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While at the Missouri State Penitentiary BAY quis smelking.

RAY enjuyed tinkering with|meghanien) thinge, had
built an air«conditisner out of Bpass parte For his prisen
cell, and was handy in tHe vepair of | radion, pivie for which
he would obtain from the penitentisry maehine shop.

s |
AEBY stated he would i Ho way vendey Resiyvance
to aid in the eapture of RAY,

| | ‘ .
BOBBY FRED ASHE, Misseuri Htnte Peniteatiary &
01562, knew JAMES BARL HAY a4 ¢he penitentiayy but wie net
too well acquainted with him, He stdted we @m@.W@@igéli
acquainted with RAY se he was 5 guisd individuald. M never
knew RAY to expregs strong opiaions gn any subject, ineludiag
racial matters, and he never heard ei B bounty mentidned im
connection with %f! MARTIN LOPHER Kilg

ASHE did not feel that RAYV wag invelved in ihe
sale of amphetamines or "pille’, o tp operhte ov play in
poker games, %

JOBEPH FLMEH AUSTIN advised) he 18 60 yebwrs of age
and he knew JAMES BAWL, HAY for abeiut ¢ mONthe aneing ﬁ@%@w
He and RAY robbea\a supermarlket at Alden, fllineis, which was
the only score they pulled together. |He aldimed Rﬁ% yheated
him, AUSTIN, of h%@ part of the ioot from Bhe vobbery,

AUSTIN %ag unGware that RAY had secaped Iren prison
;gmghaﬁ he wag being sought in the slaying of Dy, MARTEN LUTHER
¥ 5 l

) LEYTE BAYMOND DOWDA i an dumate of the Cobb Ceunty
J21l, Marietta, Geowgis, snd wag forimerly incaveernted at the
Missouri State Pepitentiavy, Hewls Acquainted with JAMER
EARL BAY for spproxisstely thvee yespy, DOWDA whs the ehied
cook at the prisen during this time snd DAY worked 8 a bread
slicer, i .

He dssewibed BAY 8m an avid peader who partieipated
in softball gamey ae 8 piteber and would wateh all the baseball.
games 3t the prigon. ‘ ' : -

- | o ke @ -
: o 1In lgﬁﬁﬂ 4 group of Blsck Musiims petitleoned for the
- right to bave their own weligious perviess and & subsequent

|
¥ i)
|
|

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176









ME 44-1987
11

JOHN%KENNETH HURTIT is am
State bPenitentiary, having number 7
in the same hall at the Missouri St
JAMES EARL RAY| for two or three wee
RAY and knows Tf,no close associate
: RAY was always '"planning
does not know w
did help him,

{
h

He never
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, nor did
from RAY to indicate one way or the

toward the Negfo race.

In réturn for sending abg
a stationery company under the pret
‘paper, all donq at the direction of
given cigarettes |in return by RAY f
feat. RAY was}always talking about
stationery company, and it is this
Th
The paper

RAY said lived | in Kansas City.
he believes was PEPPER;
asked RAY abou% dellvery RAY told
delivered dlrectly to RAY,

HURTT furtherfadv1sed th
"COOLEY'sS Organization' and he has
State Penitentiary for @he past 15
no information |to indicate RAY was

of amphetamlne in the pe Etentlaryq
__ DONALD JOHNSONW\Mlssourl

ho helped RAY escape in Apr11 1967,

heard RAY mention a bounty on %h

lnm*te at the M3
550%; In 1966 K
ate ﬁpnltentlars
ks, Hp was not
s of RAY

an escape" but B

he ever hear any
other his feeli

ssouri

e celled
r as did

close to

[URTT
if anyone

e life
thing
ngs

ut a $15 money o

ext of ordering

rder to
some

RAY, he (HURTT) was

or accomplishin
the man who ow
person whom HUR
name it was di

this
ed the
T thought -
ected to

never came and when he
im the paper wodld be

t he never hear

been in the Miss

yvears, He also
involved with t

inmate 19987, belleves that when he
during the 1960—1966 era hg believe
RAY was during that time buf was no
with him personally.

He returned to the Missoupri State Peniten
February 1967 and worked in the brehd room of the p

in the early drt of the year and h
shift during the tlme RAY escaped.

He does' not know whether
aided RAY in hﬂs escape and he does
‘theory that Rﬁﬂ escaped in the brea
to one of the prison farms.
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State Penitentia
was in the peni
he may have kn

or not another i
not subscribe t
d box being deli
He (JOHNSON) personally loaded

of
ouri
has
e sale .
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