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Baises Guestions en Trials
of Shaw, Hay and ¢ .nh.m

- g —

CWASHIRGTON, Aug. 14 (L14)!
—Three reporters who covered
the trials of men charged in the
assassinutions  of  President
Kenncdy, the Rev. Dr. Martin,

Luther King Jr. and Senator |

Robert F. Kennedv have con-|
cludad ‘that “American justice!
works accidentally, if at a)l.”

“The courts are now basi-|
cally constructed to serve ths’
legal  profession, not  the
people,” » bnok, “A Scarch for

“Justice,” decbres, Fach of the

reporfers,  who  covered  the
friate for ‘The Na-liville ‘Tennes.
reatn, wrott nosection of the
lnu. Howas edited by ‘lnhx
vnthaler, the noews par-c: s
itor, whu ‘#ls0 wrale its con-i
clusion:..

Mr. Siegenthaler was an ad-;
ministrative assistant 10 Robert:
Kennedy when Mr. Keanedy:

was Aitorney General.” . i
C. tl,x reporters  are;
Znics Saupesy now a specialt

assignment scporter for Tm:\

Temxe\max.,_imn}'_.am.r. row!
the paper's cityv, editor, and’
Johun Hi"]D;.lL. NOw an- assist-

ant nows editor in the \x’am-

ington Bur i u of The Nev/Yo k
Timrs.

Mrl Filter covercd the trial
of Clay S, who wat acruysed
of conepitar \v te Bl the Ppesd
dent; My bgnites the tital u[
James )ur) Ko Jay D, $ang's
murdce, and Lir. Heaphill thed

trial of Sirlizn Bishara Qirhan;'

for tha zsiassination of ko crt!
Kennedy,

Reaeh Same Conclusion

Afterwwerd, Mr. Sicgc—nthaler’i
writes, the three reporiers’
“cach indcpendently reached
the con .11"'10n that American
j\ﬁstice works eccidt‘ntally if at
all.” ’

“Nonc of them fmt he would
have much confidence ja his:
own chance 1o pet a feir ver-
dict were he to be put on trial
In thoze same comuts, Lelore
the o fudpe® Mo Siegen-
thaler vwiltes,

‘The authors econclude that
Mr. Shaw should never have
been tried; that no attempt
was mzde to determine the
truth after Ray plezded guilty,
in return for a 99-ycar prison
scntence, and thzt Sirhan's

‘sanity trial was a mockery. |

“They " {found “the judiciall
svstem so laching long-cverdue
rcform “that the "administra-
tion ¢! jistice is in scrious
trouble ana often, on 2 03,-10-
“diy basiy, may detunlly be
mnore ine lined 10 thwart jun'ma

“ehe orzanized bar, peihaps
puvrnre Il the ot e b
Jecsiec ) Lir. sSiceentbaler
verites, “has scfad on papet.
toctloas fu the presg wed hus
directed §is najor ‘relaim’ al-

“tention 1o the ‘free priss vs.

{air trial’ question.”

Mr. Shaw, a Ncws Orlcans
businessman, was  acquitted
after a sensational trizl high-
lighted by charges made out-
side the courtroom by the New
Orleans District Attorney, Jim
Garrison. The District Atrorney
was admonishied by tic bar
despite complaints that he had
conducted a circus with unre-
liahle,  discredited  witnesses.
The authors conclude thal Mr
Shaw “should never have beend
tricd.™

Unanswered Questlon

In the case of Pay, the jour-
nalists came away convinced
that, despitz his puilty plea, on
whichh he received a 93-vear
prison senicnce, the overniizing
question of 2 .possible conspir-
acy in the April 4, 1955, murder
of Dr. King was never an-
swered. .

“The . administration of jus-

tice succeed in punishing al .

euilty man,” \ir. Siegenthaler;
writes. “But’ it mizde no pre-!
tense of initiating a scarch for
truth or putting down what
very well may have been a hc
by Rd}' e

Sivhan shot Robort }\rnnrnv
in los Anpelrs a frw minutes
past midnlght Jone 5 1062, in
full vieww ©f oy witne «aes.
He was convicted of pasrdery
and was sentenced 1o dic in the
gas chamber.

With  his -~ sanity .'thc only
jssue, the authors contend that

‘the prolonged, million-cdoliar]|
. trial ‘resulted only in.“a sen-!

tence more scvére than one!
which could. have been ncgo-
tialed before z jury was scated
to try the casel’

Tney contead that permitting
the tenuous findings of psvchi-
atrists and psvchologists ta be
subjected “lo the.sort-of bad-
gering  cross-examination that!
coraes from the hostile advers-
ory envirenment of o criminal
frinl, muy rvob tha cause of
Juitle e’ o : -
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