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Flair;' '; fi'icr.liom cn Trials
i.f Show, Kay anil '.’mhaii

Washington. Aug. 14 (uj.^ 
.—Three lepotlrrs who covered 
the trials of men charged in the 
assassinations of President. 
Kennedy, the Rev. Dr. Martin! 
.Luther King Jr. and Senator) 
Robert F. Kennedy have con-| 
eluded that "American justice! 
works accident ally, if at all.” j

•‘The courts are now basi-j 
cally constructed to serve the: 
legal profession, not the 
people,” a Look, "A Search for

■Justice.” de< larr;.. Each of the 
reporter;:, who <uvrie<l 1hc 
trials for The tb livillr ’Imor s- 
scan, v.i“t< a section <>f th? 
Look. It v.a;, edited by Johiy

^^ ncwsp37<t’s 
editor, who also wrote its con-: 
elusion..

Mr. Siegenihaler was an ad­
ministrative assistant to Robert- 
Kennedy when Mr. Kennedy; 
was Attorney General. >

Jhc- three reporters are! 
dames Snuifes? now a special; 

assignment reporter for The' 
Tennessean: Frank Ritter, now' 
the paper's city ( editor, and' 
John Hemphill now an assist-' 

"ahTnew. editor in the Wash­
ington Bur t-ati of The Xcr/YoT 
Tini's.

Mr? Eito-: covered the. trial 
of Clay Lhav, who v.as ii<OH',d 
of ron..|.ii.H v to ).iii ih>- lyr al 
dent; Mr. kquiirr. the hlal uf| 
JaiimTarl hn ,' for Dr, Kinr'aj 
murder- and Mr. Hemphill the) 
trial of Sirhan Eishara Sirhanj 
for the assassination of Robert1 
Kennedy.

Reach Same Conclusion
Afterward, Mr. Siegen thaler, 

writes, the three reporters' 
"each independently reached 
the conclusion that American 
justice works accidentally, if at 
all."

“None of them felt he would 
have much confidence in his 
own Chance to get a fair ver­
dict were he to be put on trial 
in those same crnuts, L'Torc 
the mini” Jud;-' 1," Mr. ki'rci). 
thaler willr;J.

The authors condtuk. that 
Mr. Shaw should never have 
been tried; that no attempt 
was made to determine the 
truth after Ray pleaded guilty’ 
in return for a 99-ywr prison 
sentence, and that Siriian's 
sanity trial was a mockery..

They found the judicial 
system so lacking long-overdue 
reform “that the administra­
tion of i'..s.tice is in serious 
trouble and often, on a day-to- 
d:y bast;;, may &luai!y be 
more in’ lincd to Hiwan. justice.

"'ib- organized bar, jrihapr 
• v/.-.’-t Ih.l the coin;-. .:> Im- 
p.V/-" t,“ Mr. ;;(< ;:< ntitah r 
Wll'-s, "hati !.<J«<1 on Unfi t. 
frx.tlo.tr; in th" puss end ha*, 
directed its major 'rckuui' Sl- 

’tention to the ‘free press vs. 
fair trial' question."

Mr. Shaw, a New Orleans 
businessman, was acquitted 
after a sensational trial high­
lighted by charges meds out­
side the courtroom by the New 
Orleans District Attorney, Jim 
Garrison. The District Attorney 
was admonished by the bar 
despite complaints that he had 
conducted a circus with tmre- 
liablc, discredited witnesses. 
The authors conclude that Mr. 
Shaw “should never have- been 
tried."

Unanswered Qi^Mlon
In the ease of Pay, the jour­

nalists came away convinced 
that, despite his guilty plea, on 
which he received a 99-ycarl 
prison sentence, the overriding I 
question of a possible conspir-’ 
acy in the April 4, 1965, murder! 
of Dr. King was never an-1 
swered.

“The . administration of jus­
tice succeed in punishing a 
guilty man,” Mr. Sirgenthder 
writes. “But it made no pre­
tense of initiating a search for 
truth or putting down what 
very well may have been a lie 
by Ray.”

Sirhan shot Robert Kennedy 
in km Anil's n f'-w minutes 
part mldnlghl Jun'’ 5. Ifm?;. In 
tull vkw of m><nv v,itin-.«/ 
He was convicted r,f murder 
and was sentenced to die in the 
gas chamber. .

.With his sanity the only 
issue, the authors contend that 
the prolonged, million-dollar 
trial resulted, only in "a sen­
tence more severe than one! 
which could have been nego­
tiated before a jury was seated 
lo try the case.”

They contend that permitting 
the tenuous findings of psychi­
atrists and psychologists to be 
subjected “to the sort of bad-; 
goring cross-examination that' 
comes from the hostile advers­
ary environment of a criminal 
trial, may rob the cavje of.
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