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G HISTORICAL REVIEW PROGRA
Y TREEASEINRULL: o5

MITMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intclligence

SURJECT : ROSFLLI, Johnny

1. This memorandum is for information only.

2. In August 1960, Mr. Richard M. Eissell approached
Colonel Sheffield Edwards to determine if the Office of Security
had assets that may assist in a sensitive miesion requiring
gangster-type action. The mission target was Fidel Castro.

3. Because of its extreme sensitivity, only a small group
was made privy to the project. The DCI was briefed and gave his
approval, Colonel J. C. King, Chief, WH I'ivision, was briefed,
but all details were deliberately concealed from any of the
JMWAVE officials. Certain TST and Commo personnel partici-
pated in the initial planning stages, but were not witting of the
purpose of the mission.

4. Robert A. Maheu was contacted, briefed generally on
~..the project, and requested to ascertain if he could develop an
entrce into the gangster elements as the first step toward accom-
% § plishing the desired goal."

S. Mr. Maheu advised that he had met one Johnny Roselli
on several occasions while visiting Las Vegas. He only knew
him casually through clients, but was given to understand that
he was a high-ranking member of the "'syndicate' and controlled
all of the ice-making machines on the Strip. Maheu reasoned

~ that, if Roselli was in fact a member of the clan, he undoubtedly
had connections leading into the Cuban gambling interests,
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6. Maheu was asked to approach Rocelli, who knew Nahcu
as a personal relations exccutive handling domestic and foreign
accounts, and tell him that he had recently been retained by a
client who represented several international business {irms
which were suffering heavy financial losses in Cuba as a result
of Castro's action. They were convinced that Castro's removal
was the anewer to their problem and were willing to pay a price
of $150, 000 for its successful accompliskn:ent. It was to be made
clear to Roselli that the U. S. Government was not, and should not,
become aware of this operation.

7. The pitch was made to Roselli on 14 September 1960 at

‘the Hilton Plaza Hotel, New York City., His initial reaction was
to avoid getting involved but, through Maheu's persuasion, he

agreed to introduce him to a friend, Sam Gold, who knew the
“"Cuban crowd.'" Roselli made it clear he did not want any money
for his part and believed Sam would feel the same way., Neither
of these individuals was ever paid out of Agency funds.

8. During the week of 25 September, Maheu was introduced

to Sam who was staying at the Fontainebleau Hotel, Miami Beach.

It was several weeks after his meeting with Sam and Joe, who was
identified to him as a courier operating between Havana and Miami,
that he saw photographs of both of these individuals in the Sunday
supplemental '"Parade.' They were identified as Momo Salvatore
Giancana and Santos Trafficant, respectively. Both were on the .

list of the Attorney General's ten most-wanted men. The former

was described as the Chicago chieftain of the Cosa Nostra and
successor to Al Capone, and the latter, the Cosa Nostra boss of
Cuban operations. Maheu called this office immediately upon as-
certaining this information.

9. In discussing the possible methods of accomplishing this
mission, Sam suggested that they not resort to firearms but, if
he could be furnished some type of potent pill, that could be
placed in Castro's food or drink, it would be a much more effective
operation. Sam indicated that he had a prospective nominee in the
person of Juan Orta, a Cuban official who had been receiving kick-
back payments from the gambling interests, who still had access
to Castro, and was in a financial bind,
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10. TSD was requested to produce six pills of high lethal
content, v

11. Joe delivered the pills to Crta. ter scveral weeks
of reported attempts, Crta apparently got cold fect and asked out
of the assignment. He suggested another candicate who made
several attempts without success.

12, Joe then indicated that Dr. Anthony Verona, one of the
principal officers in the Cuban Lxile Junta, had become disaffected
with the apparent ineffectual progress of the Junta and was willing
to handle the mission through his own resources.

13. He aéked, as a prerequisite to the deal, that he be |
_ given $10, 000 for organizational expenses and requested $1,000
worth of communications equipment.

14. Dr. Verona's potential was never fully exploited, as
the project was canceled shortly after the Bay of Pigs episode.
Verona was advised that the offer was withdrawn, and the pills

~were retrieved,

15. Of significant interest was an incident which involved
a request levied by Sam upon Maheu.

At the height of the project negotiations, Sam

et expressed concern about his girlfriend, Phyllis McGuire,

who he learned was getting much attention from Dan

4 Rowan while both were booked at a Las Vegas night club.
Sam asked Maheu to put a bug in Rowan's room to deter-
mine the extent of his intimacy with Miss McGuire. The
technician involved in the assignment was discovered in
the process, arrested, and taken to the Sheriff's office
for questioning. He called Maheu and informed him that
he had been detained by the police. This call was made
in the presence of the Sheriff's personnel.

Subsequently, the Department of Justice an-
nounced its intention to prosecute Maheu along with
the technician. On 7 February 1962, the Director of;
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Security briefed the Attorncy General, Robert
Kennedy, on the circumstanccs leading up to
Y F Maheu's involvement in the wiretap. At our re-
’ quest, prosecution vias dropped.

16, In May 1962, Mr. William Harvey took over as Case
Officer, and it is not known by this Office whether Roselli was
used operationally from that point on,

17. It was subsequently learned from the FBI that Roselli
had been convicted on six counts involving illegal entry into the
United States. Our records do not reflect the date of conviction,
but it is believed to have been sometime during November 1967.

18. On 2 DCecember 1968, Roselli, along with four other
individuals, was convicted of conspiracy to cheat members of the
- Friars Club of $400,000 in a rigged gin gummy game.

19. Mr. Harvey reported to the Office of Security of his
_ contacts with Roselli during November and December 1967 and
... .January 1968. It was his belief that Johnny would not seek out
~ the Agency for assistance in the deportation proceedings unless
-, he actually faced deportation. Roselli expressed confidence that
he would win an appeal.

20. On 17 November 1970, Maheu called James O'Connell,

-..——.._Roselli's first Case Officer, to advise that Maheu's attorney, Ed
Morgan, had received a call from a Thomas Waddin, Roselli's

% § lawyer, who stated that all avenues of appeal had been exhausted,
and his client now faces deportation. Waddin indicated that, if
someone did not intercede on Roselli's behalf, he would make
a complete expose of his activities with the Agency.

21. On 18 November 1970, you were briefed on the latest
development in this case, and it was decided that the Agency
would not in any way assist Roselli. Maheu was so advised of
the Agency's position, and he was in complete agreement with
our stand. He further advised that he was not concerned about
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v Juck Aaderson s before the niotley invad- jale against Presldenl Ken-'eomplete w:th secvel trysts at .

Locked in the darkest ‘ers landed on the island. Thelr'nedy. . giittering Miami Beach hotels: -

& ¢ :;: C: u_“‘ ? Ir;i: larrhal was expecled to touch{ To sel up the Castro asszssi-,.and midaizht powerboat
:essqs :. € . nira .,nle '|of{ & general uprising, which {ration. the CIA enlisted Pgtwdas‘ws to sezret Yondingz spots ¢
gence AZency :s the siory ‘:f"hc Communist militia -..,ould,._c.Ll..."_‘aheu 1’ad former :tfs”m the Cuban coast. Gree, No- -
six  assassinution  altempts . ageni viln shadowy conlacis, isejli's Yoat was shol cut from:
agalrst Cuba's Fidel Castro. -have had more trouble putling v

who had handied other under- under him. 5.
For 10 years, unly a few key {SOWN without"the charismatic]cover assignments for the CIA| ¥or the first try, the CI A.:
people have known the terri-iCastro to lead them. out of his Washington public

) furnished Roselli with cpeeial{.
ble sccret. They have sworn] Afier the first atteropt|relations office. He later|poison capsules to sip Inta’®-
never to talk. Yet we have falled, five more assassination|Moved to Las Vegas to bead:Castro’s focd. The poison was
lecarned the details from

o . ' . {up billionaire Howard Hughes' isypoased to take three days to
sources whose credentials are |/C3MS were sent to Cuba. The |« s

X Nevada operations. act By the time (astro died,
bevond question. jlast team reportedly made it| Maheu recruited John Ro-inis system woulC 1hrow off all

We spoke to John AicCone,ito a rooftop within shootingiselli, & ruggedly handsomeltraces of the poison, o he
who headed the CIA at the distance of Castro before they | gambler with conlacts in both | would appear to be the vietim -
time -of the assassination at-ilwerc apprehended. This hap-jthe American and Cuban un-iof a natural If mysterious ail-
tempts. He acknowledged the|pened around the last of Feb-{derworlds, to arrange the as:iment.
i3¢ca had becn discussed inslde | ruary or first of March, 1963, |sassination. The dapper, hawk-| Rosclli arranged with -a- -
he CIA .but insisted it had{ Nine months later, Presk jfaced Roselll, formerly mar-iCubdban, relsted to one of c;s. )
~cn  “rejected immedi-ident Kennedy was gunned!ried to movie aciress Juneliro's_chefs, to plant the Geadly
ately.” ‘He vigorously deniedidown in Dallas by Lee Harvey (Lang, was a power In tbelpeilets in the diciator's food.
that the CIA kad ever partici-1Oswaid, a fanatic who pre-imovie industry until his con-{0n March 13, 1951, Roselli de- |
pated in £ny plot on Castro’s |viously had agitated for Cas-)vietion with racketeer Willie |\jvered the capsules to his con- -
1ife. Asked whether the at~‘lro in New Orleans and had |Bioff in a million-dollar Holly-j12ct at Miami Beach's clarror-
tempts could have becn made;made a mysterious trip to thejwood labor shakedown. Thelgys Fontainebleau Hotel
with his knowledge, he re-{Cuban Embassy in Mexico|CIA assigned two of ils most| A couple of wecks later, Just
plied: “It could not hz\c ‘hap-1City. — —- - Jtrusted - operatives, - William 2bout the right time for the
pened. T Among those pmy to the Harvey and James (Big JIm)ipiot to have boen carried out

We have. complele conli-; CIA conspiracy, there is still aj0’Connell, to the hush-hushla report out of Kavana saicl
dencc nqw.e\g{ in ourynaggin gsuspicion—unsup-{murder misslon. Using phony Castro was Ill. But he rs .
sources. ; poﬂed by the \Yarren Com-;names, they accompanied Ro-icovercd before the Bay of | N
I The plot to knack off Castro ' mission's findings—that Cas-|sclli on trips to Miami to line }jnvasion on April 17, 1961.

‘began as part of the Bay of itro hecame aware of the US.jup the assassination teams. Four more atlempis wi.e
tifigs apetalion The intent was, plet upon his Wi and wune-l  The full story reads like the ‘made on Castro's iife,
1o climinzgie the Cuhan dicta low recruited Oswald to evate seript of a James Bond movie,”
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i Dy Jack Andeoysan Bert Mine . with deefiv
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' :hea;n,\ stery Kaan whos "'c;:n us 1hat ne %ad hazndled ua-ithrongh a relstive o Caziro's
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Rigisence AR o rcover assiznmacnts for the
recruided 10 prcassinate Cuha’s ooy
Tigel Caz'ro Lis oeva 6 up ¢
in tise sick ward of the Los
Anzeies County jail.

He is handeame, havkfazed (o qoer phantem bitonaire
John Reseili. once a dazhinzi
figure arcund lioliywood and! iions.

Las Vezas, now a gray. 66| Rocelli was so fattered over
year-0ld inmate with a respira-|
tory ailment.

Corficential FBI

.' sani

files iden-}

1is now invelved in a lezal bat-iciose enoush fo
lioward lughes' Nevaca oper-
heing asked to perform a se-

cret mission for the U.S. gov-
crruent that he paid all his

chef to plant ia the éicizior's -
i Taer, markemen srmed’
racssd BelZian ticitha
sitempted to iniiitrateirap.”
gun Castro!rriars

Said
Cludb i
. Rnzelli rad ro more to

:C indigiment
‘down.
Lt

Thadr

, € aelUs Jawyers o
the sprinz of 1583. Throuin-ifrying to 241 clefaersy o
out ikis period, Roseili worked ! their client. citing ous storics
under the dicect supervision:ahout his secret CIA serviee. .
of 1wo secret CIA aZents, Wil-

Frd now

« nemevs e o

{ify Rim as “a tan
ure” who watched over “ihe
conccaled intcrests in Las
Vegas casinos of the Chicago
underworld.” .

tosclli has admitted to
friends that he was a rum run-
ncr during the Roarinz Twen-
tics. Operating alonz the East
Coast, he learned how ta evade
Coast Gi:ard cutters and po-
lice patrols.

His name laler became
finked with the bizgest names
in the Chicazo and Los Ance-
les underworlds. e also de-
veloped contacts in the Cuban
underworld before Casiro 100k

AMafia fig-

sinos. .

He had the richt back-
grournd for a hush-hush mis-
sion that the CIA was plan-
nin2 in 1961, As part of the
'Bay of Pizs invaden, the ClA
ihopea’ 10 apace 07 Casico and
icave Cula icaaesicss,

)

ticke Neck

over the Iavana gamsiing ca-:

icxm‘-nscs out of his own
‘pocket and risked his neck to
*land the assassination teams
on the Cuban coast.

In James Bond fashion, he
ircld whispered meetings in

tiam Harvey and James (Bi3g
Jim) O"Coancll.

Roselli’s Reward

The FBI which got wind of
the assassination plot. has
Miami Beach hotels with Cu-ltried 10 pump Roselli for in-
Bans willing to make an at-iformation. But he was sworn
feaipt on Castro’s life. Oncc.lto silence by the CIA. and up
+he called on Chicazo racketito this moment, ne hasa't bro-
noss Sam Giancara 1o )ize upiken it
a contact. The confidential] Meanwhile, the Justice De-
files report that Giancara had [pariment. as part of its crack-
“mambling Interest and an in-jdown on orcrsnized crime,
ferest in the shrimp business|tried to nail Roselii The FBI
in. Cuba.,” llowever, the Chi-ldiscovered that his Chicazo
cazo gangsicr 100k no dircct
Imart in the assassination plot

Roselli  made midniznt
dashes to Cuba with his hired
assassins in twin powerdoats.
Once a Cuban pairol ship
turned its guns on his dark-
encd boat. tore a liole i the
hattom 2ad ::n

that his name was reaily Fi-
lippo Sacco and that he had
comme to this country from
taly as a child. He was con-
victed for {ailing to register as
an alien. .

-Be. was also coanvicicd for

sselli was fished oui of the:at Los  Angeles'
waier oy tae aiher Taal, which :Trizr's Ciud,
escaped {nio the shzdows, Of Rosclli's txo Cl:

birth records had been forged,:
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Under pressure irom i
fircarms Jobhy, the Treasury
Department has failed to ea-
force a vital scction of the
'1948 federal firearms act.
i Tne law was passed afier
itne murders of Scn. Rabert
{Kernedy and Dr. Marlin La-
ither King, It auilcrizes tac
1Treadury Seccrctary 1o reguira
{uii reports of all iirearms ard
ammunition sales. .
for tne Uxo Years that 'ne
law Las been in force, e
:Trcasury Denariment has
aored Gads key provisioa. Ihe
cun industry has complainca
it would be a bookkeepina
nizhimare. .
The federal government,
.which would have to comp:'n
P2 the sates dany, has o oo
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