Now, Just a moment.

I participated in 1it, yes, unwillingly.

And you feel gullty about it don't you.

You're god damn right I do.

All right. One, you still eat meat?

Yes.

Well.

Look, I can't (inaudible)

All right, thls is what I'm saying. You start

ourself to a certain type of reality, ah, but still remain
J

ery much in this level. A human being lives at many 4

any levels and you know that and it's a frustration to ;
|
you because you don't know the levels at which you're i
|
i

l
That's beautiful, But, you talk about frustration.
r

(inaudible) |
|

Woman: All right, you did what you had to do. Sweetheart,

|
would you just plain listen. You did what you were told jand
|

had to do. j

|
C
i

Woman: All right. |

Bill: In front of 20 milllon people.

Bill: . I feel 1like (inaudible)
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dean: Don't feel, i1f you don't elimlnate that guilt in
someé manner from your system . . .

(inaudible)

No you have not.

I haven't saild that I'm not going to do it.

But you did.

Yeah.

And that's why the lines in your face.

All right.

And you're still a young man.

(1audible)

My darling you don't need to dle from me.

Why not?

That's why I want you to do some reading.

(inaudible)

No, no, I'm not going to, oh hell. You can
ave your own gullt if you want to, good heavens. I
have no gullt of, of anything.

(inaudible)

No, I could never kill anything. All right,

so this is the difference of course. Just a moment.
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(inaudible)

You've got to over come thils, honey, and you

(inaudible)

Listen anything I give to you is given willingly.
(inaudible)

Oh no. Well, . . .

(inaudible)

Well, . . .

(inaudible)

When you're deeply soggy then you know. That's

(inaudible)
I know that. Oh I know that. Don't you think

(inaudible)

|
That's right, I don't have to assume anything to:

(inaudible)
No, not at all, Thank you.
(inaudible)
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Woman: Thank you.
Bill: (inaudible)

Woman: Well, I'm going to cut the tape off rigﬂp now.

§

I want to introduce you"briefly to these books. \

Bill: (inaudible) \

‘ \
Woman: And you know I'm very deeply in love with my

: \
husband. \

Bill: (inaudible) \
Woman: Ilwant you to look at them, though. (inaudéble)
Bil1l: (inaudible)
Woman: And one day, that's nice.
Bill: (inaudible)
Woman: Oh my goodness I wouldn't want any more.
Bill: (inaudible)
Woman: I want you to go home and, uh, make mad passion%te
love to your wife, my god.

(inaudible)

Oh, don't say that.

(inaudible)

You don't know what my ideas are.

(inaudible)

Most men, ah, do, find their achiles heel.

I respect you.

Do you know what my idea 1s?
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Bill: (inaudible)

Woman: It doesn't matter. |
|

Bill: Because you've got proof, about 190 ofg
(inaudible) '

them.

Woman: I don't have to prove anything to anyb&dy.
|

Bill: (inaudible) ‘ \

Woman : You've got to use that wonderful mind of yours
|

|

\
|

Bill: (inaudible) |

and stop living the past.

Woman : Well, I am a woman too, but just in my Hysband's

i
hurry.

Bill: (inaudible)

l
|
|

|
Woman: No. Well, I'm going to shut this off for now.

Bill: Now, let's talk. '
' T

Woman: David, we're home now. 1
|
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OFTICNAL FORM NO. 10 .

MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11,6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT -
Memorandum

: SAC, WFO (44-703%)(C)
C KENNETH P. WILKEY

: ASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING;
CIVIL RIGHTS

On 5/28/74, at 2:45 p.m., DAVID J|
GAINES, 6171 Leesburg Pike, Apt 532, Falls Church, Nlrginla,
telephone number 534-5572, visited WFO and stated that he
would like to remit the enclosed tape recording for!

consideration. \

_ \
GAINES stated that the tape containé a

converstaion between his wife, SHIRLEY GAINES, and an
individual who identifies himself as BILL (MNU) HARRIS.
Both participants on the tape were in a semi- 1nebriated
state when the recording was made. In the recordlng,\HARRIS
states that JAMES EARL RAY had nothing to do with the |
assination, but that he and others conected with the \
United Auto Workers and the Teamsters. Unlons planned and
paid for the assination. : \

The recording was made while GAINES wag
on a job as a private court and conference recorder at a
Public Hearing on Cheasapeake and Ohio Canal Citizen Advisory
Commisssion at Brunswick, Maryland, sometime in June of 1972.
During the job, he and his wife were staying at the \
Hawiian Hotel in Bruamswick. HARRIS and several other men \
were staying in the room next to theirs. Vo

: \
) SHIRLEY GAINES heard on the radio last week

that several men were being investigated for their part !

n the assination of Dr. KING. She then remembered the \

mﬁm o=z =774
CHED __ |
SERIALIZED mfﬁgpmﬁw _/_;g

MAY 2 81974 |
FBI — WASH. E. O,

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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|

tape that she and HARRIS had made and wanted to bring it

to the radio station. GAINES then listeded to the tape and
decided to bring it to the FBI. He stated thatlthe tape

is a copy and that he retains the original at hils home in
casstée form. GAINES stated that the FBI is wellcome to it
if it is needed and that he wishes to remain completely
anonymous in the matter.
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6/18/74

T0: DIRECTOR, FBRI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703)

MURKIN
(00 :ME)

Enclosed for the Bureau and each office is a tran ls:m:'ipt of a
conversation between SHIRLEY GAINES and BILL (MNU) HARRIS écmcerning captioned
matter.

On 5/28/74, DAVID J. GAINES, 6171 Leesburg Pike, Apartment 532,
Falls Church, V:.rgi.nia, telephone 534-5572, contacted WFO and stated he would
like to make available a tape recording for the FBI's consideration concerning
the assasgination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.

GAINES stated that the tape contains a conversation between his wife,
SHIRLEY GAINES, and an individual who identifies himself as BILL (MNU) HARRIS,
According to GAINES, bath participants on the tape were in a| semidinebriated
condition when the recording was made. 1In the recording, RRIS states that
JAMES FARL RAY had nothing to do with the assasaination of KING but that he
and others comnected with the United Auto Workers and the Teamsters Union
planned and paid for the assassination.

The record reportedly was made while GAINES was on g job as a
private court and conference reporter at a public hearing on Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal Citizen Advisory Commission at Brunswick, Maryland\‘ sometime in
June of 1972, He stated that during this time he and his wife were staying
at the Hawailian Hotel in Brunswick, Maryland. HARRIS and several other men
were staying in the room next to theiys,

that several men were being investigated for thelr part in the| assassination
of KING. 5She then remembered the tape that she and HARRIS had| made. GAINES
stated that after listening to the tape he decidad to bring it|to the FBI,

2 - Buresu (Enc 1) / -0 3- 775
2 - Memphis (44-1987)(Enc 1) 5 :
1 - Alexandria (Info) (Enc 1) : . /] Searched
1- Baltimore ('.[nfo)(Enc 1) ' Serizliz cJT‘ ‘
- wF / Ity

ABK: ctw Fiiea
(N o —d

GAINES stated that his wife, SHIRLEY, heard on the rdio recently

1
|
i
i
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WFO 44-703

He stated that the tape is a copy and that he rétains the original at his
home, which the FBI may have if they desire to. I

In view of the fact that WFO does not have ava%lable all the facts
concerning the assassination of KING and since Memphis was office of origin,
the Memphis Office should review the transcript to deterﬂﬁne if any investi-

gation need be conducted as a result of information contained in the
transcript, : :

] Information copies are being sent to Alexandria\and Baltimore in
the event additional investigation is requested by Memphi

®
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION .
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, WFO (44-703)
SA O.M.Smasal, S-=7

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY \
CIVIL RIGHTS - ASSASSINATION MLK, JR. \

On this date, Mr. DAVID J. DUBOIS, 250\ - 12th st.,
SE, Wash., D.C., Tel. No. 546-9007, telephonical&y advised
that during 1968, at a time when he was overseasﬁ and his
wife was in Washington, she was negotiationg witﬁ an individ-
ual for rental of an apartment at 616 A St., NE in WDC. He
applied for the apartment, paid for a month's reﬁpal of $240.
which turned out to be a bum check. It was dated 4/1/68 and
signed by a G. M. NOVEL, drawn on the Citizens National Bank
& Trust of Columbus, Ohio. This individual never did occupy
the apt., since Mrs. DuBois learned that the check was no
good before he had a chance to move in. !
\
Mr. DuBois said that his wife feels ;that the
man she was negotiating with for the rental was in, fact
captioned subject as he strongly resembeled photographs of
the subject which were prominently in the papers at that
time. i
|
Above for information. / \

1

Yip-70 3 -796

SEARCHED, _INDEXED
SEmALmEDk22<lﬂLgD__7kﬁ£ﬂl_
JUNZ 45974

FBI—WASH. FIELD OFFiCE.

\JM

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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6/27/74
airtel

DIRRCTOR, FBI (44-38861) .

.4“331:_  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

_MURKIN -
00: MBMPHIS

Re WFO airtel to the Bureau, 6/18/74.
LRAR .
BALTIMORE DIVISION

: . AT DRUNSWICK, mmemzm Wiil, thrrmgb reg;istration
recurtls of the uawaiian Hotel, attempt to identify BILL HARRIS
and have hin interviewed regxrding statemsnits made by him con-
corning the murder of HMARTIR LUTHER KING, In. the event HARRIS
is now an official of a labor union national headquarters or is
R . controversial figure in the labor movement, Bureau perumis-
sion should be obtained bLedbre c(mducting this interview.

Hamphis indices contain nothing 1uent1fiab1e wita

l.thL HARRIS ia connection with this case,

For the additional assistance of Apents eonducting
the interview with HARRIS, the fallowing; iz set forth:

: Baltimore
L+ WFO (Info)
2 ~ Heomphis

: 5/5/"‘ 743 ~79
: SEARCHEDéM....mDEXED...;_.
SERIALIZED. LYo FILED.... 3 P %0e)

JuL1 a7

FBi — WASH. F. 0.
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‘ME 44~1987 '

v

: : : KING arrived in Menphis on the mcrning of e
_3/28/68 from Atlanta, Georgia. The sanitation workers
at ﬂemphis were then on strike in what had becone a ;
long, bitter dispute over wages, check-offs, ete. | The

. sanitation workers were reprosented by the American

Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees

"~ (AFSCME) of which one JERRY WORTH was President, .WORTH

" 'had been in Memphiis during part of this strike, but'this . .
office cannot say whether or not WORTH was here on any C
- particular day. HENRY 1L,OEB was then tne Mayor of Hamphis..'

i

* KIRG 1ed a march through downtown Mampnis short-'

'-”,1y before noon on 3/28/68, but the mavrch had barely gotton

underway before the marchers began looting the stores along -
‘the route of the march. KING fled the Bcene, and the Hquhis g
- Police Department disperSQd the mob and torced them out of
the downtown area. . ¥ )
» KING Bpent the night ot 3/28/68 in ﬁamphis,'\.
' leaving the next day to return to. Atlanta. KING's prestige
“had suffered a smerious blow in that he had besn unable to ‘
-\ control his followers and the "peaceful” mareh had turned into.
-\ a riot. It has been speculated that KING's return to Meuphis -
7'\ on 4/3/68 was done.at the urging of his advisors, 'and his| .
\ leading another march on-4/5/68, wag to be done to rebuild
his public image. As® you are aware, KING was shot and killed
at about 6:00 pm on 4/4/68, while standing on the halccny of ‘
} 18 mﬂtelo

- All of the evidance in this case points to the."f L
fvet that . J&EES EARL RAY, acting alnne, WaS KIHG‘s murderer.‘l_
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ME 44-1987

g
England after fleeing to that country, it is a #easonable o
presumption that RAY committed robberies in the United

. States during the time he wag a fugitive. Cb

RAY antared a plaa af guilty to the charge that
he murdered KING and is now serving 99 years in'the - .
Tennessee State Prison. At the time of his gullty plea
RAY was represented by PERCY FOREMAN of Houkton, Texas, -
RAY now claims hé was not adequately reprenented by -
‘FOREMAN, and he is atteapting to bave his guilty plea -
set aside in order ta be granted a trial 1n state court.

: RAY's current attorneys have made public Btate~

- ments to the effegct that RAY bought the murder waapon and
brought it to Memphis thinking he wag part of a gun gSnug -
.gling operation., They c¢laim he did not know the gun was to
be used to murder KIHG and they claim that RAY did not pull
‘the trigger. . , '
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SAL, UaLPTHE0RE {44-6€9)

u..'x.\KI

e WFO airtel to the furcau J*t@d %/lﬁ/?%,lWeughzw
the Gureau dated $/27/74.

novlosed for Alezandria is one copy of zhove refereced
airtel dateld 6/27/74.
Por the infornaticon of the - lc_exa.: tria Tivision, ro WED
atrtel and llemphis airtel containes nszcessory detalls pertaining
to curvent lnveﬂtigation heiny gonducted in thig matter.

Gn 3/1/74, tirs. QMRBARA BYITTUER, flanayer, Lawailan
Yotel, L.B. Lwute 340 and aryland doute 17, near nrurswick,
Haryland, wade availavle o S* JOHTT . THURSYO motel -
rogistration records for the jlawalian iptel for the vears 1972
and 1573 and a review of tiesw reuﬂrﬂs fajled to reveal any
veglstration record pertaining to ZILL NARRIS and also failed
to reveal any registration record vertaining to DAVID J. GATNEIS,
or SRIRLSY CATNEE, Lrs. BITT&&& cdid advise that sonetine duriag
1972, the motel changed hands and felt ihat hecause of this,

2 - sixcctor

g~ slexandria (Encl.l)
(i) W) {34~TF03)

Z =~ nebphis (44~1837)

i

~ Zaltimore (44-063)
JRT dow

{5}

SEARCHED,

(Yt

SERIALlZéD.,, :

F
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LA 44~669

the records pertaining to 1972 may not be complete. (It

should also be noted that a high percentage of registration
cards for 1972 were not dated and because of this, all 1972

and 1973 registration cards vere reviewed). Mrs, BITTma*
further advised that the cards that were reviewei would comprise
all the rbglstration cards for those years. 3

on 8/1/74, Mrs. RBE PITEZ, Brunswick Police
Department, Brunswick, ! arylanv, aﬁviseu SA THURSTON that
neither BILL HARRIS, DAVID J. GAINES, nor SHIRLEY GAI%Ea are
known to her and that nonc of them have any crxﬂinal arrest
record with the arunswicﬁ, marylanﬂ, Folica Depart:ent.

on 8/8/74, TERESA hﬁxﬁ, Recoxrds Clerk, Harylard
State Police, Frederick, lMaryland, advised Sh THURSTON that
there is no criminal arrest record under the name of BILL or
VILLIAN HARRIS with the State Police Barracks in Prederlck,
Marviand.

on 8/1%/74, Mr., DOUALD LDARR, Town Clerk, é}runsw-ickE
Haryland, advised that he racalls that a Chesapeake;and Ghio
Canal Citizen Advisory Cormission hearing was held at Brunswick
during either June or July, 1972, but stated he could provide
ne information as to whether a SHIRLEY CAINES was employe& as
a private court and conference reporter at the Brunswick hearing.

On 8/28/74, dMr. JAMES SEWELL, Land Acquisition Officer,
Chesapeake and Ohic Canal National Historic Park, Hational Park
Sexvice, ¥Fart Detrick, Fr&darick, Haryland, advised 83 THURSTOH
that he recalls that during 1972, a series of weetings dealing
with the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal advisory Ceommission were held
between Washington, D.C., and Cumberland, raryland, 'and recalls
that one of these meetingS'waa held in Brunswick durxing either
June or July, 1972, although he stated he did not attend the
Brunswick meeting. He alsc stated that a JOHN PARSCHS, Chesapeake
and Ohio Park Planner, 1100 Qhio OTrive, 5.¥., Washington, .C.,
{telephone nuuber 202-426-7705), would have attended all of the
meetings and could possibly provide information as to whether
SHIRLEY GAINES was enployed as a private court and conference
reporter at the Brunswick hearing. He stated that SHIRLEY GAINES
is not kncwn to him, |

! ,
Baltimore indices were negativs pertaining, to DILL
HARRIS, DAVID J,. CAINES, SHIRLEY GAINES, and JbRﬁY W“Q"H.v
. »
o
|

)
i
i
|
1

i
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B 44~663

o |

LEADS 3 !
j

|

ALEZANDRIA DIVISION '

AT 6171 uLESnUEC PIRE, FALLS CHURCH, VIRGIII@

, : 711} locate and interview DAVID J. GAINES and
SHIRLEY GAINES for any further information they may have
concerning BILL HARRIS and will attempt to develop further
inforwmation ceﬂwerniﬂg ﬁlm and where he could possihly,b@

lovated.
|

. .

AT WASHINGTON, B.C.

Will contact JOHN PARSONS, Chesapeake and ﬁﬂio Canal
Perk Planpner, 1100 Ohio Drive, 5.W., Washington, 5.C., telephone
purber 202-426~-7705, for any information he may have concerning
SHIBLEY GAINES’' attendance at a Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
Advisory Commission hearing held at Brunswﬁck, garyland in

June, 1972. |
//g/ (4775}3 R .
_ 7750

s

|
|
)
|

|-
|-
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9/10/74

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
SAC, WFO (44-703) (RUC)

ReWFOairtel, 6/1/74, and BAairtel, 8/28/74.

Mr. JOHN G, PARSONS, Chief, Department of Urban Projgct
Coordination, U, S. National Park Service, on 9/6/74, advised he conducted
' 2 hearing at Brunswick, Maryland on 6/7/72, of the Chesapeake and Ohio
- Canal Advisory Commision. Mr. PARSONS advised the hearings wére recorded
by a court reporter whose identity he does not recall but which can be
determined through Hoover Reporting Company. He recalls the neporter, a
male, was driven back to his motel after the meeting by PARSONS. The
motel was located next to the Hawaiian Restaurant in Brunsvic#. This
reporter, who performs considerable work for the National Parl Service,
relies heavily upon tape recorders in his work.

Mrg. DORIS HOOVER, Hoover Reporting Company, 320 Massachusetts
Avenue, Northeast, on 9/9/74, acknowledged the reporting of t}le hearing
of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Advisory Commission held 6/7’/72, was
performed by DAVID GAINES, an employee of her company.. She qtated SHIRLEY .
GAINES, wife to DAVID GAINES is not an employee of the company and, to
her knowledge, does not pe.rform court reporting work for anyjother company.

2 - Bureau _
. 2 = Memphis (44-1987)

0 Alexandria ; X J : C/
WFO (44-703 o
WBS:ctw ’ \)\/ ‘

‘(6) {W ;. | . | ‘Lg//
,)’jzg:‘(// | ) ooN

SEEILE STRIPPED, 4/c/_5, 702 ,@7?9

P:13 1974 Searthed

Dater ..

Senchved g
‘ % Ind -
s F?,e?f"fig
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 6/3/76

SAC, WFO (44«703)

MURKIN
(00:ME)

ReButeleall, 6/1/76 to WFO.

Transmitted herewith to the Bureau are all sections| of
WFO file on captioned case, The WFO file number is
44-703 consisting of Sections 1 through 8 and Sub C
Sections 1 = 5, The file is being delivered personally
under the supervision of SA WILLIAM B, SLOAN. to
SA JOHN T. ALDHIZER III, Room 4077, JED,

It is understood the Bureau will assure the file 1
promptly returned to WFO when of no further assist
to the Bureau

AR
cowéﬁgowoz,:L/’<”
{ —

”  2<Bureau (44-703)(13-encl)
1l-Memphis (44-1987)(Ififo)
IyWFO (44-703)

WBS 4
(4)

Searched |
Serjalized .

Indexed _.
Filed -
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» ?Ray Appeals
Y ° ® ®
Conviction in
E rall E'
King Murder
" Assoclated Press
-.James Earl Ray, convicted killer of
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., asked the Supreme Court
yesterday to review his case. claiming
he was “set up to take the rap for a
crime he didn’t commit.”

Ray’s appeal said he was “framed
by the FBI and local police, and then

coerced by his own attorney to plead
guilty against his will.”

James H. Lesar, the Washington at-
torney representmg Ray; wrote in ask- -
"§ing the court to’~ reéview Ray’s _
con.vxctmn “The charge is that those * _
‘vho -did 'kill Dr. King are still at i
arge protected in part by the unwill-
‘inaness of the courts to face these un- !
pleasant facts.

The petition did not mention an in- -
vestigation recently begun by the
House into the assassinations of King
and Presxdent Kennedy.

R |

King was killed by a rifle blast as’ T The Washmgton Post

2;1??:(11 9?3; a motel balcony in Mem- Washington Star-News

" Ray was arrested in London and T+t Daily News (New York)
brought back to the United States to- : The New York Times
stand trial. He pleaded guilty.

In his petition, Ray, now an inmate The Wal.l Street Journal
serving a life term in the Tennessee _ - The National Observer
state penitentiary, said a thorough re- The Los Angeles Times
view of his conviction is needed be-
cause potential conflicts of interest
between two of his attorneys cdenied -
him “effective assistance of counsel.” Date 10/ 9/ 16
‘Ray was represented originally by at-
torneys Arthur Hanes and Percy Fore-

¥ - S mam e e e ‘ SEARGHTD ©

' SERI N V\”' R

N@V

FBi—
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9 (Rev (2-14-74)°
FBI ™~
Airtel

ransmit in

(Type in plaintext or code)

A(//" 11/12/76
' (Date)
o: SAC, WFO

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

t Enclosed is a copy of a '"Washington Star News"
article dated 10/9/76, reflecting that James Earl Ray has
appealed his conviction to the U. S. Supreme Court.

Washington Field Office promptly determine status
of Ray's appeal reportedly before the U. S. Supreme Court.
Promptly advise results. :

Enclosurexy\'

(Do not type BEYOND THIS MARGIN.)

Z
O
[
<
=
B~
G,
&
=
~
Q
N
5
.2
<
&

(Do not type below this line.)

Y- 705~ T8

14 B
"/ n I NOV 151976

?u|4~ WASH, FIELD QN7

Ny 5‘—.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DIRECTOR, FBI (44.38861) : 12/7/76
SAC, WFO (44-703) (P¥)

MURKIN . »
Re Bureau airtel to WFO dated 11/12/76.
Dogkeﬁ of U, S. Supreme Couﬁt showed :
Case Number: 76-5508 -

‘Title of Case: = JAMES FARL RAY vs. Warden
/ J. H. ROSE

Peﬁition filed on 10/7/76.

Brief for respondent 1n opposition f1led 11/22/76,
Distributed 11/26/76 ;

The petition contained no serious gllegations
against the FBI. .

aiig

Serisdizad
Indared .

Filed ——
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
SAC, WFO (44-T703) (RUC)

MURKIN
Remylet, dated 12/7/76.
Doecket of U.S. Supreme Court showed:
Case Number: T76-5508

Title of Case: JAMES EARL RAY vs.
WARDEN J. H. ROSE

Petition denied on 12/13/76.

The petitlion contalned no serious allegati

against the FBI.

12/17/76

earched

| 799
b 05— T2

=3

erizlized JL-
! dexed

, jﬂed

I
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U.S. Departm‘of JusTee

Federal Bureau of Invesﬁgatlon

i
In Reply, Please Refer to o B:erlngham, Alabama 35203

FileNo. | . ~ July 23, 1982 -;¢

E"j

JAMES EARL RAY; -
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING-VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY

Captain E. Robins, Jefferson County Sheriff's
Office, Fairfield, Alabama, advised Paul Bernard Marler
had telephonically contacted the Sheriff's Office.lin Bessemer,
Alabama, and stated James Earl Ray did not kill Martin
Luther King. Captain Robins advised this conversation
‘'was taped and he will make a copy of the tape avalhable
to the Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon.

" This document contains nelther
recomnendations nor ccenclusions of
tha FRX. It iz the propsriy of :
the TRT end is leancd %o wour sqangy:’ sEARCHED S IND a}~'
it and its contents ove not to be SHUMUZED BD—
distrivuicd ocutsids your agency. i s

AUG 4 082

~ EBI - WASH. FIELD OFf
/

i
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-‘FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
1

Date of.tran.sq'lptlcﬁ July 23 1982 |

CAPT. E. ROBINS, Jefferson County Sheriff's "
'Office, made available a tape of -a telephoneconversation -
on July 11, 1982, by PAUL BERNARD MARLER, the transcripts'
of th.ch is attached : I o

7/15/82 Fairfield, Alahama BH 44-1740

tnvestigation on_

SA PETER JOHN BODKIN: mjl ' " ote aictatea_ 1/ 19/'82 -
) |

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ! :
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7 Testing 1‘2, 3. Testing 1., 2, 3. .‘.\ -
Unknown Female Sheriff's foicé ' |

ARLER Sheriff's Office in'Jefferson County?
UE . Yes sir,

(unintelligible)

UE - Okay.
ARLER My name is PAUL, P A U L BERNARD MARLER. |,
uF . What is it? Is it PAUL or POL? - '

AR ER . PAUL, P A U L"

Okay.
ARLER BERNARD MARLER, M A R L E R.
U . MARLE R?. :

Yes ma'am,

. Okay.

ARLER = - U'm up in Calhoun County.
Ul : - Calhoun? | '
MARLER ‘. Calhoun County. - 'P'_; o ‘l , :ll”
UF : Okay; | ' |
MARLER " I'm a white male. I's bornm | « I'm sorry
A [: | _Ifm callihgiinfreferénce'to JAMES_EARhl?

JAMES EARL RAY?

- Right.
. UF . Okay. What, what about JAMES EARL RAY?
MARLER ~ He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING.

He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING?
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No ma'am we did it. - ° -
You did. Wwho, who was you besidés.o..'

LEO DENHAM.

LEO DUNHAM?

LEO...DNH...D ENHA M.

'D ﬁAN4H...
DN....DUN....
DUN...
....HAM. DENHAM
...HAM. DENHAM, -
Right. LEO fired'théf;hot; JAMES RAY'was‘alpunk.
’ ’ ¢

He never shot anybody. He'ain't never been that brave.

Okay...have you, héve you called the polic department"i‘

-~ e

4

to investigate? _ '
I've called the “Washingtdn Post." I had called, I have’

talked with the warden in Tennessee...WardJn'DAVIS and

‘you can call that okay aﬁd verify it.
" pid theyiteli you to call us or.:.;
No, no. | _ | _
I just don't think I'm gon 5e'hére that long. i_just'“i
"want, I juét don't want JAMES RAY £o die'fo  somethingf@j”’
thét he didn't do. Now he'might be, they might lock
: hiﬁ'up'fprever41.don't know. That's up to \AMES you '
know.’ JAMES‘was,.heras, uh, he was, he wa? a nitty,

_ _ 1 o
he was a punk anyway. But JAMES didn't kil} that

e

. i 1 S
- nigger. I didn't mean to say that. JAMES RAY didn't

kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. We did.

:You, yod and this LZEO D EN H A M.

1EO killed him. I didn't kill him, but I w%s-there;

and that makes me a part of it. Right? -
. h :
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@
Yes sir.' What, whet,'fou live in Calhoﬁanounfy?
I just gave you that. S - \f |
What's your, uh, what's your eddress?' '+.e
716 East 10th Street and I'm at 23«-8...1.s-evel'1teei-1,
‘ seventy-se&en. |
L 238....seventeen, seventy seven°

Yes ma'am. | o

And your address'was_seven sixteen’

I whatﬁ't involved in it. I saw it.

Do you know where he’ 1s now'>

Yes I do. |

Where is he?

I'll talk to .you ébout that later.

P

Okay. ' . ' ‘

I hadvnothing te do with it,vuﬁ;'well maybe| I did."
Maybe I had soﬁeﬁhingvto.do.with-it because I didn't
come forth earlier YOu.kﬁew;;.. o |
‘Yeah. , L
. ....to say what I had to sey.  ﬁufeilsaw th% man; I!'
wasn't involved in;if; I didﬂ't shoot at aﬂybody,;]_'“
but I saw the man that shot MARTIN LUTHER KING.

‘Ang you've already.... | |

Yes I‘did

investigated him.
I've already called "Washington Post."
And what did they tell you?

You've already called the pollce department Tnd
l
i
‘I don't know what they told me.
_ _ l
\
|
|
1
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I've called you.” I've called Mbbile.' I'Qe’calied
Atlanta. I've called Memphis. I've called and talked

to this judge, uh.;;tI've;talked to, uh, Warden DAVIS f-
at theApeﬁiténtiaty in.Téﬁ;ésseé.~ I've déhe.alreadyv
talked to him. | |
-Weil okay; Wéllnl...,. . '
Lady, I'm blind and I don!t%kn6W'h6w long‘i'@:gOn
‘live. But I'm gén tell you.;;that man did Q§t kiil.

MARTIN LUTHER KING. They've got the wrong man..

Well okay. I got the situation and I'1l, (unintelligible). .

I'11l pass it on.
I appreciate it.
Okay - i .

Wait...are you in Bessemer?

Yes sir.

Well that's where it came from.: Now.let'me tell foui
something élse. |
- Where what came from?

Where information came from;
.Are'yéu in'Besseme:?
.ThAt's where it all came from in Bessemer, ﬁoﬁewood: E
-right? Now and do you know the man...are‘YOu still on?.
Yéé I'm }unintelligible) | | -
Okay you know they said the man, the»guh Qhat killed.'-
KING came from Homewood whatever right. fhat Wood$xboy.
I hope you're getting all this down. - There was WOODS
boy that sold him my gun. You see lady.... | ‘
‘Uh huh. ' |
I'm the man thatvbrought the gun.

.6
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You b'ougkst'he, gun?

Now then;.. |

What kind of gun was it?

That wasn't the only...now ‘wait a minute.
that's where everybody'got scfewed up. Ho_'many'guns'
were there was bought? You don t know that do you°
No sir, (unlntelllglble)

The law don't even know it.

I'm not up on, en, uh, the killing.

Okay, yeah..owell butgit was, uh, it was, uh, it was
a traglc thing rlght.f But you got the wrong man.
There was more guns bought that day than \) at the law :
knows aboutf Okay...° Will you haxswhlm to.
" call me if you don't mind.g L
Who do you want to call you? .

The police. o .

You want a sergeant to'talk'to you?
'Yeah. |

Okay. Hold on just .a second.

‘Now wait.... |

"Hello.

.S;r...;

Hello.

\
s
I
\

Slr didn't you want to talk to a sergeant?

Sir...Mr. MARLER. ...Hello....I guess he's hung up. e
- X l - F

|
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" Birmingham, Alabama
° December 5, 1979. "

RICK TOWNSLEY;-"

. RALPH SR
- JERRY CARR 5 ' e
- OFFICERS, ANHISTON POLICE DEPARTMENT;;
- CECIL BLOSTER FIREMAN, = = BN
ANNISTON FIRE. DEPARTEENT
* ARNISTON, ALA
- _PAUL BERNARD ER - VICTIK
_"DUKE" m .
CIVIL RI

: On November 19, 1979 Paul Bernard Harler, 716

Bast IOth Street, Anniston, Alabama, telephonically con-
~tacted the Washington. D.C. office of the Federal Bnreau
of Investigation at whioh time he related the following"

-'wg v; In September or October 1970, he andshis
were arrested at the VFYW Hall in Anniston, Alabama, follow-
ing a fight resulting from drinks. His brother, whem put-:
in jail, was beatenby the officers.: This 1is not & racial =~ '~
matter as the police officers and his brother were #hite. _-iv-

On June 15, 1979 Paul Bernard Harler appe red
at the Anniston, Alabama. Resident Agency, obvionsly‘nnder
| . the influence of either alcohol or narcotics.  Throughout : -
the interview, Marler would doze off or begin crying un—;w**”'
explainably. Marler complained that in 1970 he and his S
brother, '"Duke", had gone to the VFW Club in Anniston to.
pay their dues. Vhile there, they began to drink and trouble
" broke out between them and some of. the patrons or bartenders -
“at the club. Marler stated that seeing his brother in a
-fight with several other individuals, he then broke a
- bottle and came to his brother's assistance. Harler stated

o a
.
|

This document contains neither recommendations nor con-
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is

loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not t04b~._‘
distributed outside your agency.
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on ma.tters relevant'eto hi cémpla:lnt )&arlgr -;con_tinued';;ha
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N U.S. Departme.)flu\sﬁc'er .

Federal Bureau of Investigation

In Reply, Please Refer to . ’ Blrmlngham, Alabama 35203
File No, B - July 23, 1982

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING-VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY .

Captain E. Robins, ‘Jefferson County Sherlff'
Office, Fairfield, Alabama, advised Paul Bernard Mirler
had telephonlcally contacted the Sheriff's Office. #n Bessemer,
Alabama, and stated James Earl Ray did not kill Martin
Luther King. Captain Robins advised this conversation
was taped and he will make a copy of the tape avallable

- to the Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon.

This document contains nelther
ragomnendat ions nor ccnclusions of

t¥a FRX. It iz the propariy off : 6/{// 7[73 -——7/é »

the F3T and is leamcd %o vour 290ncy; SEARCHED INDEXED

{1 and its contensts ove not to Le
' SERIALIZED
digtrivuted cutside your agency. /T ———!d

| AUs 4 _1982

’FB‘I - WASH. FIELD O
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of traqtcrlptlc;}i’ July 23 , 1982

CAPT. E. ROBINS, Jefferson County Sheriff's
Office, made available a tape of a telephone: conversatlon
on July 11, 1982, by PAUL BERNARD MARLER, the transcrlpts
of which is attached ; S

Investigation on 7/15/82 Fairfield, Alabama Fie o _BH _44-1740

SA PETER JOHN BODKIN:mjl " oate stetatea__1/19/82
2

This document contalns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is foaned to your agency;
it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. .
' F8i/DoJ
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-

nknown Female

" {UF)

IARLER

Testing 12, 3.

Sheriff's Officé

Sheriff's Office
Yes sir. -
(uninteliigible)
Okay. |

My name is PAUL,
What is it? 1Is i
PAUL, P A U L. |

Okay.

BERNARD MARLER, M A R'L E R.

MARLER?

Yes ma'am.

Okay.

U'm up in Calhoun
Caihoun?

Calhoun County.

Okay.

I'm a white male.

RAY.

JAMES EARL, RAY?

- Right.

Okay. What, what

He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING.

He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING?

Testing 1, 2, 3. ’

in Jefferson County?

PAUL BERVARD MARLER.

t PAUL or POL?

County.

I's born I'm sorry

I'm calling in referencg to JAMES EARL

about JAMES EARL
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You did. Wwho, whoiyaé you besides;...'

No ma'am we did it.

LEO DENHAM.

LEO DUNHAM?

L EO...DNH...D E N H A M.
‘DU N H...

' DN....DUN....

DUN...
....HAM. DENHAM
...HAM. DENHAM.

Right. LEO fired the shot. JAMES RAY

He never shot anybody.

was

He ain't never bec

a punk.

n that brave.

~ Okay...have you, have you called the police department

to investigate?

I've called the "Washington Post." I had

talked with the warden in Tennessee...War
you can call that okay aﬁd verifj it;»
' Did they?te11 you to call us oOr...: |
No, no. : | . .
I just don't think I'm gon Ee’here fhét‘lc
~want, I just don't wanf JAMES RAY £Q die f
"that he didn't do. Now he might be, they
him;up forever I don't know. ’That's up tc
know.' JAMES was, he was, uh, hé was, .he v
he was a punk anyway. But JAMES didh't k]
nigger. I didn't mean to say that. JAMES
kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. -We did.
You, you and this LEOD EN HA M.m

LEO killed him. I didn't kill him, but I

called, I havé ’

en DAVIS and

>ng;.'I:just 7
e} o something
might'lock
> JAMES you

qas a nitty,"

11 that

3 RAY didn'tv

D

Right?

and that makes me a part of it. |

4
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Yes sir. What; what, you live in Calhoun| County?

I just geve'you that.

What's your, uh, what's your address?
716 East 10th Street and I'm at 238..{eeventeeﬁ,‘
vseventy—seven.
238....seventeen,vseventy-e.yen?
Yes ma'am. | i

And your address was seven sixteen?

I whatn't involved in it. I saw it.
Do you know where héﬂ;é now?
Yes I de. o
Where is he?
I'11 talk to you gbout that“iaterzﬁﬁw,
Okay. "
I haa’nothing to do with it; uh, well maybe I did.
Maybe I had somethlng to do w1th it because I didn't
come forth earller you know....na
Yeah.
....to say what I had to sey.e Bui;I saw the man; T
wasn't involved in it. I didn't sheot et anybody, |
but I saw the man that shot MARTIN LUTHER KING.
And yoﬁ've already....v
Yes I did.
You've already called the police depertmen
investigated him.
I've already-called "Washington Post."
And what did they tell you'> |

(RLER . I don't know what they told me.
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i've called yéu;' I've"called Mobile.: I'lecalled
Atlanta. I've called Memphis. I've céll%d and talked
to this judge, uh..:ﬁI've;talked to, uh, %arden DAVIS
- at the'penitentiary iniTeé;esseé.; I'vé dq%e already
talked to him. ‘ v_ o : \
Well okay; Wel;’I.... k- 

Lady, I'm blind and I don!t know - how long i'm gon

live. But I'ﬁ gbn tell you...that man did\not kill
MARTIN LUTHER KING. They've got the Qrong\man. |

Well okay. I got the situation and I'll, {ﬁnintelligible).
I'll pass it on; , |

I appreciate it.

Okay.

!

1
S

\

\

\

Wait...are YOu in Bessemer?
Yes sir. |
Well that's where it came from. Now let meAtéll you
something else, |
Where what came from?

Where information came from;

Are yéu in Bessemer?

- That's where it all came from in Bessemer, Homéwobd
*right? Now and do you know the man...are you still on?.
Yes I'm (unintelligible) | i

Okay you know they said the man; the gun that killed
KING came from Homewood whatever right. iﬁar Woods boy;
I hope you're getting all this down. There was WOODS
boy that sold him my gun.. You see lady.... |
Uh huh. | o |

I'm the man that brought the gun.

6
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You bougl'che ‘gun?

Now then...

What kind of gun was it?

That wasn't ‘the only...now wait a mihute.\'Thatis;
that's whefe everybody got screwed up. H&w'many guhé

were there was bought? ’Youydon'f khow‘that do 'you?

&

No sir, (ﬁnintelligible)

The law don't even know it.af

I'm not up on, on, uh, the killing. :

Okay, yeah...weli bu#€it was,vﬁh, it was, ﬁh; it was

a tragié thing right;;:But you got the wrong man.

There was more guns £6ught tﬁa£ day than Jﬁat thé law

knows about. Oka&.o.. Will“fou héxgﬁpim to

call me if you don't mind.- ‘ %%;M'l

Who do you want to call you?

The police. |

You want a sergeant to télk:to yqu?-‘

" Yeah.

Okay. Héld on just.a second.

1ﬁ¢w wait.... |

Hello.

Sir....

Hello. . - B

Sir didn;t you want to talk to a sergeant?

Sir...Mr. MARLER....Hello....I guess he's qung ﬁp.r.:
|

-1

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' Birmingham, Alabama
" December 5, 1979

~RICK TOWNSLEY;

" TERRY WAL

. RALPH TUR}
JERRY CARR

" OFFICEES, ANNISTON pOLIcr DEPABTMENT e [

- CECIL BLOSTER FIREMAN,
. ANNISTON FIRE DEPARTHEHT
' ARNISTON, ALA
_PAUL BERHARD ER VICTIH
- "DUKE" MAR - VICTIH -
CIVIL RI
4

,;ﬂ"“' .
" On November 19. 1979 Paul Bernard Harler, 716-
Bast 10th. Street, Anniston, Alabama, telephonically
tacted the Washington, D.C. office of the Federal Burean
of Investigation at which time he related the tollowing"

'”ﬁ v In September or October 1970, he an ‘his brothe
were arrested at the VFW Hall in Anniston, Alabama, follow-ﬁ'
ing a fight resulting from drinks. His brother, when|put::
in jail, was beatenby the officers.: This is not & racial -
matter as the police officers and his brother were white.: Q

| On June 15, 1979 Paul Bernard Harler appeaéed
at the Anniston, Alabama. Resident Agency, obviously under
| the influence of either alcohol or narcotics.  Throughout

the interview, Marler would doze off or begin crying dn.nwa:“uT;P.AE-'3~

explainably. Marler complained that in 1970 he and his -
brother, "Duke", had gone to the VF¥ Club in Anniston to .
pay their dues. VWhile there, they began to drink and Frouble
broke out between them and some of the patrons or bart

at the club. Marler stated that seeing his brother in a -
fight with several other individuals, he then broke a |

-| bottle and came to his brother's assistance. Marler stated

- | — 0

This document contains neither recommendations nor con-
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI an& is

distributed outside your agency.
‘ ' A
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he wanted &, arranttsworq»out for’thé officefrs immediatel

and‘that he wag:al

and.under the- influence of drugs- for which ‘he has a8 doctor 8
.prescriptioni:’ In addition; he- -currently. is -an’ ontpatientf.
in“the Veteran B Administration Hospital Ior nental iﬁcompe—
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r Memorandum ®

i‘

DIRECTOR, FBI . T . Date July 23, 1982

SAC, BIRMINGHAM/(44-1740)"

Subject : JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING—VICTIM :
'CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY
00: MEMPHIS

Enclosed for the Bureau are the ‘original and
three copies of a letterhead memorandum containing |
investigation by the Birmingham Office. Enclosed for
the information of the Atlanta, Memphis, Mobile and
WFO Offices are two copies of an LHM containing resu
of investigation by the Birmingham Office.

ADMINISTRATIVE:

The Blrmlngham Office is not 1nterv1ew1ng
PAUL BERNARD MARLER in connection with this matter
due to his mental incompetency and he is an alcoholi

2-Bureau (44-38861) (Enc. 4)
2-Atlanta (44-2386) (Enc. 2)
2-Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
2-Mobile (157- 262 &?nc. 2)
@-wFo- " (Enc.
1-Birmingham
PJB/acm
. (11)

5y - 70} o8l

SEARCNE
" {SERIALIZED

laus 9 1962

[ ] ‘ FBI—-W!"_O
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Memorandum @

DIRECTOR, FBI ~ " Date July.%3, 1982
SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)

Subject : JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING—VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS~CONSPIRACY
00: MEMPHIS

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original ar
three copies of a letterhead memorandum containing
investigation by the Birmingham Office. Enclosed for
the information of the Atlanta;'Memphis, Mobile and
WFO Offices are two copies of an LHM containing resths
of investigation by the Birmingham Office. .

ADMINISTRATIVE:"

The Birmingham Office is not inter¥iewing
PAUL BERNARD MARLER in connection with this matter
due to his mental incompetency and he is an alcoholig.

|

2-Bureau (44-38861) (Enc. 4)

2-Atlanta (44-2386) (Enc. 2)

2-Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)

2-Mobile (157-2627) (Enc. 2)
WEO (Enc. 2)
-Birmingham

PJB/acm

(11)

SERIALIzZE

MG R 1982, |

HBlwrg
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