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This technic?.! surveillance was installed on XZjZ/Z 
.. Eenorandun of 10/27/05 justifying the continuation of the 
installation was returned by the Attorney Gcnc-ml indicatm;; 
approval. Eev.ornr.lum dated 4/2G/G6, rceor.ric-r.diu g continuance 
this technical surveillance was returned with a notation by a 
Attorney General dated G/£u7g3, "I third; this coverage should 
discontinued, particularly in light ci possible- chargor cl a 
criminal nature against Hosea tVillians and possibly others.''
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Memorandum for the Attorney General

KOTS CO’TTIMED:

■ Inspector J.A. Sisco contacted SAC Atlanta on 
6/21/63, instructin" that this technical surveillance 
coverage he discontinued immediately. it fas discontinued 
at 1:CO p.m., 6/21/63. .

The Attorney General’s notation concerning Hosea 
Williams refers to an Interstate Trancportstio?} of Stolen 
Kotor Vehicles case under investigation by the Bureau 
wherein the principal subject Harold Belton Andrews allege 
he stole four automobiles for subsequent sale to the South 
Christian Leadership Conference headed by Dr. F'artin Lutho 
King, Jr. It whs developed by investigation cue of those 
stolen vehicles had keen in tec pcssossioii of Bosca Willie: 
who is the director of Voter Registration for Hing’s 
crganimaticn. Due to the ramifications involving the Cost: 
Ch?? is tian Leadership Conference and tec civxl rights move:: 
the Criminal Division ci the Department has been directing 
prosecution in this case rather than the U.S. Attorney. 
Following presentation of the case to a Federal Grand Ju??y 
Departmental attorneys Andrews and one other parson were 
indicted, however, Hosea Williams was not indicted.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL ■

2,
. Mr.
1968.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr. Tolson_____ ' •
Mr. DoLoach ._. 1
Mr. Mohr___ ___i
Mr. RzHhoiu___ :
Mr. Ct.spcr.... .....  ?
Mr. Callahan... *
Mr. Conrad . . •

Foie

Tavcl

f

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION '
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Tele. Room...
Miss Holmes..
Mhs Gan«ly...

, By letter dated January 2, 1968, authority was 
requested to institute, a telephone surveillance on the 
national headquarters of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, 330 Auburn Avenue, N,E., Atlanta,. Georgia, 
because its President, Martin Luther King, Jr., had. 
publicly announced he would lead a massive civil disobe­
dience in the nation's Capital in the Spring of 1968. At 
that time it was pointed out that these massive demonstrations 
could trigger riots,

By letter dated January 3, 1968, you declined ■ 
authorization of this installation because, "There has not 
been an adequate demonstration of a direct threat to the 

’national security."

In view of the recent developments in Memphis, 
Tennessee, where King led a inarch that ended in a riot, it is 
reasonable to assume the same thing could happen later this 
month when King brings his "Poor People’s March" ■ 
to Washington, D. C. . .

• King, the day after the Memphis riot, was
conference with his principal adviser and long-time 

' Communist Party member, Stanley Levison, concerning

in
secret 
the

events of the preceding day. King stated he was considering 
calling off the Washington march, Levison advised him to 
continue his plans for the Washington march,

»1 ■
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memorandum for the attorney general .
RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION '

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Despite this violence in Memphis, Levison and 
King are continuing their plans for this massive civil 
disobedience to start the latter part of April, 1968, in 
Washington, D. C. .

In view of the internal security aspect involved, 
authority is requested to install telephone surveillances 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference at its 
national headquarters at the above-listed address and also 
at its local headquarters, 1401 U Street, N.W., Washington, D 
so that we can keep apprised of the strategy and plans of 
this group.

Very truly yours,

ft ^k—r>' rA^J C:-■* —-•-'"■'--^A->^/

John;Edgar Hoover
Director

Approve d____________________

Date___________________________
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Memorandum for Ik J 17. J. Sullivan . ' * -' * ■ ^pJi^ 
Re; MARTIN LUTIIiiii KiNG, Jii.

- COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS ' ' - K 
100-103670 •• • - ' . ‘ J ' 
100-3-116 .

At present there are investigative-type technical 
surveillances in operation and V are awaiting installation. The 
limit is . • . . . •

OBSERVATION: “ * . -

In view of the Attorney General’s request that our coverage 
(be as complete-as possible and because of the.communist influence in 
I the racial movement shown by activities of Stanley Levison and King’s 
: connection with him, it is believed desirable to put all possible 
{coverage on the racial leaders in order to obtain full information.

recolksneation :

That the attached be sent to the Attorney General requestin 
authority to install a technical surveillance on the headquarters of 
the SCLC in Atlanta. .
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Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
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Rosen 
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Mr. Donohue
Mr. Forsyth

the residence of tin Luther
the headquarters of the Southern

Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) in Nev York City. These
surveys indicate it is feasible to install technical surveillances 
on these places with full security.

You will recall that on 7/13/63 the Attorney General 
advised Assistant Director Evans that in view of the possible 
communist influence in the racial situation, he desired that c

i

ation be given to placing a technical survcill
King, Jr., leader 
attorney who is c 
racial, movement, 
was not concerned

d Clarence B
nee on
Jones.

Losely associated with King and involved in 
The Attorney General at that time indicate 
with the reuercussions if it should ever b

York Ci 
. the

known .that such surveillances had been put into effect and that ha.- 
thought it advisable to have complete coverage. However, when such 
a request was made cfthe Attorney General on 7/22/63, he rejected
cover

King resides at 563 Johnson Avenue,’N.E,, Atlanta,'Georgia 
and is president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
330 Auburn Avenue, Atlanta. The New York office of the SCLC/is located 
at 312 West 125th Street, New York City. ; ■ . *: ;

' .—™ R£n? '■ ' /< r C-<- /
King-is closely associated with Stanley Levison, a-concealcd

Member of the -Communist Party, (CPUS.-.) . King has been c 
^^^^^^

5 NG<'
lC-3 ongoing j

1 Clarence B
The Attorney General has approved coverage on StanleyLevison

installations
Jonos, and the Gandhi Society for Hum

Enc.
100-106670
1 - 100-3-116
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r\r CLASSIFIED 
^ EXEMPT KT

e
V

Ine sc

IFICATION
.*.*-o**fyf*»*»*A*

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 

’ RACIAL MATTERS .
100-106S70
100-3-116 . .

of Levison on King as well as Levison’s behind-the-scenes influence 
;in the racial movement. At present there are ^ investigative-type 
i technical surveillances in operation and^gsu are awaiting
1 installation. , The limit is ^| •

OBSERVATIONS: '

In view of the Attorney General’s request that our 
11coverage be as complete as possible and because of the communist 
Hinfluence in the racial movement_shown by'activities' of Stanley 

zi [Levison as'weH” asking’s’connection with him, it is believed 
Ji desirable to put all possible coverage on the racial leaders in • .. ' 

[order to obtain full information. . ,*
----------- ..„..„__ Z/ V 7 I

RECON: lENDATlbN: 1 - • J HM

That the attached be sent to the Attorney General 
requesting authority to install technical surveillances on King’s i
residence in Atlanta, Georgia, and the SCLC headquarters in '
New’York City. - •
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* . UNIT, STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU! >CE
FEDEKAL BUREAU-DF INVESTIGATION

in Hcply, Please liefer tv
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No. (IS) 100-442529
'October 27, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

RE: COMMUNIST. INFLUENCE IN 
' •• RACIAL' MATTERS

• A technical surveillance was instituted on the 
headquarters of the Southern Christian Leadership. Conference,- 
330 Auburn Avenue, Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia, on November S, 
1963. The Southern Christian Leadership Conference is a 
racial-type organization headed by Martin. Luther King, Jr.

This technical surveillance has provided considerable 
valuable intelligence information concerning communist influence 
on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference through King, as 
well as the communist influence evident in the outspoken position 
which King has taken in opposition to the United States foreign 
policy concerning Vietnam. Some examples include the following:

, Information has been furnished relating to contacts
between King and individuals with communist backgrounds such ns 
Stanley David Levison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin, Clarence 
Jones and Randolph T. Blackwell. This information indicates the 
extent of the influence being exerted on King by these individual 
with present and former communist backgrounds. Information thus 
obtained reveals, the part these individuals play in important ' 
policy-making decisions of King relative to his organization; 
assistance which they render King in his writings and speeches 
concerning racial matters;-and the advice and counsel they give 
King in his declarations concerning United States foreign ‘policy’.

• Unless you instruct to the contrary, this technical
surveillance will be continued for an additional six months.

PBClASSII'yMY.fi/S&I^^

Respectfully,

iet___

utomtic

6 NOV15/X5

- GROUP 1 
Excluded fro? 
downsr^iinij ^dnd 
declassification

6 NOV 5 1355
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, < / , W^^ •■. ; ■ 1 - .Mr. DeLoach ’ ' '

;,' HFKifiiS {^CLASSIFIED . ':.■ •. .’ ■ I - mi?s m^s 
" fcKiH^Bm^ .: \ ■ *: £ ££ ^^

(RI) 100-433794 ^np^-ij< . 1 - Mr. Rosams
-^^ .., ■ . ■ ; April 2, 1963 . '

X '• . . . KEilCFJ^^^ FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 1 - Mr. D.M. Mells

RE: a*2?jniST IRFILTRATIOM . ’ : " ■ . -’‘' ’ ;
€ ,/sOOIIEEin 3I1ISTM L&iBERS’IIP C0n?3?a2TC3

^ ^— *« ■ — — * * ■ — "^ * ■'• —*^ *nM. ^t.wt h . r ■ | . i ..■ ■*■ * ,*.*«? ,«^ -* *^ . “ • ' “ •“ ■ ’ ** «,« —- .- ♦

"■ ■ : By letter dated January 2S 1963, authority was
revested to institute a telephone surveillance on the 
national headquarters of the Southern Christian Leadership

’ Conference, 330 Auburn Avenue, 1T.E., Atlanta,’Georgia, 
because its President, Martin'Luther, ICin’, Jr., had 
publicly announced he vould lead a passive civil disobo- 

\ dienes.in the nation’s Capital in the Spring of 1953.' At
\ that tine it ves pointed cut tint these missive demonstration?)/ f
j could tricar riots. v ih./^

^ By letter dated January 3, 1959,-ycv. declined /

authorisation of this installation because, ’’There lacs not
■ teen mi adequate demonstration cf a direct threat to the 
national security.”

o
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?'•.',"'.■■•'<’.■'■ John Edgar Hoover ' , .. • „ • . ‘
• ■ . . ’ " . ? Director • ■" • -. .

' /-pprovcd^  ̂ ’ <;*<'<-' •

••'ILQizr Classified ’’SecLet" since it concerns a technical 
surveillance, the unauthorised disclosure of which could 
result in serious damage to the Bureau security coverage

. >,and to the detriment of national security. ' - .

■’• ' ' This memorandum recomends the installation of a
• telephone surveillance on SCLC's headquarters in Atlanta,

• Georgia, and Washington, D. C., for intelligence-type data 
concerning King’s plans for massive civil disobedience in - 
the nation’s Capital in the Spring of 1963. • .

Sae memorandum G. C. Moore to Mr. U. C. Sullivan 
sane caption, dated 3/29/68 prepared by Dif:7:csm. . •
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; NDTh! ■ •.. st. .-.f. • /. ■ , A- . •_ r .*'•<.' . . •• \ ' :...., ■. ., •’ V < ' ■ -.^

* * • .. • • * h* ' • 1 ” ' *'’" *’"**"•• *’ . • • •• ** . . i •? .• v* * ,.7e^„. *• • ♦ • < ’

o

. V/ ' X? --••; Classified ’Wes'efeT since it. concerns a- technical 
'-'surveillance, the unauthorised disclosure of which could 
. result in serious damage to the Btu*enu’s security cover:^ 

• ' and to the detriment of national security. :" ■■

^^-' -^a-■ ■ ■■; This luGuioranduui reooitmends the installation of 
■.■'telephone surveillance on_SCLC headrirxrters, Atlanta, 

Georgia-,, for intelligence-type data concerning King’s
plans for massive civil disobedience in the Action’s 
Capital and 10 to 15 jyvjcr cities throughout the Nation 
in the Spring of 1950.

• See nionorendin'! C. C, Uooro to V. C. Sullivan,
sme caption, dated ^Cccccibor 29« prepared Vp IMhc-kw,
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■ h.OUTE ^T ENVELOPE

* • • ’ -JWE Juno 2, 1SGS

BY LX Az soil

• .' “ . . 1 ~ Hr« DoLoach
-. ■ . S : • ? ■ 1 - Hr. Bishop

' . ’ . • . • ’ 1 - Mr. Sullivan
. 1 — Hr. G. 0. Moors

Mrs. Mildred Stegall * ~ ^» C. 3* Brennan
The White House . . •■ 1 ^ Mr. L. V. Sai'C:1
Washington, D. C. . * - Hr,' A. V. Gray

Dear Mrs. Stegall: . ' . . •

In accordnnco with the request of Special 
Cour.no! Larry E. ^onplo, there is enclosed a sin-volvso 
file entitled '’Ccasunications ConcerJidiig Martin Litther 
Kir>r'f Jr.” for tin*; President’s information. ..........“ “"......

..’ . Volvas 1 of this filo includes a dote lie J -
table of contents, inferration cor. corning the 3rrstrac­
tions and approval of foraor Attorney Gon^r?! frobort P. 
Kennedy re gar ding electronic arm-veil lane? ccvevar;o in 
this Bur sail’s security investigation cf'Liug,. and a 
sumary of ns tor id cunooi’niri.y coj.vr.v.jist infzv.erojs on 
King and reflating to his «$gO8MGSBMM&SHgQt Vcfiumo 2, 
labeled obscene, coni a in.-:: orrhibitr; Payed to tho nntorinl 
in Volrcia 1. Volnxos 2 arid 4, labeled obsoono, cot for ch 
transcripts of electronic ^■arvoillancoo, VGluaso 5 and G 
contain copies of this fersa’jPr connate.':ticns previsur!? 
sent to officials at ths White House, including.the 
President.. . ' ■
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optional form no. to . .
ilNW. J

UNITED STATIC GO . oR.,MENT

Memorandum '
to ' : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) date: 8/21/62

SAC, NEW YORK (100-149194) -

', COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE
C SOUTHERN»CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

IS-C .

■(00: Atlanta)

ReBulet to Atlanta, 7/20/62, which requested 
NY to furnish the Bureau and Atlanta with observations 
and analysis of the extent of CP influence or infiltration 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)2 

. . CortR souace
On 3/10/61, £^&#2^&^^^

Manufacturers Trust Company, 275 West 125th Street, NYC,
advised that there is an account maintained at this
branch by the SCLC, whose officers are listed as MARTIN
LUTHER KING, President; BAYARD RUSTIN, Secretary; and
STANLEY D. LEVISON, Assistant Treasurer. 

fflfOKlWHT

STANLEY LEVISON and his brother, ROY
•■’ BENNETT, were active JLn (^ ’̂^ S^Sf^VF

TtfofiWfr^^ in October, 1961
that LEVISON continues to ®^^h

^ F^^I^H 
ZHTELLill-EHCtr 
OPERATION

f^F/q)

<7

C2-Bureau (100-438794) <RM) 
2-Atlanta (100-5718) (RM) 
1-New York (100-149194)

EEG:eac

vi

16AUG*231^  5

• • ^FGKidh^T " *
During the/period of February 9-15, 

. 1957, <£S££^^^ that the 16th
National Convention, CP, USA, was held 
in.NYC on February 9-12, 1957, and that 
BAYARD.RUSTIN attended some of-the 
convention sessions a a guest.

El 
£3 

h
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V

NY- 100-149194
• zwMWNr

B^flS

that at a National Negro commission meeting held on 
’ 11/19, 20/60, at.CP Headquarters, 23 West‘26th Street, 

• NYC, TED BASSETT, a representative of "The Worker", ’ .’
stated that the CP is now in the process of placing
members of the Party in key positions in the SCLC.
BASSETT continued by saying that a Western Conference of the 
Christian Leadership is now being formed and a CP member 

.is the leader in this conference. . .
/^A*^^" ' *

'10

390

on 4/30/62.
^

ILStoJV/-'

^*w»*^ ^^^^

'^-’fW advised on 5/2/62, that according to

On 7/2/62, <gg£S^I advised that SERGEANT 
CAULFIELD returned to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, from Atlanta, 
Georgia, on 5/31/62. informant said that CAULFIELD stated 
that he and'JOSE. HUDSON met HUNTER O’DELL in Atlanta,
O’DELL hav: r Mown there from NYC 

w&iWAirr 1
... <^—~. -tated that CAULFIELD paid CP dues
to O’DELL for several CP members from Louisiana. O'DELL
had come to Atlanta regarding organization of the MARTIN 
LUTHER KING movement. O’DELL thought that if an active

- 2 -
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i ^

NY 100-149194 ’ . '••-:.«

MARTIN LUTHER KING movement could be organized in 
Louisiana, the State Senatorial District where CAULFIELD 
resides permanently (Lettsworth, Louisiana), CAULFIELD 
might be furnished as much as $1,000.00 per month to 
promote this movement. The funds are to come from the 
MARTIN LUTHER KING movement and th^ object is to get 
every eligible Negro to register to vote. CAULFIELD 
reportedly met MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., while in Atlanta, 
and discussed with him the voter registration matter in • • 
Louisiana. . -

On 4/27/62, a pretext telephone call was made 
to UN 6-2000, which is the NYC listing for the Committee to 
Defend MARTIN LUTHER KING and' also the listing for the 
SCLC at 312 West 125th Street, NYC. The pretext used was 
that of a person interested in contributing money to the 
KING committee. The person answering the phone during 
the conversation identified himself as JACK O’DELL, and 
furnished^the following information :

. Nis office is the Northern Branch of the SCLC. 
The Committee to Defend MARTIN LUTHER KING, at 312 West 
125th Street, was organized as an “ad hoc" committee to 
assist in the KING defense, when he was the subject of 
court action. When the reason for this committee’s 
being in existence was removed, it was formally dissolved. 
The same personalities them formed the Committee to Aid 
the Southern Freedom Struggle, which is now operated at. 
312 West 125th Street. .

O’DELL stated that’ it would make no difference 
as to whether a person contributing money makes out checks 
payable to the Committee to Defend MARTIN LUTHER KING, the 
SCLC or the Committee to Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle, 
because they are all one and the same. . *

- 3 -
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.; NY-100-149194 WFOftfMT'

j .

011 ^/Sd^^??!* adYlsed that IWERPITTS
O'DELL, who was x^gsegya^^^y^R  ̂ ST I ^
CP, USA, has quit the CP and is officially considered by 
the CP as being out. However, there are no hard feelings 
existing'between O’DELL and the.Payty and he is still .
on good terms with the CP and will work with them.

• EXTREME CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED WITH RESPECT
TO DISSEMINATION OF THE ILYClWuiloyniE^^
Mature 'it tends to identify f^asOh' a valuable inform
aS' the bource "thereof ■IIS IINFORiiATIOH IS OBTAINED

Incorporated, even- in par/
SECTION OFAREPORT. .

INVESTIGATIVE

nnnm^r ZMWnMT

sfio
tMW>
x-viXe^ ••

Current investigation in NYC reflects that O’DELL 
... is spending most of his time in the Atlanta area working •

with the SCLC. He was last reported 
•June, 1962.

• IMWMJT

in the NY area in

of material maintained in 
'.<6 East 39th Street^ NYC.

were the following:’

the office
available photographs 
of STANLEY LEVISON,

Included in these photographs

1. Two checks both dated 12/19/61, bearing
the printed name of the "Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference", 312 West 125th street, NY, NY. These checks ...
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NY 100-149194

are numbered 397 and 399

e

thatLEVISON stated, according

had come to his attention that CLAUDE 
LIGHTFOOT had mentioned that he wanted

. TNFOPMT rue -^ 
1' £*****9^^

to work for me”.

KING liked LEVISON’s suggestion with respect to O’DELL 
taking this position, because KING felt that O’DELL 
must face it sooner or later, stating "that no matter 
what a man was, if he could stand up now and say he is 
not connected, then as far as I am concerned, he is eligible

that HAZEL GRAY is working'again at the SCLC, 312 West 125th 
Street, NYC. ^FC^fi^ , ' «

are numbered 397 and 399, one in the amount of $251.90 
and one in.the amount of $150.00, are marked payable
to J,_ O’DELL, and are signed by STANLEY D. LEVISON.

2. Copy "C" of a Withholding Tax form for 
1961, in the name of JOHN HUNTER O’DELL

/Street, NY, NY, Social Security Number _ 
indicating that he was paid $3,050.00 in 
SCLC, 312 West 125th Street, NYC

: . ^LSUR •

12 West 125th

• LEVISON stated that in a recent conversation with MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, KING said he was thinking of getting another 
administrative assistant. LEVISON stated that in the 

. past LEVISON had not considered it wise for O’DELL to 
take on such a position, but he is the only one who could

. . do the job and should be considered for it. LEVISON stated 
as long as O’DELL did not have the title of Executive

., Director, there would not be "as much lightening flashing
f around hib”. O’DELL could be called a coordinator and 

still fulfill all the duties of Executive Director.
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NY 100-149194
■I

to use HAZEL GRAY and her husband, . - .
. . JOHN GRAY, in the Kings County CP . ’ • ■

' . organization. The informant stated
• that LIGHTFOOT highly recommended the . !

;- , .GRAYS. . ... - ^ ; . “ . -

1 On 3/10/61, MILTON BIROM, Senior Accountant,
• / .Controller’s Office, New York City, Bureau of Excise.Taxes, 

■ 120 West 32nd Street, made available an application for
«/ exemption from the New York City amusement tax, dated ’ •
t 1/23/61, and signed by STANLEY D. LEVISON. The exemption :
, was requested for a "concert" to be given at Carnegie Hall 1
: .• on 1/27/61, for one evening performance. • - j

The name of the applicant was given as the "Committee r 
, to Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle", 312 West 125th Street, ?

an unincorporated association. It is stated that the 
applicant is a non-profit.educational committee which

• has registered with the Charities Registration Bureau in .
.,- Albany and the Department of Welfare in NYC. It says that it 
. employs no professional fund raisers and that neither its 

officers nor executive directors are paid either salaries
•or expenses. ' • • • J

The, "Purposes for which applicant was organized", 
are listed as: .

• "To provide funas for the Southern Christian . i
Leadership Conference to be used for establishment of ’•
constitutional rights•in the South utilizing voting registration ; 
drives, educational meetings, church and synagogue conferences, j 
sit-in techniques, legal actions etc." ■ ' ’

. / .. The, "Activities of the Applicant", are listed as:

. • "Mail solicitations, benefits, meetings, educational
conferences, church collections." •

-6 -
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NY'100-149194 .

• . ’ The, "Source and Disposition of Income", is listed
as: . . . . ■ - ■

"All income less expenses in transmitted to the
’ Southern Christian Leadership Conference or directly paid ’ 

out to sources indicated by the Southern Christian Leader­
ship Conference. Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING is President of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference." .

A "note" attached to the application stated that 
the committee was created by resolution as an unincorporated 
association at an organizing meeting held at the home of 
HARRY BELAFONTE, 300 V/est End Avenue, in June, i960.

The application for exemption from the New York City 
amusement tax was denied by letter 1/31/61, sent to the 
Committee to Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle, 312 West 125th 
Street, attention of STANLEY D. LEVISON. .

NY has considered the above facts and is of the
> opinion that a Cominfil investigation of the NY Chapter 

of the SCLC is warranted, due to the dominant CP influence 
on the executives of the NY Chapter of the SCLC.

. ' NY will conduct no further investigation without
prior Bureau authority . ■ -. t • • . ■

-,7 -
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CONFIDENTIAL

November 3* 1964

Director. FBI 1 “ Mr* Belmont
• 1 - Mr. Mohr

O 1 - Mr. DeLoach
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr. Evans 1 - 1
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - :

1 - Mr. Sullivan
, : 1 - Mr. Baumgardner
A confidential source of this Bureau who has 

furnished reliable information in the past supplied the 
following information on November 2, 1964:

The Acting Attorney General

. Bland .

. Phillies

I

On the morning of November 2, 1964, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., at Atlanta, Georgia, learned of a campaign which 
had been initiated to encourage people to vote for him as a 
write-in candidate for President of the United States during

’■■■]

the election on November 3, 1934. 
several forms, inducting telegrams 
the country; efforts to gain radio 
vote for King; and the circulation 
cities encouraging a vote for King

The campaign was to take 
to Negroes throughout - 
tine to urge people to :- 
of handbills in large_ £

CL

on t

According to this Bureau’s source, King interpreted^ 
the actions described above ns an obvious attempt to cancel 
out the Negro vote and to confuse Negroes in their voting.~ 
King expressed the belief that the campaign was initiated 
by Goldwater forces on the basis that any votes for King 
by Negroes would obviously lessen the number of such votes 
for President Lyndon B. Johnson. King held a press confer­
ence in Atlanta on the morning of November 2, 1964, at which 
ho reportedly told the press of the foregoing and denied 
having any connection with the campaign on his behalf. At 
this conference he urged people not to pay any attention
to the efforts

Thia 
Honorable Bill

The Deputy

a ch

SCO
sd _

H 
'<1

Cb I

1 <

3EE NOTE PAGE TWO

u< i?Q

being expended to have people vote for him

information is also being furnished to the
D. Moyers, Special

Attorney General

-^ 13- JS»J3 J.. Miter; Yeagley -.
■ Assistant Attorney General

oom______

Assistant to the President

. -LEf . Burke. Marshall-.
•0 ''Assistant Attorney Generaly|

CONFIDENTIAL
100-106670

' >.7

NOV '4 196.4 x

MAIL TOOM I------- 1 TELETYPE UNIT

GROW V • -
ExcludedXfrem automatic 
downgrading and ~

1 declassiricatlon /,‘* .;
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The Acting Attorney General

BOTE?

Classified *lCohf identia'l" as information is 
from a sensitive source of the Atlanta Office and while 
most of the information may soon become public, some 
protection of the source is necessary. Information was 
obtained from our Atlanta Office by two telephone calls 
10:45 a.m. and 11:40 a.m., 11/2/64. Sy memorandum 
from F. J. Baumgardner to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 11/2/64 
this information was immediately made known to Bureau 
officials and enabled Mr. DeLoach’s Office to immediately 
alert the White House.
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CONF I AL

November 3

> ED BYs5/^^</U/Z^2C

1964

BY LIAISON

Honorable Bill D. Moyers
Special Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

1 - Mr
I - Hr

Dear Hr. Moyers

Belmont "
Mohr 1 - Mr. Baumgardner;
DeLoach 1 - Mr. Bland
Evans 1 - Mr. Phillips 
Hosen 
Sullivan

A confidential source of this Bureau who has 
furnished reliable information in the past supplied the 
following information on November 2, 1964:

Mr

The campaign was to take 
to Negroes throughout 
tine to urge people to 
of handbills in large

Mr

ION

:

<.; On the morning of November 2, 1964, Martin Luther
King, Jr., at Atlanta, Georgia, learned of a campaign which 
MEtT-beeh initiated to encourage people to vote for him as a 
write-in candidate for President of the United States during
the election on November 3, 1334. 
several forms, including telegrams 
the country; efforts to gain radio 
vote for King; and the circulation 
cities encouraging a vote for King

According to this Bureau’s source, King interpreted 
the actions described above as an obvious attempt to cancel 
out the Negro vote and to confuse Negroes in their voting. 
King expressed the belief that the campaign was initiated 
by Goldwater forces on the basis that any votes for King 2\ 
by Negroes would obviously lessen the number of such vota^ 
for President Lyndon B. Johnson. King held a press confer­
ence in Atlanta on the morning of November 2, 1964, at w^ich^ 
he reportedly told the press of the foregoing and denied^ 
having any connection with the campaign on his behalf. 'At 
this conference he urged people not to pay any attention 
to the efforts being expended to have people vote for ^im.

' This information is also being furnished, to 
officials of the Department of JustAc^ ^^-/^^ 6 ^ 

■ z _
Sincerely

JTIAL

SFPjbgc|
<ii> Li

1 MA-’L^QOM C3. TELIT!

100-106670

SEE NOTE PAGE 2 I Gro 
Excluded 
downgradii 
declassif

yout^-^ -
6fs> 41 ov - '4 ■ $$^

on automatic 
and
Sa^lONAL SECURITY INFORM

U*«■ ji-jmed Disclosure
-. .Subject to CrinwaaLSaiK4ions-- ’
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CONFIDENTIAL

Honorable Bill D. Moyers
Special Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

NOTE:

Classified ’’Confideirtlal^ as information is 
from a sensitive source of the Atlanta Office and while 
most of the information may soon become public, some 
protection of the source is necessary. Information was 
obtained from dur Atlanta Office by two telephone calls 
10:45 a.m. and 11:40 a.m. 11/2/64. By memorandum from 
F. J. Baumgardner to W. C. Sullivan 11/2/64 this information 
was immediately made known to Bureau officials and enabled 
Mr. DeLoach’s Office to immediately alert the White Bouse.
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-s^BATE: 2/12/62

-‘--’Transmit the following via ATRTEL'

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100 - )

TRON: SAC, NEW YORK (100-136585)

SUBJECT: DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
SM-C (00: Atlanta) JR‘- ^aci^ T^^f^ t^sTf"!? ^^^ ^w^ (yi^

DECL&SSIEI 
Off

by^M^

1^^

as follows:

4-Bureau (100- ) (RM)
(1-100-392452) (STANLEY LEVISON)

- ■ - ■ * 'DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.)' 1-Atlanta (ICO- 
«a^^W«aK 
^.-NY ICO-nilSO (

(RM)

$
VISCN} (415)

’OKMATIONATIONAL FSCcT
Unautr"i7s

Subject to Cr

J^’s-f 
Ei

ACBtume
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NY 100-136585 3 p ^
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UNHED STATES GvvWnMENT

MemJranujim
=Mr. W c- ^^fc/? DATE: 1-17-69

OPE

TROM- :Mr. G C. Moo
1 - Mr
1 - Mr
1 - Mr

C 
w. 
T.

D
C
E

SUBJECT: MARTIN 
RACIAL

G.

DeLoach 
Sullivan 
Bishop

Bishop —. 
Cjspnt _  
CoHoSto 
Conrad _  
Fill____  
Calc —— 
Rosen X 
SulhvrhzS 

Tavoi
Troudr — 
Tele. Pooi 
Holmes — 
Gandy -----

LUTHER KING JR ^ " Mt. G. C. Moore .
MATTERS ■ ALL INFORMATION CONTAIWED t. J. Deakin/ /

; ;. HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED **»«-(>/ iQil

C. Moore

Martin
• It is recommended attached"1'document regarding 

Luther King, Jr. be furnished President-elect Nixon
and the Attorney General designate, after the inauguration, 
in view of the agitation by .some individuals and groups tha 
King’s birthday be made a national holiday.

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference, formed 
by King, held demonstrations on January 15, 1969, King's 
birthday, to urge that that date be made a national holiday. 
According to press accounts, Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy and 
other prominent Negroes met with President-elect Nixon on 
January 13, 1969, and Abernathy then urged Nixon to make King's 
birthday a national holiday. ’ . .

Attached document, briefed down to half the length 
of the last write-up of King’s career, sets out the extensive 
communist influence on King and details his

It is felt we should aim to have the attached"^ 
document regarding King ready for delivery to President Nixon 
and the Attorney General on Thursday, January. 23, 1969, in 
view of the inaugural events scheduled between now and that 
date. Upon approval of attached document, ,p_pp_ropriate transmitt 
letters will be prepared._and the_docment_wi 11.be.printed..,• When 
printed, the document will be classified "Top Secret."

^S™E7h c J« 23 WO

4 That this document ^a Xerox-copy of the original and
’ fellow file copy are attached) be approved for dissemination by

letter to President Nixon at the White House and.to the .
Attorney General. .

TJD:sd p'W £\-u

Enclosure
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- DK^SSIFIED BY5R3/fc/L<y^5 

^22/^^^.
December 2, 1964

Honorable Dill D. 
Special Assistant 
The White Douse 
Washington, D. C.

Moyers . 
to the President

Dear Hr. Hoyers:

BY LIAISON
1 — Mr. Delmont
1 - Mr. Mohr
1 — Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Evans
1. - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. Eland
1 - Hr, Daur: rar da er
1 - Mr. Phillips

■ I thought that the President would Like to have
tho following iniorr.atioa concerning Carrin Lutner“King, Jr. , 
ibich Tin o..M.:ca iron cc.-.ruvatiai i-^rces >;.□ ..a.e 
supplica reliable information in the past.

"toS‘^^ infobkation i
Subject to brinuB'il ’

><^.u^tui Sanctions

V

)i. PH ’Cd

^ Jones, in the mid-1953’s, held a position of ., t 
leadership in the Labor Youth League, an organization which ■ L 
has been designated as subversive pursuant to Executive > ;
Order 10453. -

3 '/ As of July, 1963
the Communist Party, U3A.

Levison was a secret member of
Wachtel is the

President of the Gandhi Society for Human 
raisin;' adjunct of tho Southern Christian 
Conference, which Conference is headed by

Executive Vice > 
Rights, a. fund-*-' 
Leadership
King. On March 5

1944, a source of this Bureau advised that Wachtel’s name 
was on a list of names, significance not known, maintained 
at the headquarters of tho Kings County Communist party, 
New York. The same source also advised on March 5, 1944, 
that the name of Wachtel’s vile, Leonora, was maintained 
on a list of names of newly elected officers of tho Lath 
Beach. CIpb.of the Kings County Coruauniat'party, New York.
100-195^70

SEP:fid A ‘ 
(W V >

-t

Grew 
Exclude 
downgra

from 
.ng am

SE

t orotic

declasaificatio
•wr

OZE PAGE TWO ^ ,

3 I 1S64

3
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Honorable Bill D. Hoyers

Ristin is a former member of the Young Communist 
League, an organization which has been designated as subver­
sive pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

This information is also being furnished to other
officials of the Government.

NOTE: Sincerely yours,_
/ £^^^.

». Classified "Se^jtet" as the/information is from
highly sensitive sources'such as f^i^W^ The unauthorized 
disclosure of this iziomarion could affect the security 
of those sources rho are of continuing value and Thus -----  
possibly be injurious to the national defense. Infomation 
obtained iron hTtel 11/25/64 and ATtel 11/27/64. Lissenination 
to the military intelligence agencies being mace by separate 
communication.
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Jn Reply, Please Refer to

FUcNo. 100-10GG70

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

July 23, 1953

ME1D11AKDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
SECURITY EASTER - COihiUNIST

Martin lAither King, Ji*., resides at 563 Johnson 
Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia, and. is tho President of tho 
Southern Christian Leadership Con ;eronce, SOO Auburn Avenue, 
Atlanta, Georgia. Ho is closely associated.with Stanley 
Levison, a eo..coaled rx^bcr of tho Colonist Party, UJA. 
Levison has described Hing ’

^r)f>rhiJ^ Pares tn ^nj^h'^prrry . 
OP^AV/oru J v

Pursuant to your request that in vie?/ of the 
possible co simii/Jt influence in the racial situation con­
sideration be given to placing a technical surveillance on 
King, it is rouvested Wat autao.ri ty be granted to place a 
technical surveillance on King at his current residence or 
at any future address to which ho cay move. It is further 
requested that authority bo granted to place a technical 
surveillance on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
of which King is President or at any future address to which 
it nay bo moved.

Respectfully,

APPROVED

DATE

NATION’ fKUPrrv

Subject to Criminals ' '
auctions

GROUP hA
Excluded from, automatic 
downgrading anh^ 
declassif1cation

!
V
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In Reply, Please Refer to

File Ko. 100-106670

• SECRET j

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

July 23, 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST

Martin Luther King, Jr., resides at 563 Johnson 
Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia, and is the President of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 330 Auburn Avenue 
Atlanta, Georgia. He is closely associated with Stanley 
Levison, a concealed member ox the Communist Party, USA.' 
Levison has described King ......

^n$i±n/Ce ^0^'1 ^n ^nt^il^pccj
©Pe.te.AT/OiU

request that in view of the • > : 
possible communistrinfluence in the racial situation con­
sideration be given to placing a technical surveillance on 
King, it is requested that authority be granted to place a 
technical surveillance on King at his current residence or 
at any future address to which he may move. It is further 
requested that authority be granted to place a technical • 
surveillance on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
of which King is President or at any future address to which 
it may be moved. .

DATE

Respectfully,

NATIOMAL KKWITY INFORM 
Unauthorised

Subject to Criminal Sanctions

SECRET_______
CROUP 1 y

Excluded from/automat10 
downgrading /nd^ - 
declassification
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NOTE: See memo Sullivan to Belmont 10/15/63 re: COMMUNISM
and the negro Movemen

SECRET
^tr. Sullivan.___

CDB/kw:bb

jUr. Mohr______  
ptr- Casper____  

""“I Callahan_

“‘llRoorn_____
^nss Huhnes___  
pliss Gandy____

Mr. DeLoach___  
klr. Evans_____  

tale__
W‘oscn_____

automatio

Category-*^ -y 
Date of Dec’as^icJ^ion Indefinite

October 16, 1933

y

"^bolson___ —

CRET

.1 - Plastiplate
1 - Yellow file copy
’ ' T ^T”* 1 - Mr. Evans
1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. Bland
1 - Mr. Baumgardner
1 - Section tickler

COMMUNISM AND THE NEGRO MOVEMENT- 
A CURRENT/ANALYSIS

. DECLASSIFIED^ 
OS ‘

Classified by.
Exempt front G}^

CURRENT ANALYSIS. CDB/dww-

GROUP
Secluded fr 
downgrading |i 
ieclassiflea
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Introduction

The racial unrest in the United States is currently the target 
for a determined concentration of communist effort.1 Communists are using 
every means possible to divert the course and force of the unrest into support 
of communist objectives* Long-range communist strategy locks to the estab­
lishment of a Negro-labor coalition which the communists hope to be able to 
manipulate as a powerful political-action weapon. Using this weapon, they 
aim to provoke class struggle and promote legislation which can serve as 
a step toward a communist system of government*2

At first glance, the communist goal may seem unrealistic. But it 
develops x’eallstic potential when all aspects of current communist tactics 

- • being used in connection with ths current racial situation are viewed in their 
totality. More, it constitutes a serious national security problem in light of 
the fact that the individual playing a most dominant role as a leading spokesman 
for ths estimated 20 million Negroes in this country today is knowingly, 
willingly, and regularly co-operating with and taking guidance from communists. 
This individual-rMartin Luther Ling—is using the communists and, in turn, 
is being used by them in an unholy alliance that could have serious consequences 
both for the Negro movement and this Nation. { /A

Hand in Hand

The composite of information available about Martin Luther King 
depicts an unprincipled, opportunistic individual, as well as a man considered, 
and described within the Communist Party as a Marzust.3

In ICing's rise to national prominence since his leadership of the bus lift 
boycott by Negroes in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1956? he has been closely 
allied with communists. He has shown not only a willingness but even an 
eagerness to accept communist aid, to support communist causes? to 
associate and confer with prominent communist leaders, and to work closely. -\ 
with and rely upon.the advice and guidance of dedicated communists with . vM 
concealed affiliations, despite the fact that they have been identified reliablvApQ 
to him as such?

• Since 1958, communists close to King have blended their actions
• skillfully into his organisation, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 

(SCLC), and have done so clearly with his approval*

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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A Dedicated Communist

One of the Individuals, for example, who have greatly facilitated 
King’s rise to prominence in recent years is Stanley David Levison. Ostensibly 
only a New York City attorney and successful businessman who has been helping 
King, he also is a shrewd, dedicated communist and is known as such by Kingra ■I

■ Levison lias dedicated his life to advancing the cause of communism *
in this Nation. Since the late 1940’s, he has led a double life for the Communist 
Party, necessitated by a highly clandestine role with which he was entrusted to 
raise and handle secret funds used by the Party to finance part of its activitiezs

Operating in this clandestine role for years through a maze of business 
enterprises as head of a group of concealed Party members—a croup which 
included his twin brother, who goes by the name of Roy Bennett—Stanley Levison 
turned over thousands of dollars to the Communist Party P Just in the Jwo-year 
period covering 1956 and 1957, the group raised $66,099 for the I 
1956, the group has turned over more than #0'9,000 to the Party.-

’’The Time Is Now’

Alliance with Hing
' 15Levison n-ravtintod to ■MavHn T.iiih<a^ ir-Hr^c. or^cdCCtlCC in 195? and 

applied equal dedication in support of ..King’s activities. He quickly developed a 
close personal relationship with King. By 1958, he was referred to as King's 
"Assistant Chief'and was described as a real-estate man who spent half by 
time helping King.b In 1961, he was Assistant Treasurer of the SCLC. ^

In his support of King’s activities since 1956, Levison has expended 
prodigious efforts in King’s behalf. He has actively involved himself in fund­
raising drives for King, served as his legal counsel in certain matters, 
prepared speech material for him, worked on the mechanics of some of the 
dwnonstrtftTOhsli^ involved, guided him in regard to acceptance
or rejection of various public appearances and speaking commitments, and 
helped him with matters related to articles and books liing has prepared.1®

• Levison also played an important role in the evolvement of plans
that led to the March on Washington on August 28, 1963. Originally Negro
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leaders# principally A. Philip Randolph# President of th© Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters and bead of the Negro American Labor Council, had............. ■ 
proposed a march on the Nation’s Capital sometime in th© rail of 1963.
Subsequently# after consulting with Levison, who agreed that ’the time is now# ”20 
Martin Luther King seized the initiative and secured the cooperation of the other 
Negro leaders in backing King's proposal far an earlier nweh--a move that P$t\ 
King squarely in ths forefront of th© events as they developed. ’ = - ■ .:

Financial Support ...... • ■ . .:. ■. .

. Part of King’s great dependence on Stanley Levison is attributable to 
... ths money Levison has furnished him. Jame^^* Wood, who worked fra the 

SCLC as Public Relations Director from 1969 until he resigned in ISSajkhas 
advised tint during that period Levison acted primarily as King’s business 
manager and donated large sums of money to him when funds wore low?4 He 
said Levison was very close to King# had his confidence completely, and was 
one of the few people who could get King alone, give him advice, and always^ ~ 
have It accepted.25 ^(Ul
Bu^CTimsO^UjjQ' ' ' . j ;

AwyMitiw* < via wyt»£-*\ti(' f*r\vv«vv%ivn4a4 w^ufioo p^krl^o T^lwr Yi^ci w*a14a/9 /wi <o u •
Hunter Pitts O’DeH. Long active in the communist movement, O’Dell worl^d I . 
for a number of years as a district organizer for the Communist Party in . ; 
Louisiana. In December, 1959, at the Party’s last National Convention# ho • 
was elected a member of the Party's National Committee under a pseudonym.26 j. 
In I960, at which time he was working as the assistant to James Jackson, the L 
Communist Party’s National Secretary for the South, O’Dell also began to 
work actively in support of Martin Luther King’s movement.2' - .

There are two important points that should be noted in connection 
with O’Dell’s gravitation to King’s movement. Early in I960, it was learned 
that efforts were being made by the Party to get O’Dell into a special type of 

' activity. About Lie same time,, a Party official stated that the Party was in a 
position to place people in Martin Luther King’s organization, the SCLC. 
Subsequently, in 1261, O’Dell was made administrator of the SCLCs New York 
office. Li addition, two other Party members, liazel^ay and Loretta Ranker, 
worked there under O’Dell at one time or another. f^CK
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Activities Blended • .

The operations of the SCLC's New York office illustrate how com­
munists blended their activities into support of King. A major function of the 
office is the solicitation of funds for King through letters mailed out over his 
signature?1 K appears, for example, that the mailing list for one such solid- 
tation was that used by the publishers of the ’’National Guardian," a weekly, .. \ 
publication whic^hss been cited as "a virtual official propaganda arm of \*^/ 
Soviet Russia."32 r • ... ' x

Another incident shows how the communists blended King’s activities 
into support of their own objectives. Early in May, 1962, the Party’s leader, - 
Gus Hall, directed another Party functionary to select a full-time Party member 
for a special assignment In the South?4 The member selected was Hosea Herman . 
Hudson?^** New York, and, later that month, he attended a Party meeting in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. ...

TwofoldPurpose

At the meeting, Hudson announced that he had come to organize full­
time Party members to do both Party work and mass-organization work. The 
purpose was twofold—to dAvoinr* ~crufts for the Party and get all eligible -4M 
Negroes registered to vote?6 . •

I-

Hudson told an individual unaware of the underlying communist 
purpose in the voter registration drive that the mo^ar for the mass organization 
work would come from Martin Luther King’s group. However, confidentially he 
told two Party members that the Party had appropriated the money for the work. 
How the Party intended to funnel the money through King’s group was revealed
when Hudson arranged for the Party’s Baton Rouge area leader, Sargeant Caulfield, &
to meet O’Dell in Atlanta several days later, at which time O’Dell told Caulfield
he would pay him $1000 a month to organize the work. Although Caulf ield was 
unable to work full time in this capacity, O’ Dell is known to have worked active!
for several months spearheading the voter registration drive for the SCLC in 
the South. (NY airtel 8/10/62 re Hunter Pitts O’ Dell)

This fitted nicely into the communists’ scheme of things. Only a 
month before, Caulfield had instructed Party members in his area to conceal 

• their Party affiliations and join mass organizations interested in the integration 
movement. They were told to urge complete voter registration for all members 
of the groups and, then, to maintain close contacts with the leaders of these / H \ 
groups to influence them to follow the Party line. L w 7

•4 .* ^
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O’M's Exposure f$0 •.• . . .

, An opportunity for the communists to put O’Dell directly on the scene 
permanently in regard to the voter registration drive arose in June, 13G24°when 
King mentioned to Levison that he was thinking of adding an administrative 
assistant to his staff. Levison recommended O’Dell, who was still serving f 
as head of the SCLC’b Nev/ York office, and King said he liked the idea, It 1st 
Clear that, at the time, King was well aware of O’Dell’s communist affiliations

5 5

/Subsequent to Levison’s proposal! O’Dall went to Atlants, to work for 
the SCLC and used the name J. H. C’bsll^Bat in October, 1362, several newstJ^j ■ 
paper articles exposed his connection with the SCLC and his communist-affiliations. •

Kind's Reaction ■

King reacted by trying to minimize O’Dell’s role with the SCLC. He 
said most of O’Dell’s work bad been in th® North and simply involved mailing 
procedures. He also tried to imply ignorance of any communist affiliations on1

O’Dell’s “temporary resignation** consisted of his return fro ^n^ York, 
z±^rv hi tuKL^ad to operate out of the SCLC’b office^ He remained there 
until July, 1233,-when King advised him his ’temporary resignation" was being (^ 
made permanent, not, as King put it, because ths SCLC inquiry had disclosed ; 
any present connections between O’Dell and ths Communist Party but because of \ 
ths emotional public response/^

Reluctant Action

_ Yet it is known that, prior to bls action in making O’Dell’s resignation 48 
permanent, King not only had indicated h© know of O’Dell’s communist affiliations 
but actually had received information on two separate occasions from unimpeach­
able sources that O’Dell was definitely a communist. In feet, if can ba said i 
King took action on O’Dell reluctantly and only after being urged to do so m 
urgently and emphatically by high level and; again, unimpeachable autoariiy?y la [ 
addition, even after O’Dells ’’permanent resignation" was acce; 
to have transacted business for the SCLC later the same month:

h
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