





g 1 the soot-stained facade of an old

o brick building in one of the seed-

iest parts of downtown New Og-
leans, ‘scrawled ‘in a barely legible but.
firm hand, stands the plaintive query: |-
“Who killed Cock Robin?” Inside, in a
modest second.floor office that he
shares with a fellow attorney, Is the in-
domitable Investigator who has been
claiming for nine years now to. have
solved that riddle —former Orleans Par-
ish District Attorney Jim Garrtson, - ¢

Jim Garrison is the man no one want-
ed to believe.” The  crusading lawyer
turned shady D.A, ‘The self-styled Poi-
rot reduced to Clouseau.. The standup
comic who overstepped the bounds of
good taste. Another clown In Louisiana’s
embarrassing political ¢ircus. .

It was seven years ago that “The Jolly
Green Giant,” as he was sneeringly call-
cd by the medis, was laughed Into near
obscurity with his unsuccessful trial of
Clay Shaw on charges of conspiring to
murder President John F. Kennedy. And
two years since the once-unbeatable
prosecutor had been driven from office:
by charges of bribery and income tax
evasion, charges of which he was even-
tually exonerated.

In those twe years, Garrison has prac--
tically vanished from the news scene,
becoming more reclusive and evasive
than ever, refusing interviews, as he
plunged -into his private law practice
and the business of earning a living after
more than 12 years of regular income as
a salaried district attorney.

His disappearance from public view,
broken last month by publication of his
first novel, Star SpangEd Contract (pre-
dictably, a fictitious account of the as-

sassination of a president by members of -

the federal Intelligence community), has
been effected despite the fact that for
two years in the late 1860s, Garrison
dominated headlines and innumerable
column inches of newsprint around the
world with his theory that Shaw, Os-
wald and a battalion of others, whom he

‘1 a book entitled A Heritage of Stene, in

clnlmed were all members of the federalA
intelligence community, conspired with
elements of the U.S; military-ind
complex to kill Kennedy. o

; If that didn't get enough chucklts. the -
motives he propounded for the assassina.
tion did: that the military and tertain:
elements of the *Central Intlligence
Agency were distraught by the young
president's policies toward Vietnam and
Cuba. His theory had It that Oswald,
Shaw and ap alrline pilot named Pavid
Ferrie were CIA operatives invobed in
the execution of Kennedy.

*Oswald, himself murdered by the
mysterious Dallas nightclub owner Jack
Ruby, -and Ferrie, who allegedly com-
mitted suicide at the height of the Gar-
rison investigation, were unavailabie for
prosecution. So Carrison proceeded to
tital with the lone ljving defendant in-
the assassination case, Shaw, After a.
bizarre two-year fight by Garrison to
bring him to trial, Shaw was acquitted
In March, 1969 by a jury that delibe-
rated less than an hour. And Garrison
was mocked. He conceded defeat, but a
year later réleased his.own version of the
assassination investization in the form of

which he claimed his case against Shaw
had been torpedoed by the  federal
government. The book was- generally:
dismissed as a product of G arxison s ob-
session with the case,

five D.A. was fighting federal charges of
bribery and income tax evasion in a case
Garrison called “as confused as a Chi-
nese laundry in a thunderstorm.” Claim-
ing he was as certain of acquittal as he
was that “King Kong likes big bananas,”
Carrison beat the rap. But the damage
to his reputation wags irreparable and
two months later he'lost his bid for re-
election. '

Following an unsuccessful campaign
for a seat on the Louisiana Supreme
Court, the Jolly Green Giant retired to

private law practice.

ustrial{r nick, ¢

| the CIA was forced to adm

‘the domestic affairs of other nati

iimpudent small: time: local  prosecutor
sullied the image -of the United: States

‘intrigue,.

Meanwhile, the strapping slx foot- |

the Nixon administratio 'eollap cd
der the weight of the Water;
dals; as the FBI ackno\\ledged
lngly. that it illegally tap
phones of Vietnam War

opened the mall of American’

ment in assassination attempts; do
espionage and surreptitious entry in 0.
the homes and private files of prominent’
Americans; and {llegal involvement’.
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« Yes, it was nine years ago’ that

governmem with lurid tales of political
murder, - and “cloakéand-
dagger explaits of the Ametican ntelli-
gence. community,-And now the'c
ens have come home to roost.. - 3
_Yet the man who first advanced the | §
notion that the government “of the|g
United States was involved in domestic
espionage, the influencing of foreign
‘elections and the murder of “undesit
able™ leaders at home and abroad has
been uncharactcnstically ‘silent,

n an interview with this reporter
I carlier this year, Garrison broke
B that self-imposed silence, claiming | B
It had been maintained first, becauisc of |
the unfair treatment he had received | B
from the niedia, and second, “because 1|
don't have time.” :
“One reason that I don't have time for | §&
Intervicws explaining the involvement of | &
the federal intelligence community in}r¥
the murder of Jack Kennedy,” he ex-
plains with frustration, *is that it’s so ob-
vious.” His frustration turns to con-
tempt. “It’s very much as if 1 were to get
into the habit of giving interviews to ex-
plain that the sun riscs in the east. It's

ohvionc that it ricec in the peer cnthnen'c 1 ®
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