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ATTENTION

SUBJECT

. CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEN. / 
Washington, D.C. 20505

11 December 1973

FOR: Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

: Mr. William A. Branigan

: Conference of the Committee to Investigate 
Assassinations, Report on Proceedings

”23 November 1973 I?'VC,

1. Herewith a report containing partial coverage on the 
events during the first session of the Committee to Investigate 
Assassinations, together with material (which is overt) made 
available on the floor of the conference.

^ 2. We would be interested in anything you develop on any
of the other sessions of the conference.

t FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS:



SUBJECT: Conference of the Committee to Investigate Assassinations,
Report on Proceedings 23 November 1973

1. The Committee to Investigate Assassinations claim.s to 
have been established in 1969. The headquarters are in Washington, D. C 
(at 1520 16th Street, N. W. ), In the four years of its existence the 
Committee has done research and has become a kind of clearing 
house for the study of assassinations. It maintains contact with 
other groups engaged in similar activity, of which there seem to be 
at least two, one of which is located in the Boston area.

2. In addition to research, the Committee acts to help 
individuals interested in the investigation of assassinations. It thus 
files suits for private persons demanding access to classified 
information. It sponsors the publication of books and articles 
relating to the field of its interest, and sponsors the production of 
movies. It publishes a newsletter.

3, The conference of November 23-24, 1973, is the first of 
its type to be held by the Committee. The Georgetown University 
was helpful by placing Gaston Hall at the disposal of the Committee 
free of charge. By agreement with the University, the Committee: 
wall also be able to use the services of the University Library as a 
repository and research center.

4. The Conference opened on November 23, 1973, with a delay 
of about half an hour. The delay may have been due to the installation 
of recording equipment which literally covered the premises with a 
tangle of wires of every kind. The Washington Post reports an 
attendance exceeding 300. This is a generous estimate. After 
deducting official speakers, recording personnel, and press 
representatives, the<audience probably numbered no more, than 150, 
if that many.



5. Beards and long hair prevailed, and others stood out like a 
sore thumb. There was not a single Negro in the audience, nor, that 
morning, on the platform. Even the speaker who spoke on the case 
of Martin Luther King was white.

6. Not all the speakers preannounced were present. The 
chairman announced the absence of Richard Sprague. Another 
speaker, a lawyer from Los Angeles whose name was drowned 
out in the noise, was also absent. They were replaced by Dr, Robert 
Forman and someone whose name sounded like "Ed Kirkley".

7. The chairman announced that all the speeches would be 
tape recorded for subsequent publication. He further invited the 
audience to attend movies to be shown that night. One of these, 
"Burn", was to be shown at the University. Others by prearrangement 
would be shown at local movie theaters. The latter were connected 
with the Kennedy assassination. The case of the President’s murder 
vzas in the center of the conference and, as noted by one of the 
organizers (Smith), one half of the speakers were to center their 
attention upon the Oswald’ case.. • .

8. The chairman adhered strictly to. the program and every 
speaker mentioned in the program for the morning session, of 
November 23 spoke as specified. Of those who spoke, Norman 
Mailer, Robert P. Smith and Ronald Van Doren deserve particular 
attention. Their speeches in summary are reviewed below.

9. A table at the back of the audience presented recommended 
literature. The books included H. Weissberg's Whitewash and 
Peter Noyes’ Legacy of Doubt. For some reason there was a copy 
of one paper only, that of George O'Toole's "Assassination Tapes". 
There vzas also a bibliography of political assassination; the foreword 
to wlii ch lists the- persons most actively collaborating with’the 
Committee,
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November, 1973 issue of Computers ana Automation which is to 
be renamed, starting January 1, 1974, Computers and People. 
The publication of articles such as "Nixon and the Mafia" which 
concludes that Richard M. Nixon seems to be the embodiment of 
a prediction that organized crime would someday put its own man 
in the White House, seems somewhat curious in a magazine devoted 
to the profession of data processing and the use of computers. . 
The magazine was established in 1951 by Berkeley Enterprises in 
Massachusetts. Alger Hiss is among its contributors and an 
abundance of articles by Richard Sprague on the subject of Watergate 
published in the past year. .

11. Another organization which received publicity at the 
Conference was The Committee for Action/Research on the 
Intelligence Community (CARIC).

12. A representative of Computers and Automation handed out 
this publication free of charge to members of the audience. He took 
notes with fantastic speed and apparent-accuracy of everything said 
during the proceedings. . .

13 . . The lights gave out at one point and did not come on again 
during the morning session. The absence of current may have 
affected the tape recording. .

14. The morning session, due to close at 12:30, ended after 
1:30 p. m. By this time the audience was impatient to have lunch, 
and the resumption of the proceedings was therefore postponed to a 
later hour. • ■

15. No document of any kind was issued to the persons who 
paid $15, 00 to enter. Instead their hand was stamped with the name 
of the organization which gave them access to all further meetings 
that day and the next {the members of the audience were apparently 
not supposed to -wash their hands during this time). Names were 
taken down, but no questions asked other than one's initial. No 
information on address, occupation, etc..was required.-



16. Speech ^Ll'?™'11’-^^ ™"' This was beyond a doubt, the 
most striking presentation during the Friday morning session, 
Mailer spoke briefly and left the conference shortly after the speech.

17, Mailer said that political intelligence as a subject was as 
powerful as ’’peace". Interest in assassination is obsessive. The 
obsession arises from the fact that a solution to the problem is not 
found, and attention is constantly drawn back to the unanswerable 
question. .

18. He said that we have here the most powerful nation in the 
world which cannot come to grips with a question which seems as 
amazingly simple as the Kennedy assassination. The result has 
been that this nation has decided to shut down investigation and has 
thus alienated itself from its own history. This alienation has 
brought apathy, a trait noticeable in the reaction to investigations 
which bring no wide response. '

19. A nation which rejects its own history is on the path to a 
totalitarian regime. Facts, ’meanwhile, have a peculiar ability to 
change when they are investigated, and investigators must therefore 
rely upon hypothesis. The history of the last ten years has been 
made unendurable by the abundance of hypotheses. They range 
from the opinion that an assassination is an accident lacking any 
particular sequence to the hypothesis that secret police forces are 
engaging in a world conspiracy. •

20. The present conference must help us to learn whether 
there are possibilities, and what possibilities exist, to solve these 
questions. ■ ■

21* Speech by Robert P. Smith. Mr. Smith was described as 
the director of research of the Committee, but he seems to be one
of the major motive forces in this organization.

22. Mr. Smith pointed out that he had spent the last three years 
studying the Kennedy case. Much research had been done, but 
nothing had changed, so far as practical action was concerned, in 
the last nine years.
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27. Speech by Ronald Van Doren. Mr. Van Doren seems to be a 
follower of Governor Wallace, He began by commenting on the sad 
8;tuation in a. country with a judiciary where individuals have to make 
conjectures regarding a case as obvious as that of Bremer. There is 
no doubt that Bremer pulled the trigger. But one should examine the 
political situation at the time of his action. Wallace was by far the 
leading candidate in the election campaign, a threat to other candidates, 
and he was winning the nomination. He represented a challenge to 
both parties.. Nothing he said could be interpreted as racist, and in 
the economic sense he carried v/ide appeal. The question which faced 
the other candidates was how he could be stopped from disrupting the 
two parties and from preventing the re-election of the President. 
History wdll show how he was stopped and why this occurred.

28. The case in defense of Wallace's civil rights was quietly- 
dropped. No proper investigation was conducted. As usual in 
assassination cases there was a diary. It showed that Bremer was 
acting alone and was deranged. Read as a piece of literature, the 
diary presents Bremer as a non-per son, an illiterate unable to spell. 
There is nothing regarding the people he worked with. Meanwhile, if 
one examines Bremer's background, he appears an entirely different 
person. Why did he travel repeatedly to Ottawa? How did he manage 
to carry guns on planes? What was he doing in New York? 'Why was 
he in Washington? And where did he get his funds? The apartment 
he rented exceeds his annual income. His mother could not afford ■ 
to visit him in prison, yet he dressed well. With whom was he 
involved?

29. All this should be looked into. Watergate brought the 
electoral campaign to the fore. Why has discussion of the Bremer 
shooting been excluded from the investigation? Bremer was a part 
of the 1972 campaign, yet there is no mention of Wallace or'of 
Bremer. Two years from now Wallace will be back,

30. Speech by Ms. Meredith Rode. Ms. Rode was very brief. 
She said she became interested in the killing of George Lincoln Rockwell 
in 1970, and that .the case was built on circumstantial evidence exclusively. 
The case is still open, for the police believe that there was an accomplice. 
No funds are available for defense. . '
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73, Although the National Archives are the repository for the 
Venedy assassination documents, the FBI and the CIA are 
responsible for restricting research. Much of the 300 cubic feet 
of documents have been printed, a reclassification in 1971 has 
released 3, 000 pages, and the CIA later released more, but none of 
the material released has created any sensation. The Freedom 
of Information Act is not as liberal on assassination material as on 
other matters. Some material was not even turned over to the 
Warren Commission, The FBI and the Justice Department are alone 
in knowing the results of some tests.

24. In the non-governmental area, much has been published, 
and the book by Peter Noyes must be singled out particularly.

25. Speech by Mr. Robert Hanson. Mr. Hanson has become 
the counsel for Sirhan Sirhan. He studied to become an engineer 
and then shifted to law. (To judge from the number of cases which 
he says he has lost, he should have remained an engineer instead of 
becoming an attorney. )

Mr. Hanson said that the Sirhan case is pretty hopeless. 
The trial vzas based on a 100 per cent belief.in Sirhan's guilt. 
Therefore important witnesses were not called, and no attention 
was paid to ballistics. Scientific study, however, indicates that 
Sirhan Sirhan may not even have been the person who committed 
the crime. But even if it is proved that his gun did not kill 
Robert Kennedy, this discovery may have no influence upon Sirhan's 
case. California officials have no desire to reopen the case and 
funds to handle the proceedings are lacking. A book by Tiger on 
the case is worthy of note. Tiger claims that Sirhan Sirhan was 
acting under hypnotic influence.

26. SE®£Sh 2?X_j£ai^^ Mr. Lesar, who spo^conthe
Martin Luther King assassination, declared that Ray was innocent, 
and that the FBI and the Justice Department were responsible for 
vzrongly solving the crime. Ray was framed by conspirators. The 
persons presently involved in Watergate played a role in the Ray 
case investigation. No private agency - only a government agency - 
can solve the Ray case. All depends on whether the judiciary acts 
honestly or with political consideration in mind. As it stands today, 
we see Ray's rights having been abominably violated; we see lawyers 
who did not do their job; and we see nothing approaching an open 
hearing.



31. There was also a speech by Robert Salzman who was 
j -p-winded and technical. No useful coverage available.

3Z. Copies of materials which were .available at the Conference 
arc attached.

■A” American Political Assassinations: A Bibliography
of Works Published 1963-1970 Related to the Assassination 
of John F. Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Robert F.

■ Kennedy. Compiled by The Committee to Investigate 
’Assassinations, Washington, D. C. , 1973. .

B. ’’Decade of Assassinations -- 1963-1973". Committee 
to Investigate Assassinations, 1973.

C. "Don’t Read This Out Loud!" Intelligence Report. 
The Committee for Action Research on the Intelligence 
Community (CARIC).

D. Announcement. The announcement states that 
■ Senator John Stennis will begin hearings on his 

Bill to amend the National Security Act, in regard 
to the clarification of the authority of the CIA.

E. Assassination Tapes by George O'Toole. 
Published by Penthouse International Ltd. , 1973.

^’ Computers and Automation (Computers and People), 
November, 1973, Volume 22, No 11.

7
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ANNOUNCEMENT ..

Senator John Stennis, Chairman of the Armed 

Services Committee, will begin hearings early in the 

New Year on his Sill No. S.2597 -~ to amend the National 

Security Act -- in regard to clarification of the 

authority of the CIA.

The bill recently introduced by Senator Stennis 

resulted in part from correspondence with Senator Edmund - 

Muskie, Chairman of the Senate Disarmament Subcommittee, r ■

To some degree, these hearings were inspired by the

Watergate developments. . « 1

People with knowledge in the areas which might 

be fruitful for investigation should be in touch with 

Senator Stennis’ Committee. For further information, 

contact the Task Force For A Nuclear Test Ban,. Betty Lail 
x 

and Jo Pomerance, Co-Chairmen, care of the Project on 

Budget Priorities, 1620 Eye Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 

20006. • ‘



/ o PUBLICATIONS '

CARLI pushes a bi-weekly INTELLIGENCE REPORT and a 
usiuriy naiml COUNTER-SPY featuring various articles examining 

’he piuc.urcs rmd operations of U.S. lnicliigor.ee, In addition, CARIC 
. ub ishes occision.il pamphlets on various concepts in the craft of 
ita ligenaa. CARIC also provides reprints of selected articles on 
nte liger ce which have appeared in other publications.

CAR! S is f reparing a guide to U.S. Intelligence which will serve as a 
dlizir ar cess device to the hidden work! of government operations. Wc 
.ope that an\ controversy raised by this guide or any other CARIC 
xtb icatian will lead to public debate and resolution of the issues 
evolved, Our analysis is based in a firm belief that no human being 
.hoilcl be denied life, liberty or the pursuit of happiness by our 
,cvcrnment o’ its agents. CARIC publications aid the public effort to 
.nsu *o thu veneration of this concept by those in our government.

a IN-FROM-THE-COLD HEARINGS
CARIC wi I sponsor in-From-The-Cold Hearings featuring public 

testimony by individuals intimately involved with U.S. Intelligence. The 
hearings will locus on American intervention abroad, domestic 
.cprmiou in litis country and the effects of secrecy on the individuals' 
'ersK.aliry. Former 'intelligence workers and those who have been 
victimize.! by the intelligence community will publicly relate their 
part cipa ion in activities of our government which can no longer be 
ignored by good citizens.

■JOIN THE 'COUNTER-SPY

TEAM
Join with us in our effort to end "illegal, unconstitutional 

and gross acts” by our government. CARIC is entirely 
supported by donations from American, citizens. Donate and 
become a sponsoring member of the Committee for 
Action/Rcsearch on the Intelligence Community. Sponsoring 
members receive our bi-weekly INTELLIGENCE REPORT 
and our quarterly COUNTER-SPY as well as additional 
information on government operations. CARIC actively seeks 
the advice and viewpoints of all sponsoring members in our 
activities. Write to CARIC, Box 647, Ben Franklin Station, 
Washington, D.C. 20044, or call (202) 785-8330.

■ With your support we can prevent the visions of George 
Orwell in 1984 from becoming an American reality.

. STOP THE SPYING

. - . . STOP TECHNO FASCISM

MuuwAuar^<AXwziv»*4MMraAxuuuienu3roe80»aj>iM^^

„&mta»wjws»eiattm6RSM£fflBM®ra&fta»fl*caBa®aE3!»frMBsas«jMacaiUHJWaBwi a

J CARIC A »
J Cox C67 ‘
J Con Franklin Station 
t Washington, D.C. 20044 I
I r
j I wish to sponsor the efforts of CARIC. j 
। Picasa find enclosed my donation of $ $

I I wish only to subscribe to the INTELLIGENCE I 
1 report's and to COUNTER-SPY ($6/individual, £
J JlO/orgnnization) j

| «^------------------------ ----------------------------- J
I ADDRESS 1s j

I---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1
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! he headlines in Ahorse™ newspapers have, for years told o' Army • 
sw- dUnce of civilians, U.S. spy planes being shot down over other 
Celtics,'attempted coups and intrigue initiated by the‘CIA and 
uno-‘rained FBI wiretapping. We all knew that Big Brother is ' 
w.-Jiing, hut no one in our government has talon the time to explain 
iWm is being spied upon, and K-Apweare being watched. Too often, wo

• Am-rican citizens don't oven know who Big Brother/s.

‘n 1955, President'Eisenhower accepted the report of the Hoover 
I Commission on U.S}, Intelligence. Among other recommendations, the 
i Commission emphasized the need for two "watchdog" committees on 
; ir,: Nag-nee within the executive and legislative branches of 
; gm- nment.'Although a Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board (FIAB) 
j w.';. •sttblHhed to serve the President, Congress by an overwhelming 
t ir- :ity has refused to establish a committee within the legislative 
' I*. ■ - h. Mow, in the midst of the Watergate scandals, there is some ■ 
■ trr .-ment within Congress to establish cornnittecs on the separate 
> irmHigencc agencies. The result will ba divided oversight with no 
; ir-mance that Congress will he able to stop illegal and unjustified 

M1' - g. With Congress abrogating its responsibilities, there is no agency 
nl -mvcrnmnnt, directly responsible to the public, monitoring'i the 
Un txl States Intelligence Community.

Now former intelligence workers and concerned citizens have 
fm ;ed a national association to provide the vita' information an aware r 
p-!.|:c needs to know about government operations. The Committee for 
A’/ion/Rcsc.irch on the Intelligence Community (CARIC) is an 
in !-pendent ''watchdog” on the government spy apparatus. CARIC, 
sp x“>ored entirely by donations from American citizens, serves as an , 
a"-..-native source o' analysis and information on the practices,, 
ccrriization and objectives of U.S. Intelligence. What clandestine ’ . 
upvations are being carried out in the name of America? Is the CIA 
r ’:'.;iri:;g to entangle us in another war simitar to the Indochina War? 
W-ai information is going into Federal, State, local and private data 
b-ui.? mi innocent American citizens? Is the FBI becoming a "secret 
pr h-x force?" Whose phones are tapped in America? These are some of 
tl" nuctuions CARIC is answering.

CARIC knows that all conscientious Americans are closely watching 
t:- events that hove unfolded since the arrests made at the Watergate- 
bi-riing. We share the hope nf most Amei leans that the illegal 
••>• ;■' mage practices that have now been exposed will no longer be a part 
'•' ■ T-i:rip;!n political life. Howw:’, the dismantling of one espionage

■ nr J lev;?- to one croup of politicians dees net insure that this abuse
. • will not bo ropcatc-J by future politick."is.

Who knows what future political espionage'will occur under the 
guise of so-called "national security" or loyalty to an edministration? 
Only time will tell, but through diligence and ycur help CARIC will 
anticipate and bring to your attention situations within the government 
that are likely to produce a new "Watergate."

Although CARIC does believe that a massive government spy 
apparatus is at work in the world, we hope to dispel some of the 
paranoia citizens naturally fee! when there is talk of spies and wiretaps. 
We know that the FBI does not have agents behind every.tree, but there 
arc agents in every major community in this country who have spied on 
innocent private and public citizens. Only a full and undisguised look 
into this hidden world can displace unwarranted fears, and guide the 
public effort to end this illegal and unjustified espionage. The secrecy 
with which the government surrounds itself must end. *

CARIC knows that tens of thousands of American citizens from all 
walks of life were mobilized over the past decade to Help bring an end 
to the government's war tn Indochina — a war that has taken new forms 
under the direction of U.S. Intelligence agencies. CARIC hopes that 
these same concerned citizens will continue to oppose the policies of 
our government which bring this new form of covert war. and the 
Watergate scandals. It is now time for thousands of Americans to 
mobilize to stop the spying as we stopped the dying. Please join us in 
our effort.

o INTELLIGENCE DOCUMENTATION CENTER (!f?C
CARIC is continuously collecting information on mtcllircnc 

variety of sources including official government -u.A-litrJi 
documents, previous investigations, public account.; anr m 
conducted with hundreds of former intelligence and police age 
information forms the data-base of the Intc-lkgcnoe Donum 
Center maintained by CARIC. The IDC is a library cf inform; 
U.S. Intelligence available upon request to journalists, < 
researchers and members of CARIC.

THE COMMITTEE FOR ACTION/RESEARCH 
ON THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY (CARIC)

© SPEAKERS BUREAU AND WORKSHOPS
CARIC maintains a listing of members available; to 'peak 

groups on a variety of subjects ranging from the foreign into 
programs of our government to the problems of criminal jostle 
country. Our speakers include former intelligence workers, 
agents and informers and others familiar with American inyiligo

CARIC will periodically conduct workshops fcr church, 
school or community organizations. Workshop topic: nciude:

• OPERATION PHOENIX — CIA assassination in Vietnam
’• SALEM HOUSE — Pr eparation for the coup in Camhodi j
« The CIA in Laos
• OPERATION BOULDER—An introduction to the ne <t A 

war
• Right-wing terrorism in America
• Federal Planning for civil disturbances: Riots and drmorrtraf 
• The Interna! Security apparatus and Watergate

INTELLIGENCE
REPORT

© CARIC ORGANIZATION
CARIC is organized to reflect the operating procedures of a typical 

intelligence organization. Our research process involves collecting 
information frdm a wijlc variety of sources both public and private. Our 
analysis is Ilie collective product of CARIC participants and eliminates 
any compartmentalization of knowledge. The information and our 
analysis is then disseminated through CARIC publications and separate 
works by CARIC participants. In addition, CARIC provides information 
to other journalists and qualified researchers.

a MULTI-MEDIA BRIEFING
CARIC will soon augment our workshops with « m«?: 

briefing on U.S. intelligence featuring films, video t-pcv nX-, 
recorded interviews. The exhibit wili dramatically ilk ■ ■ ■”■' 
as practiced by our government. Our hope is to crea- j-s 
realization by our audience of the concepts presented " ’^: h ps

The first element of the tr.ulthmcdia briefing is a x> ; - ■ 
the growth ol the interna! security apporutus of ou” •_;-'•• ”:•*.< 
demonstrating how this apparotus mfl;-"u:-'i: the T ' • ;■ r
The slide show wrminaias with sugg-M-o v. b*r umi ,■ ■ 
of the internal security apparent.



COME SHARE THE FINDINGS 
‘ OF THE NATION’S EXPERTS

AT A TWO DAY'CONFERENCE

'HE LAST THREE PRESIDENTIAL ‘ 
ELECTIONS HAVE BEEN • DECIDED BY - 

BULLETS:

1964 - result decided by the assassination of 
President John r. Kennedy

1968 - result decided by the assassination of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy i

1972 — result decided by the near-assassination of 
Governor George Wailace

• SPONSORED BY THE COMMITTEE TO 
i INVESTIGATE ASSASSINATIONS

TO BE HELD AT

GEORGETOWN 
• UNIVERSITY

GASTON HALL
VHAT is the evidence?

VHO fire the fatal shots?

VHY has there been such a concerted effort, • 
to withhold the facts?

VHO was really behind the assassinations? <

1 Nov, ‘23-24, 1973

COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE ASSASSINATIONS
1520 16th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. • (202) 232-1152

DECADE OF

ASSASSINATIONS'

X

• - 1963 - 1973

JOHN F. KENNEDY * SYLVANUS OLYMPIC *

ABDUL KARIM KASSEM • MEDGAR EVERS,®

“NGO" DINH DIEM « JIGME DOR’I ’ADIB AL •
SHISHAKLI * PIERRE NGENDANDUMWE •
HASSAN ALI MANSOUR• MALCOLM X * VIOLA . '/^

< LIUZZO ’MARIO MENDEZ MONTENEGRO ® SIR 
j ABUBAKAR SALEWA » J.T.V. IRONS! AGUIY1 * W

; HENDRIK VERWOERD • TRAN VAN VAN *
! GEORGE LINCOLN ROCKWELL’ CHE GUEVARA . ’ .'

» MARTIN LUTHER KING ® ROBERT F. T
KENNEDY ® EDUARDO MONDLANE ’ TOM |

‘ MBOYA • A.A. SHERMARKE • GEORGE ^

WALLACEoSALVADORE ALLENDE® ; .

' fe#O



taviiui; or assassinations 
' 1963-1973 .

PROGRAM

• FRIDAY - NOVEMBER 23

9:00 LATE REGISTRATION - '
• Early Registrants pick up passes. ' :

9:30 WELCOME:
Mr. Bernard Fenstcrwald, Jr., Executive 

Director, Committee to Investigate 
Assassinations

Mr. Norman Mailer, Author and Forwarder 
of The Fifth Estate

10:00 CURRENT STATUS OF PROMINENT
ASSASSINATION CASES:
JFK CASE - Mr. Robert P. Smith, Director 

of Research, Committee to Investigate 
Assassinations ,

RFK CASE - Mr. Robert Hanson, Attorney, 
present counsel for Sirhan Sirhan

KING CASE.- Mr. James Lcsar, Attorney,
. present counsel for James Earl Ray

• WALLACE CASE - Mr. Ronald Van Doren, .
: . Newsman, Author, researcher into the 

background of Arthur Bremer ■
ROCKWELL CASE - Ms. Meredith Rode,’ 

i Professor at Federal City College,
Authority in kiiling of George Lincoln.

' Rockwell .

.:30 UNIQUE INVESTIGATIVE TECHNIQUES:
. . Mr. William Turner, Moderator — Former 

FBI Agent, Author of numerous books 
on investigative techniques

. Mr. George O’Toole — Former Ci A Agent, 
Free-Lance Writer, expert on the PSE 
(Psychological Stress Evaluator)

Mr. Robert Saltzman — Computer Engineer, 
lecturer on the Warren Commission

■ Report * ,

FRIDAY - Continued

F 12:30 BREAK FOR LUNCH -.

• 2:00 MEDICAL AND PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:
: Mr. Josiah Thompson, Moderator —

Professor at Haverford Coliege, author of
■ Six Seconds in Dallas ’

' Dr. Cyril Wecht — Professor of Law -and
* Forensic Medicine at Duquesne 

University; Coroner of Pittsburgh, Pa.
Ms. Sylvia Meagher - Attorney, UN Official, 

author of Accessories After The Fact
• Mr. Roger Hanson — Attorney, counsel to 

Sirhan Sirhan •
Mr. Herbert MacDonncll — ...Professor of 

Criminalistics, Corning University; expert •
■ in case of Fred Hampton ■

Mr. Mark Lane — Attorney, author of Rush 
To Judgment and Executive Action
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8:30 WARREN COMMISSION REPORT: FACT 
OR FICTION

. A slide show and lecture by Mr. Robert 
Saltzman

SATURDAY - NOVEMBER 24

9:30 ASSASSINATIONS AND THE MEDIA: .
Mr. John Henry Faulk, Moderator — 

‘ . Humorist and Author of Fear On Trial
Mr. Robert Kaiser - Author of RFK Must

.. D,e
Mr. Donald Freed — Co-Author of Executive 

Action .
Mr. Harold Weisberg — Author of Frame Up

• Mr. Ted Charach — Author of Second Gun
Mr. Peter Noyes — Author of Legacy Of 

Doubt /
Mr. Fred Cook — Author of numerous books 

and articles.
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2:00 THEORIES OF CONSPIRACY:
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Dr. Richard Popkin, Professor al Washington 

University; author of The Second Oswald
Col. Fletcher Prouty - Former Liaison 

Officer between Pentagon and CIAl 
author of The Secret Teams

Mr. Robert K. Brown - Former Special
■ Services Officer; expert in attempts on 

life of Castro
Mr, Earl Gclz - Reporter for Dallas Morning 

News; expert on Organized Crimes
Mr. Victor Marchetti - Former CIA Agent; 

author
Mr. Peter Dale Scott - Professor at 

Berkeley; Author of The War Conspiracy

5:00 INDIVIDUAL WORKSHOPS WITH THE 
SPEAKERS - ■
Question and Answer Sessions
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'-...; CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEN, / 
Washington, D.C. 20505

11 December 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation

ATTENTION : Mr. William A. Branigan

SUBJECT : Conference of the Committee to Investigate
Assassinations, Report on Proceedings

i *’<iTT\fovdm 1973 j

1. Herewith a report containing partial coverage on the 
events during the first session of the Committee to Investigate , / 
Assassinations, together'with material (which is overt) made X^'’^'^
available on the floor of the conference. ^^

* 4®. ’ *

2. We would be interested in anything you develop an any 
of the other sessions of the conference.

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS:



Attachment to CIR-316/03107-7

SUBJECT: Conference of the Committee to Investigate Assassinations,
Report on Proceedings 23 November 1973

1. The Committee to Investigate Assassinations claims to 
have been established in 1969. The headquarters are in Washington, D. C. 
(at 1520 16th Str.eet, N. W. ). In the four years of its existence the 
Committee has done research and has become a kind of clearing 
house for the study of assassinations. It maintains contact with 
other groups engaged in similar activity, of which there seem to be 
at least two, one of which is located in the Boston area,

2. In addition to research, the Committee acts to help * 
individuals interested in the investigation of assassinations. It thus 
files suits for private persons demanding access to classified 
information. It sponsors the publication of books and articles 
relating to the field of its interest, and sponsors the production of 
movies. It publishes a newsletter.

3. The conference of November 23-24, 1973, ©is the first of 
its type to be held by the Committee. The Georgetown University 
was helpful by placing Gaston Hall at the disposal of the Committee 
free of charge. By agreement with the University, the Committee 
will also be able to use the services of the University Library as a 
repository and research center.

4. The Conference opened on November 23, 1973, with a delay 
of about half an hour. The delay may have been due to the installation 
of recording equipment which literally covered the premises with a 
tangle of wires of every kind. The Washing ton Pos t reports an 
attendance exceeding 300. This is a generous estimate. After . 
deducting official speakers, recording personnel, and press 
representatives, the audience probably numbered no more than 150, 
if that many.

putt TEXT COPY - DO NOT RELEA!



5, Beards and long hair prevailed, and others stood out like a 
sore thumb. There was not a single Negro in the audience, nor, that 
morning, on the platform. Even the speaker who spoke on the case 
of Martin .Luther King was white.

6, Not all the sneakers preannounced were present. The 
chairman announced the absence of Richard Sprague. Another 
speaker, a lawyer from Los Angeles whose name was drowned 
out in the noise, was also absent. They were replaced by Dr. Robert. 
Forman, and someone whose name sounded like "Ed Kirkley”.

V© The chairman announced that all the speeches would be
tape recorded for subsequent publication. He further invited the 
audience to attend movies to be shown that night. One of these, 
’’Burn", was to be shown at the University. Others by prearrangement 
would be shown at local movie theaters. The latter were connected 
with the Kennedy assassination. The case of the President's murder 
was in the center of the conference and, as noted by one of the 
organizers (Smith), one half of the speakers were to center their • 
attention upon the Oswald case, •

■ 8. The chairman adhered strictly to the program and every
speaker mentioned in the program for the morning session of 
November 23 spoke as specified. Of those who spokp, Norman 
Mailer, Robert P. Smith and Ronald Van Doren deserve particular 
attention. Their speeches in summary are reviewed below.

9. A table at the back of the audience presented recommended 
literature. The books included H. Weissberg’s Whitewash and 
Peter Noyes' Legacy of Doubt. For some reason there v/as a copy 
of one paper only, that of George O'Toole's "Assassination Tapes". ■ 
There was also a bibliography of political assassination; the foreword 
to which lists the persons most actively collaborating with the 
Committee. .

2



10. A publication circulated daring the conference was the 
November, 1973 issue of Computers and Autom?,tion which ’s ^° 
be renamed, starting January 1, 1974, Computers and People, 
The publication of articles such as "Nixon and the Mafia" which 
concludes that Richard M. Nixon seems to be the embodiment of 
a prediction that organized crime would someday put its own man 
in the White House, seems somewhat curious in a magazine devoted 
to the profession of data processing and the use of computers. 
The magazine was established in 1951 by Berkeley Enterprises in ■ 
Massachusetts. Alger Hiss is among its contributors and an 
abundance of articles by Prichard Sprague on the subject of Watergate 
published in the past year. •

11. Another organization which received publicity at the 
Conference was The Committee for Action/Re sear ch on the 
Intelligence Community (CARIC).

12. A representative of Computers and Automation handed out 
this publication free of charge to members of the audience. He took 
notes with fantastic speed and apparent accuracy of everything said 
during the proceedings. ’

* 13 . The lights gave out at one point and did not come on again 
during the morning session. The absence of currentamay.have 
affected the tape recording. ' .

14. The morning session, due to close at 12:30, ended after 
1:30 p. m. By this time the audience was impatient to have lunch, 
and the resumption of the proceedings was therefore postponed to a 
later hour. . •

15. No document of any kind was issued to the persons who 
paid $15. 00 to enter. Instead their hand was stamped with the name 
of the organization which gave them access to all further meetings 
that day and the next (the members of the audiench were apparently 
not supposed to wash their hands during this time). Names were 
taken down, but no questions asked other than one's initial. No 
information on address, occupation, etc. was required.
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16. Speech by Norman Mailer, This was beyond a doubt, the 
most striking presentation during the Friday morning session. 
Mailer spoke briefly and left the conference shortly after the speech,

17, Mailer said that political intelligence as a subject was as 
powerful as "peace". Interest in assassination is obsessive. The 
obsession arises from the fact that a solution to the problem is not 
found, and attention is constantly drawn back to the unanswerable 
question. .

18. He said that we have here the most powerful nation in the 
world which cannot come to grips with a question which seems as 
amazingly simple as the Kennedy assassination. The result has 
been that this nation has decided to shut down investigation and has 
thus alienated itself from its own history. This alienation has 
brought apathy, a trait noticeable in the reactionto investigations 
which bring no wide response. . ' - '

19. A nation which rejects its own history is on the path to a 
totalitarian regime. Facts, meanwhile, have a peculiar ability to 
change when they are investigated, and investigators must therefore 
rely upon hypothesis. The history of the last ten years has been . 
made unendurable by the abundance of hypotheses. They range 
from the opinion that an assassination is an accidentia eking any • 
particular sequence to the hypothesis that secret police forces are 
en8aS^ng in a world conspiracy. •’

20. The present conference must help us to learn whether 
there are possibilities, and what possibilities exist, to solve these 
questions. . •

21. Speech by Robert P. Smith. Mr, Smith was described as 
the director of research of the Committee, but he seems to be one ■ 
of the major motive forces in this organization.

22. Mr. Smith pointed out that he had spent the last three years 
studying the Kennedy case. Much research had been done, but 
nothing had changed, so far as practical action was concerned, in 
the last nine.years. .

4 -



27, Speech by Ronald Van Doren. Mr. Van Doren seems to be a 
follower of Governor Wallace. He began by commenting on the sad . 
situation in a country with a judiciary where individuals have to make 
conjectures regarding a case as obvious as that of Bremer. There in 
no doubt that Bremer pulled the trigger. But one should examine the 
political situation at the time of his action. Wallace was by far the 
leading candidate in the election campaign, a threat to other candidates, 
and he was winning the nomination. He represented a challenge to 
both parties. Nothing he said could be interpreted as racist; and in ■ 
the economic sense he carried wide appeal. The question which faced 
tlie other candidates was how he could be stopped from disrupting the 
two parties and from preventing the re-election of the President. 
History will show how he was stopped and why this occurred, .

28. The case in defense of Wallace's civil rights was quietly ‘ 
dropped. No proper investigation was conducted. As usual in 
assassination cases there was a diary. It showed that Bremer was * 
acting alone and was deranged. Read as a piece of literature, the 
diary presents Bremer as a non-person, an illiterate unable to spell. 
There is nothing regarding the people he worked with. Meanwhile, if 
one examines Bremer's background, he appears an entirely different 
person. Why did he.travel repeatedly to Ottawa? How did he manage 
to carry guns on planes? What vzas he doing in New York? Why was 
he in Washington? And where did he get his funds? The apartment 
he rented exceeds his annual income. His mother could not afford • 
to visit him in prison, yet he dressed well. With whom was he 
involved? . ’

29. All this should be looked into. Watergate brought the _
electoral campaign to the fore. Why has discussion of the Bremer 
shooting been excluded from the investigation? Bremer-was a part " 
of the 1972 campaign, yet there is no mention of l^allace or of - -
Bremer. Two years from now Wallace will be back. . '

^* Speech by Ms. Meredith Rode. Ms. Rode was very brief. 
She said she became interested in the killing of George Lincoln Rockwell 
in 1970, and that the case was built on circumstantial evidence exclusively. 
The case is still open, for the police believe that there vzas an accomplice. 
No funds are available for defense. ■ <
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23, Although the National Archives are the repository for the 
Kennedy assassination documents, the FBI and the CIA are 
responsible for restricting research. Much of the 300 cubic feet 
of documents have been printed, a reclassification, in 1971 has

■ released 3, 000 pages, and the CIA later released more, but none of 
the material released has created any sensation. The Freedom 
of Information Act is not as liberal on assassination material as on 
other matters. Some material was not even turned over to the 
Warren Commission, The FBI and the Justice Department are alone 
in knowing' the, results of some tests.

24, Tn the non-governmental area., much has been published, 
and the book by Peter Noyes must be singled out particularly.

25» Speech by Mr, Robert Hanson. Mr. Hanson has become 
the counsel for Sirhan Sirhan, He studied to become an engineer 
and then shifted to law. (To judge from the number of cases which 
he says he has lost, heshouldhave remained an engineer instead of 
becoming an attorney. ) ■

' Mr. Hanson said that the Sirhan case is pretty hopeless.
The trial was based on a 100 per cent belief in Sirhan's guilt. 
Therefore important witnesses were "not called, and^no attention ■ 
was paid to ballistics. Scientific study, however, indicates that 
Sirhan Sirhan may not even have been the person who committed 
the crime. But even if it is proved that his gun did not kill 
Robert Kennedy, this discovery may have no influence upon Sirhan's 
case. California officials have no desire to reopen the case and 
funds to handle the proceedings are lacking. A book by Tiger on 
the case is worthy of note. Tiger claims that Sirhan Sirhan was 
acting under hypnotic influence. ’ .

£&• Speech by James Lesar." Mr. Lesar, who spoke on the 
Martin Luther King assassination, declared that Ray v/as innocent, 
and that the FBI and the Justice Department were responsible for 
wrongly solving the crime. Ray was framed by conspirators. The 
persons presently involved in Watergate played a role in the Ray 
case investigation. No private agency - only a government agency - 
can solve the Ray case. All depends on whether the judiciary acts 
honestly or with political consideration in mind. As it stands today, 
v/e see Ray's rights having been abominably violated; we see lawyers 
who did not do their job; and we see nothing approaching an open 
hearing. . "



31. There was also a speech by Robert Salzman who was 
long-winded and technical. No useful coverage available.

32* Copies of materials which were available at the Conference 
are attached.

A. American Political Assassinations: A Bibliogranhv .
°* W°hks Published 1963-1970 Belated to the Assassination 
of John F. Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Robert F.

. ■ Kennedy. Compiled by The Committee to Investigate
' ‘Assassinations, Washington, D. C. , 1973.

E. "Decade of Assassinations -- 1963-1973”, Committee .
to Investigate Assassinations, 1973. •- ■

C. ’-Don't Read This Out Loud!” Intelligence Report.
The Committee for Action Research on the Intelligence

, Community (CARIC).

. D» Announcement. The announcement states that
' Senator John Stennis will begin hearings on his

‘ Bill to amend the National Security Act, in regard 
to the. clarification of the authority of the CIA. '

' E. Assassination Tapes by George O'Toole^ •
■ Published by Penthouse International Ltd. , 1973.

Ph. Computers and Automation (Computers and People), 
November, 1973, Volume 22, No 11.




