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SIMS SUGGESTS BUREAU AGENT BE PRESENT AT TIME OF 

DELIVERY TO ARRANGE FOR CUSTODY OF INSTANT MIL ORDER FORM.

WFO MAINTAIN LIAISON ^TH OFFICE POSTAL INSPECTOR IN 

CHARGE, WASHINGTON, D. C. TO OBTAIN INSTANT WIL ORDER FORM 

AND THEREAFTER FURNISH TO FBI LABORATORY FOR LATENT

FINGERPRINT AND HANDWRITING EXAMINATION.

AIRMAIL COPIES SENT TO MOBILE AND JACKSONVILLE.
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1M2 EDITION
OSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.1

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO *: SAC, WFO (44-703)

raoMV CLERK, CONRAD RING

date: 4/13/68

subject: MURKIN / r
/ ^___—->---- —

At 7:15 PM, this date, BETO^^UNNINGHAM. ' 951 14th St.
S. E. , WDC (no phone), telephonicall/ advised the WFO of the 
following: '

CUNNINGHAM stated he hacks for Yellow Cab in WDC; 
cab #84, generally at night. He had occasion at 2:00 AM, this 
date, to pick up a fare at the Trailways bus terminal, NY Ave 
NW, and transport him to the Burlington Hotel, 1120 Vt. Ave 
nw. -cr.^^

CUNNINGHAM stated this individual strongly resembled 
the artist conception of the killer he saw in the newspapier, 
with the exception that his fare’s hair was darker. CUNNINGHAM 
further stated that the man seemed in "left field" and thought 
maybe under the influence of narcotics as no intoxicants 
evident. This person stated he had come from New York. He 
wore what was believed to be a new suit, shoes, billfold, etc. 
Once at the hotel CUNNINGHAM went inside as the man had to 
break a large bill. CUNNINGHAM stated that the man was 
carrying approximately $700 - $1000 in cash, mostly in $100 
dollar bills. He gave a different name to the hotel clerk, 
and further stated he had come from "down south". He deposited 
$40 and is expected to be there until Monday next. He had 
given CUNNINGHAM the name of BENNELI (PH). He had three 
apparently new suitcases plus a suit box from a store In 
Jacksonville, North Carolina.CUNNINGHAM stated that the man 
made no mention of DR, KING or any racial overtones. He did 
think it a shame for troops to be on the street of WDC.

Above for info purposes

SEARCH ED. M^n^rj/p 
SERlALIZEtf^Z/f1.FIlEO. >

1 - WFO
CLR

APR 1 ^ 1968 
FBI—WASH.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OTTKJNAL FORM NO. 10
. MAY 1MI KOmON

OSA FFMR <41 CFR) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to :SAC, WFO (44-703) P

from :sa JOHN L. PATTERSON

subject :murkIN

date:4/25/68

Re Memo of Clerk Conrad Ring to SAC, WFO, 4/13/68

On 4/15/68 Daniel Hirsh, clerk, Burlington,Hotel, 
1120 Vermont Ave., advised he was on duty at 2;66 am, 
4/13/68, Hirsh was displayed an artists conception of 
the assassin and stated that he remembered checking into 
the hotel no person resembling the sketch. He remembered 
cashing a large bill for someone during the night but this 
person raised no suspicions in Hirsh and Hirsh was unable to 
remembers the persons name. Hirsh could offer no description 
of the individual.

JLP
1.(44-703)

Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL NO. 10
MAT IM BOmON
OSA FPMR (41 CPW) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, WFO (44-703) date: 4/24/68

from : SA ROBERT W. DAWSON

SUBJECT: MURKIN - CR

RE: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE 
10 # 41882 
WF it 442-A 
TOP TEN 
CR - CONSPIRACY 
UFAC - ROBBERY

Above is caption of case relating to the assassination 
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr. The Bureau has instructed that 
under no circumstances should anyone be told this investigation 
is in connection with captioned matter.

Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr., was murdered at Memphis, 
Tennessee at about 6:03 p.m., on 4/4/68, by a single shot from a 
30.06 rifle fired from a rooming house in the vicinity of KING’S 
motel. KING was standing on a second floor deck at the time he 
was shot. The rifle and other items possessed by the killer who 
registered in the rooming house as JOHN WILLARD were abandoned 
at or near the rooming house. The killer is reported to have 
fled in a white Mustang automobile. The gun was purchased in 
Birmingham, Alabama by a HARVEY LOWMEYER or LOWMYER.

Investigation has disclosed one ERIC STARVO GALT was 
in Birmingham during the Fall of 1967 and was registered at a 
motel near Memphis the night before KING’S murder.

^316/ WFO
PCI Usage File)
Each Agent on Squads ASAC, C-l, C-2, C-3, C-4,

J RWD:acd< 

(316)

S-2, S-3, S-4, S-5, S-6, S-7, and-S^)
SEARCHED—
SERIALIZED^

..INDEXED.

JAILED 2
APR 2 61968
FBI — WASH. F. O.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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WFO 44-703

ERIC STARVO GALT was identified as JAMES EARL RAY 
by the FBI Identification Division and is now considered the 
subject of this case. His whereabouts are unknown.

The following is a description of RAY:

Name:

Race:
Sex:
Birth data:

Height:
Weight:
Complexion:
Eyes:
Hair:
Build:
Occupations:
Scars and marks:

Army Serial Number:

JAMES EARL RAY 
aka EARL JAMES RAY 
W.C. HERRON 
EARL JAMES 
JAMES MC BRIDE 
JAMES O'CONNER 
JAMES WALTON 
JAMES WALYON 
ERIC STARVO GALT 
JOHN WILLARD 
HARVEY LOWMYER 
"JIM" 
White 
Male 
Born______
At Decatur, Quincy, or Alton, 
Illinoi s 
5'10" 
174
Ruddy 
Blue
Brown
Medium
Laborer and Baker
Small scar on center of forehead 

m of right hand

All Agents promptly contact all informants or potential 
informants and advise case Agent by routing slip of negative results. 
Positive information should receive immediate and preferred handling 
utilizing teletypes.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

- 2 -
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

nn)B 4/26/1968

JAMES BONES, Postal Inspector, Room 3026,
Main Post Office Building on April 26, 1968 delivered 
one mail order form addressed to the Superintendent 
of Documents, Government Printing Office from 
ERIC S. GALT, E Street, Elberta, Alabama to 
HARRY J. HUMPHREY, Administrative Assistant to the 
Public Printer, Government Printing Office#
The form ws postmarked April 22, 1968, Pensacola, Florida#

BONES added the Postmaster in Alberta, Alabama

said there is no such addresv#' The above form was not 
in an envelope and so the form was postmarked and 
treated as a item of mail# No money was attached to the 
form for the cost of the book requested "Federal Income 
Tax".

J. ROBERT SIMS, Assistant Postal Inspector
In Charge, Chattanooga, Tennesseee forwarded it
in an envelope to A.. J. MURRAY, Postal Inspector In Charge, 
Washington, D. Co JAMES BONES, Postal Inspector 
received it on April 26, 1968#

o. 4/26/1968 „, Washington, D. C.nLi UFO 44-703 jUO

SA ROGER D. ASHLAl^RDA; rda 4/26/1968

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside ypur agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

„... 4/26/1968

1

HARRY J. HUMPHREY, Administrative Assistant to 
the Public Printer, Government Printing Office, furnished 
a Mail Order Form to the Government Printing Office 
postmarked Pensacola, Florida , April 22, 1968, 
requesting a Federal Income Tax Book to be sent to 
ERIC STARVO GALT, E Street, Elberta, Alabama,

The above form wgs retained in the possession 
of SA ASHLAND until turned over to SA JAMES H. MORTIMER, 
FBI Laboratory on April 26, 1968.

on 4/26/68 ot Washington, D. C, nie#-^ 44-703-J^

by___ SA ROGER D. ASHLANDlrda Date dictated___ 4/26/68_________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

nn)a 4/26/1968 

1

CARPER BUCKLEY, Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office said they do not have an 
account in the name of ERIC STARVO GALT. He added 
in answer to a request, the Government Printing Office 
sent today, a copy of the book “Federal Income Tax” to 
ERIC STARVO GALT, E Street, Elberta, Alabama. They 
also enclosed a letter stating the cost of the book 
and explaining the book was sent due to the nature 
of the request concerning income tqx. An envelope 
addressed to the Government Printing Office was 
enclosed* BUCKIEY added he would advise the FBI if 
they receive a reply*

nn 4/26/1968 nt Washington, D. C. F1|ftg WFO 44-703^ 5^ ^

hv SA ROGER D. ASHLAND:RDA;rda Date,ir(nU 4/26/1968

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 4/26/68

SAC, WFO (44-703)

MURKIN

ATTN: FBI LABORATORY

Enclosed for FBI Laboratory is a Mall Order Form 
to the Government Printing Office postmarked Pensacola, 
Florida, April 22, 1968, requesting a Federal Income Tax 
Book to be sent to ERIC STARVO GALT, E Street, Elberta, 
Alabama, obtained from HARRY J. HUMPHREY, Assistant to 
the Public Printer, Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C.

A fingerprint and handwriting examination is 
requested of enclosed Mall Order Form.

3 - Bureau(Enc. 1)
2 - Memphis (44-1987)
1 - Knoxville (44-696) 
1)- WFO

RDA:acd 
(7)

Archil
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King Slaying Suspect . 
Held Racist, Drug User
By JEREMIAH O’LEARY of wanted posters in Spanish for 

star stair writer distribution in Mexico where
Convicts who served time with 

James Earl Ray, the man want­
ed in the slaying of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., have told au­
thorities Ray was a racist and a

Ray is known to have gone at 
some point after his escape on 
April 23,1967, from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary in Jefferson 
City.

habitual user of amphetamines Ray’s far-ranging travels after 
while in prison, it was learned his escape is one of the major
today.

Ray, object of a manhunt that tors.
question marks facing investiga-

extends as far away as Mexico During the year from the date 
and West Germany, served sen- c* ■-"------- —1:1 *—;' ’ -1—
fences in Illinois, California, 
Missouri and the federal peni­
tentiary at Leavenworth, Kan. 
Some of his fellow prisoners 
have described him as an anti­
Negro loner, who spent much 
of his time in jail reading sex 
books and girlie magazines.

The FBI declined comment on 
the accounts of Ray as a racist 
and user of pep pills.

The FBI also had nothing to 
say about reports that his sister, 
Melba Ryan of Quincy, 
Ill., thought he might have gone 
back to Germany where he 
served part of his three-year 
Army hitch from early 1946 until 
he was given a general dis­
charge in late 1948 for lack of 
adaptability to GI life.

Mrs. Ryan said her brother, 
now 40, thoroughly enjoyed-bis 
tour of ^uty in Germany. She 
thought likely he might have 
returned there if he was trying 
to hide.

The FBI has printed thousands 
f .. !-- ... js-l-i

of his escape until April 4 when
King was shot to death in Mem­
phis, Tenn., Ray is said to have 
journeyed 19,000 miles.

He paid more than $2,000 for a 
white Mustang, took expensive 
lessons in dancing studios and 
bartending schools and traveled 
from Birmingham, to New Or­
leans, to California, to Mexico, 
to New Orleans again, then to 
Atlanta, and finally to Mem­
phis, investigators say.

He has been connected with 
the car and rifle believed to 
have been used by King’s slayer 
by his fingerprints and is wanted 
by the FBI on a warrant charg­
ing conspiracy in the death of 
King as well as for being a fugi­
tive from the Missouri prison 
system.

Investigators do not know how 
Ray financed his purchases, his 
day-by-day expenses or his trav­
els without any known job dur­
ing the period after his escape.

Investigators are hopeful that 
widespread circulation of his 
photos and fingerprints, plus tite 
$150,000 in reward money of­
fered for his apprehension, will 

lead them to Ray. Thousandspf 
leads have been received and all
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^ A-26 THE EVENING STAR
Washington, D. C., Wednesday, April 24, 1968

Minuteman Gone 
A Year Probably 
Slain, Wife Says

3 SAN WEGO, Calif. (AP) -] 
J Troy/fioushton, head of Cal-| 
i ifornia’s Minutemen, has been 
J missing for almost a year, says { 
[his wife, Bettie, and she believes J 

r the only “logical explanation isj 
' that he has been killed.”
' Houghton, 34, leader of the 
1 secret, superpatriotic armed 
' organization, was free on bail 
’ and appealing his 1967 convic-j 
! tion and three-year prison sen-j 

tence for a Firearms Act vio-
’ lation when she last heard from 
; him in a telephone call last May 
; from Independence, Mo., she 
! said.

“I’d rather not go into who 
[might have done it because 
[there are so many possibilities,” 
[ Mrs. Houghton said.
I She said personal friends have 
investigated her husband's dis­
appearance. .

APi^G 1988 
FBi-WAS*-.
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FO-302 (R»v 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

nnU 4/25/1968

ROBERT F. BENNETT, Washington Representative,
Public Relations Office, J. C. Penney, Incorporated, 
Executive Building, 1030 15th Street, North West 
said he learned from his father Senator WALLACE BENNETT 
of Utah, the following:

On April 3, 1968, the day before the assassination
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, a group of industrialists in 
the Chicago area who have business interests in Utah 
gave a cocktail reception for Senator WALLACE BEHNETT. 
Afterwards a smaller group of fife or six of these 
industrialists had dinner with Senator BENNETT. One 
of these persons said a man who used to work for him 
was the personal chauffeur for Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 
AMd this man came to him for advice* The chauffeur for 
KING said KING required him to carry over $200,000.00 
in cash in a black bag at all times. The chauffeur was 
concerned about his job as a chauffeur inasmuch as he 
recognized the possibility of being robbed or KING 
himself being killed for the money.

The industrialist advised the chauffeur to 
quit but to furnish KING another reawon for quitting.

ROBERT BENNETT said the host of the dinner 
was CHARLEY BARR, Standard Oil of Indiana, telephone 
312 431-6314, Chicago, Illinois. Also BARR wjs present 
at the dinner and could furnish the names of the persons 
present including the name of the perwon who formerly 
employed KING’s chaufeur and related the information 
about a black bag containing $200,000.00. ROBERT 
BENNETT added he had contacted his father Senator BENNETT 
for the name of the person but his father could not recall 
the name of the individual who related the incident.

4/25/1968 Washington, D. C. „ WFO 44-703 -^
^ ’ * '    L . ■“ I ■■ ■. — — ■ ------------------------- ,  -X.   — .-------------------  I I I 6 — -   -

by------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- - -------------  Date dictated
4/25/1968

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
II and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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King 'Bounty'^ 
Claim Reported

i DALTON, Ga. (UPD-Fugi- 
: five James Earl Ray once said 

he would collect a “million­
dollar bounty” put up by a mys­
terious “businessmen’s associa­
tion” for the death of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., according to a 
prison friend.

Ray, who escaped from the' 
Missouri State Prison, has been, 
charged with conspiracy and 
murder in the assassination of 
King at Memphis April 4.

Raymond Curtis, in jail here 
awaiting an appeal of a murder 
conviction, said he had served 
time with Ray in jail once and in 
prison twice and the matter of 
King first came up shortly after 
President John F. Kennedy was 
assassinated in 1963.

“well, somebody made a pret­
ty penny on that,” Ray told Cur­
tis after hearing of Kennedy's 
death.

About a week later, in the 
yard of the Jefferson City Pris­
on, Curtis said a “new man just 
in off the street” told them “the 
businessmen’s association has a 
million dollar bounty out yr 
Martin Luther King.”

He said Ray smiled and said: 
“If there’s a million dollars out 
on King, I believe if I ever get 
out I’ll collect it.”

DATE / > / ^_______

PAGE.—.JlL.2 Z_______________

THE WASHINGTON POST

I TIMES HERALD

_A_ THE EVENING STAR

_______  THE SUNDAY STAR

_______ THE WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS

WASHINGTCN-MRO AMERICAN

Curtis said the subject of King 
came up “a couple of times” 
thereafter. Curtis finally was 
freed and Ray fled the prison 
last year by hiding in a bread 
truck.

Curtis said he had no idea 
what the “businessmen’s asso­
ciation” was. Authorities said 
yesterday they were pursuing 
several reports — some circulat­
ing in prisons — that there was 
a “contract” out for King’s 
death.

I Curtis said FBI agents have 
I questioned him about his talks 
I with Ray.
i He said Ray used to talk about 
1 hoJ he would handle an assassi­
nation. “He said he would buwa 

]gur| under a false name aid 
i have everything ready for in 
escape,” Curtis said. ,

WASH

SEARCHFO —..... JIW.XED 
SEmAllZt.3^/.
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DAVID LAWRENCE

Who Hired Dr. King's Assassin?
Who hired the assassin of 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.? 
This is the challenging ques­
tion being discussed behind 
the scenes as the law enforce­
ment agencies of the federal, 
state and local governments 
are combining their efforts to 
capture the fugitive.

Suspicion points in the direc­
tion of Castro’s Cuba, where 
the Red Chinese brand of com­
munism is popular. It relies 
heavily on terrorism, political 
bombings and guerrilla tac­
tics. A small clique of crimi­
nals has been engaging in con­
spiracies to carry on these ac­
tivities in other countries in 
thj hemisphere.

Within the past three years 
thire have been attempted as­
sassinations in Brazil and Bo- 
Ima and actual assassinations 
in Venezuela and Guatemala. 
In each case, a high official or 
former official active in public 
affairs was the target.

The FBI on Monday night 
sent out an order to police in 
Florida to be on the lookout 
for and pick up Eric Starvo 
Galt, the prime suspect in the 
killing of Dr. King.

An exhaustive check of fin­
gerprints shows that Galt is 
the same person as James 
Earl Ray, who escaped from 
the Missouri state penitentiary 
in April 1967. An examination 
of Ray’s crime record—cov­
ering a number of years and 
imprisonment several times - 
gives the impression that he is 
no J an overly intelligent indi­
vidual. His fellow prisoners 
saU he was fanatically eager 
to Accumulate money by any 
means possible. He was the 
type of man who might readily

have been enticed by the pros­
pect of being paid a large sum 
if he disposed of King.

It seems unlikely that any of 
the racial groups inside the 
United States would have tak­
en the risk of hiring someone 
to kill the Negro minister, 
particularly when there are 
so many other leaders to 
carry on with even more in­
tensity the campaign he 
started. The search for a mo­
tive, therefore, turns toward 
the international side.

What advantage would it be 
to the Communists, for exam­
ple to trigger Negro resent­
ment by the killing of King 
and thus provoke disorders 
throughout the United States? 
Obviously, the assassination of 
one of the principal Negro 
leaders would cause deep emo­
tion to be manifested and in­
crease bitterness between the 
races. The Communists would 
look upon this as the fulfill­
ment of one of their objec­
tives.

The Red Chinese especially 
■would like to see America in 
such great disorder that the 
government here would turn 
its attention from military op­
erations in Vietnam and be 
compelled to concentrate on 
the home front.

Cuba as a base of operations 
is rather handy for the Com­
munists. Their agents can 
come and go almost at will 
throughout the hemisphere. 
Several times in recent weeks 
planes hwe been hijacked 
over Florida and flown to Ha­
vana. Definite proof has been 
obtained that some of the 
troublemakers, detected in dif­

ferent Latin American coun­
tries, had come from Cuba 
and had been trained in pro­
voking disorders. It is natural, 
therefore, for law enforce­
ment agencies here to assume 
that the killer of King either 
has escaped to Cuba or is hid­
ing in Florida in the hope of 
being smuggled to Havana.

A large amount of reward 
money, totaling more than 
$100,000, has been offered for 
the capture of the assassin. 
Many people do not realize 
that a portion of the fund 
would go to anyone who fur­
nished a clue which could lead 
to the capture of either Elie 
Starvo Galt or his fellow con­
spirators. [

A small bit of information 
might prove very significant 
and result directly or indirect­
ly in the arrest of the murder­
er. The wide publicity given 
the pictures of the suspected 
assassin is part of the effort to 
remind people who may have 
had some contact with the kill­
er that the knowledge they 
possess could be of value in 
piecing together the story of 
what happened prior to the as­
sassination.

A belief prevails here that 
Galt or Ray — whatever the 
name he uses — was not him­
self capable of planning the 
crime and that he must have 
had the guidance, if not the 
assistance, of other persons in 
a conspiracy. The general feel­
ing now among those officials 
studying the case is that the 
killer was hired and was 
promised a large suml of 
money to perpetrate the 
crime.

. ® IM

THE EVENING SXAB
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pf America wants to push Dr. King's £! 
method, it's got to push his purpose'

'ASHINGTON (UPI) - THE PANEL of speaM’flrTFJhslation means political 
’ .............................................. pSyChiatry.’ ”Iack Power militants are used the back of a truck for 

defining the “nonvio7~theis platform. They ad­
.dressed 500 persons who sat1/nce” slogan which lead- < 

ers hailed for their civil ; 
rights movement during its . 
formative days in the 
south.

To the militant “separat- I 
ists,” slain Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. is still 
their “man,” they made 
clear recently at a Black 
iower rally held in a play­

round in Washington’s 
eorgetown section.
But the militants offered 
ew meanings for King’s 

“nonviolence” slogan. They 
put the meanings on an 
oratorical parade at their 
rally held in the wake of 
Dr. King’s death and the 
rioting that followed.

For a rally on the an­
nounced subject of “Why 
Di d Washington Burn,” 
tley chose as their site an 
al-white residential area 
tf at was not touched by the 
noting.

crosslegged on the grass. 
Most were young white 
couples in hippe garb.

There was only a scatter­
ing of colored people in the 
audience except for a solid 
row of tiny youngsters 
down front. Loudspeakers 
carried the words to stand-

King’s doctrine, long cre­
dited with being modeled 
after Gandhi’s “passive re- 
sistence” policy, has come 
under attack by his critics 
and foes in the south for a 
decade.

AT THE time of the rally 
Washington conservative

_________ ______.______  groups had begun recircu- 
ing onlookers who sur- lating printed copies of a 
rounded the playground, 1 o n g criticism of King 

taken from the Con-and also to clusters of po­
lice and soldiers on its 
fringes.

The general conclusion of 
the speakers, both white 
and colored, was that past 
rioting had all been caused 
by the racism of the na­
tion’s “sick” institutions. 
They were not worried 
about private “white rac­
ism” which the Kerner Re­
port singled out.

THEIR AIM is to rebuild

gressional Record of Oct. 4, 
1967.

Rep. John M. Ashbrook, 
R-Ohio, criticized. King for 
12 pages in the record on 
that date, citing instances 
of violence which occurred 
at the scenes of King’s non­
violence” demonstrations.

“While preaching nonvio­
lence,” Ashbrook con­
cluded. ‘T believe the rec­
ord clearly shows him to

DATE _

PAGE

THE WASHINGTON POST

Tired people and to rebuild 
the Institutions that control 
them so they will have a

the word nonviolence back 
and forth like a shuttlecock 
until they seemed almost to 
support Ashbrook’s opinionvoice in their own affairs.But this was but a side ^J^ entirely different 

issue in comparison to reasons.
weight of oratory on the 
subject of violence.

The Rev. James Bevil, a 
King aide from Atlanta, 
said, “The word ‘nonvio-

in Dick Gregory, the

entertainer, took over»as 
the featured speaker. War­
ing blue coveralls, a laun­
der shirt with cufflitKs, 
long black beads and bolts, 
Gregory unveiled the 
“groovy” idea that there 
are “degrees of nonvio­
lence.”

“You white people got to 
decide what degree you 
want us to give you,” he 
said.

His oratorical hour was 
an hour of bitter mockery 
with only occasional 
humor. At one point he sar­
castically intoned words of 
the Declaration of Indepen­
dence and ended wilh a 
prolonged, stage laugh, 
“Ha, Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, 
ha, ha, ha ”

* • *
IN A rare bit of clearly . 

intended humor he feigned 
unfamiliarity with the word 
“martyr,” which has been 
widely applied to King 
since his death.

He said of the underprivi­
leged people in ghettos, 
whom he alternately called 
“N—” or “Cats”: “They 
can’t spell martyr. , He 
(King) was their ‘man,’ 
baby!” 1

The student-aged, seated 
crowd laughed when Gfegb-

lence’ 
Gandhi

was taken from. 
and according to J

4 TIMES HERALD

THE EVENING STAR

 THE SUNDAY STAR

_______ THE WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS

7S-. WASHINGTON-AFRO AMERICAN
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t| mockingly apologized for 
Washington’s ghetto dwell 
lars who rioted early this 
npnth instead of waiting 
for the long hot summer. I

He added, now leaving it 
questionable whether he 
was being literal or making 
a joke:

—"Don’t kill no more col­
ored leaders in the spring if 
you don’t want to have 
riots until summer . .”
—“If you think you can 

stop a riot by calling the 
National Guard — nature 
don’t play games. A tight 
shoe makes a bunion. The 
bunion soon wears out the 
shoe.”

—After explaining how 
cent up water behind a 
hydroelectric dam gener­
ates electric power — “If 
you bottle up 22 million col­
ored people they’ll light up 
a town, too.”

• * •
RETURNING to King’s 

nonviolence slogan, Grego- 
r y said it represented 
King’s method of trying to 
obtain justice for Black 
America.

Gregory then shoute 1: 
"Damn the method. If 
Arierica wants to push Ms 
mahod it’s got to push his 
purpose.”

--------The WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS

-A. WASHING I0N WRD AMERICAN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Suspect in ij 
'Top Ten’ 2’

datl_^L^1_jL^2_
PAGE____ -X-____________

THE WASUWGTON POST 

& TIMES HERALD

THE EVENING STAR

_______ THE SUNGAY STAR

WASHINGTON — As the 
FBI placed pen escapee 
lames Earl Ray on the “Top 
LO” most wanted list as a 
suspect in Dr. Martin Luth­
er King’s death, the con­
spiracy angle was taking 
an new importance.

Authorities learned that 
Ray, also known as Eric 
Starvo Galt, was a strong 
supporter of the presiden­
tial ambitions of Alabama’s 
segregationist former gov­
ernor, George Wallace.

It also was learned that 
Ray had made trips to New 
Orleans, focal point in the 
continued investigation into 
the assassination of Presi­
dent John F. Kennedy. I

The FBI reportedly Hbs 
' shown keen interest in 

Ray’s trips to New Orleans. ! * * *
QUESTIONS ABOUT 

wflether Dr. King’s killer 
wJs paid took on a new sig- 
nilcancc.

Buying new cars and 
traveling about the country 
at will did not seem to be 
the type thing a partially 
unemployed could handle 
without funds coming in 
from some source.

Meanwhile, working now 
with a positive identifica­
tion the FBI pushed an in­
ternational hunt for the sus­
pect. '

There is still over $150,­
000 in reward money being 
offered for information 
leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the killer and 

la number of private sleuths 
[have joined the search. 
If Ray reportedly gave a 
lualifornia family a frei 
| ride to New Orleans aftej 
MOntinue don Page 11)1

________THE WASMiukN GAILY NEWS

washington-aird American
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-Suspecl in
[Continued from Page 1)

talking them into signing a 
petition to help get Wallace 
on the ballot.♦ • •

F B I DIRECTOR, J 
Edgar Hoover said Ray 
was a special addition to 
the “ten most wanted fugi­
tives” list “to insure the 
widest possible dis­
semination” of pictures and 
description “to help effect 
his earliest possible loca­
tion.”

Ray, who has been 
sought under the alias Eric 
Starvo Galt, has been the 
subject of an intensive 

" search since King was fel­
led by a bullet as he stood 
on the balcony of a Mem­
phis, Tenn., motel April 4

On Wednesday, the FBI 
obtained a warrant in Bir­
mingham, Ala., charging 
Galt with conspiring to in- 
!e r f e r e with the con- 

itutional right of a United 
tates Citizen. Friday, the 
iw enforcement agency 
lentified Galt as Ray, who 

, escaped from the Missouri 
State Prison system April 
23 1967.

! The FBI SAID it was Ray 
who had registered in a 

■ rooming house near the the 
motel where King was stay­
ing and was assigned the 
room from which the fatal 
shot was fired.

A comparison of the la­
tent fingerprints uncovered’ 
in the Room with 53,000 in 
FBI files determined Galt 
and Ray are identical.

The FBI files determined 
Galt and Ray are identical.

The FBI said “Ray 
should be considered armed 
and^xtremely dangerous.”

I * • *
RAY, NOW 40, was re­

portedly born in Alton, Ill. 
He Jias a criminal record 
dating to 1949. At the time 
of his escape from the Mis-

'Top Ten'^ [j 
souri State Prison he was 
serving a 20-year, habitual! 
criminal sentence from! 
armed robbery and au­
tomobile theft.

The eldest of three sons, 
he quit school in Ewing, 
Mo., in the ninth grade. 
Probation records in Los 
Angeles, where he served a 
county jail term for burgla­
ry disclosed he once told a 
probation officer he left 
school because “I didn’t 
want to go anymore.”

The officer described Ray 
as a “Catholic who did not 
attend church services.”

His trouble with the law 
began in Los Angeles in 
1949. In addition to that jail 
term he was convicted of 
armed robbery in Chicago 
in 1952 and forging U.S. 
postal monev orders in 
Missouri in 1955.

Ray was described by the 
FBI as 5 feet 10, weighing 
163 to 174 pounds, with blue 
eyes and brown hair. He 
has a small scar in the 
center of his right hand. He 
is known as a “loner" and 
“drifter,” the FBI said.

He has assumed such 
aliases as Galt, Harvey, 
Lowmeyer, John Willard, 
James McBridge, James 
Walton, W.C. Herron and 
James O’ Conner.

Sources close to the in­
vestigation of King’s slay­
ing theorized the name 
Eric Starvo Galt may have 
been a code name for the 
murder of King at Mem­
phis.

The name appears in too 
many scattered places at 
about the same time under 
varying descriptions of its 
user to be one man, these 
sources said.

U.S. and Mexican offi­
cials were reported Friday 
to be hunting “unofficially” 
for Ray in Mexico, where 
rumors have spread of his 
presence in the past two

weeks.
An FBI alert has been iJ 

sued in Southeast Califon- 
nia, adjacent to Arizona 
and Mexico, for a man fit­
ting Ray’s description.

» * *

RAY WAS working In the 
food service section of the 
Missouri State Prison when 
he fled by hiding in a bread 
truck. A year earlier, he 
had tried to escape by hid­
ing in the prison's ven­
tilator system, but he was 
discovered.

Warden Harold Swenson 
said in 1966 mental exam­
ination Ray had no perso­
nality troubles or adiist- 
ments difficulties not Am­
mon to confined men. “He 
was an evasive type per­
son," said Swenson. “I 
don’t think anybody either 
liked him or disliked him.”!

After quitting school he 
drifted for several years, 
once working as a 77-cents- 
an-hour laborer in a Hart­
ford, Ill., show company, 
and joined the army in 
1946. He spent two years 
and four months in Germa­
ny as an infantryman and 
military policeman and re­
ceived a general discharge 
in 1948 due to ineptness and 
lack of adaptability for mil­
itary service. He received a 
three-month sentence in the 
army for being drunk and 
breaking arrest. j

He was unemployed until! 
1949, when he held a Joli 
briefly in a Chicago rubbeil 
company. He wenL-to Lol 
Angeles and hK troubli 
with the law beS^g^JJ

WASHINGTON AFRO AMERICAN

PaK .JL.~ Date /...-a /
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4/26/68

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44*38861)

FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703) (P)

MURKIN

Re telephone will to BA (Hyattsville RA), 4/23, 
24, and 25/68; and BA telephone*!! to WFO 4/25/68.

Re CHARLES LEROT/ni

On 4/25/68, BEN R. WALLS, Assistant Business 
Manager, American Council on Education, 1735 Massachusetts 
Avenue, N.W., advised that SELL had been regularly employed 
by this company since 6/26/67 as a computer programmer. 
WALLS advised that SELL Is approximately 28 years of age, 
5 feet 6 inches, 175 pounds, heavy build, and did not fit 
the description of subject, JAMES EARL RAY.

Inasmuch as SELL has been regularly employed in the 
Washington area since June, 1967, he is not identical with 
RAT and no further investigation is being conducted by WFO.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

3 - Bureau
2 - Baltimore (44-669)
2 - Memphis (44-1987)
p - WFO

RWD:psm Z^^t
(8) X

AIRTEL

Searched . 

Serialized 

Indexed___ 

Filed

y^Z^^
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WFO

FBI WASH DC

805PM URGENT 4/26/68 LCC

TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 IP

MURKIN

THE MAIN FILE ON KING HAS BEEN REVIEWED AT THE BUREAU

AND LEADS ARE BEING SENT OUT CONCERNING PERSONS INVOLVED IN

PRIOR THREATS AGAINST KING. THESE LEADS AS WELL AS LEADS 

CONCERNING ANY OTHER SUSPECTS DEVELOPED- FROM ANY SOURCE 

MUST BE GIVEN IMMEDIATE AND THOROUGH HANDLING ON A TOP PRIORITY 

BASIS. PROCESS HAS BEEN OBTAINED AGAINST JAMES EARL RAY AND 

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING TO LOCATE RAY AND TO 

ESTABLISH MOTIVE OF CRIME. YOU HAVE BEEN AND WILL BE 

FURNISHED INFORMATION RELATING TO OTHER POSSIBLE CONSPIRATORS. 

THESE MUST ALL BE THOROUGHLY RESOLVED NO MATTER HOW REMOTE.
j* L ?- i < ^ V ■ ; ■' .

^. ^33^ 

^S^IHDEXEh 

^-'/^^^J^f

^ ^ 8 os FW ’68
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PLAINTEXT

4/26/68

TMTPE UJG2MT

TOI DIRECTOR, FBI, SAC’S ATLANTA 
MEMPHIS 
RICHMOND

FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703) (?)

MURKIN

KE ATLANTA TEL TO BUREAU, MEMPHIS, KNOXVILLE, RICHMOND, 

AND UFO, 4/25/68, AND WFO AIRTEL TO BUREAU, 4/25/68.

ON APRIL TWIT-SIX, NINETEEN SIXTY-EIGHT, HANNAH FORD, 

SUPERVISOR, PAN AMERICAN AIRLINES, WASHINGTON, D.C., ADVISED 

THAT PAN AMERICAN HAS NO INFORMATION CONCERNING THE NAMES NORMA 

PERRY, NORM PERRY, N. PERKY OK PERRY ON FLIGHT ONE, ZERO, SIX, 

APRIL SIX, NINETEEN SIXTY-EIGHT. SHE SAID THAT IF PERRY HAD 

BOOKED PASSAGE THROUGH DELTA AIRLINES, ONLY DELTA, AT ATLANTA, 

WOULD HAVE THE BACKGROUND INFORMATION.

MISS FORD ADVISED THAT SHE MOULD CHECK ON PASSENGER . 

J. C. VAUGH, WASH. D.C., FLIGHT NUMBER ONE LEKO SIX FROM 7
2 - Bureau
2 • Teletype Unite 
£>- WTO

liSPibah
(6J^P
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WFO 44*703

PAGE TWO

ATLANTA TO IWH, CH APRIL FIVE, SfflEt® SIXTY- :, AHO

SHE WOULD HAVE THE XtrOBMATIQK OH APRIL TWENTY-NINE, KIKETEai 

SIXTY»EW8T.

WFO IS CHECKING TELEPHONE tOaEKS RELATED TO VADGH.

ATLANTA GCKTMT DELTA AIRLINES, ATLAKIA, FOR INFO

CQIWSOG HCm PERKY.

AJMED AKD DAHGEROUS wwa9m.SHwXSMU5i>BSSSC>MKAi
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4/26/68

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703) (P)

MURKIN

ReLAtel 4/22/68 and WFOtel 4/23/68, concerning 
review of U. So Postal Money Orders.

Review of Postal Money Orders as set forth in 
referenced WFO teletype castpl eted 4/26/68 with negative 
results.

3-Bureau (44-38861)
2-Memphis (44-1987)
2-ios Angeles (44-1574) (AM) 
l^WFO
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^t. Willtarn O. ^Wood, C^£(J I
J] Caluczl eSticct, c/\f. ^W,

<Wadzing ton, 2\ ^. 20009

April 22, 1968

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover ;
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th K. V/.
Washington, District of Columbia

Subject: INVESTIGATION OF DR. KING’S ASSASSIN, RE: GALT-RAY.

My Dear Mr. Hoover:

I wish to inform you that I have some very ’hot’ leads on your 11th most 
wanted man, James Earl Ray; alias Eric Starve Galt, John Willard, Harvy 
Lov/myer and obviously many others.

I do not believe that this man you are really searching for is the true 
assassin of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who was gunned dorm in 
Memphis,'Tennessee on the evening of April 4, 1968. It is quite possible |
he may be connected with a conspiracy plot of which was well planned some 
time prior to the shooting.

Here are some detailed pointers that have puzzled me in many ways:
i

1. In the first place when Attorney General Clark went to Memphis 
after King was slain immediately said there was no conspiracy involved. 
Later on Galt was charged in conspiring to King’s death by a single 
rifle shot.

2. It was reported that Ray was in the Missouri State Prison during 
the years of 1964-65. Remember at this some time Galt was taking dancing 
lessons in New Orleans, Louisiana.

3. How about the true age of the suspect ? I believe witnesses at the 
Lorraine Motel estimated his age at around 25 to 30. Your_office in 
issuing the warrent for Galt gave his date of birth as
My calculation by this account would say that he is now 36 years of age.' 
On Friday, April 19, 1968 your headquarters announced he was 40.

4. I have through good sources discovered that Ray was very careless 
and did not give much of a ’hoot’ about his appearances. On the other 
hand Galt tried his very best to appear very neat and well dressed at all 

times' ^/cZ£^_i^£1
5. Also Galt was quite fond of beer and vodka while Ray was 

non-drinker. :‘ ■ ‘

6. Last but not least Ray was born in Alton, Illinois with । 
Southern accent wherefore Galt was noted as quite Southern and 

good ole’ Hill-Billy music.

APR 2 91968 
/^ FBI —WASH. F. O.^
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F.BJ, Director J. Edgar Hoover (GALT-RAY INVESTIGATION) April 22, 1968 P #2

Tn order that I will be able to conduct a proper investigation that may 
perhaps load to the apprehension and arrest of this ’dangerous criminal', 
I must first have full authority in the form of a Commission issued by your 
Department or the President of the United States. It must be necessary 
that I have a proper permit to carry a weapon as authorised for Special 
Investigators in such cases. I will further need a dear photo (front and 

side view) of the suspect.

My commission was denied by the Metropolitian Police Department over two 
(2) years ago. I have written several letters to Chief of Police Layton, 
Director of Safety Murphy, D. Co Mayor Washington, U. S. President Johnson 
along with many other high officials. I failed to receive any response 
whatsoever in most cases. In other words I have not been properly informed 
as to the reason why my commission is being denied in this instance.

Many times within the past Mr. Hoover, I have had the opportunity to help 
in the apprehension of criminals, but without the authority, I am more or 
less just like the other average citizens, “I do not care to get involved”.

Another point I would like to mention here if I may; I do not approve of the 
“Poor Peoples Campaign Karch” on Washington early in May. Although it is 
intended as non-violent, it is quite evident that we will witness a lot more 
looting, rioting and burning. I herewith predict that the worse will come 
to happen around Monday, May 13, 1968, the week after "MOTHER'S DAY”.

If something isn't soon done in order to combat crime and disorder within 
our cities, we are heading for one of the worse revolutions of our time. 
The so called Militant leaders are teaching (behind closed doors) their 
followers just how they can win by breaking law and cider.. They must be 
punished for the crimes they have committed regaril2ss of the cost.

I honestly believe Mr. Hoover, you and your staff of some 6,000 Special 
Agents are doing a magnificent job. This is one great reason I would be 
highly honored to work with you.

I will be expecting a prompt answer along with my Official Credentials 
before it is too late.

I thank you Mr. Hoover. / /

Toge

William 0. Wood
Captain. 1236
ASSOCIATED SPEC: 
INVESTIGATORS
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/26/68
Transmit the following in ______________________________________________________________________

(Type in plaintext or code)

via _____ A Ariel__________________
(Priority)

To: SAC, Washington Field

/ From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN /

Re William o^/ Wood - Complainant.

Inclosed for Washington Field are two copies of 
a letter from William 0. Wood dated 4/22/68. One copy 
is enclosed for Memphis.

Washington Field should immediately contact 
Wood and interview him for any information he may have in 
his possession regarding this case or any other information 
he may have which would fall within the Bureau's investi­
gative Jurisdiction. Submit reply under appropriate caption.

At time of interview, orally acknowledge receipt 
of his letter and impress upon him that the Bureau can in 
no way assist him in obtaining a permit to carry a weapon. 
Also stress that the Bureau cannot grant or award him 
any "commission.** Bo certain that he understands he is 
not to consider himself an employee of the FBI. -

See your letter to the Bureau dated 11/16/65, 
captioned, "William Odos Wood, Identification (Fingerprint 
Matters).M

'i J? 7 - V 7 7 7
Bnclosures (2)

1 - Memphis (Bnclosure) (Info)

Sent Via M

SEARCHED 

SERIAL!

i^V?^ ^33S^

APR 2 G 1968
<\EBI —WASH. F,O.

Per _
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
may im romon 
OSA FPM« (41 CM) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: SAC, V.'FO (44-703) date: 4/27/68

: SA Haskell L. Broyles(Duty Agent)

subject: MTRKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

At 10:20 I’M Mr .John I/fepscher, 1801 "F" St., NF, FDC, 
Telephone ME 8-18(TT/^ who^i S " the tr itTeKTor ;1rsT7STTTl5 Tow 
Bacon at the above address called and advised that he saw an 
individual that ho believed to be identical with .Tames Earl Ray. ^ 
•Ie stated that this individual was wearing over-sized horn-rimmed 7 
glasses, tan hat, new tan raincoat and a Sherlock Holmes-type ? 
pipe. He stated that he saw this person on the street near tie 
YMCA on 19th St., around the corner from the residence during his 
evening walk. He stated that from a side view the nerson resembled 
Ray and that about 8:20 PH he/^ent into the Athletic Club.

At 10;55 Iti Mr JJanjji/fchwaEt^ Apt.509E,
Telephone 966-3596, called and’advised that at about 10;30 Ta * 
he was driving down Massachusetts Ave., and he noticed a light U 
off-white mustang with an individual driving which appeared to J
be lost ot looking for an address. He stated that this individual t
turned off ?fass. Ave. at 15th Street and was driving into the w
bn/iness section of town. He stated that the Mustang had Georgi a >
License DY 8677 ^ There were no other occupants in the car and that 
^tho driver a: peared to fit the descript!; n of Ray. He stated that \ 
what made him suspicious was the fact that the driver of the car L\ 
appeared to be lost, did not know his way around and appeared to 
he looking for an address.

34°

INDEXEI 
'RIED,

MIO-IM
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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4/25/6#

Amo.

to: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) (?) 

FfiDM: SAC, UFO (44-703) (P) 

«J3KDI

I*: BOSK PORT, leok-a-Hke, 

^Alexandria telephone call to WTO, 4/24/68.

On 4/24/68, SA 2. STEVOt KOC8BK cent acted Mm 
HANNAH FORD, Supervisor, Pan American Airlines, 16th and K Streets, 
K.W., HOC, regarding BOSK SOFT, who had been a passenger aboard 
Delta flight number 106 free Atlanta to WDC on 4/6/68* JPEBST 
had a stopover at Dulles Airport, Virginia, and then continued on 
to London, England, on a Pan American flight.

Kias FORD advised that it would take two days for her 
to obtain the Pan American record on PORT. *

3 - Bureau z -
2 - At Unite z(44-2386)
2 - Richmond (44-657) y^ v^
2 - Kansas City ^t.

£bL'!' fll4**fk'S '

w^ 

V Stented
AOTO. ^^

tewu __
B$~—

Z0^ J^

/v^-^^
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STO 44-703

wAgamarcy fxelp

_____ a D«C« Will contort Mias H#9WH FOE), 
Pan American Airlines, WC on 4/26/68, re information concern-
ins ®®M JS2RT-

2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DAVID LAWRENCE ~

Wh+Hired Dr. Kings Chassis?
Who hired the assassin of 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.? 
This is the challenging ques­
tion being discussed behind 
the scenes as the law enforce­
ment agencies of the federal, 
state and local governments 
are combining their efforts to 
capture the fugitive.

Suspicion points in the direc­
tion of Castro’s Cuba, where 
the Red Chinese brand of com­
munism is popular. It relies 
heavily on terrorism, political 
bombings and guerrilla tac­
tics. A small clique of crimi­
nals has been engaging in con­
spiracies to carry on these ac­
tivities in other countries in 
this hemisphere.

Within the past three years 
there have been attempted as­
sassinations in Brazil and Bo­
livia and actual assassinations 
in Venezuela and Guatemala. 
In each case, a high official or 
former official active in public 
affairs was the target.

The FBI on Monday night 
sent out an order to police in 
Florida to be on the lookout 
for and pick up Eric Starvo 
Galt, the prime suspect in the 
killing of Dr. King.

An exhaustive check of fin­
gerprints shows that Galt is 
the same person as James 
Earl Ray, who escaped from 
the Missouri state penitentiary 
in April 1967. An examination 
of Ray’s crime record—cov­
ering a number of years and 
imprisonment several times — 
gives the impression that he is 
not an overly intelligent indi­
vidual. His fellow prisoners 
say he was fanatically eager 
to a®jjBlW# money by any 
means possible. He was the 
type of man who might readily

have been enticed by the pros­
pect of being paid a large sum 
if he disposed of King.

It seems unlikely that any of 
the racial groups inside the 
United States would have tak­
en the risk of hiring someone 
to kill the Negro minister, 
particularly when there are 
so many other leaders to 
carry on with even more in­
tensity the campaign he 
started. The search for a mo­
tive, therefore, turns toward 
the international side.

What advantage would it be 
to the Communists, for exam­
ple to trigger Negro resent­
ment by the killing of King 
and thus provoke disorders 
throughout the United States? 
Obviously, the assassination of 
one of the principal Negro 
leaders would cause deep emo­
tion to be manifested and in­
crease bitterness between the 
races. The Communists would 
look upon this as the fulfill­
ment of one of their objec­
tives.

The Red Chinese especially 
would like to see America in 
such great disorder that the 
government here would turn 
its attention from military op­
erations in Vietnam and be 
compelled to concentrate on 
the home front.

Cuba as a base of operations 
is rather handy for the Com­
munists. Their agents can 
come and go almost at will 
throughout the hemisphere. 
Several times in recent weeks 
planes have been hijacked 
over Florida and flown to Ha­
vana. Definite proof has been 
obtained that some of the 
troublemakers, detected in dif­

ferent Latin American coun­
tries, had come from,Cuba 
and had been trained 'in pro­
voking disorders. It is natural, 
therefore, for law enforce­
ment agencies here to assume 
that the killer of King either 
has escaped to Cuba or is hid­
ing in Florida in the hope of 
being smuggled to Havana.

A large amount of reward 
money, totaling more than 
$100,000, has been offered for 
the capture Of the assassin. 
Many people do not realize 
that a portion of the fund 
would go to anyone who fur­
nished a clue which could lead 
to the capture of either Eric 
Starvo Galt or his fellow con­
spirators.

A small bit of information 
might prove very significant 
and result directly or indirect­
ly in the arrest of the murder- 1 
er. The wide publicity given 
the pictures of the suspected 
assassin is part of the effort to 
remind people who may have 
had some contact with the kill­
er that the knowledge they 
possess could be of value in 
piecing together the story of 
wbat happened prior to the as- I 
sassination.

A belief prevails here that 
Galt or Ray — whatever the 
name he uses — was not him­
self capable of planning the 
crime and that he must have 
had the guidance, if not the 
assistance, of other persons in 
a conspiracy. The general feel­
ing now among those officials 
studying the case is that the 
killer was hired and was 
promised a largj sum of 
money to—TJCfpetrate the 
crime.

© 19M ।
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PLAINTEXT

4/25/68

AIRTEL URGENT

TO : DIRECTOR (44-38861) SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) SAC, ATLANTA 
(44-2386)

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

MURKIN

RE WFO TEL TO DIRECTOR, CHICAGO, MINNEAPOLIS AND PHILADELPHIA, 

APRIL TWENTY-FOUR LAST; WFO TEL TO DIRECTOR, CHICAGO, MINNEAPOLIS, 

PHILADELPHIA AND ST. LOUIS, APRIL TWENTY-FOUR LAST AND ST. 

LOUIS TEL TO DIRECTOR, CHICAGO AND MEMPHIS, INSTANT DATE.

MORT ROTHSTING, ATTORNEY OF VA REGIONAL OFFICE, CHICAGO, 

ADVISED TODAY VA CLAIM FILE NUMBER

INACTIVE SINCE MARCH FIFTEEN, FIFTY-FIVE AND

RETIRED TO FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER, CHICAGO, AND SUBSEQUENTLY 

FORWARDED TO VA RECORD PROCESSING CENTER, FOUR THREE ZERO ZERO 

GOODFELLOW BOULEVARD, BUILDING ONE ZERO FOUR E, ST. LOUIS, 

MISSOURI.

BILL CIRONE, ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION, VA REGIONAL OFFICE, 

CHICAGO, ADVISED TODAY THAT INACTIVE REHABILITATION AND 

EDUCATION FOLDERS INCLUDING RAY’S, WERE DESTROYED APPROXIMATELY
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4/25/88
PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

TO : DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND SAQb, ATLANTA (44-2386)
MEMPHIS (44-1987)
RICHMOND (

FROM; SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

MURKIN 00: MEMPHIS

KE: THREATS TO MARTIN LUTHER KING

RE CHICAGO AIRTEL AMD LHM DATED APRIL TWELVE, SIXTY EIGHT 

CAPTIONED N3WPP: ,4OHN JEDIZER.

JOHN C. JKDIZER, WHITE MALE, BORN

FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, ONE HUNDRED FORTY FIVE POUNDS, 

BLOND HAIR, BLUE EYES, WAS ACTIVE IN CHICAGO UNIT NATIONAL 

SOCIALIST WHITE PEOPLE'S MARTY (NSWPP) DURING SUMMER AMD FALL, 

NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN.

MED KER LIVED FOR TINE AT N8WPP HEADQUARTERS AND ALSO AT 

DIPLOMAT HOTEL, CHICAGO. IS WORKED AT ROTO PRINT COMPANY, 

CHICAGO UNTIL MARCH TWWTY NINE, SIXTY EIGHT, WHEN IS QUIT 

HIS JOB.

CHICAGO N8WPP SOURCE ADVISED MKDIZKR BELIEVED ORIGINALLY 

FROM WEST FRANKFORT, ILLINOIS A^D REPORTEDLY WORKED PRIOR TO 
1 - M11U CAM) [y- WO <*»> T^y^t^

1 - St. Loul* (AM) x/<Z- ^- ^ W \ , ' i
1 - Springfield (•wifen-A' ' /

I: MBT
PRE:bab (7)
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MB TWO

CHICAGO AS BRUHiKH » 1W SPOTS IM DALLAS, WB ARSA.

WHIM om IN WWW AFFAIRS »» mMICIMTO IM 

B8MQK*mTXGNI INCLUDING F« MONSTRATIONS AGAINST ANTI VIETNAM 

PEACE DEMOKSTRATKNS WASHINGTON, B.C., OCTOBER WBTT, TWENTY 

ONE, SIXTY SEVEN.

IMW WORLD, FORMAN ROTO PRINT COMMO, HAS ADVISED 

OW HAS SSW 

was show «om. wra frequently lagged to 
COWORKERS ABOUT HIS HAO MWTY ACTIVITIES AND DISMAYED 

LITEHATURE AMD OTHER MZI ITEMS. OH MARCH TWENTY, SIXTY EIGHT 

B»» ADVISED « WAS QUIT ING JOB TO WOK FOR KAZIS IN ARGENTINA, 

W«mr Oh ’FORGED MBS POT. H Hi INDICATED Hi FIRST 

WOULD VISIT FRIENDS IM DALLAS.

wra ALSO DUR IMG EMPLOYMENT MOB VAGUE THREATS AGAINST 

MARTIN LUTHER KING AND THAT HE IOW ’TAO CARE GF HIM. ”

SUBSEQUENTLY OIW PICKED UP MFC HEC A OMMARCH TWENTY

MIO, SIXTY EIGHT, STATED HIS PRESENT MAMS INCLUDED A VISIT TO 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, THEM TRIP TO WASH I NOW, B.C. AOA WHERE 

HE WOULD DISCUSS HIS MAHS WITH MU® 10® (HATT KUEHL OF 

WWW) AT mmOK ARD DO WHAT EVER ’THE MAJOR” WARTED HIM TO BO.
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MGK THREE

he wow bis plans my sw job a hif to Argentina 
wmm ® rat kokm sad to bay.

M88WT IKW8, CHICAGO SOTW EI IKB1SB,

W. »RXS, BlimT HOTEL, CHICAGO MS ADVISED 0WR 

LEFT HOTEL LAST CT MAM MATW HE VAS GOING TO AUSTRALIA. 

TALKS® ST NAZI ACTIVITIES AT HOTEL, BOTH ING SJBCffIC RECALLED. 

lot bo wmrom address.
CHICAGO WWW W« HAVE NO Wm«« WK HEDIZER'S 

CWWT WHElUgABOVTS. HAVE KO MWATia HE WWE INVOLVE WMT 

HE Mi RE IN .

BASED OK mSWT MADE RE KING, OOI SHOULD HE LOCATED

BK»KD AT ARLINGTON COWTACT MATT Wi&, 

O» TO DETERMINE B WWI LOCATED TW AW ffimVUI WK 

POSSIBLE INVOLVEMENT MUREIN. IF MOT LOCATED SOTEL LEADS TO 

LOCATE.
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MGS FOUR

AM WBB SOT MIMS, ST. U»I8, #«D®TBW ASS 

wo.

ARMS AMS MMflMB.
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FD-38 |H«v. 12-13-30/ .’ J*

F B I

Date: 4/25/68

Transmit the following in _______________________________________________________________________ 1
(Type in plain text or code) 1

Via ^_AIRTEL___________________________________________________________________ I
(Priority or Method of Mailing) ,

TO: ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44=1987) =P=

RE: MURKIN 
CR

Re ME airtel to All Continental Offices, 4/19/68,
requesting that all laundries determined to be using 
Thermo-Seal laundry marking machines be contacted in effort 
to locate laundry marking "20R-3”, and LA teletype to 
Bureau, 4/18/68.

All offices discontinue efforts to locate inasmuch 
as laundry mark identified as coming from laundry in Culver 
City, California, per Los Angeles teletype to Bureau, 4/18/68.
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