104-10095-10291

3 9 NOV 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT : ROSELLI, Johnny

1. This memorandum is for information only,

2. In August 1960, Mr, Richard M. Bissell approached
Colonel Sheffield Edwards to determine if the Office of Security
had assets that may assist in a sensitive mission requiring
gangster-type action. The mission target was Fidel Castro.

3. Because of its extreme sensitivity, only a small group
was made privy to the project. The DCI was briefed and gave his
approval. Colonel J. C. King, Chief, WH I'ivision, was briefed,
but all details were deliberately concealed from any of the
JMWAYVE officials, Certain TSD and Commo personnel partici-
pated in the initial planning stages, but were not witting of the
‘purpose.of the mission,

4. Robert A. Maheu was contacted, briefed generally on
the project, and requested to ascertain if he could develop an.
entree into the gangster elements as the first step toward accom-
plishing the desired goal.

5. Mr. Maheu advised that he had met one Johnny Roselli
on several occasions while visiting Las Vegas. He oxnly knew
him casually through clients, but was given to understand that
he was a high-ranking member of the '"syndicate' and controlled
all of the ice-making rmachines on the Strip. Maheu reasoned
that, if Roselli was in fact a member of the clan, he undoubtedly
had connections leading into the Cuban gambling interests.
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10.. TSD was reque‘sted to produce six pills of high lethal
content, '

11. Joe delivered the pills to Orta. After several weeks
of reported attempts, Orta apparently got cold feet and asked out
of the assignment. He suggested another candidate who made
several attempts without success. ’

12, Joe then indicated that Dr. Anthony Verona, one of the
principal officers in the Cuban Exile Junta, had become disaffected
with the apparent ineffectual progress of the Junta and was willing
to handle the mission through his own resources.

13. He asked, as a prereqguisite to the deal, that he be
given $10, 000 for organizational expenses and requested $1, 000
worth of communications equipment.

14, Dr. Verona's potential was never fully exploited, as
the project was canceled shortly after the Bay of Pigs episode.
Verona was advised that the offer was withdrawn, and the pills
were retrieved, '

15, Of'sigr.xificant interest was an incident which involved
‘a request levied by Sam upon Maheu,

At the height of the project negotiations, Sam
expressed concern about his girlfriend, Phyllis McGuire,
who he learned was getting much attention from Dan
Rowan while both were booked at a Las Vegas night club.
Sam asked Maheu torput a bug in Rowan's room to deter-
mine the extent of his intimacy with Miss McGuire, The
technician involved in the assignment was discovered in
the process, arrested, and taken to the Sheriff's office
for questioning. He called Maheu and informed him that
he had been detained by the police. This call was made
in the presence of the Sheriff's personnel. ‘

Subsequently, the Department of Justice an-

nounced its intention to prosecute Maheu along with
the technician. On 7 February 1962, the Director of
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~ _  any publicity as it affected him personally should Roselli decide
to tell all. He stated he would advise us promptly of any develop-
ments that he may become aware of in this matter.

Howard J. Osborn
Director of Security
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