al-

' the F.B.I agreed that Galt ‘had

leged sniper when he had regis-

tered at the Memphis flophouse;
the main differences appeared to
be in the ages and in the noses.

Galt had been gone from the
Birmjngham boarding house for
more than seven months when
F.B.I. agents went there looking
for him.

On April 11, Galt’s white Mus-
tang, for which he had paid
$1,995 cash in Birmingham, was
found in Atlanta. It had been
abandoned for- almost a week.
The F.B.I. got no useful finger-
prints from it.

On April 18, the F.B.I. asked
the public to help look for Galt
and a photograph was dis-
tributed. And, for the first time,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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had some help in the slaying.
Agents said an “alleged brother”
had conspired with him.

True Identity

Late Friday, the FB.I said
that it had learned “the true
identity of Galt.

He was, the F.B.I. said, James
Earl Ray, a five-time convict
who had escaped from a Mis-
souri prison in April, 1967, and
who had been sought by the:
F.B.I since last July on a fugi-
tive warrant.

The F.B.I. had been unable by
Friday night to develop a firmer
motive for the slaying, whith
touched a wild weekend of
riots in the United States. -

Unnamed F. B. 1. sources have
been quoted in the Birmingham
newspapers as saying that the
F.B.I. has considered the possi-
bility that Dr. King was shot by
a professional Killer. i

The F.B.I itself

eiased to
comment. N
—MARTIN WALDR

i3
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4y DOUGLAS E. KNEELANIDY
- $pectal to The New York Tirhes :
EFFERSON CITY, Mo., Ap#i
‘= Prison officials and~iss
Jnates at the state penitentiary
here: are still stunned that
James Harl Ray, a convict who
“édcaped a year ago, has been
8used of conspiring in ‘the
;Slaying of the Rev. Dr. Martin
«kuther King Jr. :
.» Last Wednesday the Federal
*Bureau of Investigation named
~Erfc Starvo Galt, described as

‘a 36-year-old .“loner," -a_neat}

,dresser and avid dancer, as a
seongpirator in the assassination
+April 4.of Dr. King in Memphis,
“Tenn.
**" Newspapers with pictures
-.and sketches of Galt circuldted

sold penitentiary on the Mis-
-7gouri River, but no word of
®Yecognition was heard along
$.the- prison grapevine.
™" On -Friday, the F.B.I. said
Galt was Ray, a 40-year-old
habitual criminal who escaped:
from . the penitentiary here
>:April 23, 1967, after having
zserved seven years of a 20-
'year sentence for armed rob-:
é-bery.
«2"Warden Harold R. Swenson’
«said in an interview last night;
»that the F.B.I. had not notified
officials here before the an-
nouncement. Nor, he added, has
any representative of the agen-
cy come to Jefferson City to
look at Ray’s record or inter-
view prisoners who knew him.
‘Doesn’t Shape Up’

“I was floored,” the white-
haired warden said. “This guy’s
penny-ante. It doesn’t shape up,
does it?”

Thumbing through Rays’ re¢-
ords, noting that his work re-
ports in food service here were,
“pretty good,” Mr. Swenson,
who has been in prison work'
nearly 30 years, mostly in ‘the;

Federal system, shook his head.’

“He’s innocuous,” he said.’
“Pennyante.” B
Noting that the pictures of =

Galt had meant nothing to the
staff and that there had been
no reaction from the inmates,
the warden added: “If there’s
anyone who'd talk, it's the pis-
oners. Once a guy’s gone they’ll
talk.”
An aide strolled into the
warden’s office and interrupted:
“We've got 2,000 prisoners
in here,” he said, “and none &f
them recognized him.” N

"~ Continuing with Ray’s file,
Mr. Swenson said that the pris-
oner had received permission

for four persons to visit him;

“ust Coulda’t Believe If®
Struggled for words as he.
tried to capture Ray’s person-

two borthers, Jerry and John; talk

hrs mother, Mrs, Lucille Ryas,
and his grandmother, Mrs. Mary
Maher, Al were listed at' the
same address, 1913 Hicks
Street, St. Louis. But the w,

en: said the file did not show
whet :
ited

side:
2'1961 ‘and 1966  the warden
%aid, Ray was not a trouyble-
faker .in prison. His
showed only two minir dis-
giglinary reports—one for try-
ing to smuggle cigarettes and
ither contraband to a hospital-
prisoner and another for
sing: to work. That is a
ly unusual record, Mr. Swen-
explained.
<"He wasn’t a big dealer,” the
warden went on. “We know
hese people. I've got 125 pic-
ures here—he wasn’t in that
kaup. I was shocked. It didn’t
faske any sense to me.”

Prisoner Nervous

“Another prison official, who
i%ed not to be identified, came
the warden’s second-floor
ce.
“This would seem foreign to
- nature of the man up to
38 point,” the official said.
. Although it is against his pol-
Warden Swenson agreed
Because of national interest irt
the case, to allow an inter-
%&r with the prisoner who
bad been closest to Ray, who

f

terview was that the in
Wotuld not be identified.

I'his faded green uniform open
G

gently. : The other
Were wondering, he explained
srvously, why he was being
stioned. S~
cated at a table in front

deeply on a cigarette, he sfow-
Iy relaxed. - e
5 Shown a picture of Galt ‘and
,,,,, fed -if that was his friend,
Bay, he shook his head vigor-
ofsl

++No,"sir, not this,” he insist-
i“I guess I knew him about
4% well as anybody. He was
here when I came here, in 196
I Bnew him from about 1

well, I’ associated: with M
right up to 1966 whe
to escape.”

nhe

from escape attempts

“file,

Wwas known as a close-mouthed |some . le
leser without real friends orjsell it for a little- bit"more. 'If
gnémies. A condition of the in-fa guy owed him anything, he’d

. Rdidn’t get into fights with them,
The prisoner, the work shirt{jbut he’d hound them.”

a stained white T-shirt,||oner said, and “didn’t say any-
red the warden’s office hes-i|thing about girls,” although he
prisoners! ll\l;h:d

1 ¢ér of the late Ian Flem
1 spy nevels.]

41

ality, the prisoner started tol'
" “I just don't know how to!
explain it,” he said. “He was'
just the type of guy who took
ja long time, well, if you didn’t.
:know anybody he knew, well...

»obody thinks it’'s him. They

' gether, We think it’s two differ-
ent people altogether.

“Now they [the g
say they're. just trying to pin
it on him because he escaped
from here. They think they’ve
ot to lay it on somebody, so
t%'iéy're trying to lay it on him.

“I just couldn’t believe it my-
self. If the man did kill that
ma; it had to be fo ~ money.
That'‘would be the onliest thing.
He didn’t seem like the kind

of guy who would kill anybody’
He was the type of guy, you'
didn’t fool with him, but he

“{didn’t fool with anybody.

" “He wasn’t the type of guy
to tell you anything about him-
self. He never actually did
come out and tell you what
he did when he was outside.
{1 Anytime you’d get in a con-
||versation with him it would be
ilabout money. A dollar here and
:|a dollar there. '

“He talked about money all

1

way to make a dollar. Just lit-
tle things. Maybe he'd buy

bug him all the -time. He

Ray did not smoke, the pris-

picture with the bow.
tie on [the F.B.I.'photo of Gait),"
think it’s a different guy alto-i|ing

prisoners] !

:'the time. Trying to figure a’

thing for a little bit and

“He just didn’t seem to 28

interested ?in it.” e
Negroes? o A
“Ie didn't dislilee therh, 3

didn’t associate with them"

way or the other. Although 3
think he did_talk wmﬂm
Ray didbhal‘(zie another inter-
est. Body building. T
. “He }E;s a lot better bufld
than a lot of people think he
has. He ‘did a lot of physical
exercising, a lot of weight lift-
ing and pull-ups and -thiags
like that.” L
"Did Ray ever talk about whiit
|he would do when he got st
- “Actually, he never ti

!much about outside anyway,”

thegepriscl;r;er said,. “He:

talked about mmgoutsw x
Everyone talks about ‘getfing
out. He wanted out Any. Why
he. could get out.” e
“I think he did say some-
thing once about getting in the
maritime union,” the prisener

added. i

The man known as-Galt 5
said to have identified himaelf
at times as an unemployed
merchant seaman. e
Physically, Ray could fit some
descriptions given of the mmh
sought in the slaying of Dr
King. Records show him to be
about 5 feet 11 inches tsil,
weighing between 160 and. 170

ounds, : o
PO Some qussHoEs BUve ezn
raised about his age, sinceithe
suspect described by some pezr
sons in Memphis was said
be younger than 40.

“l don’t believe he’d Ilggk
40,” his prisoner friend ‘sad.'
“I don’t believe he’d go for the,
20’s either. I'd say somewharg
right around 30.”

Warden Swenson agreed.

But taking issue with affx
other description of the mas

]
'

i

to read “sex magazines.”

either, he added,.did Ray
show any interest in. dancing
or Western and country music,
which the F. B. 1. said were

the warden’s desk, dragging favorites of Galt.

In addition fto..“sex maga-
zines,” the prisoner sdded, Ray

liked "to read secret agent
books. : o

Puzzling for a minute, think-
ing, he went on:

‘I think the President even
liked that book—James Bond~—
he liked James Bond.” [President
Eennedy was known as-a réad-

3w

;. As for politics, the pris
jsaid:

atier
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called Galt, the prisoner add
‘He wasn’t what you'd
a neat dresser in fagy
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WFO 44-703

MURKIN

Re AT airtel 4/22/68.

Advise SA DAWSON of any pertinent case.

Initial and pass on . Expedite.
ASHLAMD)fDﬁ“

PETTY
JAMES - L{/&t

KEEE-Q -

NORMENT W~/
THOMAS BAMSOR wr-1
HINCHCLIFFE #/
COGHLAN ;%

PLESS
POLACJS{KL/¢
ROCHE &

CREAMER <

SAVAGE

GILBERT «4*8)
DAWSON Aa\

\—”“’//—#’:::;% el 24€

ot
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Routing Slip
FD-4 (Rev. 6-14-66)

To:
[ Director

Att.:

[] SAC

Date

FILE

Title

[] ASAC

] Supv.
[] Agent

"[]SE

e

e

] Steno
] Clerk

RE:

(] Rotor #:

ACTION DESIRED

[ Acknowledge
[T] Assign
[ ] Bring file
(7 Call me
] Correct
[] Deadline

Reassign

[ Deadline passed

[} Delinquent

[ Discontinue

[ Expedite

] File

] For information

[} Handie

(] Initial & return

[] Leads need attention

{1 0Open Case
] Prepare lead cards

[ Prepare tickler

] Recharge serials

[1 Return assignment card
1 Return file

(1 Return serials

[] Search and return

[ ] See me

[] Send Serials

to

[] Submit new charge out
[] Submit report by

1 Type

] Return with explanation or notation as to action taken.

See reverse side

SAC

Office
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

o -~

|
i
!
!
|
|
FBI :
Date: 4/22/68 I
|
Transmit the following in !
(Type in plaintext or code) jl
Via ATRTET, ATRMAIL ¥
(Priority) |
e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e A -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (p)

SUBJECT: MURKXIN

CR

(00: MEMPHIS)

’ For the information of recelving offices, Subject

JAVMES EARL RAY, Aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta,
Georgla, area on 4/5/68. 1Intensive investigation by “he
Atlanta Office to date has not established mode of trans-
portation utilized by RAY after 4/5/68 through checks with
transportation companles, car rental agencies, ete.

3 - Bureau 2 - Miami
2 - Baltimore 2 -~ HMobile
2 - Birmingham 2 - Newark
2 - Charlotte 2 - New Orleans
2 - Chicago 2 - New York City
2 - Cincinnati 2 - Norfolk
2 - Cleveland 2 - Philadelphia . 3;7
2 - Columbia 2 - Pittsburgh J pyMﬁJ
2 - Houston 2 - Richmond 3}1,
2 - E1 Paso 2 - St. Louils
2 - Indianapolis 2 ~ San Antonio
2 - Jackson 2 - Savannah
2 - Jacksonville 2 - Springfield
2 - Kansas City (f»- Tanpa
2 - Little Rock 2 /- WEFO
2 - Louisville 2 - Atlanta _ 1
- Memphis . ' — -206
g ) Ffiag‘iiq J3L:rb M
: (69) ] SEARCHED __——-<~-*7?*55?‘W
SERIALIZED Fiiey L
APR2 3 1968
%
Approved: ﬁ.ﬁ sl Sent M = Per

T T .
Speciay é\q;vfn}@m Charge
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FD-36 (Rav. 5-22-64)

FBI .

) B Date:
- 1
Transmit the following in .
i (Type in plaintext or code)
Via
(Priority) |
________________________________________________ | IS

AT 44-2386

All recelving offices are requested to check car
recoveries within their respective divisions of cars stolen
from the State of Georgla subsequent to 4/4/68, and consider
same to have been possible mode of transportation for Subject
RAY{ The same consideration should be given to any cars
recovered in the near future that were stolen from the State
of Georgla after 4/4/68. 1In those instances where cars were
stolen from Georgila and where the transporter of same cannot
otherwise be accounted for, investigation should be conducted
to determine 1f RAY was person who may have stolen and
transported same. :

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

Approvead: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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o FEDER[~ BUREAU OF INVES™ SATION

Washington, D. C. 20537

REPORT

of the

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

YOUR FILE NO. 44-703 April 23, 1968
FBI FILE NO. 44-38861

LATENT CASE No. 91075

ro: SAC, WFO

rRe: MURKIN

Evidence personally delivered by SA Wayne R. Gilbert,
REFERENCE: WFO, 4/22/68

EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY: WFQ
SPECIMENS: Four seaman's certificates bearing inked thumb prints

This report confirms and supplements the report
given SA Gilbert on 4/22/68.

The four inked prints appearing on the certificates
are of value for identification purposes and are not identical with
the fingerprints of James Earl Ray, FBI #405942G.

These four inked prints are identical with the left
thumb print of James Earl Ray, FBI #4238108, Army service
#16242515, born Ln Zion, Illinois.

The four certificates were returned to SA Gilbert

John Edquver, Director

THIS REPORT IS FURNISHED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

on 4/22/68.

;s g S
; T ey
- T
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FEDERF' BUREAU .. ..VES™*ATION

Washington, D. C. 20537 e

REPORT

of the

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

YOUR FILE NO. ‘4'/03

FBI FILE NO. 44-.38881
LATENT CASE No. 91078

To:  BAC, WFO

April 23, 1968

Re:  MURKIN

Evidence personally delivered by SA Wayne R. Gilbert,

REFERENCE: WN, ‘/2’/‘8
EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY: Fo
SPECIMENS: Four seaman's certificates bearing inked thumb prints

This report confirms and supplements the report
given SA Gilbert on 4/33/68.

The four inked prints appearing on the certificates
are of value for identification purposes and are not identical with
the fingerprints of James Earl . FBI #405642G,

prints are identical with the left
FBI #4338108, Army service
#16242515, born

The four certificates were returned to SA Gilbert

Ak
P

on 4/23/68.
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“Munt S;préuds for King's Killer

' "Galt’ Identified as Escapee

BIRMINGHAM Ala., April 20 (UPD) — The

. FBI Friday identified a habitual criminal and

escapee from the Missouri State Prison as the
mysterious Eric Starvo Galt, object of an interna-
tiomal manhunt in the slaying of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

Agents said James Earl Ray, 40, who fled pris-
on 51 weeks ago by hiding in a bread truck, was
identified through fingerprints after a~ 15-day

- check of the prints of more than 53,000 wanted

At 703.097
SEARCHED... . - INDEXED.

SEﬂmuzebfﬁ/{7 LFILED, //QL/
APR2 4 1968

FBI— WASH, . ..

¥ 2

eriminals in FBI files.

The prints, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover said
in Washington, provéd “that Galt and Ray are
identical.”

Mr. Hoover’s amnouncement came as sources
close to the investigation into Dr. King’s slaying

- theorized the name Eric Starve Galt may have

been a code name for the murder at Memphis,

Tenn., April 4. The name appears in too many

scattered places at about the same time under
varying descriptions of its user to be one man,
these sources said.

1952 1959

;967

‘ 196,8

i }4~"""

;; /me dn‘ferent face;mﬂdamc Ray.: -

s

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

U. S. and Mexican officials were reported Fri

day to be hunting “unofficially”” for Ray in Mexi
co, where rumors have spread of his presence |
ﬁ!epasttwoweeks An FBI alert has been i
in Southeast California, near Arizona and Mexico,

for a man fitting Ray’s description. N

The FBI said Ray had assumed such aliases as
Galt, Harvey Lowmeyer, John Willard, James
McBride, James Walton, W. C. Herron and
James O’Conner.

The man who checked into a rooming house
from where Dr. King was shot by a sniper regls-
tered as John Willard.

Authorities said Ray, born in Alfon, Ill., had a
criminal record dating to 1949 and was serving a
20-year, habitual criminal sentence at Jefferson
City, Mo., for armed robbery and automobile
theft when he escaped April 23, 1967. Ray was
working in the food service section of the Mis-
souri State Prison and fled by hiding in a bread

truck. A year earlier, he had tried to escape by '

hiding in the prison’s ventilation system, but was
discovered.

‘EVASIVE TYPE’

Warden Harold Swenson said a 1966 mental ex-
amination showed Ray had no personality frou-
bles or adjustment difficulties not common to
confined men. “He was an evasive type person,”
said Swenson. “I don’t think anybody either liked
him or diskiked him.” _

Probation records in Los Anglees, where he
served a county jail term for burglary, showed
that Ray, eldest of three sons, quit school in
Ewing, Mo., in ninth grade.

1 didn’t want to go anymore,” he told a proba-
tion officer who described Ray as ‘““a Catholi
who did not attend church services.”

He drifted for several years, once working as a
77-cents-an-hour laborer in a Hartford, I, shoe
company, and joined the Army in 1946. He spent
two years and four months in Germany as an
infantryman and military policeman and received
a general discharge in 1948 due to ineptness and
a lack of adaptability for military service. He
received a three months sentence in the Army fm'
being drunk and breaking arrest.

LGNG RECORD

He was unemployed until 1849, when he held a
Job briefly in a Chicago rubber company. He
went to Los Angeles and his trouble with the law
began. In addition to his jail term, he was con-
victed of armed robbery in Chicago in 1952 and
forging U. S. postal orders in Missouri in 1955.

The FBI said Ray was 5 feet 10 and weighed
about 163 to 174 pounds, with blue eyes and brown
hair. He has a small scar in the center of his
forehead and a scar on the paJm of his right

- hand.

“Ray should be consmdewed armed and extr@mie-
S Iy damgerous;ottio BI pafd v oire 5wk
o

———
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Bl Identiﬁeé‘_’f
‘King Suspect
By Fingerprints

Records Reveal
He Escaped Prison
In Missouri in ‘67

By JEREMIAH O’LEARY
Star Siatf Writer

he Federal Bureau of In-

stigation today disclosed the
e name of the suspected as-
ssin of Dr. Martin Luther
i King Jr., identifying him as
‘James Earl Ray, a 40-year-old
escapee from the Missouri State
' Penitentiary.

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover |

™ Escaped in April ’67

The records reveal that Ray,
who escaped from the Missouyri
Penitentiary at Jefferson Cify
April 23, 1967, was sent to that
prison March 17, 1960 on a 20-
year sentence following con-
viction in- St. Louis for armed
robbery.

The FBI released a photo-'
graph of Ray, a 1960 prison’
'picture taken at Jefferson City,
and said Ray and Galt are the
same man. A photograph of
Galt was made public earlier,
his week.
© Ray has an arrest record
‘dating back to 1949. He w
‘convicted of burglary in Lo
Angeles in 1949, armed robber
in Chicago in 1952 and forgin
United States postal money or-
ders in Missouri in 1955.

The records show, according
to Hoover, that Ray has served
terms in the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Jail in 1949; in state prisons
at Joliet and Pontiac, Ill., in

said Ray used the alias of Eric|1952-54, and in the federal peni-|
Starvo Galt and other false)tentiary at Leavenworth, Kans.,
names prior to the April 4!from 1955 to 1958.

murder of the civil rights leader : . .

z:in Memphis, Tenn. Army Enlisted Man

. The identification of Galt as
Ray by Hecover and Atty. Gen.
Ramsey Clark was made pos-
sible by the systematic com-
parison of latent fingerprints
uncovered in the King case
_against the fingerprints of more

Ray was an enlisted man in
the U.S. Army from February
1946 to December 1948, when he
was given a general discharge
due to ineptness and lack of
adaptability for military serv-
jice, the FBI said. While in the

¢ -19: 6

ithan 53,000 persons on the FBI
fugitive list.

Army, he received a three-
month sentence at hard labor
for being drunk and breaking
arpest. i
uring his career, Hoover:
said Ray also had used the}
names of Harvey Lowyer andj
John Willard, both also linked
to the King slaying, and alsoj
the aliases James McBride}

James Walton, W. C. Herronj
and James O’Conner. 3
He began using the name off

Galt after his escape from they
Missouri jail and it was undgpr
this name that he bought tRe
white Mustang car the FBI h{
See GALT, Page A
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i GALT

‘\ Continued From Page A1
eonnected with the King mgr-
“d

er.
. In the week before King’s
“slaying, the FBI said Ray also
used the name of Harvey Low-
myer to purchase in Birming-
ham, Ala., the 30.06-caliber
Remington Gamemaster rifle
the FBI believes was used to
fire the fatal shot and regis-
tered as John Willard in the
Memphis flophouse from which
the shot was fired.

| ‘The FBI said i ;
have been born ‘
in Illinois, but the location is |

not known, nor have any recorjis |
of the birth been located. ?

Ray is approximately 5 fget
0 inches tall and weighs ab&ut
63 to 174 pounds. The FBI said |
e has blue eyes and brown
air and has a small scar on

e center of his forehead and

a scar on the palm of his right
hand. Both 1960 and 1968 photos
‘of the suspect show that his left
.ear protrudes. further than nor-
|mal from his head.
! Ray has claimed that he at-
'tended school through the 10th
'grade in Alton, II. The FBI
said he has the reputation of
being a “drifter”’ since leaving
school and has worked, among
other things, as a baker and
laborer. :

It was not immediately Je-
tefmined whether the Justjce.
Ddpartment would lodge a npw’
cijl rights conspiracy chagge:
against Ray, like that issued
Wednesday in the name of Galt. |
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killing of Dr. Martin Luther King.

1954 1959

1968

1966

These are the ‘changing faces of James Earl
Ray (Eric Starvo Galt) who is sought in a

i ide manhunt in connection with the
nationwide ‘

By the Associated Press

The FBI has pinpointed an
ex-convict, high schaol dropout
and Army reject as the phantom
fugitive Eric Starvo Galt, target
of a massive manhunt in the
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.

The FBI said yesterday a
“systematic and exhaustive

search” of the fingerprints of

533,000 wanted criminals revealed
Galt and 40-year-old James Earl
Ray—drifter, loner, avid dancer
and prison -escapee—are the
same man,

In its first positive identifica-
tion of the man sought by the
FBI since the April 4 assassina.
tion of King in Memphis, Tenn.,
the bureau further pictured Ray
as a 40-year-old white man in
trouble with the law since his
youth — and one who “should
be considered armed and ex-
tremely dangerous.”

There was no indication the
FBI was any closer to catching
Ray than it was Wednesday
when it put the name Galt on
fugitive warrant charging him
“and an individual whom he al-
leged to be his brother” with
conspiring to deprive King of his
civil right to travel from state
state.

Escaped Prison in 1967,

In addition a warrant chargi
Galt with first degree murde

- has been issued by state authori

ties in Memphis.

Ray fled the Missouri Peniten-
tiary on April 23, 1967. He had
been serving the seventh year of
a 20-year sentence for a 1959
market holdup and auto theft in
St. Louis.

Prison officials, who said a
19667 €scape try by Ray was

e -

As an Escaped Con

ifies Ga

thwarted when he was_ diseov-
ered in a ventilator shaft, indi-
cated he sueceeded the next
year by hiding in a truck car-
rying bread from the peniteri-
tiary bakery to its honor farms.

The earlier escape attempt
landed Ray in a Fulton, Mo.,
prison hospital facility for a
mental checkup,

Found “No Mental Defect”

“We gave him our Grade A,
Class I workup,” recalled Dr.
Donald B, Peterson,hospital su-
perintendent. “We found no/
mental disease or defect within'
the law.”

Prison and police records
showed Ray was born in Alton,
1L, son of a laborer of the ame
name.

Recordn at the Fulton facility
indicated both parents were
dead, but the penitentiary rec-
ords listed his mother as Mrs,
Lucille Ryan of St. Louis.

The FBI'said Eric Starvo Galt
was one of a string of aliases
favored by Ray in frequépt
brushes with the law beginni
when he was 21 years old-}
several years after he droppe;

See GALT, A-2
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grade. . . .,
“The: Other Ahases

In addition to the aliases J ohn
Willard and, Harvey Lowmyer
listed on" the .FBI fugitive war-
rant, the bureau said Ray has

Bride, Jatnes Walton, W. C. Her-
ron and James O’Conner

John Willard was' the. name
used by the man’ who checked
into the Memphis rooming house
overlooking ‘the Lorraine Motel;
where King was fatally shot as
he stood on a balcony and talked
with friends. :

The  portrait vsketched by the
FBIL~showed  Ray as a rather
average-looking ‘ne’er-do-well of
confhctmg personality traits.

L Ray S Descrlgtlon :
He was described‘as 5-foof-10,

browi hair, blue eyes and small
sears on hls forehead and right
palm. ‘He’s ‘said to have a habit
of tugging on an ear when ner-
vous. His . left ear . protrudes
slightly further than his right
ear.

Ray was said by authorities to
have worked at various times as
a laborer, " baker.- and color-
matcher. In addition, persons
wWho came in contact with him
‘while he was outside prison said
he spoke of having worked as a

cook.

The FBI said the fugitive’s ac-
quaintances - called -him- a loner
who likes beer and vodka, favors
country and- western music and
speaks with & rural twang. The
loner tag seemied to-confliet with
the FBI descnptmn of hnn as an
“avid dancer.”.

ADmppancy s

Th-more obvious ‘conflict was

the FBI's Wednésday'statement-
saying Galt “took dancing les-
sons’’ - in New Orleans in 1964
‘and’ 1965--a time when Ray was
still imprisoned:in° Missouri.. -

. A bureau spokesinan said the
earlier Galt deseription should
have said he “reportedly” fook
‘the dancing Jessons, -rather than
 stating flatly that he: had. ,

|"The FBI said Ray was firs.

arrested in 1949.in Los Angeles, |
‘where . he . drew. an eight-month |

Jall term . for burglary.-

Subsequent convictions™ came

i - Chicago, —1952,” robbery; id

Missouri, 1955, for breaking into
a Kansas City post office and
forging postal orders; 1959, the
t. Louis market holdup and car

heft. .- o=
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out ‘of high' school m the 10th|.

also_called himself James Me-!

and 163 to 1% pﬁunds Wlth,

merchant seaman and riverboat
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. " FBI Grumbles

r—-~Att0rney General Aggravated Buregw—=

By Glowing Report on King Case

P ' _ By Rowland Evans and Robert Novak

THE DEEP-seated unhappi-
ness of J. Edgar Hoover’s
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion with' its boss, Attorney
General Ramsey Clark, was
aggravated by Clark’s mis-
leading public —optimism
about a quick solution: of the
murder of the Rev. Dr, Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.

FBI agents working on the
King case grumbled privately
that Clark’s repeated state-
ments hinting at imminent
capture of the assassin were
not justified. by the actual
progress of the investigation.
On the contrary, some agents
complained that what legiti-
mate information the Attor
ney General did let drop
risked drying up the killer’s
{rail.

In Justice Department
conferences, Clark  justified
his contribution to the credi-
bility gap on the grounds
that optimistic talk about
closing the case “would help
morale”—that is, calm down
Negro anger in the turbulent
days immediately  following
the murder.”

Simultaneously, there -is
considerable skepticism in-
side the Justice Department
and FBI that the present re-
newed investigation of Black
Power extremist Stokely Car-
michael will result in any ac-
tion.

FBI agents are making de-
tailed ~ probes into Carmi-
chael’s role in formenting the
Washington, D.C.,, riofs of
April 4-6 following Dr. King’s
death, but many feel Clark
will never push for a Carmi-
chael prosecution. The Jus-
tice Department staff over-

wneiningly, recommended Yoy 305207
Carmichael, bt the. Attorney sme L ek
General vetoed the advtce on ) /
e i w2 o e 1068
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By John P. MacKenzie
Washington Post Staft Writer

- Jameés Barl Ray, the accused

{assassin of the Rev. Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr., was placed on

lthe FBI’'s list of @ “Most
'Wanted” men yesterday as the
FBI enlisted citizen coopera-
tion in the Nationwide man-
hunt.

Ray, 40-year-old escapee
from the Missouri State Pris-
on, became the 11th man to
the list pf 10 most wanted
fugitives jin an effort to give
widest circulation to his pic-

ture and fidentifying features. {b

The action came a day after
the Justice Department re-
ivealed it had identified Ray,
alias Eric Starvo Galt, from
latent fingerprints found - at
the scene of the April 4 sniper
murder of Dr. King in Mem-
Phis. ;

- None of the information re-
leased by the FBI appeared
to shed light on the motive for
the slaying that touched off a

7E
o R e
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et

_ ,‘4; WaSHMOTON POST
& TiHES HIfA

period of serious civil disturb-
ances in Washington and other
cities. The FBI declined com-
ment on the progress of the
search.

It was the second time in
the 18year history of. the
“Most Wanted” list that an
1ith' name was added, In
June, 1961, when the FBI add-
ed the name of the suspect in
the:butcher knife slaying of a
Portland, Ore. housewife, the
suspeet was picked up the fol-
lowing day.

More-than 200,000 flyers: will

Hstributed. throughout the
ry over the weekend; the'
Bureau said. .-

Police in the Los. Angeles
suburb  of Baldwin Park,
Calif., picked up a man said
to resemble Ray  yesterday,
but he was released when his
fingerprints proved 10 “be .of
an altogether dxfferent cate
gory from Rays.

sibly used in the assassin’s. get-.

away was found last week—a
landlady said a man bearing a
striking resemblance to Ray
had lived with a young lady in
her apartment complex in Jan-
uary and February and that
the woman had moved away
on April 1. The landlady, who
declined to be named, said the
FBI nad questioned her ard
"shown her pictures of Ray. But
the young woman, located
later by UPI, said the picture
of Ray was net the man she
kniew. She also said the FBI
had not contacted her.

/[The Los Angeles Times re-|
ported a new facet of Ray’s

,famlly background was ~dis.
-elosed yesterday by an uncle;

Wllham E. Maher of Alton,:
111, who said that three of the
nine Ray children were taken.
away from their mother and
placed in orphanages or.foster

In Atlanta—where a car pos-
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.{charge,

]homes The suspect W;\s not
one of these children.

[Maher said’that Ray was al-|
ways a “trouble-maker” butJ
said he knew of no racial in-!
fluence on " Ray’s life that
might have- provaded a motive
for the alleged slaymg He
‘said he last 54w Ray, "fﬁo t 12
years ago.J-

Ray, a drifter with® ob
bery and burglary -»regord
dating back to 1949, is sought
on a Tennessee murder

a Federal  warraht
based ‘on his + escape nearly
ohe year "4g0, from ‘the . Mis-
souri-prison- and another Fed-
eral chirge. “labeled: “myll
cnghts conspiracy.”- -

‘The conspiracy charge was
‘the . only - basis for Federal
ihtervention when it was: fﬂed
Wednesday.

The FBI’s appeal to the pub-
lic included the customary
warning that the man on the
istreet should not attempt any
_capture since Ray is consid-
ered armed‘ ‘and. “éxi;reme}y
dangerous.” g

H¢ was described as a
tive Jof Alt(m R8P and a m
witl. a “rural” accent and
taste for country. music.
TBI said Ray:is about 5 feet,
10 inches “tall, weighing, be-
tween .168 and- 174 ‘pounds,
with with blue eyes and brown
hair and scars on the forehead
and right palm.

' Ray's most conspicuous fea-
ture was said to be a protrud-
ing left ear and: his most no-
ticeable _characteristic was

said to be the nervous habit

of tugging oh hxs left ear lobe
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JAMES EARI. ‘RAY

ALIASES Eric Starvo Gall, W, C. Herron, Harvey Lowmyer, James McBride, James 0'Conner, James Va\ion;lamesﬂyon John Witlard, *Jim”

Pholographs taken 1360

Photograph taken 1968
{eyes drawn by artist)

consent,

DESCRIPTION
GE w bum Malch 10, 1328, Alton, ﬂlIEnals
YE!

" 10"
EIGHT 163(0 l7tpwnds
AIR bmwn nosslbly oot §hnrt

CCUPATIONS: baker, colar malchar, , $abo
CARS AND MARKS: small'scar on cen;erol iorehud snd small scaron

bt Ileﬁkﬂ—

., .
coMPLEme llﬂn
NmoMAuTY Anerdcan

palm of tight h

: REMARKS: mllcaably protruding left -ear reportedly- Is a lone wolfs )

allegedly atlended dance instruction school; has rmﬂelly
completed cousse in bartending

RIMINAL RECORD
ay has been convicted of burglary, mbbery, lov{ ‘U S, Postal lo
: Orders, armed robbery, and operating molor vehicl

& without un

CAUTION
RAY TS s?ucnr IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE
\ancﬂ%&ws SHOT.  CONSIDER ARKED AND EXTREMELY DANe

A Federal watrant was issued on Apil 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alsbama, charging Ray as Eric Starvo Galt with conspiring to-interfere with a. Constitutional-Right of a citizen (Titls ll l) | S

cm Section 241). A
S. Code, Section 1073).

lYOUHAV!lmM“ON( ONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR OFFKE.
TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL lmmwna. ok

Identification Order 4182
April 29, 1968

Federal warrant was also issued on July 20,1967, at Jefierson City, Missouri, charging Ray with Inlmmo Flight to Avoid Confinement for the crime.ol- Robbuy rrut- n,

Ire clor
ZIu of I wsuuﬂu

hshuulan.n €. 253

\E

The latest FBI flyer on James E. Ray, alias Eric Starvo Galt.

PRINT-BY-PRINT PROCESS

-

FBI Assembles an Ideﬁhty“

By JEREMIAH O’LEARY
Star Staff Writer

The FBI's identification of
James Earl Ray as a suspect
in the slaying of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. was a sort of
needle-in-the-haystack opera-
tion combining intuition - with
highly advanced scientific cri-
minology techniques.

The key decision was to eon-
centrate the resources of the
FBI Identification Division on
the exxstmg files of known fu-
gitives. “These ' contain com-
plete sets of fingerprints of
53,000 fugitives among 187 mil-
lion sets of prints in the FBI
files.

Possessing only latent and
partial prints left behind in
various places by the suspect,
it was necessary for the ID
experts to begin checking the
530,000 _single fmgerprlnts in
the fugitive file against the
incomplete traces left behind
by the murder suspect.

The FBI will not say how
mang_prints, in- its possession
are consulered as sohd evi-

dence, but in no case was
there a complete impression of
a hand and many of the prmts
were of palms or blurred sin-
gle fingers. The number of
useful prints probably did not
exceed 10, including those re-
covered from the suspected
murder weapon and other
items the killer is believed to
have touched.

Experts explained that if
they had had the prints of all
Ray’s fingers, it would have
been -possible to classify and
identify them quickly. With
the partial prints it had ob-
tained, the FBI decided it had
to focus first on ‘the fugitive

file.

By use of a standard elec-
tronic sorting device, he fugi-
tive prints were flushed out of
the 187 million sets of points
and the painstaking search
egan.

Complicating the task was
the fact that the suspect’s
prints did not reach the FBI
all at once.

Dr. ng was shotbo death ;

on April 4. The suspected rifle
was found almost immediately
nd was flown from Memphis,
Tenn. to the FBI crime labora-
tory here along with 68 other
items of evidence. Only partial
latent prints of a few fingers
and a palm were found on the
rifle. More were found on a
pair of binoculars believed to
have been the
sniper. Additional prints were
found later on other undis-
closed items.

New evidence - continued to
turn up, including more finger-
prints as late as-April 12. By
noon of April 19 the FBI had
identified the suspect. pre-
viously identified as Eric
Starvo Galt, alias Johni Willard
and Harvey Lowmyer as in
reality an escaped - conviet
named James Earl Ray.

This quickly led to Ray’s en-
tire criminal and military rec-
ord, his birthplace, -his rels-
tives and much information
about his habits, past dpcupa-
tions and’ leads ’ about laces.
where he mlght taker geA 5

o
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For ng Slaylng Suspect

By the Associahdl’mn

What may be the. uatmns
most intensive manhunt gained
fresh pressure yesterday when
the FBI placed on, its “most
wanted”. list a fugmve convict
accused of murder in the dsgas-
sination of Dr.. Martin Luﬁhe
King Jr.

James Earl Ray, a 40'year-old
habitual eriminal, is being hunt-
ed by police from border to bor-
der and beyond for. the April 4
sniper slaying in Memphis,
Tenn., of the Negro civil rights
leader from Atlanta. -~

The FBI always has limited its

list of most wanted criminals to:

10 names but it lengthened this
roll of dishonor to 11 by adding
Ray, a white loner known also
by the name of Eric Starvo Galt
and by six other aliases.

In addition to a state first-
degree murder warrant issued
in Memphis, Ray is wanted on
federal charges of conspiracy to
deny Dr. King his ‘civil rights
and of flight to escape confine-
ment. The latter stems from
April 1967 escape from the Mis-
souri Penitentiary at Jeffersopy
City where he was starting his
eighth year on a 20-year sen-
tence for armed robbery.

In announcing the unprece-
dented step of adding an 1lth
name to the ‘10 most wanted”
list, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoo-
ver announced it was done ‘‘to
insure the widest possible dis-
semination of Ray’s photograph
and description to help effect his
earliest possible location.”

As usual, the FBI is appealing
‘| to the public for help in spotting
its: man and—as usual—gives
implied warning against any ef-
:|fort by a plain citizen to appre-
-1 hend the criminal unaided.

“Ray should be considered
armed and exfremely danger-

MAN ‘RESEMBLING RAY’ LIVED

IN ATLANTA EARLY IN 1968

ATLANTA (UPI) — A man bearing “ig very. strkag; ;

resemblance” to FBI pictures of the prison escapee sought
in the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. lived with a
woman in an apartment here during January and February,
a landlady said yesterday. ;

“From what I saw of him, he bore a very striking
resemblance to the FBI pxctures ” said the landlady, who
asked to remain unidentified.

The woman said FBI agents questioned her Friday and
showed her pictures of James Earl Ray, a 40-year-old
escapee from the Missouri State Penitentiary who has been
identified by the FBI as the elusive Eric Starvo Galt; wanted
for the slaying of King.

She said that the young woman with whom the man
stayed moved out of her apartments April 1 but left a
forwarding address. The woman told the landlady that her
husband was in the Navy and that her visitor was her -

brother.

The young woman, shown pictures of Ray by. UPI
reporters, said he was not the man she knew. She sald tT

FBI had not contacted her.

to 174 pounds. He has blue eyes
and  brown hair usually worn
short. Forehead and right palm
bear small scars. His nose is
narrow and straight, teeth even.
And he has a noticeably protrud-
ing left ear, the lobe of which he
reportedly tugs when nervous.

In addition to armed robbery,
Ray has been convicted of bur-
glary, forgery of a postal money
order and unauthorized use of a
motor vehicle. He has been con-
fined in the Los Angeles County
jail, two state prisons in Illinois
and the U. S. Penitentiary at
Leavenworth, Kan,

During nearly three years
the Army he received a thre
month sentence for drunkennegs
and breaking arrest. He was di-

charged in December 1943 for
ineptness and lack of adaptabili-

ty to military service.

DATE e ous., Anyone with information
concerning this fugitive is re-
quested to immediately contact
the nearest office of the FBI, the
telephone number of which may
be found on the first page of
local telephone directories.”
Reportedly a native of Illinois,
- |Ray Js described as about 5 feet,

[T TR
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!Phone Call
:On Shooting
:Is Unverified

A Somerville, Tenn, man has
teported overhearing part of a
Yemphis telephone conversation
in which a white man spoke of
shooting someone on a balcony a
few hoyrs before the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., was|
slain, but sources close to the;
mvestlgation of the King slaying!
ihcident cannot be verified and
is believed to be without founda4
Hgn. 4
john McFerrén, a Negro cjvi
yights worker and owner d
§tére in Somerville, reported tof
duthorities that he overheardy
the conversation in a produc
market in Memphis on April 4
but attaehed no significance to iy
$t the time.

» According to McFerren, -:
zaaw a2 heavy-set white man wit :
% scar on his right cheek using]

#ral hours before a sniper fata]-
Ay wounded King. His aceount of
‘conversation is that the man
‘ﬂald

»_ “Shoot the S.0.B. on he balco-
lpy Don’t worry abouyt the mon-
ay. You'll get your $5,000. Don’t
Fome here, Your brother will get
it (the money) in New Orleans.”

DATE .. 7/ .“.”.?f .Y The Federal Bureau of Invesu-i
gatlon and the Department of
PAGE {:\ ) Q Justice today refused to com-

. ment on McFerren’s story but
authoritative sources said the in-

. “cident cannot be substantiated.
-~ THE WASHINGTCN POST , The proprietors of the produce
& TIMES HERALD Atore findicated that it is norm el - 703 -7
, dor them to call New Orlex VARGHED .., TNDERED
; “from]| Memphis to order o
.__.X, THE EVENING STAR ‘shiprjents. pIt is common fo SERIALIZED .ff/ l‘rnﬁ)/(]”(x7
ge to mention fairly lar o udARipb ILE UL £ T o
~~~~~ THE SUNDAY STAR 5 of meoney in these calls. é ?R 3“4”1958
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" The Powsamwe
., any public prog

BI Silent .

ess T

in the hunt for James Earl

" Ray,  the - accused ' sniper
slayer of the Rev. Dr. Mar-

tin Luther King Jr.

The agency also had no!
comment on a Time maga
zine report that a Memphis
man overheard a Memphis.
businessman giving orders

to shoot Dr. King.

Without identifying the
tipster, Time said: “A Mem-
phian told Time and later
the FBI that he had over-

heard a local businessman -

giving an unknown trigger- ¢
‘man urgent orders to Kill
King on the balcony of his
motel, and even specifying
the price for the job ($5000)

and the pi%&,e/vm‘nt,for his
fee (New Orleans).” :

DATE /7/2—_7///
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ﬂa Galt Descrlptlons
fVary, Cause Confusion|

3

€

IMEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — A|cause earlier official statements
ranking Memphis police officer indicate that Galt and Ray were

;&hl;!ll:wll:gg:: dxf;:::;a ngees” ‘;: in different places at the same

official descriptions of the man |time.
seught as the sniper slayer of| When Galt was charged as a
Iy, Martin Luther King Jr. conspirator in King’s death by
»Asst. Chief Bill Price referred |rifle bullet, the FBI said the
statements that James Ear] {man. had taken dancing lessons
y, 40, an escaped Missouri in New Orleans' in 1964-85. The
cpnvict, and Eric Starvo Galt,[FBI said later thé earlier de-
first sought in connection with seription. should have said Galt
King’s April 4 assassination in{reportedly took dancinglessons
Memphxs, are the same person, [rather than stating so flatly.
+“You don’t know what to look| During that time, Ray inl
for ” Price said yesterday as|the Missouri State Pnsona Jef. |
alficers here and eisewhere con-|ferson City, serving a 2
tinued their investigation of the |sentence for a 1059 superm ket
ls&:y;mgnn'rh: nationwide man-|rohbery. i
nt continues.
*The :‘B % :%sues% R conspnracy m'lél‘));m@cgte of the man also was’
warran nesday for Galt,
ther updated its case Friday by Wxtnl:_ss esmwomhq sawh_a man ina
ving a fingerprint comparison Memphis ing house from
z ed Galt was really Ra wheré the fatal bullet was fired
" naming of Ray in thz ase | Stimated his age as in the late
&au confugsmn 3;'im il %e 205, The FBL in laguing s war-
o » primarily be-| opi for Galt, said he had given

s birthdate ‘That
ould make Him e FBI
aid Friday Ray is 40. ;

The personalities of the two
n ‘are sometimes at odds. A
rison pal described Ray as vir-
ually a nondrinker. The FBI de-
cribés Galt as a fancier of beer
nd vodka. i

There were other differenges*
Galt: neat appearance. Hay:'
areless appearance. .
Galt: Southern accent. Ray:
rn in Alton, Iil. No Southtrn
ccent. »

Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark, who
ame to Memphis aftér ng

e 7 ~R2 LY
pace - b

WAL as slain, at first ruled out a (
e THE WASHINGTON POST onspiracy, but-then the FBI is- / s “'ﬁ& (
& TIMES HERALD ued its wa;rant for Galt ona SEARCHED....... DEXED )
cnspiracy charge. : ,
X' U, Poglce here have-their own SERML'ZEDM FILED.. /[%
\__ THE EVENING STAR :jnvestigatmn of the slaying un- APR 24 1968
er way. FB ==
THE SUNAY STAR One theary within the Mem- WASH v v
e ~ his  department ' is ‘that Eric l /f P
tgrve Galt is a myth, painstik-

. THE WASHINGTCN DAILY NEWS ‘created by the conspifa;
§asasmoke}lseraex;dd iod A
. WASHINGTON-AFRO AMERICAN 8 tf;;’?‘}?g{e s:;,“‘ -
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en - arrested for 1968—Ray photo used by: FBI

seeking “Eric Starvo Galt.” ﬁwﬂ E
were drawn by artist). iyl

. 1966—Another photo of Ray taken
For this at Missouri State Penitentiary,
) where he escaped last April.

*. 1952—Suspect ‘James Earl Ray  1959—Ray wh
‘when. he served 2-year sentence robbery in St. Louis.

in: Joliet, TII,, state prison. . he got 20:year term.
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From PI‘]SOII

B‘y Paul W. Va;lent'me s
- ‘Washington Post.Staff Writer '

A Mlssourl ‘State ‘Penitentiary escapee named James
Earl Ray was identified by the FBI yesterday as the
man masquerading as Eric Starvo Galt; sought through-
out the Nation-in connection with the murder of the
Rev. Dr. ‘Martin-Luther King Jr. 4

The’ announcement ‘made here by Attorney General
Ramsey Clark,  marked the®-
first time in the two weeks
since Dr. King’s death in Mem-
phis that the FBI disclosed a
JDbositive’. identification  of a
suspect )

Ray, 40, escaped 1ast April
23 from: ‘the Missouri State
Penitentiary in. Jefferson City,
Mo., where he was in his
seventh year, of  a’ 20year
armed-robbery sentence.

FBI director J. Edgar Hoo-
ver said agents linked the case
to Ray through. latent finger-
prints.” Hoover’s formal an-
nouncement did not say where |
‘the prints were found, but, sev-|
leral prints’ were known. to!
thave-béen taken by the FBI 1n‘l
the rooming house from which -
the assassin shot Dr. ng as|

the civil rights leader stood ‘on}
a' motel-baleony. -

‘FBI spokesmen saxd the
prints were traced to Ray)
after. 4" painstaking, ‘page-by-!
1ge b -of fingerprings’
filéd agaihst more than 53,000
persons for - whom “wanted ho-
tices” have:been pubhshed i

‘Ray; ‘who has an extensive:
eriminal record, Tias tised not;
only the Erie Galt -alias but!
also the names’' Harvey Low-'
meyer, John. Willard, James-
McBnde James Wa}ton w. C.\
Herron and James OConner,
the FBI said.

His whereabouts’ from Apﬂl,}
1967, when he escapej, uitil,
| August, 1967, when he report-
edly surfax:ed as. ‘Enc Starvo’
‘Gal’c a tenant of ‘a roomting!
ihouse - in” Birmingham, Ala.,
are apparently uncleaf.

_The -segpiing discrépi

nis that

‘7
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whengxm W rip primw‘

were based on stoties that he
h.lmself fabncated Federal
hources said. :

‘It also has never been ex
plained how Ray acquired the |,
money to purchase the white
Mustang that was found aban-
doned in Atlanta the day_aft-

"er the assassination.

. Missouri Penitentiary rec-
ords show Ray was born in
Alton, 111, an industrial town
of 43,000 persons located north
of and across the Mississippi
River from St. Louis, Mo.

‘He achieved a 10th grade
education; penitentiary offi-
cials said, and began develop-
ing an arrest record in 1949.

He worked as a baker and la-|

borer. .

"He served prison terms for
burglary in California, armed
robbery in Illinois and forgery
of money orders in Missouri
during-the 1950s.

In 1960, he was convxcted of
armed robbery in a $150 gro-
cery store holdup in St. Louis,
and began a 20-year term on
March 17, 1960.

Penitentiary records eclerk]

Harry Lauf said Ray made
two abortive jailbreaks, in
1961 and 1966, before he was
successful last April when he
was believed to have’ hidden
in a wooden crate used for

transporting loaves of bread

from the Penitentiary to the
Renz penitentiary farm five
miles away.

“Thare is evxdence—we
never did find cons$pirators--
that he was hidden with ‘the:
bread on top of his body,”
Reuters news -agency quotes
Warden Harold Swenson as
saying. “The bread arrived in
bad condition at the farm,” ¢

“He was caught going over

the wall in 1961, said Lauf,|

“and they found him hlding in
a ventilator in 1966.”

Aside from his escape hab
its, said Lauf, Ray was é.
“fairly good” prisoner.

After the 1966 jailbreak at:
tempt, Ray was sent teo ‘:e
state. mental hospital in Ful-
ton, Mo., for observation, but
was retu ed to the: peniten-
tiary without any finding- of

mental dxsbrder hospital offj: | is A
vofﬁce m‘ﬁﬂed a motion ‘to the

cials said.” ~

S

Ray was an. enllsted man _in
Y:H@”'O‘ S “Army tromy: Fobrusty,
1946 to ‘December, 1948, and
‘was, .given a. general discharge
‘because of “lack, of adaptabil-
ity” to military servme W lfe
in ‘service, he also served 8
three-month sentence at hard
labor. for being drunk and
breaking arrest, Hoover said.

He described Ray as § feet
10 inches tall, weighing 163 to
174 pounds with blue eyes,
brown hair and a small scar
on his forehead and another
on the paim of his right hand.

Pen@tentuary officialy - said
Ray. ‘was' a “loner,” which|
maftches descmptlons by per-
sons who knew the man who
called himself Galt in the Bir-
mmgham rooming hotuse.

In a° “wanted” poster for
Ray, when he" escaped last
year, the pamphlet reportedly
hsted two brdthers, John Ray,
of St. Louis, amd Jerry W.
Ray, of: Wheelmg, I1I;, United
Press International reported.

The FBI has denied reports
that it has a brySthEr of Eric
Starve ' Galt .in: custody and
that the brother is aiding the
search for.the assassin.

When the FBI obtained a
conspiracy warrant ‘against
Galt earlier this week, it

‘charged that Galt “and an in-

dividual-who he alleged to be
his. brother” entered into a
conspiracy to deprive Dr. King
of his civil rights. The FBI re-
fused: to: ‘give "details .on the
“brother” yesterday.

UPI -also reported that an
FBI ‘alert was issued Thursday |
to all law enforcement” agen-
¢ies in Imperial County, Calif;,
for ‘a man fitting Galt’s “de]
scription seen near the Mexi-

fbecausﬁ ﬂ:hey are
gltmes. S ;

. DePygh of - Norbom
is- Jeader of the Minut

Both are appealmg
conviction for National’
arms vwlations. The ' Go

January and m‘
Canada.’

The Distrlct Attom
fice, in, its motion, ‘qu
informant “of appa
ability”  as - sayln

other Mmutemen that
goes to jail, certain, pi
connected with his. p
tion -and othérs: ar

assassinated, including’
Luther King.”:

can border. The alert ‘said -the

‘man. Was seen Monday on- a

back:‘road  four and a half
mile’s‘ west of ‘El Centro, Calif.

- Informant Says King

W.as on Death List

‘KANSAS CITY, Apr11 19
(AP)—-T‘he ‘Federal  Govern-
ment has taken cognizance of
a-report that the Rev Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King’:
among persons marke
sassmahon if: EObe
DePug

The U.S;

‘-—m—k!m?
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gm Thought it Had Him

alif. Combed for Galt

The FBI, reportedly acting on a tip from an :
snformer, apparently thought it had a good
chance of catching Eric Starvo Galt, suspected
assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, in Califor-
nia Wednesday.

On the strength of the tip, the FBI rushed to
oblain a conspiracy warrant for Galt. Tennessee
authorities at the same time issued a murder
warrant.

Tip either was wrong or Galt eluded authori-
ties fsources disclosed yesterday. A good part of
the nvestigation apparently still centers in Cali-
forada, where Galt attended a bartending school
ruary and March.

MINUTEMEN

Meanwhile an interesting twist in the case
comes from Kansas City where the U. S. Attor-
ney’s office revealed yesterday that an informant
of “‘apparent reliability” reported some time ago
that Minuteman chieftain Robert B. DePugh had
ordered the assassination of several persons, in-
cluding Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., i he ever
went to jJail.

-DePugh disappeared late last year. His right-
wing guerilla group believes the government is
being taken over by communists.

Anthony P. Nugent Jr., assistant U.S. Attor-
ney, fsaid, however, that “nobody to my knowl-
edgd considers DePugh a suspect in the King

““alleged brother.” No co-conspirator was na
in the warranis. :

The FBI has traced Galt's activities to Big
mingham, Memphis, Atlanta and Los Angeles.'l*
lived in a South Brimingham Rooming house i#§

3
3

Birmingham, apparently on the theory Galt m:
have returned to Alabama after the killing.

A picture of Galt, 36, described. as “‘armed ai%ndf
extremely dangerous,” was obtained by the FBI

from the International School of Bartending in
; Los Angeles, where Galt graduated March 2.

“He was a nice fellow with a nice
very intelligent,” said Mr. Lau of Galt. “1
believe he did this. There must be some mistake
somewhere.”

There were reports from Los Angeles today
that added more dimensions to the profile of
Galt.

WALLACE MAN

He is believed to be a strong supporter of the
presidential bid of former Alabama governor
George C. Wallace. His strong anti-Negro feelings
once led to a violent argument with a girl in a
Hollywood cocktail lounge.

The FBI seems very interested in the evidence
that he made at least one mysterious trip to New
Orleans recently.

v - —UPI Photo , , .
Durger. . . Thomas R. Lau, head of the bartenders’ school, _ 1'S kmown that he’s a steady drinker, altern:

‘Tht FBI in Washington yesterday said it “has  attended by the suspect, holds FBI poster or Galt. v moody and quarrelsome in public. :
n0 one in custody in connection with Dr. King's A devotee of hillbilly music and an avid d A

slaying,” but a reliable source said agents either he took lessons at several dance studios in
ywere in communication with or questioning Galt’s Angeles.

e 7 /8 -(%
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 20, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer,
John Willard, James McBride, James
Walton, W, C. Herron and James
O'Conner

FUGITIVE

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought
under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil
rights leader Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added to the FBI's list of
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives., "

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of
Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives' list, which already contains ten fugi-
tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray'é photograph and
description to help effect his earliest possible location.

Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since
the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal-

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, believed fired from the

YY-7°3.290
SEARCHED NDEXED,
SERIALIZED, usng@-z

APR2 41968

FBI — WASH. F. 0.

M\//S < /L/ W%

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim.
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An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finger-
prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons
on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Division,
succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17,
1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere
with a Constitutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray is also sought for un-
lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery,
based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri.
He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jeffersoﬂ City, Missouri,
in March; 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery
and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September,
1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum
security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missing
from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967,

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been
convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money
Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and
Pontiac, Dlinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth,
Kansas.

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December,
1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and
breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack
of adaptability for military service.

-2 -
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Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois

on } He is approximately 5'10" inches tall, weighs from 163

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He
has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his
right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and
straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at
an ear lobe., His left ear protrudes noticeably.

Acquaintances describe him as a '"loner'" and "drifter' whose
language and diction reflect a ''rural' quality and indicate he has had limited
education.

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks
vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant
seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked
as a baker, laborer and color matcher.

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons.
He also completed a ¢ourse at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles
area early in 1968.

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous,
Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately
contact the nearest office of the FBI, the telephone number of which may be

found on the first page of local telephone directories.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Re,Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
File No. April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's ""Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives' list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the
widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt
location., Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted
notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968,
charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti-
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the
Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine-
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of
burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on[: Ray
is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown
hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.

Described as a '"loner and "drifter, ' with a ''rural'’ quality in his speech, Ray
has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and
completed a course at a school of bartending.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information

concerning him to the nearest FBI office. o7 329 /
SEARCHED INDEXED
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To: SAC, Washington Field

FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION
FUGITIVE PUBLICITY

Enclosed is material on JAMES EARL RAY,
I.0. #4182, who was added to the list of "Ten Most Wanted
Fugitives, ' Saturday, p.m., April 20, 1968,

You should furnish this material to your
established outlets in accordance with previous arrangements.

In the event the fugitive is captured or process
dismissed, it will be your responsibility to notify the recipients
of the material to preclude publicizing the individual after he
has been removed from a fugitive status.

Proposed transmittal form card:

Attached is material on JAMES EARL RAY
who was added to the FBI's list of "Ten Most
Wanted Fugitives," Saturday, p.m., April 20, 1968.

Enclosures

Memoranda

Spot Announcements
Identification Orders
Photographs, glossy Tx10
Photographs, dull 7x10

Pt DN b

SEARCHED......., ... ey

Photographs, glossy 5x7 1 seunzen G SIPL)

Photographs, glossy 3x5 LPT 2 41068
Photographs, dull 4x6 | bBi -~ WASH. . U,
Photographs, glossy 2 1/2x4 )

Wanted Flyers
Slides

Total
Placards
(Under Separate Cover)

U1 O
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4/24/68

PLAINTEXT
TELETYPE URGENT
TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND SACS, CHICAGO (44-1114),

MINNEAPOLIS, AMD PHILADELPHIA
FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703)
MURKIN,

TODAY VETERANS ADMINISTRATION (VA), HEADQUARTERS, WASH-

INGTON, D,C., ADVISED JAMES EARL RAY, BORN

[j ENLISTED UNITED STATES ARMY FEBRUARY NINETEEN FORTYTWO,
IN CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, AND DISCHARGED DECEMBER TWENTYTHREE
FORTYEIGHT. ADDRESS AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT, FIVE THREE EIGHT
EAST BROADWAY, ALTON, ILLINOIS. RAY ASSIGNED VA CLAIM NUMBER
SEVEN SIX SIX ONE THREE FOUR ZERO. FILE LOCATED VA REGIONAL
OFFICE, CHICAGO. RAY HAD INSURANCE POLICY NUMBER N ONE NINE
EIGHT SIX EIGHT THREE THREE SIX. INSURANCE RECORDS MAINTAINED

/ A 2ot }:”??z
Bureau o Ao

Teletype Unit o4

Kansas City (44-760) (AM)

Memphis (44-1987) (AM)

9 Qdorshed

(2)- wro Sotatuod L/
! “; R : ‘!). 14 4 ::f’,’/i:. C/’ ini@m T
{)‘/w (:3; Pu/dk/im \/)/:/ Fiisd ._ /@:

s NN
¢ ¢ 8

'

A 705283
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WFO 44-703
PAGE TWO

VA INSURANCE CENTER, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, OR ST. PAUL,
MINNESOTA. NO RECORD FOR RAY AT VA BOARD OF VETERANE APPEALS.

CHICAGO REVIEW VA FILE.

PHILADELPHIA AND ST. PAUL ATTEMPT TO REVIEW INSURANCE
RECORDS.,

AIRMAIL COPIES TO MEMPHIS AND KANSAS CITY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

P.
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Complaint Form
FD-71 (Rev. 10-26-65)

NOTE: Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder.
Indices: [ |Negative [ ]See below

Subject’s name and aliases Address of subject Character of case
MURKIN
Complainant Complainant’s address and Complaint received
KAYNE V. DRAPER e e o
Reporter for "Army Times" ia¥1t257§ark Twin TOWERS$ersonal X Telephonic
Pus.phone#554-7160 18 "o ST, SH.WDC
3 & 5t.,SW, pase 4724/68 . 8:25PM
tel# 737-1119 ate ime
Race Sex Height Hair Build Birth date and Birthplace
[IMale p
n§ | Age Weight Eyes Complexion
§‘§ "] Female
'g @ Scars, marks or other data
-

Facts of complaint

Complainant said he has carefully reviewed the
photos of JAMFS BARL RAY as reflected on I0 # 4182 and has come to
the ronclusion that the 1960 photo of RAY is not ident with the 1968

photo in this I0. He thinks they are photos ©f two different persons
for the following reasons:

(1) 1960 phto (middle photo on I0) of RAY reflects
his openings of nostrils are about threee timesythe openings of
nostrils in 1968 photo. larger than

(2) 1960 rhoto shows two exfreme depressions of his
left ear; and also this left ear has a pronounced ridge. ©n the othaor

hand, the 1968 photo on this I0 depicts no depressions or ridge
of his left ear,

In veew of above nose and ear observations, complainant
said he wishes to call to the attention of FBI his conclustion that
they ae not photos of one and same person,

Above for info,

Y4 -To3 294

SEARCHED _ INDEXED

smmuzm% n_w@
APR2 4 1968

Lo FBL— WAcH. F. 0.
L._E\Lw [ 75

h
Action Recommended

LOUIS A, CRESCIOLI

{Agent)
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FBI YFO
FBI WASH DC
757PM

FBI WASﬁ%aq*~*

7248 P "IR"GENT{;
TO DIRECTOR }wy_‘

FROM NEW Yaaa 44-1609 ;;
MURKIN

© RE: ALLEGED ONE HUNDRED'

Fmsr, sr,_rtm ﬁlxwzmg ouL
BEEN WADE. AT A nrﬂmxafArrEnnEi~sv

END PA GE ONE -
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;PVA:GE Iléo :

LYNCH DID NOT KNOW ANY FU
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FRI WFO

[T -

FBI WASH DC
750PM IRGENT 4-24-68 BJP

Y TO ALL SACS - RELAY MESSAGE ?LAN

FROM DIRECTOR 44- 38861 2P H_;ﬁ{@%&

MURKIN

CONTACTS SHOULD BE WAINTAIED WITH ALL MASS COMMUﬁICATIONS
MEBIA IN YOUR TERRITORY TO IMSURE THQT THERE IS FREQUENT -/ <£uwk‘a~»
‘PEFERENCE TO ‘RAY AND HIS SGMQECTIGN WITH THIS CASE.
SINCE You HAVE PREVIGUSLY BEEHaABVlSED THAT JAMES EARL
RAY IS IDERTICAL WITH ERIC STA 0 GALT A&D YGU HAVE BEEN

FURNISHED 10°S ARD WANTED’FLY XS 0N RA
mPs HMIE BEEw Rmzww ‘oN Mff) 4\75[

JAMES EARL RAY AND BNBER ALL eF Hfs{xmown ALIASES AS SET  |— 0oPP
FORTH ON THE 10°S AND WANTED FL?ERS.: THIS IS TO INSURE THAT ofiol®

THE BUREAU WILL BE IMMEEIATELY NUTIFIED IF THE SUBJECT IS

?lvnu ARE TO BE
CERTAIN THAT ALL APPRGPRIAT ;

ARRESTED OR COMES TO THE ATTENTION OF AUTHORITIES WITH wHoM
STOPS PLACED. . S 2o S

OFFICES COVERING DEPARTURE R ARRIVAL GF OVERSEAS
FLIGHTS SHOULD HAVE RENEWED STOPS AND SUBJECT'S PHOTOGRAPH
SHOULD BE DISPLAYED APPROPRIATELY, -
END PAGE ONE | |

a\/ " e | . : SEARCHE"&&_;NQCX £u .
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- PAGE TWO

ALL OFFICES SHOULD cozem;@*‘ '“P?RQPRIATE INVESTIGATION t AP 9 P s
AT ALL “HIPPIE" ROOMING HGHS s-ma smn_AR ESTABLISHMENTS TO o p e
OBTAIN ANY mmamnou WHATSBE\FER CONCERNING RA‘{. RN ‘ /,vev*”’

APPROPRIATE LEGATS BEIWG ABVISEB SEPﬁRATELYc
ARMED AND DA&GE?@SS. ST   _f“ﬁ¥5,~ St
END Lo
LAC
FBI WFO
; v
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