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Mcmorandum to Mr. Rosen * : o

- ——

Martin Juther Xing, Jr. T '
il Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., prominent integrationist
who led bus boycott in Montgomery, Aiabama and “sit-in demonstra-
tions,™ has been associated with National Assocxa;xon for_the
Advancement of Colored:People and Congress of Racial Equality. Xing
has not been investigated by fhghg%;;’//

o AR g A ) .
. “Burcau “files’ eveal: King‘fﬁ?nked Socialist Workers Party
‘ (cited by Attorney Geacial) 'for support of bus boycott; attended
meetings of Progressive Party (cited by Subcommittec of Senate
Judiciary Comnittee); and was honorary chairman ¢f Young Socialist
League campaign on behalf of victims of racist terror.

A

3
.

. "King in 1950%s mentioned as’potential victim of assassin-
ation plot and in_1957 attended.Coumunist Party training school.
sceminar and reportedly gave closing specch, King President of
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen’ ‘ o ~ .

-
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Southern Christian Leadership Conference (to fgrthgr Negro Egzgs
registration) and advised "Tne Clyzlqughts~lax.t.ésBmcqg:g% :
unless we. go out and maxe use of 1t, g1ng.thankgl gnlid1.he
’Davis Jr,, Communist Party official; for g;vxngGO qod.\mcni e
tes 3a a hospital following assault. XKing in 19¢ %“'liitﬁéizca
Ysupport for Committee to Secure Justice for Mo§é§§ obe 1 (eited
by louse Committee on Un-American Activ ties (liC ;?_a; c §§ ax
front) and in 1961 wrote article in "The hat{qn wx;g “catfc"dcd
for integrationa of FBI to help speed intcgration. King atten
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neetings with integration leaders in Montgomery, Alaggmd, 5-21-61.
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- “alone proved you wrong.
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- . Director has written:
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.Memo, andum :
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//’-\ . o Evans -
o : MF. A. H. Belmont DATE: August 30, 1963 ==
[SZ- S - e
VeI seameaunammmas

. {313 —
‘FroM ¢ Mr, W, C. Sullivin. »’hi,."“"'"“

» - ‘ A Caady

s ¢ . . .

supject:  COMMUNIST PARTY, USA :

. NEGRO_QUESTION : .

. Is - C . Corr TN T Seiet er () _‘(" o . N

- B - . BEIP PE N

Reference is made to.the enclosed material" on Whtch the |
"This mero reminds me vividly of those I
received when Castro took ovexr Cuba! ‘Yon contended then that Cast
his cohorts were not Communists and not influenced by Communists,
I for one can't ignore the memos re King
et al =2s, having only an infinztesxnal
effect:on the efforts’ to exploit the American Negro by the Communists.™
' The Director is correct. ¥e were completely wrong about
bel:evxno the evidence was not sufficient to determine some years ago
jithat" Fidel Castro was not a communist or under communist influence. On
dnvestxgat;n" and writing about communise and the Anerican Kegro, we o
:hac better remember this and prof;t by the lesson it should teach us. ~:

ro and
Tine

' © I do think that nuch of the difficulty ‘relating to the memoran
dum rightly questioncd by the Director is to be found centered in the
woxd "influence," Ve do not have, and no: Government agency or private
ioTganization has, any yardstick which can accurately measure "influence™

ﬁ this particular context, cven when we know it does exist such as in

he case of the obvious 1nf1uence ‘of

over Martin Luther King and King!S {nfluencé—over dther NEHIL0

Yeaders.” Personally, I belicve in the light of King's powerful
‘demagogic spcech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other
Negro leaders put together when it comes to influencing great masses of
Negroes. We must mqu him now, if we have not done so before, as the
=Lpaj~§ancgrons HNegro of the future in this Nation j;oa“theus~andpoxn?’7
‘of..communisn, the Negrg and national securitv. Sarial
| R}
4 °  On determining membership of Hegroes in the Connuﬁ“§% Fafty,
we are. not confronted with the sane pxoblem.' ¥e do have herc-accurate"
yardstzckq for establishing membership. Of course, our standards are
very exacting. This means thexre are many Negroes who are fellow-
travellers, synmpathizers or who aid ‘the Party, knowingly or unknowingly,
but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The old
comnmunist pringiple still holds: "Comnunism must-be, built with non-
‘communist hapds /" Therefore, it may be unrcalistic to limit ourscivas ag
lwe have been(!o ng to legalisticaproof or definitely conclusxv" - auence

e e aw¥ R

el ~L 1

Enclosué% U T T mmee
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Memecrandum for Mr., 3elnont i .
RE: CCLUMUNIST PARTY ’ vla H
NEGRC QUESTION «
100-3-75

that would stand up in testimony in_ couxt or before Congrcsszonal
l conmittees that the Comnunist Party, USA, does’wield substantial
Turltence over Negroes which one day could become’ decisive. -

The memorandum which the Dlrector penetratively questioned,
while showing in the details the communist impact on Negroes, did
-1 suffer from such limitations. .These limitations we will make every
effort to 1ift in the future. The great amount of attention this
‘Division is giving to communist activities directed tOWard the Neg
should enable us to do this.., . :

For example, here at the Seat of Government, the Negro =~
communist question takes up as a whole the time of one supervisor and
‘during the past few weeks four men bave been so occupied. Additionally, .
(1) ﬂpecxalxzed instructions are regularly given the field on communist
infiltration of the Negro; (2) monographs have been written on the

. subject and widely disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated are menmorands.
and reports; (4) August 21, 1963 we devoted the entire Current Intelli~
gence Analysis to the commnnzst plans foxr the Negro March of August 20,
1963, (149 copies of this-Analysis were disseminated to 44 agencies of
the Government} (5) nuch material on the issue is given to Agents ot
In-Service; and (8) an SAC Letter is under preparztion in this Division
now giving the field the benefit of what we learned from the Negro Mavrch
on Washington and issuing instructions for increased coverage of
communist influence dn the Negro.

.. As the memorandum pointed out, '"this Nation is involved in a.
forn of racial revolution and the- time has .nevexr_been so right_ for
exploitation. o; the Negroes by . communxst propaﬂ nd;sts." Nzneteen pilliior
Negroes constitute the g vreatest single Tacial target of the Communist
Party, USA. This is a sonbre rea11ty we must never lose sight of, Ve
, Will do everything possible in the troublea future to Qevelop ioxr the
Dxrector 211 available facts relating to Negro membership in the Communis
Party, plus the more complex and difficult to ascertain influence

;§f comnunist organizations apd officials over the leaders and masses of
{ Negroes,

’
v .

- . We regret greatly that the memorandum did not measure up to
what the Director has a right to expect from our analysis,

RECOMMENDATION:

For the information of the Director,

~
e

teammae g - " . . . N . L - -, LN . - L4
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FROM : Mr, F. J. Baumgardnex,, ) ptie REN e
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SURJECT: CO?EUNIST;PARLY, USA. .

—

. — £

NEGRO_QUESTION d
COMMURIST. INVLUENCE, IN RACTAL MATTERS '
_ INTERNAL SECURITY - COIDIUNIST

D T - o
A mem

This nemorandun recommends increased coverage of cornunxsu
influvence on the ! ¥eero. The history of the Communist Party, FER
TCBUSAY, 18 TMnlete with -its attemmts_to_exnloit, dnfluence and
receruit the hevr Tfae MAYSh on vashzn~ton 3 48 63, was a striking
CrRaAmp LT O oucx‘*Oﬁaun*st activity as Party leaders earlv put into

motion elforts to xccruc gains for the CPUSA {rou the March. lell- \\\\
a2l

docunented xnfovnmtion concerning the Party's influence on a priucip
Mareh leader, Reverend lMiartin Iuther King, Jr., is but an erarple
The presence at the March of around 200 Party members, ranging fron
sevcrkl natxonal functionaries headed byil CPrusa General Secretary Gus
11211, to many rank-and-file neubcrs, is clear indication of the Party's
"V'riuh zarget (tiic Negro) today. ot
All indications arc that the March was not the "end of the
line" and that the Party will step up its efforts to expkxit racial
unrest and in every possible way clazn credit for itself relating to
any “gains" achicved by the Negro. A clear-cut indication of the
Party's designs is *cvcalcd in its plans to hold a highly secretive \\
leadership meeting in November, 1963, which will deal primarily, wztu
the XNegro sxtuation. This nceting is to be preceded by ailus Had7
"bﬂrnvtoruzrg" trip through kecy areas of the country to peet Pakiy‘
pcoplc and thus better prepare hitsclf for the November mecting‘

The cntire ficld is being alerted to this sxuuatloﬁ*in a -~
proposed SAC Letter (attached). Tho field is being zrstructcd to
intensify our coverage of conmunist influencé on the NézZro by giving
fullest consideration to the utce of all possible investd gqﬁ}vo
techniques. In addition, the ficld is:baingstold to intendify its
coveraze of those communist fronis through which the Party channcls
fts influcnce and to intennify 1ty investigations of the many P°rty
members and dupcs WHO CREALC in zetivities on behdlf of the Party
in the hegro ficld. Furiier, %» are uiressing ‘the urgent need for
inaginative and agirennive L.t ec Lo hee utx‘xzod through our Counter-
iptolligence froglnnes=tivne deniygiod 10 attempt to neutralize or
disrupt the Rart)'s activities in the egro ficld., Neccessity for -
proapt handling of all facets of thin zatier to insure timely disscmi-
nation to the Departzeat L ¥ Y ot:ufqtnturc tod-nuencio,'ab.also being
cmpha»izct. ooy e ' /50 - ,—ffé"‘ D
%02 o n—?ﬁ’ (Cresa , Wegro ;’.&::-;r.'.zon) 3 . 1 00T 16 REL
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan )
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
Nh”RO OUuSTIOJ ,
OMMUNIST INFLULNCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

{(r00- o 116 ] .
. .

The. proposed SAC Letter requires key scecurity offices
to submit to the Bureau, withir 30 days, an analysis of their
current coverage of communist actlvxuxes in the Veﬂro ficld plus
_} details of thexxr plans for intensification. Also, those 16

| offices participating in the Counter;n»elllgeﬁce Pro«r“m on 2
regular basis are being required to include in their next monthly
letters due, 10..15-63 thexr plans to neutralize or disrupt Party

activities in the Negro field, .

gV

RECOLMENDATION:
If zpproved, attached SAC Letter go forward apprising

-
AR TN 'V*/}f.)..a

the ficld as atove and urging full inmplementation so that the h
desired results may be achicved, Also attached for approv~1 are ?E
.necessary Manual changes. e R - . }g
. oy — . ;-_1.'\ P ':}
T~ - - - =7/
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR )
L - '
i : While the aiached memorandum
H . bears the initials of M. Bawmmagardner,
’ " it was prepared from a rough-draft furnishad
[ to him by Mr. Sullivan. ot .
I .l.‘...' - .' -l3
: It should be understosd that
Sullivan, Baumgardner, Sizoo and Belmont
read the memorandumn and agreed with it /
r to its submission. .
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To: Mr. A. H. Belmont Date: September 25, 19c’\g;55;;'n
N . Ao ] et
From; Mr. W. C. Sul;wxrl ¢ P senes
0 A ' Mr. T80 e,
Re: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA Hr Tt
NEGRO QUESTION _ _ V T o
CCMiLNIST INILULNCE IN RACIAL MATTERS biss Ganidsanl
JINTEENAL SECURITY - C ET——-—-*
Predication: ’

4

Roference is made to the enclosed memorandun datcd 9/16/63
"and to the attached proposed SAC Letter.

On returning from a few days leave I have been advised ol |
the Dirocter's con»xn"~d dissatislaction with the manne: in whick
we prepared a Brief on the above-captxoned matter and subsequnnt. )
meroranda on ‘the same subject matter. This situation is very
disturbing to those of us in the Donestic Intelligence Division .
responsible for this area of work, and we certainly wart to dec .

everything possible to correct our shortcomings. Ve absolutely will
not be stubboxrn about admitting any mistakes we have made or be
stiff-necked and untending concerning our analysis of this matter.
The Director indicated he would not approve our last SAC Letter i
until there was 2 clarification and 2 meeting of minds relative to
the question of the extent of comxmunist influence over Negroecs ang
their leaders. In this memorandum I will seriously and sincerely .
try to clarify a rmost regretable situation. It is prepared ot on
official office memorandum but rather on plain bond believing that
thxs discussion need not be made a matter of official *ecord.

- . ¢
.

/- -

Conmon Agreement: ' : -

© e . H .

= ) First, I am sure we 2ll are in agreement.on the following

which was in both the cover memorandum, and the detailed brief
attached: (1) for the past 44 years the Communist Party, USA, has
spent enormous sums of nmoney and ceaseless efforts to ;nflucnce
Negroes and to make communists out of them; (2) the 19 million
Regroes in the country today constitute the greatest single racial
target of the Communist Party, USA; (3) Negro leader Martin Luther
King, —— does have as an cxtremalv inmpoxtant
advisor - 1 (4)  we

are right now in this pation engaged in a form. of. social’ revo’utzon
and the time has never been so right for ex ploitation of the

Negroes by communist propagandisis; and (5). S the Communist Party
could in the future make prodigious strides’ and great successes with
the American Negro to the serious detriment of our national security.
In addition to the above, the materizl furnished contained wmany pages
of specific examples of conmunist Eolicies. progranas-and-xttivitices

Enclosures Quais 25y ..; 5\?\“'
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Memorandum for ¥r. Belmont
RE: COMEUNIST DARTY, USA
NEGRO QUESTION .
COSMUNIST INFLUZNCE IX RACIAL YATTERS .

showing communist involvement in Negro racial matters in this nation,
relative to which we can all agreo.

]

Essence of the Situation:’

-~

The essence of the situation scems to be this: Ve
presented what facts there are in our files in the Brief in guestion
and I know that the Director certainly would not wait us to deo othex
than this. «The position taken at the time the Bricf was writton was
that, while there is communist influence being exerted on Negroes
and Negro leaders, it _has_not reached the point c¢f control or
dominatiogﬁx This historically bas been tho position of the Burezu

In Th{T Hatter in light of f£ilc reviews going back ten to cwenty .

years. ng, ‘MK M < M-c""‘: N {LLQ,..:/‘."LMA{.
5o &la v Woleg o i s
The Historical Position: <© OF ) /£

For exanmple, in a detailed docunen% prepared on Comzunist
Party and the Negro in 1953, we find the statement referring to 'the
failure of the Communist Party to attract even a significant number

" of Negroes in the United States to its number." .Another exauple is

to he found in aia analysis in this sane field prepared by the Burezu
in 3958 to the effect that communist cfforts have been 'unsuccessful.
on a state or natlonal level" in infiltrating "legitirate Negro-
fraternal, protest and improvement organizations,' although they made
linited success in some "isolated chapters." The Director's book,
Hasters of Deceit, published in 1953, states: "It became obvious
that.the Party, despite great efrforts, had failed to win over even

a significant minority of Negroes.' In 1960 the Director's statement
to The Committee on the Judiciaryv, United States Senate, reads:

"It ic no secret that Onc ol .tlic LAILCrest Gisappointiments of
comnunistic efforts in this Nation has been their failure to lure

our Negro citizens into the Party." f{n 1962 sinpilar public statements
were made. On page seven of the Brief submitted to the Director
under the date of August 23, 1963, this historical position was
restated and it was said, "Onc of the bitterest disappointments of
the communists has been their single failure to lure any significant
nunber of our Negro citinzens into the Party.' This statement was

sot forth again ip the cover =ecxorandum which the Director marked.

Thoe point I wish to =ako here is this: The fact that this
has been our historical position §n the Bureau for wany yearxrs is no
irggson to assupme that it is the correct position at this time, a3 The
IYCCTOT has clearly explatial.,  d.hvs and CONGLTions change and, as
the evidence. mounts, naturally wo nced to change our position along
®¥ith this evidenco. .

- 2 - -
-171-
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont

RB: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA ’
NEGRO QUESTION i
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

S

Interpretation: .

4

As we know, facts by themselves are not too mecaningful,
for they are somewhat like stones .tossed in a heap as contrasted
to the same stones put in the torm of a sound ecdifice. It is
obvious to {i5 now that we did not put the proper interprctation unon
the facts which we gave to the Dirccior.

Marxrtin Luther Xing:

We have been aware of the communist influence for nearly
two years on Martin Luther King, Jr., head of the Southern Christian

Leadexship Conference, and in the coamprchensive memorandum entitled
" "Communist Party, USA, Negro Question," dated 8/22/63 we set out

information to the effect that a number of Negro leaders .in this

. country have had subversive conncctions in their backegrounds and

—

tbat Martin Luther Kinm, Jr.. hac been dealing with )

“wm < e

As previously

,stated, we are in complete agreenent with the Director that

communist influence is being exerted on Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and that King is the strongest of the Negro leaders. As we have
stated before in a memorandum, we rcgard Martin Luther King to

be the most dangerous and effcctive Neygro leader in the country.
In addition, we know the Party is direccting a major effort towaxd
strengthening its position among the Neproes inasmuch as we have
inforpation the Party plans to intensify its efforts to exploit
the raclal situation for the purpose of gaining influence among

the Negroes. T
-172-
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Yenmorandun for Mr, Relmont
RE: COMMUNIST .ARTY, USA
NEGRO QUSSTION
COMMUNLIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

SAC Letter to the Field

I would like to set forth here briefly why I think that
the enclosed SAC Letter, which was returned to us by the Directox,
chould be sent to the field offices. My fLirst reason is this:
We necd to recnew our efforts and keep the pressure on and leave
.no_stone untufied to develop every and all_ facts whichk exist
in this matter. Some. of thesé facts may not yet have been
Gheatthed by our ficld offices, and will not be unless we
follow up tnis matter evermore closely with them., My second
reason why I think the SAC Letter should te sent is related
to the present changing situation inthe 'Communist Party - Negro
.relations area. During the past two weeks in particular there
bave been sharp stepped-up activities on the part of communist
-0fficials to infiltrate and to dominate Negro developments in
this ccuntry. Further, they are meeting with successes., This.
should be no surprise to us because since the Negro mrarch on
Washington on August 28 communist officials have beeu dozng all
nos %1510 to e60101t the very troubled racial situation. A4s’
thcy ssid weeks ago, the end of the Negro march would he the
beginning of evernore systematic activities on their part to
penetrate and influence Negroes and Negro leaders. They are
now in full force acting upon this intention of theirs expressed
weeks ago. The field should be alerted to this fact and given
instructions to investigate exhaustively new communist - Negro
activities, The SAC Letter in question will be a great help
toward this end, and it should result in our developing important

. Racts relating to the current changes and pextinent activities
. going on during the past few weeks in this entire field.

Subject of Deep Concern . .

-

May X repeat that.our failure to measure up to what tke
Director expected of us in the area of communist - Negro relations
is a subject of yery, deep_concexn to us in the Domestic Intelligence
Division, We are disturbed by this and ought to be. I want him
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Memorandua for Mr. Belmont -

RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA. : '
NZGRO QUESTION .o
COM:{UNIST INFLUENKCE IN RACIAL MATTZRS .

{0 know that we will do evexything that is’huuanly possible to .
develop all facts nationwide relative to the cosmunise penctration
and influence over Negro leaders and their orpganizations.

RECOMMENDATIONS ¢
(1) That the Director reconsider giving approval for scnding
the cnclosed SAC Letter to the field.

. . l{, . c>j?k.-

(2) In order that other agencies and prozinent governuent
officials will be aware of the deternined cfforts of tie Couuunist
Party to exploit the racial situation, if the PDircctor approves we
will prepare a concise document setting forth clearly those atteapts
to penetrzte, influence, and contyrol the lNezro movenint. Dy sSctiting
these facts forth, succinectly and clearly, the renpder cannst helyp
but be iupressed with the seriousness of tho cozmmunist activities.
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EXHIBIT 12
{(Classified)
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EXHIBIT 13
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MR. TOLSON: - " . T
. Holnes —_—

:"The attached analysis of j e

giCommunism and ‘the Negro Movement ig

highly explosive. It can be regardeg’as )

& personal attack on Martin LuthexXing., ".—~
] There is no doubt it will have a eavy

impact on the Attorney General and anyone
else to whom we disseminate it. ' It is
labeled TOP SECRET. However, '‘even such a
high classification seems to be no bar
today to a leak, and should this leak out
it will add fuel to a matter which may
already be in the cards as a political
issue during the forthcoming Presidential
campaign. .

.- TLe meuovianduu aakes good reading and
lis based on information fronm reliable sources.
We may well be charged, however, with
expressing opinions and conclusions, ‘parti-
cularly with reference to sone of the
statenents about King. e
WL, prrud® de o G(Nj:*‘\- ::N : T
This memorandum may stax le'the,Attorhey -
; General, particularly in view\bI‘his past
association with King, and the fact that we
are disseminating this outside the Departuent.
He may resent this. Nevertheless,: the
memorandum is a powerful warning.against
Cotitunist: infludiice in theo hezro movenent,
Gy we Wil be carrying out our responsibility
by isseninating it to the people indicated
in/the "attached memorhngiumE -,//f} . ;

g
ATz S A

Betin WL

o
0

N pl s 3 (10—

6 OCT 23 1953
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QT 151976
; PG :JFW:vek

Mr, James Earl Ray

Post Office Box 33

Brughy Mowmtain Penitentiary
Petros, ‘Tennassee 37845

Daar Mr. Ray:

In May of 1976 the Attorney Genexral of the Unitel
States created a task force for the parpcse of reviewing
the FAI'e investigation of tha assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther Xing, Jr.

The task foxce is now in the process of winding up
its inquiry before sutmitting a £inal report to the
Attorney General. However, we feel that our irquirxy will
ot ke corplete unless ws give you an opportunity to state
your participaticn, or lack of participation, in the
murdex of Dr. King.

Mecoxdingly, we hereby reguest, through your atiommney,
Jaes H. Lesar, Esquire, your conscat to an interviers by
metbers of the task force. If you chould agree to talk
to us, our tire schedule requires us to axrange for the
intexview to take place not later than Decenber 31, 197¢.

Pleass let us know irmediately whether you desire
m M inte.r\’ie'm. . ‘ -

Sircexély,

Fred G. Folsom
Director
Maxtin Xuther King, Jr., Task Force

- -

cc: Jarzes H. lasar, Esquirxe

-177-
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e Brusly dmmmﬁ.;m Renitentiary

" Heiros, Tenmesser 37845

Kr., Janes H. Losar Decenber 204 1976
Attorney at Law

1231 fourth Street, S.¥. d
Wash. DuCo
re: Ray v. Tenn, cr. Indictment no. 16645;
Sheldy county, Tcnnossee. (1963)
Dear Jin:

In respect to your letter saying that a Justice departzent attorrney, Xr.
Janes F, Walker, would like to interview ne concerning the zbove indict~
ment, I azreec with your advice opposing the interview, It would appesar
that this would only dbe in the interest of the J.D. 2nd their book writinag
collaborators,c.g., Gerold Fronk, Gzcrge McMilliaxn, st al.

If they had wanted to interview the defondant, under oath, Justice had
ample opportunity in the 1974 MN.C. hecaring in Nexmphie, Tennessee, throusgh
their surrogate, ¥. Henry Haile; and I understand no representative froz
Justice appeared as a witnesc at the hearing.

At the present I believe the only body I should testify before is a jury.

I understand you to say justice has rot read any 6f the trs. of prior
hearings & suits. Thercfore I'1l include in the cc copy of this letter
to justice a copy of a Complaint that speaks to the MLX jr. matter with
ettached Ex--Ai, 2lthoe I doudt if jJustice or their pudblighing assocliates
%11l be intercsted in ‘the Conmploint contents.

' : © Sincereoly: Janes eo. Rey #65477

e

/ PoO. BOX"‘?B
cc: Jamec F. Walker, Esg. J.D. Petros, Teun. 37345,

, v
-178- ‘ Z¢7/Zdé>éfgb (7//‘_ﬁ,
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A
GEROLD FRANK , 5
HOX. ROBERT M. McRAE 3 ..

BRINDA PELLICCIOTY
Peferdants
T o < x
a : » ) * ; .
B CONPLATHE g
. w3 -
: ' “* 7 . -
1. ALLEGATION OF JURISDICTION: _ - . %

IN THE JINITZD STATZS JISTRICT CCU=1
. FOR 2Y2 ¥SSTIRN D!S“”IC" SF T:Y""SSS:
WESTIRI, SIVILION

oocooooooo.ooo0'--0,.0.000'-'ooo-co.‘cccc

*

-

JAMES Z. RAY, .
. Plaintif? .

. .

V8e

TIME INC.

GIORGE MeMILLIAN

W. HENRY HAILS ’
¥ILLIAM BRATFORD HUIZ

\

" § civad action No. C= 967 2 7§

A e’
. P »n

(a) Jurisdiction of the parties in the hefein subject matter is Yased upon

diversity of citizénship and the amount in recovery.

Plaintitf, acting pro se, is a citizen of the stat; of Tennessee under "oper-
ation of Law" in the subject matter; detendant TI¥Z Inc. (here-in-after, TIME)
i3 a citizen of the State of New York; defendant George MclMillian (here-in-
atter, Mc&ill%*n).is a citizen of the State of Massachusetts; defendant 7.
Eenry Haile (@gre-in—after, Haile) i1s & citizen of the State of Tennessee;

derendant Williaq Erattord Huie (here-in-after, Hule) is a citizen of the

State of Alabama; defendant Gerold Frank {(here-in~after, Frank) is a citizen

of the State of New York; defendant Hon. Robert M. McRae (here-in-after, Judge

..HgRae) is a citizen of the State 0f Tennesses; defendant Brenda Pellicciotti

(Bere-in-after, Pollicciotti) is a citizen of the State of Temnessee. The
natter in controversy Qxceegs, exclusive of interest and costs, the sun of

ten thousand dollars. . L , %

(b) Jurisdiction founded in the’existence of a federdl question and the amount

N

. -179- ’

s

in controversy:

.
. i a -
P S L. e e e e
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The action arises under the fifth, sixth, and fourtseath, amendaents to

the Untied States comstitution; U.S5.C, Title 28 § 1331 (2), a5 here-in-
after mote Iuily appears:s %he maiter in controversy exceeds, exclusive of

interest’ and costs, the sum of ten thousand dollars,

(c) Jurisdiction founded on the exdistance of a questioh é}isins under parti-

cular statute: - o S ) “
1 -. _
]

The action arises under Act 42 U.S. C.A. § 1983; u S.C. Title 28 § 1343 (tp).

A8 here~in-after more fully appears.

TEIS IS AN ACTION IN LIBEL & CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.

-

GENERAL BACKGROUND:

R ot .
.
. . . . ale ‘ e

On April jta 1908, Rev. Haztin Luther King jr., was shot . d killeé :4in,
ﬁemphis Tennessee; in May 1968 the Plaintiff was indicted by the Sueldy
county &and Jury (cr. indictaent no. 16645) for satd shooting; on March

10th 1969. Plaintiff, allegedly through coercion by kis attorney, Percy
Foreman & the prosecution, entered a guilty plea to said er. indictaent; on
February ead 1974 the U.S. &h circuit court of appeals ordered an evident-
1ary hearing into the circunstances of said plea, Ray v. Rose 491 F2d 285
tc.a. 6, 1974; on Fetruary 27th 19?5 afler hearing said evidentiary rroceedings

_ the U.S. District court for the 2 D. of Tennessee, Hon. Robert M, McRae, dre-

siding ruled against plainti:t, Ray v. Rose, C-74-166; on May 10th 1976 the

U.S. 6th circuit court of appeals uphexd Judge McRae's ruling in said §v1~
, dentlary hearing. Ray v. Rose, C=75-1795. o .. .-

Plaintiff, JAMES Z. RAY, sues

Defendants, TINE INC.; GEORGS McMILLIAN; ¥. HENRY HAILE; WILLIAM BRATFORD
HUIE; GEZROLD FRANK; ROBERT M. McRAE; BRENDA PILLICCIOTRI, and alleges:

2. That while avaiting trial in the aforexentioned cr; indictnent the plain~
ti2f copied down from recollection 1n£ornat1qn he had gained in his 1967
assoclations, associztions whick lead to.plainéitf being ‘charged under

sald indictnent., T

'
- " % -

3. That a brief suszary of said recollections and their sudbsequent disposi-

tion by plaintiff are as follews: 180

»
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{a) auring cne sesicd 3¢ plalatizer; cont:ne:an. iz 1363 nv wrote aown

£

on a momey reczsipt issued forta troa the Sheritr's office of the Shelby

county, Tennessee, Jail fnforaation which plaintiff believed had a direct

bearing on said er. indictment. See, Ex--A.

(b) the inforzation consisted 0f telephone numbers & one name & address; all

-

munbers were written down backwards,- including the address. .

,.

{c) the two telephone numbers were 11s§gd next to the word "Sister", the
first beipg listed in, New Orleans, Eoui&iana; the second being ir, Baton

Rouge, Louisiana. .

~

(4) the address is listed under the nane, Vera C. Staples.

(e) the telephone number Yisted under the Baton Rouge address was furnished
ts plaintiff's attorney, Percy Foreman, who was representing plaintiff in
said er. indictment. ' o

(£) the address was not investigated until plaintiff was incarcerated upon
pleaipg to said indictment; & compendium of the post trial 1pvesti;étion
would indicate: the information cited abtove was given to a St. louis, Hiss-

'ouri, labor leader, and informed it pertained to the MLK jr. case, who app=-

arently in turn furnished said information to a Nashville, Tennessee, eX=
Attornéy to investigate; said Attorney had sources in the State of Louisiana
investigate the matter and thereafter said Atforrey reported the Baton Rouge

listed number resident was under the influence of the Teaamsters union; and

" the New Orleans listed number resident was amorg other things an agent of

2 mideast organization disturbed because of Dr. King's reported forthcoming,
before his deathk, public support of the Palestine Arad cause. (References to

the adé:ess if any was unclear.)

2

)

(2) fhe plaintiff had come.by said name & address shortly before crossing
the ﬁbrder in November 1967 from Tijuanz, Mexico, into the United States;
the nmame was Ramdolph Erwin Rosenm, }180 N.¥. River Drive, Miami, Florida;
ather reference was made to a LEAA; 2 check through the Hiani directory in
1970 1u§1cted no Roeen Iisted with the above first & second mame; in 1573-
?% a Chicago, Illinois, reporter was quired as to the name of a Rosen who
was an official in the rrogres.sive Labof Party, the reporter later responded
sald Rosenr, or Rosens, activities were mainly in the New York, KRew York,

+ -
area; shortly “thereafter .said reporter was substantiated by material plain-
12843 received indirectiy from the Hom. Richard Ichord a comgressman froz
e £ s A
n
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Missouri; thersafter an Attoraey in Oklahoaa City, Oklahcma, was furnished
the Rosen name and asked 4f he couldd find any information re the subject

in, New Orleans, and informed the subject zight have a er. record; the Atta
orney’ reported back that the subject’s last naae most likely was, Rosehson,
and that he had a cr. conviction in Hew Orleans, Louisiana, federal court for
& narcotics vipiation' thereafter a Temnessee licensed Attorney procured

the tr. of satd conviction; subsequently another check was que through the,
Miand, telephdne directory which did iist & "Randy Rosendon" but witk an

address discrepency. .

‘e
v s

4. Tnat plaintiff intended the above information for exclusiie use, after

- >

a through investigation, in a Jury trial under said cr. indictment--ratker
than for cormercialzing in the communicatiors industry--and in consequence

'1thheld parts thereof froa plaintzt: § Cr. Attorneys, who were enmeshed

' vith defendant (novelist) Willianm Bratford Huie in commercial publishing

- ventures: ist) Attorney Arthupr Eanes 8r'., who immediately upon entering the

. sult contracted with defendant, Haie and an) Attorney Percy Fbreman, who while

20t entering into literary comtracts with ‘hr_ Huie until Jacuary !969r two
months after Foreman's entering the suit, Mr. Foreman did rot question plain-
titt about saiad inroraation or ather aspects of the cr. ‘Indictment-~because

of his (Foreman's) admitted trial preparation methods--until February 1969."

+ S5 TRat in Fedbruary 1969, after Percy Foreman had entered into literary

contracts with defendant, Eule, plaintiff furnished Attorney Foreman with

" the above mentioned, Baton Rouge, phone number and asked him to investizate

in connection with the MLK Jr. homicide. Shortly thereafter Mr. Forezan
replied in effect that 4f there were to be any telephone nuabers refered
to 1n court he (Foreman) would furnish. them through contacts in interstate

gamdling--Mr. Foreman mentioned &, Mr. Meyer Lansky, as his source.

6. That subsequently, attér‘tie Prosecution and Pé}cy Foreman had maneuvered
Plaintifs int9 entering a plea to said.éndictnent,-the Plaintiff on March
11th 1969 was checked into the Tennessee State penitentiary--Nashville
Branche-and therein all plaintit:'s personal prcperty including the paper
herein attached ag EX-A, and including inconing lezal & personal letters
#aided to said prison,’ were conrfscated from iiaincitt. Two or three days

‘late: after discussing briefly with Siate corrections comzissioner, Harry

Avery, the letters including EX-A were returned to pPlaintiff by said, -182-
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conaisaloner, Harry Avery. (Skébpt for a thin line circling soze writinzs

the property seoexed in order.

N

‘71 Th?t prior to Plaintiff's transfer to the aforementioned penitentiary,
COhnissiqner Avery, the late Covernor of Tennessses, Hon. Buford Ellington,
and Governor Ellington's adninistrative assistant, Mr..¥111das L, Barry,

had decided and committed to writing (see, Avery testinmony in, Ray vs. Russ-

ell, U.S. Dis. Ct. M.D. Tn. Civ. Action no. 5590, 1970)Flaintiff's treat-
nent upon entering czid penitentiary,ie, arditrary lodging of Plaintiff in
solitary confinenent immediately upon his entering prisor.

.
8. That thereafter on (March 13, 1969) vhen plaintiff commenced petitioning
the trial court for a new trial under said indictment, Commissioner Avery
attempted to persuade Plainti!f against seeking a trial under said indictaent
and after failing that informed Plaintiff that he would hever be releasted

© from solitary confinexent vhile he (Avery) was co::ectiois connissioner.,

Q. That in the succeeding ye;rs until the present Pléin;if{ has been arbi-
trarily locked in solitary cqn:inement/seéresatiqn for approxinately five
Years, during which time their has been several sulcides by prisoners dece
ause of the har;hnent’of the confineamecnt including two &2) who burned then-
selves to-deatk. .Seo, EX-=B, )

10, That after the aforementioned élea by Plaintif? the trial Judge, Hon.
Proston Battle, departed from Bemphis, Tennessee, for a_yacation and while
on sald vacation the then Governor of Tennessee, Hon. Buford Ellington,
upon learning of Plaintiff!s effort to receive a jury trial under said in-
dictnont, dispatched State officials to located Judge Battle to offer him

;ﬁhe next Appellate Judgship vacancy 4f the Judge would deny Plaintirz.a
“trial under the petition refered to in par?graph-s above.

- -

- 1}, That on or about March 12tk 1969 {Pzt§°uPF1;°n segregation dbuilding
Plaintiff was confronted througk a }ugg?gif:;;cial agent, Robert Jensen

o2 the Memphis, Tennessece, federal bhrgéu of investagation office. The
thrust of “r. Jensen's conversation was seeking cooperation 6: Plaintite

in furthereing the FBI investigation of séih cre indictment., When Plaintiff
refused the cooperation orterfﬂr. Jensen upon departing said Plaintiff could

expect Plaintiff Brothers (Joan & Jerry Ray) to Join him in prison, or words

" to that effect, thereafter: -183-
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(a) slaintiffts brother, Jerry Ray, was intintdated to the extent
that he had to resign his job in tha Chicago, Illinois, area; sud-
sequently after foreing him froa his Job the FBI attempted to trane
hix for numerous crines. * '

-

(8) Plaintiff's other brother, John Ray, was arrested by police

while driving his car in the St. Louls, Missruri, area and sutsequent-
1y charged by the FBI for alding and abettirg a bank robbery. Tried
and convicted with a defendant whom the &overnaent alleged actually
robded saild bank, John was given 18 years and the alleged rodber 10
‘Years; upon appeal the alleged robber's conviction was reversed by the
8tk U.S. circuit court of appeals because the fruits of an 1llegaly
search & selzure was used against him; however, the 8th circuit ruled
tha7 the fruits of the illegal secrch was not ground for reversing
Jobn Ray's case becasue the alleged evidenco {stolen noney) was not
taken from him; uron re-trial the 2lleged rodber was acquited; sud-
sequently zarother defendant in the robbery was charzed and entered a
pPlea for three (3) years which was later reduced to eighteen months
by the government, - ]

3

12. That in June 1959 Flaintiff filed a civil action in the United States

+ District court for the M.D. of Tennessee seeking to voild contracts between

Plaintiff, the aforementioned Percy F?remaﬁ, aﬁd defendant, Huie. In att-
enpting to have said civil }ktiqn (Conplaint) dlsmissed, thus necessitat~
ipg the refilinz by Plaintittfia the W.D. of Tennessee, the defendants
Attorney the lgte,~John J. Hooker sr., of the Davidson county Tennessee
bar, illegally procured Pléintitt's entire prison record, including dozicle
informatihn, from the aforementioned corrections coznissioner, Harry Avery,
and was thus able to have‘sgid Complaint disaissed 4n the M.D. of Tennessee
and reflled in the W.D. (civil action 0. C-o9-199) before Judge McRae,

because of said domicle infornation.
%

Y

33. That thereafter ir-civil action mo. C~69-199 one of Judge McRae's

initiad rulingrwas that said action would be decided by deposition rather

than live testimony--subsequently the Judge disaissed the- suit on motion ..
oz the defendants. . . -

-

14, That following the United States Sixth circuit court of appeals ruling
on %ebruary 3rd 1974 ordering an evidentiary hearing into the circunstances
of Plaintiff's aforementioned guilty plea under said indictment defendant,
Judge McRze, again assumed Juffsdiction to conduct said hearing (civil
action n0.C-74-166) and again ruled that the two primcipal witnesses, the
-184-
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aforezentioned fercy rForeman & defeadazt éuie, would not have to undergo
live testizony, on.;_d~:ositicns. he Judge accomplished this legal =ansu-
wor by puling §he Plaintiff's subpoena powers weore linited to a 100 mile
radius of Meaphis, Tennesseo. '

That Judge McRae further prejudicial & arbitrary actions & ;nactipns
listed below effectively diminished_;he Plairtiff's right under the United

States Supreme court mandate for a full and gquitadle evidentiary heaxring:

(2) the court ruled in effect P____ at the solicitation of he
State!s Attorney, defendant Heile--who had complained to the cqurt‘that
the press was urging the State to asﬁ certain questions of Flaintiff--that
General Haile could inguire of Plaintiff's 2lleged 1nformation ke (plaint-
122) provide sald Percy Foreman concerning others persons allegedly culpa=
ble under said cr. indictaent. Thereafter, althoe Plaigtiff dfd refer to
Information described adove as being siven?tp Mr. Forecaan by Plaintiff, and
within %Pe confines of ths adove court ruling, neither defendaxt, Ha;le,

or, Judge McRae questioned Plaintiff in the matter.

. -
., a3

(b) Judge McRae 1n‘concert with detendant;‘Pellicciptti, hés con-
eistentl&--despite petitions {ron Plaintiff's counsel, Jases R. Lesar—-
declined to forward to the U.S. 6th circuit court of appeals relevant &
necessary portions of the transeript in said evidentiary hearing: specif~

ically, the definitive portions of said transcript evidencing; Percy Foreman,
o

“ -azter~1nvatation, refused to offer live tes.‘uony in said evidentiary hear—

ing; and thus tbrough their deleteriocus inactions in the tr. matter contri-
duted sudstantially to the 6th circuit decision zgainst Plaintiff therein.

h 3
¥ (¢) Judge McRae has ignored a petition to take perpeiuating testi-

nony, filed after said evidentiary hearing, fron datendant Huie. Mr. Huie
being a principal character, therein.

15. That prior to said evidentiary hearing, Judge McRae, mislead or att-
enpted to mislead Plaintiff's Tennesses cr. counsel a; evidenced by a
series of lettoers Plaintit} receivéd from sald Counsel (Mr. Ropert I.
Livingston) implying that during several encounters with Judge McRae he
(Livingston) was lead to believe the court ¥as sympathetic to Plaintiffls
cases and thus a vigorus prasentation by Plaintift's‘counsel would not de
necessary or desirable. -185-
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s mgued,

.o

-

~
by

1-20. That in 1975 detendant, Haile, appeared with defendant, McMillian,

+

iat. That defendant, Haile, whilde asst. att. gen. for the State of Tenn-
y

16. That their have deea judlicized allegations that, Judge McRae, is
aore concerned with the political et!ects ot his decisions than the

law. Sae, EX--C, : -
.

12. That the clerk of the court defendant, Pellicciotti, whérei; said

evidentiary hearing vas conduc;ed acted in con;erthiiﬁ. Judge licRae,

An declining to prepare and forward tr. material, descrided in paragrapz

14~ above, to the U.S. sixth circuit thus contriduting sudstantially

‘ to the sixth cirecuit den/iﬁg Plaintifs relief under e«id evidentiary

hearing. : . . \ | .

18. That defendant, Haile, who was the State's chief counsel in the afore-
mentioned evidentiary hearing, dut is 20w _in private practice, has libel-
ed Plaintiff by aiding & abstting defendant, McMillian, in YcMilllan's

Preparing & authoring the atorenentioned artilce for defeandant, TIME.

\ R

19 That defendant, JcAillian, 1ntoraed Plaintitt's brather, Jerry Ray,
 of nes (MeMillian's) relationship with detendant, Haile. (.. =wi.

-
hed

at the Tennessee State penitentiary~-~Nashville Branch--~zherein McMillian
requested warden, James H. Rose, a personal~£;19;d of'Halle, to contact
Plaintiff and ask £f he would consent to an interview by, McMillian.

Warden Rose did forward satd 1nterv1ew request to Plaintiff which Plaintitf
declined and, thereafter, Haile & McMillian viewod the solitary confinezent
building wherein Plaintiff was housed.

essee several tine; rublicly criticised court decisions unfavorable to him
.in a manner guggesting he was attenpting to intimidate Judges, acts for
which' he subsequently vas disuissed fronm the A.G.!'s office by the Att-

ke

orney General for the State of Tennessee.

; 22. That in the January 26, 1976, issue of TIMZ magazine (EX--p) under

the title of "The Xing Assassination Revisitedv, defendant, McMillian,
anthored a nalicious article subtitled "I'm gonna ki1l that nigger XKingn

and alleged said subtitls to be a statezent uade by Plaintiff.

Said article is littered with deiiberate fabrications, and while of a
hollywoodish chara?ter they are delivered with malice intent, begining -186-

r8 8% sae .
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M,..In 1963 and 1964 artis Lutker XKing was on TV almost everyday, talking
defiantly about how Elack people were going to get their rights...Ray
vatched it 211 avidly on the cell-dlock TV at Jsff City., He reacted as
1fKing's remarks zere directed at him personally. He boiled when King
came on the tube. He began to call him Martin 'Lucifer! King and Martia
Luther 'coos'. It got so that the very sight of King would galvanize

Ray "o p. 18 sald article. . .

-
-

The facts are that their were no TV sets in the cellblocks or, cells,

during Plaintiff's entire sojourn.in the Missouri State penitentiary at,
Jefferson City; and, that defendant McMilllan is cognizant of this fact
through conversations with Missouri-correctioné officials vhom he has

contacted for information numerous times. See, EX-=f.

23. That several otzer delidberate fadrications with malicious intent in

v

* sadd article are: . : \ e

(a) "R#y and (zis fellow convict Raymond) Curtis would set_around,
often high on speed...” Speed being a fora of narcotic. p. 18.

.

{v) "On april 24, 1967, just one day after Ray escaped frozm the
prison at Jefferson City, he met his -Brothers Jack and Jerry in Chicago's
Atlantic Hotel..." Allegedly, say's McMillian, discussing the nmurder of
¥artin Luther King. p. 18. v

(c¢) that McMillian alleged Plaintiff's Brothers, John & Jerry Ray,
bad, from conversations with Plaintiff, knowledgq before the fact of the
MLX Jr. murder. PP. 18 & 23.

24, That gpp State of Missouri's department of corrections comzissioner,
Hr. George M. Camp, alleges in etrectnthat defendant McMillian is a. fraud
+in connection with Mclillian's aforementioned allegations concerning Plain-

.titt's conduct waile in said Missouri penitentiary. See, EX--E.

25, That the Missouri prisoner defendant McMillian principally relies on
to substantiate his allegations, allegations that Plaintiff not only
ploted the mirder of YLK Jr, but was atso 2 nercotic addict, narcotic
peddler, ect. ect., is reveled to be one, Raymond Curtis.

Said, Raymond Curtis, attexpted onced to ébnvezse with Plaintiff while in

said penfitentiary, thereafter he (Curtis) ‘voluntarily "checked into"
gegregation, after being exposed as a proffescsional inforaer, and thus

-187-
P. 9
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story re the natter., See, ZX--F, -

was thereafter limited ia his prison association to his cwn type.

»

26. That shorily after Plaintiff's arest in 1958 to anser for said cr.

indictaent detondéﬁt HcMillian stated at a news conference that:since he
(McMiX)lian) knew Plaintiff was guilty of the 1ndictnent charge he (McMill-
ian) would not have to investigate the case. Thus 1t tollows a fortiori
that McMillian has relied on the work product of other novelist to sub-
stantiate sizeabfo portions of his allegations in said TIME arincle.

-
.

27. That defendant McMillian has posted Plaintiff nunerous letters, first
A

threatening, then cajoling, in seeking interviews for use in said article

and his allegeé forthconing book re élaintitf.

281-That defendant TIME magazine has"; vested (financial) interest in
publishinz.said artilce by McMiliian—-tius in promoting McMillian's forth-
coming book re Plaintiff-- in that Mcltillian's publisher, Little Browm,
is a subsidary of TIAE iac. '

4 .t '3 - ®
. - E
A "

29. That defendat TIME deceivéd their own agent (Richard C. ¥ooddury) in
their Chicago, Illinols, office into thinking TIME would run an objecctive

-

-
4

. 30. That detendant 7I4E was consciously endeavoring to influsence the

United States szxth ctrcuit court of appeals in, Ray v. Rosse, no. 73-
1543, whick just a few days subsequent to said article heard agsunents
in the abtove Ray V. Rose suit to deteraine thether to order Plaintiff 2
new trial under said cr., indictaent.

-

-
 t
x

T 3. ﬁhat TIME inc. has a history of comspiring to subvert the judicial
- and political processes by pudlishing, tizmely, malicious articles prior

to judicial decisions or eléction of pudlic ofricials._

32+ That because defendant, TIME, hae nade a 553§§»investigation )p. 17

' ' "said article) into the McaseM==their initial investigation evidently

being perdormed by Time inc. LIFE magazine in 1968-;TIM2 is cognizant
that a substantial portion of said article is false & malicious.

33. fia; substantial portions of said artilce by HMcMillian were supplied
to Mr. McMillian by defendants, Frank & Huis--Defendant, Hule, pudblished
a novel ra Flaintiff in 1970 titled He Slew the Dreamer'; defendant, =-188-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




-

® ® S

34+ That the false allogations ia said article: "that Plaintiff comaitied

a holdup 4n London, Ingland, and that George C. Wallace would pardon
pla.intifr; Pp. 17 & 23 :espectively, were su:plied to defendant McMillian

by dofendant Hule as evidenced by statements made directly to Plaintitf N
by the above mentioned Percy Foreman (quoating Euise to Plaintiff) alons e

with oral & written declarations by Defendat, Hule., See, -T.1+w ,=~.s -

35. That defendant Huie in his ongoing aediz canpalgn against Plaintiff

libeled Plaintiff in a CBS~TV interview hosted .by, lan Rather, on or

about Januvary 2, 1976, by falsely alleging in effect that Plaintif?f had !
murdered MLK Jr. a.nd, robbed a loan cozpany in London, mgland.

36, That the false allegations in r_etei:encg to Adolrh Eitler (p. 23 sail
article) was supplied to defendant‘.‘(c!ullian’by Dofendant, Frazli, as eve
3denced by statenents nade d..rectly to plaintift by Plaintift's forner

~Attorney (who was interviewed extensively by detendant, Frank) Robert Hill,: «

-

(34 t.he Chattanooga 'rennessee bar.

-
K]

SIS z
-

32. That defendant Huie has a histo_rir, for commercial reasons, of

contentiousness with said, Gov. Vallace. .

LY

38 That defendant Frank has a history of derending Ziopisz even when .
it includes =murder, eg, sece n-ank's novel, publisher in 1963, titled

"THE DEED", and if allegatioqs in cognt b-23 4 abov:g are substantiated in

court proceeding Mr. Frank's intrusion into said cr. indictaent as z

Goveranent advocate 45 readily explicable.

}9. That an axticle in the BILALIAN NEZVS published Marck 12, 19?6‘ page 15, .
penultimate parasraph, reported MEX Jr. vas shifting his political alli-
ances..'Dr. Xing was shitting his political allinaces and civil rights

" approach. 7o ajxppor.i this view observers point to Dr. King's views on.

the Viet Nam war and his grov'rins support of the labor movement. Dr. King
was also coning under the influence of the Teaching of the Honorabdle
Master Flijah Muhammade..® ) .-

40. That Plaintiff £iled a 14bel suit in the United States Dis. Ct. for

the W.D, of Tennessee titled, Ray V. Frank, Civil Action no. C-73-126,

2gainst herein defeandant, Srank, in 1973, and had process served uron

hiz through his pudlicher, Doudleday company. Mr. Framk was subsequently
’ -1894 '
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releived dby the Court as a defendant -in said suit by falssly al}esiug

( See, EX—G. p. 1) a process deficiency; Mr Framk's in effect falsely

. alleged that he & Doubleday Company's affiliation was forzal & transitory.

, media case. K

P
w*"

.
.

41., That the record will confirm that not onme of the glaintirt’e accusers
in the comaunication industry have ever offered live t;stiacny in a court
of law tut on thelcontrary, they have utilized numerous reees to avoid
process and the subpoena while the record will evidence Plaintitf‘has not
only given live éestinony (in the aforementioned evidentiary hearing) but
prior to the plea in said cr. indictment was in contention with his cr.
counsel ‘in their insistence--in collusion with detendant,'ﬁuie--that dlaint-

‘422 not be a defense witness therein.

[l N -

xoreover, nothing ot substance indicates that the legal systea-
intluencial publishing conpanies conbine are not acting ‘in concert t3 assu-
Tre, tnat their shall never be .a (jury) trial for Plaintitf. cri:inal or

civiI that's related to" said 1ndictnent...appareht1& because it would not -
be a M"show trialh,i.e., the Government could not sustain it's heretofore

<
v

»

n
-
A,

Lo

M ,ll N

AL

[V

And it would appear that 2 cr. defendant vithout the econosic

" or poditical influence to ef!ectively contest ¢the adove situation is not

»

only.subjeet to the denial of due process dut can also expect his family
nemiers to be Jailed and framed for criminzd oftences while the saze pub-

lishing 1ndustr1es, eg, defendant, TIME, conplain self-rignteously adbout

L AR s SN

sone distant country's corections or legal system. -~

Further, it seen's that, by chancd, the saus nedia-political
conbine that coalesced in the Tatergate inves tigation—nrosecution and
demanded full disclosure are out-of the same sack as thoes who prosecuted

plaintif? under said cr..indictment and who are nmow opposed to dizslosures. \

" [
t '
: s "

IN SUMMARY: the above mentioned Percy Foreman hae heretofore,

‘since he & the Goverament sansuvered Pléintirr into said indictment plea,

‘been giving a runnins connmentary in the nedia on how he (Foreman) ‘accon-
Plisaed the feat. now he hae published analocously the eezlogue to the

-

feat in the STAR aasanine wherein he pronounces.
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M,.eTith the publicity, appellate courts are reluctant to
reverse beczuss 1t would bring down & heap of criticisa fron
the pudlic w20 are mot fantliar with the rule and regulation
0f law...t0 find a Judge or a group qf Judges with ebought
courags would ox experience, te unexpected”, See, EX--H.

hd -

42+ That the defendants, TIME inc., George McMillian, ¥, Henry Haile,
Williaxm Bratford Huie, and Gerold Frank are guilty of the violation

as follows: : il
’

(a) of 2ibeling plaintiff in satd TIME article with malicios intent.

43.. That the defendants, TIME inc., George Mciilliar, W. Henry Halle,
are gailty of the violation as follows: °

(a) of acting in collusion, by the nature of said article and it's
publishing date, to influence the U.S. 6th circuit court of appeals im,

. Ray v. Rose, Mo, 73=1543, adversely to herein Plaintifs, thus obstructing

Justice and violatins plaintiffts civil rights.

¥ o

4#.»Thag dereﬁdant, chillian,is in additipn guilty of the vioclation
as follows: ' . ? - % . o "

(a) of receving & publishing malicious marerial from defeandants,
Huie & Frank, with a reckless disregard for the truth or falsity of said

material thus coapounding Hc{illian's libdel.

45+ That defeadant, Hule, is in additign guilty of the violation as follows:

1
1

“(a) of liveling with malicious inteny by falsely charging on a

-CBS-TV special dated Jamuary 2, 1976, and hosted by Dan Rather, that Ylaint-

4122 had in effect murdered, Rev. Martin Luther Xing Jr., and, rodbded a
loan company in, London, Ergland.
" .
4§. That defendant, Haile, is guflty of the additional violationsas -follows:

-~

hY . .

(a) of viclating Plaiatiff's civil rights with maliclous imtont

by aiding & abetting defendant, Mc%illian, ia his (55a1111an's) publisking

saild article, through furnishing Hc%ill&an information trom the files o2

the Tennessee Attorney General's office wviils he (Halle) was asst. Att. Gen.
(b) of having direct krowledge resuitins from his tenure in the

Tennesses A.G. 0ffice and his assoclation wzith the aforezmentioned, Percy

Foremen & Yilliam L. Barry, of the trut¥ulness of allegation nade in count-3

herein abcve, thus viclating rlaintiff's civil rights.

-191-
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47+ That deferndants, Judge McRae &‘Bfenda Pellicclotts, are guilty of
the civil rights violation as follows: )

(a) of deliderately withholding relevant portions of Plaintiff's
transcript froz an appellate court, refered to im count-1% b above, and
tbus contrituted substantially to that court--U.S. 6th circuit court of
appeals—-sustainins Judge YcRaels earlier. ruling therein against Plaintif?,

d

48 . That derendant, Judge McRae, 1s in addition guklty of the civil right's
violation as follows:

» , A
(2) of refusing to act on a motion to take peryetuating testi-

nony from defendant, Hule, in the aforézentioned evidentiary hearing, re~
fered to in count-14 ¢ abtove,

L9 . That the Plaintiff is entitled to exemplary danages because defendants,
' excluding Judge McRae & Pellicciotti, should be taught that the culpabil-

~ity of defendants in cr. indictzents were intended under tbe United States
constitution to be decided in courts of law rather thaz through fraudulent
nisrepresentations in the commercizl coanﬁnications 1ndustryi and the cther

tvo defendants that legal requirements precede political cormsiderations
or blasness zgainst a particular litigant.

"

- v
1

.

Q. That as'a éesult of the defendants actiors cited herein the Plaintiff
has not only been ligeled in a -naligant fashion but thoes who have the
responsibility of urholding litigants constitutional riohts have by their
collusive acts indirectly contridbuted to and encouraged the libel.

*

- WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment fron defendants, ex-

¢ -
fcluding Judge McRae, punitive damages of Five hundred thousand dollars
respectively. . ’ :

%

s - Jazes E. Ray
Station--A
+ Nashyville,; Tennessoe.

- Plaintifs A aiL’ L ']2/ ]

- - .

. e ' 192~
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: State of Tennessee } . '
R SHELBY COUNTY ;
L) \
- . » e . B .
: 1, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of said County, do hereby certify that the fore-
going. (5)_FIVE Pages contain a full, true and perfect copy of the
. PETITION FOR WAIVER OF TRIAL AND REQUEST FOR ACCEPTANCE OF LEL_E,,QILLI! AR
ORDER AUTIIORIZING WAIVER OF TRIAL AND ACCEPTING PLEA OF (UIL‘!Y IND
l VOIR DIRE OF DEFEQDA-‘J’I‘ ON WAIVER AND ORDER - OF JAMES EARL RAY -~ BOCKET NUMVER B-16645
as the same appears of record now on file in my office.
E “ In Testimony Whercof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal
: . of said Court, at office, in the City of Memphis.
this.30_day of AUG. 1978
; ‘. ‘ /s/ J.A.BLACKWELL Clerk
Ve B,M‘;Z%...n c
.
O SEELBY COUNTY Memphis, Tenn.... AUG.. 16,1976 19,
.‘! Fond “
j i_ L_WILLIAM H. WILLIAMS sole and presiding Judge of the Criminal Court of said
3. County Division 3 __, certily that J. A. BLACKWELL, who gave the foregoing certificate, is now, and
P . '
B was at the time of signing the same, Clerk of said Court, and that said Court is a Court of Record, and that
i‘—- his attestation is in due form, and his official acts, as such, are entitled to full faith and credit.
B e ray hand, 5 of 1976,
- ;!‘l ) MW&J‘I&Z&
g . .
s State of Tennessee
z SHELBY COUNTY .
c:g - ‘ N " = vy re -
' L, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of said County, certify that HON.
“d ‘ _MLMMLHAMS whose genuine official signature appears to the above
ter

o a.nd hereto annexed Certificate, is and was at the time of signing the same, sole and presiding Judge of the

< Cmm.ml Court Division.3— ., in and for the County and State aforesaid, d\dy commissioned and quali-

fied, and that all his official acts, as such, are entiled to full faith and credit.

In Testimony Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal
' . , of said Court, at office, in the City of Memphis,

< this. 16 _dey of AUG, 1976
o ’ - .__L§[ A }‘L...._ Clerk.
. S L
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IN THE CAIMINAL COUAT OF SHILIY CQUNTY, TENNISSES

DIVISIO‘( 111 . O
i N .
. STATZ OF TENNESSEE ' I
LY | Mo.lg6es -]
8 JAMES EARL RAY . - .
* DEFENOANT . . ] . ) . oo ; .
: R ; ¢~ PETITION FOR VAIVER OF TRIAL-AND REQUEST FOR e . :
. ) ’ ACCEPTM«C:. OF PLEA OF GUIL"Y
v '. That ny true full neme is JAMES EARL &AY end I ossert that
. ®1) procecdings ecgeinst ne. should be hod in the nsme which I heredy declare to ve ry
.t true noze, . . R
Lo, . My attorney inr the csuse is PERCY FOREMAN _y Who wes se- !
N “; lected snd retsined dy me,/who wss appointed by ihe Court xkxwxxzowest, to represent 3
nme in this causec. and Hugh Stanton, Sr., Public Defender, :
. T have received a copy of the fndictment telore bdeing caslled upoa to plesd, .

. ard I have resd and discussed it with my attorney, end bdbelleve and feel that I under-
stand the sccusation made 2gsinst me in this csse and in each case listed herein. IX
. bereby wsive the formal reading of the indictment.

PR T I have told my sttorney the facts and surrcurding circumstances ss known

"1 t0 me concerning the matters mentioned in the indictments, snd believe snd feel trat
ry attorney is Nlly informed as to sll such matters., My sttorney hss informed ne

) at to the nsture and csuse of each sccusstion sgsinst re, and 3s to any- -and 21X ‘

+ .. possible defenses X night nave in this cause. <

- ¥y sttorney has advised ne &8s to the punishment provided by law for the

« . 3 effenses charged aud exbraced in the indicinment sgsinst me. My sttorney has furtier .,
Y~ advised that punishment which the law provides for the crime with which I sa chsarged

in the indiciment is as follows: . ..

< death by electrocution or confinement in the State Penitentiary for

, RPN B A »

13fe or for some period of time oi{er twenty (20) years

" and if sccepted by the Court and Jury zmy scntence on » plea of guilty will be:

[«\ confinement in the State Penitentiary for ninety-nine years (99).

- v

!- It has bzen fully explaoined to me and X understand that I mey, 4f I so choose,
* plead “Not Guilty™ to sny offense chsrged sgainst me, and that if I choose to plesd "ot .
*  Cullty™ the Constitution gusrsntees 2nd this Court will provide me the right to a sp2edy -
... ond public trial by Jury; the right to see and hear #ll witnesses-against me; the right
to use the power snd process of the Court to compzll. the production of sny evidence,
' f Including the sitendance of any witness, in my favor; snd the right to have the sssis-
touce of coun»el in ry defense st 8}l stsges of the proceedino...
. In the exercise of ny own free w1l snd choice and without any threats or
. Regssure of sny kind or promises of gsin or favor from any source vhatsoever, 2nd being
TN ....;;' avave of the sction I sm taking, I do hercby in open Court request the Court to
ke -r'cept =y plca of guilty to the chorges outlined herein. I hereby waive any right I
I;.-‘ ' - myy or cowdd have to 2 Motion for 2 New Trisl, ond/z an appesl,

- 2 (,:Azz- ) bQ"\.-"

- Derendant Jd

u v

. e e ioe e e
LI ¥

' ———tn .
vj‘:&« Z:%K , et
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IN THC CRIMINAL COUKT OF JMNoL2Y CIUNTY, TSUNISSES .
. «DIVISICH III .

STATE OF TENWISSES = .
vs " No._16645 B

JAMES EARL RAY .o -
DEFEZRIALT i

ORDER AUTHORIZING WAIVER OF TRIAL AND ACCEFTING
: _ FLEA OF GUILTY

“This ceuse cems on for haering before the Honorsdble W,

PRESTON BATTLE s Judge of Divisfon IIXI , of the

Crininel Court of Sheldy County, Temnesses, on the petition of the

defendant, JAMES EARL RAY ", for Waiver of trisl Yy Jury and

reques!t for scceptynce of 2 plea of guilty, ssid petition being attached
hereto and 'incorporsted by referense herein; upon statements msde in
the District Attorney General,

open Court by the de.endsnt berein; his attornsysof record; s /the Assistaint
AttornsysGenersd representing the State of ':ennessce; and from questioning
by the Court of defendsnt srd his counsed in open Court; and

IT APPEARING TO THE CCURT stter careful considerstion that the . b
delendsnt h-erein has dbeen fuily sdvised and understands his right to 2
trizd by Jury on the merits of the indictmant agsinct hin, a;xd thnt .th-.-
defendsnt hercin dees not elect to have s Jury dctex;zine his guilt or
‘innocence under » Plea of Not Guilty; 2nd has woived the forzal reading

of the indictment, AD:

IT FURTHER APFZARING TO THEZ COURT that %he defendsnt 1nt-lligcn.l/
and understendingly walves his right to a trisl and of hls owm f-ee wil) 3nd
chofce and without any threats ox pressure of ony kir.d or pro*;se;, other
that the recommendstion of the State 25 to punishzent; end does 5e;ife to
‘enter 2 ples of guilty and accept the rccom::e;xdntion of the State as to
punistaent, vaives his right to 2 Motfon for a Mew Trisl and/or sn appead, .
. T oI THEREFCRE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the patition
filed herein be¢ and the suzc is herebdy grented,

Enter this the IC.;-E'- doy of _ Maxch » 2969,

. . . ‘ wmu J?:L : )

. JUDGE

-196-
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JUDGE ""James Earl Ray, stand.”
JUDGE "Have your lawyers explained all your rights to you and do .

you understand them?"
DEFENDANT ' "Yes"

A ’ o ’{D

JUDGE Do you know that you have a right to a trial by jﬁry on the
charge of Murder in the First Degree against you, the puaish-
ment for Murder in the First Degree ranging from Death by

Electrocution to any time over twenty years? The burden of

-

proof is on the State of Tennessee to prove Yyou guiltf'be-
yond a2 reasonable doubt and to 2 moral certainéy and the de-
cision of the Jury must be unanimous both as to guilt and
punishrent?

In the event of a2 jury verdict against you, you would

have the right to file a Motion for a New Trial addressed tc¢ i *

the trial judge? In the event of an adverse ruling against
you on your Motion for a New Trial, you would have the right

to successive appeals to the Tennessee Court of Criminal Ap-

peals and the Supreme Court of Tennessee and to file a pe-

L2

tition for review by the Supreme Court of the United States?

Do you understand that you have all these rights?"

. DEFENDANT  "Yes" , . : '

PLEE TR =
T ew
L)

- JUDGE "You are entering a plea of Guilty to Murder in the First

Degree as charged in the Indictment and are compromising
and settling your case on agreed punishment of ninety-nine

years in the State Penitentiary. Is this what you want to

do?"

-

¢ DEFENDANT "Yes"

* " JUDGE "Do you understand that you are waiving, which means "giving

up", a.formal trial by your Plea of Guilty although the laws
of this State require the prosecution to present certain evi-

dence to 2 jury in all cases of Pleas of Guilty to Murder in

the First Degree? ' N .
. . lﬁ ——
. ° . = ',
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Page 2
Voir Dire

of Defendant on Waiver and Order

By your plea of guzlty you are also waiving your rights
to (1) Motion for a New Trxal' (2) Successive Appeals to
the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals and the Suprene

Court of Tennessee; (3) Petition for Review by the Supreme

"Court of the United States. ' o < -

"DEFENDANT
.JUDGE

DEFENDANT
JUDGE

DEFENDANT
JUDGE

DEFENDANT

By your plea of guilty you are also abandoning and
waiving your objections and exceptions to all the Motions
and Petitions in which the Court has heretofore ruled against
you in whole or in part, among them being:
=7+ 1. Motion to withdraw pléa and quash indictment
» 2. Motion to inspect evidence

3. Motion to remove lights and cameras from Jaxl

4. Motion for private consultation with attérney '

S. Petition to authorize defendant to take‘deposi:ions

6. Motion to permit conference with Huie

7. Motion to pefmit photographs

8. Motion to designate court reporters

'9. Motion to stipulate testimony
10. Suggestion of proper name"
"Yes'
"Has anything besides this sentence of ninety-nine years in

the penitentiary been promised to you to get you to plead

guilty? Has anything else been promised you by anyone?" N

"NO"
“Has any pressure of any kind, by aﬁyonern any way been
used on you to get you to plead guilty?"

"No" ' ¢
"Are you pleading guilty to Murder in the First Degree -in
this case because you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under

such circumstances that would make you legally guilty of

Murder in the First Degree under the law as explained to

you by your lawyers?"

"Yagt " ~ _
' Pl
. Y
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Page 3 C s
Voir Dire of Defendant on Waiver and Order

JUDGE "Is this Plea of Guilty to Murder in the First Degree with
agreed punishrent of ninety-nine years in the State Peni-
tentiary, freely, voluntarily and understandingly made and,
entered by you?"

DEFENDANT  "Yes"

JUDGE "Is this Plea of Guilty on your part the free act of your
free will, made with your full knowledge and understanding
of its meaning and consequeﬂées?" . \

DEFE;‘\'DA.‘!T. "Yes" .

JUDGE "You may be scated.”

et B W
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