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The FBI conducted a thorough investigation of the 

assassination of Dr. Marin Luther King, Jr., a Department 
of Justice task force concluded in a report released today by 

Atto.rney Genneal Griffin B. Bell. •
The 149-page report was submitted by the task force 

of the Office ^f Professional Ressposibility foiowwnng an 

eight-month intensive review of FBI fUes and interveew of 
witnesses. The purpose of the study was to examine FBI 

activitiss involvnng Dr. King and to evaluate the sffsctisnnsss 
of the assassination investigation.

The ■report concluded that the FBI had conducted a . 

pamstaknng and successful mvestigatoon of the 1962 

assass-inatoOn in Memmpis, Tennessee.

• The task force also found no evidence of FBI 

cornmiicity in the warder. ,

The only new evidence that was developed related to 
details that did not affect the ultimate conclusion that James 

Earl Ray was the properly convicted murderer.
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^ The task force of five attorneys^and two research 
analysts reveewed mom than 200,000 documents foom FBI 

Headquarters and Field Office .files and innervnewnd some 40 

witnesses in its study of the-King case.

On April 26, 1976, then Attorney General Edward H. 

Levi directed the Office of Professional Resporsibility, headed 

by Michael E. Shrhnnn, Jr., to review Department fUes to 

determine:
(1) Whether the FBI investigaton of Dr. King's 

murder on Aporl 4, 1968, at MemmOis, Tnrrnssee, was thorough 

and hones st; ■
(2) Whether there was any evidence of FBI ’

invoivement in Dr. King's derti•,
(3) Whether any new evidence had*come to the 

rttsrtior of the Department bearing on the assassination which 

should be dealt with by the proper authorities; and

(4) Whether the islrtronsiio between the FBI and 
Dr. King caned for criminal prosecution, disciplrrary 
proceedings, or rtier apprrpriase action.

After reviewing the murder investigation, the task 
force turned to the ore-rssrssirrtior semarty investigation of 
Dr. King. The task force found that there may have bnnr an 

arguable basis for the FBI to initiate a seiuuity investigaton 
on Dr. King, but continued that the security inVsstiirtror shruld 

have innr ended in 1963 and not 'cortrnued until his death five . 

years later. * ■
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The FBI’s COINTELPRO-type harassment of Dr. King and 

efforts to drive him out of the civil rights movement were found 

to have been clearly improper.
Mr. Shaheens report concluded that any criminal 

action against FBI participants in the harassment campaign was 

barred by the statute of JLimiaaiinns. The task -force 
recommended no disciplnnayy action because the chief FBI 
officials -responsibee for the harassment are dead or retired.

The task force submOtted recommendations for tighter 
supervisor of the FBI’s domessic inteliigncce acuities and 

endorsed the Department's new guidelines in this area. The „ 

task force also proposed outright prohibition of COINTELPRO-type 

activitess against domestic intellieence subjects.

DXXM97702
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1062 EDTrON 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 10111U0 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : ALL AGENT'S date: 3/11/77

FROM SAC (66-2189)

SUBJE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE REPORT 
ON FBI INVESTIGATIONS INVOLVIGG 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR:

‘ Re Bureau airtel to Albany, ^/1/'77.
Referenced report was prepared by the Department 

of Justice Task Force which conducted a review of our • 
security investigation as well as our investigation re­
garding tlw assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING., JR. . 
Director KELLEY was satisfeed with the results of the Task 
Force report and has responded to inquiries regarding that 
report in t;he foliow0ng manner:

”I noted with great satisfactoon the conclusions 
of t;he task force that the FBI’s assassination probe of the- 
Martin Luther King slaying was ’credible and thorough’; 
that there was no evidence of a conspiracy; and that the 
report clearly indicates no complicity on the part of the 
FBI in this assass ina^on.

"There are portions of the report which describe 
ibjectiolrb>ee actons on the part of the FBI.

’Guideinnes, procedures and our determination to 
be conppetely observaot of civil rights and the dignity of 
man will prevent a recurrence of these activities."

If r*equested to comment regarding any of the 
cinclusions of the Task Force or concerning the contents 
of its report, you should feel free to quotemy above-cited 
statement. However, you should not expand on*my staemunt 
or volunteer observations of your own.

covered in the 
(Esit. 3691) of
1 - Each Agent 
1 - 66-2189
1 - 66-31
CCM:mrp .

i^^ In additoon, you should not hesitate to refer news 
media rllreslotatVees who make inquiries about matters66-2Z/89

Task Force report to the Press 
the External Affairs Divisonu

** SAC willhandle this

Services Unit
SEARCHED___ _ INDEXED
SERIALIZED  ’'t^me
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Should you receive inquiries regarding the 
availaiility of copies of the Task Force report, you should 
state that the report was released by the Department of 
Justice and that the FBI has been ada:ised that copies of 
t;he report are being printed and will be available for 
purchase through the Supeeintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402.

A copy of referenced report is maintained in MlEile 
66-2189 for those of you who wish to peruse it at your leisure 
Said report connain&s 200 pages.
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