


Dr. King had only been gleaned fram sporadic reports,

and this particular report to the Director was provided
by Division 6.which had responsibility for ecivil rights N
matters. '

In the beginn:_'mg of 1962, the FBI started and
rapidly continued to gravitate toward Dr. King. 'I;h'e
sequence of events has already been reported in some
detail by the Senate Select Committee as well as in the
Robert Murphy Report which you received in March, 1976.
The task force in its review of pertinent documents con-
firms ‘these reports.

In essence, the Director commmicated to Attorney
General Kemmedy during 1962 and 1963 a host of memoranda
concerning the interest of the Commmist Party in the
civil rights movement, and, in particular, Dr. King's
relationship with attorney Stanley David Levison and
Hmter Pitts 0'Dell whom the FBI had tabbed as members
of the Commmist Party. As a result of the deep interest
in civil rights affairs by the Attorney General and by the
Kermedy Administration, these FBI reports had the effect
of alaming Robert Kennedy and affecting his decisions on (, %(u)
the national level.

The net effect of the Bureau memoranda nearly

culminated in the summer of 1963 when Attorney General
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Rermedy suggested cansidexation of technical suxveillance

on Ki:ng' and the SCIC (HQ 100-~106670-3631), Previocusly,

the bulk of FBL intelligence on Dr. King was secured by
technical surveillance of Levison and from FBI informants
close to Levison and his associates. .However, when Attorney
General Kermedy was @ﬁmted shortly thereafter with the
Director's request for such surveillances, he reconsidered
his suggestion and denied the request (HQ 100-106670-165,
171). Attorney General Kemmedy as well as several other
beparumt officials were sincerely concerned with King's
association with alleged cammunist members since proposed

civil rights legislation was then very vulnerable to the

- attack that communists were influencing the direction of the

civil rights movement. Yet, an affirmative prbgram to
gather intelligence with King as the subject was still
considered ill-advised. However, a significant turn of
events within the circles of the FBI hierarchyA would soon
reverse the Attorney General's decision, and without his
knowledge the FBI would also launch an illegal counter-

intelligence program directed to discredit and neutralize wu]

the civil rights leader.

Director Hoover's demeanor toward Dr. King has been
well publicized and is summarized below. Certainly, as
the task force determined, this played a-vital role in
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that commmist infiltration "has not reached the point

of control or domination.' The Director curtly ccunented

that ""Certainly this is not true with respect to the

~ Levison, King connection' (1dan) . One could now foresee (w(a)

that Dr. ng would be closely watéhed by FBI personnel.

In October, 1963, the Directdr forwarded a request |
to the Attorney General for technical surveillance of
Dr. ng's residence and the SCLC office in New York City.

This time the FBI received authorization for technical

- surveillance and it was instituted almost immediately.

In ‘éddition, the FBI had prepared a new analysis on.
commmist involvement in the Negro movement (Commurism
and the Negro Movement, October 16, 1963, App'. A, Ex. 12).
A cover memorandum of this analysis written by Assistant
to the Director A. H. Belmont to Associate Director Clyde
A. Tolson reads:

""The attached analysms of Oonmunlsm
and the Negro Movement is highly
explosive. It can be regarded as

a personal attack on Martin Luther
King. There is no doubt it will
have a heavy impact on the Attorney
General and anyone else to whom we
“disseminate it ... This memorandum
may startle the Attorney General,
particularly in view of his past
association with King, and the fact
that we are disseminating this out-
side the Department' (Memo from
Bélmont to Tolson,. October 17, 1963,
App. A, Ex. 13).
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. Bureau files indicate that the FBL may have also

- attempted to help the e:xef:ut:tve branch in its efforts to
‘deal with Abernathy after King's death, In a memo to
Associate Director Tolson, Director Hoover related a
telephone conversation with former Vice President Agnew
in which Mr. Agnew expressed concern over the '"inflammatory"
statements which Abernathy had made. The Vice President
was seeking information from Hoover which could be useful
in destroying the credibility .of Rev. Abémathy. Hoover
agreed to the reqﬁest; (HQ 100-106670-Unrecorded serial,
" Hoover to Tolson, May 18, 1970). We did not find what
information, if any, was forwarded to the Vice President.

| Finally, in the Stanley Levison file we discovered that
an ongoing illegal activity against Mr. Levison during the
years 1954 to 1965 was also used by the Bureau specifically
in relation to King. In 1954, the FBI began a series of
surreptitious entries into the New York City business office
of Stanley David Levison, who. became a close advisor of
Dr. King. The files indicate there were approximately 30
such entries (designated as NY 1300-S*) up until March 27,
1965. The Bureau in the review of its indices was unable
to locate records 6f any entries after this date on Levison
or any entries onto the premises of Dr. King or his other -)

associates. - C
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SECRET

Lori Hértmann
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001

Our review of the 1 page and the 3 page documents
determined that the information attributable to the FBI no
longer warrants classification.

The researcher may submit an appeal from any denial
contained herein by writing to the Office of Information and
Privacy, United States Department of Justice, Flag Building,
Suite 570, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, within sixty days
from receipt of this letter. The envelope and letter should
be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal” or
"Information Appeal”.

We are returning the documents to you.

Any questions with regard to this review may be
directed to Supervisory Paralegal Specialist, Anna L. Miller,
FTS(202)324-0446.

Enclosures (3)

' SECRET
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SEC%?é

Mr. Steven D. Tilley
College Park, Maryland

The document is appropriately marked and is returned to you
with your letter.

The requester may submit an appeal from any denial contained
herein by writing to the Office of Information and Privacy,
United States Department of Justice, Flag Building, Suite 570,
Washington, D.C. 20535, within 60 days from receipt of this
letter. The envelope and letter should be clearly marked
"Freedom of Information Appeal" or "Information Appeal."

Any questions regarding this request may be directed to
Paralegal- Specialist Leonard Alston, (202) 324-0448.

Enclosures (2)
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Steven D. Tilley
College Park, MD 20740-6001

The document identified as NND 992018-4 continues to
warrant classification at the "SECRET" level pursuant to
Executive Order (EO) 12958, Section 3.4(b)(1l). This document
has been appropriately marked with a date for declassification
to be determined by the originating agency.

The researcher may submit an appeal from any denial
contained herein by writing to the Office of Information and
Privacy, United States Department of Justice, Flag Building,
Suite 570, Washington, DC 20530-0001, within sixty days from
receipt of this letter. The envelope and letter should be
clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal” or "Information
Appeal."”

We are returning the documents to you.
Any questions with regard to this review my be
directed to Supervisory Paralegal Specialist, Anna L. Miller,

FTS (202)324-0446.

Enclosure (11)
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. . : ‘ « 5 CELAL .
National Sp-icCiNs
ATCIOZU@S at College Park

July 20, 1999

Mr. Kevin O'Brien

Chief, FOI/PA Branch

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Room 6296

10th & Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20535

Re: Requestor's Name: Nancy F. Lyon
Project Number: NND 992018

Dear Mr. O'Brien:

Under the terms of the mandatory review provisions of Executive
Order 12958, Nancy Lyon has requested access to four documents from
the the Abe Fortas Collection which we believe may be of interest
to your agency. Enclosed are copies of Ms. Lyon's request letter
and of the items for your review for possible declassification.

Please specify the number of days in which the researcher, if
necessary, may appeal your agency's decisions. We will notify the
researcher that your agency's time limitations for an appeal will
commence from the date of NARA's letter to the requestor.

Send your review determinations, including all sanitization
instructions, to this office and refer to our project number NND
992018. The National Archives will notify the researcher of your
decisions and of any appeal rights. If you have any questions
regarding this case, please contact Herb Rawlings-Milton on (301)
713-6923 and cite our project number.

Sincerely,

Lot !)m@

STEVEN D. TILLEY
Chief, Access and FOIA Branch
Declassification and Initial Processing Division

Enclosures

Becomes UNCLASSIFIED Upon
Removal of Enclosures
L FBI INFORMAT! on CONTAINED

{ ALl (;\_}\SS\F 406
SEGRET ot

National Avchives and Recoyds Administration
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Rawlings-Milton -
Page 2 _ ) -
July 14, 1999

Thank you again for your assistance, and we look forward to receiving a decision on these four
documents. ' ‘

Sincerely,

* Nancy F. Eyon
Archivist
Manuscripts and Archives
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- Call from FBI to KIXX CIA Watch Office on 8 May, 1965

" On 7 May the “Minister.without Po#ffolio"‘ih the'r;bel'regime,
Ramon Ledesma Perez, c;lled Juan Bosch in Puerto Rico., Ledesma
stated that "things were about the same and we believe we caﬂ
. ‘control the situation.” Bosch §tated he was conce?ned that the
"constitutionalists" were not moving'into the ;nterior fast enough
and urged that‘thg'"syndicates"=b§ contacted. Bosch criticized
the manner in which'Radio Santo Domiﬁgo was being haﬁdled and
said that radio was more important than 100 tanks. He urged
that the radio make appeais to th§ interior areaﬁand agsured
Ledesma that he would cvntiﬁue to send,fapes fof Broidéasts.

Bosch said thatCaamgno'must pake eVeryvcffort.ﬁo deny
the Commhﬁiétllabel;A~H¢ élso suggested that Cpamano send cables
to the OASvaﬁd Latin American press protesting the '"US intervention
and viol;tionvof pominican rights." -

Bosch stated tﬁat fhé Latin American press aqd'publié opinion
"is on our side! He urged that a supreme court mﬁst be organized

énd‘composed of "our own young lawyers., In additicn he said that

| BC'#ASSH;?Z”‘? i SPA ALM[TE

D
LA /YL | ————
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Congress must pass a resolution saying that it is in control of the situation
and ‘send the rcsoluﬁion to Latin A_mcricanx governments,

Bosch asked how the economic situation was and if the stores
had opened. He was told that the streets were being cleaned and

business activity would be resumed on orders from the rebel government.
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CALL FROM FBI TO CIA WATCH OFFICE ON 8 MAY 1965

The FBI learned that the niinister of Foreign Relations for
the rebsl Caamano government, Jottin Cury, called Juan Bosch on 7 May,
During the convsrsation, Bosch insﬁructed Cury to appoint Claudio
Carrén: as special delegate to the French Governmsnt so that if france
should regognize the Caamano ruglmy he could take the proper actions

Bosch asked Cury about the status of negotlatlons with the
OAS conéerning the safe-passage to the Dominican Republic for Lt.

Col, Rafael Tomas Fernandez Dominguez, rebellIintérior Ministeri': He

‘also r;ised the same point concerning Jacabo Mujlubta, a leading member

of Bosch's Dominican lbvﬁlutionary Party, as wsll as several other peqplg,
_ including Bosch's niece. |

Cury informed Bosch that the roiel government had nsws that a
group ol oid .politicians, evidently including formor prasident Rafasl
Bonnslly, werse trying to establish a Verm=nb in Santiago de los
Caballeros, Bosch told the minister that what now nesdsd to be done
was to go to the interior to find aqditonal help for the "cause."

The minister also iuformed Bosch that Martinez Francisco,
secretary general of the Dominican Revolutionary Pérty{PRDﬁ,:and;Maximo
Lovaton, also a PRD membar, wore ssrving a mediators but that “we are not
in a poéiéion'ts negotiate any of the positions proposed by the North
Anzricans through these “two,.m
| | During the convarsation, Buscn instructed the minis£er to
got‘rid‘of the "vagabonds,!

The FBI also learncd that on 5 May Bosch called Santo Domingo and
rave orders that Caonsbo Javier Castillo, probably a.leading menbar of the
Soplal Christian Revolutionary P arty, be named as "spscial ambassador" to
2T .

Chile and that Javier alse be sent to Brazil on a "confidantial" mission for

Bosch,

10)3:“* ASSIFIEy B;_ SP2 ALMIIG
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: .In connection with the use of micropnone .
survei]la.nces it is Irequently necessary to leasc a Special telephono
-line'in order to monitor such a siurveillance.. These situations
occur when 1t is 1mp0551ble to locate a secure momuormn pomn,

‘. Even though a specml telephone lmc is udhzea, Uus activf“y in
RO wWay involves any interception of telephonic commumm‘uon and -
;is not a telephone tap, : :

’, company on each occasmn whm a spe cml tel epnone hne is ]eased o _/ '
the FBI. It is required that such a lease arrangement be with the
-approval of the Attorney General. _In the past we have restricted

the utilization of leased lines in New York City to situations involving
telephom, taps all of which have i oeon approved by the Attorney Cene“o.l

We have not prevmusly usod leased lines in co*mecuo'l
Wlth mlcrophone surveillances because of certain technical difficulties - -
which existed in New York City, These techniczl difficulties have,
‘howeyer, now been overcome: If we are permitted {o use leased telephon
-‘,lmes as a.n achunct to our microphone su:veﬂlanccs tlu., < f‘)O o cove.a,'e

"/'Apmoved. Z jz ,,,/ /
ek "
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