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Paranoia (or Is It Conspiracy?) in Our Midst

a led to

tie wtiwv* a how iConr.ally was 
hter indicted for 'bribery after 
‘witching party affiliation from 
Demir rat lo Republican), brought 
c>»-n y.e gunfire, and was eventually 
lour.I m'-c-ccnt by a commissionin' 
cni.t-r. Chief Judice Warren, who 
«.h .it-pointed to the Supreme Court 
ly I’ri '.idem Eisenhower on the 
t, ndatxin of then-Vice Press- 
<■• •.: Xu.'*, thus paving the trey for 
Xue's v:i’.ary over the Warren 
hues in California, his subsequent 
winning of the presidency prior to 
Watergate. and h:s eventual appoint' 
.-rr.t of Gerald Ford to the presiden
cy hard, then represerMlive from

■VW

Michigan. was a member of the War
ren Commission!

A conference called “Conspiracy 
in America" was held at UCLA upon 
the occasion of the first anniversary 
of the lulling of six members of the 
Symbionese Liberation Army associ
ated with Pamela Hearst of good 
family. Several hundred people at
tended. Most of them were college 
students or of student age; many 
were of good families, and their po
litical direction was clearly left.

The conspiracy conference was 
one of several recently assembled.

and it promised, tn California and 
elsewhere, "follow-up 
meetings .. . attempting to mobi
lize a national movement against the
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developing police state" in America. 
“From Dalias to Watergate: Official 
Violence and Cover-up —• A Cam
paign for Democratic Freedoms

Conference. Films. Panels. Work
shops on Assassinations. Intelli
gence. Community/Lsbor Repres
sion."

The first person I met was a young 
black man at a table in the corridor 
collecting signatures for a petition in 
his own defense. He had been ac
cused of murdering a policeman. 
Since he seemed to me w sweet and 
gentle, I could not believe he had 
committed murder, and I signed his 
petition.

Inside the auditorium, ! was soon 
swept up by orators and visual 
demonstrations emphasizing the

theme that Leo Harvey Oswald (if he 
was involved at all) was only one of 
several conspirators in the murder of 
Jahr. Kennedy. The proof seemed to 
lie in the fact that various documents 
showed a discrepancy in Oswald's 
height. One speaker said that "the 
Warren Report ■ gave" Oswald’s 
height as 5 feet 10 inches. I knew Os
wald wasn't that tall and 1 thought 
that, if the Warren Report were that 
wrong, perhaps we were onto some
thing. after all

Afterwards. T noticed in the War
ren Report that Oswald's height was
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attempt to kill Cov. George C. 
cc was a conspiracy ... a 

numst conspiracy. It could well 
ir agents of Communist China. 
I!- Central intelligence Agency 
' l.ave had v.mc'.hmg to do with

writes Stang, providing 
• •.i?s mii'.ir.t to Bremer's
c

c may ebu n from 
.he newspapers, as 
j.md vhc facts of 
Hughes.

rt have occurred, 
in'"'. are ccncpira-

•J A

ica the (treat danger of 
theory lies in its weak 
s;rim:nation. Thus, it is 
able for widespread ex-

> r-.l that h'.ksl'ri

I/ veil rrn*nJ>;f

on. by conscious con- 
by tr-ose defects of 

and m-dia which 
y theories peiiU' in

J ere of phrarmia is

<:!.'jr<iwn- are sufficiently 
■ • 'g. Orators of conspiracy 
i<mr.t. Why not1 They are 
ra ned by doubts, hesitations

in'.hir.g. retract noth- 
ib-.j. They charge 
on ny means of oan-

;w(ti»i may be ir-

w.rt> d definitions build into 
•immar ant certain to eon- 
.it the rraCv-nudt atiump

age and literature, ot 
.m-ry. left and right, is a 
logical fallacy. ''Sworn

An article in the Congres. 
■rd is not riece.sarily true, 
f.-cation" of someone by 
■r r. not necessarily accu- 
-i J the 'identification" is 
such u grand sounding 

■ as "U » Internal Security

not

is poor
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Establkhment believes." No pet'^m 
exist named They, as in "They won't 
let the truth come out." For the col
lege generation, suspended te -m 
childhood. ". . . They are systemati
cally destroying the evidence."

In adulthood, the yearning to bear 
the truth is all the more affecting la 
view c! the difficulties of teii-ng it. 
Truth is not specific and definite, like 
The Cuinnns Book ol World R»cordi
— an extremely popular book among 
college students; as a matter of fact 
the truth may W dull, complies;^ 
and shredded with qualdiratlorj. 
more like the ikr* roundabout 
equivocations of older professors. It 
is not surprising, therefore, that tic 
public lectures students attend. Ur 
books they optionally read and tit - 
media they consume tend tr> be ’hose 
which deliver, above all, straight an- ■ 
swerk in a positive sound. Mind ard : 
body!yearn to hear it from the ms.de. i 
from, someone who was there who

deal with the occult and witchcraft, 
extrasensory perception, magic. 
UFOs, sell-delense. science 
fiction . . . The diversity lecture 
series is a form of popular entertain
ment. whose spokenmon now and 
then piously eoodema reckless con
spiracy theory evan while they sup
port those tendencies that feed it.

In a great deal of papular drama, 
especially on televiaion, the line be- 
tween fiction and non fiction is badly 
blurred, if not-erued; news is made 
dramatic and exciting, drama is 
made to sound true, authentic, factu-

Ners and drama alike focus upon

''aSa

can therefore, presumably, tell it LU

which doo th sentences arc pro
nounced by "somebody, somewhere, 
in some smoke-Idled back room." 
just as the conspiracy theorists say 
they are.

Colleges and universities, partly 
under their own financial pressures, 
partly in the spirit of democratic 
participation, iterwir^y view the 
student as a customer and.give h,ni 
"what he wants." which is likely to

Cd act of one person.
Above all. it ignores the possibility 

of that mixture of accident and inten
tion that r; finally proc"- -. We are 
process. We arc compl"xi’.v. We ar-- 
the products of our minds, singly and

Urnblc to endure slow motion, th" 
mind of the conspiracy theorist is

ty. We may never know more than 
we know naw U the truth of our

i«6vidual>. seldom upon complicat
ed forces or protestes. It is, there- 

' lure, aaturaj that young people and 
: others whose experience is limited 

inevitably interpret events as the re
sult of the actions of powerful indi
viduals. Almost every crisis of tele
vision drama is resolved by gunfire 
or other vi«kr.»e. and every crisis of
diplomacy is resolved by the mooting

It is not surprlt^ that John T>wn w®5>*«™ * ^whl1 P'''’1" ’r"

of events — and a better grade for 
mastering less. But the best defense 
against a paranoid citumry may be 
a sound educat.on in the grammar of 
those disciplines which fortify th" 
ctind against trickery. '

The trouble with the mind of the 
conspiracy theorist left nr right is its 
inability to carry more than one idea 
at once. It a;ks laws or principles 
governing all events, as if human af
fairs were motions of dumb bodies, 
but it ignores tar one law that might 
serve — the idea th.it some things 
might be true uxn some occasions

lions. We may know all that exists to 
be known, or w" may be in il.r pn".-

solved, as they arc on television.

Finally, it should he said that, de
spite th" pitfall; he leads u-, into, 
despite the dangers, or simple dis
comfort. the conspiracy tfi'-orist 
seems to understand least his own 
importance. The paranoid contribu
tion to decision must always have 
been great, integral to precess, a 
noise and a cl.im->r keeping lawmak
ers from slumber.no >« o--> - u...
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POWER
l-u< d frem Fzl

ii »>MuH*»04r On lh« rut* 
i'.'M wk»n JUny < UiH dinH 
I.- w*f. fj.a P# f.lu e m telephone

” uhich promise an 
aches >n height, ap

ir^M mewrii *omething to people. 
h's wne im to forget it. The 

;rman of cne great congkvnerate 
did to have a pedestal behind his

than Ite really is when he

:'wtd that a stockholders meet- 
had in be delayed because an 

lei r;i had furg-Rten to place the 
:"■',*. la-fund ths- podium. It >s cer- 
. y true that be likes to hive short 
n am-xf h.m; one's chances of 
cess at 'Jus particular corporation
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• - < luivuj io control i or iowc, u » kcwu suiua^ rw« • n.i.r,, - .i
everything but determined not to let in the office ail summer simply m wortiile-sness that made them fear . yy,ere p, no doubt th.it a "high-level 
to of anything. Be this as it may, the order to be able to say, "I new take they had no right tn be there, and solf ndv influenced th- style'of the

p^e are m 0r..y

U,l ;< dangerous there. The chair
man 1 ves to humiliate people who 
are '.alien than he is. and sometimes 
rmmv.rs them just so that he Can 
make them stf«. "Big is 'dumb, 
'hort is smart " he. once' told an 
executive rl» had displeasad him.

use f)l laxatives seem* to increase u
liower incr*a»es, and a good many of 
lie powerful people I know not m), 
suffer ti'iin "*>«ll[>»ii'm. but ilivw

vacations.” h is part of tho suffering 
quotient.

might at any moment he found out.
rtruH as wxk nnd ordinary men.

self-pity influenced the style of the 
Nixon Whit' House, nnd self piiy in

their,success, a form <A self impwj 
luffrrinj. I have seen a motion pic
ture halted every monun* at St SO so 
that the director — a man of greet 
fame in the movie business — could 
co off and fight the daily battle with 
his recalcitrant bowels. As he left, 
the cast and the crew wished him 
success, and on bis return he would 
describe exactly what had happen'd, 
or not happened, in graphic detail. 
Gradually 1 came to realite tint 
knowledge of the daily slate of bis 
bowels was a kind of status symbol. 
Think of it: actually being able to 
force people to discuss this as if it 
were a subject of fascination. What 
greater proof of power!

As if that weren’t enough, a gmop

Th* complaints of [exert* fol people 
*><«m tlr«i, hiuk>< and overwork 
are mostly bt/gus, and when they're 
re»l. they're sc if-imposed, ft's * 
form cd guilt.

wvh, wm perhaps uizohv tou-Jy 
bpeukin* for (he president when he 
remarked, “The winner is the only

The feeling is that while it may be till right 
to have power, it is wroni to enjoy it.

unique in tins Many uf th.-
people we think are powerful turn out 
on-closer examination to bn merely 
frightened and anxious. It is a mis
take to assume that the position and 
the person arc the same thing. A 
man may have money, a great p ea- 
tion of authority, but if we notice that 
his hands arc constantly fidgeting on

-."»'r. health is usually taken as a 
' 'm of having it. Years ago. I 
v- y.- seeing Robert F. Kennedy 
. r.-'.- x room full of people in 
:n<-. all of them rich and healthy, 
I r.' ucing that he positively radi- 
f pod health and energy. "Ged!” 
met'd the woman beside me. 

.. k what power dues to sou. I wish

‘ a curious sign of our admira- 
far power that we associate 
■ isc health; in former times, 
• was popularly supposed to 
to worry, illness, premature 
and baldness', rather like mas- 

iim. Tiday. we expect the 
■ful to glow with health, and

r! rt«arch«> has found that power 
(and "achievement orientation") 
correlates very highly with serum 
uric acid, the substance in the blood 
that is responsible for gout, and 
which is considered "a possible risk 
factor in coronary heart disease." 
Serum uric acid is high among 
Powerful, successful men. and at its 
lowest among the unemployed, a de
pressing piece of information for the 
ambitious to consider. Blood pres
sure and serum cholesterol both in
crease among those who have 
"responsibility for others" in a work
ing situation, which makes it hardly 
surprising that nearly 30 per cert ef 
the businessmen who responded to 
one nationwide survey felt that their 
jobs "bad adversely affected their 
health."

The kinds of jobs that lead to 
power naturally involve stress and 
responsibility, bul l strongly suspea 
that the businessmen who felt thrir 
health was affected were simply re
sponding to the "suffering quotient.” 
This is an extension of the Purim . 
pleasure-pain principle, in which

Yet love ft we do. Tn the words of 
novelist Patrick Anderses. ‘‘It s like 
a woman rou waat to stay in bed with 
ftrircr. Bui that's not alt. not for the 
best pooplg. Thore's all you can do 
with power, if you're smart and 
tough and kicky. You get kicked in 
the moth every day. but sometimes 
tbore il be those moments when 
you've doit everything right, when 
everything'breaks yocr way. and 
then'you're scaring, you've won your 
game, whether or not anyone else 
knows it or tmdarstands it or even 
■givos a damn.”

Parhaps bortia lite a key to tho 
difficulty we have m coping with 
power — it is pertaps the most per
sonal desire we have, since even the 
intimacy of sex is usually shared 
with someone else. Power, by con
trast. is a private passion, the win
ning and the lasing are internal, only 
we can know whether or not we've 
won cur game.

individual who is truly alive. I've

'j'/r/ni Etri up 
dctlullv,

mate pestle fri-l good 
•Ives, whatever the real 
health, and constant ex-

Fok Erikson has

the system won-

Ukcs its toll too. 
pointed out that

Martin Luther, a man with an enoj- 
mous nml and drive for power, suf
fered all his life from constipation, a 
melortime which obsessed the"great 
refermer to the'poir.t that his spiritu
al MeakthrxiRh took place while be 
was u"ej on t!>e toilet. Enkwn 
;r out that Utlw was "comtiul- 
i i'ly rrt-r.iivt," tlut he stored up 
hr. er.'-ig.es and his knowledge as if 
a w-re that they would someday be 
released in a single, explosive mo
ment.-a purgative flash that would at 
or .e cleanse Luther himself and the 
Church.

pleasure must be expiated by aa 
’ ofoquivalcnt or greater amour.’

pain, and implies that all power, 
insofar as it is enjoyed, must be 
justified by suffering.

The basic proposition is simple — I 
am not supposed to like power, 
though it's wh,U I most want, there
fore 1 must pretend that it has been 
thrust upon me by others against my 
will; and 1 must convince everyone 
around me that it is a painful burden, 
that I'm suffering on their behiif. 
The feeling is that while it may be all 
right to have power, it is wroug to 
rnjoy it

Not surprisingly, many powerful 
people are hypochondriacs. On the 
vne hand, they want to command and 
control; on the other, they want to be 
comforted and appreciated. One way 
of bridging these conflicting de-

"Power!" says the Rev. John J. 
McLaughlin, tie controversial Jesuit 
who was a deputy spacial presiden
tial assistant, aad seemed to function 
as chief exorciai to the defunct Nixon 
White House. "What do we know 
about it? We don’t know anything 
about it. We have sex education — 
why don't we have power eduentiox? 
You can train yourself to handle 
power." True enough, though one 
wonders, judging from Father 
McLaughlin's sopport for such 
temporal matters as the Christmas 
bombing of Hanoi, the mining of Hai
phong and the president's stand on 
Watergate, whether he himself is 
able to perceive the difference be
tween what be describes as "two 
views of power ... an opportunity 
for an ego-trip, and an opportunity 
for service."

We don't m fact know much about 
power. No sooner had the scandal of 
Watergate, been revealed than ser- 
norn oepn to appear oa the evils of 
power, as if the white House under 
Richard M. Nixoa had been the pal
ace of Nebuchadnetzar. Yet what was 
Watergate but an example of the 
price of impotence? The rationale for 
the burglary — and all that followed

said this to our ball club. Every time 
you win. you're reborn; when you 
lose you die a little."

But power is not based on winning 
all the time. A' man who has to win 
every buttle is asking the impossible 
of himself and the world, and is likely 
to wllrpsc the first time he encoun
ters detest. A powerful man. by defi- 
aition, is able to survive failure and 
humiliation, to draw some deeper 
wisdom from them, to practice what 
John F. Kennedy called "grace 
uedsr pressure."

The essence of power is the ability 
to cope with the demands of hie. not 
to react like a paranoid at every real 
or imagined threat, or waste one's 
life and m.-rry trying to submit 
everything to one's own control. The 
world is a disorderly and dangerous 
place, and always has been, and the 
man of power must learn to live in it 
comfortably. It is one thing to have a 
sense of order, but quite'anoth-w to 
impose that sense of order on the rest 
of the world — no amount of power is 
sufficient for that, and one can only 
fail in the attempt. We can only con- 
troL others to a limited degree, and 
the world is full of men who seem 
powerful in their little world, hut are 
in feet chained to their desks like 
galley slaves to the oar. On and on 
they labor, far into the night, be
cause they fear one moment of inat
tention or hesitation will undermine 
their power.

One could see these traits in for-

eve. that he crorfs and uncrow-i 
his leg1; as if suffering from a bad

telephone rings, he Can't make up his 
mi.nl whether to pick it up or ignore 
it. we can then. 1 think, safely con
clude that he is not a man of power.

However humtile our own position, 
we have a chance of getting whatev-

recognize this, how long it takes us to 
learn the difference between real and 
simulated pewr, what opportunities 
we waste!

We have to learn to fipht subtly, 
ruthlessly, constantly for our own. As 
nations carry on diplomacy and war 
to maintain their own independence, 
so we too must play the games of 
power in order to be ourselves, to 
avoid “being lived by events, rather 
than living them.” Wn.it is at stake is 
our ability to be the person we want 
to be. rather than being the person 
others want us to be. What we all 
want is what Rollo May describes as 
“sense of significance . . . a person's 
conviction that he nxmis lof mhu*-. 
thing, that he has an effect on others, 
and that he can get recognition from 
his fellows.”

Thus, trivial as power games may 
sometimes '.ccm. ’.hey are a means

totr President Nixon
rusts 
trol.' 
top.'

the endless
— the joyless- 

.ruggle for con-
the compulsive need to be "on 
the tortured attempts to dis-

guise even small defeats as victories 
of some kind, the endless plea- for 
sympathy and understanding, the 
feeling that life is nothing but n 
tough challenge, in which hard work 
and the will to win count for every
thing.

It is not power — perhaps not even 
the abuse of power — that is at the 
root of the khiu House horrors. 
"The thing that is completely misun
derstood about Watergate." said for
mer Whit: House special counsel 
Charles Colson, "is that everybody 
thinks ihe people surrounding the 
oresident were drunk with

both our fredom of action and our 
ability to effect change. We learn, 
early on in the schrzilyard, that 
things often go badly for bystanders, 
that engaging ourvelv'-s in events 
may lead to tneir turning out in our 
favor, rather than against us. When 
you pick up the telephone, write a 
letter, join in a conversation, you arc 
— like it or not — initiating a game, 
at the end. ..r vi.irh yon win cither 
feel pleased with yourself or have the 
nagging .sense that you have some
how been diminished, reduced in sig
nificance. Nothing is static: every 
action makes us more'or less than we 
were before. Even the most mundar o 
office is a place in which to test our 
power. Every moment in the day 
offers, us the opportunity to try our 
skills, to enjoy our triumphs, to learn 
something hum defeats — for wc 
cannot always be victorious.

Most of us think power lies else
where. in the next office, on the floor 
■^Nwr in ihn W^i»a H.x..-^ l



drr U and uU the udi known #.**a»ina-
Uvh attempts.

It even went into one episode t>-t 
w av not an assassination attempt. 1 Mt 
mus the shooting of Ifec Chilean rh-H 
of staff, Gen. Kent* Srhnctdcr. in 1?X 
as part of a bundled effort to sii;c a 
kidnapping that would provoke a cu> 
taty coup awinsl the Allende regime

In handling the ''investigation Sett 
Church behaved with exemplary re-

Uwt the vumnnM'-c inquiry. despite iLe 
comments of the President and X ice 
President, did not find there was clear 
presidential rrsponuhddy fur all (he 
actions taken by the CIA in the ao» 
suuUqo area.

But even Sen. Church wild not ad
mit that the bureaucratic Interplay be
tween a President and a secret Intelli
gence agency waa inevitably * matter

passed by the CIA '••» !h“>r w: u j..: 
O L::!;^ It r-aivte U; r* '"-m a 
time when tapes wf probah!: n- ; !.«•■ 
mj mad? It rtlrrs to a I):./.;. MiAi 
live Hviia) Ide of Nixon parvis that 
Secretary of Stat ? Henry Kb*<n.' ;
•Ays he didn’t even know existed.

The upshot of the lubpocns ft to 
throw the hot potato back to the White 
House Now it any secrets remain un-

• I b» I hr /
row rMahl;

n.wr.'junnv f->r i-.mm.'nd a: .; <•. : 
V---*, »u«-r the I J V. In the bar.rim 
vm;;M be a ollie (lent made tn tbr 
ruh'l nn:h ‘hat -ome kind of hx .* a’. 
uaj< tn. and that ail the courry - 
problems can he solved If only there ; 
a tough iitvruication of the bad gi<s

• t»O r*n lAtirptlwi. Jim.

Jack Anderson

... And a Return to the Shadows
The Central Intelligence Agency 

may come out of its penitent period 
with its powers and privileges »UU m- 
Uct.

The calls for reform have produced 
more promises than changes. Abuser 
have been halted, but the causes- ha*/ 
gone uncorrected.

All the white, the CIA has been #’> 
ping back Into the shadows. The scan
dal weary publfch tiring of sordid scy 
stories. The investigations on Capitol 
Hill are running out of steam.

‘ Sensing that the worst is over. CIA 
chief William Colby Is trying to put 
the lid hack on. President Eord has 
joined him in warning that the investi
gations could impair the collection of 
vital intelligence.

Colby contends that the chastened 
>py agency won’t again overreach tu 
legal limits. There is nothing wrung 
with the CIA. he insists, that the right 
indoctrination and discipline can’t 
cure. Once the authorities on high co- 
Ime the agency's mission with a lit:!# 
more clarity and lay down the cic:ua 
that abuses wunT be tolerated, prem
ise* Colby. the CIA can he counted 
upon to operate within consuiuiwul 

constraint*.
I have talked with Colby, and I am 

quiche means this. In my opinvaa.be 
will work within the CIA to make st a 
better, mure responsible agency.

Yet it was only 14 years ago Hut the 
CIA went through another upheaval. 
The blunder of all CIA blunders was 
the Bay of Pigs invasion. Prr^nt 
Kennedy was so angry alter the fiasco 
that he threatened “to splinter the 
CIA in a thousand piece* and waiter A

Instead, he confronted the CLVa ci
vilian watchdogs. “Something is 
gravely wrong inside the CI A, and 1 in
tend io find out what it b.” he pro
claimed. “I cannot afford another Bay 
of Pigs."

Ue perwnaJJy attended many of the 
civilian advisory board's secret >e> 
•duns and helped to fashion reforms 
that were imposed upon the ClA. He 
charged his brother, Robert, with the 
responsibility to see that the reforms 
were put into effect. The younger Ken
nedy shook up the agency from top to 
bottom.

Yet throughout the very throes of 
these reforma. the CIA used th# Mafia 
to make several attempts on the hie of 
Cuban Premier Fidel Castro. And the 
worst excesses of the CIA. including 
the Illegal spying on American cith- 
ens. occurred during the next 10 years.

Now the Rockefeller Commission is 
pn-pared once again to rely on a 
“strengthened** civilian advisory board 
to make the CIA behave. The Rockefel
ler reformers would grant the board 
full powers for "auttMOS the quality 
of foreign intelligence collection.*

There is something dismayingly fa
miliar about this. Back in 1961. the 
board was reformed with powers, ac
cording to the old charier, to “conduct 
a continuing review and assessment of 
foreign intelligence activities.*

In other words, the board has always 
had the powers Nelson Rockefeller so 
piously would now bestow upon it. He 
should be aware of this, since he has 
served on the board- He should also be 
famiEar with iu history' °f acquiesenct 
to the CIA.

Periodically. CIA officials have been.

called before the board for question
ing. The sestons have always been so
ber but sympathetic, with the sxlaMy 
th.it rbarachT’io gentlemen who 
sh-uv ;rave secrets. *

Participants have assured us that 
they have often pressed reform* upon 
the CIA. But apparently, these have 
been more structural than substantive. 
The CIA officials always listen sol
emnly to their civilian advisors. There
after. the officials call meeting*, issue 
directives, move the furnilure around 
and otherwise create the impression 
that changes will be made. And then 
they quietly return to their same old 
routines.

The cozy relationship between the 
watchdogs and the watchccs is exem
plified by the board’s executive secre
tary. Wheaton Byers. My associate, Jim 
Grady. asked him for the phone num
bers of board members to we could s> 
licit their comments

Byers indignantly refused, saying we 
wrote a “scurnkuY’ column that 
printed classified information. Evi
dently'. tie considered rhe phone num
bers of the members classified, since 
he refused to give them out. We 
reached several of them anyway: with 
rare exception, we found them as pro
tective as Byers toward the CIA.

This seems to be the attitude of ev- 
rnone close io the CIA. They KfCc 
with Culby, who wants to make it a 
crime for newsman to publish classi
fied information. The legislation he 
has in mind, of course, would author- 
ire the CIA director to determine what 
should be cbu.fl' d.

Th-.* would give the nation's spy 
chief total cense “ship power over all 
new# that comes out of the CIA. As his

way of reform, in other wopck h 
would put the emphasis not on conY^c- 
in; CIX abuses but on keeping thna 
uut of the newspapers.

Certainly he can argue (hat tbeG.k 
would not be under fire today if i# 
had already possessed this extrs«ib 
nary power. The abuses would kne 
cone unpublished. uninveMigatod m 
theicfivr uncorrected.

The Rockefeller Commission, tf h 
isn't willing to go quite » fv jq 
Colby, comes perilously close. The ceca- 
mission wants tu make it a 
offense fur employees or former e®- 
plovers of the CIA willfully to d»xxi*‘ 
io any unauthorized person dsuiftw! 
information pertaining to foreum irtrl 
licence or the collection thrr^ «&■ 
lamed during the course of their em
ployment."

If the CIA is to regain the trust e* 
the people, it must Allow m<VY. ^-r 
levs hahi on its activities. No tCti 
nation has been as successful as ie 
Lnilvt! Suits in maintaining a ire- 
s<»virty. It requires a powerful! sv. 
Uxht tu expose the abuses 64: 
threaten c-ur freedom.

• Footnote: The Rockefeller Cw*J« 
sion has abo come out, four ^ri?: 
a.i.uiht d<,mr?tic spying. But the hx- 
anhWKibtwn leaves a handy IftHic - 
which permits a little benign $?,»\tt. 
there should be “a clear daRjK : 
Agency facilities, operations or y^ry . 
nel *<R course, Him was prepyeT e 
ialie'iak'uid by the CIA to bc^i 
illegal domestic spying in the 2.- 
place. Wha*. the CIA needs. cSe>^. 
a toujt new charter spelling ew :- 
ruins and w rongs of intelligent*^', 
aliens.

C If-K Cr>it*f y*ttun Sradv**
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CIA: The Assassination Hot Potato...

'H 
ii. 
;f . 
MS 
o:

|>L
IIS-

The Senate Invesfiatva Into O' 
Lw."in<ilioiis is nir.nc.t into the 
xinds vi wntUMon. That ^ t—e mnw*i' 
ste meaning of the Mba.xr.1 .cued 
tho other day for new kwss to Fresr- 
dent Nixon's tapes and papers. The 
larger meaning is that esea the most 
responsible authorities are un«iir.n{ 
tv acknowledge that some issues are 
too delicate and complex fee the rights 
and wrongs to^>c settled by mere in
destination.

The starting point of the assassina
tion muddle is Vrcsioce: lend. Ite 
made it known—;n an offhand way 
that verges on irresperv-biuty—that 
the CIA had been involved tn assassi
nation plots against f>vr„n leaders. 
When an outcry' arose, as s', was bound 
tv he assigned iiwesttgatton of the 
matter to the Rockefeller Commission 
looking Into domestic mrnvriehrt by 
the Ct A. The implication was that the 
Rockefeller Commission avoid get to 
the bottom of the issasiutwa busi
ness. . . s

In fact the commissoa want an tncn 
deep and then stopped for lack of time 
and sUff. So Mr. Ford passed the Issue 
to a select Senate cwrmKrr beaded 
by Frank Church iTHdahc'. which was 
looking Into the appropriate crjinitk 
tion of the intelligence corimunity.

At that time, Mr. Ford said that he 
"did not want to be a Monday momieg 
quarterback" on the Kh-as of Fast 
Fresidents. The only rts«i«e infer
ence was that past Fro:dents were 
mixed up In the assassination business 
and that the Senate ccmr-iree would 
make a definitive jud^xen; on their 
rule.

The committee did urdcruke a full
scale investigation. wire s larce amt 
competent staff «'<:?. kvtjj to the 
must privileged mater xl It examined 
the actions of All the ’̂. 'var ^vji-

Bj A1'A br Ui WU*J#bht» tewtw

.. . and abroad.
The CIA at home...

sponilbiUty. Tie refuses!, miraculous to 
say. television -bearings that vocid 
have been a socks sensation and made 
his name a household word. He 
worked closely with opposition sees 
tors, notably John Tower of Texas, tv 
produce unanimous dcciiior.s.

His one impropriety was to say that 
the CIA had behaved as ~a ror-e e e 
pliant.” No doubt that put the evr ;.•>

e/ willful, knowing ambiguity—a tran> 
action where neither party wanted to 
knew too much of the other’s actions. 
Kather than merely kay that, he is 
tv* nig out by demanding, through 
subuvena of the White House, docu
ments from the Nixon proidenev 
• meh are relevant tu the Schnviur.

languuge of the subpoena 
stium fur efi'd It tcIsTn !j

3A3

plumbed, ’f any loose end? remain 
untied, the White House can ba 
blamed.

TurnibHit is (air play, and Presi
dent Tord is only getting no* what he 
asked for when he handed the commit
tee the asiunment in the f.r>t place. 
But it :> too ^ul ^-;chody c’n’c s*y 
i'.i’/n Hut ultrnMe resnon'ibih'o for 
tne aysi"'-"-'...'!!' ur ^ably can’t be



.del 
ned 

In 
cht

?n. 
the 
cd

cad Sou

nut .

ihxi

Oil Price
Decontrol

Hr.
Is Killed

agreed uUji Mr. ford that

a bill to retain corPmh

mo:

•wht’.e not hind-

inflation has net been dclv.it-: 
cd.’* Ncss n Mid the increase!

saved cne 
erins

cession.’"
He blamed the ri*c in gaso

line prices on administration'

। By Rldwid I* Lyon* 
W«ihln«tM r#«i Kill U fi.tr

Tin* Home yesterday killed 
President Ford’s plan to de
control the price of domestic

ntkliluiton i*c«;

fwater CIA counsel tan reace R. Hwsiva trstWjIwj.

’’irJlUion remains a serious 
problem ami not one that 
automatically disappears, as

White House press secretary; 
•Bon Xrwn told reporters'

ihan had been 
'anticipated.

Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey1 
(D-Minnk chairman of the( 
Joint Economic Committee,
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ter 
'he 
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living 1 
afficuls

Hine. prompting .idimni'H.inon 
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the 0.4 per cent increase registered in May and the 

, bigeest jump retail prices*
haie Uken in a month this

policies, 
wants the

stintulat 
। crease

j Council

lent 
ise lit

performance ’Mi'appointed

sumcr price

third* of (loinAtir pHnlurnon.

OAA: 
V-’ or

MV be 
pas of 
od^am

F

should Hhou.m

ildicd. he learn

dies carried on
t up 19

comments about .crease to mea

in IWJfil [r„. 
fullest pub- I <A|

^id ho approach-

ociate of

KosoHi

that lime. April.

CIA, Houston

inC

^Iftcr si^ "Ue ^“^ m3kC cro^r-es^.

rniwmy and Ana.naa j 
-.11 continue to increase



Mass . Hohmann I* a

dy

lul

ni.

•in

Sale at Chevy Chase Only

M . U cuihcl

nonmed that M 
to nominate i«

nicnl.
Baker.

of Pl tiuet on Inr.etMtv and 
the Vinxcnnly of Viremia Law

• Kill-. IIH

point. |)«At

Inter

I he

s piece place sluing

Sc up Spoon

111 .Mailer,

Honson 
aware 1 
Ilir plot had been n 
after hi

merit of teiiniirin'. and hd- 
win II.

de 
m- native of Youtu'ditwn, Ohio. 1700 Now Vote1 

HEAwoury
FoMmq Oxvn

I d<m’| think then 
Ihiiu; in his back.:

Houston * -.ceouhi

man of the I'ilhhuivii Corp. 
22 and Pittsburgh Vith»nal Bunk 
re PreMdont Ford ai«o an-r 

rs- onanced that he plain to nam 
ip- mate Jatin** I). IsbiMer to 
ire head the new Alcohol. Oru.’ 
to- \bu>e and Mental Health Ad- 

minottalnnL

!|(H MOV I rani Al

mental o»nvrtn5

member* at III 
rior Committee

popular K* 
nl Wyomr 

llathawax wa 
I wed for that kind

with

Senate (.dittirms Moihe"* /,„ //eh

areru’d

Julv rm

BALTO. CHA!

5 & Thos. Saltz 
Semi-Annual Sale

¥2 PRICE
Women’

U clini c. 
.Mathews

HKkiUO&
Dinner Kmle



Reopening JFk
Death Probe

P\ ( J - •: K.

r?v*:.ic?! Fo:d v.’^-mm uu

lion of Frv*:drr; kcr.nrdv on 
the LTvir u* th*: no ex drr.e 
h.l* Nvn VnXiuo’'! <O 0;'. 
the Masten Cawnvoh'n End

Pits* serretarx K-'n \t's^n 
made it clear that Mr Kent h 
not prepared to support a mu' 
section by Sea K«h«rd S 
SchwHkrr di Fa'. a nc:ulvi 
of the Senate intelluviue 
committee, that the invotua 
lion be reopened.

In response to a qwMion on 
report* that the Central Intel 
licence Agency wax invuhnl 
in nMtiix Kamst the lite of 
Cuban Premier Fidel Ca*tru 
at the type el the Kenned,' a> 
MiMtutivn. Xosen Mid Mr. 
Ford believed there "as ‘no 
evidence’* the Warren Coin-, 
mission findings "ere incur 
rrcL

Al 3 news conference in 
Apnl. Mr. Ford said that as a 
member of the Warren Com*

h. ncvr <c» lb Xt 
.la. s' -t P U .uh - \« .'. i.i.o
.-.t:.v *.' ' ■ !:< i’l • . nt\ M||>

• the .; ♦•♦•mm: and 
*a:.’ Mr F ’ d -’H hl Io st a* 
home "

!h cooper,itu:^ mill
So* ct loader l.i....... I I]
Nrrrb-cx ;d the Helsinki m»ui 
mH n toMCt • n; the ilhu ..o 
that substantive proavo In 
wanl greater suuriH in Em 
mne has been made, rrrxnlrnt 
Ford << takor: to b.nkuafd. 
not tor*aid. ot the search lor 
a tenurne, pMvr." Jackson 
said

JacVon called the lanuuji^r 
on boule:* "ambi^uou*”

The rivMdrtd and Mr* 
Ford are scheduled to lit hi 
Bonn Saturday and tn visit 
Warsaw. Buch.nrsi and Bel 
evade as well ax Helsinki 
l hc> Mdl S* a*ay hom W:uh 

uu'lcn Ui dj\x.

SQVAKE BEAL—President Ford accept* ll.il display 
from I ntutr farmers of America sump during Row 
(i.iidm cerrmony. National president Alpha TrhrUr. 1#.

Qu.

. the Helsinki

lioHnunin

Later the Mini

30 the in Cra-h

that t! found no cirdibb

In other developments. \«

Alexander 
meet hint at :cr thu month to

rope 
linn

the I 
’Ford A su

which the Soviet I

IKH SIOV Front Al
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•tly pi.iJ

■vritcr for Heir-. Cabot Led. 
lord) campaign. hret Heir

Kxeird Re i

Lodge is remembered 'lore tn hiiro 
slept throned trie campaign than tor 
haunt made rousing speeches, this credit 
would better have, remained unmen
tioned.

Interestingly. Henry Cabot Lodge is 
also remembered as being in charge of 
JFK s Saigon bungle which resulted in 
the murders of the brothers Diem and 
Nhu. All ol which brings us back to Ihr 
Tran uj Autumn.

A rumor in Saigon at the time of the 
coup held that the Ngo Dinhs were liqui
dated because they were playing footsie ' 
with HaHbi. McCarty devotes three lines 
to this, which is about two lines more 
than it deserves. The rumor, however.- 
convinced some doubters on the scene 
that the assassinations were justified.

yon t icrc w i» a murder i.: 
l iger Lady, bitter over the : 
sination ol her husband and 
in law, commented that ius; 
served, or 'voids to that cilec:

Di-.iv. fl-

: brother- 
had been

McCurry has expanded this theme.

far running down yet another "true" 
story <>f Kennedy's death, ho- the

I)

Runs wt* rreruiled in umuci.iu- 
Oswald. The tale is gripping and im
plausible enough to make a good 
movie script.

In order to explain why is; avengers 
; were busy recruiting Oswald in late bep-

The real reason the News were (V|ltber one month before tfcv had any- 
removed ic that the Knights ol Camelot avrn»e Mct'arrv has to intro-
were persuaded to believe that Diem was 
no more than a self-seeking petty dicta
tor and Nhu was a mere chief of a brutal 
secret police force. Not much imagina
tion is needed to guess the source of this, 
characterization. The usual charges of 
corruption. Swiss bank accounts and 
police brutality were made, and the 
Knights succeeded in convincing Presi
dent Kennedy that this appraisal was 
accurate. Diem and Nhu had to go.

A plot in August had failed, but the
one in November would not. In the
meantime, an embarrassing visitor 
showed up in the United States.

The Tiger Lady, the glamorous wife of 
Nhu and President Diem’s state hostess, 
arrived frem Europe where she had been

duce horovcopcv. geomuntics on.! other 
iidiologic.il nonsense. Tins business 
enables the avengers to odJo even. 
Jeanne Dixon. They are able to predict । 
not only th.it (hey will have something to • 
avenge, but who they will have to kill 
(JFK), where (Dallas), and when (No- 
vetnber 22).

McCarry also suggests that the Rus
sians recruited Ruby (courtesy of the 
Mafia, but without the Godfather's 
O.K.) to kill Oswald and thereby "take 
the heat oil" themselves, if tins is what • 
the Russians were interested in. it is the 
least thing they would have done.

An;itoli A. Gromyko (yes. Andrei's 
son) in Ins Through iimsten Tie<..Tresi-

warmly received. (Even in Communiil. i/rnl Keonrdi's I,t><6 r>avt th
Yugoshvia at the Parliamentary Con--question.
cress she was given a standing ovation.) 
Ollicial Washington, from the President 
on down, constrained by guilt .mJ shame 
over the as-yet unexecuted conspiracy.

■ a Pi'
*1 low could it hap 

rent perpetrator o:

•jws wrarv. I...-.asionally 
•ous name dmpp ng. not so 
-ic as of wine, loud and

Programed sec. a la Masters and John
son. intrudes as an extraneous distrac
tion in imitation of today’s crummy 
literature. The Hero's character is net 
entirely even. He is both a pood guy and 
a CIA man. a currently extinct species. 
He wou'dn't think of using a gun. but he 
is nest beyond asking his agents to use a 
little clove-range bird shot in the face, 
said not to be fatal but capable of much 
core, temporary blindness and "a lol of 
pain and shock." You'd better believe it.

He wouldn’t support a regime that tor
tures political prisoners, yet he isn't 
above kidnapping and torturing his own

man. in:

middle, 
bed mat

He is an "entirely sentimental" 
crested solely in the facts, ma'am, 
manages to develop a maudlin 
ins jlMion tor his erstwhile 
of convenience as well as a senti-

mental passion for his dead President and 
his country. Even ei-ClA men can’t be 
all bad.

McCarty solves all the mysteries sur
rounding the deaths of Diem. Nhu and 
Kennedx executing one. Who in the world 
did E. Howard Hunt ex pec I to convince.

JI tori DT Wath<*?ton. DC..

H,,
ultrfr.

• h^n

did not ;r«t her. The State D. 
acknowledged her presence, 
by calling a conference of edm 
that she be buried on pace 
responded by canceling her a;

furnish evidence
payment 
however.

22. CBS 
ppearance

that it should be taken sen 
now II that's the ca.e, th 
ioins Harold kkeisber.

o.i “Face the N Hion." 2nd the p rc^s gen- 
orally showered her with derision

Buch.m.iu. bred took. b
Ldw.trd Epstein, and a host o

in ('.Allax.
■red
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Anouicr s\viich"O; i inc u\dii.
, a E...4 -
I KU ’/*• V'-4 ''’hi'H iH'M
Fcdr.*.i| Gr:m«in) uh^-i 
It.u.Iuk:’ to >?v:t
l.mp-.e ar J to winch n'-G.oos 
<>t that rmpue*t v-^nui m;S 
mt* listen n'k of thnc
iibrrno or r»M hv^ Iho 
station, vb^h ha* k>m bean a 
VvKonfd thorn in the lb'b of 
the Soviet imperialists, not 
least because it Joes nut waste 
it* time on exhortation, rant or 
propaganda, oficrmt Mislead 
th# dissemination ul newt to 

'.nations deprives! of it, lives a 
precarious existence; its funds 
are provided by the United 

J States, but voted annually by 
'Conxren, and the spitit of 
appeasement now rife in that 
bojy has i exulted in a pro 

ilpnged campaign to have th# 
'funds cut ott and the station 
consequently shut down.
#1 wrote here almost exactly 
three years apt about the 
attempt being made at that 
time to destroy RFE, an 
attempt led by Senator FuF 
bright. It failed then, and 

•failed again a year later, when 
Fulbright returned to x the 
Strack; he has, of course, div* 
appeared from Congress since 
■then, but 4 learn that another 
assault ».< to be made shortly. 
Such pressure has been fuelled 
in the' cast by massive cam* 
paigns or “disinformation*’ on 
the part of the authorities in 
tbo.ee countries to which KFE 
beams its piercing ray of truth, 
and it can be safety assumed 
that the same thing is happen* 
»»$ now. Since I think that a 
further word in REE’s svnpvrt 
is in order, it will do no harm 
to present 5om# derails of pre* 

J vious campaigns of that kind, 
• particular)* since I have tea* 

mhi to believe that the Polish 
Embassy in this country is 
even now trying tw p.et some of 

, the s:;u? kind u* material
“planted ” in the Krtti'h press.

Ar the end cd T»72 the oJiici 
of the editor of the principal 
Toli*h-lan<uage dady in the 
United Stotts wax broken into ; 
a hurer n» its editor from Jan 
Numak. director tf the FoUxh 
section of REE. was stolen. 
Early in HZ I. the letter vac

Fet^ur; <•»< >. .i -•■erupt (’’at 
.-4 a Fou%h 

reiser v bad b v 1

di^t^ht Now ■* siud the REE 
(the (mgetv, l"r inaanve. sug* 
grtted that Fulbright was a 
Cemmtfnitt <*r <’ommuiM<t nc;- 
pathirer). and th# operation 
was timed tn coincide with ?u 
“official” mu by Nowak to 
th# United States and with 
bearings in the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee on REE 
and its future. Fulbright, un- 
tiers landejdv^made great ptav 
with th# letters, using them to 
attack RIK; he then, of 
course, believed them all to be 
genuine, but it is much to be 
regretted that; even when he 
was later supplied with proof 
of the forgery, he made no 
letractinn.

The forget tes were typed on 
,the headed writing paper of 

RFE ; (he same technique had 
been used in an earlier, similar 
campaign, when other fmged 
letters were circulated, pur* 
porting |n be from the head cd 
the European vlaff—oil# to th# 
president «»f the company 
through which REE operates 
in the United States, and the 
other to the Turkish Foreign 
Ministry. (I hex# referred to 
plans for moving REE’s head
quarters to Turkey; no such 
plans existed, but the cam* 
paign served bnth to ah:m 
KFE’t staff, who feared that 
the statinn was about to he 
expelled‘limn Germane, and to 
disturb United Ntace.<«T:tcktsh 
relations.)

A parallel campaign was 
launched recently Jn Ctecbt* 
xlovaku. using Erwin Mank, a 
spy svhuin th* Czech in.’elii* 
s-me servant had mm'neit M 
infiltrate into Federal Ger- 
many (he had presented him* 
self as a victim of polilicd 
persecution) tn lOotf; hr go: 
into contact with a number of 
genuine Creth exiles, inclu-h'g 
some who worked for RIE. 
Unknown to them, he, taped 
telephone moversaftmis with

department rrr*/-.’•:•< to V»ar* 
*aw and Som 'ri as the s g- 
r.atmy to a -vsmphlet which 
attempted r.* cuvWtt RIE 
.•rd even in. w.ed allegations 
that Nowak fxi been a Nari 
collaborator ^v.Jt the wav. 
UI# wax a pi-iAuiirly coura
geous member of the Polish 
u hkrjrcunc ‘-i was decorat
ed tor hi* nm;w» by both

• Toland and fS\.r M
And no*. a* I say, it it due 

‘to begin *p;t. In a sen*e. 
these cam^ws** axaic.st KFK 
ar# the h.iV< tribute the 
otganeatwn c.v d be paid; it 
it realty >r v Ae crude prop
aganda m.i.r..K that it has 
bec»> called ,'rt only by its 
enemies art t’r Fast but aUo, 
alas, by roe m»y in the 
Wot), the b.‘-:t uttpeciahsM 
an-l their er--a- a! governors 
would not wk w fiercely to 
destroy it. r.v need to. Rut 
KEF. serve* Vw vital pur- 
poses; irx b‘vudca$M get the 
truth acres* ?r frontiers u( 
the subtnkater -aliens of East- 
etn Euro?#. rr-J they help to 
ke-p hop? *J faith alive 
among rhe pr;e.> who oke^the 
li'k of )i'.?.'?i io them, 'hi 
other worex •,?-<* du exactly 
what the n?; broadcasts to 
occupied i .rv?? during the 
Second U'A:d War did. end 
they rest as tie same- found- 
ation wbi.t ?* t’e ave.-datwe 
vf mere |w v.;»".Ja (the pev 
ph* of $»>i rt eutupe do n“l 
uerd rn bf ?.<*a •'ow trim rhe<r 
j.'C is, n.v . A'tnr.oui a.* 
thrir opnvrsx.x *■, j;tJ the use 
instead of .s •.•grammes di*- 
playing rirta rg and accurate 
knowledge .-. ihcse things hi 
their own ,’.•-. .‘•.tie* which arc 
MinctalrE :-c.-t them tit 
w.i* th;* '.’i: made the 
BSC b'-o.*c.. <• so euecri*?; 
when h-T • in ihe or. ti

lt U,U,M Ec J 'C.a'MK '•.» lo 
She ^*.;.i e^ rr. v.,.t 
!*.<»:...»H»m {‘•jt appears u be 
iiv-.^H in the United States 
wet# to ka.I <o A-'cvtea’*. 
abandonment ’wc Radi.* Fite 
i invr«'. and I ho.*# Senator 
<.u k*onw and vthev* .n C.m^h'U 
who arc dntuibrd bv the new 
trend mH stand turn against 
attrupts to Cut off KIE\ 
funds. Above all, 1 hop# that 
when, at some inKal "hwitni, 
letters or other documents 
somcidentaHr appear which 
seem to Ui'CiwEt RFE or 
member* of its j;4l. similar 
campaigns of the past lull t# 
remembered. Foe t say that 
(Sr closure or restriction of 
KEF. would k * xerwHis fuss io 
the wot Id, .mJ s.s it would. It 
would also, however, and much 
more seriously, to a <i:w(ro 
phic blow io th# mm ale of (h# 
people who depend on it to 
keep alive within themsrlve* 
ths* tiny sparks of hope, 
cwurag# and punx't which 
enable them to go on living mi 
thru* commur.^t darkness 
w.thout succumbing o total 
dc'pair. At. few vr*U ago. I 
received, by a circaibMiv umlc, 
a letter from CrechostuxAu in 
which the writer was good 
enough to say that mv words 
on the subiixt.cif his <u.«rcvrc<t 
sound* ‘trial for him and his 
friends jink such a purpose. If 
that is so. if (hat can be done 
by my words, in EngU*h and 
tn a newspaper which has to 
be smuggled into Cmthis 
xlov.ikia in single cor:e>. of 
bow much greater ritest, and 
ui what genuine aud lasting . 
uurth. most be tK* words that 
suvh people can heoc .n their 
own language. Inxii Kad:o j 
Ftee Europe. I (:?;'.<• believe 
lh.it the United States, on 
who** geneawirv. nJ tei rf m 
freedom, RFE depend^ "sudd 
ws*h the spatk to b< v.\t*u^ 
wished.

C' Time* Neu*juprrs 1 id. Wi



COiGi^J. Cl^hns P-nt AcnirV.'t Castro

• rl ^7 ■Cuba?
7\- Ct \ .u-aftcd .1 two- 

r-.n ass.i ..I'l.itiuu ti-.ml 
Cu’ri i i a-i i*"-iiccws- 

t..i j::i’:n;t to till Premier 
F./.-l C.w:r>. a retired Air 
rrCTVobwl s iys.

L E'.e;!.rr I’routy said 
aiSrrrd.iv that ir: "late 1'bO 
er early 1*0," while serv
ing in rhe Defense Depart
ment’s Office of Special 
Operations, lie handled a 
CIA Request for a small, 
specially equipped Air 
Perce plane th it was used 
ft kind two Cuban exiles on 
a read neor Havana.

The two exiles svere 
"equipped with a high- 
powered nfle nnd telescopic 
sights", and "knew how to 
prt to tbuiMmj in Havana 
which overlooked a building 
where Castro passed 
dady.” Prouty, now an offi
cial with Amtrak, said in a 
telephone interview.

THE PLANE, an LfS 
"heliocourier," returned 
safely to Eclln Air Force 
Hase in Florida. Prouty 
said, but the "Cuban exiles 
as far as I know were pick
ed lip between where they 
were left off nnd town." 

He said that one of the 
would-be assassins was 
named Oscar Spijo nnd that 
the plane had been flown by 
"mercenaries" on the CIA 
payroll

Prouty added that he 
knew of "one or two" other 
assassination attempts to 
a gainst Castro following the 
Hay of Pigs but said he did 
pct know the details cf 
those missions because he 
had not worked on them di-

It WING JUST i : -.■I 'd 
froi:1 5 ? h'rt> < ( <:■ ' n- 
i':s tv toe I'" ' .Ml-r 
Commission. Uchi's de* 
neiir.o'd b.hi'rr mill pro
fanities and rel.-rr-.1 to I nn 
as "Killer Schorr" f ir re- 
porting th.it the "CIA pwi 
around killing people "

Schorr lias reported on a 
number of occasions that 
President Ford is concern
ed that an unlimited investi
gation cf CIA activities 
could uncover ngcncy in
volvement tn foreign assas
sinations.

"It put me a little upset." 
Prouty said of Helms’ nt- ■ 
tack on Schorr, adding that 
he was ".positive" Helms 
knew about the mission.

At the time. Helms was 
nn assistant to CIA Deputy 
Director cf Plans Richard 
Bissel. But Prouty said Bis
sel was preoccupied with di
recting UI flights over the 
Soviet Union, leaving 
Helms in almost total con
trol of clandestine opera
tions against Cuba.

Helms, who succeeded 
Bissell as head of the agen
cy’s so-called "dirty tricks" 
department and headed the 
CIA from tw to 1973. told 
reporters Monday that "as 
far as 1 know the CIA was 
never responsible for the 
assassination of any foreign 
leader,” n statement which 
technically does not rule out 
the possibility of an unsuc
cessful attempt on Castro's 
life.

HELMS ALSO was asked 
if there had been any dis
cussions of assassinations. 
He replied that "in govem-

m- rit tl.-m-are ; l
u:'<-rt!:-:;ij” li.i-o. mi.I in a

Wlifnan: of.-r r.-r-’nj. im.-rvtr.y tHu th.-i 
cd that Helms I: fa t an- b-’m h’:’!’1.".•••! due: 
swatted the sp«n.c ques- al-nK I i. ^.1 <,.• .trol 
ticn.’Helms snap,- -I b u s: P1’"' - ^'1 > "c i vet- 
• Tin not trying t > answer thcn-CIA Director 
your question.” Dulles.
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« , 1
Hehl as Spy

WEST BEUUlf - A »l 
yc.irold West Grrcnn who ' • 
worked as a chauffeur for 
the United Stales military 
authorities here has been ar
rested on suspicion of spy
ing for sn last European 
country, a Justice Ministry 
spokesman s-xid.

The man. Werner SchaMtz. 
was earning plans of U S. 
installations. information I 
about military personnel ; 
and a forged Swiss pasport 
when police arrested him 
last Thursday, the spokes
man said. Scbabtr has re
portedly denied the accusa
tion.

sswn.s 
it f'at 
cd by 
Allen

rectly.
Prouty retired from the 

Air Force in 19AJ and has 
since written a book called 
"The Secret Team.” detail
ing his experiences as Air 
Force liaison with the CIA.

Asked why he had waited 
until now to come forward 
with his story, Prouty said 
he had become incensed at
the verbal abuse directed at 
CBS ' newsman Danie! 
Schorr on Monday by for
mer CIA Director Richard
M. Helms.



■ ■ ’^r!^ x ^^-^ in ■ ;n-f

Sy iMcrtcn Xcrdrad*
Jv.: ’. -., i. ~*
WA$IUV'7?X — t’M.ui s>iiW’!'>“.{ she U.S. 

ev.icuic.cn r.vcr.:* \ jvr:? inv^b rv. I er 
cr.f (hir:;. t?c Na I cun in c^nic ^ f'^ rtvxtam here H * 
h rh-Mnvr.-j Crural Intd.^f^t -^^V tUhvoE CUjtcn E. 
‘»d-5UM'4AV«’?.- ,

M<Ma?i*:v; *N>e regaUr t^ttx'e t syecut ixusunt to 
CIA Dirt^r '1;:^ E. Cclby. Jenrr> wnrJ in Vietnam 
vut(i the :::•? « iswitt director c< Or AwtnvM aid mi* 
Sion, ard wr^rfssiXil sources m*1 Cat was cover for bis 
work in !?’fi..(t.\t.

The rM>cn t;r -acmnld a ClAcfMAl as deputy direc
tor of th? p J* m^enfj eviou^ U$i force could net be 
teamed tr^.n the U!l> Ho,^. State OcArtment or CIA.

Ore post; ole rx?iiy(Ai is that bust of the Vietnamese on 
U.S. evacuation lists are i^eU^^coakhi

An^assadar Pean Brown, usk force director, said at a 
State Departure: taelm* Thursday that 5VAVQ Veitnamese 

who may be admitted to the United States as so-called “high- 
risk" cajfs induce persons who have seneJin the Saigon 
government's ratjcral pol.ee. inceUgrae services and the 
Fhoemx pre cum. the Cl.Vs effort w therinate Viet Cong 
cadres by axxvaMtva and other rtexts. Brown said the 
number would.also induce Vietnamese e^pivx^s of the U.S. 
government, termer Saigon political tester* and Vietnamese 
intellectuals their

But Ur'-An cculd m clarify At basis ter setting the high* 
risk a figure at ^'A*A a decision Bro*a said was mace by 
President Ford. White House spokesmen simply explained. 
‘’This was tte figure that was armed if ter now.**

Better answers to these and other ^wsuves will te sought 
Friday by Sen Edward M Kennedy (IXVus.) :it a bearing-of 
his Senate subeveux^e on refugtek Xt^dy is reported to

jj^ykej;
tn f;.. .; . ••: a' it j?>> ri’lsl |\> rvj./j; . n "mris" sri at 
lavs r' t.-.-.—uuialii.-. fn m llrc.-s ta-k i.-t.r,

Ki'f’. is >So’"J Lite ,r::v t\i: ;'.. rilmriMriUn 
i(~;'-.-i":a hs ret miriurM re.ctu'-'es w.rh Vrt^ tr:-.m 
er.) I\‘ \ ■< Ccr; tn »»•._;?• s.-.:rnr—vi b- tf Ur.’rd Ma- 
t .id .’’V; n:rr..i:icn| aysn.ics to prelect \>etri,Trie 
v. bn are ret o .h i1..ted.

"i l.re cuobt to le » d.plcrucv c! treenr illation going on.” 
a Ker.-e/s a ce said. "so th •: tans of thcusarsts of Vietnamese 
ran stay in Vietnam end ne: think :^v have to flee.”

fiv-rtu-r.ul sources and ethers »M are in touch with the 
rrovisA-il Revolutionary Government tViet Cong) tn Pans i 
assert that the United States has made to dires t approaches I 
to the Cemmurists. yet secret talks might be under way. i

The he: that Communist forces have ret wt tried to cut off 
Ten Jon Sto airport and other evacuation routes has fueled 
reports of a secret understanding. Administration officials 
said the subject of negotiations was "too delicate” to UUt 
about.

Abruptly late Monday night, the sources said, the admin- 
Istratmn announced to Congress that ft warted to exercise 
special parole authority to admit as many as 1.D.M Viet
namese to the Cnitec! Stales.

After a secret brltlcj Tuesday by CIA. Stats Department, 
rt".iM ard Justice Ucpattmcnt olhcinls. the Senate Judi
ciary Committee agreed to endorse the administration request, 
which sources said was • presented to us. ret in consultation, 
but. as a hut accompli.”

At the trifling. Wtrsl Immigration Come. Leonard Chap
man reportedly declared, "We have :o do something before 
these people are beheaded.”

So far, according to Brown. Iltn? Viernamese have teen 
evacuated to Guam and the Phdippmes. cf wham the "great 
maionty" are relatives Of Air.rtn.irs and resident slurs.

Press s-iid that there is sufiic.tr: airlift canacity to bring 
out SC<0 or more persons a day. tot that the U.S. Embassy, 
In Saigon is processing only S.CvO a day. Brown said embassy' 
personnel were having a "Godawful problem” processing that 
ni.r.y daily.

It is possible that a still unreported number of Vietnamese, 
perhaps in the thousands. Is leaving Saigon by sea. There 
«.*:■ Sts r; seven U.S. Mivy contract freighters in Saigon 
harbor Moieuy morning. By Tuesday the number was five, by 
Wednesday morning four and by nightfall Wednesday report
edly down to three. Pentagon officials will not discuss whether 
refugees are aboard the departing ships. It takes five (o seven 
hours to sa l down the ri .er from Saigon to the sea. and much ■ 
of that passage is vulnerable to Morth Vietnamese action.

Brown said. State Department officials have enlisted private ■ 
charity oroamratinns to help establish temporary se:tl.-ment 
centers throughout the United States so "no one part of the 
reentry will be inundated with refugees." The U.S. official* 
also were contacting international refugee groups and IndivkA 
ual countries, urging them to join the effort to find new homo 
for the refugees. Brown said.



(jsb'o Death Plot
Linked Io ’62 Crisis
DpGMiiv Lardner Jr. 
W**hW»i F?»t f»H Wi.iw

A cnee hi^’h ranking be* 
fen»e PepaHment official 
Mid Yesterday that be draft- 
cd coniirtfiiry plant for* 
denting with the 1W2 Cuban 
mimic crisis that ’may” 
hate inrhnkd Fidel ('adroi 
sujulnstlon,

.The former official, Maj. 
Gen...Eduard G. Unklale 

! (USAF-retired), hinted 
strongly. but refused to con
firm. that the orders to 
draw up (he plans came 
from the late Attorney Gen
eral Robert F. Kennedy,

An expert In (DunlerlniuP 
genry tactics with Ions ex
perience In South Vietnam 
and the Philippines, Iai* 

j dale said he was told to do 
"some planning for the I’res
ident's consideration** about 
huw to deal with Castro in 
light of report* that Soviet- 
made nuclear missiles were 
about to be Installed In 
Cuba.

lie Mid It was quite pos
sible that the auianinitioii 
of Castro was among the op
tions he listed in a subse
quent memo, hut he Mid he 
no longer had a copy of the 
memo amt thus could not 
def.mtrly recall whether he 
Included that in hb surges- 
tmn*.

Lansdale Insisted, how- 
ncr. that ’ neither President

WWARD G. MN'MMLK J
...hints RIK rule f

n 
Kennedy or any other Ken- p 
nedy ever gave me any or- p. 
dm to plan the asusdna- ,fi 
lion of Castro/4 'e

"Alt : was doing war to it) - 
try to respond and conic up Jo

See CASTRO, At. CoL 7 I



Death Wot l ied to Crisis
CASTKO, Prom Al

wdh what h« practical amt 
uhst wasn’t," hr .Mid in a 
tAkphone interview. 'Uh.i 
knows*' I might have h’lnl 
all jnrit <»f puoihllitic* and 
that iCattro# auawinallon) 
in^ht have been one of 

; them.*
♦CaatrO has said that rr- 

j pea ted attempt* were made 
i on bn life and the live* of 

other high ranking Cuban 
officials—some of them rn- 
lowered by the Central In- 
Idiizcntt Agency—alter he 
ix came premier In 1939.

»pv«tlwtioni of the CIA 
now under way have also 
ronwHed mounting evidence 
that noth President John F. 
Kennedy and his brother, 
pobert. who were later cut 
down by Mjawiny were well 
a*are of projHisab to kill 
the Cuban loader.

High ranking officials of 
the Eisenhower administra
tion are also believed to 
have been involved In car
ter assassination schemes.

A source close to the 
Hukefelkr commissi on. 
which is investigating CIA 
violations of domestic law. 
wid yesterday that there 
were not only repeated high- 
level discussions of Cisim’s 
Muuitutlon during the 
Eisentwwcr and Kennedy 
administration*, "but there’s 
•iso evidence of overt art* 
—overt, covert acts. 1 guess 
you'd call them’'—to kill the 
Cuban premier.

On? of the schemes, ae-

an Gu H\ H*< mc^i- : 
«f a special group al uh , h 
Castro's assassination wa< 
duiw"cd but dismissed.

Ao^rditig to ih?
ated Press., the nice'mg was 
attended by then-Secct.w 
of Defense KoJxrt E Me 
Namara; Dean Rusk. then 
Secretary of State. John A 
McCone, then ClA director, 
arid McGcorgr HunJy. Presi
dent Kennedy's adviser on 
national security afta.u 
Hubert Kennedy, the fifth 
member of the special 
group, was reportedly ab
sent.

Listed as a top assistant 
to McNamara at the tunc. 
Linndale was told after the 
meeting to come up with 
proposals, ax he put it. about 
••what to do with a leader 
who hail threatened the 
lives of miliums of .Wen- 
ran* by placing missies 
aimed at this country.'*

Responding to question*. 
Lansdale said the orders 
came not from McNamai.i 
but from “someone much 
more intimate'’ with the 
Prcsid.iH.

Asked whether it was Rob 
ert Kennedy, he said, ' All 
the signs iwint to tli.it. don't 
they?” lie declined, how
ever. (o be more precise.

• I don't want to get into 
a sort of smearing thing 
right now fur any indiudu- 
ah or any political parti
sans.” Lansdale said.
, He said he might have 
listed Castros assassination 
ns a jMUsibdlty. especially 
“if I saw a lot of American 
lives at stake anil casualties 
Hist could run info the mil
lions.” But he said he was 
positive that “1 no* er had 
any part In planning any

;“vvA*d the t I ' * 
rpctu.f’g - f Mdu Ggu-’r* 
Sv:*. o..v-'.,rj who hud j-:«-- 
Castro interests in Cubs, 
and Jeb: rd Kwib. Gon- 
M'iJ Ue*: C.M^t hrut'-o 
art. cut.::; the waning 
das* ri t>.e Eisenhower ad 
ministration.

Although he wax apparent- 
h net aw ate of any plot 
against Castro. the late J 
Edgar Hoover. then direc
tor of the EFE alerted 
Kobcrt Kerned' in May. 
1961. That the CH wa* in- 
voAcd tn backstage dealings 
with the Mafia.

A warning memo from 
Hoover. aourves said. wa« 
apparently prompted by the 
Ent’s discovery in the fall of 
I960 et the CIA sponsored 
surveillance of rwinhn 
Pan Kewan. a rhal with 
Giancana at the lune Ct the 
affections of singer Phyllis 
McGuire.

Kohert Kennedy reported
ly responded to the seepd 
Hoover memo by ordering 
that it be '•fallowed up vig- 
orously.” The At!(t.ey Gen
eral was eventually brieftJ 
by to? CIA officials, ap
parently in 1962. on what 
Giancana and KoscIH had 
done for the agency.

The .Attorney General's 
only response, one source 
said, was to tell the CIA 
representative*, "next Pmc 
you deal with the Mafa 
come to me first/’

Lsn<da!e was said to have 
drafted lus plans later, after

Similarly, lumsdatc sa.d 
he did not recall to w.-um 
he sent his memo, nor dm

hr k:^u whether I’lcddcr.: 
Kentish eve: «.»» d. I.an* 
nah* agreed. hoarser. Iha: 
he doubtlc" dispatched a 
v»py to th*' official who told 
him to draw up the plan*.

Thr Cuban miedh* crisis 
ended oq (k t 23. iixg, when 
Sonet 'premier Nikita 
Khrushchev announced that 
ho had ordered a stop to 
work on the Cuban huci 
and was having the missiles 
riated and returned Io the 
Soviet I nion.

Lansdale said that none 
of In* suggestions “came to 
any fruition ” At the same 
time, other accounts suggest 
that the idea vf Castro’^ as- 
Msxination was not at all 
new to the White House.

Wateigatc burglar E. How
ard Hunt Jr.. « former CIA 
officer, has said he proposed 
it in thr spring of 1900. 
during the early planning 
lor the Bay of Pigs invasion.

A former Defense Depart
ment intelligence ulfi.vr. L 
Fletcher Prouty, ha* said the 
CIA dispatched a two-nun 
assassination team to Cuba 
even earlier than that, also 
while Eisenhower was Presi
dent.

Acr“fdlrg to journalist 
Tad Snik\ then with The 
New York Times. President 
Kennedy raised the thought 
with him during a private 
conversation in November. 
1961. S/uIc said he told him 
il was a bad idea and quo 
ted Kennedy as responding: 

I'm glad you feel that way 
because suggestions to that 
effect keep coming to me. 
and I believe very strongly 
that the l-nited burrs should 
nut lie a patty to political 
assassination.”

Thr Rockefeller Commis
sion is expected to deal with 
the ouitruwrsj in its forth 
coming report to President 
Eord



unsuccess;ji «;rT,ii it *... ^4| Jn*?o**?nce.
Prefer Fidel Castro. a retirM, w^ jj.f^ wfc-» had pit 
Air force coiond said T’iv<'iy ^.^^.j frOm three and a Mi:

The colonel, L. Hrlch'tho^f, of questioning by the 
Prouty, sa«d that in “late Ito'* Rockefeller conwiJNon. de- 
or fitly I960,** while be wss counted the newsrun and re* 
•serving h the Defense ^pirt^e^ to him as ‘Killer 
menfs Office of Special Open* Schorr** for reporting that the 

Itions, he handled a CM. **'|“C.f.A. goes around killing 
!qu<4 for a small, speciah/'penple.”
[equipped Air Force plane that) ;,’r Schorr has reported on 
w« used to land two Cuban* a number of occasions that 

: exiles on a road near ^a*!President Ford is concerned 
vans. linac an'unlimited investigation

lhetwoexllMwere"equippcd*Of C4.A. activities could un* 
with a high-powered -rifle and^osef agency involvement in 
telescopic* sights’* and '^r*,foff;puMMinali<r.j.
how to get to a building in * lt got m? a |lUie up^C 
Havana which overlooked » Colonel Prouty Mid of Mr. 
building where Castro pw«*iHetart criticism of Mr. Schorr, 
daily” Colonel Prouty, now an^^-* that he was “positive” 
official with Amtrak, said in a »,<r. Helms know about the 
telephone interview. [mission.

» The plane, an L*23 “hdiol At the time, Mr. Helms— 
courier, * returned MMy toMow the United States Ambit* 
Erjin A»r Force Base in Florid ‘ Jssdcr tn Iran—was an assistant 

|hu wid, but the “Cuban exilet;»o Pickard Bisset, then the 
|as far as I know were plcked;>?#*nc/$ deputy director r-t 
jup between where they wercipuaj. But Colonel Prouty said 
left off and Havana.” |Mr. Bissell was preoccupied

He said that one of thepxith directing U-2 flights over 
would-be assassins was Mffltd the Soviet Union, leaving Mr. 
Oscar Spijo and that the pton*’Heims in almost total control 
had been flown by “mercen-l Helms in almost total con* 
aries” on the C.l.A. payroll »;ol of clandestine operations

Colonel Prouty Added that hexpiast Cuba. .
knew of “one or two” other) Mr. Bissel), who left the 
assassination attempt.* against agency after the Piy cf Pigs 
the Cuban Premier ?ft*T t^*'operation. said in a recent in- 
Bay of Pigs operation in IDCl.lieme* that there had been 
but said he did not knew tha’high-level discussions about 
details of those missions b^’kdhng.the Cuban Premier but 
cause he had not worked en tut th- plans had been vetoed 
them directly. ‘by Alien Dulles, then Director

Colonel Prouty retired from’of Cer^ral Intelligence.’ __



r ^5 ^-;< Ho™, 
Of aC.i.A.Oliidcl i 
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pps bomb ti?k"..'i nr.udt 
the suburban heme of a Central 
Intsllijm<e A-ency otf:ciil 
may have teen caused by radi
cals inspired by the bombing 
of a ban* tM earlier, or 
may have been ths work of 
a “crackpot", the police Mid 
today.

The bomb exploded tn front 
of the heme of James Sommer- 
ville a Ct A. regional director. 
30 minutes betors midnight 
Monday, shattering windows 
and shredding portions of ths 
roof on the one-story brick 
house in South Denver. Win
dows in a house next door 
were also brakei

Backs were blown from ths 
front wall and a sprinkler sys
tem Inside the house were da- 
mag*d. but. neither Mr. -Som- 
nrmllr's w.fe. Atlar.e. nor 
their It-year-ctd son. asleep 
st the time of the blast, were 
hurt.

Mrs. Sommervilfe, who slid 
that her huibir.d was in Texas, 
added: "I know people are ecn- 
r.ectirg this with his jeb but 
there's no real proof. C rtilly 
can't say what happened. ( 
was asleep at the time. Ths 
explosion woke me up."

A comb squad detective. Fred 
Stevenson, said that the blast 
did mt appear related to ths 

explosion of a satchel of dyna
mite at the American National 

Bank in Denver 12 hours ear
lier. Six employes received min
or injuries in that explosion. 
But he said that th- pipe bomb, 
pushed against the foundation, 
of th- Sommerv.lle home, 
might have b.-en planted by 
radicals who got the idea from 
the bank explosion.

“You get one bombing an 
there immediately follows a 
rash ol other," he said. "What 
with all the publicity Ln the 
papers about the C.I.A.. it could 
have been a radical group. Who 
can say?’

The police said that they 
were checking with other cities 
in which terrorists have set 
off explosions to see if there 
was a pattern to the bombings.
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By JOSE TORRES
Ln the wake of the Watergate and CIA 

exposures, another “skeleton.” in the ruling 
class' “closet” is being exposed to the light 
of day.

These exposures, together with the 
current crisis of imperialism, have 
undermined the government’s credibility to

such an extent that the American people no 
longer take anything for granted. The most 
recent victim of the credibility gap is the 
Warcert Commission's “oHcmI" version of 
the assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy in Dallas almost 12 years ago.

.According to a recent Gallup Poll, a 
majority of Americans no longer believe the 
Warreo Commission's report which 
concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald was the 
sole Msassin.

The disbelief, combined with charges that 
the CIA was responsible for the 
assassination* has even led the Rockefeller 
Commission on the CIA to take up the 
question of the agency’s role in the 
assassination.

Political activist Dick Gregory, who says 
he has evidence linking the CIA to 
Kennedy's death, has testified before the 
commission headed by Vice President 
'Rockefeller. }

Gregory claims that E. Howard Hunt'was 
caught by Dallas police at the site of the 
assassination minutes after it happened. 
Hunt, convicted two years ago in connection 
with the Watergate bugging, was a CIA 
agent at the time Kennedy was killed.

Gregory's case rests on a photograph 
published last year in underground 
newspapers which allegedly shows Hunt and 
Frank A. Sturgis, also convicted tn 
connection with Watergate and believed to. 
have been a CIA employe, being led away 
by Dallas policemen from a grassy knoll 
across the street frum the Texas school book
depository. Oswald allegedly shot the 
president from the depository, as’ the 
presidential motorcade had passed by. Many

*ho challenge the 'V>rrcs C’^Mwvn 
•vwunt contend that the ri?< '\.t »rre 
XtuUly fired fr.'m the Pras^ k’ci xr-a. 
sonic* hit to the s»dc j-j iS the 
approaching prudential me-vrode.

Hint footage taken hr at amateur 
photographer of the j\qvT'M. nJ 
ihown recently over nzwii :vLmmu*i. 
ihowi the president** head ^a-g back 
violently. suggesting that al least ex Cot 
came from in front of the eetcrvaJc. cot 
behind.

Many different pieces of “evidence** have 
been put together by individuals over the 
years. The latest “prcvT' is based on 
analysis of tape recordings of Oswald s votcc 
by a new device, used to a certoia extent by 
some law enforcement agecctes. that can 
determine the truth or tASehccd er a 
person’s statements much Ue a polygraph 
(lie detector). Oswald's statements to 
television and radio reporters after he was is
custody of police that he was eve responsible 
for the Kennedy assass^anea were 
analysed and the results showed that he was 
telling the truth.

The assassinations of act only John 
Kennedy but also Robert Kennedy and 
leaders of the people's movement!— 
Malcolm X. Fred Hampion, and Martin 
Luther King—was the subject of a 
conference un the “Polities of Conspiracy” 
held in Boston early this year. Ihe 
conference brought together ever (XX) 
people from every section of the country and 
was sponsored by the Cambridge. 
Mass.'based Assassinations Irarsiigaions 
Bureau (AID). Plough generally united oa 
purpose, the conference reflected a 
difference in views between these who put 
forward a conspiracy theory of history and 
those with an antt-impehahst perspective.
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People still place flowers

that pints io Rtil Kennedy

plot in St.

ZELDA FITZGERALD.

bers of the family were

ROCKEFELLER'S
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of another
aids' remains.

trying to strike a deal that 
would reduce the criminal

to a priest al 
Church. Mrs.

who died in a North Caroli
na sanitarium, was buried 
next to her husband in 1948.

actum was taken and the 
Klansman was still in tad 
when Kennedy was killed

remains of F. Scott 
;era:d and his wife, 
i. will be moved next

arm-, 
honal

thunderbolt. There is <om? 
evidence that party mem- 
hoc* may have been invdv-

Division. was a na- 
organi/er for the 
Rights party in (he 
He slid in a trie- 
interview last "<’<a

bombings tn the South 
>ng the lUOs.

THE KLANSMAN. who 
was not named in the re
port, was m pd at ihc time 
awaiting trial on a charge

^i ^ ;̂..

FRANKHOUSER. "1 
s.od he w.i$ suhpoen/.cd 
testify before (he Ware

rate of ■ three or lour 
week” witlnn th- party.

The parv frequent

I9tiUs. 
phone“WE HAVE ARRANGED 

to m<ve the remains from 
the old Union Cemetery to

has been a shrine for stu
dents of literature. Fitzger
ald admirers, old romantics

the family 
Mary’s.”

According
St Marv's

■• i^d. stl he 
a fid knOvOedt 
threat

• noted th.:t

htically unpopu-

Mrs Smith, a Washing
ton resident, could no: be 
reached for comment She 
will he hostess at a lunch-

nZGERAj.^

^«i^ I'm®'

F

a ■

VS&W

• ■••’ Re...am: Fa . 
if r the N.u y.VK 

• :d be was had 
Irar^hous'r de- 

। talk about any 
bn.^ between Os-

Ac FBI report nnnpilrd

isis I#'

mission, but apparent v ;hc 
panel assigned little $t;m!i- 
uni t* to them

The commission's appen
dix includes j report by the 
Secret Service of the in\r< 
ligation <»f an apparently 
related incident. The report 
indicates the Secret Service 
interviewed a member of 
the Ku Klux KUn who said 

-less than two weeks before 
the assassination that “his 
sources have told him that 
a militant group of the Na
tional States Rights party 
flans to assassinate the 

’resident and other high- 
level officials."

^•nation quotes Robert K. 
Hmv n. then an Army Re- 
'< f\c captain m framing at 
1 < r( Banning. G.i . a* sav
in;: :h n m th * spring of 196.) 
Di Stanley I. Drennan, a 
North Hollvwond. Calif., 
man active m the National 
States Rights party, spoke 
of a plan to “get rid of " 
Krnn »dy and a number of 
others. Brown said he dis- 
missed the remark as a 
“crackpot" comment.

Brown told the FBI that 
after the assassination he 
reassessed (hr conversation 
and concluded that Dren
nan mav have been trying 
to recruit him us a possible 
assassin. If so. Drennan 
may have hern attracted by 
Brown’s anti-Custro senti- 
ments.

The Warren Commis
sions own staff suggested 
prior io publication of the 
hn.H report that speculation

Service said (he FPd behev- about a possible plot by 
cd the Kkin^un was just vCuban emigrees opposed to

Premier Fidel Castro 
“•warrants additional inves* 
tigtion ”

F. Scott Fitzgerald « grave site In Rockville, Md*.

F. Scott Fitzgerald to Get His Wish

fery in Rockville that 
rars ago rejected the 
us author as unsuii- 
or banal there.
zgerald. author of 
• Great Gatsby.”

and

in-

A ULPAGE memo to the 
commission drafted by staff 
members William T. Cole
man Jr. — now secretary of

lath

But when the author died 
in 1940 at the age of 44. his 
request was denied by the 
Catholic Church on grounds 
that he was not a practicing 
Catholic and that his books 
were not the kind of reading 
material that found favor 
with church officials.

The author’s body was 
buried instead in an incon
spicuous grave in the Rock
ville Cemetery, a Ko known 
as the old Union Cemetery, 
across the road from St. 
Mary's.

s i o n a I wedding 
announcements to the 
gravei/.c. now threaded by 
pines and oaks. Lettering 
on the square headstone has 
been worn down by the

ckefeller Asks U.S. Move
ter N.Y.C Reduces Debt
'.even R. Weisman on the question of assist

ance to New Y ak City, the 
White House spokesman 
said: “1’11 let 
judge of that

ROCKEFELLER .<K

Speaking of the present 
gravcsitc. Frances Fitzger
ald Lanahan Smith, htt- 
gcrald’s daughter, said in a 
letter to Rockville officials:

“For 35 years the grave 
has remained uncarvd for 
and hopelessly (inaccessible 
to the interested public.

Smith received per mission 
for the move from the Cath
olic Archdiocese of Wash
ington.

Msgr. John Donahue, 
chancellor- of the arch
diocese. granted the re
quest because, according to

eluded’ the commission 
appendix along with .15 
other reports of threats 
against the president or 
vice president.

Roy FranUinus^r. an ac
knowledged informant for 
the Treasury Department’s 
Alcohol. Tobacco and Foe-

transportation and W.
David Slawsan outlined a 
possible scenario of an anti* 
Castro connection.

The memo was stamped 
Top Secret'' by the com* 

mission. Most of it was dc- 
U.umIiH earlier this year, 
although the version that 
was made public has been

■'The evidence here could
to anti Castro

Cuban involvement in the

ha
alum on same sort 

as this. Oswald 
।vr become known 
Cubans as being

strongly j to Castro. He 
ma*!.- no secret of his sym
pathies. and so the anti- 
t'.iuro Cubans must have 
realized that the law en- 
tercement authorities were 
a’-o -aware of Oswald's 
(echn^ ,ukI that therefore, 
if hr got »nto trouble.- the 
public wou'.n' also learn of 
them " the memo said.

end. someone in the 
an:; Castro organization 
r.'.tMit haw been keen 
rreurh io sense that Os- 
w rd had a penchant for 
\ :olence that might easily

ON THESE facts, it is 
th.,: Mime sort of

See JFK. A*:?
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J r.redy by 
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S'hwctVm has said re- 
p-ati'dl/ that the w'Mk'-'t 
part of th*' Warren Cbtft' 

h;iv,i9iH hnal r'yid J* t'# 
Lnluh? to provid* a ton- 
Vi-Ptry motive lor Oswald 
to kill the President He has 
said his investigation will 
attempt to fill that v<»d.

Both pm ( aUro and 
anti astro Cuban*. would 
»,»• tn to have a motive,

ANTICASTRO Cohans 
wf angered at Kennedy 
for wh#$ they consider* 1 
msullitel support for the 
lJay,^pKl invasion. And 
1 he W-e man-Slaws on 
tw-fnowv another p©»st- 
b!" motive — hope to drum 
up support for a new inva
sion.

As for pre-Castro 
Cubans. Coleman and Shw- 
^»n said. “bijnplc retalia
tion for example, is a mo- 
11ve which must be 
iheh'^hly considered in 
dealing with Castro.”

th* Warren Cofnmis'u'«n or 
Hs staff aboul whal ar" 
known to be ag1 n* / F/ i'xcd 
;iH«T:pl% to kill CiJi'i. 
Ix.hwMker has said th" fa*! 
urv of the CIA to bibak 
the commission wrn infor
mation abiui the pb»ts to 
murd»;r Castro was an 
important nrai'Aion

l.vi'V'nce of a poy .h> 
pro-Castro constur a* y 
verns to have "n m»»re 
ihtouvjdy mseMi^aod by 
the Warren Commission 
than evidence of a pu'.'.tbie 
right-wing connection.

SCHWE1KER insisted 
that all possible theories 
will be explored. But he 
said he was interested in a 
possible involvement by 
domestic nr,hl wing groups 
because he said it appears 
that the FBI gave such a 
theory short shnh. .

In 1%’ the Miami News 
earned a long account of a 
tape-recorded conversation

e ..■• r/jrr.ur.l 
f for the 

, ?■?" pvty who 
!,)•! Ksnr.’dys
ar-on

IM 'Z..ir'! S nt account ■ 
dd ne? ih<« party
fn'-<c.'/ f Sul fwikvr 
vnd h" l .i' p.”<if (hat (he 
man w.is ’'./Mir. Jhe Con- 
w<»’.?on biu*"! in the 

w- r^ pi be the 
..ar," *-ne in
0;/- I hl r-;/,r:^*-n Mtl#'’<T.

4*/ sun!.
Mh:* < t si.-i ^ ? M-dy yMaJd 
lx.* w-th * nil* smug- 
g!M in pi"u-s to th*- V»p of a 
high bi.r'!/,.^ Mikecr also 
was o pA/I ;«. predicting. 
‘Thy. wal.p:'/ up some
body wcbm trurs alien 
wards. . . throw the 
pubhc off."

Oswald was arrested 
shortly ahef the killing. He 
msHb-o he hid killed no one 
but was bon; used as a 
‘ patsy." Th-? Warren Com- 
mission ciKour.tcd Os
wald’s c'-Avr^c-n as the 
u-ual st (.ytrur; remark 
of a man charged with a 
senou? cum?.

SCHWTIKER pointed tn 
another of the informant’s 
n-curdr-d comments wi »< h 
tie ccnaior said may U: 
mor* ibpant than it ap- 
plated al. th" »irfi'?.

Th<* polic" informant 
said. ”He t Kennedy; mil 
have it thou .»nd body
guards. bonT worry ab>ut 
that. ’
.’"lb" mor" bodyguards 

he h )‘:. th" "a'acr it is to get 
hon,” MilV*"r replied-

Th" Warren ComminsHn 
received evidence th it
several policemen were 
shown Secret Servi/c 
credential', in the vicinity of 
the assTis/nation scene at a 
time- when no real Secret 
S*r vicmen were there.

Schwvikcr theonwl thut 
if there v.-as a conspiracy, 
the conspirators might 
have used forged Secret 
Service credentials. In sucn 
3 situation, the more real 
bodyguards, the better, be
cause the fake Secret Serv
icemen would be less con- 
spicuous.

14 More Die in Argentine Gueni^i Fi?hlln;',
BUI Alp ! S — 'I he or rnv r I.cImd Wi’h M-i* .'J *1 

n-vMijli-xiar in rio'ih’tn 1 
second I‘me in a w»'k. I" < .1 I ' d'M'l jud
many wounded fhearmv said y‘".tnn!3y.

The fr".h fighting m the |-.i!V!"-'-'>vrrd m'-onhitr.*. 
of Tururnan. '/h rn/l'", norths- m

Rjtf/.m'ihl killed 1?- f//
p!*--; Re vo/OiHofiaf y Anny
Ibnf d/ jdn rur."J Io Masi Hid lb- MM«f>le r 
a hies 10 ;tf friyguet ndj «!,>>.I.<•'» itmucd th" rouh.ry m 
seven days.
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--/;tf-C^strO-Is;>b;ins Link <cj j-is<--i-^-!i-:i!Ofl/

Oy Ncrnuc Kcmpstcr

<•’■■• < u*Y»n< er •h’^C'ii;
w^p-rs may h.»\c 

.nr.! n<c hi :pf .iw.hu- 
Bion oi President John F. 
rrnedy
Ilie W.unq Commission

ivsslrtcd p'.sMblc run- 
- s it.Ci U<‘: ft

^' H l.v H.HACV i^Ajhl 
w? . the i^nr .r- -awn

ben Ki. hard S Sdiwrik 
Vf K Pa . said the cumini*- 
sion srem* to have given 
Ie** cirdcncc than now 
seems warranted to the 
possibility that there may

SCHWHKER AND Sm.
Guy Hat; Dtjtt. air

Committee to pn«hr the 
adequacy of the FBI and

( IA investik’.itirn jilr 
knlirg

S< Invert.er <md in i rr- 
< ‘ nt int< t'.;r\v th.«l h- n 
c^rreJ in e\ sd< e that 
.1 A M’krri an ofticiii </ 
the {he mudant right wmg 
National States Right* 
party, told an FBI informer 
tuo weeks before the jst.iv

'i-ai'-on ;ha; Kenned' 
a w : a b.^h

A q tb«
u; ; llo'rs of a i.i’l KnM

An FBI rrpoit sayx the 
same s.^ry fet Miiir.T 
he.cu-ng the assassination 
and asked if hr was guew 
hie The report q.h’to MH- 
tccr. "I don’t do any guess
ing "

The FBI reports .were 
Risen to the Warren Com- 
mission, but apparently the 
panel assigned little signifi
cance to them.

The commission's appen
dix includes a report by *«€ 
Secret Service of the inves
tigation of an apparently 
related incident The report 
indicates the Secret Service 
interviewed a member of 
the Ku Klux Klan who said 
h-ss than two wre^$ N-Mre 
the assassination that ' his 
sources have told him that 
a militant group of the Na
tional States Rights party 
flans to assassinate th' 

’resident and other high- 
level officials.**

THE KLANSMAN. who 
was not named in the re
port. was in jail at the time 
awaiting trial on a charge 
of auto theft. The Secret 
Service said the FBI believ
ed the Klansman was just 
trying to strike a deal that 
would reduce the criminal 

’charges he was facing. No 
action was taken and the 
Klansman was still in jail 
when Kennedy was killed 
Nov. 22. 1%1 '

The report of the Secret 
Service interview is in
cluded the commission 
appendix along with 35 
other reports of threats 
against the president or 
vice president.

Roy Frankhouser. an ac
knowledged informant for 
the Treasury Department's 
Alcohol. Tobacco and Fire
arms Division, was a na
tional organiser for ll^ 
Slates Rights party in the 
1960s. He said in a tele
phone interview last week 
that plots to Mil Kennedy 
were being hatched at a 
rate of "three or four a 
week" within the party.

The party frequently 
u;cd extremely violent Ian- . 
guage in its newspaper, the 
Thunderbolt. There is some 
evidence that party mem
bers may have been involv
ed in some anti-civil rights 
bombings in the South dur
ing the 1960s.

FRANKHOUSER. who 
said he was subpoenaed to 
testify before the Warden 
Commission but did not ap
pear because the subpoena 
was canceled said he had 
no first-hand knowledge of 
Mtkcer's threat.

But he noted that Os
wald’s notebook contained 
the name and telephone 
number of another anti- 
Semitic militant. Daniel

/ Ibr rou . H.;rnm;
I’ d •.-.:;. .J,- :., (.( V.K 1,,,,^

• rr • he-.’ -n K.-.M -.r Pi?
• in G1} ;sc \,.u. Vc-

fi.’-v* rci ?i:. j Fr wjt ba‘f 
Jcwr-h Frankhouirr dr 
' h '' d to t.i * aN-yt anv

i puA.'Mc link between Os
wald and Burn*.w>

\n FBI r<*pe:t compiled 
two weeks after the u*.,is 
Mnatmn quotes Robert K 
Blown, then an Army Re 
mtvc captain in training at 
Fort Benning. Ga . as say
ing that in the spring of 1903 
Dr. Stan.cy L. Drennan. ;a 
North Hollywood. Calif-., 
man active m the Naiion^l 
Stites Rights party, spoke 
of a plan to iget rid of '" 
Kennedy and a number of 
others. Brown said he dis
missed the remark as a 
"crackpot" comment.

Rrnwn bMd the gR| that 
after the assassination he 
reassessed the conversation 
and concluded that Dren
nan may have been trying 
to recruit him as a possible 
assassin. If so. Drennan 
may have been attracted bi 
Brown’s ant«-Castro sent/* 
menu.

The ’Warren Commis
sion’s own staff suggested 
prior to publication of that 
final report that speculation* • 
about a possible plot by I 
Cuban emigrees opposed to | 
Premier Fidel Castro 
‘Varrar.ts additional inves- 
tiglion.’’

A 111-PAGE memo to the 
commission drafted by staff 
members Witham T. Colo* 
man Jr. — now secretary off 
transportation — and W; 
David Slawson outlined a 
possible scenerio of an anti
Castro connection.

The memo was stamped! 
"Top Secret" bv the com? 
mission. Most of it was de* 
classified earlier this year; 
although the version that i 
was made public has been! 
censored.

’ rhe evidence here could 
lead to an anti-Castro 
Cuban involvement in the 
assassination on some sort 
or basis as this: Oswald 
could have become known | 
to the Cubans as being | 
strongly pro-Castro. He E 
made no secret of his sym- k 
pathics, and so the anti- E 
Castro Cubans must have g 
realized that the law cn- | 
forcemeat authorities were | 
also aware of Oswald s e 
feelings and that therefore, g 
if he got into trouble, the E 
public would also learn of K 
them. . " the memo said, w

"Second, someone in the ; 
anti-Castro organisation j 
might have been keen | 
enough to sense that Os- i 
w.tld had a penchant for | 
violence that might easily * 
be aroused. e

"ON THESE facts, it is | 

possible that some sort of e 
deception was used to en- £ 
courage Oswald to kill thr

See JFK. A-29 g



intinued From A-J 
«!'« he came to

Coieman and 
said. "Perhaps 

rents' were even 
Krsujdr Oswald 
Castro Cubans 
in the assassins- 

n the getaway 

active on this 
course be the 

i that after the 
was killed Os- 
be caught or at 

entity ascertain- 
enforcement au- 
r.d the public 
n blame the 

•n on the Castro 
. and the call 
efut overthrow 
irresistible. A

•• of Pigs Inva- 
begin, this time 
end successful-

•going is prob- 
Iy a wild 
but the facts

•adv know are

certainly Millnu-nt to w.ir- 
i.int .nldition.il inu-slig.i- 
tion." the memo concluded.

Hie ann-Castro section 
takes up just five rages in 
the Colcman-Slnwson 
memo. Most of the rest of 
what amounts to n legal 
brief on the possibility of a 
foreign involvement in the 
assassination eMlyrcs Os
wald's relations with the 
Soviet Union.

IT CONCLUDES that al
though some details of Os
wald's two way defection tv 
the Soviet Union are suspi
cious, the evidence supports 
the conclusion that the 
Soviets were not involved.

Oswald would not be very 
good agent material. Cole
man and Slaw son said, be
cause Us open pro
Communist sympathies 
would guarantee that he 
would be closely watched. 
Besides, they said, the Rus
sians would have little mo
tive to kill Kennedy because 
they were sophisticated 
enough to know that the re- 
placement of Kennedy by 
Lyndon It. Johnson "would

not result in g-> st'Ju.tl 
change in Amer ;;■ fervign 
policy towards tv Soviet 
Union. '

Schweikcr tai sad re
peatedly that the weakest 
part of the U'xrr. Com
mission's final mvet is its 
failure to prow; a con
vincing motive kc Oswald 
to kill.the Presur-et He has 
said his invest;cr.sen will 
attempt to fill fat void

Botti pro-Cast.-c and 
ahti-Castro Cuba's would
seem to have a .xw.

ANTI-CASTRO Cubans 
were angered at Kennedy 
for what they «rs.skrtj 
insufficient sup,-st; fee the 
Bay of Pigs ir.ixs.vx And 
the Colomar. ■ S i a w s o n 
memo adds anotiee possi
ble motive — hope co drum 
up support for a kv inv-a- 
sion.

As for pra-Castro 
Cubans. Coleman and Slaw- 
son said. "SimM retalia
tion. for example, -.s a mo
tive which r ;<: be 
thoroughly canisv^J in 
dealing with Casira'

Presumably. Coleman 
and Slawson meant H-talia- 
turn for the Bay of Pigs he 
cause the CIA did iwt tell 
the Warren Commission er 
its staff about what ale now 
known to be agency-backed 
attempts to Kill Castro. 
Schweikcr has said the fail
ure of the CIA to provide 
the commission witn infor
mation about the plots to 
murder Castro was an 
important omission.

Evidence of a possible 
pro-Castro conspiracy 
seems to have been more 
throughly investigated by 
the Warren Commission 
than evidence of a possible 
right-wing connection.

SCHWEfKER insisted 
that nil possible theories 
will be explored. Hut he 
said he was interested in a 
possible involvement by 
domestic right wing groups 
because he said it appears 
that the EBI gave such a 
theory short shrift.

In 1967 the Miami News 
carried a long account of a 
tupe-recorded conversation

between a po'ice isfar::-..i H 
and an >vcar:.'cr fcr the 
Slates Rights party who 
had predicted Kennedy's 
assassination.

The Mami News account 
did not name the party 
member, but Schwcikcr 
sa>d he has proof that the 
man was Mdtcer. The ivn- 
verMtien related in the 
newspaper seems to be the 
same one summarirevi in 
the FEI reports on Milteer.

According to the account. 
Milteer suJ Kennedy would 
be shot with a rifle smug
gled in pieces to the top of a 
nigh buildmg. Milteer also 
was quoted as predicting. 
"They will pick up some
body' within hours after
wards . . . just to throw the 
public off."

Oswald was arrested 
shortly after the killing. He 
insisted he had killed no one 
but was being used as a 
"patsy." The Warren Com
mission discounted Os
wald's contention as ths 
usual self-serving remark 
of a man charged with a 
serious crime.

SVHWEIKER pointed 
another nt the inferman' 
re vived comments uh; 
the senator said may ' 
more significant than it । 
pv.ircd at the time.

The notice informs 
said. ’ He iKcnncdy) w 
have a thousand bod 
guards. IXm't worry abe 
that."

"The more bodyguar.- 
he has. the easier it n to g- 
h<m." Milteer replied.

The Warren Commissie 
received evidence th.r 
several policemen were 
shown Secret Service 
credentials in ihe vicinity i: 
the assassination scene at a 
time when no real Secret 
Servicmen were there.

Schweiker theori.-cd th.r 
if there was a conspiracy 
the conspirators might 
have used forged Secre' 
Service credentials. In surli 
a situation, the more real 
bodyguards, the better, be 
cause the fake Secret Serv
icemen would be less.con
spicuous.



Cuau'i.^ Millie

By SMITH HEMPSTOXE

■ WASHINGTON - One cf the eerst- 
. qjcncca cf the Watergate disaster, Lie 

the fall of Vietnam, clearly is seine b 
be a reopening of the Investigates of 
the- assassination of President Ken
nedy.

This Is less a matter of the availabil
ity ot new evidence than the simple 
fact that, after Watergate, even rea
sonably normal people are no longer 
prepared to believe what their govern
ment or its creatures — in this case, 
the Warren Commission — tell them.

• Each of us can remember where we 
were on that fateful morning cf Xer. 
22, 194).

And while there have been kinykib 
lers ever since there have been kings, 
the enormity of the crime of regicide 

.— the killing cf the man who perwai- 
Ties the state — still fills us. with awe 
and horror.

Something deep inside us makes it 
difficult for us to accept the Warren 
Commission's finding that the assassin

was Lee Harvey Oswald and that he 
acted alone. Why?

It is true that there are flaws, gaps 
and unanswered (ahd perhaps unan
swerable) questions that arise out cf 
the supposition that Oswald was the 
killer, that he acted since and that he 
was in no one's pay. Very little, for in

stance, has been clone to establish a 
motive.
' But it is equally true that there ere 
similar nnd in most cases greater 

•flaws, gaps and unanswered questions 
in all the other mutually contradictory 
hypotheses: eno of several killers in 
the pay of the CIA, the FBI. Big Oil, 
the family of Ngo Dinh Diem, the 
Mafia or.the KGB.

■ There have been nearly 30 books 
written r.n the subject of the Kennedy 
assassination. Many of them reem 
plausible if you arc prepared to substi
tute theory for tact, supposition for er-' 
idencc., . .

■ The Warren Commission, open 
which President Ford served, almost 
Certainly was well-Intentioned, clearly 
was unwieldly and probably, in an ef
fort to fay ,a national tragedy to rest, 
acted too hastily. Despite the e.asr- 
mous difficulties in establishing the 
(ruth, particularly after Oswald’s can 
murder nt the hard of Jack Ruby, the 
commission completed its bulky, disc-- 
ft-mired JS-volume report within 10 
months.

And. especially in the light of the 
BtejW cover-up (which it, c( 
coarse, weld not anticipate), the War
ren G-mmirsien. out of a humane con- 
stdcrilcn (or the sensibilities of the 
Krvery family, committed a terrible 
rrw in allowing evidence derived
f: « autopsy to be sequestered, 

combined with some of the nd-
rittKiy birarre aspects of Oswald's 
history — his sojourn fa the Soviet 
1?.aU, his alleged visits to Cuba, the 
feet at an rd I agent's name appearing

j:.ts»l in Dallas — only served to 
tr^irr the various' conspiracy tho

Tiste Is no real reason to believe 
that s new investigation will bring us 
any closer to the truth about what hap-' 
prarc and why on that sad and brilli
ant day in Pallas a dozer) years ago. 
Kt tne tttuwir» cynicism about gov-

ira-.-trt that the ease be reopened.
Ke?. Henry Gcnaltr ot Texas, who 

is, asking (or just that, ought to hava 
b—* way. even if in the end we know 
'cry :.;:i; mate (han v.-c do at present.
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A lore Trouble Is Coining
It w. w.:h l.njm’e .-.•■! twr.il-:> 

im.-nri. n.< i' j: i':?.«.:. nt l ord d.-darcd 
tb'.' wirs it l:-d.-c-.in.i over for |S? 
United State* KcMV-iiMble 5t.atCMn.in. 
slop motivated hut: to .i.k hit country
men to be d.ve with the sc.ipeitaaa.ij, 
the rccrtminaticrs ov.-r .1 lost u.ir, and 
K-t about the batatit of tcslcnnj tins 
nation's pride to that Jolty level ivhicb 
existed bet.-re mj not sucked into the 
Indochina tr.a;cdr.

Perhaps the President can convince 
his Republican colleagues to forcet he 
has. blamed the Democrat-conlrolled 
Congress for failin'; the purse strings so 
tight that the ultimate U.S. abandon- 
merit of Indochina was wrapped in hu
miliation.

Perhaps, with his plea that we “bind 
the notion's wounds." Ford can stop 
Democrats and other war critics from 
arguing that the 1970 Nixon-Kissinger 
policies of invading Cambodia and sup- . 
porting the corrupt Lon Nol regime 
which overthrew Pnnce Sihanouk made 
a debacle in Cambodia inevitable.

Perhaps — and this is most doubtful 
— the President can persuade Ameri
cans to stop asking. "Why didn't we in
vade North Vietnam?" "Why didn't we 
bomb the dikes and wipe out Haiphong 
harbor?" "Why did we persist in fi;:ht- 
in;; a no-win war?" But there is no 
perhaps when it comes to the business 
of "restoring U.S. pride."

The truth is that while the war in 
Southeast Asia ended months ago for 
the "grunts" — the U.S. ground troops 
who sloshed through the paddies and 
jungles — and is now ending for U.S. 
airmen, military and civilian advisers 
and perhaps even for the CIA. the war 
i* far from over when it conies to U.S. 
pride.

Thailand, which stuck with the United • 
States to the point of ultimate peril, now

hi:--. r .’.--.I, tv.i-.i-u: -.':>■.>;■.• 1.1 the 
l .'v ' Uj. / will. Only ii'U knows 
Fo rtui-.v th"ui;: I, of tons cd '.Minhs 
w.-.-c die-—-d on N.irth Vietnam by U.S, 
t< i.i. i Hawn Irom l .i u.'.ii:J. That flat 
a!. :e is central to current tipeculatien 
a . to whether Han-ii will be satisfied 
w uh the ccihfw.t of .ill of Indochina, or 
whether anger, revenge, ideological . 
real require the fomenting of a success- ; 
fid rev elution in Thailand. •

When President Ford says that the I 
war is over in Indochina in so far as the 1 
U.S is concerned, is he saying that we 
also wash cur binds of involvement in 
any future violent upheavals inside : 
Thailand — or South Korea or the J 
Philippines? I

Even Americans who never endorsed I 
"the domino theory" must understand • 
that we could hardly restore U.S. pride . 
by ignoring completely assaults against • 
countries that stuck with us through the = 
toughest days of a losing venture. I

Yet. no matter what troubles erupt I 
tomorrow or five years from tomorrow 1 
in these countries, there wo-aid be mil-. 
liens of Americans screaming that Thai- 
l.ir.d is utterly corrupt, tli.it South Korea 
has dv-jtea.-rated into a brutal dictator
ship and that the Marcos regime in the 
Phdippines qualities fur both descrip
tions.

This society would find itself in a 
scaring, divisive dilemma probably 
more emotional than the agonicini: over 
Indochina. Is such a dilemma in the 
cards? Detente notwithstanding. I think 
it is. I just can’t believe that the 
Communists won't inove elsewhere to ' 
challenge the United States, to attempt 
to add insult to humiliation.

Believe me, lo;>» before we can talk 
seriously about restoring U.S. pride, we ■ 
shill have to decide whether and how to 
respond to any new challenges.



Gkun.ir to Be Taxed
t.es .v;.:;::i:s — it.- hr. Atin^-x oMm- awv.nr 

r •' S he d >i ;p a tax ;r. .•.•varri'it ol ra-’.-c than il tnil a. a 
cn c’-e secret salvage sh-p (damar Evf’-^r vb?c.\ ns 
parp-red praprity oi the federal government. has 
t\va (ax exempt.

A r:’-er i'a !.p Wa’-rq raid yrvrrdav be behoves 
thesis (act sht? — used to raise part cf a <un\cn Sovi* 
e: submarine off Hawaii It,i year — is (he k;:al prop
erty of Havard HunhcV .Siunma Corp and at an as
sessed value uf 5**0 million should be taxable in the 
amount of 51.21 million.

Watson said there is about $250 million worth of so 
phisticatcd electronics equipment on the ship but 
suspects most of it is owned by the Central Intelligence 
Agency and is therefore tax exempt.

/ J'fortfcnscijfag ^ c;;»tx*;
CtA-A<;er.len ia Ikrnbera

f-y/i /fr Z'"7^ s



CARRY WiiJ.S

A Word for Warren Coi^mssion
I: is i::re io say n word (.>r the W.irrrn 

Cu.nrni ..-u:n. Even those who believe 
th.it Oswald was the sole assassin of 
President Kennedy are beginning to 
Itr.mt that the Warren Commission did a 
bad job. They say we should "reopen 
the case." if for no other reason, just to 
resolve doubts caused by sloppy detec
tive work. Hut most doubts are caused 
by two classes of men — those who have 
not really read what the Warren 
Commission said and .those whose 
doubts would not be resolved by the Sec-, 
ond Coming (which they would treat as 
a CIA plot).

The attacks on the barren Commis- 
siori come from thnre main directions:

1. Some think the commission was 
part of the plot itself. These people are 
at least consistent. If one could mobilize 
all the resources most conspiratorial 
theories demand, then controlling the 
commission should have been no prob
lem at all. But this, like most such 
theories, proves too much. If one can 
"control" a chief justice, a future presi
dent. a bunch of prominent lawyers on 
the make, an attorney general who hap
pens to be the assassinated man’s broth
er. then one controls "everything, and 
there is no longer any need to hide — 
i.e.. to be a conspiracy. .

2. Others think the CIA and/or the 
FBI bamboozled the commission — 
which is a rather touching exercise in 
credulity. Even if those agencies were 
efficient, they wouldhave to tread care
fully where so many other factions and 
rival interests were at play — and 
where the results were going to be pub
lished in 26 volumes. But, of course, the 
record of both the FBI and the CfA is 
enough to make any criticism of the 
commission look like praise. If the con
spiracy depended on the FBI and the

CIA. t!:.-i H:x.i.1 Hunt’s whole c.'..-ce: 
toils us what would have hapfeikil to it.

J Others. E far the most numerous, 
th r.k ti e commission just fumbled the 
job oct ct haste, incompetence or uncon
scious prejudices. Most of the evidence 
for this is the citing of “lends" that the 
commission did not track down. In fact, 
many of these were tracked down, or 
.were patently tryf.se leads from the start.

A fair example is Mark Lane’s use of 
testimony by Nancy Perrin Rich. He de
voted a whole chapter of this book to 
this woman’s bizarre tale. He neglected 
to tell the readers that the same woman 
appeared two other times, in two dufer- 
ent places, to volunteer evidence to the 
commission. The investigators listened 
politely, though she told three totally 
different stones. At one of these appear
ances, deliberately omitted from Lane's 
chapter, she took (and flunked) a poly
graph test

Ovid Demaris and I, back in the’Ws, 
took Lane's advice and followed up this 
woman’s testimony. We found that she 
was an unstable woman, had been in 
and cut of psychiatric care and police 
stations, that she loved to ’’testify’' 
about all her famous friends in mob 
trials ar.d other celebrated crimes. We 
also found that Lane knew all this, that 
he told the woman's husband he would 
not be able to make anything of her 
testimony. But he made an entire ten
dentious chapter out of one third of that 
testimony.

Here is a simple rule of thumb for 
dealing with conspiratorialists: If they 
question the integrity of the Warren 
Commission yet quote Mark Lane with 
approval, they are intellectually very 
ill-equipped or intellectually dishonest.
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Warren Cvumn^.uit is wdlav; to V-hJ 
up and *uy be think* the time tuseomc 
to reopen air cnicul inquiry into the 
assassination at President John r. 
Kennedy.

The man k Burl W. Griffin. now. a 
judge on the slat2 trial bench in Cleve
land. Ohio, 'The ease ought to be re-

public issue. If> n<5( al all clear to me 
how to approach if. But the public is 
concerned aud it’s all (ted in with cv- 
crything Ihafj been happening ‘in our

• government fur the past ten yeanu*
What's been happening n a trend 

toward "Bi" Brother government and 
the implicit threat this ((presents to Che 
freedom of the people.” says Senator
Hank Church, who heads a congers-* 
Jtonal commit:** about to plunge into 
an investigiLon of the.entire U.S, in
telligence community.

Judge Griffin*-, forthright stand—-the 
first time any member of the Warren 
Commission Jos dared suggest the com
mission didn’t get all the answers — 
should come a* no surprise to the mi-*

• jority of Americans who. as early a* 
1966, according to a Gallup poll, did 
not accept the conclusions the War
ren Report: that Lee Harvey Oswald." 
ncling (done, assassinated J’rvMdctil

Kuby. Mliir •M Iwo
Jays later In the Dallas pulkc station.

And Judge Griffin’* reasom fur tv
opening ihcc.r.eJiiMikl come us no sur- 
prise to longtime critics of the Warren 
Report. Says Judge Gridin: “I don’t 
think some agencies woe candid with 
-us. I never thm^ht (he Dallas police

was (he FBI. ! wrote a metro in late 
August of 1964 to the dneetor of (I e 
commission fJ. Lee Rankin), in which

questions. We on!/ gut answers on two 
or three of th^rn.”

Judge Griffin didn’t keep copies of 
ai* own memo* and the oti.^ujl of that 
memo isn’t where it ought to be in the
Suhonjl Aiehivevin Washington. Bat

Pook Depository. After some deb**, 
the HU finally confessed to the eon. 
trisvon that the ether print* beu'%?J 
lo an FBI agent. “We accepted the 

: answer we gut.- say* Judge Gn.X 
“even though (hey were inadequate and 
didn't carry the bailie any further. To 
do u\ we‘4 hive had to challenge the 
integrity of the HU and the CIA. Pick 
in I9o4. that was something we 
didn't da.”

Another stiff lawyer on the Warren 
Commission confirmed Judge Gridin's 
view, if somewhat less courageously. 
Asked whether he got everything he

. panted from (he Hit. he pained for 
about 15 seconds and said, "Oil the

• record?” Why would he want the ebsi- *
ously negative reply oil (he recon!? 
“Ikcainc of possible reprisals (rem the 
HU.” ho said. “Though Km worried 
nhmd that leas how than I was when 
Hoover was thcdirectct,”

The informal testimony of Judge 
Griffin and bls colleague confirms the 
findings of the independent critics of 
the Warren Commission.

These critics have dramatic new doc
umentation which proves that ibeWa- 
ren Commission investigation was 
never the free and independent inquiry 
weM been told; that the FBI concluded, 
too soon, there was no conspiracy and 
then in an effort to justify its early con
clusion* did a grudging reinvesligation 
whose only purpose was to prove is 
own premature conclusions.

The critics* most important piece of 
documentation: a longtime top secret 
transcript of an executive session of the 
Warren Commission on January 27th. 
1964, which was declassified only last 
year (after a long ami expensive Free
dom of Information suit filed.by Harold 
Weisberg). That transcript suggests the 
FIH and other intelligence agrncirv 
may possess significant information 
they withheld from (he commission.
The information may still be available 
in some agency’s file* or in the "OC” 
(official and confidential) files moved 
to J. Edgar Hoover’s home at rhe time 
of his death in 1972.

..it Judge (ii'hifi comment* an J 
dcvu/ncmatHin of the cnics help 
vw t’n; u< pv «»( any kem'V ami *

m.iV

.a IA. Mo- 
Ul i tin' Ilk'S

IVkr Dale Stmt. a Watren Ctemnis- 
ven critic who teaches English al the 
University of California at Berkeley, in- 
^Is that abundant dues point to a con
spiracy “dcmmHiraldc (mill the scry 
puKcduics whkh it used to cover its 
trace*” a la Watergate.

The time i» right for reopening (he 
ease in another sense. 1 he assassination 
seems (o duhuiMtc the national sub- 
conscious. A majority, as polls show, 
have always h.J their doubts. Water
gate. White House horror* sad high-

doubts about America’s ugliest murder 
mystery. Recent new* stork* only serve 
to intensify them.

A I960 memo from J. Edgar Hoover 
to the Stat? Department surfaced in 
19?$. It is a warning from (he director 
(hat someone poking a* Lee Haney Os
wald in Russia might try lo ret Oswald^ 
U.S. na>sport. in itself, the memo may 
not be significant; Oswald s mother bad 
complained t<> (he EBI (hut she’d sent 3 
birth certificate to Oswald in SxhUer*

linkd to other reports that "a second 
Oswald* left (raco in New Orleans.

J :h>l ionic (even mcinK
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■Kim'! !r- ji'vir.eni. s'
Ar.crijjn ['Mfk, J'

Yvtk’t Upper Cast S:J: nod endorse 
the Gonrakz resolution. The rcpfrv.n 
(.Hives wire: Jklh Abtug. Herm in Ha-

(1 And Kan'

nUoincy

\’<in; tu (host in fui<r;n counhin ' ^Ho, Marib Bia?a. Elizabeth Hnbr- I 
a Mui have to deal with an American ; man. Edward Koch and Benjamin, 
temmeot which may use wnwin-v . RosmthaL Another Manhattan con-.

dean emeritus of the L<w v.huol at 
SmitHm Mcthodnt t’ni»m.i/; IJjTx# 
DA li-:niy Wade; Dallas av.r.tim DA 
Bill Alev uidcr and Leon Jaworski, jpe»

aua political tool. But as Torn *-gressman, Charles Rangel, added hit f ciat counsel for the Texas Court of In-1 
L'ker pointed out ta the New K»d endorsement a few days bfcr. 1 °"*rv ru-^«* n/ni«-»«i ;flVMi>»iit<m\ j quiry (whose projected investigation?

The time is right. Congress—whether wjs preempted by the work of the 
through (he hew committee proposed j Warren Commission).

broid need not be greatly by Representative Gonzalez or thren»*M—-On the commission*# next working*

ker pointed o’;t io the .V/* )'
r: "The mentality that can order 
ndooe murder for political p«r-

• erped to ordcror condone murder ter [ (fa Church committee in (he Senate— * day. Monday, January 27m. all ot the * 
chacal purposes at home, particularly must investigate the JFK assassination.' commission members except Rcpre< 

. TcnUlive Gerald Ford showed up for-hrs the instrument to carry it out.it 
jady at hand.” It seems clear now that the FBI and an executive session. Soon after the
“-.s doubt, about the aiuuionvn other agencie. including the CIA and, meeting began. Rankin showed where' 
President Kennedy become part'd the Secret Service were playing game. | 
atmosphere that nurture, the dream. ‘ ‘ ‘ ”' ” ' “

cf t'mjtiitj. fn The Iash AAm or Jn 
. ’.e?.'ce. a best-wiling novel by Joseph 

DAf^a, the CU\ pints lYesident Ken
nedy's murder. In Th* fears of Au* 
s^fn, novelist Ch^'H .McGarry spins 
azatber theory: The Diem family 
c.'^-ced President Kennedy's death in 
rezabacon for the American aujsmiu- 
^ra of President Ngu Dinh Diem.

A very bad movie, Executive Action. 
K'.errzHs in documentary fashion to re* 
'• ;2 hew the real aimdr.} killed Presi
de.?' Kennedy; thousands dock to see it. 
L~. i belter isovic. 7he Parallax ITrw, 
V-'i—_-□ Heatty pbvs a reporter who 
u.'co-cnIhe plot by a major U.S. cur- 
pcstzha to kill U S. leaders. At Che 
mo’-:** end. the platters kill him. too. 
The doubts and (be drama poison 
ArrHcj with fear and a feeling of fiuv

with the Warren Commission. The; 
agencies were behaving as if they had I
something to hide. Just what they were ■ 
hiding is open to olucial inquiry-

ilTVnr. Recently Dtscovtxto t
'tosCRIHTOF AN ExtCUHVfi 

Session

he stood: “We do have a dirty rumoc’ 
that is very bad for the commission. | 
very damaging to the agencies that are ’ 
involved in it and it must be wiped out 
insular as it is possible to do so by this 
commission.” The possibility that it 
might be true doesn’t occur to Rankin.
Or, if it duet, then (he whole question

Some Warren Commission critic be
lieve they were hiding Lee Haney Oi- 
wald's intelligence connections. As we

is one that is beyond h;m. Rankin* 
simply wants to get an official dental 
from the I-BL

Warren wants to go to the sources
have learned in the past few months. , of (he story ‘To sec if there is any sub- 
after then attorney general Saxbe’i. stance to the claim." 
icvchtiuns about (he FBI’s Coiniclpro* Senator Richard Russell agrees with

Confronted by thi\, many Wairen 
Coramnsica members defend their ‘ 
•^ori: like so many Pontius Pitotcr.Qaoil 
scrip*. scripsi. what I have written. I 
have written. Cornmuiooef John J.
McCloy, now a New York lawyer, says. 

1 never saw a ca.se mure completely 
:.'r.e?-" .Stiff lawyer Leon D. Hubert 
L*.. row profesvorof law at Tulane Uni- 
• ersBy. says, *We tried, man. we tried. 
Ei eh cf us sakL Tf I can break (His 
?>.z wid- open. I’m m:J:.‘ But none 
:: u> i ttnd i: wj> anybody but Os-

J Trade Cummhsioa. say 
> no question in my mind th

and CIA director Colby’s report to Warren. "If you went down there in the 
President Ford on the CIA, both agen- first instance todhe FBI and got a states 
ties were embarked in (he early Sixties' merit and when you start pursuing it 
on :i massive domestic spy effort. It was you would look like you are impeach- 
a big. expensive program tb it added to ing." ("Impeaching" here means “a!-, 
the size and power of the FBI and CIA; lacking the credibility of’ the FOL) 
empires. i "This is my point," says Warren.

The hst thing the FBI or th? CIA '•Exactly," says Representative Hale 
needed was public exposure of (and a Boggs.
public reaction against) their programs Senator Russell says, "The best way 
--by having a Lee Harvey Oswald tied to handle it would be to try to exhaust 
to them. Whatever Oswald's real role if at the other end before you go to 
was. no one in the U.S. government cn- the FBI."
gaged in spy counterspy games wanted Allen Dulles says the FBI has already 
to assume any responsibility for him. issued a categorical demal of (be 

The transcript of the commission’s Oswald-ajrni story in the New York 
executive session of January 27th, Times. (Il is interesting that Dulles, a 
1964, demonstrates the commissions former CIA director, h so ready to 
concern about this possibility—a pos- consider the question closed.) 
ability pointed out to the commission But John McCloy doesn’t give the 
by some of th* top law enforcement of- FBI's categorical denial much weighs 
uciak in Texas. These oth^uis had and Senator Russell points cut that the 1 

• commission may be dealing with
spooks, a notoriously lying breed. Sajs 
Russell- “If Oswald never had oasis-



nut. h he *

htre. * ^>k
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h. the

at jll ol that/'

p^.M out. In outayr a ^ lt«~l |M you ^ ^ K<SJ snJ „ 
>f power .nude the Jot.<e Deportment forth ^ ^ ^ ^^ ^^ ^ 
•^A '^ CC’J ««••>*»?:: ’ h»t why of the ^ ^
'“!J it be «nbw«.SJ for the 3»or- FunheraMi Hoover nw hl,e ^ 
>ey .«««! of the U.w.M Sole, to m- , raM1( M ^ OlwjU 4e u ^ 
iu.re of one of ha <crw« whe!her or | Hoovcf s ^ M UJ(ch (J1. H,r Wjv (er

m4n J Cuba Committee and try to penetrate 
.ided the president of the I mud S^ D„..„
«! an ajent? Don the ewbwr^sment; B,„ he ^^ M:O f ,he R|| dsJ h, _ 
upenede the mpotoxc el s:«ins the I OiwjU ..„. .^ M lhe k|nJ o| |tjUw

>n such a Mention a, (h# (totf ^j hi„ ,|c Ka 
r i v r I ’U StUpiJ."

. ' ?J‘?f Jf*? ^““^ Cn;«' w>‘ M.Cbv u1^ “I wouldn't nut much 
hat for Hobby Kennedy :odo so would 
mply that Bobby though: there was 
emething wrong in the bureau. Evm 

•Or McCloy savs. "h $;d! wouldn't di*

. confidence H Ihe-intelligence of .di th 
agents I hive ran into. I have run inh
some awfuhy si ■d agents.

■J5.
•u would know ip 
rr? was anybody.

Du’lcs admits that he’d know what 
area to look ix ‘Someone/’ he con-i

tb.vi^ The CIA has no charter to.hire 
wK\l> for this kind of work in the 
Vn.:M Stares, it has abroad, that is the 
distinction. But the CIA has no charter. 
I don't say it couldn't possibly have 
done rt but it has no charter of authority 
to rvn this kind of agent in the United

ruth is our only du
v:

i (IrropenMNe is a strange description 
; of an attain or a president If Oswald 
! was a lone nuL then "irresponsible” is

ako . oajov says, i $;inp|y th* wrong word. To 
u!J recurs that any ^j Os^;j k responsible?).

*0>ev it to us.” McCloy says he wants, 
a get to the bottom of all this.

Dalles say* McCloy may be asking 
>s impossible. "How/* a>k$ Dulles, 
Jo you disprove a fellow was not your; 
lent?”
Boggs v 

.nd ct th 
o records.

J}i 0:

*hat the 
of the a;

K.

ha r

S :^ D;

had agents with

to Oswald but I have run into some 
very limited mentalities both in the CIA 
□nJ ths FBI."

The commission's meeting room 
rumbles with what the stenotyp** de
scribes as "laughter.'’

Warren tries to sum up: “Agencies
: do employ 

terrible ch

:t only two people 
ant. and nobody commit;

ant

*«s did not 
he w.u re-

Hoover.’ 
about th: 
like to p 
could ah

recover men "ho a.

’y b tJ characters.”

women r be n n 
□rency and say tn.

most t

Slid t

d t

r
?IA involved with Oswald? 
wn to beb.^c that the CIA 
3 own unpublickcd investi-

ration on Oswald alter the a^a./aa* 
tiox Yet there's little on the record of 
what the CIA told the Warren Com-

ThU h serious business and McCloy 
k\!.«s the f«5t open complaint about 
the situation: “I would think the time is 
almost overdue for us being as depend-- 
ent as we are on FBI investigations, the 
time is almost overdue for us to have a 
better perspective of the FIJI invniigi. 
non than we now have.”

Rankin takes part of the blame for 
that. He sass that he and his staff need 
mere tune to study the FBI’s supple* 
r.v’ii report. given to them two weeks 
batore. h’r s-C < the supplemental 
r>»vt a:m«eteu many of the commis-

Th

Vx A

iera—but not all of them: 
vast areas that ;ire unan- 

\* proent time/* says Ran. 
•en he explains the trouble

is that they have

united the ?3sassina- 
iJ.d that no one else 
have decided—”

I interrupts. “They

ontinuei



tert’** they have pv-n us. or eUe <*<? 
can jo 2:^ Cry to run down some of 
thae couiteral romon that have just 
not been dealt with directly in thia fiw 
matend that w* have.” ;

The rremten seem inclined to want 
to go bey ord the FBI. But then McCloy ; 
poiett out that some “sheet** he has in
front of him (judging from a prior ref- • the investigation/*
erence, it is probably a copy of Harold f The best of the Warren Commission 
Feldman's probing article tn the Mj- : critics are as serious as Hoch and their • 
tioa, -Oswald aud the FBI/* January ; names may well go down some day on ; 
27th, 1954) “ij designed to be an at- 2n honor roll of those who cared 
tack on the FBI.” Says McCloy, "Wc enough to get involved: Vincent Sal- 
don't want to be in the position of at- . andria. Harold Weisberg. Sylvia Mcag- 
ta:Ea? the FBL* t ^. Josiah Thompson. Edward Jay Ep-

With this, the commission does a stein. David Tifton. Lillian Castellano.
quick about-face. Forgetting their only 
diisu truth, the commissioners agree 
that oone.cf them wants to attack the

Fred ^'ewcomh, Peay Adams. Ray 
Marcus, Marjorie Field. Shirley Mar
tin. Mary Ferrell. Richard Popkin. Rill

FBI. They decide on a "marriage” of 
Stator RusseN's two alternative'.: They 
end up rssoking to ask Hoover about 
the relationship between Oswald and 
the F3! c^d to perform their own inde
pendent ir.vedigrtion.

Bi:: the commission did very little in
dependent investigation. Equating that 
with an 2'.:nk on the FBI, the commis-
sion kt the FBI investigate itself.

Rackia thought this was pretty con- 
trovesMl material. He confiscated the 
stenographers* notes of the January 
22c2 meeting—and they remain scaled 
to this day. Rankin specifically request
ed no stenotypist at all for the January 
2-’h meeting with the Texas officials 
and filed an affidavit with Judge Ger- 
h?rd GeseTs court in Washington in 
1974 F-.e.-n ilaro!.! Wob-rg w.:% ;mn;: 
to see efie tran.cript) saying he had in
struction from the Warren Commission 
to keep the Jinumy 27th meeting under 
a top-secret classification. Weisberg 
sa>t rr.r'A nothin ', in any commission 
record to supp-ut Rankin.______ ___

UL T»n St nucs Critics and 
T«p.u Stu Evinrsec

Th?urh Rankin trial 10 hide (he ma 
io.r.r critics managed co die it 

: rhey k.imed to find their way 
'.J the N.cion.’! Archive*, they 

■ - J (~e ccmm-ssu'u’v working pa-

fiatly c^ntrad^t^ry ev\*?Kiers to d c 
V<tr.’n Comniiv ^ without f.mchir ’. 
Hoch's highly documented ond read- 
;b!e story shows hew the commivoxm. 
knr* Hoover was hiding somethin;?—-J 
•nJ how (he commission kt him got; 
away with it. "'t considerable cost.’* 
concludes Hoch, “to the integrity cf

Tumer. Richard Sprague and the early j 
Mark Lan*

Among the most important critics 
still hard at work and making new con- • 
tributions axe:

• Bernard Fenstcnvald, a successful 
Washington D.C. lawyer, who out of ■ 
hb own wen-haberd^hered pocket. : 
finances the activities of something he
calls rhe Committee to Investigate As
sassinations, a loose confederation of 
citizens whose worry about the assas
sination of (wo Kenadys and a King 
was or.ee signalized by the flag they 
printed on their metered mailings: Who 
/» KatbCOi.R I.E.iSfjts? FcnsUrw.ilJ 
helped set up a special .imagination 
archive nt Georgetown University and 
was the chief honcho fur a conference 
.1! G.-.-rjtL;wH on th: t.mth ittmiveriary 
of JFK’s assassination. With attorney 
fames L«:r, he is handling legal ap
peals for James Earl Ray, basing been i 
brought into the RaV case bv Harold 
Wabern. Though K-nKerv uk! h-; 
avoided entangling his .'ssa>.matmn 
con.-piracy theurirv with the K »y case. 
WeLhc-g sass that was the Mcue/v be 
bird ‘he move to g’t a new trial fvr 
Ras. ’ If sse walk Ra>. then the govern- 
rrc;:’ w-fi have :o fmd Dr, King* real 
kiifi.v” ffric seems 10 be the commit- 
tee’s bjdc tr.rust to vu»h the v?wrn- 
me.j to fad tea; ulfirs-u: H R.

Wecht saw he haws hi* conclusion 
on an anafiji of the famous single 
bullet (C'jnuiusvvn Exhibit 599) ’ 
which the Warren Coinmission said I 
was supposed to hu* entered the right ' 
ride of the p;ciidem\ buk. coursed | 
through the uppermost portions of the I 
thorax and mediastinum and emerged ’ 
;usl over the knot of the president’s tie । 
—then entered the right side of Gov- : 
ernor Connally’s back (breaking his [ 
right filth rib), emerged from hiychest, ; 
shattered a bone in his wrist , and tn-j 
tefed his left thigh. After all this the j 
bullet had only lost two grains from 
its original weight and, said Wecht. 
the lipper two centimeters of the Bullet. 
"show no grossly viable deformities, ► 
areas cf mutilation, lost of substance 
or any kind of significant scathing." 
There is one small piece that was re
moved from the bullet’s jacket by an 
FBI agent “for spectrographic analysis" 
(which analysis might show that JFK 
and Connally were not hit by the same 
bullet).

Furthermore; says Wecht. there was 
something strange about the trajectory 
of that bullet from the sixth Hour of the
Texas School Book Depository. It was 
supposed to have been traveling down
ward and passing through JFK from 
right to left, ft should, therefore, have 
missed Governor Connally completely.' 
Under the Warren ComniLsion’s hy-; 
pothesis the bullet may have made an 
acute angular turn in midair. Wecht 
believes a second assassin may have* 
been firing at JFK from the rear, pos- 
jibiy even from ths fr^nl, but he says 
he cannot know fur sutc until he ex
amines the materials that are musing.

• Robert Groden, a young expert 
'in optics fpxm New York City, has 
magnified (he centra! part of each’ 
frame of the Zapruder film and pro
duced what he ca’L a reframed copy. 
The result is like a new him of the 
assassination, mad: through a zoom 
lens, with much of the jiggle removed. 
Now. even more starkly than before, 
to th: lay observer at least, it appears 
that the si. < vd/.h ?u r; ofi the top 

nres.Jen:’* b/u! .mJ snkltcrcd
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; » ?• <r on. I'h: ;,ci r e he-: ?*•?•••

•CM. hut fieri (!'..■ b. eksou <o-'-i
• Mt k-vw. yon were, Uy .eg to hold In 

vo and hi\ Aid! <\u”
Groden. w!u» rccur.sri:; ted lb? /□;•■ 

nJ.*.* f.hn (rem i pxjtcd cop* Ma,^ 
a; io I ime Jac., lui bad h<> film 4>o* i 
rwatly on scatieicd IV M Ji/ o JI 
ecr U.S. and OJi Acc^dm; 
to Groden. Hi blowup ihovi not only 
-’H President KcnneiJy ujs killed by 
4 vhoc from the front (and therefore, 
from a shot on er near the grassy 
knoll); it ako shows the rifleman stand-j 
in*;’there on the grassy knoll holding, 
the rifle up tn the ate as the presidential ■ 
ea* disappears through the railroad' 
underpass. 1

Interestingly enough, when Groden! 
showed this him at Bernard fenster-’ 
wahl's home in November 1973. net-, 
ther he nor anyone eke made any men-| 
t:?n of a rifleman on the knoll. Groden' 
says it wasn’t until January 1974 that j 
he started scanning the last IM frames! 
of his Zapruder 61m and Chen began loj 
sec that what he thought was the wheel. 
well of the presidential Lincoln wasn’t' 
the wheel well at all. but the rifleman—! 
“because the car was moving forward! 
and the ’wheel wclP was moving back
ward.”

• David Lifton is an engineering- 
physics graduate of Cornell and a drop
out from graduate school at UCLA who! 
ought to have three doctorates by now: 
in the disciplines he has picked up dur-! 
ing ten years of work on the assassin#-1 
fion: history, political science and hh^ 
toriography (a studyof the way history’ 
is written). In 1967 Lifton did a 3 0.000-: 
word analysis (with Da*id Welsh) in’ 
Rampant which argued that there were’ 
three assassins firing in Ocaley Plaza on 
November 22nd, 1963.

In 1968. shortly after most of the 
transcripts of the Warren (.Commission 

•executive sessions uercdecbv>iu-ed. Lit
ton published them privately x* Docu
ment Addendum to tne Warren Report. 
Litton has served as a consultant to.Dr. 
Cyril Wecht and it was he who pro
vided the producers of Executive Ac- 
non with (he documentary record which 
he started scanning the l ist IS frames 
of lus Zapruder him and then began to 
see that what he thought was the wheel 
well of the presidential Lincoln wasn't 
(he wheel well at all. but the rifleman— 
“because the car was moving forward 
and the ‘wheel well’ was moving back
ward.”

l .niev tghv (a ■ ! t/ * w a» *
i, wpuenV lit I'.1?' I <•, ■., J-,: a A- 
word andpis ii -J W<''' - »n 
Kampirft wh.ch arc -cJ dm the c wee: 
three assist h ‘ arc 11 (ka>y P* u> ; : 
November 22nd. 1^6).

In P^S. sS rN alter mrM e( the 
transcripts cf the Warren (Vm^.^um 
executive sessions wercdeclasMbed, I u- 
ton published them privately as f\vu« 
mem Addendum :o toe Warren Rs-e-t. 
Lifton has served as a consultant to Or. 
Cyril Wecht and it was he who pro
vided the producers of EteeutWe .sc-. 
tion with the documentary record w hkh 
supported that movie s attempt to prove 
how several assassination teams mr:M 
have worked in Dallas. Lifton is a .*5- 
year-old bachelor whose Brentwood 
apartment has 22 hliag drawers on the 
assassination.

Lifton has a work in progress which 
challenges the authenticity of the evi
dence on which the Warren Compul
sion based its major findings.

• George O'Toole. a (ormer com
puter analv st for the CIA, has ti;rod 
to a new technological tool as an impor
tant adjunct in his assassination re
search. The tool is .somethingcalled a 
Psychological Stress Evaluator (TSE), 
a machine which a skilled operator can 
apply to anyone’s recorded words and 
Jell, by evaluating the stress patterns in 
the speech been on the machine's scan
ners as a series of mountains and val
leys*. whether that person is telling the 
:r^:h orbing.

Tre PSE presents advantages over 
th; c!J polygraph exam (which is why 
old-time polygraph examiners don't 
!Ae i:L ,\ skilled PSE examiner can 
play the PSE game with iemote subjects 
who don't even know they’re partici- 
-an:>. All OToole needed in order to 
"rd cut whether some o! the actors in 
hr HK assassination scenario were ; 
Z::::; the truth w.k access to o’J tap rd 
-:;:mcas they’d given out years ago. 

O'Toole found some of these — radio : 
2nd television interviews with c.jiojj 
:.ke Dr. J.J. flumes, who performed an 
autopsy on President Kennedy, and 
members of the Warren Communion 
i.-.d. ce>t notably. Lee Haney Os- 
v. -.U i hallway interviews in the Dallas 
• ri station. Where previously- taped 
:-.rriru^:’ri!ri>:(^!A mthe

e: certain witnesses in PdLs and 
r- e-'-rrs of the Delhi police h OToole' 

th? role of a journalist co.ng a 
:r-:-.-.'.irme:sary story on the bsa^i- 

?x went down to Texas with a tape 
:::::^:t and pot his own interviews.

• • ; - V tO

\ ad. that I - -
H Ow.uj M.a i.1^^ the (ruth

t h? nA to a u .mJ.*. ^peder m 
, U ??.k police stainui v l:i» .'.Ac J him 
.;<-t he had shot th = pevdeut. ‘T 

d J:ft *ho«M anybody, no sir.”

~ IVJ ontniNG l O* in* 
Ju’roafor Co-csem

If Oswald didn't do i(. who did?) 
I here are a lot cf conspiracy theories. | 
A con/reasional task force is needed to ; 
evaluate them all. H the agencies Ihem. 
selves the Secret Service, the FBI, the 
CIA. Army end Navy intelligence, arc 
themselves an object of the investiga— 
tiou, (hen, quite obviously, we can't ex
pect them (oe anyone in the ranks of 
traditional law enforcement) to investi
gate themselves, or investigate anyone 
with old-buy tie# to any part of the in
telligence community.

And don’t expect much from the Jus
tice Department either. A group of 
Warren Commission critics, including 
Mary Ferrell of Dallas and Bernard 
FensterwJd, recently presented the 
U.S. Attorney's ©flue in Dallas with 
evidence (hey'd gathered which they., 
hoped would help reopen the case be
fore federal courts in Dallas. Their proj
ect failed. Assistant U.S, Attorney Ken. 
neih Mighell said hd saw nothing new 
in the evidence they gave him.

The only likely forum is a congres
sional committee, which is being 
pushed by Representative Gonzalez— 
and you can expect no endorsing action, 
by enough members of Congress unless 
and until public opinion keeps building.

Who will build it? There arc various 
cirizco lobbies at work. Therc s one ac
tive croup in Washington D.C. under 
iK. leadership of .Mark Laue and Mar- 
; » RaAin (who is director of the In- 
»?.:u;e tor Policy .Studies), an intelli
gent, |fh?n! but unexciting group which 
has decided to talk quietly with indi- 
vidua! congresspersons.

Then there's something eke in Cam. 
bridge, .Massachusetts, called (he Assas
sination Information Bureau. I he “bu
reau” consisted of five young men whtn 
I visited (hem last November. Their 
hcadquaiieis were in the home of Carl 
Oglesby on /MnolJ Circle in Cam
bridge. Oglesby, gaunt, articulate, a 
sometime instructor at Ml 1, is a former 
president of Students for a Demo
cratic Soctetv. He's 3S now. but Iris four 
associates in the .AIB. Bob Katz, Mi-

OoatiMPA
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d Gat ••' I' 
r '!.t,^ o<

d n; Eul. to-’ drop it He

il cf 19/3. after the Senate Wafer- 
to hearings. Kat<". with the help of 
> buddies, went natirnjl with a sink 
•urc ca^d ' Who Killed JFK?”
-At first/* m)i Haw William* with

i .ahon

girt with the fteH. Without pressure

little. Attorney General Richard Klein- •

nmr 
now. 'We leek ill the critics* com*

Jest something to do. Maybe make a 
h(t!» treaty. Then we started getting 
more dates than.chic m;.u could handle. 
W* reduced that the young people were 
huntry ar4 thirsts fot the truth. They 
had a feeling they'd been conned about

*v.«* jinl a p®. diertstprcmiwsjihatiheJusliccUcpart- 
ment would attack Watergatewith “the

plaints anj we did cur own investiga
tion and we cv aMtA find anything that 
really held up.” Martin Waldron, still a

on the road.* In 197J and 1774, the 
AI3 hit more (han 150 college cam-

most extensive, thorough and complete 
mvevtisabon since the assassination of 
President Kennedy.” The Justice De
partment did that—and went no fur
ther up the line than Gordon tiddy. , 
Out the pres* didn’t accept that official 
truth a* the whole truth, the I^h/im.?- ■ 
ton Toit went after the story and *o |

anether member of the team. He says 
that he and others came up w«<h “a tot 
of unanswered questions.” He doesn't 
know why the Tiwt didn't bother to 
pursue them. He says he's not even sure 
that the Titrtff ever made much of a de
cision to start looking in the first place. 
“I'd be off on a pvd lead and thenr,:^ from Maine to llwau. And the (later) did the rest of he n ion 1. ^..^.-j m; and sc„j ,ncout 

crcxds kept petting bigger. pret.. Finally and almost reluctantly ^ ^^ O|, anothcr 4lwy or lomc.
In the fall, after S.xnn sdem.se and. Congress acted. ‘ thine. We never rcallv detach.-d anyone

New. 11 years after fh- anamination ^ Wc ^^ ^ seriolll." 
of President Kennedy, the press must , Af(vr rcpor(er< fll,m ,bc n4tion3l 

pros saw Garrison at work (and the 
menagerie of assassination freaks that 
seemed to hover around Garrison), the 
media in genera! began to have less and 
less time and space for assassination 
stories. Fditors began to classify every 
conspiracy theorist as a nut. Says the 
H-'it/rinjrriwt Foil's executive editor, 
Beniamin Bradlcc. explaining why he 
has yet to put an investigative team Ou 
the JFK assassination story. "Ron Kess
ler did a recent story knocking dossn 
the second gun theory in rhe Robert 
Kennedy assassination ary! nuts from

the succession of Gerald Ford, the kids 
crowded into the AIB lecture* as never 
before. "You guy* only charging 
SrfO?” said the Campus honchos in 
cHr^e of-booking l.'jurcn. "You're
getting bigger crowds than anybody. 
You ouyhu chares more." The Alli 
didn't charge mure.

Said Oglesby: “We think its up to ui 
to politicize this question. We want to 
lake the information to a wide aud
ience. *Wc want the people at large Io 

• get so interested in answers that every 
presidential candidate in the *76 cam- 
pa:pi will be forced to take a po 
iincn on icopening the ease. We want 
to make it a central issue of the cam-

1 he AID look a step toward that goal 
early in February by organizing a con-

get back on the story it was once cover- J 
Ute. Hack in August 1%S. an aide to* 
the Kennedy* who hail served a* a ; 
speechwriter fur both President Ken
nedy and President Johnson. Richard ’ 
N. Goodwin, called for a reopening of; 
the ease—and added that other friends *

e of th? p.-jion'

of the Kennedy* agreed with him.. i 
By early 196'. both Life and the Sat

urday Evening Pott did stories blasting 
many of the Warren Report's concltr-- 
sions. t.ife used frames from the Zapru-. 
der film to make a case for a new offi- ( 
cial investigation. Aral the New York ■ 
Timrt organieed a task force of report- i ^^ corsts were all over me. Letters, 
cn under Harrison Salisbury to go [C|^r_jnls. phone calls, personal visits, 
back over all the areas of doubt and ... |«vc heert up'lo my ass in lunatics.'* 
eliminate them. Bradice's failure to commit the rcpoi to-

But Salisbury and Ills team didnt riut and limmcial resources of the/knr

koo 
mee

■eliminate th I doubt. In .1 re- ■ ) to any

in*. J 
b/f- 
or p.

in:* and J^cuuion*. The list of 
re* was hardly a safe one; the AIB 
d some whoe work has Already

cent interview. Salisbury said hit task nic<hodizal investigation during the last

ranoid f ::bti: 
Ovoby -

all right,

J. became ii forces ever 
the bev. possible ease."

force got about halfway through the . 
investigation when a standing request, 
he had made for a visa to Hanot came _ 
through at last. He put the JFK project 
on the sh.-lf f l was the only one who 
held al! the strings:' he sass, "and I 
didn't 'vant to give the thing to anyone 
else") and Slew otf to Paris and Hanoi.

•diven years is especially puzzling in 
view cf the To*i\ courageous handling 
of Wateiplc and the intimate friend, 
ship Htsdlee had with President 
Kennedy.

Editors, of course. sometimes cate- 
cori/c movements by pinning pejora
tive labels on the mart extreme cle-

D.r, O.Hdsy feel iha: set, 
.".tiiit

caused a furor in Washington, aau niter 
he returned, he had to testify before

menu in each movement. 
Commission critics became "| 
conspiracy freaks*’ and. by 1 
Martin Luther King and Koh

War re a

and hi> tea 
in their JF! 
to stop.' he 
body cared.

mply ”lo»t interest” 
t. ‘’Nobody told us 
Ve iu>i felt that no

to ignoring conspiracy talk. Uui<k un
cials of a conspiracy. i:i fact, became 
part of government prohKot The g«>v-
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of f.-irc '.’.x: c
lh\\A\l, A \' \. '. ix-ixhX'nix .uc LlH: 
of nun di J «a x * wh.» b.oe dewteJ • 
then tivo to ’\ pd-,^ tx.4 W.iUfptlc ’ 
U.A j ptVxV v.x X w:: J* |.xA \x.U* (*» ‘ 
UlUl'M; J\ .'.xVixM.’.tiMU 14 Jolm IL j 
Kcmuxly i> »\ b ^x'i jvkc Mot* vl I 
(hem aft, It it tAc* v\\.iJo to IvH it. 
then decode* ni.4 K* devote*! to it* 
(dung.

In (he a^ivv'UtA'n ol IN evident Ken. 
nedv. (he ma Lx o^xsuon today h; Uid 
the FBI and the Cl \ (cr any ether piv. 
crndicnt.il ap;x*l vuilihoM important 
infermativn trom i\« Warren Gwmivl 
seen? It is a ^x^kvi Hu* pre** mint ask 
-n'u'r and owe A$jm—until Che pee* 
pie have a credible unucr.

Gerald Fords Little White Lie
Classifying: executive $e»iont of the 
Warren Cxvrm^ix'n meant little to one 
of the cc^^k’X'o members, Reprc- 
scaUtive GtcaX! Feed, who took the 
transcript of the January 27th meeting 
bbae-peneded a’I the parts of it that 
evdd ha*e e."ba‘ra»td anyone and 
vs id it xs x baLx tec the first chapter of 
L» bxv< .-V;.: o*«4ld. A''.**-.;.* of (he 
^Uiuiw. Ihta he tied about it in his 
CcnhrmatVn bearings for viccpresi* 
dent before the Senate Judiciary Com* 
mitcee on No* err.bee 5:h, 1^73:

The ri-^"^: Ao* M'. Tod. it 
hex bee- " .'.L ’W* :u a /".ember of the

| Warren Commission. you v^'ift.&ify 
| accepted the constraints v> VcS a-? ike 
। members <rf the commission ^oepced. 
: providing that yon would not pxWih 
I or release any proceedings of the com* 

minion.
You did. however, in •Ksxvx.ion 

j with another, publish a boot e>~d ye-o- 
. t ide material for a 'Life*
, cfe on the proceedings of the <en-t j- 
। sion. Da you feel this was a '^datco* of 
। your agreement?
t Mr. bard. To my ben recodrctio^.
’ Mr. Chairman, there uec to Such 
I agreement, but even if d.:*? was. t: e

: h^.’l that I published io conjunction 
। with a member of my stuff . . . we wrote 
| the bonk, but we did not use in that 

beck any material other than the mu* 
terhd that wut la the 26 sohanet of 
testimony and exhibits that were, sub
sequently made public and sold to the 
public generally.

th: Nihoii.'il Archives dechkiihed 
i the tnp-veret January 27tn meeting 
I seven nnnithi later, on June 12th. 1974, 

— vh'ht years after Ford i:\cd the (ran* 
: script own hook.
1 -RU.^
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'and we Ice

Fop years, buffs locking for “the real 
tillers of JFK“ have been ’tying Io 
identify (he tramps. Richard Sprague, 
a computer scientist from New York

maintained that one of the tramps is a 
Minuteman from Washington D.C. 
named Fred Lee Crisman. Sprague 
dubbed the tramp of medium height 
-frenchy" and it was Sprague who fed 

• Rampartj and the Ar* find Tim ft the' 
intelligence that ‘Trcnchy" bore a star- 

; ding resemblance to a widely circulated 
I pohee sketch of a man wanted for the 
| aniMinatioa.of Martin Luther King 
; in I96H.
| In 1972, after years of trying to link 
j up the tramp photos with, mainly, anti-

lean compatriots, the buffs started 
scanning photos of the actors in the 
Watergate scenario. Could any of the 
Watergate crowd have been in Dallas? 
And if so . . . Eureka?, they said, the 
short guy was E. Howard Hunt and the 
tall one was Frank Sturgis.

The short man does bear a resem- 
. bianco to current photos of Hunt, to 

be sure, but the tramp photos were

io b

two or three inches taller than Hunt.
To the bulls wanting to believe. how

ever. the photos were too g.xxl to dtep.

plot V’ kill Kennedy. Underground 
newspapers all over the country began 
to reprint the tramp photos, alongside 
these of Hunt and Sturgis, with the 
blatant assertions (hat the tramps were 
Hunt and Sturgis.

Two months ago. Retuse Stone 
had the (ramp photos examined by the

'( to r
;'P

:<iy. I hit it

Morton, the helix of The ear in the 
Hunt phuos is concave led the helix 
cf the cor uf the short tramp is convex.

All Iha seemed somewhat super
fluous m fight of Hunt's ingry dentals 
to me that he wa> even in Dallas on 
November ?2th. K6J. I found Hunt

York in November He U*td me where 
he was on November 22nJ, I9M—<n 
Washington, at a meeting of some CIA 
officials who could coifoboraic hit 
presence there. Hunt said he'd given 
their names to the FBI. which grilled

abouts during most major political 
crimes of the Lu! 50 sears.Hunt add
ed: "I’d like you to tell the world 
l*ve had these FBI interviews, so that 
your colleagues in the media would 
put some pressure on (he FBI to re
veal the results of their mveMigatons.

my ^nir.“ Hunt promised he'd sue 
anyone worth suing who charged that

part of a plot to kill JFK.
Hunt made similar disavowals on 

network TV and local TV >ho*s during 
November 1974. Nevertheless, the 
tramp photos (with one of (he tramps 
row labeled °Hunt"l seem to have a 
life all thrir own. hive become part of 
Ihe collection of artifacts surrounding 
the U K anamination tr.Mhoiocv. Dick

tnem (along with Robert 
ruder him blowup) anti 
hotos. Groden's blowup ;

th? in.

Mh-'J

Jin! Die



Castro Had JfK Killed?' 
i#1 . .

Form« Pmidffil Lyndon JAsmo told 
mr* net long* £«Iot h* died Cut he believed 
Cuban Premier Fidel Cutro hi behind 
Loe Harvey Oswald's murder cf President 
JA.1 Kennedy.

Johnson, then a retired private Citroen, 
pwe. mew secrecy. Bull break the conf I- 
denes now because Johnson's opinion ap
pears to debunk the current speculation 
Cut the Central tcteUixence Agency (CIA) 
cii.flit somehow have been Involved in the 
Kennedy assassination.

The former president said Cut he firmly 
believed Oswald was acting alone in pulling 
the trigger. But Johnson also believed that 
Oswald did such an outrageous deed be
cause he was under either the influence or 
the orders of Castro.

Although I asked for more Information, 
Johnson did not explain the basis for his 
conviction. He only said that he undentood 
Castro wrsr.ed to have Kennedy killed be-- 
cause he believed that Kennedy had ordered 
the CIA to kill him. And Johnson declined, 
with a shake of hfs head, to tell me if'that 
suspicion of Castro's had been an accurate 
ore, or even if Johnson himself knew wheth
er it was. •.„

Johnson was convinced that the Warren 
Commission report was accurate, insofar as 
it went. But he obviously doubted that the 
full truth had come out.

The (ormer president confided these 
thoughts ta me In a long, rambling conver
sation during a private visit to bls ranch 
about a year before he died. He was in a re
flective mood, and enjoyed reliving vicari- 
cusly the days at Ms presidency. (I had 
been assigned to cover the White House 
.during most of that period and had been in 
the White House motorcade in Dallas when 
Kennedy was killed.)

Johnson said he was disturbed by the pe
riodic efforts of amateur sleuths to keep 
controversy over the assassination alive. 
"Seme people even thin* I directed It,” 
Johnson sighed, “ft Is a lucky thing t was 
ihrre in the motorcade and couid have got
ten it too."

For the past month, the White House 
Commission investigating the CIA has been

looking into allegatie.-.s tbit th* agency was 
a party to the Kennedy assassination. The 
group. chaired by Vice President Keisen 
Stxid'll'r, clhcu'iy announced last seek 
that it has been unable ta fund any evidence 
to support these allegations.

"ita tar ire have not found any credi
ble evidence that the CIA was involved as a 
party in the assassination.” Commission 
Executive Director David Belin said. j

The allegations were raised primarily ' 
by comedian Dick Gregory, who contended 
that FL Howard Hunt, a former CIA agent, 
convicted two years ago of conspiring to 
carry out the Watergate bugging plot, was 
present at the scene of the assassination. 
Hunt denied this in testimony before the 
commission and produced witnesses to the 
fact he was in Washington on the day Ken
nedy died.

The CIA, however, did have some 
knowledge of Oswald prior .to the assassi
nation, because he was an ex-Marin-r who 
had lived for some time in the Soviet Union 
and was therefore a security suspH". CIA 
operatives in .Mexico were also sup^ sedly 
aware cf Oswald's movements there.

Two months before the assassination, 
Oswald appealed to the Cuban embassy In 
Mexico City for permission to visit that 
country. Thus there is established evidence 
that Oswald was at least interested In Cuba, 
if not under its influence.

During the period while he was trying to 
go to Cuba, Oswald might have been told by 
3 Cuban activist that Kennedy intended to 
have Castro assassinated and in Ms m 
demented mind taken on the chore of killing 
Kennedy first. Or it is possible he was as
signed the task by a Cuban official in rebins 
for some future reward.

Or It Is possible that Oswald decided to 
kill Kennedy for no other reason than that 
he was cuts. • .

I do not know whether Johnson based 
Ms opinion about Castro on special intellig
ence h* could cot reveal, or simply on an 
experienced political hunch. In any case, 
the commission ought to find his views 
Interesting.
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THE Kf^MLIN:

Too Clever by Half
For .1 !«• w ) v *r If w .<. I hr Kt riot.;* '

s, < nt I •'" *■ <^' f nimble r
...I f- :A*.fk--d<Klo4lr<:i'Ht<‘f«!f -ur' 
eH^.rv otmUugh r.mknu^^^
h j< Ih:h al the b»p of the Soviet xtnu- 
buc. Hut AkkvHuJr Slpdrpin. 5^. luj 
Lb! hi* lam h. Early this rn«mth, he m ule 
an dlad'. ixrd visit to Loudon. uhra* 
anti -Gummurn »t drinumtrators hounded 
him and forced him to leave e arly, Hack 
In Mum«»w, his opponents turned that 
embarrassment to their own advantage, 
and last week Shelepin was dumped 
both the Soviet Union s ruling body, the 
Communist Party Politburo.

Officially, Sbclcpin’s removal from 
the .%ixtreri-im*mber body came "in con* 
nection with his own request.” In fact, he 
was muscled out after a long feud with 
Communist Party General Secretary 
Leonid Brezhnev. Shelepin had been 
the youngest serious contender for 
Brezhnev’s job, but he was a maverick 
who owed the Secretary little personal 
allegiance. At a day-long party plenum, 
Brezhnev used the. London debacle to 
paint Shetepin as an impediment to 
detente with the West. And although 
Shelepin retained, for the time being, his 
present post as head of Soviet trade 
unions, it seemed clear that his once* 
promising career was over.

In the end, Shelepin may have been 
too clever for his own good. After rocket
ing to prominence as head of Stalin's 
Komsomol, the Communist youth organ*.

* izntmn, Shelepin executed a welbtirned 
switch of loyalties to Nikita Khrushchev, 
who made him head of the KGB. the 
secret police. Khrushchev eventually 
moved him outofthe KGB,hutShelepin 
switched sides again and shouldered his 
way onto the Brczhncv-em Politburo. 
Although he invariably echoed the parts* 
line in public, Moscow insider? de* 
scribed him as the first tncriticftc few/ 
failures that could be laid al£ttv*o*. 
cIm*’s door.

During Brezhnev's extended illness 
early this year, Shelepin once again 
maneuvered for th<* limrlight and was 
suspected by some <4 initiating reports

th'Ub. b-.-Ad:.* -v. L:.. b ..sect
. h H! <1; h d aa.biH.ci b.
. — ... li .b-!.?-.. :.::•! Hi K b.
u;.i^ U< .’<in dtp! *mat* wihwx.rd 
Ci-’.^’U * sid-nte 'J >lw!« piti\ inqvpu* 
I ifi^ . At .i hotid;^ re. cplum for vbit’m 
H.hJt Pr.mr MmiU-r Harold Uihen. 
Siu h pm bi*-d la rm: tge his i•ulmagues 
in smdtng ch.tiler. 'I hey gave him the 
cold shoulder.

Jest: ShrlrpiiA removal appeared to 
imptwe BrczbhrvN cbmre* of picking 
Im own successor—although there was 
still no definite sign who that would be. 
1 he party plenum endorsed Brezhnev’* 
acvuuimod.ition with the West and seta 
linn date—Feb. 21, IWWor the 23th 
congress of the Communist Party. ”By 
that time,” remarked one State Depart- ’ 
merit expert, only partly In jest, ”Shcte- 
pin will most likely be a school principal 
someplace.”

Nonetheless, the months ahead may 
still prove turbulent for the 68-year-old 
Brezhnev. Kremlin watchers noted that 
the party named no replacement for 
Shelepin or for a key party secretary 
transferred to new duties four months 
ago. A growing number of vacancies in 
other top party jobs appeared to suggest 
that the Soviet hierarchy was biding its 
time on the succession issue. Rumors 
that Brezhnev was suffering from jaw 
cancer also continued to circulate. A 
British ductor who accompanied Witsun 
to Moscow bad detected signs that 
Brezhnev’s jaw was undergoing radi
ation treatment Last week, when he 
turivrd late for a meeting with U.S, 
Treasury Secretary William Simon, the 
Soviet leader rubbed his chin and ex
plained: ’Tm sorry, but I’ve just .come 
from the dentist.” If Brezhnev’s health is 
indeed declining, the political maneu
vering In the Kremlin will surely intensi
fy. "Getting rid of Shelepin was the last 
shot in an old battle,” a European diplo
mat in Moscow said last week. That was 
true, but it also could have been the first 
barrage of a new war.
—/AY SVtttCY w** AUR^O ffteMXY JR M Moww AM 
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The mystery ul (he mortal wound: Kennedy, Mill < lutchinx al hi* throat wound, is hit with etplodv* fqrcv from behind • . •

Dalias: New Questions and Answers
They are a breed apart—sin odd-lot 

assortment of skeptics and ideo
logues. rationalists and fantasts who have 

never believed that Lee Harvey Oswald 
alone killed John F. Kennedy and have 
invested up to a dozen years of their lives 
in trying to disprove it. They flowered 
first in the middle '60s, then fell auto 
discouraged retreat with the collapse of 
former New Orleans D.A. J im Garrison's 
jutry-butit attempt to prove their case in 
court. But the true disbelievers are back 
now. more numerous and insistent than 
ever, with their three-Oswald and four- 
assassin scenarios and their dizzying ex
egeses of every scrap of paper aiid.every 
frame of film on the JFK shelves in the 
National Archives. And this time, in a 
nation st ill traumatized by the crimes a nd 
hrs of Watergate, they have found their 
widestaudirnceyetfortheirdemandthat 
the inquest be reopened.

Their doubts, reasonable or not. have 
inspired at least two dozen nonfiction 
bonks, four novels, three feature films, 
several national conferences and a re
cent freshef of articles in journals rang
ing from Penthouse to Bolling Stone. A 
bootleg copy of the famed -Zapruder 
home movie of the assassination—blood, 
brain fragments and all—has played 
twice this spring on network TV and 
numberless times to smaller audiences 
mound the nation. A group of Old New 
Leftists in Cambridge. Mass., embraced

the cause und Invoked 250 campus lec
tures (at $7H0 each) in a single year. A 
Warren commission staff alumnus, who 
still brllevr* that Oswald acted alone, 
has utped 4,wvkw of the cate—and now 

' Texas r U.S. ’Kep. Henry Gonzalez has 
fomndty proposed that Congfett undcr- 
takc th»* rehearing.

The Warren verdict It indeed threaded 
through with unanswered questions and 
unresolved anomalies. What its dctrac- 
tois viler In Its place is one or another 
alternative hypothesis far tidier than the 
commrishm’* one-man, one-gun analy
sis. But their tort of tidiness has its own 
vkr*. Supposition is elevated into fact; 
accident becomes rrimina! design; evi
dence It accepted on faith if it fits a 
conspiracy theory and rejected as manu
factured if it does not. The doubters, 
moreover, have never harmonized their 
own dmd»H about whet her or not Oswald 
was Involved at aB, or how many assas
sins fired how many shots, or who might 
.have put them up to ft—the CfA, or the 
Mafia, nr the Communists, or Texas oil, 
or some olher party or nartie- unknown.

Still, amid the melange of fet and 
guess, reason and imagination, there are 
proven alive questions:

DID OSWALD DO IT?
Th* Voted TcM:" I didn’t ‘.hoot a a/body, 

no sir. ' Oswald told an interviewer at 
Dallas police headquarters, and many

doubters have always chosen to believe 
him. Now they have been-Joined by a 
sometime CIA computer analyst, George 
O'Toole, who played a tape of Oswald’s 
denial to a Psychological Stress Evalua
tor—a device that supposedly measures 
and charts tension in a person’s voice— 
and found none of the bunched-up, . 
hedge-shaped clusters of squiggles that I 
commonly Accompany lying. In Pent
house and in a newly published book, 
“the Assassination* Tupes/* O’Toole 
rendered his unumbfguous Judgment: . 
’’Quite clearly. Lee Harvey Oswald was 
telling the truth.”

Iha Flaws: The PSE. while gradually 
gaining acceptance, remains controver
sial among experts In lie-detection; nei
ther the FBI nor the CfA uses it, and Dr. 
Joseph Kubis. u Fordham psychologist 
who tested it extensively for the Anny# 
came away doubting its validity. There 
remains, moreover, the powerful circum
stantial case that Oswald was involved, 
alone or not. The only known murder 
weapon, a 19-10 Mannficher-Carcano ri- 
fie. was traced to him and bote his 
pahnprint; the only recovered cartridges 
and bullet fragments were traced to the I 
rifle; the revolver that killed Dallas I 
police patrolman J.D. Tippit was in 1 
Oswald's possession when he was arrest
ed in a mm ie theater HO mmoles alter the 
assassination. Ewu some conspiracy . 
theorists concede the case, anti David

O-M.dd's voice chart: Did the uh-rnre of Urr-* d"H» amid lie -qui^gh-^ plow hi- innocence of imnalrring JFK?



. . bill du! a •it:

alumnus now di* •und dt.it

quiry into the CIA. sax s Ibdv: “I have no 
doubt that O-waM kilted Kennedy."

WAS THERE A CONSPIRACY?
Th# Sup*rt)ullet: The Warren commis

sion's one-man thvori rested heavily on

bid!.
re as line phxM.'iogicaux to his wounds.

The Fat ri Wowntl: With gut-wrenching 
cU;^. Grodm's blowups of the Za- 
pruder h’n shots- JFK's head snapping

WAS OSWALD A GOVERNMENT AGENT?
Die FSFCIA Connections The conspiracy

tiou that Oswald was an operative or at . 
least an mtonner lor one or Imlh agen-

hit throat, tore through then Texas Gov*. 
John Connally's torso and right wrist, 
and burrow ed into his left thigh. To’have 
conceded that the two men were hit by 

. separate shots would base been to ac
knowledge a second gun; Oswald almost 
certainly could not have fired his clumsy 
bolt-action rifle that quickly. Yet the 
single bullet saM b ’uve caused all this 
damage cau.r away miraculously un
scathed. Aud • '.^dng studies of the 
Zaprucer film—must recently by Robert 
Groden. 29. a New York optics expert 
currently touring with a pirated print— 
seem M the doubters to show Kennedy 
cr.d Connally reacting to their wounds a 
half-second to one and a half seconds 
apart. The conclusion: they must have 
been hit by separate pins.

The Flaws: The nearly pristine condi
tion of what critics call SuperbuUet is 
indeed hard to explain; the commission’s 
defenders are mostly reduced to arguing 
that it could base survived intact be
cause it did. But the doubters are stuck 
w ith tile perplexing question of 
what did become of (he bullet 
that hit Kennedy if it d:

\< t i > *

Kennedy’s hr^t \ idble tractis 
and his right hand flies unwa

micht

split-mw id later, his hand and body 
lurch even more violently up, luck and
leftward into arms. The
doubters' theory: (hat Kennedy was hit 
hy separate shots, one from the tear and 
one from the front a single movie frame 
(or pne-eighteenth of a second) apart

Th# FIiwk The film itself shows an 
explosion of blood, brain and bone frag
ments spiking upward and forward, 
suggesting a hit from the rear. A second 
bullet striking KennAly from up .front 
"might have been expected to produce a 
comparable burst backward, but none is 
visible. Physicist Jones'* studies, mon— 
owr< concluded that a double hit would

with ten times the momentum of the first

fully. His hypothesis: the.movement was 
A neuromuscular reaction to-the damage 
to Kennedy's brain.

Thr Mystery Mw The conspiratorulists 
have long been fascinated By a f

groups. The CIA links are latgely suppo
sitious. based on some striking oddities

he got a Marine Corps discharge, then 
defected to Russia, then came home on a 
government loan) and some thready con
nections with various yu ppie and places 
thought to be in the CIA's ambit. The 
FBI story had rather mote body: Oswald 
in fact was carrying the name and phone 
number vf Dallas agent James Hosty in 
his pocket notebook, and there were 
rumors—now often quoted as fact—thatj 
he was on the bureau payroll as inform
ant number S-179 at $200 a mouth.

Tli# Flaws: The CIA connection re 
mains speculative, pending further in 
quiry by the Rockefeller commission atu 
the two Congressional committees in

FBfs Hosty insisted he had contadec 
Oswald only as a matter of routine sur- 
vcilhnw vl a returned defector. And the 
embellishments about hit informant sta
tus and his payroll number apparently

’conth'isl



originated in a hoax, hatched in De
cember 1963 by two Texas newsmen and 
a Dallas assistant DA. who suspected 
the bureau of tapping their phones. As 
one of the reporters, Alonzo Hudkins, 
recounted it, the three set Out to prove 
their suspicion by staging a conference 
Calk referring to Oswald as an informant 
and debating what'his number was— 
S-179 or 172. Sute enough, said Mudkins, 
an agent materialized within a half hour, 
dropped a few off-the-point questions, 
then asked casually; “Say, have you 
heard anything about a secret payroll 
number Oswald may have hud?” Mud
kins played dumb, and heard nothing 
more of the tale until a New York news
paper printed Moover’s denial—before 
the charge hud ever reached"print.

The ‘Dirty Rumo/: The commission’s 
critics maintain that, whatever the mer
its, it did not pursue the agency connec
tions hard enough, and instead took the 
FBI anciCLA denials at face value. Their 
exhibit A Is a lately surfaced transcript of 
3 closed-door commission meeting In 
January 1964. at which staff director J. 
Lee Rankin beg^n unhappily: “We do 
have a dirty rumor [about Oswald as 
informant S-179] ... and it must be 
wiped out insofar as it is possible to do so 
by this commission.” What follows is a 
long, unflattering debate in which the 
commission wobbles indecisively be
tween oflending Hoover by mounting its 
C/wn investigation, or merely accepting 
his word-even on the advice of former 
CIA director Allen Dulles that Hoover 
would probably lie if it were so. They 
settled on a “marriage” of the two ap
proaches, but critics charge they did 
precious little independent inquiry.

The Flaws: The “rumor” was an insub
stantial one to start with, .as the commis
sion staff may have sensed from the first; 
sne of the Texas lawmen who reported it 
a them, in any event, was the assistant 

D.A. who had helped make it up. Most 
.(.counts of the* meeting, moreover, un- 
cindly oiart a second Sentence from 
Hankin's opening remarks, in which he 
idmunuhr* the commission that the

Superbull-u firth JFK and Coruully?
ountry will expect it “to try to find out 
be tacts . . . (so it] can fairly say. ‘In our

opinion, he was or was not an employee 
of any intelligence agency of the United 
States'.” If the ensuing inquiry' did not go 
much beyond Hoover’s flat denial, it did 
substantially undercut the tale that Os
wald drew down $200 a month. The 
commission published an exhaustive 
100-page anatomy of Oswald’s finances 
over his last seventeen months, during 
which he earned $3,655 arid pinched 
every penny of it; it uncovered no evi
dence that any hidden benefactor was 
doubling his income under the table.

The Nc-OswaM Theory: For years, var
ious con .piracy theorists have posited 
the possibility that there may have been 
two or even three Oswalds, one the real 
article, the other (or others) assigned by 
unknown conspirators to prepare weeks 
and months ahead for his frame-up by 
planting incriminating clues about him. 
In the new wave. Peter Dale Scott, a 
Berkeley medievalist and assassination 
buff, has added an ingenious new wrin
kle: that there may have been no real 
Oswald at all. One principal source of 
this . speculation is that Oswald’s 
height—-5 feet 9 at his death—fluctuates 
in various physical-examination records 
over four years between 5 feet 8 and 5 
feet 11. Says Scott ‘Tin really intrigued 
that the only reality of Lee Haney 
Oswald is some documents, a passport 
which was used by different people. 
Who was Lee Haney Oswald? Whoever

happened to be earn ing the passport.” 
Th® Flaws: Such records are often care

lessly made; the one that says Oswald 
was 5 feet 8, far instance, is accompanied 
by a photo ^a ph of Oswald standing 
against a wall grid on which his height is 
5 feet 9. In any case, if there was no Lee 
Harvey Oswald, who is the woman who 
for 35 years has been chiming to be Lee 
Harvey Oswald’s mother?

Tria Humber Connection: A number of 
conspiratorialists, notably comedian 
Dick Gregory, have promoted the theory 
that Watergate conspirators E. Howard 
Hunt and Frank Sturgis may have been 
present—and in fact briefly detained—at 
the assassination scene. Their “evi
dence” is a press photo of the Dallas 
police with three unidentified “tramps” 
in tow; the shortest of the three looks to 
some doubters like Hunt, the tallest like 
Sturgis. The implication: the plumbers-* 
to-be were somehow associated with (he* 
events that bloody noonday in Dallas.

Tha Flaws: The leobalikes, on close 
Inspection, don’t. The “Hunt” figure 
seems older in 1963. when he would have 
been 45. than he does now at 56, and the 
“Sturgis” Doppelganger is craggier and 
fairer than his real-hfe incarnation.

What the doubters have confirmed, 
after a dozen years’ labor, is that the 
Warren inquiry was a flawed and at criti-i 
cal moments n timid one. What they have, 
) _■': a nr-ws’ • is a satisfy inMltjm.ilrv* to I 
die oflicial theory—a hypothesis that I 
does not require whole squads of assas-' 
sins vanishing into thin air and whe^e 
platoons of lawmen conspiring success
fully over a decade and more to protect 
them. The conspiracy theorists may, as 
they claim, have raised enough reason-, 
able doubt to warrant reopening the case, , 
in acommitteco* Congress or some other • 
open and independent tonmi. But it 
wu’dd be perilously wishful thinking to 
expect such an inquiry U» L:o all doubt* to« 
rest— to make order of thrchaosof Dallas, 
Nov. 22. ladd, or to promulgate snare 
find, s vnunrt.rir.il ‘ truth” about the 
ck.dhof John F. Kennedy.
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NEW ROUND OF SPECULATION* ON KENNEDY ASSASSINATION Gy
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HUGHES RUDD: There's a new round of speculation here 
about the Central Intelligence Agency and the John Kennedy 
assassination. Not that the agency knew about that, but speculation 
that the CIA knew something about plots to assassinate Fidel Castro 
and that there may have been some Castro link to the Kennedy 
murder.

Vice President Rockefeller’s CIA panel is investigating 
as Daniel Schorr reports.

DANiEL SCHORR: It begins to appear that in the Kennedy 
assassination as in the Watergate breakin, the CIA played its cause 
a little too close to its chest, hiding its knowledge of related 
natters for fear of being linked to the central events.

On Watergate, the agency discourages personnel from telling 
the F3I about the earlier help to Howard Hunt that the ’White House 
had requested; those wigs and the spy gear.

In the Kennedy assassination, the Rockefeller Commission 
is now hot after the CIA for information it withheld from the 
Warren Commission: Not about renewed theories of CIA involvement 
in the Dallas murder, which are not taken seriously, but about the 
CIA's role in plans to assassinate Fidel Castro. During the 1961 
Bay of Pigs invasion, and also as late as 1963, just months before 
the Kennedy assassination.

There is new information that ransomed Bay of Pigs «
veterans were recruited anew by the CIA for missions to Cuba. And 
Mafia types were reportedly encouraged to send assassination teams 
to navanna.

Richard Bissell, the retired CIA deputy who managed Bay 
of Pigs, has been before the Rockefeller Panel this week. CIA 
sources say the agency didn’t tell the barren Commission about anti
Castro activities because they didn't seem relevant. But Rockefeller 
Commission sources say that these activities could shed a new light 
on the never-explained visit or Lee Oswald to the Cuban Embassy in
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,'iextco before the Kennedy murder.

President Johnson, who learned about CIA plots against 
Castro from the PHI, of all places, he was. convinced the Dalias 
assassination resulted from Castro's belief that President Kennedy 
was out to get him. That according to Joseph Califano, Mr. Johnsen 
Chief-of-Staff.

The Castro reprisal idea may or may not hold water. 
Cut what the CIA's being criticized for is withholding information 
to protect itself that could have helped the investigation.

Daniel Schorr, CBS News, Washington.



A?.’IT, )'>,'■■

] Jerald. IcrUorsl

Ford, Ted haunted by Dallas.
WASIUNGW.V—FrfUdwrt Ford ii 

S:'- n»Jrf M. KftwtJ, (D * Mask) 
saor* a cleaci

Srswt craas!inc« inhibit both 
tea bvn ktoiIwj a ne* b^iuy 
ica the issaswitbi o( PreaiJml .Wa 
F. Kera<ir. Yet both are keenly aware 
nf tj perturbed by the steaily ia-l 
creasing vaharae ot data challa.np.-x 
the Warm Ceaainion‘i wnchiwi 
that tee Harvey Owild wa the lane 
fsata os that black day in Dallas in 
CSX

Ted Kecwly** dilemma li the roast 
atgcmriEj.

As the brother of the slain President 
—and ct the slain Robert Kennedy— 
Ted Kennedy inwardly recoils at the 
prospect of a reopened inquiry into one 
or- both cases, the mass of publcity 
that *«il result, the need to 'relive 
those horrible episodes and the trauma' 
that wcuid.be revisited upon the mem- 

.hers of his family.

MOREOVER, a call for a new laves, 
t^mca would bring down on him 
bertha cf those who honestly believe 
they have tew information, plus ewa 
greater numbers of “kooks’* and con- 
spiratoria3-adihded fanatics who already 
besiege his soil and his Capitol Mill 
office.

Still others would term such a Kenne
dy call for an inquiry a political move, 
designed to whip up public sympathy 
Str a Ted Kerredy campaign (or the 
Ftesidaccy to ISIS—an office ha insists 
he is not seeking.

For obvious reasons, Kennedy could 
Wtiar'r a new prob* into the death of 

«r*e tKiie- wiSeit favoring similar 
(iacsuji.m rf thr other, particularly 
$*c bcinare co.v clouded- with suspi- 
Circs of Ki-tr participants in. the 
crimes.

My breibers are dead, he tells thw 
»who pressure him. No amount of fur- '

(hr L«rst:;i!irt will bling them back 
to ide Flaw under,tan<! ray p'.si'a 
. M i [viton B different but no 
levs dThrult. As a member c( tie Win 
m Corasusion, he is a signatory to 

-the cfioul rttxirl that Oswald acted 
alone. Of that seven-member bipartisan 
panel. only a few still live. For Ford to 
cbauenye their work Is wruethiag ho

• fell imwnly.
Mort important. Ford finds himself 

con.drsi.ncd by his office. Right or 
wmcg. be feels intensely that a Fbesl- 
der.tud call for a new inquiry into Ute 
Daitas assassination would have impli- 
cabioas and reverberations that go far 
beyond the merits of such action. In
deed. be s-ospecbi tome persona would 
accuse him ms well as Ted Kcraedycf 
bjtij b capital:™ politically co the 
K.-mtiX public interest In k second 
hh at John Kennedy's death. ,

Yet, tike Ted Kennedy, who lunched 
privately the other day with John No 
Ooae. the former director of the Cen
tral Intelligence Agency, the President 
is deeply concerned aboufrecent deveV- 
cc merits and detailed studies ot the lip 
ruder film of the Dallas sheeting 
which suggests that President Kennedy 
Brght have been the victun of a plot.

About a month ago. Ford checked out 
the.wwdln; of the Warren Commis
sion's report and thus was prepared to 
answer the stirprise question he re- - 
ceitev! at his April J news conference 
in Sa Diego. The Warren panel, Ford 
said, found no evidence of a conspira
cy. fcreiya or domestic.

Yet. as every law student knows, the 
absence of evidence dees net mean a 
conspiracy didn't exist but only that it 
hadn't been proved to exist.

The President said he would have the 
Rockefeller Commission look into slir- 
gate.-s c! CIA linkage to the Kennedy 
slay-'g in Dalias. Unfortunately that is 
'not lately to lay the matter to rest

Irfiiue the executive director of the 
Rockefeller Commlsaion in CIA mb- 
conduct tappers to Le David W. Belin, j 
who was an assistant counsel on th* I 
Warren Commission and b a stout bo- I 
liever b the sbglo-asMuain theory. - I

Drill suspicion b the public's mind . 
—disconcerting to both Ford and Tod 
Kennedy—was whetted this week by 
the statement of Richard Bissell, head.1 
of the CIA's “dirty tricks” di viators dur- ; 
Ing Join Kennedy's administration, 
that bigbrankbg Intelligent* officials 
discussed plans to assassinat* Cuban ; 
Premier Fidel Castro. Bbrll said th* i 

. Idea was vetoed by then CLA Director .
Allen Dulles, who McCon* succeeded In - 
November, IM. I

‘ ' THE Ihn^RTXNCEsrf Bissell's te*tt- , 
ntony is that- it adds credence to a

■ theory-cf some Warren Commission 
critics who believe that ahU-Castro Cu
bans were out to gel even with John 
Kennedy becaus* his Bay of Pigs ad

venture failed to liberate Cuba.
' Since it's clear that demands for a 

new bqulry bto John Kennedy’s death 
are mounting, not diminishing, it may 
be time for Congress to reopen the .

• case. Rep. Henry B. Confutes (D.,Tex.J • 
has such a resolution pending before the ' 
House Rules Committee. But Il's not : 
likely to get far. ।

There are many other way* to deiris* • 
a responsible group to check bto th* . 
Kennedy assassbation. indeed, to be । 
credible, the membership of such an . 
investigatory body should be as far re* 
moved from politics as possible.

Doing that would not be easy, but It 
would be the only kind of panel likely 
to overcome the dilemma of Ted Ken
nedy and President Ford while, most 
important, answering the question of a 
coverup or s conspiracy regardin^th* 
tragedy of Nov. ;“ 1963. •’ •



A v/ise warning '
PRESIDENT FORDS caution

ary words to the joint session of 
Congress concerning just and ex
peditious - handling of investiga
tions into the activities of U.S. 
intelligence operations, were in
deed wise.

In the final moments of his 
somber State of the World address, 
the President suddenly departed 
from his text to extemporaneously 
urge “maximum discretion and 
dispatch"io the Congressional 
Investigations of CIA and other 
intelligence agencies.

It caught his listeners by sur
prise. But only for seconds. Almost 
to a member the combined hpuses 
of Congress vigorously applauded 
for a full 25 seconds. It was the 
sharpest show of approval during 
the entire speech.

That is good, for he was making 
a point that troubles many Ameri
cans. In the wash of Watergate, 
committees of both the House and 
Senate started investigations of 
the CIA and other U.S. intelligence 
agencies following charges pub
lished in the New York Times that 
the CIA had engaged in massive 
illegal domestic spying.

President Ford, in worrisome 
and urgent tone, said it was “en

tirely proper" that the intelligence 
system be subject to Congressional 
review. But, he added:

"A sensationalised public de
bate over legitmate intelligence 
activities is a disservice to this 
nation and a threat to cur intelli
gence system. It ties cur hands 
while our potential enemies oper
ate with secrecy, skill and vast 
resources." .

The applause erupted. The point 
bad been well made.

Since first publication cf the 
charges. Intelligence agents at 
home and abroad have worried 
that the secrecy of their relation
ships with the agency would be 
destroyed.

It has harmed CIA's effective
ness, Director William E. Colby 
has warned. To harm it irrepara
bly. as the President further 
warned, would be catastrophic.

The CIA and all other 
intelligence agencies should per 
form within the bounds of their 
authority — and Congress should 
assure just that.

But, tho Congress, and the 
press, should also operate dis
creetly within their own bound
aries to preserve the imperative 
functions of intelligence.
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The ^'uixc of the row r<or** tisen is KGB Department V 
defector, Ol’";: AuOuJ'uh <>.f n. who dncl.vJ lh * know- 
kA’? during lengthy intem'<r.u'i» by British Intelligence. 
S'hwh tCMihcd in the iwwd..Vxc\ruUu»nct 105Soviet agents 
from I r.J.ind. The s?cncvxrw cl JoAhn’s Cikliburct 
a'nnxt:cK l,<x Harvey OmsaM with KUH Department V’ 
wav not realised until mvclrU:ec when hit secret data was 
analysed and then integrated urch existing midligetwe on the 
Kennedy assassination.

KGB Department V
KGB Derailment V is tHe vitn^tel section of Soviet 

Intelligence which has the prime responsibility for assassina
tions and sabotage. It is in existence new, and was inexistence 
during the period of the Kennedy assassination. Despite' 
consistent Russian denials, select assassination has been a 
covert policy of the Soviet Uniea since tit conception. ’ Upon 
the defection of Lyalin, KGB Chairman, Yuri Andropov, 
levelled all KGB Department V otHcers from overseas posts 
in justified fear that their identities and operations wbuld 
be compromised.

One of the first KGB Department V officer* to be personally 
recalled from his post was Valeriy Vladimirovich Kostikov, 
who was serving under cover as the second secretary of the. 
Soviet embassy in Mexico City. Colonel Jorge Obregon 
Lima, chief of the seerci police in Mexico City, knew of some 
clandestine activities by Kostikov and linked the Soviet 
embassy with the urban guerrilla movement in Mcriak 
which was attempting to upset social reform programmes 
being carried out under President Luis Echeverria. The CIA 
knew that Kostikov was a KGB official but did not know 
ho was linked with Department V until after his recall to 
Moscow. Kostikov also maintained KGB liaison with 
covert Cuban GDI (General Directorate of Intelligence) 
operations in Mexico and the United States, Castro agents 
have specialised in various terrorist activities in those 
countries, ft is also reported that Kostikov supervised the 
direction of two KGB externa! echelon-type espionage net
works operating from within Mexico near the American 
border, which sent agents into the US and received intelli
gence data collected in America.

Kostikov and Oswald
On 27 September 1961. approximately eight weeks before 

the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. Lee Haney 
Oswald contacted KGB official. Valeriy Vladimirovich 
Kostikov, at the Soviet embassy in Mexico City under the 
pretext of obtaining a visa. During the same trip, he con
tacted Cubm GDI officials at the Cuban embassy. Ho 
returned to Dallas on J October HoJ. Oswald, an admitted 
Com.rtun.st active with the Castro '’Fair Play for Qiba 
Committee", assassinated President Kennedy on 22 November 
196.1. and seriously wounded Texas Governor John 11. 
Connally, Jr. Earlier, on 10 April 1953, Lee Harvey Oswald 
attempted to assassinate retired US Army Major General 
Edu in A. Walker who was noted for his anti-Communist 
convictions.

Soviet deception x
The Soviet At.^uvIk to the United States, Anatoly F, . 

Dobnnia, fumed c^vr tu US Secretary <4 Slate. Dean Rusk, 
on .fit November l^k a d eaf of documents from the USSR's 
consular Mes on (XwtU. Hx papers' pcriained to Oswald's 
prolonged h\w in Kuwa and his "attempts to get visas to 
go there again", Dobrynin's documents mentioned Kostikov t 
Lot faded to Ink !vm with the KGB. I hey ulw failed to link t 
Usual iPs fu li iwtjc: $ w i t h t he K G B a nd M V D while arcsident | 
of M'nsk. Ruvx Following the assassination, Kostikov | 

“Remained at ha KGB pod in Mexico City, since his removal j 
might hint at jv^ble guilt of KGB or GDI conspiracy. • 
Kostikov is a heavy drinker and was arrested by Mexican 
police in December 1953. after he threatened to shoot two 
Mexican PEMI.X (IVtrokcn Mexicanov) engineers while 
drunk. The O \ had earlier warned the FBI of Oswald'* 
contact with Kostikov in Mexico City, but it did not then 
know of KoaAw:^ assignment in Department V. Had that 
fact Ken known al the time, John F. Kennedy might be 
alive today.

Following the assassination, US Secretary of State, Dean 
Rusk, "exonerated** Moscow from having anything to do with 
Kennedy's aeuxenatiem. This wav partially based on 

- Ambassador Doborin’s "cooperation" which was described 
at "unprecedented" To further its deception regarding 
Oswald’s connection with the KGB, and to help (he cover-up 
operations of its trends in America, .Moscow arranged for the 
"defection" of KGB Major Yuri Ivanovich Noscnko to the ‘ 
United States through Switzerland in 1964. KGB "defector**, J 

-Kosenko, carried a false story clearing the KGB of any i 
conspiratorial contacts with Oswald. In Ms lengthy "reveh- * 
lions", all of which were already known to Western intelli
gence, Noscnko failed to report (hit Kostikov was a KGB 
Department VwSyf-a fart which hedid not know. Noscnko 
chimed to be a defector of KGB Department VII (American 
section), which handled Oswald’s examination in 1959. The . 
’‘infotmation” suppled by Nosenko confirmed that supplied 
to Dean Rusk bv Dobrynin. Noscnko went into great detail 
on how the KGB was "horrified" at Kennedy’s aiuvina- 
lion. Nosenko also spread "information" on other genuine* 
defectors from Soviet-controlled intelligence and security 
agencies. Moscow timed Noscnko’s "defection" to fit ia 
with the inv«uLeations of (he Warren Commission, whose 
report was issued ta President Johnson on 21 September 
19M. ■ « ,

Oswald in Minsk *
Oswald's fun extracts with the KGB have yet to be dis

closed. It is known that Moscow and (he KGB arc desperately 
attempting to dtsawA ah connections between Oswald and 
KGB Department V. opcJally hi light of (he revelations of 
Oleg Lyahn.-uha p.-.nided dju on the direct link between 
Oswald and (he KGB uiuuiiutlonArm. It ii believed that the .

continue^.
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Finjtrprint Fitt

Widespread hysteria 
and..mass confusion 
make, it imperative 
that, we intelligent, 
thinking people sit 
down calmly and dis
cuss this curious phe
nomenon known as

ful."Now. the prev
alence of amateur 
psychology notwith- 
standing, the word 
paranoia is not being 

■ used as a clinical di-
paranoia. Without a ^ Nor is it 

being used in itsdoubt, it is a serious 
matter, one that 
must be analyzed in , 
a cool, rational light, 
far removed from 
the heady manias i 
that tend to obscure -, 
intellectual insight. 
So if you'll just bolt

the Atlantic Char
ter. We were scared 
of the Huns and 
the Japs, who were

fear as one of the i But suddenly. 
Four Freedoms in /Francis Gary Powers

the ihifri.

one more tune under 
the bed, we'll get 
right down to the 
matter at hand.

f-i nt otf. notice the 
extraordinary vagary 
of popular speech 
in which so many 
people today are sav
ing "I’m paranoid' 
instead of ~l'm fear-

strictest definition, 
which, according to 
Wtbittr's Stvtiuh 
Ntw Collt$ia:t, is: 
“a rare chronic psy
chosis characterised

nons of persecution 
er ot grandeur . . . 
a tendency on the 
part ot individuals er 
of groups toward 
excessive or irra-
tional lutpiciouMm *ere afraid o( In-
and distrustfulncss of 
others."

No; paranoia is 
commonly used to
day: in a very loose 
manner to define an 
emotion much too 
complicated to be 
called simply fear. 
In the same way 
that Watergate has 
come to mean more 
than just an apart
ment building, pin- 
npia has come to 
describe an entirely 
new reality. There 
are. in fact, solid hisr 
torical reasons why 
people have discarded 
the plain, naked 
word fear in favor 
of the rich, glittery 
textures of paranoia.

end that was a 
simple, straightfor
ward emotion. When

coils and foreigners. 
They dealt with their 
fears by massacring 
the Indians, burning 
the wuches, kicking 
out the redcoats and 
oppressing the for
eigners.

Fear stayed a sim
ple. straightforward 
emotion during the 
World Wars because 
the enemy was so

about how it was 
such an-—innocent, 
uncomplicated time, 
the Good Old Days 
of Golden Oldies, 
etc. One cood._jp»- 
son for such misty- 
recollections is that 
the Fifties was the 
last time there was 
a consensus about 
fear. Fear then was 
of Commies, polio 
and the Bomb. The 
rest of the time, you 
liked Ike. stayed off 
the guy's "blue-suede 
shoes and everything 
was swell.

erybody knew just 
when to fear and 
why. and most every
body was in agree
ment on how to act, 
"We have nothing to 
fear but fear itself." 
said F.D.R., who, 
along with Churchill, 
listed freedom from

popped up in Mos
cow, making Ike a 
bald-headed liar. For 
the fit st time, this 
nation of honest, 
straightforward peo
ple was introduced 
to the shocking idea 
that the President of

Red com*

was seated KKClhcr. < ccutul. The question 
Perhaps, alter all. it j was, it the Gocern- 
u umscrsal (car that; meat was tooling all 
old soldiers remem-1 ot the people* some 
ber most kindly. ; of the time with this 

(he sery last hey- <U-2 business, could 
day of good old-tush-/ it be that the Gov- 
ioned tear was the । crr.mcnt seas fooling 
Fillies. Today, sve re । all of the people all 
up to our eyeballs । of the time about 
in Fifties nostalgia, j other things?

With bewildering 
speed, the official 
definitions of real
ity became blurred. 
Beatniks with bongos 
were running around 
asking nasty ques
tions. sick comics 
were poking - holes 
through received 
truths, everything 
was breaking down 
and tailing apart. 
The landmarks of 
a ten-year nervous 
breakdown were Sel
ma. the Bay_of Pigs, 
Dallas, Martin Lu
ther King. R.F.K., 
LSD, hippies, Viet
nam. campus unrest, 
crime in the street! 
and. finally, Water
gate.

This frightening 
flood of troubles

jr.nilniiodi



even in 're vn’atlc-.t lu.."?tcr hutfs 
because tele-, iuon brou-':t Lee Hanev 
Gswalu, Chjdci Manson n'J :V Vid 
Con; into the hunj room each evening 
al nil oVt.-A,

A breakdown in the OiIkuI Kcahty 
Department had spawned all sort! of 
itchy problems You couldn't believe 
the Government. you couldn't, believe 
the media, you couldn't believe your 
best friend:—who, it often turned out.
was working for the Government. Even 
the Pope sulfered a credibility pap. The 
hell o( it was. you had damned good 
reasons by the end of the Sixties not 
to believe anyone anymore.

An intolerable situation! It sent people 
scrambling for cults, gurus, ethnic re* 
vivalisms. McGovern, CREEP, The 
Washington Patt, bisexuality—anything 
at all resembling a belief system by 
which one could tell the good guys from 
the bad guys. Left wing, right wing, 
liberal, radical, conservative—it didn't 
matter; you could jump from one to 
another, like Rennie Davis, like Tim 
Leary. The only important thing was 
to have a system to explain why the 
world was screwed up and who was to 
blame for it—the result being that 
everybody had a different explanation 
and a different enemies list.

Thus the kaleidoscopic array of fears 
facing us today. They are not simple 
fears, like those of our forefathers; they 
are vague and complex. Often, you 
can't exactly put your finger on it. but 
you Ino* that evil forces are manipu. 
Sating you. perhaps via marketing re
search. when you buy a useless product 
merely because its bright-red package 
stimulates your medulla oblongatx It’s 
a feeling best summed up by Woody 
Allen when he said, “Paranoids have 
real enemies, too."

Which is why the word fear is out the 
window these days. The unthinkable has 
become real: irrational fears have be
come rational. You say, for instance, 
“I'm paranoid about Larry; I think he's 
a narc." Now. Larry may not be a narc. 
and in that case, since you have smoked 
grass with him for three years, your 
fear of him is irrational, maybe even 
disgraceful (since he’s always laid so 
much free stuff on youk By using the 
word paranoid, you acknowledge that 
possibility. But at'the same time, saying 
that you're paranoid is an acknowledg
ment that while you might be oil your 
rocker, so is the whole world, and, 
damn it. i«i would not be a bit sur
prised if one day old Larry whipped out 
a badge and busted you!

Webster's, take note: If things stay 
bad, a new definition may have to be 
added to the dictionaries. But for the 
time being, we shall distinguish between 
the word’s present dictionary meaning 
and its popular connotations by referring 
to the latter as the New Improved Par
anoia. It’s basically the old fear but 
with some new ingredients added, bright 
new packaging ahd an unprecedented 
number of sponsors.

A few illustrations:
Recen'ly, CBS News commentator 

Eric Sevareid was commenting on a 
speech by President Ford. Ford had just 
announced that he was opposed to wage 
and price controls and was absolutely 
not gc;ng to impose them. Sevareid 
squinted into the camera and speculated 
that the true meaning of Ford’s'speech 
was that wage and price controls were 
due any day and that Ford was really 
signaling the business community to 
hurry ar.d jack up their prices before he 
put the freeze on them.

In other words, suggests Sevareid, the 
President uses a sort of secret language 
with veiled messages to special listeners. 
There arc people confined to rooms with 
padded walls who maintain nothing 
more than that. But what Sevareid says 
is more akin to the political maxim 
developed by journalists during the 
Watergate sears: Whenever a politician 
announces that lie's not going ro resign, 
it means that the guy's already got his 
desk cleaned and his bags packed. This 
bit of newspeak is actually a symptom of 
the New Improved Paranoia. Sevareid,

1

1 
l

other journalists and. indeed, all of us 
respond in this suspicious and distrustful 
manner because of our many experiences 
with political double talk. We may be 
paranoid in the new sense of the word, 
but we’re not crazy.

Speaking of Eric Sevareid, by the • 
way, isn’t it peculiar that you never see 
his legs? The camera is always focused 
on the top of him. so you begin to 
wonder: What about Eric Sevarcid’s 
legs? What is CBS trying to hide?

Actually, the New Improved Para-' 
noia is a calm, well-reasoned state of 
mind, closer, perhaps, to apprehen- 
sivencss than to either old-fashioned, : 
jitterbugging paranoia or outright, piss- 
ing-in-the-pants fear. It is, in fact, the 
entire purpose of the New Improved 
Paranoia to eliminate the terror of 
doubt, to replace chaos with order and 
to provide ar sort of psychic seat belt in ' 
the face of continual world crack-ups. 
The meat shonage. stagflation. Agnew's 
resignation, Kohoutek, the Russian ■ 
wheat deal, the energy crisis—alt these 
bewildering catastrophes were made 
hearable by the New Improved Paranoia. .

Consider the energy crisis of (he 
winter of 1974. A parade of oil-company 
spokesmen appeared before TV cameras, 
swearing that the shortages were gcitj 
uine, yet it was universally assumed 
that the:whole thing was a wicked ruse. 
Not one housewife or commuter wait- 
ing in those endless gas lines swallowed 
the orlicial explanations. Instead, with 
the aid of the New Improved Paranoia,

Spntlnu.^A i



rcec'c •.•.-hi-.-ncd ibeenn acvordmg t 
ther kcciegal inclinations;

• Nc'.-t R^lcfdlc.- and Henq 
Kiv n .<r G'ni'm-J io 5U« (he 

‘ lXk'\r !'I7< Middle r.;'i war to 
P'm cd rhe AuH. who (ben with* 
be!J cJ. thereby booking Hoeky's 
oil profits (right wire).

• The o-i companies suced the 
crisis in order to boost profits that 
slatted, viewing at the end o( the 
Vietnam war (left wing).

• Oil companies were using thou
sands of sacant gas stations around 
the country to store vast reserves of 
gasoline (dumped there late at night) 
until a price hike was forced (middle 
of the road).

* Hundreds of oil tanken laden 
with crude oil were anchored off 
the coasts, waiting for the prices to 
go up so that they could make a kill
ing (tower middle of the road).

* Fleets of UFOs.had drained all 
the earth's petroleum supplies, but 
the Government was covering it up 
because it was afraid of mass rioting 
(hovering just above the road).

Rockefeller, in fact, has probably 
done more for the New Improved Para
noia than anyone else except the CIA 
(which he is rumored to own—and now 
that he's been appointed to investigate it, 
we con be sure the rumor is true). Rocke
feller is everybody's favorite villain, 
playing a major role in left-wing con
spiracies. right-wing conspiracies, even 
conspiracies against Arthur Goldberg. 
Like God and the Devil, if Rocke
feller didn't exist, he would have to be 
invented.

One group with a very big Rockefeller 
fixation is the National Caucus of Labor 
Committees, sometimes called the La
bor Farty. Developed out of a weird 
splinter -faction, of the old SOS, the 
Labor Party does not fall into the usual 
left/right categories: Its Operation Mop 
Up people beat up members of leftist 
groups; simultaneously, they denounce 
fascism. A paradigm of the New Im- 
prosed Paranoia is the Labor Party, 
whose main occupation is constantly 
purging its members. On the side, it 
issues scads of leaflets. One. titled 
•"Rockefeller's Nazi Doctors," declares:

We have proof of vast, inhuman, 
illegal CIA operations of brain
washing and torture—uniter the 
coser of " behavior modification"— 
being carried out in prisons, col
lege campuses. hospitals and else
where throughout the U.S. and ‘ 
world-wide. The CIA is procuring ; 
for employers a docile, zombielikc I 
labor force, a population willir.” I

.Verier La: -: o ■ o R. Ai\ part 
in ibn .nen-erc. s e - <

I cS'r Co.---- 're mrel.ren-e 
. h.’s V VOSs .-.X. ,- ■ -. b. (SC R,xU-. 
• fe'er cabal a-d .'a CIA to im:;- 

gate mass u.-baV nets in the early 
V.nrg of tb s s.-ar Ibis CIA- 
inspired viote-cc is planned to 
dovetail with the “w^ni caused by 
the Rceketerier-created gas. food 
and raw-mater.ais shortages and 
provide the rbs.'<,-w<» conducive 
ts> a Rockereller takc-oser either

I through direct m-lttary means or by 
| other. Icss-drrect means.

This was supposed to occur /<:<( 
spring. Of course, the reason it didn't, 
as any Labor Party member will tell 
you. is tbit Rocky was afraid to try 
anything while these Labor Party leaf
lets were exposing km all over town. 
But it is said that he did try to get 
Ford out of the way bv arranging for 
his Nazi doctors to inject Betty Ford 
with cancer cells, just as they got lack 
Ruby in his jail cell tn ■ Dallas. The 
ultimate loser was Richard Nixcn. who 
got so many injections from so many 
directions that the doctors had to in
vent a disease for him called phlebitis.

The very best of the New Improved 
Paranoia focuses on the CIA. Outside 
the U. S., the CIA is blamed for more 
evil than even the retired Nazis in the 
Odessa File, and why not? Consider
ing the .CIA's dirty tricks in Iran. Guate
mala, Vietnam. Cuba. Chile and even 

/here in the U. S.. there is every reason 
to be paranoid about Ugly Americans. 
Proof enough may be found in The CIA 
and the Cult of Intelligence, by ex
CIA agent Victor Marchetti.

But did the CIA ■ assassinate 
J.F.K.... ? R.F.K.... ? M.L.K.... ? 
Mama Cass . . . ? Paul Krassncr. editor 
of the Realist and a sort of John the Bap
tist of the New Improved Paranoia, sus
pects it got Mama Cass at least. In 
his underground-press column "Rumole- 
foreskin.” he said recently: "Cass Elliot 
was a friend. I believe she may have 
been killed. She knew an awful lot about 
the incredible criminal links between 
Hollywood and Washington and Las 
Vegas. . . . She was also a friend of 
Sharon Tate's. On the night Bobby Ken
nedy was killed, she had dinner with 
Sharon and Roman Polanski at the 
home of film director John Franken- 
heimer in Malibu Beach." This is signif
icant. because Krassncr believes that 
Charles Manson, whose tribe murdered 
Tate, was a CIA stooge in a fiendish 
plot to discredit h.ppies. Now, if R.F.K.

hr. : •■■ 1 or i'e x<w l — .-re-re
r. • i-t o S I. the » F K 
Us-a-- ■•:. - ,o •'.•.: i.s wh^h. to.- oxer 
a has s. eJ h -f.nlx eg
s."^\. : o-iao.'i.' -'ix with a re..xe.s

O'er < a::r.mx of bi: .et tr.ijectoncs. re- 
trace the tore of the motorcade through 
Dallas, review the famous Zapruder him 
and xtcdv huge blcwvpx ot the noton- 
e.n three trimps who were led away 
■from the graro knoll otter the shesx- 
ing i Two et them bear an uncanny 
resemblance to " ate-pug gers E. How. 
and Hunt and Frank Slurps > There are 
cwxgirm newsletters published by 
housewives trom Southern California 
and conspiracy conventions at which | 
they converge to trade the latest into t 
on. say. the X rays of J.F.K.'s bradph 
(recently discovered to be trowing from i 
its bottle of formaldehyde in the Smith
sonian. according to The New Yo'k 
Ti-:e<Y The usual capstone of the 

• J F.K. conspiracy theories is that by 
[bumping him otf. the CIA engineered a t 
' take-over of the- U. S. Government. ■
Since 196?. the CIA has been keeping 
the opposition down with such ditty . 
tricks as putting George Wallace in a • 
wheelchair and switching the road signs t 
at Chappaquiddick. i

The prolusion of conspiracy theories 
would be quite bothersome and confus
ing if not for the sensibleness of the 
New Improved Paranoia. It allows you 
to assume that all the theories are tree 
and that if they're not. they might as 
well be. This frees you to go about your 
ordinary business untroubled—and un
surprised when your favorite politician 
is shot by another "lone nut" or when 
another leftist government falls.

But there's a hitch. The New Im
proved Paranoia lets you be suspicious 
and distrustful as long as there is the 
slightest hint of a reason to be. But 
there do exist situations where, after a 
point, the hint of a reason ends. It can 
be very tricky determining what that 
point is. -

The problem is best exemplified by 
Dy lane logic: extraordinaire A. J. Weber
man. who is famous for his perusals 
of Bob Dylan's music and his garbage.-® 
It all began years ago. when Weberman 
immersed himself so completely in the 
study of Dylan's songs that he became 
convinced that there were secret mean
ings in the lyrics, placed there pur
posely by Dylan for anyone hip enexueh 
to decipher them To make sure. Webcr- 
m in fed the entire Cx’.sirnls of Dylan's ; 
songs 1.1:0 a computer and obtained a 
six-inch-tbick. IS-potmd concordance



that 1.^. ’ j’l llv uni.iiuii in v.Hkh 
L>}iui ecdun kcv
m.m t. ceil out Ibjl >a’- n O/.in uv.d 
the vt rd turn, he actuutly n ant *»«»• 
fence. .■-* »n .4 H*:*d drift • A‘(s’i~f,i 
('till, am) vo* on. Natural/ enough. 
Wcbcrm.m's next step w.n to <liuo*Cf 
that such ntnbolic n^eua*?i were em
bedded tn the songs vt other mnwcunj. 
too. Pretty soon, he had formulated 
what he called the Secret Language of 
Rock.'* «hkh. like Scvjcejd * ‘Secret 
Language of Presidents/* *J» used to 
send messages to the initiated.

Now, I would judge Wcberman’i 
theories reasonable, if not believable, up 
to this point. It is true that songwriters

de i 'C w"? 'I f.' - »•.-.; ex.i.
I , _ IV-i \M e.:-A puaMc ot ‘\-
Sxnr*. Atf.^> •,<••( /'•- t/.: m a 
performer* du i *c 'v l 
to v.uh other. a* ii ( J'ly Vmca's 
r.^rr Ao j to
Heaus. Umo? a un.ct.J.i-.e to .injure 
a xvOder's ^vrk ts a u’ I ‘xh.'brly 
technique that bus f’;en applied to 
Shakespeare. Cl’ rj.r a-J Milian.

But when Weber —in rejin to claim 
that certain song* co-t^rned secret mes* 
sages directed at it ‘". that's when the 
situation became p"»bkmatic. One 
could argue with ^cb*rman over 
whether or not a sor? $jJ this or that. 
But to tell him, “No. man. Waichft^

I

u ‘ ' •»* t.i (c.MC J- x .dem?."

•■' in *:* .’Vie c.u^-i I ;c t<;:,^ 
I':. < .i*. the earth u.i* nut the center c; 
th? u'venc

h"! :?\-n acain. vh'» to six? It is 
a I.;
da*. phecker Str..-..-- Jn.
u’St y.uhjge oM. W German was 
uJu>; home when v^A'^lv an etv 
f?.:d Bob Dehn rode u? eh a ten* 
speed bicycle and deux cred a had cl 
blows to hiv head. “The pump don't 
work ‘cause the sandal* stole the han* 
die.*/’ as Dylan once s.ud. whuh means 
that the New Improved Paranoia makes 
sense, even when it shouldn't.

Not only is the New Improved Para* 
nota sensible; it's ch:c, too. Remember 
how socially important it was to be on 
Nison’s enemies hit.’ It’s also consid- 
cred very status/ to hase had a tax au
dit. And is there anyone gauche enough 
to say that his telephone Mt tapped? 
You'll be the envy of all sour friends 
if men in a black Plymouth actually do 
stake out your house every day. It is 
very att courant to live just west of the 
San Andreas Fault—-and to complain 
about it. The ultimate is to be an ex— 
CIA agent, for as anybody conversant 
with the New Improved Paranoia 
knows, there is no such thins as an 
ex<IA agent.

Perhaps, after all. you are thinking. I 
that this stuff about the New Improved I 
Paranoia is a lot of bunk. Perhaps you I 
imagine (hat you are immune to it. that I 
you are a sane, rational human being * 
not given to delusions either of gran* 
deur ur of persecution. Well, then, ask 
yourself one question: Do you jiggle ; 
the coin-return slot in pay phones after * 
every call you mukc? You do, don’t you? ’ 
And do yott-kn^w why^ou do it? You 
do it because you think that the entire 
telephone company’s mammoth tech
nology is going to disrupt itself just for 
you and return your ten cents. Or else 
you imagine that out of the 10,000 
people who use that particular phone, 
one of (hem left a dime there for yottr 
benefit, and you fancy that you are the 
only person in the entire world who jig
gles coin-return slots. Now. if that’s not 
paranoid behavior with delusions of 
grandeur. I don’t know what is. And it 
is not very far from believing (hat the 
telephone company is tor you «^>cliev- 
ing that the telephone company is 
<t^Mnnt you, is it?

But that’s no reason to stop checking 
those coin-return slots. Because you 
know and I know that sometimes—-not 
often, but sometimes—the dime it there.

And (hat's what the New Improved 
Paranoia is all about. ; g

ouj





V ;; .; *• i• 1. .'i a! %.»'".£ tic. i : • < .s -*\c • 
hi nr vied th:.- . ; • b j-K i;}

ten went ti> a >-.;.■ i<^-4 h.. .kA 
Q^.llv. from years c: inhi. be emked 
elf the numbers <-: the v.ni’mation and 
e.vieJ if llrre a"? several steel 
drawers -nude an 1 he stared at them for 
a miHUnt before upemnj ur.c walked 
s In it. he found a slip nt piper with a 
set of numben. «arl.:.l ibe ccmbuu- 
uon on the bMl;j;< with them and 
pulled out a litre folder. He then sank 
down into the chair temnd hit desk and 
started reading;

The attached is a plan for the ' 
assassination of the President of 
the United States. While it is doubt
ful that such a plan will ever have 
to be put into effect, it has been felt 
necessary to draw up a detailed 
operation that could quickly be put 
into effect should the need arise. 
It consists of two sections—the 
Plan and the Alternate Plan—plus 
a scaled envelope containing the 
names of persons who have been 
trained to carry it out.

Lewis turned the page.
•

Several miles away, President Roscoe 
Tanner snapped off the television set in 
the Oval Office of the White House. The 
House Judiciary Committee had just 
voted 20 to 13 to recommend his im
peachment to the full House of Repre
sentatives.

Twenty years earlier, Tanner had 
been one of the members of the Judici
ary Committee that voted to recommend 
Richard Nixon's impeachment. He 
remembered how quickly that situation 
had deteriorated, how Nixon had finally 
quit to avoid being thrown out and how 
only a Presidential pardon had saved 
him from going to jail.

Tanner knew that he was in deeper 
trouble than Nixon had been—biit for

^>cJ tb.-m ihrmi-di. Momma Liter. 
I' :) ' ;. M up i i front of l>r cm- 
no'j> n*edr:n LjiIJioj that houses the 
ClA'i iO,L.X7 people. *

Ltr.i u.tt only 42 jean old. but he 
had a.ready herded the CIA lor ten 
jean. Tall, athletic (he played four sett 
of tennis before going to work irt the 
morning), Lewis was known by his inti
mites as a tough and highly intelligent 
man. He also had a reputation for ruth- 
lestr.eu. Colleagues who were themselves 
no Heading hearts marveled at the cold- 
eloodedness with which he made deci
sions affecting the lives of large numben 
of people and sometimes of foreign 
heads of state.

Although he had nor arrived at the 
top of the CIA through the ranks (he had 
been a special assistant to the President 
before being named to his present post), 
he had shown an immense talent for run
ning the agency, and the professionals 
had quickly gotten over their early pique 
at not being directed by one of (heir own.

L'p on the eighth floor, Lewis put the 
briefcase on the side of his spacious 
walnut desk and pushed an intercom 
button. "Send Wolfe in here right 
away." Moments later, the director's 
door opened and a bespectacled youth 
strode toward his desk. He was Peter 
Wolfe. Lewis' special assistant, only 
five yean out of college but with a 
career already securely attached to his 
boss's good fortunes.

Lewis did not waste time on amenities. 
"I want jou to go to the top-secret con
tingency-plan room and take out the 
plans for Operation Red Rose," bo 
said curtly.

“I've never heard of that one," Wolfe 
ventured. a

“Neither has anyone else in this shop. 
But it's there, all rigltt. It was drawn up 
in 1974, when there was all thattalk
about the impeachment of Nixon and 
some of the people down at the White 
Hous- thought he had gone crazy.”

"That's over twenty years ago," Wolfe 
said a, he headed (or the door. "But the 
papers have been going over the episode 
so ma.li lately, I was beginning to think 
I ki.-w i: av well as our own politics."

Fifteen minutes Isler, he was back
and in his hands were a piece of paper 
and a black briefcase vvith a combina
tion lock, "'flits must really be a sensi
tive plan. ” I..- said as he handed the case

ditlcrcnt reasons. Since becoming Presi
dent in a landslide victory, he had 
worked systematical!)- to cut down the 
power ol the big corporations whose 
influence over American political and 
economic life had increased spectacular
ly in the past lew years.

This had done nothing to hurt his 
popularity with the American people.
but it had earned him the hatred of 
many business leaders and they had 
Struck back. Only three months ago, a 
story in the New York Oai/y News, one

n.e -I. I) was untrue. but :\- (.•k:4 
d.-.-aments m if;.: paper *■„•. their 
"ink. Lii—u fi id ;. ;e on ic.ruca.i i.> 
denounce :!;e fraud, and p::-\- reuct.cn : 
Ind Iren o-.erwhei.nmglv favorable. Hat j 
wvrk.ng through allies in G'.-.r^w. tvs s 
enemies LJ instituted impeachment I 
proceedings. whose inevotiht progress. I 
along with continual attacks in the con- • 
scrvative press. Isejan to erode his public 
support and. worse. to take a toll s’n his* 
mental health.

Tanner slept very little now and hod 
to resort to massive doses of pills to pet 
any rest at all. He sat alone for hours 
in the Oval Office, brooding about his I 
impending fate, closed off from his start | 
and his family. The Government was a: > 
a’standstill because no member of his । 
Cabinet could get through to him for : 
any kind ot policy decision. j

But he had made an important deci- I 
sio.s just last night: He was not going to i 
quit and he was not going to let himself I 
be impeached.

He sat slumped in his chair, his head 
in his hands. And then he began to 
weep uncontrollably.

Only 5C feet from where the Presi
dent wept. General Wiley Buchanan sat i 
in the office of the White House Chief j 
of Staff. Ever since General Alexander t 
Haig's appointment to that position by i 
Nixon. White House administration had I 
frequently been entrusted to a mirury I 
man. and no one seemed to think it : 
incongruous that a Government that 
prided itself on civilian control over the 
Armed Forces followed such a course, j 

Buchanan had the bearing of a man 
who had spent his entire adult life in 
the Army. But today, he was experi
encing a very unrailitary anguish. Over 
the past few months, he had watched the ' 
deterioration of the President, and only 
last night, he had come to the conclusion
that the nation's Chief Executive was . 
losing his mental balance, perhaps even 
becoming desperate enough to take an 
action that could be harmful to the 
Onited States.

Buchanan's feel for the national 1 
interest played havoc with his loyalty 
to Tanner and with his deep compassion 
for a man who had put so much trust
in him. Around midnight, hoping for 
guidance, he had taken a collect phone 
call from an old friend, a former top 
CIA officer .00R u illUOIk



h

'Hl t.

vnt h<

r. M<*hj)Uv h.id tccn rent cut h^n erf. "Ir.i hell 
“re shouted. I hey c jn pre*

chanan had pa'p-vol to him, It could 
not be said that l ew is was a man cl

-much scruple: Killing people had nor 
deterred him in the past. Sull, the 
thought of pcrsonallv ordering the as
sassination of the President of the United 
Slates was staggering.

He had read enough of the dossier to 
reject the Plan;proper. In hit eptntoo. 
whoever bad drawn it up had tailed to 
come up with an organizational struc
ture that could not be traced back to the 
CIA That was too much of a risk. But

(hat he had no way <*t knowing what to 
cx^vt. Several thoughts rushed through 
ha mind. Maybe, loc example, one ut 
hit agenti had been picked up. But he 
^■<Uv dismissed that idea. Artemi tor 
spinj were usually taken up directly 
with the ambassador.

Woife w jj waiting tor- Mikhaylov io 
tSe lobby and quickly took him past the. 
push to the director’s pnvarc elevator. A 
nucule later, he and Lewn were alone.

Lewis tried to put his guest at ease.

(hat L

.it the hell di nvc ilw< it 
a-, they do

’ It you really feel (hit way, maybe 
you ought to resign, like Nison did,"

the Alternate Plan minpied him and, *Tbcre u no problem. Mr. Mikhaylov,
gradually,.he became .convinced that it 
was wx?,-kable^.Fiij*Uy, he made up bis 
mind.

He picked up his scrambler telephone.
•nd dialed the number of a similar^
instrument on the desk of General 
Buchanan. "I just want to check back 
with you,” Lewis said. “I want to make 
suns that you have thought this thing 
out completely and that in your mind, 
it is the only plausible solution,”

“There's no other way. Rock.” Bu
chanan replied. “No other way at all 
And the quicker we hit him the better. 
That man with his finger on the nuclear 
button is a living danger to alt of us. 
And it doesn't matter now whether he's 
guilty or not. The situation has reached 
the point where we’ve got to do some
thing—and fast."

"OK. Wiley," Lewis said. “But just 
remember that when I put down this 
phone, there's no turning back. Red 
Rose will be operational in a half hour. 
From there to Action Day should be 
less than seventy-two hours."
. “I understand." the general said. 

“Start the operation."
Lewis beard the phone click at the 

other end cf the line, then he summoned 
Wolfe. “Call Mikhaylov at the Soviet 
Embassy and toll him I’ve got to see him 
right away."

Wolfe shot his boss a look of dis-

be said with a smile. "It’s just that we 
want you to arrange a service for us."

“I've never heard of the KG.ll.'i 
working for the CIA before." .Mikhaylov

“Oh. that's not true. .Every once in ■ 
while, we do each other little favors.”
Lewis was not smiling now. "There are 
some things you can do so much better 
than we can. And, of course." he added. 

- "there are things that we can do better 
than you can." ,

“AU right, Mr. Lewis, what is it you 
want?"

“Mr. Mikhaylov, I would like you to 
make contact with your superiors and 
have them pul into effect the Alternate 
Plan of Operation Red Rose that they 
have had in their files since 1974."

“And just what is that plan all about, 
Mr. Lewis?" the Soviet agent asked.

“Wo would like you -to assassinate 
our President"

It was the next day and the President 
was alone, as usual, in his office when 
Buchanan buzzed to see him. The 
President had seen no one else for the 
past several-weeks, but he made it a 
point to talk to Buchanan at least once 
a day. He buzzed back, and in a few 
moments, Buchanan was standing be
fore him.

“Mr, President, how are you feeling

'T at let of good ihai did him. I’ve 
told 'ou 4 hundred times. Wiley, I'm 
not item? to resign. And. unlike Nison, 
I mean it and I won’t change my mind."

"Well, I have to be honest with you, 
Mr. President: If you don’t resign, 
you’re going to be impeached, and we 
can’t promise you twenty votes in the .
Senate." ]

"I know all that,” Tanner said with | 
irritation. "Let's get off the subject. I 
What else do you want?" [

• Well, the Secretary of Defense wants i 
to see you. You know, we re still in- , 
solved in those SALT talks with the 
Soviet Union and he needs some guid- | 
ance from you on how to proceed." I

"And what more?"
"Well, just about an hour ago, the ' 

Soviet Embassy called and said that it > 
was urgent for their ambassador to see . 
you. He has a message ftom Chairman i 
Ivanov that he says must be handed to | 
you before the day is over." On his note 
pad. Buchanan checked oil the items of 
business.

“I’ll see the ambassador at four 
o'clock,” Tanner said.

Buchanan looked up us surprise. Why, 
he wondered, was the President willing : 
to come cut of isolation for the Soviet 
ambassador? He kept his thoughts to • 
himself. "OK. I’ll set that up," he said j 
tonelcssly. "And what about tire Secre- I 
tary of Defense?" I

"He can wait Maybe 111 see him | 
tomorrow. Thjt’s all, Wiley." t

Buchanan knew there was no use in | 
arguing with the President. He quickly | 
strode out of the office. .

belief.
“Right now!” Lewis snapped, and 

Wolfe hurried out.
Night wav beginning to fall when 

Ivan'.Mikhaylov, the K.G.H. chief of 
station i.“. Washington. drove up to the 
guard gate of the CIA building in 
Langley. He showed a card identifying 
himself a- first secretary of the Soviet

today?"
“Not very well, Wiley. Didn’t get 

much sleep last night. Hut you didn't 
cor.se in here to ask me about ruy health. 
What’s up?"

Tanner spoke rapidly and bis voice 
sounded shaky.

Buchanan had seen him like that 
for several months now and it only

Mikhail Stepanov, the Soviet ambas- - 
sailor, had been in Washington even 
longer than bis predecessor, Anatoliy 
Dobrynin. For 17 years, he had tended 
to the U.SS.R.'s business (here and he 
had thought he was past surprises. Yet 
the events of this day had amazed him.

Early in the morning, he had been 
awakened ^pctlnUDii
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V. ’ •''.'. M' P-’< ••; A'’f Hit JvHVtf- 
u’" r ; 1.-r. (':,-( • *.’*k.’ 
Ilf h n.,\-J o’.er ihe <•<:%•?•!• q*e

I?..I sou. Xi< An':,A.iJer I he 
Prevent mu>d %'nJy I: I kbc .m 
.rmvr. I- .ur.tr :r tn <.:.:imhiu ^.i;c i( 
to the ch turn an

Sterjuov v;.. th.it !uv *;Uccmcw w.jv 
j( an c"J. UumK h nidi and fell.

Tanner phved with the envelope for 
.H Ie.:st a quarter of an hour before he 
took out his kKvr opener and sM the 
cd;ei. Then he started to read;

Dear Mr. President: This letter 
is tor your eyes only because of 
the '.'nuiy at the information it 
contains. I have discovered the 
existence of a joint G h. U S S.R. 
operation called Red Rose. 1 am 
sure it means nothing to you. as it 
meant nothing to me until this 
morning. Apparently, af the time of 
the U. S.-Soviet .Summit of 197-1, 
the K.G.B. and the CIA. unbe
known to Mr. Brezhnev and cer
tainly to Mr. Niwn, signed an 
agreement that in the event that 
either country wanted to get rid ot 
its leader, it could call on the secret 
services of the other to carry out 
the assignment.

A look of stupefaction crossed Tan
ner* face as he continued to read:

Those of my stall who were in
volved in the ncguhJliws-wlj me 
that there was some thought, at 
the time, of invoking the clauses of 
the agreement against Mr. Nixon. 
Obviously, they did not feel it nec
essary to do so, particularly when 
he resigned. But now the CIA has 
called on us to carry out Operation 
Red Rove, ft has asked us to 
assassinate you. Mr. President Of 
course, I have forbidden my people 
to carry out this assignment, but at 
(he same time, because of my high 
regard for you, 1 have felt it incum
bent on me to inform you of this 
plan so that you cart take whatever 
actions you wish within your own 
Government. My very best wishes 
to you. Mr. President.

It was signed simply "Ivanov.” 
Tanner reread the Idler several rimes. 
Then he pushed the button for General 
Buchanan.

Buchtnan strode into the Ova! Office. 
"What was chat all about?" he asked — 
curious but without suspicion. He no
ticed that Tanner s hand* were shaking.

"Just something personal.” fanner 
answered. "Wiley. i» there still a ter
minal of the hotline telex m ‘.lie White 
Houx’?'

H the 
officer ।r* he cede r<\w e? <^r ci^bisw. 
'We |tb.- ., pf<v.itc mevage m
(mtn ( h rf?t!.ni Ivirov lur rrcMdent 
lancet. jre in the pr.W'% of de* 

<»»<!..«•: but the fn\tn\!ie”' .ue quite
spcxKu h i» to be double vc.Jcd m case- 
tope* .tnvi h h”M dirwih to the Preu- 
dent and to no one che.” he h.td been told.

In his entire diplomatic career. 
Stepanov had never commuqicaicd a 
message to .1 head uf state 'without 
knowing its contents. Out instructions 
were instructions and he *« Uk> faith
ful a sen ant uf hit soicrnmcnt and (he 
Communist Party to defy an order.

He had had his secretary call the 
White House and ask tor an appoint
ment with President Tanner and he had 
been relieved to learn that the President 
would receive him at four p.M. He had 
not seen the President (or more than 
two sears, but,- like everybody else in 
Washington, he had heard a’number of 
rumors, which he faithfully reported to 
his government, about the declining 
state of his health.

At precisely 3:50 f.m.. he eased 
himself into the back scat of his limou
sine and was driven the four blocks that 
separate the Soviet enclave from the 
White House. His instructions had been 
to go through (he southwest gate so (hat 
the reporters who congregated in front 
of the main entrance wouldn't see him.

I He was cleared through immediately by 
(he guard and met by General Buchanan 
at the west basement entrance.

A few moments later, he was ushered 
fnto the Oval Office.

His first impression was that Tanner 
had aged: His face was drawn and there 
were large bag* under his eye*, which 
looked bloodshot. But he was affable; 
"Sit down, Mr. Ambassador. Please sit 
down," he said.

Stepanov sank Into a chair.
-And how is Chairman Ivanov? You 

know, 1 like him a grev deal.”
‘'The chairman's health is excellent." 

Stepanov replied. "He has just returned 
from a month’s vacation on the Black 
Sea. I saw him there while I was on 
vacation: he asked about your health.”

'Oh. you can tell the chairman Tm 
juvt fine. Tm having some problems at 
home politically, but Til find a way out." 

"That was the same thing Nison had 
told Brezhnev." Stepanov thought.

"Wh.it u this menace all about?* 
Tanner ;«vked.

"Well. Mr. PrcUdent. to tell you the 
truth. I have no idea I have been given 
strict instruction* that <1 i' tor your 
eve* only. I have scrupulously followed 
tho>c instruction;.”

"You’r. probably a little curious, 
(hough, area l you, Stepanov?’*

. V.- P'C- - CM -

Ih 1.1 T'e tvom —in ihe
f !.•<■■< t i‘-c<\ .vi .ve'-Kur o»» Juts 
I•. hv-four he- x .1 da\

(.<. !.“ Tc Pre- c-: ' J Hl ;o 
d' »ft rbcie. Vid ^'\'\ <.a the urcr- 
jhe ..rd tell h..n I " ■■•( to be leH

General Buchanan to M not IO 
shuo hi* .then, though m !.M he could 
think nt nothing more da.-’ccrouv than I 
an ahmnt surely deranged President | 
sending j private mcv*a;e to the SoMel 
chairman. It was Ihe po"<bilH\ of just - 
ih s sort of thing that had made him 
resort to Operation Red Rose in the’ 
firn place.

Tunner seemed to be able io read his 
aides mind. I don’t want any argil- 
menf” he snapped. “Just carry out my 
orders ” He (hen headed out ot the • 
office, made hi* way down the stain 
(hat h-d 10 the basement and walked to 
the far end ot the situation room, where 
the telex machines were kept. One uf 
them bore a sign reading: direct to 
k^imii.v. Tanner was alone. If Buchan
an had prosed himselt capable of 
treachery, he was nevertheless weak- 
kneed about disobeying a d:rect order.

Tanner sat down and punched out. 
hi* menage.

Then he dropped in at General Bu« 
Chinan's office—"What's come over the 
man?'* the astonished general asked 
himself—and announced (hat he was 
accepting an invitation to speak at a 
farmers' convention in Moline. Illinois, 
jh: following day. It was at that con
vention. a few minutes before noon, 
that Tanner was shot to death, and In 
rhe confusion that followed, the assassin 
got away without a trace.

Tanner’s funeral rivaled Lincoln’s and 
Roosevelt’s. Million* of people, many 
of them in tears, lined the streets as 
the cortege made its way to the cemetery 1 
at Arlington and the martyred President ’ 
was hid to rest at the side of John F. i 
Kennedy. Even the pres*, with whom • 
he had gotten on badly, eulogized him • 
as a beUer-than-averagc President and : 
a patriot.

And the new President, hand-picked . 
by Tanner for the Vice-Presidency, car- | 
ried out Administration policies even j 
more vigorously :haa hw predecessor.

Buchanan, of course, kept his mouth e 
shut. He had long since run through 
hl* paper shredder the piece uf crumpled 
telex carbon he had found in a basement 
wastebasket:

Ivanov. Do nut a-*k questions. 
Carryout Operation Red Rose. You 
will get along well with m\ succes
sor. Thank you. Tunner. g
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ft was one of (hose coincidences.
No one could have known (hat (he 

bus would be stopping in front of Jacque
line Kennedy's apartment a( precisely the 
moment she would be walking through 
the front door on her way (o yet another 
funeral, but (here, bizarrely, macabrely. 
i( was: (he bus with the big ad spread 
across its side, announcing intwo-foot- 
high letters that 'LeeHarvey Oswald Was 
Innocent." For < moment, there was an 
embarrassed silence. All tha( indicated 
recognition was a slight widening of the 
eyes and an almost imperceptible tight
ening at the mitscles at her face. And 
(ben she was gone, disappearing in her 
limousine.

Even now. 11 and a half years 
since that sunny day in Dallas, it is the 
murder no one will ever forget. Two pres
idents have come and gone, a war. re
bellions. changes without number. And 
still (he image persists. A young presi
dent. pledged "to do better." riding in an 
open limousine, waving to cheering 
crowds. A turn, then another (urn. and 
(he car is heading past a tall building, 
slowly gliding toward the tunnel that lies 
just beyond a grassy knoll. The wife of 
(he governor turns toward him and 
smiles. "You can't say the people of 
Dallas don't love you. Mr. President." 
There is no answer, only a sharp, popping

noise, a sound like firecrackers. In (hat 
moment everything changes.

The furies (hat were released with 
the assassination ot John Fitzgerald Ken
nedy have never gone away. Nor have the 
doubts that have surrounded the circum
stances of his killing. The Warren Com- 

c^^xsnnsisiasnaCT 
The “dirty rumors” 
the Warren 
Commission tried 
to squash have not 
gone away. Now 
Watergate and new 
evidence have 
forced another 
look. The 
conclusion: a 
conspiracy for sure

mission's verdict ths: a ''deranged" young 
man named Lee Harvey Oswald, acting 
alone, murdered President Kennedy and 
seriously wounded Governor John Con
nally. only to be killed himself two days 
later by another deranged, lone assassin 
named Jack Kuby, raised as many ques
tions as it answered Two years after the

publication of the commission's find
ings—a repon and 26 volumes of docu
ments and testimony, based on 25.000 in
terviews—the Gallup and Harris polls 
found that nearly two-thirds of the Amer
ican people disbelieved its conclusions.

They were not the only doubters. 
Lyndon Johnson, who had appointed the 
commission, went to his grave believing 
that his predecessor had been (he victim 
of a "communist" conspiracy. John Con
nally loudly proclaimed his objcclions to 
the commission's finding that he had 
been wounded by the same bullet that 
had allegedly passed through the Presi
dent's throat. The commission's version 
of Connally's ■ wounding was crucial, 
since, as one commission lawyer put it. 
“more shots means more, assassins." Sev
eral members of the commission itself 
were less than convinced of the accuracy 
of the report (hey signed. Rep. Hale 
Boggs of Louisiana, a commission mem
ber. was particularly upset by many of the 
findings and wanted to issue a minority 
report, until (he commission agreed to in
sert “probable^s" in front ot many items 
that had been marked certainties. Even 
so. Boggs was less than satisfied. Until his 
mysterious disappearance in a light plane 
flying over Alaska in 1972. he continued 
to tell friends that the Warren Com
mission was in error. Similarly, the late 
Senator Richard Russell, who had been 
placed on the commission in deference to 
his power as chairman of the Armed Ser-
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t-c.it.- ! -<W (i-yV-ck-o i.J lull ct rif t- 
do.n cl i.-l.’ir'.v-.i.i ii-wic C-v hut 
uncover.-.! a.lc.tu-c.tl evidence p»nun< 
to the enKe-ce of a owi’-iAi —a con
spiracy :.i -hwh l«liiiit> l>-.ild»i( 
net im.'Ivc.t. if mUced lft-:t ever was a 
Lee Harvey tV.iM. Within th- tnr few 
months. Cu.-iir-wnin Henry Gunrale.-, a 
Democrat fniru Sin Antonio, his intro 
duccd a resolution calling (or a congres
sional investigation of the isuuinnim.' 
A petition backing it has collected more 
than 250.000 signatures on the West 
Coast alone. A bootlegged copy of the 
long-suppressed Zapruder film, showing 
President Kennedy being driven violently 
backward by a shot that nps off the top of 
his head, has txfen show n on national tele
vision twice. Perhaps most significant of 
all. the Justice Department, according to 
reliable sources, has very quietly begun a 
high-level, internal review of Oswald's 
background. In the past, rumors have cir
culated that Oswald was an agent of one 
or more intelligence agencies, perhaps in
cluding the FBL Now. the rumors are tak
ingon some substance.

Much of the evidence (hit is being 
gone over today is precisely the same 
ground that the critics went over a de
cade ago. What has changed is belief. 
The strongest selling point of the Warren 
Commission is riot what it said but the 
people who said it: some of the most re
spected men in the land, among them the 
chief justice of the United States, two di
rectors of the CIA and a man who a de
cade later would assume the presidency. 
Gerald R. Ford. If a senior public figure 
stated something in 1964. there was a ten
dency to take him at his word. In the af
termath of Watergate and Vietnam, few 
people are prepared to believe anything 
that comes out of Washington. In 3 sense, 
that is part ot the problem. As Mark 
Lane, who has returned to investigating 
the assassination after sojourns into Viet
nam protests and Indian rights struggles, 
puts it: "It's not a question any longer of 
persuading people to disbelieve the War-

'\‘ti Cc r.~.::er. maje L'.;hi ^cr't of 
fi«» dive.icb.jntmert with (he cum- 
mi-.non'v r;^'h 1^1 encuuraseJ pn**:e 
in'^u'ijA'.on to <hr.'xr« in lirjiii(t "I 
never hci.fvH tSt he [OivtidJ Cui it 
without a.-.y cor-ltolKin w cncnursge- 
rent vhttwier.” Riiuetl uul tn IviO. 
“Too mtny Gnnci cJltxd me to doubt 
that he plin.xd <t all by himwft." Ar-J 
then there were the witnesses to the ah 
utunttion itself fifty-two ofthem invit
ed that al least some d the thou that 
kilted President Kennedy came from in 
front of him. from the direction of the irr- 
famous grassy knoU. The commission die- 
counted all of them.

Small wonder, theta, that the com
mission's report proved a breeding 
ground for slcpia. fajhe years imme
diately fallowing she assassination. 26 
books and doaens of articles, some of 
theta serious, some simply scurrilous, 
challenged she finding that Oswald acted 
alone tit. in the opinion of many of the 
doubters—including Mark Lute'and Syl
via Meagher, author of the seminal 
Acctuorirt After the Foci—11 alL By 
1967. the holes in the Warren Com
mission repots had become so numerous 
and obvious, and the public furor about 
them so great, that several congressmen 
were demanding a new investigation. 
Then, another one of those coincidences. 
In New Orleans a district attorney named 
firn Garrison, a figure of large ambition 
and unsavory reputation, indicted Clay 
Shaw, director of the New Orleans Trade 
Mart, for conspiracy to murder John Ken
nedy. Ga rrison claimed that Shaw was the 

. ringleader of a CIA cabal. He proved only 
that Clay was a devotee of kinky homo
sexuality. After a ludicrous trial, in which 
Garrison made almost no attempt to pro
duce evidence. Shaw was acquitted. Sub
sequently. Shaw died and Garrison was 
driven from office. The Warren Com
mission's critics were scattered in dis
array.

Now the critics have returned, 
stronger than before. Armed with sophis-

<-:r C.-.-.nivicA rrnm < •;- a-e rrijy 
i-i beftr-e a;.roc a-.v .-o ;u;.,-.i how- 
o-r cm.-a. as lore as .: .-<vi.it come 
from th? eo-ernr-eu:'

ib- fi.^.::;, r'i; Ov. i!J . 
iciiii ecluig licit ha< il-ui vr^cj a 
hrile o.iti. tx-v-juv. .( .:; -Aa.it. iSrn 
thcic rue have been a .va-p-iyr. a 
word that dcesr-oc code—<i eis.v Among 
many Amenear.v And. if there-uicon- 
vpiricy. then there mua hue tern an ef
fort to cover it up. an ril’d u monu
mental that it would have had to include j 
the Dallas police, the CIA. the Secret See i 
vice, the FBI and. yes possibly the Presi- I 
dent of the United States Tei yearsago. i
that was a little hard to swallow. Even I
now. it is a story one would rather not be- t 
lieve. But there ore the questions that ' 
won't go away. And there is W atergate: a 
conspiracy involving the CIA. the FBL ; 
the Department of Justice and. yes the ! 
President of the United Slates Suddenly. I 
it becomes possible.

The commission and lh« critics
Impossible, said the commission. < 

from the moment it began its work. Con- j 
spiracy was the one thing the commission | 
did not want to bear, much less discover, j 
Earl Warren, who had accepted the chair- i 
manship of the ccmmissen only after । 
considerable arm-twisting from President 
Johnson._made it clear at the first, secret 
staff meeting of the commission that his 
mission and theirs was more political 
than investigatory. He had taken the job. 
Warren told the commission, because the , 
President had convinced him that it 
rumors about a conspiracy were not ' 
squelched, il could conceivably lead the 
country into war. As Melvin Eisenberg, a < 
commission lawyer, later recalled the ’ 
chief justice's charge in a memo, “He • 
placed emphasis on quenching rumors, 
and precluding further speculation such .- 
as that which has surrounded the death of
Lincoln."

Thus, under evtreme political pres
sures. die commission set about its task.

^ccntinual



"uh rc ;.5xe< <-it>ve mff o( k: u*n. i{ 
rc/eJ cn'etul mJ C(A to Jo ax J.dJ

M the relunkC
| crtariM ic j< when th? HU expect 

cure n r,i;..-< chat rre*.«lcn< Kennedy 
and C^xer.^r Cann^ly hid been 
'‘OurJ^i tv separate ibmt. I he fbi ver 
lien ci the President* j wounds also dd 
fered sharpy frum the commusion’s ver 
son. w*xh Liter wax condemned by (he 
American Academy of Forensic Puholo- 
pists aj Sein; so incomplete and sloppy as 
to be no autopsy at all. The FBI’s place* 
merit of the President's wounds—one in 
the bead, another some six inches below 
the heck—made the commissions seer 
curio of events uatenabte.Sccret Service 
rr.ea whc witnessed boththe shooting and 
the autopsy also placed the back wound 
well below tbe ueck. as did the autopsy 

u—iteetea- owa^iigrain. The Presidency 
jacket and shirt also showed a bullet hole 
just beneath |hc shquldet Faced with 
such evidence, the commission chose the 
only practicable course: it ignored iu

. Instead, the commission's junior 
lawyers came up with their own theory of 
the assassination, one contradicted by 
ballistics findings, autopsy results and the 
testimony of every witness to the actual 
event. In time, it came to be called “the 

( magic bullet theory." 
------ Simply stated, the commission 
. found that three bullets were fired that 

day in Dealey Plaza, all from the rear. 
The final, fatal shot hit the President in 
the hick of the head. The second shot 
cussed completely and struck the pave* 
meat, wounding a bystander. The first, 

dhe •magic" bullet, struck President Ken
nedy in the back just below the neck, 
passed through his neck into the back of 
Governor Connally, smashed through 
Connolly's rib and out his chest below his 
right nipple, and continued on to strike 
his wrist, finally winding up in Connally's 
thigh. In short, one shot, seven holes.

If there were only one assassin, fir
ing from the sixth floor of the School 
Book Depository, the commission’s the-

erv made watc. Ip.iced. H \»n the only 
theory that vocM .^eu-r f.«r a L«nc j«- 
tix.in. Unce the /.■■/•d jr^r/cr *«'.ipon. 
j H4O vmtdec h-iUtc m.vk* M.inr’.kbcr- 
Cjn.*j^» *.B4dur,\v $r :’.- shut. <L:«v 
o.h to up^ette *;* •': I ev < cord^tej 
bv the cnmini\4i.:i Jctcrr..:-? J:hit it w.« 
phyacaliy tmpoviMe to xh*x»i and hud 
the Carcanomore than three times in the 
5.6 seconds between the f»m time the 
President washa andihe bail, fatal shot.

.The trouble be^in when the com
mission attempted to duplicate Oswald's 
alleged marksmanship. First, they found 
that the rifle was fitted with a left-handed 
scope; Oswald was right-handed. Thea, 
too. shims had to be inserted to make the 
scope accurate, knorin? the fact that Os
wald's .Marine records showed him to be a

rr=zzzr==^^ 
A petition backing a 
reinvesiigation has 
collected more than 
250,000 signatures 
on the West Coast 
alone
C==33==323E3CT 
poor shot. the commission'had three mat
ter marksmen from the National Rifle As
sociation recreate ’he events in Dallas by 
hitting a level, stationary target. None of 
them could. Of course. Oswald could 
have been lucky. As for the one and a half 
seconds that elapse between the time the 
Zapruder film shows the President to be 
hit and Governor Connally bunching up 
and slumping over, the commission sug
gested that Connally was-merely expe
riencing a "delayed reaction" to having 
his chest tom open by a high-powered ri
fle bullet.

Totally inexplicable is how the 
bullet that purportedly did all this dam
age (and was later conveniently discov
ered on the governor's stretcher in a cor
ridor of Parkland Hospital) emerged so

curjcuk'-iVy (.Hast. \afu:ia unde- 
n'.‘~ed. HU,-I , ■■■! 2.- ..■;.>:r.(niv.,^; (rent 
ra ri.-rrn.il u<. lu. I tie ct r--;-.; :..l itself 
luj a vr.lhr fje.-l (u.-J i.-.so the »na 
tc-e of a c .Ji.rr and 1 ;r-l that the 
>-.;:.-t * as man Jed.

The r-’U damni.u evidence, 
thoarh. comes from the must unlikely 
source: I. lid :.u Houser. In a letter to the 
commission n-s included in the original 
.’6 volumes of evidence ar.) testimony. 
Hoover reveals that the marie bullet and : 
bullet fragments were subsequently sub-- t 
jected to spectrographic analysis. That ( 
test. Hoover reports, was inconclusive. I 
However, there was an additional test, a f 
Neutron Activation Analysts, a highly so- ‘ 
phisticated technique that measures the 
differences in material that has been 
bombarded with radiation down to parts 
per billion and sometimes even less, In his 
letter to the commission. Hoover blandly, 
reports that while "minor variations" ; 
were found between the fragments taken 
from President Kennedy's body and those 
Uken from Governor Connally’s body, 
those differences were not judged to be 
"sufficient." To the layman, that explana
tion sounds fine, and certainly the com- | 
mission did not question it. But the beau
ty of NAA is that the site of differences 
between panicles are meaningless. Virtu
ally any difference, however minute, is 
not only “syfficient" but irrefutable. Un
less atoms changed their structure that 
day in Dallas. John Kennedy and John I 
Connally were wounded by separate 
bullets.

Perhaps the subtleties of neutrons 
and atoms may have escaped the mem
bers of the commission. Incredibly, no 
mention of the N’AA test or Hoover's tet
ter is to be found either in the report or 
the 26 volumes of evidence (so far the 

’FBI has refused to release copies of the 
actual NAA findings). Far more graphic 
evidence, however, was right in front of 
them: a color film of the assassination 
itself.

Abraham Zapruder. a Dallas dress

.continued.



cade. w^l :e «•> I^M.ll^'.O'l..^- 
er instead was t\' mow K-mtu.-t m.v- 
meat in ncCcar Ae'enmhiir^.

Thou;h .1 ku lusrei ire uhk- 
countably n:^.x’, inj i\»urt rhe film 
has been spaced w\-e. the ;i s««nd 
Zaprcder (iln :s sfaalmg enough. We see 
the tend motorcycles turning onto Elm 
Street, and behind them the President's 
blue Lincoln. Kennedy is smiling, casing 
to the crouds Then, for a (ew seconds, 
the car disappears behind a treeway sign. 
When it emerges Kennedy has been hit. 
Hit hands are clenched, and he is bring
ing his arms up to his throat. Connally, 
apparently unhurt, turns back to his right 
trying to see what has happened. He turns 
around and is beginning to turn to his left 
when his cheeks suddenly putt his hair 
goes askew, and he is driven downward in 
the car. In the rearseat Mrs Kennedy has 
r.o* begun to lean over her stricken hus
band. w ho has begun to fait forward,and 
to the left. The car continues on. almost 
coasting down the hilL Seconds pass.' One 
one thousand, two one thousand, three 
one thousand, four one thousand, five 
one thousand, six. . . . And then, for a 
traction of an instant, the President's 
head is thrown forward a few inches, a 
blur, lost in the sudden violent impact 
that tears away the right side ot his head 
in a shower of blood and brains and 
throws him backward in the car at a 
speed ot 104 miles per hour.

Until recently, these pictureshave 
been seen by a comparative handful of 
people. Lift magazine, which bought Za- 
pruder's film for $25,000. suppressed the 
fatal frames for reasons of "taste.” To 
most researchers who have seen the Za- 
pruder film, the conclusion is obvious: 
the final shot comes from the right and to 
the front, and can only have been fired 
from the grassy knoll. Josiah Thompson, 
a Haverford College Professor who was 
hired by Life to work on its investigation 
of the assassination (and then left when 
the editors would riot accept his evidence 
of a conspiracy), has studied the Zapru- 
der Mm more closely and longer than 
anyone. His conclusion, based on the 
film, is that there were at least four shots 
The first, fired from the School Book De
pository. which struck the President in 
the back. The second, fired from the roof 
of the nearby County Records Building, 
which hit Connally. And a final, double 
impact' a l-.::.1 s'-.-:, which hits the Presi
dent in the back of the head, and a fourth.

r-c-e tcrwa.-J Urrn he : - •• -me t.- 'nt. 
they move backward, ;-:. .. ptec.wiv 
wba: oc-curs in hr Za.-.-ec.-r i n The 
comm nice ic’.wj >: To a.e.-pt it 
w.- . d have been to say there had been a 
corspnacy.

Z ay ruder himself thought there 
had been one. He later testified that he 
had heard shots whistle ms his right ear. 
Ha fiisi. according to some investiga
tors. not only records the assassination but 
one of the killers. The h:im' is seen in 
frame 413. toward the end eg the Mm. as 
the presidential limousine disappears 
behind some bushes before eetrneg the 
tunneL in taose bushes is a dark shadow 
that.to some, appears to be the head and 
arras of a man. who appears to be point
ing a ntle. There are many doubts, even 
among conspiracy theorists, ever w hether

C====S=SSS8BSa 
Taken togeiner, 
these happenings 
form a mosaic of a 
man in, around, 
aided and abetted 
by intelligence 
agencies through 
the last six years of 
his life
the shadow is actually a man. Final proof 
or disproof awaits image ee^aaccment 
test Sc *hkh are currently being con
ducted at Cornell University.

A cleirtriiT^c of a ma. pointing 
what seems to be a gun. appears in 3 film 
taken by Orville Nix. who was standing 
across Elm Street from Zaxvdrr at the 
time of the assassination. Extreme blow
ups of the Smm frame, tbeech very hazy, 
seem to show 3 man pointi-te uhat could 
be a k'npbjndrd. sighted pistol from 
behind a cream colored RzrSer station 
ua^oa parked behind the grassy knoll. 
Later, the picture was sho* 3 to Lee Bow
ers. a railroad worker, who witnessed the 
assassination from a nearby switching 
to*er and told the Waner. Commission 
he had seen unusual “con^xiea- near 
the stockade fence jus: as the shots rang 
Ou: \? it's evreth .Oi! i sj Sobers 
said of the picture. A few ^i)» later.

J I? I;, / : i ',.;»h,n to 
Jie u-'-Cwi >::»*;c orcu.'Xjaces *nhni 
three sears e! ;\- j-M — r.n- ■ i f-W-dred 
«-( wb.lt V. ,-.-.- I-UC! illy |iv:-.i ,1V luuirll" 
causes; the ether 12 were vemtef mur 
•Jet. accidents er suicide. Ebe Ktujnil 
edCi ef such a vicing of deaths has: been 
reckericj.it IWcnffien to 1.1

The Crawy Knoll .nd Other Curiovtict
It the commission was willing to 

credit Oswald with curiorjinity guts of ; 
marksmanship and mobility, it was not ; 
quite prepared to Admit he hid the power I 
of bi-Iocation as well. Thus, the possibil
ity of on Assassin or assassins tiring on the 
motorcade from the direction of the 

’ grassy knelt to the right of Elm Street was 
ruled out.

To rule it out. the commission had 
to discount the testimony of more than 
50 witnesses, nearly a score mere than 
those who reported shots coming from 
the School Book Depository. By and 
large, the grassy knoll witnesses were, 
like Lee Bowers, quite positive about 
what they saw or heard. Mete imponant- 
ly. many ot their stories coincided in cru
cial details, and the details were quite 
specific. S. M. Holland, who observed the 
scene from the overpass, reported seeing ! 
a puff of smoke near the stockade fence 
immediately after the shots; Bowers not- . 
ed the presence of several strange can in 
the parking lot in back of the knolL In 
one ot the cars. Bowers said, a man 
seemed to be speaking into something 
that resembled a microphone.

Films back up some of the stories. 
The Nix film, tor instancc.shows people 
running in the direction of the knoll im
mediately after the shots, while two peo
ple on the knoll itself throw themselves to 
the ground.- to avoid being hit by more 
shots. The film also shows the two motor
cycle officers who had been riding behind 
the presidential limousine dismounting i 
and one of them running up the knoll. « 
gun drawn. *

Another policeman who ran to the 
knoll w as Joe Smith, who had been direct
ing traffic at the corner of Houston and 
Elm when he was summoned by a woman 
who cried. "They are shooting the Presi
dent from the bushes." What Smith dis
covered o.i the knoll is the most chilling 
story of a!!. As he related his story to the 
FBI: "I pulled my gun from my holster 
ami I that; "This is s:Vy. I don’t know 
who I am looking fur." and I put it back.
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Just as t did. he (the man at whom Smith 
had been pointing his weapon] showed 
me he was a Secret Service agent.” There 
is only one problem. The Secret Service's 
own records show there were no Secret 
Service men on the grassy knoll.

Indeed, a lot of people were where 
they shouldn't have been that day. Win
ston Lawson, the Secret Service agent re
sponsible for the choice of the Kennedy 
motorcade route, later reported that mo- . 
torcycle outriders were posted on “the 
left and right flanks of the President's 
car” (a position that would hre made a 
cross-fire more difficult). But. os the films 
of t^e motorcade clearly indicate, the 
motorcycles were posted well to the rear 
of the President's car and. according to 
the Dallas police, were positioned there 
at Lawson's own instructions. After the 
shooting, when the doors of the School 
Book Depository were scaled, a man was 
"trapped inside" who didn't belong there. 
He was James W. Powell, an Army intelli
gence agent.

Across the street from the Book 
Depository is the Dat-Tex Building, and 
assassination theorists have long specu
lated that some of the shots on the motor
cade could have come from there as well 
as from the Book Depository. The cops 
evidently had the same idea. too. be
cause. after the shooting, they picked up 
a young man who had been in the build
ing "without a good escuse." as the police 
report puts it. Just who the young man 
wss is impossible to say. White the rec
ords show he was taken to the sheriffs of

fice. his name does not appear, nor does 
any alibi. Evidently, he just disappeared.

The debate over what did or did 
not go on at both the grassy knoll and the 
Dai-Tex Building might well be resolved 
by a thorough examination of the wounds 
in President Kennedy's brain. Just for this 
reason, the brain was removed after the 
autopsy and “set" in Formalin. Eventu
ally. it was transported, along with other 
medical evidence, to the National Ar
chives. When Dr. Cyril Wecht. the coro
ner cf Allegheny County. Pa., and one of 
the few independent experts to examine 
the autopsy photographs and X-rays, 
sought to locate the brain at the archives, 
he made a grisly discovery, ft. too. had 
disappeared.

The OvwaldConnectloa
In fixing blame for the assassina

tion. the commission ignored the testi
mony of eyewitnesses and settled instead 
on a 24-vear-old former Marine named 
Lee Harvey Oswald. For a country stilt 
shaken by the Cold War. Oswald fit the 
bill perfectly. He was a self-proclaimed 
Marxist who had. several years before the 
assassination, "defected" to the Soviet 
Union. When he returned, he brought a 
Russian wife with him. As it happened, 
her u.i.-lr was an official in the Soviet Se
cret Police. Oswald had been born in Siew 
Orleans but had grown up in the Dallas 
area, and it wav to Dallas that he re- 
lurnc.l. O.-e naiilh before the isOwru- 
lion, he had gone <o work as a stockboy in 
the School Book Depository.

(>i * a I — is arre-red । - nnuitt 
after the Prcvdcnt'xmui-d.-r.ashe was m- 
tine in a.m.-vie theater. ta.mUill< he 
w is ch irc-d with the r-nc-i of Presi
dent Kennedy and I D br.-t. a Pail.ii 
|"!wc officer who »n .her to death not 
many ( lock-, from the t\".:rr within an 
hour of the .i-.ouinnica. The evidence 
that Oswald committed either enme is 
tenuous at best.

Physical evidence linking Oswald 
to the assassination was strangely incon
clusive. A paraffin test turned up traces 
of nitrates on his hands but not on his 
cheek, and was ultimately dismissed by 
both the FBI and the commission as unre
liable. A partial palm print was found on 
the weapon, but police were unable to : 
prove it was Oswald's. The gun itself had I 
been purchased through the mail by an A. 
Hidell. Dallas police claimed that they 
found Oswald carrying phony identifi
cation for an A. HidelL yet the accom
panying photograph does not look like 
Lee Harvey Oswald.

The day of the assassination, while 
rummaging through a garage where Os
wald kept some of his things, the police 
also uncovered two snapshots of Oswald 
standing in a back yard, a revolver strap
ped around his hip. fn one hand he holds 
some socialist propaganda literature. In 
the other he hefts a long, scope-mounted 
rifle. The FBI. however, was unable to 
determine whether the rille was the Car- 
cano. Other researchers, notably Sylvia 
Meagher, assert that the gun Oswald 
holds is 2.4 inches longer than the Car- 
cano.

In any case, there is serious ques
tion whether the man bolding the rifle is 
Lee Harvey Oswald at all. Several pro
fessional photo analysts have flatly 
branded the picture as a fake. They point 
out that the V-shaped shadow under the i 
nose is identical in both photos, even 
though Oswald's head is tilted in one and 
erect in another. In the first photo 
Oswald is standing at an angle so oddly - 
out of kilter that, in trying to duplicate it. : 
one invariably falls over. Other photo i 
analysis techniques, such as the red-blue 
transparency test, (ind a disparity in the 
skin tones of Oswald's head arid those of 
his arm and hands. A comparison of the 
head in the photograph and Oswald's 
head in booking photos from the Dallas 
Police Department reveals that the Os
wald arrested in Dallas ha.1 a rather nar
row. pointed chin. The chin of the man 
standing in the back yard seems decid
edly broad and squarish, leading critics of 
the Warren Commission to speculate that 
the b.-.ck y ard photo is of another man. 
With a cropped h.-ad shot of Lee O-wald 
laid atop it just above die chin. Finally.
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{-.-• r r v > hila Ia^i miftt «• r- -. ,n 
i-'^M Ce Using el |hf bn* 3od x>t 
5.w^f.;iut'i. ,

Am.'II this OlJtlKC i* the tesv 
n:*i el Marina Oiujlil »M teW l.V 
cctniiiun iht twk the pictures, tn tM 
1*2 ether riitta Mix OwslJ pretest 
r.'R wftntiie; indeed, nearly three- 
g-a-lcrt cl the evidence tjunst her has- 
hi rd cones (com her teninwac. Esee^ 
»h:n it conflicted with its own sequence 
ci events. the commission accepted Mes, 
Oswald's testimony at (ice value, despite 
rscereas warnings from ccmmssett 
lawyers such as Norman Redlteh Ahn 
'Manna has repeatedly lied to the Secret 
Service, the FBI and this commission on 
cittets w hich are o( vital concern.'

The commission's tolerance 
toward Manna is understandable. There 
were few other witnesses who could put 
Orw aid at the scene of either murder, and 
these who could, (dr one reason er 
another, were less than wholly credible. 

. Only twow itnesses. (or instance, claimed 
' to have seen Oswald on the sixth floor 

shortly before the shots were fired. One 
was Howard Brennan, a uS-yerr-cvd 
seam fitter who was sanding directly 
access the street (rom the Book. Depos
itory. Minutes before the shooting. Bren- 
cu chimed he glanced up and saw 
Oswald standing in a window on the sixth - 
Coco, gun in band. Later, howe'er. Srea- 
can was unable to pick Oswald out cd a 
potter lineup, and the conftnission itself 
dlwcpliyrif the significance of his toti- 
extny. The other witness was Charles 
Givers, one of Oswald’s co-workers. 
Shortly after the assassination. Givers 
tcM the FBI that he bad seen Oswald on 
the first floor 40 minutes before the as- 
sessiaation. For the next sis months. 
Gi'ens stuck to that story through several 
interrogations. Not until commission hw 
yer David Belin interviewed him on April 
.\ 1951, did Givens suddenly recall that 
he had forgotten his cigarettes co the 
six:.*, tleor a.-.d. when he went to re
trieve them shortly before noon, spotted 
Oswald and etchaneed a few words with 
ho. Belin, the lawyer who elicited 
Goe-es' sudden switch in testimony, re- 
ccn-.lv went to work as chief counsel on 
tee Aockcleller Commission in>estijr..-g 
rhe CI A

Oswald himself Claimed that he

In I 'IO J eve Curry. ».V lad been 
chief of the Dallas K9t,x ikrwrrent at 
the time el the swasssavw. sad: 'We 
don't have any proof pat s\»iid fited 
the rille. No one has Pres abero put hint 
in that building with the cm •* h* la.il' 
So one. Curry should bare sad except 
the "arten Commiswres.

Secret Agee* Maa
Almost from the corcnt 'of 

Oswald's arrest, rumen waited through 
Dallas and Washington that the accused 
assassin w as an agent for case or crore in- 
teihgence agencies. The raesres were fed 
by the fact that the notebook Oswald was 
carry ing with him at the nene re ha arrest 
carried the name, license and telephone 
number cf James Host, a Daatsbtsd 
FBI man who had visited Oswakfy house
hold several times. There was no question 
about the visits. Hosy himself coahmed 
them, explaining that they were a resttine 
part of keeping track Ct laws subvei- 
sivea What was more trouble co the 
commission was the terynare that 
Oswald was not only »ht the sueveib 
lance of the FBI but in its employ.

The rumors became kvail alle
gations when Waggoner Carr, the Texas 
attorney general, passed them oa tv the 
Warren Commission. Care, who said he 
had gotten his informat-oc trona reliable 
informants (they turned out to be ca the 
staff e( the Dallas fkA.1 said that Oswald 
collected 3200 every month from the FBI 
as an informer and that his Bureau identi
fication number was 179.

Carr's information sore shock 
waves through the cotarressioa. .Kot how 
seriously the members cd the Nceiusoa 
viewed the story is shown. a a “TOP 
SECRET- transcript cd a dosed com
mission meeting. The rreercb .vvtrssi- 
teJ transcript quotes an alsrered J. Lee 
Rankin, chief counsel for the com- 
mission, saying. Ake A' bare a dirty 
rumor that is veiy bad ire to.- Com
mission . . . and it is very crea;.>,< for 
the agencies that arc i.-oorec .. . a.-.d it 
mor be wiped out insofar as < o .vxvb’r 
to do so by this Chnn.«ca' 71 r prob
lem. as ccnm-ui.u m .-.— ?-.*: tv iuerr

he w.i<n; Or as U.-.o aA.v.-os < 'I- 
lhmk tin.Ire ins vnCu.-,-,-rev V. 
II.Mirt ........It c••la.-:> ,.-, *.- ere.t 
bl.r.1mll1:r{i.iC.-».o,'.,.; a. .
a he |il.,...-i| -..vr.i I . . -: -„e ro. 
I tun.; h< ill! ‘Mill il. '.'.I CT : ;<■.'* e w 1 st 
llic lain are hh.-n (?,. .-< to o— .-.-n- 
muMonrn .v.k h.m w.f-.ett-.-r be *v<-d i.e. 
even under oath. il he were pvt in the . 
Mine spot. Dalles bi.c.ih <e —s them vex. ■ 
as would any olbcul in the Ci t.

For whatever it is worth.-then. : 
Hoover and ;he CIA both dufd-aliy de- • 
med that Oswald ha,I ever been their ( 
agent. All that remains to reatrydict I 
them it a scries of unlikely everts, which, 
depending on how they are cerise rued. . 
make a powerful case for coincidence or • 
conspiracy. I

Ftrst. there is the matter of | 
. Oswald's Marine record. One of lusduty 

stations overseas was Atsugi. Japan, 
where he worked as a radar operator and 
learned Russian, or so it is said, in his 
spare time. According to ihcs^Jj^lkrt,. 
with the workings of the agency. Atsugi is 
one of the largest CIA bases in the world. 
In the past, it has been the launching pad 
lor covert operaton dropped ora Com
munist China, as well as a base ter the 
agency’s U-2s. If Oswald worked at 
Atsugi, the argument goes, he was almost 
surely an agency man.

Then, there is the manner c! 
Oswald’s leave-taking from the Marine j 
Corps. In September 1954 Oswald ap- • 
plied for a hardship discharge cm the 
ground that bis mother had been taicred. 
(A box dropped on tier foot at work; she 
was back at work a few days bterj The j 
discharge was granted three days later—a | 
record time, according to Mance Corps 
officers. According to the critics, it was 
the CIA who set the record.

Once home. Oswald spent three 
days with his mother befcre ksitif for i 
New Orleans, (he first stop oa a bejira to 
the Soviet Union. According to the War- i 
ren Commission. Oswald paid 51. SCO | 
plus for his passage from r.vey saved 1 
from the Marine Corps But Oswald’s I 
bank account showed a balance of exact- ■ 
ly $203. The question is where the rest i 
canye from. I

Oswald supposedly uvA a ship to ; 
England and made the next Mg cl his ( 
journey — London to Helsinki —by plane. * 
Sylvia Meagher, who matched up the en- ■ 
try dale stamped on Oswald's pussperr in 
London with the time h i rommereill 
flight was said to have d.-panrd far Hel
sinki. found that the p’ro.- l.-ft a day 
[••'fore Osw ald arris cd in Erg'cnJ. The
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•' ' - p'xu- b’e exj Lvuki. o n th H L’V-* nd 
ir.KhcJ l<’’jri by r^rc vfnn'f f<i.U

In Cc r^.h <4 (hr uh.vi. the 
CIA mJ; thr ncjr.t avaiUbk

«cck| after hn .vnul in
Rjvh. O\« .vd »h-?*ed up at (lie Amer 

l-mba"y io m.Ac |w<’ Minting 
dsCu.Atioav he *at K(niunU'4 bn 
Ai?‘rKjn cuuenxhip. and he *4i going 
to turn oxer hn knowledge of radar xe- 
creu to the Ruxujnt The revelations did 
net seem to cause a ripple of concern. In 
any case. when Oswald applied for a new 
pxwport two yean later, it wai routinely 
granted. along with a loan of several hun
dred dollars to get home. At (he lime of 
O'*alds return to <he United States—

(‘jurats
KuViU, (K*a?*!. (he 
p<< Htmed betraser rf t-' : ten it 
wit merely ret a! the ru^c !» S.-h I 
R.ia.Ui, ■
identilied at .11 eC the 1
Aid. V.fcat the 
(hat Mr. Rj.mh the f '-—er ’ iry
fcitcrM of the America”. Fnerdxvf Am, 
Bolshevik Bloc of Natives, a j-vup with 
extensive ties to intelligence agencies in 
the Far Las* and Europe.

Back tn t<»H. Oswald and 
Manna were taken under the wing of 
Dallas’s large and heavily Cb\ irMt(Xfd 
While Russian community. Few people 
extended more kindnesses to the Oswalds f 
than George deMohienshiidt. a wealthy . 
oil geologist who boasted that he had 
worked (or French intelligence dunng the 
war. DcMohrenshddt tock the Oswalds 
to parties and introduced the young urv 
skilled worker and his bride to hit circle 
of socially prominent friends. Quite 
possibly. deMohrenshildt also reminisced 
about the eight^month hiking <np he and 
his wife had recently taken in (960 
through Central America. Such xale* 
telling would not be unusual. According 
to the Warren Commission. deMohrco- 
shifdt had already filed a lengthy wntren 
and filmed report of hii travels with “The 
U.S. Government/ By “happenstance." 
the commission writes, the dcMohrcn- 
ihildtt’ travel itinerary put them in Guate
mala City (the jumping-off point for the 
invaders! at the time of the Bay of Pigs in- ; 
vasion. ;

Despite (he aid of people like the 
dcMohrenshildts. Oswald wm apparently 
unable CO gee and keep steady work. At 
least, that was the stated reason why he 
moved to New Orleans in April of (963. 
Oswald did not fare much better on the 
job market, but he did come in contact 
with some interesting people. One of 
them, according to nine witnesses includ*1 
Ing several law officers, was Clay Shaw.; 
Although Shaw'i participation in an as* 
lassination conspiracy has never been; 
proven to anyone's satisfaction. Garrison: 
did make a convincing case that Shaw, 
was connected to the CIA which would 
hardly be unusual since b'lh New 
Orleans and the Trade N. <n of which 
Shaw was director are centers of CIA ac
tivity in the Caribbean. Moreover. Victor 
Marchetti, the (ormer executive assistant 
to CIA Director Richard Helms and 
author of Th* CIA tn-the Cuk 0/Intelli
gence. now quotes Helms as telling his 
senior staff people at the time of the Gar* 
risen trial that Shaw had br-n a “con-

> •• i f rn\r‘ .r * -A4.:> : • / , r » b<r
» i y ft:r k t c‘
K .un-unn; f IW * i!-J
i.KJi’K inuf»<M tn .n e’: •-.•jrur wnft 
4 .’1 Castro JUsM-tX A: .': a i'.’.ct tr.i*l. 

j/mcJ lc c .iu 1* 5
, ■ a.-.J h ■ -oar.- - H*

I ;;i. An a'v; qc.cMv .• ■.::.']. ard
Oi-^M wax rck.ivM th.* . day after 
pjpn ? a 5 10 fine.

fl it is unusual for a uff pru- * 
tfaiined ‘’Marxist** to v.'^rj to see the 
I ill. it tv no more out id character than 
Oswalds other hbxs on behalf of 
Castro’s Cuba. Some of Oswald’s leaflets, 
b/f instance, were stamped with the ad* 
dress "5-H Camp Street.* The com* 
mutton could find no evidence that 
Oswald ever kept an rifice at (hat ad* 
dress, but in its search it found (hat an 
cnft-Castro group had. That group was 
the Cuban Revolutionary Committee, a 
C7A creation put u^etber by none other 
than E. Howard Hunt.

I In late September 1963. Oswald 
< left by bus from New Orleans to Mexico 

City, where he hoped to obtain a travel 
viva to Cuba. On October 10 the CIA sent 
a cable to (he State Department and the 
Office of Naval Intelligence, informing 
them that a "reliable and sensitive 
source” had reported that Leon “Henry* 
Oswald had been seen enuring the Soviet 
Embassy. The CIA said it hid reason to 
believe (hat this was the same LH. ‘ 
Oswald who lived in Texas and had once 
defected to the Soviet Union, and re* ’ 

! queued that State and ONI furnish pic* i 
lures of Oswald so that the identity could ( 
be confirmed. In iu cable the CIA de* ‘ 
scribes Oswald as “approximately 35 
years old. six feet U1L athletically built, 
with a receding hairline.* Later, the CIA 
released pictures of the Mexico City “Os* 
wald/ The only resemblance between 
this "Oswald" and the Oswald arrested in 
Dallas a month later was the receding 
hairline. So far. the best explanation the 
CLA has offered for the allair is that it was 
a “mixup." •

If it were truly a mitup. it bears 
some explanation. Oswald did. in fact, 
travel 10 Mexico City, and his name ap
pears on a visa application Tiled with ch^ 
Soviet Emb.as»y. Confirmation comes 
both from embassy :*cccd$ and from one 
Vulliam G. Gaudet, whose name imme
diately follows Oswald's vn the roster of 
Mexican travel permits. The Oswald- 
Gaudet sequence is another one of those 
coincidences that seemed to have dogged 
Lee Harvey Oswald throughout his life. 
For Mr. Gaudet, who lists his occupation 
a* editor of the La:in .A “?h;c.i Tr- •Uec, 
is also an admitted former employee of 
the CIA.
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i . - -,;. .iuk. i to.'.-.'.: ' - A. in,-.-.- >,j

fr n t v •• ; -: ' ; »';.» they 
a;;* ii o!:!!.!! A u.'-A '.'-v, t.'.'i *dffC« 
;.|V.-J b-! re anw.-c Ca.'c.cJ to I Ac 
i**..'i( njrir; la the V'.'rr: Ce-nmiwion 
(<•^1. th-v j\* rc!er.\! to 4$ 'U.rrpv” 
tn the photo ere v^ tKe< trj;r.,-t kdti a 
passing resemblance to crank Stutvit. 
on? of the " atercate Cubanv The vMcf 
nan looks remarkably like Anicnu't 
hwnte tpy; author. burglar. NkM 
mailer, uuwination c:^x« L Howard 
Hunt.

The re^mblancc it so «nUn< that 
some ijja»ina<K)ii h!K notably come* 
dun Dick Gregorv. have charged that the 
photograph not only kvU hke L How* 
ard Hunt but u E. Howard Hunt. The 
Maltol the Rockefeller CIA Commission, 
headed by Daud Beim. has obligingly 
promised to check the matter out. Belins 
eagerness to investigate is understand* 
able. For although the photo of one of the 

. tramps looks a bit like Hunt today, it re* 
semblcs him not at all 11 and a half years i 
ago. More to the point. Hunt has an iron* 
clad alibi. At the moment John Kennedy 
was killed, he was having lunch tn Wash
ington. ’ *

Other details about Hunt and his 
circle of Cuban friends, however, arc not 
so easily explained. Hunt's path and 
Oswald's have a curious way of over
lapping. The New Orleans address shared 
by the Hunt Cuban group and Fair Phy 
for Cuba is merely one example. Another 
is Hunt’*-presence irs-Mextco City, as the 
CIA's acting station chief, when Oswald * 
showed up looking for a visa, the same । 
visit that touched off the mysterious CIA 
cables about a look-alike Oswald who. in ; 
(act. did not look like Oswald at all. ;

For Hunt to be involved, however • 
peripherally, with Oswald and the events 
surrounding the assassination is perfectly 
in keeping with Hunt's image of himself 
as the master spy and conspirator. In Givt 
Us This Day, his account of the Bay of 
Pijs invasion (in which he served as the 
CIA’s political officer). Hunt writes bit
terly of the invasion's ’’’betrayal" at the 
hands of Kennedy, who. according to 
Hunt, sought "to whitewash the New 
Frontier by heapin; gu.k on the CIA.” 
The betrayal, as far as Hunt and his 
Cuban comrades were concerned, in- 
suhed Kennedy's stopping of air supporj 
ard an assassination attempt on Castro 
that was to coincide with the landing. 
The Bay of Pigs was not the first time 
Hunt rec rt.mrnded ..>'.iv:.:j:.?:i. or the 
hit. In I960 Hurt tried to sei! a Castro as-

1 v., ;.i iLp cf ii; :<.•;;{. i.x; i>j; 
c;~" ::« u 4 v:\*':‘> j*ti<X':re 
:.’.'.;. A: Im. Ih. ^;>. 4 tr.en^A >vKt in 

‘^:h:kc.' the kvnvW.Ainl Wide 4-J 
'.~f:~rd him thn: OwtlJ »a, in Uct. 4 
~:~F" cf the Fair fia* Lv Cuba Cem- 
-_"“. Tie friend;. tc.ce belwstj to a 
r. * ^,c :: proprieuv turned Jack. Kuby.

Taken tir.;:>. 4w one d these 
h.-xma can be ur.tten ell to simple 
chance. Taken teenier, they form a 
~cu.c cf a man in. arvunX atlrJ and 
abetted by intclliccnce agencies of one 
sort or another throughout the last us 
yean of bis life.

Dei jetton. hc«oef. is not proof. 
Ari ia tie absence cf official csplana* 
tree, the cotnmon-ser.se linking ot a series. 
o.'.itre.i:le occurrences is all that is left 
to critics of the Warren Commission, the 
recent disclosures that the FBI «at in- 
scoed ia tee wholesale planting and hup 
it; cf double agents in radical groups 
d-nzj tie 1960s. coupled with the rev- 
elaictss that the C1A. was Involved not 
once bur several times in assassination 
picis against Castro anX according to 
r.—» ctjuine. earned out such plots 
ttatit Francois Duuiter and Rafael 
Trcniio. prondcs added impetus to 
ernes who are ready, in any case, to 
blare tree of the worlds troubles on the 
osrbsaioas of U.S. intelligence. Lyn- 
dea Johnson himself termed the CIA's 
epexiou in the Caribbean "a damn 
murder iacorporateX"

AU the same, there is, at this mo- 
cenu net a shred1 of credible evidence 
Ass lints either the CLA or the FBI to the 
;j—in; end wnywj out of John Ken
nedy's murder. What Oswald's connec- 
ricns to US. inteliiger.ee do provide is a 
rui::il: for the coicrup that followed 
the assassination. Fer. whether or not

• Or*Cd was pan of an assassination con- 
st-'tsy. there was. after his murd-r. no 
cccucie:: way tor an intelligence agen- 
c.» te etplain that. «b'e Oswald had been 
rd" employ, he was not acting at their 
bt.-.rss on the 22nd of November. I963. 
Ter "dirty rumors' that so terrified the 
-a-::: Commission w.v'J always exist. 
T"" rm.,-.rd cry one solution. The 
-.?:.-i as Re.-.kin K'U the commission. 
■'..'. be wiped c-t." Clumsily, stupidly, 
" r •'■ art" Ccnc. ss on set out to do just

Tbe Ubiquitous Mr. Hunt 
Lee Hm as O.wjlj was cor theon-

' • ; -.: - ,. t fr- J ;"..;! In V?^
1 .».vi ?-;- : r' ; uin ur-t I a I S.*uk\ Hunt

wjt b,K» w.-h ar uher (\i'.U» assasu-
1 nt’, n •..•heme. It.M hf"? the pk*;. in 

w ’ h a bearded ( cb.m |'Vn<<un earned 
R ’iii!,) Cuhria -js to be the Jfi.'/r 
mm. k.^r.J, Cnk t,. br fod.-J at 
the liu minute by Hnden Juhnvon’t de- 
fivir n t<> invade the (Xunimy an Republic. 
Hunt apparently had thnr plots tn mind 
when he wrote to the White Huuz tn 
1972 about h:s pwtKipiiten in “many il
legal conspiracies’ — conspiracies that 
might ccme-to light if funds (or his de

; feme and the support of his family were 
not quickly forthcoming.

Hunt, of course, was not the only 
antiCastrode with a fondness for assassi
nation. Frank Sturgis—alias Fiorini—a 
(ormer gunrunner and casino operator in * 
Cuba, was also an aficionado. Unlike 
Hunt. Sturgis did come to the attention o( 
the Warren Commission. In tracing 
Oswald’s background, the commission 
came across stones that Oswald had. both 
in New Orleans and Miami, tried to infil
trate fl/wiCaMro refugee groups. One 
story had it that Oswald had tried to 
become part of an antiCastro raiding par
ly: another, that he had been exposed as 
an infiltrator and been in a fight with a 
Cuban in Miami: yet a third, that he had 
been in contact with Cuban intelligence. 
The truth or falsity of any of these talcs is 
less interesting than their source. The 
Warren Commission placed them at the 
doorstep of Hunt’s old pal. Frank Sturgis.

_ This time, the coincidence could 
be legitimate. The history of pro-Castro 
and aniKasiro plotting and counter
plotting is so tangled that it is virtually im* 
possible to sort out who was doing what 
to whom and why at any one time. The 
cast of characters is enormous. There is 
even evidence chat Jack Ruby ran guns 
for the ar.ti-Castro Cubans. And the list 
stretches on. Does it mean anything? 
Could Hunt and Sturgis have been in
volved in Kennedy’s assassination? One 
can only guess. ThcrWarren Commission 
failed even to ask the questions.

Too Many On*aids
For a man who supposedly com- 

mined the crime of the century. Lee Har
vey Oswald behaved rather oddly. Before 
the assassination, he seemed to go out of 
his way to call attention to himself—get
ting in fights, stirring up a fuss at a shoot
ing range, boasting to a cat salesman that 
he would soon be coming into a "lot of 
money.” These incidents have two things 
in common. Oswald always identified 
himself qt.<t- lejdk. an J liter the people 
he hxd been invoked with hud trouble 
identif; * him. The incident withchecar

Continued.
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aicudM< co (he cvmmwon. .* js n j .» 
bus to Me mco City. Yet. on the wmr -J >y. 
.1 man cjlhnj ImnvcU Lee Haney O.*j!J 
talked into the Selective Service Office 
in Austin. Texas, vising he wanted to tb^ 
cuts his dishonorable discharge.

In 1966 Richard Popkto. a toilette 
professor in St. Louts, concluded on the 
basis of these and other strange occur* 
fences that there were two Oswalds, and 
(hat the phony Oswald had been em
ployed co frame the rent Lee Harvey Os
wald. Popkin’s thesis has a certain tidy 
logic to it. For one thing, it explains how 
Oswald could have been in two places at 
once. For another, it shows how a poor 
marksman could have hit a moving target 
at a range of 280 feet. For a third, it «• 
plains how Lee Harvey Oswald, a man 
who did not know how to drive. took a 
car for .a test spin at speeds of up to 70 
miles per hour.

The “two Oswald* theory also 
makes some sense out of the CIA’s "mu- 
up" in? Mexico City. Interestingly, a man - 
dentified as “Icon* Oswald, but fitting i 
he description the CI A issued from ?4ex-; 

•co City, showed up in the company of 
wo other men at the home of Sylvia 
3dio. an anti-Castro Cuban living in Dal* 
as. two months before the assassination.; 
The men who passed themselves off Aj 
inti-Castroites said that it would be a ; 
/ood idea to have Kennedy assassinated. I 
Two months later, when Sylvia Odio 
heard that a man named Lee Haney Os
wald had been arrested for President 
Kennedy’s assassination, 'the fainted.

Now. Peter Dale Scott, a professor 
it Berkeley, and one of the most re- 
.'peered and meticulous of the auavuna- 
ion theorists, has come up with a nevi

Scott has atvo collected the rec
ords of Oiwjld i physical ctiHinJUQni 
from (he time he enh#ed in the Marine 
Corps to the autopsy following his mur
der. They reveal some seemingly inex
plicable. dissimilarities- A Manne Corps 
medical examination conducted on Octo
ber 2:l. 19)6. for instance, found that Lee 
Harvey Oswald was 3* 8* tall. 135 
pounds, with -hazel eyes. Three yean 
later, on September It. 1959. another 
Marine exam putshim at 5? IF tall 150 
pounds: with grey eyes. Of course. Ov 
wild could.have grown three inches.

*. gained 15 ^pounds. and changed the color 
of his eyes in three years, but it seems un
likely. Altogether impossible is the 
change recorded on July IX I9o2.during 
a job physical Oswald took at Leslie 
Welding Co. That examination shows 
him to be 5*9* tall—a low of two inches 
in three years. In the arrest bulletin that 
went out for Oswald on November 22. he 
was described as 5* 10* tall and weighing 
165 pounds—the description that is car
ried inlhc FBI files as welt At his autop
sy. Oswald was found to be 5* 9* tall. 150 
pounds, with grey-blue eyes.

One possible explanation for these 
differences is that there never was a real 
Lee Harvey Oswald, or. if there were, he 
died well before the first Lee Harvey Os
wald entered the Marine Corps. From 
there on. the name and persona of Lee 
Harvey Oswald became an identity of 
convenience to be used by an intelligence 
agency or agencies unknown, a common 
enough practice among intelligence 
groups around the world.

Bizarre as the hydra-headed Os
wald notion sounds, it was taken quite 
seriously by L Edgar Hoover—two and a 
half years before the assassination. On 
June 3. i960. Hoover sent a confidential 
memorandum to the Department of 
State, raising the possibility that an im
poster might be using the credentials of 
Oswald, who was then living in the Soviet 
Union. The Hoover memo sparked ether 
memos within the State Department 
None of the correspondence on the possi
bility of an Oswald imposter was ever for
warded to (he Warren Comm;$juon. In- 
stctl. it w is buried m ’.he National Ar
chives and only uncovered recently. W.

to be tec Hmev OmmM. li e C.u. Ij 
cm!, neve and bene structure ail are

<h.< anythin-* ri-, (i icliAuJ m«i ihc<n may 
have covered th»t up.”

It is a shilling thesis. .mJ. like so 
much about lliiiav »t makes past enough 
sens- not to be ruled out.

Who Don# h?
There arc no answer*, of course, 

only theories, and they range from the un
likely to the obscene. There is a conspir
acy to fit every taste and prejudice. The 
trouble is that, since Dallas. Vietnam and 
Watergate, few of them can be easily dis
missed out of hand. For a time, the CIA 
itself considered the. possibility that Os-

The agency and ine 
mob have enjoyed 
a cozy relationship 
since World War II, 
when the Cosa 
Nostra protected i
U.S. ports from Axis i 
Sabotage i
CZ==£s=E2S=^ 
wald was some sort of “Manchurian Can
didate,* a sleeper assassin planted to go 
off on command. The theory, like all the 
others, made for interesting conversation 
around the watercoolers at Langley, but. 
if the CIA ever followed upon the notion, 
there is no evidence. Within the last few 
months, a novel, entitled 7Ar Tears of 
Autumn, has been published, putting for
ward the supposition that Kennedy was 
the victim of a revenge' killing (or the 
CIA-approved assassination of South Vi
etnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem, who 
was slain in Saigon less than a month be
fore Kennedy went to Dallas. One obvi
ous problem with Th* Tears of Autumn 
plot is the timing. A few weeks’ time 
seems hardly sufficient to concoct and ex
ecute as sophisticated a conspiracy as 
that which occurred November 22. 1963. 
in Dallas. Variations of “foreign agents 
did if* has long held considerable appeal 
for a number of Americans, including the 
unlikely duo of Lyndon Johnson and Jack 
Anderson, both of whom pointed (he fin
ger in (he direction of Castro. Basically, 
the argument goes that Ca^rn finally 
tired of the various U.S atter-.vs co rub

.cpntinuGCL
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(ra-right lactic*, whuh used the agency • 
as a cover. The latter theory centers on 
(he belief th.it there are really twoCfAv 
the “good" CIA. composed of the tweedy, 
analyst types, who tend to be liberal, have 
gene to good schoolt« and were born 
somewhere tn the Northeast: and the .
“bad’* ClA. the operations boys who arc 
always off smuggling opium, or training ;

i the mob.

secret armies and who didn't go co such * 
good schools. Thu thesis is one of the en- 
during notions about the agency, and has • 
been the subject of two minor best sellers. 
Last Man at zK -^ron tin uhich the Ken
nedy assassination provided a backdrop 
for a number of my nenous murders), and • 
Sir Days ofthirCondoriwon to be Thirst * 
Days of ths Condor, starring Robert Red- i 
ford). Store seriously, novelist Gore Vj- j 
da!, writing in Ths A>w York Rsvir^ of 
Books, tints, after an examination of E ;

^Jhr.o than «< scemo They would have 
:o have been of scu cient stature to div 
s-idc ether uvcczcatrie agencies, no- 
t-bX th..* FBI and CIA.from going after 
^^tl because their exposure would do 
greater harm to the government and that 
wc“dtri-l catchall ‘the public interest." 
th 1.1 th. nr actual apprehension. They 
we dd b ase to have had access to skilled. 
v;h;i:.. at6i trigger men. And that would 
have taken money, a great deal of money. 
'MthOwt subsequent accounting.

. As it happens, organized crime firs

Goen that background. Kune crit
ics of the kkanen CoTn.r.Hjn contend 
th.it the mob. alter murdrnng Kennedy, 
employed us lone stand, nj imn-jciiy" to 
cut olf CIA and other federal investi
gation of the xvMiuajuon.

Unlikely a* this »ccrario sounds, it 
dovetails nicely with t*c unanswered . 
questions about Jack Ruby. According to I 
the Warren Commission. Ruby was a I
rather innocent, 
saloon keeper « 
czz=

if highly deranged. I
ho;.

Howard Hunt's novels, that Hunt's prose 
sounds remarkably like that of Arthur 
Bremer, the would-be assassin of George 
Wallace. Hunt, of course, was an opera
tions rasa at the CIA and thus one of (he 
bad guys. Moreover. Hunt has some ex
perience at forging documents connected 
with assassinations. Ac (he suggestion of 
Chuck Colson. Hunt fabricated cables 
linking Kennedy to the assassination of 
Diem, which Colson then fried lo peddle 
to the press. The attempt backfired, but 
Vidal finds it more than passing strange 
that recent assassins—Sirban. Oswald 
and Bremer—all showed 1 penchant for 
(caving written evidence Unking (hem to 
(heir alleged crimes. The question Vido! 
poses is "whether they might have had 
benefit of a ghostwriter.

For one reason or another, none of 
these theories—these outrageous she- 
ders-rcally washes. Bcsidesthelackof evi- I 
donee, the "C(A did if* theory is simply I 
too pat. too easily tailored to existing I 

prejudices. The most serious invesciga- • 
tors of the as^axiinarion are reluctant (o ! 
point a finger anywhere. They are also! 
(he most pessimistic that the real murder* * 

.ers of John Kennedy will ever be found. . 
There is a growing suspicion that Os-, 
uald-or whoever he was—was merely- 
th: first of many *'pa:sies.~a word Osw.dJ 
chose to dec?:be himself. The ClA.

aUthese requirements exactly. Certainly, 
there m as tactile. The loss of casinos and 
heroin connections in Cuba because of

-the regime Kennedy refused to dislodge 
has been reckoned in the hundredsof mik 
6cos of dollars a year. Robert Kennedy's, 
pursuit of organized crime bad already 
seriously damaged the mob. especially in 
New Orleans the terminus for the Cuban 
drug connection. And there were indica- 
cio^s char the Kennedy brothers were go- 
t?4 to hit Nevada next. .

As for meaax the mob has both 
the gun* and the money to hire them. The 
opportunity was there for the taking.

The agency and the mob have en
joyed a cozy relationship since World 
War H. xhen the Com Nostra protected 
V3. pons from Aus sabotage, as well as 
aided is the Allied invasionsol Sicily and
Italy. The agency returned the favor in 
various ways. In the late'50s Robert Ken- 
sedy. then an investigator for the 
McClellan committee, encountered a 
mobster in Las Vegas, who boasted. "You 
can't touch me.Nt got immunity**from 

"the ClA. Incredulous. Kennedy 
Checked; the mobster was telling the 
truth. Later, during the Vietnam war. 
C!.\ aircraft ferried opium out of South- 
cw Asia; exentuailv the mob sold it as
h.

it

Cuba, crime and 
the CIA. The three 
things that 
everyone 
connected to the 
assassination has 
in common

EE3

c sassa
vice seems to have been a bir ol social < 
gambling. The commission flatly rejected 
the oft-repeated accusation that Ruby 
had ties to organised crime. The commis
sion ignored testimony before it by a Dab । 
las police detective that he "regarded 
Jack Ruby as a source of information In 
connection with his investigatory activi
ties.** In short. Ruby was. as Scott notes, a 
police informant, specifically in the area 
of narcotics. Scbtt also points out (hat the 
commission ignored a report to the FBI 
seven years before the assassination that 
Ruby was providing the okays from the 
mob for independent operators to mr ■ 
drugs in and out of Dallas. At that, the • 
commission hardly needed to read re
ports. Ruby's connections wit^jhe mob t 
mid with-the police were common know!*

An.’Hcjistreets. In 1971. dur- •'c<l?.r in Dallns. Even a former Dallas
Ie-noticed trial of 11 members of 
Nostra urxiy in federal court in 
rk. the defense called a surprise 
r Mfircw the chief of the CIA's 
ice The mobsters were nut con- 
'•e ind.ca:«on of the closeness of 
ic.’dro Xsa;;.: the a?en:v ad

county sheriff detailed Ruby's back
ground; once .tgain. the conoiuion i^- • 
noted him. Instead, (hr commission
bLxidiy asserted lb

life

Ruby's friendship* 
throughout his 

J largely co'prokv

inntlhuoi



T il -! ;t.n t” 1. (.;> (
C ; • .n ■< en.i tfr l.n lb- 

•re th;--' r-H f^rv.wK omcrc'c; w 
- r j-.ij-.. .ij.,iM h n m ccnn'r;! the 

*e ih.ii/v trc ^ ,i:r<n <.'o.^nivf"i did
-.'. - <rt < • l :ir aS-.t. they h.nl their 
*.,!;: h::ez ib<- rnc^ ;.itii’.i vjn^d If 
.’: u.Ved i nofur. (hey »ouU p(O»iJ<

Gojid. 41L.|(-J<rutv t/ie<UHnn.<e<l. 
v.iiol Kennedy tecjute ul itneril (eel- 
..:p cl >n ije-jux;. Al Gerald Ford3 in- 
Lienee, the commission added Oswald*! 
teir. J a communist at a reason (or mur- ■ 
dee. Marina testified that it was alt a tec- • 
r.ble nittaie. that Lee really wanted to 
kill Connally, meted, and shot Kennedy • 
mcead. The commission should have j 
added (hat tothe list as well, le makes just j 
as much sense. '

It is a confusiry. disheartening, ul* j 
t:~.ately maddening business, this search | 
fir the killers of John Fitzgerald Ken* * 

. • :sdy. The people who look are strange, 
obsessive types, as people should be who 
Lave worked in a grave so tong. One mars 
who did some of the earliest and best re* 
search into the assassination, and kept re* 
;ei:i:j that research endlessly, with no i 
cse listening, finally went mad with para* 
cota.

Fortunately, the disbelief Is 
spreading. It is the little old ladies, not 
pc the crazies, who are asking questions 
cow. Where once the commission could 
count on the name and probity of its 
chairman to certify a preposterous sce- 
cxrio of events, today the mention of Earl i 
Warren's commission brings laughter on 
college campuses. Ironically, the media 
Lave been tbe last to question the official 
version of events. Ute New York Timti. 
which published its own edition of the 
Warren Commission report and a follow
up volume entitled Th Wiintms (from 
which nearly all the dissenting testimony 
bad been carefully excised), continues to 
stoutly defend (he commission's report. 
Time Inc., which owns the original a'nd 
hence clearest copy of the Zapruder film, 
keeps it locked away in a vault. On tele* 
vision the most comprehensive defense of 
the commission has come from four one- 
hour specials produced by CSS. The cor
respondent was that Watergate tiger. Dan 
Rather, ft may be changing. With Water
gate behind them, the investigative re
porters are having a second look. As one 1 
assassination researcher puts it: "We are ' 
One Seymour Hersh story away from a 
tew investigation." I

America is different now than it 
was jn 1963. Castro is a curiosity. The 
doubts don't need to be laid to rest. The 
"dirty rumors" have become all toolrue. 
Wh.it hasn’t changed is the loss. We need 
to kr.o v why. O

.1
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— * : ■ J'u’n*’! suro: 
: .'•• F. Ker.-Kv
~ Sn tit v-.ct.m

: i : • - - the Oo 
t" .-::. ::•:> Ace-cy Hi 
f:. ■.: Frit :”.: Ford s cu. 
r’’ rd j:.-o1 new ex- 
: ■•“:-: s — -r Krxiies o(

■ ? : -e-e i teg aw." 
h;s _-i! j-.-.rr Berried J. 
.-•-•ttrwa d.-Td bet the full 
s’:*- --J ;> k.-.cwn u-.thu a 
;.-tr.“

■ A ;.<i:’ I’m surprised at 
FiT!>td, - said Dr. Rich- 
tri ?”<::. a philosophy 
:"'r;:r a: Washington L'ni- 
• erTty :d St. Vo'dis.—I’d 
-i- ::-. six ami's."

:;•? rm have noticed in 
rsr.-rteti a gra«:rg web 
:' —related disclosures, ev-1 
e—j a.-.d a.ieziticns which 
fey relieve *nt provoke the! 
'-: :*rrj r^-examination 
:' "e Warren Cnmmission’l ■ 
:r:i-s:cr. -..'-.it Lee Harvey 
■iMlt acted litre as Ken-• 
re-ty s tl'isim in Dalias.

.-rrd. w-io was a commit- • 
«tn r rimer, also apparent-

-tt red Ce resurgence of 
fere;: :: the circumstances ’ 
•* Ks-retys death, particu- 
li.-.y -i-r.n Ue CM was 
re-titned.. •

i:—e lime in March, the 
-: te Kruse satd. Ford 

. v-et j? fi precise lan- 
fate cf the Warren Com- 
r iiirn s findings which he 
Fit reiped write. So, when 
re set a surprise question 
ax?, f • matter Apr.l 3 at 
r..S ian Dle»t>. CaiiL, news 
df'ermee, Ford was pre-

re defended the commis- 
j — 5 —. »ty carefully draft
ee r.itemer.t that ”we had 
'•ft .-a evidence of a con
st.-try. Itrntn or domes- 
:.: i.t he c.d rat dismiss 
fe t:i>i::lity.-"So far. I 
•» e i:i.i r.o evidence that 
• i.lt —spate tee conclu- 
• —s :; we.ch we came.” He

Sui "if the facts seen to 
nsf; it." Ford said, the 
Kxxrfeller Commission and 
the ipecil House and Senate 
ccddiiieei investigating 
CM domestic activities 
—"it invest: gits.

is Abou 
• EmsterwalJ, a dapper lit

tle Tennessean whose clients l 
hare 'included Watergate 
hrglir James W. McCord 
dr. and James Earl Ray said 
be believes something big is 
about to break in the Kenne
dy case.

"f have the same feeling I 
did about Watergate, the 
feeiing the gimi was up.” 
aien McCord broke his sil
ence with a letter to U.S. 
D-Stnct Judge John J. Sinca 
ciarpng high-level political 
pressures to cover up the 
scandal.

"There's just too much 
evidence around that the 
Warreit.Report is notcor- 
rm. —at the CIA and the 
F3i know a huge amount 
they didn’t tell the Warren 
teriisoa," Fensterwald 
said.

3ut neither the Rockefel- 
let Commission nor Congress 
seems to shire his sense of

Th- executive director of 
the Rockefeller Commission, 
David Bellin, is a former 
Warren Commission counsel- 
and staunch defender of the 
single-assassin argument A 
spokesman said: ’’No evi
dence has been submitted to 
indicate any CIA involve- • 
ment.”

The Senate committee 
staff has acknowledged it 
will study the question, but' 
only as a peripheral CIA: 
issue.

Fensterwald believes the 
trigger for what Popkin 
called the "amazingly rapid 
buildup”I of interest in the 
Kennedy case — the equiva-; 
lent of a .McCord letter — ■ 
was disclosure of CIA In-, 
voivement in assassination 
plots against several foreign 
heads of state, including Cu
ba’s Fidel Castro.

Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez, 
D-Tex., who has called for a 
new inquiry, says his suspi
cions were aroused by Wa
tergate revelations of CIA 
activities and the Bay of 
Pigs-

Among other recent dtvel- 
opme.-ts:

senpt of a previously s<rr-t 
Warren Commiss.on Hireling 
Jan. 27. 1551. obtained by 
free-lance investigator Har
old Weisberg, in winch for
mer CIA Director Allen 
Dulles said it probably could 
never be determ.-.-ed inde
pendently whether Oswald 
was a CIA or F2I employe, 
which both agencies would 
deny.

• Two former aides of Iha 
■ late Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 

D-N.Y., said he told them in 
1957 he had helped stop a CIA" 
plot with the Mafia to kill 
Castro before the Bay of Pigs 
invasion in 1961. (The Cuban 
exite community has long 

I speculated that Castro 
sought President Kennedy’s, 

''assassination in retaliation 
tor a planned attempt on his 
life.)

• Publication ot two pre
viously classified CIA photo- 
graphs, taken in .Mexico City 
six weeks before th- assassi
nation, of a "mystery man" 
who might have been trying 
to impersonate Oswald, who 
was trying to cbtain visas 
from the Soviet and Cuban 
embassies about that time. 
(Fensterwald said two 
friends in intelligence separ-1 
ately identified the mystery 
man as a "mechanic?’ the 
CIA name for a hired killer.)

• Former CIA official 
George O’Toole said in a new 
book that a "psychological 
stress evaluator." an im
proved lie detector measur
ing the human voice, showed 
Oswald was teiiir.j the truth 
when he told reporters on 
tape alter the assassination 
that ”1 didn't kill anybody."

• Unsuccessful but highly 
publicized court proceedings ; 
to obtain a new trial for Ray. 
whose lawyers claimed he 
was framed by unnamed con
spirators in Manin Luther 
King’s slaying, and to reopen 
the Robert Kennedy case on 
the ground the death bullet 
did not come from Sirius B. 
Sirhan’s gun.

Interviewed in his moder
nistic office in the Third 
Church of Christ Scientist 
Building overlwkieg LaFay- 
ette Park. Fensterwald said 
that after Watergate. 
"People will believe any-

Such irresponsible cl ums 
can serve to suppress the 
trie story, said Fensterwald. 
whose pnvatecommtttee to 
investigate assassinations 
operates out cf a small office 
a block away as a clearing- 
house for serious research.

"I don’t think there was 
anybody cut al Langley. Va., 
(CfA headquarters) who set 
up Kennedy.” he said. "But. 
like Watergate I think you've 
got two problems. Shooting j 
the president is a lot more i 
serious than breaking into] 
Democratic headquarters, 
but covering up who is re-' 
sponsible for it is more' 
serious."

Contrary to the Warren 
Report. Fensterwald says 
Oswald had ties with both the 
FBI and the CIA but raised 
grave U.S. doubts about his 
loyalty in his work with 
Cuba. "That's my best guess 
as to what was covered up.” 
he said.

Fensterwald said the key 
figures will remain silent 
until some official bc-dy. per
haps in Congress, grants 
them immunity from prose
cution and forces them to 
testify again under cath.

"Can you imagine what 
you could do with Marina 
(Oswald's Russian-born wid-1 
ow) in one morning it you put 
her under oath, and told her 
the tint time you. lie you're 
going io be on the first plane : 
back to Moscow? ” he asked. ■

Popkin, author of a book . 
entitled “The Second Os
wald." said in a telephone 
interview (mm St. Louis he 
suspects some of the CIA 
stones might have been in
spired by the CIA itself, 
where Director William E. 
Colby is “cleaning house and 
reorganizing, and this is one 
way to get rid of some 

-people."

XL
One hypothesis. Popkin 

said, is that "they might 
need to »'« the Kennedy 
case to ret back into busi
ness.” He foresees a time ■ 
when the CIA "commits sui-. 
cide in public, there will be 
confessions of wrongdoing. 
Congress will ban all sorts of 
activities; and the CIA will 
be reconstructed in another 
form."
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...'•Live been very co:i-.rcill
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There base been conflicting 
reports irons sources here over 
Just cow much of the diciei- 
powered ‘Golf-class s;i.T.:r- 
toe was pulled from 17.0CJ fecti

ty the fni'ei Sales has dwcl-j riuw-n. 
oped, it was slid. lellcga'ii

A t^h official of the KClj n? chai 
the Soviet inieiliMre aptney.। moonir.r. 
mid • rcrular contact recently I of Amen

the GA, tarred by

•hat reports that the bodies ofcd water about Hi) miles nir.i| j^|Ct seamen-most of thej onened r.ui "^ ^^
of Hawaii.

Moat reporta say the How
ard Hvches-cevelcped salvare 
vessel. Glcmar Explorer, hoist
ed cn.lv a uurd ot the »1 but 
missed the important code 
room and the nuclear-lipped

crew—had been troeent "O~m
enlv a third cf the ruo arc nof|

CIA officials insist they id 
not leas weed cf the salvage

believable. He said t: is crn-imir.s-.cn. On the contrary, they 
vinccd Ue entire sub was! say, William ECoiov.thc diree- 
raised. " j icr of central intcll-ecnce. tried

The Russians also were said| to stop newspapers mat already 
to believe the CIA deliberately | had the story from printing it

Broker sues CIA 
for 610 million

Mi.'.tr.i (Api—A f .-rner \
Mar.i mcr.tate trtic. who ' 
claims the Central i.-.tcl:pence 
Agency was tyii:4 bis irliiay 
e! ccur.rerteit mortgages. sued 

ithe agency yestercajr far IUi 
! million.
• The suit, filed in federal , 
iccurt here, also names the fed- 1 
till government and Ctfu ex- 
il;s Cm-ff.rno tjlrua and 
Amnio Yc eiias as defendants.
Th: whereabouts vl the two 

'men. reecr'ed to have CIA 
'connections, is unknown, 
I In the suit, broker Ardors 
■Castro blamed the CIA for the 
failure cf his mortgage busa- 
Ircs tor causing threats and 
personal dancer to hist, and for 

iailtpd humiliation and ridi- 
tcule.
I Mr. Castro claimed the two

Probe official backs 
b arren Commission

Wrti-jtK (NAT) -The 
•Icckefeiicr toewioo inves- 
.gating the . Central Intcibg- 
i:ce Agency has received "no 
inedible evidence" that the 
.'.iA. had any involvement In 
de assassination vf President | 
•leoneoy or that Lee Harvey I 
j’-.aid was cat. as the Warren 
.'cmnussicn tovr.d. tne lone as- 
assia the panel's executive 

erector said ye.-terday.
The assertion by David TV 

Ivlin was a cep-wtue from the 
ir-a-,mission's policy of net 
.•rrnntfiur; on its icvestiga- '

। to speak out because of a com
ment by President Ford in San 
Diego Thursday and several 
press reports that might lead to 
speculation that there was sub-1 
stMive r.r« evidence of C.l.A. I 
involvement ur a conspiracy |

head rd by Dick Gr*;oty. the 
comedian, retire::; an asser
tion that E. Howard Hunt. Jr. rd 
figure in the Watergate case.' 
had .aern scircd near the Ken-! 
nedy assassination situ vrithioi

men persuaded him in UIS to I 
let them use I ts company as * 
front to rai-e mency fer covert 
CIA activnuj. Th; CIA de- 
ebeed comment on Ue suit.

Mr. Betin sain ha had ctam

. . minutes ol the shooting Ln Dtl-I 
tot in the murder of Kennedy I las. |

Xw.2ll?iX | Mr. Gregory submitted to
Mr. Iulia said the ccmml'-1 <he comnuss'on photos j'::iy:t- 

slam I'ti':.- its charter (Mitii.:; to snow that Hunt and: 
Pa'tjAK Fort had an oblica-| Fnr.lt uturgis, another figure io;
tu n to uiKtiute every allepa- t'ic Watergate werej
tion ■>.’ illegal domestic activity I nicked un by Dallas potion and! 
by ti c C.l.A. and that an altera-1 jiul'o. H. ft dered tne alltp'l 
ti'a that the agency was ta- {ti^re i.t fr.iiMK* before the) 
valved to Kennedy's death wx- j commission. i, ren report, although bn went w
cl-urly io tn;’. air a. It was in i Mr. Belin dyiwi to catalog >0' c-;e im the Pichoirl'r
til:; regard th.*', tire commission the evicer.ee renremg Mr. .Commission was investifatiug
teak ewitrt: lira a group i Gregory's allocations but said I j^

j that tr.e cdtr.r.ussicn wonM con- yr Belin, who served a 
■tir.ee to accept anv evidence I CK-^ l0 me Warren Csmmis- 
i that micht be troernt forth. He !;- |-.t- wrote a tock, roti- 
said. however, that w"i:g so ■ tied ' You .Are The Jurv." which 
(ar had wc.itter.vi th: Watrca . de-afled how the commit >ioa 
Commis.-.on corcisixu.

At his press c.
had reached Its conclusion. He 
said that after he completes his

■ mission as a cengressmax slid 
i that U' hid set.-, no evidence 
I that would con ire diet the Warj

Kx

Ke:

assignment os the 
el>r Commission, be 
o be ab> to discuss the 
iy assassination allega

tiers mere fully.
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The Rockefeller commis

sion investigating the Cen
tral Intelligence Agency 
hat received "no credible 
evidence'.- that the CIA had 
any Involvement in the 
assassination of President 
Kennedy or that Lee Har
vey Oswald was not. as the 
Warren Commission found, 
the -lone assassin, the 
panel's executive director 
said yesterday.

The assertion by David 
W. Belin was a departure 
from the commission's poli
cy of not commenting on Its 
Investigation.

Belin said he had chosen 
to speak out because of a 
comment by President 
Ford In San Diego Thurs
day and several pres? re
ports that might lead to 
speculation that there was 
substantive new evidence of 
CIA involvement or a con
spiracy plot In the murder 
of Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963.

Belin said the commis
sion, under its charge from 
President Ford, had an ob
ligation to Investigate 
every allegation of Illegal 
domestic activity by the 
CIA and that an allegation 
that the agency was involv
ed In Kennedy's death was 
clearly in that area. It was 
in this regard that the 
commission took evidence 
from a group headed by 
Dick Gregory, the come
dian. regarding an asser
tion that E. Howard Hunt

g Found
Jr., a figure in the Water
gate case, had been seircd 
near the Kennedy assassi
nation site within minutes 
of the shooting in Dallas.

Gregory submitted to the 
commission photos pur
porting to show that Hunt 
and Frank Sturgis, another 
figure in the Watergate 
cast, were picked up by 
Dallas police and jailed.

Hunt dented the allega- f 
tion in testimony before tne' • 
commission.

Behn declined to catalog 
all the evidence regarding 
Gregory's allegations but 
said that the commission 
would continue to accept 
any evidence that might be 
brought forth. He said, 
however, that nothing sa 
far had disputed the War
ren Commission conclu
sions.

AT 11IS press conference 
Thursday. Ford, who was a 
member of the Warren 
Commission- as a congress
man. said that he had seen 
no evidence that would con
tradict the Warren report, 
although he went on to note 
that the Rockefeller 
commission was investigat- 
Inc It.

Belin, who served as 
counsel to the Warren 
Commission, later wrote a 
book, entitled "You Are the 
Jury," which detailed how 
the commission had reach
ed its conclusion. He said 
that after he completes his 
present assignment on the 
Rockefeller commission, he 
hopes to be able to discuss 
the Kennedy assassination 
allegations more fully.



Rockefeller Jut. conlirmcd 
that (he •While House 
commission inicstigatir; 
illegal domestic activities oi 
the CIA is tnirg to find cut 
if the ogenev had any con
cretion with the eisioinn- 
lion cl the late President 
John F. Kennedy.

Bet Rockefeller told re
porter* Vtc. the IJth ses- 
tion cl the blue ribbon 
commission, which he 
heads, that there i* co 
thought of re-examining the 
assassination.

Rockefeller explained 
that the commission man
date required it to investi
gate any illegal operations

u... ^x\..- X-P oCerscis 
3** A*' 'JlC"* .If .t (^if 
Xgavx <,r^ h *■' \k-rve u 
C-xvi.-tU nit trite ".u 
ata C \ L^wieda' or par-

y vk» IoRt mhc-Tcd the 
crci";sc\n has co estdeitoe 
o-«-.tn tv the b.-fc-< of 
the Wimrn Commission, 
which twix'rJ that l.ce 
Harvey Oswald was nctim 
ri'v »'en be fatally 
tt ecneed the president in 
Ihlas oa Nov. di htJ.

HOWEVER, there are re- 
pxt.t that the commisston is 
catsxfiht former CIA per- 
smxl lhxit knowledge the

Viuen and the-.s-.. ic oe. J 
has.- been rcc.-cca hr 
lutcli.gcnee ngc.ics ,ts a 
ds lector.

It is also kiv.sn that CIA 
operatives in Mexico were 
aware of Oswald’s move- 
ments there rnet to the 
assassination warn be went 
to Iwh the Cuban and Sm
et Embassies in an attempt 
to obtain permission to 
enter those aw.ines

Rockefeller w as pressed 
closely on the assassination 
aspect of its investigation 
and insisted the mxneate of 
the commission was un-

nri ;: Ites were never suc
cess:.: v earned out.

VESTER? VTS leading 
witness .it the closed-door 
b-m-t of the commission 
was Ji-xcmv b'undy. nr 
re.-.ai security adviser term 
lol to K-s to Presidents 
Sc-.mtv and Johnson and 
new president of the Ford 
Fov.-rtcata.m.

■ Whale Bundy was tn 
charge v-f rjtwcul security 
and intelligence matters at 
the White House, a number 
of trp'tted plots, txissipsy 
iravShSit the CIA. were dis-' 
cussed, involving Gen. Ra
fael Thtiiila of the Domira- 
can Republic. President 
Francois Duvalier of Hatti 
and Frane Minister Fidel 
Castro cf Cuba. Trujillo was 
assassinated in ISol and 
Duvalier died .of natural 
causes several years ago.

- Bundy refused to discus* 
his testimony with report
ers after the hearing. But 
he did declare he was t.« 
aware cf ar.y serious assas
sination talk white he was 
tu&val security adviser » 
the White House.



itum did

rev ch cd

i. (hi

the
m(c|«X'K.

was ur would be a threat to 
iTcMdcnt Kennedy.'*

The truth is. of course. (hat
the FBItdrdmy *nrtwnc.

p tMUL.IIy Mh» n the U^nm 
l enimi^Hm h^.ui la .xn' in

threatening note. which 
(*u.*id delivered to the FBI

before shooting President 
John F. Kennedy tn 
November. HHU. The note 
threatened In blow up Uh' FBI 
oHm-c and Dallas pohee 
iN-udqiurterx if I lusty didn't 
stop bothering his wife.

I he FBI should have

Ilt.il Oswald. a mislit who had 
llmlcu^l Mt’kive. Mas in

< hl ( M <! hl* WlltTMlVUli 
during the prusKhtUud Visit 
This ought have saved 
Fn-Mdcnt Kennedy's hfr

U lien Ui** EKI learned that a 
w>|xv| named Lev Harvey 
O-.uald h<ul Ixxti picked up.

Gurd<ni Shankhn. that Ive bad

The Incident pawed, 
however, without any million 
of the threatening letter. 
Hasty uko confiiFd Io a friend 
on Uk* Dallas puhvc force. U. 
Jack Kcvilt, that the FBI had 
a hie on Oswald Kev ill 
repeated theconvenatu.n in a 
superior who ordered him to 
put it in writing.

"Special Agent Hpsty 
related to this officer..." 
Kcvill wrote, "that the 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation was aware of (he 
subject (Oswald) and that 
tiny kid information that this
subject capable of
iviiHin!ii(ig tbc assassination 
el Pro-ahut Kennedy.4

Hoover was furious when lie 
learned of HoMy's loose talk. 
According to confidential 
nWvs taken at tic tune, the 
p.ruded FBI chief complained 
that HoMy had "diarrhea of 
word.*." But the old man, 
nevertheless, sought to cover 

’tip (lie FBI's embarrassment.
(hi Dec. ZJ. Pao::, the HH 

gave Uw Warren CotnnixMon a

purported Io lx* a lull account 
of the EBI'* contact* with 
Oswald. TfH' ti*t contact, he 
retried. had tern on Aug. to. 
IWm. "Wc did not interview 
Oswald in Dallas. Tew. or hi 
Irving. Texas, print to the 
assassination of President 
Kennedy.*’ Hoover added.

Interestingly, ho umxI Ilie 
word "our" to describe (be 
hut contact with Ilie EBI. But 
on Erb. 6. in a sworn affidavit. 
Hoover changed the wording 
In a curious way. He swore 
that Oswald had no contact 
with FBI "agents’* a'tcr Aug. 
10. 1**3.

It Is now know n, of course, 
that Oswald appeared at the 
FBI office in Dallas a few days 
before the assassination. At 
that time. Just as Hoover said, 
he did not speak with any FBI 
"/•gents.'’ But he s|x>ke with 
an FBI receptionist, who 
fiasxcd on his threatening note 
to the agents.

It is impi^hiblc to know 
whether the late FBI chief 
subtly switched the word 
"our" to "agentx’* in order to 
hide his knowledge of 
Oswald's violent threat.

dramatic evidence less than a 
week belote (he Assassination 
that Oswald was violence* 
prone.

On April 24. the Dallas 
Morning News reported HoMy 
bad Odd the Dallas police 
lieutenant. Jack Rcvdl that 
the FBI knew Oswald was 
’’capable" of assassinating 
IhclTrMdrnL

Hoover Immediately sent 
word to the Warren Com
mission (hat the story was 
"false** and followed up three 
days later with a personal 
letter delivered by courier.

'•Special Agent Hcsly 
unequivocally denies ever 
hiving made (hr statement as 
quoted in this article..." 
declared the FBI director.

"Spcci.il Agent Ik«y points 
out (hat prior to the 
assiiNsinatkin of President 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy, he 
never had any information 
Indicating potential violence 
on the part of Lee Harvey 
Oswald."

There’s more to Hoover's 
great cover-up. which we ll 
rc|wrl in a future column.



3 J £ K base: . \. The Demons Are AU in Our Minas \■
'l.ivini with these slight umbi 
nn impossible burden for a

as compared with the 
demanded by the critics’

Unities should not prove 
citizen to cum’ through life 
manifest impossibilities 
version of the shoot inii.*

.Vr ■■•i ^ysarv. The Bermuda' 
■;:■, ■ ■ ^t rv.r.g vtuger faithful 

'■ ./n. in-^ a new ip. tiei of
I . • r'.'.utt imvir (7l-rfi<n-

- - - -'--i I hi'Cil!,^ n, ihrjlt Volet, 
li r ; .,■.,’)..« Vnwi mils with the 
ri-.o-’» » ,<?!■.«• and ihll nirnaring, 
,'o<. ."■., .,,...■ in lin'M' movin'; mxiiu 
i , >« ')i.,t we lire Mrr'.unt.'e(l by 
rn'o'orm.ijy tornplrx and tiniMgr 
'"i ■ ■ /.i-OHnwal arid resignation 

<,"> r* d ;i> appropriate re^insev
I : - < .-■•.rnary explanation it that 

a ■ • i'. emtior.s cor.cerning Water* 
. • V. \ r •: am, the CIA and EBI. Ct 
• i ha. v urj'vd and perhaps justify 
;! ■ : r<' ■'. ■.: rr,.».d of distrust and'that 
tr:"A>h<'o .Ind reeftude on high 
u : di‘p?l it Hou us er, close
> > ■■ .* •'. m of the cu'.tural srer.e re- 

this is only part rd the 
■ •: ".'.-I and perhaps riot the most
. ■ p -a-t p.,r 1 btbvve we are deal

ing with habits of mind in the very 
center of our life and times which 
positively revel in mystification, 
whirh do not wish to know the truth 
and perhaps could not recognize it if 
they saw it

Jz-t me illustrate by reciting some 
of the facts in dispute with regard to 
the assassination of President Kenne
dy. I offer them not to dispose of the 
rr/itcry which attaches (to me there 
is no mystery, the truth being quite 
clear) but as an example of how 
powerful feelings of distrust arise 
and breed upon themselves, power
fully resisting any efforts to dispel 
them.

|In his Commentary article. Cohen 
analyzes and dismisses arguments 
for a second assassin of President 
Kennedy. He reviews the findings of 
five doctors empaneled by Atty. Gen. 
Ramsey Clark to study the autopsy

materials aid the reports of nine doc
tors "ho hve seen the X-rays and 
photograph of Resident Kennedy. 
Cohen ar .Pcs '.hat the Warren Com- 
mission fadings have been compe
tently revi.wed and confirmed.]

It is impossible to soothe every 
doubt generated hy this veritable 
religion >'f suspicion, but let me try to 
deal with two lines of argument 
which fors.'-mc indicate there must 
Ik lire betnd all the smoke. One con
cerns the timing of the shot which 
struck Go. (.'-nrialfy, and the other 
iimetni >e famous build, exhibit 
yr>

By now air agree that the singfe- 
aoaoin tir.ry ri-quircT that one bul
let strike Kennedy high in the back, 
exit from hn throat, and then hit 
Gov. ConW.ly, causing al! of his five 
wounds at.l broken hones: (I) an 
entry woc-.d in the back near the 
right arar.;; (.’la shattered fifth rib 
and at. ew wound below the right 
r.ippie and 3 degrees below the back 
wound; (Jian entry wound on the 
knuckle side of the right wrist about 
two ir.chei up from the wrist joint 
and a broken wr.st bone; (4) an exit 
wound on the palm side three-fourths 
of an inch above the wrist crease;

'rhcWjshin&in Stir 
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and (5) a shallow puncture of (he left 
thrdi ah/nit 5 inches A^tvc the knee.

Connally w.'n y .ifd f(n Du* jump- 
sea? directly in (rant andAlir.Hly tn 
the left of Kennedy; it is difficult to 
nee hob a bullet exiting from the 
prcMdcn! '; thma! could mm him 
(which is one reason Die first-genera- 
lion critics strove sc mightily to kt? 
that build from coming through). If 
the bullet dM miss Connally, it could 
not have missed the interior of the 
open car. and the .absence ofany 
damage to the car caused by a high
speed bullet, barely slowed by its 
passage through the president's 
neck, argues strongly that the bullet 
in fact struck CnrnaHy. The car was 
thoroughly examined by the FBI

within -P. hotm f.f the aun^maii'in;
<»n<* doubts fh.it the H'd covered up 
evident e of bullet damage, not be 
f.iir.r that wtuy is uo apAhle of fib- 
hint; hut because the MH could red 
have known what hen tn tell that 
early. Jr seems kiri^l to conclude 
lh.it the bullet struck G»r.r;M!’/ in the 
back and precisely in the place he 
was actually hit.'

The ambiguity fastened on by the 
critics arises because the famous 
Zapruder film of the motorcade 
seems to show Connally being hit 
well .'iftcr Kennedy but too s<>cn .■/ter 
to allow for the possibility that he 
was struck by a second shn: from the

See DISTRUST. H-4

>y Do They Hide
the Evidence?

is accurate) Secondly.

HHIy that the bullet

.'^ hit Connally where

'i Uight* oil ihr diq»oU' 
i»» t'Mio# ID- tingle Duh 

.nd Ho/rod dwells on ir- 
and ambiguities which

vA wrist was only tn position 
. c i-s wounds at an earlier 

:jn Connally or many critics .

*. . . lie lies about the most 
basic facts and deliberately 

vjpprcsMS information 
destructive of his position.’

0HPHANT
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.Mr Cchrn makes a fuss about how 
much metal is missing from Bullet 
.w, an academic point at best. The 
M.^'ikjr? observation is that JW is 
I.-’ unmuiihncd to have been the 
r '.rru'js vinulc bullet; c\en Mr. 
C'-m i* errs!!ameJ to admit the 
I..J' imp: TxibiMv of the oft ictal case 
<.n rhi^ pnirt This admission, how- 
cm'?. rm that type nf practice 

n <<:c£e profes^rs arc taucht 
r ??jCice as scholarship, for .Mr. 
( ^■•.'•'Air-Sy dweses h:s read-
। > .i^'ct v«hab.^ is actually requir- 
iw r.) hut c d're if the pjvcmmenfs

»s to Mar.d
ms hc^n u/.h, Mr. Cchcn is silent 

.-I*-' jt the metal fragments in Prcsi- 
d»-m Remedy's neck. This is no 

r. sin.c the autopsy doctors 
ih' -m.civex mure there was no metal 
r? v.r v Mr Cohen himself, in his 
K”? article, strongly implied 
th.4 'he thr.-n ri a lront.il hit to the 
-mx xs. be bo. Me red if the X ravs 
u?.: j.vCv uxeakJ any traces of 

there
I xperts. uh> have examined the 

t’Sutox and X-rays, have said 
r ■ 'M' X r.n - J > rc\ eM metal frag- 

• 3 the neck These fragments
bet n n'ca>ured as 4 millimeters 

:u • xb:mi'teru respectively It 
; r< n* that Bullet- 3^9 never 

prM.f!.:!, J its bad base m a hard sun 
Cue >n the neck, and thus, if it left 
('au-cJx there at Ml. it had to have 

. .’.vx-J them fmm its copper jacket, 
h. b t 5^s jacks: is completely in- 

r । fragments arc missing. 
1u hen Mr C-lien hides the neck 
'.r , -a ‘.*x he demes ho readers cvi- 
\d C...t the sc-c'c ballet theory he 

onnut tv true This, it 
. • be noted. **- the same theory 

.' a Mr CMu n admitx ;S "mdnpcn* 
'•CM* i.' the conclusion that there was

Then, Mr Cohen makes no refer' 
tr.c to the abundant testimony by 
C-r.i/.y’s doctors that his .wrist

See FLAWS. ILS

OttUAMMIHH^^

By David Bruaten

This was surmised to be the week 
when men all over the United States 
began quaking :n their toots, biting 
their fingernails and otherwise 
exhibiting all the symptoms of ma 
rhtsmobrought to its knees.

This was to be the week when 
women's hberationists bared their 
claws and showed the male chau
vinist establishment just how reck
less they are when they giggle at 
The Movement.

On Wednesday, according tn the 
scenano fantasized by the National 
Organization for Women, every 
true-blue sister in the nation is sup
posed to down tools in a 14-hour 
demonstration of the chaos that will 
result without the feminine touch in 
our national life.

Housewives arc to put down their 
brooms and floor mops (after first 
picking off the cobwebs, presum
ably >; working women are to stay 
away from the office and factory on

DiuJ Rnu.-rn is a sm.Y .inter 
for The Washington Star

grounds of principle (instead of 
phoning in sick); women of alt per
suasions arc to refrain from buying 
anything (even with the rlj man's 
credit card) and wives and mis
tresses arc to withhold their excel- 
leice, Lysistrata-style. in the name 
oSequality (as opposed to the stand
ard headache).

The result, as NOW sees it. will 
1; a total mess, demonstrating the 
; wesome power of the Little 
' .'oman Industry will grind to a 
> alt. government will cease to func- 
t on. starvation and sloth will over- 
i 'me the nation's households, and 
i en—the filthy animals—will be 
C iwn mad by unfulfilled desire.

Women, in short, will at last be

MOWWW
M betwr lor IV

FoniJnately for us all, a couple of 
funny things happened on the way 
oct of the harem.

The first was a response to 
NOW’s same plan by Ella Grasso of 
Onntoticut, the first woman to to 
c'.c.-ted governor of a state in her 
own right Coolly unfared by NOW'S 
sf.nll feminist threats, the doughty 
gwembss not only announced that 
she hcticlf would to at her desk as 
u-'.-jl <-n Wednesday, but added that 
she expects women members of her 
gubernatorial staff will find the 
NW.V boycott ”a luxury they can't 
afford” Not since the Godfather 
rr-to .Tn offer that couldn't to re- 
fused has there been such a thinly- 
veiled hint from someone in author- 
;tv.

Mrs. Grasso's unfeminist reac
tion triggered a not unexpected ad 
frr t.in blast from NOW: "l.’nfor- 
tun.'tely this attitude is typical of 
her i-iA of understanding of femin- 
ism .nijl its objectives," an official 
NOW statement hissed. Meow’

Even more damaging to the lib- 
tors' cause was the result of a simi
lar women's strike that actually 
ti^ik place in Iceland last Friday. 
The thing that made it so damaging, 
as meri the world over will to quick 
io r?'tei is that the strike was a sec- 
cvs-rul one. "Almost too per cent 
effective.” crowed one deluded Ice
landic htora'ionist.

CcrAider the results, dutifully 
chronicled by reporters in Reyk- 
jasA: ,
® Telephone service all but shut 
down for lack of operators.
o Newspapers failed to publish to- 
e.uvc all the Icelandic typesetters 
are women.
• Theaters closed, absent chorus 
girls, ingenues and leading ladies.
• Schools and day nurseries folded.

Or. the other hand:
• Restaurants were able to cater to 
drastically reduced patronage when

owners and maitre d’s filled in for 
striking waitresses.
• Banks managed to stay open (or 
business.
* An estimated ?.W0 of Iceland's 
to.0’0 women gathered for a rally in 
Reykjavik's central square
O Two of the parliament's three 
women members boycotted debates 
and committee meetings

Implicit in the reports from Ice
land. altot not speci'cally stated, 
were the fi-llowing results of the 
successful strike.
• An idvl'.v; peace settled over at 
least N.IW of the male population 
of Iceland
• No jangling telephones disturbed 
late sleepers
O No waiting in line at the teller's

window behind a woman who wants 
to know why her last month's trans
actions failed to balance
O No "Why don't you ever take me 
anywhere ’" guilt feelings.
0 No "Don't you think you've had 
enough’" accompaniment to a 
quiet, dignified, efficiently served 
dinner out (or a nutritious can of 
beans in front of the old television

• No worries about spilling beer sir 
cigar ashes on the living room rug.

And. perhaps best of .'ll, every 
dirtv dish, every soiled diaper, 
every runny nose, every unmade 
tod was still there when the strike 
was over.

So go, girls, go1 Let's make 
Wednesday a day to remember.

J)W1N M. YODER JR.; Reality Scoffs at the Dismal Science
■■ 'v-lv r <,-r appt'>',>■■. or not of the 
I .Square peep shows or of the 

• c-.b ;■: .du'.d erects r.'.d skyscraper 
<■::>.<■ l-uildmgs. The mythical rco 

man so tssriilii) to textbook 
tto tv would only ask, presumably, 
vlTtur a Now York default would 
• -i n.” !y disrupt the national econo- 
■::•• and. if so, what practical neps 
'.to- pei.l.migU warrant. Instead we 
>i:or a.-i crtriiv.” in spavined meta- 
; !>-,■•■ — t'i "bad leal" the city or let it 
■ tip down the drain”?

i to- spectacle cal's to mind the' 
."ry that Bernard Baruch, asked to 
name ’to toil r«rk on the stock mar- 
)-1. u'rl ( harb-s Ma< kay's 19th Cen- 
ti.rv da - I . .'.Jt-rnoirs of Extraordi’

cal prestidigitation in France, -ire 
gers-rivally grouped with the Renais
sance witch craze and the Dutch 
tulipmania.

The stock market, Mr. Hanich was 
Raving, partakes of "popular delu
sions and the madness of crowds," 

•and to docs the debate over New 
York. And the more one ponders this 
curious situation, the more one is in
clined to view it as a rebuke to flic 
pretensions of scientific economics.

And this rebuke stems, as many re
bukes do. from a lengthy record of 
immodesty. Within the last century 
or so. professional students of the dis

mal science of the marketplace dis- 
carded the modest label "political 
rennin" for the crisp but mislead
ing libel "economics."

Tie distinction is interesting Po
litical economists never bothered to 
deny or conceal bias; economists — 
many of them — pretend to have 
none They suggest that neutral 
“laws" of the marketplace can to 
dissevered. and that every rational 
person must then acknowledge their 
force. This imposture has a long 
history. Karl Marx, after many years 
in tic British Museum, proclaimed 
an "iron law of wages" that must 
inevitably pauperize laborers in a

capitalist system. It was a striking 
law. But reality inconvi nu-ntly s-.of- 
fed at it. Then, there w,is S.iv's law, 
beloved if classic,il economics, 
which held that no shortage of pur
chasing power could occur in an 
economy left to its own sell'correct
ing devices. The worldwide depres
sion of the 19.Ws decisively -repealed 
Mr. Say's law. And in 19,16 John May
nard Keynes demonstrated in his 
General Theory ot I'.rnpl/iyment 
Money and Interest why it had not 
worked. It was Keynes, incidentally, 
who said — the words should be read 
as a kind of cautionary incantation 
over every assemblage of economists 
— that "practical men. who Mii-ve

Small wonder that ordinary peopl< 
react wilh skepticism to the png-la 
motions-of economists and cling t» 
homi ly analogies. They merely no 
tice I hat even the most confidently 
asserted designs and prescriptions nt 
economists bear tell talc marks ol 
human preference -— and human 
■fallibility.

By these lights, the cuipiuj ilt’-.yu 
over New York (ity loves some of its 
strangeness. "Economic" decisions 
arc no more value-free thin the 
everyday choices that m-m of us 
make privately about our live-- In 
that sense the belief that "financial 
integrity (is) a thing very ’ike vir 
((duty has a Ccr’am rude vabdi-v -■*
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Grtc^l c'.ir-:.-v trine ihc ulca (h.n 
.cc Haney e.V.M .Rd not jloac av 
.w.i.Ke [':<" Jen John I . Kennedy, 
laving tG'ek-J to New Orleans Dallas. 
V,-»hmc;.'i j:-J elsewhere to iniolojtc 
his horror, ail I can say is Iiokas, hokey 
lokum.

Communists worldwide conform to 
he Soviet party line that President Kcn- 
tedy’s assassination was a Fascist plot. 
Oswald, in turn, as in a New Orleans 
adio debate after returning from'Russia 
tefore the assassination, omitted ever 
laving been in the USSR.

But Oswald himself was proud 
of his Communist record, a pride 
that continued to the horror-moment 
end in Dallas, this Is documented 
not by opinion, not by debatable tes
timony. not by deductions, but by 
Oswald himself.

Moreover. • the revived questioning 
builds up the cs’ntrived idea that Oswald 
*as not only net alone, but that Oswald 
timself was some kind ofcrackpot.’’'

Again, hekus. hokey, hokum.
U. S. Postal Inspector Harry D. 

Holmes’ words to me in Dallas sum- 
narize all statements to me through 
try investigation: "In Oswald's talks 
with me. I found that he had a disciplined 
mind and disciplined reflexes. He unhes- 
tatingly answered questions he wanted 
o answer, skillfully parried the others, 
tnd lied instantly whenever cornered."

Oh, no. Oswald was never just some 
‘crackpot“,wandcring around the Soviet 
Union for some two and a half years. 
That is, on the record, impossible.

Prior to assassinating President Kcn- 
icdy, Oswald had gone to .Mexico City. 
3y his own written declarations (Scp- 
■.ember 2'1 at Castro’s Mexico City 
imbassy, his memorandum to "Comrad 
Kostin" at the Soviet limbassy there, 
known to our CIA (real name Valeriy 
Vladimirovich Kostikov) as a KGB 
;py. Oswild’s letters to the Soviet 
Washington embassy as late as Nov. 9, 
1963. the forgeries found and innu
merable incriminating documents in Os
wald’s own handwriting, he was a drilled. 
JedicatcJ. obedient, cool and canny 
Communist.

Oswald was protected by Moscow’s 
identity dec_mc.it (No JH4(’9) iiiarh 
gave him the ran of the Soviet Union.

He v.s •mA-edijt.-iy ven a certificate 
to —e I (';•::! :,1. I - -1) l'u"im wd; 
Mar.-: NAo! nona i’ru-.tma. about 
whom I wrote in ,i pic.ors article.

She made her home nth her uncle. 
KGB Co! Nicolay Aksenov, a high-rank
ing secret police official. He was gtsen 
the extraordinary money-and-privilcge 
advantages I have described.

Oswald's preferential treatjnent is un
deniable and so is his devotion to the 
Communist cause and its personnel up 
to the very moment he died.

President Kennedy was assassinated

lee Hj»rwv Oswald /shown above in custody) booed to floe to Cuba following the slaying 
of th* President where the dedicated Marxist could Iwo out his years as a resident hero.

Nov. 22, 1963. Postmarked Dallas, 
November I. Oswald wrote a letter to 
the New York headquarters of the Com
munist Party. U S.A. In it he reported 
his return to Dalias. Headquarters 
executive Arnold S. Johnson claims 
that this "information " wav not re
ceived caul after the November 22 as
sassination.

Johnson blandly passes over the date 
difference as if it means nothing.

Oswald also wrote in longhand an 
undated letter to his wife before the 
assassination. Dallas Regional. FBI 
Chief J. Gordon Shanklin found it sr- 
crctcd in Liquid's personal effects at 
Oswald's temporary hole-m at 1026 
North Seek Icy Avenue. Dalias, a 
room.ng bo_»e where U><ld lived uhoer 
the alias O H. Lee.

OwuM’s 1.11.1. which Slunkiii, 
showed me. includes: ’’. . .Certain of 
my documents me in (lie small blue 
..slice.... Ilie embassy (i.e., 
Ca'tro’s .Mexico City embassy] will 
come quickly to your assistance on 
Icarninit cu-ry thing.__ We also 
line friends here.’’

Oswald wrote this in Russian. He 
enclosed the key to a post office mailbox 
under his H. O. Lee alias al Dallas* 
Ervay Street Substation.

The true key to Oswald’s thinking in

assassinating President Kennedy is 
Fidel Castro.

Wife Marina, trapped by her own in
consistencies, finally told Shanklin that 
Oswald" had laid plans to reach Cuba and 
had prepared the way by going (Sep
tember 25) to Castro's Mexico City 
embassy.

On September St CastrcThad castigated 
President Kennedy over Radio Havana 
as "my enemy" and concluded "if the 
United States can deal in assassination, 
so can we."

Oswald believed that if he killed our 
President he would be an inside hero 
in Castro's Havana—ar.d a hero for th: 
first lime in his life.



CT t 
I. i a 4

11 0

r;

U l

I he ruling British labour Party has 
recently protested the prc'Cme of W 
arinlv of tie Central Intelligence Afersy, 

i ma-.qucradiny; as attaches, or the Acicri- 
■can embassy in London Agents by th. 
hundreds base poured ytto Portugal and 
the Near fast as a result of the increasing 
tensions bclsvecn the governments in 
those areas and the shapers of U.S. 
’orcign policy.

’The cooperation between the CIA and 
the State Department ssas dramatically 
underscored by Richard Helms'appoint
ment to an ambassadorship in (of all 
places) Iran. Helms ssas director of the 
spy agency during its “dirty" period—' 
I966-7J. Mcansshrle. the U.S. ambassa
dor to Italy ssas formerly envoy loGreece 
where he developed a “special relation
ship" with the colonels who sscrc ousted 
last year. And T’ortugal got the former 
U.S. ambassador to Chile ssho helped 
engineer the overthrow of Allende.

Since Watergate popped the lid off the 
CIA, creatures have slithered forth from 
its depths such as normally surface only in 
the pages of a John Lc Caret novel 
Lonely, wandering travel writers, em
ployed by the very real Fodor's Travel 
Guides Inc., turn out to be secret agents

neb- d ir. d 
hear fruit. p 
ami th.-'w

Douxlis O

Of

r.. J direct ass^i iu-ms1 
elxii Is.vicfdkr. C. 1 
and General Lyman:

multiruillicii di'll.ir

tn a sunken Russian submarine

operatives dix-
cewtw! to base negotiated “contracts" 
urn Malia hit men to eliminate “totali- 
rerun" leaders (Castro), in return the 
CI X performs favors such as spying on 
si.-.xr Plnltis McGuire for her then- 
tvytriend and Chicago racket chief. Sam 
Giircau. Leading journalists (the syndi-i 
catid columnist Tom Braden. AVw 
Ry.iyc publisher Robert J. Myers. 
.'frfa.WfAw Bulletin editor George 
r.eijrv. etc.) are linked to the CIA and ■ 
Mexican presidents (Diac Ordaz. I.6pez' 
Mateos and feheverria) ate rescaled as 
b;,VXsct collaborators of the U.S. spy

Lemmlrcr. ,ln addition to Dillon and; 
Rockefeller himself, two other panel! 
members also base direct.connections J 
with RsKkciciicr interests—John T.: 
Connor, chairman of Allied Chemical i 
Corporation (and one-time fund raiser to I 
buy bock Cuban counterrevolutionaries | 
taken prisoner in the abortive Bay of Pigs j 
invasion!. and Lane Kirkland, secretary-1 
treasurer of the AFL-CIO and member of ■ 
the board of the Rockefeller foundation, i

Both the Rockefeller group and the 1 
Meanyite AFL-CIO bureaucracy have« 
long-staading and intimate connections' 
with the CIA in the fight against Com
munism, especially in Latin America 
(eg.. Chile). The CIA responded to 
Meany's kindness by illegally opening his 
mail, suspecting him of mismanaging

The still-unresolved assassination ol. 
Jobs Kennedy isalso among thecontents 
of this Pandora's box. The 8 March A'ewj 
T.s-L jiH« reports disputed photogra-l

Wa 
Fra
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cxtdcncc that some contend places 
trgate burglars H. Howard Hunt and 
v Sturgis on the grassy knoll near' 
xjy\ limousine nt the time of the 
assassination. Hunt was then a’

cUrdestinc CIA operative and head of 
the Mexican Cl.-Vstation at the time Lee 
Harvey Oswald visited there. Sturgis is 
knew.a to have worked for the agency '. 
c:n.\t the Bav of Pigs invasion. The men ’ 
in the photo had been placed under arrest i

CJeorly. whether or not the latter :

Other members of thiscotti^ission ate : 
Ronald Reagan; ex-U.S. Solicitor Genet- i 
al and suspected Watergate perjurer. I 
firwin Griswold; and finally the as yet J 
innocuous ex-University of Virginia i 
president. Fdgar F. Shannon. •

In reality the President has little taste ' 
for an export of the CIA. He and ' 
Rockefeller have both indicated a: 
Watergate-like reluctance to cooperate ’ 
with the newly-formed Senate Select' 
Committee on lntelliget.ee which will; 
"independently" investigate the CIA and 
FBI. |

Rocky, who is reportedly worried lest i 
the authority (!) of the presidency be • 
destroyed by the Senate hearings, previ-. 
ously announced that he anticipated his 
commission would deliver the ho-hum' 
finding that “the Central Intelligence 
Agency had violated its chapter by 
undertaking activities within the United
States" (.Vt-w )Uza Times, 21 January). 
Later hr told reporters that the commis-. 
sion would only deil with "apparent 
violation;.) of the statutes, relating to- 
domestic activities." However, the Kutch
er ol Attica was mum when axkcJ if 
executing lorcign leaders qualified as a 
"ih—i—tie x h-l.-rion."

tiigi'giiJil



The CIA and the Man Who Was Not Oswald

be k R

os* n o
r.^’, (he Gntril Intril^c-.e \i?\y 
vent the following teletv re rr.CN.vife to 
the Federal Bureau of invest ^i: ton 
and (he Departments of State and the

a
vary ku the Warren 
c!?f. however oblique*

regarding poiMbl

Subject: Lee Henry OSWALD

I. On I October I9b3 a reliable 
and sensitive source in Mexico 
reported that an American mile, 
who identified himself as Lee 
OSWALD, contacted the Soviet 

’ Embassy in Mexico City inquiring 
whether the Embassy had received 
any news concerning a telegram 
which had been- sent to Washing-

that you forward to this office at 
wen as possible two copies of the 
most recent photograph you have 
of subject. We will forward them 
to our representative in Mexico, 

- who will attempt to determine if 
the Lee OSWALD in Mexico City 
and subject ar# the same indhid-

. ual*

Since Oswald hid served <a (he

In the :»ent> t;x volumes <>( published 
kMimosy and evidence supplementary 
to the Uimn Report, the Commisnoa 
printed the picture that was vhown to 
Mrs Oswald.’ T^e Warren Report 
contains a very' brief account of the 
incident.

According to the Report, the CIA 
had provided the FBI with a photo
graph of "a man who. it was tnought' 

at the time, might have been associated 
with Oswald.*'* The Report quoted an

ton. The American was described *. Marine Corps, which conies under the ^((,4^ *,y Richard Helms that “the
at approximately 35 yarj old. 
with in athletic build, about six 
feet tail, with a receding hairline.
2. It is believed thit OSWALD 
may be identical to Lee Henry 
OSWALD, born on IS October 
19.19 in New Orleans, (outturn. A 
former I' S. Maane who delected 
to the Soiict Union in October 
1959 and later made arrangement 
through (he United Suto Em
bassy in Moscow to return to the 
United SUtes with his Russian- 
born wife, Marina Nikolaevna 
Pushkova. and <he»r child.

administration of (he Navy, his person
nel records would have included his 
photograph.

What the Agency did not say in this 
cable is that it had in. its possession a 
photograph of the man who had 
apparently "identified himself" as Os
wald. The man in the CIA photo was 
not l ee Harvey Oswald; he was. just as

original photograph had been taken by 
the CIA outside of the United Stales 
sometime between July I. 1963 and 
November 22. 1963."*’

The Commission's explanation is 
both inaccurate and misleading. Hie 
implication that the CIA thought the
mastery man "ijw<uted with

the Agency's “reliable and 
source" had described hin>, 
cutely thirty-five years old. 
athletic build and a receding

sensitive 
approx:- 
with an 
hairline.

3. The information in paragraph 
one is being disseminated to sour 
repr sm: itives in .Mexico City. 
Any furthe* information received 
on ’.his subject will be furnished 
you. This information is being 
made available to the Immigration 
and Natural.atian Service.1

According to a memorandum by 
Helms, the CIA never received the 
Navy's pictures of Oswald -and only 
concluded after the assassination that 
two different people were involved? 
Meanwhile, the photograph was deliv- 
cred to the FBI on November 22, 
1963?

Oswald” only masks rhe true situation. 
On the basis of its own evidence, the 
Agency must have concluded either 
that the mystery man was imperson
ating Oswald or that an unlikely chain 
of errors had accidentally linked both 
the man in the photograph and the 
man who "contacted” the Soviet Em
bassy to Lee Harvey Oswald.

The truth was further obscured by 
the Report’s reference to the Helms 
affidavit, which described the circum
stances in which the mystery man was 

• photographed only in the most vague
he cun only guess at the contusion and. general terms.

Was the Lee

caused by the picture. The FBI needed 
no Navy photograph to establish that 
the mystery man was not Oswald-lee

The affidavit was
•4.** However, the

never mentioned in its
Re

according to Richard Helms, then chief 
of the Agency'* Clandestine Senses. 
In a March P>M memorandum to J.

in a third-llour office of tne DalM:

Rankin,

police hciJ-iiunc^. IL 
Spccit! Agent BsjJ^cH t 
dispHchcd with (he phot th-

• aph

ILL

that “OSWALD'S
fiver as 'll 
.•nd in pai.t;
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fcriner criph'yeev of (he CIA. (he 
Sect and (-dun tmbjmes, amor* 
other, in Mexico City, were under 
(XT^an! photographic urveiibnce if 
(he tune. It seems likely then (hat the 
man who. ja-ordinf Co (he CIA. 
“iJrnfil.cd hamelf at Lee Oswald" was 
phoUi^aph-d leaving the Mexico City 
embassy ot (he Soviet Union or of 
wme other communist country. 
The fust public hint that the 

tery man may have been impersonating 
Oswald came in 1966, with the publb 
cation of Edward by-€pst*ift‘-s-/fl' 
quest* a scholarly study of the Warren 
Commission.1 5 Epstein interviewed 
one of the Commission's legal staff 
who recalled (he incidentQlejwj he 
M^j'hd Raymond G. KoccJTB? 
^gencyTj liaison with the Commis
sion?6 about the photograph. The taw- 

*ycr later received word from the Agency 
(hat the mystery man was thought to be 
Oswald at the time the photograph was 
given Io the FBI. Why, he asked, did 
the Agency mistake someone so dis* 
similar in appearance for Lee Harvey 
Oswald? The CIA said they would 
check further and call him back. The 
lawyer told Epstein that (hey never 
called him back and tne Warren Report 
contains no explanation of the Agen
cy's mistake? 7

Another piece of the puzzle fell into 
place early in 1971, when the National 
Archives released ) previously classified 
memorandum about the mystery man 
from Richard Helms to the Commit 
sion’s general counsel. J. Lee Rank- 
in.1* Dated March 24, 1964. the 
memo informed Rankin;

On 22 and 23 November, im
mediately following the assasu- 
nation of President Kennedy, rhtee 
cabled reports were received from 
Id-ktedJ in Mexico City relative 
to photograph* of an unidentified 
m?n u ho visited th*: Cuban and 
Sos let 1 irh-!.^u> in that city dur- 
trig October and November 
1^,3...?'’

On the ba- x of these cables lldns 
.vent on t'» -ii. the GA hud sent 
.-cul reports U the Sr.^ct 5t;i..c 

\£<u,hvJ to tne Helms mcnuuanduin 
cere par.iph of these reports*1' 
I-.vo dealt with the mystery nun

I'uv'r fhe goM-rm cm y 
turned «..er the pho^T’-P* 
mctwJ.I and S::/ I hey 
lidte.l here lor the tus: l .me.

Th.- tv<> re*, u/rt. / 
m .n were taken at a J-’ . 
Tro i. (lie first picuiic. i:

ur:Je' *;h’d per^'i th- ;./•.: :•>
hnc v.v.ud the Cuban L-i^ .s.) .n 
tmdO.tuber IN< ir-hx; N. d. 4 
mjs brkewd at i\ time. r: jN be 
iJent*.jl with Lee Haney OS- 
WALD." . •

and.

Menage- to (he hela'i«< Re- 
search Staff. The Secret Service, 
delivered by hand on 2J Nxliir 
bcr 1963. at 1030 hours.

Cf\ Headquarters was informed 
(deleted) on 23 November that 
several photographs of a person 
known to frequent the Soviet- 
Embassy in Mexico City, and who 
might be identical with Lee Har
vey OSWALD, had been forwarded 
to Washington by the hand of a 
United Stales official returning to 
this country?1

Helms's covering memorandum af
firmed that “the subject of the photo
graphs mentioned in these reports is 
not Lee Harvey OSWALD-"7 *

Soe«/ photographs, then, of a 
mysterious stranger who kept being 
confused with Lee Harvey Oswald, and 
who had visited both (he Soviet and 
Cuban embassies. Was it the same 
mystery man whose picture had been 
shown (o Mrs. Oswald? Ur was it yet 
another Oswald Doppelganger?

Firm evidence of (he existence ot 
additional photographs of the unidenti
fied man mentioned tn the Warren 
Report was turned up by Robert 
Sniith. a private researcher. In 1972 
Smith, then research director for the 
Commission to Investigate Assassina
tions. was poring over some recently . 
declassified Warren Commission docu
ment* when he found reference to the 
mystery photo in.! rnv ci'-cr i-.VKt o/ 

••hr >j":e /»en.v;/4 Smith called his 
d-wovery to the attention of one or 
the authors. Berr.-rd i ejhu r'Acll, who 
inst-.luted a sw. under the H;ed-am id 
ir.kKnutjan ,\.t for relea** c’ the two

ar. J h ^ jt .: ,■<?; • • h-.* a
v. et. X* m the to.’ phAb-c’,:*n. (he 
bA^v.'Ji vt the tv.' . - 
hi? Nvi topped out. Uliorw' h*' 
was. be managed (u be ph«i‘>gfj;’.ir j, 
Arpr?-;!y by the Cl Vs bidder j.ir- 
vetUance cameras; on al least two 

parate occasions. And neither of the 
rw phetegraphs rev--!', any resem

blance between the mystery man and 
Lee Haney Oswald.

The Warren Commission concluded 
that Oswald had been in Mexico in late 
September and early October 1963. 
Records of Mexican Customs and |m- 
migration, bus Unes, and a Mexico City ''vlC 
hotel indicate (hat Oswald entered ^ 
Mexico at Nuevo Laredo on the US N; 
border on September 26. traveled by 
bus to Mexico City, arriving there the 
next morning, and returned to the 

nited States on October 3?* Passen
gers on (he bus to Mexico City 
remembered Oswald, but (here is al- 
mo>: no eyewitness testimony to «vp 
port the CuminivMon's rcconviiucuon 
cd Oswa’d's movements after he arrived 
:a tdit city/6 The Cummhuon’s find
ing in it Oswald made repeated vhit> to 
both the Soviet and Cuban embassies 
«>!> heavily upon Ihe affidavit of one 
witness, a Mexican woman who 
worked a! the Cuban Embassy.77

S;hra Tirado de Duran w.n sccre^ry 

to the Cuban Consul in Mexico City. 
In a sworn statement2* she g ive to the 
deputy director of Mexican Federal 
Security on November 23, 1963, she 
said that Oswald had visited the Cuban 
Embassy in late September to apply 
for a sisa to visit Cuba during a 
planned (ftp to (he Soviet Union. Mrs. 
Duran recalled a heated exchange b^ 
t*een Oswald and the Consul when 
the Cuban official told him hi* request 
co-/I not be glinted i::i*:»e-.lia(cl>. >‘.c 
rem-eiubercd inak’rg i ‘S.mt.u : 
phone x.J ia th.* Soviet hnb.’v.- M 
try to speed up action on Oviai! * 
application. Site identified thr He 
H:*.ey Oxwuh! who visited the Ci?

-j fmba>-y j> (hr accused ,ivi..ia u 
.-- rhotoararh appc.ireJ in the Me*
;S —A supers on November 23/ * 

Arpr:n(!y the
suf: dt.! nut numi.-.v Silui Ik 
but r-t.J relied vdHy <>n he;

' '3pntir.-



r- ,:rg cn r^ .: e

r 1 ‘J r .ut 4n t H.** .^ »<-■»*ain in
J he J; 1. the

quMs.'a whethc.* s' ’'f<-« * a* note- 
thek** try me (.’ i.-pciv'-ite him re
main* a crucial one

If vnmeonc posing at Oswald visited 

the Soviet and Cuban rntba^cj in the 
j early autumn of HoA what imphea* 
'.lions might be drawn from thiv Jis 
covccy* One obvious interpretation is 
that someone sought lo counterfeit a 
fresh connection between the man who 
was soon to become the accused 
presidential assassin and the govern* 
Clients of lho« two communist coun
tries. But it is not . necessary to' 
speculate further. If someone were 
trying to impersonate Oswald eight 
weeks before the assassination, the 
Warren Commission's theory of a lone 
assassin, unconnected with any con
spiracy. is seriously undermined and 
the case should be reopened.

There could be. uf course, an 
innocent explanation of how the CIA 
came to misidentify the mystery man 
as Lee Harvey Oswald; Oswald may 
actually have visited the Cuban and 
Soviet embassies. If ,this were the case, 
then somewhere in Che CL-Vs files 
there should be photographs of the 
real Lee Ibney Oswald departing from 
the Soviet and Cuban embassies in 
Mexico Cily. If those photographs 
exist, their publication would help to 
settle the question. If they don't, the 
CIA should now explain why not. tn 
either case, it should also disclose what 
it knows about the man it wrongly 
identified as Oswald on two separate 
occasions. It should explain why it 
believes that this man was not imper
sonating Oswald. All these matters 
should be clarified both by the CIA 
itself and by the congressional com
mittees that are about to investigate its
J.lmtm. J?",tiausi

b'eiu.u* l/MiMri her c.tc'h’pt.en 
b* •>• Vi.’^jn icthcnt.fj .nJ hU 
bee.*. jxvhibiteJ by her phyvuin . . . 
Ircr. dxvrjsurg the Oswald nutter 
lurthex.""’ Il this report n confer, 
the i.xretTOgation ol StSu Duran may 
hive \vn a more emotional interview 
than we -would conclude from the 
report ter*.irJed by the Mexican po 
lice. The repurl ft vet the impression 
th*t th police were routinely collect* 
mt vuocmation about Oswald's Mexi- 
cm tr^ for the American authorities. 
One question that inset is whether 
Duraa's statement was given volun- 
tardy, and. d not. whether her identi- 
fiuiKO of Oswald as the visitor to the 
embassy' is »jl:d.

The Uuren Commission may have 
omitted a lull exploration of this 
question because it had collateral, cvb 
de nee of Oswald's visit to the Cuban 
Embassy. There were’ for example. T 
Oswald's application for a Cuban visa, 
besrirx his photograph and signa* 
terr; 1 and a letter reportedly written 
by -Oswald to the Soviet Embassy in 
Washington, referring to his visit to the 
Cuban Embassy.'5 The address book 
found among Oswald's possessions., 

• moreover, contained Duran's name and 
telephone number. But the only cred* 
ib!e eyewitness testimony that Oswald 
in tact visited the embassy is the 
statement of Silvia Duran.

Uhm viewed in the light of the 
recency disclosed evidence suggesting 
that someone might have visited the 
embassy impersonating Oswald, the 
Commission's failure to settle com* 
pietely the question of the three 
misidentified photos seems extraor* 
dman. It is probable that the CIA did 
in fact supply an explanation of rhe 
photographs that was enough to satisfy 
the Commission at the time. If so. that 
exrhniJA'n remains a part ol the 
uik<;:ci Warier. Commission docu
ments available to (he public

co.:U r,.? cr.’riej a sudd k buy cv 
p’jr.ricident to r*c Cvm*



'Warrea Co*mi>ss'ii Document 431.; 
The NitKVul Archives, W.uhwtond 
DC. I

•llMJ. Her correct maiden name vb 
Prusakova. ,
^rr ’t */ ^^ President's iW^v.-h.'-’j 
on the AmtMJtw of President A/r i 
n^v (VS Government Printin'. Ollkr.
*1M). p. 1-54. (Hereafter. Report.') ' 
4Communion Document oJI, op dt.
*lbrf. ,
* Hearings $efe?e th? President's Corn- 
mission on :*e Ass<:sHn'StiOft of Pre sb 
dent Kenned- (VS Government Print
ing Office, 1^4), Vol. II, p. 469 
(hereafter, h'e^’i.zjcs).
’ibd.’ p. 4>S.

* Ibid.. Odem Exhibit !.
% Report^ p.

"/Z^-v ^'' H. P ^‘^

,'Co*' :vs’: Document I2S7, The 
.XjL ’.-.J Af.b:*r\ Washington. DC
1 ' IbM.

1 Vol. I I. j\ 4c0>

*'}*.?*'at J h' Epstein. bluest; fhe

hjrvr Corn-histten onJ Pre tstsMtsh* 
nc^: o' P*.^ (\ikmg, WmC ■
‘*M\ NC«4. deputy chief of the 
ClAS CountcrmtcU’r.encc Man, wj- 
or? cf tits* tea.’ u*ck>r Agen-) other.s 
who reined hd December m (he 
wake o! b't V v Kork f^nrA meh- 
lions Jo:nc.shc operations b>
the <1 Vs Cjrde'hne Semcei.

’’irsh'A tn^tt. p. 94
1’x'o^st^oa Document 674, The 
Natx'-ixl Archive*. Washington. DC.

I4lbd.

”lxi

:4i ce - x..^r. Ik'curk’nt Soo. the 
Xji or-. ^rch-.es, Washington. IH . pp.

Cuban, i he detective was show* erber 
photo- ot O^.tlJ and faded f » s!en 
t.S b”.. pJ th? ! UI seem* to k.er 
^ n^iuded wh mistaken
rus-ron (Vvumcnt 5 •<•). the W.trcn 
Rcoort does i\» v»he? ihe dcre«4’.»e i 
(••vh.TOttv b 'O.Jc.i’f i'l Oswald s vid. 
An'.the: 'x.if -»s wh3 chimed to have 
seen O-„.‘l jt the Cuban Embassy 
retracted ho testimony after failing to 
pas- a fo vgriyh examination iR+port, 
r. eosv

-..4x?n Document 7?fa. ihe 
ci .vchne^WKhvwton. PC.

2 4 IS J , r. 5.
?\x-v\':t Document %.', The 
Xitt .’ J A ?.;*ex Washington. DC. p. 

k

*1 .V.c^r.’: Commission Exhibit 2)64,

’: ?n Exhibit 15.
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;h? a:ent7
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on correspondent. 
.»w V. S smba**!- 
an. displayed Ins

strong resentment when hr 
emerged from 34 hours <>f 
private questioning by the

.ereUrr Commission,
which n invMtiuunn aliened 
domestic transgressions by (he
CIA.

CDS correspondent Daniel 
Schorr, "tn has broadcast nev- 
eral stories on CIA Involve* 
meat with axassinaUun plots, 
was waiting outside the hear* 
I:,; room with other reporters.

When Sc horr extended Mt 
hand. Helms brushed him 
2x.de and uttered several in- 
suits, “ten-vf .vbitch”. ' killer

;nahor.v
louse MJ*

P<K ole

nation •riel**
the

there had been any ihscuv: tCR,

, KHcduution and 
rcjIu'Rt | 
dental to reporters; 
:.\-r>'<inlv luk out?

that the CIA. 
uv vi$ considered 

assassination ah 
that the agency had

sior.s within the CIA <’f bunched an attempt that 
launching an assassination at iuas net succevdu!. such as the 
tempt Keims’ oblique reply j»c> tK* attempts to kill Cuban 
suj^estod that there had. ■ premie? Fidel Castro. |

* l don't know whether lj when reporters pressed Mm; 
stopped beatuK my wtfe "'“further Helms replied; • 
>ou .WCPAI boun: your. . , for-i 
wife.- Helm* snapped. Ini : .. .that was ever yovtmmmt, there are always . .... ......*~* oj everythin, bn,^^ W. 

-Of'a^inatton,-the rodent “ ’ W hon«l belief 
porter asked axam. !an<lM.-e;rUon. I

“Of everythin,; under thej Were there discussions of. 
sun*” Helms repeated emphat- i assignation? ‘
IC4|)V . this government div j

“You didn’t answer my quev/usscs every conceivable maV| 
tion" the reporter said. •<« J-r the ye«J "I ev"* 

, , . r "rmwltrvia: to answer ko.d ei witext. Helms pro-
yasdir.brtac rVeame as. q„i!iua.“ Helms re-‘tested. I ran t (or Ilie h(t of 

a few moments later, Helms me u.-4.rs:a-a wliy it u a
made it .’ear that he found P» Helma' third matter of ;reat Interest to thef
the. select of assassmatmns .,,..0 Kin.-esi appearance before' American public that two men

the sn^ht-member commission may'base sat in the State Del 
chaired bv Vice President partme.-.t or the Defense De-. 
Ilwkrleikr. He was also qm partment or somewhere and. 
Honed>n private fur two days dixnused things that may be I 
h>( week by the wmmij.'ion s unaavi’UbK to the American 
investigative suit. |vubhc»”



Ky JOSEPH VOLZ
IVailtir.eion, April VS (News KtitvatO — Eorafr CIA 

Director ihihanl JI. Hikns was euaiited fur hours Lx! ay 
by the Rocketel'ei Commission alv.tt charges that the spy 
■lecitey had cat rte I out assassinations' of foreign leaders. 
Afterward, the bitterly denounced a TV newsman who
bail reported the story.

"As far as K know." he MiJ. » CIA plo!

, < CCS, snow wav rrenjentfor the assass.natrnn of any for-.jav.^ sijJ the,; 6i . 
figs leader. That is my h?nMtjHc'm*?AiJ.
belief,** Helms, m*w U.S. smV»i-| Hems mU he had beenquitb 
wdor to Inin, spent 34 hours'^ °^ * wide rinse of subjects 
before th, commission, the ’" ^ Mt
. , , . . . . । e. However, the
before the commission, the kc-^cn stiff has had * chance to 
ot lime of any of the 44 wiM analyte Helma* preivaus tots-
nrwn whu have Vilified during' r,^*< 
the panel's l^wnk probe of the' ’^,’ 
aycncy. * ’

Helm. was followed to, the 
witness ehair by the present CIA 
director, William E. Colby.

que.iicn him lbw:

Sees False Reporting
CBS reporter Daniel Schorr of 
false reports concerning Cl A in* 
vclvcment in foreign asMsstaa 
Gons. It was Schorr who first 
reported that Presided Ford* 
was concerned that the CIA 
investigation would disclose that 
the spy agency had a role in the 
Assassination of three foreign 
leaders.

'’Killer Schorr! Killer Schorr!** 
Helms said loudly as he walked 
down the hallway with reporters, 
following his Appearance before 
the Rockefeller commission. .

Later, daring a press confer*] 
ence when Schorr asked a que«* 
tion on a subject unrelated to 
the assassinations. Helms would 
only reply: “I d«'n'c lake some »t 
the hrs you've been putting on 
the air.”

Bristles at Question •
Helms bristled when reporters, 

asked him if there had eve? been! 
docusaions in the C1A plotting} 
the assassinations of foreign* 
Jeadras. *

"That’s like asking ;r.r ;f I've 
•topped beattnx my wife,'* Helms 
Mil "Thera were a Iwa vs discus* 
•ions of everything. Two men 
tiny have sat in the State De* 
partraect or the Defense Dcpart- 
tuer.t and discussed things that 
may not be Acceptable to the 
American people. That happens 
all the time.**

licimi was asked to comment 
cn reports that former Fres.dvnt 
John<oa told several cot'eaguo* 
be believed the ajsasslr.ation cf 
John F. Kennedy was in rctahv
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Former CIA Director
Kich.ird Helms. who Im; 
Iwn c.il'cd repeatedly be- 
ferc invr .titrators to answer 
questions nn Watergate. al- 
L ged domestic spying by 
the CIA and possible plots 
to assassinate lorei^n lead
ers. exploded yesterday 
with a bitter denunciation 
of a newsman for reporting 
on the latter possibility.

Helms lashed out angrily 
in a meeting with reporters 
after an appearance of 
nearly three hours before 
the Rockefeller Commission 
— the longest appearance 
by any of the 41 witnesses 
who have testified during 
its Ihweek investigation of 
the foreign intelligence 
agency's role at home.

The target of Helms* 
venom was CBS reporter 
Daniel Schorr, who first re
ported that President Ford 
was concerned that the CIA 
investigation would reveal 
that the spy agency had n 
role in the assassination of 
at least three foreign lead
ers,

HELMS DENIED FLAT
LY, "as far as L know.'* 
that the CIA "was reponsi- 
ble for the assassination of 
any foreign leader.” It 
marked the first time a gov- 
emmentsofficial had ruled 
out CIA involvement in an 
assassination successfully 
carried out.

"Killer Schorr1 Killer

RICHARD HELMS 
Anger unmasked

Later during a news con- 
ferer.ee. when Scharf asked 
a question on a subject 
unrelated to the assassina
tions. Helms would only an- 
suer: "I don't like tome of 
the lies you've been putting 
on the air.

"I just want to say one 
thing. I don't know of any 
foreign leader that was 
ever assassinated by the 
CIA. That'.', my honest be
lief.”

Helms bristled when 
newsmen asked him if there 
had ever been discussions 
in the CIA plotting the 
n-isassinations of foreign 
leaders.

Schorr!" Helms said loudly
as he w alked down the ball- "THAT'S LIKE asking 
wav with reporters fellow- me if I've .'.topped bearing 
mg his appearance before my wife.” Helms said, 
the'commission. " f iiere were always discus

sions cf everythtng. Two 
mm may ha / - -.at in the 
State Drpirtmrnt t.r the 
Defense Department and 
ilacissnl times that may 
not he acceptable to the 
American po-jle. That hap
pens ail the time."

• Helms ref'r.rd to com
ment on reports that former 
President Lyndon H. John
son told several colleagues 
that he believed the assas
sination of President John 
F. Kennedy was in retalia
tion for a CfA plot aimed at. 
Cuban premier Fide) Cas-: 
tro. 1

"I don't know why Presi
dent Johnson said these 
things." Helms said.

Helms was director of the 
CIA from 1X6 to early 1973. 
Reports have charged that 
during the anti-war move
ment in the late F/As, the 
CIA was engaged i.t a mas
sive domestic spying pro- 
tpam. which is illegal under 
its charter.

Helms said his testimony 
"covered all kinds of sub
jects — Cuba. Vietnam — 
anything you can imagine."

He said he had spent two 
days preparing with the 
staff of the Rockefeller 
Commission and then ap
peared before the full panel 
"torn reaffirmation of what 
I covered with the staff."

He refused comment 
alxiiit the specific charges 
of domestic sp-/mg, saying: 
"let's wait until the 
cemmission has given its 
report. 'IheyTc conducted 
.an exhaustive investiga
tion." ,
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K:x.m.;.-: blocked i.'.uI Met, ai..... .' :!•.■ C! \ Hort 
to I-.',: w the Minkim lot. .1.1:1 ;nl> <11 liv i'ti :::.' i:id news
about a b-M collmon between the U.S. xulnn.uine 
Lime, Ma.li.mi arid :< Soviet sub ill the bartn Sea. 
Deii'ii'e official* wore ready to t ike .1 bow Sir the 
recovery e! the Hiini.111 sub; most accidents at sea aic 
routinely made public.

MRA3 TANKERS?
Washington is trying to 
head oti a new threat that 
could make another oil 
embargo even more pain
ful than the hut. The CIA 
has determined that oil- 
producing countries lire 
now going all-out to buy 
tankers idled by the 
world's glut of oil. Elect 
owners, who in the U.S. 
are hard-pressed even to 
find berthing space forun- 
used ships, aro eager to 
sell. To avoid the possibil
ity of both oil and tankers
in hostile hands, the Eord Administration is consider
ing new subsidies to the U.S. tanker industry to ensure 
that vessels would be available In another embargo. .

HOWARD HUGHES^ PROP.
Howard Hughes, the phantom billionaire, bus been. 
Riven a new coder name at the Suthrna Corp., the Los! 
Angeles firm that is his corporate alter ego. Surnmai 
executives refer to their sole owner, not by name, but' 
simply as “the stockholder."



Helms 1 er ms Hcivsnmn* Killer 
For Hint of hl ureters by Cd. A.

WAWIh’GTOX.A^RSflTHa^j'.i d.KU<-'.'H of every-
—Richard M. H-h:n. former
Director of Corin! •ntclhg'nce. n ts.’ Vile P;p.r.V.e:it er
denounced a ne^unan tnd,*y th* u Ove Itrp imuect ard
for reporting v'ur.iu Cut tec r.M^.rd C- r^i Cut ruy r,*t
Cfitfil |r.tch;:eace Agency
‘carried out the assasvinau^n

be acccpublj tu the A^?r:f4.i 
p^op^e. Iha Iu;p:r4 1U the 
lame.’*of foreign leaden.

Mr. Helms nude the corn-, 
menu to repotted after an 
appearance of imariy three 
hours before the Rockef*-»r. 

‘commiiuon—the lonneH ap-

Mr. Hd.m refused to com
ment 0.1 repeat that the hie 
Present Johaxm told several 
co.leagues that he believed the

’pcarance by anv of the 41 a>^\iiniLjn of President Ker.- 
witnesses who have teuiLfd-r.^y in 11)63 was in retaliation 
during its 16-week mvcstiga-tfor a C4 A. plot aimed at Pre- 
lion of the C.LA. Inner Pi del Castro of Cuba.

The target of Mr. Helms‘s[ "( don’t know wav. President 
attack was Daniel Schorr, the John son said these things.-Mr. 
C6S newsman, who tint tc-.He.rrs *ifd, 
parted that Pro.de.it Ford wad Prudes being accused of 
cc-cerH that the C.LA.... :.v!ph>t;;3* to kill «:• Cuban Pre- 
vesti’iLon wotrM reveal thUrr-v. th? CIA. ha* illegal!/ 
the agency h.td a role in tnj.tr.M in-.Z.^l in a p!o: to as- 
jssusc:at.o.i of at le-sl C'.rsj 'DCrau* rrc.vdir.t Francois 
forei^t leaden. jD^.jhcr cf Hoti and in tiu

•’K/Jer Schorr! Kiler S^'^'^j’.ji'.nr.icni of Rafael L. fra- 
Mr. Helms u.4 ’vudly as n-"i n> held of the Dwr.icn 
walked down tie lullway a-J cf Premier Pa-
reporters wr h:s aprvar;e‘:e’»r:-? Lumumba of the Ccr./o. 
betorc we r‘rcv.de.iii.-u r.o.rwiiu-i m- now the vnr.xl
<on that h h-vled by Vios <f r„, \T.W-!ort;)l'in was 
President Rocketeer. , l);.,.,:r „, CvntrH (nteuigcuu

Objects To ‘Lies* . |fr ;n I W« to rj7J.
In a news c-mference liter,! b^n w the il.?^<i 

when Schorr .wked a ctf^./^-^’niticns. toe Rockefeller 
Lon on 3 subject re-
to the alleged a‘.satsu*.ct;oas.;r-;:i t u.inr-; toe ait:war 
Mr. Helms uon!i only aiiv^t:.?'^^ b:* n^e:**n-

*‘1 like $onu of the !.es you’*c<> -'- ^ the CPA. was t\\:^ri 
been putting on the ar. I p'* '•'• 4 maaKh-e demesne spym? 

iwznt to my one tiling—I don't ths: is d.ejd under
knew of any foreign Had-.r — 
that v.-.li ever Ktsi^i.itd bvi *«r. Hel us srd bis testimony, 
tbr C f \ Trap’s try ho-cv***-^»’cr?'d all kind; of subjects— 
belief.-’ ’ ‘

Hel.m brittkd rzhenrean imagu’.e.' |
newsmen asked him if trerei He said he had spent two; 
had ever I>cm dAcuuions m days preparing with th* stiff 
the C.I.A. plotting the as^aJiin-'O* the Ro^ket'-ile? ccvrr.i'vion- 
ations of foreign lenders. I t r d then appeared before the’

•Tiiafs ’-k* askin’ me if Ml panel ' br a reaffirmation1 
Tve stopped belting ir.y wifa/hof what t covered with the' 
Sir. Helnts said. •'There we.-e staff." - . > -^



Com^ny ZIclti.

E^shixi. has finally found a publisher "

■ u'u i y Lemire i’s- 
volume documenting

Cortonay: CM Dicrjoyl to the American 
public. SWnrhiU Publishing Company 
will publish th a book and Emile de Anto
nio has purchased the film rights. -- ~“

Stoneaill. a small, relatively unknown ' 
New York trade house distributed by
George Brahller 4 Co- signed a contract ■ • when

Meredith. Agee's „ literary . in the first day of principal photography, 
which has to be within a year. ’.

•With Sco:
■Sent, sina? Agee essentially tha saine_ 
deal he'd turned down with Straight Ar
row Books’ a $12,000 advance end a 6040. 
split on the paperback sale.

Stonehill is a four-year-old company’

young flat e!?^), enthusiastic and persist- ' 
ent. Ho was a founder of Chelsea House ■ 
publishers and was hired in 1970 by Jana : 
Wenner to start Straight Arrow Books 
with Alan lliniler He said that he didn’t 
last long because of personality differ- • 
entM tritit Wenner. Steinberg started : 
Stooehilt and is backed by "a conxirtiwa t 
of Europe-sn ba nkerx”........-................ • i

Stcnehill’s current schedule for Agee's < 
book is tn ship a first printing of hJ.iXO ; 
copies in June for July publication. The; 
probable price: $!29i Steinberg is also ; 
planning to Edd an index for the Aaeri-i 
can edition;.-' ; "^."- ;’_.‘2' I / ’’ ' *' j

“We’re going to- hold off on the muss > 
market paperback sale until we’ve com
pleted our legs! review and can deliver a j 

’ reasonably meaningful warranty," said ’

e Ar.toaio, the underground 
mm's er. plans to make a fic- 
i .tree’s book, using different 
■ '.-m one except the author. 
.-.’, cref-rof the controversial 
"risen documentaries "Point i 

oi Order” v:he Army-McCarthy hearings), 
'Tn the Year of the Pig" (an overviewof 
the Virbua war) and "Millhouse” (a sa
tiric i.'A ot Nixon), has agreed to pay 
$25.CkW co! ars against five percentof the

:e producer’s gross, not the net 
cure. Agee will receive $7500! 
dgns the contract’and $17,500

. Haskei.hMlerius agreed to be the di
rector cf cinema to graphy and De Antonio 
said that fane Fanda has volunteered to 
be in it. ’ '~> %'’?.,"->■ • t -

'JOYCE'U12G writes ’regularly ora; tlie^ 

publishiy scene for Book World., • \'^

The American Civil Liberties Union! 
has given Steinberg a letter "agreeing to- 
provide as much legal assistance, at rfol 
cost, as we warrant.” This is in case all 
Jht rumors become fact concerning gov
ernment. suppression of the book here 
an:! threatsef libel suits. ’’

-■ . "There will definitely be a libel and in- 
Vn.ion cf privacy review by our law firm." 

-said Steinberg, rand there wiii probably




