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MAINTAIN AS TOP SERIAL

In 2016, the serials) removed from this file was accessioned to the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) pursuant to the JFK Records Collection Act of 1992 (JFK Act).

Under the JFK Act, original of all material deemed assassination records must be accessioned to NARA. 
Accession of these records is mandated by the JFK Act and public access to them is rvailrble through 
NARA. If you wish to access the records through NARA, you must send your request to NARA at College 
Park;.

The foHowing materials were removed from this file and are maintained in the JFK Collection at NARA;

.-^Jlr. / JIRI

Jt-2197 241^^0128^.^O^^}^^ 

66-2197 36 thru58 , 60,6/

6A 219 63' Aru 7 8 8 0 81
66-2197 85 thRu 93
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. dun^. The ^iWas file and- reP!acidLwith '
;^iccai" A pi'iiS of the-mg-inal were accisSironed to the 
NyVaTiArch^5 and Records Adiinnstratocni (NARA) pursuant 
'o^he/FKi cTd3 ^ of 1992, ProvisirpUof the 
JF£ACtrtllra^ ^V"^ fmation. to be postponed foom 
pUl reeease Unul th" year 2017; therefore, tse pages have
NOT neceesstliy been reeeased for public review in their 
entirety.

U^r^JFK ACt' ir^nals to all material deemed 
as ’ u tia'^nu rrds mu'st be access-sooned to NARA ^gardeess ■
f™heLthe mateel■tl is open in full or leased with 
il;rmapCnPostpOned: Therefore, any documents or Pages 
fm’ F.I ^es tccessinned to NARA pursuant to the JFK Act 
are1no ^nger considered the possession of the FBI. The 
du^ca? Pages have biin inserted strictly for research pUrcoses. .

, The copies contained herein do not nece^saily show 
-he most up-to-date cltssifCcttion.

.Tr.a?ta:nJa Clpy lf the PU^lidy reeeased version rf 
fny-mmav t^r mantas in the UFK Collection at the NARA 
fadi a^oi^s^r' MD-you may crntact the jfk Access

. _ The f9il0oHing maaeriais were removed from this file 
.and are maintained in the JFK Collectron at NARA:

File & Serial Number JFK SUnect Identifier 
lfrr NARA purposes)

snab/A'AI
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FD-340a (Rev. 10-3-77)

(Title).

(File No.)

Item Date To be returned
DispositionFiled Yes No

10/14/28 roles , nobel typer

66-2197 IA
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT SENT TO The me
DATE 8/5/1988
NATIONAL FKARCA)

OCT 13 1978

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-34O REV. (IO.|.76.

-----^^^ C fa 

(NAME OF SPECIAL. AGENT)-------------n/
To Be Returned Q Yes

Receipt Given Q Yes

Description.

ORIGINAL DOCUMENT SENT TO
NATIONS A^^ 7 J
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Informational Purposes Only

du-iThe °plgnaseW^ this file and replaced with
pni,i a opies of t.he original were accrssioned to the

Nd"^'^17?^65 - and^6™^Acdlinistiatlon. (NARA) pursuant 
toKther JFK1 or -Collectln Act of 1992i Provisoon of the
JFK' al-lpwed for certain information to be postponed from
pubic reeeaSe unnn the year 2017; therefore,pthe pages h^e 
NOT r^ce^rr^ b^n rebased for public review in pheer 
entirety.

U^tS® JFK A*' li1gmalS to all maaerial deemed 
as abptna^nh' ecords must: be acGessslonrd to NARA irgardeSss • 

■ .f^hSer th^ ma^al is open in full or released with- 
^“^postponed^ any documents' or pates
fm ‘ I f^63 hccesslnred to NARA pursuant to the JFK Act hir1no linger considrird the plssrssi.lo of the FBI The 
duplicate pa9^ haVe been kerfed strictly for research pUiClsrs• .

"^ copi^ contained hrrriLn do not oeceehsrily show 
...e most: up to-date classificatioo.

„ To’-taiMcopy of the purely released version of 
aoyT^t;r‘alll i^d in the JFK Cd lecdon at the NARA
ftaci y-iBO-i/Ti-geKpark' MD' you may contact the JFK Access sta.f, at 3U1//1J-6620.

- The fo-XOownng materials were removed foom thi
and' are maintained in the JFK Collection at NARA:

s file

FUe & Serial Number JFK Subject Idenifier 
jfor NARA purposes)
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HQO0E14 3312117 .

RR AFD

DE HQ

R 2617 15Z NOV 76 .

FM DI RECOOR •

TO ALL SACS ROUTINE •

BT

CLEAR

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

FOR riFORMATTON OF ■ RECIPIENTS, AT THE CLOSE OF THE 94TH 

CONGRESS, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CREATED A SELECT 

COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATES TO INVESTIGATE THE DEATHS OF JOHN 

F. .KENNEDY AND MARITIN LUTHER KING, JR. THIS COMMITTEE AND THE 

OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, HAVE 

REACHED AN AGREEMENT STIPULATIGG THAT ALL COMMITTEE REQUESTS 

■ FOR ACCESS TO FBI FILES AND PERSONNEL WILL BE MADE IN WRITH 

TO THE OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS. ~ '

IT IS NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT SOME MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 

STAFF HAVE SOUGHT ON THEIR OWN TO INTERVIEW DEPARTMENTAL

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO CLEAR

AND HEADQUARTERS PERSONNEL. IF SUCH CONTACTS OCCUR, YOU ARE 

INSTRUCTED TO REFER THE CONTACTING HOUSE COMMITTEE 'OFFICIAL TO 

THE OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TO 

FBIHQ. ATTEMPTS BY THE COMMITTEE TO OBTAIN INFOR"ATIOH THROUGH 

YOUR PERSONNEL OR ANY OTHER MATTERS PTRTAIUTGG TO THE HOUSE 

SELECT COMMITTEE SHOULD be FURNISHED PROUPTLY TO frihc, ATTENTION 

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION.

FOR YOUR FURTHER INFORMATION, IN THE EVENT PERSONNEL 

ARE CONTACTED FOR PURPOSE OF INTERVIEW OR TESTIMONY, REFER TO 

MY LETTER, CUMBER 1-75, DATED MAY 28, 1975, CAPTIOEDD "MEMORANDUM 

TO ALL EMPLOYEES; RE: INTERVIEWS OF FBI EMPLOYEES." THIS . 

MEMORANDUM DETAILS EMPLOYEE RESPCINSBILITY REGARDING DISCLOUUEE 

OF INFORMATION AS OUTLINED IN THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS, 

AND THE FBI EMPLOYEE AGREEMENT, WHICH REQUIRE APPROPRAAEE 

AUTHORITY BEFORE FUROTSHING INFORMATION, TEST^^^ONY OR Record 

material. . ;

RECIPINATS ARE ALSO REMINDED THAT, IN ACCORDACEE WITH’ 

OUR DESARUCTIO^’ OF FILES AND RECORDS PROGRAM, RECORDS 

POSSESSING EVIDENTIARY, INAELLIEOCC- of HTSTLACCAL VALUE, ^UCH 

AS THE KENNEDY AND KING ASSASSINATION rVECTIGAT IOIS ARE
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PAGE THREE CLEAR

EXCLUDED FROM THE FILE DESTRUCTION PROGRAM.: are CATO 

destroyed.

ALL LEGATS ADVISED SEPARATELY.

BT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



e & Serial Number

The copies contained herein do not necersaaily show 
”e most up to-date classification.

„:ta“ani“py lf the publicly released veisiln of 
aj.'ja1? maotal”i!d in the JFK Collection at the NARA 

ftJF L'cim^o^' MD you may contact the JFK Access

JFK Subject IdrnOtfirr 
.(for NARA purposes)

T^followng - ""aterials were removed foom this file 
an' are rnainiaxned in the JFK Collrction at Napa-JFK Collection at NARA:

The “^nas "”0'*'1.^0"' this file and replaced with 
'upicc^n - copies of the original were accessioned to the 
NcaO■:0oal1^AichV^ (NARA) pursuant
^/hL KR jd5 C3Ilectln Act of 1992'. Provisoon of the 
XA^".!^ f0r1ce;tal0 information to be postponed from
PoT^r U year 2m; therefore, the pages haveen^nety * bee° re^' for public review i.n ^eir

Un'^^*}0 JFK Act-' orignials to an maaerial. deemed 
ns aha'0a'ti0^! ecords'm05^ be access-sooned to NARA regardless • 
of ^e heLthe ^^ is open in full or rebased with 
;Of;°mO^T;^atP'?^ any documents or pages
" F I -lies acceSaioedd t.o NARA pursuant to the JFK Act aie^oo l.iogri co°sidered the possession of the FBI. The 
'up:^!? pages have been inserted strictly for research . purcoses. . ■
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0-9 (F ev. 7-27-76)

TRANSMIT VIA: __ Artel_______________ __

PRECEDENCE: _______________________________

CLASSIFICATION: DATE:11/29/76

To: SAC, Memphis (66-2197)

From: Director, FBI

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Reurtel 11/17/76 and FBIHQ teletype to. all SACs

§ 
5

E­

KI
-J
o

11/24/76. •

Refer to refeenceed FBIHQ teletype relative to 
handling any inquiries from captioned coppttee.

SA Hester can be assigned full time to review the 
Maatin Luther King assassination fiees under SAC authority.

-S Ei

(D
o n

ot
 ty

pe
 BE

YO
N

D
 TH

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

.)

(Do not type below this line.)

1978
'hlST BI/DOJ
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WO075 0060043 '

RR AFD

DE HQ

R 06000Z JAN 77

FM DIRECTOR (62-117290)

TO ALL SACS ROUTINE
CLEAR ■ * Q\^( ^

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATES "

REFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPE NOVEMBER 24, 1976.

REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE SET FORTH THE FACT THAT THE 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATORS (HSC) HAS BEEN 

CREATED BY THE NINETY-TOURTH CONGRESS TO INVESTIGATE THE 

DEATHS-, OF.JOHN -. KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KINS, JR.
I^/oNNECTEJN WITH THE HSC INVESTOAAT ION THE UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT TF JUSTICE HAS INSTRUCTDD THE BUREAU TT MAKE AVAIL­

ABLE, FOR REVIEW BY THE HSC STAFF INVESTIGATORS, ALL MATERIAL 

REGARDING THE JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION AND MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR., ASSASSINATION AS WELL AS CLOSELY RELATED CASES.

IN ORDER TT PREPARE FOR THE HSC REVIEW, YOU ARE REQUESTED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO (62-117290) CLEAR

TO PREPARE AN INVENTORY OF ALL MATERIALS AVAILABLE IN YOUR 

OFFICE REGARDING THE CASES SET FORTY BELOW. IT IS,NOTED THAT 

BUREAU TEPETYPE DATED DECEMBER 9, 19 75, TITLED "MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR.," BUREAU FILE 100-106673, YOU WERE REQUESTED TO 

INVENTORY ALL PERTINENT MATERIAL RELATIVE TO THE MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR., ASSASSINATION. IT IS, THEREFORE, NOT NECESSARY FOR 

FIELD OFFICES AND LEGATS TO REINVITTRYY THAT MATERIAL AT THIS TIME.

FILES TO BE INCLUDED IN YOUR CURRENT INVENTORY ARE:

THE ASSASSINATE OF

NOVEMBER 22, 1963

PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY
4 4 /O

00: DALLAS BUREAU FILE 62-109060

(2) LEE HARVEY OSWALD 44'1165
IS - R - CUBA

00 : DALLAS

(3) MARINA N. OSWALD

IS - R

BUREAU FILE 105-S2555

SOBIR.

(4) JACK RUBY

LEE HARVEY OSWALD

BUREAU FILE 103-126032

VICTIM

CIVIL RIGHTS BUREAU FILE 44-24016

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE (62-117290) CLEAR "

(5) PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON THE ASSASSINATION OF 

PRESIDETT KENNEDY (WARREN COMMISSION) 

BUREAU FILE 62-1019090

IN PREPARNGG FIELD OFFICE INVENTORIES FOR ALL MAIN 

FILES RELATING TO ABOVE, THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC ITEMS MUST 

BE INCLUDED: (A) FIELD OFFICE FILE NUMBER, INCLUDNNG OFFICE 

PREFIX; (B) TITLE AND CHARACTER OF FILE; (C) VERY BRIEF 

DESCRIPT^N OF FILE CONTENTS, INCLUDNNG . WHETHER IT CONTAINS 

ANY TAPED, ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS AND/OR TRANSCRIPTS, 

PHOTOGRAPHS, BULKY EXHIBITS AND ANY OTHER Similar MATERIAL 

WHICH IS IN ADDmON TO ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE. IF ANY OF 

THE ABOVE (TAPES, ETC.) IS NOTED, VERY BRIEFLY DESCRIBE. 

INCLUDE STATEMENT DESCRIBNNG ALL SUBFILES RELATING TO THE 

MAIN FILE; (DL ACCOUNT FOR SIWE/SCOPE OF FILE AND RELATED 

MATTERS. FOR EXAMPLE, INDICATE NUMBERS OF SECTIONS AND 

SERIALS IN FILE; VOLUME OF LOGS/TRANSCRIPTS AND BULKY 

EXHIBITS; ETC.

IT IS FURTHER NOTED THAT IN REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE 

OF NOVEMBER 24, 1976, YOU WERE'REMINDED OF THE Fact THAT 

RECORDS POSSESSNGG EVIDENTIARY, INTELLIENICE OR HISTORICAL

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FOURIK62-1 17290) CLEAR

VALUE SUCH AS THE KENNEDY AND KING ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATIONS 

ARE EXCLUDED FROM OUR DESTRUCTION OF FILES AID RECORDS 

PROGRAM AID SHOULD NOT BE DESTROYED.

YOU ARE, THEREFORE, INSTRUCTED TO REPLY BY Teletype 

SETUGG FORTH YOUR INVENTORY REGARD II The ABOVE LISTED JOHN F. 

KENNEDY-ASSASSINATOR FTL.ES. IN ADDITION, YOU ARE REQUITED 

AO ADVISE: WHETHER any MATERIAL RELGA IVE AO THE MART N LUTHER 

KTNI, JRMN GSSASSTIGA OOI! (MURKTD AND THE ABOVE L^TED FILES 

RELGAED TO THE JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSGSSIIGTION MAY HAVE SEEN 

DESTROYED UNDER THE DESTRUCTHM OF FILES AND RECORDS PROGRAM. 

TF SO, INCLUDE A L^TTG OF SAID FILES. THE HANDLII OF THTS 

MATTER MUST BE UNDERTAKEN IMMEDIATELY AND GIVEN THE HIGHEST 

PRIORITY. sum YOUR RESULTS ATTENTION GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE 

BIVISIOI, CIVIL KIGHTS SECTION, CONGRESSIOI!AL TNSUIRY UNIT.

ALL leggas advised SEPARATELY.

BT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



, FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

F B I

Date: 1/6/77
Transmit the following in--------------------—------------------------------------------------------

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via .___________________ _ ____ ______________________________
(Precedence)

FM MEMPHIS (66-2197) (P)

TO DIRECTOR PRIORITY

BT .

CLEAR

ATTENTION GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, 

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATES

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL OFFICES DATED JANUARY 6, 
1977 .

THE FOLLOWING IS AN INVENTORY OF MATERIAL RELATING TO THE 

ASSASSINATOON OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY:

(1) MEFILE 44-1166 - ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. 

KENNEDY, NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS; AFO. 00 DL.

THIJS IS A TWO VOLUME FILE CONTAINING 263 SERIALS. THE 

FILE IS COMPOSED OF LETTERS, MEMORANDA, AIRTELS, TELETYPES, 

FD-3 02’S, AND LHM’S SETTING FORTH LEADS AND INSTRUCTOONS 

FOR THE INVESTIGATE OF THIS MATTER AND CONTAINING RESULTS OF

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

F BI
Date:

Transmit the foUowing in---------- ------------------------------------------------------------------
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via______________________________ _______________________________________
(Precedence)

PAGE TWO (ME 66-2197)

THE INVESTIGATION. IN ADDITION, IT CONTAINS NUMEROUS 

NEWSPAPER CLIPPNNGS TAKEN FROM NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN THE AREA 

COVERED BY THE MEMPHIS OFFICE. THIS FILE CONTAINS TWO PHOTO­

GRAPHS OF STEPHEN YVES L’EANDES. L’EANDES WAS OF INTEREST TO 

THE BUREAU IN CONNECTION WITH THIS INVESTIAAIOON BECAUSE HE 

ALLEGEDLY VISTTED RUSSIA WITH LEE OSWALD. THIS FILE CONTAINS NO 

TAPED ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS, TRANSCRIPTS, OR BULKY ■ 

EXHIBITS.

(2) MEFILE 105-891 - LEE HARVEY OSWALD, AKA; IS -. R - 

CUBA. 00 DL.

THIS IS A TWO VOLUME FILE WHICH CONTAINS 134 SERIALS.

THIS FILE IS MADE UP OF MEMORANDA, LETTERS, AIRTELS, TELETYPES, 

REPORTS, AND LHM'S SETTING FORTH LEADS AND INSTRUCTOONS FOR 

THE INVESTIGATION OF THIS MATTER AND CONTAINING THE RESULTS OF 

THE INVESTIGATION. THIS FILE ALSO CONTAINS NUMEROUS NEWSPAPER 

CLIPPNGSS OBTAINED FROM NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN THE AREA 

COVERED BY THE MEMPHIS OFFICE. THIS FILE CONTAINS PHOTOS 

OF JAMES FREDERICK MURPHY, ALBERT OSBORNE, AND JOHN HOWARD BOWEN.

Approved: ---------------------------- --------------------------------------------- Sent______________________ M Per_____________
Special Agent in Charge

GPO : 1915 o - 5909922
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FD--36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI
Date:

Transmit the following in----------------------------------------------------—-----------------------
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via________________ :__________ __________ :-------------- _------ ------- ----------
(Precedence)

PAGE THREE (ME 66-2197)

JAMES MURPHY WAS OF INTEREST TO THe BUREAU BECAUSE HE AND A 

PERSON BELIEVED TO BE LEE HARVEY OSWALD APPLEED FOR EMPLOYMENT 

AT THE STATLER HILTON HOTEL, DALLAS, TEXAS, ON THE SAME DATE, 

OCTOBER 31, 1963. ALBERT OSBORNE AND JOHN HOWARD BOWEN WERE 

OF INTEREST TO THE BUREAU IN THIS INVESTIGATION BECAUSE ALBERT 

OSBORNE TRAVELED From NUEVO LAREDO, MEXICO, TO MEXICO CITY 

ON A BUS USING THE NAME JOHN. HOWARD BOWEN IN SEPTEMBER 26, 

1963, WITH OSWALD. BOTH ISBORNE AND BIWEN WERE INTERVEEWED BY 

BUREAU PERSONNEL. THIS FILE DOES NOT CONTAIN ANY TAPED 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS', TRANSCRIPTS, OR BULKY EXHIBITS.

(3) A REVIEW OF THE INDICES OF THE MEMPHIS OFFICE REVEALED 

NO MAIN FILE HAS BEEN OPENED BY THIS OFFICE REGARDING MARINA N. 

OSWALD.

(4) MEFILE 44-1165 - JACK LEON RUBY, AKA JACK RUBENSTEIN; 

LEE HARVEY OSWALD, AKA ALEK J. HIDELL, 0. H. LEE - VICTIM 

(DECEASED); CR. 00 DL. -

THIS IS A ONE VOLUME FILE CONTAINING 120 SERIALS. THIS 

FILE IS COMPOSED OF MEMORANDA, LETTERS, AIRTELS , FD-302'S, 

TELETYPES, AND LHM'S SETTING FORTH LEADS AND INISTRUCTOONS

Approved: ------------------------------------------------------------------------- Sent---------------------------------------M Per.----------------------------------
Special Agent in Charge

GPO : 1975 o - 590-922
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f FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in---------------------------------------------:-------------------------------
' (Type in plaintext or code)

Via__________________________  _____________ _________ ________
(Precedence)

PAGE FOUR (ME 66-2197)

AND CONTAINING RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION IN CONNECTOON WITH THIS 

CASE. THIS FILE ALSO CONTAINS NUMEROUS NEWSPAPER CLIPPNGGS 

OBTAINED FROM NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN THE AREA COVERED BY THE 

MEMPHIS OFFICE. THIS FILE CONTAINS TWO PHOTOS OF JACK L. RUBY 

TAKEN IN NOVEMBER, 1963. THIS FILE CONTAINS NO TAPED ELECTRONIC 

SURVEILLANCE LOGS, TRANSCRIPTS, OR BULKY EXHIBITS.

(5) MEFILE 62-1412 - THE PRESIDENT’S COMMISSION ON THE 

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY1.

THIS IS A ONE VOLUME, 2 SERIAL FILE CONTAINING 2 AIRTELS 

FROM THE BUREAU TO ALL OFFICES REGARDING THE REPORT PREPARED 

BY THE PRESIDENT’S COMMITTEE ON THE ASSASSINATONN OF PRESIDENT 

KENNEDY.. THIS FILE CONTAINS NO TAPED ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE 

LOGS, TRANSCRIPTS, OR BULKY EXHIBITS.

(6) MEFILE 46-1174 - UNSUBS, AKA STEPHEN YVES L’EANDES, 

JAMES F. RIZZUTO; FAG - FFI. .

THIS IES A ONE VOLUME, 13 SERIAL FILE CONTAINING TELETYPES, 

AIRTELS, MEMORANDA, AND A REPORT SETTING FORTH LEADS AND 

INSTRUCTIONS OF THIS MATTER AND CONTAINING THE RESULTS OF 

THE INVESTIGATION. THIS INVESTIGAIION IS RELATED TO THE'

Approved:  ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Sent______________________ M Per_______________ __
Special Agent in Charge

GPO : 1975 o - 591-9922
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, ‘ FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in----------------------------------------------------------------------------
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via__________________________  ___________________________________
(Precedence)

PAGE FIVE (ME 66-2197)

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY BECAUSE L’EANDES WAS 

ASSOCIATED WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD. THIS FILE CONTAINS NO TAPED 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS, TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOS OR BULKY ' 

EXHIBITS.

NO MATERIAL RELATIVE TO THE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 

ASSASSINATOON (MURKIN) AND THE JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATE 

INVESTIGATOONS HAS BEEN DESTROYED UNDER THE DESTRUCTE OF 

FILES AND RECORDS PROGRAM BY THE MEMPHIS OFFICE. 

BT

Approved:------- - ---------------------------------------------------------------- Sent___________________ M Per___________________
Special Agent in Charge

IPO : 19175 o - 5909922

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

uFrom Investigation to Farce
| The House of Representatives. probe that it would come up with a realistic 
| into the assassinaiions of President budgetand plan of operation. /
1 KennedyVa^the’ Rev- ' Martin Luther <; NowSpr-agne and Chairman Heniy 
0 King Jr. han degeneratdd into a .farce. Gonzales/ D-Teras; haw^ fallen 
; and responsible members of Conmoijs out:. Gonzalez han fired Spragute and 

ought to put it out^^^ ■ Sprague has got the other 11 members
/ - We say thisreluCtentiy, for when the of the committee'to tell him to ignore 

House voted last 4 September to take the chairman's dismissal move. : :
aoithtrlookatthetwo murders; we saw With this latest Key stone Cops caper,
merit in .-the’•mW.- After all, it came the committee has so discredttMl itself 

: after disctosures; that>to^^ and CIA that it ought to go out of busmess. No 
had withheld informationifrom each stnnibte - person is likely :to place cre- 
other and from the Warren Commission dence in any conclusion; it comes up^ 
inrestigation of Kennedy's death. , > ‘ ,wilh. • RM , v \ ;

However), the grandly' named House A meticulous, unsensaioeaaledd inves­
Select Committet on Annanninations' han tigation of the 'Kennedy and King slay-; 
been sliding, downhill from the start. It .ing- might hare had^ It
hired as its chief, counsel Richard might have Convinced some conspiracy'. 
Spraguee, a contIoveIn■ll Philadelphia ex- theorists of what all ^ 
prosecutor, who dtmandee a S13 million cates: that the annansioatinns were com- 
budgel' tor two, years, a staff of 170 and mitted by Lee .Harvey Oswald  ̂and < 
hidden: microphones and’ psychological .. James Earl Ray. each actingalone/ 
stress evaluators to test the < credibility But the SpragueGonnade^mess c^
of ̂ wintesses: without.their ta^ .convince nobody of anything, and conse-

1The/Hou^ rightly found Sprague’s/ quently ,is wthout v^ 
plans*t:ooco^tlyandambit:ious and his Kennedy and King were tragedies in our 
priPOsitedieiectronc toys a threat to wit- history, /and .we /do not honor their 
nennen•^^aight:s. It extended the com- , memories by staggering on with a .probe 
mWeS life only until' March 31'in hope that has become a sick joke. ^?w^^*

(!oa!l□te page, name i^ 
newspaper, city and sme.)

----- PAGE 4

----- MEMPHIS PRESS 
SCIMITAR

----- MEMPHIS, TENN

Date: 2-14-77
Edl1iio: ■
Author:
Edl1ir:
Title:

“'■“■“^-R? 7-^ 
or

Cl■sslilcaiion:
SubmHiing Office: MEMPHIS

SEARC-HEEhovts1iglttl _

SERIALIZED-Cree
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’ D-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

House Feud Escalates
In Slayings Committee

By MOWS CUNNINGHAM
From The Commerce Appeal 
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON - Quarreiing member’ 
of the House’s Select Committee on Assas- 
rlnatioes- meeting to settle difTeeenees, 
wound up after a four-hour meeting 
Wednesday in greater disarray than ever.

Over the protests of Chairman Henry' N. 
Gonzaeez (D-Teass) members adjourned 
and walked out rather than confront 
mounting budget problems and Gonzaeez' 
disputed dismissal last Thursday of com- 
rnittee counsel Richard A. Sprague.

Rep. Harold Ford of Memphis was one 
of three members of the 12-member com­
mittee who didn't show up for the meet­
ing.. The other two were out of the coun­
try. Ford wais reported making a speech in 
Shreveport, La.

Gonzaeez was starting to read a 13-page 
‘wmte paper" relating h’ turbulent rela­
tions with Sprague when he abruptly was 
choked off by the adjournment motion.

Richard Sprague

made he will not r-ecommend that the

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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After the other member's stalked out, 
the chairman convened the news confer­
ence and proceeddd with the statement in 
which he denounedd Sprague as "dishon­
est, deceitful and irrespoesibte."

He said he had no choke other than to 
{‘re the Sl-year-odd former prosecutor-. 
There may be those who wondeedd at my 

haste, but when one spies a rattteseake on 
the doorsepp, there is no time to hesitate," 
Gonzaeez said. —:—‘

Walking out, the other committee mem­
ber’ exhibited none of the defiance of last 
Thursday when all 11, lncluding Ford, had 
endoseed a letter advising Sprague to 
disregar-d his dismissal.

Gonzalez wd Wednesday that 
Sprague’s termination is fnal and poleted 
out that House rules empower committee 
chairmen to sign pay and expee|Se 
vouchers.

Goe;zaiez said he has no intention of re­
signing and that other members of the

panels life be continued beyond its 
present Diarch 31 expiration date

Answering questlnns, Gonzalez revealed 
a bizarre pattern of behmd-the-scenes in­
trigue with secret transcripss of Sprague’s 
statements at staff meetings being record­
ed and passed to Gonzalez, and Sprague in 
turn conspiring against Gonzaeez with 
other committee members at secret 
meetegns.

committee have no power to de-pc 
"I was app-letted 

said, "and only the 
me."

Under Sprague's
man said the committee is greatly exceed­
ing its $83,333 monthly budget. He said 
Sprague pointedly refused to make neces­
sary cutbacss in expt'n■r■s and staff.

Gwzutez painted a ate..;. yc-ture of tie 
committee's future if order and bitd'M re- 
r . .... r. - - .
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AssassinaimrPanel Delays 
Ruling On Survefflance, 

Rights Of Witness^
(Coninuedfrom Page 1) 

enc.es..within,ihe commiUet; obviously 
were greater than previously indicated.

Sprague attended ihe meeting, sittuig 
silently but prominently on a froni row 
seat. He walked out with ihe oiher mem­
bers and did noi hear Gonzalez’ laier re­
marks. However, a Sprague aide stayed 
and taped cverytiung Gonzalez said. Gon­
zalez named Reps. Richardson Preyer (D- 
N. C.) and delegate Walter E. Fauniroy (D- 
D.C.) as members with whom Sprague had 
mei secretly. '

Sprague had no comment Shorty be- 
fare the committee adjourned, Gonzalez 
indirectly accused Preyer, a former North 
Car■hlea judge, wjth^eslrmg tojake over 
as chairman. Preyer retorted that he 
wouldn'ttake the .job if it were offered. ;

Thecffimmjt,ee:charged withinvestigat- 
' in-g the dea i^ of President Kennedy and
Martin Luther King Jr-.. spent almost all' 
of the four-hour morning session, which 
b!?”?! 8 a:m- Memphis time, bickermg 
over rules that Gonzalez had propoeed. 
They renumed after lunch.

Afier a seemingly endless series of 
amendments and revisions, they teetatVtt-- 
1y agreed to ban ihe electronic surveib 
lance and wireampmg Sprague had advo­
cated, and put restrictinns on use of lie 
detectors and voice analvsss devices

i othe.^.meanueCs pro.P°eed by Sprague.
I T"1! also tcetatlvely agreed to assure
- that wiicnness had opportunity io obtain 

legal couencl.Jand_wrDte in other safe­
guards to protect ihe righss of person 
who may figure into ihe committees pro- 

.pose-a investlgations.
But, af'er bickermg over 12 pages of 

r^15, the Panel voted to postpone final 
action until a laier mee‘'ieg.

I' was a' 'his poie! that Gonzalez sousht 
to iake up ihe problem of the scaring 
budget and his dismissal of Sprague

Gon^ez said he beiieess ihe committee
c saved at
carried on' f the differences are seitied. 
staSi-ariing poiet, he said, is to pare the 

Thc American people wani an investi­
gative committwaroi an employment bu­
reau, he said.

Gonzalez said Sprague had hired six 
former members of the staff of f°rmier 
Rep. Thomas_N—Downng (D-Va.), ah a' 
inflated salaries and some a' almt*' dou­
ble what Downing paid tnm. .

Downing hea.ded the committee umn he 
retired from Congress Jan. 3. Gonzaiez 
was picked by Speaker Thoics P. 0 Nlii 
to succeed him. . ,

“If staff employes werf to receive Ute 
salaries they were proniited by Mr. 
Sprague,” Gonzalez said, com:^''11 
cosss for personnel alone would be c?> 
ceeding our total funus by $20.0°0 a

■ month.,’ , , .
' He said Sprague, rather 'han cuttrng 
' cosss, had kept haedieg him new vsuchein 

to sign- One set of vouchers, he said, was

. for $9,000 in expeness incurred las' 
- December, much of ii for teiephnee calls 
, to Philadelphia.

Gonzalez said Spragee, csetiaiy' to 
House nites, had continued his partner­
ship in a Philadelphai law firm and also 
teaches dasses__at_a Philadelphia 
university.

Gonzalez cited House rules which he 
said prohibit such suiniee activitiss by 
House empi'lyss. He said hc would leave 
it to the House ethics committee to 
investigate.

“Witli each passmg day,” Gonzalez said,

“the committee's finantial problems grow 
deeper. Each day there are more unpaid 
biNs.”

The committee's adjournment motion 
specified it will meet again Mseeay after- 
e[so>e behind dosed doos..
' Offering the motion, Preycr said the 
committee needed time io work oui its 
problems.

Gonzalez said ihe committee could have 
stayed and tackled 'hern in Weeicieiyv's 
open nesshel. “Thete's no re:as;m to go be 
hied chted sa et
involve eational security”
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L*wBs'conwttdrby, an investi®aJorst

m

*wETAtKED foA wier fofa 
said they'd be In touch with fee, -1 
iHavenl heard wtoh^ f^H J 

yet," Sapp said,. , Ji

- \:*SO®BRSaT™i!ed w^^^ 
1 hfSasjiS ma to know be was in s 
i Miami and' shouldn't be suspected,? 
i If something happened.* ^ ?
t Somerset, was onceamcmbe'of<
* the N4^Jccaf^,.States Rights Party : 
« and claimed to have heard, during 2 
{&copvsmtCnn 13 days/before^e-•« 

KennedXjstayiiyj, of plans- to shoot. 
hlm-Mw^-a,*
5SspftaaidzSMday. 1 can'Mn+R

r causethe agents were in our fe 1 
? everyday# and they got the same;* 
f ,IafOrmat:Ca I sent on to the cMsf- < ^ 
/ t.Sapps distant Dcnnectlnu, with ’ 
I the^C-g->CAse,,camft to Uaht Jasti 
&Septetoteras partef a Miami W* j 
^am-irtke dealing with the as ..

R’

DiiOtrou- past, none of 
newBpt>nt>I, any and state .)
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MIAMI HERALD

_HIAMI(FLt.

naioBQ^i^i^^j^^^^^
. ̂ TVel^wni^todto^by®  ̂

spokesm^^#* HousejX^^
( nattons;j<Cowmiltee,,t: Sappos.sal^
; SundiWl^tand I^.toidthem be 
; happyMtoEtestfy^a^

- c.xaa:t^nl■eto^ 
shor^Ebefwe ? King wtf kliWSl 
KngwoMiedorA^^^

I o<hersouJce».tcld.The .HerneO 
- t^«t .tSe4tolePhcned^ ■ Siiho 

the departments tate8lei!<e‘plii| 
ering un&fs^S.’

Somersei^u ^adMitied^iadsH 
who then 'Was' trying to" organic 
Ms own National Foun*mnn of-| 
Labor,.rdrinedl tohavo overheard! 
the death threat at a union affair in"'} 
'WasbiBStoa;? according to Sapp., ■ J 

"He said he overheard two men ; 
condemning’.King for me-ddin^ Ia^ 
union, affairs:.,.. If you' remsribm t 
King was hrfpifig theJMempMs; 
wsnitatW workers, who were out l
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WILLIE SOMERSET

"44-185 4*

MIAMI ,PL4.

" on strike"? Sapp said- . - " 
-li&wessi toid me the m 
(SeyM Sere to lak8 Care3f 
or .words to that effect#^

5
3?i CocUM 
- WioAVA'lCUz 
NATIO

H. SENT TO
. s.(JFKARC.)

ii:

C>OBM{Katt>n»: 
Sub»Uil»t OJJtrot 

□ Being Inr^’l
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iTheoC^lgFnta Jlm0^^ this fie -and replaced with
da^nciie'a cOp'lea of the 0■iig.ii■tl were accessioned :to "the.- 
NA/^Sv^^  ̂ (NARA) pursuant
Sk Ac^llRw^dJ^^^ P■roviaiopUof ^he

i \ o ' f^f cl■ittiil information to be postponed from 
p^ic re uttl the year 2017; therefore, ose pages have
ern■iietySa•atliy been released for public review in ttlei

SithtJF8 A*-' origynais -o all ^aerial deemed 
os whAtn.r1?? “cords must be accesssooned to NARA regardless 
onOh“h“.the mt--a■ is open in full or rHeased with '•
;i:irm«it»n-Pts1pinll^ any documents or pages
f^m FBI — 1:1^ tcceaaonedd to NARA pursuant to the JFK Act 
arl1nO l•ongei considered the poaalsaion of the FBI. The 
dupicate pages have been inserted strictly for i•laeti■ch

The copies contained herein do not neceesaaily show 
the m^ up-to-date classification.

„Tta-tana copy of the policy released version of 
a^J^t; ta ? mm^^ed in the 3FK Coiect^on at the NARA 
fJhZ y^nnCo^^LPark' MD you may contact the JFK Access S-^-r, at 301/713-6620.

3 ^.^ T.e foj,0ownng materials were removed foorn thi 
ano are maintained in the s file

JFK Collection at NARA:

FJe & Serial Number JFK Subfect Ideniifeer 
jfoi NARA purposes)
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Airtel

3/17/71

To: SACs, MO®1
^Memphis-, (Enclosure)

From: Director, FBI . .

HOUSE SEIECT COMMITTEE:!: ON ASSASSINATIONS 9 -

Re Mami facsimile dated Marcsh 14, 1917, which 
enclosed a copy of a newspaper article captioned, ’’King Panel 
Might CaH Miami Man," a copy of which is enclosed for 
Memphis. No infopmatlon could be located in FBIHQ files 
refeecting receipt ef the informatoon allegedly fUrmSihhed by 
Willim Sommeset relative to his clam that he overheard a 
death threat at a union affair in Waahington as set forth in 
reeeenneed article.

Miami promptly review appropriate fUes to determine if there is any I'ecord of receipt ^f any such inforPitO0n 
aieegedly furnished by Someesetf Also determine if your 
office has any knowledge of the staeement of Chorea Sapp,-in 
this article that ’I can’t remember the exact day he called 
me, but I’m certain the FBI got an immediate report on the 
tip because the agents were in our offd. everyday, and they 
got the same infomlitlon I sent on to the Chief." If your 
fUes do not reflect the receipt of any such infomiation, 
determine if there are any Agents still on active duty it’ the 
Miami Office who would have had any such contact with the 
Miami Police Department,- and recall the receipt of any such 
inforpitlon. Do not conduct any^active iivritlgitlon con­
cerning this newspaper article. WIHM results.

Memmhis review your appropriate fUes to determine if there is any record of the inormation illegldly furmshhed 
by Sommrset re the "threat at a union affair" as mentioned in 
the enclosed article. SulHM results.
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Airtel to SACs, Miami and Memphis
Re: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Also’ if??1 already done, Miami attempt to obtain 
through an appropriate public source, a copy of the "Miami 
magazine article dealing with the assassinations of King and 
Kennedy, mentions i.n this article. If this Miami magazine 
article has already been submitted to FBIHQ, identi^captnon 
and date under Which it was submitted. .

wReading the inquiry by the House Select Coopptteo 
into the Kennedy assassination, the OomPttoo r^lntlv 
furnshhed the following request:.

"The list of al1 FBI agents present at the, November 10, 1963 meeting in Miami, Florida with members of thl 
Miapl Polic1 Departments Iitbell:Loicle Section,’at which 
tpeo the taped conversation between Josoph A. Milter' and 
WllaMi Someosett was made available t;o the FBI."

^a^L promptly ^vIs1 if any such meeting-occurred and if so, identify'the Agents present.

-2-
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H,^a ;The lri9nast-emo^ this file, and replaced with
dUp■iCt1e■kCO£i^ tne original were accessOoned to the-
N-al-ah^c^63 a^ (NARA) piquant
tFKtAe ^Ki R^d5 ^ of 19960. Provision of the
Lu-’ ' , 'wwe fOr .certain information to be postponed from 
pubic reeease unt-l the year 6017; therefore, the pages have 
W necesssany.been reeeased for public review in their ' ' emwiirety.

““6eJFK Act' O^nals to an maaeeial deemed 
a/a^tna^n? records must be aceesssOoned to NARA regardless ■ 
Of-Wh^eLth* "aaeeial is open in full or released-olth- s 

• iiflmttlon1 postponed. Therefore, any documents or pages 
f~cm FBI files a^e^wndd to NARA pursuant' to the JFK Act 
tr^1nO !On9er considered the possession of the FBI:. The 
dup^c^e pages have been inserted strictly for research 
purposes. . y c‘

_The cipies cintanned herein do not necessarily show 
t.e most up-to-date classification.

TO^ta^ * COpy lf the purely released version if 
a^.ma ^ ^tittU1(id in the JFK Collection at the NARA 

ftacfi ^iinCiOir5ee^Park' MD y^ may contact the JFK Access sLd_f, at 301/713-6620.

s file. v... . The foilownng mmaeriais were removed foom thi 
,ano are maintained in the JFK Collection at NARA:

File & Seeial Number JFK Subject Idennifier
■LLor NARA purposes)
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3/28/77

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (66-2197)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Re Bureau airtel to Miami and Memphis dated 
3/1/77.

A reviewof the indices and appropriate files of 
the Memphis Office revealed no infomatin allegedly furrnsshed 
by WILLIiM SOMERSET regardingtse "threat at a union affair" 
mextioned in a press report published in tie ’Miami Heeald," 
Miami., Florida, on 3/14/77. It is noted that Memphis indices 
and fie® indicate that SOMERSETS name is spelled as 
SOMERSETT.

No further action contemplated by tie Memphis 
Office.
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Is it mere cotncldenee that a Miami police informer was able to predict with 
asiooishlng accuracy the assassinations of both John F. Krnordy 

and M^tin LutW King? Apparently, the FBI thought 
' SERIALIZE

©Copyright, 1976 
Miami Magazme Inc.

Nov. 9, 1963 — Miami Pohce tape­
record a cooversation in which an 
Xtreme right-wing political orga- 
mzw accurately predtess the assas­
smation of President John F. Ken­
nedy just as it was to happen 13 day's 
later-. The man said the President 
would be kilted by shots fired "from 
an offire building with a high-pow­
ered rifle”

Jan. 13, 1964 — The same man, 
using an alias, withdraws $120)00 
from a savings account at a now de­
funct bank in Provo, Utah. The man, 
who lived in Georgia, had opened 
the account the previous July.

Nov. 1,1963 — A Cuban exite walks 
mto ihr Parrot Jungle gift shop and 
telte a femate employe he hates 
the President and he could "shoot 
Kennedy between the eyes.” He 
has a "friend named Lee,” he says, 
“who is also a shaip--shooter,” and 
that Lee spoke Russian and German 
and was living in either Texas or 
Mexico. (Lee Harvey Oswald spoke 
Russian, lived in Texas,, and earlier

By Dan Christensen

Willie A.. Somersett, informer

in the fall had brrn traveling in 
Mexico.)

These intriguing- incidents suggest 
the surreal atmosphere permeating 
Miami in 1963. Not only were many 
newly arrived Cuban refugees 
making raids on their homehind in 
attempss to overthrow the regime 
of Fidel Castro, but America's hornet

gro fanatics were 
conducting a last-gasp effort to head 
off the drive for equal righte by blacks. 
For both, the prospects seemed 
bleak, and for both, hatred focused on 
John Fitzgerald Kenney.

To Cubans, Kennedy was the ulti­
mate betrayer. He had backed out of 
supportive air strikes when a Cuban 
exite brigade landed at the Bay of 
Pigs, and he had knuckted under to 
Nikita Khrushchev in 1962 when he 
pledged not to invade Cuba in return 
for removal of Soviet missites from 
the island. Kennedy had committed 
himself and, as long as he lived, a 
return to Cuba would be impossibte.

On the right-wmg fringe, Ken­
nedy was hated for other reasons, 
mainly hi’ stand on integration. He 
was feared also as a leader who was 
setting the United States up for 
some nebulous takeover conspiracy 
by the United Nations and the de­
spised Jews, extremist document 
show..

Miami Magazme’s mqurry into 
the assassination began with the 
Miami Police tapr-recording. Scat-

MIAMI MAGAZINE • SEPTEMBER 1976
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‘ Story behind the story
Miami Magazine writer Dan Christenenn was watching the 
CBS television r-eport analyzing the assassinaltinns last April 
When he heard Dan Rather’s fleeting mention of a Miami po­
lice tape-recording foi-ecasting the death of John F. Kennedy. 
Sirice that moment, Christeneen has spent hundeeds of hours 
exploring leaels that document the desire of extremists in Mi­
ami to kill Kennedy. With the assistanee of Circuit Judge Sey­
mour Gelber, he gained access to a wealth of primary materials 
(including a copy of the tvpe-recording) and, almost by accident, 
uncovered a rather astonishing link between threats against 
Kennedy and the death of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. almost five 
yerns later. In toe first segment of his fascinating two-part 
story, Christensen looks at the “Miami connection” in the Ken­
nedy case. Next month, he will reveal previously unpublished 
material in which the police informant who taped the threat 
on Kennedy predated the death of King only hour's before it ac­
tually occurred in Memphis, Tenn.

tered references have been made to 
the recording since it warn uncover<di 
in 1967, most notabl[y by vsnvsiina- 
tion researcher Harold Weisberg 
who pubiished the transcript in his 
1970 book “Frame-Up.” Investiga­
tion of ^ mcidcrnt led to discover 
of the Parrot Jungle threat.

Circuit Judge Seymour Gelber, 
then an assistant to State Attorney 
Richard Gerstem, provided nearly 
all the initial information about the 
tvpt-•recording. Not only did he save 
recons and memoranda from the 
investigation, he kept a diary. The 
diary was invaluabee in our research. 
Gerstein too has been totally coop­
erative.

Their investigation, which cul- 
mmated m the tape-recording of 
Nov. 9, 19621, began in February 1962 
after a series of local bombinns, in­
cluding an attack upon the home of 
Miami Herald editor Don Shoe­
maker. A few days after that bomb­
ing, Wiliie Somerset,, a union orga­
nizer wfth extensive rightwing 
political ties (he was a Klansman), 
stowed up a the Herald building to 
offer his services as an informer-. 
Quickly, he began working for the 
Miami police and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. The pohce 
were never advised of his ties to the 
FBI. (Actually, he had worked for the 
FBI, off and on, for about a decade, it 
is now known). Over the next sev­
eral months, Somersett imparted 
enough information to state investi­
gators to enaWe them to arrest and 
convict several of the bombers.

After the bombing investigation, 
Somersett remanne on the payrolls 
of both toe city and the FBI, revealing

extremist activities. In April 1963 he 
travel to New Orleans for a meet­
ing of the Congress of Fr-eedom party. 
The COF, a confederation of right­
wing political groups, still exists, 
acting, its leader Mary Cain of Sum­
mit, Msss,, says, “to get patriot orga­
nizations together to discuss the is­
sues.” It was in New Orleans that 
Somersett hooked up with an old 
friend, Joseph A.. Mitteer, now de­
ceased, the man who later made the 
tape-recorded threats against JFK.

•
WUhe Augustus.Somerset,, at age 

61 in 1963, was a mountainous fig­
ure who was beginning to feel the 
agony of afflictions that eventually 
would kill him. Dubbed agent ’88’ by 
Miami pohce, it warn said he re­
minded one of an Oldsmobile 881. 
Gerstein described him as “a real 
Sidney Greenstreet type.”

Somersett had lived in Miami for 
about four years by 1963, sharing a 
room m a nemt-fiophoste with his 
wife Peggy.. He managed his union 
affairs out of the old Dolphin Hotel, 
headquartess for his pretentiously 
titled National Federation of Labor. 
He died May 7, 1970, in Goldsboro, 
N.C,, just a few miles from where 
he had been born.In an interesting sidelight to 
Somersett’s death,, his closest friend 
in Miami, George Brackett, re­
ceived a mysteriuss call at 3 am from 
a man who clamed to be at Wash­
ington’s Walter Reed Hospital. The 
man, who wouldn’t identify him­
self, told Brackett of Willie's death 
vod said he was calling because 
Brackett’s name was on an emer­
gency card in Somersett’s wallet.

^Patves say Somersett died in
North Carolina.

Through the years Somersett had 
been associated with right-wing 
politics, but he disliked groups press­
ing for vioeence. Why he became an 
informer is uncertain. Money? ;
Honor? Patriotism? It could just 
have been his job. 1

Joseph A. Mitteer, a wealthy rab­
ble-rousing racist from Quitman, 
Ga., fevee his hfe to right-wing ,
causes, belongnng to at least four 
ultra-coneervative organizatims: the 
National State's Rights Party, The

. White Citzen’s Cooncit, The Dixie 
Klein, and the Constitution Party. He 
rarely stayed a home, choosing in- . 
stead to travesee the country attend­
ing meetings and calling on other 21 
true believers. At ltrnt once in 1963, 
he visited Dallas.

When Mitteer was at home, he 
churoted out reams of what he md 
fellow Georgaans ctoe “yellow 
sheets” in which he blasted Ken­
nedy, Jew's, Commun’tsss, the UN, 
local politicians and the federal gov­
ernment. He also sold tape-recorded 
speeches of notorious patriotic 
zealots.

When he wasn’t busy with poli­
tics, Mitteer tried his hand as a mail­
order salesman for various O0rtlty 
items. Ato he bootlegged wine *
from a stiRin a shed in his bvckyaed.

Mitteer died Feb. 28, 19741, two 
days after his 72nd birthday - re­
portedly from burns infiicte when a 
gas heater in his home exploded. 
Several day's later, a small cache of 
arms and ammunition was uncov­
ered in his car.. •

Because ° mysterioss circum­
stances shrouding his death, I went 
to Quitman to explore Milteer’s life 
in detail. Since he had no known 
relatiens, his estate has remanne in 
probate, his dilapidate Victorian! 
home onexpioeed for two and half 
years.

Milteer live hire a packrat. Be- 
ntden saring junk mail and trivial be­
longings of his dead parente, he kept 
carton copies of letters he sent dur­
ing his prolific career. Some were 
cryptic. Most were mild. All belie 
the devdiinnss with which he had 
spoken in Miami.

Since Mitteer! death,, the house 
has been ransacked several times. 
What was taken is unknown. A 
neighbor told probate Judge James 
R. Knight that she saw men in a 
huck with Texas Hcense plates cart­
ing boxes of Mitteer’s belonginss 
away. ।

The most fascinating evidence 
found at Mitteer’s home was in a

mam magazine • September 1976
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Using an alias, Joseph A. Milteer deposited $12,000 in a now-defunct 
Provo, Utah bank in mid-1963. In January, 1964:, the Georgia 

racist withdrew it all at one time

brnkdfo:>k tucked! away amid piles of 
letters in his closet The savings ac- 
coun't, No. 115376 from the now­
defunct Utah Savings and Loan As­
sociation of Provo, Utah, was made 
out to one Samuel Steven Story and 
Mrs. C. C. Cofield. The address given 
was 212 South Troupe St, Valdosta, 

22 Ga., Mist. Cofield’s home. (Cofield 
had been Mitteer’s common-law 
wife for many years and l^ved with 
him until her death in 1971). When 
the account was opened on July 31, 
19633, an initial deposit of $5,000 was 
malte. There followed but two 
others,, one of $5,000 and another of 
$2,000 on Aug. 20 and Sept. 24, respec- 
tivdy. On Jan. 31, 1964, (52 days after 
the assassination,) all $1200)0 was 
withdrawn abruptly and the account 
was closed.

There is no doubt that Story was 
an alias for MUteer. A letter to the 
bank was found, typed on Milker's 
“yellow sheets” with Story’s signa­
ture which matehdi Milteer’s; 
along with it was another letter to 
the same bank, dated the same day, 
with Mileer’s signatuee. Appar­
ently he had an account under his 
own name as well. There is no 
evidence to indicate Milteer ever 
used an alias except during that 
brief, crucial period.

It is significant that with excep­
tion of a series of io.vtattion8 to 
notehtes (George WaUaee and Klan 
leader Robert Shelton) to att;coe a 
Constitution Party meeting in mid­
October, 196321, no lett;trs found deal­
ing with 19633 were found, despite 
eetadttel correspondence for the 
years before and after.

Unearthed amid the rubble of his 
decayrng house was part of a diary,, 
ostensibly by him, that briefly re­
counts events from July 8, 19633 
through October 1, 19632.. It mentions 
the trip to Dallas and a meeting 
with rrch-consevratiee commenta­
tor Dan Smoot.

Unansweedd questions about Mil- 
teer’s death abound. Apparently, he 
was fatally burned Feb. 9, 1974 when 
a Coleman stove he was using for 
heat in his antiquated bathroom ex- 
pl<eted. He died two weeks later.

According to the death certificate,

Mitteer died of “severe third degr-ee 
burns on both lower extremities.” 
Marion Maxwell the local mfrii- 
cian, says, however, the burns he 
saw on MiRter’s body weren’t 
severe enough to have caused death. 
In fact, he srie they wer-e already 
partially heaeed. No autopsy was ever 
perforaeed.

MiReer himself mcotifos r-e- 
ceiving burns similar: to those i;hrl 
rllegedly caused his death in an un­
finished -ct;icr dated Jani. 27, 1964: 
“I had an accident wherem I 
knocked over a sauce pan of hot

Joseph A. MUteer, extremist

water on the floor into wh.ich I fell 
and the hot water burned the imr-l 
of my back.”

Milder had attend! tthe April 
19633 meeting in New Orlcroi as a 
representatiee of thie Dixie Kam, a 
notoriouily violent faction of the 
KKK based in Chaltaofora, Tenn, 
and advocated a cffrdinaeed assas­
sination program t:hri would elimi- 
orte a long liil of prominent govern­
ment feficiali and businessmen. He 
felt lhrl the “pririfl” organizations 
sWld act swiftly because K.cnneely 
wais on the verge of tanting the U.S!, 
government over to the Unitee Na­
tions.

Somerset, in iccfuoting the 
mating, iaie that thie visibee

leaders eieo’l discuss vioeenee but he 
said, “Not only Mitteer, but others 
said they wou-1 start as soon as it 
was deemed necessary to prevent 
the UN from taking over the U.S. . . . 
Thiey felt that th.e Presdeent of the 
U.S. or thie Congress was handing 
over the United States to the UN, 
that tliese people were the conspira­
tors, and (that) they should be kiRed 
immediately. I am satisfied Mil- 
teer is one of the high command in 
the policy group.”

Earner Somersett had said of Mil- 
teer: “He is one of the most vi.fleot- 
minded men in the cfuoiry.”

Several tmees during his debrief­
ing, Somersett referred to “tire na­
tional hidden hand of this fr■ganirf- 
tion.” He theorized that it iiicteCdl 
MiReer, several admirals and ex­
generals and assorted righwring big 
shots.

As he gave the testimony aboutt 
New Orieans, Somersett was erio-- 
irng r-espect and credibility with 
Miami authorities. Thie FBI, in its 
documenta about the incidents, 
called Somersett “a source who 
has filrmlshtd reliable infomation 
in the past.” Gelbier characterieed his 
inforneant in even more respectful 
term's: “Somersett frequently uses 
tire expression ’the most violent 
man I know’ in describing a particu­
lar person (Mitaer) ... I am begin­
ning to suspect he is intuitively sepa­
rating the talkers from the doers. 
Whereas we can only guess, Somer-- 
sett obviously senses who among 
them spells danger.”

Somersett smehed danger at the 
COF meeting. Toward th.e end of the 
questioning about his New Orieans 
trip, he said, “If the Congress of the 
U.S. doesn't cut thie UN out, if it con­
tinues lhrl way for twelve months, 
there has got to be some vioeenee. 
You could tell if you hre been there 
and stood around and seen the peo­
ple, tthe expressom on their faces, 
heard the way they talleed. Those 
people are people of means, finan­
cially, and educationany. Thiey are 
not there just for an ice cream party. 
This can’t continee on, with the peo­
ple finmemg these tirings, some­
thing must happen. I will bet my
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head on a popping block there wil" 
be some people killed by this time 
next year and it will be in high 
places.”

Somersett encounter^ MUteer 
again in early October at a meeting 
in Vero Beach. At that meeting?, 
MUteer again proposed violence 
and announced that “the National 
States Rights Party is going to move 
in Miami fast.”

At Vero Beach, MUteer promoed 
an impending convention of the 
Constitution Party the following 
week in Indianapoits. As a membier 
of that group’s board of directoss, MU­
teer helped formulate “ptanss to put 
an I0*1'’^® Kennedy, King (Mar­
tin Luther), Khrushchev dictatorship 
over our oatioo..”

Gelber’s diary reveals that “before 
they parted, MUteer confided to 
Somersett he was certain that, Dixie 
Kern Imperial Wizard Jack Brown 
. . . either placed the bomb,, or engi­
neered the act, which caused the e 
death of four children in the Bir- » 
mmgham church bombing.” (The J 
case remiiots unsolved today.) «

Io Indi^oiapoits, MUteer persisted = 
m calling for violent action. Jack ® 
Brown, the man MUteer had s
blamed for the Birmlnghim bomb- I 
mg, was there. According to Somer-- 
sett and anothtr informant Stanley 
Ponplsfl, Browrn implicated himself 
in the Birminghm bombing, and 
Wan “virtually bragging about his role 
there.” Brown, accordnig to Hai-old 
Weisberg, wars a gas ttatioo oper-a- 
tor extremely active in the Klan. 
‘Hie was reported to be a ‘contact 
man’ for the United White Party; to 
have been mNSRP presidential 
elector, to have died of a heart attack 
in 1965.”

After the Indianapoits meeting, 
Gelber suggested MUteer be tape— 
recorcted during his upcommg visit 
to Miami.

MUteer arrived in town the 
weekrnd of Nov. 9 and scheduled 
brtakfatl with Sommersett at his 
apartment Detective Everett Kay, 
Sommersett’s police cootacS, set up 
a tape-recorder in a broom closet off 
the kitchen early, then left. Somer-- 
aett was to plug the recor-der in 
when MUteer knocked on the door.

The well laid plans of the Miami 
PD almost went awry when MU- 
teer showed up unexpectedty and 
caught Somersett outside the apart­
ment Willie kept Ms cool, however, 
and plugged lht tape-recorder in as 
he looked at the nearby refrigerator, 
saying, This damn box gets all 
frosted up if I let is run overnight. I 
just pull the plug at night and put it 
back m foe morning.” With that, he

Ramshackb! mansom where Joseph MUteer wrote

and MUteer began their notorious 
talk.

As Somereett led his duped frimd 
trough a series of foadd questions, 
startling revelatinns emerged. Not 
only did MUeer implicate Brown in 
the church bombmg again, he also 
told how Brown had tried to kill Mar­
tin Luther King. “He foUowdi him 
for raises and mUes, and couldn't get 
close enough to hit him.”
v T¥" he dropped hit taPe-recordd 
bombsheU.
Somersett: ... I think Kenltldly is 
coming here on the 18th ... to 
make some kind of speech ... I 
imaginee it will be on TV.
MUteer: You can bet your bottom 
d^r he it going to have a lot to say 
aboutthe Cubans. Tleere are so many 
of them here.
Somersett: Yeah, wel,, he will 
have a tiiousand bodyguadns. Don't 
worry about that.
MUteer:: The more bodyguards he 
has, the easier it is to get him.
Somersett: What?
MUteer: The mme bodyguards he 
has the more eanitr it is to get him. <
Somersett: Well, how in the hell 1 
do you figure woudd be the best Way £ 
to get him? -o'
MUteer: From an office building J 
With a high-powered rifle. How * 
many people dotes he have going

racist, anti-Kennedy tracts
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around who look just like him? D 
you know about that?
Somersett* No, I never heard . 
had anybody.
Milte’er: He ha.s about fifteen. 
Whenever he goes anypaace, he 
knows hie is a marked! man.
Somersett: You think he knows he 
is a marked man?
MiitUier: Sure he does.
Somerseft: They are really going 
to try to kill him?
Milteer*: Oh, yeah, it is in the work­
ing. Brown himself, Brown is just as 
likely to get him as anybody in the 
world. He hasn’t said so, but he tried 
to get Martin LutherKing.

After a few more minuites of con- 
vernation, Somersett again spoke of 
assassination.

24 Somersett: . . . Hitting t;his Ken­
nedy is going to be a hard proposition, 
I tell you. I believe you may have 
figured out a way to get him, the of­
fice building and all that.* I don’t 
know how the Secret Service agents 
cover all them office buildings every­
where he is going. Dio you know 
whether they do that or not?
Mikeer: Well, if they have any 
suspition they do that, of course. But 
without suspicion, chances are that 
they wouldn’t. You take there in 
Washmgton. This is the wrong time 
of the year, but in pleasant whetleer, 
he comes out on t;he veranda and 
somebody could be in a hotel room 
across the way and pick him off just 
like that.
Somerset!; Is that right?
Mikeer: Sure, disassemble a gun. 
You don’t have to take a gun up there, 
you can take it up in pieces. .All those 
guns come knock down. You can take 
them apart.

Before the end of the tape, the con­
versation returns to Kennedy.
MiH^r: Wei, we are going to 
have to get nasty. . .
Somersett: Yeah, get nasty.
Milteer: We have got to be ready, 
we have got to be sitting on go, too. 
Somersett: Yeah, that is right 
Milled*: T'here ain’t any counit­
down to it;, we have just got to be sit­
ting on go. Countdown, they can 
move in on you, and on go they can’t. 
Countdown is all light for a slow pre­
pared operattoon. But in an emer­
gency operation, you have got to be 
sitting on go.
Somersett: Boy, if that Kennedy 
gets shot, we have got to know 
where we are at Because you know 
that will be a real shake. . .
Milteer: They wouldn’t leave any 
stone unturned there. No way. They 
wUll pick up somebody within hours 
afterwards, if aoythOgg like that
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would happen, just to throw the pub­
lic off.
Somersett: Oh, somebody is going 
to have to go to jail, ifhe gets kitted. 
Milteer: Just like Bruno Haupt­
mann in the Lindbergh case, you 
know.

The entire tape-recording lasts 
roughly a half-hour and much of it is 
either gadded or irrelevant Natch 
voice is distinctly unique. Somersett 
spok:e his words quickly, infusing 
each syllable with a thick Southeern 
accent MiUeer's high pttehed, ef­
feminate voice dilutes t;he deadli­
ness of his words.

Kennedy came to Moi mi Nov. 18, 
1963 for the Inter-American Press 
Association convention at the ' 
Americana. The Secret Sendee, 
alerted about t;he tape by Miami 
authorities (and certainly by the 
FBI who received the inoomiation 
directly from Somel-se1tt), aban­
doned a planned moo:>ccads. In­
stead, the President helicopteeed to 
Miami Beach.

In his diary, Gelbier says a pohee 
detective assigned to the case as­
sured him the Secret Sendee knew 
where Brown and Mikeer were. 
Blob Newbrand, a local Secret Ser­
vice spokesman,, say's that he doesntt 
undeisttand Geller’s statement “I 
know for sure we didn’t put him 
(Milteer) under torveiltnnce. We 
were never that much involved 
olfh that. If anybody made a fhredt 
we wouldn’t put him under sur- 
veilaanee, wed lock him up!" (What 
really happened?) The contradic­
tions of Newbr-and’s st;tl;cmcof and 
Gelber’s diary are staggering. If 
MUteer and Brown weren't under 
obscrvati<in, why weren’t they*? 
Was this simply coostderd a frivo­
lous threat? Miami PD took it 
seriously.

Mitteer and Somersett were to 
meet once moi-e. On Nov. 23, the day 
after the assassinatinn, Somersett 
traveed to Jaiksooville where he 
rendezvoused with Mikeer before 
making a quick trip to Columbaa, 
S.C. for a session with KKK mem­
bers. When he r•efulolcd to Miami, 
he reported to the pohee what he 
had lcaloelei: “During t;he journey to 
S.C. he (Mileccr) told me that he 
was coooected with an interna­
tional undergroudd. He said there 
would be a propaganda itmpaign 
put on how to prove to the Christian 
people of the world lhdt t;he Jews, 
the Zionist Jews, had murdeedi 
Kennlely.

“He was very happy over it and 
shook hands wit;h me. Hie said: 
’Well, I frle you so. It happened like 
I trle you, didn’t it? It happened

«
om a window with a high-pow- 
ed rifle.’ I said, That's right. I don’t 
know whether you were guessing 
or not, but you hit it on rhe head pret­
ty grrd.’ He said, ‘Weh, lhtt is the 

way it was supposed to be done, and 
that is the way it was done. ’

“From the impeession he gave 
me, and what hie told me, the Os- 
wtle group was pro-Caslro. This 
group was infiltaaeed by the patriot 
underground who drTanced from 
there to have the execotion idrricd 
out doe drop t;he responsibility 
right into the lapis of t;he Commu- 
msts. I don’t think thiere was any 
agreement with ths little flim­
flam rrgdnizdliioo that Otwdle be­
longed to ... I don’t beheve Mil- 
teer did k, but it might be a pos­
sibility that he knows who en­
gineered k The impression I get 
from him, I think t;he thing was set 
up to kA Mr. Kennedy in the South,, 
in some southem state . . . MU- 
teer is too much enthused dbrof it, 
before hdoe doe after, not to know 
trmething about it.”

Later, Mami dofhrritiet tried to 
get Mikeer and Brown to come to 
Miami where they dgdio could 
make tepe-renordings. On Dec. 4, 
Somersett got a shock whien he 
caHed Mikeer and discoveeed the 
FBI had questioned! Mikeer and 
Brown as part of a mass rouindup 
of extremists. From Gdber’s diary*: 
“Somersett is extremely cooi:eIoeid 
about this turn of events. Mitter 
did not aicote him of being an FBI 
informer, but inatmoih as thie 
quettioning appeared to be based 
on the ttatements made to Somer- 
teft, totpicion would. inevkabty rest 
on him . . . There is no chance of 
getting MUteer and Brown to M- 
dmi now and there is a possibility 
they will show cootiderabie idotiro 
in future conversatinns in Somer- 
sett’s presence ... I wonder why 
the FBI pccked these people up after 
the Prestdent’s atsatsination ra.thnr 
than before the act? All this maii- 
ages to do is jeopardiee the tdfcly of 
our undercover agent. Biased on the 
Mikeer t;ap>e, I had dotiilpatce such 
grvcromcof dcfiro prior to the 
President’s visit to Miami ... I 
dd oo1 expect it as an afterthought 
. . . There is nothing of tobtfdotial 
•vtlOue to be gamed by this erdmt.tic 
move except to scare hell out of Mil- 
teer, Brown doe a few others . . . 
It ruins our investigation and furhier 
o*eak;cns t;he effectiventss of the 
undercover agent, not only for us, but 
dltr forthe FBI."

Denlassffied FBI docomentr, ob- 
tem^ by Harold Wcitbel•g under
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In 1967, a super-secret investigation” 01 a threat against 
Kennedy turned up interesting information which an

FBI probe apparently had failed to note

the Freedom of Infoimation Act, 
prove the Bureau was doing just 
what Gelber’s diary suggests. With­
out naming him, they identify Som- 
ersett as the informant

Perhaps the most fascinating doc­
ument the FBI released deals with 
its interview of Joseph Mitteer by 
agents from the Atlanta office. Mil- 
teer, in that report, “emphatically 
denies ever making threats to 
assassinate President Kenney or 
participating in any such assassina­
tion.” He said he didn't know Lee 
Oswadd or Jack Ruby. *

A 1968 Miami police memo on 
Somerset! relates how he traveled 
to New Orleans and spoke with 
some of then-District Atoorney Jim 
Garrison’s agenss. Garrison was 
conducting his JFK assassination 
probe and requested Somersett’s 
help. Somersett told his story and 
mentioeed~a letter he had received 
fiom Mikeer, dated Nov. 18, 1963 
and pfe-marCd Valdosta, Ga. Gar- 
ItSfoS men wanted the lett;er, but 
the memo never indicated wheth­
er Somersett gave it to them. He 
never reveatee its contenst, but De­
tective Kay confirms the existence 
of the letter. Neither he nor anyone 
else knows where it is today..

Other unusual disappearnnces of 
infoimation have hrmlpeeel our in- 
veettgation. The state attorney's of­
fice, which keeps all sits records of old 
cases on file in a Nortth Miami 
warehouee, say's the records on this 
case, and all fthcre pertaining to 
the JFK rseaee:ination are mileeiog, 
despite a thorough search.. No one 
can account for their rbecoce.

The M^i police inteliigence 
unit, now called the Special Inves­
tigations Scctioit, says there are no 
fUes on the aeeaesination. Kay, how­
ever, says he looked at such files only 
stx months ago, before his retire­
ment We have no reason to doubt 
his word. Do the fifes exist or don’t 
they? Io a quote that sounds as if it 
could have come from “Catch 22,” 
former special section chief Major 
Herbert Breslow said: “If I found out 
where it (the file) was, I wouldn’t 
tell you anyway. Id just say nothing. 
You must believe me when I tell you 
we eon’t have any fifes, even though 
I wouldn’t tell you if I did.” The FBI

reece a strict “no comment” on all 
questions.

The Parrot Jungle incident to- 
yflvcd different characeres. Iottirl 
information in this case came from 
former Daiie Circuit Judge Alfonso 
Sepe, whom I nfntaced about the 
Milteer tape.

During our discussoon, Sepe r-e- 
vealrd a “super-stcreet investiga- 
tifo” he had directed as aeeietrnt 
state attorney in 1967. He had miti- 
ated it bcnruec of exciting informa­
tion he received from afriend.

What he discover'd was disturb­
ing. Io sworn testimony taken by 
Sepe, Mr-. Liltrm Spingler-, an em- 
pfoye of the Parrot Jungle gift shop in 
1963, told how a Cuban man had en- 
terd the shop in late autumn and 
“initiatei a nonvcreation with her 
in which he stated that he could 
wnte with both hands simulant 
ously and that he was a sharpshooter. 
Th’ Cuban male allegedly t;fle Mrs. 
Spingler that he had a friend 
named Lee who could speak Rueeian 
and German and was living in Tex­
as or Mexcco, and that Lee was also 
a ehrepishioter. Mrs. Spingler told 
some fe-tcnds, but t;he nfnversation 
she had with t;he Cuban male was 
passed off until the night of Pr-eei- 
dent Kenndy’s r.eeaeeination (22 
days later)/when Mrs. Spingler 
was ndmg m a car with her hus­
band, a close lriiene and a relative 
lefm New Jersey, on their way back 
from Key West to Miamii. Mrs. 
Spingler eate that before she heard 
the name of t;he PresidenSs aeer.eeiit, 
she remarkd that she knew who 
the assaeein was. Because she had 
told several frienes, the incident 
was reported to the FBI.

“I interrogated Mra. (Ruth) Bast­
holm, Mr. (Wiliam)) Vaii(teWyeCon 
(Mr's. Spingler’s boss at Parrot Jun­
gle), and Mi's. (Alteee) Trigg. Mrs. 
Trigg r-ememleeed learning of 
Spingler’s conversatfon from Mrs. 
Spingler prtfe to the reeresination, 
and cfrroboraed to some degree 
Mr’. Spingler’s vcestfo.”

.He also eaie he hrt;ce the Preei- 
e^nt and “could shoot Kenndy be­
tween the eyes.”

Sepe eaie the incident was re- 
layd to the FBI in late December 
1963 when Mrs. Spingler called

them. After- a quick investigation, 
FBI agent in charge, James O’Con- 
ofr told her to “just dr-op it and not 
mC0tifo it” Mrs. Spingler is still 
takmg O’Cfnnor’e rdvice and has re­
fused to comlmciot, erying only, 
“They told me not to talk about it. 
Gffeby.” The FBI would say nothing.

The investigation tire FBI cfnilucr- 
ed bearsj examining-- Sever-al
mfnthe after the threat refeyd by 
Mrs. Spmgler, the man who maite . 25 
the threat was iecoltilied when he 
retimed to the Parrot Junge and 
wae spotted. Aerify, Parrot Jungle 
employes wrote down the Iccense 
number of his car. They informd 
theFBI.

Sever-al weeks passed befor-e 
Special Agent O’Cfnofr calld Mrs. 
Spingler to tell her that he had in 
custody Jorge Soto Martinez. O’Con- 
nfe told her that Martinez, at the 
time of the threat, had been em­
ployed as a Fontainebleau Hotel 
bellhop.

Martinez eieo’t deny having a 
cfnversation with Mrs. Spingter. 
He did deny making threats agaioet 
the Prcsident or saying he knew 
Lee Oewaid.

Fi-om Sepe’s r-epoi-t: “Agent O’C:i)ir- 
nor a’kd Mrs. Spingler if she want- 
d to come to the FBI office and 
identify the mam. Agent O’Connor 
and Mrs. Spingler both state -hr- . 
Mi-si. Spingler refusd to go to the 
FBI office to identify Martinra be- •
causse ’he wa- aft-ad of personal :
harms. ’ Still, O’Cfonfe was ertieliid 
that Mrs. Martinat was not involvd 
in an attempt to aesaesinaee Pr-eei- 
dent Kennedy and did not know Os­
wald. Sf the FBI cloed its investiga­
tion. 1
Io 1967, Sepe threw some light on 

the FBI's earlier report He caUd 
O’Cfnnfe and received the opinion 
that Martinez had nothing to do 
with the aseaeeinatfon. O’Connor 
offered t;he theory t;hr- Mr-s. Spin- 
gler had ‘'cxaggerotd the conversa­
tion she had with Martinez and that 
in all prfbrbil-fy (had) misunerr- 
etood Martinez when he srte -hr- he 
would like to kill Cas-rf.’’ O’Connor 
a’o fbligingly poined out thr- be­
cause of Martinez’ heavy accent, 
Mrs. Sptorlce thought Martins 
said “Lee,” when he had said “he.”

Plea.ee turn to page 42
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t any gathering of affluent, well dressed men, 
we note with a great deal of satisfaction that a large 

percentage of those present are 
Wallachs - Dick Richmond customers. 

Since 1948 we have proudly enjoyed 
the continued patronage of men who are 

mostdiscemnig in their appearance, as 
,, , evidenced by them tastefui

selection of a wardrobs.

42

To better serve them and you, 
and your fashion needs, we 

are pleased to offer such distinguiheed 
names in men's apparel 

asWa^er-Morton, Hart Schaffner & Marx, 
>: Christian Dior-, Nino Cerrutti,

. n Countess Mara,
Hathaway, Bally and Freemen Shoes.

You are cordiaHy invited to visit us in any of 
our convenient locations and enjoy the 

friendly warmth and quiet elegance that has 
traditionally madbshopping at Wallachs- 
DickRichmond such a eirtifct plbasui-e.

Dick Richmond

201 E. FLAGLER. MIAMI • DADELAND MALL • MIRACLE MILE, CORRAL GRABBLES 

POMPANO FASHION SQUARE

DON'T TAKE CHANCES! Let Florida' leading carpet specialist

Contfnbed from page 25 •

“Aee” could certainly be mirtakfn 
for “he,” but “Kennedy” eobrn’t 
rhyme with “Castro,” even when 
spoken with an accent. Or by an FBI 
man.

In her statement to Sepe, Mrs. 
Spingeer rbarrbrtte her bblief that 
rhb had hbarre Martinez correctly. 
“I know — was sure he said Bee be- 
caurb I associated General Bee with 
it . . . That's my way of remem­
bering, like ‘He’s a sharp'shooter, 
General Lee'’you know.”

Mrs. Spingler told Sepe she had 
never been contaceed by anyone 
representing the Warren Com- 
missfon. “Mr. Conley (sic) told me 
to forget it all and I figub(ei, well, I 
told what I knew to the FBI. If they 
want to further investigate it, then 
do it. I was just following his instiuc- 
tionr.”

Curious!, the FBI never even had 
her identify the man she saw. She 
was shown some picurres of poss-- 
b^ suspects, but never one she 
could identify. Sepe asked her if she 
was certain the FBI had picked up 
the man she had talked to.

“I really don't know for sure,” she 
replied. “It eien’t even dawn on me 
rntil now that you are questioning 
me. I just had the lccense number 
and I nbvbr met him again or saw 
his picture.”

Sepe probed, trying to learn how 
the FBI had identified the man they 
hte picked up. He asked Mrs. Spin- 
gler why she hadn't gone to the FBI 
office and identified him through a 
one-way minror. She answered that 
the agent-in-charge had never sug­
gested it.

Mrs. Spingler finally identified 
Martinez as the man she had talk:te 
to, in 1967, when Sepe located Mar­
tinez and obtanned a photo.
_ Martinez was total! cooperative 
during . Sepe's investigation, even 
submitting to a he detector exam­
mation. During the test, he ebnite 
aU Mrs. Spingeer’s tllbgatifns. War- 
ten Holmes, nationally recognized 
polygraph expert, detbrmlmed that 
Martinez probably was telling the 
truth “with the exception that in a 
temperamental outburst to Mrs. 
Spingeer, (he) might have said some 
unkind things about President Ken­
nedy which he had original! dbnibe 
to (Sepe). Specifica!!, he showed 
deception in his denial to the ques­
tion: “Did you tell the woman at the 
Parrot Junrlb that you were going to 
Washington and shoot the Presi- 
ebnt between the eyes?’ He later 
aemiteed to Holmbs, following the 
examination, that he recalbdi malt­
ing some rtupie statement like that
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... He stated hie had a habit 
shooting'his mouth off, but vet. 

. mently denied mentioning the
■name ofL.ee.”

Sepe still thinks Mists. Spingler was 
truthful in her statements concern­
ing Martinez.
If the FBI had chosen to check into 

Martinez’ life more thoroughly, his 
sieved remarks might have been 
taken more seriously.

Martinez had gotten his job at the 
Fonteneebleuu because of a plug 
given him by a Mike McLaney. Mc- 
Laney had been Martinez’ emploe-- 
er in Havana. He had hired Mar­
tinez to clean out slot machines at 
the casino he operated at th.e Na- 
cional Hotel. When Castro banned 
gambling:, both McLaney and Mar­
tinez fled to Miami. McLaney liived 
in a houseboat docked across Collins 
Avenue from the Foneaieebleau 
and prevaited on them to help get 
Martmez a job. Both McLaney and 
Ken Humphreys, Martinez’ boss at 
the Fontaieebleuu, conflmeed Mc- 
Laney's role in the hiring.

Told of the ellegetions against 
Martmez, McLaney teie that he 
knew nothing about any esseysina- 
tion plot and offered his impression 
of Martinez. “George (Jorge) 
wouldn’t harm Mickey Mouse. He 
has the courage of a little irtt than a 
mouse. It's ttertling to me to hear 
this.” He said he dortn’t know 
where Martmez is now. I made 
repeated efforts to locate Martinez 
to no avail.

Do the tangled facts that turriune 
both the Milteer and Martinez 
incierntt mean anything? Perhaps 
not, but the fact that they were 
never sufficiently explain' is un.- 
tettiing.

There are numerous implications 
that have been rass' by this inves­
tigation. Ponder this list of quettiioits 
that still need answers.
• Why were Milteer and Brown 
picked up after Kerinlely’s esyesyina- 
tion and not befor-e?
• If, as Gelber tees, Miieer and 
Brown were under surveillance 
during the President's Nov. 18 trip to 
Miami, were they aito being 
watohed on Nov. 22? If they were, 
why eoryn’t the FBI tee so?
• Why did the FBI round up the two 
rxtremtsts for quettioning on 
Nov. 27, ruining a Miami police plan 
to spy on them?
• Why did the FBI take Miner's 
denial that he threatendl the Pres­
ident when they had him on tape 
saying the opposite?
• Why did it also take him at his 
word when he ernird know^e 
of the Birmingham bombing? —>

We etpirr to be known not as the 
largest, but the brtt! We maintain our 
motto of 'W/hcee Safety Is Paramount”. 
In other words, we are the best — we 
make loent to worthwhile people for 
worthwhile purple..

PEOPLES NATIONAL GROUP OF BANKS 
RESOUCCSS RIGHT AROUND TWO HUNDRED MILLION DOLLARS

MEMBER:
Federal Drpotil Inturencr Company, Federal Reserve Bank 

And
Peoptes Netionel Group

PEOPLES 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK
WITH A TRUST DEPARTMENT 
MIAMI SHORES, FLORIDA
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i^ICE^FURNISHnGsUE
M^^A 33133

It only comes 
oncreerer . . .

check page 55 and find 
out how to prep)err for it.

»A“?:S"’S 
DES.&ESwWS 
spacEPLANl^s 
O^S^s

CALL:
HARVEY STEIN 
OR
JACQUE GOMEZ
OR
DAVID KELSO
OR
CHARLES LEVINE
OR 
WILLIAM R. 
MACMUL.LIN, JR.

(305) 444-8221 DADE/(305) 523-6656 BROWAR*D

Old Southern Elegance 
is still available 

designers & manufacture's of
• Interior shutte's
• Room divi'dess
• Shoji scrrrns
• Ornamenaal period 

moldings
Finished & instated
Superb creftsmayship

PLAnTRTIOn SHUTTERS’ 
251-6324

10506 S.W. 184Terr., Miami, FL
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The world’s most celebrated 
designers bring you 
the classic look of 
European fashion.
Great names like 

Yves St. Laurent, Raphael, 
Pierre Cardin,

Daniel Schagen . . . 
Lansons Europa Shop hais 
imported them all for you.

Lansons in 
Dadeland, Westland, 

the Hollywodd Fashion 
Center, the Lauderhlll 

Mall, and on Lincoln Road.

Smart 
businessmen
call HELLER 

when they need 
__ fmancing.

HeHer has money to lend for accoun’s 
receivables, loans on equipmnnt and 
foventoory, land acqu’sioinn, 
development and constructinn loans 
and 1st and 2nd mortgaees. Call 
HELLER first when you need money 
for any worthwhile business purpose. 
With an office in Miami, you're 
a^ured of on-the-spot service.

HELLER H 
Financial Services UkJ

The Helper Bldg. 
4500Biscayne Blvd. 

Miami, Florida 
305-576-4800

® Why didn’t they investigate the! 
threads he made in New Orieans 
andIndianapoi’s?
• What was the rignfficanct of 
MiUeer's Utah bank accoun??
• Why did he use an alias?
• Why are there still unanswered 
questions about his death?
• Why does the FBI continue to 
withhold evidence concerning the 
tape? ■
• Why did the Warren Commrssoon 
report fail to mention this Miamii 
connection?
• Why did td^ FBI tell Mr-’. Spingler 
to for-get about the Parrot Jungle in­
cident and not to mention it to any­
one?
• Why do Warren Commrssinn file’ 
fail to make mention of it?

Sepe thinks the Martinez inci- 
dunr is important. "It is far moire 
significant in hindsight t;han it was 
at the timet” he believes. “So many 
facts have rulfaactdt, an.d so much in­
trigue has been ruggerttd, that it 
gives nsfi to chaleeness to the au­
thenticity 'and thooougnesss of the 
Warren Comm’ssfan inverrigation. 
1 Wwve a new investigation is 
fully warranted, and all records 
should be un.realtd and everybody 
who has any relevant information 
’honld be quurr;ionldi exhaustively. ” 

Judge Geltier thinks the informa­
tion about this case bears further ex­
amination by the feder-al govern-- 
mtrnt. “I think an oversight com­
mittee should be estabirshdd which 
would re-evaluate all the new evi­
dence that has come to light rrecent- 
ly. If for no other rreason than to satis­
fy the general pubilc. Ths data 
about Mater « raw inteHteence, 
and should be rreattdi as such, but it 
is important. It cannot be ignoedt. 
This infoimaioon has never had any 
priority consideration. The authori­
ties didn’t consider it serious enough 
when it was first avaliabte. I think 
that when Oswaidd was arrested!, 
activity in other areas diimniShtldi, 
particular! in ths one.”

State Attorney Gerstein was 
more subdued in hi’ commente 
about the MUteer incident but said, 
“The overwhelming majority of the 
people of the United States do not 
believe that Oswadd acted alone 
and are not satiffidd with the con­
clusions of the Warren Comm’s- 
sion. As to whether or not it will be 
fruitful (to reopen the case) or not, I 
leave to someone else’s judgment.” M 
Next moorh: Miami Magaznee’s 
inquiry into apparent Dade County 
links to the asrassinatioes of John 
F. Kenned! and Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. leads to more reasons to be- 
bwe that King's killer wasn’t alone.

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
• Apartment Buildings . Land WateOoreres
• Shoppie Omen . Office BulldO1gs

• Sale-leasebacks

aod pary Real E’fato has a compette 
management service, managing all 
typestf income properties.

In buying or selling discuss your 
otu|lrs with knowledgeable people.

Callus today without obiigation

PHONE 576-5611
30100 Executive Building

3050 Biscayne Blvd. 
Miami, FI. 33137

Sato Luarebackr
Maoufactuiing Building
Shopping Cuorer
50,000 square feet; plus orherr
Profussiooal Office Building
Coral GaWes
Apartment Buildings
50to600untts
Land
Good location spec, acreage

Wtlateueryourcommeciall ouudr, 
call us.
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King . ..
Assassination:

30 . 'FBI ignored 
its Miami informer

Told of mformation uncovered m our investigation, a Justicce Departmen 
attorney — obviously taken aback — called the previously unpubhshed 
police memo^s interesting a piece of information as I’ve ever heard’

By Dan Christensen
SENT JO

ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS (JFKARCA)

D^W^

At &01 p.m. on April 4, 1968, a 
ginnll shot rang out in Memphis, 
Tennessee;. In that moment, the civil 
rights movement lost its greatest 
leader.

The aggaggini8) who struck was 
not alone in knowing that Dr. Martin 
Luthier King Jr. was destined! for 
violent d^th. A Miami police/FBI 
infoimier had leaned! of a plot and 
waned his superioss the prevoous day.

Ths astonishing revelation is one 
of several previously uepubli8ked facts 
contained in a series of 1968 Miami 
Police Department memoranda 
obtamed by Miami Magazine in its 
prole of Dade County’ link to the 
assassinations of President John F. 
Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

Last moeth Miami Magazine 
exposed new evidence and raised new 
questions concenting the Kennedy 
killing. Much of our information came 
from materials provdded to law 
enforcement agence;s by profegsional 
ifo™8.”1 and two-bit un^n organzeer, 
Wdhe Augustus Somerset.. In this

SEARCHED INDEXED

: SLRALlZEIXcnFILt

MEMPHIS

report Somerset,, who died in
1970, is again the chief provider.

Copies of Somersett’s debriefings, 
contemned in police memos on King,, 
were furnished us, almost as an 
afterthought, by Dade Cir-cuit Judge 
Seymour Gelber while he was aiding 
our investigation of the Kennedy 
aiiassination. The Da.de State 
Attorney's office cannot find its files on 
the matter, despite an exhaustive 
search undertaken several months ago 
at Miami Magaziel'g request. Miami 
polcce, through a public information 
officer-, would only say-, "We don't have 
any files on that subject at all. I don't 
know if it was destroyed or what;.”

Martin Luther King Jr. first went 
to Memphis in March, 1968 to help 
organZee the 1,300 mostly black 
sanitation workers who had been 
striking since Feb. 12 for higher wages 
Md better working conditions. While 
there, he led a parade on behalf of the 
strikers, represented by Local 1733 of 
the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Empioyles.
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Violence flared and one black youth 
was killed, 60 were injured and 200 
arrested. Deeply disturbed, King 
suspended his activities, but prom’sed 
to return to Memphis when the 
situation calmed.

•
Somersett’s dour prediction in 

Miami came in a confidential 
memorandum dated April 25, 1968, 
written by former polcce Lt. Charies H. 
Sapp and addressed to Miami’s late 
Chief of Polcce Walter E. Headley.

The memo begins;:
"On Wednesday, April 17, 1968, 

informant ‘88’ (Somersett’s police code 
namee) went to Atlanta,, Ga. in an effort 
to find moire information concerning 
the death of Martin Luther King.. This 
informant remained in Atlanta until 
April 22 and returned to Miami on 
April 23,19681. Inforaccntt contacted me 
(Lt;. Sapp) and we met in the downtown 
area of Miami. This informamt states 
that on April 1, 1968 he was in 
Washingonn, D.C., attending a 
(National) Labor Relations Board 
meeting, and when it adjourned! he 
overheadd a conversation between 
members of the Longshoeemnn's 
Union and the Sanitation Workers’ 
Union in which they discussed the 
sanitation workers' predicament in 
Memphis, (the crisis that brought King 
to Memphis). One spokesman stated 
that ‘when Martin Luther King returns 
to Memphis, we don't have any 
alternative but to kill him. He has 
stopped being a preacher and is 
interfering as a labor organizer and 
has caused one riot in Memphis and 
one man’s death and that he is hurting 
the labor cause rattier than helping it.’

“When the informant returned to 
Miami on April 4, he heard by the news 
media that Martin Luther King had in 
fact returned to Memphis and was 
going to lead a parade the following 
day. This informant feared that he 
might be a suspect and questioned 
concerning anything that might

Sen. Kennedy’ name pops up, too

Ao interesting sidelight appears n the April 25 memb n which Wdhe 
Somersett’s prediction of Martin Luther King’s assassination is recorded. In 
the fifth and final paragraph of that memo,, Sterrett speaks of aofther 
person who would soon be cut down by gunfire, Robert F. Kennedy.

The memo states: “Informant also learned that for some reason Senator 
Robert Kennedy is being ‘guarded’ by members ffthe KKK rt allof h’ public 
appearancss throughout his presidential campaign. At tai’ time it ta not 
known if Senator Kennedy is under iurvetlamce for his own protcctibn or for 
other motives.”

Kcnoedy was shot to death on June 5, 1968,, in the pantry of the 
Ambassador Hotel in Lois Angers.

happen to Martin Luther King. He 
went to a filing station and garage 
operated by Mr. Frank Love, on the 
corner of NE 1st Avenue and 10th 
Street, and during a conversation, told 
him that he believed that Martin 
Luther King would be assassinated 
that night and stated his reasons for 
believing so. This statement was 
allegedly made in front of Frank Love 
(now dead) and two or three of his 
Negro empooyees at the garage. This 
occurred at approximately 4 p.m, after 
which King was murdered at 
approximately 7 p.m. (EST).

“On April 25 this reporter (Lt. 
Sapp) contacted Frank Love at his 
place of business and Mr. Love 
reluctantly verified the statements 
made by the infocman.. Also, one of the 
Negro empooyees, at this time known 
only as George, verified the 
informant’s statement (George 
remains unidentified today).’’

What Sapp doesn’t say in the 
memo,, but told me when I asked him 
was that Somersett had made the same

prediction to him, as well, the day prior 
to the murder.

“He calkd me at my home the 
night before King was kiUed to let me 
know that if something happened he 
didn’t want to be connected to it.,” Sapp 
recalled. (Apparently, Somersett 
feared his background as a KKK 
member and blatant racist made him a 
suspect)

“I don’t think that I told the FBI 
before Martin Luther King was 
assa.iiinaeed because the infoirnation 
he gave me was so vague,” Sapp 
cfntoteed, “but I know I definitely dd 
(tell them) after. We also passed on ad 
subsequent infoirnation developed”’

Did Wilhe Somerset,, a veteran 
FBI undercover infoirnant, give the 
news directly to the FM prior to the 
shooing? Says Sapp, “I couldn’t even 
guess if he did ... but he certainly was 
working for the FBI during thd time, 
as well as with us.”

Martin Luther King Jr. returned to 
Memphis on April 3, 1968,, and along 
with his cotouaagn, checked nio the 
Lorraine Motel.

That night, in a fiery speech before 
2,000) fbnowers, King seemed t;o know 
what fate awaited him. “It really 
dolesnit matter with me now,” he 
shouted, “because I’ve been to the 
mountaintop! And I don’t mind.. Like 
anybody I would like to live a long life; 
longevity has its plaice. But I’m not 
cbocerolld about that now. I just want 
to do God’ will! And he’ allowed meto 
go up to the mountaintop, and I’ve 
looked over and I’ve seen the promieed 
land ... So I’m happy tonight; Im not

Please turn to page 45
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Continued from page.31 ' * 

worried about anything; I’m not 
fuanng any man!”

Within 22 hours this Nobel Peace 
Prize winner would be killed on the 
balcony of the Lorraine Motel by a 
sniper’s bullet that would rip into his 
n^k and jaw and sever his spinaJ 
c^mn. He w^M die instantly.

Two months later, after an 
international manhunt, James Earl 
Ray habitual criminal, punny-anUe 
h^d and escapee from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary — was captured at 
London Heathrow Airport. On March 
10, 1969, he pleaded guilty to first- 
dugl•uu murder in Dr. Kings death and 
was tuetenced to 99 yUa]Ss in jail. In 
what has come to be called his ‘mini- 
tria1, Kay hinted of a conspiracy.

By 1968, Wiliie A.. Somer-sett’s 
relationship with the FBI had been a 
long and enduring one. Independent 
accounte given by his brother, Rufus, 
and Miami Detective Sgt. Sapp, 
todcafe tire relationship) began in the 
early 1950s white Somersett served 
tmie for white slavery in a federal 
prison in Atlanta. In return for his 
good works as a stool pigeon on the 
inside, he was released early and 
continued to sing for the federate 
whenever they calted. He later 
expanded his clientele to include the 
Mami PD, ostensibly, says Sapp, 
because he feared and mistiuisted the 
Bureau.

Perhaps his most important rote 
came on Nov. 9, 1963 when he and 
right-wnig extremist Joseph A. MiHeer 
wee tape-recorded by Miami police 
unde-rover agents as Milteerduscrilu<Mi 
President Kennedy's impuniing 
mwdCT m Dallas.. Almost incietntally 
eui■lng that convursttion, MiUeer 
spoke of an uarltur plot to kill King in 
Atlanta by one Jack Brown, a Klan 
nremter who reportedly died in 1965..

After King’s death in 19681, this 
1963 tape-recordnng would help trigger 
the Miami PD and Dade State 
Attorney’s investigation into his 
droth. Judge Gelber, then an assistant 
attorney general for Florida, says 
another reason was a similar threat 
made in May, 1964 by a former Miami 
housepainter, (name withhedd), who 
Somersett reporte,, planned to kill 
King on May 17, 1964 in Mobile, Ala.

In a letter dated April 9, 1968 
Gelbier wrote then-U.S. Attorney 
Gunui•al Ramsey Clark, telling him of 
these threats. A reply, sen the 
following week by one of Clark’ aide!, 
indicated tht FBI had been informed of 
Gelber's statements. Gelber, howler,

nuvur heard from either Clark or the 
FBI again.

Throughout the tpiinn and 
summer of 1968, at the State of 
Florida's expense, Somurtutt 
iontinuid to explore the King 
assassination in trips around the 
South. In the additional memos we 
have obtained (dated April 301, June 11, 
July 3, July 8 and August 29) no 
mention is ever again made of 
Somersett’ pr-ediction. The proposal 
for Somersett’ underrover investi­
gations, contained in the April 30 
memo written by Sgts. Everett Kay and 
E.W. McCracken, simply refers to the 
1963 Mitteer tape as the baste for 
action.

“Informant ‘88’ feels that by 
coetactieg such persons as the above 
(MUteer and Brown) information will 
to gained as to what extent these 
people, if any, are involved in this 
assassination.”

Ifo U’u of “conceated ufectronii 
dices’’ to tape-record Somersett’ 
ronversatien8 also was suggested.

It appears that Somerset,, out of 
contact with Mitteer and Brown since 
fe Kennedy astatsinatioe when they 
bunan to suspect ho was an informtete, 
did not know of Brown’ death in 1965.. 
Despite using tire tape-recording as a 
rehonate for investigating, there is no 
real indication that Somersett UvUr 
coeta<tUid Mitteer on the Martin Lather 
King Jr. matter.

According to former Miami Poltee 
Sgt. Ewrett Kay, surreptitious taping 
was fried only once, in Atlanta, and 
felted to produce any results. No 
mem°randum on this ptiticular 
incident was ever locaUdt.

Perhaps Somersett’ ’uspicOons 
about Mitteer were valid. In a trip to 
Mitteer’’ home in Quitman, Ga., in late 
July, I found a letter dated April 19, 
1968 written to Mitteer by Woody 
Kems, his c1osu friend and political 
ally (they both belonged to the right­
wing Constitution Party).

In the first paragraph, Kerns, a 
West Virginian, makes a cryptic 
reference, apparently to the Kmg 
atta8sinatioet

“look’ as though you (Mitteer-) 
and the hunted suspect were in the 
capital area about the same time. They 
found a car there — they say.” Kerns 
evieuntlc was referring to Atianai, 
where the FBI had recovered! a car that 
purportedly belonged to King’ kilter.

That brief statement is the only 
reference to King’ death found amid 
the detailed correspondenue Mitteer 
kuPt. Mme might hare been expected 
because Mitteer hated King. But no 
gloating ... nothing.

Getting back to Somerset,, the 3

The world’ most celebrated 
designe's bring you 
the classic look of 
Euiopute fashion.
Great names like 

Yves St. Laurent, Raphael, 
Pierre Cardin,

Damd Schtgee . . . 
Lansons Europa Shop has 
imported them all for you.

Lansons in 
Dteeltee, Wuttltee, 

the Hollywood Fashion 
Center, the Lauderhlll 

Mall, and on Lieiole Road.
A fitting look for the 
coetumpoaacy male
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f you're selling 
a shopping center, 
. ^rebuilding or 
industrial complex - 

talk to 
Florida's largest buyer 

We're a no nonsense iettitutioeal 
buyer who expects to purchase $50 
mdlten of mcome property during the 
euxt year. We don’t have time to ued- 
|uttly negotiate or male outraguously 
low offers. We pay fairly for your 
equity. And that's no idle prom’se — 
w’ll supply eamt’ of former tullurs 
who will confirm that we hare thu 
cashedthuwillineuststotpued it. 

And it doesn't take a lot of effort to sell 
us a propetty. Our team of proes- 
tioea’ does a|1 tte wo'k to expedite 
the transaction. It's uaty to start a rela- 
tioeiship. Just write or pick up the 
phoeu. We’ll take it from there.

Brokers protected.

Rr’ Capital 
Companies 

an affiliate of
werner womacks ’t- co,

255 Alhambaa Circle
Cora1! Gat>les, Florida 33134 • (305) 442-0200 

FlorriaToll Free 1—800-432-2199
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If your E>at Shew ticket cost 
MORE than $2., in advance, 

Mr $2.7S at thc gate, you're NOT going 
tO thc largest in-the-w<rter Boat Show 

in ALL Florida!
Sec the Greatest! Show on Water!

FORT LAUDERDALE 
INTERNATIONAL 
BOAT SHOW 

AT BAHIA MAR
AIA South of lots Ola* Blvd..Fort Laudordte^, Florida

October 28,29, 30, & 31.
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Free dockcage for cruisej-m Boat Show guests, 
special conbiuaaoon acm-^sions aio>w you to en­
joy the show and offes Imichonn or dinner at 
Bahai Mar's elegamt Sea Vlw. Or join its for the 
Harvey Wallbanger Bunich, Sunday, the 31st. 
For adhancee ticket uffonaatinn telephone Mr. 
Kaye Pearson (305) 764-7742.2.

On displcy will be the above Ch coy Lee Clipper 42

Only adhance ticket holders are elghb for a Grand Prw drawing । 
opening night Thun,, October 28Cs. You OMd not be present to win.

For nhbtt OfOrraatiflM. and advance tickets contact
YacCtinn PreMtons Ik., One Financial Roas. Fortt Lau^OC3339M, (3055) 7741-7422
Afeuce Ues Adds CM. chudrM M2 21 00 Tn noUMM. child™ under 7 free

PCase ec«d___AditM schoos g~I Carrin st iskCt* Encroseedu $

City------------------------------------------- Sloe..

EDDIE BARON 
is back in the Florid 
area. Opening at Doral 
Bcach Sept. 14th. 
For further bookings 
contact Sandi Scott, 
representing EDDY 
in thc Florida area.
17070 Coins Ave.
N-NHami Bcach, Fla. 33170

(305) 940-7906

Junie 11 memo describes trips tie made 
to South Carolina, New Orleans and 
Alabama. Io South Carolina, 
Somersett met with Belton Mims, 
whom hie caUed the first assistant to 
the Grand Dr-agon of the South 
Caroliina Klan. The memo indicales 
Mims said nothing of King, but did say 
a plot to kill the late Congressmnn 
Adam Clayton Powell was in the 
works, and suggested Somersett see 
Lcander Perez, an extreme racist and 
political boss in Louisiana, while he 
was in New Orieans. When Perez, who 
died in 1969), couldn’t be found, Willie 
Somersett moved on to Mobile, Ala, 
where he talked with the former Miami 
Cousepainter refereed to earlier.

The painter didn’t speak of King 
either, at this time, but did describe to 
Somersett some terrorist acts he 
claimed to Civ's participated in 
recently. He also told Somersett plans 
wer-e being formulated to kill Charles 
Evers, brother of the slain civil rights 
leader Medgar Evers.

In the July 3 memo,, events turn 
once again to Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
killing.. In it, ‘88” states that hie 
traveled again as an agent of he 
Miami PD to Memphis on June 21 “and 
began cie■cul.ating around in order to 
obtain information in regards to the 
assassinatinn of Martin Luther King...

“After getting settled in (a) room, I 
went to the neighbohodd where King 
was killed and made feiieadr with a 
number of poeple, both Negro and 
white, and had a few drinks with hem 
rad began discussmg ths incident 
along with otCer r-acial matCrrs. I was 
introduced to a man by he name of 
Charles O. Stevens (sic) at Jim’ Club... 
who said that hie hiad been questioned 
watC regar<ss to the killing of Martin 
Luther King and he had lied to hr 
poUce and FBI, saying Ch knew 
something about it, whereas hie did 
not.”

Chalks Q. Stephens, to whom 
Somei-sett apparently refereed, was one 
of he State of Tennessee’s chief 
wihrsees against James Ear-1 Ray. 
Harvey Gipson, Stepheiss’ lawyer, 
claims, “Hrishe only witness who can 
directly connect Ray to the crime. They 
couldn’t have extT-adited Ray (fr-om 
England) without StepCinr’ 
identification.”

Somer-srtt’s statement srverely 
impeaches Stephens’ credibility, which 
has already been under attack by 
many critics because of his excessive 
drinking. If Stephens truly perjured 
himself, the already shaky ca.se 
againrt James Earl Ray is further 
damaged. (As a result of his testimony, 
Stephens is currently fighting a legal
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7 . Docs it 
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conslantiy in use for TTIfrre ^n 
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Mountain Valley s tic on^ 
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When you taste Mountain 
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Mountain Valiyy for 40 to 50 
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In short, there’s one excepaional 
drinking water waiting for you, 
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DRAPERY, CARPET 
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CLEANING
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battle to collect assorted reward 
monies offered in this case totalling 
$100,000.)

In the same July 3 memo, Wille 
Somersett also tells of side trips he 
made to Whieehaven, Tenn, and 
Southhav-en, Miss., suburbs of 
Memphis.

"I attempted to locate a fellow 
(name withhedd) who works as a 
private detective and ham radio 
operator in Whit;vhavvn. Tenn, and is 
supposed to be racially involved. I 
could not locate him. but my 
conversation with people around thee 
made insinuations to the fact that this 
(man) and an unknown deputy sheriff 
may have been involved in jamming 
toe radio somewhere in the Martin 
Luther King case.”

Somersett was confused about this 
incident. The CB radios were not 
jammed after the shooting, rather false 
broadcaste were sent out which drew 
attention away from toe routh side of 
the city where, Ray claims. he fled 
durinn hilr vroape from the scene. 
(Perhaps it should be noted here that 
Ray, who har long since renounced his 
guilty plea, does not deny having been 
at toe site of toe crime. He contends 
that he_ was simply an unwitting 
acoomplri«! and that he was later 
coerced by Ms attorney, toe famed 
Percy Foreman (whom Miamians will 
reran from toe sensational Candy 
Mrrrlvr murder trial here) to plead 
guilty. Ray’s latest efforts to win a new trial havv been quashed, and he has 
stopped appealing.)

Rvturnrnn to toe memos, we find 
that on toe morning of July 8, 1968,, 
Someraett received a call from toe 
previously mentioned Miami 
housepamter. The pamter spoke of his 
rage at the death of a young 
schootteacher, Kathy Ainsworth, who 
was rhrt by police as she allegedly 
participated m an attempt to blow up 
toe home of a prominent Jewish citizen 
in Meridian Miss. Her companton, 
Thomas Allert Tai-rante III, was 
wounded. “X (the housepaenter) said 
that they are going to set up things in 
Misrisrippi and he is grieg to kill all 
toe Jews, niggver and the pohcemen if 
they interfere. . . ’Wv will burn 
Mirrirrrppi f nvcvrrary,, ” X raved. 
Tarrrante is now serving a 30-year 
sentence in Mississippi.

|n toe final memo of August 29 
Somersett describes a meeting with X 
in Mobile during which the Aimworth- 
Aaerae|rs incident was discussed. 
According to X, not only was Tarrrante 
being Md in toe Mirrirrippi bombing 
attempt, he also was bvren 
investigated m connection with toe
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------ , f—.’„ wvmm-m a<.rcwtos« uuKursrX 1 
Then,'! Ha,, soneeOn.iig napping in Maim,. Be 
pen of it by not being alone. Mabe a success of 
lour party or anlrnntlon wit our man or female 
mult'in^a escortsr. qualified personal services 
h« your nee<n in mind and you can be as 
su^ that dtacrtonm is number on*.

King murder. “X says that the car that 
was used to jam the police rare on 
relaying messages of the killing of 
King on Aug. 4 (site) was a car used by 
Thomas Tanrants. X says that they 
have inforaiaiion from the pohce that 
Tanranta is talking to the FBI and it 
looks as if several people may be 
indicted by the federal government in 
connection with a bank robbery and 
murder in the state(s) of Mississippi
and Tennessee, including himself:, X, 
who allowed Tarranite to stay at his 
home a week or ten days after the 
killing of Martin Luther King”’ Miami 
Magazine has been unable to 
determnee if XS inoormation proved!
true.
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in that same memo of August 29, 
Somerset! also tells of a meeting with 
rrpresentatirss of Jim Garrison, the 
New Orieans district attorney who 
gain«i notoriety for his sensational 
JFK murder iontpilacy trial. 
Garrison's people were ragrr to obtain 
the fraite of Somersett’s 1963 labors, 
but there is no indication that he ever 
cooperated with them.
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As in the case in Miami 
Magazine’s story ta’t month on 
President Kennedy’s assassinatinn, we 
can only speculate on the real 
significance of all this. The list of 
specific questions rased is practically 
endless, but revolves around one 
central issue: What did the FBI do 
about this infoimiation?

There is no evidence, on the record 
or off,to indicate the FBI did anything, 
for no mention of these incidents has 
ever been made publicly before. When 
given the opportunity to comment on 
our findiigs, the FBI refitsed.

- Thomas L. Wiseman, FBI special 
agent in Washington, “assigned in a 
supervisory capacity to the Freedom of 
Inforaiation-Priaacy Acts section of 
the Rectlr<ts and Management 
Dlvision,” say's, in an affidavit filed in 
response to a Freedom of Information 
lawsuit by assassination researcher 
Harold Weisberg, that “tire only 
suspect in the Martin Luther King 
assassination was Eric Starvo Galt;, 
subsrqurntCy identified as James Earl 
Ray.”

How can this be? Wiliie Somerset! 
was a ltng-timr FBI informant and, 
according to drilaiiifird FBI 
documenta, the G-men considered him 
“reliable.” If so, how could FBI agents 
simply lgotrr the bombshel’s he was 
dropping in their aollectire lapis? They 
must have had more suspects if, as they
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claim. they conducted a thoroug ' 
investigation. They must also Havre 
had grave doubts about the rrlifbility 
of star witness Chartes Stephens.

No one has been as accurate as 
WHlte Somereett in prrdictiog political 
assaesiinaitioes since the Soothsayer 
warmed Caesar to “beware the Ides of 
March” two miUenia ago. The FBI 
korw this, but apparently did nothing 
about it.

2951 S. Bayshore Drive/Coconut Grove. Fla 33133 
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Motivation for this ooo-aoltoo by 
the Bureau may have come from the 
late J. Edgar Hoover. It is no secret that 
Hwver despised King and used all the 
power in his command to try an.d 
thwart King.

This climate was hardly one in 
which to conduct an impartial 
investigation.

Because of the revelation of the 
attempts to harass Dr. King, the 
DTpa:rtmrnt of Justue has brTn 
reviewing the files compiled on Kiing 
both before and after his assas- 
eination. Until now. Justice officiate 
have bTTn saying that nothing has 
been uncoveired which would suggest 
that the FBI's investigation of the 
aesaesiinaitinn was less than thorough. 
Told of Miami Magazme’s findings, 
mcst specifically about SomrI•sett’s 
prediction. Michael Shaheen Jr., the 
Department of Justice attcI■nry in 
Ch31?6 of internal investigations in 
Washington. was stunned.
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“This is a’ tntereeiting a piece of 
information as any I’ve ever heard.” he 
said. “I am very interested in receiving 
it.”

There are ateo other people who 
feel. for these and other reasons, that 
the King case should be fully and 
publicly reopened. The Rev. Bernard 
Ltt. TeTcut;ive vice president of Dr. 
King’s Southem Cto-tetian Leadershpp 
CootTIlretcce, said, “We believe Ray is 
not the lone assassin and that Dr. King 
was the vmtim of a well thought-out 
conepiaayy. We had hoped Ray would 
get a new trial, but that did not 
materialize. There shouM be ecme kind 
of new investigation.”

Judge Gelber believes, “All the 
avenueu havro't been explored in the 
King assassinatinn. The mvMtigation 
was cut short by Ray’s guilty pies. 
There was no Warren Commission to 
publicly air the facts. What is 
necessary te a legislative investigation 
to satisfy the public fW everything 
has been looked tot.o.”

EmaDy, State Attorney Richard 
Gerstehi, who has spent several hours 
aiding us m our dual iovretigations, 
noted wryly, “I don't believe any 
person with tvto mmim^ inteliigencr 
bTllTves Ray acted alone or without 
help.” ^

I HADA 
GR-R-REAT 
VACATION!
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In Reply, Pease Refer to
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

62-6603 Miami, Flordda 
March 25, 1977

RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATINNS

----- An- article -appearing in • the . "Miami Herald" 
newspaper*, Miami, Florida, dated March 14, 1977, captOnned 
"KING Panel Might Call Miami Man", is attached hereto.

_ In regards to certain allegatoons and staeements 
contained in the "Miami Herald" newspaper article, the 
foioowing is noted:

. . „Miami Office files contain no reference refeecting 
receipt of the infomatonn allegedly furmsshed by WILLM 
SOMERSET,T relative to his claim that he-overheard a death 
threat at a union affair* in Washington as set forth i.n 
sud article.

In connection with the statement in the article 
by CHARLES SAPP, formerly of the Miami Police Department, 
a review of Miami fiees does not sho>w the receipt of any 
information from CHARLES SAPP furmihhed to him by WELLIE 
SOMERSET!. y

„ _ On March 23, 1977, Supeevisor LEONARD) C. PETERSON 
of the Miami Office of the FBI, who was in periodic contact 
with eersonnll of the Miami Police Depatmrnrt, IntHUencce 
Division, during 1968, advised that he did not receive 
a^- knows _of no other FBI empoyee who reived- any inoomatonn concerning a death threat against Reverend 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., during that period. -

This documen-t contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It i.s the property of the FBI ^ I 
and is loai^ to your agency; it and its con-tents are not ^'
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