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| 5/23/68
- PLAINTEXT | |

TELETYPE =~ URGENT

SAG,ILOS ANGEiES'(44;157¢
SAC, WEO (44-703) " |
MURkiN LA | v ”
RE LUS ANGELES TELETYPE MAY TWENTfTwo LAST.
RE D C. LICENSE FIVE SEVEN TWO ZERO FOUR SIX.

,DETECTIVE THUMAS YOUNG MPD ADVISED ABOVE LICENSE

REGI STERED TO’ERITS RASOE, ONE EIGHT SIX EIGHT COLUTBIAvROAD;
N. W., WDC. FOR SIXTYSEVEN FORD, VIN SEVEN T 4ERU ONE C TWO
ONE FIVE EIGHT FIVE THREE. . INVESTIGATION AT ABOVE 7DDRESS

' REFLECTS RASOE DEPARTED MIDDLE APRIL, SIKIYEIGHT, IS FRGM -
INDONESIA AND EOES NuTlRESEMBLE-SUEJECT.RAY.‘ CHANGﬁ QF.ADDREss

UBTAINED AS A, F RASOE ONE EIGHT |THREE FIVE SUUTH WUUSTER

!
' STREET LOS ANGELES CALIFURNIA AS UF MARCH . TWENTYUDE LAST. .
LOS ANGELES CONDUCT APPRUPRIATE INVESTIGATIUN

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. - J<‘

1 - Teletype Unit
(2)- WFo

RWD: tab
@ m

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



| srer68

AIRTEL

TO: SAC RICHWDND

FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703)

MURKIN

: At 9:45 a.m. 5/9/68, ss DAWN MLE j Apt. 504,
101 Lincolnia Road, Alexandria, Va., ;j}gﬁhone 351 4734,

- called WFO and furnished the following Anformation: (Misé
. MILLER is a dancing teacher for the Flrfex Courty Recreation

 Department, Telephone # 273-932

Miss MILLER saw a poster with photographs of JAMES
EARL RAY and noted a resemblance| of the 1960 photograph to
a man with vhom she had the following dealings:

Miss MILLER put en ad in the'ClaéaifiéL Sections

. of the Sunday Star and Washington Post advertising a sofa for,fff

. sale for $175.00. She believed that the ad appeéred in the
. April 7 or 14th issues. On a Wednesday night after the ad
appeared she received a telephone call from e man asking
about the sofa. It was late, 11330 p.m., and the man ssid -
he would come to see the sofa the next evening. .

He came to Miss MILLER's residence in a station”

wagon with a male companion and bought the sofa. | He paid i
. for the sofa with a check drawn oph the Suburban Trust Compamy, ' .
" Hyattsville, Maryland. The names| PAVID and LALAH CQ@PSRMAN, i~
Account & &was printed oh the ¢heck;—by ~gddresE .

was listed. m
addresses and telephone number on|the check and signed it &~

The purchaser of the|sofa wrote the following Jif;"”

~ "DAVID COOPERMAN", -~ .. I B

B, e

! SEARCHED, -un:v*p_, et
1- Memphis (Info) {serii 2P e, | LD
1- WrFO - S MAY 251 gqa
MGM:js  {.ﬁ} ;‘; 1 rm'ﬁff¥~ﬁ
A(s) AIRTEL 70 \
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WFO 44-703

7930 15th Avenue, Adelphi, Maryland. (Miss MILLER
checked the telephone directory |and learned this is the
address of DAVID and LALAH COOPERMAN.Y:

8107 Eastern Avenue, Silver Springs, Md. (Miss
MILLER later learned that this address is listed| to IRVING
and REBECCA COOPERMAN.) -She called them and determined -
. that they are no relation to abo e DAVID COOPERMAN and knew
- nothing of the transaction.

Telephone # 526-4042 (Miss MILLER learned from the
Telephone Company' that his phone |is subscribed ta by a person .
named PORTER, 1915 Otis St., N.E., WDC.) She has been unable
to reach this person by phone. :

Re the purchaser: Miss| MILLER describe him as

~ about age 37, 5'10", slender build, sandy blonde hair, eye .
color not known, just a trace of Southern accent.| She did i
not know the make of station wagon, thought it was late model ,
license number unknown, light colored with wood tene trim.

The companion of the purchaser is|described as eafly twenties,lﬁie

- "eute, slim, blonde". No names were exchanged beéween the
two men. .

' . The check was returned with a note "Non 'sufficient
funds" and was dated 4/26/68. : :

‘ Miss MILLER sald that labt Sunday, 5/5/6?, she drovef%: f
out to the residence of DAVID and LALAH COOPERMAN and spoke . . *
" to them. y knew nothing about the transaction, | but stated

. that Egeré- eckbook had been lost|about two month previouslySlfli

and that they had learned that someone had purchased a -
refrigerator using one of their che cks. : . ) o

Miss MILLER stated that she hws the chec\ for the
~sofa in her possession and asn be reachéd at her home phone
-or at the Fairfax Recreation Bepar ment.

, Rlchmond .should show additional photograpLs of RAY
to Miss MILLER for possible identif cation oo

| 'Balgimore should determin: possible ITSP ‘iolations."k

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




AIRTEL

o -'
FROM» y
uUBJEﬁT;~ uNsUB ,”3&467_ -
1Ef00qp ;53» B
"Lalah_Cogpt .
ITSP :

' Re HFO airﬁel tw Richmonw and Ea;timore,,ﬁ/ﬁ/éﬂ
t.unaer caption %&HEHN

- Enclosed for the Bureau, L5 one cheyk in the
. amount of $175.00, drawn on the Suburban Trust Company,
~ Hyattsville, Md, Enclosed for the Baltimore Diviaian T
"~ 1a ore Xerox COPX of” same cheak, ‘Epelosed. for eanh ai¢1cc is &
\.-CIE)J of re alrte
 For the ini Qrtra*'ian m thie Bun..au, ‘ve alrtal
. advised DAWN MITDLER, apartment 504, landmerk Towers, 101
Lincsinia RQ, . furnished informatioh that an individaal ..
- regembling JAMES EARL BAY identisried himgell as DAVID :
. CUCPERMAN and puzyha&e 8 uaed sofa|Ivom her ou approximately
CApril 14; 196E. CCUPERMAN paid for|the purchase with a .
. check which is enclosed; and the cheoi w88 subs equently
- returned to Miss W;LLSR marged, o 1su1 viclent 1unds

Gn 5/16/65, %lss MILLER was shown pﬂﬁtﬂgraphs af
JAMEE EARL RAY, by 54 RICHARD D, BATISTE, JR,. and she ' .
Incdicatad that she « ould not ycsiti ely state -that the unsub
- ia 1aent1ca1 with RAY, She furﬁiahe . the chesk re»eived from,

‘3 - Director (Enz, 1 )((
l - Baltimore (info) (Eac, 2)
- Memphis (info) (Enc. 1)
- WFO  {info) (Bne, 1
3 Richmond _ . -
{1 - %h~55?) A': Tﬁ, s
BDB:Jon o T
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| . latent fingerprint and handwritiy

-  forwarded to thome oifdices having

| ~_3§ix &f-m X

' L%GP&E&AK tﬁ uﬁ B&”ISTL for l&ieﬂ
harﬁwrixing examiﬁatianxhy the B
. Ipasmuch aa»miss NIL

-h&r iﬁenfifi&atian of C‘%PEMAS
ITSP violation, the laboystory %

‘known prénta and bangﬁzitiag of
“the Qnulased Ch@ué thro u%n thﬁ ‘Na
112&. s )

th& abawﬁ tw
all diilubﬁ revelving i
'eturnea to the Rweﬁmar

, ”-ﬁeﬁﬁitﬁ
furnd aheé
e ches

Pendina ugtc*mlnation ©
‘bg the Baltiwore Diviglon: no fury
eet forth at this time,  Informat

-'irtareat iﬁ hia matfer.

B
|
|
!

i iingerpzﬂnt and

I xabnratary. ;j,l SR
‘ﬁaa not paﬁitive .

8 RAY, and the apparenﬁ
requested to make & '

g Tor comparlsod with the .
JAMES EARL RAY and search

tiana’ Fr&uﬁuiant ﬁheck

an n&t;@n »ﬁ%uld be o
his comaunicaticn and L
leiai@n@J i‘

£ an 175 1qlatian,
thex 1£&aa are belng -
ion chples dre haing
an imvesﬁ gative o
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MAY 23, 1958

ATRTEL REGISTERED AIR I

AN

5/10/68.

On 5/10/68, SA E., BRUCE
Hampshire and Adelphi Roads,

an

CALLAGHER
Hyattsvi tle,
attemnt to observe individual poy
JAMES EARL RAY, raeferred to in re

drove by HNHe %
M=rjland i{

¢‘ ﬁ&J

.

On 5/14/68, HMrs, HARQLR QBIPK"SHJ Rgmylep L%ne,
Adelphi, Maryland, cbserved vadrious photographs of JAMES
EARL RAY exhibited by SA ROY/ G, WETZEL. Mrs. SHIRK cduld
not definitely identify a photograph of RAY. |

Mrs. SHIRK advised that she was driving a CDP
alons New Hampshire Avenus, when she dbhserved an 1nd1W1duPl
walking toward her near Aqelanl Road, tthom she though ;QoKed
familiar. |

After getting home , Mrs, SHIRK|observed a photégraph_
in the newspaper of JAMES EARL RAY and|felt that the
phOLO”“pﬁh PQQGmbl 2d the individual shg noticed walking
on New Hampshire Avenue. . \

in

-~

Mrs., SHIRK advised that i
since and was not

individual had to

she has
positive how strong al
‘RAY since she passed

|
ol e .
not seen this individual
resemblance thel

ki

im rather qu*c Ly

Baltimora

ARMED AHD DANGEROUS.

1

|

conducting no further|ihvestigation. |
|

|

1

e/ - 72,

) -~ Memphis (REGISTERED AIR MAIL)

(1~ WFO (44-703) (REGISTERED MAIL)
‘ altimore
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I WAS ‘.’
427 |
URGENT 5/24/6¢2
TO DIRECTOR 44-38861\ CLEVELAND 44-565 AND| WASHINGTON FIELD \PLAINTEXT\
WASHINGTON FIELD VIA WASHINGTOUY

FROM MIAMI 44-1¢54 2 P
MURKIMNN CIVIL RIGH

THREATS AGAIHN EN, ROBERT F, KENNEDY\ HIAMIN FLA. FCLLOWING
ASSASSINATION OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KINGN Ji, BY ROLAND CHESLEY

TALROTTN JR,\ INFORMATION CONCERNING

RE CLEVELAND TELETYPES \TWO\ TWO BUREAUN ¥MAY TWENTYTHREEN
SIXTYEIGHT,
INDIVIDUDAL NAMED ROLAND REFERRED TO IN REFERENCED TELETYPES
IDENTIFIED AS ROLAND CHESLEY TALBOTTN JR.\ [FORKER KLANSMANN
KLAVERN SIXN UKAN FT. LAU DALEN FLA,N AND RICHMOMDN VA.\ AREA.
FIVE SEVEN DASH ONE NINE NINE THREEN BUREAU FILE
ASH SEVEN TWO EIGHT 81X,
INTERVIEWEDN MIAMIN THIS DATE AND ADVISED HE HAS
BEEN "SHOLTING HIS MOUTH OFFT SYMPATHIZIHG WITH INDIVIDUALS
VQF“PO“"I BLE FOR KING,S DEATH EVER SINCE APRIL FCUR. STATES HE

ZND PAGE ONE :
v =705 - ~524
/a’?ri /;3,0/

ee) fa-wiw

2%&5 o }tJ §,>
£
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M 44-1€54
PAGE TWO
15 OF OPINION ADAM CLAYTON POWELLN H. RAP RROWY AND STOXELY

CARMICHAEL SHOULD ALSC BE SHOT, STATES THAT HE BELIEVES BOBRY

KENNEDY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL THE RACIAL UNREST IN THIS COUNMTRY AND
THAT HE SHOULD ALSO BE STOPPEDN BUT NOT THROUDGH VIQLENT MEANS. STATES
HE I8 A FORMER XKLANSMAN AND BELIEVES IN THE SUPREMACY OF WHITE

RACE, CSTATES EVEM THOUGH HE MAKES THESE STATEMENTSN HE HAS NO

INTENTION OF PERPETRATING ANY SUCH ACTION ABD IS NOT ACQUAINTED WITH

ANYONE WHO WOULD DC S0,

RECORDSN\ MC GAREY CHRYSLERN PLYMOUTH\| INC .\ MIAMIN FLAJN
INDICATE TALBOTT AT WORK ON PERTINENT DATEL

VYASHINGTON FIELD CFFICE NGTIFY OFFICE
U8, SECRET SERVICEN AND OTHER APPROFPRIATE
D.C. OF ABOVE THRFAT.

APPROPRIATE AGENCIES ADVISED,

LHM FOLLOWS,

AIRMAIL COPIES T0 WMEMPHIS AND RICHMO

ARMED AND DANGERGOUS,

CLEVELAND ADVISED SEPARATELY.

|
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- ' i
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE |

FEDERAL BUREAU OF NVESTIGATION

' ' Miami, Florida
In Reply, Ploase Refer to . May 24, 1968
NQ'NO.

Re: THREATS AGAINST SEN. ROBERT F
KENNEDY, MIAMI, FLORIDA, FOLI.lOWING
ASSASSINATION -OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR, BY ROLAND CHESLEY TALBOTT, JB.
INFORMATION CONCERNING

On May 23, 1968, a confiidential source advised
the Cleveland Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
that his wife had recently returned from Miami, F}orida,
where she had worked in a bar. During her stay in Miami
she met a man named Roland (last name unknown), who .
stated he was a Ku Klux Klan Grand Dragon and who|drove a
white Mustang. Roland stated to her after King's | death
that he had knowledge of it, and that Adam Clayton Powell,
Stokely Carmichael, and H. Rap Brown were also sc eduled
for assassination and that "we will take care. of obby :
Kennedy so he will never become president,"

Roland reportedly carries weapons in hisvcar‘and
is accompanieéd by a large, vicious) Doberman pinscher dog..

Roland was identified by| the Miami Office ‘of
the FBI as Roland Chesley Talbott,| Jr. Talbott operates
a white Mustang and breeds Doberman pinscher dogs. | He is
a former member of Klavern #6, United Klans of Ame%:ca, ,
Inc,, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida,
and last attended a meeting of Klavern #6 on September 11,
1967.

Name

Race

Sex . Male

Do orbirtn o 1|/

Place of birth Richmbnd, Virginia__ ;%7 3425

Height SEARCH;D...,. suryed NDEXED, ‘
Weight SERIAL 7 ﬂmpfﬁ ;T
g lMAY 2 I'e JL"J\,@

Bl— {“/!"n Fr Qs
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THREATS AGAINST SEN. ROBERT ﬁ
MIAMI, FLORIDA, FOLLOWING ASS
OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JK
ROLAND CHESLEY TALBOTT, JR.

/

Hair

Eyes
Occupation
Home address

Brov
Blue
Auto
52

Wife

Talbott was interviewed. on May 24, 1968,

his place of employment, McGahey C

1930 N, E. 2nd Avenue, Miami, Floxri

ASSINATION

5 N,
Miami, Florida

. KENNEDY,

BY

]

mechanic
E. 129th Stre

at
rysler-Plymouth|,
. He stated he

has been ''shooting his mouth off" sympathizing with

individuals responsible for or co

nected with the #hooting

of Martin Luther King, Jr. ever since April 4, 1968.

: Talbott further stated t}
that Adam Clayton Powell, H. Rap B
should also be assassinated and th
be stopped by non-violent means so
president.. Talbott believes Kenne
the current racial unrest in this

Talbott advised that he
of the white race and stated that
Talbott stated even though he make
statements, he has no intention of

at he is of the| opinion’
-own, and Stokely Carmichael

at Bobby Kennedy should

he can never become
y is responsible for all
ountry.

believes in the supremacy
he is a former Klansman.

many controversial

perpetrating any such

act such as shooting a Negro or pollitical leader and

is not acquainted with anyone who

Talbott advised that on
firearms in his automobile but not
shooting anyone.

The enployment records of
Plymouth were reviewed with refere:
and these records indicate that Ta
at McGahey, Miami, Florida, on Apr

: The above informationwas
by telephone to the 1l1l1lth M. I. Gr

U. S. Secret Service, Miami, Floric

-2 -

would do so.

pccasion he carries
-for the purpose|of

McGahey Chrysler-
nce to Roland Talbott
lbott was at wor

il 4, 1968,

immediately furnished

pup, Miami, Fl@r}da, '
ja, United States Attorney,
|

|
! ;
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THREATS AGAINST SEN. ROBERT 1
MIAMI, FLORIDA, FOLLOWING AS§

OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., BY

ROLAND CHESLEY TALBOTT, JR.

. Miami, Florida, and the Intelligemce Units of the

Police Department and the Dade Cou
Safety.

Copies of this memorandu
locally to the 111th M. I, Group,
Florida, the U. S. Secret Service,
United States Attorney, Miami, Flg

This document contains x
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is
FBI and is loaned to your agency;
are not to be distributed outside

", KENNEDY,
5ASSINATION

inty Department ¢

im are being furn
Miami and Orland
Miami, and the
rida.

reither recommend
2 the property of
it and its conte
your agency.

Miami
yf Public

1ished
o,

[ations
the
nts
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APPEND I

UNITED KLANS OF A

KNIGHTS OF THE KU

RICA, INC,
KLUX KLAN

Records of Superiocr Court of Fultom County, Georgila,

reflect that this Xlan organizat
charter omn February 21, 1981, at
name United Klans, Knights of th

A source advised om Fe
was formed as a result of a spli
Ku Klux Klan, Inc. According to
from a leadership dispute and Un
objectives as the parent group.
Americanism, white supremacy, an

The first source and a
July, 1961, that United Klans, K
of America, Inc., merged with Al
Ku Klux Klan. The merged organi
in Suite 401, Alstomn Buildimg, T
organization is directed by ROBE
and is the domimant Klanm group i
several southern states.)

Second source advised

ion was granted
Atlanta, Georgl
2 Ku Klux Klam ©

bruary 27, 1961,
t im U. S. Klans
the source, the
ited Klans has t

d segregation of

second source a
nights of the Ku

abama Knights, K
zation @st@blishgd headquarters
uscaloosa, Alabama. (The

RT SHELTON, Impe
n the Seuth, wit

Alagbama, on October 22, 1961, the U. 8. Klamns, K

Kilux Klam, merged with the Umite
Knights of the Ku Kiux Klan.

Third source advised o
is currently an active organizat
states. This source said that R
Imperial Wizard of this organiza
position on September 5, 1964, a
Birmingham, Alabama. Source sta
the Natiomal office was moved fr

d Klans of Ameri

n May 25, 1966,

ion, with Klaver
OBERT M, SHELTON
tion and was ele

corporate
under the
Inc.

2

f America,

that United Klamns
, Knights of the
gplit resulted
he same alms and

These are the promotion of

the races.
dvised omn
Klux Klan
nights of the

rial Wizard,
h units in

that at a meetimg im Prattville,

nights of the Ku
ca, Inc.,

that the UKA
nsg in several
is the

cted to this

ted that during

Tuscaloosa, Alabama, to the carpert of SHELTON's

#18 Lake Sherwood, Star Route, N
he had converted inte a room.

orthport, Alabam

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.

0. 14176
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UNITED STATES DEPARTM]
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

KENNEDY, MIAMI, FLORIDA, FOLLOWING
ASSASSINATION OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER

Character

Reference Memorandum dated and  captioned
as above at Miami, Florida.

A1l sources (except any lisfed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced commnication have furnished [reliable

information in the past.

|
|
I
|
|
i

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the PBII' It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside

|
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KD-$6 (Rev. 5-22-64) ... . ' ‘

FBI

Date: 5/24/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext|or code)

AIRTEL

iprity)

~ DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM:  SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

(00: Memphis)

THREATS AGAINST SEN. ROBERT F., KENNEDY
MIAMI, FLORIDA, FOLLOWING ASSASSINATION
OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING,| JR, BY'
ROLAND CHESLEY TALBOTT, J R.

INFORMATION CONCERNING

Re Cleveland teletypes (2)|to Miami dated 5/23/68,
and Miami teletype to Bureau dated 5/24/68.

Enclosed for the Bureau are 1l copies.of an LHM
suitable for dissemination., Four opies of this LHM are
being furnished to Washington Field and Atlanta. Two
copies of this LHM are being furnished to Cleveland,
Memphis and Richmond.

Miami will furnish Memphis | investigative i?serts_
concerning captioned matter under separate cover.
Bureau (Enc. 11) (RM) 4}

Washington Field (Enc. “4) (RM)
Atlanta (44-2386) (Enc. 4) (RM)

Cleveland (Enc. 2) (RM)
Memphis (44-1987) (Enc, 2) (RM)
Richmond (Enc. 2) (RM)
Miami (1 - 44-1854) (1 - 157-1993)

f;// <
A\ T ;-,4,2

SL/‘RC n—v" “\D )

&:RJAH/le FILED. j&/{/ﬁ

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




MM 44-1854

Source referred to in LHM is CV 346-C, whose
identity is kpown to the Bureau. |

, SINCE TALBOTT OFTEN CARRIES FIREARMS IN EIS
AUTOMOBILE, HE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED D AND DA _ER‘US,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'FEDERAL BUREAU-OF INVESTIGATION, -

;rfmay ll 19 , » i
“’Mex1co.\ The: - envelope was addressed to the FBI
,_leasnlnaton D, C. - and 1as from- the
<Ff Mex1co Plty, Mex1co.

L Thls envelope Was glven»to GLORGL BONEB“%IT . ._,:1;,
l<,deent1l1caL10n Division ‘of the FBI by SA ROGER D. &SHLAND'*
;<.£on May ll 1968 at-ll 25PM e R T

Dulles InLernatlonal Alrnort

’ Virg e R W}.‘-O 4-4 7
5/1]./68 : 11? 11‘11a Flle# — i

| b'vi _sA RO(;;JR D ABHLAND rda 5/15|/68

r Thls documenl contains neilher recommenduhons nor conclus:ons of 1he FBl n is he property of Ihs FBI und Is ILoned to your ogency
- 'Yund its conten!s are-not to be dlslrxbuted outside - your ogency . ;

e

' Date dlctcted

.o
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OFTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 _

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, WFO (44-703) . | 5/29/68

SA ROGER D. ASHLAND

SUBJECT: MURKTIN

(Person resembling JAMES EARL RAY driving
car with Fla, license 1wl94103 on New York Ave,

on 5/16/68) J
On 5/20/68 SAS ROGER D. ASHLAND and JOSEPH
CHIARAMONTE contacted the” folllowing:

Mrs, Bé%LR NUTTALL, Resident Manager,
1801_ _Belmont / tgeef North West Washlngtoﬂ D. C.
said ALBERTO AADIA resides in Apartment ¥ 301 ‘at that
address, ?Ké was shown-a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY
and she said photo does not] resemble ALBERTO VADIA very
much. She described VADIA/as 21 years oId/ 5' 4-5" tall,
stocky, He formerly resided at 13811 CongFess Drive,
Rockville, Md, His application for a lease to Legum &
‘Gerber Realty Co., 3315 Conn, Ave., N, W.,  WDC on 4/5/68 listed
employment with Nelson Carbefiell, telephone 949-7125, She
added he has a lot of men/¥isitors, Also/he is from Florida,

7

(V- wro (44-743)
RDA:rda

A%

LY > 7@3/0/ %
e
MAY 2 91968

FB} ~ WASH, ¢, ..

>t o] [P EA

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the P/dyroll Savings Plan

5010-108
|
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WFO 44-703 - 0 .
| ALBERTOV/ADIA, Jr., Apt. # 301,
1831 .Belmont Sts, N, W,, WDC salid he has a. =
Pontiac GTO bearing Florida ligense 1W194103.
No.one else has keys to this-cgr and he does
not loan the car to other persans, He said
- he was driving the car on New York Avenue on May 16,
11968, - | | R {U
: S
‘He was shown Dhotogrdphs of JAMES - HARL RAY and
_ he Sald he does not know any person who mlght be RAY,
" VADIA attends Catholic University, . Washington. ﬁa11 Junior

College. He was unable to furnish any information
Cpncerning JAMES<EARL RAY, - R E

J  ALBERTO VADIA Jr. st.obseﬁvedvtb be of
.‘the folloW1ng descrlptlon o I ,‘ ”-“

Whlte, male, 5! 7" 20 years old 190 pounds,.
Browm eyes,’ Medlum,complex1one

He was deﬁerminedﬁnot(td BeiJAMES EAFL RAY.'

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



;3never in’ prlson 1n Mlssourl;:i7;'“”
‘has'been . in. ‘ast M

© L thlstrlAthf CoLg; .
Workhouse, lortﬁfi*”

' Reformatlff‘

""7ot out of prlsonh'f
from the Dlerl
"3;unemploye0;,

W }He added he- wou:d glae £ sPmation’ :
. fconcernlng "JAMES. EAPL RAY: - to thej_'p;j_ 8 ht;hewi,,_:
“,éobtalns 1nformat10n vbout RAY, - i| T4l DR

SA IQOGLR“D ASHLANDWRDA' ] e dierared 1

Th:s document coniums nenher recommenduhons nor conclusnons of Ihe FBI I' |s the property of Ihe FE
it und ns conlents ure not to be dlsmbuled oulsnde your ugency ' : .
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dogcyment- contain ecqm‘mend'qho\n»s“ noriconciy
t 6ridvils,confenls:are notte be distributed outside your agenc
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PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE | DEFERRED

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38
FROM: SAC, WFO (4&~793

MURKIN,

REATLANTA TELETYPE MAY TWI

MR. MERVIN KAUTEN, SECTIO
DIVISION, UNITED STATES POST O

ADVISED THIS DATE THAT LOCAL S

CURRENTLY ﬂNDE.R INVESTIGATION BY POST .OFFICE CA

THREE SIX FOUR DASH FOUR FOUR !SIX ZERO SIX DASH

POINDEXTER 'OR DONALD SCHOOF OF

| L0S ANGELES CAN MAKE THIS INFORMATION AVAILABLE

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION,
WFO OBTAINING LIST OF ALL

IN UNITED STATES UNDER INVESTI

SET OUT LEADS WHEN INFORMATION

Bureau

Teletype Unit

Atlanta (44-2386) (AM)
Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
WFO

HR:pgp

(9) |

| I SR R ]

5/28/68

861) AND LOS ANGELES (44-1574)

INTY. THREE LAST.

CHIEF, FRAUD AND MATLABILITY

FICE, WASHINGION, D. C.

WINGER CLUB IN LOS ANGELES
3E NUMBER

I

E. L. O,

 UNITED STATES POST OFFICE,

TO FEDERAL

' OBSCENFE PEN DASH PAL CLUBS

GATION BY POST QFFICE AND WILL

BRCOMES AV&ILA:j_

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



WFO 44-703 -

PAGE TWO
LOS ANGELES CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION TO
LOCATE RAY. o

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. . -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-9 (Rev. 5-32-64)

®

Transmit the following in

Via

-

. Daté: 5/27/68

Airtel

in plaintext or code)

To: SAC's WFO (44-703) - Enc.

Memphis (44-1987)
Argm: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN

* (Priority)

i

Re WFO airtel 5/23/68,| submitting two U. S. Postal

Money Orders, Q352 and Q353.

No latent impressions of value;'developed,on the two money

~orders, which are enclosed to WFO.

Laboratory reporting separate.

1 - Newark (44-854)
1 - Los Angeles (44-1574) .
1 - Atlanta (44-2386)

Sent Via

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDER&L BUREAU OF B%VEST&@&TE@N y
WASHIRGTON, B. €. 2 i'

FBI, Memphls (44-1987) Date: May 27, 1968

] FBI File No. 44 38861
MURKIN - Lab. No. D-680520034 JK
CR o P

Specimens ‘received 5/23/68

Result of examination:

On the basis of the a~a1;ab;e wrltlnvs attributed to
the subject, James Earl Ray, it|/was concluded that the questioned
hand printing and handwriting awpearlng on Q352’and Q353 were
prepared by this individual, ' ,

I
Spec1mens Q352 and Q353 will be retuqned separately,
Photographs are retained, .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




g ——

;.,aiaorctory T;'az;sm.l?la‘].( I':‘o‘:m
7-72 .
s "’;Z
. L LABO oRY Lo h
- FEDERAL BURERY 6F INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTOR, B.|/C. 20535 .
. |
May 27, 1968

FBI, Memphis (44-1987)
o |

Date: |

To:

N
A
%ﬁwd—xL -~ éﬁ%ﬁr@rV“?*&

.. MURKIN ‘ ] b
e: CR ] ' e |
John Edgar Hoover, Director

- 00: Memphis ,
, |
' rairnens. 44-38861
D-680523034 JK -

Lab. No. !‘

Washington Field Office j
I

Examination requested by
- Airtel 5/23/68 | ‘ o
. o o |
- Document - Fingerprint i
|
|

Examination requested:
]

Reference:
T

[

I

Remc;rks:

You will be advised separately regardlng the results
of the fingerprint examinatign and dlspos1t1?n of Q352 and Q353,

DO NOT INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE

PAGE(S) INFORMATION IN
~ INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab
(1*- Washington Field :Eflce (44 703) Enclosure
\w) (Lab report) /

1 - Los Angeles (44- 1574) Enclosure (Lab eport) s
L,
' Yow o e qOé.l%/
NDEXED..... oy -

= J} SEARCHED
]
" Q_ERIALIZ /ﬁ//;uro

| MaY .2‘&1%0
: raem WAGH, {

—-—————-,-——.— 3

lNlSTRATlVE PAGE -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




- MAY 1862 EDITION

SUBJECT:

5010-108

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, WFO (44-703)

SA ROGER D. ASHLAND, C-3

MURKING

CHARLES WILLOGHBY, Record Examiner, D
Columbia Jail advised on 5/29/6
WARDELL HICKS, District of Columbia Deparmment
Correction 99311 contains the fiollowing informal

concerning HICKS:

Mother:

Father:

Wife:

Girl friend: PATRICIA A, HARRIS
Fort’ Dupont Streeé, S. E., WDC

Residence: -

Contacted in jail byl

ELOISE,HEZ;,

8 file concernin

e

7230 /Booker Driye,

Seat Pleass

WILLIAM H.

nt, Maryland

CKS

s111.D_st.,

|
|
|
f

5/29/68

istrict of

o
o]

of
tion

Se L., WDC

ROBERI@/%G;

1502

[KS (Telephone %34-4876)

1911

(z)- WFO (44-703) MURKIN

1 - WFO (137-NEW)
RDA:rda .
(2)

o

(WARDELL HI?EEZQ

N

8th Street, N, W.

WDC

Internal Revenue Office Agent,
ROBERT R. BRIGHT

4¢>703«5ﬁ5

Plat

I )
MAY 2 9 1968

FBI = WABH, F. ..

ANTNED A

J
|
|

|
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regulanly on the Payroll Savings
\
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JVFO 44-703

i

Fugltlve 1nd1ces negatlve Te WARDELT HICKS on 5/29/68

- - Id tlflcatlon D1v131on adv1sed on 5/29/68 address
' for WARDELL/HICKS,:FBI 448038B in 1967 was 1911 8th Street,

North ' West/ Washlngton, D.. C..
listed as - 1311l Rhodd Island. AV
He has Metropolitan Pollce Depaj
.‘Depertment of Correctlons numbe]

“The follow1ng persons

“ May 21, 1968 by SAS ROGER D. AS
* 0 . Miss DALY *QLDITH 1

[n 1960 his addréss was :
snue, North West] WDC,
rtment- # 137889 and Dlstrlct of Col
r 99311 I

were contaeted on _" :
lLAND and JOSEPH CHIARAMANT&.

002 6th Street INorth Wes&ujﬁﬁ

She said she does not know WARD
at 1602 6th Street N She

6th St., N, W. " ;
" JACK/S0LOMON, Owmer,

1610 6th St., N

ELL HICKS and he

does not live

added he might live at 1610

W saldf'

he does not kﬁow WARDELL HICKS
. address., He added a woman . with-
-at 1616 6th St., N W. Who may|

: - An unldentlfled woman
said she’ does not know WARDELL
at that address worke and 1s ng

CARROLT'JOﬁNSON Owne

HICKS,

and he does not llve at that.

the. Last name MASON resides
be related to HICKS aka MASON

at 1616 6th s&.,"N. .
Also Mrd, A. MASON
t home durlng hours 6:30AM - 5:30PM,

|
r.of Jge.Caplggjs quuor Store,

: LSlB 7th. St,, N, M., WDC since
aka ”Bubble EVeU/NASON is: e
CLIFFORD MAK

WILLIAMS

D

November, 1967 |said WARDELL HICKS
mp Loyed by him and does not know him,
| —OE

, 1911 .8th St.) N, W,, WDC

D

said WARDELL HICKS usdd to live
[Se

not seen him for about two yea:
time in the Workhouse in Lorton:
wife ROBERTA just before Christ
: where ROBERTA is llVlng nowa

¥

at- that address but she has
. She heard heé was serving
,Va, ‘She added she last saw his
mas 1967 but does not know

’ . . |

|
|
[
I

I
1
!
|
.
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A
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;i:ﬁ;x’

mﬂ;"ii"m %

LN %’h‘

.‘%"th Itzl 1-")-’

S % E !
5 e ERaa AR S & ’L.
Thls documen' contclns nenher racommenduho’.%‘s nor.co
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R rRIzNDS OF RHGD:alﬁ

 ;&$¥; J.fW zMercnanp o }:.;:'ij f‘;_ﬁ " Mr. [Samuel AL SWafné-~*”
RO Box e . '5‘"?3556‘ 83651 .

- 1021 17th Street: - . : T - _
- Lake Charles, Louisiana - { R
g N - Mr. Donald ooke‘

350 -
Furst, North Carolma 28374 -

7.0, Box 1049

. Ker*v:alle Tmcaa

Mr. _Gan?ey G, AlcBride
33 Friendship Lane _ ,
Lolorado Springs, Colorado 30904

_ L Brinsmade
S / ' R : 1510 [Férmann Professional Bulldlng
~_Mr. Niels/Schultz ; : on, Te Texas 770277
147 BonAir Shopping Center } ‘ o
- Greenbrae, California 94904 - : . ' - ‘!
:_ : o Helen 8cheubert

North Ridgeland . Avenue

_Mrs. Marguerite C, Cga/lle | - Oak Fark, IIlingis 60302
Box 282 : ' ' ' ’

“8tar Route N :
, Kﬁza, California 92306 - . Mrs,
T N 5017 |
galtlmore' Maryland /212l0

Mr. Frederick B. Forbes
2066 S, Stage Cdach Lane _
. Fallbroo?, C_'f'lrorma - Mrs. William L¢ Ewart

‘ 4 o 512.0hio STregt

_ /G/ : - S Lorpus Christi, Texas
Miss Esther Goodale ' o '

. 129 VWest Sfreet . , /
-Reading, Massachusetts 01867. : Mrs, Jean A/ Bandy

- : o o _Wickenburg, Arizona
Mr. Francis Goodale - N ’ : _—
” Munro

l

!

|

\

|

|

|

|

|

|

. "Box .Box 39, RO/4 =~ - ' . Mrs. W, ;

y

v. - . . o ©.s- Box 1&49 .t
/ R P ‘1\:1c’~:enbur0 Arlzona 85358
Mr, Hefb Schurter R ' .

f

5

. Stroucsourrr j‘/Permsvlvama 18360 o ’*Q”GGLI,Ziy‘. Club Park
5225 Revnier Avenus.

' Los Ancreles Callforma 90056 : ., Mrs. Ilandon Thomas.

2226 Bickepls Road = .
Aneia N buOTgl& 30904

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



"Rocky Spfing Farm
. Box 55, R.D. 1
”GI“”“‘MJ.‘IIS, Pennsylvania.

Miss Herberta 4:1\;@@

239 Fluvia Avenue,
Coral Gables, Florida @ 33134

Chapman Rahch
L0, Box 3008
- Fullerton, Callfomla 92634

Mr. J /éerpouse

:BlacK Canyon State Box 114
JPhoénix, Arizona g5020

\ .
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Tl a2

‘@ May.15, 1968

?ffFRiENﬁéfoﬁﬁRHODESI‘~LISf}{ :i;

~:«5Mr. J W. Merchant et T
“J. W, Merchant's

-P.0. Box 1384 .

. 1021 17th Street s ,
- Lake Charles, Loulslana 70601

Mr, Robert Miller ° -
P.0. Box 1049
. Kerrville, Texas -

Mr, Garve) G. McBrlde
33 Friendship Lane
"~ Colorado Sprlngs Colorado 80904

. Mr, Niels Schultz-
. 147 Bon Air Shopping Center
Greenbrae, California 94904

Mrs. ﬂarguerlte C. Carglle
~ Box 282 , =
Star Route.

Anza, Callfornla 92306

Mr, Fredérick B. Forbes
2066 S. Stage Coach Lane
Fallbrook, California

Miss Esther Coodale
129 West Street .
Reading, Massachusetts 01867

Hr Francis Goodale
Box 39, RD #4

Strqudsburg, Pennsylvania 18360'

Mr, Hbrb Schurter
5225 Reynier Avenue - .
. Los Anceles Callfornla 90056

'1_‘Mr{¥n¥na1d Cooke"‘V”. i
Box 350 ‘

_Mr. A, H. Vogel - ;

. Salt lake City, Utah 84110 ]

. Mr. Samuel A, Swayne

-P.OJ Box 368 -

* Nampa, Tdaho '83651

v
)
I

Plne Hurst North Carollna 28374

. \;
.
P,0, Box 2339

\

Dr. Als Brlnsmade \
1510 Hermann Professional' Bulldlno
Housto » Texas 77027 \
R
- - |
Mrs, Helen Scheubert \
1210 North Ridgeland Avenue
Oak Park, Illinois = 60302 '

i S }
Mrs. Ruth M, Dawson S
5012 Boxhill Lane ‘
Baltimore, Maryland 21210

S \
Mrs, William L, Ewart }
512 Ohio |Street ok
Corpus Christi, Texas i

‘Mrs., Jean|{A, Bandy

Wickenburg, Arizona -

Mrs. W, A.|Munro
9 Country Club Park

- Box 1449 .
Wickenburg Arlzona 85358

.Mrs. Landon Thbmas;'f

2226 Pickens Road -

. Augusta, Getrgia 30904 %

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



" FRIENDS OF RHODESTA (Continued)

Mr. Vernon.Kelsay . .

Rocky Spring Farm =~

CBox 59, RD. 1
Glen Mllls, Pennsylvanla

Miss HerBerta'Anﬁ'Leonardy',:'5

239 Fluvia Avenue = :
' Coral-Gab;es; Flprida. 33134

, Mr. Harry Thompson
" 'West Department . -Stores
JaSper, Téxas

Mr, Irvin C.:Chapman

- Chapman Ranch .

P,0, Box 3008 ,
: Fullerton, Callfornla 92634

Mr, J. ¥aterhouse ,
-Black Canyon State Box 114
Phoenix, Arizona 85020

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FROM

SUBJECT:

5010-108

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1952 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, WFO (44-703)

SA ROGER D. ASHLAND

MURKIN

5/29/68

(Persons who contadted Travel Consultants,

1612 K St., N, W.,

WDC between 1/1768 and

5/15/68 for information about travel|to
Rhodesia or arranged| to go on a tour|group
to Rhodesia., Listed| on list entitle

"Fyriends of Rhodesial',)

On May 16, 1968, the
list were checked at the State

T
|

' l
names of men on this
Department Passport Office

to determine if one of them could be JAMES EARL|RAY,
This check was made by SAS ROBERT W. DAWSON and!

ROGER D. ASHLAND with negative

WFO 44-703

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

results, |

petz 0% 57

vy NDEXED e

senze5 0 e, I
MAY 2 911968
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’
i
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on the Payroll Savings Plan




5/29/68

AIRTEL

TO:  DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703) (P).‘[

MURKIN

ReBurad, 5/21/68,| concerning revie+ of
drivers' 'license.

Department of Motér. Vehicles (DMV)
Washington, D.C. (WDC), issues learner's permits to
applicants for driver's license who do not hold a
valid permit from another jurisdiction. A Polaroid
photo is made and retained with application at DMV
and can be reviewed by WFO. [Review must be cénducted
during evening and weekend hdurs when DMV personnel
are available and is being hﬂndled‘as WFO peréonnel

are available in accordance with fulfilling other

Bureau responsibilities. Approximately 250 ldarner's
permits are issued each day and files are main alned

for six months or longer; therefore, the review will
cover approximately 30,000 applications in thﬁ% category.

) DMV, WDC, does not| record on driverLs_license
or application the race of thf applicant; howeyer, a

3-Bureau f
1-Memphis (44-1987)

CE)WFO | ) o , IR (B Mm“i ’
p " RWD:da ‘ ‘ seriviet S

n - (y
C (5) E&'{J/ Lt V - i | l;;le:ea —
AIRTEL s | od

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



WFO 44-703

‘colon;phéto is‘made'é part of
Negatives are ‘available from ti

. Department for all permits iss
of search of learner's permits
negatives, have the Laboratory
positives on 35mm black and wh
‘review them on microfilm viewe
to 1,000 permits are issued ea
mate1y130,000 have been issued
mately 50 one hundred foot rol
white film'will be ‘required fo
film costs $2.90 per hundred f
for developing chemicals. . Labg
approximately 50 hours at $2.8
about $310,50.

- It is recommended- t
above as the cost of Agent tim
equipment to resolve the ident

personnel estimate that only 1

since race is not listed on ap

ities of permit ho
would eéexceed the above many times.

the license 1ssued
e Metropolitan P blice

d. At the conc usion
WFO will obtalnlthese
reproduce them as

te movie film, and

S. Approximately 600
h workday and apﬁroxi—
since 4/1/68. Approxi-
s of 35mm black and
above project. |This
ot roll, plus 46| cents
r will amount to

per hour. Total cost

the
au
lders
It is noted| DMV

Bureau approve
and use of Bure

) to 15 per cent of permits
issued are to white males 30 tp 55 years of agel

and

plication, it would be

necessary to conduct investigation to eliminate| a great

number of non-whites if above

costs are not approved.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



"REPORT
@f%he e
}‘l‘\ 0% }I e
. _uﬁﬁ_\ LABORA. ORY ..__JL__._
' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- WASHINGTCH, D.|C. 28535 .
FBI, Rlchmond (87 NEW) '~ pate:’ May 29, 1968

_ . - S FBI File No. ‘ :
UNSUB aka - Lab. No. D-6805623082 JK
DAVID COCPERMAN, ' . : .

LALAH COODERMAN

ITSP '

Specimen received 5/23/68

SPECIMEN CHECK # AMOUNT DATE PAYABLE TO _ SIGNED .,

QL 147 $175 00 4/15/68 Valebie David Suburban Trust .
: Dawn| Cooperman Company,
Miller : Hyattsv11]e,
' Md

]

" Result of examination:

Spec1men Ql was searched |through- the appropriate
sectlons of the National Fraudulent Chec& File but could not
be* Lden_liled with any prior submissions to this

: Where fingerprint cards were located forllnd1v1duals
qusing the name '"David Coooerman” the signatures uHFrcon were
compared with QL .but no 1dent1f1catvon could be effected., No
flnﬁerprlnt cards wexe located for ~individuals usﬁng the name
"Lalah Cooperman.' o . -

s It was concluded that the|duestioned wrltlnos on QL
were not prepared by subgect JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #dGSQAZG.

, Ql w111 be reuurned separ uely° Pno»ograpns are .
retained, :

\
'1
|

2l
‘7‘4-1705 J*@ |
EERT ii@?ﬂ;ﬁ/ﬁ}/‘ﬁiﬁ”ﬁﬁ/ |

R e (
2RI
el [ S

NEN NS FB!#—WASH F. 0. f‘gn S
PATEo | el

.\.‘

I
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i 7-72

Laboratory Ttansmittal Form

¥

__z-\L..._ LABORA

 FEDERAL BUREAY OF
- WASHINGTOR, b.

FBI, Richmond (87-NEW)

\1
o

gg-70> ¢

UNSUB aka
57/
¢703

AV ID coome
LALAH COO DPERMANO ¢/
ITSP
O0: Richmond

Examination requested by:

‘Richmond
Reference: Aix“tel . 5/21/68
Exum.ination requested:

Document -~ Fings

Remarks:

| ““"*’*EQ‘EF‘;”‘*?S\ :

TORY _ &

INVESTIGATION
¢. 20535

May 29, 1968

T

* Date:’

2

‘ John Edgar Hoover, Director

f
l
|

- FBI File No.

Lab.no.  D-680523082 JK ..
|
|
|
|
\
|
|

erprint

&ou w111 be advised separately regaralné the results

of the fingerprint e: amlnailon and

DO NOT INCLUDE ADI\-’HNISIR;\TIVE
T DAGE(S) INFORMATION IN
INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

1 - Richmond (44-057) Enclosur
2 ~ Baltimore. (L-44-493) Enclosg
1 - Memphis (44 1987) Bunclosure

(2 Lab reporu)

U

p (?S— HashiZiyon Field_ Office (1«4

. R . G V‘ . a
. - /1/: i

(Lab report) Ly

sures (2) (2 Lab! report)

(Lab_report)

44~ 703) Enclosures (2)
L l

SEﬁlALZEQACD
Pf IlV :_—:: ’

Wr’\SH L O

I/ﬁo"

e

TIVE »AGE.

" ADMINISTRA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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T CARL T."ROWAN

Trail of King's Killer L

The disappearance of the
slayer of Dr. Martin Luther
King becomes more eerie and
]‘every' passing

revolting with
day.

ternational implications.

suing with hope.

liberately did not reveal that a

Ray ‘had met with some char-

intelligence agents to suspect
involvement of a foreign pow-
-er. But investigators did not

to the intensity of the search
south of the border.
Buf it has revealed nothing.
“We've covered. Mexieo,
Canada, and the United States
ike a blankef,” one high-level
"Bource tells me, “If Ray were
alive in any of these places, I

The FBI has not come- up
with a single meaningful trace
of James Earl Ray, the num-
ber one suspect, since I re-

vealed 21 days ago that the
investigation had taken on in-

Even with $100,000 or so of
reward money lying around,

the FBI hasn’t so much as a
hot tip or a rumor worth pur-

In my earlier column, I de-

massive dragnet had been set
up in Mexico. It was there that,

-acters who led FBI and other

want the suspect tipped off as.

can’t conceive of our not locat-
ing him by now.” )

Thus, the men who were
clinging doggedly to the theory
that King’s killer was a ber-
-serk loner have now swung
over to the belief that a hired

killer planned the murder and -

the escape meticulously. But
was it Ray—or were the seem-
ingly clumsy clues left behind
just decoys? And who did the

* hiring? ,
The truth is that the FBI has
not located a single trace of
Ray since he supposedly aban-
doned his white Mustang in

Atlanta on April 5, the day -

after the Nobel Prlze-wmnmg
Negro clergyman was slain in
a Memphis, Tenn., motel. In
fact, the FBI does not really
have solid evidence that it was
Ray who abandoned the car in
Atlanta. )

But the massive investiga-
tion has turned up more infor-
mation about Ray and his
family. The most significant—
and " most galling in some
Washington circles — is that
Ray was peddling dope while
in’ prison - in Missouri State
Penitentary from 1960 to April
1967.

As the magnitude of Ray’s

harcotics peddling has been
révealed, top law enforcement
officers here have stared
‘aghast at the evidence that
guards in most. prisons are so
easily bribed into sending
almost anything into or out of
a prison.

Some investigators have T

concluded that our penal sys-:
tem(l is rotten to the core, and ||
they, have sent screams bo the &
top |of our government that it
is high time someone planned
a complete overhaul.
Al serious question arises
nowias to how long the FBI
can,| or will, continue a. con-
cent ated search for Dr.
King's killer. Already, student
turmioil on scores of campuses
has |dictated the shifting of
considerable manpower to the
watching of thase activities.

There are some worrisome
connections between rioters on
the various campuses. For ex-
ample, one of the leaders of
the Columbia University dem-
onstrations recently showed up
at American University here,
trying to agitate students into
puttidg some ‘“muscle” into
their protest. .

So |this confluen%%._nf,A@_‘

oL
«,,,,-.Ts =

1

gzzdim;‘t& Dead End

mands on the time of the
agents has led even some
FBI personnel to echo earlier
‘ predictions that
“fhey’ll never catch Dr.
ng s killer.”
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0: o DiRECToR, FBI (_\44;3886;31) . o

. FROM: _ SAC, WFO (44-703) (P)
. MURKIN - |
'Ré WFO telephone call'to Buréau;f6/L/687;r

‘' POSSIBLE LOOK-A-LIKE &- JAMES EARL RAY
AT_SHOREHAM HOTEL, 'wm., ON 6/1/68

On 6/1/68, at about. 4145 p.m., Detective CHASE,
Intelligence DlVlSlOﬂ, Metropolitan Police Department, .
Washington, D. C., telephonically advised SA ALLAN M, POWER

- that STEVE ISAACS, City Editor,|"The Washington Post," re-
ported a female reporter covered a meeting that date where
RALPH ABERNATHY for the Poor Pe¢ple's Campaign was supposed

" to speak. For some reason, ABERNATHY was replaced by ANDY
YOUNG. The female reporter mentioned to ISAACS that a ''red
neck"” in the ctowd closely resembled JAMES EARL RAY. This

" reporter noted the ''red neck" left abruptly when it was
learned ABERNATHY would not speak. - ISAACS indicated‘another
reporter covering thlS meetlng 1so thought the “red neck"
resembled RAY. ] o

3 - Burcau : '
. 2.~ Memphis (44 1087)
@7- WFO .

RWD:bjr é?‘/x :
w7
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conference of the Capital. fﬁust‘CIub at the Shoreham Hotel
this date, and that .at about 10530 a.m., she saw a white man,»'
. who was wearing no socks, that she believed to lock like an .
" 0ld" photograph of JAMES EARL RAY and like the artist's sketch -
which appeared in the "Commercial Appeal,' a Memphis, Tennessee,
newspaper. She said that LARRY STILL, who was formerly a
-reporter for "The Evening Star,"‘a Washlngtqn,,D. C., newspaper,
had also seen this individual. R '

: On 6/1/68 CAROL HONSA“ City Editor, "The Washington
Post," whose married name is Mrs, CARL BERNSTEIN, advised that
she was assigned to cover the Capital Press’ Club, Washington,.

- D. C., conference at the Shoreham Hotel concerning the urban -
crisis, She said that she arrived at the Palladium Room of:
that hotel at about 10:45 a.m., at which time a conference con-

- cerning religion and the ghetto was Just ending, She observed -

- a young white man sitting in the|rear of the room studying the
program of the conference, This |individual did not appear to

~ be listening to the proceedings, |and he was not. observed to

talk to anyone, HONSA stated that because of his dress he . .
appeared out of place; and she was suspicious of him., She said
that most persons were dressed in business clothing, but this .
indlvidual _wore & sport shirt, open at the neck, possibly

sweater, -dark trousers, 90551b1y gray, and black shoes with no
socks, She said that she had never seen this ind1v1dué1'attending
any meeting of this type on previous occasions. HONSA stated -

that this individual appeared-to be waiting for the next §Ermon
of the conference, which concerned civil rights organizations

and the ghetto; Rev, RALPH "ABERNATHY, President of the Southern
Christain Leadership Conference, was scheduled to speak. -

HONSA stated that after a coffee break,; about 113200 a.m.,
speakers for the conference were introduced;. and at this time
the above mentloned 1nd1V1dua1 wa! -standing at the rear of the
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room near a steel service door. | He appeared to be confused,
and shortly after the speakers were announced, he left the
room by the stéel service door. | She said that she did not
know. why he was standing, as there were plenty of seats with
only about 70 - 735 people present at the meeting. About 10
" minutes later he re- entered the room but left again almost

:ﬂimmedlately.

. HONSA stated that beca se of thls man's appearance
and actions, she was suspicious of him; and when he left .
immediately after it was learned that Rev. RALPH ABERNATHY
would not be a speaker, she suspected he might be there to cause
some harm to ABERNATHY, She said that she spoke to LAWRENCE
. STILL, President of the Capital T f’ Club, about this individual;
and at the time she talked to. STILL, AL SWEENEY was present.

HONSA stated that she had never seen this indiv1dual
before or since he. left the meeting, and that she could furnish
no information to identify him. Bhe suggested that he might be
known to STILL or. SWEENEY, o ' '

HONSA commented that he' husband considers her eh- .

“alarmist",

HONSA advised thatzu#sh returned to the Washlngton
Post offices around 4:00 p.m., she was thinking about this .
individual and about the possibililty of ABERNATHY being assinated
as KING was; and at this time she |thought about this individual
possibly looking like JAMES EARL RAY. Upon arriving at the
newspaper offices, she had the photographs of RAY obtained from
the newspaper umorgue and reviewed them. ©She stated that the
individual she had seen somewhat resembled the 1966 Missourt
State Penltentlary photograph of RAY and the "Commer01a1 Appeals
-artist's sketch, ,
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.- HONSA described the 1nd1vidua1 she had seen as’

a white male, approximately 30 -|35 years of ‘age, 6 feet.

. tall, slender build, 160 - 180 pounds, thin facs, light

brown cropped hair with side burns to the middle of the
ears, fair complexion which was slightly pink as though;
sun burned or wind burned. = She iaid the individual re-’

: minded her of a "red neck" P o v

: At approwlmately 7:00 p m;lén 6/1/68, SA DAWSON
 was unable to find any 1ndividual in the lobby of the;Shoreham
Hotel fitting the descrlption as' furnjshed by HONSA

On 6/2/68, Mr. LARRENCE TILL 5704 New Hampshlre

Avenue, N, E,, advised SA DAHSQN’that he did not see the '
individual that HONSA had spoken to him about.  He said that
he may have seen the individual, but did not recall him.
STILL stated that he did not’have any recollection of seeing

- anyone at the meeting mentioned by HONSA that looked like

- RAY,” STILL stated that he would |immediately report any
such thing to authorities. STILL advised that ALFRED L.
SWEENEY, who is Chalrman of the conference, Telephone 593- 5023

///cou}d~possib1y furnish addltmonal informatlon.A., .

. On 6/2/68, Mr. SWEENEY who re51des at 1105 Lamberton
Court, Silver: Spring, Md,, advised that he had seen the :
individual ‘pointed out by CAROL HONSA, and that he Had not
been disturbed by this person present at the above mentioned
conference., He said. that his firist thoughts were that the
person was a worker at the hotel,| but he had no information in
this connection, He said that he had no way of identifying the
individual. Mr. SWEENEY stated that he has seen photographs
of JAMES EARL RAY and he does not| consider the individual
mentioned by HONSA to at all resemble RAY, SWEENEY further '
stated that because of his interest in civil rights and the
urban crisis, he would be the first to notify authorities in
the event he saw an individual he|believed to resemble RAY.
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In view of no identifying information being
obtained by HONSA, and since other individuals do not
believe the 1nd1v1dua1 resembled JAMES EARL RAY, WFO
is taking no further action in this matter,
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