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PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

TO:

FROM

5/23/68

SAG, LOS ANGELES (44-1574)

SAC, WFO (44-703)

MURKIN

RE LOS ANGELES TELETYPE MAY TWENTYTWO LAST

RE D. C. LICENSE FIVE SEVEN TWO ZERO FOUR SIX

DETECTIVE THOMAS YOUNG, MPD, JlDVISED ABOVE LICENSE

REGISTERED TO 1FRITS RASOE, ONE EIGHT SIX EIGHT COLUMBIA ROAD,

N. W., WDC. FOR SIXTYSEVEN FORD, VIN SEVEN T ZERO 0<IE C TWO

ONE FIVE EIGHT FIVE THREE. . INVESTIGATION AT ABOVE

REFLECTS RASOE DEPARTED MIDDLE APR]

»DRESS

SIXTYEIGHT, IS FROM

INDONESIA AND DOES NOT RESEMBLE SUBJECT RAY. CHANGE OF ADDRESS

OBTAINED AS A. F. RASOE, ONE EIGHT

STREET, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA AS

THREE FIVE SOUTH WOOSTER

OF MARCH TWENTYONE LAST

LOS ANGELES CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

1 - Teletype Unit 
WFO

RWD:tab 
(3)
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AIRTEL

MURKIN

Fl LEO...

SEARCHED

S^IJZSD

a man with whom she had the foil

FBI WASH, f

TO:

2-/Richmond
- Baltimore

MGM:js 
. (6) AIRTEL

FROM:

’’DAVID COOPERMAN”

ss DAWN
honetela

(Miss

SAC, RICHMOND

SAC, WFO (44-703)

At 9:45 a.m. 5/9/68
101 Lincolnia Road, Alexandria
called WFO and furnished the fo
MILLER is a dancing teacher for
Department, Telephone v 273-932

5/9/68

, Apt. 504
51-4734

lowing/inf ormat Ion:
the Fairfax County Recreation

Miss MILLER saw a post
EARL RAY and noted a resemblance

r with photographs of JAMES
of the 1960 photograph to
wing dealings:

Miss MILLER put an ad n the Classified Sections
of the Sunday Star and Washingto
sale for $175.00 She believed

Post advertising a sofa for 
at the ad appeared in the

April 7 or 14th issues. On a Wednesday night after the ad 
appeared she received a telephone call from a man asking
about the sofa. It was late, 11:30 p.m and the man said ■
he would come to see the sofa the next evening

He came to Miss MILLER’- _______________ _________
wagon with a male companion and bought the sofa. | He paid 

for the sofa with a check drawn on the Suburban Trust Company,
Hyattsville, Maryland
Account #
was listed

s residence in a station'

The names WID and LALAH COOPERMAN,
was printed on

The purchaser of the
the check; -address"^

addresses and telephone number on
sofa wrote , e following 
the check and signed it

1- Memphis (Info)

1- WFO ' MAY 2 3
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■4

WFO 44-703

7930 15th Avenue, Ade' Miss MILLERphi, Maryland.
checked the telephone directory and learned this is the 
address of DAVID and LALAH COOPERMAN.^l
checked the telephone directory

8107 Eastern Avenue, Silver Springs, Mu. (Miss 

MILLER later learned that this address is listed to IRVING 
and REBECCA COOPERMAN.) She called them and determined 
that they are no relation to above DAVID COOPERmAn and knew 

nothing of the transaction. .

Telephone # 526-4042 (Miss MILLER learned from the
Telephone Company that his phone J“ —1----JV_J ^_ !__. --------
named PORTER, 1915 Otis St., N.E 
to reach this person by phone.

is subscribed to by a
WDC.) She has been

person . 
unable

Re the purchaser: Miss 
about age 37, 5’10”, slender buil

MILLER described him 
1, sandy blonde hair,

color not known, just a trace of Southern accent. She

as 
eye 
did

not know the make of station wago:
license number unknown

ulvu wa^oh, thought it was late models 

light colored with wood tone trim.
irly twenties.The companion of the purchaser is described as ea: 

"cute, slim, blonde”. No names were exchanged between the
two men

The check was returned with a note "Non sufficient 
funds” and was dated 4/26/68. .

Miss MILLER said that last Sunday, 5/5/68, she drove 

out to the residence of DAVID and LALAH COOPERMAN and spoke .
to them 
that ^ eckbook had been lost

z^ey knew nothing about the transection, but stated \ 
about two months previously?

and that they had learned that someone had purchased a 
refrigerator using one of their checks.

Miss MILLER stated that she hws the check for the 
sofa in her possession and ggn be reached at her home phone 
or at the Fairfax Recreation Department. i

Richmond.should show additional photographs of RAY 
to Miss MILLER for possible identification .

Baltimore should determine possible ITSP violations.
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iporxtD

AMSEL

TO:.
BISECTOR, ®i -^ ® W#»t>jl) .

FROM: SAC, RICWOND ^7-ji® ) • -P-

SUBJECT: -JBS^.^fi^

• ITSP • .

(00: SH)

Re &FO alrteX to Mchmond and; Baltimore, ] 5/9/68
• ..under caption WIN. "

Enclosed for the Bureau ne check in the
amount of |175-OO, drawn on the Suburban Trust Company, 

Baltimore Division .Hyattsville, Md. Enclosed for .the : 
' is one Xerox copy of same check, r 
copy of re airtel. . ■ ' , .

• . For the informtion of th
■ advised SAW .!©!£& apartment 504
Lincolnia M5 r — - - - ■ -

nclosed for each; office 1b a 

a Bureau, re air^el ; '
Landmark Toners, 101.

furnished im'Gma.tlo.i that an individual.;

or chase with a..

-resembling JAMES.EARL RAY identified himself as DAVID' ' ■
. C0GPEW and purchased a used sofa from her on approximately 

. April 14, 1968. cooperman-paid for the ' " ' "
check which is enclosed., and the- check"

. returned to. Miss MILLER -marked, "
■as1 subsequently ■ ' 

Insufficient funds,w .

' On 5/16/&L Miss DULLER was shown photographs of ’ 
JAMES EARL MY, by SA HI®® D, BATISTE, JR. and she .
Indicated that she could not positively state that the unsub 

■ la Identical with RAY. She furnished the check received from.

3 * Director' (Eno. 1)(7W) f

1 - Baltimore (info) (Enc. 2) 
i - Memphis (info) (Enc. 1) 
O’ - wo (info) (me. 1) z
3 * Richmond 

(1 . 44-657)

RGB:Jon
(9)

40'

"a 2  ̂W;
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■ CGQpgMX t&.SA BATISTE for latent-fIngeaMnt and' 
Mndw^Wig.egc^ the M->WrstW ft . /

' K ’ < * # ^^ ^ w ^ W^iw in .

- her identification of COOPMS its MT* and the- Apparent ■ ’
■. KSP violation,, the Moisto^ requested io M a ' :

. • patent 4wnat; -and hanteUiiig for a«#4sad vith!#e 
■ ■ "known prints and handwriting, of JAMES’Okk Bit and search ' 

. the ■enclosed check tw©^ Miiaul^ Cheekt tonal Miiaul^ Check

MnaU®.mui4 be 
bl# ocwu#catiqn ana ' 
£ Wlsl£nt: "| :

. . -R^gulta-cfw above ^ 
. furnished’all offices receiving-is 
the ehedc retumed to the Mchwo

■ . heading deterttinatiwcf ah XW violation 
. ’ by th# .Mtlwre Bl vision* no fur '

■ .set forth-at this time, .-^oMt
. forwi^M to those- offices having' 

this ®tter. - - f

then Ie^d« ay® t;elr< ■1 - 
ion copies-are being- . . 
'm investigative • , '
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FBI

FBI

WFO

WASH DC

PM WPK

URGENT 5/24/6?

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861\ CLEVELAND 44-565 AND

WASHINGTON FIELD VIA WASHINGTON

FROM MIAMI 44-1854 2 P

MBEKI NX CIVIL RIGHTS

THREATS ROBERT F. KEHtDYX MU

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KIMGX JF

TALBOTTX JR A INFORMATION CONCERNING

WASHINGTON FIELD XPLAINTEXTX

MIX FLA. FOLLOWING

BY ROLAND

CLEVELAND TELETYPES \TWO\ TWO BUREAUX MAY TWENTYTHRE

SIXTY EIGHT

INDIVIDUAL NAMED ROLAND REFERRED TO D

IDENTIFIED AS ROLAND CHESLEY TALBOTTX JR.X

REFERENCED TELETYPES

FORMER KLANSMANX

KLAVERN SIXX UKAX FT. LAUDERDALEX FLA.X AND RICHMONDX VA.X AREA

MIAMI FILE ONE FIVE SEVEN DASH ONE NINE NINE THREEX BUREAU FILE

ONE FIVE SEVEN DASH SEVEN TWO EIGHT

TALBOTT INTERVIEWEDX MIAMI X THIS DATE

BEEN "SHOOTING HIS MOUTH OFF" SYMPATHIZING

RESPONSIBLE

END PAGE ONE

AND ADVISED HE HAS

WITH INDIVIDUALS

KING,S DEATH EVER SINCE APR

la . v 
17

L FOUR

!-\S a
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF I NVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

Miami, Florida 
May 24, 1968

Re: THREATS AGAINST SEN. ROBERT F
KENNEDY, MIAMI, FLORIDA, FOLLOWING 
ASSASSINATION OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. BY ROLAND CHESLEY TALBOTT, JR 
INFORMATION CONCERNING

On May 23, 1968, a conf idential source advised
the Cleveland Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
that his wife had recently returned from Miami, Florida,that his wife
where she had 
she met a man 
stated he was 
white Mustang

Florida, 
During her stay id Miami 

named Roland (last name unknown), who
worked in a bar.

a Ku Klux Klan Gran 
Roland stated to :

Dragon and who drove a
er after King’s death

that he had knowledge of it, and That Adam Clayton Powell 
Stokely Carmichael, and H. Rap Brown were also scheduled
for assassination and that ”we wil 
Kennedy so he will never become Pr

1 take care of Bobby 
esident,"

Roland reportedly carrier 
is accompanied by a large, vicious

s weapons ip his 
Doberman pinsch

car and 
er dog.

Roland was identified by 
the FBI as Roland Chesley Talbott,

the Miami Offic B Of
Jr. Talbott opprates

a white Mustang and breeds Doberman pinscher dogs.
a former member of Klavern #6

He is
United Klans of America, 

Ft. Lauderdale,|Florida, 
and last attended a meeting of Klavern #6 on September 11,
Inc,, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan

1967

A characterization of the United Klans oi 

ZZ, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, isAmerica, Inc 
contained in
andum

Talbott

Name 
Race 
Sex 
Date of

, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, is 
the appendix seclion of this memor-

is described as follows:

Roland Chesley Talbott, Jr
White 
Male

birth
Place of birth
Height 
Weight

ichmond, Virginia.
6*
170 pounds

SEARCHED JND
SERIALIZEIZ^^FILE

(may 2 ? ]
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Re; THREATS AGAINST SEN. ROBERT F
MIAMI, 
OF DR.

KENNEDY,
FLORIDA, FOLLOWING ASSASSINATION
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JI

ROLAND CHESLEY TALBOTT, JR
BY

his place of employment, McGahey Chrysler“Plymouth

Hair Brom n
Eyes Blue
Occupation Auto mechanic
Home address 525 N. E. 129th

Mians i, Florida
Wife Louise

Talbott was interviewed. on May 24, 1968,

Street

1930 No E. 2nd Avenue, Miami, Flor ida. He stated

at 

he
--- ---- ------- o ---- ---- sympathizing with 
individuals responsible for or connected with the {shooting
of Martin Luther King, Jr. ever since April 4

has been "shooting his mouth off 99

Talbott further stated t 
that Adam Clayton Powell, H. Rap B 
should also be assassinated and th 
be stopped by non-violent means so 
president. Talbott believes Kenne 
the current racial unrest in this

Talbott advised that he

9 1968

hat he is of the opinion
srown, and Stokely Carmichael
at Bobby Kennedy should

> he can never become
>dy is responsible for all 
country.

believes in the supremacy
of the white race and stated that he is a former Klansman 
Talbott stated even though he makes many controversial
statements, he has no intention of 
act such as shooting a Negro or po
is not acquainted with anyone who would do

perpetrating any such 
Litical leader and

Talbott advised that on occasion
firearms in his automobile but not 
shooting anyone.

The employment records of

so

he carries
- for the

McGahey

purpose of

Chrysler-
Plymouth were reviewed with reference to Roland Talbott 

bott was at wortand these records indicate that Ta
at

by 
U.

McGahey, Miami, Florida, on April 4, 1968

The above information's
telephone to the 111th M. I. Group

immediately furnished
, Miami, Florida,

S. Secret Service, Miami, Florida, United States^ Attorney, .

- 2 =
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Re; THREATS AGAINST SEN
MIAMI, 
OF DR.

ROBERT F. KENNEDY,
FLORIDA, FOLLOWING ASSASSINATION
MARTIN LUTHER KING,

ROLAND CHESLEY TALBOTT, JR
JR. BY

. Miami, Florida, and the Intelligence Units of the Miami
Police'Department and the Dade County Department of Public 
Safety.

Copies of this memorandum' are being furnished
locally'to the 111th M
Florida, the U

Group ,
Secret Service;

United States Attorney, Miami, Florida.

Miami and Orlando
Miami, and the

»

This document contains' neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI.' It is: the property oi the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
are not to be distributed outside

it and its contents 
your agency.
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UNITED ms of ahrim

KNIGHTS OF ME KU KLUX KLAN

Records off Superior Co 
reflect that this Klan ©rgani^at 
charter on February 21, 1961, at 
name United Klans, Knights of th

>urt of Fulton County, Georgia 
ion was granted a corporate 
Atlanta, Georgia, under the

s

.a Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc

A source advised .on Fe 
was formed as a result off a spli
Ku Klux Klan, Aecor^llag to

bruary 27, 1961, 
,t in Uo So Klans 
> the source , the

that United Klans 
Knights ©ff the 

split resulted
from a leadership dispute and Un 
objectives as the parent group, 
Americanism, white supremacy, an

ited Klans has the same aims and 
These are the promotion, off

J segregation of tl® races

July, 1961, ' 
of America, 
Ku Klux Klan 
in Suite 4©1

ft® first source sad a second some® advised ©m
that United Klans, Kaights off the Ku
Inc., merged with Al 
. The merged organ!

Klw Klan
.abama Knights, Knights of th®
.gatiea establish'

Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, Alaba
d headquarters 
®. (The

organisation is directed by ROBERT SHEET®, Imperial Wizard
and is the dominant Klan group in the South 
several southern states.)

Second source advised
Alabama, ©n October 22, 
Klux Klan, merged with 
Knights ©f the Ku Klux

Third source 
is currently an active
states

wit wits in

1961, th 
th® Unite 
Klan.

that at a «e®tiB; g in Prattville
.B

advised ©a
organizat

0. S. Klams, Knights off the Ku 
Klans off AwriU, Inc.,

May 25, 1966, that the OKA 
ion, with Klaverns in several

This source said that ROBERT SSL SHELTON is the
Itperial Wizard of this ©rgaaiza ti©n and was elected t® this
.position on September 5, a
Birmingham, Alabama., Source sta 
the National office was moved fr
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, t© 
#18 Lake Sherwood, Star 
he had converted into a

the carp 
Route, I 
r©@m.

,t a National Kl©nv@cati©n in 
ted that during April, 196®, 
oi Suit® 4®1, Alhton Building, 
>®rt ©f SHELTON°sI residence , 
'arthport s Alabama, which spacear th port
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FD-323 (Rev. 11-29-61)

VESTIGATIONFEDERAL BUREAU OF IN

Title

Character

Reference

any Its

This document contains neither recommendations

ntities
reliable

Mem©
as a

ion have furnished

Miami
May

File No.

information in the past

KING
TALB
INFO

its contents are not to be distributed outsideof the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it an
nor conclusions of the FBI It is the property

Florida
196824

BY ROLAND CHESLEYJR
JRTT

TION CONCERNING

F..or Idaove at Miami

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

In Reply, Please Refer to

All sources (except

THREATS AGAINST SEN. ROBERT F. .
KENNEDY. MIAMI, FLORIDA, FOLLOWING 

--------  MARTIN LUTHERASSAS SINATION OF DR

andum'dated and

ed below) whose ide

captioned

are concealed in referenced communica
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W-8'6 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in

Vin AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext

5/24/68

or code)

(Pri irity)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
CR

(00: Memphis)

THREATS AGAINST SEN. ROBER 
MIAMI, FLORIDA, FOLLOWING 
OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
ROLAND CHESLEY TALBOTT, JR 
INFORMATION CONCERNING

T F. KENNEDY 
ASSASSINATION
JR BY

Re Cleveland teletypes (2)
and Miami teletype to Bureau dated 5/24/68

to Miami dated 5/23/68

Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of an LHM 
suitable for dissemination. Four copies of this LHM are 
being furnished to Washington Field and Atlanta. TwoTwo
copies of this LHM are being furnished to Cleveland 
Memphis and Richmond.

Miami will 
concerning captioned

furnish Memphis investigative inserts
matter under separate cover

3 
ar

Bureau (Enc
Washington Field

11) (RM) /^ 
“■' ri (Enc. ^4)

2 - Atlanta (44-2386) .(Enc. 4)
2 - Cleveland (Enc. 2) (RM)
2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
2 - Richmond (Enc. 2) (RM)

(RM)
(RM)

(RM)

2 - Miami (1 - 44-1854) (1 - 157-199 
DNJ:vc 
(15)

(?C!
ri searched

I SESMtlZEi

3)

FBI

Sent M PerApproved: _________________________ _
Special Agent in Charge
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MM 44-1854

Source referred to in LHM is CV 346-C, whose 
identity is known to the Bureau.

SINCE TALBOTT OFTEN CARRIES FIREARMS IN RIS 
AUTOMOBILE, HE SHOULP BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS

- 2 -
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,FD-302 (Rev;-4-15:64^

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date. 5/15/68

1

Captain .GgO^ .'■Eastern.' /Airlines Flight ?
®tti&M^at '- ? 910 :' del iver ed- an eh^

.. Dulles- Iritethaf iohai /Airpbr^^^ 10 :-30PM' bn
; May .’11, /1968K A Flight; 916 .Wdvat^iVed’^ro^

’ Mexico'./Th^^ ' ' ’
• Washington',': D• /G.and was-'from '-the ..
Mexico-.City?/;Mexico... A" - .

.to the FBI,
American' Legation^

■ ; • ' : .; this envelope' was 'given .
• ; Identification Division-of the. FBI 

on May 11, 1968:?at 11:2^ ■ '

to GEQRGE BONEBRAKE, - ■ 
by SA-.ROGER D. /ASHLAND''

. . . . . /Dulles Inters

, - SA ROGER D. 'ASHLAND :.rda . JbX—------- :----------— ——^-------------- -- ---------T7—TT-----------------T

This- document’contains ne,ither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI."It is'
H and its contents are not to be distributed outside your4agency. , ,

port, .
WFO

„F i Ie #^ ■■ ' " ■

t . 5/15/68 h
— Date dictated ______ -. ■. --'.

he property .of ther FBI and Is 1 ^aned to.your agency;
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SA ROGER D. ASHLANDFROM

MURKINsubject:

added he has a lot

3)

RDAirda

5010-108

on 5/16/68)

OPTIONAL. FORM NO.
MAY 1062 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) lOI-IUS

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Also he is from Florida.visitors

5/29/68date:

D. ASHLAND an JOSEPH

CHIARAMONTE contacted t

ADIA resides
address

much

Rockville
N. W

She

BERMrs.

7^3
INDEXED,SEARCHED..

SERIALIZED FILE

FBI —WASH. P.

Memorandum
: SAC, WO (44-703)

(Person resembling

car with Fla

On 5/20/68 SAS ROG

1801 . Belmontes tree*
said ALBERTO

AMES EARL RAY driving

following:

fer.thjHe_st. -Washington, D. C 

n Apartment # 301 at that
SHe was shown-a photograph of JAPES EARL RAY 

and she said photo does no^ resemble ALBERTO VADIA very 
She described VADlA/as 21 years old, 
He formerly resided at 13811 Congress Drive

Gerber Realty Co
His application for a leas

3315 Conn. Ave

5' 4-5" tall

to Legum &
on 4/5/68 listed

employment with Nelson Carbonell, telephone 949-7125.

MAY2 9 1968
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WFO 44-703

ALBERT VADIA, Jr., Apt. #301,
id.he has a... ,ia3K£©lmQliS sa______________

Pontiac GTO bearing Florida license 1W194103
No one else has keys to this car and he does
not loan the car to other persons. He said

brk Avenue on May 16he was driving the car on New 1 
1968.

He was shown nhotogn phs of JAMES EARL.RAY and
. he said he does not know any person who might lie RAY.
. VADIA attends Catholic University, Washington I^all Junior 

He was unable, to furnish any information . .College
concerning JAMES EARL RAY,

. ' ALBERTO VADIA, Jr

the following description::
was observed to be of

White, ' male, 5’ 7'1, 
Brow eye s, Medium. c

19Q pounds, .20 years old, 
omplexion®

He was determined not to be . JAMES EARL RAY.
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FD-302:(Re^^^^^^

1

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date. 5/29/68

WARDELL HICKS also known as "Bubble Eye" MASON 
. 1201 <3/Etree^ '^d? tmehfM. ^/teU&n^fe A -
234-4876 said he does not know JAMES EARL RAY. . -

/ , HICKS,. added, he does not?, have, any inf ormation concerning 
;RAY® .//RiCKS/said he/dpes fiot/:^^

■ RAY-being/ iiitdr.est<d/^ .tp/kl’p/ife^
, ./:or:; about a hideout used ‘ by RAY :jf Mexico. :

K.-LUTHER'. KING

HICKS. ;al^ seed -pho to grains: -in :
newspapers T of JAMES EARL RAY ..but does not know Anyone 

■ who; might berRAY®;^;^ added.- he... was never  A.inbpri son -with 
RAY.. . HICKS,■indicated.he- served 

never in- prison in Mi ssouri. : H 
/has' ■ been in as: ' Maryland; State

/ '-//../AHistr£^

time: in? -^ and
-CKS -11 sted' p ri sc n s :.y/vff 
Reformatory '
iumbiab'Jail /?'/-. 

./?Workhouse, Lofton/-Virginia: ' r/'/. ■<■//.
Lorton Rdfofmatofy,, Lfrtph,! Virginia. ■ .

HICKSr.'S

■■A.. '--r'-t r . HICKS ,sai4- he ,/-^ ■ ;
^y ’ b.1, 196-8' when he was released., if dm the-Di strict of 
■Columbia Reformatory, Lorton, Virginia.
/Unemployed/ ' ■ ■ - -

HICKS/i s.
:®

added,he/. ^ glac.ly;'furnish'iriformatioh 
■ concerning? JAMES' EARL RAY/td the /FBI/ in fheleveiJthe = 

::obtains-Information ,a^ ,// /: /

: On 5/29/68 ? of/Washington, Df ■■

■ by.J3AJ^0G£K^^

" This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of.’.the 
ft and. its contents are,not to be distributed outside your agency.

.Fitet^w

_Date dictated

44^703^®^

^W6«-^
FBI. It is the-'property'’of. the FEI-ahd Is loaned io iyour.agency;
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-.15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date. .OB'.'

;1 j#

’f'

X®5 ^H ^ does r«9t barks’ smythin^

5t ^&# a .#^8#' wM W: O'“:® ^fei’

,<bwh

; P.irfZS gi® raid U Ib» ^ Msjt^g

’'x^-i*£^rim/^ MCW?/i^ he is

» in?

V

^^'
^%p fe. Wls^ .< M^^i?spasW^ -rrisias h^;W®S.

.^i#slbe?#; # 'w? "'■ "• S?ii«!#i Sfeta 
SirWtai: ^f Uo,

~ kMI' ^4. h«I

♦V
*»^>fei te»&J«s*.'< st p:

M wt $f |^w..#.

C^#Ia M®yu,mx> '^^' ■ s^M^

■ v< L'7 ; ""-.'.J ^' M&S .W‘W!^:?;|^«^ Iftfo^t-V'.*
;-^^#^)JAO. iW^'W.# Wr MUSs.,.^. e^t

:-Se^cW
' ■'Serialized
; iBCGxed.i

ts&

Qn_J[MteLL_a t^Sa-Lt^;^);*^
■ • • ^•t *t«.y jt -w^^cr , . 77 ■ - W^ ^*41^  ̂WilBg, iS»i'^,’

by__*l£LL2OS]'!lLJL14i-^^
This document' contains ^neither recommendations, nor.-conclusions- of the 
JI odd’its,contents are.riot to be distributed outside your agency. . •.

.F i I g ^_ - ^^^-a. ■ W'SS - •^7 '-

Date dictated

FBI. It is) the . property .-of thei-F 31 qnd/is loaned Io your agency;
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PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE DEFERRED

TO

FROM:

5/28/68

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) AND LOS AN

SAC, WO (44-703

MURKIN

ES (44-1574)

REATLANTA TELETYPE MAY TWENTY THREE LAST

MR. MERVIN KAUTEN, SECTION CHIEF, FRAUD AND MAILABILITY

DIVISION, UNITED STATES POST OFFICE, WASHINGTON! D. C

ADVISED THIS DATE THAT LOCAL SWINGER CLUB IN D

CURRENTLY UNDER INVESTIGATION BY POST OFFICE CASE NUMBER

THREE SIX FOUR DASH FOUR FOUR SIX Z£RO SIX DAS'

POINDEXTER; OR DONALD SCHOOF OF UNITED STATES Pi

LOS ANGELES CAM MAKE THIS INFORMATION AVAILABLE

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

L. 0

T OFFICE

TO FEDERAL

WO OBTAINING LIST OF ALL OBSCENE PEN DASH PAL CLUBS

IN UNITED STATES UNDER INVESTIGATION BY POST OFFICE AND TOL

OUT LEADS WHEN INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE

2 -
3 -
1 -

Bureau
Teletype Unit
Atlanta (44-2386) (AM)
Memphis (44-1987) (AM)

WFO

®5?gP 
(9)

Sr
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

. Date: 5/27/68

Transmit' the following in

Via Air tel

To:

From:

MURKIN

(Type in plaintext or code)

' (Priority)

SAC’S WFO (44-703) - Enc. 
Memphis (44-1987)

Director, FBI (44-38861)

Re WFO airtel 5/23/68, 
Money Orders, Q352 and Q353. „

(2)

submitting two U. S. Postal

No latent impressions of value developed.oh the two money 
orders, which are enclosed to WFO.

Laboratory reporting separate.

1
1
1

- Newark (44-854)
- Los Angeles (44-1574) .
- Atlanta (44-2386)

Sent Via M Per.
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LAB O RAT

Date:

Specimens

0352

Q353

Result ox examination:

Specimens Q352 and Q353 will be returned separately 
Photographs are retained

MURKIN
CR

of the

iOTSTiMTIOK

Galt 113-14th Sts "Eric S
9"

NoU.S
Li

CalifBlvd

U.S N
Li

303

FBEML MOT OF

FBI

tie Falls N.J
s "Eric S
90028"

May 27 
.4^4-38861

D.-680523034 JK

1968
FBI File No

Lab. No.

received

WASHINGTON, ©
Memphis (44-1987)

5/23/68

Postal Money Order
Locksmithing Institute
handwritten name and addre

Los Angeles

Postal Money Order
Locksmithing Institute
handwritten name and addre
N.W. Atlanta, Georgia

1,916,211,078j payable to
1 bearing the

Galt j5533 Hollywood

5.615,057,923' payable to
tie Falls bearing the

On the basis of the available writings attributed to
the subject, James Earl Ray, itlwas concluded tliat the questioned 
hand printing and handwriting appearing on Q352.j and Q353 were 
prepared by this individual
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John Edgar Hoover. Director

OfficeExamination requested by:

Reference:

Remarks:

MURKIN
CR

Laboratory Transmittal Form
7-72

1968Date:

repc 1H±U2_2^
SEARCHED

SERIALIZ

F8!- >H. -. Q

44-38861FBI File No

Lab. No

FBI Memphis (44-1987)

00: Memphis

Examination requested:

Washington Fiel

Airtel 5/23/68

Document - Fingerprint

You will be advised /separately

May 27

D-680523034 JK

_ . regarding the results
of the fingerprint examination and disposition of Q352 and 0353

DO NOT INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE
PAGE(S) INFORMATION IN 
' INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab

Washington Field
(Lab report)

1 - Newark (44-854) E

eport)

ffice (44-703) Enclosure

closure (Lab report)

1 - Los Angeles (44-1/574) Enclosure (Lab report)

1 - Atlanta (44-2386)/ Enclosure (Lab ':

INiSTRATIVE p ? G E

MAY 2'8196
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5010-108

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
(44-703)to : SAC, WFO

FROM : SA ROGER

subject: MURK INC<

D. ASHLAND, C-3

Columbia

date:

CHARLES WILLOGHBY, Record Examiner, D 
Jail advised on 5/29/68 file concernin

5/29/68

istrict of

WARDELL HICKS, District of Columbia Department 
Correction 99311 contains the following informa 
concerning HICKS:

Mother::

Father:

Wife:

of 
tion

7230
ELOISE

WILLIAM H.
5111 D

.nt

ROBERT

Bookdr Drive

ryland

CKS
WDC

I(tKS (Telephone 234-4876)

Girl friend:

Residence:

Contacted in

PATRICIA A./HARRIS
1502 F<n?/Dupont Street S. E.. WDC

1911 8th Street, N. W

g)- WFO (44-703) MURKIN
1 - WFO (137-NEW) (WARDELL HICKS), 
RDA:rda 1

(2)

WDC

Internal Revenue Office Agent 
ROBERT R. BRIGHT

SEKiAlI^XV^^.-F!* f1/

MAY 2 91968 
FBI—WASH, K

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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WO 44-703

Fugitive;indices negative re WARDELL HICKS on 5/29/68.

for WARDEL
North.Wes Washington, D.. C.:

Identification Division advised on 5/29/68 address 
TICKS, . FBI 448038B in 1967 was 1911] 8th Street

In .1960 his address was :
listed as 1311 Rhodd Island Avenue, North Westj WDC.
He has Metropolitan Police Department # 137889 and District of Col
Department of.Corrections number 99311.

. . . The following persons 
May 21, 1968 by SAS ROGER D. AS:

were contacted on
iLAND and JOSEPH j CHIARAMANTE

. She said 
at 1602 
6th St.,

Miss DALY/MEREDITH, 1602
she does not know WARD 
6th Street,’ N. W. She 
N. W. ' ' ' ’

JAC

6th Street
ELL HICKS 
added he

and he

North West. M. 

does not live
might live at 1610

SOLOMON, Owner, 
. he does not know WARDELL-HTCKS- 

. address. He added a woman.with 
at 1616 6th St., N; W. who may

1610 6th St.. N W. said
and he does not p.ive at that, 
the.last name MASON: resides 
be related to HjICKS aka MASON

An unidentified woman 
said she does not know/WARDELLi 
at that address wor f and is nc

at 1616 6th St., N. W. - 
HICKS. Also Mr^1. A. MASON .

t home during. hojUrs 6:30AM - 5:30PM

CARROLjZ JOHNSON, Owngr of Joe. Caplan^s Liquor Store, 

_____ __ __________  , WDC since! November, 1967 [said WARDELL HICKS 
aka "Bubble Eye'/^MASON, is employed by him ahd does not know him

CLIFFORD MAE^ILLIAM$, 1911 -8th St. J N.JLJIDC

■ said WARDELLTIICKS u d to live; at that address but she has
hot seen him for about.two years. She heard he was serving 
time in th® Workhouse in Lorton,Va. She added she last saw his
wife ROBERTA just before Christmas, 1967 but does not know;

. where ROBERTA is living now ®

- 2* -
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WFQ : 44-703 .

FRIENDS-OF-RHODESIA LIST

May 15j 1968 -

Mr, J. WZ Merchant ■'  
’ J. W. l^rchant’s 

- P.O. Box 1384 .
WWStoet-
Lake„„Cnarles', L iisiana

Mr. Rober/Miller

70601

Mr., Garvey GyHcBride 
.33 Friendship Lane . 
.Colorado Springs. Colorado 80904’^riril>—n iw™ I iMuuauiMwlu.^^.i?—Z-^_ — — ,_ , .    ■

■ _Mr, NielySchultz
-WjEEEHxjia^^

^Mrs, Marguerite C, C^gile
Box 282 "

_ Star Route, / .
'^^zal'Tallfornia 92 506

Mr. Frederick B. orbes 
2066 S. Stage C/ach Lane 
Fallbrook, Canr^rnia

Miss EstherXoodala
_129 West Street '
Reading, Massachusetts 01867.

Mr, Francis/Goodale 
-..Box 39, RD/H

Stroudsburg ennsvlvania 18360

Mr. Herb Schurter
■ 5225 >'Rcvnier Avenue.

Los Angeles, California 90056

■ Mr.
IS

Namp

Samuel A7Swayne;
.Box 36 

ia, Idaho 83651

Mra Donald /ooke
Box 550 7 ~ j

’Hurst, North Carolina 28374Pine

Mr. A. H./Vogel
P.O
Saif

1510

Mrs. 
1210

Dr. M

B6F 2339—.
ISeTT^ Utah 84110

^gonTTexas^^V 
^ f^»ae5siQ,'B(sw»w /

Brinsmade

Helen/cheubert I 
^ra^^^Iaii3~Avenue

OaF^i^'niinoii/

Mrs.
3012

Ruth N___ Dawson
Boxhyl 1 Lane '

503^'

Baltimore, Maryland

Mrs. ' 
512. 0 
Corpu

Ewart

21210

William 
Mio Str 
s Christi. Texas

Mrs. Jean AZ Bandy
Wickenbur

Box 1

. Mrs. W.

Arizgna

gcClub Park
49. ' ■ -

Z Munro

Wickenburg Arizona 85358

.Mrs 8 I andon /Thomas 
ickej4 Road
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FP-302.(Rey; 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF NVESTIGATION

Date. 5/15/68

i
RQWM^ TEwN^Ty .-General Manager/;.-Travel. Consultantsj;? - . 

, , . i.,-.. -71612'.^l^'iJtree^^ 't

of persons' &d ••contacted Travel; Consultants f f^ 
to’ May .15/ 1968tfo:r information: ;abqu^^^^ ;/'.■’ ./

Some of these persons made’ arrangements to travel to' t tg-d? t 
’ ’ -. - . . . list is ehti^

Room-'# 700.

to May. .15

Rhode siatwi ^^our^grou^^ 
HFriehdstofgilipdesiarL^

This •documeni -contains'.n.either recommendations- nor1 conclusions of -the,* FBI’ 
H and itsrontents are not to be distributed outside your dg'ency. - ' - -

File# ' . WFO 44-703W

_____ D a te dictqted ' ; ~ o/l:5/6:8 - _ ;

t; is‘- the ..property -of the* F6l;an^vls loaned to1 your agency;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



70601

P.O ox 2339

21210

Arizona 85358

2226 Picker

Star Route

Road

MunroBox 39. RD #4
Stroudsburg

Wickenbur Arizona
01867

5012 Bo ill Lane

1510 Hermann Professional(Building
Housto Texas °77027

Mrs, Helen Scheubert

Ewart

; May 15, 1968

WFO 44-703
2 '

Mr. J. W. Merchant
J. W. Merchant’s
P.O. Box 1384
1021 17th Street :
Lake Charles, Louisiana

Mr. Robert Miller
P.O. Box 1049

. Kerrville, Texas

Mr. Garvey G. McBride
33 Friendship Lane

FRIENDS- OF RHODESIA. LIST .

Mr. Samuel A. Swayne I 
P.O. Box 368 •

.. Nampa, Idaho .83651

. Mr. Donald Cooke
Box 350
Pine (Hurst, North Carolina 28374

. Mr.. A^ H. Vogel .

Salt Lake City. Utah 84110

Colorado Springs, Colorado 80904
Dr. Alan Brinsmade

Mr. Niels Schultz
. 147 Bon Air Shopping Center 
Greenbrae, California 94904

Mrs. Marguerite C. Cargile
' Box 282

Anza, California 92306

Mr. Frederick B. Forbes
2066 S. Stage Coach Lane
Fallbrook, California

Miss Esther Goodale
129 West Street

. Reading, Massachusetts

Mr. Francis Goodale

Pennsylvania 18360

Mr. Herb Schurter
5225 Reynier Avenue
Los Angeles, California. 90056

1210 North Ridgeland Avenue 
Oak Park Illinois 60302 '

Mrs. Ruth M. Dawson

Baltimore, Maryland

Mrs. WilCiam L
512 Ohio Street
Corpus Christi, Texas

Mrs. JeanjA, Bandy

Mrs. W. A.
9 Country lub Park
Box 1449
Wickenburg

■ Mrs.. Landon Thomas

Augusta, Georgia 30904
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WFO 44-703 
3

FRIENDS OF RHODESIA (Continued)

Mr. Vernon. Kelsay . ■ . .
Rocky Spring Farm .
Box 59, R.D. 1 .
Glen Mills, Pennsylvania

Miss Herberta Ann Leonardy : 
239 Fluvia Avenue
Coral Gables, Florida 33134

Mr. Harry Thompson . .
West Department Stores 
Jasper, Texas. .

Mr, Irvin C. Chapman 
Chapman Ranch .
P.O. Box 3008
Fullerton, California 92634

Mr. J. Waterhouse
Black Canyon State Box 114 
Phoenix, Arizona 85020
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5010-108

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

subject:

SAC, WFO (44-703)

SA ROGER D. ASHLAND

MURKIN

date: 5/29/68

(Persons who contadted Travel Consultants, 
7DC between 1/1/68 and1612 K St N W

5/15/68 for informat 
Rhodesia or arranged 
to Rhodesia. Listed 
’’Friends of Rhodesia'

Lon about travel to 
to go on a tour group 
on list entitled.

On May 16, 1968, the names of men on this 
list were checked at the State Department Passport Office
to determine if one of them could be JAMES EARL 
This check was made by SAS ROBERT W. DAWSON and 
ROGER D. ASHLAND with negative results.

ZD- WFO 44-703 
RDAirda

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly

RAY

SEARCHED,...^,.. INDEXED SERIALIZE0^S^4 ED/^&...

MAY 2 911968
FBI—WASH. P. ^. _

on the Payroll Savings Plan
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5/29/68

AIRTEL

TO:

FROM:

MURKIN

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-388 61)

SAC, WFO (44-703) (P)

ReBurad, 5/21/68 
drivers’ license.

concerning review of

Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
Washington, D.C. (WDC), issues learner’s permits to

applicants for driver’s license
valid permit from another jurisdiction

who do not hold a 
iiction. A Polaroid

photo is made and retained with application at DMV
and can be reviewed by WO. Review must be conducted 

during evening and weekend hours when DMV personnel 
are available and is being handled' as WO personnel

and can be reviewed by WO.

are available in accordance ter
Bureau responsibilities. Appiroximately 250 learner’s 
permits are issued each day akd files are maintained 
for six months or longer; therefore, the revi^ will 

cover approximately 30,000 appap Lications in thi category.

DMV, WDC, does not record on driver s license
or application the race of the applicant;

3-Bureau
1-Memphis (44-1987)

V RUD:dan
< (5)

AIRTEL

however, a

Ser::.Ls1 -
Indexed __.
Filed __
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WFO 44-703

color photo is made a part of the license issued.
Negatives are available from the Metropolitan PoliceNegatives are available from tl
Department for all permits issued. At the conclusion 

WFO will obtain J these 

reproduce them a^ 
te movie film, and

of search of learner’s permits 
negatives, have the Laboratory 
positives on 35mm black and wh:
review them on microfilm viewers. Approximately 600 
to 1,000 permits are issued each workday and approxi- 

since 4/1/68. Approxi-mately 30,000 have been issued
mately 50 one hundred foot rolls of 35mm black and
white film will be required for above project.
film costs $2.90 per hundred foot roll, plus 46

This 
cents

for developing chemicals. . Labor will amount to 
approximately 50 hours at $2.85 per hour. Total cost
about $310,50.

It is recommended the Bureau approve the
above as the cost of Agent time and use of Bureau
equipment to resolve the ident

CMV
Lties of permit holders 

would exceed the above many times. It is noted 
personnel estimate that only 10 to 15 per cent >f permits

, and

necessary to conduct investiga

issued are to white males 30 to 55 years of agej, and 
since race is not listed on application, it would be 

.tion to eliminate 
——>roVed.

a great
number of non-whites if above costs are not app
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', ' of th

LABORATORY AJ.

OOM BUREAU OF5 m«B»™
• . wasw^w, 0.

FBI, Richmond (87-NEW)

UNSUB, aka
DAVID COOPERMAN, 
LALAH COOPERMAN 
ITSP

Specimen received 5/23/68

SPECIMEN CHECK # AMOUNT DATE PAYABLE TO

QI

Result

Date: May
FBI File No.

Lab. No.

29, 1968

D-680523082 JK

SIGNED . BANK

147 $175.00 4/15/68 Valet 
Dawn 

■ Mille

of examination

ie

r

. Specimen QI was searched 
sections of the National Fraudulent 
be^identified with any prior submis

David 
Cooperman

Suburban Trust
Company, .
Hyattsville, 
Md. .

through the appr 
Check File but 

sions to this fi

opriate 
could not 
le.

V/here fingerprint cards were located for _ 
using the name “David Cooperman” the signatures thlereon were

compared.with QI.but no identificat 
fingerprint cards were located for 
”Lalah Cooperman."

individuals

ion could be effected. No
■.individuals -..using the name

questioned writings.on Ql 
were not prepared by subject JAMES &ARL RAY, FBI #405942G.

It was concluded that the

retained
QI will be returned separately. Photographs are

SEARCHED.y^ylNDEXED. 

serializeOo...f)led,.j

' • FBl4-WASH. F. 0. ■
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CARL T.'^WAN

THE EVENING STAR 
Washington, D. C., Wednesday, May 29, .968

A-19

RL I. kOWAN j —

Trail of King's Killer Leading to Dead End
The disappearance of the 

slayer of Dr. Martin Luther 
King becomes more eerie and 
revolting with tevery passing 
day.

The FBI has not come up 
with a single meaningful trace 
of James Earl Ray, the num­
ber one suspect, since I re­
vealed 21 days ago that the- 
investigation had taken on in­
ternational implications.

Even with $100,000 or so of 
reward money lying around, 
the FBI hasn’t so much as a 
hot tip or a rumor worth pur­
suing with hope.

In my earlier column, I de­
liberately did not reveal that a 
massive dragnet had been set 
up in Mexico. It was there that, 
Ray had met with some char- 

• acters who led FBI and other 
intelligence agents to suspect 
involvement of a foreign pow-
er. But investigators did not 
want the suspect tipped off as
to the intensity of the search family. The most significant—

■■ " ' • ■ and most galling in somesouth of the border.
But it has revealed nothing. 

I “We’ve covered Mexico, 
[Canada, and the United States 
nike a blanket,” one high-level 
Source tells mb. “If Ray were 
alive in any of these places, I

can’t conceive of our not locat­
ing him by now.” •

Thus, the men who we,re
clinging doggedly to the theory 
that King’s killdr was a ber­
serk loner have now swung 
over to the belief that a hired 
killer planned the murder and - 
the escape meticulously. But 
was it Ray—or were the seem­
ingly clumsy clues left behind 
just decoys? And who did the
hiring?

The truth is that the FBI has 
not located a single trace of 
Ray since he supposedly aban­
doned his white Mustang in
Atlanta on April 5, the day ; 
after the Nobel Prize-winning ‘ 
Negro clergyman was slain in 
a Memphis, Tenn., motel. In 
fact, the FBI does not really 
have solid evidence that it was 
Ray who abandoned the car in 
Atlanta.

But the massive' investiga­
tion has turned up more infor­
mation about Ray and his

Washington circles — is that 
Ray was peddling dope while 
in' prison in Missouri State 
Penitentary from 1960 to April 
1967. .

As the magnitude of Ray’s

(narcotics peddling has been 
revealed, top law enforcement 
officers here have stared 
'aghast at the evidence that 
guards in most.prisons are so 
easily bribed into sending 
almost anything into or out of 
a prison.

Some investigators have 
concluded that our penal sys->
tem

' they
top 
is h

is rotten to the core, and 
have sent screams to the^ 

of our government that it 1 
gh time someone planned

a complete overhaul.
A serious question arises

now 
can,

as to how long the FBI 
. or will, continue a con­

centrated search for Dr.
Kina’s killer. Already, student 
turmoil on scores of campuses 
has jdictated the shifting of 
considerable manpower to the 
watching of these activities.

There are some worrisome 
connections between rioters on 
the various campuses. For ex­
ample, one of the leaders of 
the Columbia University dem­
onstrations recently showed up 
at American University here, 
trying to agitate students into 
puttirig some “muscle” into 
their brotest.

So [this confluenijH^ad?-’

SEARCHED .

SERW’ ’

mands on the time of the 
agents has led even some 
FBI personnel to echo earlier 
pessimistic predictions that 
“t h e y T1 never catch Dr. 
King’s killer.”

I ©1968
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AIRTEL

TO

\ FROM

. MURKIN

6/3/68

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, WFO (44-703) (P)

Re WFO telephone call to Bureau, 6/1/68

POSSIBLE LOOK-A-LIKE OF JAMES EARL RAY 
AT SHOREHAM HOTEL, WPG, ON 6/1/68.

On 6/1/68, at about 4 45 p.m., Detective CHASE,
Intelligence Division, Metropol:.tan Police Department
Washington, D
that STEVE ISAACS, City Editor

C., telephonical!.y advised SA ALLAN M. POWER 
“The Washington Post,” re-

ported a female reporter covered a meeting that date where 
RALPH ABERNATHY for the Poor People’s Campaign was supposed
to speaks For some reason, AB!
YOUNG, 
neck”

The female reporter mew
NATHY was replaced by ANDY 
ioned to ISAACS that a "red

in the crowd closely resembled JAMES EARL RAY. This
reporter noted the “red neckV left abruptly when it was 
learned ABERNATHY would not speiik. ISAACS indicated another 
reporter covering this meeting also thought the “red heck”
resembled RAY.

At 5:03 p.m.
Editor, “The Washington Post”, advised 
that reporter CARPI, ONSA (Mrs. *

3 - Bureau
2 - Memphis (44-1987)

71>- WFO ' '

n 6/1/68, Mr._S; HENxlSAACS, City 

RO T W. DAWSON
CARLXERNST^IN) covered a
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WFO 44-703

conference of the Capital Trust ' 
this date, and that at about 10:: 
who was wearing no socks, that s] 
oldphotograph of JAMES EARL RAT
which appeared in the "Commercia: 
newspaper. She said that LARRY : 
reporter for "The Evening Star," 
had also seen this individual.

Club at the Shoreham Hotel 
30 a.m. she saw a white man, 
he believed to look like an 
and like the artist’s sketch

1 Appeal," a Memphis, Tennessee, 
STILL, who was formerly a
a Washingtonj D. C., newspaper,

On 6/1/68, CAROL HONSA 
Post," whose married name is Mrs

> City Editor, "The Washington 
, CARL BERNSTEIN, advised that

she was assigned to cover the Capital Press Club, Washington,. 
D. C., conference at the Shoreham Hotel concerning the urban 
crisis. She said that she arrived at the Palladium Room of
that hotel at aboiit 10:45 a.m at which time a conference con-
cerning religion and the ghetto was just ending. She observed ’ 

rear of the room studying thea young white man sitting in the 
program of the conference. This 
be listening to the proceedings,

individual did not appear to 
and he was not observed to

talk to anyone. HONSA stated that because of his dress he .
appeared out of place; and she was suspicious of him. She said 
that most persons were dressed in business clothing, but this 
individual wore a sport shirt, open at the neck, possibly 
beige or dirty white, a long sleeve rust colored cardigan
sweater, dark trousers, possibly gray, and black shoes with no
socks. She said that she had never seen this individual attending
any meeting of this type on previous occasions. HONSA stated 
that this individual appeared to be waiting for the next sermon 
of the conference, which concerned civil rights organizations 
and the ghetto; Rev. RALPH ABERNATHY, President of the Southern 
Christain Leadership Conference, was scheduled to speak.

HONSA stated that after a coffee breaks about WiOO a.m.
speakers for the conference were introduced; and at this time 
the above mentioned individual was; - standing at the rear of the

2
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WFO 44-703

steel service door, 
after the speakers w 
steel service door.

room near a 
and shortly 
room by the

He appeared to be confused 
ere announced, he left the 
She said that she did not

know why he was standing, as there were plenty of seats with 
only about 70 - 75 people present at the meeting. About 10
minutes later he re-entered the room but left again almost 
immediately.

HONSA stated that because of this man's appearance 
and actions, she was suspicious of him; and when he left
immediately after it was learned that Rev.. RALPH ABERNATHY
would not be a speaker, she suspected he might be there to cause 
some harm to ABERNATHY, She said.Jhat she spoke to LAWRENCE 
STILL, President of the Capital irSst Club about this individual;
and at the time she talked to STILL, AL SWEENEY was present.

HONSA stated that she had never seen this individual 
before or since he.left the meeting, and that she could furnish 
no information to identify him. She suggested that he might be 
known to STILL or SWEENEY.

HONSA commented that her husband considers her an 
"alarmist".

HONSA advisbd that a^ she returned to the Washington 
Post offices around 4:00 p.m., she was thinking about this 
individual and about the possibility of ABERNATHY being assinated 
as "KING was; and at this time she thought about this individual 
possibly looking like JAMES EARL RAY. Upon arriving at the
newspaper offices, she had the photographs of RAY obtained from 
the newspaper morgue and reviewed them. She stated that the 
individual she had seen somewhat resembled the 1966 Missouri 

State Penitentiary photograph of RAY and the "Commercial Appeals" 
artist's sketch.
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HONSA described the individual she had seen as
a white male, approximately 30 -
tall, slender build, 160 - 180 pdunds

35 years of age, 6 feet
thin facfe, light

brown cropped hair with side burns to the middle of the
ears/ fair complexion which was slightly pink as though
sun burned or wind burned. She 
minded her of a ’’red neck”. .

said the individual re-

At approximately 7:00 p.m. on 6/1/68, SA DAWSON 
was unable to find any individual in the lobby of the Shoreham 
Hotel fitting the description as ‘ ' ' 'furnished by HONSA.

On 6/2/68, Mr. LA^NCR/STI^ 5704 New Hampshire 
Avenue, N. E., advised SA DAWSO
individual that HONSA had spoken 
he may have seen the individual.

that he did not see the 
to him about. He said that 
but did not recall him.

STILL stated that he did not have any recollection of seeing 
anyone at the meeting mentioned ty HONSA that looked like 
RAY,/ STILL stated that he would immediately report any

such thing to authorities STILL advised that MED L.
'SWEENEY, who is Chairman of the conference. Telephone 593-5023 
could-possibly furnish additional information.

\ On 6/2/68, Mr. SWEENEY who resides at 1105 Lamberton
Court, Silver Spring, Md., advised that he had seen the 
individual pointed out by CAROL HONSA, and that he Had not
been disturbed by this person pre 
conference. He said that his fir 
person was a worker at the hotel, 
this connection. He said that he

sent at the above mentioned 
st thoughts were that the
but he had no information in 
had no way of identifying the

individual. Mr. SWEENEY stated tiiai. ue nas seen puutugca, 
of JAMES EARL RAY and he does not consider the individual 

enble RAY. SWEENEY furthermentioned by HONSA to at all res

bat he has seen photographs

stated that because of his inter© 
urban crisis, he would be the fir 
the event he saw an individual he

st in civil rights and the 
st to notify authorities in _ 
believed to resemble RAY.
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