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To iindi.iM.iiKf whs Sirhan is indeed 
1,’iilik i»l such .ui m i. one hiust under

lie gas chaniIht

that is more Arab than Anicrican. The?

’these idiscussionv^dj^ 
once saw a television 
Kennedy addressing iH&

dial he >s Just and foremost an 
l orn :n Palestine and i onsumed 
Uetas'. UI the Middle Eastern con- 
le is deeply committed to making

his trial a public and political Iorumfor 
the Aral-position;'

entire family^ spent a good deal of t ime .; 
’ discussing the AraMsrae| conflict. The

mother says- Utti®&n uias the most' 
..sensitive and-the*

tlhaj/Sirhan

SIRH AN’S 8MOTI VILS

CntiCe Ise ilor^'O^fflif^irhan Sithun 
- has tired to. tel! if idsnu 

' has chosen to remain xUent^. 
potrntial t^c^ol^iigo^ 
fr-ndy^ which had not^^k-endajne press. 

if biahmoud Al^el-liddifr£i ’Egyptian

Cairo, recently Raineducee^
family. Bused upon information supplied

I f.m bylhefamifv^ exclusiv- .
I ids fur Ramparis die following account 

of Sirhan's motivations and the strategy - 
he plans for histtrialf fry . ' .

Because of the forthcoming trial and 
she difficulty of dealing with this subject 
h Phout emotional involvementfrhfr 
of RtMPARTsjiatTfdect^^^ this

i information jpf mm
readers without displayyandjn as ob-p 

7 jeettve a form

B
ecause i am an Arab I was able to 
break through the barrier of sus
picion that had stopped other 

journalists cold and obtain the first in- 
i depth interviews the Sirhan family has 

gum since the assassination. From their 4 
commentsand from what Sirhanbassaid;

7 to them; a picture of the mart and his- 
motives Ix-^ins to emerge, replacing the

I m । slea d i ng port rails wluchhayC swii ri iped ’1

The faef that Sirhan .^ 
discussed his trial isfioaccideiit^ . . A .
own sihiicg). something ’ne,ideyefoped.
after thinking almut it for long1 hours in? 
his s;h.m;i1I) made jail cdl. ItiTact. he " 
has confided to his family that he will 
ncMt make any Statement unless special 
pros isions arc made for ihe .com troom 
proceedings. What Sirhan wants is, . 
quite 'imply, publicity. He wants ihe 
major tele-, ision networks to be allowed 
to bro.id. ;t'i the entire trial. If they do

vorfecious reader, Sirhan is confident 
ut his own ability to cope with his 
htmenLllis eldest brother, Shereif, 

bld me that Sirhan studies thcinti ica- 
cies of his case as many its ten hours a 
day in his cell. Shereif recalls that Sirhan ; 
recentlyjsaid to him, “I do not "need a 

Bowyer, rimdenitarid my case and know 
7 how ,idZdct^d. myself.” 7But even so,

Attorney Russell Parsons’ js defending", 
his client,'and doing it on Sirhan's own 
grounds. “The main issue,” Parsons told 
me, “is to answer this question: why, for 
what reason, did Sirhan; kill. Robert 
Kennedy? There are 100 witnesses who 
saw Sirhan shooting Mr. Kennedy, but 
no one seems to know why he did it.”

Sirhan and his attorney hope that the: 
defense—presuming that the television 7 

7 networks’ are allowed into the court-: 
?r oom—will &ow that Sirhan didno# 
xtaye^j^c£^^ in shoot

ing Kennedy becausethe act was a polit
ical gesture/and that Kennedy, to Sirhan 7 
at least,' was merely" a symbol. His 
brother Adel notes that “if Sirhan) was 
just an assassin, he could have-done it in 
another way, just by having a gun with a 

' telescope. He went to the Ambassador
Hotel expecting to get caught; that is.; 
why he left his notes at home. I believe 
that Sirhan wanted, to get caught so. that 
he could say what he believes.” ■, >-•'

T T Then i’fimt tried to meet with i 
f Vl/tjie Sifhan family,Iwas*re- 

Lt Y. ’ , fused. Security' is extremely, 
heavy around them, and they are under- ' 
standably wary of new faces. Later," when-;' 
I finally obtained an invitation to meet 
with them, Mrs. Sirhan apologized; I - 
believe for having been inhospitable to , 
a fellow Arab. ^ 7? '#£77# ■-^ '

This family, which fled Jordan to seek 
greater safety and security than it had 
known, is now living in terror. They are 
somewhat al a loss to understand the 
events which have suddenly catapulted 
them into history. None of the four ■ 
brothers goes to hisjob; they all feel that 

. death follows them everywhere, and they 
- move carefully, with a heavy guard. 

“Why don’t you just leave this country?" 
1 asked Shereif. “Where shall we go?" 
he answered. “To whom shall we leave • 
our brother? Our land is under Israel's 
occupation.-*'JShereiJ" clarified his state-:: 

’ ment: “Our brother is injail; wehave to ;
stay

, RjthZSg pM^Of^S® 
IN THIS DQCIjfei^'^B
l sensed not only the Sirhans’ con- 

fusion.fbut also .MHnc'iVitferhcss. Tlicy 
have hot received riny uid fr^ 
countries, ns they originally jhoiiglil thcy 

. might. Parsons' iyaW^tnev^aifSur.
priscdi.be had.hoped 
local Arab consulates woultfhel]^^

-courteous,- Z^ji^^
Indeed? l bs Angclesyjof 

.. sii!, who visited Sirhan nijauiljStr 
' request, indicated to mcThat the’iad: 
assassin had expected the? Aranox 

; to treat him as a hero. Howcver^ctpl^: 
for some Palestinian extremists, hi^&t^ 
has been universally'rep^iatedb^ffi 
Arab world.’ One AtS^wspap^^| 
said editorially, ’^^W^ ^?^S 

 
j'.raiponsibilityyfa^

that fed liiiri]mO "’’ "*“*y,.the society^' 
that gaye him llicjiui . ^Ts.responsi^ 
hie." M etnbas^>r®e^rai®tu3en®&: 

Association,Jof whioi^irhan^was.onceT 
an officer, feel thatlhe killing of Kennedy # 
was a terrible mEtak^j^prwem.Mia 
to me, “What are"

them all becai 
Israel £S’3.

7 Still, the Simins' friends arennmanl 
Arab, and they live in an atmosphere-

Oregon.JMiile tri w^agogue, Kct 
nedyL wea ri ng a yartjjM||»dccl a red that 
th£^JL^ft^7L$^^« 

against aggression frcmvwhatever source.; 
“Unlike the Souih^ietnamese,” Ken

nedy said, “the Jsra^iave shown they 
are willing to fightTof their own survival.': 
Indeed, Israel is the very opposite of 
Vietnam: the Israeli government is very - 
democrat!' . rife. live and free of conup-i 
tion. Its people are united in its support." S 
The senator then urged the Johpspn Ad;, 
ministration to proceed afohciTwit^ 
sale of 50 Pnaniom^jei. fighters to the 
Israeli Air Force and to <?ut off economic
aid to the Arab ypuri 

' episode made Sirhay
recalls..; “He lefPth 
hands on his cars a

ies-.Hiis whole i
<gry,Shereif i
;j>utting?hK> ;

iiibs^weep’ing.”.;-
'iucaon page 8



.('tfftTtfWtl ftlUH !'»W f^ l >’• ’ -. ^r
I Ii-.kcd Suhail'* moilu-r why . she 

’ thought hci soil -had; .shot. Kennedy .,.- 
’ '.^"Everything in tins country. was helping 
.Sirhan." she maintained.^’ll was push-f 
Jinghim to the dangerpoint. Everything, ‘ 

^••the propaganda of the Zipnists, every-, 
^’; thing-’ was against biS'-country, -against£> 
fetus mxmle ” .'a V^n=^ dm^2au«KSsU7

vised by |kiwib with cia nlliliation», 
Epstein, whose Iwok win a converted 
Corneil University master's thesis—the, 
subject wasiurged .upon him by his men
tor, Andrew j^ as 
one of Garrison’s most fervid Accusers. 
His vehicle is The New .Yorker?
issue of July 13^ he. delivered a;25,OOO-: 
word blast at Garrison^ railing the DA's ;

*

w" 4^'-r-,
And at their first meeting inthfjai  ̂

Sirhan’s mothcTsaid to hmt, ".Shameiori^- 
you. Why have xoudonc such a thing?” 
He replied, "It's .too late to speak'qf it. i 
But all the Aniencanswill know why.”;

According'to Chief Investigator Loins' 
Ivon, Epstein spent about 48 hours in 
towTU Some ihree hours at the office, and 

' hasn’t been seen since. Much of what he 
writes about has occurred since this 
iouefi-and-go visit and is obviously hear-

So 1 think il’s n quite unWt prcxchtnW 
tlotl, wliiih |nt» Mime factual Imur-, but r 

. which iilsu Tub a Im of vviy i1uhiou» 
' .ctenient»1nib'3li»^^^

, OntTof.&^i^iou^^^^s'Ep.
Ttein’sVeraqn.bt ttejte^

; Andrews jpy-®^cplo^ 
.number^ amongf^ 

■ /wald (who~;whti&1hi^

; j-centolfigureMril^.tjr^^

,' tion. .Thc day after Ihe^ssassiriaQohX

I

S- •>IAil*OTW MIIMT.-ijAIM

ceivedaphon
•.#• ^--.^.JS^iKSa 
as Clay

11 from a manheknew^ 
te’described as^ 
W®i£a. “la wye£witli0iij^ 

homosexuals. Berti 
to Dallas tind dcfcria 
contends .Bertfan 

. he has chargSJ w 
?-^?  ̂
w Wdnet

say bn his part, yel he writes with, the 
.authoritatiyeloneofa participant. Un-, 

^ulit^^jii^hggue is convincing'
_-., ■‘»>«is>su.^^«™-™^ .MipbiS audtcnce,?which assumedly is un-, f A ssas1>-nTati©iisW^®®^

EPSTEIN'S GARRISONS

rf^a^iliuifwtOOT^^ 
||iri3tiii^i|^^ 

\\ the fapts/lhe article is badly slanied^ts 
,& for "^example,. Philosophy. Professor. 
^.Richard...Popkin of The Uni versity of 
«California;btSanDiegoj author. of the;

gloofe 71r3«wia Qiwald propounding 
ytthe. theqryWf an Oswald bqubl^fhnd 

''Garrison’s Case” in The; pwij^t; 

Review' of Books (September 14, 1967).'" 
'recenilycommenled bn the article:*^ ?* 
’ ^“I found it a queer'mix of facts, half-

T
wo summers ago a tandeni attack : 
on the Warren Reporfall but' rcler ; 
gated that work to tji.C'fiction’, 
section of your local library,'Thcjfirst ; 

was Mark Lane’s Rush Jo ^Judgptehtp' 
which convincingly- demgrgtrated—us^J 
ing the Warren Gommisij.nXo’^cyi-ii 
dence—that Oswald couldnolfevedone > 
it alone, and drew' thebrsfdim butlines.' 
of the conspiracy theory." The second 
was Edward Jay Epstein’sjrtques!. which 
exposed the rather shoddy'inner'work
ing' of the Commission and-laid bare the 
toi micd logic it finally employed to dis- 
|vl imuons of a conspiracy?'!' ■

Both books bccamc lH:st sellers, but 
their authors have since gone different, 
ways. Lane, who shuttered his law prac
tice and struggled for years to get his 
manuscript published in the United 
States (it was first published in Britain), 
has stumped the country in support of;, 
District Attofney jiipGarrison’s theory 
that (he axsassihandn’wascarried oiitby? 
an antt-Custro paramilitary team super-'

, facts, rumors and very dubious informa- 
' lion from peoplehostile to Garrison.

Epstein has compressed all this to make - 
; it took like everything's on, the'same .

level. I think it would take an awful lot 
of work io. disentangle what he’s saying .

C©h almost any page as to how much of 
^ffeaiacdHl base, how’rnuch of it is 

rumor 11^^^ heard from peopled 
how much ofJt are charges that have 
been made by people like [WiIliim]Gur- 
vich [who volunteered to work on the 
investigation’without pay, passed him-

. self off as the Chief Investigator^ then, 
turned on Garrison] against Garrison,..

^^'■3

«MM 
figmentWShlS

fl

tfidus

ocon

nurews
S that be
s; approxi- 

CloTnxfeettwo

' that ^ 
^nnd

' ever,

ducted the in 
he was con vines

'- An ofijiKltw jS 
testimony, howeyp^ 
told the t at that B^ 
mately six feet one m<
inches in height,” tir "n^hairy and w^ 
dressed”—a . d jSttS^bsebc 

* matches the Jail, aueShlwi As i
Tor- Befen3®^^^gmOT^j>f his

imagination, Anar< declared.Tnat s
* what iheFeebecs put on.” He re- 

■men had pestered himcounted that '

which haven't been sulj^t^tiatio^iny-^ 
where except by Gurvich’s stuteincnt qf; ; 
them. And also that he lends to take 
facts and information and rumors and so 
on, that occurred over a year and a half’s 
period, and compress them all into 
simultaneous events, so that a statement 
made by Garrison at one time is 
pounced upon on the basis of informa
tion or statements he made a year and a 
half later in a totally different context.

,’io’^ told them, "Write
I&t you want, that I am nuts. 1 don't 
^Care.”. As for his laid iciuark to the 
^Commission's Mr. Licbelcr Jlmt Her- 
" trand was only five feel, eight inches, 

Andrews explainedJmal"'lhis?time 1 was 
looking for the fefii^ heWas sitting 
down." Nowhere does be refer to Ber-
trand as a “boy-^J 
confused by.his ^S 
play Boy S^B^^ 

In his superfjcia

JSi*^5 perhaps

?§!^W 
inatioppf Gur-- 

nued an page 12
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Embassy in Mexico City. When the anti-| C'oritiniu ii 1r,mi page it

i riron's case. Epstein evidently failed to 
check the police 'records preplir^ 

” Shaw’s arrest. Thoroughjyshaklmbx^ 
/ arrest Sto^
* Patiolniiri Al^^ijl^igbg  ̂

: had used thc«^5&^^J<iS^

/ alias was duly/enibrcd on the fingerprint/

/ ters in the conspiracy drama is^ichard1' -‘ w~<wr—n - .. v„.— 
; Case Nagell, a former V.S. Intelligence'

Castro paramilitary' team ' could not 
’penetrate . the. Presidential; security in 

.Washington,Oswald got'a reprieve. But 
..Nagell, whosays he wassure the attempt 
’would come off but failed to get the mi 
To listen, faked a bank robbery in El 
Paso ph’ September 20 sb that lie would 
be arrested and in federal custody when;

' agent who claims he encountered Oswald 
■ Tn Mexico City in 1963, .and bud been 

instructed by his spy superior? to deter- 
: tnine if the rumors' of an ̂ assassination 
; attempt hnu any; foundation^ Nagell Says 

he learned that the first attcriipt against 
Kennedy was scheduled for September 

. 26 in Washington, D.O/and that Oswald, 
j. (who crossed the border into Mexico the 
S-oay beforel was to be set up as the" 
^“pat^’ and shot Th front of. the Cuban

HEREC0M6M ^l

if the folloiMn^bcctired:
ONSIDHta^

.jj{^stan disnusseT jNageU^^^^ 
"mentally unbalanced, rioting that ‘‘court 
records indicated that Nagel! had suf
fered brairi damage in atTairplane crashy 
in 195/” and that, following the 'bank’s.
epirode, he was *‘ari inmate of a federal - 
institution .for the criminally insane in / 
Springfield, Missouri.” As he docs* so 
frequently throughout, the article, Ep
stein delivers a' version which if devel
oped fully would throw a differehtlight J
•bnCtiK^^N^ 
oa^Kj^ras^ife^nSiigmce j

{Law}

training after his r^oyt^m®ting 
that he had no permarieni/b^ j
^n^er/theh^ I

ceritly^^was*^ ^^^

/worth ^ijOTitentiary^ht 
Springfield only/eih^e 
x -The pubficatibrilof the

torhc^jmje^ 
three judge federal pane!
mg arguments ihat^f)^ con-
ducting a re/ofterrorj

panel -wasjiummpressedh forSQ^nani-' 
mously rejectedihe 
and ordered the tS®

l,^fdr®sinani-' 
®%Slt!W)ent

If Garrison d _____
a dayEpsleiOasjsijru£^^io&

—cnance$are.ni 
lhanOTeJSe)?®wS 
defense.

J^^

s«T 
‘nt

TO®:

j 
t

right to

insuch

cized war spending, though whether his 
call wasniade bt the PresidenCsrequest

jbeTttuld riqfs^
(^_4> ihe Separation of Powrasbl^ -

^ < That the 'businessman., had retracted;

proved to be arcurate;'^^' H^^ ^o^^^

That the justice could’m j’answer ^ 
questions concerning his judid^^^irv^ 

ions since the Constitution spccifiesthaV" 
members of Congress may not bequest/ 
tioned about their acts in any place other" :

Jhe President? on the eve of 
his aoqicabon, arranged ^o?acceptfrlhe^ 

- resignationofthe.chlef.justireo^ the

suspiciona
That within two ini 

posed elevation he’Of 
let, “Concerning pi 
"encejz^a iimiteef

■ to ’ replace b^IgMth^th^^ nt’s 
former lawyCT,/t^ associate justice; / 

' As a parlay/.the President’ submitted 
to the Senate thename of his oldest.hand-: 
holding crony’ to^fill the vacancy- created - 
by the promotion/pf.his.fqrhicr lawyer;.?’: 

The chiiT justii^ who'bpd.:written a .. 

famous report designed jo^ satisfy/lhe c 
people thin the assisiralion^bthe;- 
President’s predecessor was" ;sahsAcoh-- - 
spiracy and the sole act of a demented.” 
mind, conditioned his resignation onlhe ■ 
Senate's approval of the. appointments;

“ slitution” an(
cases np lcgm^i

ose.7JbasicaIJy offensive 
f^t^esofitteor the Cori-

The President's 
testify before

' -lawyer, when called 
a Seriate committee.

• ou-eded tliat .lut ing his three years on 
the high court.he had voniinucd lo ud -, 
as rli<-I'lCMdcnlXadvisor , ;

Th.it pursuant to this role, he had sat 
m ci numerous cabinet-level meetings, 
but that he had merely "summarized" 
the views of others for the benefit of the

than in Congress; ^f^^
/ That despite this asserted Constitute^ 
Jional bar/thejustice pointed tqbis dis^/ 
-senting vote'*am’irist extending fiS'onS^T
man-one’fotie principle tb*lbcal^g^ 

ment "asproof of his devotion toat ale’s
Tigiitsj:^’> -V' ,.‘?*fcC£5 '

-. That, although he had been at the - 
President’s disposal as advisor-sumrhar- 
izer, he had never been involved in dis- 
cussions that could conceivably'reach 
the Court; ■rb^//^/ -/S’ . f- 

'lliat the issues under discussion ut the 
top-level meetings hud ranged fioni the 
Viet num War to riots in the cities;

That the justice had voted to jail draft 
card burners and had voted against , 
taking up for consideration the legality 
of the war; ,- > - ;i’;;^’^ J 

That he voted to give the police sweep- 
■ ing rights to stop-and-frisk suspects on

Eirt jabm&m^ l^g^tod; -
^/ThaVshoftiy^.fti ' Tvaspub-

fished, 5he~jiSftcy^|^^ 
i n t ery tew fn .̂ W&s^ 

££188031^  ̂

■ the pqmtorgyeq^uniyye morality”; 
” T^p®3un^^ termjbri the
Court, he cast f^^Scibihg vote uphold
ing the convictoTrid five-year sentence 

of Ralph Ginzburg for “pandering” a 
non-obsccne magazine; ' ■ ;/

That during each of his three terms he; 
nearly always voted for business interests’ 
and against cHorls to cut. down, the 
trusts; ' .’./M’/?*;

'I lull (liiiiiigliiiuj- his ymr.-toti the 
( oui I he was widelyTuiimird to liuvc 
been one ol .tlic.Pici'iilciit's niiist hiiwki>li 
advisors on Th&V tt/WsKife®//.;

4,

SIDNEY E. ZION

That as a justice he had dressed down 
a prominent businessman who had criti-

President
an iholeft if any-«t- Considerjhe'rg 

thing like this




