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1. As is apparent in the attached copy of a New Orleans asga- 
; sine article, former District Attorney Jim Garrison and his Kennedy 

assassination theories are enjoying a revival of interest by local 
news x^ia. . It is possible that the Kew Orleans P.O. may be con- ‘ 
tacted by newsmen for comments cn Garris<»*H charges, especially in 
li^t of the recent disclosures of facts’which were not made avail
able to tlie Warren Commission.!; In the absence of sore specific 
Eeadauart'irs guidance, we intend to respond to any such inquiries 
by saying, that Mr. Garrison’s charges of CIA involvement in the 
Kennedy assassination were false when he first made them in 1966, 
and they sr?> still absurd today,: and we prefer not to ccement 
further. • Ion nay be able to suggest a better response than that, 
and if so we hope you will share your thoughts with us.

»

I

2. y wa are somewhat acre concerned about bow we should respond 
to any direct questions concerning the Agency’s relationship with 
Clay Shaw, who as you knew was unsuccessfully prosecuted by Garrison 
for conspiring to assassinate President Kennedy. Shaw, whoa Garrison 
refers to ai- a CIA employee and who died about two years ago, was an 
active contact of Bunter Leake’s during the period 19^’8-1956, pre
sumably as a routine source of FPI. Despite the 30 sane-odd con
tacts recorded on Shaw’s contact card, however, his local file 
contains only three pieces of innocuous correspondence.

3. Since we cannot determine the nature of DCD’s relationship 
with Shay frets our files, we would appreciate your summarizing it 
for us. We would also, of course, welcome your guidance in responding 
to any news media questions about our relations with Shaw, should tuey 
materialise. 1
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interview by Joe Manguho

On the soot-stained facade of an old 
) brick building in one of the seed* 

iest parts of downtown New Or* 
leans, scrawled in a barely legible but 

firm hand, stands the plaintive query: 
“Who killed Cock Robin?" Inside, in a 
modest second.floor office that he 
shares with a fellow attorney, is the in
domitable Investigator who has been 
claiming for nine years now to. have 
solved that riddle—former Orleans Par-’ 
ish District Attorney Jim Garrison. ■

Jim Garrison is the man no one want-* 
ed to believe. The crusading lawyer 
turned shady D.A. The self-styled Poi
rot reduced to Clouseau. The standup 
comic who overstepped the bounds of 
good taste. Another clown in Louisiana's 
embarrassing political circus.

- It was seven years ago that “The Jolly 
Green Giant," as he was sneeringly call
ed by the medic, was laughed into near 
obscurity with his unsuccessful trial of 
Glay Shaw on charges of conspiring to 
murder President John F. Kennedy. And 

. two years since the once-unbeatable 
prosecutor had been driven from office; 
by charges of bribery and income tax 
evasion, charges of which he was even
tually exonerated.

In those two years, Garrison has prac
tically vanished from the news scene, 
becoming more reclusive and evasive 
than ever, refusing interviews, as he 
plunged into his private law practice 
and the business of earning a living after 
more than 12 years of regular income as 
a salaried district attorney.

His disappearance from public view, 
broken last month by publication of his 
first novel. Star Spangled Contract (pre
dictably, a fictitious account of the as
sassination of a president by members of 
the federal intelligence community), has 
been effected despite the fact that for 
two years in the late 1960s, Garrison 
dominated headlines and innumerable 
column inches of newsprint around the 
wdrld with his theory that Shaw, Os
wald and a battalion of others, whom he
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claimed were all members of the federal 
intelligence Community, conspired with 
elements of the U.S.- military-industrial 
complex to kill Kennedy.

If that didn't get enough chuckles, the 
motives he propounded for the assassina- 
tlon did: that the military and Certain 
elements of the Central Intelligence 
Agency were distraught by the young 
president's policies toward Vietnam and 
Cuba. His theory had it that Oswald, . 
Shaw and ap airline pilot named David 
Ferrle were CIA operatives involved in 
the execution of Kennedy.

Oswald, himself murdered by the 
mysterious Dallas nightclub owner Jack 
Ruby, and Ferrie, who allegedly com
mitted suicide at the height of the Gar
rison investigation, were unavailable for 
prosecution. So Garrison proceeded to 
trial with the lone living defendant In 
the assassination case, Shaw. After a 
bizarre two-year fight by Garrison to 
bring him to trial, Shaw was acquitted 
in March, 1969 by a jury that delibe
rated less than an hour. And Garrison 
was mocked. He conceded defeat, but a 
year later released his own version of the 
assassination investigation in the form of 
a book entitled A Heritage of Stone, in 
which he claimed his case against Shaw 
had been torpedoed by the , federal 
government. The book was generally 
dismissed as a product of Garrison's ob
session with the case.

Meanwhile, the strapping six-foot - 
five D.A. was fighting federal charges of 
bribery and income tax evasion in a case 
Garrison called “as confused as a Chi
nese laundry in a thunderstorm." Claim
ing he was as certain of acquittal as he 
was that “King Kong likes big bananas.” 
Garrison beat the rap. But the damage 
to his reputation w«M irreparable and 
two months later he lost his bid for re
election. 1

Following an unsuccessful campaign 
for a seat on the Louisiana Supreme 
Court, the Jolly Green Giant retired to 
private law practice.

In the two years Since he ostentatious-’ 
!y surrendered his office to Harry Com* 
nick. Garrison has watched-^ arid can 
perhaps be excused the wry smileas 
the Nixon administration collapsed un
der the weight of the Watergate scan{ 
dais; as the FBI acknowledged. ?gnidz- 
ingly, that it illegally tapped the tele
phones of Vietnam War dissenters and 
opened the mall of American citizens; as 
the CIA was forced to admit. involve
ment in assassination attempts,'domestic 
espionage and surreptitious entry into 
the homes and private files of prominent 
Americans; and illegal involvement .in 
the domestic affairs of other nations. ;' 
., Yes, It was nine years ago that this 
impudent small-time local prosecutor 
aullied the image of the United States 
government with lurid tales of political 
Intrigue, murder,/* and cloak-and- 
dagger exploits of the American intelli
gence community. And now thelthick- 
ens have come home to roost. y <<$

_ Yet the man who first advanced the 
notion that the government of the 
United States was involved in domestic 
espionage, the influencing of foreign 
elections and the murder of “undesir
able" leaders at home and abroad has 
been uncharacteristically silent. ? v

In an interview with this reporter 
earlier this year. Garrison broke 
that self-imposed silence, claiming 

it had been maintained first, because of 
the unfair treatment he had received 
from the media, and second, “because I 
don't have time."

“One reason that I don't have time for 
interviews explaining the involvement of 
the federal intelligence community in 
the murder of Jack Kennedy," he ex
plains with frustration, “Is that It's so ob
vious." His frustration turns to con
tempt. “It's very much as if 1 were to get 
into the habit of giving interviews to ex
plain that the sun rises in the east. It’s 
obvious that it riso. tn ibo .-•<♦ ... ik,..^‘.





WASGARkISONRIGHT.?
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W|||||licres|i^  ̂
^fe^F^??fi^hat:ithe^ 
^j/^WAgency was'involved in the Kennedy as?l 
I 1 l .Tsassination and that/recent 'revelations^ 
hty’ " about the CIA's Involvement In foreign;

murder plots have only served to fan the 
flames of his enthusiasm about the case/:

.en pressing tor a new investigation at 
the«assassInation#Gf#J^^

/s1tna0^^
^|»£&nn^^ 
corrimunit$^^ 
i^^BO^A’^ 
in his desk drawer;.Garrison;produces;# 
photostat copy of * newspq?er/clipping^ 
#THere' Is ■ a' descript io nby-ah'Italian 
newspaper of Clay Shaws actlvlties^ln. 
Rome, obviously for the CIA,/baysGsr 
rison; “Clay Shaw; according to . 
Mondiale Comtierciale. ultln^ 
to leave Rdme|becaw«fo£;&^

/ So,; we have the statements 
chetti of the CIA that Shaw ahd}Fenie 
.were Cl A/ and we have ■ the^statraenb 
and Information by the Roman bewspt^ 
pets which show that Shaw w^^ 
feet, engaged In CIA activity * slavery 
high level in Rome in 1962, And then we 
have the testimony of a number.of ^wit
nesses that Clay Shaw; and;- David 
Ferrie—and nobody ebe—were with 
Lee. Harvey Oswald day after-day'in 
Clinton. You don't have to go Into all the 
other business of who shot John.} That's 
enough to push the burden of proof onto 
the intelligence community.;If our news 
media were objective and not so fearful, 
they would go on from there, not into a 
general investigation of who shot;John 
Kennedy, but why the intelligence com
munity was involved in the murder of 
John Kennedy, and begin at the begin
ning. It would save a lot of time. But the 
media can’t afford to do that, and they 
won’t do that.” ’ ■ •

'?e^r£tnMjkque^pfa^ •ll^heyOiereb  ̂
investigation.’That’sbecausetheyknow. 
a^^peKioha®
«njway.,andibecau$e,Iirubbedaheir 
nose# in ths involvement of.the United 
States/Intenigenc^a^
the CIA^wheif they;we^
few months ago. So they can’t get away 
from the fact that it has been put in their 
hands. They had to take a slightly differ? 
entpetition toprotect; themselves-1 but 
they’re .interested'fn' survivalliand/in. 
making money/And they would neither 
survive nor make money-if they sought 
to push the CIA involvement theory too 
directly.” • ’ v /’/.A//
' Backtracking a bit, Garrison explains 
that CBS sent down a researcher to dis
cuss with him the CIA assassination 
theory. / ■ "

“He was rather bright,” says Garri
son. "We talked. I tried to explain to 
him it was an easy ABC proposition to 
show the relationship of the Central In? 
telligeuce Agency to the murder of John 
Kennedy to the point where the burden 
of proof drifted to' the CIA to show that 
it was not involved. v - , .

“I suggested that we go down to the 
Times-Picayune and get photocopies of 
the Shaw trials because there were at 
least eight or nine solid witnesses who 
show-that Clay Shaw or David Ferrie 
were with Lee Oswald on a number bf 
different days in the town of Clinton, 
La. Clay Shaw and David Ferrie. ’Now,’ 
I said, 'if those men turn out to be con
nected with the federal Intelligence 
establishment--more specifically the 
CIA—then you have two men with Lee 
Oswald day after day who are with the 
CIA. Conversely, he’s not with anybody 
during that ‘time who's not with the 
CIA. And yet the FBI has told us he 
murdered the President of the United 
States. So the remaining part of the syl
logism Is to see if. these men were con
nected with the intelligence community 
as I said they were.’” r

CBS had taken Garrison's ramblings 
in stride. After all, the Shaw connection 
had been examined over and ever again. 
But Garrison pointed out that new infor
mation about the former New Orleans 
business leader had been “unearthed.” It 
had come from Victor Marchetti, former 
CIA deputy director who resigned from 
his job in 1969. % ;

"According to Marchetti,” says Garri
son, “he learned of Clay Shaw’s CIA 
connections during my investigation of 
Shaw in 1967. Marchetti says he fre
quently attended morning sessions with 
high agency officials and these officials 
often voiced serious concern that Shaw's 
CIA contacts might be uncovered and 
made public by me. Marchetti made 
these same remarks oh film for the Citi
zens Committee of Inquiry,' which has

p <; Garrison 'stares at the^lone paintings 
$ J g that graces the wall of his office. Some* i 
i/M^hqwJt seems to fit there; a stark winter? 
/ ; ’ scene of leafless' trees-,Jn \ blacks and 
//■/whites. Nd grays. Garrison doesn’t see 
?; ' things in grays. Only blacks and whites.

"I was sure about the CIA's involve* 
‘ ment nine years ago when I first re* 

sealed it,“ he reminds. ”! was dancing 
with the CIA. I wasn’t guessing. I knew

. the Central Intelligence Agency was in* 
volyed because they were all over our 
office during the investigation. - ';/:.

“I guess a few people would say that 
I’m vindicated, if you want to use that 

■ word, because in 1967, I first brought 
out in public interview the Involvement, 
of the Central Intelligence Agency in the 
murder of John Kennedy. That’s a mat
ter ,of record. > . <

“That's also about the time heavy in
terest In the assassination ceased down 
here, because such a concept was re* 
garded as so insane, so impossible, that 
the national media stayed away In 
droves.” • y .

Garrison’s suspicions about the media 
run deep. It was they, the great news 
organs, he rays, which portrayed him as 
a fool and a bully, and they did it all to 
protect themselves. . , ,

“Each element of the media has an in* 
. / dividual interest in its own survival/* he 

reasons, “and it will violate that interest 
in survival if it takes an active part in 
showing the involvement of the United 
States government in the murder of John 
Kennedy. .

“It's black and white. They're part of 
the establishment —the national estab
lishment—and too great a change 
threatens their survival. From their 
point of view, the revelation that the 
CIA, even on the upper-medium or up
per-middle level, killed the President of 
the United States, might bring on some 
form of revolution and certainly might 
destroy them financially. And they can't 
participate in that.”

Any mention of CBS television’s re
cent series on the political assassinations 
and attempted assassinations of the Six
ties, brings a resonant chuckle from the 
deep recesses of Jim Garrison.

“CBS went in the tank again,” he 
growls, “onh this time they did it a little 
differently. They repeated their faith in 
the Warren Commission as they did 
some years back, and then added, *How-

H.*,

^:

Tree months after Garrison made -^ 
that statement, the Senate Intelll- -^ 
gence Committee recommended I ^ 

that a new investigation into the assas- i c 
sination of John Kennedy focus bn the J >5 
role of the U.S. Intelligence communi;?' 
in the. life of Lee Harve^ Oswald. :

But Garrison, never one to bite his . 
tongue about his suspicions, believes 
that Kennedy was not the only victim ol ; 
the Intelligence community’s assassins- . 
tion plots. ' :

“By pattern, the evidence makes every | • 
one of the major assassinations, in my 
judgment, suspect of being products of ’ 
the American intelligence community. 
After the assassination of John Kennedy, 
the Intelligence community was told by 
the American social and political leader- , 
ship, in effect, "Kill whomever you 
want. We won’t do anything about it." . 
They were given the same word by the ; 
FBI, which actively participated in 1 
covering up what the top command had 
to know was a Central Intelligence 
Agency assassination. So the Intelligence' 
community knew It had a free hand and 
it proceeded to eliminate, at a time- 
when It waa beginning to have trouble! 
with opponents of the Vietnam War, it' 
began to eliminate oppot'ents of the

t-A . ——



_.s. i Vietnam war so tney could Keep it 
^ijfclgoiig., Because it was in the interest of; 
AteiM^

j^rt$Ll^Ar^ic^^

IV

Wi^&io* iq^'kidM^ 
idnj^n^ad^g^^ 
anQjwas becoming more and more.vocal 
al^Fthe Vietnam War; they got rid of 
Bobby Kennedy, who had just won a big 
victory in California and was on the 
wgc of becoming the next President of 
the United States. He would not only 
have gotten us out of Vietnam, judging' 
by statements he had been making for 
Mtvral years, but he would obviously 
have initialed a serious investigation into 
Jack Kennedy's murder. And, then, they 
had to shoot Wallace^ too,' to reelect 
Nixon, because Nixon, contrary to 
everything that poured out of Washing
ton at the time, was about to lose the
flection."

Realizing such * broad statement
needs some amplification in view of 
Mion's landslide victory in 1972, Carri
sun explains: "It’s a matter of one and 
one making two. Ten days before the 
Wallace snooting, the Callup poll 
showed Nixon had dropped to 44 per 
cent and McGovern had risen to 41 per 
cent. That meant If the trend continued, 
and Nixon dropped two more per cent 
and McGovern rose two more per cent, 
McGovern was the next president of the 
Uhited State. McGovern’s main plank 
was to end Che war in Vietnam. Con
versely, Nixon was the warfare sector 
man. He was their man, so there wasn't 
much to hesitate about on that score."

Linking the assassinations and at- 
tempted assassination of Wallace Is just a 
matter of common sense as far as Garri
son is concerned.

"You have the same mechanics in 
every case,” he explains. “You expose 
your scapegoat for all of about 15 
seconds to the public, after, which the 
public rarely sees him again. And they 
virtually all leave diaries which, al
though In their own handwritings, all 
say practically the same thing. So the in
telligence apparatus found many differ
ent ways to get people they wanted 
write whatever they told them to In their 
own handwritings. But If you read Sir- 
han Sirhan's diary and'Arthur Bremer’s 
diary, after a while, you don't know 
which one you're reading. It’s full of the 
false sponsor kind of thing: in other 
words, they leave an awful lol of materi
al pointing'in the other direction.

"And Oswald, although he didn't 
leave a diary, fits into the fahe-sponsor 
mold. Oswald was always with antl- 
Castro Cubans in New Orleans, and yet 
when he was arretted in Dallas, they 
had to bring up a big truck to take out 
tons of material which they had stored, 
there, which was ostensibly his. Things 
lie “Hurray for Revolution," and “Viva 
Fidel,'' and books which he undoubtedly 
never saw In his entire life, but which

men®frtheOmtedtStates»ith?regcuc®a
^intelhgenceWisiasfcpnu^
..mentofcman^
were stored there Jin piles to make it look 
like he was a madman’,’,which was part 
of-M^naH©;^
^"Oswald," says G arrisoh “was just ? a 
pretty, straight. Ipwer-level^intelligence 
employee who believed irrwhat his su- 
perlors In the government told himJ'He 
did what they, told him to do and'his 
reward for serving the United States for 
30 months In Russia was to be murdered 
and branded a madman. He believed in 
our country a little too much. He didn't 
realize we were not the country we pre
tended to be and that we had developed 
into a state of fascism, which he was
useful to as a scapegoat." ,

Intelligence community.. Not f as,^ 
No^?352; with' a gold. badge^ but^as^^ 
member of the Mafia, part of whic^ 
become subservient to the CIAl^l^O 
S^hat was Ruby's involvement^ 
the beginning,?^says ;Garriwn^ 
why he was actively engaged in the' asjig! 
sassination. He delivered one of the rine§^ 
men to .the grassy knoll^is"^ 
observed; although the governmentj£thel^ 
FBI, changed, her testimony,^ I^Hsi^ 
quently got the true testimony from.
It’s up in Washington pow.: Apparently;®^ 
that’s one of the ways' they persuaded^ 
Ruby it was the better part of valor.forW 
him to be the one to remove Oswald.' Be*^ 
cause a few days earlier,*he |ha'd^de-W 
livered a gunman to the grassy knoU^ItW 
wasn’t a case of saying, *Say, -Jack, 
would you mind doing this little project ^ 
for us?* By the time Sunday after the. as^^ 
sassination rolled around, they were in a^ 
position to say, 'Jack, do you realize^; 
what .you did the other dayF/That’s W 
why he was crying the next few days^J 
He wasn’t crying about the president^®' 
He was crying because he knew what he ^, 
had to do. ; ■ h’ -'-W^^

“The evidence is plentiful that Ruby 
was one of a number yvho worked for^f 
the CIA. And that’s why the FBI never 
seriously Investigated him. They wentz 
out of their way to avoid It. Ruby was all^' 
over the place. He was every place. Lee ^4 
Harvey Oswald was at Ruby's places-^ 
He was there with one of his antl-Castro  ̂
Latin associates from New Orleans^: 
Ruby is so deeply Involved in everything^ 
that it's necessary for the United States C 
government intelligence community to 
hire somebody once in a while to say j 
Ruby couldn't possibly be connected . 
with the CIA."

Back on the subject of the media’s 
involvement in helping to cover 
up the assassination, Garrison 

shares his suspicions about freelance 
journalists.

“A large number of freelance writers 
have been picked up In recent decades 
by the CIA," he says. “When the CIA 
was formed, one of its chief objectives 
was to develop as much control as pos
sible over the media. I don't think it suc
ceeded In getting the control it wanted 
or else the question of its Involvement in 
the assassination would not have been 
raised, although it was delayed; some
what. However, one of the most effec
tive pieces of machinery they have is the 
'freelance agent,’ who writes articles 
which are published to prove that Jack 
Ruby could not possibly have been con
nected with intelligence in any way. ''

“As a matter of fact," Garrison ex
plains, “the evidence is overwhelming 
that Jack Ruby was very active in 1958 
until his death In obtaining ammunition 
and jeeps and weapons and supplies for 
antl-Castro forces io be shipped to 
Miami and used in Cuba. And there's no 
great mystery about the reasons for it, 
because that part of the Mafia which is 
connected with Meyer Lansky, who 
owned the Tropicana In Cuba, was a 
major ally of the CIA In Its anti-Cuban 
activity. And that’s the part of the CIA 
that’s involved in the murder of Jack 
Kennedy. That's why you’re seeing Indi
cations of the Mafia here and the Mafia 
there.

“When you’re looking into it, it'seems 
confusing at first. But when you under
stand that that part of the Mafia which 
was the ally in the late Fifties, early Six
ties, of the CIA.Is working.with the 
agency like it used to before, as Ruby 
was doing, actually the evidence is over
whelming that he was working for the

Garrison's cynicism about the ^ 
I federal government is Impos- 

sible for him to contain. It oozes v 
from every pore. And the more he talks 

about the CIA connection, the more ap-$£ 
parent his loathing becomes.

“You have to remember," he says, >' 
“that the United States government, 
with regard to this area, is as corrupt as 
a government of man is possible to be. It. 
couldn't possibly be any more corrupt. It 
literally would go to Into a hydroger? ? 
war with China before it would aUovA't 
the people of the United States to learn 
the truth. That's how corrupt it is. And 
that shows you how far it's willing to go . 
to keep the truth from coming out. And 
publishers know this, many people in 
news business know this. but tjpn't have
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i^^vera^ bring

“^g^^lit^ there i
^but^ere Isn’t enough so that it all conies 

out.substantiallyand'c'onslstently.And 
above all, they’re not,being given any 
help by the government—a government 
that would ratherIsee^r-million people 

^/ destroyed in an atomic;war with Red
China or Russia than allow the people of 

£;the/United States to/learn the truth 
about what happened to Jack Kennedy.

>y I'm satisfied that this coverup is being 
y continued even today by key people re- 
^ maining in the government who are left 
/ over from those who ratified the murder 
'* of John Kennedy." jp * • •< 

‘t Garrison does not shy away from the

7

’>

implications of such an indictment. He 
bluntly implies that even President Ford 
shares in the blame for a less-than- 
thorpugh assassination investigation. '

“Ford was one of the major post-assas
sination conspirators," Garrison argues. 
“You have to understand that the War
ren Commission, of which Ford was a 
member, was not a committee to investi
gate, although it was made to appear 
that way to the citizens. Actually, it was 
a committee to reach an accord. Their 
function was to reach an accord as to 
what the proper and official fiction 
would be. There was never, at any time, 
a sincere search for the truth. And one of 
the most active men of the Warren Com
mission working to fool the American 
people was Gerald Ford.

“I don't pretend to know all the ins 
and outs of the American federal mach
inery, but I would suspect his perform
ance in helping to cover up the tracks of 
the CIA is not unrelated to the fact that 
he's president. That’s one of his rewards. 
I'll put it conversely: had he been raising 
questions and said, Tt looks to me like 
the government is involved," he would 
not be president of the United States. In 
fact, he probably would not even be 
alive.”

H •
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Iaying aside his pipe and staring 
blankly across his desk, Garri-

I son talks about his involvement in 
the assassination investigation in the two 
years since he left office.

“I've been so busy trying to earn a 
living titK-e I ccKMxi being district at
torney, that I've found 1 haven't had 
time to do much investigating. So I guess 
the government knew what it was doing 
when it arrested me and helped me lose 
the election and put me in law practice, 
because I haven't had the time to devote 
to the investigation that 1 would like to.

"But I have learned, thanks to Victor 
Marchetti, that Shaw and Ferrie were 
both CIA employees, which means that 
we were not wrong with regard to the 
trial of Shaw. It just means that we

ip^M<jfe^
;Ubh$lh$it^^^ a

-abiut't^ |
wild/If I had . tlme,1’ rd/ari^ a
Ttwbuld’be'call^^
L^tOutln: TM'&M$$^^ |
^ Relighting his pipe end pushing^back S 
‘ hls^chs^.^/Gari^ «
Whether there can be 'ahy/dquty^^ w 
mfnds of “intelligent” congressrhen-and 1 
senaton/tha  ̂ 3
bbmmunlty^vas Involved^ 1
ilhatiohbpf John'Kennedy^^ 1 
not belieye^Congress wilt fully^orplbre a 
the assassination for. fearofuncoverihg 1 
more than it could nandl^f^^ | 

think; Confess/has; shqw^^ 1 
courage than I thought they ^^^ |
don't believe they have that much ebur- i 
age^ he explains. T don't belie ve people | 
in responsible positions in the govern-’ J 
ment will allow the full story to come 
out, because there. will be aU sorts of 
rationalizations; that it will not be good 
for the country or the people to know, J 
etc. ,

simply ^d. nothave/asoneofthe Jurors 
told someone who^questibhed him'after- 
wafds^<&dugh’pr^ 
die Jurors’fel^ 
our,havingfl&tabli&edj^^ 
they just found there wasn’t^ errou^ 
tive. But if we’d been; able to shqw'that 
Shaw and Ferric were; members of the 
intelligence.community;*it/would have 
made all the difference in the world.1 But 
the goyeramenticoncealed? information 
from us.!/;;/|^^^
//The other significant thing that I’ve 
learned that I didn’t appreciate the full
ness of and so didn’t make public then; 
was the involvement of Shaw in the Ita
lian intelligence ’ organization/Centro 
Mondiale Commerciale.And the final 
point is that the CIA was involved, not 
at the topmost level; but at theI upper 
middle level, in the murder‘of John 
Kennedy. And I'm still saying the same. 
thing, so what mate can I add, exceptto 
to say that some outside additional proof 
has finally begun to surface, although 
very slowly." ■ / TT'"k/'^

The main difference recent revela
tions about the CIA and FBI have made 
in Garrison's credibility, he says, is in 
the number of Americans now willing to 
believe his assassination theory.

“I think that’s why CBS, for example, 
after going through its routine of ’How 
fast could Oswald shoot? Fast enough,* 
unexpectedly, on the last night, said 
there ought to be a congressional investi
gation. That’s like saying, ’Everything’s 
okay. We think everything’s fine. We’ve 
looked into it and it’s fine,’ then Calling 
for a congressional investigation. 
They’re protecting themselves, hedging 
their bet. And they know that the last 
poll taken indicates somewhere around 
80 per cent of the American people now 
question the Warren Commission’s find
ings- ;

“So 1 think there have been things that 
have developed since our investigation, 
particularly the fact that the CIA has 
finally had to admit, in the year 1975, 
that it's been in the assassination busi - 
ness. Just as I said it was nine years ago. 
They finally had to admit it was en
gaged in domestic activity in the United 
States, as I said it was nine vears ago. 
Now, all you have to do is to gvi the peo
ple in Dallas—that’s a very fertile 
area —lu Illuminate with u searchlight 
the federal intelligence community in 
Dallas, then you’d have an interesting 
situation. $

“Look at the evidence. Oswald was 
never alone in Dallas. The man;' they 
called the lonely wanderer, the ininen- 
ant drifter, was never alone. He; was 
always surrounded by people in the in
telligence community. If the right news 
instrumentality wanted to develop it, 
they could do a very interesting article 
about the iniclliccnr-r snrtnl ctretn i.>
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"However, I do think more will be 
brought out now that has been. It may 
be that they'll sacrifice an agency or an ■ 
individual—-such as [J. Edgar] Hoover. 
There may even be an admission that 
others were Involved, but that they 
failed to look extensively at the time and 
now it’s too late to find out the truth, or 
some substitute fiction. I'm sure the fall
back positions are being prepared to 
feed the American public. Based on my 
experiences with the federal govern
ment, I do not believe it will ever come 
to grips with the truth in this matter. I 
think it has too much of an interest in 
the official lie." ; -

Garrison even adheres strictly to his. 
original theory about the motive for- 
Kennedy's assassination. ’ 1 " ' ^”^>

“I think the motives were so obvious. I 
Just don’t understand why more people 
can’t see It and why it's taken so long for 
most of the press to see what Kennedy 
was doing. In fact, there was a con
certed effort on the part of the intelli
gence establishment to confuse those 
motives and make Kennedy look like a 
warmonger. But there's evidence to 
show that the Vietnam War would 
never occurred if he hadn't been killed.

"He was in the process of bringing 
back the advisors that had been sent 
over there. He had ordered the first 
lliuusuiiu back by December, 11)63, but 
those were the first orders counter
manded after his death. He'd an
nounced in June, 1963 that we'd be out 
that we’d be out of Vietnam by 1965. It's 
a matter of historical record that has 
only been rebutted by genet C state
ments by freelance writers who were 
trying to make it look like he brought us 
to Vietnam.
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The key to the motive factor. Garrison
explains, is the Cuban

: factor, Garrison 
Missile Crisis. |



Invade Cuba at the time of the ‘missile 
crisisis,nratysigntficaht&h^ 
in drdertpuhderstand how- significant it L^tiie4|»t^ayjd^ 

^W^^^^V^ 
; jpaj^a;*chrpno!pgical&,!^ 
SKeh^y’s cbnfli&?withr som^^ 

of the executive branch,which were very 
powetfM—insomew’a^/alotmore 
powerful than he was^- and put beside 
it the time correlation of the activities of

elements of^the agency'that?sensed It; 
Abut sat Back and did nothing

It happened, it was ratified by the,e^l^ 
agency because the agency did hot .want, 
it,known that agency elements were in-/ 
volved^Thats /yvhy^it*; did^eyerything 
jwssible to help'Shawydurihg; the?trial; 
here! The murder,of John Kennedy was 
ratified by/Athelentire'^ 
government and by important segments 
,of S the^Amerlcahif'comm

; same reason.-And that was the function 
of the Warren Commission: to ratify the 
murder of John Kennedy. It was ratified 
by the CIA as a policy, That was an 
agency policy. But the murder Itself was 
not a policy of the agency.Tj&W^^  ̂
.^SV'" -

^“And to get an even better picture of 
it;’ keep in mind that ?Lee; Harvey Os
wald Is a demonstrably ■ low-level. intel
ligence employee- of the? government. 
That's why the FBI had. an awful, time 
with this hot potato ini its' hands; .The 
CIA obviously farmed him out for a 
while and let him be used by the bureau 
while he was in Dallas. The correlation 
in time Is significant because of the date 
when two men of intelligence and quasi
military character went to Dallas from 
Ft. Worth to see Oswald and talk to him 
about coming to Dallas. In other words, 
that was the beginning of things. Things 
were going into motion.;;^44‘:?4:'-S'

Garrison talks about Three Days of 
{’ the Condor as one of a number 
’ of books which have gradually 

prepared the American public, for an 
understanding of intelligence opera-"Whether these particular Individuals 

knew the long-range objective is second
ary; things were going into motion. 
When were things going into motion? 
When was Oswald taken from Ft. 
Worth, where he was being trained as 
an expert photographer in a classified 
job? In October of 1962. When was the 
Cuban Missile: Crisis? In October of 
1962. You'll find these movements of 
bringing Oswald out of his training as an 
expert photographer, back into the role 
of the drifting loner, predated by a few 
weeks what had become publicly known 
about the Cuban Missile Crisis. That 
was because they were learning things 
quickly in Washington. So as soon as it 
became apparent that Kennedy was not 
going »o give way, we see the first steps 
being taken toward what later became 
the assassination. The conditioning of 
the scapegoat began almost at once. 
What was obviously a long-range pro
ject began almost immediately, coin- 
c’ding with the Cuban Missile Crisis.”

What Garrison says is that it was not a 
policy decision of the CIA to kill John 
Kennedy, but (hat some select groups 
within the agency plotted and carried 
out.the assassination and the agency was 
forced to cover the tracks of those in
volved. a thesis which runs perilously 
close to the plot of Three Days of the 
Condor.

“I've always emphasized it was not 
the agency," he says. "These were 
powerful elements within the agency. 
There were strong elements of the 
agency thui wee active at essentially the 
tactical livel in doing this. But the job 
control shows that it went a little above 
the tactical level and lakes you into the 
the domestic operations division. I think 
it's reasonable to assume, in view of the | 
history <*f it. that there w^-' powerful

;< “1 think Condor and other books like 
it were understandable and believable to 
Europeans and Englishmen well before 
this because that's the way it ,has been 
ever there. That's the espionage game. 
It's the coldest of |al) games. I think the 
American public became adjusted to it 
somewhat, fictionally at least, by books 
like Le Carre's The Spy Who Came In 
From The Cold, in which the organi
zation used him. They began to learn 
that fictionally and used that to adjust. 
And the developments of the last year or 
two have made it possibly for them to 
adjust more quickly to Three Days of the 
Condor, which is based on the concept 
of reality that they will not hesitate to 
sacrifice anybody who gets in the way(, 
whether it’s an employee or whoever. ■

"But the understanding that the 
United States government has reached 
the point where it engages in such liter
ally inhuman, much less democratic, ac
tivity is just beginning to penetrate the 
awareness of the [American people. It 
will penetrate last of all the awareness of 
the American media, because they have 
more to lose. The public, to rephrase it, 
doesn't have a great deal to lose by 
understanding what's made available to 
them. But the media has a great deal to 
lose by just making too much available. 
Then, of course, there's always the ex
ception and there is competition, and 
maybe in the final analysis, that may be 
the reason the media is finally, steadily, 
bringing that out. Mow maybe the 
media will pleasantly surprise me. I 
don’t know.”

Garrison is not a man to concern him-, 
self with the ability of the American 
public to cope with the thought tint its

tions.

■^Not only can they accept Jt^^ 
sons;‘^but it will be the. healthiest-^hing^ 

;fof the country. I think its theoh^ 
sible apprqwh;to'take£^ 
be brought;pu£befqre3  ̂
Ibelrigatdemocracy  ̂
’thew^murderi^Th^ 
government's involverii’eht^start^ 
being top idealistic and it.topkjnw^ 
to recover fronithe shock tha^Kw^ 
government- itself; blocking’^ 

The least#^®!^
.4 And he has no' patience'wi  ̂
who maintain that the American .intelli^B‘ 
gence apparatus, such as ^ 
kept intact to protect the United iStat^W; 
from others; like the Russians, wlioJiaveW 
the KCB.j4,,^4^
^"IF wc are going to be a democracy, 
Garrison argues, his voice/wavering’^; 
“then we have to be a democracy cbm-i^' 
pletely. And a democracy doesn't - have^ 
agencies that are Ip the business of mur-&| 
der. The minute we have one agency^ 
that's in the business of murdering one ^ 
man, we cease to be democracy. Vye re-4/ 
sume being a democracy after .we’ve^H' 
stopped covering it up. We have to take4& 
certain strategic losses in that case/but^ 
they’re losses we have to take in a xaKa®? 
culatcd gamble on democracy. * 4'^^*^

"First of all. there’s no reason w e can’t 1$’ 
have an effective intelligence gathering /* 
machinery. We don't have to, have ,4 
operations, though. Most of our opera-^g 
tions are garbage anyway and accom-^ 
plish nothing. And in the final analysis,44 
all of our cj erations and the terrific^ 
reputation that the CIA has given this 
country has hurt the country more Ihaii ^ 
anything I can think of. It's caused us to 
be hated all over the w orld, particularly 
in South America and Southeast Asia, 
where they know Vietnam was essential
ly a CiA-initiatcd war. It's cost us a 
price in losses that we may never be able 
to pay. So in the final analysis, opera
tions intelligence isn't as much a gain as 
it is a loss. And a true democracy should 
not want or have intelligence opera
tions, because intelligence ujserations in
evitably end in .nurder and inevitably 
result, as well, in the murder of country
men in a democracy.

“The CIA should be concerned with >, 
nothing but. correlating Intelligence," . 
says Garrison, laying aside his pipe 
again. “That's all it was created for. But 
it got into the business of murder and the 
business of domestic murder and the 
murder of John Kennedy and we're still' 
trying to find out who we are. Because; 
that was the ultimate corruption of the' 
democratic system. In fact, it was so 
ultimate, there may not be any way to 
bring that type of corruption into the




