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QB N this date in 1964, the Warren Re-
B port was issued to the public, spawn-

f conclusion that Lee Harvey Oswald

& acted alone in the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy.

Among those who have spent nearly that en-
tire time probing the who-killed-Kennedy mystery
is Baltimore author Harrison Edward ne,
who claims to have found the *® umb-
print” that undermines the report the U.S.
government's version of what happened in Dallas
on Nov. 22, 1963.

A fiction writer and playwright, Mr. Living-
stone charges that auumay photographs and X-
rays were faked and not show Kennedy's
wounds as seen and recalled by competent eye-
witnesses. He points to inconsistencies between
the photos and the X-rays, with the X-rays indi-
cating injuries that do not appear in the photos.
Only people well-placed in government could
have carried out the murder, and the cover-up
that followed, he argues.

He carefully lays out all this in Treason,”
the 470- book he wrote with J. Gro-
den and self-published last March, purporting to
tell what happened. Included are several autopsy
photos of Kennedy which he says have never
before appeared (n print. :

He has already sold out the book's inftial print-
ing of 5,000 and now !s bringing out a second

edition of 10.000. The sales figures
and those of numerous other books
addressing the same subject indi-
cates there is no shortage of skeptics
finding fault with the Warren Com-
mission’s conclusions.

John Adams, one of Mr. Living-
stone's backers on the project and
dean of Harvard University's Exten-
sion School in Cambridge, Mass.,
from which the author was graduat-
ed, calls the book “extremely impor-
tant.” -

“He's done an exhaustive study of

-the Warren Report and knows it bet-

ter than anyone else | know,” he
says of the author. “He's gone
through all 26 volumes and found
the inconsistencies.”

To which adds Harold Weisberg,
a Frederick-based writer and plo-
neer critic of the Warren Report, "It
took an enormous amount of labor
to get the book out, and very few
people could have done it without

"financial means,” as was the case

with Mr. Livingstone.

[l ing 25 years of skepticism about its

' X-rays, photos prove New York Daly News
USA Today
Warren RCpOI't W1 Ong, The Chicago Tribune
says Baltimore author Date
By Henry Scarupa Summarizing his thoughts on the

assassination, Mr. Livingstone says,
“] see all this as a single conspiracy.
All the evidence In the case implicat-
ing Oswald was planted. He was pre-
pared as the patsy long In advance,
the trail laid. He was obviously In-

- volved with in agencies.
) C

“The key is the t‘orgxx;y of the
medical evidence. The piotters were
clearly high up In the government.
Soon after the murder, a great deal
of U.S. foreign policy changed
course.” /
Mr. Livingstone ba.saul"us d‘iggval
f premise on the -
emmthor h(:;odcng photo-
who served as con-
m:xﬁxa‘the late 1970s for the
House Select Committee on Assassi-
nations. (its report backed the War-

ren Commissi;x;l .) Mr. Gro;
den charged y on that some o
the autopsy photos of the dead presi-

dent were composites, created by a
matte insert process to alter the
character of Kennedy's head wound.

Altho the committee report
included Mr. Groden’'s dissenti
opinion, he says he was prevent
by the committee's chief counsel
from fully voicing his doubts to com-
mittee members. As far back as July
1979 the photo expert shared his

with a Sun reporter, which
resulted in an article calling into
question the authenticity of the au- -
topsy photos.

Mr. Groden's chief contribution
to the book consists of his technical
evaluations of photographic evi-
dence. He has termed the familiar

photos of Oswald and the
rifle as fakes, with Oswald's likeness
pasted onto another body. He also
wogked with a team of experts syn-
ctnomzit:kg thbey Zapruder ﬂlgx —
footage taken by an amateur photog-
rapher documenting the assassina-
tion frame by frame — with’
recorded on audio tape when a Dal-
las motorcycle policeman left his ra-
dioon durlnﬁlb'ansit through Dealey
Plaza with the presidential proces-
sion.
. Four shots are audible, says Mr.
Groden, with the possibility that at
least two others were fired. Analysis

-of the acoustical data indicates one

of the shots came from the front,
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probably from the grassy knoll area
of the plaza, supporting what many
witnesses had claimed earlier. The
test results were presented to the
House Assassinations Committee.
Assessing the data, Mr. Livingstone
theorizes Kennedy may have taken
two shots to the head, from front
and back. The Warren Report con-
cluded the president was struck
once in the neck and once in the
head, both by bullets fired from the
sixth floor of the Texas Book Deposi-
tory butlding.

By bringing out his book years
after the fact. the author has been
able to draw on the work of dozens
of critics as a point of departure for
his own {nvestigations. He made sev-
eral trips to Dallas, and questioned
14 of the 19 doctors and nurses who
saw Kennedy when he was brought
into Parkland Hospital. Actording to
the book, all told Mr. Livingstone
that the head wounds they saw dif-
fered markedly from what appeared
in the official photos. .

mtl:a kcuz pot.‘u‘;:j in their testimony
was that they seena hole
in the back of Kennegg'gmgead.
which they belleved was an exit
wound {ndicating that the shot
was fired from the front of the limou-
sine rather than the rear. Their
statements were corroborated by
former Navy technicians, now In ci-
villan life, who were present at the
Kennedy autopsy at the Bethesda
Naval Hospital. For years the Navy
men had been silenced by the threat
of court-martial.

Discrepancies also occur between
the X-rays and the recollections of
the Parkland staff, the autops
photos and the autopsy report | .
Mr. Livingstone says a frontal X-ray
of the president’s head, showing a
large portion of the right side miss-
ing, including the right orb, conflicts
with autopsy photos of the wound.
The author relied on the expertise of
a Baltimore radiologist, among oth-
ers, in evaluating the X-rays.

But if the photos and X-rays were
faked, why the botched job? The
conspirators had to move quickly,
and {n so doing left behind a “greasy
thumbprint,” declares Mr. Living-
stone.

In rejecting the Warren Report,
Mr. Livingstone has elaborated a
scenario which he feels is more plau-
sible given the facts that are being

uncovered. Oswald, he says,
had some sort of tnvolvement with
U.S. (ntelligence, and was sent to the
Soviet Union as a spy, probably by
the Office of Naval lntcfngcnce. He
was set up as the fall guy, with a
tell-tale trail carefully laid out
months {n advance of the assassina-
tion.

On the eventful day the conspira-

‘tors mounted a classic military am-

bush with three or four gunmen on
the scene to ensure the president
would not escape. The killers were
probably Mafla hit ‘men or Cuban
exiles with Kennedy over his
his abandonment of the Bay of Pigs
invaders. In Mr. Livingstone's ver-
sion, four shots struck Kenfiedy. two
from the front and two from the
back, and one hit Texas Gov. John
Connally. A sixth shot (the third, ac-
cording to the Warren Report)
missed its target and smashed into
the curb, scndmig:;m into the
face of Tague.
A drawing in the book suggests
possible vantage points from which
the gunmen could have aimed at the
president. They include the Dallas
Texas Bullding and the Dallas Coun-
ty Records Building, near the Book
Depository, as well as the Depository
itself, looking down from the back; a
manhole covered by a rectangular
grate on the south knoll to the left of
the motorcade: manholes on the
right and left sides of the triple over-
pass (n front of the president’s car;
and an area behind a stockade fence
on the grassy knoll to the right and
front. that th
Mr, Livingstone notes that there
is no hard evidence Oswald
to the crime, or that any shots actu-
ally came from the Book Depository
. Tactically the Depository,
with ts sniper's nest set-up in the
easternmost window of the sixth
floor, could have served as a diver-
sion, allo the true killers to es-
cape unim and implicating Os-
wald,

To allow the assassination to oc-
cur, Mr. Livingstone says, “Some-
body among the dpmldent‘s guard
betrayed him, and was in a position
to slow down or control the rest of
them, which prevented the presi-
dent from being guarded adequate-




By VerMoONT Rovster

We've lately been observing the 25th an-
niversary of that tragic day in Dallas that
shocked the nation more than any event
since the catastrophe at Pear! Harbor. Our
TV screens replayed the pictures of the
bloodied car bearing President Kennedy 0
Parkland Hospital and of Air Force One
taking his body back to Washington.

Frozen in our minds is the memory of

where we were that day when, paralyzed-

in shock, we heard the news. Later we
would see “live’ on TV the shooting of Lee
Harvey Oswald by Jack Ruby.

But who was Oswald? Why did he shoot
the president? Was he a lone madman? Or
did he have an accomplice who fired a sec-
ond shot? Who was Ruby, who in turn shot
Oswald? And why did he do it?

Nothing in modern time, not even Pearl
Harbor, has produced more theories of
how it happened and why. Almost every
year there has been a new theory. Oswald
was a right-wing ideologue. He was a left-
wing terrorist. He was part of a conspiracy
in the Mafia. He was a tool of Cuba's Cas-
tro. One by one these theories have been
discarded because they did not fit all the
facts. The mystery has remained.

Now there comes an account that for
the first time so clearly fits the facts that
it seems to me less a theory than an expla-
nation. It's in a book by James Reston Jr..
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" A'New Look at that Day in Dallas

due out next year but already with a long
excerpt in Time Magazine.

The hinge of this account is the testi-
mony of Marina Oswald. Lee Harvey's
wife, given at the time to the investigating
Warren Commission, but dismissed as too
simple to explain so terrible an affair.

Marina Oswald testified she knew of no
reason for her husband to hate President
Kennedy; in fact, her impression was that
he rather admired the president. But she
had heard him often express anger at Gov.
John Connally of Texas, who was in the
president's car that fatal day and was also
wounded by a shot from Oswald’'s gun.

Mr. Reston, an experienced journalist—
and the son of James Reston, longtime cor-
respondent and commentator for the New
York Times—begins his account by taking
Marina's testimony seriously.

Could it be, then, that the real target of
Oswald that day was not the president but
Gov. Connally? That the president was
killed by accident from a stray shot aimed
at the governor?

It's not an explanation everyone will ac-
cept. It takes away from the president's
death the sense of high dignity that comes
from a deliberate politica! assassination. It
would become just another accidental
death as from an automobile crash or
other -happenstance. Tragic still, but not
high tragedy.

Nonetheless, once you take Marina's
testimony seriously, as Mr. Reston does,

other bits of evidence gathered by the War-
ren Commission fall into place.

Oswald, as you may remember, had
served in the Marine Corps and at first
was given an honorable discharge. Later,
he went to the Soviet Unlon and ap-
proached the Soviet authorities requesting
not only admission as a resident but Soviet
citizenship. He was rebuffed. But because
of this activity the Marine Corps later
changed his discharge record from honor-
able to undesirable, just a notch from a
dishonorable discharge.

Meanwhile, Oswald had married
Marina, a Soviet citizen, and begun his
long struggle with the Navy Department to
“correct” his discharge. The secretary of
the navy was John Connally, who had at
least twice given Oswald a “brush off” on
his complaints, once by letter and, after
Oswald returned to the U.S., in person.

In the meantime, Secretary of the Navy
Connally had become governor of Texas.
In that position he refused to do anything
for Oswald, saying only he would refer the
discharge matter to his successor.

All this seems to me enough to explain
any anger of Oswald's toward Connally.
But what about Jack Ruby, Oswald's
killer? How does he fif into the picture if
there was no conspiracy to kill Kennedy?

Here another bit of forgotten testimony
offers a clue. A Dallas lawyer, Carroll Jar-
nigan, told the FBI that one night in a
nightclub owned by Jack Ruby he over-

heard a conversation between Oswald and
Ruby about the possibility of shooting Gov.
Connally. According to Mr. Jarnigan. Ruby

“asked Oswald, **Are you sure you can do

the job without hitting anybody but the
governor?’" Oswald reportedly replied by
saying, “'I'm a Marine sharpshooter.”
The FBI seems to have dismissed this
testimony as unreliable, but if the conver-
sation took place as reported, that would
give Ruby a reason for shooting Oswald.
He wouldn't want Oswald to testify to any-
thing incriminating him in complicity.
As.you can see, this version of what
happened on that long-ago Friday rests
upon testimony gathered at the time but

" disbelieved or thought frrelevant. Instead.

we have heard all manner of theories:
from the existence of a second gunman to
a gangland conspiracy, to some sort of plot

- involving Fidel Castro. It's hard to find a

shred of evidence for any of them. Cer-
tainty the Warren Commission didn't.

But once you accept the possibility that
Marina Oswald knew of what she spoke
about her husband, everything begins to
fall into place. You no longer have 1o think
of Oswald as the sure-shot Marine who
never missed his target. You no longer
have to think of that obscure Dallas lawyer
as having made up out of whole cloth the
overheard conversation he reported. You
no longer have to think of Jack Ruby as a
sterling patriot who ktiled Oswald in retri-
bution for his shooting of President Ken-
nedy. )

I confess, I'm not too happy with this
version of events. I don't like to think that
a national tragedy with all the grief it
brought happened only because an angry
gunman couldn't shoot straight.

But as Sherlock Holmes knew, paying
attention to a simple clue sometimés offers
the best sclution to the deepest mystery.

Mr. Royster is edilor emerilus of the
Journal.




1
BUG LITE. No wonder Washington wants (o tear down the
new U.S. embassy in Moscow. In looking for KGB-planted
bug;. the Cla discovered evidence of new high-tech spy
equipment. including a device like a Roto-Rooter that en-

ables Soviet spooks 10 install microphones in a wall by drill-
ing into a building from underground. But CIA analysts are
puzzled over a suspicious object found in a concrete column:
a beer bottle. Is it some sort of bug. or merely a brewski
chugged and chucked by a Soviet workman? Noone is sure.

-
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Trust Lost, I\ie_:_wJ.F K. Probe Is Needed

By ALAN M. DERSHOWITZ

It has now been 25 years since that
dreadful Friday in Dallas when so many
dreams were shattered by the assassination
of President John Fitzgetald Kennedy. The
anniversary brings back sad niemories, but
it also raises some lingering doubts over
whether we know the whole truth.

I was a law clerk on the Supreme Court
25 years ago. It fell on me to infox;rrr my
boes, Justice Arthur Goldberg, that his dear
friend had been shot. The chief justice, Ear}
Warren, sent the justices home, fearing
that the attack in Dallas might be part of a
more general assassination plot against
high government officials.

I was with Goldberg when we later heard
the report of Lee Harvey Oswald'’s assassi-
nation by Jack Ruby. We wondered what
was going on, but [ trusted what my gov-
ernment was telling me. My trust seemed
vindicated when President Lyndon B.
Johnson appointed Chief Justice Earl War-
ren, a symbol of probity and integrity, to
head up a national commission of inquiry.
Several of the young lawyers who were
appointed to staff the commission were
friends of mine, and I knew that their hon-
esty was above reproach.

When the Warren Commission released
its report, concluding that both Oswald and
Ruby were disturbed loners and that there
was no conspiracy, I had little reason to
doubt its conclusions. After all, the com-
mission staff--my {riends and contempora-
ries—had questioned all possible witnesses,
reviewed all CIA and FBI files and investi-
gated all plausible leads.

This was happening during an age of
trust in government, which had brought
us the civil-rights movement, the War
against Poverty and the Great Society. Our
innocence had not yet been taken away by
the lies about Vietnam, the Watergate
cover-up and the Iran-Contra scandals.

It has been a long quarter-century since

' those innocent times. Now I trust almost
nobody in government. I have learned that
many in positions of authority believe that
it is part of their job to lie in the national
interest. I suspect everything that the
Warren Commission was told, or shown,
by the CIA and F'Bl and other intelligence
agencies. | believe only what my own
senses tell me, only what is demonstrably
true, only what cannot be faked in sophisti-
cated laboratories, only what was testified
to by people with proven track records of
credibility.

Nor am [ alone in my conversion {rom
naive trust to cynical distrust. My closest
friend on the staff of the Warren Com-
mission, John Hart Ely, who clerked for

“Warren and then became a law professor
and the dean of Stanford Law School,
experienced a similar conversion.

Ely makes the powerful point that the
Warren Commission lacked independent
investigative resources and thus was com-
pelled to rely on “the government's exist-
ing investigative agencies”—the FBI, CIA
and military intelligence. He points out
that in 1964 "“one had to be a genuine rad-
ical” to believe that these agencies might
be "withholding significant information
from the Warren Commission.” Today,
however, "it would take a person of un-
usual naivete to ignore that possibility.”

Ely still believes that the Warren Com-
mission’s conclusions were probably cor-
rect. But he is not as confident as he was
back in 1964. Nor am {. If one discounts
the information provided by government
intelligence agencies and relies only on
independently confirmable facts, the case
for the Warren Commission's conclusions
is little more compelling than it is for
some kind ol conspiracy theory. There are
s0 many unexplained facts, like recent
acoustical and ballistics evidence tAat is
congistent with a second assassin, as well
as the deaths—mostly by assassination
and “accident”—of so many witnesses.

———
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Jack Anderson believes that the e
dence now points most convincingly
the f{ollowing scenario. Cuban dicta
Fidel Castro, convinced that Preside
Kennedy had ordered his assassinati
took preemptive action and arranged !
a team of organized-crime hit men to k
our President. The CIA advised Preside
Johnson of this a few days after the a
sassination. Johnson feared that if U
American public learned of Castro's i
volvement it would demand retaliatic
against Cuba. Any such retaliation wou
necessarily require the Soviet Union -
come to Castro’s assistance, especiall
after Nikita S. Khrushchev’s humiliatic
during the Cuban missile crisis. Johnsc
resolved, therefore, to persuade the Amen
can public that Oswald had acted alon:
He appointed a commission composed ¢
loyal and distinguished Americans wh
would not second-guess what the CL
would show and tell them. The commis
gioners came to the only conclusion tha
they could possibly reach on the basis o
the evidence that was available. That con-
clusion was wrong, but it was the “safest’
one for world peace,

That scenario sounds a bit farfetched
even when viewed through the prism ol
recent deceptions. But the underlying
skepticism is well founded: We simply
cannot credit what the CIA told the
Warren Commission back in those good old
‘“trust your government’ days.

That is why a new investigation of the
old evidence, and whatever new evidence
may have survived 25 years of tampering
and decay, is warranted. It may -do nc
pragmatic good to open old and painful
wounds. But history and truth have their
claims. We the people are entitled to know
what really happened on that tragic Friday
in Dallas.

Alan M. Dershowitz teaches at Haruvara
Law School and writes a syndicated column.

Page




HINGTON POST

TuesbaY, Novemser 1, 1988 C19

| l JACK ANDERSON and JOSEPH SPEAR l |

Witness Tells of CIA Plot to Kill Castro

out of the shadows to tell how a covert CIA

mission to liquidate Cuban President Fidel
Castro backfired. The Marxist ruler was tipped off
that the CIA was trying to kill him. Instead, he may
have turned the hired guns against President John
F. Kennedy.

The witness, a Washington police officer named
Joseph Shimon, played an undercover role in the
bizarre tragedy. He sat in on the meetings where
the Central Intelligence Agency’s William Harvey
and the Mafia’s Johnny Rosselli plotted the
assassination of Castro.

The covert operation had the blessing of two of
America’s most notorious crime figures: Sam
Giancana, boss of the Chicago mob, and Santos
Trafficante, who controlled the Cuban underworld
before Castro came to power. Shimon quotes
Trafficante as saying, “I'll get you the contacts,
give you a lot of names. But keep me out of it.”

Harvey and Rosselli recruited killers
recommended by Trafficante. Six assassination
teams were dispatched to Cuba; not only did all six
fail, they also disappeared.

Harvey and Rosselli concluded that teams of
professional hit men wouldn't have failed
repeatedly unless Castro had been waiting for
them. “You don’t have that many misses, and these
fellows are not coming back,” Shimon said.

Only six people knew about the CIA plot to use
the Mafia to knock off Castro. No mention of the
operation had been committed to paper. Yet Castro
must have been tipped off.

The finger of suspicion pointed to Trafficante.

A fter a 25-year silence, a witness has stepped

Though he had been jailed and his gambling casinos
seized by Castro, for some inexplicable reason,
Trafficante got out of Cuba unscathed after Castro
came to power, Shimon recalled, “Suddenly
Trafficante is released . . . . He comes back here
with all his assets, with the yacht . ., . Others
eventually got out, but they left Cuba broke.
Trafficante came out with all his money,
immediately went into business and look how big he
got overnight. He spread out all over the South.”

Shimen confronted Giancana and asked whether
Trafficante was reliable. “Frankly,” Giancana
confided, “he’s a rat.” The CIA came to the same
conclusion and abruptly called off the Mafia. But
the CIA continued to lock for other ways to
eliminate Castro,

Castro no longer knew where the CIA would
strike next. So he issued a public warning in
September 1963. If the CIA persisted in trying to
kill Cuban leaders, he said, then “American leaders
will not be safe.”

Two months later, President Kennedy was
gunned down in Dallas. Shimon figured that Castro
had conspired with Trafficante. Shimon said his
conclusion was “confirmed by Harvey,” who had
other information from the CIA.

Shimon said, “They had other sources, too. They
were satisfied that this had to be retaliation by
Castro. . . . Castro decided, look, if this [CIA
murder mission) is gonna continue on, let's have a
little self-defense. This is a two-way game.”

Shimon 15 just one of a number of witnesses who
have provided evidence that Castro turned the
tables on the CIA and Kennedy.




That Backfired?

]

A Kennedy Plot

e have uncovered startling evidence that
w Robert F. Kennedy oversaw an undercover

operation—a CIA plot to eliminate Cuba’s
Fidel Castro—~that backfired cruelly 25 years ago
and triggered the assassination of his brother John
F. Kennedy.

This is a painful story that the authorities don‘t
want to face. Only two months ago, the Justice
Department tried to close the door on the dreadful
crime that changed our nation’s history. The
department declared, “No persuasive evidence can
be identified to support the theory of a conspiracy.”

Yet our findings, if not conclusive, are certainly
persuasive, We have pieced together evidence of 3
conspiracy, implicating an unwitting Robert
Kennedy, from hidden documents and credible

. witnesses, The evidence we have seen is far more

compelling than the Warren Commission’s verdict
that President Kennedy was killed by a lone,
deranged gunman.

The tragic events that ended in Kennedy's death.
began four years earlier in the backrooms of the
Central Intelligence Agency. In December 1959,
then-CIA director Allen Dulles, who continued to
serve in the early days of the Kennedy
administration, made a chilling proposal. Eight
months later, the CIA director of security, Col.
Sheffield Edwards, was assigned to implement it.

The operation was so secret that it wasn't
committed to paper unti years afterward. Then a
CIA account described it as “a sensitive mission
requiring gangster-type action. The mission target
~was Fidel Castro.” The purpose was to liquidate the
charismatic Castro, leaving Cuba leaderless just
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before the Bay of Pigs invasion. A CIA front man,
Robert Maheu, sounded out a top crime figure from
the old Al Capone mob, Johnny Rosselli, about
killing the Cuban leader. Rosselli introduced Maheu
to Sam Giancana and Santo Trafficante,

The mob accepted the contract. But the
assassination plot failed and the 1961 Bay of Pigs
invasion was a fiasco, The newly elected president,
John F. Kennedy, was furious at the CIA for
botching the invasion and asked his brother,
thereafter, to oversee the CIA.

On May 7, 1962, Attorney General Robert
Kennedy was told about the mission to liquidate
Castro. This was followed a week later by a written
review,

It outlined the mission, concluding, “Knowledge
of this project during its life was kept to a total of
six persons. . . and there were no memoranda on
the project nor were there other written
documents or agreements. The project was duly
orally approved by the said senior officials of the
agency.”

Not long afterward, Robert Kennedy joined in
the decision to revive the mission. Qur sources
claim he took a personal interest in the operation,
and one document suggests he once contacted
Rosselli directly.

All told, six hit teams were sent to Cuba; all six
failed, The CIA later concluded that the plot against
Castro had backfired and that Castro had retaliated
against President Kennedy. Our sources say that
then-CIA director John McCone delivered that grim
report to Robert Kennedy the morning after his
brother’s assassination.
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Oswald’s widow now believes cons

NEW YORK (AP) — Lee Harvey
Oswald's widow says she now be-
lieves Oswald was not acting alone
when President John F Kennedy
was killed.

“I think he was caught between
two powers — the government and
organized crime,” Marina Oswald
Porter said in the November issue of
Ladies’ Home Journal, published
yesterday.

Testimony by Oswald's widow,
who married Dallas carpenter Ken-
neth Porter in 19685, helped the War-
ren Commission conclude that a de-

ranged Oswald acted alone in the
Nov. 22, 1963, assassination.

“When [ was questioned by the
Warnen Commission, I was a blind
kitten,” she said.

The commission, appointed to in-
vestigate the assassination, con-
cluded it was the work of a single
gunman, Oswald. In 1979, however,
the House Select Committee on As-
sassinations, relying in part on
acoustical -evidence, concluded a
conspiracy was likely and that jt
may have involved organized crime.

Since then, Mrs. Porter, 47, has

piracy killed Kennedy

passion; all of America was griev-
ing. But later, we found that he had
connections with the underworld.
Now, [ think Lee was killed to keep
his mouth shut,” she said.

Mrs. Porter said that, in retro-
spect, Oswald seemed profes-
sionally schooled in secretiveness
“and I believe he worked for the
American government.”

“He was taught the Russian lan-
guage when he was in the military.
Do you think that is usual, that an
ordinary soldier is taught Russian?

Also, he got in and out of Russia
quite easily, and he got me out quite
easily,’ said Mrs. Porter, who emi-
grated from the Soviet Union in 1961
after marrying Oswald.

In the months preceding the as-
sassination, a man posing as Oswald
reportedly appeared in several pub-
lic places in the Dallas area.

“I learned afterward that some-
one who said he was Lee had been
going around lookmg to buy a car,

having a drink in a bar. I'm telling ;
you, Lee did not drink and he didn't -

e ',1/(/ /

drawn new conclusions.

“I don’t know if Lee shot him,” she
said. “I'm not saying that Lee is in-
nocent, that he didn’t kriow about the
conspiracy or was not a part of it, but
I am saying he's not necessarily
guilty of murder”

“It was a very complicated plot,
brilliantly executed. Could any intel-
ligent person believe that kind of
thing was organized by one man?”
she said.

“At first, I thought that Jack Ruby
{who killed Oswald two days after
the assassination] was swayed by

know how to drive.

“And afterward, the FBI took me
to a store in Fort Worth where Lee
was supposed to have gone to buy a
gun. Someone even described me
and said I was with him. This woman
was wearing a maternity outfit [ike
one I had. But [ ltad never bed\
there,” she said. +

Mrs. Porter sa1d she hopes the
truth will emerge when the Warreén
Commission matenals are declassi-
fied. ur

“Look, I'm walkmg through the
woods, trying to find a path, just like
all of us” she said.‘$The only dif-

ference is, 1 have gplittle bit of -

sight. Only half truth has bégh

“ told.” Ve o
. “ 46“' : P
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The Justice Department has of-
ficially eaded its inquiry into the as-
sassinations of John F. Kennedy and
Martin Luther King Jr., finding “no
persuasive evidence” (o support
conspirady theories, according to
department documents.

A Justice Departmerit memo, ob-
tained by Dr. Louis'P. Kartsonis, a
San Diegb ophthalmologist, through
the Freedom of Information Act,
was the. department’s admittedly
long-overdue response to the House
Select C ittee on A i
tions’ recommendation 10 years ago
for further investigation. .

William F. Weld, who was head of
the department’s crimina] division
until he quit at the end of March, told
Rep. Peter Rodino, New Jersey
Democrat and chairman of the
House Judiciary Committee, that all
known leads have been checked.

“The Department of Justice has
concluded that no persuasive evi-
dence can be identified to support
the theory of a coaspiracy in either
the assassination of President Ken-
nedy or the assassination of Dr
King.” Mr. Weld wrote in the undated
memo. -

“No further jovestigation appears
to be warranted in either matter ua- -
less new information which is suffi-
ctent 1o support additional investiga-
uve acuvity becomes available,” he
said.

The Justice Department’s re-
sponse to the conspiracy theories
comes as no surprise. [t is, however,
the first time the depariment has
made a formal conclusion on the as-
sassinations, said Justice spokes-
man Dean 5t. Dennis.

The House Assassinations Com-
mittee concluded in 1978 that Mc
Kennedy “Was “probably™ assassi-
nated as the result of a conspiracy
involving a second gunman, a find-
ing that broke from the Warren
Commission’s belief that Lee Har-
vey Oswald acted alone in Dallas on
Nov. 22, 1963. The House panel also
said there was a “likelihood"” that
King's slaving in 1968 was part of a
conspiracy.

The commitiee urged the Justice
Depariment to investigate several
areas of the assassinations, and one
year later the department agreed 1o
conduct a limited inquiry focusing
on an acoustical study presented 1o

the committee by independent ex-
perts. -

The acoustical experts had con-
shot. That evidence was the key to

the committee's second-gunman

conclusion.
Justice officials instructed the
National Academy of Sciences to re-

cluded after studying s Dictaphone
recording .of a Dallas policeman’s
open radio transmissions that there
was a second gunman on the infa-
-mous grassy knol! who fired a fourth
view that study and the Dictaphone
recording, and academy scientists
concluded in 1982 that the indepen-

dent experts were wrong.
Mr. Weld said the Justice Depan-

" ment had completed “virtually all”

of its inquiry by the ead of 1983, but
delayed its responsc to the: House
Judiciary Committee “pending a
complete review of all public com-
ment™ on the National Academy
study.

“We have considered the review
of all correspondence w be poten-
tially productive,” Mr. Weld said. He
added that there was no “persuagive
criticism™ of the academy report, so
the Justice Department has ac-
cepted its conclusions.

Others, including Rep. Louis
Stokes, Ohio Democrat and chair-
man of the defunct assassinations
committee, have stood by the com-
mittee’s conclusions and the acous-
tical evidence presented by the inde-
pendent team.

Mr. Stokes could not be reached
for comment, but a former select
commirtee aide who has fought to
have the panel’s records opened to
the public blasted the department's
response.

“All these years later we find out
they've been doing nothing,” said

Kennedy, M.lL.. King death probes ofﬁciaﬂy closed

Kevin Walsh. “Members themselves
had faith that the Justice Depart-
iment was going 1o pursue this, and
now we see all these years later that
their faith was misplaced”

Mr. Walsh noted that the depart-
ment did not follow through on sev-
eral parts of the select commiittee’s
recommendations.

The “most egregious sin,” he said,
was the department’s failure o ob-
tain and analyze a bystander’s film
shot just minutes before the Ken-
nedy assassination. The fim by
Charles L. Bronson scans the sixth-
floor window of the Texas School
Book Depository, where Oswald was
positioned.

Mr. Weld wrote that the depart-
ment was unable to obtain the film
from the owner. .

The Justice Department con-
ceded that the report to Mz Rodino's
commitiee was “long overdue”

Mr. Kartsonis said he has con-
ducted research and delivered lec-
tures on the Kennedy assassinstion
for more than 15 vears. He, t0o. crit-
icized the Justice Department’s in-
quiry, saying investigators (ailed 0
answer the select committee’s ques-
tions.
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Assassination clues settle in one place ‘

By Deborar Panie

THE WASHINS DN TiME ]

ar¢ Bernarc Fensterwald has & file or: it
Mr Fensterwald is the founder and director of the Assassing
nor. Archives & Research Center The archive: 1 five dusn
rooms in & building or. F Street NV tha: has seer betier dayv: coniain
ar astonishing repasitory of information

There are abou (1.50( books In the permanen: coliectiorn. with
another S0C duplicatc copies tha ar¢ len: tc members of tne cente:
Books or. Johr: F Kennedv alone fil! two bookcases

There are volumes or the Mafhie Fide! Castro. Maicoin. X. terror-
1sm. U.S ancd Sovie: intelligence. ancé muné contro. There 1s even &
book justif ving assassinauons. entitied “Killing Ne Murder”

There are 2.000 audiowapes. including 22 by & Dallas Mormung Newss
reporter who worked for vears or President Kennedy's assassination
There are 80,000 pages of FBI documents or Kennedy whuch fill eight
file cabinets. Fortunately. the center was able to obtain ar index to the

. FBI documents — which is no! the case with its 11 volumes of CIA
! material on Kennedy
; But the “guts” of the collection. according to Mr. Fensterwald, are
16 file cabinets containing research. about half unpublished. on var-
tous aspects of various assassinations. There's a file on jus: about
every counuy, since nearly every country has a history of assassina-
tons. There's one drawer on Kennedy assassin Lee Harvey Oswalds -
trip to Mexico ;
And all of this matena! is computerized. Building on the work of
Jefl Meek. an assassinologist who had put together an index of 10,000
cards, the center now has a master data base with 32,000 lisuings. Proto by Kevr T, Giloort The Washagaon Trne:

see FILES, page E6 Bemard Fensterwaic in the archives =

|
: f a poliica! ieader has beer kilied anvwhere In the world chances




FILES

From page E}]

The center has about 200 mem:
bers. who pay yearly dues of $25 or
more Use of the center is not re
stricted o members, however

“Anyone who is at all serious can
use the faciliies” Mr. Fensterwald
savs “We encourage research
rather than discourage it

Mr Fensterwald. & lawyer whose

| private practice largely subsidizes

the center, got interested in assas
sinations after the shooting of Ken-
nedy Mr Fensterwald had beer a
classmate of Kennedy at Harvard.
and worked on Kennedy's 1960 cam-
paign as 8 speech-writer

Finding the Warren Commission
Report on Kennedy's death unsats-
factory — “baloney” he 88ys — Mr
Fensterwald began pursuing his
0w research and forging links with
others doing the same. In 1965. he
formed the Committee wo Investigate
Assassinations, which coordinated
the efforts of researchers workung
or. the deaths of Sen. Robert Ken-
Dedy and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King. in addition to that of President
Kenned,

Abou: five years ago, the emphas-
sis of the CT1A changed from inves-
tigative to academic, and the Assas-
sination Archives & Research
Center was born. “As the major re-

- search got older. we found it was jus:

disappearing " Mr. Fensterwald sajc
“We thought 1t would be well . gei
these collections under one roof”
He hopes a local unjversiry will be
Impressed sufficiently by these
hoidings w take the center unde- its
wing Such ar affihatior woull be
finanzialiv beneficial to the center

© whict has been unable w obtaxr

funding from foundations Its onh
salaned employee is @ secretan

“The subject makes grant people
very nervous.” Mr. Fensterwald says
“It has an aure — that anybody who
deals with the subject is nuts.

“I'm the first w admit there are =
number of nuts in the field. Its &
subject that attracts a lot of pars-
naids. ... | think anybody that be-
comes an aficionado of the subject
has & degree of paranoie. It's cer-
tamnly an obsession with most pec-
ple”

Many of the stranger people whe
visi: the center wander in off the
streets, attracted by the sign in the
lobby. These visitors, Mr. Fen.
sterwald says. are deal! with as
kindly as possible “But if we didnY
ease them out. theyv'd sit here fo:
days”

Aside from discouraging stree:
people from moving in, the cernter
does not make judgments about the
quality of its researchers or re.
searct. Pertinent books are added 1

the collection regardiess of the wild
ness of their premises, and would-be
authors are welcome no matner how
bimlrre 8 line they are pursuing
Assassination research 1s gawning
respectsbility. however According
 Mr Fensterwald. there are aboui
20 college courses offered on the
subject. With thus academic base. he
hopes to stan a scholarly journa).

which would be published quarterly .

by the Assassination Archives & Re-
search Center

Al this takes money. of course
But Mr. Fensterwald and his col-
league. lawyer James Lesar, say the
major problem is not funding bu!
“the recalcitrance of the US gov-
ernment”

The FBI. they say. is generally co-

‘operative. and a: imes so is the State

Department. But Mr. Lesar says tha!
“nobody involved in the field has gor-
ten an ounce of help from the CIA.
Nationa! Security Agency. the D¢
fense Department "

Mr Fensterwald adds, “The CIA
won't give you anyvthing unless you
0O to court. and thev'li figh: it toorr,
and toenail ™~

Mr Fensterwald contends ther
“false pride” has prevented the
country from discovering the truth
about assassinations. When a poliri-
cal murder occurs in the Unite?
States. he save. there is 8 massive
effort to prove tha: it 15 8 “lone ny*’

“We accuse Latin Americar: cour.
tries of instability because they have
coups and assassmznon: all th:
time We cali themr Banans Repub
lics We [America) don hawe coup:
80 assassinations have to be by z lone
nui They can™ be by anvhady whe
wants 1o change the policie: of the
count

“The outstanding Bananz Reput-
bic of the '60s was the United Suate:
he add.

Mr Fensterwald savs that the m:
Jor venture of the.Committee . Ir,.
vestigate Assassinations was lobby -
ing for the creation of the House
Select Committee on Assassins.
tions. which existed from 1975 1
1975.

According to Mr. Fensterwald, the
House committee “foll on its face.
They concluded there was probeb!s
& conspiracy in the case of JPK anc
Martic Lather King, and then thev
didnt look 0 see who the cor-
spirators were. They &t down anc

lockedal!thedocumtsupforso_

years.
Despite these difficulties, and the
fact that the passage 6f time would
seem o make it less and less likely
that any new revelstions woulé
emerge. Mr. Fensterwald is conf:-
den! that the King and two Kennedy
cases will be “solved” someday

“I'm convinced that the solution is
within our premises here” he says
“But Ee‘re o dumb o see jt”

E
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DATE November 22, 1983 10:00 A.M., ciy Washington, D.C.
SUBJECT John Fitzgerald Kennedy

DIANE REHM: The shots that rang out in Dallas 20 yers
ago left a young President dead and a stunned nation outraged.
Today the issue surrounded John F. Kennedy's assassination remain
a mystery. There has never been a satisfactory solution to the
mystery of who killed JFK. In the next two hours, I'll be
talking with three experts looklng at the Kennedy assassination
after 20 years.,

You've heard the old cliche: If we can send a man to
the moon, then why can't we -- and then you fill in the blank.
That phrase has been applied to the assassination of John F,.
Kennedy. With 2l1l the money and intelligence resources available
to our government, why, in the last 20 years, hasn't there been a
full and complete solution to the mystery of who killed JFK?

Three people who share that concern are with me this
morning: Bernard Finsterwald is an attorney here in the Washing-
ton area, the author of a book called "Assassination of JFK: By
Coincidence or Conspiracy?" Also, Richard Billings. He covered
the assassination for Life magazine. He was editor of the House
Select Committee report on the assassination, and he's coauthor
of a book called "The Plot to Kill the President.” On the phone
with us from Cleburne, Texas is J. Gary Shaw, longtime critic of
the Warren Commission and the official version of the assassina-
tion. He wrote a book called "Cover-up."

I'm Diane Rehm. And we are not going to take your calls
during the first hour of the program. JThere is a great deal to
talk about in this first hour, as you can well imagine. And we
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will take your calls after the news break at 11:05. . At thst
time, the number to call is 966-8850. L

Gary Shaw, are you with us out there?
GARY SHAW: Yesy I am. Thank you, Diane.
\

REHM: ...let me 8sk =8ll three of you. The first
official inquiry done by the Warren Commission concluded that Lee
Harvey Oswald acted alone and shot JFK. In 1979 & congressional
committee decided that Kennedy was probably assassinated as a
result of 8 conspiracy. Why, in your opinion, has the case never
been completely resolved? ) »

Gary, I'1ll start with you.

GARY SHAW: Primerily, Diene, I think-the problem has
been that it jumped from 8 crime in Texas, a murder in Texas, to
a political situation in Washington, D.C. for its investigation.
It never should have been done that way. I believe that it
should have been investigated and the hearings conducted in Texasas
under Texas law and Texas Jjurisdiction and kept out of the
. political bailiwick. I believe that's the major problem with the
entire investigation, both the 'first one and the second one in
1978. ‘

REHM: Bud, what would your comments be?

BERNARD FINSTERWALD: Diane, you mentioned earlier, with
the resources of the intelligence community, we've been unable to
solve the crime. I would say that the major reason we've been
unable to solve the crime is that the intelligence community has
used 8ll its resources to see that it is not properly investigat-
ed. They've destroyed evidence, they've hidden evidence. Even
today, 20 years later, most ‘of the documents are still labeled
top secret. '

If we could get at the evidence that the government
itself has, I think the crime would have been solved long ago.

REHM: Dick Billings?

RICHARD BILLINGS: I'm not disagreeing with either of
those, although I tend to think more of the opinion of Gary Shaw,
in that politicians, people in Washington who are in the position
to do so, do not have the inclination to continue the investiga-
tion, even though at the completion of the congressional commit-
tee investigation, in which I participated, .we were very close to
.learning something very, very important. We did learn something
very important, and we could havé learned more. But the attitude
-here, in spite of the fact that the most recent poll on the '



matter, 80 percent of the people asked, the citizens, believe
that there was -- that Oswald was not alone, that there was a
. conspiracy -- the attitude of the people at the Department of
Justice and the Administration and in Congress, including members
of the committee itself, today are not inclined to pursue it
further. ! ;

REHM: So, it is & sort of who-cares attitude that you
see reflected.

BILLINGS: Well, it's more than that. It's more.than
Just & who-cares attitude. There's a real active inclination to
close it off and to wrap it off and say, "We're not going to
pursue this any further."

. I think one of the -- there was another tragedy. The
"loss of the President certainly was a tragedy. But in the year
that followed, in the years that followed that, there was the
loss of something else, which I might call candor in American
politics,-the loss of candor. The politiciens do not want to
pursue it further because there's nothing in it for them. And
admittedly, it is difficult. It requires money and it would
require a continuing effort, which is not there. The latest we
hear from the FBI, for example, William Webster, the Director, is
that the investigation of the acoustics evidence, which I find
~very, importaent, still, has now been determined not to have shown
that fourth shot from the grassy knoll. I don't think that is
the case., But based on that conclusion of a8 committee of the
National Academy of Sciences, the Director of the FBI, for one,
is now saying again, as we've heard for so many years from these
top-level sources, the investigation is closed.

It's not just 8 who-cares. It's an active disinclina-
tion. ' )

REHM: Gary Sﬁaw, I know that you were also particularly
~impressed with the results of that poll. Give me your ideas. .

SHAW: Well, from the polls that I have been acquainted
with, it seems that B0 percent of the American people still
believe that there was a conspiracy in the death of the Presi-
dent. What's frightening and what really bothers me is that that
same poll also discovered that 70 percent of the people take =a
who-cares 'attitude at the conspiracy. And that bothers me
tremendously. Because I think we have to realize that if there
was & conspiracy and it appeers that there was government
complicity, by and large, at least in the cover-up of the true
‘facts surrounding this case, then are the people who killed John
Kennedy in 1963 still in a position of power, and will they do it
again and again and again? And that bothers me tremendously.




REHM: But Finsterwald.

FINSTERWALD: I was listening to Dick's remark that
there's nothing in it for a politician to investigate this. 1
would disagree with that. 1 would think an ambitious congressman
or senator could easily ride into the White House if he were to
investigate this issue properly, because I can't think of a
single issue that gets somebody the name recognition that this
one does.

So if somebody took this on as a crusade, if they lived
through the crusade, I would think it would be an open way to get
to the White House.,

REHM: I want to go back to Gary Shaw's comment that he
believed that had the investigation itself actuaslly taken place
.in Dallas and been deslt with there, wrapped up there, that we
would have gotten some answers far more quickly and appropriate-
ly. Considering the fact that the President had been urged not
to go to Dellas to begin with, that Lee Harvey Oswald was shot by
Jack Ruby in Dallas, why would you, or do you, support Gary
Shaw's statement that, in fact, it mlght have been wrapped up in
Dallas?

‘ FINSTERWALD: Yes, I agree with that completely. For
example, I think that the autopsy done at the Naval Hospital
here, either by accident or on purpose, was one of the worst in
" any msjor case l've ever seen. And I certainly think that an
autopsy done by the coroner in Dallass would have gotten us much
better physical evidence of how John Kennedy was shot.

Also, I do not believe that it would have been as mired
down in politics as it was here. It was pretty much dictated,
- the Warren Commission was pretty much dictated by President

Johnson, in his desire to see that the investigation ended before
the -- well before the election in November. So he was constant-
ly pressuring the commission to break off its investigatiocn and
. reach some conclusion,.

-BILLINGS: I think that's 8ll true. And I certainly
support the specific point that Bud just made about the sutopsy.
It was a big mistske for those people in the. Kennedy party to
haul the body out of Dallas, as they did. Even though it seemed
to be justified at the present time, it turns out to have been a
terrlble mlstake.

"However, even with the, perhaps, "the botched autopsy, or
certainly the poorly performed autopsy, and the other ways the
physical evidence was presented it still could, with the proper
“inclination of the people-in charge of the investigatlon, have
‘turned out another way.



It wasn't lost just because they pulled it out of Texas,
although that's an 1mportant paint.

- REHM: Considering the fact that this poll does reflect,
perhaps, the thinking of a great many Americans, I'm still struck
by how many people recall, to the moment, where they were, what
they were doing. VYesterday I walked into the grocery store, and
without any preamble the checkout cashier said to me, "Can you
believe it was 20 years ago thst this happened?" and began
telling me what his feelings were and where he was on that day.

‘Considering that fact, it does interest me that there
has not been greater public pressure to see that more is done
about this. You taslk about the politicians, perhaps they had
reasons to wish that the investigation were over.  But is it s
public distaste to continue to deal with the tragedy that has not
- provided the impetus for & resolution?

Gary Shaw, what are your thoughts?

SHAW: Disne, I think the real problem lies in the lack
of media sttention to the real facts surrounding this case. More
often than not, what we have presented to the American people are
half-truths, un -- a truth that really has not been looked at by
the writer or the commentator. They're really not had the time
nor the ability to spend on the investigation or looking at the

"true facts surrounding this case. And the watchdog of our
society, I believe, is the press, the media. And until they take
a Natergate-type stand with this situation, we'll never alert and
interest the Amerlcan people in it.

BILLINGS: I'd like to eleboraste on that, and make
another point &8s well, if I may. It won't take very long.

I think there's more than just a press not being
interested. 1 think much of what's written in the masjor news-
-papers and that appears on television is the work of people.
who've been around 8 long time and should know better. But
they've taken positions in the past, and continue to stand on
those positions, which in the book jacket -- on the blurb of a
book jacket of a recent book called "Oswald's Game, "Tom Wicker
of the New York Times comes out and says, "I never did believe in
conspiracy, and now it's proven that there wasn't a conspiracy.”
In other words, it's more of an act of denisal. :

I'd also like to say, in your answer to your question
about why the public seems to be of a who-cares attitude, I spent
last night up at the University of Delaware with a couple of
hundred students, and we got into this subject. And I was told
by them -~ and I think they're more representative than 1 may be.
These are people who were very yeung but do remember, as very



young children -- there were not just all undergraduates there.
And the point was made that back in the mid-'70s there was this
sttitude among the public to pressure, to -- that's why there was
a congressional investigation. That's subsided now. That's .gone
away. . That is -- the people have sort of said, "Well, they've
taken it as the government's position. There's no more to find
out, and we've fought this long enough."

And we're moving now, I'm afrsid, into the period of the
anti-critic, where people are meking more of & point denying
conspiracy than the people who argue for it.

FINSTERWALD: I would dlsagree with that. I think this
is one subject that is not going to go away, as much as the
government would like it to go away. They've done everything in
the world to discourasge it. The Congress winds up in a situsation
.where they say, "Yes, it was the result of & conspiracy," but
they fell all over themselves trying to stop their investigation
at that point and not look to see who the conspirators were.

There's been & myth in this country for, I guess, ever
since the country was founded that we're above political kill-
ings. Whenever one of our leaders is killed, it's always a one
"nut that does it. . So, the authorities are fairly safe after such
a killing to say a lone nut did it, and people are very reluctant
to look at it. .

Whereas, in fact, I thlnk the United States was probably
the most outstanding banans republic in the world during the
1960s.” We lost a whole bunch of our leaders through murder. Yet
we're never willing to say that these are political killers and
look to see who.caused it and who benefited from it. And there's
still that reluctance today, even on the part of the House of
Representatives. They don't want to know who the conspirators
were. .

REHM: You feel that they'honestly don't want to know
because of the implications of what knowing might have for them?

- FINSTERWALD: I'd certainly say the large majority of
the members of the House sre that way. There may be some
exceptions. But as a body, to leave & murder of this type in the
situation: . "yes, there was 'a conspiracy, but we.don't want to
look at the conspirators™ is:-a hell of a way to . run a railroad.

BILLINGS: What I'm saying, Bud, is that on the one hand
I'm hearing your opinion that a politician who wanted to ride
this issue could take it and, if he had -the courage, pursue it to
4 political benefit. But on the other hand -~ and I'm not saying
“you're being contradictory, but I think I want to clarify it from
a8t least my own mind, and see if you asgree -- having sald that,




which is your opinion, and having also said the issue's not going
to go away, which is your opinion, you're also saying that the
. Congress, which reflects and represents the attitude of their
constituents, is saying, "We don't want to pursue it."

I think I hear you saying both things. One is your
attitude and one is their attitude.

FINSTERWALD: Well, they didn't want to take it up in
1976, but it was public opinion and public pressure that required
them to do so.  But they tippy-toed through the investigation,
and finally, reluctantly, reached the agreement that most of the
critics had reached many yeares ago, that there was a conspiracy.
But then they just closed down.

REHM: Well, thet's what 1 don't understand. Why,
"having found and having agreed to the notion that there was in
fact a conspiracy, why wouldn't that have then been carried on?
Why wouldn't that have been the first step, as opposed to the
last? -

BILLINGS: Well, it should have been the first step.
And I think I have established, and 1 agree, we can have an
opinion. We can also state what we think the opinion of the
polltlcxans and the body politic happen to be.

The reason the House committee shut down is that, plain
end simple, it was givén a certain amount of time and a certain
amount of money. And it fought, it was embattled throughout its
life to even -- even to continue as long &8s it did. It did not
receive the support of the full Congress. It would not have
" received it if it had fought for it.

It's the whole Congress that's responsible for that
investigation shutting down. And &s unfortunate as that may have
been -~ and I believe it was unfortunate -- 8ll thsast investiga-
"tion «- and I was part of it -- really was a preliminary investi--
gation.  We kind of set the stage of where to go. Then we were
ready to start an investigation which would have included & field
investigation, going to the places where we thought there were
leads that could lead to some -- could mean something.

Instead of being sble to do that ourselves, or to have
the committee do it, our alternative was to recommend that the
Department of Justice pursue it further. I wasn't blinded by the
reality that that probably wasn't going to go anywhere, but there
wasn't another alternative. There wasn't an alternative to that.

REHM: Gary Shaw, would you like to comment?




SHAW: Well, I agree with Bud that, politically, they --
well, almost agree. They more than tiptoed through the evidence.
I think they sidestepped a lot of the evidence. I think they
never really addressed, this last committee never really address-
ed the ‘taintedness of the evidence that they reached their

conclusions on, for instance, the autopsy, the bullet fragments
- and trajectory, and all of the things that they said that
pinpointed or pointed toward Oswsld's complicity in the assassin-
ation. And then they tske a8 very -- and what I consider the very
weakest evidence, and that is the acoustical evidence that
finally said that there was a shot from the front. 11 predicted
back when they first came out with that that that was a wesk link
and that the national press would, when it was finally discovered
that it was a weak link, would completely do away with the
conspiracy findings of the committee.

. And in actuality, the evidence is much, much stronger,

if you look at it, that there was a shot from the front, hence a
conspiracy, which has never been addressed by the national medie.
And until they do and until they put it on national television
and in the medias scross America, the evidence that points at =a
rifleman or a gunman from the right-front of the President, and
put it in detail with eyewitness reports and so forth, then the
- American people are not reslly going to holler, because they're
still listening to the newsmen who say -- or who pooh-pooh the
conspiracy.

REHM: 1'd like to have your comments. And obviously,
this is going to be in the realm of opinion, or indeed specula-
tion. But what is it, Bud Finsterwald, that you believe the
Congress, and perhaps even the press, may be afraid to learn?

FINSTERWALD: I think that they are very fearful now,
but were even more fearful in 1963, of the unholy alliance
between the CIA, the Mafia, and the anti-Castro Cubans. These
strains run through all of the evidence. As hard as the govern-
ment tries to put it down, there are these three groups that were
involved in plots to assassinate Castro. And as Lyndon Johnson
feared, it may have backfired and Castro maey have killed Presi-
dent Kennedy. I don't agree with that, but you will find these
three threads running through. ‘

And if. a decision.was made in 1963 that this crime was
going to be covered up -- and I believe such a decision was made
almost instantly -- once that decision is made, it can never be
undone., It's like the little boy that tells the first lie. Once
he tells it, he has to keep on lying. And the government was
committed to .covering this crime up, I think, on the day it
bccurred; certainly within a matter of a few days. And once
"having lied, they cannot reverse field.




REHM: pick.Billings.

BILLINGS: I think it's more complex than that. And
having said that, I hope can back that up in the time allotted.

Lyndon Johnson may well have had the motive to cover up
because he feared that a foreign power would be implicated, and
we would find ourselves in an internstional crisis. It could
have been Cuba. It could have been the Soviet Union.

' I don't think that‘s really what was bearing on Johnson
so much. What I think really csused the cover-up were the
attitudes of the people who were advising Johnson and their

motives, plus the attitude of Robert Kennedy, which I think had .

something to do with what happened later on.

J. Edgar Hoover, the Director of the FBI then, was, for
his own selfish personal and egotistical reasons, convinced and
determined to convince others that Oswald was a lone nut and a
lone gunman; and he was very forceful in trying to persusade
Johnson, and in fact did have & part in persuading Johnson, that
the crime was solved and there wasn't a need even for a Warren
Commission. And when there was & Warren Commission, what was
their evidence? Who were their investigators? They were
Hoover's FBI. ' '

That. certainly, I think, is a very important part of the
cover-up. )

Katzenbach, who was the acting Attorney General, in the
absence of Robert Kennedy after his brother's death, was also
persuvuading Johnson that we know all there is to know, and all we
have to do is form & commission to persuade the people that there
was only one gunman. :

Robert Kennedy, at theat time, right away, was of the
feeling that Oswald wes the assassin, but there might have been a
conspiracy involving.Castro or gangsters, as he said at the time.
Lster on, however, he did not pursue that.

.- He might have been in a position at one point to move
the country. He was a member of the Senate later on. But for
reasons not quite clear, he'did not puah. :

There are many complex reasons that have to go into the
mix here.. :

REHM: Gary?

SHORE: Diane, "I believe if the truth is eéver known
--and I'm one of those that are optimistic. I believe we will
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know the truth. I belive we're closer to it today than we ever
have been -- I believe we'll find out that the people that killed
John Kennedy in Dallas were the same people that had been hired
to kill Fidel Castro in Cuba, and that these same people were
organized and trained by our own Central Intelligence Agency, and
that Robert Kennedy knew of this training and knew of these
assassination plots, as did the FBI.
1

And when orgsanized crime, who I think was one of the
major forces behind that, turned the gun from Fidel Castro to
John Kennedy in Dallas, it completely compromised Robert Kennedy,
the Justice Department, the CIA, the FBI, and our entire govern-
ment. apparatus.” And hence the cover-up all of these years. They
couldn't tell the American people in 1963 that, to quote Lyndon
Johnsaon, we were operating a Murder Incorporated in the Carib-
bean.

So, they kicked dirt over it, &@nd they're still kicking
dirt over it today, I believe, because some of the people that
were knowledgeable of those events and of that plot sre still in
positions of power in Washington and in the nation today.

REHM: Would you go thet far, Bud?
FINSTERWALD: - All I can to say to that is amen.
REMM: Dick Billings? |

' BILLINGS: I don't-have the evidence to support the
first part of that. You can't prove a negative. The CIA
involvement in the Castro plots is certainly clear. But you can
have all of what Gery Shaw said -- the Castro Cuban element, and
1 certainly hold to the organized crime factor -- and still have
much the same result. I just don't have the ev1dence for the
participation of the CIA in that plot.

FINSTERWALD: Nell now, are.you talking about the CIA &s
an organization, or some renegade CIA people? 1 don't think
anybody sat down out at CIA Headquarters and plotted the murder
of John Kennedy.

SHAW: 1 agree, Bud.

FINSTERWALD: But-'Il do think thsast there were some CIA
agents or contract agents, or whatever you want to call them,
alumni, who were involved in the anti-Castro movement, who
‘thought of John Kennedy &s & traitor and. someone that had to be
gotten rid of. .

) REHM: So you're saying that without any official
sanction' whatsoever, you may have had a renegade movement. within
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the organization that acted on its own accord?
FINSTERWALD: Exactly.

. SHAW: Let me give you just one example of that. Prior
to the Bay of Pigs invasion, the word had come down of the
-possibility of a change of heart of the Ameican government in
participating and supporting that invasion. Certain of these CIA
personnel who were dlrectly responsible for the training of the
Cuben exiles for this invasion told the exiles, "Look, if the
word comes down for us not to proceed with this invasion, you
lock us up, and we'll tell them that you just overcame us, and
you go on with this invasion." In other words, "Ignore what the
President of the United Stetes and what the orders say. You go
ahead and go on with this invasion."

BILLINGS: 1It's one thlng to ignore the Pre51dent, and
.it's something else to participste in killing him. I still don't
have the evidence that the agency or former members or renegade
members participated in the plot.

' FINSTERWALD: Well, if we had the evidence that could
prove that, we wouldn't be sitting sround this table todsy. But
there's certainly a great desl of evidence that points in that
direction. We can't come up. with any conclusive proof as to who
did it. I think we will be able to do so in the future. And I
agree with Gary, that I'm optimistic about it. I only hope that

on the 40th anniversary we are not sitting around this table
debating the same questions.

. SHORE: Let me give you, again, just an example of this
participation. '

REHM: All right.

SHORE: In 1961 -- and we have documents that support
this -- our CIA put into operation against Cuba what they called,
by cryptonym, their ZR Rifle program. The ZR Rifle program was
basically the assassination apparatus of our intelligence agency.
The principal agent -- not the principal agent, but the chief of
that operation was & man by the name of William Harvey. The
principal agent of that operation was a man known Tor his ability
to do destardly deeds. His cryptonym, and his name is still
unknown to us, his cryptonym - was Q.J. Wynn (7).

"All of this was involved in the training of Cuban exiles
in terrorism, in assassination toward Fidel Castro. And I
believe it was-these rogue elements, because of the traitor
--they considered John Kennedy a traitor with regard to Cubea
--that turned it around and pointed the. guns at Dallas.
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REHM: J. Gary Shaw, who is 8 longtime critics of the
Warren Commission and the officisl version of the assassinsation.
He is ‘the author of & book called "Cover-up." He's on the phone
with us from Cleburne, Texas, ‘

Here in the studio is Richard Billings, and he was
- editor of the House Select Committee report on the assassination
and the coauthor of & book calied "The Plot to Kill the Presi-
dent."™ And Bernard Finsterwald. He is the author of a book
called "The Assassination of JFK: By Coincidence or Conspiracy?"
He is an attorney here in the Washington asrea and a long term
watcher of this whole process....

For those-of you who may have joined us a bit late, we
are having 8 two-hour special this morning, the Kennedy assassin-
ation after 20 yesrs....

It seems to me thast the volumes of evidence in this case
obviously make many, many different theories about who was
responsible for the death of John F. Kennedy possible. Hss there
been a great deal of new evidence which has developed gsince the
report of the House Select Committee?

What would your idess be, Bud?

. FINSTERWALD: 1 don't know of a great deal of new
evidence. There have been many attempts to develop certain leads
. which we've been following, -and a number of freedom-of-informa-
tion suits have been filed. These, almost universally, have been
unsuccessful, and relatively little progress has been made.

We have been actively pursuing &8 couple of leads which
donot depend on the U.S. Government. For example, there is one
lead that was followed by the House committee unsuccessfully
which involved the possibility that the hired gunmen in the
killing were graduates of ‘what are known as the 0AS, or the
Algerian-French group. These were people who were intent on
assassinating de Gaulle because he gave Algeria away. They were
" trained sssassins. There were two or three thousand of them
roaming the world, and they were available.

We have made some progress with this lead because for a
short period of time we were.able to get a good deal of informa-
tion from the French Government. They, too, have not clammed up.
So neither the French nor the U S. Government is willing to help.

REHM- There are some fascinating details, coincidental
though they may be, in regard to the purported exit of the fellow
who might have been a suspect.




13

FINSTERWALD: Well, we've been able to find out that
there may have been three French terrorists in Dallas rather than
one. And in fact, there's very strong evidence that two of those
three moved on after that event to Mexico City. And the reason
they were going there is that Charles de Gaulle was going to make
a state visit there in March of '64. And we found out about this
because the French were terribly worried about de Gaulle's life.
There were some 33 attempts on his life.

And I found out from a longtime graduate of the 0AS thst
they did, in fact, send three people to Mexico City, in an
attempt to kill de Gaulle. And we think two of the people that
were in Dallas went 'on to Mexico City. )

But these things could easily be run out. We could
.either prove that they were valid, that these leads are valid or
- not, if the government would help. But they're withholding a
whole stack of materisl on this, and the U.S5S. courts will not
force them to divulge. ‘

REHM: Speaking specifically of the one about whom I've
seen some material written, Jean Rene Soutre (?), is he still
alive? '

FINSTERWALD: He is'alive. And if you want to read
about him, you get this week's National Enquirer, or last week's
" National Enquirer, and there's an interview with him. And he
says that, yes, he thinks there was a French connection, but he
blemes it on a lifelong enemy of his, a man named Mertz (?), who
was a great drug trafficker.

REHM: But the problem is that wasn't Soutre using the
name Mertz for a time?

FINSTERWALD: Or vice verss. They used each other's
names, as near as ] could tell, when they were going to do
. something, on the theory that if they got caught or if there was
a lead, it would lead to their enemy rather than to themselves.
And I would ssy that either one was capable of being involved in
it.

And there's the third one in this trio who's now an
American citizen and lives in New York City, but no one can get
near him. - You can't see him, you can't talk with him, you can't
interview him. He's completely incommunicado. -

: REHM: © Soutre left the country the day after the
.assasssination, a very hasty exit?

FINSTERWALD: According to & CIA document, he was
deported by the United States Gaovernment within 48 hours of the
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assassination. But that is the only document in that series that
we've got. We got that by mistake. All the rest of them are
classified top secret, and we can't really get to the bottom of
the three Frenchmen in Dsllas that day. :

REHM: Dick, any comments on that?

1

BILLINGS: It's fascinating but frustrating to have
private theories which certainly hold some water. But the
frustration is in the fact that while they remain private
investigations and without any help from the government, they're
not going to go anywhere., And at the same time, we have ~- I'm
depressed about what the prospects are. I think it's evident
that I'm not as optimistic about the future of this case.

REHM: Yeah, it's interesting, because I hear the

.difference between your conversation and Gary's and Bud's in thsat
particular regard. )

BILLINGS: Oh yes. Oh yes. I'm not nearly as optimis-
tic as they appear to be that there's going to be this break-
through, that we're going to renew, reopen -- five years from
now, I understand, the 22nd of November fslls on a Fridsy. So
that'll be quite a8 dste to remember, 25th anniversary. I think
we'll still be beating our heads against the wall then.

I'm pessimistic about this. The stonewalling that has
 gone on, the lack of cooperation, the disinclination in the
government seems to have pretty well worked.

REHM: Gary Shaw, you have also been interested in the
rumor that continues to persist about an Oswald double.

, SHORE: I've worked for a number of years on that
particular sspect. If your listeners remember, there was much
evidence that someone was planting evidence that would later
point the finger at Lee Oswald as being the assassin. I'm
talking about having & scope mounted on his gun at a local gun
store, going to & rifle range and crossfiring at another individ-
ual's target; and when the individual got angry with him about
it, this guy made a big to-do about that. There was the used car
dealership where he took a fast ride down the Dimins (?7) freeway.
And there's the visit to the Cuban lady, Sylvia Odio, in Dallas;
and mention is maede of Oswald, and he said, "He's a little bit
crazy and he could kill the President,™ and this sort of thing.

"When the Warren Commission looked at all of this, they
discarded it because Oswald, during all of these activities, was
allegedly in Mexico. Primarily, that was the gist. But as it
“turns out, we'ye.discovered that .there was a young man that
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admltted in 1964 to a reporter that he was using the name Oswald
in a gun-running operation to the Cuban exiles. His partner in
that affair wes none other than Jack Ruby. And one of the things
" that Jsck Ruby wanted to keep from the Warren Commission, and
told his attorney that he wanted to keep out of it, was his
- as-sociation with a man named-Davis.
1

Well, the FBI said they could not find him, and evident-
ly made no attempt to, because & very fine writer by the name of
Seth Cantor (?) had no trouble at all in finding him, and
interviewed him in 1964 and learned a little bit about him.

The key thing, I think, is that this man was associated

with Jack Ruby. He was &n Oswald lookalike. He was very fond of -

guns &and gun ranges. He was & gun-runner. He was using,
.admittedly, the name of Oswald in that operation. And to make a
-long story short, he ends up being arrested in Morocco shortly
after the assassination because he has & letter on his person
telking asbout the Kennedy essassination and Oswald, and he also
~ie accused of running guns to this same French faction, the O0AS,
that connects with John Swetzrun (?7) and Michael Mertz and
Michael Rou (?).

It turns out that after his arrest, he is released from
that opera -- from that imprisonment, or the arrest, by none -
other than the principel agent of the ZR Rifle program of the
"CIA, Q.J. Wynn, who we discussed briefly a while ago.

REHM: So there are all kinds of ins and outs that
s1mply could have a link or could perhaps be simply coincidence.

. What about the recent exhumation in 1981 of Oswald's
body? Was that also in line with this thinking that, in fact,
there might have been a double?

SHAW: In my opinion, no. I think that's one of the
unfortunate things that got & lot of media attention back a.
couple or three years ago and never should have happened. I
believed then and I believe even more strongly now that it's Lee
Oswald buried in that grave.

Really, what needed to have been investigated at that
time was this other false Oswald situstion, not . who's buried in
Lee Oswald's grave. But let's look at Mr. Tommy Davis Jr. and
his connections to organized crime, to Jack Ruby, to Dswald, to
the Cuban exiles, and to the. assassination apparatus of our own
government, the 'CIA. 4

FINSTERWALD: I would certainly agree that the exhuma-_
tion of Lee Harvey Oswald 'was a big waste of time and a negative
thing. . : ‘
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I was listening to Gary recite some of the better-known
things thst we know. I personally believe that. we have in our
knowledge today the necessary facts to break the case. I'just
don't think we're smart enocugh to put them together. I don't
think we need all that}much more in the way of factusl informa-
tion. . .

One thing that would be of enormous help, but we've
never been able to do, is to use a computer in trying to solve
this crime, where various and sundry people were at 8 particular
time, and the ties between all of these people. But trying to
keep 8ll of this straight in your head and then sort it out has
Just been more than any of us have been able to do.

REHM: How much time do you spend on it, Bud?

FINSTERWALD: Oh, nights and weekends. Sometimes at the
office, because we're running some 30 or 40 freedom-of-informa-
tion ceses, which take some time. But it's mostly sn avocation.
And as someone said, it's also an addiction, an obsession. I
would certainly agree with that.

REHM: Are there other people around the country working
as actively as you in trying to find & solution to this?

_ FINSTERWALD: Oh, there are many of them that are
working a lot harder than I am. I'd say that there are probably
between 50 and 100 people working seriously at it at the moment.

REHM: And you do remain optimistic that some break
along the line is going to come.

FINSTERWALD: Either some dramatic break will come, like
somebody crawling out from under the woodwork and telling us what
happened, or just nittering at it long enough and keeping up the
pressure long enough., I think we'll find out. It took some 70
years to solve the Lincoln assassination. It's now pretty much
solved. And they didn't have the Xerox machine or, tape recorders
or any of the modern things in those days.. And I think, with the
advances in science and the persistence of the critics, that
we'll unw1nd it in due tjime, .

'REHM: What would it take in terms of money?

. FINSTERWALD: The only real use -for money would be in &
congressional investigation, There's been a lot of hue and cry
that we spent some $5 million investigating this case. This is
. less than one airplane costs for the militsry.

It's not the money that has stopped Congress from doing
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this, it's fear that's done it. There are many, many congres-
sional investigations on much less dramatic and important
subjects that have cost many times what this one has cost. 1It's
~using the power of Congress, not a question of money. If we use
the subpoena power and require the government to give up every
piece of paper it's got, without deletions, we'd be a long way
‘toward solving the crime. ;
) )

REHM: Do you think -- at this point in our history,
what do you suppose would be the usefulness of knowing?

FINSTERWALD: I think it would restore a great deal of
1ntegr1ty to the U.S. Government, and I think it would restore
some of the loss of support that the public gives to the govern-
ment. The people of this country sre very skeptical about how
their government operates and when their government's lying to
them and when they're telling the truth. And I think we could
‘restore some of the confidence if we were to go at this investi-
gation honestly.

REHM: Dick Billings? . t

BILLINGS: Well, &8s I said earlier, one of the -- the
second tragedy of all this is the death of candor in American
political life. And certainly there's a reasonfor pursuing it.
But why is it not possible -- 1 would like to argue for pursuit
of some of the points that were established by the congressionsl
committee, which seem to be dlsputed now both by the forces of
the government who want to end it =all and by Gary Shaw and Bud
Finsterwald, who want to go further and have these other theories
~- as- 1 said before, fascinating but frustrating. It would cost
in the neighborhood of $500,000, certainly no more than a
-million, which sounds like a lot of money, but in terms of
government appropristion...

REHM: Relative terms. Absolutely.

BILLINGS: ...relative terms, to really understand what
went on on that acoustics tspe. That has been called, now, 8
weak link. It really was the basic piece of scientific evidence
that the committee based its conclusion, the .congressional
committee, the House committee, of conspiracy.

That tape is being pooh poohed on sll sides, which is a
very big mistake.

FINSTERWALD: Isn't that the Rosetta Stone?

: BILLINGS: No. Well, that -- look, that -- let me- talk
about that tape for a minute. . )
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We're now left with the argument by the government, by
the Director of the FBI that a flaw was found in the examination
of that tape by the experts retained by the House committee. 1
say the jury is still out on that. The experts, who had nothing
to gain and everything to lose by being wrong, determined they
heard those four shots.,

We recommended that the tape be further analyzed. And
we got the answer back that becasuse of something called the
Barber inference or the Barber whatever, that they were eble to
hear voices on &8 -- there are two channels at work here, and
hearing &8 voice on one channel and matching thet with the other
channel led them to believe that the shots that were discovered
by our experts happened, occurred at a different time, a minute
later, and a different plsce than they would have. Our experts
have been studying that conclusion, and find it inconclusive, and
_that that so-called inference may not exist.

And until we know that -- and that would not take very
much to figure out. That could be done very inexpensively -- I
think it's wrong to just dismiss thest acoustics evidence, because
that is a hard piece of science thet I have -- I have a lot of
faith in that.

REHM: Gary Shaw?

SHAW: Let me clarify. When I csalled it the weak link,
.1 didn't mean for an instant that I disbelieved that those shots
are on that tape. I happen to be one of those that believe that
they are. The problem and the reason it's & weak link is because
the analyzation of it is so subject to opinion. And we've got
the opinion of one group of scientists that I believe were a
little bit more independent than the government group of scien-
tists that came up with the latter opinion.

All I'm saying is that to buttress this, and the thing
that's never put forth to the American people, is the enormous
evidence of & shot from the front by the eyewitnesses, the
earwitnesses, the movement of the President in the limousine, by
the people, the police officers who ran to that area, by the
women and people screaming and sasying, "They're shooting the
President from the bushes."” All of these things buttress that
tape. - . . '

And all I'm sayingqis that's a weak link because it's so
subject to the opinion of the various scientists.

. REHMq The other aspect of the record that we have of
that hideous incident is the Zapruder film. And that has been
- studied over and over and_ over again.
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Is it also interesting that the woman called "the
babushka lady" and her film has never quite shown up, and yet we
seem to have & photograph of her taking fllms7

' SHAW. I'll be glad to talk about that because 1 have
interviewed the babushka.lady-

REHM: All right.

SHAW: I found her.in asbout 1969 and got the full story
of her film. She is seen in other films taking this motion
picture of the motorcade and of the President being shot from a
position opposite of Abraham Zepruder.

REHM: Yes.

SHAW: A position that, it's said in an FBI memo which
mentions here, not by name but by her position and her being seen
in other films, says thet the schoolbook depository and the
grassy knoll would be in her view.

When I found her she told me that shortly after she went
back to her place of business, which happened to be next door to
Jack Ruby's club there in Dallas, another club, she was visited
by two men who introduced themselves as either Secret Service
agents or FBI agents. She doesn't remember which. She was 18
" years old at the time. They asked her for her film, or they said
they understood she had taken'a film. She said that she had, but
that it had not been developed. They told her they would take
the film and develop it and return a copy to her and keep a copy
for them to study. She's never seen the film since thst day.

Later on she married a very high-ranking member of
organized crime there in Dallas and, of course, forgot all about
the film. He was killed in a gangland slaying shortly before I
met her in 1969, and she talks freely sbout it now.

. This evidence was given to the committee. There was
even rumors that they had found the film, but I don't know this
for certain, But it's an important film and one that the
government knew existed but never went after.

REHM: Dick Billings.

"BILLINGS: I don't know that it was -- I have not any
knowledge that it was found by the committee. I know about the
atory up to this point. I do not know any more than thsat.

REHM: Bud?

FiNSTERWALD: I don't know anything about-it,"But 1



L.

20

think somebody -should comment on the fact that when the House
committee was set up, one of the major purposes was to make as
much knowledge available to the American public as possible. VYet
when they closed down, the chairman of that committee ordered
that the record should be sealed for 50 years.

So, we're in worse shape ‘with respect to the House
committee records than we are with the Warren Commission records,
which at least some of them which are available under freedom of
information. The House committee's material is simply locked up
for 50 years, period.

REHM: I'm interested in Gary Shaw's comment that the .
husband of the babushka lady was killed. It seems to me there
have been a great number of killings somehow, distesntly or
. closely, related to this particular csase.

You're smiling, Dick Billings. In your mind, perhaps it
is totally.reasonable, totally coincidental. I have questions,
And I would think a great many people would have questions.

BILLINGS: I'm smiling because the number of killings
. isn't what persuades me nearly so.much- as by picking and choos-
ing. I think some of the deaths that have occurred since the
assassination have some relevance. But this all goes back to &
book by Penn Jones and arguments since then that there's much
‘more than coincidence to the.number of people killed or who have
died in some mystericus way.

The number, I don't think, is that unusual, considering
the period of time and the part of the country these people work
or their line of work. On the other hand, the death of David
Ferry in New Orleans continues to interest me, because I don't
think he died the way it was said he died. '

1 think there are a number of these deaths that are
worth looking at without having to accept the whole idea of the
mysterious deaths.

FINSTERWALD: I would certasinly agree with that. I
think that some of them are quite pointedly connected with the
assassination. A man named George de Mohrenschildt, who wss
under subpoena by the House committee, either was killed or
killed himself within a matter of hours when he was informed that
.an investigator was coming up to talk to him.

The number three man in the FBI, who had retired and was"
to appear before the House committee, was .living up in New
~ England. He walked out. on his back porch one morning and was
shot through the head by a deer hunter who mistook him for a deer
" on his back porch. .
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Another man who was a member of the Mafia was killed,
dismembered, put " in a barrel with cement and chains. They could
hardly label that & suicide.

" But I agree with Dick. It is not important, the exact
‘number. But there's been a great deal of violence connected with
this investigation. )

REHM: Gary Shaw?

SHAW: Well, I think one of the unfortunate things about
that -- and 1 agree with both of these gentlemen -- the unfortun-
ate thing is that got & lot of asttention in the various medis,
especially like the Enquirer and other books, the strange-death
theory; and I think it scared an awful lot of witnesses into
silence. .

FINSTERWALD: Well, it should hsve scared them into
silence. '

REHM: So, you feel that there are people out there who
know more than they are willing share, simply out of fear.-

SHAW: 1 certainly do.
REHM:  Would you agree with that, -Bud?

FINSTERWALD: That‘s speculation, but there's every
evidence to that effect, because volunteering to talk on the
subject has not proved to be very healthy for those who have
tried it in the psast.

REHM: What about your own personal situation? Have you
ever had any concern about your relentless pursuit on this case
and whether there might be some danger to your own life?

, FINSTERWALD: 1I've never really seriously thought about
it. One sort of normal precaution we take is that when any one
of us gets any piece of information that we think is particularly
interesting, we immediately Xerox it and pass it around so no one
person has an exclusive on anything.

: I've had my office broken into a number of times, things
of that type, but nothing in the way of violence.

REHM: How about you, .Gary?

SHAW: I'm not parancid at all. I sleep good at night
and walk comfortably wherever I go. I, like Bud, have had my
office broken into, and-on occasion my files rifled; by who and
for what reason, 1 have no idea.. But I'm open. And like Bud




says, any information I get is shared with st least a dozen other
folks. So I'm not concerned about it.

REHM: All right. We are coming up to the top of the
hour. We are going to take your calls right after the news.
» ' * *
1 .
REHM: Welcame back to Kaleidoscope and to the second
half of the Kennedy assassination after 20 years. During this

part of the program we are going to open the phones and take your
caells. The number to call is 966-8850....

Good morning. You're on the air.

KEVIN WALSH: Good morning, Disne. 1Il've been a fan of
.your program for some time. My name is Kevin Walsh. And I've
also been an admirer of Dick Billings end Bud Finsterwald since
1975 and the responsible work that they've done on this investi-
gation.

My purpose in celling today is to point out something
that has been referred to earlier -- that is, the disposition of
"the working files of the Select Committee on Assassinations. As
Bud had pointed out, they are locked up for 50 years and will not
be released until the year 2028. Somewhat of a spectacle down at
the National Archives, when directly across from those records we
" have 8 comparable record group of the Warren Commission which is
nearly 95 percent available,

There was on April 13th a resolution introduced by the
former members of the Select Committee, the members of Congress
who had the most direct involvement with these records, and that
- resolution does provide for the accelerated release, under
" methodical federel guidelines, of these records. Meaning .that
professional archivists will screen these records and isolsate
that which is classified or needlessly embarrassing to innocent
. individuals, and fulfill that mandate of the Select Committee to

get out the facts as they were best determined.

I did want to just call in and to mention that today, on
the anniversary, that there is some disappointment thst the media
has totally. ignored this congressional effort that has now some
42 members of Congress co-sponsoring. And it is rather sad, 1
think, that the Washington Post has devoted a great deal of ink
to describing people's feelings 20 years ago, but does not
address itself to the problems of today with regard to the
withholding of: these files, and that, in fact, a story was killed
which went into the state of sffairs with this House Resolution

"160. . X -
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_ REHM: .-Oksy, sir. Let's see what the comments are here
in the studio. Thank you so much for your call.

- Bud, do you want to comment?

FINSTERWALD: Yes. I think that this is & splendid
ef-fort by the former members to correct an error that was made
by the chairman. The members of the committee were not consulted
when these documents were locked up. A number of them were quite
angry sbout it. And they've now, apparently, made an effort to
rectify that. Anrd it is my belief that, unless something unusual
happens, this resolution will psss and these documents will be
subject to freedom of information.

REHM: Dick Billings.

BILLINGS: Consistent with what 'I believe since the date
20 years ago, I think every bid of information that can be
brought out should be brought out. 1 think the decision to lock
up the papere for 50 years was a mistake; and in that I part from
my chief counsel, Mr. Blakey, Professor Blakey, with .whom I
subsequently wrote a book. I can stend in sccord with some of
the important decisions of the committee .and disagree with some
of the administrative ‘decisions. And this is one with which I
disagree. :

-REHM: ,..Good morninb. You're on the air.

WOMAN: Your guests and yourself seem to have discounted
the p0531bility of a plenned assagsinstion within a government
agency, such as the CIA, and tried to make it seem as though it
might be more the work of renegade CIA agents. Yet some of us do
not find it inconceivable that such a thing could happen.

As you recall, Madame Nhu, at the time of President

- Kennedy's assassination, implied that he was to blame for the
death of the Diem brothers. I think it has been brought out that"
the downfall of that government was plsnned by our country.

. At the same time, more or less the same time period,
Brazils' Joao Goulart was also brought down by our government
under Kennedy. .

‘Now, when people die, such a&s the Dicm'brothers, under
such planned downfalls of governments, then I would consider that
an assassination.

REHM: All right. Let's see what the comments are.

WOMAN: The thing in Chlle under Salvador Allende, also
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being shot, is- another example of how our government gets
1nvolved in planned assassinations.

REHM: All right. Thanks for your call.
Gary Shaw, do you want to comment?

SHAW: Just to say this: Unfortunately, I think that
our government did get involved in political assassinstion of
foreign leaders. I think the proof of that is well documented.

And as far as saying that they actually perpetrated, all
of these crimes agdinst the individuals she mentioned, I don't .
think we have enough evidence to say that. But just the very
fact that they had an assassination apparatus is disturbing
. enough,

REHM: Good morning. VYou're on the air.

MAN: Of all the books I've read about the assessina-
tion, the one that intrigues me the most was in 1975 cealled
"Appointment in Deallss: The Final Solution of the Assassina-
-~ tion."™ And it was written by & man of good credentials, Hugh
McDonnell (?) who is, I think, Chief of Los Angeles Detectives,
etcetera. And he maintains that he interviewed ‘the man who
actually assassinated Kennedy.

And the reason I'm calling, since the author is of good
reputation, why was it never followed up? Did he write this sas
fiction, or what? )

FINSTERWALD: This was written by Hugh McDonnell, and I
know Hugh McDonnell quite well. And he actually has followed
that up with another book which implicates Lyndon Johnson, in an
indirect way, in the assassination. I personally do not agree
with this. But there's been no attempt by anyone that I know to
suppress Hugh McDonnell's work. He's written & number of books,
and they've 8ll been published and received a ‘good deal of
attention. :

MAN: But why wouldn't people like you three join in
this effort to find this.guy, this Saul, who he claims did the
essassination? '

: FINSTERWALD: Well, we have joined in, and I've worked

very closely with Hugh McDonnell. He had one meeting with the

person he thought was the sssassin.  I'm not certain that the

‘hired assassin may not have been one of the-three Frenchmen we're

> talking .about.  I've discussed this with Hugh McDonnell, and we
are working on it together. i ,
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REHM: Thanks so much for your call.
Hi. You're on the air,.

- MAN: Yes. A couple quick questions. Have any of the
- fingerprints, unidentified fingerprints that were found in the
book depository been cross-checked with any of the Wstergate con-
spirators -- namely, Frank Sturgis? And has anyone ever identi-
fied the so-called Secret Service agent who showed his identifi-
cation on the grassy knoll right after the shots? And were Hunt
and Frank Sturgis in Dallas on November 22nd? :

BILLINGS: -Well, I don't know that the fingerprints have
been checked; therefore I have to suspect not.

_ The Secret Service agent in question has not been
. identified.

There was an attempt -- there.were photographs passed
around of three so-called tramps arrested after the assassination
that were in a railroad car, I believe, behind that picket fence,
one of whom very closely resembled Hunt. And there was a.lot of
curiosity about thst. I believe his claim to have been in
Washington that day has held up.

REHM:  All right, sir. Thanks for your call.
Hi. You're on the air.

MAN: Would snyone like to tomment on Devid Lifton's
oplnzon on the assaessination in his book "Best Evidence"?.

REHM: Gary Shaw,...he wonders whether you'd like to
comment on David Lifton's book "Best Evidence." And 1l gather
there you're talking about the whole question of the sutopsy and
the brain and that kind of thing.

SHAW: My comment would be that David Lifton raised a-
lot of questions that I think are impossible to answer with what
we have right now. I believe that something was done to the
President's body. How, why -- well, I know why -- but where it
was done, and ‘that sort of thing, is very fuzzy to me.

Tﬁat's about the only comment I could ﬁake.

"FINSTERWALD: Well, I agree with what Gary says.
There's 8 lot of leads in the book that you can't really prove
one way or the other. But there sre certain factuasl things which
‘are quite true.. And that is that the President's body wsas
altered before the autopsy. Nobody really knows where .or why.




And the thing that's always intrlgued me was that the
brain of John F. Kennedy has never showed up.

REHM: Well now, hasn't Evelyn Lincoln said that she did
pass that on to one person in particular?

FINSTERWALD: She said she passed on & brain, But when
the body arrived for the autopsy in Dallas, the brain was clesrly
missing. There are photographs of the inside of the skull with
no brain. That brain has never showed up again. Supposedly, it
went to Robert Kennedy, and it then disappeared. But from the
shot .in Dallas that blew his head apart to this day, no one knows
where the brain of John Kennedy is. And it was removed from the
body before the autopsy. '

BILLINGS: I don't have an answer to the brain.

On the Lifton theory of the altering of the President's
body and the Lifton book, I reject the basic theory, based on the
advice that I was asble to get from the medical examiners who were
.consultants as members of a panel retained by the House commit-
tee.

This is the kind of evidence that I, in my relative
ignorance of such things, will rely, if I feel the expert is
objective and has no ax to grind. In this case, Michael Baden,
the chairman of our medical panel, convinced me that there was no
medical alteration of the head wound to the -~ the wound to the
President's head. And on the basis of that, I reject the Lifton
thesis. : ‘

REHM: -Thanks so much for your call.

Hi. You're on the air.

MAN: As you probably know, a Washington psychic made
herself a big reputation by predicting the assassination of the
President. Would any of you know if the talents of any of these
people have ever been used in aolving this case? :

REHM: I'm getting some head-shaking here.

FINSTERWALD: I ‘think the answer is no, they have not
been used, certeinly not by any official group..

~REHM: Gary Shaw, do you want to. comment?
SHAW:* . No. | |
"REHM:. All right-
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That's it, sir. Thanks for calling.
Hi. Yhu‘re on the air.

- MAN: Looking back, I recall, as everyone else does,
-what I was doing. And I first heard over the radio about the
Italian radio was saying that right-wing extremists had killed
Kennedy. And immediately you sensed & national hatred of Dalles
and of the South. And then when I got to a television set, I saw
Chet Huntley very indignantly referring to hate.

.And then, suddenly, when it was found out that Oswald
had -~ his involvement with the Communist front Fair Play for
Cube Committee, there was a complete absence of desire to really
explore the motivation of just what was going on, in my opinion.
Jeckie Kennedy said that this robs. Kennedy's death of -all its
_meaning.

And I just wonder, is this kind of -- the fact that the
political motivation was not what people wanted it to be one.of
the fectors that led to such a poor effort to investigate it?

And I don't have any pet theories. I don't know whether
the Mafia did it. I don't know whether Castro did it. But I do
know that Senator Russell, who probably had about as high as
~-you know, may have been the man of about the highest integrity

-on the Warren Commission, he disavowed the findings of the Warren
Commission.

But, my question agsin, could the disappointed hopes
for, you know, this kind of hatred, to sttack so-called right-
wing extremists, which originelly had been thought to be behind
" the killing, could that be a factor in the sluggard manner in
which this investigation was carried on? )

REHM: Gary Shaw?

SHAW: Well, I don't think that the government would be’
prone to .cover up the fact that it was & right-wing conspiracy or
that it was a conspiracy of the left wing. 1 thlnk what they
were prone to cover up was the fact that there was'involvement on
the part of certain elements that reached into our government.

MAN: Well, yes: I think I can agreese there. There were
embarrassing things because the Kennedy Administration spoke
openly sbout the political assassinations of Diem. And 1 saw
Howard K. Smith sesy that -- you know, the famous quote, that
Kennedy was trying to kill Castro, and Castro got him first. But
some people think that since he was trying to use the Mafia, and
the Mafia wanted to get rid of Kennedy to because of the Ken- -
nedys' prosecution of the Teamsters union, that it was them ’

j
e
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that got him, or Cestro and the Mafia could have worked out a
deal and both of them could have been rid of an undesirsable
element.,

REHM: Okay. All right, sir. I'm going to cut you off

right there, and let's see what the comments sare.
1 .

FINSTERWALD: I think that one of the reassons that there
was an immediate look at the right wing is because events that
occurred in Dalles. Dallas was known as the nut capital of the
country at that time. And shortly before, Adlai Stevenson had
been there and had been spit upon and subject to being roughed
up. And I think the immediate reaction of the public when it did
happen in Dallas was that it had something to do with the right
wing. I think the fact that it took place in Dallas was purely

coincidentsal.

BILLINGS: I think that immedistely after the assassines-
tion, in spite of some of those early statements, because of what
Bud just said, of the sttitude in Dallas, I think the country was
basically stunned. I don't think, really, there was a lot of
public opinion.

I think what's important, though, is what the government
was doing, reacting immediately. And I don't think that has
anything to do with whether it was left wing or right wing. I
think they wanted to calm down the country, and 1 think they had
a number of reasons for wanting to settle it.

REHM: Hi. VYou're on the air.

WOMAN:" Most of the information that I am familiar with
concerning conspiracy theories about the assassination comes from
8 book I read last year by a British journalist, Anthony Summers,
called "Conspiracy,"™ which I'm sure you gentlemen are probably
very familiar with. And I was very impressed by the ~- it took
me about a month to plow through the thing. 1It's loaded with
documentation and it's footnoted to death, and the guy, ®I think,
really did his homework.

One of the things that intrigued me the most is his
discussion of the Camp Street office in New Orleans that was
listed on leaflets that Oswald handed out for the Fair Play for
Cuba Committee. That office, apparently, also functioned as the
headquarters listed on leaflets thst were distributed by a
right-wing group in New Orleans. And if my memory serves me
correctly, Summes raises the possibility that, in fact, both left
and right-wing extremist grops were being used in. some way by the
. people in the CIA to pursue policies and activities connected

with Cuban exiles and Castro and-so forth.




1 wonder if.you could comment on that Cemp Street office
and what we definitely know about it. ,

FINSTERWALD: What you've really raised is the question
of who Lee Harvey Oswald really was. For example, when he went
to Russia, was he a genujine Marxist defector or was he simply an
American agent who pretended to be a8 defector? When he came
back, he worked out of the office of a man named Guy Bannister in
the building that you mentioned. Guy Bannister was a fanatic
anti-Communist. He was formerly an FBI agent in charge of the
Chicago office. .-In that same office you found David Ferry, who
was a fanatic anti-Communist. David Ferry also worked for the
Mafia chief in New Orleans.

So, it's hard to distinguish between Lee Harvey Oswald's
real feelings and real self and the cover that was given him in
"his various activities during his rather short life.

BILLINGS: 544 Camp Street is an important piece of
evidence.- Unfortunately, it has been used in perhaps & more
complex way than it needs to be. There's the theory that Bud
just gave. There was the theory that was presented in the book
by Tony Summers.

There's another theory that is in a current book cealled
"Oswald's Geme"™ that is currently popular that uses -- that
explains these connections between Oswald and the anti-Castros
and the right wing there in New Orleans in the summer of '63 as
his attempt to infiltrate those groups. And the book then comes
to thé conclusion that Oswald still is the lone assassin. .

I don't think you have to go to either direction and
necessarily one or the other has to be true. My own view is that
Oswald was in touch with these right-wing people and that this
has a bearing on the assassination, without it being so compli-
cated.

REHM: Gary, do you want to wrap that up?
'SHAW: I think they've covered it adequstely.

REHM: You mentioned a new book, "QOswsld's Game." I
wonder whether, with the -numbers of books on the Kennedy assass-
ination that have come out, whether the profit motive is there in
trying to keep the multi-assassin theory alive. You know, 8
great many. people, I would ‘think, wonder about that.

BILLINGS: Well, having written a8 book about the
subject, I'm not going to accuse somebody .else of a pure profit
motive., I do know, however, thag if you want to write a book,




the publlsher hes a profit motive, or he's not going to publish
your book. So there is something to that.

REHM: And the public is still absolutély interested
enough to buy books about the assessination.

BILLINGS: Well, it seems to be. We said earlier there
was & who-cares attitude.

REHM: Yeah, exactly.

BILLINGS: But that might & book about Oswald's so-
called game -- I'd like to comment about that book for s moment,
if I may. It is receiving some bit of attention. And that book
takes all the evidence that we know sbout, a lot of which is
denied by the Warren Commission, or it was not used by the Warren

. Commission and has since been denied by its former staff members,
all dealing -- a lot dealing with Oswald's contacts with strange
people and strange places in the summer of 1963, which would lead
one or has lead many people to believe in his participation in a
conspiracy.

. She explains &8ll that awsy by Oswald's simply, as I

- said, trying to infiltrate the anti-Castro Cubans. What she
leaves out entirely, because she writes very selectively, is any
evidence whatsoever asbout Jack Ruby and his connections. And
therefore I think it's an incomplete book.

FINSTERWALD: 1 also might add that if you think that
the Tony Summers book is & complicated book, there is a book
coming out in the spring by a man named Henry Hurt, who works for
Reader's Digest. And most people think of Reader's Digest as a
very conservative anti-Communist organizstion. This book is
going to be violently sasnti-Warren Commission and violently
anti-House Committee, saying that. both groups have failed to
investigate the case properly and that it is crying for investi-
gation, And in my view, it will be the most thorough and
up~-to-date summary of where we are at this time.

- REHM: Henry Hurt was supposed to be with us on this
program this morning. Unfortunsately, his publisher moved his due
date up on him, so that his book now must be completed by the
31st of December. "'And -he felt he simply couldn't take the time
to be with us. But I think it will be a book that a lot of
people are interested in.

) Bud, I'd l1ike your comment on this prdfit-motive aspect.
FINSTERWALD: Well, there have been some three or four

" hundred books that have been published. I think that the aversage
~author makes about six cents an hour for the work that. they put
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in on it. It is true what Dick says, that the publishing
companies won't publish unless they're going to make some money.
But the number of hours, days, weeks, years that has to be put in
- to produce 8 book, it's got to be one of the poorest-paid jobs ‘in
the world.

REHM: Gary, you published your own.

SHAW: I think profit, of course, has to enter into it
to some extent. But I think, by and large, the reassons for the
writing of the books is thst people have certsin thoughts and
certain opinions and certain facts that they want to get before
the people, and the.only way they can do it is to write or appear
on television, or something of that nsature.

REHM: Hi. You're on the air.

MAN: .o+l had sort of an overall question, and that is
that many of the people that I've talked to that still believe in
hte lone-assassin theory very frankly say, well, if you don't:
believe inm the lone-assassin theory, what does that say about the
American system? And it seems to me thst slthough I agree very
much that there seems to be no doubt of the involvement of the
.CIA snd the organized crime -- there's an overwhelming amount of
evidence -- when you say that,.you say something about the basic
myths that most Americans believe in about their system and about
. the accountability of their system. And it seems to me that 20
years from now, when it's well in the past, it might be safer to
expose those myths because they won't reflect so much on how
people then feel about their system.

And I would like your guests to comment on what it means
about the American -- the whole fabric of Americean society that
organized crime and renegade elements of the CIA could actually
kill a President, to have the power to do that.

‘REHM: All right, sir. Thanks for your call.

_FINSTERWALD: I think it's necessary to draw & very
clear line between the crime, on the one hand, and what 1
consider a cover-up, on the other. It may be that the government
and its people had nothing to do with the murder. But I can
imagine the scene at CIA Headquarters at Langley on the afterncon
of the murder when it came over the radio that a man named Lee
Harvey Oswald had been picked up for . the crime, and somebody
punched their computer and out runs a stack of paper six inches
thick on Lee Harvey Oswald. And I think they took one look at
that and said, "Oh, my God! We've got simply to stick him with
‘his cover story and not ever let ‘it be known that he was involved
with U.S. intelligence. .. . :




- As I said earlier, once that decision is made, once you
tell the first lie, you can't reverse course. There's no way you
can do it. '

REHM: Gary Shaw.

SHAW: Well, I think it's important to note that the one
thing that came out -- of one of the things that came out of the
House Select Committee's investigation is that the Central
Intelligence Agency and the FBI did not give all of the informa-
tion that they had to the Warren Commission. And 1 think it's
important to point out theat one of the members of that Warren
Commission was the former CIA Director Allen Dulles. And I think
the intelligence connection of Oswald is very important.

REHM: Dick Billings.,
BILLINGS: I think that the death of candor is tragic,

RgHM: You're on the air.

MAN: I'd like to have your guests' opinion of the ties
between the deaths of Bobby and Jack Kennedy, and perhaps even
~Martin Luther King, as well as the rumors of threats to Ted

Kennedy and the urgency to keep the Kennedys out of the White
House.

. And 1 kind of hsve an opinion about the democratic

stance in terms of our country and the appearance that the
politicians, underworld, and other groups, including big busi-.
ness, hide so much information. There appears to be a lot of
deception. And I'm wondering what that does to the democratic
air.

BILLINGS: The ties are very vague, in my experience, of
the sssassinations mentioned, And thet doesn't include the
thrests to Ted Kennedy. But of those assassinstions mentioned,
the ones that I know that I have been investigated, both the King
and the Kennedy, which were covered by the House committee, a
connection was not found. .

Ags for Bob Kennedy, speculation that he might also have
been a .victim of an organized crime conspiracy- is a subject of
some fascination without proof., .

FINSTERWALD: I might just comment that contrary to
general knowledge, there is an active investigation of the
killing of Robert Kennedy going on right now, based on a number
of factors., I'll just mention two of them, . .

‘One is, is there's a great deal of evidence that there
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were eleven shots fired in the pantry of the hotel, and the gun
that Sirhan had could only hold eight shots. The other is the
. fsct thet the shot that killed Robert Kennedy was fired from

behind and below and at a range of not more then three inches.
And Sirhan was never in a position to do that. And these
physical questions, sas 1n the  John Kennedy case, simply don't go
away., People refuse to let the case go without having it
thoroughly investigated. And that...

REHM: What kind of an investigation is going on now in
regard to the RFK case? .

FINSTERWAiD: This is purely a private investigation,

and it's spurred by a group from Western New England College in =

Massschusetts. And they have spent a great deal of time inter-
viewing people and gathering evidence that's been.ignored in the
" past. I don't know how they're going to proceed with it, but-l
Just wanted to let the listener know.

REHM: What sbout on the caller's question of a link,
perhaps? ' .

FINSTERWALD: There are. certain vague connections
between all three of these cases. It would take me at least 20
minutes, which we don't have, to go into them. 1If the csller
.would like to talk to me prlvately about it, I'll be glad to
discuss it.

MAN: That would be very interesting.

REHM: 'All right, sir. And why don't you call us efter
- the program, call us after 12:00 Noon here on the business line,
686-26907

MAN: Thank you.
REHM: ...000d morning. You're on the air.

'MAN: ...1'd like to take off on the different tack.
And I think the discussion, while 1 appreciate it end it is good,
I think - I'm going to be still angry and frustrated after it's
over. .

-REHM: I'm going to have to ask you to spesk up....

; MAN: 1 was saying that I feel that the discussion is
good, but after the discussion I'm still going to be angry and
‘frustrated. So 1 say after this discussion, where do we go? And
I would like to propose.to your guests that the three of thenm,
along with others, set up a post office box number or same sort.
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of organization where the people can take part and we can have a
people's investigation.

I heard one of your guests say it would take about
>00,000 to a million dollars. I heard another guest say some-
thing sbout computers. Why not give the people a chance to get
into this thing and pursue it, and maybe then the elected
officials will come on board? Using the independent press,
setting up & computer in Texas, setting up one in D.C., feeding
in this information, getting investigastive reporters, investiga-
tive attorneys, and let's move on with it, rather than continue
to discuss it, since we know that our government is not going to
put up the money for it. '

REHM: Okey, sir. Let's see what the comments are.
Gary Shaw, do you want to take a crack a@ that one?

SHAW: I would love to see just that. And there have
been attempts to do that. In fact, Bud currently has just such
an organization set up with his office. Unfortunately, among the
critics, there's never been @ situvation where we could 8ll get
together. And private money has funneled into this time and time
- again. And I know for a fact that Bud has put many dollars in,
as have I and several others. And we'd love to see just that.

But to do that, you've got to have publicity. And how

- to get that publicity is the key.

FINSTERWALD: Let me suggest to the caller, if he's got
a8 pencil handy, that he write to a Dr. Jack Gordon, who is at the
Western New England College in Springfield, Mass. He is in the
process of setting up such a group. And I think that it will
grow into quite a grass-roots movement in the future.

REHM: And that's Dr. Jack Bordon, Western New England
College in Springfield, Massachusetts.

Or. Jack Gordon, you may have a little mail in your
mailbox fairly soon. : '

Good morning. You're on the air.

, MAN: ...Diane, 1 have before me a copy of the Warren
Report. It's the edition published by the Associated Press. I
bought this at the time of the report. And I'm just appalled at
the perpetuation of myths which go on despite the aspects of the
Warren Report. which are purely factusal and simply are beyond
question.

For ihsfance, it was reégntly brought up on this'program.
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a widespread view that the brain of John F. Kennedy is missing.

Well, at page 228, &s part of the autopsy report on the corpse of

- John F. Kennedy, is & very complete description of the brain.
The left hemisphere is entirely intact. Of course, the right

-hemisphere was destroyed by the bullet which penetrated from the
rear and blew it away. |

And that ties in to the so-called grassy knoll business.
The grassy knoll supporters, of course, arque that someone fired
from the right and a little in front. Now, if that bullet had
entered from the right and in front, it would have destroyed the
left hemisphere, which is nevertheless entirely intact in the
autopsy report. ‘ '

Furthemore, you mentioned the Zapruder fllm. Now, I'm 8
. little hot about this because I'm not & professional, but for 20
years I've been hearing this baloney that goes floating around.’

Now, the Zapruder film. 1 remember seeing thet. And
there was a cloud -- this is 8 horrible, grisly thing. There was
g cloud of matter suspended in and sbove &and in front of the head
of John F. Kennedy. It's really quite a coincidence, but the
Zapruder film caught this moment when his brain was suspended,
part of it, as a cloud of fine particles in the air and it was
floating ahead of him; in other words, in the direction of the
-travel of the limousine in which he was riding. .

Now, other pictures show that the breeze was blowing the

hair of the people backwards. And in one of those pictures, just

a moment before,. Mrs. Kennedy is holding her hat, obviously to
hold it &gainst the breeze which is created by the forward
movement of the limousine.

Now, if that bullet was from the grassy knoll, that
cloud of suspended particle matter would not have been in front
~and in the direction of travel.

REHM: ALY right, sir. Now I'd like to give Bud
Finsterwald...

'MAN: And another thing....
REHM: Now hold onjy sir.
‘MAN: No. I want to say...
' REHM: I'm sorry. You're going to have to wait a
minute, or I will simply cut you off. You have said a great deal
and -- go shead, Bud, - ' : :

FINSTERWALD: 1I'd just.make a couple of comments.
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One, ag to the brein. There's no question that a brain
was produced at the autopsy. The real question is who's brain it
.was and what happened to it. Certasin sections were taken out of
the brain. They have never showed up. The brain itself has
disappeared. Whether it was John Kennedy's brain, I don't know.
But it was removed from his skull before it got to the autopsy
room at the Naval Hospitel, which has never been explained.

So far as whether the shot came from the front or the
rear, there was a motorcycle officer riding somewhat to the rear
and to the left, and he was completely covered by the matter from
the President‘'s head, which would indicate that the shot did come
from the right and .from forward.

But you can't go into all of these thousands of factusal
misconceptions on & program of this type., 1It's just not -- we
" Just don't have the time to do it, really. '

REHM: Gary Shaw, do you want to comment?

SHAW: I'1ll just comment real quickly. The gentleman
says he has a copy of the Associated Press version of the Warren
. Report. I would remind that listener that there are allegedly --
and I say this sarcastically, to some extent -~ 26 volumes of
supporting evidence to that report. And the problem with that
report is that they didn't underline for us where they told us a

. .lie sbout what was contained in the other 26 volumes.

. In sddition to those 26 volumes, there is a mass of
material that wes never published and is in the National Ar-
chlves, a portion of which is still classified information and
we're not able to see it.

So, to take that one little report is, to those of us
who have studied the case and studied the evidence and studied
the 26 volumes, is laughable.

REHM: Do you want to comment, Dick?

" BILLINGS: I'm not sure that you have to have the shot
from the right front hit the President's head. The evidence, as
analyzed by the medical panel employed by the House committee,
agreed with the Warren Commission that the shot to the head was
from the rear. The evidence from the acoustics tape does show a
.shot from the right front.

L It is our belief, and it is my belief that there was a

shot, that it was not the one that hit the President in the head,

. which would be consistent wlth what the gentleman was saying on
the phone. '
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REHM: ﬁi. You're on the air.

MAN: +..In the early 1960s, 1 was someone aympathetlc

" to Castro's Cuba, and 1 was familiar with the left-wing groups in

the New York City area, and I guess nationally. And I used to

read & newspaper called the. Militant, which I understand Lee

Harvey Oswald, I know, ;was also a subscriber to. That wss put
out by something called the Socialist Workers Party.

What I'm getting at is that at that time Kennedy and
Khrushchev were pursuing a sort of detente. And part of that
detente, apparently, was an agreement that Castro would pull back
certain revolutionary activities that he was involved in at the
time. I'm not sure this has been on the public record, but
Castro wes supporting revolutionary groups in Santo.Domingo and
Heiti, for instance. He suddenly pulled back in 1963 and began

- to arrest Trotskyites, Socialist Workers Party people, in Cubs.
And this was duly reported in the Militant. )

So, I could slways -~ I've always felt there was
motivation for Oswald, if he was & committed Trotskyite, if he
was, to read 8ll of this and to see that by hitting Kennedy, he
would stop the selling out of what was very sacred to the left --
that is, the Cuban revolution -- that is, the Kennedy-Khrushchev
detente, which was going on at'that time.

That doesn't displace all of the public information
you've got on e conspirscy.” But I aslways felt there was a very
strong, logicsl motivation for 8 Lee Harvey Oswald to go off the
wire and to do what he did.

Would you have any comment on that?

REHM: Gary Shaw.

'SHAWS 1, agein, could not ﬁear him, Diane.
REHM: Bud,.why don't you take it?

FINSTERWALD: I would say that my only comment would be
is that the listener is assuming that Lee Harvey Oswald was in
fact a dedicated left-wing Marxist of some type. There's a gresat
deal of evidence to show that he was not that, but that he was a
U.S. agent- pretending to be'that. And in that case, the Cuban --
Castro's attitude toward the Socialist Workers Psrty would have
had absolutely no effect on this, one way or the other,

. BILLINGS: It's &n intenésting theory. I am not of the
belief thet Oswald was motivated, one way oOTr another, by his
politics. I think there "were other factors’ working.




38

MAN: Okay. Thank you.
REHM: Hi. You're on the sair.

MAN: 1 was wondering what the paneliets think is the
role of insanity and conspiracy combined. It seems like all the
major assassinations have been done by very unsteble people, and
yet they seem to have a politicel motivation at the same time.
How do these panelists view the combinstion of insanity and
conspiracy together?

BILLINGS: You can go through all the -- many of the
historic assassinations of high-level chief executive figures,
going back through the past century, and come up with a number
of them, including attempted assassination of President Roosevelt
in the 1930s, and find that you've got a preponderance of nuts.

If that's supposed to explain Oswald, fine. It doesn't
explein Oswald at sll, as far as I'm concerned. Oswsld may have
been nutty, but he wasn't ~- he wasn't slone and he wasn't nutty
enough to -- he wasn't deranged enough to do it that way. There
were motivations that weren't political, but they weren't just

because he was nutty,

FINSTERWALD: Also, I think if you look at Oswald's
career, whatever it may have been -- he died st age 23 or 24. By
that time, he'd spent 2 1/2 years in Russias, he spoke four
languages, somebody with a tenth-grade education. He did a lot
of things that were interesting and required a great deal of
talent.

So, he'may have killed the President. I seriously doubt
it. But I certainly would not in any wey charsacterize him as a
nut.

SHAW: 1'd say this., It's only in the last couple of
decades that we've been told quickly, before the smoke even
settles aroung the scene, that there was no conspiracy, that it
was a.lone assassin, that the man was mentally deranged, before
any investigation. And 1 think that's rather strange.

REHM: ...Good morning. You're on the air.

WOMAN: I'd like to ask your guests a question, please.
About ten years ago 8 movie came out that was played maybe two
months or three months in the theaters, and then it was like
teken out and you never heard anything sbout it sagain, and it was
called “"Executive Action." And when I viewed that film, it
. certainly convinced me that there was more than just one asssss~-
" in. And'I was wondering "if your-guests could comment on that,
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. FINSTERWALD: Yes. That movie was writtein by a
longtime critic named Mark Lane. I think when the case is
finally solved, much of the movie, either accidentally or

otherwise, will turn out to be true. .

" REHM: What does the movie say? I never saw it.

FINSTERWALD: The movie says that there was 8 concerted
right-wing, well-orgasnized, well-financed, plot to kill the
President. And they left Oswald st the scene as & patsy. And
I'm not sure that 8ll] the details of it will pan out, but I
certainly think that large parts of it will turn out to be true.

BILLINGS: I think that one of the developments over the
years that has made it more difficult is the fictionelization,
either in intended form or maybe miaintended. I think that hurts

more than it helps. )

REHM: How about you, Gary?

SHAW: I could not hear the question again, -Diane. But
I assume from the answers of Dick and Bud that they're talking
about the film "Executive Action."

REHM: That's right.

SHAW: And I somewhat agree with Bud. I think when the
“truth finally comes out thast that film would be very, very close
to the truth,

REHM: Interesting.

Hi. You're on the sair.

MAN: Is Mr. Upshaw....

REHM: Hi. You're on the air.

MAN: What ever happened to Jim Gerrison's investiga-
tion, the leakage that was put out before he was ready to take it
to trial? And I think, if I remember correctly, a lot of his
witnesses were eventuslly killed or something happened to them,
" that he couldn‘t prosecute the trial, or couldn't finish it.

. _FINSTERWALD: I had dinner with Jim Garrison not too
long ago. in New Orleans. And.despite the Federal Government's
best efforts to get rid of him, Jim Garrison is an elected judge
in ‘New Orleans. '

And you are correct. His investigation was subject to a
great deal of pressure. He did not -- he was his own worst enemy
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on top of that. But he was not able to get s single out-of-state
witness. In other words, anybody that he wanted to subpoena from
any of the states, inevitably, these were turned down. So he
was, in fact, trying the case with only witnesses from the New
Orleans- area, which was just impossible. There were many things
that went wrong in the investigstion, not just that.

]

But I also very recently was sble to see the ClA's files
on Clay Shaw and the equisite nature of the CIA's attention to
that case. They followed it day by day and instructed their
people to be as disruptive as possible.

REHM: Now, Cley Shaw is no longer living. 1Is that .
correct?

FINSTERWALD: That is correct. Clay Shaw died some
- years sgo. But it was in his file that I found out the exact
nature of the U.S, Government's sttention to the case in New
Orleans. ’ : :

REHM: Do you want to comment on that, Dick?
BILLINGS: Quickly. I‘ll try to do it quickly.

I believe there were two Garrison investigations. One
began in the fall of 1966 and ended in Februsasry 1967, and there
was 8 lot of very valid evidence in that.

I think what happened after that is Garrison purpo&ely,
for fear of retribution, botched his own investigation.

REHM: °‘Hi. VYou're on the air.

WOMAN: Basically, this is my question. Five years ago
we had Mort Sahl here as a commentetory, and he very heavily
believed in Clay Shaw and conspiracy. And ! was wondering how
the commission or how the group feels sbout this.

. REHM: Now, hold on just a minute. I'm not sure they're
terribly clear here. And if you could speak up, please.

.- WOMAN: About five years ago, the Washington areas had a
commentator, and well-known comedian, Mort Sahl. And during his
time, he talked quite a bit sbout Clay Shaw and conspiracy. He
also wrote a book. And I was wondering if there is aeny truth to
this, or if any of what he has stated is valid -- in other words,
8 conspiracy, they worked out of New Orleans, and Clay Shaw was
involved with the investigation. .

‘BILLINGS: Well, I believe that the government was
‘closely monitoring the Garrison investigation, and probably did
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anything it could to impede it. I also believe that Clay Shaw
had ties that would have been embarressing to him and to the
government.

© 1 do not believe, however, that Clay Shaw was involved
. in the assassinstion.

1
WOMAN: Oh, I don't feel that either, necessarily. It's
just that I was wondering if anything that came out during that
investigation indicsted that there was a conspiracy, or what
basically came out of that? '

BILLINGS: -Very much.so. The early part of the investi-
gation established the link between Oswald and David Ferry, David
Ferry and Carlos Marcello. A lot came out that was very valid in
the early part of the Garrison investigation.

FINSTERWALD: Two interesting things about Clay Shaw
thst are probably not known. One is that he was a consistent CIA
informsnt. They used him as one of their major souces-of
information in New Orleans. And second was he was the only U.S.
member on the board of directors of an ultra-right-wing European
group who financed the very French assassins that we suspected
were in Dellss. .

So, agsin you get these odd connections that you can't
-do anything with.

REHM: Gary Shaw?

SHAW: .I would salso point out -that Clay Shaw has been
definitely linked with David Ferry, who is definitely linked to
" Lee DOswald, who's definitely linked to Caerlos Marcello. And

whether Clay Shaw was a conspirator, I have no knowledge of.  But
there was a lot of smoke. :

REHM: Good morning. VYou're on the air.

‘MAN: One aspect of this whole thing that I never heard
talked about was the poor quality of rifle that he chose to use.
We used to -- at about that same time, I was shooting one of
. those rifles just for fun, and we had trouble getting it to even
go off. And we used to joke that it's no wonder the ltalians
lost. But I'm & competitive shooter, and I find it almost
impossible to get three aimed shots in that period of time at a
fixed target, let alone @ moving terget. I just never have
understood why he plcked such -- was sbsolutely the worst choice
of a weapon.

Has anybody ever-'discussed that at ‘all?
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FINSTERWALD: There's been an enormous amount of
discussion of the rifle and the ammunition. No one has ever been
able to duplicate Oswald's alleged feat with that rifle at the
‘range he was firing and the scope he was using. He was 1l inches
off target. JIt's &8 single-bolt-action rifle. It takes between
two and three seconds by the best rifleman to fire it agsin.

1

But even more interesting is the ammunition. The only
ammunition for the rifle available either was World War 11
ammunition from the Italians, which was absolutely worthless, or
ammunition which had been manufactured in this country for the
exclusive use of the CIA. So, no one knows where the ammunition
came from, if . it were used.

But the rifle and the emmunition were certainly not
those of a professional assassin.

REHM: Dick?

BILLINGS: The rifle is very troubling, even though the
bsllistics experts do link the fragments and there is the
scientific evidence that linked the rifle to the killing.

: However, one thing that happened in the acoustics study

that is 8lso more puzzling is that it shows that the first two
shots.were 1.6 seconds apart, which makes the use of that rifle
even more baffling. It is a mystery.

REHM: The whole thing is & mystery. It is obvious from
our listener questions this morning and from .the information
you've offered that a great many questions need to be answered
before we do gt.to any particular conclusion.

In your minds, is there one factor that provides the key
to the whole mystery? :

Bud?

_ FINSTERWALD: No, there is not any one single factor or
any one single fact.

REHM: Dick?

BILLINGS: The murder of Oswald by Jack Ruby is the one
single fector that convinces me thet organized crime was very
much involved in the assassination.

REHM:- And Gary?

‘SHAW : I would -agree with Dick that the key is Jack
Ruby's actions, his complicity, and his connections to organlzed
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crime that the Warren Commission lied to us about.

‘ REHM: Gary Shaw, I want to thank you so much for being
with us.: ‘

And both of you here in the studios, Richard Billings,
whose book "The Plot to' Kill the President"™ was published in
1981, Mr. Shaw's book is called "Cover-up." And Bernard
Finsterwald's book "Assassination of JFK: By Coincidence or
Conspiracy?” was published in 1977.
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DIANE REHM: The assassination of John F. Kennedy has
been called more baffling than any Sheriock Holmes story ever
writften. Motives for the killing of JFK are all over the poli-
tical spectrum. On Monday we heard about the intelligence com-
munities, yesterday the Cuban connection. Today, In part three
of our series, we'll concentrate on the ultra right.

‘With me here in the studio are Bernard Finsterwald,
an attorney and Executive Director of the Committee on Assassin-
ations. Back in 1977 Mr. Finsterwald wrote "Assassination of

JFK: By Coincidence or Conspiracy? Also here with me Is Richard
Billings, coauthor with G. Robert Blakey of a new book called
"The Plot to Pill the President." And on the phone wlth us, from

Cleburne, Texas, Is Mr. Gary Shaw. Mr. Shaw is an architect. He
has been researching and writing about the Kennedy assassination
for over |5 years. He wrote a book called "Cover-up."

* * *

REHM: - Bud Finsterwald, | think that in many people's
minds there i{s not a clear understanding of what we mean by the
ultra=-right. Do you use that term to refer to natlonal organi-
zations, international organizations, local organizations? How
do you use {t7

BERNARD FINSTERWALD: Well, Dlane, that's not a very
precise term, and It is used in a number of dilfferent ways. At
the time John Kennedy was killed, | think that Dallas, Texas was
generally known as the nut capital of the worid. I+ was probably
the most ultra-right, almost conservative, city in the country.
The conservatism Is supposed to have gailned prominence because
of the oil industry In Texas. |I'm not sure that's true. But
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+here were a number of incidents in Texas shortly before John
Kennedy visited there which | think clearly outliine the uitra-
*conservative nature of that community.

REHM: When you're talking abouT.Texas, are you talking
about particular organizations, Gary Shaw, which would fall under
that title of the ultra-right?

GARY SHAW: Well, | don't know whether there are any
definite organizations. TRere are some very Interesting people
in Dallas and In Texas that were very much upset with President
Kennedy's actions, especlally in the oil community, for Instance.
They were upset with his trying to do away with the oil depletion
allowance. There was one big Texas oilman by the name of H.L.
Humt, -now deceased, who was very much an opponent of John Kennedy
and John Kennedy's views, and expounded these by way of books
and pamphlets and radio programs and such as this.

Another real wacko, if you want to call him that, in
Texas was General Edwin A. Walker, an Army general! who was dis-
missed by President Kennedy because he was indoctrinating his
troops In Germany with John Birch Society materials.

So, yes, the right wing in Texas was very active, and,
in fact, was responsible for -- partially responsible for a black-
bordered ad that ran in the Dallas Morning News the day of the
Presidentt's visit.

REHM: What did that ad say?

SHAW: Well, 1t was a big full~page ad that said, "Wel-
come, Mr., Kennedy, to Dallas,” and then went on to say that why --
and asked him questions: "Why is Latin American turning elther
anti-American or communistic?" and listed about 12 things that
they were blaming Mr. Kennedy's Administration with, as being
liberal and .actually communistic in his outlook.

REHM: Dick Billings, what about national right-wing
organizations ltike the John Birchers? Do you put them into this
grouping, as well? Were there concerns, were there motivations,
there on their part, perhaps?

RICHARD BILLINGS: The John Birch Soclety was very
active in Texas at the time, in Dallas in particular. But |
think what we know mostly about the -- first of all, we know
that there were Immediate suspiclions throughout the country that
the right wing -- because it had been in Dallas. We know that
Kenqedy had been publicly criticlized by the publisher of the
Dallas Morning News, a man, ironically, named Dealey. His father,
in fact, of the Dealey Plaza in which Kennedy was =-- the President
was assassinated was named after the founder of that paper. And
Ted Dealey, the son, who then was the publisher, had faced the




President in a meeting in the White House affter -- shortly before
the assassination, after Kennedy had been in office, | think, for
about a year and said that we have a weak sister for a President,
and what we need is, as | recall, a man on a white horse.

The criticlism of Kennedy was that he was weak, and that
connotes weak in the area of anti-commun.ism.

So to get back to your question, yeah, the Birch Society,
the milifant anti-communist wing of the right wing of the country
was decidedly anti-Kennedy, and therefore was suspect.

REHM: What about international, Bud, the World Anti-
Communist League?

FINSTERWALD: | think,K Diane, you'll hear a great deal
more about this later in the program. But we have discovered,
and there's been a great deal of rather obscure literature written
on the subject, of the connections between the ultra-right-wing
movements in various countfries of the world. You will find that
the International Anti-Communist League, World International Com-
munist League [sic] has a member in almost every country in fthe
wortd, particularly in Europe and in Latin America. And we have
branches in this country. '

But you'!ll find that this group was not only violently
anti-Kennedy, but in its ranks had any number of professional
assassins, terrorists, and others. And | think that part of the

interest in this group stemps from the fact that they were so
violence-prone.

REHM: What kind of evidence did these groups have that
JFK was, as you put it, soft on Communism? -

BILLINGS: That's hard, because Kennedy, In the view of
most of us who were around then covering the Administration of
President Kennedy did not see him that way. He was a hawKish
President. He ~-- at least what we knew at the time -~ was facing
down Khrushchev in Vienna or Castro over the missiles.

But these people, It turns out later, were suspicious

that Kennedy was softening, especlally ftoward Castro -- | think
we mentioned that yesterday -~ that there were indications that
he was listening to Adlal Stevenson, his Ambassador to the United

Nations, and was reaching a point of seeking a rapprochement with
Castro.

Any indication that the right wing got of that, which
they were getting from the Cuban activists, would be the indi-
cation, the evidence to them that he was soft on Communism.

And there was also —- the Vietnam War was just getting




started then, and there were already indications that his commit-
ment to fighting Communism In Southeast Asia was not as strong
as these people would like.

REHM: Gary, would you like to add to that?

SHAW: Yes, Dlane. | think that there were many ultra-
right people, in the United States particularly, that really dis-
liked Mr. Kennedy's attitude toward the Cuban situation, what he
did at the Bay of Pigs, the missile crisis. Thought he backed
down Khrushchev, | think there were people of the ultra-right men-
falities who wanted to see Cuba blown off the face of the earth,
and | think they resented the fact that Kennedy handled It the way
that he did. | think they resented the nuclear test ban treaty,
his movement in that direction, and, in fact, his efforts to end
the Cold War, in particular. All, | think, affected the ultra-
right.

REHM: Bud Finsterwald.

FINSTERWALD: | think the one overt act that he took
that just absolutely stuck in the craw of all of these groups was
at the time of the missilie crisis he promised Khrushchev, in ex-
change for taking the missliles out, that we would never invade
Cuba and that ‘we would see that the anti-Castro Cubans did not
do so. And | think this really was the thing that inflamed them
more than any other single act.

BILLINGS: And | can add to it a littie bit, where
Dallas fits In the plicture. Because, as we discussed yesterday,
the Cuban movement pretty much was concentrated in Miami. But
it turns out that there was a flow of people and weapons and
money going across the country from Southern California, where
the right wing Is traditionally strong, following a route through
Dallas, New Orteans, and on Into Miaml, that was -- It was almost
a trai! they ‘followed. And If they got In trouble, they could
hole up at somebody's house In Dallas.

And surprisingly, to me, at least, the amount of anti-
Castro Cuban exile activity In Dallas was heavy.

REHM: Okay. Now, you've talked about anti-Cuba feel-
ings, anti-communist ~-- communism feelings. What about JFK's
attitudes towards the Jews? DIid this enter into It, from your
points of view, In terms .of feelings on the uitra-right?

Gary?

HOAK: Not at all. | think if anything entered into
the ultra-right's mind In this country, it would be as far as
the blacks are concerned, the civil rights movement and the
things that the Kennedy Admlinistration was proposing in that
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or four, maybe half a dozen, the ones that seemed serious enough
to either change a trip plan or to take some ac*ion, l}ge they
did In Chicago and Miaml, as.Bud_just wmentioned. cr

However, those fhreafs were so much like what did even-
tually happen on the 22nd of November in Dallas that the sad
irony is that they looked at them as local threats. |f they

spicked up a threat in Chicago, they seemed to think that that
threat could not be carried to Dalias. And the same with -- the
one in Miami was shooting from a high building. I+ was the exact
scenario, and it was to ~- he went to Miami on the 18Th. That's
four days before he was assassinated. And while iIn Miami, they
did -- they helicoptered him out to the hotel on Miami Beach and
cancellied the motorcade. They took @l! these precautions. But
four days ‘later, they had no -- the Secret Service did not con-
gelve that the same threat posed Itself in Texas.

REHM: And, Gary Shaw, It seems to me that this Is also
connected up with the idea that Jjust weeks prilor to Kennedy's
assassination there was an attack on Adlal Stevenson. So, you
know, that atmosphere that you falk about that must have been
present in Dallas must have been palpable. :

SHAW: Yes, it was. And Dick didn't go a step further.
The FBIl Investigated this man who was propounding this theory of
how the President was going fto be killed from a building with a
high~powered rifle. The day after the assassination, the FBI
lfearned that the man was bragging about It to an Informant, say-
ing that everything ran tftrue to form, "It happened Just like |
said it was going to be. You thought | was kidding." "He was
very -elated with the President's death. And that was the men-
tality of the ultra-right in this country.

REHM: Well, and Indeed; speaking of mentality, what
about JFK!'s? ‘In the face of all this, It seems that he made the
political judgment that it was nevertheless important to go to
Datlas. '

FINSTERWALD: Well, | think in that regard he was pres-
sured a great deal by a number of Texas politicians, includling
the then-Vice Presldent Lyndon Johnson, Kennedy didn't have any

~.desire to go to Texas, particularly in view of what had happaned

- to Adlai Stevenson and others. But he decided to go for, as he
would put it, the good of the party, and | guess for his own re-
election.

BILLINGS: | tend to think more the latter. There have
been @ number of stories about how he went down there to settle
a local feud between the then-Vice President Johnson and Governor
John Connally and the so-called liberal wing of the party in Texas,
Senator Yarborough's wing. The parties to that later ~- Johnson,
- Connally, and | think Yarborough as well -- all denied that that
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REHM: So you're saying that his stand on integration
was perhaps part of this whole anti-Kennedy feeling that the ultra-
right seemed to have.

: SHAW: That's correct. The Ku Klux Klan, the National
State's Rights Party, all of these took ~-- they felt very -- what's
the word | want to say? ‘

REHM: Adamant?
3
SHAW: They hated Kennedy, in other words. They wanted
to kii! him. And, in fact, one party member actually gave a blue~-
print for the assassination about four or five days prior to the
President's visit in Dallas.

REHM: 1'm interested that you said that. | gather that
between March and November of 1963 there were over 400 threats on
JFK's life, that .various organizations l!earned about. There was

a feeling, perhaps, that something was going to happen. Or maybe,
in your minds, 400 threats is not out of the ordinary.

Bud?

FINSTERWALD: Well, 400 threats, | think, probabtly are
not out of the ordinary. But | think the Intensity and the sort
of seriousness of many of fthese threats. For example, on November
the Ist, which was some three weeks before. the assassination,
Kennedy cancelled out on a trip to Chicago which was of great
importance to him politically because there was an active plot
to assassinate him in Chicago, and the Secret Service was not
able to find two of the alleged gunmen. And at the very last
minute, although all of the entourage went to Chicago and they
had a big parade, the President stayed in Washington and did not

go.

And then, In a Trip to Miami Just days before, 1| think
four days before he went to Dallas, they had to change all of the
plans, from a parade to carrying him in a helicopter from one
place to another, because they were very, very much frightened
that he would be killed in Miami.

So these plots were not just the meanderings of the
mind of a few crazy people. These were actually people out phy-
sically ftrying to shoot the President within a matter of days
before he was shot in Dallas.

BILLINGS: Ptus the fact that all we know about these
threats are those that came to the attention of the Secret Ser-
vice, and the 400 is the number that they did actually receive,
of which, however, they really pald attention to very few, three




But at the same time that was going on in Chicago,.
.there was a much more serious plot Involving four Cuban gunmen.
And the Secret Service .mere -ablke to .pound up -#wo -of .those -gun-
ment, but they never could find the other two. And as | sald,
at that time they urged the President not to come to Chicago.
And at the last minute, he did not get on the plane that came
Yo Chicago. i

REHM: Valle was an outspoken cri%ic of JFK.
FINSTERWALD:  And an ultra-right-winger.

But there are literally hundreds of incldents of this
type that take place .against .any President In any one year's
tikme. The fact is, there were two attempts made on President
Ford's life by people who would fail in the same classification
as Valle. They actually took a shot at Ford, but both of them
missed.

But | think that the organized plots of gunmen in Chi-
cago and Miami really are more significant than the individual
what | would consider the lone-nut types. Valle apparently didn't
have any people working with him. It he had shot the President,
it really would have been the work of a lone nut.

REHM: Now, Joseph Milteer (?) was in Miami. Now, do
you look at Joseph Milteer and think of him as a lone nut, or do
you think of him as part of the larger ultftra-right picture?

BILLINGS: He was with the National State's Rights
Party, wasn't he?

FINSTERWALD: Thatt'!s correct.

BILLINGS: As | recall, he was connected to the organ-
fzed right. That gets back to the race issue, primarily. Mil-
teer was not a lone nut, by any means.

REHM: Well, let's talk about Milteer. He called
William Somerset, an FB! agent, and he said that Kennedy would
never be seen again In Miaml, sort of a clear message that -some=-
thing -was going to happen.

BILLINGS: Well, the problem with Somerset is that
Somersent was an informant for the DA's office in Miami. And
without -- not In respect to the assassination, but on another
matter, | had to deal with the people who handled him down there.
He was also an informant for the Miami police. And he was a
little bit unreliable. But the story he told is the one that
was mentioned earllier, where Milteer gave him a scenario. And
I Think this was actually taped, so... :




was significant, and that he went down there, pure and simple,
for his own political purposes. And Johnson and Connally both _
made to me a pretty good ~- the point is, it doesn't really

make a whole lot of difference with respect to the assassination
why he went to Texas.

{ think that he showed no fear, And this may sound
naive now, that Kennedy was just brazen. He was a fatalist. We
know how he felt about assassination because he talked about, "If
somebody wants Yo get up on a high building and shoot me, there's
no way you can stop him." And so even though he probably had
reports about the danger of going to Texas =-- we know he did --
he disregarded them.

And that, in 2 way, is a tragedy because it did cause
him to reject ideas of the Secret Service of motorcycles abreast
of the fimousine, for example.

REHM: Or a bubbletop.

BILLINGS: The bubbletop was planned if it had been
raining. There are those who say the bubbletop was an insigni-
ficant decision because It wasn't bulletproof. On the other
hand, | suspect that had there been a bubbletop, | don't know
what shadows would have done to the view from the perch. The
bubbletop might have saved him. We're not sure of that.

REHM: Gary, do you want to add anything on thlis idea
of why JFK needed to go to Dallas?

SHAW: | think they've pretty well fouched on it aill.
It was political and for his own benefit, though there were some
party wounds from the liberal and the conservative wing. And,

in fact, Mr. Kennedy had to order Johnson and Yarborough to ride
In the same car. There was that much animosity between the two
of them. But | think, basically, it was strictly politically
motivated.

REHM: As in any situation -~ and this is probably the
most complex situation |'ve ever taken a look at -- there are
people involved, thousands of names. And it seems to me that it
might be helpful If we went through some of the names and the
kinds of links they established between the ultra-right and, in-
deed, Kennedy.

One of those -- and this is connected with Chicago ~--
Bud, is Thomas Valle. How does he figure into this whole pic-
ture?

FINSTERWALD: Wetl, Thomas Valle was arrested in Chi-
cago and a gun was found in his car, and he was thought to have
been a threat to the President's life.




FINSTERWALD: | might add It was taped, because | talked
to Somerset and interviewed him, and he played the tape for me.

BILLINGS: This Is the one iIn which he gave: you get
in a high bullding and you can shoot the President in a motor-
cade. It's the one that we've mentioned a couple of times here.

_ And, yes, there was an Investjgation after the assas-
sination of Miiteer, and he was able to establish that he was,
| think, at his home. Where does he... '

FINSTERWALD; Valdosta, Georiga.
Y

BILLINGS: There you go.

REHM: But | guess the thing about this that troubles
me Is that he called Somerset on the 22nd, which was the day that
JFK was assassinated.

BILLINGS: That's what Gary mentioned. Yeah.

:

REHM: ‘He called him that dey, and apparently there was
no attempt to reach the FBI. Or am | wrong?

FINSTERWALD: The FBI was informed of this tape before
the assassination. And then some hour before the assassination,
according to Somerset, Milteer phoned him and said that the Presi-
dent was going to be taken care of that day. And that impressed
Somerset a great deal and he tried o get hold of the Miami police
and tell them of this, but was not able to, according to him.

REHM: Gary, do you want to add to that?

SHAW: Just one other thing. Mr. Milteer actually

called the Informer, the informant again on November 24th -- That's
the day after Jack Ruby was shot, or the dsy that Jack Ruby was
shot -- and said that it was clear now. "Don't worry.”

REHM: Milteer also made the statement that he believed
that Oswald knew that Officer Tippitt was going fto shoot him, and
therefore he shot Tippitt first. .

BILLINGS: There's only the kind of evidence that you
can see after the fact. Oswald apparentiy did not shoot Tippitt
as one who was trying fto escape would shoot a police officer. He
not only shot him -- | believe it was four or five times =-- but
the final shot -- and a wiftfness to the House Committee who ap-
peared for the first time testified that the gunman walked up and
fired the last shot at point-blank range, a coup de grace. And,
in fact, the X-rays of Tippitt showed that one shot was fired in
that direction. So Oswald had reason to want to make sure that
he wasn't just getting away from an unknown police officer. There
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+s an lndlication from the way he murdered Tippitt that he knew
him and had reason to want to away with him.

"REHM: There's :also -an "tnterestling "bank account that
Joseph Milteer established around the end of July of '63, which
was closed after the first of the year in '64, and | gather had
some $12,000 in It before it was closed out. This was not a man
of ‘great means. ’

Gary Shaw, do you have any comment on that?

SHAW: He was not a wealthy man, but he seemed 1o always
have plenty of cash with which to carry forth his ultra-right
attitudes, and actually printed a newspaper in his hometown in
Georgia ‘and expounding his views from that.

REHM: You both imply that he may have been involved in
some raclist activities. Wasn't there some connection between him
and some bombings in Birmingham, Alabama?

' SHAW: Yes, very definitely. There was evidence linking
him to the bombing of the church that kifled four black children
in Birmlngham.

REHM: Was there any attempt to prosecute him?

SHAW: No. And, of course, he died -- fthis later came
out, basically, in the last three or four years. And, of course,
he's been dead for seven or eight.

FINSTERWALD: One Interesting comment was that Jack Ruby
also showed up with a large sum of money shortly before the assas-
sination, too, and nobody knows where that money came from. And
it's particularly interesting in light of the fact that the In-
ternal Revenue Service was dunning him for some $44,000 at the
time. But he did have a large sum of -money very suddenly, and no
one knows where it came from.

REHM: Another in the list of fanatic racists, perhaps,
was Guy Bannlister.

But, how does he figure into this?

FINSTERWALD: Guy Bannister!s role in this is probably
one of the most enigmatic parts of the whole thing. Guy Bannis~-
ter was a very prominent FBIl official. He was in charge of the
Chicago office for a number of years, which is one of the larger.
He left there to become the Assistant Commissioner of Police In
New Orieans, and was dismissed from that office. And then he set
up a private, what he called an investigative service in New Or-
leans, But this turned out to be just a plain everyday intelli-
gence operation dealing with Latin America.




But Guy Bannister had all sorts of connections with
any number of right-wing organizations, including this World
Anti-Communist League. He ran a number of organizations for the
right-wing Cubans in New Orleans. He was the founder of some-
thing called the Anti~Communist League of the Caribbean. But
just any number of right-wing operations were run in New Orleans
by Bannister or his peoptle. :

REHM: Well, | would ask all three of you this ques-
tion. You've got all these names, you've got the David Ferries,
whom we'll talk about in just a moment, you have Guy Bannister,
you have Joseph Milteer, a number of these different people. How
do you link -- where Is the chain that establishes somé connec-
tion, however tenuous, with the assassination of JFK?

FINSTERWALD: Well, as 1've said before, we're too dumb
to put all this together. That's our big problem.

BILLINGS: Having admitted that -- and |'il agree -- |
tend to want to start with Oswald, that question. And | know
that meets with some opposition sometimes of people who come at
this malntaining that Oswald knew nothing.

| tend to believe that Oswald had a lot to do with the
assassination. | would go so far as to say he committed the
assassination. And to prove that he didn't is a lot harder than
to prove that he did.

But | am.also of the school! that believes he was not
alone. And, therefore, if you take that equation to its logical
end, the way to assess the importance of these various people
we're talking about is to see how they. Iink to Oswald.

We don't know the link between Milteer and Oswald.
You do see, possibtlty, a link between Bannister and Oswald, In
That Oswald was in New Orleans In the summer of 1963. He had
stamped the address 544 Camp Street on some of the leaflets that
he was handing out in his pro-Castro crusade. 544 Camp Street
was the address of Bannister Assoclates. Oswald reportedly was
there quite a bit. There's another report that some of these
leaflets were found In Bannister's apartment after he died, not
long after the assassination. And finally there is the link to
Oswald between Bannister via David Ferrie, whom you mentioned a
moment ago and whom we will be talking about."

REHM: Gary, do you want to add to that?

SHAW: Well, 1'd -- of course, |'d have fo disagree
with Dick on the Oswald-did-it scenario. I'm not convinced as
yet that Oswald fired a shot that day. And |I'm going to have to
see more in the next few years than ['ve seen in the past 16 or

17.
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The Oswald 1ink, | think, Is very important. In other
words, Oswald was Involved. He became the one arrested for the
crime, and definitely Is a.link. | think we'd need to look at

several things about Oswald.

_ There were men in Dallas In the time prior -- and in
New Orleans ~-- in the time prior to the assassination using the
Oswald name and planting actualiy what turned out to be false
evidence to point to Oswald's propensity to kill. In other words,
having a rifle mounted with a scope, going and taking and automo-
bile demonstration ride and driving 70 miles an hour down Stimmons
-Freeway In Dallas, weaving in and out of traffic, and saying that
he was going to come Into some money in a few days and he'd come
back and pay cash for it. And all of these things occurring at
a time when Oswald was known by the Warren Commission, in their
investigation, to be in other areas.

So we come up with a-situation, | think, of who Is this
other Oswald? And interestingly enough, in the past couple of
years, we've come across a young man that was actually using the
name and confessed to be using the name Oswald In activities in-
volving gun-running to Cuban exlles and gun-running to the OAS,
the secret army organizetion in France. And this man, ironi-
cally, was a Texan wlth direct links to Jack Ruby and direct
links tfo the Central Intelligence Agency.

So, this was investigated, quote-unquote, very poorly
by the House Select Committee on Assassinations, and, in fact,
just let the matter drop because of lack of time and money, they
say.

* * ' *

REHM: We are looking into questions.relating the JFK
assassination to the ultra-right. And certainly one of the
tfigures who stands out as representative, perhaps, of the ultra-
right, but not necessarily linked to the JFK assassination, Iis,
as someone mentioned earller, H.L. Hunt.

Now, how does H.L. Hunt figure in here? Dick?

BILLINGS: | think Gary is much better qualified to
answer that down there in Dallas. What | know of H.L. Hunt is
what everybody knows. He was extremely wealthy. He once =--
his picture -- the first time | ever heard of H.L. Hunt was in
the '40s when his picture ran in Life magazine, and the caption
said, "ls this the richest man in the .world?  He may well have
been, an extremely wealthy oil billionaire whose right-wing
attitudes were extremely well known and who kind of represents
that sort of conservative thinking.

Beyond that, in connection with the assassination, |
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don't see any very strong !inks.

But as was pointed in what Gary just sald about a sus-
pect using the name Oswald, ! spent well over a year with the
House Committee and I'm sure there are many things that were
missed. And so all | can say to that is let's hear more about
them.

REHM: Gary Shaw, there was an article -- and this
admittedly came from one of these pulp papers -- a statement
made by John Currington, who was H.L. Hunt's aide for some |2
years, indicating that Hunt knew a fair amount more about the
assassination than he Had let on.

SHAW: Mr. Hunt had his own intelligence operation.
A gentleman by the name of Paul Rothermel (?) was actually run-
ning that end of Mr. Hunt's business. And, of course, that in-
telligence Iinvolved everything that went on in Dallas, the oil
industry, and everything else.

Mr. Hunt héd an extreme amount of money, and was very
powerful and very influential.

To tie him to the assassination directly is impossible.
But to tie him to the mentality that possibly culminated in the
assassination, | think, is the only possibility that we have.
He was a real extreme conservative, right-wing individual, and,
as l['ve said before, had no love whatscever for the President and
the President's ideas.

REHM: There were reports that Marina Oswald was seen
at or near H.L. Hunt's office shortly after the shooting.

SHAW: Wel!l, | don't know about that. We do know that
Jack Ruby, for instance, had connections with the Hunt oll com-
pany and with some of Mr. Hunt's brothers, in fact. And we also
know that Mr. Hunt gambled quite extensively at one tlime, and the
gambling interests [n Dallas, fthe gamblers, also close to Jack
Ruby, were involved. ' '

| guess the biggest connection that's come up in the
past few years -~- and the House Select Committee investigated
this -- and that was the alleged Oswald letter to Mr. Hunt that
was written on November 8th, 1963, and said: "Dear Mr. Hunt,"
basically, "l'm concerned about my job and would like to talk
to you further about it.n"

The Dallas Morning News had that leftter analyzed by
three handwriting experts, and all of them said that it defin-
itely was Lee Oswald's writing. The committee was a little hesi-
tant in coming out with that from their handwriting experts.

But whether Mr. H.L. Hunt was the Hunt that Lee Oswald was writing
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to or not is a matter of conjecture, | think.

REHM: H.L. Hunt Jeft Dallas immediately after the
shooting, didn't he, Bud?

FINSTERWALD: | think the interesting thing Is that
he left under the auspices of the FBl. The FBIl, for some reason,
thought that his life was in danger. And he was the only person
that was flown out of Dallas that day for self-protection, appar-
ently. I don't know what that means, but the FBI had some reason
to believe that, because of the assassination, his life was being
threatened.

REHM: Now, being flown out of Dallas and, on the other
hand, being flown out of the country is a figure who does somehow
get worked In here under the World Anfl-CommunisT League. And
who was that, Jean Rens...

FINSTERWALD: Souetre. And that is the subject on
which Mr. Shaw Is. the world's lteading authority. And | think If
would be interesting to the audience if he would explain how he
ran across the fact that this man was in Dallas and why he was
flown out and by whom.

SHAW: Mr. Souetre -~ that's spelled S-o-u-e-t-r-e --

a Frenchman -- Bud had actually received In about 1976 or '77,
under the Freedom of Information Act, about 2500 documents, |
believe. And one small page out of all of those documents, iron-
ically, contained the information, very fuzzy -- in fact, It was
laid aside for quite a few months because it was almost -- you
were almost unable to read it. in fact, it took a magnifying

glass to decipher it.

But, basically, the document, the ClIA document sald
this: +that John Souetre, alias Michael Mertz, allas Michasl
Roue, was expelled from the Dallas area within 48 hours of the
President's assassination, and went on to state that Mr. Souetre
had been involved in an attempt on the life of President Charles
DeGaulle, had defected from the French Army to the secret army
organization at doos with Mr. DeGaulle over Algerlia during the
early '60s, and that they were very interested in him.

In that tittle document, it mentioned that Mr. Souetre
knew a Dr. Alderson of Houston, Texas. And so immediately, |
made a trip to Houston, interviewed Dr. Alderson, who revealed
to me that he did know Souetre, and, in fact, the FBl had fol-
lowed him for about 30 days after the assassination, walting to
see if Mr. Souetre and Mr. Alderson were going to meet there in
Houston. And when they finally approached Mr. Alderson, they
said that Mr. Souetre either killed Kennedy or knew who did.
That was a direct quote from Mr. Alderson.
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And so that got us on the trail of Jean Rene Souetfre.
Unfortunately, we found out that Michael Roue, an allas of his,
and Michae! Mertz, also an allas of his, were both real and indi-
vidual characters. And we began to chase those down. And to
boil it all down,. it comes to the point that Michael Roue Is a
man also who defected, according to FBl documents, to the Algeria,
the OAS bunch. And Mr. Michael Mertz was also a professional
assassin and one of the greatest narcotlics dealers Into this coun-
try out of France. And so we've got three individuals of real
interest here, all of them with the possible capacity to commift
assassination. :

1

And for him to be in Dallas on the day of the President's
killing and to be expelled Is still a8 question mark that has not
been addressed. : '

FINSTERWALD: | think equally interesting is the fact
that the CIA today insists on keeping labeled as top secret all
the documents relating to this whole incident. They were withheld
from the Warren Commission. They were withheld from the House
Assassinations Committee. And we are now in court, in a freedom
of information suit, to see if we can't get these documents and
shake them loose.

We actualliy know the whereabouts of most of these people
today. Mr. Souetre works for a casino in France. Mr. Roue is 1iIn
New York City. Mr. Mertz, unfortunately, we don't know where he
is, but | think he could be located. So far as we know, he's
still alive.

SHAW: At lJast word, he was in Canada.

REHM: Another interesting figure In that same scene Is
Jose Luls Romero. Again, with an Involvement with the OAS.

Bud?

FINSTERWALD: Mr. Romero came forward with a story In
about, oh, sometime in the 1960s, and his story was that he had
been approached by some Americans and had actually been given
$400,000 to execute Presldent Kennedy on a trip that he made to
Paris. And Mr. Romero, after receiving the money, checked with
his OAS superiors, who said they didn't think It would be very
wise for him to participate. So he kept the $400,000 and did not
take a shot at President Kennedy.

None of us really know whether that story is credible
or not, but a book on the subject has been published.

REHM: If's interesting that he didn't talk to anybody
until nine years after the assassination. [Is that correct?
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FINSTERWALD: | think it's interesting If he would talk
.at all if the story is true, because | think it would be exceed-
ingly dangerous. Because a number .of the people that were In-
volved in "this violently anti~Gaulllist organization are still
around, are still well-armed and participating in terrorism In
varlious parts of the worid. :

REHM: But that was actually sipposed to be a fake
attempt on the life of General DeGaulle, with the result that
JFK would be killed.

FINSTERWALD:' Well, that's what the story Ils. | havse
grave doubts, myself, whether we should give any real credibility,
because | don't think people that have recelived $400,000 and gone
off with it are Ilable fo.do much public speaking on the subject.

REHM: Well, it's fascinating to me that the man Is
alive at all, alive, talking, breathing, whatever.

FINSTERWALD: Wel!l, unless the story Is complete baloney,
in which case nobody would be Interested in it one way or the

other.
"REHM: Yeah. You say there Is a book that is about to
be published on this. Is he, himself -~ that is, Romero...
'FINSTERWALD: The book has been published. |t was pub-
lished in France some years ago by a man by the name of Gille (7).
And | have seen the book, but the book, as | say, doesn't really

convince me that there's anything to the story.

BILLINGS: This whole subject that -- 1 must admit Is
perplexing and frustrating. When | was with the committee, we
used to try and dope it out In sort of sessions after work, be-

cause it wasn't -- there wasn't enough to put together that was
actually part of the iInvestigative plan. It was known -- and
there's nothing kidding about any of this. [+ was known as the
French connection for reasons of -- that was a good plece of

shorthand. But it was very serlous among those of us who had
the wherewithal and the time to address it. '

It was a series of leads -~ those of which you men-
tioned plus others -- that formed no picture and there was no
explanation. | had hoped for a time that here might be, finally,

the answer to one of my favorite characters in this whole plot,

a man named George de Mohrenschilt (?), who committed suicide
during the House investigation. And the reason | had hoped that
is that one of the reports about De Mohrenschilt is that during
World War 11, or thereabouts, had worked for French Intelligence.
And | don't know If just because Haiti Is a French-speaking coun-
try, but the fact that he had gone to Haiti and was in Haifti,
reportedly, at the time of the assassination might give us some
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answer Yo this enigmatic character, who is one of the few people
known to have been very closely assoclated with Oswald. And there
I go back to my Oswald connection again.

| don't have any more than a lof of interesting ques-
tions about this business of the French connection., But | cer-
tainly am one who thinks that it ought to be ~- hopefully, can
someday be unraveled. ‘

REHM: De Mohrenschilt was the individual to whom Oswald
purportedly said -- or who asked Oswald why he had missed, or how
he had missed in the attempted assassination of General Edwin
Walker.

FINSTERWALD: Someway or another, De Morhenschilt either
knew or guessed that Oswald had been involved in that. And a day
or two afterwards he sort of jokingly asked Oswald why he had
missed. And this turned out to be a rather sour joke and caused
a great deal of consternation.

I have some doubt in my own mind as to whether Oswald
had anything to do with the attempt on Walker's life. But | do
agree with Dick, that | think De Mohrenschilt is one of the keys
to this. He did commit suicide some several hours before a House
investigator was to talk with him and while he was beling inter-
viewed by a man named Ed Epsteln.

His is just one case of many where potential witnesses
who might be able to solve this disappeared at most unfortunate
times.

But | think that the French connection certainly is

worth investigating. | know the House committee did send an in-
vestigator to France once or twice. He was not able to make much
progress. And when the committee came to an end, we have all of

these open leads that Gary Shaw and | are trying to follow up on.

REHM: You've mentioned De Mohrenschilt several times.
And in my own mind, |'m not quite clear as to why he looms so
large in the picture.

Gary Shaw, do you have some comments on that?

SHAW: Well, basically, he looms large in the plcture
because he was a very intelllgent man in the White Russian com-
munity in Dallas. He was sald to have been connected with French
Intetligence. And there's some question about him being even
involved in United States Intelligence.

But when lLee Oswald and his Russian wife came back to
this country, it was Mr. Oswald -~ | mean Mr. De Mohrenschiit who
befriended the Oswalds. Here was the little warehouse worker and
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his Russian wife that was befriended by the very elite De Mohr-
-enschilts, and became what some have termed Mr. Oswald's baby-
“sitter. ' -

REHM: And did that relationship come about because
of Oswald's wife, Marina, or did It come about because Oswald
was seeking to reestablish a connection with Russians, having
first detfected to Russia, then renounced the defection, returned
to the United States? 1t's all very confusing. Why should he
have sought out De Mohrenschil+? '

SHAW: It 1is very confusing. And, of course, those
of us who believe that the entire killing was a plot, a conspir-
acy, we deem it very conspiratorial In nature, .and that' De
Mohrenschitt's strange death right before he was to be inter-
viewed -- he had been making quite a few comments in the past
few years about Oswald and the assassinatlion. '

REHM: Such as?

SHAW: Well, he talked about the truth not ever being
known and that there was more to the assassination and more to
the Oswald scenario than had been publicly announced, and indi-
cated that he knew these things and that he could tell more.

FINSTERWALD: | might also point out that De Mohren-
schilt's own pubilished manuscript was obtalned by the House
Committee and published in one of their volumes, and it's an
extremely Interesting book. o

REHM: David Ferrie, | think, Is someone we really do
need to talk about in these last few moments. He did, apparently,
have a relationship with Oswald that went way, way back, did he
not, Dick?

BILLINGS: | think that's been made pretty clear. It
was testified to to the Warren Commission. They chose not to
give it much credence. The House Committee looked further into
It, found even more witnesses.

After all, this wasn't that long ago, at least when
the FB! and the Warren Commission were looking into it. But the
time the House Committee was, It was |5 or more -- it was in
'50 -- it was more than that. It was In '54 and '5, when Oswald
was a teen-ager. He went to a couple of meetings of the Civil
Air Patrol. And David Ferrie, at the time, was the commander of
the unit that Oswald belonged to -briefly. And as | say, there's
plenty of testimony that they at least knew each other casually
at that time, and there's a lot more evidence that they were in
touch with each other in the summer and early fall of 1963.

REHM: Well, how does that carry us forward, then, to




to what happened to JFK?
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into that?

How does Ferrie figure

BILLINGS: Viell, what you do is -- okay, now where does
that teke you? David Ferrie was sort of an odd-ball genius, an
airlines pllot. He worked for Eastern Airlines until he was.

tfired because he'd been arrested a couple of times on The morals
charge.

REHM: Strange-looking fellow, too.

BILLINGS: He was a very odd-looking fellow. For some
reason, some rare disease that he had, he had lost all his hair
and he wore a homemade wig and a pair of eyebrows.

\
| think, to get to the point about him, he was -- he

involved with these right-wingers
He worked for Bannister. He was a

was very political. He was
you've been talking about.

private investigator after he'd been fired by the airline. And
he also worked for a men in New Orleans -- | should have men-
tioned that David Ferrie lived in New Orileans. And it was in New

Orleans in the summer of 1963 when he was -- when Oswald was back
in touch with him, according to testimony before the House Com-
mittee. ’

And
Investigator for a man named G.
the Mafia leader in New Orleans,
Marcello.

it was at this time that he was working as a private
Ray Gill, who was the attorney for
then and now, a man named Carlos

So the
the anti-Castro Cuban people,

links through David Ferrie go to the right wing,
and to organized crime.

FINSTERWALD: The one other striking thing about David
Ferrie, and that Is, the night of the assassination -- he was in
New Orleans that day ~- he made ap emergency (500-mile trip by
automobile to Houston and Galveston, spent most of his time stan-
ding by public telephones, waiting for a call; and then returned
in an emergency trip back to New Orleans, where he was arrested
a couple days later. And the whole thing has never been put to-
gether. But the fact of his trip and what he was doing and the
fact that he was a pllot raised a lot of suspicions as to whether
he didn't have sort of a backup role to fly people out of Dallas
or Houston at that time.

BILLINGS: You've got to add another little bit of this.
I'm sorry. This is like layer upon layer.

REHM: Of course.

BILLINGS: We mentioned Bannister before and we men-

Another man who worked
On the day of the assas-

tioned that Ferrie had worked for him.
for Bannister was named John Martin.
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sination, on the evening of the assassination, the DA's office
in New Orleans -- and that's the office of the district attorney
named Garrison -- got a tip from this fellow Martin that Ferrie
had been involved with Oswald, had in fact taught him to fire a
rifle.

: Ferrie had made this trip to Houston and then Galveston.
And on his way back, on that Sunday, he made a phone cal!l from,
| think, Alexandria, Louisiana to G. Ray Gill, who informed him
That the police were looking for him in connection with the assas-
sination. So when he got back to New Orleans that night, he went
to his apartment and he» saw that fthe cops were there. He sent In
one of the young men who had ftraveled with him, who, along with
Ferrie's then-roommate, were promptly arrestfed. At which point
‘Ferrie took off and went up north a way to a place called Hammond,
Louisiana, where he spent the night. And then the next day he
came back and turned himselt in,

The DA's office turned him over to the FBI, who declded
he -had nothing to do with the assassination. And that was the
end of that.

REHM: Wow. There are so many hundreds of details here.
And you, Bud, and you, Dick, both keep saying nobody's been smart
enough to put it all together yet.

Do you, and do you, Gary Shaw, suspect that the ultra-
right had a strong role to play in the assassination of JFK?

Gary?

SHAW: } think they are men who, of the ultra-right
leanings, that had to have played a part in the assassination
of the Preslident. Deflinitely.

REHM: Bud?

, FINSTERWALD: | could build you a perfectly good case
tor Castro having done it, the Mafia having done It, the anti-
Castros having done it. In my own mind, | think that the bits
and -pleces that fit into a ultra-right puzzle come closer to
giving you a true picture than the others. But |I'm certainly
not ready at this time, with what we know at the moment, to make
any sort of judgment at all.

REHM: Dick?

BILLINGS: Well, !'m not the one who said we're too
dumb to put It together. Bud said that. You're going to hear
from me tomorrow about who | think did it. And there's no secret
about it, because it's in the book. j think the Mafia did it.
And all | can say to your question today is that the Mafia is not
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a liberal organization. And | don't mean to say that the con-
spiracy had to be exclusive, that it was the Mafia with nobody
else. However, | will say that you can't have too many people

in a2 plot and maintain security. So | don't know.

REHM: Rlchard Billings, coauthor with G. Robert Blakey
of "The Plot to Kill the President.” On the telephone with us
has been Gary Shaw. He's an architect in Cleburne, Texas. His
book Is called "Cover-up." And Bernard Finsterwald, attorney
"and Executive Director of the Committee on Assassinations.
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DIANE REHM: We'll continue today with part two in our
week-long series called JFK: Search for Conspiracy. Yesterday
we heard about possible connections between Lee Harvey Oswald
and various aspects of the intelligence community.

Here's attorney Bernard Finsterwald in an excerpt from
that program,.

BERNARD FINSTERWALD: He was a complete misfit, on the
record. He kept pretty much to himself. He studied Russian, he
studied Marxism, he read a lot of books on Communism.

This raises a question in a lot of people's mind. He
was in probably the most fop secret operation that intelligence
had at that time. The U-2 plane had never been made public.

This was before the crash in Russia. And he was a radar operator
and he knew the frequencies on which this whole system operated.
He knew that the planes were flying in excess of 90,000 feet.

He had all sorts of information that he could trade to the Rus-
sians, and claimed that he did.

But the question arises, would the military services,

even [f they were sloppy, have a man in a top secret program
studying Marxism, studying Russian, doing all these things? I

think if this had not been in an effort to build a cover for him.
they would have had him out of that particular unit about the
first week he arrived in Japan. But he stayed in that program,

not only in Japan, but also in the Philippines and in California.
So during the 2 1/2 or 3 years he was in the Marine Corps, he had
a very high security clearance, with all of these rather unusual

traits and habits.
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When Oswald got to Russia, he triec, at least on the
surface, to renounce his citizenship, and he told the Russians
he was going to tell them everything he knew about the U-~-2 pro-
gram. And as | said, that was ulftra~secret at the time.

Yet, when he came back to the United States some 2 /2
years later, no one in the United States prosecuted him for this
serious crime. The fact is, there was never even any discussion
when he got home as to whether he was prosecuted.

If he in fact was a genuine defector, and not some type
of agent, | think the minute he hit New York, he would have been
clapped in irons. k

REHM: Today in our first hour, we'll talk about the
Cuban connection, aspects:-of the Kennedy assassination which re-
flect on both pro- and anti-Castro elements in our society.

* * *

REHM: In any serious consideration of the assassin-
ation of John F. Kennedy, the Cuban connection is key. And both
anti-Castro and pro-Castro Cubans figure into the discussion.
Both groups were unhappy with The President. There were repeated

attempts on Castro's life during the Kennedy Administration. On
the other hand, the Cuban exile community felt betrayed by Ken-
nedy and blamed him personally for failing to deal! with more

power and strength during both the Bay of Pigs and missile crises.

In today's second part of our series caliled "JFK: Search
for Conspiracy,” we'll look at the Cuban connection and the role
it plays in the President s assassination.

Richard Bitlings is with me. He's coauthor with G.
Robert Blakey of "The Plot to Kill the President." Also, attorney
Bernard Finsterwald. He's Executive Director .of the Committee on
Assassinations. And Jeff Goldberg, Co-director of the Assassin-
ation Information Bureau.

On the telephone is Paul Hoak (?). Mr. Hoak is on -~
he's out in Berkeley, California. He's written a book called

"The Assassinations." He also wrote an article back in 1976 that
examined the intriguing possibilities of the Cuban connection.

* * *

REHM: | think there is some confusion in many people's

minds, Bud Finsterwald, about anti-Cuban activity pro-Cuban
activity, and how Oswald, the key figure in this whole thing, may
have been involved in both sides of that.

BERNARD FINSTERWALD: Well, there is a great deal of




confusion. And at least part of that, Diane, stems from the fact
that a great number of the leading anti-Castro Cubans in the years
we're talking about, '62-63, had been very pro-Castro at one time
and participated in the revolution itself. So you have to keep
that in mind.

_ The other thing is that QOswald was connected with both
groups. For example, he offered to train the anti~Castros in the
training he got in the Marine Corps. At the same time, he was
running a pro-Castro one-man outfit called Fair Play for Cuba and
going out of his way to get arrested, and then to get on television
in New Orleans to build up some sort of anti-Castro record.

So you can build a record for him that's either pro-
Castro or anti-Castro or both,

REHM: Paul Hoak, would you like to add fto that? Are
there ways that the two activities can be distinguished when you
look at Lee Harvey Oswald?

PAUL HOAK: Well, | don't think you yet have enough
information to be able to decide the actual nature of Lee Harvey
Oswald's pro-Castro activities.

For example, one area that has intrigued all of us is
his use of the address 544 Camp Street on some literature he
handed out in New Orleans. Now if any pro-Castro sympathizer
picks up that literature and tried to go to the Fair Play for
Cuba Committee at that building, they would find not pro-Castro
people, but an anti-Castro community, really, Guy Bannlister, a
former FBIl agent, and his detective agency, which was really
keeping an eye out, | think, to see what sort of pro-Castro
activity was going on.

Now, the real mystery here, one of the big mysteries,
is that the FB! knew before the assassination that Oswald had

used the address 544 Camp Street. Now, we still don't have a
proper understanding of why the FB! failed to react to that in-
formation. |t has been widely speculated that the FB! -~ soms

FB! agent in New Orleans understood that Oswald was not, in fact,
an authentic pro-Castro activist, that perhaps he was, for ex-
ample, working with some of the anti-Castro people, trying to
smoke out the pro-Castro side. We just don't even have the basic
documentary record on that FBI response. That hasn't been made
public yet, so | don't think we can untangle that story at this
point. :

REHM: Both sides, actually might have had motives
for assassinating JFK.

Jeff Goldberg, what do you see as some of the motives
of, first, the anti-Castro people?




JEFF GOLDBERG: Well, the anti-Castro people were hea-
vily involved in the Bay of Pigs invasion. And, you know, it's
been written about quite extensively that the felt betrayed and
they felt that Kennedy had betrayed them by not supporting the
tnvasion, as they had been told by their CIA contacts it would
be supported, not the air support that they needed to knock out
Castro's planes when they were going to make their beachhead.
-And so they felt, you know, quite betrayed by this lack of sup-
port that had been promised to them, and it angered a lot of
people.. And they became anti-Kennedy people, as well as anti-
Castro.

REHM: Are %here other reasons that the anti-Castro
people might have had to seek out JFK and do away with him?

FINSTERWALD: Well, he ~- | think they were as angered
by the missile crisis, where Kennedy quietly and clandestinely
agreed with the Russians that {f they would withdraw their mis-
siles from Cuba, that he would see that Cuba was never invaded.
And from that time on, most of the anti-Castro activities aimed
at Cuba were pretty much soft-pedaled, those originating in the
United States.

And the whole hope of the anti-Castro movement was that
they could be activist enough so that they could ftake Cuba back
over. And John Kennedy was standing directly in their way.

So | think that, plus the Bay of Pigs, had most of them
in a pretty anti-Kennedy frame of mind.

RICHARD BILLINGS: Kennedy, in fact, was sending a mes-
sage to Castro in the summer and fall of 1963 which -- I'm not
sure how much of that the anti-Castro Cubans knew at the time.

But it's become very clear sincée then that he was building toward
a rapprochement, and they must have sensed itf. There was evidence
of it. And they had that added to everything else that's been
said.

REHM: Paul, what about the other side of the question?
How about the pro-Castro people? What were the reasons that they
might have wanted to do away with JFK.

HOAK: Well, | think what we're talking about here is
not so much Castro's sympathizers in the United States as the
Cuban government ifself. And, of course, the main reason Fidel
Castro might have considered trying to kill Kennedy is because
he had fairly good reason to believe that Kennedy had been trying
to kill him.

tt's not clear yet how much Castro knew. But we now
know, just in the last few years, have learned that the CiA,
anti-Castro Cubans, and members of organized crime had been




plotting for several years to try to assassinate Castro.

REHM: Well, isn't there a great question in every-
body's mind as to how much Kennedy himself knew about those plots
against Castro's |ife?

HOAK ; I think there still is. I mean this is a debate
that would be a very difficult one. My own feeling is that what-
ever the truth is, | don't think it's possible anymore to argue

on the basis of the character of the Kennedys that they could
not have been involved in this kind of thing directly. On the
other hand, you know, ‘there's no real sfrong evidence that they
were involved directly.

Again, the question is not what the actual facts were,
but how Castro would have perceived them, if you want to pursue
the possibility of Castro retaliation,

But | would like to add here that motive is one thing
and actually having retaliated is a compiefely different ques-
tion. I'm willing to say that the question of motive -- there

certainly was a motive, a possible motive on Castro's part, des-
pite the fact that Kennedy was apparently starting a rapproche-
ment in the fall of 1963.

Cn the other hand, | feel that talking motives in This
whole area, it just doesn't get you anywhere. There are too many

people with motives, means, and opportunity, | believe. That ul-
timately we have to look at the facts of the assassination them-
selves -- the facts themselves. And | think it's very important

to perceive that the question of Oswald's true beliefs, his true
motivations has to be reexamined now that we have really firm
direct evidence of a second gunman on the grassy knoll.

The possibility of frame-up has always been speculated
about. You can't have a frame-up without a conspiracy. We now
know, from the best scientific evidence at the moment, that there
was a conspiracy, a second gunman, which really revives the ques-
tlon of a frame-up. '

REHM: | want fto go back fto Mr. Castro. | want to
understand how, In your opinions, he learned of the plots against
his life. | mean it seems to me that that, in and of itself,

is perhaps a key question.

BILLINGS: All right. Let's go back also to the point
that Paul started to raise about Castro supporters in this coun-
try. There were numerous -- we have no idea how many ~-- agents
of Castro's own intelligence, the DG!, operating in this country.
And they would be the people who would have -- from anti-Castro
groups that they had ‘infiltrated -- reasonably been able to re-
port back and inform Castro of the plots against him.




And also, the presence of pro-Castro people in the
anti-Castro communities further confuses this issue about what
kind of Cubans are we talking about when you get to the very
important relationship of Oswald with Cubans.

But fto answer your question, he had his own intelli-
gence network to find out that he was a tfarget of...

GOLDBERG: And there were so many’Tries, that once the
tries started coming, he knew, you know...

FINSTERWALD: ' There were some 30-odd attempts on his
life. '

REHM: Well, any you might just describe some of those.
| mean some of the tactics that were even thought to be possible

ways to get rid of Castro were right out of some extraordinary
science fiction movie. ’

FINSTERWALD: Well, we tried to poison him, we tried
to shoot him, we tried to drown him, we tried ~- you name it...

GOLDBERG: Powdered his beard, | think.
FINSTERWALD: Yeah. We tried all sorts of crazy...

BILL(NGS: A contaminated scuba-diving suit. That

was‘ ..

GOLDBERG: Shellfish toxin.

FINSTERWALD: I think one -- you asked earlier about
how did he find out about this. I think it's fairly common know-

ledge that the Cuban community in Miami at that time was crawling
with double agents. Castro was sending over, .in the hundreds of
thousands of refugees, some of his own people who had settled in
Miami. And | don't think anything that we were doing in the whole
ClA operation there was unknown to him. And very frequently he
would anticipate things that we were doing, which we would indi-
cate that he had pretty good foreknowledge.

BILLINGS: On this point about the Kennedys knowing or
not, it really doesn't matter.

FINSTERWALD: No.

BILLINGS: It matters what Castro knew, not what the
Kennedys knew, when you're talking about Castro's motive.

REHM: On the other hand, if Kennedy does no know, that
suggests a real gap in his knowledge, in light of what perhaps the
CiA is doing.
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BILLINGS: Very frue. That's another issue. | agrese
with you entirely.

REHM: Well. how do you take that issue? | mean, and
what do you do with it? :

FINSTERWALD: He had put his brother pretty much in
charge of the CIA at that time, so he should have had a pretty
idea what They were doing.

REHM: But | don't have the impression he did.

BILLINGS: That's the issue we mentioned earlier. There
were two tracks of programs. Bob Kennedy was in charge of some-
thing called Mongoose, and Mongoose was not the name for the ClA-
Mafia plots to murder Castro, although it was a program to oppose
Castro and fry to defeat him, and the murder may have been sug-
gested -- may have been discussed.

But the ClA-Mafia plots that we're talking about, or
have been talking about, the ones that originated in 1959 before
Kennedy came into office and were run by CIA people like William
Harvey, were not the same programs that Bob Kennedy was in charge
of. '

FINSTERWALD: Except | had 2 Nevy officer come to me,
giving up his whole career in the process, saying that he ran one
of these plots and he was personally briefed by Bobby Kennedy.

Now, | don't know whether you believe him or you don't.
But again, | don't think it makes much difference how
much the Kennedys knew. I|t's what Castro perceived that was im-

portant. Because if there is a pro-Castro element in the murder,
it would stem from that, not from, in fact, what the Kennedys were
doing.

REHM: Does it matter at all that Castro himself denied
vehement!y that he had had any role to play whatsoever in JFK's
assassination,

FINSTERWALD: You would hardly expect him to volunteer
that he was responsible.

REHM: Obviously. Obviously.
BILLINGS: On that, Castro is capable of doing many

things, and lying is certainly one of them. He was interviewed
by the House Committee and he spoke at length on that, as well

as other issues: not only did he do it, but did he by any chance
know about it ahead of time. And | personally believe that some
of The things he told the committee -- although the committee it-

self chose to believe him, | don't think he was telling the truth




throughout. | think there is evi -- there is evidence that
Castro had some wind of the assassination In advance, may not
have taken it seriously. And that doesn't mean he participated
in it.

FINSTERWALD: Dick, | wonder {f it might help if you
would outline the several! instances of people making rather odd
tfrips to Havana immediately after the murder. There were a cou-
ple of people that were flown out of Texas to Mexico City and
then into...

BILLINGS: t'm...

1
FINSTERWALD: Maybe Paul would be...
REHM: Paul?

HOAK: Well, if | may pass on the defails of that. But
let me just ~- could | just respond to what Dick said?

REHM: Certainly.

HOAK: The Castro =-- you know, that -- what he said
particularly intrigues me because the House Committee, in its
report, had some very, well, unclear -- they had some refer-

ences to what Castro may have known that were singularly inade-=
quate to explain the facts.

There was apparently a confidential source that the
committee could not discuss in detail that supported the report
that Oswald while visiting the Cuban Embassy, Cuban Consulate
in Mexico City, had made some remark indicating a plan on his
part to kill President Kennedy. But the committee finally con-
cluded that the source, no matter how reliable it usually is,
apparently was wrong in this particular case.

| think that points up a whole area that we haven't
gotten into yet. There's this whole question of sensitive in-
telligence information relating to Oswald and the Cuban connec-
tion, Oswald's visit fto Mexico, what he may or may not have said
to the Cubans there.

And as | say, unfortunately, the bulk of the House
Committee material in this area remains classified, remains with-
held.

REHM: On the other hand, ! think there are some detalls
about that trip to Mexico that might be worthwhile bringing in
at this point.

HOAK: Well, let me just fouch on perhaps the most well
known peculiarity, which is the photo of a man who is not Oswald,




which it furns out was taken -~ well, several photos were taken
of this man, some of which were taken at the time when Oswald
apparently visited the Cuban and Soviet embassies in Mexico City.

What happened is that.the description of this man, noft
Oswald, was attached to Oswald's visit even before the assassin-
ation. So it appeared at the time that there was @ possibilifty
that this person had been using Oswald's name in his visit to
the embassies.

! think Bud can answer a lot more about this because
he had a great deal to do with having additional photos of this
person revealed. 1

Again, we still don't know the full] story. There's,
for example, the question . of was there a photograph of Oswald in
Mexico City? And even the House Committee was not able to fully
resolve the question of whether the C!A or itfs sources had ob-
tained a photo of Oswald.

GOLDBERG: Just to add some more information. This was
in October of 1963, about two months before the assassination.
Oswald visited the Cuban and the Soviet consulates in Mexico City.

And the CIA had surveillance on both of those consulates. And
when they turned up a series of photographs of a man who was 35,
stocky =- the description did not fit Oswald ~- and they attached

that to Oswald's file, nowhere, when they went back after the
assassination, could they find, or have they produced 1o date

any pictures of Oswald, even fthough they supposedly had this sur-
veillance, from either embassy.

FINSTERWALD: Weltl, don't you think if they'd had thaft
photograph, it'd been the first thing they would have produced to
the Warren Commission? | think it's fairly they clear they did-
n't. ' :

And another infriguing thing is that after about three
years arguing in court, we finally got t| photographs of Mr. X.
And 1| found out only recently there's a 12th photograph that the
CIA s still holding on to. ‘ ,

But in addition to the photograph, the CIA also had =
wiretap on one of the ~-~ either the Cuban or the Soviet embas-
sies -- because they have the actual -- did have the actual re-
cording of a conversation between Mexico City and New York, or
between Oswald and the consulate. And they sent those tape re-
cordings up fo Dallas, and the FB! got them and listened to them,
but they've since disappeared.

GOLDBERG: That was after the assassination.

FINSTERWALD: Yes.,
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But fthe visit of Oswald to Mexico City hit a raw nerve
somewhere, because somewhere along the line the CIA checked out
The passenger manifest of every airtine flight from Mexico City
to the United States over a six-weeks period, trying to locate
Oswald, when in fact Oswald had been back in Dallas for some
three weeks before that.

A But his visit to Mexico City must have been central
to something, because it stirred up a great deal of activity on
their part. ‘

COLDBERG: Well, one |ittle addendum, a2fso, is that
they attached the photos of this guy, who has still not been
identified, to the Oswald folder, and they sent this folder
around =- this is two months before fthe assassination -- to the
FB! and to the Navy and to the State Department. And the ClA
claimed that they didn't have a reatl photo of Oswald in their
files, and said they just made a mistake, they attached the
wrong pictures to the wrong file. Yet they did have four photo-
graphs of Oswald in their file prior to this time. Two of them,
which we discussed yesterday, having to do with the women who
took the pictures of Oswald from the Soviet Union, were taken
in 1961. And they also had two pictures from newspaper articles
of Oswald from 1959, when he defected. They made the United
States press. :

So they had these somewhere in their files. I+ might
not have been in his main file. Yet they claimed that they
didn't have a picture and they didn't know what Oswald looked
like, and that's how they made this mistake. It doesn't add up.

REHM: Then, does Mexico City represent the strongest
evidence that, in fact, somehow, there was an effort To create
a2 Lee Harvey Oswald and to have him perhaps turn up in several
different places that -- this is a figment of somebody's imagin-
ation, or else it's a deliberate attempt to throw somebody off
the track with another human beling called LHO?

FINSTERWALD: Well, we'd discussed very briefly before
the fact that there had to be at least two Oswalds. Because
while Oswald was in Russia, someone here in the United States
was using his identity. And equally, in Mexico City, there's
every evidence that someone claiming to be Lee Harvey Oswald,
but was not, was visiting the two embassies. We have no reason --
no explanation why.

Again it's a question of all of us are too dumb to put
this thing together. But | think we're smart enough to figure
out that there were at least two people using the same identity.

REHM: Paul Hoak, do you want to add to that at alil?
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HOAK: Well, 1 think the significance of Mexico City
to me is what Bud said about a raw nerve. Whatever the facts
are about the Cuban connection, | think we can alt agree that
the fear of some sort of involvement, either pro-Castro or anti-
Castro, cast a shadow over the entire investigation by the United
States Government, starting with the Warren Commission.

it was =-- what we knew -- what the public knew was bad
enough, that Oswald was an apparent pro-Castro activist. That
raised atl sorts of questions of =-- really of war and peace. What

insiders in the government knew about the plots against Castro
made the issue even mgre significant.

it really didn't surface publicly, | believe, until
about 1967, when Drew Pearson published a column about the pos-
sibility that the anti-Castro plots had backfired. In fact, he
started the article by saying that President Johnson is sifting
on a political H-bomb, and indicating that Robert Kennedy was
concerned, or had reason to believe that these anti-Castro plots
had backfired.

We still haven't sorted out what happened in 1966-67,
when this information came out. But it's certainly clear that
in the background of all the investigations at the time was this
fear that either the anti-Castro plots or Oswald's activities in
Mexico or an impersonator, or something like that, would lead to
either a massive conspiracy or the appearance of a massive con-
spiracy.

REHM: Is it possible, in your minds, that Oswald was
used by one side or the other in the promotion of...

BILLINGS: Let's come back to what we know a [ittle bift
more about. | think the explanation for the Mexico mystery that
Paul just made is an excellent one.

The association, though, of Oswald with -- let's just
say Cuban.

REHM: Okay.

BILLINGS: Let's not necessarily specify what his
feelings about -- these Cubans' feelings about Castro were for
the moment.

In New Orleans, we know that Oswald was associated with
Cubans. He handed out the leaflets. And in one of the photo-
graphs of that leaflet, supposedly pro-Castro activity, and he
is seen with a dark-haired, slender young man in his -- who ap-
pears to be in his twenties, who has never been identified. You
can speculate he is Latin. He looks to be Latin. He looks to
be, perhaps, Cuban. The identification of that individual would
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go a long way toward giving us some idea of what kind of Cubans
Oswald was really associated with.

We are further assured by the evidence that Oswald,
having lteft Dallas ~-- having left New Orleans before he went to
Mexico, made a visit in Dallas in the company of a couple of
Cubans.

| would venture to say that those people participating
in the assassination with Oswald, whatever the respective roles
were, on November 22nd were Cubans. To try and tell you whether
they were pro-~ or anti-Castro, or whether they were one thing
and Oswald though they were something else, we're back to puz~
zles.

GOLDBERG: Did the committee make any effort to track
down the Cuban man in the photo?

BILLINGS: The committee did not make a successful
effort to track down the identity of that man.

I, in 1967, as a journalist, made an inquiry, tThrough-
sources, of the identity of that man, and it was a blind alley.
! didn't come up with an answer. :

GOLDBERG: But | mean was it a task in 1978 or '77 for
the...

BILLINGS: | don't think it was given a full shot. |
don't recall exactly what was done. | do know he was not identi-
tied in the House investigation.

REHM: What about Ruby and his possible ties to Castro
or Cuba?

FINSTERWALD: Well, again you get ties going both ways.
Ruby made several! visits to Cuba. The best-publicized ones were
in 1959, after Castro had taken over. He made at least two trips
to Cuba and spent the better part of a month there. But these
were connected, again, with the Mafia, who were in charge of fthe
casinos there.

But Ruby also was engaged in both pro-Castro and anti-
Castro activities in various places, including Dallas, New Or-
leans. And again, the mystery there is almost as deep as the one
with Oswald as to which of the Cuban groups he was connected with.

REHM: But the tfies go through the Mafia. Is that what
you're saying? Or are there some that are directly to the Cuban
connection?

FINSTERWALD: Most of Jack Ruby's connections seem to
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be economically motivated. For example, he was trying to sell
surpifus jeeps and surplus arms to Castro, and he actually made
several phone calls to a rather well-known gun-runner who had

been convicted of shipping arms before, and he was willing to

pay up to $25,000 to try to get a couple of Mafia types out of
Cuba.

: He had a lot of connections with Cuba, including a
number of visits, phone calls, and other things. But again,
it's not clear in my mind as to exactly what the political rami-
fications of these were.

REHM: Paul?»

HOAK: I'm inclined to agree. | think although most
of us see Jack Ruby as primarily an organized crime figure, |
think it s impossible to divorce any postulated conspiracy by
organized crime from the various Cuban angles.

For example, it is rather difficult to make Oswald into
an organized crime figure, although it can be done. And | think
itT's very hard to suggest that Oswald's activities in New Orleans
and around 544 Camp Street are important primarily because they
allow you to make a connection between Oswald and the Mafia. The
Cuban connection and, to some degree, the intelligence connection

keeps popping up.

That's why | say that this area gets so complicated
that if's necessary, | repeat, to keep focusing on the facts of
the assassination themselves before you can sort it out.

REHM: Well, | think =-- you know, | think you make a
very limportant point. And yet, it's difficult. Somehow, what is
known seems overshadowed by a lot of fragments that come into play
and make you question what the facts are, make you wonder about
the possible connections of all these loose ends.

HOAK: Well, maybe this is a good time to talk about
the one prominent Cuban connection we haven't discussed yeof.
That's Antonio Vesciano (7) and Maurice Bishop, that whole story.

I''m sure many of your listeners did see a long article
on this in The Washingtonian a few months ago by Gafon Fonzi (?).

REHM: indeed.
HOAK: ...investigator for the House Committee.
REHM: He was on the program, as a matter of fact, sev-

eral months ago.

HOAK: Well, he can tell it better than any of us can.
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Basically, Antonio Vesciano, a very prominent anti-
Castro ‘exile, claims that he saw Lee Harvey Oswald in a meeting --
having had a meeting with a man known to Vesciano as Maurice
Bishop, believed to be an intelligence agent who was essentially
running Alpha 66, Vesciano's operation, for some years.

Now, some people think that this Vesciano connection is
really central, is really very important. | have to express my
sympathies, first, with the House Committee. Even though they
didn't investigate it to the degree that some of its staffers
would have wanted, | mean | think it's necessary to understand
that with limited resources, | think many of us would have put
those resources in other directions.

Let me just explain very briefly my own personal in-
volvement with -- not in the Vesciano story, but in bringing this
to light.

REHM: Paul, let me stop you there just for one moment.

* i * *
REHM: Paul Hoak, go right ahead.

HOAK: The (976 article you mentioned was about an inci-
dent Dick referred to a few minutes ago, | believe, the Sylvia
Odio (?7) incident, where someone introduces Oswald with two other
Cu -- with two Cubans, and met with Sylvia Odio, a Cuban exile,
in Dallas.

The point | was trying to make in that article, we had
discovered what appeared to be a connection between the Odio
incident and plots fto kill Castro. Specifically, Antonio Ves-
ciano and Rano Gonzales (?) had apparently been involved in an
attempt to kill Castro in late 1961. Vesciano escaped. Gonzales
was arrested by the Cubans on a farm outside Havana. That farm
belonged to the parents of Sylvia Odio.

As a result of that article, Gaton Fonzi went to check
it out, went to see Vesciano, and he learned that Vesciano had
really nothing to say about that, the allegations made in the
article. Obviously, Vesciano was not one of the visitors to
Sylvia Odio. The description didn't fit at atl. But Vesciano
did have the story about having met Oswald with Bishop.

And my own personal bias, which 1 have to spell out,
is that | have always wondered if Vesciano came up with the
Oswald-Bishop story as a way of diverting attention from some-
thing that would perhaps be more complicated, more interesting,
maybe something that had absolutely nothing to do with the assas-
sination, but something he did not want revealed. And | have
not yet seen any evidence that Vesciano's story has been criti-
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cally examined enough so that you can really -- well, | can't
believe that he is totally credible in his allegation about
seeing Oswald with Bishop.

FINSTERWALD: I Think interesting about that, too, is
The fact that Bishop has never been found. lf he exists, no-
body's ever been able to locate him and put him down and question
him, ‘

REHM: And yet, intriguing crawings which show just
remarkable similarities to someone named Phillips.

BILLINGS: In my mind -- and it happens that it sort
of worked this way in the committee's investigation -- the Odio
allegation and the Vesciano sighting were sort of looked at in
tandem, | guess because they both sightings at approximately the
same period, August and September, of Oswald in Dallas with cer-
tain characters.

To weigh what Paul was getting at a moment ago, how
much energy and effort you put into these two allegations, if |
had to scale them, | would say that the Odio allegation is worth
about 8 if the Vesciano allegation would be worth about a 2. |
mean there's much more to be learned, it seems to me, from a woman
who tells the story she told than Vesciano, who has a quick sigh-
ting of a meeting with somebody who is not identified, and then
later who says -- who's not able fo shed any more light on ift.

I Think the allegation that Fonzi worked so hard on
was one fascinating to hear about, but it never -- it never came
to anything very conclusive.

GOLDBERG: Yeah. Well, | would just add that it does-
n't really tell you who killed Kennedy, either. | mean (f -- '
itT's important, it's interesting fo look at. It seems like Fonzi
spent an awful long time doing it, and he's at.a dead end at this
point.

The Phillips you referred to is David Phillips, who was
a former head of the Western Hemisphere division of the ClA, and
he now runs a group of retired former Cl/A officers. And he has
been on television with Tony Somers, and maybe Fonzi. Somers
also wrote about this allegation. And he has denied that he is
Maurice Bishop.

The sketch was issued around the country by the House
Assassinations Committee, a sketch which Vesciano did with a
police artist. And the Assassination Committee took that sketch
and sent out a call fo anyone who knew what this guy looked like
and -- or anyone who resembled this guy in the sketch. And no-
body's come forward beyond the allegation that it's David Phil-
lips.
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But what | was about to say is that even if Maurice
Bishop did meet Vesciano in the presence of Oswald in Dallas
six weeks before the assassination, it really doesn't tell us
who killed Kennedy. | mean it would be important to check that
out and find out who this intelligence officer was and if there
was a cannection. But right now it's just a dead end and it
doesn't really tell us.

REHM: When Vesciano actually saw'ClA agent David Phil-
lips face-to-~face, did he simply deny?

FINSTERWALD: , He said it was not Bishop.
REHM: He said it was not Bishop.

FINSTERWALD: | think there's a lesson to be learaned
from this whole Vesciano imbroglio, and that is, one, how compli-
cated all of this business is. But the other is a trap, that you
don't want to take one little piece of the puzzle and arbitrarily
say, "Well, this is the key, central thing, and all of the inves~-
tigation stems from this.” | think you've got fo keep working,
trying to find more bits and pieces of the puzzle and fit them
together, rather than taking one, small, little teeny piece and
saying, "This is the shining piece and this is where it all comes
from.” And that's what has happened in this Vesciano business.

REHM: Paul, do you want to add anything to that?

HOAK: Yeah. | think ift's a very good point. I've
said for a long time that it's necessary to look at the actions,
for example, of certain members of the Dallas Police Department
on November 22nd, in the way they focused on Oswald. Now, if

you find something suspicious there -- and, you know, | have
suspicions, but they're not confirmed. |If you find something
suspicious in that area, | think it allows you to narrow The

scope of a possible conspiracy.

! don't think Fidel Castro was in a position to influ=-
ence what happened in Dealey Plaza with members of the Dallas
police on November 22nd. | don't really think Fide! Castro was
in a position to let Jack Ruby into the Dallas police station.
And | don't think either Fidel Castro or the Cuban anti-Castro
exiles themselves were in a position to affect what happened in
Bethesda Naval Hospital on the night of the 22nd, or what may
have happened between Dallias and Bethesda to President Kennedy's
body.

REHM: Now, you're referring there to David Lifton's
new book, "Best Evidence." '

HOAK: That's right.
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REHM: And what? The points that he makes there had
to do with perhaps an autopsy or some change in President Ken-
nedy's appearance from the time the body left Dallas and finally
arrived at Bethesda and the differences that seemed to be appar-
ent.

HOAK: That's right. That is his basic allegation,
that the wounds themselves were changed,. which would explain
the observed differences between the descriptions in Dallas and
the descriptions in Bethesda.

I think the mbst, perhaps the most striking evidence
he has found is that the coffin -- the body did not make an un-
interrupted journey from Dallas to Bethesda. There are witnesses
who saw the body brought into Bethesda in 8 plain shipping coffin,
witnesses who saw it wrapped in a body bag.

This is an area that just has -- it's new. It has not
thoroughly been investigated. | think we can all agree that, you
know, if that sort of thing happens, it might shed light on all
these other areas of the case. I tThink there may be people lis-
tening right now who know something about what happened at Beth-
esda or what happened -- may have happened at Walter Reed, who |
hope would, you know, be in a position to get more of this in-
formation out. | think this is a very important area.

And as | say, it's relevant to the Cuban connection,
in the sense that any kind of conspiratorial activity like that
has to narrow the focus of any possible conspiracy.

REHM: What is the ~-- or, what are the implications of
the idea that changes may have taken place between Dallas and
Bethesda?

HOAK: Well, Lifton really suggests that anyone who
made those changes that quickly must have been part of the con-
spiracy to kill the President. } don't think that's been es-
tablished yet. But -- and, you know, again, | think we might
find out that the fear of a conspiracy may have led to a quick
decision that no information that a shot hit from the front was
to be made public; or that someone may have just thought it was
necessary to find out immedliately exactly, you know, what had
happened.

I just hate fo speculate about this because the infor-
mation we have is relatively fragmentary. But | think the impli-
cations are very clear, if not in terms of a conspiracy, in terms
of the cover-up, the investigations that did follow.

REHM: Bud, | know you've read the Lifton book, and |
wonder about your own comments.
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FINSTERWALD: | would like to sort of answer that with
a question to Pautl. -

Paul, the thing that impressed me most about the Lifton
book was the evidence with respect to the President's brain. His
conclusion was that when the body arrived, finally, at Bethesda
for the autopsy, the brain had been removed, and it was not part
of the autopsy. And { know that since the autopsy, the brain has
disappeared and has never been found.

Would you like to comment on that?

HOAK: Well,)he tound & couple of witnesses who, when
they saw the President's body, were struck by the fact that the
cranium was basically empty.

Now, mind you, | think it's important that these wit-
nesses did not find this suspicious. They thought that, you
know, his brains had just been shot out by the bullet. But then,
essentially ~- an essentially intact brain turned up later in
the evening for the aufopsy, was infused with formaldehyde, and
was reported on several days later.

As | say, it's hard to consider this sort of stuff
totally innocent. There may be a relatively innocent explanation
under the surface. People in Washingfton right now probably know,
or have been told, that a lot of things happened for reasons of
netional security. For reasons of security, the body had to be
separated from the coffin, perhaps so that the Dallas suthorities
couldn't take it back and keep it in Dalls,

| hate to go further on what this might all mean until
I've heard more of these explanations.

FINSTERWALD: Paul, let me ask a question. |'ve heard
this question of the national security raised, but | can't for the
soul of me see, once the President was dead, what security prob-
fem we've got. You couldn't bring him back to life. | just don'ft

understand al!l the talk about security at that point.

HOAK: Well, | think what |'m suggesting is something
similar to what we know has happened in other areas. The whole
question of evidence pointing towards a conspiracy, frue or false.

We know that President Johnson Was extremely concerned
about rumors that the Russians or the Cubans were involved in the
assassination.

REHM: Now, you're talking about immediately after the
assassination. Yeah.

HOAK : It was within weeks, for certain. | mean he
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persuaded Ear| Warren to serve on the commission by telling him,
you know, what the estimates were of how many millions of people

would die if there was a nuclear war.

Intially, | think, many of us found this, you know,
suspicious on Johnson's part., But | think we now have more of
a perception that it was, in fact -- could have been, could very

well have been a wise decision.

For example, if he knew or if he believed that fthere
were false reports of a conspiracy circulating, but false reports
that seemed very persuasive, | think you can very well justify
telting the Warren Commission that, you know, "Qur main job is
to stop these false rumors from leading us intfo a nuclear war."

So it's very clear that issues of national security
did arise at fthat level in that way quite quickly after the
assassination.

REHM: But, Bud, you don't buy them.

FINSTERWALD: Well, | can understand what he's talking
about. | don't see what that's got to do with security with res-
pect to the body being *transported from Andrews Air Force Base
to Bethesda. Why would you have two ambulances? You know, it's
as. if you expected the Russians or the Cubans to snatch the body
out of the ambulance from the airfield to the hospital.

HOAK: | don't know. I'm saying that's the innocent
explanation. There might be some innocent explanation. | mean
the other alternative, well, | suppose, would be just to dismiss
all the new evidence that David Lifton has found. And | find it
rather difficult to dismiss all of his new witnesses, especially
about the chain of possession of the body. | don't know what the
explanation is. ‘

REHM: The other portion of intriguing detail that
you've been particulariy interested in has to do with the ballis~-
tTics evidence, Paul.

HOAK: The acoustics evidence, primarily.
REHM: And how does that figure in here?

HOAK: Again, | think, directly, only in the sense that
| tried to point out earlier: +that once you are convinced that
there were two gunmen, that there was that kind of conspiracy, |
think you have to reassess everything you know about things like
Cubans, the anti-Castro plots.

| wish, in a sense, that the House Committee had had
time to do this. The acoustical evidence, the evidence that a
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Dallas police tape includes a recording of four shots, including
one from the grassy knoll -- that evidence came to the House Com-
mittee relatively late. And | would hope that there's still a
possibility for someone to really continue the investigation and
ook at the kind of evidence the House Committee did come up with
in light of an almost certainty thaet there was, in fact, a second
gunman.,

BILLINGS: I think it's good that we're going to dis-
cuss both the -- and |I'm going to come back to the Lifton book
in a minute and put that up against the acoustics evidence, which
is darn solid evidence}fhaf‘should, and perhaps will, hopefully
will, lead to a more thorough later investigation of the assas-
sination.

But evidence as compiled in "Best Evidence" by Lifton
is the sort of. thing that in my mind is so preposterous that it
Justifies those who would say, "Let's forget the whole thing.
We're playing funny games again."

I'm very bothered by the Lifton book, and !'d just make
one point on it, and that is that nine medical examiners, the
best in the country, including the one dissenter, Mr. Wieck, Dr.
Wieck, examined the X-rays and photographs, and they will tell
‘you, and they have told me -- or the chairman of that panel, the
House Select Committee's Medical Evidence Panel -- from examining
the X-rays.-and photographs, they wilt tell you that that wound
could not have been fabricated with a scalpel, which is what Mr.
Lifton suggests.

As for the acoustics evidence, there is work going on,
as | think Paul knows, to evaluate at least the methodology that
was used by the committee's experts. And when that report is
made, hopefully it will lead to a reopening or further investi-
gation that is necessary.

HOAK: Could | just ask Dick one question?
REHM: Sure. Go right ahead.

HOAK: Do you know if the hypothesis that the body had
been altered was in fact considered by the panel as a whole? And
were the Bethesda doctors and the Dallas doctors asked specifi-
cally about the evidence indicating that the wound was in fact
different at Bethesda?

BILLINGS: Paul, unfortunately, you know, we're a couple
of years away from that. | had a discussion with Mike Baden (7)
recently, and | can't tell you whether he was specifically addres-
sing the question at the time. I did not address the question
with him at the time. But he was very, very certain 10 days ago
that, from the photograph of the exterior of the wound to the back
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of the head was a typical gunshot wound that had the abrasion
collar. He said that given 24 hours, though it's never been done
before, it might be possible to fabricate that wound that you see
in the photograph, given 24 hours.

But if you go to the X-ray and you look at the wound
on the inside of the skut!l, where he even sees a little fragment
of metal and the beveling effect, he says that wound could never
have been reproduced by anything but a bullet.

HOAK: | woul|d certainly agree that the medical evidence
of alteration is much hess persuasive Yo me than the question of
chain of possession. But, vou know, l'd like to remind everyone

that we have never yet find out why Dr. Hume, in his testimony
before the House Committee, even in public, insisted that what
was shown as a bullet wound -- that the picture of a bullet wound
you know, that the wound he remembered was four inches lower.
That was absoclutely bizarre testimony.

REHM: Just to refresh. Dr. Hume was the physician at
Bethesda Naval Hospital who did the autopsy when the body arrived.

HOAK: And | wish | had Dr. Baden's apparent certainty

that all the questions in the medical area can be Jjust dismissed
as incorrect observation. | just don't have that kind of confi-
dence.

REHM: Okay.

| wonder whether there is a way fo take a look at all of
these threads that we call the Cuban connection and say there are
strong reasons here to continue to pursue that kind of connection,
that this is where the answer lies.

You've already said, Bud, that there's no one place
where the answer lies, that it may be in a number of different
areas. But how strongly do you feel about this Cuban connection?

FINSTERWALD: Well, you get sort of a gut feeling that
the connections between the anti-Castro Cubans and both the CIA
and the Mafia were so strong, that just sort of logically you're
led in that direction rather than the pro-Castro direction. |
mean Castro did have a motive and he probably had the means. The
Cuban intelligence agency is a fairly able group. [t could have
been. But the other connections between the anti-Castros and fhe
Mafia and the C!A are very, very strong and they're very well
known. You get just sort of a gut feeling that that's where if
lies. '

GOLDBERG: We probably should have started at that
point, to say what the committee's conclusions were. I just want
to state that briefly. They said that -- they concluded that
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Castro didn't have anything fto do directly with the assassination,
and they concluded that they could not preciude the possibility
that the anti-Castro groups did have something to do with the
assassination, supposedly involving the Mafia along with these
groups. But they couldn't single out specifically, you know, and
name names.

What they did say was, "We're %urning over the body of
evidence that we uncovered to the Justice Department for consider-
ation."”

FINSTERWALD: ' No, they took the body of evidence and
put it in the Nationa! Archives for 50 years. They did just as
bad as the Warren Commission when it comes to the evidence.

BILLINGS: When we get to the subject of discussion in
a couple of days on the involvement of the Mafia, | will have more
to say about the Cuban connection. it applies to that ~-- we've
already talked about the ClA-Mafia plots against Castro. You're
beginning to see all these fthings weave together. But to give
you a full .answer of how believe the Cuban connection works, we
have to start talking about organized crime.

REHM: There is no3way to separate the two, then, you're
saying.

BILLINGS: I don't think so. | don't have time to do
it today, but | understand you have that coming up-.

REHM: How about John Martino? He's somebody who some-
how embodies all of the different elements, the Mafia, the CIlA,
and the Cuban connection. His is 8 name that | came across a
number of different times. He was the one who said that perhaps
the anti-Castros put Oswald together. He died shortly after
making statements about Oswald to the effect that they had Ruby
kill him. .

BILLINGS: | knew Martino. I'll fell you what | knew
about him. He was -- | don't know how level he was. He was a
gambler in Havana with the Mafia. He was in a Castro prison for
40 months. He came to Miami when they released him, then he con-
tacted me at the time on a mission that he had cooked up with
some anti-Castro Cubans and was going to go fo the agency about
it. And they were going to get down and ~-- they had some defec-
ting Russian missile technicians they were going fto bring back
from Cuba.

Well, that was a pretty good come-on for me, and |

figured it was. But | sort of wanted to go on the trip anyway.
And we took a bunch of anti-Castro Cubans down there, and they
got a small boat -- it's a rather long story -- and went into

Cuba, never to be seen again.




23

{ heard from Martino after the assassination, and he
told stories that were hauntingly similar to stories that were
told later by another Mafia figure named John Roselli, and that
was that Castro was responsible for the assassination.

I didn't get a chance to really pursue that before John
Martion had died.

FINSTERWALD: Well, and also there are a whole string
of what you might call disinformation stories that were coming
out of the anti~Castro groups trying to pin this on Castro, with
the hopes that it woulq get the American public so worked up that
we would either invade Cuba or do something terrible. And a lot
of these -- there's one involving the Buchanan brothers In Miami.
There are a whole sftfring of these.

The John Martino thing sounds very much like it was a
part of throwing sand in everybody's eyes. There's been an awful
lot of that in this case. 1t's hard fto separate out the fact

from the fiction.

REHM: Of course, as you talk about the anti-Castro or

the pro-Castro groups, | mean there for a time JFK seemed to be
saying -- well, he did say, "VWe won'?t invade Cuba. We will not
carry this problem about the missiles any further." | mean there

should have been some sense of relief or comfort on the part of
the pro-Castro people,. at least.

FINSTERWALD: John Kennedy was playing a difficult game.

You might even call it dishonest. He went down to Miami and ac-
cepted the flag of the Cuban invaders and said, "! shall return
this flag to you in Havana." Yet, at the same time, he was pro-~

mising the Russians he would never let such an invasion take
place.

BILLINGS: The assassination, according to John Roselli,
was carried out by organized crime and Cubans of both sides, pro-
and anti-Castro.

FINSTERWALD: Good grief.
REHM: Paul, do you want to add to that?

HOAK: Well, 1'd just like to say that regardless of
the -- relevant to the assassination -~ | think the history, the
secret history of Cuban affairs (the ClA-Mafia plots, the activi-
ties of the exiles) is extremely important. It almost got us into
war at least once, in 1962, | think exile politics still has a
real danger. And certainly it needs to be investigated and made
public, not just in the context of the assassination.

I wouldn't certainly urge that the information and evi-
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dence the House Committee has gathered in this area, as well as
areas such as the medical evidence, just has to be made available
to a wider public.

REHM: Bud?-

FINSTERWALD: Welt, I'd just like to comment on =-=- |
agree with Paul that somehow we've got to pry the documentation
that the House Committee got together out of the Nationa! Archives,
where it's been placed for 50 years. There are some efforts being
made in that direction.. | don't know how successful they'l! be.
But we have gotten, | think, somewhere over 90 percent of the
Warren Commission documents, because they're subject fto freedom of
information. Buft the House Commitfee's material is just locked up
for 50 years, period. And.there are a great deal -- a great deal
of material there which would go a long way in helping us in this.

BILLINGS: You've got to go beyond that. You've got fo
go .back on the ground with a new investigation. The committee
files will be open to the Justice Department. You've got to re-
open it. You're not going to just start reading a whole lot of
files in the Archives and solve it.

FINSTERWALD: Well, if you're waiting for a Republican
Attorney General to volunteer for that, | think you've got a long
wait coming.

REHM: Bernaerd Finsterwald, who's Executive Director of
the Committee on Assassinations. On the telephone has been Paul
Hoak from Berkeley, California, author of "The Assassinations.”
Jeff Goldberg has been here. He's Co~director of the Assassin-
ation Information Bureau. And Richard Billings, coauthor with
G. Robert Blakey of "The Plot to Kill the President.”
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then tomorrow the Cuban connection. On VWednesday we'll examine
the role of the ultra-right, and Thursday the Mafia. On Friday
we'll have 90 minutes of open phones....

Attorney Bernard Finsterwald is here with me. Mr.
Finsterwald is Executive Director of the Committee on Assassin-
ations. Jeff Goldberg is in the studio. He's Co~director of
the Assasination Information Bureau. My third guest is Richard

Billings. He's coauthor with G. Robert Blakey of a new book
called "The Plot to Kill the President."®
* * *

Bud Finsterwald, Lee Harvey Oswald really does remain

at the center of this very complex set of events. And | think
fo this day, we still ask ourselves -- and perhaps you do, as
well -~ just which side he was on. .

In your opinion, do you think he was more one of theirs
or one of ours?
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BERMARD FINSTERWALD: VWell, to this day Diane, |'ve
never been able fto conclusively make up my mind. | think the
interesting thing that's implicit in your question is that he
‘was a member of one intelligence side or the other. Because the
Warren Commission, which is one of the twd official versions of
this, considered Lee Harvey Oswald nothing but a lone-nut killer

‘not. connected either with the United States intelligence agen-
cies or the Russians.

! Yhink from the whole record in the case, almost all
of us have concluded that he was connected with one side or the
other. The question is, who is the real Lee Harvey Oswald and
which is the cover story? '

REHM: Do you have that same question in your mind,
Dick? !
1CK!

RICHARD BILLINGS: Well, | don't think that if's as
simple as a lone nut or one of their or one of ours. Because,
again, as Bud says, that implies that Oswald either had to be
a2 lone nut or a member of Russian or American intelligences. |
think there are many other associations that he could have had,
and some of them more likely than either the KGB or U.S. intel-
ligence. :

REHM: Are there some direct links between Lee Harvey
Oswald and either the KGB or the CIA or military intelligence,
some definite facts that people take into account and say, "That
{ooks very, very suspicious"?

JEFF GOLDBERG: Sure. Nobody knows conclusively. No-
body has, you know, a conclusive point of view of which one is
true.

| mean, | think you have to start with Oswald's defec-
tion. | mean that's probably where we should begin. He was a
Marine. He was stationed in Japan at Sugi (?), and it's there
that a number of writers and critics have begun to question just
who Oswald was.

The House Assassinations Committee looked at some of
this information and concluded that Oswald was not a ClA agent
of any kind. ! could run down some of the points that the cri-
tics have over the years brought up as to being suspicious about
Oswald's military career and his subsequent defection.

He was out at Sugi. He was doing radar surveillance.
He was a radio operator. And that base was known for being a
base where the U-2 plane that was doing overflights over the
Soviet Union would come for repairs and was stationed.

Oswald left ~-- this was in 1959. Oswald left there and




went and learned the Russian language very quickly in California
at the El! Toro Air Force Base.

REHM: He was very good at that, wasn't he?

GOLDBERG: Yeah, in several months. He was given a
crash course in Russian and, | guess picked it up pretty well.
And he put in for a discharge and he got-it very quickly. Cri-
tics have raised questions about that, too. He got it within
two weeks, which didn't seem -- it seemed l'ike there was some-
thing fishy about that. The commitfee looked at that, too, and
decided, you know, that the -- the Army, | think, answered that
he had the correct paperwork; and normally when people ask for
a discharge, they don't have all the paperwork in hand. Oswald
had all the paperwork, and therefore it went tThrough within two
weeks, and there was nothing really fishy about it.

He claimed that he needed the discharge because his

mother was ill. And critics have pointed up to that also, because
his mother realiy wasn't ill. That had been a prior...
FINSTERWALD: It had been a year earlier.

GOLDBERG: Right.

So he, in a very short time, goes back, sees his mother,
and goes to New Orleans, gets a ticket and takes a slow boat
across to Europe, ends up in Finland. There are questions about
how he got the money to do all this -- how he got the money to do
all this. And the flight that he got into Helsinki, Finiand has
been questioned, because critics checked and the flight schedules
were a little off.

REHM: What was his behavior like as a Marine at Sugi?
Did he fit the normal pattern of Marine behavior, either before
he left the Marines, or even after?

FINSTERWALD: No. He was a complete misfit, on the
record. He kept pretty much to himself. He studied Russian, he
studied Marxism, he read a lot of books on Communism.

This raises a question in a lot of people's mind. He
was in probably the most top secret operation that intelligence
had at that time. The U-2 plane had never been made public. This
was before the crash in Russia. And he was a radar operator and
he knew the frequencies on which this whole system operated. He
knew that the planes were flying in excess of 90 000 feet. He
had all sorts of information that he could trade to the Russians,
and claimed that he did.

But the question arises, would the military services,
even if they were sloppy, have a man in this top secret program




studying Marxism studying Russian, doing all these things? |
think if this had not been an effort to build a cover for him,
they would have had him out of that particutar unit about the
first week he arrived In Japan. But he stayed in that program.
not only in Japan, but also in the Philippines and in Californiz.

So, again, the 2 1/2 or 3 years he was In the Marine
Corps, he had a very high security clearance, with all of these
rather unusual tralts and habits. And as Jeff pointed out, his
discharge, early discharge was a phony.

As to how he got the money to spend to get to Russia
and so forth, the Warrkn Commission claimed that he had saved
51500 white he was in the Marine Corps. And in view of all the
records that [uninfelliglble], | think §if he'd saved $15 it would
have been unusual.

GOLDBERG: | think one of the recent books said he had
$203 in his bank account.

REHM: One of the questions | have is about the kinds
of records that were kept on Lee Harvey Oswald during that period
and how we know quite as much as we do about him now.

BILLINGS: One of the problems you've got is that the
first investigation did not have the inclination to pursue as
thoroughly as they might these questions. And they are very
bothersome.

The House Select Committee, which came along 15 years
fater, put what number of researchers and attorneys on this par-
ticutar lIssue that seemed to be adequate. But the amount of

time, the time that had passed -- they did have an agreement to
go through ClA records. They did not -- and we have not really
addressed the issue of other intelligence agencies yet. But

they did not have that same agreement with the military intelli-
gence agencies.

All 1 can say -- and | think the people who came to
this conclusion were honest =-- is that they were not able in 1978
to come up with conclusive evidence of an Oswald CIA connection.
And that's why the committee made the conclusion that I+ did.

FINSTERWALD: Well, let me just jump in and point out
one thing that | think points up this question about whether
Oswald's career in the Marines and his career in Russia was
genuine or whether it was a2 cover story. I mean let's go on
the assumption for the moment that our intelligence agencies
do create people that they do send abroad to infiltrate Russian
and Chinese and other intelligence agencies, and they set them
up with a pro-Russian or a pro-Chinese, or whatever it Iis, cover
and send them on their way. And this question has always been
alive.




But when Oswald got to Russia, he tried at least on
the surface, to rencunce his citizenship, and he ftold the Russians
he was going to teil them everything he knew about the U-2 program.
And as 1 said, that was ultra-secret at the tTime.

Yet, when he came back to the United States some 2 /2
vyears later, no one in the United States prosecuted him for this
serious crime. The fact is, there was never even any discussion
when he got home as to whether he was prosecuted.

If he, in fact, was a genuine defector, and not some
tfype of agent, | think the minute he hit New York he would have
been clapped in irons. 'But the exact opposite happened. He was
met at the ship by someone from Travelers Aid. He was given air-
plane tickets for himself and his family to go fo Texas. He was
not, according to the CIA, '‘even debriefed by the CIA. Yet the
normal thing under those circumstances would be, the minute he
hit the United States, was, he'd be served with a warrant and put
in jail. None of that happened.

GOLDBERG: Nobody in the government -- none of the agen-
cies has admitted to briefing Oswald when he came back. And it
would have seemed that they would have.

And the other point is, when he went over, having been
@ Marine and having been at the U-2 base, you would have fthought
that the American defense establishment, or the Navy, would have
done some kind of a damage assessment as to what kind of secrets
he was taking over to the Soviets. And none of that was done,
either.

And there isn't that much evidence of other like defec-
tors. But | think -- | was reading Tony Somers (?) book recently,
and he points out that there were only two other cases of people
who defected to Communist countries before Oswald, and both --
who were in the armed forces, and both times there were damage
assessments done of their branches as to what kind of secrets
those people would know and could give to the Communists.

REHM: Has any agency of this government ever gotten
from the Soviet Union information about Oswald and the kinds of
conversations that he may have had with them?

BILLINGS: Requests were made. And it is my suspicion
that a lot of the information that had been obtained on Oswald by
the KGB through its surveillance of him during the defection was
not submitted, was withheld in the Soviet Union.

But now you get into another intelligence agency, which
maybe you want to hold up on a little bit. I think we ought to
continue more on the ClA question before we...
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GOLDBERG: | just want to make one other point, is that
when Richard Heims testifled before the House Assassinations Com-
mittee in 1978 he was asked about this: "¥Why didn't you debrief
Oswald?" And his answer, paraphrasing, was, "Go ask ONI," go ask

the Navy, which was kind of a new answer.

_ FINSTERWALD: He said that three times that day, and
no one paid any attention to him, which | thought was remarkable.

REHM: Now, there was some reason for him to say that.

FINSTERWALD:, Well, there would have been two reasons.
One, he was trying to throw suspicion off the ClA. The general
thought has been all along that it was the CIA. But as Helms .
pointed out, the Marine Corps is part of the Navy. The Navy had
their own double agents sent abroad. It's been known for a long.
long time. And if, in fact, he was an ON! agent, rather than a
ClA agent, it would have been up to the Navy to debrief him and
do what they were going to do when they brought him home. But...

REHM: And what would he have been doing for ONI?

FINSTERWALD: Well, at this particular time, when the
ClIA was fairly young and the military establishment had just only
8 few years before been relieved of a good part of their duties
overseas, each of the military intelligence agencies kept their
own people overseas. The Army, Navy and Air Force all had agents
overseas. And | don't know if they still do foday. t suspect
that Defense Intelligence may have as many agents overseas today
as the CIA does. Nobody knows the answer to this.

But these people have always been rivals. And what
Richard Helms was trying to point out was that all through the
years he had been telling the truth, that Oswald was not a ClA

agent. But Helms was not in any sense trying to say he was not
an ON{ agent.

REHM: Wasn't there some attempt on Oswald's part tfo
reach individuals in North Carolina where this intelligence
opirations on the part -- intelligence operation on the part of
Ol was going on?

BILLINGS: | have a problem with that. | know what
you're referring fto, that he made a phone call, spent his only
dime on the day of his arrest, to an intelligence officer, ex-
intelligence officer in North Carolina. My recollection is that
that alleged individual -- whoever that fellow was supposed to
be was interviewed, and it didn't -- it was a ltead that did not
turn out and did not come of anything in 1978. My recollection
is that he denied it and his denial was believed.

And the report that Oswald made this phone call came




from a telephone operator who hed written the name on a slip of
paper -~ |'m reconstructing from memory here, It's another one
of those fascinating leads that doesn't provide legal evidence
of an association.

And | think that one of the things that was decided
in tThe investigation that | was a party Jo wes, yes, fo look at
the background of Oswald, as best you could but also to analyze
the conspiracy from the standpoint of what ‘he was doing in 1960,
from the time he got back, and who he was associated with and
who might more likely, most likely have been in cahoots with him
on November the 22nd {1963.

You have a number of very fascinating candidates not

to preclude intelligence, U.S. intelligence. But in the case of
the KGB, it was determined in the investigation that they probably
withheld intformation from their surveillance that | mentioned a
moment ago. And they did something else. They -- there is a man

named Yuri Nosenko, who was the Russian defector who, remarkably,
came to this country right after the assassination in the very
early '60s.

FINSTERWALD: Dick, would you say he came courtesy of
the KGB? '

BILLINGS: Yes. Yes, | certfainly would. And what does
that mean? | mean...

FINSTERWALD: That could mean a number of things.

BILLINGS: IT raises the question of the KGB partici-~-
pation in the assassination. And we're, again not being mutu-
ally exclusive. I'm not frying to set the CIA off on the side or
give them a ticket to...

FINSTERWALD: Paradise.

BILLINGS: Right.

REHM: And one of the dangers here, | think, with ex-
perts such as yourself, who really been pretty much immersed in
this over the last number of years, is that | think we need to be

fully explanatory about the names.

Now, Nosenko is someone who really does figure in in a
very special way.

BILLINGS: Yuri Nosenko is a man who defected from the

Soviet Union in 19 ~- early 1964, in January, | believe, and who
became an issue within the C!A, to whom he'd placed himself. It
was -- the faction that was in charge of his case in the beginning

tended not to believe his story.




His story was that he had been a case officer who had
control of the Oswald file while Oswald had been a defector, and
he assured his interrogators that Oswald had not been, was not
ever an agent of the KGB, an agent of the Soviet intelligence
apparatus. :

Then, haviné been put through a long period of...
FINSTERWALD: Imprisonment.

BILLINGS: ...isolation in a CIA house, where he was
kept in a room very sparsely furnished, a single light bulb kept
burning all the time not allowed to speak to anyone, much like
the hostages we hear about in lran.

FINSTERWALD: it- sounds more like the Gulag Archipelago
to me, to keep a man in solitary -~ under these conditions for
three solid years is somewhat worse treatment than the hostages
got.

BILLINGS: Treatment borrowed from Russian techniques

FINSTERWALD: Yes.

REHM: Uh-huh, uh-huh.

BILLINGS: The men in charge of this ftype of interro-
gation were convinced that Nosenko was not telling a true story.
Then there was a shift, and another group of CIA officials took

over the case and they had a very different atftitude. They came
to a very different conclusion. Their decision was that he was

on the level ‘and that he'd been treated very harshly and unfairly.

And by the time the committee investigation took place, the pre-
vailing thinking at the CIA ~-- and that continues into 1981 --
is that Nosenko was on the level. And he's been made a consul-
tant.

GOLBERG: He was rehabilitated by the other faction
around 1968 and made a consultfant to the CiA on counterintelli-
gence.

BILLINGS: And now lives somewhere on a salary of the
United States Government.

REHM: Okay. So how does that speak to Lee Harvey
Oswald? What does that say about him?

BILLINGS: |I'm sorry. | didn't mean to take up, but
this has a final ending.

REHM: That's all right. That's all right.




BILLINGS: The House Select Committee on Assassinations
took up the Nosenko case in 1977-78. And what they did, a lot of
research was done. And then fThey took the committee out to the
CIA on two successive nights of secret hearings. The reason being
is that he's being hidden and his identity is not to be known.

And what they did was -~- there were, ironically, 12 members of
the committee, which is the same as a jury. And the committee
acted as a jury, with committee counsel interrogating and cross-
examining Nosenko as a witness.

FINSTERWALD: ©Did you get a hung jury?

BILLINGS: No. No. Nosenko came out to be not . telling
the truth, and that was the committee'!s conclusion.

FINSTERWALD: Well, don't you think, Dick, that that
was fairly obvious from the very beginning. Because similar to
the way the ClA testified as to the CIA's not debriefing Oswald
when he got back, Nosenko insisted during this whole long period
of years that the KGB had no infterest in Lee Harvey Oswald and
that they didn't debrief him or cross~examine him when he went to
Russia. And it seems to me that is patently absurd, because here
he was, an ex-Marine, and said that he had had experience in the
U-2 program, in the rader end of it, which they were exitremely
interested in. And for him to say that the KGB had no interest
in it, it just seems so patently absurd. Plus the fact that he
happened to show up on our doorstep at just the most appropriate
time. The combination of these two.

I can't see why the C!A worried so about his bona fides,
as they put it, through all of these years. |t seems to me he
was a phony from the very beginning

Now, the fact that he was phony is one thing. The fact
that he may have been telling the truth is something else again.
You've got two different questions. In ofher words, why did he.
come here? Was it to reassure us? And was he telling the Truth?
But it seems fto me he was obviously not telling the truth about
an awful loft of things.

BILLINGS: Well, the issue was that he -- the issue

I've raised so far is, was he telling the truth? And you're
right. The story is hard to swallow on its face. But there was
a long period where men of presumed inteliigence of some sort

over at the ClA put their reputations on the line to say that
the man was TYelling the fruth.

And so it wasn't that easy, especially when the com-

mittee -- you have what amounts to a jury -- is going to take a
vote. You don't just say, "It looks false on its face, and that
does it." You -- what was done was that he was caught in many

traps, of what he told the CIA in 1964 and how he changed the

gt
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story in 1978. And what happened in the hearing, in the end
when they faced him with a tape recorder of something he had
said which contradicted something he was saying that night, and
he just said "!| won't talk anymore.” And the case was closed.

That's where the committee left i1, that he was not
tfelling the truth.

FINSTERWALD: What did they conclude from that?

BILLINGS: Well, the committee concluded he wasn't tel-
ling the *ruth. Helms' came in at a hearing and said, in effect,
if he's not telling the fruth, we have a serious problem. Or
what he implied was an untruthfu!l Nosenko means KGB participation
in the assassination, ipseo facto.

That is not the -- to me, that is not the case. But
that raises the -- the committee did not, as a committee, did not
provide the meaning. It just did not believe Nosenko, and that

was the end of it.
Now, 1l've got some views that go beyond that.

FINSTERWALD: To me, it would raise a much more -- a
much stronger question in my mind as to whether the CIA had a
hand in the assassination. Because it seemed to me they used
this Nosenko thing as sort of a red herring for years to dis-
tract everybody, when it would have seemed just patently obvious
to me in the first place that the guy was a ringer.

REHM: Well, truly, | do want to ask you what the two
or three strongest considerations in your minds are pointing to
the Cl!A. There are thousands of facts out here, thousands of
facts and thousands of questions. But there must be In your minds
some very, very prominent ideas that stick ouft.

FINSTERWALD: Well, | think the thing that sticks out
in my mind has been their refusal, not only in 1963 and '64, to
give all of their information to the investigating agencies. But
going right up to the moment, they have got a whole safe full of
documents, if they still exist, that are labeled top secret. And
if Lee Harvey Oswald is, as they claim, a lone-nut murderer,
there's no reason in the world that these documents should not
have been given to the House Assassinations Committee, no reason
they shouldn't be given to interested people who are looking into
the case today. But to get a piece of paper out of the ClA today
takes you years and years in court.

And it just seems to me that their whole behavior with
respect to all investigations can only point to something very,
very serious in their minds as to their own reputation.




REHM: That's a large, sweeping statement.
How about you, Jeff?

GOLDBERG: | would just say you have to separate the
discussion. Okay. Oswald could have been an agent of some
branch of the United States Government or the KGB, and it could
have nothing to do with the Kennedy assassination. He could have
been doing this work in 1959 through 1962, or right up to the
time that he went to Dallas, and those agencies might not have
anything to do with the Kennedy assassination. Maybe they selec-
ted Oswald as a2 patsy, if he was a patsy, because they knew that
those tfrails would lead to these other agencies. and therefore
those agencies, it wouid be in their interest to cover up, like
they've done, their connection to Oswald.

REHM: You're saying that if, in fact, he was part of
one of those agencies, that those agencies would not wish to
acknowledge that publicly, because then it does reflect back on
the agency.

GOLDBERG: Just like we're saying about the KGB. They
could have sent Nosenko over with a message that "we had nothing
to do with Oswald," even though they did have a lot fo do with
Oswaid. They were surveiling him all over the place, they were
planting microphones in his apartment. That's what Nosenko was
now saying. to the Assassinations Committee. But they really had
nothing fto do with the assassination, So they're sending over
this high-level defector with this message that's going to be
believed, they hope, by the American intelligence community that
"no, we had nothing to do with the assassination.”

REHM: What about the FB!? Are there indications, in
your mind, that ought to be looked at very carefully that show
a very prominent role that the FBI! may have played In The assas-
sination? ,

FINSTERWALD: 1'd make the same distinction that Jeff
made with respect to what happened before the assassination and
what happened afterwards. | see nothing of any importance that
happened before the assassination that would cast any shadow on
the FBl. A Jot of things that happened after the assassination
raise a lot of questlion as to their role in the investigation,
in their attempts to cover up.

t guess the prominent one was that Oswald had delivered
some type of threatening note to an FBI agent a couple of -- |0
days, two weeks before the assassination. And the minute that
Ruby killed Oswald and Oswald was out of the way and couldn't
answer, that note was flushed down the toilet. I don't think
that incident in itself probably amounts to a great deal, but |
think it shows the attitude of the FBI toward this investigation.
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They concluded within a matter of three or four deys after Oswald
died that he was a lone-nut killer, and they never really pursued
the investigation affer that. They would do just as much as the
Warren Commission asked, and no more.

REHM: See,. the thing that | keep clouding in my own
mind -- and | wonder whether others do, as well -- is that if
there was indeed an intended cover~up on the part of any of these
agencies, does that necessarily reflect back on complicity in the
act itselt, and, you know, whether there is any connection there?

Dick? )

BILLINGS: The answer is that no, it is not necessarily
linked back To complicity..

You've got cases where the FB! and the CIA did terrible
things in the period -- in the aftermath, during the Warren Com-
mission investigation.

REHM: Give me an example of some of those terrible
things.

BILLINGS: | will, Bud mentioned one., The FBIl covered
up the flushing of the note. The FBIl also covered up the fact
that they disciplined, | believe, |6 officials and agents for not

having spotted Oswald beforehand. They did everything they could
to make it appear that they had done an exquisite job of preparing
ahead of time and investigating the assassination afterward.

Actually, the worst cover-up of all in the -- during the
period of the Warren Commission investigation was the work of the
ClA, not the FBI, by withholding, deliberately withholding the
information of the CIA and Mafia plots, plots against Fidel Castro
that the CIA had engaged in during the Kennedy Administration --
in fact, starting just before he came Into office -- even though
the Director of the CIA at the time the plots were initiated was
a member of the commission, Allen Dulles. He knew about them,
of course. But the commission was never informed of the ClA-
Mafia plots. )

And had there been testimony by -- this is great second-~
guessing on the parft of the Warren Commission counsel, such as the
chief counsel -- general counse! Rankin. But they, when asked

about this in the committee hearings in 1978, said, "Well, of
course, if we had known about the Cl!A-Mafia plots, we would have
looked at the assassination in a very different way."

That kind of cover-up is -~ ought to be criticized and
considered not just in terms of who were the conspirators, but in
terms of how you handle investigations of this sort.
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GOLDBERG: As a footnote to that, there's a Warren Com-
mission transcript of Allen Dulles talking, and he was -- you
know, this goes to the question of was Oswald an agent. This is
the former Director of the CiA. And he was asked by one of the
other -- by one of the cousels or one of the other members of the
Warren Commission whether a ClA agent would answer questions about
someone that he recruited. |In other words, if Oswald -- if some-
one -~ iIf Oswald's case officer was asked, "VWas Oswald one of
your agents?" And Dulles replied, "No, he wouldn't tell, even
under oath.™ And he said, "He might not even tell his own" --
the officer might not even tell his own chief that the guy was
one of his recruits. )

So that, you know, goes to the problem of how to decide
whether Oswald was, in fact, an agent. There's cover stories and
there's cover files, we've learned. And we have, you know, on
the transcript, Alfen Dufles saying, '"No, we wouldn't tellf."”

And we also have the problem of the Defense Department.
They have never revealed any of their files about Oswald.

FINSTERWALD: Well, the Army lIntelligence people say
that, in routine destruction, they've burned all their files on
the Kennedy assassination. ‘

GOLDBERG: I will point out the House Assassinations
Committee did ftook into this, did what they could. They wrofte
that it was very disturbing to them, the fact that the Army could
not locate any of the files, had to destroy fifes. And it was
even more especially disturbing because they didn't give the
files to the Warren Commission, either. So, you know.

* * *

REHM: As you tTatk about these various intelfigence
agency officials and how they simply either denied or refused to
answer, it makes me wonder abouf the role of the press in all
this and whether there was pursuit on their part, as we saw with
Watergate, for instance. Do you feel that the press, somehow,
did not pursue this to the extent that it might have been pur-
sued? And had it done so, might we have gotten farther with
the questions about the intelligence agencies?

BILLINGS: I guess |'d befter take that one, because
I'm one of the culprits.

At the very beginning, | can say from experience -- |
flew to Dallas the afternoon of the 22nd. | at that time was
Miami bureau chief of Life magazine. And ! was there a week.
The events of the very moment in the week's aftermath were so
fast-moving. Just to document and record in words and pictures,
and what have you, by the media of all kinds -- newspaper, tele-
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vision, magazine -- was a monumental task. And nobody, nobody
was really going out and doing their own investigative journa-

| ism.

| would get on the phone with my boss in New York and
get asked a lot of questions | thought were absurd at the time:
"viell, how do you know that gun belonged to that guy that fthey
picked up and got shot on Sunday?" This would be about |ike

three days, five days after the assassination itself. And 1'd
say, "Hey, | don't have time to worry about that now."

Okay. That's an excuse for the -- perhaps, for the
very moment, I refiected on it ~- also, it was a very traumatic
experience for everybody down there. | remember returning to
Miami and saying, "Well, I'm glad that's over.™ And | didn'?t
pay a3 lot of attention to the assassination until the Warren

Commission came out with its report.

| must say that the response by the press to the Warren

Commission report was uncritical and very -- it did not serve the
American public well at all.
GOLDBERG: It was a different era, also. | mean...

REHM: A different era of journalism, as well.

GOLDBERG: We didn't have the kind of investigative
reporting that we had during Watergate.

BILLINGS: Well, that's true, but...

GOLDBERG: We didn't have -- we didn't know about the
CiA-Mafia plots. We trusted what the FBI told us in those days.

BILLINGS: Yeah, but what happened was -- let me just
finish this one. My own reaction to it was: '"Okay. | go on.
Life magazine bought the Warren Commission report and printed i¥
as dictated to by the government. We believe the government.™
That was just what Jeff was sayling.

: What the press finally responded to was the critical
iterature. When Lane and then Epstein, Weisberg came out with
the first books...

REHM: You're talking about Mark Lane.

BILLINGS: |'m ftalking about Mark Lane in "Rush to
Judgment. I'"m talking about "lnquest" by Edward J. Epstein,
the "Whitewash" books.by Harold Weisberg.

That finally got some of the press on its foes. Life
finally did a piece, that | was responsible for in many ways,
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which fook the gold position that there was a matter of reason-
able doubt. Look and the Saturday Evening Post, both at the
same time, came out with questions.

However, the press in general rallied behing the Warren
Commission, to the point that by the time that Mr. Garrison, Jim
Garrison, the District Attorney in New Orleans, had gone through
his little antics, his little game in New Orleans, tThe press was
again back foursquare behind the Warren Commission.

CBS, in 1967 ~- this is before Garrison, buf part of

it -- did its own investigation and supported the Warren Commis-
sion. By 1970, '68-70, there was no inclinaticn on the part of
the press to question, and it didn't question again until the

revelations, such as the C{A-Mafia plots. And that finally got
the press curious again. But by then, it was 1976.

FINSTERWALD: Of course, !'m convinced today that if
a lot of the major newspapers in the country published a headline:
"Kennedy Mystery Finally Solved: Castro Killed Kennedy," on that
very day the Washington Post would run a headline about the Econ-
omics Minister in Afghanistan having resigned.

REHM: Now, what do you mean by that?

FINSTERWALD: There are certain newspapers in this
country, and particularly the Washington Post, that are so vio-
lentfly opposed to anyone questioning the lone-nut killer theory,...

REHM: Why?
FINSTERWALD: ...that they publish practically nothing.

I don't know why. That's a good question, because the
publisher of the Post is supposedly a very good friend of John
Kennedys. The Post has been -- probably the most biased major
newspaper in the country.

GOLDBERG: Well, | must say they allowed me to write
something two years ago.

FINSTERWALD: Well, occasionally they do allow some-
thing in. But as | say, the day that everybody else trumpets
that the day is solved, |'m convinced The Post is going to run
something about Argentina or Afghanistan or something.

I don't know what the problem is. Their review of the
iterature on the subject has been atrociocus. They print some-
thing on page |4 sometime if something really momentous happens

But | might add to that that | think that's nowhere
near as shocking as the attitude -that the Congress has had and
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is taking. Because you get a committee of Congress, a commifttee
of the House, concluding that there was a likely conspiracy in
the case bhoth of John Kennedy and Dr. King, and yet they can't
wait to drop the whole subject, not having any interest in who
the conspirators were.

You would think, having concluded that there was a
conspiracy in both cases, that they would feel that they had to
go on and make every effort they could to find out what the
conspiracies were about. They dropped it like a hot potato and
they have no intentions of doing enything with it ever.

REHM: Going back to the Central Intelligence Agency.
Wasn't there an indication that some of Oswald's relatives might
have had some connections to the CIiA?

FINSTERWALD: Well, he had a cousin, Marilyn, who tra-
veled all over the world...

REHM: What about his uncle, Bud? Wasn't there some
connection there, as well?

FINSTERWALD: VWell, his uncle was connected to the
Mafia. He had an Uncle Dutts (?) who was connected to the Mafia
machine. And his mother actually had some connections to the
minor Mafia members in New Orleans.

The only intelligence connection | recall is that of
Marilyn Mourette (?), who, during the same period of time, was
floating around the world in various countries, ostensibly as
a teacher. But her whole career sort of smelled of intelligence
somewhere.

Also, he had a half-brother who was floating around
Japan at the same time that he was. And there was some questions
there as to exactly what his role in life was.

But | don't think this is a major consideration. At
least we've never come up with anything of any real importance.

REHM: What are the other major considerations, in your
mind. which do or might link Oswald to one of the intelligence
communities? What are the clues that stand out in your mind?

GOLDBERG: We should probably talk a little bit about
New Orleans, the summer of 1963.

REHM: And that gets into the whole Castro thing and
Cuba and freedom, and so on and so forth.

GOLDBERG: And it also gets into the subject of Dick's
book on the main thrust of the House Assassination Committee's
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reporft, which is the whole network of Mafia associates in New
Orleans.

REHM: And there's no way it seems fo me, in doing a
series |like this, that you will fail to have an overlap. There
seem to be so many interconnections here between the Mafia, per-
haps the ClA, perhaps the Cuban connection, and, indeed, the

ulfra right, which we'll get to later on-in the week.
BILLINGS: ...New Orleans a real circus. You've got
all of them down there. | mean that's.

REHM: Exactriy.

BILLINGS: They were all having a convention in '63,
it would seem. Everybody we're fTalking about was down there:
Cubans, intelligence. That's the microcosm.

GOLDBERG: And there's no direct intelligence tie to
New Orleans, but there are some secondary ties and some mysteries
about what Oswald was doing in New Orleans. He went there in the
summer of '63 from Dallas. He got a job at the Riley Coffee Com-
pany, worked there for a couple of months.

REHM: And Riley, himself, was kind of an interesting
figure.

GOLDBERG: Right. Riley was a major financia! backer
of something called the Free Cuba Committee, which was a very
militant anti~-Castro group.

.And he left there and he started his own one-man band
in New Orleans called the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. And he
got arrested. He was walking in the streets, handing out a lot
of literature.

The Fair Play for Cuba Committee's offices was at an
address called 544 Camp Street, and that was a hot spot in New
Orleans for a lot of anti-Castro activity. It was also the site
for the offices of a guy named Guy Bannister, who was an ex-FB!
man from Chicago, and he settled in New Orleans and had his own
sort of private detective agency. And he was also very anti-
communist, anti-Castro. He was in the shadows behind all these
anti-Castro groups in New Orieans.

Oswald was, on the one hand, leading the Fair Play for
Cuba Committee; on the other hand, trying to infiltrate the anti-
Castro groups. Was seen by several witnesses in the presence of
Bannister in New Orleans.

The next step down is that Bannister had a private in-
vestigator working for him named David Ferrie (7). And Ferrie
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had associations with alt kinds of anti-Castro Cuban types and
Mafia types, including people in the Marcello apparatus in New
Orleans.

And so, you know, you're left with a whole...

» FINSTERWALD: Well, there are some clues in New Orleans
that are more direct than that. ’

Oswald wanted fto get a visa ~- wanted to get a new pass-
port, and also a visa, to go to Cuba and fto Russia. And when he
applied for his passpoﬁf in New Orieans, it came back in 24 hours.
Now, according to all the rules, his file in Washington as an ex-
defector should have been flagged. And if he got a passport at
all, it should have probably taken him six months.

The State Department spent 500 well-knit pages explain-
ing to the Warren Commission how they happened to give him the
new passport so quickly.

And then he had to go to Mexico. He had to get a fravel
document. And so he goes to the Mexican Consulate in New Orleans
and he gets a travel document. And after a huge investigtion, it
turns out that the man standing in line in front of him was a
lifelong CIA type.

But then, to make the thing even more intriguing than
that, after the murder, that same CIA type calls up the FBI and
gives them information on Jack Ruby.

You get these ties between Oswald, Ruby, the CIiA, the
FBI. You can't unravel them, but there are literally hundreds of
these sort of oddities sitting aroung that won't go away. The
real question is that none of us dre bright enough to put the
whole thing together.

GOLDBERG: A lot of them are dead ends. A lot of them
are just cover stories, or suspected of being cover stories.

BILLINGS: We have very direct contradictions. Oswald
was plainly and clearly associating with people of Latin, pro-
bably Cuban, heritage, descent. There is a Cuban connection,
which you'll be talking about In another hour of the series.

But just to mention it briefly, because it ralises the question
of Oswald's politics. Because, on the one hand, he is outwardly
and vociferously pro-Castro, handing out the leaflets. On the
other hand, he is associated with anti-Castro people.

I can't give you an answer to that except 1'd like to
think it may not matter that Oswald, perhaps, could be described
as a man motivated by ofher ~-- things other than politics. impor-

tantly. That he was -- in a way, he was kind of kooky and he




would dance from side to side. There may be...

GOLDBERG: Why would he be in New Orleans, on the one
hand, leading the Fair Play for Cuba Committee and getting arres-
ted and getting into fights, and on the other hand, trying fo
infiltrate the opposing groups?

BILLINGS: I'm just saying, ! don't have the answer as
a clear identification of his politics. Buf it's possible tThat
he was a gadfly who would enjoy playing double rofes. And in
this strange, warped personality of his, he would associate, on
the one hand, with pro-Castro people and he would associate wifth
others -- on the other hand, with anti~-Castro people.

FINSTERWALD: Suppose he was doing this for a living.
Suppose he was a second- or third-string agent of one of our
intelligence communities, 'and his job was to infilftrate different
types of Cuban groups in New Orleans and learn as much as he
could about them. He could try to infiltrate both sides if he
was being peid for it. it wouldn't make any difference.

BILLINGS: I'm not sure that's a simpler answer. Tt
might be another answer. You can get the same behavior from
somebody who is not on the payroll of the United States Govern-
ment, or at leas you can argue that he might not have been. |
don't see the strong enough evidence yet that he was. And, there-
fore, | can still have explanations for his associations with
Cubans.

And the important thing is that when you get closer and
closer to November -- he's now made this trip to Mexico, which is
a whole mystery in itself, He's =-- in the same month he went to
Mexico, he's made this visit to the home of a Cuban lady in Dallas
who is an anti-Castro activist, and he's in the company of tfwo

Cubans ~- or we think they're Cubans. They're Latins whom she
identified as people -~ who were anti-Castro. Now, what is this
association all about? :

And when you get him back in Dallas in this really cri-
tical time, where you've got two months now before the assassin-
ation, who are the associates? And this is a very tough gquestion
for me.

FINSTERWALD: Well, and you're leaving unanswered a
more difficult question, is how many Oswalds are we falking about?
Because there's a whole literature, literally, on two or more
Oswalds.

But there's one fact, again_ -that sort of stands out
in mind, and that is, there is no question but that during Oswald,
our Oswald's 2 1/2 years in Russia, someone in the anti-Castro
movement in this country was using his name. And this was even
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brought fto the attention of the FBI, who, in turn, brought it to
the attention of our ambassador in Moscow.

REHM: Whet about Oswald s contact while he was in Moscow
Consul Richard Snyder (7). | mean what does that connection say?

. FINSTERWALD: ClA. That's all_ that it says, nothing
more. But | mean any...

GOLDBERG: Which he's denied.
FINSTERWALD:  Yes.

REHM: Snyder has denied.

FINSTERWALD: Yes.

GOLDBERG: Although he had a brief stint in the CIA
years before this connection with Oswald. .

FINSTERWALD: Well, she asked, "What does it mean?" |f¥
means ClA, is what it means.

But he had CIA connections throughout his whole life,
both before and after.

REHM: There's also an interesting incident which has
been reported on, and that is the photograph that was taken of
Lee Harvey Oswald in Moscow, and presumably by three U.S. citi-
zens who were simply tourists. And how does that fit into this
whole question?

GOLDBERG: That's new evidence that Tony Somers, who
wrote a book called "Conspiracy," the British journalist, a year
ago, incorporated in his book., He was the first reporfter or
critic to interview the women who were in the Soviet Union.
There were these two tourists. One was American, one was Bri-
tish. They were traveling on a car trip in the Soviet Union
in the summer of 1961, and they had the occurrence of photo-
graphing Oswald in Moscow. And then, 10 days later, they were

in Minsk, and up pops Oswald again, and they photographed him
again.

And it gets even odder, because there was an American
woman who attached herself to this party of two women and tra-
veled with them. And they didn't know her. She just said she
got lost from her tourist group, which some have pointed out as
being very odd. And the woman now, telling Somers in 1978, says
it's kind of odd, because she remembers that this third woman
was the one who instigated taking the photographs.

And then when they left the Soviet Union, these two
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photographs ended up in ClA files.

FINSTERWALD: After the assassination, the C!A was able
to come up with these photographs that were taken years before by
some tourists were in Russia, and they just happened to ask these
people if they took pictures. And out of all the pictures these
people took, they selected five, and these were of Oswald.

You talk about strange coincidences. The ClA can spend
a long Time explaining that one.

]

GOLDBERG: Nobody's sure what that means. | mean, the
committee asked the C!A about it, and they said, “Well, we took
it because we were interested in the town of Minsk." There was

a crane behind one of them and there was some other business in
one of the other photographs.

Somers points out that it's very odd and it might be
a somewhat further CIA connection.

REHM: |t sounds fo me as though you are all comfor-
table with pointing to the coincidences, but nobody is comfor-
table with saying, "That's more than coincidence.” That seems
to indicate to me that there is some very strong connection here
between Oswald and an intelligence community.

GOLDBERG: You can cite 20 or 30 examples of him having --
brushing against or implications that he was connected with people
who were connected with various intelligence agencies. But you
can't prove that he was an inteiligence agent himself.

FINSTERWALD: The type of thing that's troublesome. On
his way back from Russia, his way was paid by the United States
Government for his family. There's a hiatus of two days that he

spent in Holland at what sounds like a C!A safe house. It was
something like a boarding house, according fo all of the wit-
nesses.

Well, how could somebody coming from Russia to catch a
ship in Rotterdam know to go tc a particular boarding house and
have all of his arrangements made in advance, so when he got
there there would be rooms and facilities for him to rest for the
two days while the ship arrived? Somebody in the United States
Government had to have made those arrangements. | don't think
any of us have any idea as to which particular branch of the
United States Government. But it's just physically impossible
for him fo have done that by himself, In Moscow, there was just
no way of doing it.

REHM: I think the other interesting fact that we really
haven't talked about is Marina herself, and how Oswald may have
gotten hooked up with her. Might she have been a representative
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of the KGB? Was their marriage an arranged one? Did that come
out purely by accident?

BILLINGS: Well, I don't see it. But | must admit that
having been fascinated with all these questions, | finally began
to reach a period of frusitration at the inability to answer Them.
And. | -- | don't mean to set them aside, and maybe somebody -- as
Bud said before, we're not smart enough to put this all together.
And the more you keep playing with the puzzle, you farther away
you get from ever making a solution.

So what | tenmd to do is, when | come back to the event
itself and work from the event out, instead of trying fo work
from the man to the event. And so, as much as | have tried to
piece together all of the associations and the alleged associ-
ations that we've talked abouf today, they don't give you a clear
picture of what happened.

And |'m also aware that there still is a large body of
opinion in this country and opinion-shapers in this country who
really want to get back to, Who cares? We're never going to
solve it. Let's gef on with things." And that makes me nervous.

And | really think that what we have to do is get more
directly down 1o cases about what we really know as real solid
evidence to solving the conspiracy.

FINSTERWALD: Unless you can get something better than
the Freedom of Information Act, how do you ever expect to do that?

Because the U.S. agencies are holding on to all of this material.
BILLINGS: | have only one hope for that, and that is
that -~ you mentioned before, you raised the question about why

Congress would drop the investigation.

The Department of Justice has specifically dropped the
recommendation from the committee that it reopen the investigation.
And that's where it's got to go, or not at all.

REHM: Richard Billings, coauthor with G. Robert Blakey
of a book cailied "The Plot to Kill the President.” Also with me
today has been Bud Finsterwald. He's an attorney and Executive
Director of the Committee on Assassinations. And Jeff Goldberg,
Co-director of the Assassination Information Bureau.
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“Two—Caskei" Argument .

A bizarre new Kennedy assassination conspiracy theory

illions of Americans wﬁl never for-
& get the mowrnful scens on their TV
| screens on the night of Nov. 22, 1963: the
polished bronze casket glistening in the
Aoodlights at Andrews Air Force Base as
it was takea from Air Force One and put
aboard the gray Navy ambulance that was
to take it, Jacqueline Kennedy and Rob-
ert Kennedy to the Bethesda Naval Hos-
pital. Then, 45 minutes later, other cam-
eras caught the arrival of the cdr at the
hospital’s front eatrance, and followed the
grieving wife and brother as they eatered
the building where the official autopsy on
the body of the murdered John F.
Kennedy was to be performed.

. .Two Navy men at Bethesda
had special reasons for remember-
ing the scene. As Technician Jer-
rol F. Custer passed near Mrs.
Kennedy in the lobby, he was car-
rying X-ray films of her husband’s %
body that had already been tak- Big-
cn in the hospital’'s morgue. Look- Lngg~
ing down on the lobby from a sec- =LN~

L e K ACAR N
l'ﬁ'i‘l!u‘n‘a’&%m

ond-floor balcony, Chief Hospital 2 <

Corpsman Deanis David knew -
the bronze casket was empty;
about 15 minutes earlier, he had
watched a black, unmarked
.| hearse arrive through a gate at the
back of the hospital and ordered
some sailors to help men in ci- <

vilian clothes carry a plain gray s

casket into the morgue. “You -
could see the strain” on the seven
or eight men holding it, he re- .z
called. “There was - obviously :*%
something in it.” . :

Two caskets? Two vehicles? A %
quiet arrival at the back gate while 4
crowds and cameras focused on
the front entrance? In all the as- &

sassination probes, including the Robert and Jacquehm Kennedy at Andrews thh bronze coﬁln

performed the auwpsy at Bcthada hed
about the eveants of Nov. 22, But he did
find that as officials conceatrated on what
they coasidered “the best evidence™ they
had on the crime—Keanedy’s wounds
—they preseated clashing views, Why?
Because, Lifton contends, the corpse in
fact was altered between the time it was
taken from Parkland on the aftlernoon of
the murder and was X-rayed and pho-
tographed that same night at Bethesda
and then opened during the autopsy.. -
To support this claim, Lifton spins out
a parrative that sounds more fanciful than

-the lowly hospital and military bystandets

S99 1ad been wrapped in a sheet when

the body at Parkland. Yes, writes Lihon,
this had to be a plot “involving the Ex-
ecutive Branch of the Government” and

including at least the. Secret Service, ‘

which had control of the body and all
medical evidence on the fateful weekend,

Preposterous? Absolutely. Yet there is
virtually no factual claim in Lifton’s book
that is not supported by the public record
or hisown interviéws, many of them with

whom officlal probes had overlooked.
Even the reader who does not accept Besr
Evidence’s sensdtional conclusions~~and
there is no logical reason for doing so—is
likely to admit that Lifton bas turned up
intriguing new evidence of some strange
doings with Kennedy’s body in the twc!ve
hours following the shooting.
The reports by the Bethesda corps-
» men, Custer and David, placed
the time at which Kennedy's body
was first delivered to the morgue
at about 6:45 p.m. When the plain -
“shipping casket,” as some wit-
nesses called the coffin that ar-
rived then, was opened, Kenne-
4 dy’s corpse was in a rubber body
¥ bag. Paul K. O’Connor, 2 Navy
% .technician who helped lift the
4 body onto the autopsy table, Floyd
1 Reibe, a Navy photographer’s as-
sistant, and Captain John Stover,
¥3} commanding officer of the med-
¥ P21 ical school at Bethesda, all con-
2 ﬁrmed this to LLfton

hat was puzzb.ng because rec-
ords indicated that the body

s it left Dallas. Also peculiar was
=23d the odyssey of the bronze casket.
34 Lifton tracked down all seven

3 members of a military honor
k4 guard assigned to meet the coffin
21 at Bethesda. As they watched the
motorcade arrive at the front en-
trance and awaited orders, the
d gray Navy ambulance carrying
the casket'sat virtually unattend-

26 volumes of evidence compiled Byt was the body actually spirited out another exit?”

by the Warren Commission, there )
-had never been. even a hint of deceptive
“handling of the President’s body. But Da-
vid S. Lifton, 41, one of the most per-
sistent of the unoﬁcxa.l assassination re-
searchers, not only has a “two-caskel”
argument; in Best Evidence, a moeticulous~
ly researched, 700-page book to be pub-
lished this month by Macmillan, he parts
with previcus conspiracy theorists by pro-

posing a startlingly dlﬂ'erent idea of what

reauy happened. -

Lifton, a freelance writer who was
once 2 computer engineer with the Apol-
lo space program, first began studying the
assassination some 15 years ago when he
was a graduate student in physics at
U.C.L.A. In his research, he concluded
that neither the FBI, nor the Warren Com-
mission, nor the doctors who first viewed
Kennedy's body at Parkland Memorial
Hospitai in Dallas, nor the surgeons who

the wildest plot-against-the-President
suspense novel. In Lifton’s view, Lee Har-
vey Oswald was framed by assassination
plotters, who not only placed his rifle on
the Texas School Book Depository’s sixth
floor but also planted two fragments of
bullets in the Kennedy limousine and the
celebrated “pristine” bullet “399” on a
stretcher at Parkland Hospital. Following
their plan, the conspirators got control of
the body after it left Dallas long enough
to retrieve the actual lethal bullets; these,
Lifton says, were fired from the front of
the motorcade in Dealey Plaza, not from
the book depository behind the presiden-
tial convertible. The schemers, Lifton
continues, enlarged XKennedy’s head
wound to conceal evidence that he had

- been shot from the front; they added two

back wounds, which had not been seea
by some 13 nurses and doctors handling

l took off at I:ug,h speed. The honor guard

ed. Then at 7:05 p.m., Lifton re-
jates, the ambulam:c suddenly

tried to follow in a pickup truck but lost
it. Seaman Hubert Clark recalls himself
and his mates wondering “where in the
hell” the ambulance had gone.

About 7:10 p.m., according to a re-
port filed by two FBI agents, a gray Navy
ambulance arrived at the rear loading
dock near the hospital's morgue. The
agents, James Sibert and Francis O'Neill,
helped move the bronze casket from it to
the morgue. But at the entrance, they were
briefly stopped by the Secret Service; Lif-
ton says the agents were stalled so they
would not discover that Kennedy's body
was already in the morgue.

At 8 p.m., the honor guard members
finally found the ambulance at the rear
loading platform. The bronze casket was
back in the vehicle and they helped car-
ry this casket into an anteroom outside
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}-an adjacent room.” At-this time, ar-
* | the bronze casket and. rolled through

|- port this method of reuniting body and

"] pital- aRterward 'of a casket. being
- |:-rushed through the halls. Also several 2

M the top of the skull,” had been performed.
'Actually, no skull surgery had-been done.
by the Dallas doctors who fought to save -
- Kennedy’s life: When he found the agents’.’
.reference, Lifton writes, “I was exhilarat-
. -.—I had stumbled into. .a'

<

the morgue. On this second eatrance into
the hospital, says LiRon, Keanedy’s body
was back in the casket. Lifton found sevs
eral witnesses, including Hospital Corps-~
man James Metzler, who saw the casket

sheet, just as it had left Dallas,
. Butlfhﬁanhaslh.ulnplaentryof
caskets (once by the gray casket and twice
- by the bronze) well documeated, he ad-
mits to puzziement at how the body got

join the bronze coffin in which it had left
Dallas. The report by the two FB{ ageats,

»leave the autopsy room.and remain in.
" gues Lifton, the body was put back into §

a hallway to be placed back in the am-
bulance——all while: thc houor gua:d
.wasuymgwﬁndu.. e

e hﬁonhasnohardmdencetosup—

bronze coffin. But. O’Connor did tell 3
bim that there was talk at the hos-

witnesses reported that the bronze cof- 3
fin appeared damaged, including a
broken handle, when it was carried
into the morgue by the honor guard. K
Did this happen in the rush to get it #
back aboard the ambulance? Lifton §
absolves the Navy doctors conducting B
the autopsy of any involvement. He
. implies that either their military su- A
periors or a number of unidentified c¢i-
vilians present at the autopsy were di-
recting the movements of the body. .
But even if all that were true, what }
evidence was there that the body had
been altered? Lifton cites a previously

opened in the autopsy room at this time
—-andnowtheeorpsewaswrappeding

out of the morgue afterits first eatry, tore- .

which was never seen by the. Warren -
-Commission staff but had beea seat di--
’| rectly to the National Archives, gave Lif- |-
ton one clue. At one point, they. wrote,

“all personnel with the exception of med-
: [ .ical officers needed in the taking of pho-- | :
-} tographs and X.rays were requested. to|:

i otherthanOswald’s rifle. . %

unnoticed line in the same Sibert- Bl s
O’Neill FBI report. These agents saw CarkhBetbesda hallway during autopsy

other witnesses who saw a small object
wrapped.in a sheet being moved through
the hospital halls on a cart. When asked
what it was, the cart handler said it was
a stillborn baby. Lifton found that Bethes-
da records showed no stillbirths that day.
His . remarkable conjecture: Keanedy's
brain was on the cart, to be rejoined with
the body for the autopsy. :

Lifton further notes that Commander
James Humes, the chief pathologist at the
autopsy, reported that whea he later re-
moved the damaged brain from the skull,

he found that noae of the normal surgery’
- proceduses was needed to cut it loose. Lif-
ton’s theory: the brain had been removed
.earlier by the plotters to re-
-triesve any bullet . fragments

that would signify shots from ¥

‘Lifton dwells at length on g
t.he anatomical dxﬂ'erencu as

Author David Uﬂw

nedy’s head. They saw a small wound ia
the throat. where they made a tracheot-
omy incision of, at most, 3 cm in length.
They saw no wounds on the back. At first
they concluded Kennedy had been shot
from the front. The Bethesda doctors

- found a head wound that was much largsr

-—more than five inches in its longest di-
mension—and extending more to the top
and front of the skull than that seen at
Dallas. They measured a throat incision
up to 8 cm long. Unlike the Dallas doc-
tors, they discovered a small, round
“eatry” wound at the bottom of ths back
of the head. They detected another shal-
low rear wound well below the collar line.

. -After much discussion, they re-
_ ported that Kennedy appar-
x4 ently had been shot twice from
g the rear, one bullet.going into
A% his neck- and exmna ax hm
3 throar..

r F pmpomtmg ‘when Kennedy’s
2lexg body could have been spirited
away for the removal of bul-

24 rear “wounds.” He found only
§ one point in the public record
B when no one was reported in
.attendance at the bronze cas-

: '.ket between the time it left Parklaad

H and arrived at Andrews Air Force
. Base That was between 2:18 and 2:32
! pom., when General Godfrey McHugh,
g2~ Kennedy’s military aide, was angered
£y by a delay in the takeoff of Air Force

‘ 1 One from Dallas’ Love Field and had .
1 gone forward to argue with the pilot.

During-these 14 minutes, Lifton con-
jectures, someone took the body out of
1 itscasket and hid it on the plane. .
After landing at Andrews, Lifton

4 theorizes, the body was slipped out a

4 door on the plane's right side while
i TV cameras were recording the un-
loading of the bronze casket on the left.
i An Army helicopter departed at about
that same moment from Air Force
{ One's right side. Lifton believes that
Kennedy's body went with it, proba-
bly on a five-minute ride to the Army’s

;'surgery of the head area, namely, id :.

ed, terrified
house of horrors. ..

' Llﬂon telcphoned beert for an cxpla«'.
pation, but-was told he had to write.

to-FBI headquarters. He finally reccived.

| aletter saying that the ageats got their in= -
formation about the surgery from oral"
statements made by the’ autopsy docwrs

dunng the examination.: . =, = :
Later, in discussing Lhe autopsy w:th
Tochmcxau O’Connor, -Lifton was told

- brain was not in the skull. “The cranium

- the start of the autopsy and noted thﬂ -Did it carrya .mllbom baby, ora brain? ,
. vxewed through what he tenns “three

that ou arrival at the morgue, Kennedy’s .

‘was empty,” O’Connpor said. But the brain | -
-was not rcmoved in Dallas. Lifton found"

lenses™: 1) the Parkland doctors and nurs-
es; 2) the Bethesda doctors; 3) the autopsy
photographs and X rays. Those differenc-
es are a matter of public record. Official

-investigators have resolved them by con-
ot sxderm.g the X rays and photographs the -
3|-¢best evidence” of how the body had been

mortally injured. Lifton contends, with
substantial evidence, that the skull was so

“shattered that parts of it fell apart at the
.autopsy. He argues that some photos and

X rays were taken when the skull was lit-
erally “reconstructed” to produce the plot-
ters’ desired effect. Contrary photos, he
claims, were in one case deliberately de-
stroyed by a Secret Service agent, while

others known to be taken did not appear

in the final collection at the Archives.
< The Dallas doctors found a 2-in. by
2Y%-in. wound at lhe right rear of Ken-

- Walter Reed Hospllal. then by heli-
*: copter to Bethesda, getting there ahead

would have allowed someone up- lo 30
minutes to work on the body.

Lifton does not speculate about why
anyone in the Government would want

‘to kill Kennedy. Nor does he explain

why, if Oswald were innocent, he shot a
policeman while apparently ﬂecing Dal-
las shortly after the assassination. Lif-
ton quotes Wesley Liebeler, a Warren
Commission staff attorney who had at
first been sympathetic to much of the
author’s efforts, as warming about his
book, “Well, I don't think that anybody
will ever believe anything you say.” In
fact, some’ people are always ready to
believe most anything about the assas-
sination. But Lifton’s novel theory,

both grim and fascinating as a mystery-
story, is all but impossible to accepl’

asreality. —By Ed Mognuson

of the Kennedy motorcade. Such a trip |-

- 'nm:.JANUAn

Lmon has great dxmculty '

lets and the addition of the two | -
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‘Marguente Oswald
Mother of Accused
Slayer of Kenngdy "j

FORT WOR‘!’H Texas' (AP) —Mar- "
guerite Claverie Oswald, who stead- -
fastly maintained™ her son Lee
Harvey Oswald was framed in. the
assassination of President Jobn F.- |
Kennedy, died Saturday of cancer )
in a Fort Worth hospital. ™

She was admitted to the hospital
two months ago and had been receiv-:
ing treatment for the last year, She
lived in pear secl}xsxon in Eort
Worth, -

“She was alome and estranged
frommhez family and bad to, mgke " IR : ¢
all the decisions concerning her
own care and welfare,” said Dr. Jobhn- LMRGUEW C OSWALD *!

‘ Johnson, her physician. “She was herwhenxmportantpolmcal f1gures :
quité courageous.” Johnson de--, ..came to the Dallas-Fort Worth area.
clined to specxtywhatkmdof cancer 0 42 She.was‘a private nurse before -

K3 rf-~-':

Mrs. Oswald suffered from.

One of her last requests was t.hat
‘she be buried next to her son in
.Fort Worth’s Rose Hill- Cemetery,..
Johnson said. A spokesman. at the
Baumgardner Funeral Home in Fort *
Worth said private services would
be held, but that at the request'of
family members the time and date
would not be anpounced.: y

. Lee Harvey Oswald was Mrs Os-
wald’s second son,by her second
husband, Robert Edward Lee Os-
wald, who died two months after
Lee was borm in 1939, - -

Mrs. Oswald’s first son, John E.
Pic, was born in 1932, Robert Oswald

Jr. was born in 1934, and has served -

as a family spokesman. He was re- .

portedly in Fort Worth, but could

not be reached for comment.
Mrs. Oswald was divorced from
athird husband, Edward K. Eckdahl.
Mrs. Oswald believed her son, Lee,
who went to the Soviet Union in .
1959, was a spy for. both the CIA
and the FBIL She maintained Ken-
nedy's assassination was plotted by
members of the US. govemment,
and said her son was framed because
beinformed the FBI of their plans. .
Mrs. Oswald, who testified before

the Warren Commission in 1964, was

barred from the trial of Jack Ruby,
who was charged with killing her.
.son, and accused polxce of tallmg

N .
g . SN

“’Kennedy's death, but after her son’ f-

¥ vas accused she was unable to find -
work, she said.

i;-4] could work part time but no---;
body wants me,” she said in 1973.3%
“3*To exist, | have had to sell personal -
~ possessions, interviews and my story
..and my personal possessions are all =,
“T have.” She was bitter because pub-- -
lishers rejected a manuscript she "

wrote about the assassination.
In January 1969, she asked for §25
million in'damagesin five libel suits

against authors. of several books --
about the assassination, including .

then-Rep. Gerald R. Ford, who

. served on the Warren Commission. -,
. A federal judge later dmmlssed the- Y

suits. . e

. “This is not an ordmary case and

-I'm not an ordinary person. But 1

eat well, I sleep well and I have a .
. _free mind. After 14 years of suppres-

sion and distortions, I'm proud to

‘have survived,” the self-styled -
.“mother of bistory” said in a 1977 .

interview.

+ Mrs. Oswald said in 1977 that she .
- had not spoken with either of her

surviving sons or with Lee’s widow,

" Marina Oswald Porter, since 1963.
.Mrs. Oswald was born in New Or-

leans. Her mother died when she
was 2 years old. She leaves her two

_older sons and a sister, Lillian Mur-
_retof New Orléans :
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\darguenta C. OSwald 73, mother
- of accused presxdentxal assassin. Lee.
- Harvey Oswald, died of cancer yes>
terday. in a Fort Worth hospital. . -

-seclusion in’ suburban Fort Worth,

i always insisted there was no proof

that her son killed President-John.
- F. Kennedy in Dallas on Nov. 22,
1963. ¢ . - TEE
“There was a conspu'acy. . shc
said 10 years after the death. of
Kennedy and her son. “Lee was
framed. He was then murdered by
- Jack Ruby before millions watching
on TV a3 he was walking hand-
cuffed at police. headquarters that

o awful morning (Nov. 24) 10 years

ago.”
-Lee was Mrs. Oswald s second
son by her second husband, Robert
* Edward ‘Lee Oswald, who died two
- months after the chlld was bom in.
1939.
‘Her first son, John E. Pic, was
born in 1932, Her second son, Rob-
ert Oswald Jr— was born i in 1934 -

= Mrs. Oswald, who lived in near- .

Lillian Murret of New Orleans.
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" Mrs. Oswald was divorced from a

third husband, Edward K. Eckdahl.
Mrs, Oswald said in 1977 that
she had not ‘spoken with either of
her surviving sons ‘or with Lee’s.
widow,~ Marina . Oswald Porter,
since 1963.
Mrs, Oswald" fought recent at-

_tempts by an linglish assassination
theorist to exhume the body in Os-,

- wald’s grave to determine if it was
Oswald or a Soviet 1mpostor buried
m the grave.

In 1977, on her 70th birthday, .
Mrs. Oswald told The Associated ;
.Press she remained unwavering in
defense of her son, named by the [

Warren Commission as the lone as-
sassin in the Kennedy death.

Mrs. Oswald was a native of New
Orleans. She was a private nurse
befoia Kennedy's assassination, but
after her son was accused she was

‘unable to find work, she said.

In addition to her two sons, Mrs.
Oswald’s survivors include a sister,

THE WASHINGTON POST ?1/ ;

MARGUERITE OSWALI;
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DID NOT KILL JFK
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[ EXCLUSIVE NEW EVIDENCE|

Oswald

Just one day before the House assossinations committee was sched-
uled to fold on March 31, its life wes extended by nearly two yeors
— becouse of naw leads uncovered in the deoth of John F. Kennedy.
The committee, which was set up by Congress to investigote the
murders of President Kennedy and Martin Luther King, heard testimony
thot Texos oilmen were behind Kennedy's assossination. And o letter
reportedly written by Lee Horvey Oswald was released by a retired

Could Not Hav

’

e Killed JFK

«..And Top-Secret Govt. Documents Prove Accused Assassin Had Been on CIA Payrol

Texas newspaper editor. The latter ~— dated two weeks before
Kennedy's death — was oddressed to o ““Mr. Hunt'’ ond asked to
“discuss the motter fully before any steps ore taken by me or anyone
alse.”” The new evidence —~ ond the mystery-shrouded suicide of
Lee Horvey Oswold’s friend George de Mohrenschildt about two hours
ofter a Rouse investigator called to see him — triggered o massive
ENQUILRER probe, The accomponying articles reveal what we learned.

New evidence uncovered by The ENQUIRER reveals that Lee Harvey Oswald could not
have killed President John F. Kennedy.

At the very moment JFK was shot, Oswald and a friend — George de Mohrenschildt — were standing| After an extensive examination of

on a downtown Dallas street watching the motoreade pass, de Mohrenschildt told a hospital roommate last|ta

December.

De Mohrenschildt said Oswald ran‘from the scene and he never saw Oswald again. He also said that
Oswald was once offered money by a CIA agent to kill Kennedy — but rejected the offer.
De Mohrenschildt made these disclosures to roommate Clifford Wilson in Dallas — but before the House assassina-

tions committee got a chance to hear
them, de Mohrenschildt was found shot
to death.
The ENQUIRER has also uncovered
another startling aspect of the Kennedy
assassination case.
Top secret government documents —
kept locked away until only days ago —
reveal that Lee Harvey Oswald worked
for the CIA.
These documents, .now in The EN-
QUIRER's possession, prove Oswald was
on the CIA's payroll three years before
JFK’s assassination — a fact that top
CIA officials have vigorously denied,
even under oath,
De Mohrenschildt’s death came on
March 29 in Manalapan, Fla. A local
coroner’s inquest ruled it a suicide. Last
year de Mohrenschildt, a Dallas geolo-
gist, had tried to kill himself four times,
and had spent the last weeks of the
year in Dallas’ Parkland Hospital.
At the hospital, de Mohrenschildt be-
came friendly with Wilson, a man-
ual laborer .. . and over a period of
11 days in December, de Mohrenschildt
confided to Wilson that Oswald could
not have assassinated JFK.
“He said to me: ‘I know damn well
Oswald didn't kill Kennedy — because
Oswald and I were together at the
time,’ " Wilson told The ENQUIRER in
an exclusive interview,
_“"De Mohrenschildt said that at the
time Kennedy was killed, he and Os-
wald were both in downtown Dallas.
They had come there to see Kennedy,
Jjust like the other people.
_‘He said that when the shots were
fired, Oswald ran and he never saw
him again. De Mohrenschildt stayed
there and watched what was happen-
ing.”
Added Wilsan: ‘‘De Mohrenschildt told
me he and Oswald had been very good
friends for a long time.
‘*He also said Oswald had once been
offered money by a CIA agent to kill
-Kennedy — but that he had turned it
down.”

Wilson gave the agent’s name to The
ENQUIRER, but it is being withheld

TOP PROBERS of JFK assassina-
tion, Alan J. Weberman (left) and
Robert Sibley uncovered amazing
government documents,

: from the hospital for two days without

.
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INCREDIBLE DOCUMENT reveals a 201" file wos kept by the CIA o

Lee Horvey Oswald. They are kept
employees, accordirg to former CIA

because he is still active in the CIA.

De Mohrenschildt felt that the agent
arranged Oswald's murder because he
feared Oswald might talk about the
JFK murder contract he'd been offered,
Wilson told The ENQUIRER.

Wilson, who shared a room with de
Mohrenschildt at Parkland, said de
Mohrenschildt was a frightened and
deeply troubled man — fearing that he,
like Oswald, was going to be murdered.

“He was scared for his life. He said
50 a couple of times,” said Wilson, mar-
ried and the father of two children.

“‘He told me: ‘Because I was a friend
of Oswald. and | know what I just got
through telling you, I'm going to wind
up dying.'*”

De Mohrenschildt said his fear had
been triggered by the fact that the CIA
had begun harassing him in mid-1976,
Wilson said.

“De Mohrenschildt said he was visited
at home ~ and told he was being
watched — by the agent who'd offered
money to Oswald,” recalled the laborer.
CI‘}‘\Aiter that, he was bothered by the

“‘He said he couldn’t go anywhere or
do anything without one of them follow-
ing him.

“He said he couldn't even go home

them bugging him, calling him up and
threatening him.

“De Mohrenschildt said he and his
wife couldn’t take a walk without being
followed.

“He often told me: ‘They'll wind up

getting me.' Most of the time he men-

only on full-time professional staff
agent Potrick McGarvey. +~

tioned that the agent would wind up
getting him."”

De Mohrenschildt revealed that just
after his last suicide attempt, the agent
called him and said: “You almost did
the job for us, but it looks like we're
gonna have to do it ourselves,” Wilson
recalled. \

“He said that next time they would
do it right — that he was going to be
killed, and that they would make it
look like suicide.” .

De Mohrenschildt’'s fears — and his
depression — seemed to grow as the
days passed.

On one occasion he broke down and
cried for days, Wilson said.

Finally, de Mohrenschildt confided to
Wilson exactly why the CIA was out to
get him.

‘“He said to me: ‘I'll tell you why
they’'re bugging me . . . the Kennedy
assassination investigation has been
opened again, and they're afraid I'm
going to be called back up on that
thing — and this time I'll talk.’”

Wilson said de Mohrenschildt was re-
leased one day before he himself went
home, .

Three months later de Mohrenschildt
was found dead jn an upstairs bedroom
atl a close friend's home in Manalapan,
Fla.

“When I heard over the news that he
was shot, it brought tears.to my eyes,”
said Wilson, 17.

“From what he told me, I know damn
well it wasn't suicide.” ° |
- The ENQUIRER taped Wilson's story

DISCLOSURES by George de Mot
renschildt (left) show Oswal
(right) didn't shoot JFK.

Quiston, co-developer of the truth.
tecting Psychological Stress Evaluat

pes, McQuiston reported:

“At no point during the interview .
my electronic equipment indicate
was lying.

“My conclusion is that he is be
truthful.”

Dutch journalist Willem Oltmans, w
testified before the House assassil
tions committee in February, Mar
and April, confirmed that the geolog
had been running scared in rece
months.

And the newsman, a friend of

Mohrenschildt's since 1968, revealed
The ENQUIRER that de Mohrenschi
admitted he had met Jack Ruby — a f:
de Mohrenschildt had denied during t
timony before the Warren Commission
1964.
_QL&__.d.aﬁum%tg_{Jn both de Mohre
schildt and swald were obtain
through themmmm(%nf@;ﬁ
_omx‘las_:_gu%glfrom CIA headquarte
in Langley, Va., by Alan J. Weberm
and Robert Sibley — two top investig
tors who have devoted years to probi
the JFK assassination.

These documents reveal there is
*201" file on Oswald.

The very existence of this file — t
standard personnel file for paid C
employees — conclusively shows tr
he worked for the agency, three C
veterans confirmed.

“The fact that Oswald had one (a:
file) is absolutely fantastic!’ said f
mer CIA man Bradley E. Ayers
once trained anti-Castro Cubans.

Ayers said it meant Oswald w
‘‘either a contract agent, working f
them full time, or he was on some ki
of assignment for the CIA.”

Former CIA agent Patrick McGarv
was equally astounded when told
Oswald’s 201 file,

o ‘“You've got a bombshell, man! You'
got the one that cracks the egg,” M
Garvey told The ENQUIRER. "lf a g
has a 201 file, that means he's a pr
{gssional staff employee of the organiz
ion.”

M Victor Marchetti, former executive ¢
psistant to the deputy director of t
IA, agreed.

,‘Basically, if Oswald had a 201 fil
he was an agent,” he said.

In an exclusive ENQUIRER intervie
investigator Weberman revealed how t]
CIA had hidden the fact that Oswa
worked for the agency:

““The CIA never told the Warren Cor
mission that a 201 file existed on O

{ wald.

“Instead they claimed their file w.
a routine file on a suspected Communi
agent.

“This file offers conclusive proof th
Oswald was not just a ‘weak. pathet
loner,” as the Warren Commission co
cluded — but was in actual fact
CIA operative.”

The Commission, in fac{, was nev
told of Oswald’s work with™he agenc
CIA Director John McCone told the pa
el under oath that Oswald ‘‘was nev
associated or connected, directly or i

and took the tapes to Charles R, Mc-

directly, in any way whatsoever, wif

S !




agency.” Deputy Director Richard

ms issued similar denials,

wvestigators Weberman and Sibley
CIA documents which
w that Oswald’s friend, George de
wrenschildt, also had links with the

1 obtain

ney.

ne document reveals that after a 1 =
behind the Iron Curtain to Yugo- Bif:s ]

ja in 1957, de Mohrenschildt wa
:nsively debriefed by a CIA agent.

It seems clear to me that this new
lence on Oswald and de Mohren-
ldt proves there’s a conspiracy,”

| investigator Weberman.

And I'm confident that in the next
months this whole thing will be :

vn wide open.’
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alysis of Voices Using Psychological Stress Evaluator Shows . . .

iswald Told the Truth—He Did Not Kill JFK

. But Justice Warren Lied When He Said He'd Found No Evidence of a Conspiracy

e Harvey Oswald was telling
absolute truth when he said
1id not kill President Kennedy.
ad the late Chief Justice Earl
'ren lied when he said he'd found
evidence of a conspiracy in the
sident’s death. Warren headed the
mission that concluded JFK was

'd by a lone assassin.

i0se are the bombshell discoveries

the truth.detecting Psychologica

ss Ewvaluator (PSE), which tested
:ments made by both men. The PSE

o reliable that its results are ac

ed as court evidence in eight states.
)swald told the truth when he de-
that he was responsible for killing
ident Kennedy,” declared Charles
{cQuiston, co-developer of the PSE.
o =% by Earl Warren while he was visiting

IMMATE: Clifford Wilson
rd startling admissions In hospi-
from George de Mohrenschildt,

SRR T

McQuiston analyzed the statements Os-
wald made during a madhouse press
conference only hours after the Presi-
dent’s death. A newsman shouted to the
suspect, *'Did you shoot the President?’”

‘No! No!” Oswald quickly responded.

Noted McQuiston, “The situation was
very emotional, very stressful. In all his
statements, Oswald shows what could
be considered normal situational stress
in his voice patterns.

“But when he replies ‘No!. No!’ to
the question, his situational stress level
drops. That's impossible if he were
lying.” Another reporter asked Oswald
“1if he'd shot the President. “I didn’t
shoot anybody, no sir,”” he replied.

“This time he shows no stress at
all,”” said McQuiston, ““I have to con-
clude that he believed what he said.”

The PSE also tested statements made

1

: Brandeis University in 1972. He told an
¢ interviewer there were theories that
+" Nikita Khrushchev and Fidel Castro —
or possibly right-wing Texas oilmen —
were behind the assassination.

“We explored both of these theories
for 10 months, and found no evidence
that either of them were involved in
it,”” Warren stated.

McQuiston observed, ‘“The PSE shows

hard stress on this statement, particu-
§ larly on the words ‘and found no evi-

dence.’ Obviously, there was some evi-
dence. Perhaps it was something that

¥
3

1 was not properly pursued.”

Warren said he was aware of severe
criticism of the commission's finding
after the report was issued in 1964, but
added, ““I have found nothing since that
time (1964, when the commission’s re-
port came out) to change my view.”

Declared McQuiston: *“When Warren

view,’ he was lying. It’s quite apparent
1974

figures in the assassination, and had
them analyzed by the PSE Here are the
fmdmgs

2

The ENQUIRER obtained recordings &k
of statements made by many other key °
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¢ Oswald’s killer Jack Ruby was defi-
nitely lying when he said he just hap-
pened to be in the Dallas police station

when Oswald was brought out — and §

shot him on the spur of the moment.

Ruby told an interviewer, “‘The differ
ence in my meeting this fate (shooting
Oswald) was 30 seconds one way or the
other.”

McQuiston noted that Ruby ‘‘showed
extreme stress and was definitely lying.
It appears he was at the police station
for the very reason of shooting Oswald.”

¢ The late President Lyndon Johnson
doubted the conclusions of the Warren
report, although publicly he expressed
his belief in them. In a November 1966
press conference he said, ““I know of no
evidence that would cause any reason-
able person to have a doubt (about the
commission’s findings).”

But, said McQuiston, ‘“He shows ex-
treme stress at the.phrase, ‘I know of
no evidence.’ He knew something.”

* Former President Gerald Ford was
hedging, evasive and may have been
lying when he defended the Warren re-
port at a press conference on April 3,
1975. Ford was asked if he still had con-
fidence in the findings of the commis-
sion (he was a member of it). '“We said
the commission had found no evidence
of a conspiracy, foreign or domestic,"”
he responded,

“Those words were very carefully
drafted, and so far I've seen no evidence
that would dispute the conclusions. to
which we came.”

Noted McQuiston, ‘“His voice shows
stresses that indicate he’s not telling

said he'd ‘found nothing to change my 'm

from studying his stress patterns that ;Mmﬁiﬂ
he had found something that impugns his 1
commission’s findings.” Warren died in -?

CHARI NOIDW
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READOUT of Lee Harvey Oswald'’s voice on PSE shows he rold truth in soying he didn’t shoot JFK.

CHIEF. JUSTICE WARREN was
oware before his deoth in 1974 of
critiéism of commission’s report.

the whole story. He's hedging, and may
not be telling the truth. He avoided the
questions that were asked — he was
evasive."

o Former Texas Gov. John Connally,
wounded at the same time Kennedy was -
killed, wasn’t telling the truth when he
said he believed there was no conspir-
acy. Talking to the press in 1966, Con-
nally stated, *“I have never believed
there was a plot.”

McQuiston called the stréss pattern
on this statement ‘‘one of the strongest
we've run into in this investigation. He
does believe there was a plot.”
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Transcript of Astonishing Tape Discloses . . . _
Right-Wing Extremist Revealed Blueprint for Assassination
13 Days Before It Happened—And the FBI Knew!

Just 13 days before Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy was
gunned down in Dallas, a
right-wing extremist reveal-
ed details of the assassina-
tion with bloodcurdling accu-
racy.

The shocking plans were

secretly recorded by Miami !
police and given to the FBI —

but incredibly they let the po-
tential assassin roam free.

A transcript of the astonish-
ing tape — a blueprint for
-murder — was obtained by
The ENQUIRER.

On it, the late Joseph A. Mil-
teer, who was a member of
the White Citizens Council of

Atlanta, Ga., reveals in stun-

ning detail how:

o JFK would be assassinat-
ed from a tall office building
with a high-powered rifle.

e A fall guy would be picked
up within hours of the slaying
“just to throw the public off.”

Miami Circuit Court Judge
Seymour Gelber — who pro-
vided The ENQUIRER with
the tape transcript — was ad-
ministrative assistant to the
Dade County (Fla.) State At-
torney when the tape was
made in November 1963.

At the time Gelber was using
an undercover informant nam
ed Willie A. Somersett to infil
-trate a group of right-wing ex
tremists,

Gelber recalled:

“The crucial tape on the
JFK assassination was made
in a small downtown Miami
hotel where the informer Som
ersett was living on Nov. 9
}963— just 13 days before Dal
as.

“A Miami Police Depart-
ment detective set up a tape
recorder with a long playing
spool in a broom closet off the
kitchen.”

Milteer arrived and began
discussing future plans with
Somersett.

Here — in bone-chilling de-
tail — are astonishing excerpts
of their tape-recorded conver-
sation:

SOMERSETT: “‘I think Ken-
nedy is coming here (Miami)
November 18th to make some
kind of speech. I don't know
what it is, but I imagine it
will be on TV.”

MILTEER: “You can bet
your bottom dollar he is going
to have a lot to say about the
Cubans, there are so many of
them here.”

SOMERSETT: “Well, he'll
have a thousand bodyguards,
don’t worry about that.”

MILTEER: ““The more body-
guards he has, the easier it is
to get him.”

SOMERSETT: “Well, how in
the hell do you figure would be
the best way to get him?”

. MILTEER: “From an office
building with a high-powered
rifle.”

SOMERSETT: “They are
really going to try to kill
him?”

MILTEER: “Oh, yeah. It'is

in the working. __ _ _ __ __
(name deleted for legal rea-
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sons) is just as likely to get

him as anybody. He hasn't said

50, but he tried to get Martin

Luther King. He followed him

for miles and miles and

ﬁ?uldn’t get close enough to
m'll

SOMERSETT: “Hitting this
Kennedy is going to be 3 hard
proposition. I believe you may
have figured out a way to get
him, the office building and all
that.

“I don’'t know how them
Secret Service agents cover all
them office buildings every-
where he is going. Do you
know whether they do that or
not?” )

MILTEER: “Well, if they
have any suspicions they do
that, of course. But without
suspicion, chances are that

in Washington, This is the
wrong time of the year. But in
pleasant weather, he comes
out on the veranda and some-
body could be in a hotel room
across the way and pick him
off just like that. i

“You don’t have to take a

gup up there. You can disas.

they wouldn’t. You take there|¢

JF‘K MOTORCADE rolls through Dallas on fateful day as mon {(arrow

a0

) looking exactly

like right-wing activist Joseph A. Milteer (left) watches the President's car. Just 13
days before, Milteer disclosed — with chilling accuracy — the plot to murder JFK.

i semble and take it up in pieces.
t All those guns come knocked

down and you can take them

" apart.”

SOMERSETT: “Boy, if that

. Kennedy gets shot, we have

got to know where we are at.

! Because you know that will be

a real shake, if they do that.”

MILTEER: ‘“They wouldn't
leave ‘any stone unturned
there, no way. They will pick
up somebody within hours af-
terwards, if anything like that
would happen, just to throw

» the public off.”

SOMERSETT: “Oh, some-
body is going to have to go
to jail, if he gets killed.”

MILTEER:

bergh case.”

The tape was handed over
to the FBI and an official re-
port of the Bureau, dated Nov.
9, 1963, noted:

“Threat to kill President
Kennedy by J.A. Milteer, Mi-
ami, Florida, Nov, 9, 1963.”

After the FBI received the
tape, a presidential motorcade
scheduled in Miami for No-
vember 18 was called off. *“But
no steps were taken by-any
authority to arrest Milteer or
put him under surveillance,”
sald Gelber.

“On Dec. 4, 1963 — nearly
two weeks after the assassina-
tion — I heard that the FBI
had finally -acted. After the
act.

‘“Somersett called Milteer
and found that the FBI had
swooped down on Milteer and
questioned him as part of a
mass roundup of extremists,”
Gelber said. -~

Milteer denied to the FBI
that he ever threatened the
President’s life or that he par-

~

“Just like that |
Bruno Hauptmann in the Lind- ¥

ticipated in his assassination.

Remarked an astonished
Judge Gelber:

“The FBI had Milteer on
tape forecasting in detail the
assassination — yet they ac-
cepted his denial without ques-
tion and let him go.”

Gelber kept a diary of his
investigation which revealed
that shortly after Kennedy’s
death, police informant Som-
ersett met again with Milteer,
and reported on that meeting
to Miami Detective Everett
Kay on November 25. Accord-
ing to the diary, Somersett
told Kay: ’ .

‘He (Milteer) was very hap-

JUDGE Seymour Gelber was
with Dade County (Fia.)
State Attorney’s office in
November 1963 when he
heard tape that revealed
plans of JFK's slaying.

 Christensen,

py over it (the assassination)
and shook hands with me. He
said, ‘Well, I told you so. It
happened like I told you, didn’t
it? It happened from a win-
dow with a high-powered
rifle.’

“I said, ‘That’s right. I don’t
know whether you were guess-
ing or not, but you hit it on the
head pretty good.’

‘‘He said, ‘Well, that is the
way it was supposed to be
done, and that is the way it
was done.'”

Amazingly, Milteer may
have been just a few feet from
Kennedy as the President's
motorcade swept through Dal-
las on Nov. 22, 1963, the day
of the assassination.

A photograph taken.of the
motorcade shows a man who
looks exactly like Milteer
standing in the crowd, reveal-
ed investigative reporter Dan
who's  written
about the assassination for
“Miami” magazine.

Last summer, Christensen
made another startling discov-
ery as he searched through an
old, abandoned home of Mil-
teer in Quitman, Ga. Christ-
ensen found a bankbook be-
longing to the extremist which
showed that in the 3% months
before the assassination three
large deposits were made —
totaling $12,000 — and with-
drawn shortly after the kill-
ing.

Christensen also learned
that Milteer died™pder myste-
rious circumstances.

Milteer, according to his
death certificate, suffered fa-
tal burns when a Coleman

Continued on Next Page




Extremist

(Continued from
preceding page)
stove in his bathroom explod-
ed on Feb. 9, 1974. He died

two weeks later, byt no sutop-
sy was pertormed and the lo-
cal ‘mortician, who saw- the
body, said the burns were not
severe enough to have caused
death.

There-is one final chilling

twist. Judge Gelber told The

ENQUIRER:

“The Dade County State At-
torney’s files on the JFK as-
sassination disappeared some
time between 1971 and 1976. 1
last saw them — they consist-

With the Death This Month of Former Cuban President . . ..

At Least 21 People lmked to the Assassination Hv Dled Mysienously

When former Cuban
president Carlos Prio So-
carras sent a fatal bullet

crashing into his chest .

April 5, he became the
latest name added to ap
astonishingly long list of
people who died mys-
teriously — and often vio-
lently — after being link-
ed to the assassination of
John F. Kennedy.

Since that fateful day more
than 13 years ago, at least
21 men and women who
knew something or some-
body connected with JFK's
murder have died under
strange circumstances. In al-
most every case they died
either by murder or suicide.

The macabre list of deaths
grew bigger when Prio com-
mitted suicide. His death has
brought renewed interest into
an FBI document that had

been shelved with thousands
of other assassination-relatedi

files in the National Archives.

Ten days after the assassina-
tion, FBI agent Daniel Doyle
wrote a report quoting a reli-
able FBI informant that Prio

was actually a one-time busi-:

ness associate of Jack Ruby,!

the nightclub owner who killed ; b

assassin Lee Harvey Oswald.®

The report said that Hubyi

once purchased a share in a

Havana casino in which Prio!

was the principal owner. In the !
mid-1950s both Ruby. known as
Jack Rubenstein, and Prio
were active in arranging:
flights of weapons to the Cas-
tro guerrillas in Cuba while:
Prio was financing the supply .
of arms to pro-Castro forces.

Assassination  investigator®
Alan Weberman told The EN-
QUIRER: *Prio supported Cas- |

Huge Enquirer Team
Worked on Special

This week's ENQUIRER
special on the Kennedy As-
sassination involved 40 edi.
tors, reporters, photogra-
phers and researchers work-
ing as a coordinated team.
These are the people re-

sponsible:

Generol Editor: William Dick
Associote Editors: Molcolm Balfour,
Nat Chrzan, Thomas Kunci, Bernord
DA, Scon Edword  Sigoti, Robert

G. Sm

Am;'on' Editors: Keith Davidson,
Gerold Davis, Jack Grimshow, Jim
Leggett, teonmord Sondler, Michoel
S. Vohmann, Atlon A, Zulla

Senior Reporter: Dick Snx?y
Reporters: Tony Brenno, John Cocke,
Rod Gibson, Lee Harrison, Poul Jen-
kins, Susin Keeler, Shelley Ross,
Steve Rothman, Roy Smith
Researchers: Ruth Annen, Priscille
Bodger, Lindo Cohill, Pat Crifaci,
Martha  Moffett, Clare O'Keeffe,
Julie Sawyers, Phillip Siimak
Correspondents: John Blockburn, Pe-
ter Brennon, Paulette Cooper, Robert
Mann, Jim McCondlish
Photogrophers: Lorry Holden, John
Miller, Robert S, Wiley -Jr.

. shot Oswoid, Five months loter Hunter

LATEST DEATH linked to
the JFK murder is former

Cuban president Carlos

Prio Socarras.

tro who promised to make him |

president again. But Castro

double-crossed him and Prio
. was very active in arrang-

Cuba back by force.”
Prio died violently, like so

‘rectly connected with JFK's
: murder. The mysterious deaths
of persons involved with the
Kennedy assassination were:

LEE HARVEY OSWALD

Murdered Nov. 24, 1963

Millions of télevision viewers looked on

in horror as the suspected ossassin —
| who could have praviged so many much.
needed onswers -—— was gunned down
by Jack Ruby in the bosement of the
Dallos golrce stoticn Sunday, twe days
after J was killed

JACK ZANGETT!
| Found murdered December 1963
i The doy before Oswald was shot, Zan-
etti, monoger of o motet complex in
xighomo, told some friends, ''Three
men — not Oswald ~— killed President
nnody. A man nomed Jock Ruby will
k-ll Oswaold tomorrow and in o few days
a member of the Fronk Sinotro family
will be kidnapped to toke some of the
altention away from the assossination.”
iy This conversation was confirmed by os-
sessination researcher Penn Jones v,
Zanqcm was dead right, On Decem-
r 8, aboul two weeks ofter Ruby shot
Oswa!d Frank Sinatra Jr. was kidnap-
Ded ond loter released unharmed,
Two weeks ofter the prophetic con~
versation, Zangetti was found dead in
Loke Lugert, Oklgshomo, with bullet
i holes in his chest,
BETTY MOONEY MacDONALD
Committed suicide Februory 1964
A former stripper in Jack Ruby's
Carousel Club, Betty had been to a
porty attended by Oswald. Betty had
provided on otibi for © man occused of
shooting and wounding Warren Rey-
nolds, a witness to the Kennedy assos-
singtion, A week ofter tolking 1o the
police, she wos orrested for fighting
with her roommate. An hour later she
was dead — she wos {ound honging in

her celi.
HANK KILLAM
Found dead March 17, 1964

Killom, husband of Wando Killam
who wos oiso o stripper for Ruby, was
associated mot only with Ruby but with
John Corter who lived in the same
rooming house ©y Oswold. Atfter the
ossossination, Killom moved from state
1o stote to ovoid questioni by fed-
eral ogents, Four months otter JFK's
murder, Killom wos found dead on o
Pensocolu, Flo., street — his throat was

slosh
BiLL HUNTER
Kilted April 1964
Hunter, 35, on oward-winning news.
man w:m the Long Beach Press-Tele-
grom in Long Beach, Calif,, had met
with Ruby’s attorney Tom Howard ot
Ruby's apartment only hours after Ruby

was shot to decth a policemon in
the Long Beach police station, The po-
liceman said he dropped his gun ond
it accidentolly fired when he picked it
up. The buiiet went through Hunter's

heort,
GARY UNDERRILL
Found deod Moy 8, 1964
Underhili, o former mnmaly affalrs
editor of Life mogozine, end o CIA

mg the Bay of Pigs plot to take '

many others directly or indi- -

agent, “begged his friends to keep him
out of sight” ofter the ossassination,

clgimed Penn Jones Jr. "Aimost out of
his mind, he told his friends that he
knew wha killed President Keanedy and
he wos sure ‘they’ would soon get him.”

According to Jones, Underhill said
the CIA had killed Kennedy because it
was unhaoppy obout JFK's snoopmo into
its affoirs. On Moy B, 1964, in Wash-
ington, D.C,, Underhill died of gunshat
wounds to the head. Authorities ruled
it suicide -~ even Vhough he was right-
hended and he was shot through the

left side of the head.
JIM KOETHE
Murdered Sept. 21, 1964
A Dallos  Times Herold reporter,

Koethe, 30, had olso met with Ruby’s
ottorney the some time os Hunter did.
Ten months later Koethe wos killed by
a karate chop t0 the throat o3 he
emerged from a shower in his opart-
ment, His killer wos never found,

TOM HOWARD

Died March 1965
Howard, Ruby's attorney,
heart ottack In Dallas, “He was seen
acting strongely two doys before his
decth ond no ouiopsy wos performed,”’
said Penn Jones J

od Sept. 4, 1965
Two doys before the JFK murder,

Rose, o stripper for Ruby, had 'ald
hospltal psychiateist Or. Victor Weiss
thot the President wos going to be
killed. The doctor put it down to the
rovings of a heroin addict — until the
assassination, Cherami then told police
she hod seen Oswald in Ruby's ciub
many times, Nearly two years later, o
hit-gnd-run car struck Rose, crushmq

died of o

her skull, neor Big Sondy Texas.
DOROTH KILGALLEN
Found dead N 1965

Ouring Jock Rubys 1110; for murder-
ing Oswald, columnist Dorothy Kilgallen

had © 30-minute private interview with |

CLAY SHAW: Acqumed
of conspiring to kill JFK,
he died in 1974 — but
exact cause of his death
was never established.

Billionaire Texan H.L.
Hunt — recently named as a
major figure in the conspira-
cy to kill JFK — was actually
taken into custody by federal
agents on the day of Ken-
nedy’s assassination, The EN-
QUIRER has learned.

However, Hunt was detained
not as a suspected conspira-
tor — but for his own protec-
tion, according to reporter
Brian Hitchen, who interview-
ed Hunt for the London Daily
Mirror.

“Hunt said the agents told
him a lot of people believed he
had something to do with the
assassination, and that they
wanted to take him and his
wife away,” said Hitchen, who
interviewed the oilman in Dal-
las on March 18, 1968. Hunt

ed of thousands of pages of
transcripts and documents —
in 1971,

“1 was the person who gave
permission for their move-
ment or for people to exam-
ine them. No one asked to. see

After his
-death from cancer, attor-
neys charged Dallas au- -
thorities with negligence.

JACK RUBY:

Ruby in the judge’s chombevs She
never published what wos said
Do:oihy‘vold her maokeup mon she
was going to “break the Kennedy os-
sossination wide open within five doys.”
Three doys loter Dorothy wos found
dead in her New Yark apartment. Medi-
col experts never determined the exact
circumstonces surrounding her deoth —
there were no signs af vialence or sui-
cide — but they did discover @ com-
binotion of ofcohol ond berbiturates.
WILLIAM PITZER
Found deed Oc¢tk 29, 1966
For three yeors US, Novy L. Wil.
liom Pitzer kept the secret of rthe qu-
topsy of President Kennedy. Pitzer hod
photographed the gutopsy of Bethesdo
Navol Hospital in Bethesda, Md., out-
side Waoshington, .C., ond was in-
structed never to reveal what he sow,
In the fall of 1966 he retired from the
Novy aoffer 28 years and took o $45,000
0 yeor job with @ network TV staton,
Less thon a month loter, Pitzer wos
tound dead with g buiet in his head.
A gun was feund in his right hand.
JACK RUBY
Dicd Jon. 3, 1967
Concer claimed the fife cf this maior

figure in_the JFK gssassingtion investi- !

gation. The next doy rmis ottorneys
charged negligence by Colios outhori-
ties who had custody of their client,
They said ofticiols ignored Ruby's vom-
iting ond complaints that he wos itl,
DAVID FERRIE

Died Feb. 21, 1967
Ferrie wos a CIA controct pilot who
had flown inte Cuba on sezret missions,
In early 1967 New Orlegns District At-
torney Jim Garrison —— convinced Fer-
tie wos port of the censpiracy thet
kitled JFK — questioned the CIA pilot
on the theory that Ferrie had flown the
teq! murderers out of Oaolles immedi-

ately ofter the ossassingtion.
A month offer he wos gquestioned and

them until 1976. T called the
North Miami warehouse where
they were stored and asked
for them. An extensive search
was launched — but nothing
was found. They're gone and
no one knows where.”

apartment  with an  unsigned  suicide
note. Coroner Dr, Nicholos Chetto ruled
suicide claiming thaot a ruptured blocd
vessel had coused o mossive broin
hemorrhage. But the coroner never ex-
plained how Ferrie could have induced
such @ hemorrhage.

ELADIO DEL VALLE

Murdered Fob, 21, 1967

On the same day as Ferrie's death,

his close friend Elodic Del Valle, o
weolthy exiled Cuban, was murdered.
Dei Vaite, who had flown with Ferrie
on mony secret missions to Cubo, wos
found in & Miomi parking fot — with
] bulIet wound in his heart,

DR. MARY SHERMAN

Murdered Junc 1967

Another of Ferrie‘s friends, Dr. Mary
Shermon was shot to death in New
glecms Hec killer then burned ber

DR. NICHOLAS CHETTA
Died Moy 1968
fn o mocabre twist of fote, the

coroner himself, who performed outop-
sies on both Ferrie and Dr. Sherman,
died of o heart ottack.

CLYDE JOMNSON

Murdered July 1969

Johnson, 37 — who hod attended

parties with Ferrie, Ruby ond Oswold
— was slated to testify ot the New
Orleons conspiracy ltriol that Garrison
was conducting. Johnson never appear-
ed. .He was beoten up so severely he
hod 1o be hospitalized. Then five
months later he was shot to death near
Greensburg, Lo.

SOSEPH A, MlLYEiR

Died Fob. 22, 1974

Milteer, o right-wing cx'rcmis? wos

secretly macd by Miomi police as he
deteiled with terrifying occurocy how
JEX would be killed — 13 days befcre
the assassinotion.  After  Kennedy's
death, the FBI briefiy questicned, then
released Milteer. On Feb. 9, 1974, ¢
Colemgn stave blew up in his boih-
room. Two wecks later Miltcer died of
burns he suffered in the hre, accordirg
to the death cortificate, but mo autensy
was performed — ond the burns were

not severe enough 1o have couscd
degth. according to @ martician who
sow the body,

CLAY SHAW
Died Aug. 15, 1974

Shaw o wealthy  busings:man, wcs
tried by Garrison and acauwtted of cone
spiring to kill Kennedy. In  Jenucry
1974, former CIA exccutive Victor More
chetti revecled that g ClA executive
instructed on cgenl to give “Show ofl
the help he needs”” during the Gorrison
nvestigotion. Several months after this
revelotion Shaw was found dead in his
home. The exoct couse of deoth wes
never established becouse his body wos
embolmed too quickly.

GEQRGE de MOHRENSCHILOY
Committed suicide Morch 29, 1977
De Mohrenschiidt, 5 shat himselfl to

death in Manalopan, Fla.. ealy houss
ofter learning that on investigater fer
the House ossassingtions  committee
wanted to interview him. De Mohecn-
schildt once testificd before the Warren
Commission thot he had been o close
friecnd of Oswald.

CARLOS PRIO SOCARRAS
Committed suicide Aprit 5, 1977
Exactly o week ofter de Mohrenschild?t

took his lite, Carlos Prio also committed
suicide, becoming the lotest nome in
the ossassingtion decath list — a list

relecsed, Ferrie wos found dead in his | that may never stop growing.

Billionaire Named in the Plot Was Taken Into Custody by -
Federal Agents on Day of JFK Slaying

told me he and his wife were
escorted to another city, where
they were kept for, I believe,
three days.

‘At no time was he under
arrest. He said the agents told
him. 1t was for his own protec-
tion.” .

Dutch journalist Willem Olt-
mans told the House assassin-
ations committee last month
that the late oilman was iden-
tified as a member of the as-
sassination  conspiracy by
George de Mohrenschildt, a
Dallas geologist and close
friend of Lee Harvey Oswald
just before the assassination.

‘“De Mohrenschildt definite-
ly identified H.L. Hunt as
being his important contact in
the oil community with regard
to the conspiracy,” Oltmans
told The ENQUIRER. :

H.L,
Hunt was detained by fed-
eral agents — for his own
protection — on doy Pres-
ident Kennedy was slain,

TEXAS OILMAN:



A Lack of Fresh Data,
Breeding False Suspicion

By Jacob Cohen

Can it be that Lee Harvey Oswald, surely the most in-
tengely studied murderer in history, was, in fact, a very
different man than we have been led to believe?

Edward Jay Epstein, a long time critic of the Warren
Commission with a reputation as a moderate conspiracist,
suggests this intriguing possibility in his latest book.

Far from belng an habitual loner, Epsteln's Oswald is a
man who could do nothing without external direction. He
did not decide by himself to defect to the Soviet Union but
was recruited by Soviet agents while he served in the Far
East as a Marine radar operator. In Russia, he supplied
important military intelligence which may have led to the
downing of the U-2 ?{ plane. .

Epstein’s Oswald is
the manner of a competent spy.
suicide {n Russia but, even 30, he enjoyed a happy and
ﬁ:‘os rous stay there while being trained at a spy school

insk. His application for re-admission to the United
States was made under direct KGB tutelage and his writ-
lnPl from that period ~— his “Historic Diary,” an un-
fr endlr essay about life in Russia, letters home, and
several sets of notes - were also prepared under Soviet
direction to create the accepted “legend” of Oswald, the
seriously unhappy. increasingly disillusioned, highly
erratic, suicidally unstable, volatile Nonentity.

Rugsla‘s control of Oswald did not end with his depar-
ture {rom the Soviet Union, Epstein suggests that a RGB
agent may even have continued coaching him on board the
ship he took home. Once back, he behaved in a furtive spy-
like manner, contacted known Russian agents, and even
supplied the Soviets with more classified military informa-
tion obtained from a photography lab where he worked.
And all the time Oswald continued to embellish upon the
“legend’’ of the unstable loner which the Russians had
created for him, . :

A “LEGEND” in spy language i3 a cover and Epstein
points out that Oswald's legend, which the Warren Com-
mission accepted, was a perfect cover for his re-defection
to the United States and for his subsequent spying. If
.caught, he could alwag's appear to be a lonely nut, absolv-
ing his bosses. Indeed, the Russiang were so intent L:Kon
maintaining this le%end after the assassination that they
sent over a fake KGB defector who claimed to have been in
?ersonal charge of the Oswald case in Russia and con-
irmed to the CIA and FBI that Oswald had been a pain in
the neck who had given no secrets and whom the Russians
were glad to be rid of.

It should be stressed that Etgsteln now accepts the War.
ren Commission's !inding that Oswald was the lone
assassin and even says he accepts what he calls the “cir-
cumstantial” evidence that Oswald conceived and planned
the shooting alone. However he does not even summarize
this circumstantial evidence and the pages on Oswald's ac-
tivitles Just prior to the killing are sprinkled with old con-
splratorial Insinuations which Epsteln makes no effort to
elucidate or clear up. Amazingly, he says absolutely noth-
ing about how and why his rational spy turned into a lone

Coatinued on Page $

intelugent..raYJonal and stable, in
He may have attempted
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. LEGEND: THE SECRET WORLD OF LEE
HARVEY QSWALD, by Edward Jay Epstein. Read-
er's Digest Press/McGraw-Hill Book Con;pany. $12.95.
The controversial book is reviewed todary Tom two per-
spectives: David Wise writes !requent’y about intelli-
ence agencies. His most recent book is “The American
olice State.” Jacob Cohen is an associate professor of
American Studies at Brandeis University. His book,
Conspiracy Fever,"” will be published this fall,
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Epstein’s Thesis: Hints
Of KGB Entanglements '

By David Wise

Lee Harvey Oswald, accordlné to Edward Jay Epstein,
may have been gome sort of a KGB agent. Epstein, the au-
thor of “Inquest” and other writings about the assassina-
tion of President John F. Kennedy, does not quite come out
and say that Oswald worked for the Soviet intelligence
service, nor does he offer proof, but that is the clear t
3! hislr&e'w book, “Legend: The Secret World of Lee Harvey
swald."”

Epstein hastens to add that high CIA officials did not be-
lieve that Oswald acted “under the control of Soviet intelli-
gence when he assassinated the President.” In fact, he
tells us, *‘circumstantial evidence” (a ghrue not further
explained) “‘seemed’’ to make that possibility uniikely. -

But the theory that Oswald was deeply entangled with
the KGB while he lived in the Soviet Union and perhaps
after he returned to the United States is entirely compat-
ible with the world-view of James Jesus Angleton, the lor-
mer chief of counterintellgence for the CIA, who is a cen-
tral figure in ""Legend,”” and who was, it would appear, of
considerable assistance to Epstein.

Angleton, it will be recalled, is the tall, reclusive figure
whose job it was to unmask KGB attempts to penetrate or

- confuse the CIA, He was inevitably portrayed in the press

as a character out of spy fiction — an admirer of Ezra
Pound who raised prize-winning orchids in his greenhouse
and patiently outwitted trout with the same skill that he
used to reel in unwary Soviet agents. To some, Angleton
seemed a rather sinister figure, an impression reinforced
when he appeared before the Church committee of the
United States Senate and actually testified that a secret

enc lik?dCIA does not have to obey the ‘“‘overt orders”
resident.

TO ANGLETON, the Cold War has never ended, and de-

‘tente is a8 Potemkin village, yet another Soviet trick. Al-

though the CIA broke the law by opening first-class mail,
Angleton delended that in his testimony as “indispens-
able” to combat the Soviets. Angleton made it plain to the
senators that he was shocked ~ not by CIA law-breaking
but by *“the weakness of power'’ of the United States. .

The Angleton who testified to the Church committee is
not recognizable in “Legend.” To Epstein, Angleton is a
master cou.nter?r. with “prematurely silver hair and a
finely sculptured face,' the ‘superbly patient’’ fisherman
who “played defectors much like trout.”” A man, in short,
much too clever to fall for a story told by the likes of Yuri
Ivanovich Nosenko. X

Yuri Nosenko, ostensibly a member of the Soviet disar-
mament delegation at Geneva, defected to the CIA on Feb.
4, 1984, less than three months after President Kenned
was murdered in Dallas. Nosenko told his astonished CI

- contacts that he was a KGB officer who, while in Moscow,

had personally sx:gervised the file his agency had opened
on Oswald when the former Marine Corps radar operator
defected to the Soviet Union in 1959, Nosenko clajmed that
the KGB had decided Oswald was of ‘‘no interest,”” and
that neither Oswald nor bis wife, Marina, had ever been

Continued on Page ¢
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" recruited or even approached by the KGB as possible
agents. Nosenko, according to Epstein, added that Oswald
was considered by the KGB to be “unstable . . . gnd of lit-
tle importance.".

WITHIN THE CIA, a debate occurred over Nosenko: In
briel, Angleton and his men on the counterintelligence
staff considered Nosenko to be a [ake, a KGB agent dis-

atched to feed disinformation to the CIA. Others in the

IA did not agree; they concluded Nosenko was what he
represented himself to be. FBI director J. Edgar Hoover,
Epstein argues, had two good reasons to dnsagee with
Angleton and to accept Nosenko's ‘‘bona fides,’” as they
say in the spy business. First, if Oswald was a Soviet
agent, the FBI, which had failed to keep very good track of
him when he returned to the United States, would look
even more incompetent. Second, Hoover's {avorite Soviet
double-agent, a KGB officer working under diplomatic
cover at the United Nations in New York, told the FBI that
Nosenko was real. This agent, whom the FBI code-named
“Fedora,’ had supplied the FB] with a steady stream of
information about Soviet sr! activities. 1! Fedora was
lying about Nosenko, it would mean that for two years he

other things. R

Nosenko and his story form the core of Epstein’s book,
and here he has broken important new ground. There Is no
question that Nosenko's defection in Geneva in "1964
touched o!f a bitter and prolonged debate within the intelli.
§ence community, one that has not been resolved to this

ay. Before long, one senior CIA olficial involved in as-
sessing the case had even been accused by a colleague of
being a Soviet “penetration’” of the CIA. And, as Epstein
reveals, the Warren Commission decided not to question
Nosenko when Richard M. Helms of CIA explained to Chief
Justice Warren that U.S. intelligence was unable to decide
whether Nosenko was real, or a Soviet disinformation
agent, i

THE MOST INTRIGUING portion of Epstein's book re-
lates how, bit by bit, Angleton and his staff were able to
assemble evidence leading them to congclude that Yuri
Nosenko could not have held the positions in the KGB, and
handled the cases, that he claimed he did.

Epstein’s account is as interesting an exposition of the
lethal chess game that goes on between the CIA and the
KGB as will be found anywhere. At the same time, a major
flaw is revealed, both in An%leton‘s theory of the case and
in “"Legend,” which so heavily depends on that theory. For
Angleton concluded that if Nosénko was a false, that is, a
planted defector, then his story wag false, What Nosenko
was attempting to protect, Epstein says Angleton con-
cluded, ““might be a prior connection Oswald had had with
the KGB.” Might be.

The difficulty with Angleton’s equation, and Epstein’s, is
that it doesn't work to the exclusion of all others. Epstein
argues that if Nosenko is false, his story is false. Other
equations might be set ug: for example, Nosenko true, his
story false. Under this theory, Nosenko might be 8 KGB
man who defected, but who made up a story about Os-
wald’'s file to have something to peddle to the CIA. Or
Nosenko might be true, and his story true.’

1lean toward a fourth equation, which apparently never
occurred to James Jesus Angleton or anyone else in CIA:
that Nosenko was false but his story was true. Suppose the
KGB panicked after President Kennedy was killed and the
only suspect arrested in the case turned out to be an
avowed Marxist who had lived in the Soviet Union. Sup-
pose that the Soviet leadership felt it crucial to convince
the American government, the American public, and
world opinion that Moscow bore no responsibility for the
assassination of a young and ogular American president.
What better means of accomplishing this thantosendout a
KGB agent with a thessage that Oswald was not a Soviet
agent?

That Nosenko may not really have handled Oswald's file
does not mean that his message was necessarily false. If
the Soviet motive was to ‘‘clear” Moscow and the KGB of
responsibility for Oswald, it is certainly possible that
Nosenko was not all he claimed to be but his information
about Oswald was true,

EPSTEIN ARGUES, convincingly, that Oswald might
have turned over information about the U-2 spy plane to
the Russians, since he had access to data about the CIA
aircraft when he was stationed as a Marine aviation radar
operator at Atsugi, Japan. Conceivably, the Soviets even
used this information to shoot down the U-2 piloted b
Francis Gary Powers on May 1, 1960, only six and a halt
months after Oswald defected to the Soviet Union. But Os-
wald’s access to information about the U-2 was known to,
and explored by, the Warren Commission, which reported
that Oswald had threatened 1o reveal to the Russians the
military secrets he had learned as a radar operator in the
Marines.

But to suggest, as Epstein does, that Oswald might have
betrayed secrets to the Soviets is rather ‘different from

concluding that Oswald had a KGB “connection.”” Which ;.......

brings us to what is perhaps most disturbing about Ep-
stein’s book: it {s, from jacket and title to the last footnote,
heavily larded with dark hints, implications never-quite-
stated, and veiled innuendn. For example, Epstein devotes
considerable (and very imerestin%) etail to George De
Mohrenschildt, the Soviet-born businessman who be-
friended the Oswalds and who, according to Epsteln,
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worked variously for Polish, French and possibly Swedish

and Nazi intelligence, and ‘was in close contact with *J.
Walter Moore, the CIA agent in Dallas.”

But Epstein's Impressive research into De Mohren-
schildt's tangled life is severely distorted by the chapter
title: “The Handler.” The handler for whom? Does E
stein mean to su%gest that De Mohrenschildt was Oswald's
Soviet controller? Or his “handler" for the CIA? Or what?
Presumably, Epstein wants us to conclude that De Moh-
renschildt was “*handling’” Oswald for some intelligence
agency, but he doesn’t say, and the chapter heading con-
veys some of the elusive, slippery quaiity of the book.
Perhaps George De Mohrenschildt was handlng Oswald
for the KGB, as I think Epstein is hinting, but there is an
equally valid possibility that he was an international, free-
lance busybody.

“LEGEND,” alchouih it concentrates on Nosenko and
Oswald, travels through an espionage maze. For example,
before Nosenko popped up in Geneva in 1964, another
Soviet defector, whom the CIA called “'Stone,” and whom
Angleton apparently believed to be tellng the truth, had
warned that a “‘mole,” or penetration agent, had burrowed
his way into the senior ranks of the CIA and was reporting
to Soviet intelligence. Nosenko contradicted certain infor-
mation provided to the CIA by Stone and insisted there was
no “mole.” Angleton, Epstein says, therefore concluded
that Nosenko may have been dispatched to the West in

ves of James Angleton

Lee Harvey Oswald as a 19-year-old Marine st&
tioned in California (left); and while at Atsugi
Japan, in May 1958. .

part to discredit Stone and to persuade the CIA that ther
was in fact, no ‘mole’’ in Langley. .

. Within the CIA, the debate over Nosenko continues
Angleton’s view was not universally hailed. For one thing
Epstein says, Nosenko, who had lirst contacted CIA i
1962, two years before he defected, provided the informa-
tion that enabled the British to arrest John Vassall, 2
Soviet spy in the British Admiralty. By itself, this did not
prove Nosenko's bona fides, since in the espionage sea, lit-
tle fish are often sacrificed for the bigger {ish. In 1867 and
1977 official CIA in-house investigations concluded that
Nosenko was a genuine defector. In the meantime, CIA
director William Colby had forced out Angleton and his top
aides, The cloaks and daggers were [lying.

In the end, the most ﬁersuasive lesson of ‘‘Legend’’ Is
that Angleton, for all of his apparent brilliance in discred-
iting the details of Nosenko's story, was limited in his
larger conclusions by the very limits of the dark and secret
world in which he operated, Nosenko false story {alse is
not an equation that would be accepted by an honorable
schoolboy.

ONE MIGHT EVEN sulggest a fifth equation. If Nosen-
ko's story was so clumsily transparent, if there were so
many strands dangling for Angleton to tug at and unravel,
might it even be that Nosenko was a KGB plant whose pur-
pose was to make CIA conclude that he was false, and
therefore his stor{ false? That, you see, might lead the
CIA to think Oswaid was a KGB agent, when in lact he was
not, which would confuse everybody. And it would lead
James Angleton to conclude there was indeed a ‘‘mole”
burrowing away in the CIA, What better way could Mos-
cow find to sow confusion and suspicion inside the top
echelons of American intelligence? .

For all of its shortcomings, “'Legend’ will be required
reading for those interested in the secret world of intelli-
gence and in the Kennedy assassination. It is well-written,
carefully researched, and ultimately very disappointing. ¢
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‘Legend’: A Patchwork of Flimsy Insinuations,
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murderer who would risk involving Russia in an incident
which could have had catastrophic consequences. I would
uess, therefore, that most readers of this book will leave
t with the strong impression that the man who could do
nothing alone did not kill the President alone either.

How could we have been so wrong about the past and,
more than that, the character of a man who has been as
relentlessly scrutinized as Oswald? Supq.orted by an “al-
most unlimited buc&get" which was supplied by the Read-
er’s Digest, and aided by a team of researchers, Epstein
claims to have turned up important new data, However,
students of the case will ge struck by how little new infor-
mation he has uncovered and how cleverly he has

rojected, as his own, material which is already in the

arren Report and other works. Although the book gives
the outwarg appearance of thorough documentation, an{-
one who carefulfy studies Epstein’s footnotes will find little
help in locating the verifiable sources for his most impor-
tant factual assertions. :

BUT MORE SERIOUS: in several instances Egstein has
resorted to distortions and coverups of exactly the sort he
has fre?uentlr attributed to the Warren Commission.

Consider, for example, his sensational contention that
Oswald’s handwritten “'Historic Diary" is not an accurate
day-by-day account of a despairing man's growing disillu-
sionment with Russia, as suggested in the Warren Report,
but in fact a legend, manufactured under Soviet direction.
Egstein notes two striking anachronisms in the diary
which prove that it was composed well after the indicated
date. He also claims that microscopic analysis of Oswald's
handwriting establishes that the diary was written in one
or two sittings, referring in his footnotes to the work of one
Thea Stein Lewinson, a graphologist. .
* Now it should immediately be noted that Epstein has
misrepresented the Warren Commission which did not
claim that Oswald's diary was a day-by-day record.
Appendix XIII to the Warren Report states clearly that
“the early entries (in the Historic Diary) were written
after the events which they describe.” Indeed, it is not only
Epstein's view that the;Historic Dlar?' created a legend for
Oswald but the Commission's as well; after all, what is an
“Historic Diary'’ which is carefully printed and not writ-
ten longhand in Oswald’s usual manner, but a deliberately-
fashioned legend written, to quote the Commission, *‘with
future readers in mind"'?

One would never guess it from reading Epstein, but the

mmission’s Oswald was an inveterate creator of docu-
mented legends for himsell, a one-man KGB: Oswald, the
disillusioned lover of Russia; Oswald, the effective pro-
Castro organizer; Oswald, the meticulously patient would-
be assassin of right-winger Edwin Walker. His Russian
wife Maring, who in Epstein’s reading must be an agent,
too, and a brilliant and reckless liar, told the Warren Com-
mission about a scrapbook Oswald collected documenting
each step of his plan to assassinate Walker; and, to verify
:er story we have pictures which he took of Walker's

ome.

SO THE ISSUE is not, as Epstein suggests, whether Os-
wald’s version of his life in Russia or anywhere is partly
legendary (the scar on his left wrist from the suicide
seems real enough) but whether he was coached in his leg-
end by the Russians.

NonetHReless, I got curious about Epstein's graphologist,
Thea Lewinson, and contacted her. A graphologist, she ex-
plained, Is not a handwriting expert, but an interpreter of
psychology through handwriting. She fenerously sent me
(and 1 shall now quote from) some of the materials she
says she submitted to Epstein which develop her analysis
of Oswald's mental state while in Russia: ““Apparently the
writer of these letters was subject to strong changing
moods and intense fluctuating emotions caused by a basic
instability in the personality makeup. . .. (E)motional

intensity (kept) this individual in a state of unrelieved sus- -

pense, similar to a catatonic state.”

The Oswald which Lewinson yerceives in his Russian
writings was a man who could only learn what appealed to
him, a sloppy worker, unrealistic, inconsistent, unable “'to
discern the vital points in a problem,” unable to follow
orders for very long, who “frequently misperceived and
misinterpreted his environment.”” A most unlikely candi-
date as a Soviet operative. One wonders what Epstein
would have said if the Warren Commission had so egre-
g:ousrlty suppressed the complete opinions of one of its own
experts,

_ But one doesn’t have to be a handwriting expert to see
signs of Oswald's troubled state in his writing. His spell-
ing, for one thing, is almost subversively poor ~— “‘aguia-
taces’ for acquaintances, ‘yonuge' for young, ‘‘beaure’
for bureau — bespeaking, among other things, a fierce re-
sistence to the ?uthoritx of language. What could have
motivated Epstein, who has Oswald submitting docilely to
Soviet authority, to have corrected all of Oswald's spelling
errorsdn hisdirect quotations?

Slowed down and examined frame by frame, the film of
Oswald which Epstein flashes before his reader turns out
to be a patchwork of flimsy insinuations which go against
the commonest sense.

WAS OSWALD SPYING for the Russians in the Far East
and recruited there to go to Russia? If so, he was the
stupidest $py on record, for he contrived to get himself re-
moved from radar duty and sent to the brig for striking an
officer and misusing a gun. Some of his Marine buddies,

Defying Our Commbn Sense

Edward Jay Epstein

who made the pathetic Oswald the brunt of their jokes, told
Epstein that the girl he was seeing in Japan was oo classy
for the likes of him, and Epstein makes a good deal of that.
But the Warren Commission says clearly that Oswald
made contact with communists in the Far East and that
they ‘may have influenced his decision to defect. The Com-
E’us:an‘sxmpl‘y found no evidence of recruitment, nor has

pstein. .

Would the Russians have been 5o stupid as to have put a
Russian-speaking agent on board the ship which took Os-
wald home and have him spend hours ¢coaching him in his
legend? If Oswald were a spy would he have begun to write
communist organizations Immediately after his return to
the United States openly referring to himself as a savvy
operative? Could he have supposed that his letters to the
Soviet embassy, in which he openly refers to his contact
with a Soviet agent, would not have been intercepted by
the FBI or CIA, as indeed they were? Would he have so
conspicuously identified himsell as a pro-Castro anti-
American and referred 10 himself as a possible spy to per-
fect strangers?

Epstein says that Oswald may have given the Soviets
classilied data while working, at the minimum wage, in a
E_hotogra hic lab which was doinF secret work for the Air

orce. He points out that Oswald had written the word

“‘microdot” next to the address of the lab, a reference no,

doubt to thg familiar espionage technique whereby data is
ghptographxcally compressed to the size of a dot before
eing passed on. But Oswald also openly discussed the
microdot technique with co-workers at the lab — would a
spy? — and the Warren Report leaves no doubt that he ob-
tained his low-level job entirely through the efforts of the
Texas Employment ureau, which has not been shown to
have been under Russian control. Furthermore, Epstein’s
shameless insinuation that the sified lists of maf) loca-
tions which the lab was photographing were actually lists
of Sﬁy' plane ta?ets — a leap of fancy which gets Oswald
back into the old U-2 business — is offered, like most of his
may-have-beens, without any evidence whatsoever,

OF COURSE, there is no way finally to disprove a may-
have-been and indeed most of the may-have-beens which
Epstein develops have been the subject ol official and pri-
vate speculation since well before the assassination.

_ Alter Oswald defected to Russia in 1359, the Navy
investigated the possibility that he had been recruited by
the Russians, concluding that he had not. At that time as
well, the FBI recorded its reasonable suspicion that Os-
wald might be an agent and might return to this country
under false pretences.

In his book, Francis Gary Powers expresses the suspi-
cion that Oswald's information led to the downing of his

lane but we now know that it was not Oswald’s possible
information (altitude and flight characteristics) which
enabled the Russians to shoot down the U-2 but rather an
lm\%roved missile capability.

hen Oswald applied for readmission to the U.S., the

State Department was wary; and when Nosenko defected,
bringing confirmation of the official version of Oswald’s
Russian period, elements in the CIA’s counter-intelligence
staff were suspicious that Nosenko was a so-called disin-
formation agent sent to clear the Russians. Although the
CIA eventually came to believe Nosenko, one man in par-
ticular, James Angleton, its former head of counter-intelli-
%fnce (who was removed in 1974 after his involvement in
the CIA’s notorious “Operation Chaos” surlaced), has
carried his suspicions to the point of obsession.

Angleton seems to have been Epstein’s principal source.
The author treats him almost reverentially. However, con-

- trary to the iriplication In this book, Angleton had been

leaking his suspicions to journalists and congressional
committees long before ‘he met Epstein; conspiracists
3ave been talking about him and his views on Nosenko for
ears,

R

Edward Jay Epstein, who has been a profound observe
of how the press is used to plant misinformation. shoulc
have been more suspicious of the motives of a defeated bu
reaucrat, Not that there isn't something to be said fol
Angleton’s position or for the other suspicions which Ep
stein has resurrected. There is; and Epstein has said i
well. But there is something to be said for the other side a
well, which remains unexamined; and, after all, there i
only one truth in the matter.

ONE OF THE defining characteristics of the politica
paranoid is that he takes an atmosphere of suspicion a:
proof of his own susplcions. Students of McCarthyism wil
recognize the phenomenon. If Epstein has given us nothing
new about Oswald, he has brilliantly evoked the workadai
suspicions, the savage bureaucratic competitions whic
ensued upon the assassination; and, yes, the indubitable
coverups which spot the record of the Kennedy assassina
tion. No doubt, after the shooting, government agencies
which are habitually terrified of indsi?ht judgments
moved to obscure their prior suspicions of Oswald out of
fear that they would be accused of insufficient caution
(But let it be understood that none were suspicious that he
was a likely killer.L

No doubt, too, that the Warren Commission was mislec
and, in a few instances, warned off leads which would leac
them to secret intelligence operations — not to speak of in.
sights into the bureaucratic morass which Epstein has
uncovered. This too can be made to seem suspicious. Pil
ing suspicion upon suspicion produces — what else? —
suspicion,

But no answers. No reality. Can any serious person
really expect the Warren Commission to have aired these
matters which, in light of all that the Commission knew
about Oswald and his crime, were irrelevant to the presi-
dent's death?

Lee Harvey Oswald shot Kennedy from a building in
which he worked. He obtained the job nearly a month be-
fore decisions were made which brought the President to
his very doorstep. The circumstances of his getting the job
have been studied thorougle and are entirely innocent.
Nor can Kenneth O'Donnell, whose decision brought
Kennedy to the Texas Book Depository Buildinﬁ, be sus-
pected of havinF sent his friend to his assassin. This is only
a smattering of the circumstantial evidence discouraging
theories of conspiracy which Epstein never discusses.

AND WHAT ABOUT the assassin? For years, conspira-
cists knowing how the real-life Oswald deleats any notion
of larger conspiracy have postulated the existence of sec-
ond Oswalds, exact look-alikes. One recent book, ‘“The
Oswald File,"” by Michael Eddowes, argues that the real
~Oswald disappeared in Russia, replaced by an exact look-
alike, sound-alike, remember-alike, who returned in his
place, convinced his family that he was the old_Lee, and
then killed Kennedy on orders from Khrushchev™accord-
ing to Eddowes the Americans were supposed 1o learn that
the Communists were behind it, which is why the fake Os-
wald dropped so many clues about his affections for
communism. Khrushchev's motive, he says, was to dare
the Americans to act on this intelligence, and, since he
knew they wouldn't, to accept the defeat implied, by their
failure of nerve,

At least Eddowes has the courage to complete his szorr.
Avolding the use of a second Oswald, Epstein has simply
made Oswald himself into_the second Oswald, a sure-fire
hteraa device which Melville uses to brilliant effect in
““The Conlidence Man."”

.. But it won't wash. The theory is defeated by all that we
reliably know about the nonentity who always resented
and resisted authority and became an entity in one mur-
derous moment, ¢
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he setting was familiar; an or-
nate, high<eilinged congres-
sional hearing room, bright with
the glare of television Jights and
packed to the brim with spectators and
reporters straining for every word. On
the dais, the committee members ap-
peared solemn and deliberate, as well
they might, for before them history
was literally in the making. It could
have been Watergate, Koreagate, the
Kefauver hearings or any of the inves-
tigative extravaganzas that periodically
bestir Congress from its somnambu-
lance. But this hearing, into the assas-
sinations of John F. Kennedy and
Martin Luther King Jr., was different,
both in tactics and outcome—an out-
_come that, unknown to the assembled
spectators and reporters, had already
been determined monthsinadvance.

So it was last month as the House Se-
lect Comminee on Assassinations
opened the final, public phase of its
two-year investigation of the Kennedy
and King murders. The first major
witness was James Earl Ray. King's
convicted (and, at one point, con-
fessed) killer. He behaved in fitting
fashion, proclaiming his innocence
and attacking the committee itself.
The reporters scribbled funously. It
was great theater. -

No doubt the theatrics will continue

. (provided Congress appropriates the
. $790,000 in additional funding the

committee says it needs to stay in busi-
" ness past Labor Day) for the rest of the
hearings’ scheduled eight-week run. A
number of the upcoming performers
are sure-fire box-ofice: Marina Os-
wald, widow of the accused presiden-
tial assassin; Richard Helms, late of the
CIA and conspiracies of his-own; and,
as a special, added attraction, 2 former
President of the United States, Gerald
R. Ford. Lending additional appeal
will be revelations about organized
crime, spies, sex, all manner of plot-
ting and shadowy men, and Cuba.
(Castro himself chatted with 2 commit-
tee dclegation—three congressmen
plus staff members—and provided
documents that committee sources call
“highly interesting.” In a move that

may show his feelings about the com-
mittee, Castro also revealed much of
the material to the press, claiming the
documents prove that the CIA at-
tempted to frame him for Kenncdys

‘murder.)

In the end, with all duc gravuy. the
committee will issue its. final report—
which,inthe best traditions of Alice in

‘| Wonderland, is bcmg wrilten even now,

wéeks before the investigation ends.
It has always been an odd quest, the
search for the murderers of John F.
Kennedy and Martin Luther King, un-,
dertaken largely by odd men, often for
odd reasons. And there is no question
that the history of the House Select
Committee on Assassinations has been
odd indeed. Approved, reluctantly, by
the House, only after considerable
pressure from the Congressional
Black Caucus, the commitiee was
chaired early on by Texas Congress-
man Henry Conzalez, whose investiga-
tive expertise sprang from the hap-

"penstance of riding in a presidential

motorcade through Dallas on Novem-
ber 22, 1963. As chief counsel, the
committec hired Richard A. Sprague,
who prosecuted the killers of Unit-

-ed Mine Workers insurgent Jock Ya-

blonski. But ‘Sprague’s tenure was
brief. Within a few months, Gonzalez
was accusing Sprague of being a liar

and a "ratdesnake,” while Sprague was

calling his chairman “a sorry example
of a person.” Both finally ended up
quitting, and the committee survived
a House move to kill it by a bare 49-
vote margin.

Since then, the commmce. with new
chairman Louis Stokes (D-Ohio), a
leading member of the Black Caucus,
and new chief counsel G. Robert
Blakey, has been quietly toiling away,
safe from the light of publicity. More
than 3,000 interviews have been con-
ducted with witnesses; autopsy results
have been studied; ballistics tests have
been conducted; files have been pored
over; and, by the committee’s reckon-
ing, answers have been found.

What, prc«ciscly, those answers are
will remain secret until their release

hu Dcccmber But New Times has

NEWv TIMES

' Yearned that the committee s leaning

oward the [ollowing conclusions:

e That lee Harvey Oswald aced
alonein shooting Kennedy. '

® That Martin Luther King was the -
victim, essentially, of a “family plot,”
involving James Ear) Ray and his
brothers Jerry (see "A Man He Calls
Raoul,” NT, 4/1/77) and John Larry.
both convicted felons, and his sister, |
Carol Pepper. Committee sources say
the _report will state that James Earl
Ray did, in fact, fire the fatal shot at
King, and that his family helped him
escape. The committee has not yet de~
cided whether this questionable sce-
nario will be broadened 1o include the
possible participation of a number of
white racists and businessmen, who
havé been previously con nected to the
Ray family. .o~

e That comrary to the Warren
Commission’s findings, Jack Ruby, Lee
Harvey Oswald’s killer, had cxtensive
ties to orgamzed crime and was heavily
involved in gunrunning to Fidel Cas-
tro’s revolutionaries. (see “The Searet
Life ofJack Ruby. NT, 1/23/78)

In the best fradmons of
Alice in Wonderland,

the House Assassinations
Committee is writing

its report now, before
the probe is over

. 'f‘hat Lee Harvey dswa!d S“éghh

ble connections to mlclhgcncc organi-
zations, forewyn or domestic, remain
unclear.

e That both the ClA and the FB]
concealed—and that the FBI also de-
stroyed-—evidence the Warren Com-
mission vitally needed, but did so out
of burcaucmlic_embarrassment. In
short, the work of both agencies was
‘slipshod, not sinister.

* 1n addition, the committee also con-
ducted a number of tests on crudal
picces of the physical evidence in the
Kennedy assassinaton. In one of
them, neutron activation analysis
(NAA) purportedly “matched” shard
of metal taken from the wrist of Texas
Governor John Connally to the "magic
bullet™ which, according to the Warren
Commiission, struck the President in
the back, exited his throzt and con-
tinued on to inflict five additional
wounds to Govermor Connally. The
match-up, if true, subsuantiates the
“magic bullet” theory and, with it, a
key point in the lone assassin argue
ment. Photo analysis has also been run
on several Alms of the assassination,

including the famous 8:%:'9, “home
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movie * taken by Abmham Zapruder,
as well as another film shot by Osville
Nix. The Nix film, according to some
Warren Cori.mission critics, revealed
the presence of an assassin on the
grassy knoll. But the coinmittee’s anal-
ysis shows no assassins. Finally, the
committee summoned a panel of fo-
rensic pathologiats to examine the X-
rays and photographs taken during
Kennedy's auwpsy. The panel con-
cluded that.the President was struck
twice- from the rear: once in the back
; of the neck (by the bullet which al-
: legedly continued on to strike Connal-
+ Iy), and a second, fatal time in the top
of thehead. = |
The committee’s ~conclusions will
have their critics. Already assassina-
tion researchers, including some on
the committee itself, have found
thingsto question,suchas: . . .. .
+®. The authenticty of the autopsy X~
rays and photographse - .-, :
® The credibility of the forensic pa-
thologists. (A number of the doctors
are personally and professionally
affiliated with members of a controver-
siak 1968 panel which studied the same
materials and. ame to the same con-
clusions. One of the committee’s path--
ologists, Dr. Werner U. Spitz, the med-
ical-examiner of Wayne County, Mich-
igam, is a friend of Commander James
Hurmes, one of the three doctors who
conducted the highly criticized autop-
sy on the President Spitz is also a
figure of someinfamy in his own right,
having been chastised in 1976 by a spe-
cial county task force. for “improper
and . . . morally. reprchensible” ac-

tions in performance of his official du-.

tes.) ..

® The ' credibility of the as-yet-
unrevealed NAA techniques. Similar
tests were: performed for the Warren
Commission,. which - supressed the
news that the analyses had ever been
conducted (leading some to speculate

that the results-did not suppont the .

commission’s.. ‘lone-assassin  conclu-
sion). Some- of the committee’s tests
were performed by Alfred P. Guinn,
who also conducted some of the War-
ren Commission’s NAA tests. o
- ®» The intelligence connections of
Itek Corporation, which briefed the
committee on__photoanalysis. Itek,.
whose briefings supportied the Warren
Commission’s_conclusions, is headed
by a former CIA agent and holds a
number of contracts with govemment
agencies, including the CIA. |
Complicating the committee’s tenta-
tive lone-assassin conclusion are the
recent findings of a respected Boston
.acoustics firnt, commissioned by the
committee to analyze interference~rid.
den tapes of Dallas police vansmis-
sions. The firm found evidenceof four

1
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Chief counsel G. Robert Blakey: Lo
marks for the professor '

rule out Oswald as the lone assassin,
The test results, Ieaked to the pressin
carly August, have been dubbed .
“Blakey's problem” by some staffers.

As a.result, the report itself will be
considerably less than the full and final
word on whokilled Kennedy and King
that it was intended to be. Many.
areas—notably Oswald’s. motives and
whether he was directed by others—
will- be left purposely ambiguous, to
the considerable irmtation of same
present and former committee inves-
tigators.- “*What they are going to put
out,” says Alvin B. Lewis -Jr., former
acting chief counsel, “is a document
that is safe and politcally acceptable to
the Congress.™

The- man overseeing the report—
and every aspect of the investigation—
is committee chief counsel G. Robert
Blakey. He selected the witnesses, de-
cided which leads to follow and which
to ignore, picked the forensic panel,
called on Itek to brief the commiuee,
hired and fired the staff, and set 3ts-
agenda, . G

The “professor,” as Blakey prefers j
to be called, is, to all appearances, the’
thoughtful soul.of academe—quiet,
deliberative, meticulous. His résumé is
impressive: four-year veteran of the
organized crime ang racketeering sec-
tion of Robert Kennedy’s Justice De-
partment; former chief counsel to the
Senate Subcommittee on  Criminal
Laws and Procedures; principal con-
sultant to President. Johnson's Com-
mission on Law Enforcement and Ad-
ministration of Justice; consultant to
Time, Look and Life; and director of
Cornell University's Institute on Or-
ganized Crime. At the time of his
appointment in June 1977, he seemed
the perfect man for the job, an'intel-

lectual cop, a man who knew the inner

workings of ciiue.

ST, atleast, went the reputation, But
L ahihecimps essivecredentials and
well-polished  manners, a different
Robert Blakey emerges—an ambitious
academic on the make, apparently un-
concerned with constitutional nicctices
or the accepted procedures of investi-
gation. It was this Robert Blakey who
helped draft the Nixon-backed S 1, a
bill that would have severely limited
civil liberties. It was this same Robert
Blakey who personally wrote the infa-
mous Title I of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968,
which for the first time authorized
court-approved wire-tapping and clec-
tronic surveillance by law enforcement
agencies. Not that Blakey's dedication
to the war on crime. was total. On at.
least onc occasion he allied. himself
with rather peculiar company: Rancho
La Costa, a multimillion dollar San
Diego -resort financed with Teamster
pension fund money, and the subject,
since its opening 13 years ago, of nu-
merous investigations..One ol those
investigations was conducted by two
freelance reporters, Jeff Gerth and l.o-
well Bergman, on'assignment for Peni-
house. As a result of their March 1975
artidle, La Costa sued the magazine for
$630- million, onc of the largest libel
suits in history. In the initial court pro-
ceedings, the resort and its co-
plaintiffs produced a host of character
affidavits, including one provided by -
none other than G. Robert Blakey,
who, while conceding ignorance of the
truth of Penthouse’s charges, branded
thearticle “reckless in theextreme.”

“Another cause for worry is Blakey's
association with people who were po-
tential witnesses before his own com-
mittee. During his daysasa major con-
sultant to the President’s Commission
on Law Enforcement inr the mid-six-
ties, for instance, Blakey served closcly
with four men connected to the orig;i-
nal investigation of John Kennedy's
murder: Nicholas Katzenbach, who, as
dcputy attorney general in 1964, ap-
plicd severe and as yet unexplained
pressure on the Warmren Commission
to immediately endorse, prior to inde-
pendent investigation, the notion that
Oswald acted alone; Leon Jaworski,.
special counsel to the Warren Com~.
mission and the man charged with in.
vestigating whether Oswald had any
ties to US. intelligence” (Jawoarsk:
found nonc: three years later, 1t was
disclosed that a foundaton of which
Jaworskiwas a trustec wasaseerct con-
duit for CTATunds); Robert C. Storey,
another special counsel to the Warren
Commission; and Supreme Court Jus-
tice Lewis F. Powell, who, as president-
clect of the American Bar Assodation,
was named by the ABA as a legal ob-
server to the Warren Commission to
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protect Qswald's rights, and instead
spent much of his time devising v
to disbar commission critic Mark La...
All the same, committee mvcmgao
tors were more than willing to give
Blakey a chance. After the conten-
tiousness under Sprague and Gon-
zalez, the committee finally seemed to
be getting down to business. Even
Blakey's opening remark at his first
news conference—"there will not be
any more news conferences”™—seemed
to be a mark. of serious purpose, ‘
They soon discovered, though, that
Blakey's style of investigation was most
peculiar. He exhibited, for instance, a
positive obsession with secrecy. Soon
after his ardival, all staff members were
required to sign a “non-disclosure
agreement” that prohibited any out-
side discussions relating to committee
operations and compelled reporting

. any such inquiries to the committee.
- ‘Failure to do so could bring a $5,000

fine, dismissal, disqualification from
future congressional employment and
possible criminal prosecution. Ten,
prommcm critics of the Warren Com-
mission whom Blakey quietly invited
to Washington for a discussion of the
case last September were also required
to sign the agreements, even though
Blakey revealed nothing of substance.
Later, Blakey instructed the staft to
have no contact with critics without his
specific, personal authorization. By
then, the press had been barred as
well, since, in one of his first official
acts, Blakey had closed the press office.
Even the aides of the members of the
committee were cut off from reviewing
the progress of the investigation. So
great was Blakey's compulsion for

“secrecy that he ordercd copies of the

contracts of all consultants withheld
from the House Administration Com-
mittee—a move virtually unprecedent-
ed in congressional history.

" . By contrast, Blakey was oddly trust-
_ing of the FBI and the CIA, agendey

which, in the minds of many, are

‘themselves under suspicion. Dismiss-

ing such concerns, and a preliminary
report of the committee (which had
questioned both the CIA’s and FBI's
handling of the Kennedy case), Blakey
established a cozy relationship with the

Burecau and the Agency. Before ex-

amining any classihed CIA files, com-
mittee investigators had to sign a CIA

. secrecy oath similar to that signed by

agency critic Frank Snepp and all oth-

er CIA personnel. Any notes made
from CIA documents wére subject to

Agency clearance. And, in a burst of

" sanling benehcence, Blakey agreed to

“let the CTA review the hnal report of

the committee before it wasreleased to
Congress and the public. Blakey's all.
too-willing accession to intelligence
procedure ﬂabbergastcd his own staff

v mee .
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and others fuiniliar with the commit-
Tee's” work, “among them Richard

mu’jsﬁ(_jr\;uc “What's the
point of getling material in_the first

Place, i they are going 1o control who
secs itand what we can do with it?” In
return for the committee’s coopéera-
tion, the intelligence agencies prom-
ised unhmited access to their Ales, but

have continued to stall and on at least
“What they are going
to put out,” says the
former acﬁng chief
counsel, “is a documenf
that is safe and
politically acceptable”

one occasion, the CIA was caught
' lying about the existence of files.
»~What troubled investigators far
more, though, was Blakey's dogged
narrowing of the focus of their prob-
ing. Soon after his arrival, Blakey lec-
tured the assembled staff on the im-
portance of limiting objectives and lat-
cr divided them into five separate task
forces, with sharply defined areas of
responsibility. Where once Sprague
had talked of an “open-ended investi-
gation” lasting five years or more,
. Blakey now instructed his people to
have the case wrapped up by the end
of the year. Those who quarreled with
the new direction of the investigation
soon found themselves unemployed.
One of the first 1o go was Kevin Walsh,
a researcher, and uncommon among
the staff in that he had actually studied
the Kennedy case before being hired.
But Walsh was known 1o have friends
among Warren Commission critics,
and, within a few months, Blakey re-
quested his resignation for what was
termed “poor work habits.” Donovan
Gay, the committee’s chief of research;
_was squeezed out following a series of,
disagreements with Blakey and the
gradual diminution of his access to
classified documents. Another re-
searcher, Colleen .Boland, was fired
without cxplanauon She promptly
sued the committee, and, in an ironic
turnabout, retained as counsel two
of Blakey's predecessors, - Richard
Sprague and Alvin Lewis. And, within
the past six weeks, Blakey himself has
'dxscharged 28 staffers—24 of them in-
vcstugaxors—on grounds that the com-
mittee was runmng out of money.
Blakey would be in a position to know.
Last Fcbru:lry, he returned $425,000 of
the committee’s budget to Congress,

saying thatthe funds were not needed.

(

By far the rhost explosive depaitue,

ough—and the one which says the
mmost about the committee’s work-
ings—was the resignation of Rober .
Lehner, Lehner, a former Manhatuan
assistant  district attorney and chief
deputy counsel in charge of the King
investigation, had, dunng the bref
regime of Richard Sprague, developed
a good working relationship with
James Earl Ray, and was pursuing a

‘number of leads Ray and others had

provided him. Certainly, there were
leads aplenty in the killing of Martin
Luther King. Who, if anyone, was the
mysterious “Raoul” whom Ray claimed
had framed him? What was the source
of Ray’s apparently limitless funding?
How did he manage o come by forged

“passports and identity papers? Why

had the Memphis police dcpart.mem
“stripped™ King of protecton shortly
before his assassination? To what
lcnglhs was the FBI willing to go to
“get” ng> It was these and many
other qucsuons thatLehner and hisin-
vestigative task force were trying to an-
swer—to the considerable discomfort
of G. Robert Blakey. According to
committee sources, Blakey insisted on
a far narrower and neater inquiry, lim-
ited essentially to James Earl Ray, the
members of his immediate family and

J.B. Stoner, head of the racist National

Swates Rights Party. A confrontation
ensued. Ultimately, Lehner took his
case to the full committee, which pro-
ceeded to split into two opposing fac-
tions. Black congressional support,
which might have been expected for
Lehner, mysteriously failed 1o materi-
alize, even as rumors drculated of FBI
tapes which, if disclosed, would prove
embarrassing to several of King's for-
mer key associates. In any event,
Blakey carried the day by issuing a
“him or me” ulimatum. At that point,
Lehner stepped aside. “The commit-
tece would never have survived if
Blakey quit,” one congressional aide
said later. “You've got to remember,
this committee is walkxng on cgg
shells.” DAL

Lehner's rcsxgnauon brought a ma-

Jor shift of focus in the !\mgmvcsugfh .

tion. Ray, who had been cooperating,

suddenly turned sullen. His family be- *

gan to feel pressure.from Blakey.
Their fnancal records were sub-

poenacd, and Ray's brothers and sis-

ter soon felt more like suspects than
witnesses. Citing posslblc conflict of in-
terest, the committee refused to allow

Jerry Ray to retain Mark Lane (whoiis -

also representing James Earl) as coun-
sel, at the same time ominously wamn-
ing Jerry that he would be wise to se-
cure another lawyer. (He eventually
represented himself.) Ray's sister, Car-
ol Pepper, was likewise refused per
mission to retain the lawyer of her

N - -




choice, Jun te.ar, a speadist on the
Ring case who had onie represented
James Earl. (She managed to keep him
only after the commiuee hacked away
from a showdown.) The cammitiee re-
fused requests by the Ray brothers and
Carol Pepper that their testimony be
taken in open session, and shortly af-
ter his closed-door testimony, John
Ray found himself back behind bars,
his parole revoked at the request of
Blakcy, who had accuscd him of possi-

‘- ble perjury.

But the most sclf~dcslrucuve strata-
gem allegedly involved subornation of
perjury, receipt of stolen property and
the monitoring and tape-recording of
phone aalls by an undercover agent,
reportedly in the cmploy of the com-
mittee.

The agent’s name was lever Pancr-

son, a self-identified former informer

for the FBI. According to Mark Lane,
Patterson, along with committee inves-
tigators “and their agents,” stole copies
of letters between the Ray brothers,
monitored and tape-recorded tele-
phone conversations with them, and,
in one particularly sleazy bit of busi-
ness, were instructed todisclose scurril-
lous information to the New York
Times about Lane’s sex life. Blakey, ob-
viously shaken by Lane’s charges,
which came on the eve of the hearings,
called them “serious™ and promised to
investigate.

True or not, Lane's allegations,
along with Blakey's own behavior, are
bound to cast a2 pall on the hearings,
which are scheduled to last another six
weeks or more. Blakey hasbeen count-
ing on the hearings 10 go well, and
wecks belore they started, he report-
edly was calling the executives of the
various television networks, urging

them to provide coverage. It is his mo- .

ment in the spodight, and he has re-
hearsed it aarefully. A lotis riding on
these hearings for G, Robert Blakey.

‘More than one source who has come in

“contact with him lately gets the impres-

- e e et erm— .

sion that, when the investigation is
wrapped up, he would very much like
a senior job in the Justice Department.
A good performance could be a step-
ping stone,

What the hearings will do for thees-
tablishment of truth is something else.
So poisoned has the atmosphere bes
come from months of bitterness that
whatever conclusions the committee

‘.comes up with will be suspect. And
~ that is sad—for whatever its sins and
omissions, the committee's feld inves-

tigators have uncovered much that way |

never known about both murders,
One source talks wistfully about “doz-
ens of leads” into a possible conspiracy
to kill Kennedy—lcads which, like so
much about the Kennedy and King
murders, will now go aglimmering. @
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LEGEND: The Secret World of Lee Harvey Os-
wald. By Edward Jay Epstein. Reader’s Di-
-gest/McGraw Hill. 382 pp. §12.95

By GEORGE LARDNER

"/ URI IVANOVICH NOSENKO had endured far more

arduous interrogations. This one lasted only four
hours and it was not held in the padded basement room
‘where the Central Intelligence Agency had once confined
him for three long years. Now drawing a $30,000-a-year al-
lowance from that same CIA, Nosenko presented himself
on a March afternoon in 1976 at the Washington offices of
Reader’'s Digest. His interviewer, Edward Jay Epstein, con-
cluded the questioning that evening with a flourish: dinner
at an elegant French restaurant a couple of blocks away.

That the interview took place at all was remarkable.
Nosenko is a former KGB officer who defected to the
United States just 10 weeks after the assassination of Presi-
dent John F. Keanedy. According to the CIA, exactly what
he had to say s stiil 50 sensitive, so special, so secret that its
disclasure even now could “only interfere with American
counterintelligence efforts.” Yet according to Epstein, who
taperecorded Nosenko'’s remarks for this book, “the CIA
put me onto him.”

No doubt the CIA thought it would get a good press. *T
presume that it found out I was writing a book on Lee Har-
vey Oswald and it wanted me to put Nosenko's message in
it,” Epstein told New York magazine recently. “Nosenko's
message was that Oswald was a complete loner in the
Soviet Union and never had any connection or debriefing
by the KGB."

Epstein then began talking to the Agency's formidable
ex-chief of counterintelligence, James Jesus Angleton. He
had a darker view of Nosenko's presence in this country.

What Epstein has written, hundreds of interviews later,
s a fascinating, important and essentially dishonest book.
Fascinating because it offers new information about Os-
wald, about the KGB, and about the CIA. Dishonest because
it pretends to be objective, because it is saddied with
demonstrable errofs and inexcusable omissions, because it

GEORGE LARDNER is a reporter on the national staf{ of
“The Washington Post.

assumes that the KGB always knows what it is doing while
the CIA does not. 1t is paranoid. It is naive.

Nosenko’s defection was officially proclaiined by the
State Department bn Feb. 9, 1964, whereupon he quickly
disappeared from public.notice. He told the FBI that he
had personally supervised the KGB's file on Lee Harvey Os-
wald and thus could assure the Americans that Oswald had
no connection with the KGB.

Epstein concludes, as Angleton obviously had, that
“Nosenko was a Soviet intetligence agent dispatched by the
KGB expressly for the purpose of delivering disinforma-
tion to the CJA, FBI and Warren Commissiox.”

5 . i

NMustration by Gary Viskupic for The Washington Post.

In short, Lee Harvey Oswald, the supposed lone assissin
of President Kennedy, may well have been working for the
KGB at one point or another in his shabby life. Nosenko
said this wasn't true. And therefore, according to Legend's
logic, it was. Oswald, the ex-Maripe ‘who had defected to
Russia in 1859 and returned three years Liter, had been liv-
ing a “legend,” a false biegraphy concocted for him by the
KGRB. :

That is far from the most startling assertion that Epstein
has to make. Legend is really two books, stretched thin. His
central message, aithough cushioned with all the careful
ambiguities of a State Department commuanique, is that the

highest echelons of the American intelligence community
have been infiltrated by the KGB, penetrated by an enemy
“mole™ who made his way to some key position at the CIA
or some other agency.

. Itis all quite plausible. The British and West German in-
telligence services had been successfully compromised by
the Soviets since World War IL Kim Philby, who was
recruited at his university, rose to become the head of the
counterintelligence division of Britain's MI-5 before he was
exposed. In West Germany, Epstein notes, the Soviets suc-
ceeded in getting their own man, Heinz Felfer, installed as
head of counterintelligence by sacrificing other agents
“like pawns in a chess game.” So why not here? The meta-
physics of espionage, where nothing is what it seems, can
be seductive. Judging from Epstein’s book, the best proof
of the existence of an American “mole” lies in the fact that
he hasn't been found yet. Another piece of evidence:
Nosenko told the CIA there was no “Mr. Big.” Step up the
search! :

Surprisingly, Legend is weakest where it should be
strongest, demonstrably slipshod where it should be sotid.
Epstein’s first book, Inquest: The Warren Commission and
the Establishment of Truth, was one of the {irst to expose
the shortcomings of that inquiry. Yet here he deals with .
the Kennedy assassination fn a cavalier appendix entitied
“The Status of the Evidence” that makes one wonder
whether Epstein has even glanced at the Warren Report in
the last 10 years. He seems not to have even Jooked at the
pictures. )

Take, for example, Epstein’s confident assertion that the

* Warren Commission “made a serious error in reckoning

the elapsed time” from the first rifle shot to the last. The
Commission, he declares, staged a reconstruction of the as-
sassination in mid-1964 when the cak tree blocking the line
of sight from the sixth floor of the Texas School Book De-

- pository “was in full bloom. But the assassination occurred

on November 22nd when the deciduous tree had no foli-
age.” Therefore, the assassin had more time to fire than the
Commission gave him. ¢

It sounds like a nifty piece of detective work on the part
of Edward Jay Epstein. But wait a minute. No foliage?
There were plenty of leaves on the live-oak (an evergreen)
that AP photographer James W. Altgens captured at the
top of his picture showing the President of the United
States being hit by a bullet on Nov. 22, 1963. The photo-
graph can be found in any copy of the Warren Report on
pagelld

{Continued on page F4)




"he SecretWorld of Lee Harvéy Oswald

ntinued from page E1}———————
‘hiy is far from the only shortcom-
. The footnotes are too. sparse, the
‘umentation is fuzzy, and occasion-
' even the dates Epstein cites are
t plain wrong. For a project
inced by Reoder’s Digest, repor-
ly for $500,000, the reader bas a
1 to better scholarship—and to
re information. Epstein tells more
his promotional interviews about
book than he does in the book it-

le assured New York magazine, for
ance, that he really doesn’t think
Russians were involved in JFK's as-
sination. “I think that the fact that
vald traces so clearly back to the
isians makes it extremely unlikely
t they would have recruited him as
assassin,” Epstein was quoted as
ing in the magazine’s March 6 issue.
'pstein does write, in an early chap-
that “Neither Angleton's shop nor
ClA’s Soviet Russia dlvision be-
‘ed that Oswald was acting under
control of Soviet intelligénce when
assassinated the president. (In fact,
‘umstantial evidence seemed to di-
ush that possibility.) It seemed far
re likely to both that the relation-
> Nosenko was attempting to pro-
. might be a prior connection Os-
d had bad with the KGB.” That
I, Legend marches on .conspirato-
ly to Nov. 22, 1963 in a chapter
ed “The Day of the Assassin,”
ich is the concluding segment of a
ltion subtly titled “The Mission.”
+ book is full of subliminal messages
t Epstein avoids stating openly.
at, for instance, are we to think of
those bungled assassination plots
inst Fidel Castro when they have
n hatched in a CIA compromised
1 high-ranking enemy “mole”?
infortunajely, Legend has a perva-
: weakness, a persistent double
idard. It keeps assigning omnis-
1ce to every Soviet move and delib-
te intent to every omission. But
it the American intelligence agen-
.do and say is usually kissed off in a
tnote or mentioned only in passing.
tein does not even mention, much
deal with, Nosenko's report to'the
that the KGB not only had no con-
tion with Oswald, but also sus-
ted him of being an American
eper” agent.

R

" And what of ‘Epstein’s perhaps un-
witting disclosures—in the book and in
New York magazine—that Angleton's
counterintelligence experts had inter-
cepted a stridently anti-American let-
ter Oswald wrote to his brother in 1959
and another in which Oswald said he
had seen U-2 pilot Francis Gary Pow-
ers in Moscow. What's going on here?
As late as August 10, 1978, Director
George Bush assured a House subcom-
mittee that “the only correspondence
to or from Oswald that was intercep-
ted was one letter, dated 8 July 1961, to
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Harvey Oswald, from
his mother . .. " Perversely, for all
Its shortcomings, Legend commands
serious attentiop. It is, as one of the
publisher’s blurbs states, “a 'sensa-
tional, highly coatroversial expose,”
drawn from a storehouse of declassi-
fied documents, including some ob-
tained only by Epstein, and interviews
with ‘more than 400 people, many of
them not interviewed by the Warren
Commission. It throws new light on Os-
wald's life, especially fn Japan where
he apparently dated a nightclub host-
es8 who cost more than his take-home
pay and where he reportedly “became

" involved with a small circle of Japa-

Dese communists.”

The freshest revelations, however,
are those about Nosenko. That they
came from Angleton and like-minded
colleagues makes them all the more in-
triguing. What former ClA Director
William E. Colby has described as An-
gelton’s “ultraconspiratorial” view of
the world is apparently no longer in
vogue at the agency. But if his theories
were doubted (Colby, for one, beliéved
they did the CIA more harm than

good), his brilliance never was. Even -
today, no one in the intelligence com-.

‘munity seems brash enough to assert
that Angleton didn't know what he
was talking about. He seems to have
kept too many secrets to himself,

-boarding them like ammunition. In

any case, professional disagreement
with the CIA’s chief of counterintelli-
gence was always cautiously stated.

In his own forthcoming book, Hon-
orable Men: My Life in the CIA, Colby
puts it this way:

“I spent several long sessions doing
my best to follow his torturous con-
spiracy theories about the long arm of
.a powerful and wily KGB at work, over

decades placing its agents in the heart ,

-of allied and neutral nations and send-

ing its false defectors to influence and
undermine American policy. I confess
that I couldn't quite absorb it, possibly
because I did not have the requisite
grasp of this labyrinthine subject, pos-
sibly because Angleton’s explanations
were impossible to follow, or possibly
because the evidence just didn't add
‘up to his conclusions; and I finally con-
<luded that the last was the only real
answer. At the same time, I looked in
vain for some tangible results in the
counterintelligence field, and found
little or none. I did not suspect Angle-
ton and his staff of engaging in im-
proper activities. I just could not fig-
ure out what they were doing at all.”
Nonetheless, Angleton's suspicions
about Nosenko—at least as reported
by Epstein—cannot be easily dis-
missed. The Russian KGB officer first
surfaced as a CIA informant in 1962,
Just six months after another Soviet in-
telligence officer, Anatoli M. Golitsin
(code name: Stone), had defected with
the startling report that a high-rank-
ing “mqle” had already been planted
in the American system. Nosenko, in
effect, assured the CIA that the “mole”
was no more than a mouse, a low-rank-
ing American military man who once
worked as a motor pool mechanic at

" the U.S. Embassy in Moscow,

Nosenko's own defection in Febru-
ary of 1964, with his claims to full
knowledge of the KGB case file on Os-
wald, led Angleton and other CIA
skeptics to the discovery of one incon-
sistency after another. But FBI Direc-
tor J. Edgar Hoover wasn't interested.
According to - Epstein, Hoover was
more concerned about covering up the
FBI's tailure to keep a closer watch on
Oswald before the assassination. “By
an odd twist of fate, the FBI's intgrest
lay in concealing, rather than reveal-
ing, any hint of Soviet involvement,”
Epstein writes.

The infighting was evidently fierce.

By the spring of 1964, apparently on

the heels of two FBI inter: ws that
took Nosenko at his word, the CIA, re-
portedly with the approval of Attor-
ney General Robert F. Kennedy, put
Nosenko in solitary confinement and
began a grueling “hostile interroga-
tion” in hopes that the KGB man
would break down before the Warren

Commission had to submit its report.

The ploy didn't work. The Warren
Commission decided not to question
Nosenko at all, ostensxbly following a

June 24, 1964, conference between
Warren and the CIA's Richard Helms,
Helms told the chief justice that it was
still unclear whether Nosenko was a le-
gitimate defector or a Soviet disinfor-
mation agent.

The only trouble with that sequence
is that the Commission took up the
question of Nosenko the day before,
on June 23, 1964. Could it have decided
to call Nosenko, only to have Helms
head off the showdown by buttonhol-
ing Warren the next morning? No one
knows. The CIA has thus far stead-
fastly refused to let the transcript be
made public—on the mind-boggling
grounds that the release of any infor-
mation about Nosenko “can only inter-

.fere with American counterintelli-

gence efforts.”

The CIA kept hammering away at |

Nosenko, keeping him in custody with-
out any legal or constitutional author-
ity until 1967. His disbelievers in the
CIA's Soviet Russia division complled a
900-page report, chronicling all the in-
formation he had provided. It con-
cluded that he was a fake, assigned by
the KGB to mislead the investigators
of President Kennedy's assassination.-
But Nosenko had his defenders, too,.
and they finally prevailed with & 500-
page reply that won its author the CIA
intelligence medal. For Nosenko, who-
is reputedly under a death sentence in
Mother Russia, the Agency provided a
$30,000-a-year allowance, a new iden-
tity and a new home. Six years later,
Epstein writes in a simplistic version’
of the event, Angleton was forced into
retirement by Colby on the eve 0f The
New-York Times’ disclosure of {llicit
domestic activities at the agency. An-
gleton's top aides were forced out with
him.: The new counterintelligence
crowd appointed Nosenko one of its
consultants.

Epstein’s conclusion is ominous:
“With Nosenko accredited and the
counterintelligence staff purged, the
CIA had truly been turned inside out.”

Oversimplified? Of course. Over-
stated? Absolutely. Some truth to the
book? Undoubtedly. Where? Who
knows? But watch out for those oak |
trees. a
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Three men were assigned major and pub-
lic roles in the historic events of Novem-
ber 1963 in Dallas, Texas—John F. Ken-
nedy, Lee Hurvey Oswald and Jack Ruby.
Since those 1ragic days the American news
media have devoted a great deal of energy
toacritical examination of Kennedy's per-
sonal and poliical life. indeed, books and
even front-puge sicrizs in major news-
papers and televisinon news programs have
delved into the nurdered President’s
lcnuous tics, through an alleged sexual
relationship, to organized crime. It
remains onc of the ironies of the past
decade and a half that Jack Ruby is now
emerging @s 4 patriotic nightclub owner
who loved the republic not wiscly, but too
well, while Lee Harvey Oswald has been
rcborn in the Reader’s Digest as a skilled
assassin truined by the KGB (Soviet secret
police).

In February of this year CBS aired Ruby
ond Oswald,  drama which told us that
Ruby wus an emotional man, that he truly
cured for the President and the President’s
wilc und that he killed Oswald not because
he foved him less but because he loved
Jagquciine Kennedy more, and thercfore
Quite naturally sought to spare her the
additional gricf of returning to Dallas for a
long und dreary trial, Asthe current media
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revisionists tell it, Jack Kennedy was a
lecher whose degrading sexual excesses
betrayed a loving wile and a naive and
trusting country. Ruby, on the other
hand, sufTered greatly through his pure
and abiding lcve. In a sense. he both killed
and died for us all.

And what of Lee Harvey Oswald? The
forgotien, inept and hated loner of the
early 1960s returns to us in the late 1970s
as a cool, KGB-truined killing machine,
courtesy of FB}! Director J. Edgar
Hoover's favorite transmission belt for
the dissemination of falsc information, the
Reader’s Digest, and the questionable
theories of an author who put his
legitimizing credential as ‘“‘critic of the
Warren Commission Report™ on the line
for a budget of approximately $2 million.
No one dare call Edward Jay Epstein,

author of the Reuder’s Digestbook Legend:

The Secret World of Lee Hurvey Oswald, a
cheap whore.

The lives and times of Jack Ruby and
Lec Harvey Oswald were full and
troubled. Neither was a loncr. Both were
deceply involved with American intelli-
gence dssignments, snd Ruby had scrved
as = front man for organized crime for
most ol his lifc. Even a cursory examina-
tion of their vuarious assignments will

)
. Repori by Berk Lans

Hivctiation by P'eier Green

move us much ncarer to understanding
the implications of the assassination of
President Kennedy. Before we look more
closely at the reu! Juck Ruby, however, it
may be instructive to look at the image of
him now being promoted. ]

According to the television production,
Ruby killed Oswald so that Kennedy's
family ~above all, the President’s
widow —would not have 1o suffer through
a public trial. This media fabrication may
now establish a irend. During May of this
year David R. Berkowitz, the self-styled
*“Son of Sam™ killer, pleaded guilty in
New York City o having murdered six
persons and wounded seven others during
a ycar-long rsmpape with a .44 revolver.
While entering his plea, he explained to
the court (reportediy with a straight face)
that he had decided to plead guilty **to0
spare the funiilies of the victims the circus
of a trial.>” Perhaps the TV “documentary
drama’’ showing Ruby agonizing over Jac-
queline Kennedy's forthcoming return 1o
Dallas inspired Berhowitz,

Ruby, in fuoct, was a hired killer who
worked for the FRI and organized crime.
He murdered Oswald as an assignment.
Shortly aficr Ruby's nrrest—three cheers
here for the Dallay police, who were able
to apprehend the hit manin their midst—
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his attorney, Tom Howard, told veteran
reporter Alonzo Hudkins that he and his
client were depressed. They were unable
10 develop an adequate legal defense to
the charge. Hudkins told me recently that
he then suggested to Howard that Ruby
adopt a story that might create some pub-
lic sympathy for Oswald’s_assailant. At
that point, according to Hudkins, he
thought up the idea that Ruby should say
he shot Oswald to spare Jackie Kennedy
the trauma of a trial. Howard's face lit up,
and he said, **Well, that sounds real gocd.
I'll tell Jack about that today.”

Later, Howard called Hudkins to tell
him that *'Jack loved the story and he is
going to use it.”" A few years later the
myth became reality as the American peo-
ple saw an actor portraying Ruby going vi-
cariously through Jackie's suffering until,
as a man of compassion, he impulsively
put an end to the threat.

Jack Ruby emerged as a central
character in the Dallas drama when he
shot JFK's alleged assassin on November
24, 1963, in the basement of the Dallas
Police and Courts Building {and before a
live-television audience). Oswald had
been a prisoner for two days, during which
time the Jocal police and the FBI both
silenced and isolated him. He had been
interrogated for more than 12 hours by
FBl agents, prosecuting atlorneys and
local and state authorities, and yet the
Warren Commission reported without
further explanation thal no tape record-
ings, stenographic records or comprehen-
sive notes survived the interview session.
Therefore, we were unable to learn what
Oswald had said during the lengthy
periods of questioning. -The suspec! was
further isolated when, afier he requested
that a lawyer come forward to provide
legal assistance for him, the three lawyers
retained for that purpose by the Dallas
Civil Liberties Union were denied the
right to talk with him. Unfortunately,
neither the lawyers nor the American
Civil Liberties Union made any effort to
overcome the blocks set up by the FBI and
the local police to deny Oswald's right to
counsel.

Just after Oswald was murdered by
Ruby, who had worked for the FBI in
Dallas in 1959, the FBI destroyed a letter
from Oswald, which was then in its files in
Dallas. The forensic evidence alone pro-
vides ample proof of a conspiracy to
assassinate President Kennedy. There-
fore, if Oswald was guilty, he was part of
the conspiracy; if he was not part of the
conspiracy, he was innocent. From the
viewpoint of the assassins it was necessary
to silence Oswald while he was in police
custody, for if guilty he might have in-
¢riminated others, and in any event his
trial would no doubt have provided a
forum for evidence of conspiracy. If Os-
wald was innocent, the evidence might
well have established that fact; alerting the
nation that the murderers were still at
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Lee Oswald: “Lone assassin, " or pawn in a terrible game played at the highest levels of government?

large. Ruby, from the vantage point of the
conspirators, met the historically neces-
sary obligation that self-preservation
imposed upon them,

Who was Jack Ruby, and how did he get
into the basement of the Dallas Police and
Courts Building to kill Lee Harvey
Oswald? The Warren Commission pre-
tended to confront these questions,
secured some discomfiting information
that it ignored or suppressed, and was
both an accomplice and willing victim of
the FBI's refusal 10 share its information.

With the limited historical perspective
afforded by little more than a decade, it
appears that Jack Ruby may be the Roset-
ta stone of the assassination. A new inves-
tigation might profitably begin by examin-
ing the many facets of his life. Only recent-
ly did I discover that he had received help
getting into the Police and Courts Building
and that he did not enter through the
Main Street ramp. Wilnesses in Dallas,
alive although frightened, know that
Charles Batchelor, then assistant chief of
the Dallas Police Department, personally
escorted Jack Ruby into the basement via
an elevator and that moments later Ruby
executed Oswald. Batchelor was later pro-
moted to chief of police,

Batchelor had played a major and
perhaps decisive role in delermining the
route of the President's motorcade. And
several days before the assassination in

This is the la:l)ho:o ever taken of Jack Ruby,
whose connections te US intelligence and
organized crime Aave long been overlooked.

Dealey Plaza he was the ranking represen-
tative of the Dallas Police Department 1o
drive over the sclected route with federal
authorities.

When the Warien Commission asserted
that Ruby had not been part of organized
crime, it did so by suppressing the FBI's
information aboul him and by alleging

CONTINUED
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that local authorities stated that Ruby was
not so involved. The local authority cited
was Assistant Chief of Police Charles
Batchelor.

The Commission’s commitment to
cover up the possibility of Ruby’s involve-
ment in any action other than one
impulsive act on November 24, 1963, was
no doubt responsible for its determination
that Ruby was not at Parkland Memorial
Hospital (where Kennedy and Texas
Governor John Connally were taken) on
November 22, 1963, in spite of very
strong testimony to the contrary. For in-
stante, Seth Kantor, a reporter for the
Scripps-Howard newspaper chain, testified
before the Commission that he not only
had seen Ruby at the hospital that after-
noon but had also spoken to him. Ruby,
Kantor maintained, had tugged at his coat
and asked him whether or not he (Ruby)
should open his club that night in view of
the tragedy. As a reporter for the Dallas

——
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was out al the hospital."” And the buliet,
which tied Oswald's purported rifle to the
assassination, maicrialized at the hospital
while Ruby was there. According 1o the wit-
ness who discovered the slug—Darrell C.
Tomlinson, a senior engineer at Park-
land—it rolled off a streicher, either Presi-
dent Kennedy's or Governor Connally’s,
after an unknown man ‘‘pushed the
stretcher.”
[ ] L] .

In 1959 the American intelligence com-
munity entered into a partnership with
organized crime with the aim of
assassinating Fidel Castro. Evidence
uncovered in 1975 by the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence (Church Com-
mittee) revealed that a series of abortive
efforts to kill the Cuban premier were
undertaken by this partnership. Also in
1959, not long after the victory of the
Cuban Revolution and while that country
was.-still in a state of transition, Jack Ruby

g . .
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Ruby's visit to Havana followed his
efTort 10 secure a letier of introduction 1o
Castro. He ofTered 1o purchase such a let-
ter fc. $25.000, according to the statcment
of Robert R. McKcown.

McKeown might have been the most
important witness 1o testify before the
Warren Commission. Two of the Com-
mission’s lawyers felt his testimony was
urgently required. Had McKeown
testified, the course of the past decade and
a half might have been materially
different. Having learned what McKeown
knew, the members of the Commission
could hardly have insisted that either
Ruby or Oswald were lone assassins. The
Commission, determined to find no con-
spiracy, resolved its dilemma by refusing
to call McKeown as a witness and by deny-
ing permission to the Commission lawyers
to take his testimony. Robert McKeown
remains a man of mystery. His life rcads
not unlike an exciting adventure slory.

McKeown and an associate had
invented and developed a machine to
clean coffee beans. That task had been
time-consuming and had previously been
done by hand. **We took our machine to
Cuba,” McKeown said, ‘‘because of the
cheap labor there."

Fulgencio Batista was running the coun-
try, his militia called upon McKeown and
said the dictator wanted to be & partner in
the venture. Batista wanted a 20-percent
interest in the company. McKeown, sti-
fling feelings of outrage, explained that he
was an American citizen and business-
man. The guards shrugged and left. They
returned later, and McKeown offered a
similar explanation. They again left. Other
guards returned, and McKeown—at rifle

and bayonet point—was thrown into a

;I’i“"-’“ r military vehicle and then flown to Miami.

R il He was told he would be killed if he ever

¥ returned to Cuba.

AR McKeown brooded about his loss, and
) was then approached by a representative
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Times Herald, Kantor had known Ruby for
"years. In spite of repeated and disbelieving
interrogations by the Commission, Kantor
was adamant. He testified: *'l did 1alk to
the man, and he did stop me, and 1 just
can’t have any doubt about that.”
Kantor's testimony as to Jack Ruby’s
presence in the hospital on that date was
corroborated by several other witnesses,
but to no avail. All the Commission could
secure to support the preconception that
Ruby was not there was its allegation that
Ruby denied it—or, as one Commission
lawyer told a witness in an effort 1o con-
vince her to change her stalement: **Jack
himself has denied very vehemently he

ol
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visited Havana.

For the Cuban people the island’s major
harvests were agricultural, including sugar
cane and tobacco, but for American crimi-
nal syndicates the harvest was freshly
laundered cash taken each night from
their casinos—the largest and most jucra-
tive gambling establishments in the world.
In August 1959 this cash-flow was
threatened by the new Castro govern-
ment. It was at this time that Lewis J.
McWillie, manager of the Tropicana
casino (the world’s largest, owned by
Meyer Lansky's syndicate), invited Ruby
to Havana, paid his air fare and spent
many hours with him there.

of Carlos Prio, the former president of

Cuba who had been overthrown by -

Batista. Would McKeown like to meet
Prio to discuss ways of regaining his busi-

.ness? The meeting was set up, and a 20-

year {riendship began.

Prio explained that a revolution to oust
Batista was under way. It was to be well-
financed and led in the field by a man
named Fidel Castro. Prio was to be
restored as president, and McKcown
would get his business back. The opera-
tion needed a talented, sophisticated,
well-connected, highly motivated
American businessman 0 secure weapons
and get them to Casiro in Cuba.
McKeown agreed. He was well-paid and
anxious to again have control of his lucrs-
tive setup in Cuba.

McKcown spent more than a week with
Castro at a hotel in Tampico, Mexico. He
embarked upon a plan to get guns and
ammunition 10 Cuba for Castro’s troops.
[Editor's Note: Following the successful
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revolution Fidel Castro, not Carlos Prio,
became Cuba's new head of state. Subse-
quently, Prio joined forces with the U.S.
Ceniral Inielligence Agency in an effort 1o
overthrow, or assassinate, Castro.)

McKeown arranged for weapons to be
taken from a U.S Army arsenal in Arkan-
sas and delivered 1o him in vans. He also
handled large sums-of money given to two
United States senators. McKeown was a
Houston-based engineer who had contacts
in the business world, including the
petroleum industry, and in government.
He sent weapons to Cuba in oil tankers,
ships carrying oil drums (in which
machine guns and bazookas were stashed
away) and in airlifts to the interior of the
island. Before the operation was betrayed,
resulting in his arrest in 1958, McKeown
had delivered S8-million worth of
weapons and ammunition to the
insurgents. He personally flew to Cuba
twice during the revolution and met with
its leaders.

McKeown's final plan involved the
purchase of a strategically located house,
in which he stored $2-million worth of
weapons, and the purchase of a ship to
take them to Cuba. He was arrested, the
ship seized and the weapons confiscated
by the FBIl. Charged with 15 felony
counts, he faced a life sentence. But Car-
los Prio and his CIA sponsors intervened,
and McKeown was never asked how he
secured the arms. He wids sentenced in
Federa] District Court in Houston to 90
days, of which he served 59.

In 1959, after his takeover, Fide! Castro
came to Houston, publicly embraced
McKeown and offered him a place in the
Cuban government, urging him to return
to Cuba with him at once. But McKeown,
who had been placed on probation for five
years, did not wish to leave the country
without permission. Castro said, “‘You
will be the only American in our govern-
ment. You can have your business back,
franchises, anything you want. Without
your arsenal we would have failed.” But
McKeown never could gain permission
from a federal court to return to Cuba.

It was later that year that Jack Ruby
visited McKeown and offered him
$25,000 for a letter of introduction to
Castro. It now appears that Ruby was
working for the organized crime/
American intelligence partnership seeking
to kill the Cuban leader. After the
assassination of President Kennedy, FBI
agents interviewed McKeown, who
recounted the Ruby offer. One of the
major scandals of the Warren Commission
Report was the refusal of the Commission
members to question McKeown, a point |
emphasized in Rush to Judgment, pub-
lished in 1966, long before I met
McKeown.

Several months before the assassination
Lee Harvey Oswald, together with a
Cuban identified only as Mr. Hernandez,
called upon McKeown. Oswald said that

.2 Tewiryy tne 110usion Chronicle
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Robert McKeown, chief gun-runner to the Cuban Revolution, chats with Fidel Castro in Houston in

April 1959, Later, Oswald and Ruby both kad occasion to call on the resourceful businessman

he represented 1 movement in a Latin
American country and that he wished to
purchase weapons for a revolution.
McKeown, still on probation, urged him
to leave at once. Oswald returned minutes
later and offered $10,000 for four semi-
automatic rifiles with telescopic sights.
McKeown was tempted, but declined. Had
the rifle found on the sixth floor of the
Texas School Book Depository Building
been traced back to Castro's purveyor of
weapons, a situation potentially greater
than the Missile Crisis might well have
exploded.

After the assassination George De
Mohrenschildt called upon McKeown and
tried to persuade him that an impostor,
not Oswald, had met him. Since
McKeown had told no one of his meeting
with Oswald, he wondered how De
Mohrenschildt had heard of it.

George De Mohrenschildt had been
employed by the CIA and had brought
Oswald from New Orleans to Dallas just
prior to Kennedy's assassination. When
De Mohrenschildt heard that Oswald had
been charged with the shooting, he
became irate and said, **The FBI in Dallas

"and Fort Worth both assured me that

Oswald was harmless.” Later he con-

edy's
1960 election campaign in New York City.
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cluded that Oswald was innocent and had
been set up to take the blame. De
Mohrenschildt was completing a
manuscript dealing with the conspiracy to
kill Kennedy when he died under
mysterious circumstances in Florida. Two
days later Carlos Prio also died in Florida,
likewise under mysteitous circumstances.

In 1961, when Castro's politcal position
was understood, Prio moved into
American intelligence circles and became
leader of the anti-Castro forces in
America. In that position he offered
McKeown a substantial sum to use his

(" ‘

Commission, terrorized by the possible
consequences of a thorough investigation,
decided not to conduct such a probe.

A serious investigation would have
revealed that Ruby was part of organized
crime in Chicago at least as long ago as
1939 and that at"that time he may have
been a Svndicate hit man. It also would
have revealed that Ruby began working
for the FBI in Dallas on March 11, 1959,
and that when he was on assignment in
Cuba, possibly to assassinate Fidel Castro,

.he was employed by the organized crime/

intelligence alliance that had already tried
and failed to kill Castro and was to try
many more times in the coming years. A
full investigation would have shown that
Oswald had been given the intelligence
assignment of buying at least one rifle with
a telescopic sight from the man who had
provided the weapons of war for Fidel
Castro’s guerrilla army.

e 5
that they knew just where i» would lead

While the information secured from
McKeown permits us 1o place l.ece Harvey
Oswald in a proper historicsl context jor
the first time, and provides some evidence
of his role as an intelligence agent, ~tate-
ments just made by Oswald s Marine
Corps buadies provide proof of his !
espionage assignments.
~hrPesruary 19778 Gallup poll showed
that approximately 81 percent of the
population believed the Warren Commis-
sion Report to be a cruel hoax. The poll
also showed that more Americans were
inclined to consider the ClA and the FBI
as the possiblc assassins of President Ken-
nedy than were convinced that Oswald
had acted alone.

Because of the public's attitudes, the
police and intelligence launched a massive
public-relations campaign to direct suspi-
cion away from their respective organiza-
tions. In long-suppressed documents J.
Edgar Hoover had vrged the use of the
Reader’s Digest10 deal with the question of
conspiracy in these matiers. The ClA's
use of television and radio networks and
of the New York Times, Washington Post
and Washington Star, as well as the majos
news weeklies, had been suspected for
some time.

Soon a full-scale program to connect
Oswald posthumously with 8 Russian

hi,

secret-police agent was under way—Iled,
almost predictably, by the Reader’s Digest.
As previously mentioned, Reader's
Digest Press published Edward Jay Ep-
stein’s Legend: The Secret World of Lee
Harvey Oswald, and the magazine itself
ran excerpts from the book in two con-
secutive issues, accompanied by a nearly
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biography of Oswald continues the cover-up.

friendship with Castro to kill him.

It seems apparent now that McKeown's
statement to the FBI in 1964 and subse-
quent statements to me, together with
other available evidence, indicate that in
1963 Oswald, who had been employed by
Kﬁe’riﬁn‘?n‘t’éﬂigencﬁmrrﬁﬂtwnﬁgl

the Marine Corps, was given the assign-
1ght from McKeowp. During that same

general time-frame, October 1963, the

Central Intelligence Agency established a

scries of charades in Mexico City for the
ur aking 1

inations_in_the.-Western Hemi-
?f,ﬁgbmd
also included a trip to the Cuban Embassy
in Mexico City by an impostor pretending

ggr__sxald- be O
Bl and CIA documents, now available,

dcmonstrate that the **Oswald" who
visiied both the Cuban and Soviet
embassies in Mexico City in October 1963
was not Lee Harvey Oswald. The Warren

E’ad visited the Sovi e and
a el with a manE described 12 Eéé

Marine Lee Oswald told David Bucknell he
expected lo return from the USSR *‘a hero”

Had McKeown sold that rifle and had it
been found on the sixth floor of the Texas
School Book Depository—{ollowed by the
‘‘evidence" that only a month before the
assassination Oswald had returned to
Dallas from talks with the KGB officer in
charge of assassinations (and a visit to the
Cuban Embassy in Mexico City to obtain a
visa, ostensibly to flee to a Communist
country after killing the President) —the
world might not be intact today.

Apparently, all that thwarted the mad
scheme to make Castro appear responsible
for Kennedy's killing was the refusal of
McKeown to sell Oswald the rifle and the
desire of the Commission to cover up all
traces of conspiracy in the ‘interest of
**national security'’ and international
peace. The frightened little men who ran
the Warren Commission were afraid to
conduct a search for the truth because

they thought (incorrectly as it turns out)

unprecedented advertising rampaign. Ep-
stein had been given, as he described it,
*‘an almost unlimited budget.” He, being™
a modest fellow, spent approximately S2
million to write the book, which cannot
possibly earn for its sponsors any sum
approaching the amount expended. This
raises two questions: Why did the Reade~'s
Digest embark upon a2 plan doomed 1o
financial failure? And was the money, in
this intelligence escapade, really providad
by the magazine?

The extravagance of the project is hard-
ly reflected in the book itself, a shoddy
work in which obvious errors and blatant-

“ly false statements abound. For example,

Epstein flatly states, **BRallistics cannot be
done on pistols.” What he meant to say is
that a ballistics examination of a slug fired
from a pistol cannol prove that the bullet
came from a particular pistol to the exclu-
sion of all other. pistols in the world.
However, that statement is false, as any
teenager who has ever toured the FBI'
headquarters in Washington, D.7,
knows,

Epstein ofTers this thesis: Oswald was a
KGB operative while still in the Marine
Corps in 1958. At that time he was

-t
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stationed at Atsugi, Japan, and was
assigned to work on the most secret of
all military projects—the U.2 spy plane.
Oswald, a mere private first class, was
paid substantial sums of money by the
Russians to pass secrets along to them.

According to the Epstein-Reader’s
Digest scenario, proof that Oswald
worked for the KGB can be found in the
fact that he frequented the Queen Bee, a
fashionable Japanese club, and that he
spent large sums of money there. Ep-
stein was apparently informed by his
intelligence sources that the Queen Bee
was a place where military secrets were
discussed and where the Office of Naval
Intelligence knew that a spy might oper-
ate. He writes in Legend that Oswald was
the only lowly enlisted man there and
that even lower.ranking officers would
stand out in that club. In addition, Ep-
stein notes that Oswald eatered into a
liaison with a beautiful Japanese
woman, a suspected KGB contact, and
that he undoubtedly paid her a great
deal of money. He even brought her
back to the top-secret U-2 base, Epstein
assures us.

If Epstein, almost 20 years after the
event, was able to discover that Oswald
was a Russian spy, based exclusively on

-

information. well-known to Oswald's
superiors in the Marine Corps at the
time, is one not entitled, indeed com-
pelled, to ask why the Marine Corps
took no action?

Oswald rubbed elbows at the Queen
Bee with high-ranking military officers
and rubbed more than elbows with high-
priced Japanese prostitutes. He was a
big spender at the club, and was perhaps
the only enlisted man who appeared
regularly at the establishment. And he
was assigned to the U-2 project. Had
Oswald not been given permission to do
what he was doing, he would have been
suspected at once, and military justice—
to use a self-contradictory term—would
have had its harsh way with the soldjer
before his second effort to lavish funds
at a club where he did not belong. Who,
then, did give Oswald permission?

Recently, a former Marine who had
served with Oswald in Santa Ana,
California, after Oswald had returned
from Atsugi, began to talk about his dis-
cussions with him. His name is David
Bucknell. The Warren Commission
never talked with him and neither did
Epstein. In April 1978 French televi-
sion presented three extraordinary
documentaries about the Kennedy
assassination. These incisive programs
were developed by Jean-Michel Char-
lier, a well-known French filmmaker.

Following the program Wesley
Leibeler and David Belin (two lawyers
who had served as assistant counsel for
the Warren Commission) and Epstein
and 1 participated in a discussion. 1}
played a portion of an interview I had
recorded with Bucknell. Epstein_ only
said, “They never told me that he was in
Oswald's unit.” Then“he added, “His
name wasn't on the roster I was given."”

Yet Bucknell was there. I met with
Bucknell and James Botelho at my
apartment in Venice, California, in
April 1978. Botelho, even Epstein and
the Warren Commission agree, was
Oswald’s roommate when they were sta-
tioned at the Marine Air Control
Squadron (MACS.9) at Santa Ana.
Botelho and Bucknell asserted that they
had been there together with Oswald.
After his discharge from the Marine
Corps Botelho became a police officer in
California, and later a judge.

Bucknell told me that one day he and
Oswald went (o0 a tavern near the base to
drink a few beers. Two women ap-
proached them. Later that day Oswald
told Bucknell the incident with the
women reminded him of an experience
he had had at Atsugi.

Oswald had been alone in a bar when
an attractive Japanese woman ap-
proached him, he told Bucknell. She
asked him some questions about his
work on the base. That work v as, of
course, with the supersecret U-.2
program. Oswald, predictably, reported
that conversation to his superior officer,
who then arranged for a meeting on the
base between QOswald and a man dressed
in civilian clothes.

The man, a “security”™ or *“security-
intelligence” operator, explained to
Oswald that he could do his country a
great service. Oswald was told that the
woman was 8 KGB contact and that he
would be given false information to pass
on to her. Oswald agreed, and while still

‘a teenager in the Marine Corps he

became an intelligence operative. His
liaison with the woman continued; he

- was given money to spend at the Queen

Bee, -and apparently encouraged by
American inclligence to enter into a
sexual relationship with the woman.
Years later, while examining
Oswald's medical records—released
along witn thousands of irrelevant docu- !
ments by the Warren Commission in
1964 —1 discovered a most remarkable
entry. The chronological record of medi-
cal care for Lee Harvey Oswald (pub-
lished by the Commission as Donabe-
dian Exhibit No. I, Volume 19, page
605) noted that on September 16, 1938,
he had been treated for gonorrhea while

CONTINUED




in the Marine Corps at Atsugi. The
Armed Services tend to consider
venereal disease a serious problem and
punish enlisted men who contract a
dose. The affidavit stated that Oswald
got the disease “"in line of duty.” It
further exculpated Oswald from any
responsibility by stating, “Not due to
own misconduct.”

When this startling information was
released on French television. Epsiein
answered, “They told me that they
always write 'in line of duty’ for any dis-
ease or injury. They told me that when
Oswald accidentally shot himself with a

.22 pistol, they wrote "in line of duty” on
that medical report.” Epsiein never did
reveal who “they™ were, but anyone
who has served in the American military
knows that he was given—and he
accepted —false information. Had Ep-
stein merely turned to the next page of
Oswald's medical record, he would have

“seen that the words "in line of duty’ did .

not appear in connection with the self-
inflicted wound or in connection with
ary other medical problem for which
Oswald had received treatment.
Regarding Oswald's tour of duty in
Japan, Bucknell can only report what
Qswald recounted to him. However, he
was involved directly with Oswald in an
intelligence effort when they both were
at MACS-9. In 1939 Oswald, Bucknell
and others were ordered to report to the
Criminal invesugation Division (CID)
at the base. There a civilian began an
effort aimed at recruiting those present
for -an intelligence operation against
“Communists” in Cuba. Oswald was
selected (o make several additional trips
to CID: Later he told Bucknell that the
civilian who served as his contact or
control at Atsugi had taken over the
same job at Santa Ana. Siill later,
Oswald confided to Bucknell that he,
Oswald, was to be discharged from the
Marine Corps very soon and that he
would surface in the Soviet Union.
Oswald told Bucknell that he was being
sent there on assignment by American
intelligence and that he would return to
the United States in 1961 as a hero.
Judge Jamss Botelho probably knew
Oswald as w=ll as anyone at MACS.9.
They shared the same room, and
Botelho tock Oswald home to meet his
parents. Although the intelligence.
inspired revisionists are attempting
retroactively to make Oswald a Marxist
Marine, Botelho denies it."I'm very con-
servative now,"” he told me, “'and I was
at least as conservative at that time.
Oswald was not a Communist or a
Marxist. If he was, I would have taken
violent action against him and so would
many of the other Marines in the unit."”
When they were in the service
together, Botelho engaged in many
discussions with Oswald. I asked him
what he thought cf Oswald when he
learned that he had *“defected.” He said:
“Well, when Oswald’s presence in the
Soviet Union was made public, it was
the talk of everyone who knew him at
the base. First of all, ] was aware of the
fact that the radio codes and other codes
were not changed and that Oswald
knew all of them. That made me
suspicious. | knew Oswald was not a
Communist and was, in fact, anti-Soviet,
Then, when no real investigations about

(

Oswald occurred at the base, I was sure
that Oswald was on an intelligence
assignment in Russia.

“In Epstein's book he quotes a former
Marine named Delgado as stating that
civilians swarmed all over the base after
Oswald surfaced in Russia. That is not
true at all. Delgado had been transferred
before that date, in any event, and if
there had been such an investigation, he
would not have seen it. Two civilians
dropped in, asked a few questions, took
no written statements and recorded no
interviews with witnesses. It was' the
most casual of investigations. It was a
cover-investigation so it could be said
that there had been an investigation.”

Judge Botelho concluded, “Oswald, it
was said, was the only Marine ever to
defect from his country to another coun-
try, a Communist country, during
peacetime. That was a major event.
When the Marine Corps and American
intelligence decided not to probe the
reasons for the 'defection,” I knew then
whet 1 know now: Oswald was on an
asgignment in Russia for American
intelligence.”

Very likely, the truth abont the
assassination _of President Keppedy

resides in ClA files and in the minds of

CTA ofliciais. After the House Select

ommittec on Assassinations was estab-
lished in 1976 a tough-minded former
prosecuting attorney named Richard
Sprague was appointed its chiel.counse]
and director. He pledged to subpoena
every relevant CIA and FBI file and to
question every pertinent witness from
the intelligence community. The
intelligence organizations, through what
they refer to as their “assets™ in the news.
media, launched a vitriolic attack
against Sprague, who was then eased out
of his position by frightened members of
Congress.

In June 1977 Sprague was replaced
by"G. Robert Blakey. formerly of the
Department i e-

-clined to subpoena any FRI or ClA doc-

uments and wha has hired his staff anly

?_f_lgr_S_cans_lht—zp.pmxaLameb__\hg
Bl and CIA. He has also agreed not to

disclose ta the American people any-
thing he might learn from those two
organizations without their approval.
On the day that the Select Commitiee
was established by Congress, George
O'Toole, a former CIA agent, turned to
me and said that the most corrupt and
inept institution in America has just
been called upon 1o investigate the two
most duplicitous organizations in our
couatry's history. He added, “The CIA
and FBI will have that committee for
bieakfast tomorrow morning.” He was
wrong: 1t took several moniths. g




Handwntmg on 1963

Letter

To ‘Mr. Hunt’ SCle OSwald’

DALLAS Apru 2 (AP)—'I‘hree
handwriting experts have examined a
letter dated Nov. 8, 1963, to an other-
wise unidentified “Mr. Hunt” and con-
cluded it was written by Lee Harvey .
Oswald, the Dallas Morning News re-
‘ported today, : SR
-, Oswald was- identiﬂed by tbe War-
ren Commission as the lone assassin
of President Kennedy here o Nov.
22,1963, 2L e

The newspaper said the handwnt
ing experts were commissioned by the . ;
paper and that their conclusion wals
that it is “the authentic writing of Lee o
Haney Oswald and was. written. b oy

Rlm i e et .rww'wy

< The letter says J‘I woulc!‘llkeinfor—
mauon concerning my position. I'am?

-asking only for iniormation. ram suc;«

gesting that"we discuss’ tha ‘matter’,’

‘fully before any-steps are taken by“

.me or axwone else.” e g

. Retired " newspaper’ " editor? fPenn”

. Jones Jr. told the News he obtained a_
‘copy of the’letter through tHe mail®
from an unidentified . person - from -
Mexico City. He said the sender told

~ him that he had given a copy of the .

* letter to FBI Director Clarence M., 4
Kelley in:late 1974 An'FBI- spokes- i
man has sald the bureau knows noth-

/\‘

PR

ing about delivery of such a letter to..if’

e el

Kelley . . AR YIRS -.»Ag.

However, the’ Dallas bureau of the -
FBIl acknowledged Friday that a lett.er P

" purportedly written- by Oswald to a.*
Mr. Hunt was under investigation. An'_ .

o tlon were “totally false. e

' ;‘IFBI spokesman”said the_letter came
; into its hands “recently.” [FBI investi-..
& gators have been .unable t0 establish'?‘
‘the letter’s: authenticity,”.but were-
~leaning toward the idea.that it was a '~
- forgery, it was reported last month.] B
ht The News identified the handwrit- !

ing experts as Ma.ry C&Harrison of .
_“ N R w4 T I -

S

Rxchaxdson Tex ‘\faryI Duncan of

Toronto, and -Allan R. Keown of El

.- Paso. The newspaper said all are cer-
tified w1th “the Internatmual Gra-
phoa.nalysis Society.

A spokesman for the estate ot od-

-man H.L. Hunt issued a statement Fri-

day saying that reports that Hunt had -
something to-do with the assassma-

- Earlier, 8 spokesman for Hl;nt 01] ’
Co denied that Hunt “ever knew, ever
communicated with or ever received

o \commumcation from Lee Harvey Os-.

Wald" f\._f

Lo e B

L
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CIA Tied to False O swaa il sz"y

.. said, Morris Bishop paid him a h.mp E

" The " Central - Intelhgcnce Avency

-asked one of its Cuban operatives to ,

- help fabricate . a. story. about Lee
Harvey Oswald durmv the investiga-

tion of the John F. Kennedy assassina- . -

tion, the Cuban has:told congressxonal
investigators.

In an earlier column, we reported
that the same witness claimed he had
met the accused assassin in Dallas in
the company of a CIA agent three
months before Kennedy was killed.

- We identified the witness only as
: Mr. X because of attempts on his life.
"But we have studied his detailed, conf-

idential statements to con’gréssion’al in-

- vestigators. They

- three times, cross-examining = him

[ closely. He gave them such specific in-

formatxon that they concluded he was !

a “credible” witness.
He told of meeting his CIA contact
in the lobby of -a Dallas office building

"in August, 1963. “This time he brou0ht,....

ano»her guy,” rucounted Mr. X “The
guy never talked.”

Mr. X explained that he had trained
nimself, as an underground leader, to
memorize the characteristics of people

he met. He immedxately recognized -

the CIA agent’s’ companion after

seeing Oswald on television following
-the Kennedy assassination.. . - -

Not long afterward, the CIA contact

- made a stranoe request of Mr. X.

There had been a report that Oswald

"~ had met a {uban ‘couple in‘ Mexico...
“sada’ was indicted in Venezuela .on-
' murder charges in connection with .
. thecrash of a Cuban’ jetliner. :
ing we'll bribe him, if he said it was -

“You have a cousin working for Cuban
. . intelligence in Mexico,” the ClA agent
. said. “Why don’t you just ask him, say-

really him that Oswald met.”
It isn't clear from the confldentlal

interviewed = him-

: -transcrlpts why the CLA would want to

fabricate this evidence. Perbaps the

-CIA .could - have -sought to tie Ken-

nedy'’s killer to the Castro governmeat.

stressed that the interview in no way

- implicates the CIA in the Kennedy kill-

- The mYStery witness first met his
CIA contact in Havana before the

United States broke off relations with -

Cuba. Mr. X had helped to organize a

- group of bank accountants, who em-
. bezzled funds from the Castro regime
-to finance anti-Castro causes.

The agent, who used the name Mor-

ris Blrhop, recrujted Mr. X to planan -

attempt on Castro’s life. The plotters

planned to fire a bazooka from a -

nearby apartment while Castro was de-

livering one of his marathon speeches.
The plot was discovered by Castro's

police, and Mr. X escaped to Miami. He

continued for a dozen more years to-
work with Bishop in the ann Castro g
.underground. '
During Castro's 1971 visit to Chile; . .
Mr. X tried again to knoeck him off. -

The plotters included a Venezuelan se-

curity agent, named Luis Posada Car- -
riles, who was supposed to provide.:

forged documents laying the blame on
the Soviets. This plot, too, fell through.
Oniy a few weeks ago, the same Po:

Mr. X said he worked for the CIA uns
til 1973 for expenses. When the. rela-

tionship was terminated in 1973, he -

In any event, the CIA agent called -
off the scheme, and Mr. X “never did -
" talk td his cousin,” according to a sum-
mary bf the interview. It should be

: $253 000 in cash for past services..

- Callgirl Trade—Women who take:
- up the world’s oldest profession, like. }

- most other.career seekers who want to . -
- get ahead’in life, are looking for .

“higher income and an mdependent’
‘exciting hfestyle ?

 tion. So concludes a scholarly study of
callgiris and streetwalkers, which has'

- expense.

- the Umversxty of Washington, Dr. Jen-

assigned to find out why women be-
come prostitutes.-Their findings will
" be published shortly in a 32:page docu-

) before it goes to press.

Not only do ‘wormien become prosu
tutes for the sume underlying motives

that “some people.become lawyers,”™
according to the learned ladies from -,
-Seattle, but the professxon reqmres ht o

tleschooling. - ...~

]

¢

These are the "maJor motwatmg fac -
tors” that lead women into prostitu- .

just been completed at the taxpayers -

“Two dlstmumshed researchers from '

* . nifer James and Jane Meyerding, were.

ment, which has been bootlegged to us

- For the pay, thére are “v1rtually no

‘ otheroccupatlons available” to women -

of modest skills, the researchers note.

flourish as long.as there is.“a con-
- sumer demand.” As they put it, “Eco-

They conclude that prostitution will .

‘nomics is the pervaswe theme of pfos ‘

* titution.”

sex drives vr are forced into the busi-

The study also d1spels old wives' tale»i'
+ about “fallen women,” who sell sex be- -
- .cause they hate'men or have abnormal -

ness by “the coercion of brutal pimp_s.-"
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“Mystery Witness in JF K ingmi'y

; A mystery witness has sworn to con-
gr°ssxonal investigators that a Central

Intelligence Agency agent introduced -

.him to Lee Hancy Oswald in Dallas
three months before Oswald gunned
down President John F. & ennedy

to identify only as Mr: X because of at-. -
"tempts of his life, is the founder of.a :

anti-Castro forces -might have re-
. cruited Oswald, a k.nown, pro-Caatw

* dctivisi-to kill ‘(ennedy '
. “The motive on this,” states the me- -

mo, “vyould of course be the expecta. -
tion - that aiter the President was .

-

Cuban 'terrorist group" that worked ;!

closely with the CIA.
The group held secret meet.mgs at

sassination. -Not lung after Kennedy -~
was shot, a Dallas deputy sheriff was"

. told by an informant that Oswald had =

been associating with some Cubans at.

“3123 Harlendale.”

‘daughter of a wealthy opponent of Cu-
ban Premier Fidel Castro, told to the
FBI. Two months before the Kennedy

killing, she related, she was visited in -

her Dallas apartment by three men
who identified themselves as fnends
- of her father,

‘One was introduced to her as “Leon :

| Qswald.” When she saw the picture in

. the newspapers ¢f the man who had

* 7The witness, whom we have agreed-' - killed, Oswald would be caught or at

least his, identity ascertained; the law

enforcement authorities and the pub-

‘lie would then blame the assassination

on the Castro government; and the call

. for a forceful ovetthrow would be irre-

3126 Hollandale in Dabias before the as- . Sistible.”

*ing whether he-had known about it in-
‘advance or had merely been guessing.

- teer. v ens 1
‘But the most explosive developmeut«

- But Hoover abruptly blocked tth' :

hne ‘of inguiry by notifying the War-
ren Corimission on Sept. 21, 1964, that

“the. ¥BI had located and identitied
. Odio's .callers. He named them as

\ “Loran Hall, Lawrence Howard and
new 'ligxsti fgaﬁidgto@sﬁgﬁfv’;g 8315? _ Williamy Seymour, all anti-Castroites. -
“ii Hoover even suggested that Odiocould -~

have confused the names “Loran Hall”

and “Leon Oswald.”.

shot Kennedy, she fainted from shock. =~
-- It was the same Oswald, she was cer-

‘tain, who had visited her apartment.

Congressional investigators - have
now learned that the late J. Edgar

-Now the congressional investigators

- is Mr. X's statement that he et Os-
'wald-in the company of a CIA agent.~

how Kennedy would die. Then the rab-
ble rouser added knowingly that Ken
nedy “knows be is a marked man.”

Milteer later admitted to the FBI.:
that he bad been .in Dallas in Jume,=.

1963, but depied having any knowl-~
edge of the Kennedy. assasssmatlon.
Howéver, the informant told the FBI..
that he asked Milteer after the shoot-~.

“I don’t do any guessing ? rephed M.ll

Congressional investigators questioned..

. the mystery witness closely on three

bave uncovered evidence that all three -

denied visiting the QOdio apartment

and that the ¥BI had obtained their

denials before Hoover wrote his letter
to the Warren Commission. :

" The {nvestigators have also obtained .

the tape of a fascinating conversation,

redxctinv two weeks in advance that -

Kennedy would be shot “from an off-

."ice building with a high-powered ri-
fle.” Tha.prediction was made by the -

*Hoover deliberately misled the War~ -
ren Commission about Odio’s mysteri- -

ous visitors. She was such a persuasive -

witness that the commission staff was -
' 9 1963, in Miami by an FBI informant

preparing to mvwnvate her story
thoroughly.

Staff membexé even speculated, ac-

. cordicg to one internal memo, that the

late Joseph Milteer, a right-wing rab-
ble rouser, who also happened to have
close connections. w:th antx-Castro
leaders .

- The conversation was taped oo Nov

named Willie Somersett, who turned

the tape over to the FBI the next day.-
.. Milteer is heard on the tape deseribing

cluded that “his credjbility is strength-~.
ened by the détails'he provides consist-
ent with what he told us before. Signif- .
icantly, he remams very sttong on the v
Oswald sighting.” .

The encounter occurred ina down—
town Dallas building, where Mr. X had ©
an appointment with his CIA contact.
The agent was accompanied by a man -
whom Mr. X later recognized- as Ken-
pedy'skiller.: - ;

“When he saw it was Oswald that

killed Kennedy,” the investigators re--:

ported in a confidential memo, “he
nearly freaked out, but he nevet said
anything.”

The mvestxgators tried to pm down

Mr X on how he could be sure that

. man was Oswald. Mr. X replied, ac--
- coxding to- the memo,. that he had
learned “how to retain the character-:

’wald h;s exact double

ics of a person; he had trained himsel? "

to do that. And if it wasn't Oswald, it -

was someone who was e:ractly hke Os-.-

K,»s

.separate occasions. They finally con-.: g
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.S., Cuba

" The United States and Cuba appar-

ently planned to wage - germ warfare ¢

Against one another’s. livestock a few,
Y . .

" yearsback. ... -

.. The Senate intelligence commitiee .

{nvestigating the startling charge that

the CIA spread, African swine fever in
- Cuba. The disease
‘ ‘Iand-,’,ipigpopulatiOn..";{i' o S
« 7 Now we, have learned that thé Cu

devastated. the is-

. bans had a’scheme of their own tq in
fest US.. cattle: with hoof-and-mouth
“disease. The idea ‘eventually was aban
doned, but in April, 1562, Cuban polit
- buro member. Antonic Nunez Jimenez
. discussed ; the - hoof-and-mouth:- plot
with four top Cuban scientists. ;-

: The amazing story has been. buried

In intelligence:docaments, which we
havenowseen.® :.v .. RN

' sclentists, according to an intelligence
“memo, “that Cuba was now ready to

give the United States a ‘dose;
own medicine.” . s

s e

continued .the memo, “that Cuba -had
“the ability, through specially trained
.agents, to destroy the cattle industry
-of the United States by spreading an
" epizootic fever kmown commonly as
‘hoof-and-mouth disease’ » - i

. .'A hoof:and-mouth epidemic would

-have forced the destruction of the in-.

fected cattle. An outbreak: in the
United States in 1929 and in Mexico in

1948 wiped out millionsyorth_ of live-

stock.

person account of Nunez Jimenez
threat, made further inquiries .and
found that “the Cuban- government
had opered a bacteriological labora-
tory in Soroa, Pinar del Rio Province,”

This secret lab, “located in the for-"

Had Cerm

o
B

" Nunez Jimenez informed the” four -

RT3

- Federal agents, alarmed at the tirst-

"7 mer orebid gardens of Soroa,” wasrun
by a Spanish exile named Dr. Martinez
Viera. He was assisted by a Cuban and
former American resident. The lat.
- t€r was a woman who washed the test
“ "tubes and vials

5, . thememo.: e
¥.. - At the time’ ,
- 1983, it appeared that “Nunez Jimenez
had-made arrangements for three So-

-, Viet" bacteriologists .to take. over the

boratory.”

o~

ly, was'to “determine the cause of an
> epidemic which completely destroyed

v
s

o

Wwe can find no evidence that the tur-
“»-keys, like a reported- 500,000 Cuban
+ germ warfare. coE :
i Another  Coverup—There iIs no
-"longer any’ question about it; both the
¢ "¥BI and CIA withheld essential facts
.. Jrom the Warren Commission about

P

#7% The ¥BI never allowed the commis-

© slon access to its files, and the mem-

i " they never
% led upon
“Tetters. ‘ S

.- 'We have now learned, for example,

* that the FBI had in its files at least 69.
©~ Teporis on the pre-assassination activi-” .

ties of Lee Harvey Oswald. Only.48 ot
~these were summarized for the War-
i iren Commission;. the remaining 23
were held back. Thus, the commission
" aceused Oswald of the murder without
=« considering all the available facts.

The CIA also provided the commis- ’

~ slon with selective information and

of the :'memo,"written in

W

used By Viera, reported
sy e - lect assassinations

“One purpdse of the lab, interesting- "~
-.-nessed the shooting in 1963 and the
- scene afterward, inside the Dallas hos-
the birds of a turkey farm.” However, .

~

covered up cruclal facts, Indeed, con-.

gressional investigatorssay the CIA de- -
about some of the.de:

L L
. { $
2
4

iberately lied :
tails that were furnished to, the com-
misslon. . s g o
-During the closing wesks. [ the last
Congress, the House: established z - se-

the Kennedy killing, Yet its investiga-

- tors have already interviewed about

.

pigs, may have been the victims of CIA .

, lered to take over the committee’s se- 34

- that the FBI and

- undercover campaign against the com- -8
mittee. Congressional sources say -the
two embattled agencies are spreading %

. | ;derogatory stories about the commit- 3

: ol - " the assassination of President Kenne- tee, T

~ “Nunez Jimenez furthér explained,” . -dy. .. : S h

two dozen key witnesses  who ‘had
never been questioned, - .. -
‘They include people who.had wit-

pital. Sources with Important informa-
tion in Mexico City and Miami were
also interviewed for the first time. -

. Now- there. are “disturbing reports
CIA are directing an

The CIA, these sources say, also of-

-
fx
)

committee,” which %
" . has barely started its investigation of

3
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¢ curity. This incredible proposal would < :

. .bers were so intimidated by the late
. FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover that ;
protested. Instead, they re-
FBI summaries and Hoover's

have placed the CIA, a target of the in-
vestigation,
tee files. .

- After the offer was r_!éjectedv:and fn- 3§
asking embarrass- 3f !

vestigators started
ing questions, the CIA allegedly urged
the Senate intelligence committee to

take the lead in investigating the Ken- :

nedy assassination. Apparently, the
CIA felt that the Senate committee

" would be more friendly. -

- Spokesman said the FBI iy cooperating

Ingit.

Footnote: At this writing, the CIA

in charge of the commit- »§

has not responded to our request fora -j§ .

comment. A . Justice. Department

fully with the committee, not Obstruct-

R N T S :
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~ QandA b
‘Sprague Tells |
About jFK, | -
King Probes

Richard A. Sprague, counsel and.
director of the House Assassinations
Committee, which is invéstigating the
murders of President John F. Kennedy |
and Martin Luther King Jr., was inter-
viewed by Washington Star Stoff errer
- Jeremigh O Leary

Question: You havethe reputation
as a tough prosecutor from the
Yablonski-Boyle case. Would you
have taken on this new assignment if
you were satisfied that we have
every clung we need to know?

Sprague- I took thxs assignment ’ .
because I was satisfied an investiga- | -
tion was going to be done. I was also |
satisfied that many questions have '
been raised about the president’s
_assassination. It seemed to me most
important that the mquu'xes to be
conducted today:be done in a . thor-
ough, dispassionate manner. My pur-

- pose has nothing to do with what con-
clusions. we ultimately come to but
whether or not it is possible to get a
group-of professionals to do the kind

. of job which ultimately satisfies the
L broad base of the public. 3
; Q That seems to imply that Yyou
. ¢ have some doubts if the previous
" investigations were complete and
totaIIy satnsfymg

4

A: Iwouldn t put it on that basis. It _ o
seems to me that we are commencing ! . .
these mvestlgatlons without assump- |
- tions However, it is certainly clear |
- that, say, in the investigation of the :
assassination of Presxdent Kennedy .
= the investigative agencies that were ?
used by the Warren Commission ap- | |
pear.to have had areas concerning }
their own efforts, their own involve-
ment, which they did not disclose to §
the Warren Commission. That does |
raise a question of the thoroughness :
of that investigative effort. In the | -
King case, it is obvious from an '
. examination of the transcript of when -~
James Earl Ray pleaded. guilty that
Rdy disputed a statement made by
his own lawyers and the state prose- |
cutor that there was no conspzracy
No one seemed to have the mterest of ! ;
saying to Ray: ‘What is it you're :
talking about?’ That raises the ques- !
tion whether the inquiry was con- .
cerned with finding out whether -
others participated. Whether, in fact, !
others did, whether, in fact, the areas |
. that the CIA and the FBI may have | ,
thhheld from the Warren Commis- | ' _ —
sion affected any conclusions we :' :

"See SPRAGUE, A- 14 o .
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" pants, in the Kennedy cas

Continued From A-1

-don’t know. But, certainly, in each
area, it affected the degree to which
the investigatory process was thor-
ough and definitive

Q: In both exammatzons are you
going back to Square One? -

A: Yes. I think that in each case it
is essential in doing a thorough inves-
tigation to start with the two assassi-
nations as you would do in any homi-
cide case. The’body-at-the-scene, S0
to speak. And then you've got to
investigate what led to the scene.

Q: What Jmpedxment is it going to
be that a fair number of the I}amcx'

stance, are now dead? .:i;

A: It is.a problem, of course. The
question arises alsc as to the time

. that has elapsed. We're being called.

to the scene of these two: murders 13 *
and. 8 years later. That makes the

- investigative task rare difficult. But

- I daresay that it’s not quite as dif-
ficult as it would be if you waited -

“another five years. There.is 'an

advantage in that there is a mass of

. material, that there are live wit- .
- nesses. who are yet living in each of

these cases. The fact that there are
difficulties ought not to mean-*‘Let’s -

after the atternpt is made those prob- °

.- lems may make it impossible but let’s
" make the attempt and find out.

Q: Will you be using the original
fmdmgs as the base point and go
from there?

A: Not the findings so much but
what is the evidence which led to con-
clusions and whether or not that evi-
dence is solid and substantial and
corroborative or whether, in fact, it

" is not so. I think, in fact, to do an

investigation we have to find out
what has been done up until now. I do
think it is essential that we must
bring together all of the material that
exists for each of these assassina-
tions and all the investigating effort
that has taken place up until now.

~Q: It seems apparent tbat the War—
ren Commission accepted only that.
which was given to them, you have
no intention, then, of acceptxng that 2

A No. It is unportant that’ we ob-

It All Started Wlth ick of a Clgarette

~NEW YORK (UPD) —A fxght broke
out among Christmas revelers at-
tempting to board an elevator in a

Bronx apartment house early yester- .

day. When it was over, five persons
had been stabbed and six were undet
arrest, police reported.

According to police, 10 men were
waiting to board an elevator in a
building shortly after 1 a.m. to attend
aparty. -

- “Someone flicked a c1garette and it
hxt someone else in the face,’’ a police

tam the reports and data upon whlch
.-these reports were predicated. Buf

- the source: Even when we say FBI
not make the attempt It may be that - y

“ports and finding out from him who
~ who prepare reports put into that re-

“ters that are omitted that are more
- germane than that which is'put in the

_reported.

‘many standpoints. It raises a ques-

. Two of the injured were treated for
stab wounds and released. Three

" being held pending arraignments in

\

2\?

_RICHARD A. SPRAGUE .
. Startlngall over : :

our mvesngatxon is going ta mean
our own interviews of witnesses at|

reports we are talking about going]
back to the man who made the re

the sources of his information are.
One thing I've found is that people

port the things they think are inter-
esting, relevant. There are often mat-

report. In fact, I've found on many
.occasions that the author of the re-
port lets his attitude and feelings
color to a certain extent that which is

Q: Isit dzsturbmg to you that a!
least two agencies failed to report to
the Warren Commission all the facts

. now well known — Oswald’s threat-|.

ening letter to the FBI and CIA ac-
tivities or plans concerning Cuba?

A: The answer is that it absolutely
disturbs me. It disturbs me from

tion as to whether or not there are/
other areas which s_imilarly havg not

Spokesman ‘said. “Words were ex-
changed and the fists started flying;
then someone got a knifeout.” =

The five injured all were stabbed in
the abdomen, the spokesman said.

others were admitted to a hospital,
where a spokeswoman said they were
in stable condition. Six men were

criminal court police said.
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question of why those agencies would
have taken it upon themselves not to
disclose it at that time. And it raises
a third area, since there was a presi-
dential order at that time for these
agencies to cooperate fully, as to why
they would not have complied fully
with that preszdenual order.

Q: Certain eIements of ewdence -
autopsy reports, photographs, etc. ~
have been put under seal. Does your
subpoena power auow you to get at
. these?, we e

A: In my vxew, the answer is yes

Q: Do you expect to get the cooper-
“ation of the agenczes involved m t}ns
. .probe? . = .

A: Well, I can't speak for the fu-
ture, of course. In the fong run we,
will have to see if indications of coop-:
‘eration which are stated to be at this -
point will, in fact, continue as we
1 may get into hamer areas. As of this
date the indications are the agencies,

cess to materials. :
¥ Q: Howdo you say ybb want this or
§- that document wih material Iocked
¢.up insecret agency ﬁ]es 2 L

0 " A: One of the thmgs we in the

’ ,.process of arranging with those agen-
" “cies is that personnel from this office -
will have access to their material at
their place. We will go through the

+ files and we will make the determina- -~

" tion as to what they have that we'll
- want here,

" Q: What do you do about a man

« like James Earl Ray? Can you sub-
.poena him and if he refuses to talk
what can you do — he's already got a

- life sentence> B .

.."

¢ " A: He's servmg a penod of years

o ; " 1in jail which in effect Is the same as a

; life sentence. Keep in mmd anyone

- & that I know-of that is serving a life
* sentence keeps alive the hope ulti-

. mately of a parole and being in the
good graces of a parole board. We’re
not talking about that particular per- .
son now. There are laws. Any and all ~

. witnesses subject to the jurisdiction

" "of the United States ae subjéect to sub- -
poena power of this committee. Each”

~ witness called before the committee
_must answer the questions under :
oath that are presented or asked of
that witness. The only exception is -
where the witness could properly in-
voke the pnvxlege against self-in-

- crimination or in the event that the
..question is beyond the scope-of the
committee. In the event that a wit-
ness even wanted to invoke the privi-

: beendxsclosedlt aIso ralses the '

" will cooperaté with our gettmg ac- .

grant immunity to anybody. It 1S not
Jjust a matter of getting somebody be-
fore the committee and having him

- say whatever he is going to say. It'sa’
. matter of really getting the field

work, attempting to talk to some-
body, getting perhaps a refusal; find-
ing other ways, other avenues. Going
time and time again. Ultimately peo-
ple who appear at first blush like.
they do not want to talk about vari-
ous matters end up perhaps being
w11mg to. I don’t want to talk about
any particular person, though, even

- m a bypothetxcal cases.

, Q You've put forward a budget re-
quest of $6.5 million for the first year.
Doesn’t that seem hke a Iot of |

money? «

A: I take it that,my job is, as a
_professional, to come up with my best
" opinion as to what is needed — re-
cruiting a top-notch staff, directing it -

-in a professional manner, It is up to
the Congress to decide if they think
the cost is too high. But investiga-
tions are costly. Heretofore, when the

. Congress wanted to investigate some-
- thing they could call on the other

branches of government. They could
call on the FBI, the CIA, the field of-
fices. But they can’t do that in this

..-case; The investigatory team must be
" “indepedent because those are agen-

cies. that to some extent are going to

_be investigated. In New York State

they ar investigating scandals involv-
ing nursing homes. Now, with all due
respect to nursing home scandals,
they are not quite as important as

-investigating whether there were

other people in existence who took
part in the assassination of the presi-
dent of the United States. But in that
one investigation, New York State
has created a special prosecutor who

has a staff of 65-attornys, 156 auditor- |
. accountants, another 100 investiga- |
"-tors, another 100 back-up people. He

has ass million yearly budget He
has, in addmon, 40 mvestwatmg
grand juries whose cost is not in that
$6 million. So when we talk about in
twoinvestigations having a total of 80
attorneys and investigators and- a
total staff with the back-up of 170

_people, the truth of the matter is that

"that is as bare-boned on orgamzanon
as youcan have R .

" Q: What are your feelmgs as to

: bow the House wxu respond to tbxs re-_

quest?

A 1 haven’t'the‘ s;Xightest idea.fl
really feel that that is not my prob-

lem, that I was not brought down

here to become an advocate or a
salesman. The . determination
whether to investigate is one that,
was made by the Congress. The one’

lege against self-incrimination there- thing that I've tried to make clear to

are other avenues fox: the commmee
to take. .

Q Suchas?

R : I’ 't

o ‘A: Such as the u'nmumty powers to
compe! testimony. The Congress has
that authonry I happen to be a big-
believer in using ‘this power, though"
sparingly. In the Yablonskicases, for -
.example, you note that we did _not

'ex15t today

.the public and the Congress and the
.- -media is that the worse thing would
' ; ‘be the appearance of an investigation
<.+ that would, in fact, be hypocritical. It -
'is better that it not be done than to do
“it in a way that did not provide for -
.adequate financing. It is either to be

done thoroughly, defmmvely or don't
do it.-Don't do it in a manner that is
going ta raise more quesnons than

.
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The Gallup Poll _" 28 DEC 1976
Most Americans Believe @2

Oswald Did Not Act Alone

By George Gallup

PRINCETON,. N.J.—As the. House Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations begins its investigations,.
the overwhelming majority of Americans believe
that others besides Lee Harvey Oswald were in-
volved in the assassination of President Xennedy
in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963.

In the latest survey, just completed, 80 per cent
think others were involved in the assassination,
while only 11 per cent think Oswald acted alone.
Nine per cent do not express an opinion.

Persons with a college background, while over-
whelmingly of the opinion that some form of con.
spiracy was involved, are less inclined to hold this
view than are persons with less than a college back-
ground.

Approximately one-half of the survey respondents
who believe others were involved did not name a
specific group. Among those who did, however, Cuba
or Premier Fidel Castro were mentioned most often.
Other responses frequently given are “the Mafia,” .
“Communists,” and the Central Intelligence Agency.

The same survey also shows that few Americans
believe James Earl Ray acted on his own in the
assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. in Memphis on April 4, 1968..Only 18 per cent
hold this view, while 69 per cent think others were-
involved and 13 per cent do not express an opinion..

An_ investization into the assassinations of Ken-.
nedy and King was recently begun by the newly ;
established House Select Committee on Assassina-
tions—the sixth to be conducted on a.large scale by
government officials ‘since Kennedy. was assassi-
nated. ) o . PR

Y+ 7 "'©1976. Pield Enterprises, Inc.




Jack Anderson and Les Whitten

‘vidence Points to a King Plot

House investigators have uncov-
‘ed dramatic new evidence that the
mmvicted killer of Dr. Martin Luther
ing Jr. may not have acted alone.

The murder was pinned on James
ar! Ray, an esaped convict, who
sed phony passports to slip out of
1e country. According to the investi-
ators, he got as far as Portugal,

‘here he recelved “further instruc.

ons" from a secret conspirator. - -
Ray was {inally tracked down in

ondon and extradited to the United -
tates for trial. His activities in Portu-
al, meanwhile, have been concealed .

rom the authorities for eight years.
Not until a few weeks ago did the

[ouse investigators learn about Ray’s

'ortugai connection from “a witness

7ho had never previously been inter- -

iewed by any investigative agency.”
The investigators reported this
tartling development confidentially
o the Select Committee on Assassina-
ions. “Ray contacted another person
rom whom he received further in-
tructions,” they disclosed cautiously
n a preliminary report..
They didn't mention in the report
vhere the contact was made, except
‘hat it was “out of the United States.”
We have established that the location
was Portugal, C ‘

tion sbout Lee Harvey Oswald, the
gccused assassin of President Kenne-

A
According to the report, the com-
mittee staff “spect seven hours ques-
tioning an ex-CIA agent who had
come forth to relate his personal
knowledge of the contents of conver-

- age

sations between Lee Harirey Oswald
and personne] within the Cuban and

_Soviet embassies in Mexico City.”

Oswald’s conversations, according

“ to our sources, were monitored by
. the Central Intelligence Agency. Im-

mediately, staff members “were dis-
patched to Mexico City where they

conducted further interviews,” the

report discloses. No evidence has
been uncovered so far, however, that
Oswald discussed the Kennedy assas-
sination at either embassy.

-The committee will probe deeply.
- {nto any connection between the CIA

and - Kennedy's assassination. The
, we have learned, has more
than 80 cartons of top secret docu-
ments “relating to the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy and
the activities of Lee Harvey Oswald
prior to that assassination.”
Meanwhile, the committee staff is
anxiously awaiting congressional ap-
roval of their reauest for a record
.5 million to investigate the assassi-
nations. Behind closed, doors, Ri.

" chard Sprague, the panel's brilliant

staff director from Philadelphia, dra-
matically laid out his plans, and per-
suaded even the most stubborn mem-
bers of the committee that the money

I .. .'Was necessary.
The investigators have also uncov- -
ered some intriguing new informa-

Sprague pointed out that, com-

-pared with other investigations, the

money he wanted was not an unrea-
sonable sum. For example, he noted
that for the first three-month period
of tha search for Patricia Hearst, the

. FBI spent $2.6 million.

In addition, Sprague explained, the
New York State investigation of

abuse in the Medicaid program has a

budget‘b! $8 millioa for its second

year.

vinced that Sprague is right.
Conflict

lished survey showing that employ-

ees are abysmally ignorant of conflict §
of interest laws, plans to make an ex- }§
. ecutive order on the problem one of §

his first orders of business. ,

According to the survey, prepared §

by Ralph Nader's Center for Law and.

Social Policy, the conflict laws are so !
complex that employees can't under- ¥

stand them. ..
In fact, the employees told the Na-

der interviewers, the legal terminol- J
ogy is “so boring and burdensome” |
that they sign federal job agreements §
without even reading the regulations.- §

Some agencies, states the report, §

don’t even bother to provide workers

with the written laws. Instead, the §
employees receive quick oral brief- §

ings. .. :
Incredibly, federal agencles do not §
remind employees about potential §
conflicts when they leave the govern- §
ment. The burden is on the worker to. §
dzltermine if taking a new job is ille- 3

gal. . :
-As a result, top government execu- ¢
tives are caught in a revolving door 4
between business and government
which moves so fast it is difficult to §
distinguish the watchdogs from those §
who are being watched. In some cas- -3
es, regulators break the law by j
quickly accepting jobs in the indus-- &
tries they were regulating. _

Rep. Henry B. Gonzales (D-Tex.), the X
incoming chairman of the assassina- §
tion committee, told us he is con- J

Curbs—President-elect }
Jimmy Carter, armed with an unpub- |
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‘Oswald-Cuban Envoy Contacts Cited
- MIAMI — A prominent Cuban exile said yester-

day that Lee Harvey Oswald met repeatediy with
Fidel Castro's diplomats in Mexico before the

-assassination of President John F. Kennedy and |

.that Mexico’s secret police must have extenswe
files on the meetings.

. Dr, Alberto Garcia Menocal, a promment attor-
ney in pre-Castro Cuba who is ncew a furniture
- dealer in suburban Coral Gables, was interviewed
- on WRAC, a Spanish-language radio station. Gar-
cia was hvmg in Mexnco at the time of the Kennedy

assassination.. . 9 DEC 1876 -a,,/
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ARTICLE APPEARED;
ON PAGE

INVESTIGATIONS:
Back to Sguare One

At daybreak, members of the Kennedy
family prayed at the grave of John F.
Kennedy. In Dallas, where the President
was shot, more than 300 people attended
a memorial service that had nearly been
canceled for lack of interest. But while
Americans marked the thirteenth anni-
versary of Kennedy's assassination last
week, Congress was beginning yet an-
other investigaton of it. In what may
become the nation’s most extensive Con-
gressional inquiry, the House Select
Committee on Assassinations has sub-
poenaed records of the Kennedy murder
and begun hiring a staff. Atthe request of
the Congressional Black Caucus, the se-
lect committee will conduct a simulta-
neous investigation into the killing of the

NEWSWEEK
5 December 1976

with the conclusion of previous !
investigations—that Lee Har-'
vey Oswald, acting alone, shot:
Kennedy, and that James Earl .
Ray, acting alone, shot Kinyg. But
a more important reason for an-
other major inquiry into the :
Kennedy and King deaths |
seems to have been the recent !
disclosures of malfeasance and
lawhreaking by the CIA and the
FBI. The charges provoked
strong suspicions that neither
agency cooperated fully with—
and may even have impeded—
carlier investigations.

Plots: Both the ClA and FBI,
for instance, are thought to have
withheld information about a
possible Cuban connection in
Kennedy's death. Despite spec-
ulation that the government of
Fidel Castro might have been
involved in the Kennedy assas-
sination—perhaps in retaliation
for CIA efforts to kill Castro— |
the CIA did not tell the Warren

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Many critics have never been satisfed *

! commission of its plots against
the Cuban leader. Recently, the

Justice Deparbment also uncov-
ered a 1964 memoraudum by
the late FBI director J. Edgar
Hoover, saying that Oswald;
about two months before the
assassination, had told Cuban
officials in Mexico that he in-|
tended to kill the President.*
Hoover attributed this informa-
tion to an informant who
claimed to have been told it by
Castro. The Hoover memo was
reportedly addressed to the"
Warren commission, but former
staffers said they had no recol-
lection of receiving it

The committee also has some
intriguing questions to consider
about King's assassination. It is
known that the FBI—which led
the original investigation into
King's death—waged a cam-
paign to discredit him that continued
even after his death. Last week the com-
mittee’s chief counsel, Richard Sprague,
said he found it “most unusual” that au-
thorities did not fully interrogate Ray, or
demand that he tell all he knew about
King’s murder. Sprague, 51, a Philadel-
phia prosecutor who led the team that
convicted former mineworkers’ boss.
W.A. (Tony) Boyle for the Yablonski mur-
ders, is also checking reports that docu-.
ments relevant to the King case may have
been burned last Septemberin Memphis
(Tennessee officials denied the reports).

Texas Democrat Henry Gonzalez, who
is expected to chair the select committee
when the new Congress convenes in.!
January, has promised an investigation |
free of the headline hunting that has’

*At about the same time, Oswald telephoned the Soviet
Embassy in Mexico City and offered to trade information of
some soct for a trip to Russia But {t was revealed last week
that the CIA, which intercepted the conversation, did not
make a compfe(e transcript of it available to either the FBI or
the Warren commission.

characterized many Congressional com-
mittees. He and Sprague intend to hire
170 people to staff two separate teams—
one for each murder. Their work could
last two years and cost $4 million. Says
Sprague: “I wantan investigation where,
if somebody says, ‘But did you laok into
this possibility? I can say, ‘Yes, we did’.”
The question is whether thirteen years
alter JFK's death and eight years after
King's a comprehensive inquiry canreal-
ly be conducted—and even if it can,
whether it will answer all the doubts
about their murders.

—SUSAN FRAKER with STEPHAN LESHER in Washington
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House Assassination Probe

2 Depuw Q@ume!g Named

ByJ eremlah O'Leary

Washington Star Staff Writer *.  ~ *~
Two veteran crxme experts from

the New York City district attorney's -

. office today were named deputy chief *

", counsels for the Housé Select Com- -

* mittee on Assassinations probe of the
. deaths of President John F. Kennedy
- and Dr. Martm Luther ng

Richard A. Sprague. chief counsel
- and director, has appointed Robert K.

* Tanenbaum to head ‘the .task force .

' investigating the -assassination of
Kenndy and Robert J. Lehner as
“deputy chief counsel for the King
assassination probe

. The two deputy ch:ef counsels are

leavmg the New York district attor-
ney's office where Tanenbaum was’
- bureau chief of the Supreme 'Court
_Trial Bureau and Lehner was senior

trial counsel. Each will supervise a -
. staff of 15 attorneys and 25 investiga-

tors. Their salaries will be $36,000 a
year,

TANENBAUM 34, dxrected the
grand jury investigation of the slay-
ing of Joseph (Crazy Joey) Gallo, a

New York mob figure. Gallo was gun-~

ned down while dmmg with his bride
of three weeks in New York's Little
Italy on April 7, 1972. The grand jury

investigation led to a series of prose-.

cutions conducted by Tanenbaum
which resulted in six guxlty pleas and
two convictions.

Tanenbaum, a graduate of the

Umversny of Cahforma. was named
an assistant district attorney in 1968
by then-Dist. Atty, Frank Hogan; was
promoted to deputy chief of the homi-
, cide bureau.in 1973 and last May be-

. came the chief of the Supreme Court-

Trxal Bureau.
Lehner 40, is a 1961 Columbxa

. Unxver51ty law graduate and has been

a criminal law investgator since join-
‘ing the DA's office. He became chief
~of the homicide bureau’in 1973 and
~since becoming senior trial counsel
last April has tried 23 murder cases.

THE MOST dramatic of Lehner's_,

" ‘cases was that of Calvin Jackson, who
was found guilty after a month-long
trial of murdering nine women, all
but one of them killed in the Park
Plaza Hotel. Jackson, who presented
a defense of insanity, was convicted
of all nine slayings and received four
consecutive 25- years -to- hfe sen-
tences.

In his youn er days, Lehner played
outfield and ?rst base for two farm
‘clubs of the Cleveland Indians, the
North Platte, Neb., Indians and the
Fargo,N D,, Twins. = -

The House Commxttee will name a
third deputy chief counsel later. The
task force under Sprague is already
at work preparing for the full-scale
reoFenmg of probes into the assassi-
nat
eventually will conducc pubhe hear-
ingson both .

ns of Kennedy and King and|-




THE WASHINGTON POST
28 November 1976

Oswald Probers in Mexico

Investigators for the Hovse Select
Committee on Assassinations flew to
Mexico yasterday to interview a Cen-
tral Intellizence Agency translator
and a typist who prepared a transeript
of a telephone call made by Lece Har-
vey Oswauld to the Soviet embassy in
Mexico City eight weeks before the
assassination of John F. Kennedy

The action followed four hours of
closed-session testimony given yester-
day to the committee's unit investigat-
ting the Nov. 22, 1363, Kenncdy assas-
sination. The testimony was given by
David A. Phillips, a retired ClA offi.
cer, who saw a transcript of the con-
versation before the assassination.

The Washington Post reported Fri-
day that Phillips, the translator, and a
typist each said Oswald was offering
to give the Soviets information and re-

questing frec passage to TRussia.
A transeript of this couversation given
to the CIA contained no ‘such ex-
change cr intimations.

There.is no evidence Qswald's offer

of information was accepted by the ;

Soviets.

The Post alsu reported that Phillips,
the translator, and the tvpist said Os-
wald identified himself. The CIA has
claimed agency officials were not
aware of the Oswald call in question
or other calls at the time because they
did not know who had made them,

It was learned that Phillips, who
heads a CIA defense group formed by
retired intelligence officers, was re-
minded by the CIA Friday of the se-
crecy oath he was required to sign
when he joined tne agency. However,
it is understood he testified anyway.
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N CIA mes
it ha d rem’ft'
f{m %Dswalﬁ

Mm ' o : . DA . ;'

: WASHINGTOV The CIA demed
: yesterday that it"had a report of "a”
..-meeting between Lee Harvey Oswald
< and Cuban agents before” President’
: "John F. Kﬂnnedys a:sassmatxon on
'Nov22 1963, - ="

: The . allegation - was made in: a
‘Washmgton Post story yesterday.
:{.:The Post -also reported thatthe CIA -
““recorded a conversatzon between Os--
wald and officials at the Soviet em-,
-bassy. in Me\nco City in: September -
-1963, But never gave the information
‘to- ‘the FBI for its-investigation of the-
-assassination. The Post sazd that Qs-
ald:. asked. the. embassy for ‘a free-

trip to-the Soviet Union in. exchange
,for unspecified information.;

aspects of the nempaper article e*c—_‘-«
cept'for-the alleged meermg between
Oswald and the Cubans i
THere has been’ pers:stent specu-
lation . that:Oswald was working for-
the.Cubans’and killed Kennedy-in' re--
taliation: for .CIA- plots: to kﬂl -Cuban”
Premier Fidel Castro, .
- Oswald spent two years i 'rhe So
Union and married a Russian woms

who. worked for the Cuban embassy, _
as saying that she spoke.to Oswak
Mexico City in September*l%s’
:The~ Warren . Commission;;
uprcbed ‘the assassnranon,\mled that,
: stv‘aid acted alone i the nurder,
;- ¢ disdgreed!
“with' rhat con"lLs‘m ‘and: a_'spemaI
. House committee is now corrducting a .
- new . inquiry into the: slaymar of }\en~
‘Tedy* and ‘also the’ murder of the: cml
S

rights ! leader Dr




. By Ronald Kessler
Washington Post’ Staﬂ Writer
The House Select Committee an
Assassinations last night subpoenaed
retired' Central Intelligence Agency
officer David A. Phillips to question
him about a telephone call made by

Lee Harvey Oswald to the Soviet em- |

bassy in Mexico City eight.weeks be-
fore President. Kennedys -assassina-
tion.

A commxttee source said Phxlhps

. who heads the Association of Retired -
Intelligence Officers, which is a lead-
ing defender of the CIA, was sub- i

: ‘translator and typxst who were mter

=-newed by The Post.in Mcmco

poenaed to testify within a few days

before a closed session of the com- .

mittee’s unit investigating the Ken-
nedy assassination.

Phillips was quéstioned informally
last night by committee mveatlﬂators
in the committee’s offices. He may
testify as early as today, accordmcr
to a source. |

Richard A. Sprague, chief counsel
of the full commxttee, said yesterday
that it has launched an investigation
of the circumstances sh'rfounding'the
telephone call a§ reported in yester-
day's’ edmons of ’l‘he Washmf’ton
Post.

The Post ‘story said that the CIA in-
tercepted and tape-recorded Oswald's
call to the Soviet embassy in late Sep-
tember, 1963, but did not turn it over
to the FBI, which has responsmmty

for lnvestlf’atm" possible spies. It also

did not twn it over to the Warren
Commission during its investigation
of the Kennedy assassination, The
Post said, -
Instead, the CIA
brief report that did not mention Os-
wald’'s offer of information, but said
only that Oswald had contacted the
Soviet embassy, The Post said. The
CIA later provided the Warren Com-
mission and the Senate intelligence
committee,~ which investigated. the
Kennedy assassination - earlier this
year, with transcripts ‘of Oswald’s call

that omitted his offer of information |

in“exchange for a trip to- the: Souet
Umon

" There is no ev1dence that Oswalds
offer of information was accepted by
the Soviets, Oswald later .did refer in
a letter, first made public by the
Warren Commission, to ‘meetings”
in-the Soviet embassy.

After the assassination.on \Iov 22,.
1963, the CIA claimed that it was not
. aware of most ‘of Oswald’s activities.
in Mexico City before the assassina-
tion -because Oswald had not men-
tloned his hame in this and other:
conversations. with ~the Soviet and
Cuban embassies there. = **
. However, Phillips, who saw the CI-&
* transcripts of Oswald’s’ conversatxous
before the assassination; ' thiei- CIA -

translator in -charge of. preparing the-.

transcripts and the typist who pre-

pared them each told The Post that

gave the FBL.a .

Oswald had mentioned hlS name- in
the conversations.

* They also said Oswald was offermg

~-mIormatLon to the Soviets and re-
“-questing a free trip to Russia. .

. Since the CIA claims that the tapes
‘of  Oswald’s calls'” were destroyed
-about a-week after the conversations

" took place, few individuals have per-

sonal knowledge of what was said.
- The CIA has declined to commeut
‘In addition to obtaining Phillips’

~'testimony, a House assassination com.

mittee source said thé panel intends
to: 1dent1fy and inferview 'the  CIA

"-f.Panel Asked to Investmate
‘»-_ Kllluw of Panther Leader

Un'tcd Press Intexuatlonal .
’I‘he House Select Committee on ‘As-

" “sassinations - -yesterday was asked to

investigate the 1969 killing of Chicago
Black Panther Party leader Fred
Hanipton on grounds he was set up by
the. FBI through an informer and
“murdered” in a raid carried out by a
specxal force of the Chicago police.
-Morton H. Halperin, a former staff
member of the National Security
Council- and now director of projects
in conjunction with the American

Civil Liberties Union, requested ac--

tion in a letter to Richard A. Sprague,
cliief counsel and staff director of the

newly formed House pauel.

Halperin said FBI complicity was

, established by documents and infor-

mation that came to light during the
$47.5 million civil damage suit against

_federal, state and local authorities

now underway in Chicago. The suit

- was filed by relatives of Hampton and

Hlﬂ Paneﬁ thmg Oswa al

.~ .DAYVID A. PHILLIPS °
... CIA ex-officer subpoenaed to testify

+

Mark Clark, another 'Blz.lc‘k Panther

member killed in the raid on their
apartment,

Chicago police' have sald the rald
was carmed out to confiscate weapons
held by the Panthers and that police

- fired their guns in response to shots

from the apartment’s occupants.
Halperin. said that a resolution set-
ting up the House panel to investigate
the assassinations of President Kcn-
nedy and civil rights leader Dr. Mar-

tin Luther King Jr. also authorlzed _

the committee to probe the deaths “o
any others the select commxttee shall
determine.”, o




Oswaﬁd Oﬁered Soviets Data for Tri

‘T‘c Associated Press 2 ] NOV 1976

A retired CIA agent says he recalls that several

weeks before President John F. Kennedy's assassi-’
~_nation in 1963, Lee Harvey Oswald offered to give’

the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City information in
exchange for a trip to Russia.

David A. Phillips, a former CIA officer in Mexico-

who now heads the Association of Retired Intelli-
gence Ofﬁcers. said in a telephone interview last
night: . .

“‘My ‘general recollectxon is that he (Oswald)
wanted to go to the Soviet Union via Cuba, and as
partof that he said he might have some mformatlon

~ useful to them.”

Phillips; who recently retxred from the agency in’
- order.to defend the agency against its critics, de-
clined to say where he had oétamea' that informa-

tmn other than to say “I was aware what was gomg
on.” -

- However, it was first reported more than a year

ago, and later confirmed by Senate intelligence
commmee chanrman Frank Church that the CIA

"

wxretapped and recorded a Sept. 28, 1963 conversa-
tion that Oswald had with the Soviet Embassy in
Mexico City from a telephone in the Cuban Embas-
sy there.

Kennedy was shot to death in Dallas on Nov. 22,
1963, and the Warren Commission determined that
Oswald was the sole assassin. -

It has been known that Oswald went to the Mexi-
co City embassies in an attempt to obtain a travel
visa that would permit him to enter the Sovxet

" Union by way of Cuba.

The Washington Post repdrted in today s editions
that a CIA interpreter and a stenographer -who
worked on the transcript of Oswald's telephone con-

versation also recalled that Oswald had offered un-’

specified information in exchange fora paxd trip to
the Soviet Union. .
But the Post said the Warren Commlssxon, for

undetermined reasons, was not given that segment |
of the transcript. And it said the FBI, which is re- |
.sponsible for espionage investigations, also. was

told only in a general way that Oswald had made

'contact thh the Sovxet Embassy

ij ,
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Cif—% Wzﬁﬁwm ﬁ@imis on @s&mﬁd Call

By Ronald Kessler
Washington Post Stait Writer

In late September, 1963——e1ght

transcnpt fo" either the FBI or the
Warren Commlsswn " :

Instead, the CIA& gave the FBI in

weeks - before the assassination . of ' 0Ct0b§l‘ 1963,-only a brief report say-

Presidént Kennedy—Lea Harvey Osi
wald .telephoned the Soviet embassy

“ in Mexico City:and trled to make 'ag.

deal.

In exchange for unspec1f1ed mfo
mation, he wanted a f{ree ui
Russia. : Tx'
2 Thi conversatwn was mtercepted

'dnd recorded by -the Central Intel-:: 52

ligence Agency at the time. But it was

not then turned over to the ¥BI,

which has responsibility for mvest

gating possible spies, and it was pot
later turned over to the Warren Com-

mission during its investigatwn of the
" assassination.
The unanswered questwn is why
not?

The existence of the CIA telephane -

intercept of Oswald’s conversation :in
Mexico City and the contents of the
still-secret transcript have been veri-
fied by The Washington Post. The. .
Post has also verified that the CIA

failed to turn over the complete:

*ing “Oswald had* made cont;wt with

‘the. Russians. - It gave the~ Warren
Commtssxon a transcnpt of the-taped

g conVersatmn but' for unexplained rea- -
. sons failed to include in the transeript ’
‘Oswald’s offer of information and his
- suggestion that the Russians would -

want :to pay hxs way to,the Soviet .
Union. - i

-‘The PObt has- also determmed that’

the CIA, for unexplained reasons, told
the Warren Commission -that it
-Jearned of most of Oswald’s activities

~in Mexico City only after the assas-

‘sination. The fact is, however, that
"the CIA monitored and tape- r#corded

hls conversation with both the Rus-
-sian and Cuban embassies in Mexico -
City in the fall of 1963, before Ken-'

- nedy’s s death.

1t was the CIA’s behef that the two
“embassies were heavily involved in
the spy business and that, specifi-

.. cally, they were operational bases for

intelligence activities dlrected at the
United -States. :

' So w1th (he t‘ull cooperauon of the’

Mexlcan government, CIA wiretaps

" wyere instalied. op telephonc hnes go-
.ing into both embassnes

" The.CIA was espeually mterested

“in U.S.. citizens-: who made, contact

thh the embassxes

" Thus, when Oswald showed up . in‘i"

Mexmo City in late Septembex and

- telephoned the Russian embassy, his

‘conversation’ was picked up from the

" wiretap. A transcriptwas made and
. _clrculated in-the CIA offlces in the
L Amerxcan embassy .in Mexico City.

“The 'station chief at that time was

" the late Winston M. Seott, who ' per-

sonally Teviewed all’ transcnpts ema-
nating from w1retaps on Soviet bloc

. installations. -

The ‘Oswald trapscript, according to
a CIA -transtator who worked with
Scolt, aroused a lot of inlerest:

“They usually picked up the trans-

.cnpts the next day,” he said. “This
" they wanted right away.” -

What that transcript contam“d 1s
a matter of some dispute, and the CIA
says it routinely destroyed the tape

" before the . assassination. But some

~ See OSWALD, A1, Cel. 1

LEE HARVEY OSWALD
... telephoned Soviet embassy

g6, NON 9 ¢
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UIA Withheld Details on Uswald Call

OSWALD, From Al /

people who saw the transcript or
heard the tape before the assassina-

tion recall that Oswald was frying to " -

make a deal.

One of them is David A. Phillips, a
former CIA officer, who now heads
the Association of Retired Intelligence

Officers and is a leading defender -

of CIA activities. Phillips was sta-
tioned in Mexico City at the time.

The transcript revealed, Phillips re-
called, that Oswald told the Soviet
embassy: “I have* information you
would be interested in, and I know
you can pay my way” to Russia.

The stenographer who typed up the
transcript and the translator who pre-
pared it had similar recollections.

“He said he had some information
to tell them,” the typist said in an
interview in Mexico. “His main con-
cern was getting to one of the two
counfries [Russia or Cubal and he
wanted them to pay for it. He said
he had to meet them.”

The Warren Commission later-con-
cluded the Russians and Cubans were
not much impressed by Oswald. This
view is-supported by Sylvia Duran,
a Mexican citizen who worked in the
Cuban embassy at the time of Os-
wald's visit. She talked to Oswald on
Sept. 27, 1963, and reccalls the meet-
ing in some detail. ,

In a joint interview in Mexico City
with this reporter and Post special
correspondent Marlise Simons, Duran
said Oswald told her that he wanted
to travel to Cuba and Russia and dis-

played documents to show he was
a “friend” of the Cuban revolution. -

Among other things, he claimed to be
a member of the American Commu
nist Party.

Duran said she inform'ed Oswald
that in order to travel to Russia he
would have to obtain permission from
the Soviets. Oswald went off and re-
turned later in ‘the day to inform
Duran that he had obtained the nec-
essary permission. Duran said she
called the Soviet embassy and was

told Oswald’'s application. for a visa -

SYLVIA DURAN
..« recalls talk with Oswald

would take three to four months to

process. Informed of this, Duran-said,
Oswald “got really angry and red.
He was gesticulating.” Duran said she
had to call for help from the Cuban
consul who got into a shouting match
with Oswald and fold him to get out.
Duran said she never saw him again.

However, Duran’s story covered only
the first day of Oswald's five-day

"stay in Mexico City. Oswald later re-

ferred in a letter to “meetings” he
had in the Soviet Embassy.

How interested the CIA was in
Oswald’s dealings with the two em-
bassies is uncertain. .

The translator and typist who han-
dled the transcript of the intercepted
conversation recalled that the level
of interest was high. But the CIA’s
own actions lead to a different con-

clusion.

The agency waited- until Oct. 10,
1963, to notify the FBI of Oswald’s

activities. And its teletyped report
made no mention of Oswald's offer

of information in exchange for a iree
trip to Russia or of his attempts to
travel to Cuba and Russia. “On Oc-
tober 1, 1963,” the teletype message
said, “a reliable and sensitive source
in Mexico reported that an American
male, who identified himself as Lee
Oswald, contacted the Soviet Embassy
in Mexico City inquiring whether

. the embassy had received any news

concerning a telegram which had been
sent to Washington.”

That was strictly a routine handling
of the matter, and similar to the

_standard reports made to the FBI at -

that time on other contacts with the
communists_by American citizens in
Mexico.

Even after Kennedy’s assassination,

the CIA failed to turn over to the
Warren Commission the full trans-
-. cript of the telephone intercept it had

made in Mexico City. Oswald’s offer
of information to the Russians in ex-
change for passage was omitted from
the transcript, and the CIA claimed
it did not know of most of Oswald’s
activities in Mexico City until after
the assassination.

The significance of the CIA actions

is difficult to. assess. The FBI in the

fall of 1963 was already showing in-
termittent interest in Oswald and
might or might not "have intensified
that interest if it had been told of
Oswald’s conversations.

Whether the new information would
have affected the Warren Commis-
sion’s deliberations is also an open
question. The commission investi-
gated the possibility of a foreign con-
spiracy and concluded there was no
evidence to show Oswald acted on
behalf of a foreign power.

Nevertheless, there is yet no ex-
planation for the CIA’s handling of

. Oswald’s conversations. The CIA to-

day refuses to comment, saying it
would not be appropriate in the light
of an impending investigation by the
House Select Committee on Assas-
sinations.

When asked if they could cxplain
the agency’s actions, some CIA oi-

ficers stationed at the time in Mexico
City said the CIA may have had a
relationship with  Oswald that it
sought to conceal. The CIA has de- |
nied this.

David W. Belin, who was an as-

sistant counsel to the Warren Com-
mission and later executive director

" of the Rockefeller commission’s probe

of the CIA, said that if the Warren
Commission had known of Oswald’s
conversations and other new infor-
mation, it would have been less sure
that the assassination was not part

~of a foreign conspiracy.

Sen. Richard S. Schweiker (R-Pal),
who led the Senate intelligence com-
mittee’s probe of the assassination,
said that investigation would have
taken on an “entirely different di-
rection and perspective” if- the com-
mittee had been aware of Oswald’s

_ conversations.

. In interviews with The Post, Belin,

.~ who documented the CIA plots against |
-Castro in his capacity as executive
_director of the Rockefeller commis-
" sion, revealed the CIA alse did not

tell the Warren Commission of a |
report from an alleged witness to a
meeting in Mexico City between Os-
wald and Cuban intelligence agents.

At the time, Cubdn agents coordi-
nated their more important activities
with agents of the KGB, the Soviet
intelligence service.

Belin called on the CIA to make

+ full disclosure of its knowledge of

Oswald and his contacts with the
Cubans and Russians.

Belin, a staunch defender of the
Warren Commission’s conclusion that -
Oswald was the lone assassin who
killed Kennedy, said he recognizes
the CIA's concérn about disclosing
secret sources and intelligence tech-
niques. But he said a. greater na-
tional interest would be served by
disclosing the truth.

A CIA spokesman specifically de-

" nied that the agency has a report of

a meeting between Oswald and Cuban
agents. “The agency is aware of anly
ona such specifie allegation, and that
was debunked,” the <pokesman said.
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Buéh '.Is': Sképtic‘al .
Of ‘Hoover Memo’

OKLAHOMA CITY, Nov. 17 (UPD)}—,
Central Intelligence Agency Director -

" George 'Bush sald Tuesday he does-
not belleve newspaper reports that.

, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover wrote a |
memo claiming Lee Ha.rvey Oswald -
" had contacted Cuba prior to Presldent .
Kennedy’s assassination, . .

“It’'s my information that’ such a’
rgemo does not exist,” Bush told stu-
| - dent leaders from about 20 colleges. .
- * . Bush predicted the memo would:be
_proven fake or nonexistent, He said
‘other allegations against his own
. agency have turned out to, be false on
" investigation. LN ;
‘Bush admitted the CIA bad been
" guilty of abuse of power, bt defended .
~. the need for an Intelligence-gathering:
agency, covert operations and sp}’ing
“in other ¢countries. .
The CIA dlrector answered ques-

‘ tions about possible CIA iavolvement
in several non-Communist countries
where torture and prosecutlon of pn- |

. - litical prisoners has been reported by
. saying he was concerned as well about .
’ ‘ . torture and politfcal prisoners in
- North Xorea, Vietram, the Soviet Un- .
.- fon, Cdmbodia and elsewhere ’
R “I just can't understand the selec- |
- : tivity of the moral outrage,” he sa1d.
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King Was killed in'1968..5
“The Memphis Police. D
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.- to believe ‘that documents :r“elating 3
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. denceand the possible destruction of
.-key documents: could limit the suc.
1 ¢ess of a yiew probe Into the assassina-
ition of President Kinnedy, ., ety

b I
.1+ David Belin, a Des Moines attorney
-'who served on the'staff of the Warren

Commission investigating ‘Kennedy's

. death'and later directed a blue-ribbon

" banel's “investigation' of dorhestic’
' abqs'es,sz the Central Intelligence -

+'ABenty, sald the'Houde Select.Com-
mittee on Assassinations, which met

. for the first time Monday, faces insur-

" mountable problems in reopening the
investigation of the Kennedy assassi-

nation, R

Intelligence. sources have .warned
that the committee may find certain
documents missing iroma-the CIA or
.FBI {iles and have suggested that the
Probe be broadened tp include a possi.

. ble cover-up by the two agencies and

by US. in

. Years following the "Novembey, 1963, .
assassination.. Ve Lo

R '
.o \';I;.‘,‘ G N

MR

.*.assassination probe earlier this yea'r,'

' ment with Cuban Premier Fidel Cas- 5
. Belin sald documents recently re. -

- Freedom of Information Act request
telligence: officers in the

(. ernment.”

"put things together 13 years after the
¢, fact,™ Belin said, “1 think it’s impera-
‘:tive that the FBI and CIA grant come
-, plete adeess ‘to thelr files, but I thinl
. there will be problems obtaining the

evidence. .. ... . I
1 would have great concern about
. the destruction of any doéumentg.”
‘" Belin called for a reopening of the

- predicting that a. congressional fnves. &
~ tigation would support - the Warren *
- Commission's conclusion ' that Lee
Harvey Oswald killed Kennedy. .~
" However, he sald the “Cuban con-
nection,” Oswald’s possible involve.

)

tro,.had not been explored.

Jeased to him by the CIA under a

L u‘.“;.}ﬁ ] 2 -::%1 ¢ )
iy’ RICHARD A, SPRAGUE ;.
iV. assassination committee counsel

““could be interp
the reports of a
between Qswa

veted as supporiing
possible relationship
Id and the Cuban gov- -

TSR Sl

1

L \li;‘.
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Did Oswald Talk About }FK Slaymg?

- Did;Lee Harvey Oswald tell Cuban officials -
shortly before the assassination”of President’
: Kennedy. thathe was going to Kill the President?
According to a senior source at the Justice De-~
partment, former FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover -
"wrote a mema in 13964 saying that he was told so by
“-a highly reliable informant who was supposed to-
have gotten. Lhe story from Cuban Premler deel
< Castro. iy SHELR a S
While the memo apparenﬂy does not 1denh y the
informant, Oswald was known-to have visited the
- Cuban Embassy in Mexico City about 2 month be--:
- fore the assassination, and, according to recently -
released CIA documents, he had been in contact:
witl - three- of Castro’s. suspected intelligence
agents. The Justice Department source said Hoov- "
" er's memo was addressed to the Warren Commis-
sion, but there is no record of its having been deliv- -
- ered to the comrission. R SEA

i3, R TN v.."-e‘
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THEW ASHINGTON POST

ASSASSIN, From Page C1

However, the report contends that
Information withheid or ‘unavailable

does not sufficiently explain the War-

ren Commission’s failure to investiata-

-~ theé most plausible conspiracies.. Even
" .. without detailed ~knowledge of CIA .

plots it argues, enough was known at
the time about the possibly murderous-
motives of pro-and anti-Castro groups- .

to warrant large suspicions. Allegedly :

indifferent to the possibility of con-

spiracy, the Warren Commission, ac-

cording to the Church report, failed to
follow provocative leads or even to ask

- the right questions, “Those Cuban-
areas which were explored,” the re-. -

port conciudes, “related.solely to Os-

wald and Oswald’s contacts, rather

than the larger issues of determining

whether subversive activities of the
. Cuban government or Cuban exile
community were relevant to the assas-

sinanon "
It is in this subtle sentence that one

cap see the first great pitfall which
will face a new investigation in search

of “Yarger issues.” The Church commit-
tee did not review the questions of
whether Oswald shot the President
-and, if so, whether he was a lone assas-

sin. Yet, clearly, these questions are.

crycial in determining whether there
was a conspiracy. For, if there was one
assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald and no
one eise, as the Warren Commission
concluded, then it follows that any in-
vestigation should have centered on
him and his points of contact with the

world. It is not “larger issues” or “reles
vant” patterns of “subversive activity”™
which kill Presidents, but live assas- .

sins.

On the other hand, if Oswald did not
shoot the President or if others were
involved, then conspiratorial suspicion

may properly be given free rein; and
that is why critics of the Warren re-

. port have spent so much time casting. .

doubt on the notion that Oswald was a
single assassin. BN

By playing down the importance of
the question of Oswald’s singular guilt,
the Church committee opened the way
to vast speculation, logically impossi-
ble to disprove; for one cannot finally
prove that something did not happen,

" only that something has happened.

Four frames from Zapruder film show President Kennedy being kit by bulle

Perils of Kenne

‘Kennedy’s inténﬂoﬁ to withdraw from

- Vietnam), Organized Crime (eager to

’ ‘.regain its drug.and- gambling conces- =
-"sions in Cuba, making common cause
. with the CIA and anti-Castroc groups to-- -

ward that end), the Teamsters (angry -

“at Bo’bby Kennedy, who could be ren-
dered bereft and powerless if. his

. brother were. killed), not to speak of .

. the FBI and Soviet intelligence which

._may haye programmed Oswald in Rus- - :
"sia, if indeed the Oswald in Russia is :

. the same Oswald as the one in Dallas,

"The most mdely cu'culated of recent
‘conspiracy books, Robert Sam Anson's
“They've Killed the President,” weaves
many of these themes into a stunning
tapestry of conspiratorial possibilities.
Like other conspiracy theorists, Anson
deals with the disappointing limita-
tions of the reallife Oswald by creat-
ing an elaborate system of false Os-
walds: look-alikes, near-look-alikes and

not-at-all-alikes-who, however; claim to~

be Oswald. He even suggests that the

Oswald who went to Russia is not the -

same Oswald who was arrested in Dal-
" las, but rather a near-look-alike sent by
-American intelligence while ;he real

Oswald, a lesser spy, disappeared on -

-assignment in this country. Upon the
second Oswald’s return to this coun-

©try,. it is sugg%ted the real one re-

placed him, and for the next few years
the two apparently impersonated each
other. Anson does not expldin, among
other things, why Mrs. Oswald, whom
Oswald met in Russia, didn't notice
that she was living with two different
men.
No doubt he could. With enough
" mathematical ingenuity, it is still possi-
ble to argue that the earth is the cen-
ter of the solar system. With a system
of second (and in some theories, third
and fourth) Oswalds, it is possible to

cies.

_ago when District Attorney Jim Garri-

reputation of being one of the most

posit several undisprovable conspira-

“The Conspiracy Lobby

ILL THE NEW committee also
bypass the quation of whether
Oswald was g si

New Orleans Trlal e

ILL THE NEW report be able to

resist such metaphysics? As sug-
gested, the early signs:are not good.
Rep. Downing is “convinced” there is a
-conspiracy. Over the years Rep. Heary
B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.), who is slated to
become the committee chairman next
year after Downing retires, has been

the congressman most susceptible to

hmenm of far-out criu S ¢

one and only Lee Harvey Oswald, shot
- and his ¢o

the President, then the coaspiratorial -
podbu.itia would be consxderahly
control.\ed. .

. We know tor example, ‘that Os-
wald worked in“the building from
which the President was shot. He'got
the job with the help and advice ofa.-
family friend, Ruth Paine, - -several. -
weeks before: it  was even decided,
much: less publicly ‘announced, that
the President’s car would pass in front
of his place of work. From which it
would follow either that Oswald and -
his coconspirators were lucky endugh
to have the President arrive in front of

that building at a convenient time or -

that elements in the conspiracy had
the power to send Qswald to a place
where those coconspirators knew the
President would be and, more omi-
nous, the power to send the President -
to a place where Oswald would be.

-Mrs:-Paine-would-need to-be-part of -

the conspiracy, as would a circle of
people around the - President who
should be easy to identify. .

. 'While it is true that the real Oswald
came into brief contact with anti-Cas-
tro activities in New Orleans the sum-
mer before the assassination and vis- .
ited the Cuban embassy in Mexico City
in late September, lengthy efforts {0
tie him to anything approaching a con-
spiracy in. either Cuban camp have.-
come up empty-handed.

The niost notorious of these efforts
gccurred in New Orleans nine years

son, promising to link Oswald to an an- :
ti-Castro CIA plot involving Clay Shaw.--
and David Ferrie, staged a conspiracy :
trial which has gained the deserved-

malicious and mendacious prosecu-
tions in American history. After a
spectacle of literally drugged, hypno--
tized and bullied witnesses and ludi- e
crously inaccurate testimony, the jury

threw the case out. Garrison had not

even succeeded in tying Qswald to

Shaw and Ferrie. So damaging was
this performance to the cause of War-
ren Report criticism that many critics |
argue today that Garrison was one of ;
the CIA’s dirty tricks,

Anson theorizes that Garrison was

trying to distract attention from the l

mulating

assassinati

" thoroughl;
.ry. In the

port, none

-ken;ath]

" threatenin
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him and his points of contact with the
world. It is not “larger *~~ues” or “rele-
vant” patterns of “sub  ive activity”
which kill Presidents, but live assas-
sins.’ b

Ogo the other hand, if Oswald did not
shoot the President or if others were
involved, then conspiratorial suspicion
may properly be given free rein; and
that is why critics of the Warren re-
port have spent so much tie casting .
doubt on the notion that Oswald was a
single assassin. .

By playing down the importance of
the question of Oswald’s singular guilt,
the Church committee opened the way
to vast speculation, logically impossi-

: ble to disprove; for one cannot finally
prove that something did not happen,

oaly that something has happengd.
The Conspiracy Lobby

s ILL THE NEW committee also

bypass the question of whether

- 'Oswald was a single assassin? For, if so,

the new investigation will need to re-

" view ‘a barrage of the latest co-
‘nspiratorial theories presented by

what might be called the comspiracy
lobby, a lobby made up of professional
and amateur critics of the Warren.
Commission who spring to flamboyant

" attention at the first hint of congres-

siopal interest. The latest books and ar-
ticles on the subject go well heyond

the Cuban orientation of the Church ~

committee report. They allege a co-

‘ nspiratorial poteptial as well in the

CIA (supposedly furious at Kennedy
for betraying its Cuban plans and for
contemplating the dismantling of the
Agency), Army Intelligence (angry at

placed him, and for the next few years’

the two apparently impersonated each
other. Anson does not explai  mong
other things, why Mrs. Oswalu, whom
Oswald met in Russia, didn't notice
that she was living with two different
men. .

No doubt he could. With enough
mathematical ingenuity, it is still possi-

ble to argue that the earth is the cen-

ter of the solar system. With a system
of second (and in some theories, third
and fourth) Oswalds, it is possible to

posit several undisprovable conspira-

cies.
New Orleans Trial ..

ILL THE NEW report be able to
resist such metaphysics? As sug-

gested, the early signs are not good.
Rep. Downing is “convinced” thereis a -

conspiracy. Over the years Rep. Henry
B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.), who is slated to
become the committee chairman next

- year after Downing retires, has been

the. congressman most susceptible to
the blandishments of far-out critics, as
attested to by his friendly foreword to

“Coup d'Etat in America,” 'a work

which argues for CIA involvement on
the grounds that three derelict$ ar-
rested in Dallas after the assassination
look something like Howard Hunt,
Frank Sturgis and either the real killer
of Martin Luther King or the Second

Oswald. The fact that the derelict
“Hunt” is palpably shorter, older and

fatter thanthe real Hunt and the dere-

lict Sturgis taller and lighter than his -

look-alike does not seem to deter the
joint authors or the congressman.

If, however, the new committee

were to be convinced, as the Warren
Commission was, that one man, the

S

8 Qv L’C}J&CLLAWA, ‘hu&thx,v CAAL
tie him to anything approaching a
spiracy in either Cuban camp h:
come up empty-handed.

The most notorious of these effo
occurred in New Orleans nine ye:
ago when District Attorney Jim Gar
son, promising to link Oswald to an ¢
ti-Castro CIA plot involving Clay Sh:
and David Ferrie, staged a conspira
trial which has gained the deserv
reputation of being one of the m«
malicious and mendacious prosec
tions in American history. After
spectacle of literally drugged, hypr
tized and bullied witnesses and 1w

‘crously inaccurate testimony, the ju

threw the case out. Garrison had n
even succeeded in tying Oswald
Shaw and Ferrie. So damaging w

- this performance to the cause of W:

ren Report criticism that many criti
argue today that Garrison was one
the CIA's dirty tricks.

Anson thedrizes that Garrison w
trying to distract attention from ti
activities of organized crime by stre
ing a plot involving the CIA and an
Castro elements. And yet it is from rr
terials developed in the New Orlea:
trial that Anson finds justification f:
claiming unequivocally that Oswa
consorted with Shaw and-<Ferrie ar
was heavily involved in anti-Cast
and other intelligence activities
New Orleans. ‘ ‘

Nornetheless, the new committee wi

want to review this and similar mat
rial arising from Oswald's contac

. with the wider world. There is a mow

tain of it. For the original investig:
tion, if wanting in curiosity abor
“larger issues,” was ravenous in acct

{
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t by bullet; hg slumps toward his wife and then falls into her lap.
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mulatmg information about Oswald
and his contacts. Not inaccurately, the
assagsination has been called the most
thoroughly investigated crime in histo-
ry. In the years since the Warren Re-
port, none of the conspirators has bro-
ken; and the new evidence that has ap-
peared, such as the news of Oswald's
threatening appearance in an ¥BI off-
ice in early November, only confirms
.the Warren Report’s characterization
¢f Oswald as a reckless loner. There is
precious little to tie a conspiracy to the
real Oswald, though the false Oswalds
are in up to their necks.

‘Scientific Studies

ND THERE is the nub of it. Will
the new House committee try to
tie Oswald or one of his alleged dou-
bles to a conspiracy, thus opening the
floodgates ‘of speculation, or will the

commitiee try to tie a conspiracy to

the real Oswald? Will it pass over the
question of Oswald’s singular guilt or
irnocence, or will it begin with the piv-
otal questions in the case: How many
assassins: were there? Did Oswald
shoot the President?

One wonders whether the Congress
and public know about the new scien-

tific work which has been done on

these questions and how powerfully
they confirm the single-assassin theo-
v

By now 14 doctors and scientists
have examined the X-rays and photos
of the President which were unavaila-
ble to the Warren Comumission. And
they agree that all the shots came
from above and behind the President
and not from his right where critics
have suggested an assassin stationed
on the famous “grassy knoll” was fir-
ing. .

T

that the bullet which struck the Presi-

dent high in the shoulder definitely

exited from his throat, a point which is
reinforced by Itek Corporation’s re-

cent photographic study of the posi- .

tions. of President Kennedy and Gov.
John Connally at the time of the shoot-

ing. Assassination buffs know how im- -
portant this finding is. For a bullet ex--
iting in the direction and at the down-

ward angle indicated by the doctors
could not have failed to hit Gov. Con-
nally. For years critics questioned the
leasibility of the double-hit (Kennedy
and Connally), seeing it as a contriv-
ance of a commission desperate to
maintain the single assassin theory.
Now, in view of recent studies, that
theory emerges as the only one which

.can account for the known facts of the

case.

Itek has also examined several pho-

tos of the grassy knoll taken during

-the shooting, finding only shadcw and

light where the critics claim to see
guns and gunmen. New studies of one

of the bullets recovered, the famous -

CE399, show its shape and weight to be
consistent with the work attributed to

it, contrary to' 10 years of counter-
claims by critics. Tests of Oswald-type
rifles and ammunition show them cap--

able of doing the job. Reexamination
of the physics of the President’s head
movement just after he was struck

.leaves Newton utterly unruffled in his
" grave, longtime critical - claims. no-

tmthstandmg

.If the new commmee vnll reexam-
ine this and other new materials along

- with the Warren Report it will proba-

bly be-led, as the Warren Commission

was, right back to that window on the -

* Stanton’s:

. 'ways

' LIFE magazine, © 1963, Time Inc. All rights resecved.

- sixth floor of the Texas Book Deposi-
.* tory building, where shells, fired from

. Oswald’s rifle, were found, as were all
~the bullets: recovered, and. where » .

palm print and other signs of Oswald'’s

'I'he doctors also confirm the pivota]  Presence were quickly discovered.

. conclusion of the Warren Commission -

* I'will not rehearse here the over-

‘whelming case for Oswald’s guilt

amassed by the Warren Commission. It
the Warren Report ‘were still in priat,
the broad public could remind itself of
the irresistible argument which is
there mounted. However; this should

be added: in all the new material, de-

classified and ‘made available to the
Church committee and. independent
researchers over the last few years,
there appears not one scintilla of evid-
ence pointing to the alleged frame-up

.of Oswald by which critics like Mark
- Lane and Sylvia Meagher have tried to

explain away the massive ewdences of

*"his guilt. ,
A little more than a century ago
" President Lincoln was assassinated by
John Wilkes Booth; ever since, assasgi- .

nation buffs have tried to tie Booth to

‘“larger issues” — the Confederacy’s

hatred of Lincoln; Vice President An-
drew Johnson's or Secretary of War
“ambition; - the Catholic
Church’s subversive designs on Ameri-
can freedom. These were plausible
conspiratorial hypotheses; there are al-

trial and subsequent congressional in-

".vestigation and a Hundred years of re-

search into the Lincoln assassination
have {failed to make the critical linkup
between Booth and those “relevant”
patterns of subversive activity.” Of

. .these conspiracies, the verdict of to-
. day’s historians is Not Proven.

One can never be certain theze was

‘not a conspiracy, and these days it
. takes some courage not to find the

government guilty. So one wonders:

‘When and if the new investigation
comes up empty-handed, will it have

the guts to say so?

plausible conspiratorial hy--
., potheses. But a-ludicrous-conspiracy
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22 CIA Link
-To Oswald

<,

A
(&)
& Unproven
< : ' i
Associated Press - -

Senate investigators were unable
10 confirm reports from two CIA offi-
cers that the agency may have con- |
tacted Lee Harvey Oswald prior to . )
the assassination of President John | .
S‘. Kennedy, it was learned yester- | -

ay.

However, Sen. Richard Schweiker,
R-Pa., who headed the Kennedy
assassination investigation, said
through a spokesman that “I don't
think we know the whole story.”

The ClA released a document
Thursday showing that the agency
once considered using Oswald as a
source of intelligence information
about the Soviet Union. The docu-
ment appeared to conflict with sworn .
testimony- before the Warren Com-
mission by Richard Helms, then a
branch chie! and later the CIA’'s
director, that the agency never had
*‘or even contemplated’’ any contacts
with Oswald.

SCHWEIKER SAID he was una-
ware of the Oswald document, but a
well informed source said it had been
turned over to the Senate intelligence
subcommittee that investigated the
Kennedy assassination.

“We followed it up,” the source
said, but “we found no.indication that
Oswald was in fact contacted.”

The same source said investiga- .,
tors also were unable to confirm the !
sworn testimony before the subcom- .
mittee by a former CIA officer who : .
claimed to have seen a ‘CIA report @ R
concerning a contact with a man = - _ _
closely resembling Oswald’s descrip- | " S
tion. o ' ' o : :

. . {
Schweiker conlirmed-that his sub-.!
committee had been unable to cor- !
roborate ‘‘several reports’” of CIA
contacts with Oswald in connection
with his travels in Russia between
1959 and 1962.
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Documerit Contradicts Testimony

CIA Viewed Oswald

As Informa

Assochu& Press

._ Contrary to sworn testimony, the
CIA once considered using presiden- -

- tial assassin Lee Harvey Oswaldas a -

source of intelligence _information .
about the Soviet Union, according to
anewly released CIA document,
In sworn testimony before..the.
Warren Commission,  Richard
Helms, then a branch chief and luter
the CIA's director, said the agency
never had *‘or -even contemplated”
any contacts with Oswald. -
. The newly released - document,
 written by an unidentified CIA officer-
. three days after-President johnF.

Kennedy was killed in Dallas on Nov.'$

' 22, 1963, says that ‘‘we showed intel—
ligence interest” in Oswald and “dis--
cussed . . . the laying on of inter<

views.t: - b .. RS

The unidentified officer added that -
I do not krow what action developed
thereafter.” ‘ :
- THE

MEMO WAS AMONG hun--

dreds of pages. of documents from
- the ClA’s tile on Lee-Harvey Oswald:"
The material was- released to The.
Asgociated Press yesterday under
the Freedom of Information Act. '

- A second document reveals ‘that
former CIA Director Allen Dulles,
while serving as a member -of the.
Warren Commission, privately coun-.
seled CIA officials on *he best way to

answer questions from the commis- |

sion about allegations that Oswald
wasaClAagent, . = ' "v... .
Dulles ‘“‘thought language which?

made it clear that Lee Harvey Os-|

‘wald was never an employe or agent
of CIA would suffice,”” an unidenti-
iisﬁg CIA officer wrote Helms in April

“ agree with him that a carefully
phrased denial of the charges of in-

- USSR,”.

tion Source

tact had or even comtemplated with"
Oswald, | o

THE NOV. 25,
that the agency's interest in Oswald
as a potential intelligence source was
due to his ‘‘unusual behavior in the

1959,
in-the (deleted) Oswald might pro-

vide on the Minsk factory in which he
had been employed, on certain sec-

tions of the city itself, and of course

we thought the usual (deleted) that

might help develop (deleted) person-

"ality dossiers,” the memo states. -
The memo indicates that Oswald
was also of interest to the CIA be-
cause of concern that his Russian-
‘born wife, Marina, might have been
part of a trend for Soviet women to
marry loreigners, leave the country
and settle overseas where they could

5 s_erveasspies. . -
THE MEMO ABOUT the agency’s
_interest in Oswald said the discus--

sions about Oswald occurred ‘‘some-

time in summer 1960.” The author .
continued: ‘I don’t recall if this was -

discussed while Oswald and his fami-

ly were en route to our country or if it -

was after their a.rrival."'

-

volvement with Oswald seemed most | - E

appropriate,” the unidentified officer
added. ' * A

When he appeared before the com-{ :

" mission in May 1964, Helms, ‘then
head of the agency's - clandestine.
services, testified under ocath that

‘‘there’s no material in the Central
Intelligence :
records or in the mind of any of the
individuals that there was any con- |

AdglenCy. either in the !

1563, z:':erﬁo' expl;ins A

‘to which be had defected in -
-~ “We were particularly interested -

!

i
f
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] Wn Alneton Post Stall Writer o ¢
" Formation of 2 special cemmittée to -
investigate the killings of’ Premdent
.Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr.

‘was approved yesterday by’ the House

Rules Committee.. . RN

In morning and afteméon sessxons, .

the cornrmttee also..sent.to the House':
tloor a controversial * bill to prov:de

$3.5 billidn. in loan guarantées faor in- * &
dustry to develop synthetic fugls, but™ 3 stronglb“in -support of it

‘blocked from floor vote a stnp—mmm,
control bill. %/ .
The proposed” 12-member investzgat

ing. cammittee, approved, 9 to 4, for. -

floor action, would be empOWered to-
lcok into the  assassination of- “a'ly
others the select committee shall de-
termine,” but it is expected to concen-
trate on President Kennedy, Killed in
Dallas. in \'ovember,
King, kxlled m Vempms in I\Iatch,
1908 :

- House approval is sull needed to set o

uv the committee, but Rep. Thomas N.
Downing (D-Va)), who ‘has been. push-
ing fer the investigation for a year,
<a1d 150 members back his proposal,
making House approval almost cer-
tain. -

. Downing sazd it was a push by Con-

gressional Black Caucus members, in-
terested in reopening the King inves-,
tigation because of “new’ mformatxon"
they say they have received, which

I

1983, and on -

THE WASHINGTON POST - 3

:,—
»

Thursday, Sept, 14.19; 06

Lammaﬁ% As

K, K mg

ﬂot. the Rules Commxttee to: (.}ear ’che
resolutxon.« R Y
$.1t had beén lanouxshm“'in« the.
mxttee since-March.6 ="

..Howeyer, .at.. ‘the. urging.. of

"etta. King, and. .the Blaek: €aucus,
House Speaker Carl Alpert:(D-Okla)

. ‘endorsed:the. “proposal. Rep..Richard

Bolling (D-Moi)*said; yesterddyin the

-—-«n ot c’

. Because; Congress.. J.suscheduled to
wis-not expected to hold hearings;this
“year, but- ‘Dowmng said: the- tlmeﬂre-
» maining. would’ be used to hn‘c sbaff
.~and srganize-the: investigation: -

S ‘“Tb.e committee would bave. to be ap--. :

- proved again. at.the beginning of the

.. next Congress, 'but, 7if .approved thls,
year, that would probably be 8, for-.
‘mahty. . .
" %'The. bill. prov1dm<’ $3.5 bxlhon in. .

Ioan. guarantees in the next. two fiscal
. 'years for. synthetur fuels is a-scaled-
down versionof one. the House de-
feated last. Decemberprovidmf' $6 bil-
lion in loan guarantees, primarily for
".coal gasification and oil shale.

The current bill would dlstxjibute."

“"more of the money to other forms of
- energy,.such as solar, wind and geoth-
ermal and provide 2 minimum of 20

- per cent of the funds for urban waste

projects.
However, envxronmentalxsts and Re-
_publicans ‘_concerned about . federal

P ST AN A

P

the_,.
wxdow of the: civil’ rights leader. Cor-:

Rules-Committee.. “The. :‘speake:.» is :

~adJaurn~by Oct.2, the new committee K
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-~ 10an guarautees fo ,mdustrv stxll
L -pose-the bill;; aurr wanted the Rules

Commltte&tmblockxi' i
'of the Science.and. Technology Com—
mittee, which brought .out. the: b},
threatened to tie up-the:Houseswith

£m:.the floor. s 4

¥ Bolling. said. her
vaboutthe-b!lr but: concluded ‘that th .
“hroponents have a-right-te deal-w tth-
ie matter-on the foor,” U’

to
stnp-m:mu:, of eoal, - s

- ihetic fuel bill on the.floor, Lecausp

- coak-gasification plants are: prozecta%!

\ to use up to 10,000 tons of coal aday
Envzroumentahsts say ‘the Jack. o,f
strxp-mmm" control on coal resources
- in the West makes it even morve i
pexatxve to. prevent mmatxon 0‘1’ cqal
"asxilcatmn projects: . . °
" Bolling warned the Rules Commxt-
tce that if the strip-mining control bill
was not reported it would “make it

~difficult” to. support the synthetic -

fuels bill.
~ Rep. John Melcher (D-Mont) the
_chief. proponent of ‘strip-mining con-
Jtrols, sald there was a chance the bijil
might be brought out under-a suspen-
- sion of rules, which would make a
two-thirds vote necessary to pass it.

Olin’E.Teajue’ (DTe\:j cha.u-man-

dudrum call if Rules.. did not clear'k o

Later, theRules Commxttee voted'. )
Buto hlock” arbill re ulatmﬂ.thc' R

\.Blocking the> stnp -mining, bul ner , =
make-it more difficult to pass the sy~




Slain M@bster Claimed

Cuban Link to JFK Decth |

By Ronald Kessler and Laurence Stern
Washington Post Stalf Writers

Long before his recent murder,
John Rosselll, the CIA’s underworld
recruit in attempts to kill Fidel Cas-
tro, had been privately claiming that
_agents of the Cuban premier, in retali-
ation, were involved in the assassina-
tion of President John F. Kennedy.

Rosselli’s belief in a Cuban connec-

tion to the Kennedy assassination was
expressed through his attorney, Ed-
ward.P. Morgan, to the FBI as long
ago as March, 1967, and also in private
conversations with a lgngtime associ-
ate of Rosselli who participated in
meeungs between Rosselu and the
CIA,. S

An FBI “blind memovandum” on
-an interview with Morgan . dated
March 21, 1967, was included, without

-«
(5

identification of the interviewee. in
last Juue’s Senate Intelligence Com.
mittee’s report on the role of the in-
telligence community in the Kenunedy
assassination investigation, .

Morgan told the FBI that Rosselli
and another Morgan client had in-

formed him that Castro became aware
conspiracies -
against him and “thereafter employed.
"teams of individuals who were dis-
" patched to the United States for the
purpose of assassinating Mr. Ken. -

of CIA . assassination

nedy.” _
Because neither Morgan nor Ros:
selli was. identified in. the Senate re-

port, the significance of that portion .

of the 108-page document was dis-
counted at the time it was published

in June, before Rosselli’s disappear- :

See ROSSELLI, A8, Col..1 -

R bbb e S

- JOHNROSSELLI ™
++found in drum off Flerida. -
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ROSSELLI, From Al

. ance and the subsequent discovery of ~

; his body in an oil drum in Florida

. waters, The Washington Post, however,
has confirmed that Morgan and Rosselli

" were the sources of the testlmony tha.t

; suggested a Cuban role in the’ Ken-

. nedy murder. . . )

Morgan’s account, accordm" to a

© summary. of the FBI interview, was
that Rosselli had reached his conclu' :

s sion about a Cuban connection to the -

- Kennedy . assassination ~  from

" “feedback” furnished by sources close
to Castro who were involved in the CIA -
plots to assassinate the Cuban leader,’

“His (Morgan's) clients were aware -
of the identity of some of the individ-
uals who came to the United States
for this purpose and he understood

. that two. such individuals were now in
the state of New Jersey," the FBI in-

| terview summary stated. -

A long-time - associate. of Rosselh
‘'who was interviewed separately .by:

. The Washington Rost, said there was
no question - in the slam mobster's.
mind. that Presu:lent Kennedy was :
killed 6n Castro’s behalf .in reprxsal(

for the CIA . schenies agamst the Cu- -
: 'the late Ch.le,f Justlce 01 the United

ban leader.

“He was posmve, he was. sure,” said -
the assoclate, who knew Rosselll well.
and was in contact with:‘him before

" Rosselll disappeared from his Florida - .
’ “had attempted to: assassinate Fidel

’ Castro in the -early.1960s and’ Castro
: had decided to. retaliate.”

home on.July 28. The associate, who
does-not want to be identified pub
licly, is scheduled to be interviewed:~
this week by. Dade County, Fla,, homi- .
clde detectives. He was a party to Ros-
selli’s. contacts in the early 1960s with’
CIA case officers overseeing the at-
tempts to assassinate Castro. i
Despite occasional speculation, the

collective conclusion of all official
U.S. 'government investigations into
the Kennedy assassination—including

the Warren Commission, the FBI and -

the CIA—has been that there was no_
evidence that implicated the Castro-
government or any of its agents.
However, the CIA’s involvement in
the schemes to assassinate - Castro
was not divulged to the. Warren Com-
mission, and knowledge ‘of them, was..
confined until 1987 t6'a small, elite
circle of the U.S. intelligence cornmu-

nity. President- Johnson apparently’ - in Mareh 1964

tirst learned about the schemes only
atter a March 7, 1867, column by-the
late Drew Perscm, whxch prompted
Johnson to order a CIA . investigauon

ooas,

DR P T P cmlonda

'fj . .-."mfoxmed Secret Servxce

"States Earl Warren late in: January,

. 1967, and told him-that a Washingtor
lawyér had confided to him that-one -

of his.clients - said the United States

‘Warren decnned Pearson’s sugges-
tion that he see the lawyer, who was
Edward Morgan. Warren referred the

--matter to then Secret Service Direc-

tor James J. Rowley, who on Feb. 13,

1867, wrote FBI Director J. Edgar Ho-

over, informing him of the allegations.

Hoover sent the Rowley:letter tosix
senior bureau officials on.an “eyes- -
only” basis, There Is no record of ¥BI

‘meetingg or discussions of those alle-

gations. At that point the sensitive let-

.ter bounced back and forth in the.
higher reaches of the FBI bureauc- ‘

Tacy.
The job of responding to Rowley’s
letter was assigned to the supervisor
of the FBI's General Investigative Di.

-vislon who was glven responsiility for -

the overall assassination mvestigatxon

.. This official’s job was complicated
by the fact that he had never been in-

--formed of what Hoover and his closest ~
~"» eircle ‘of confidants in the FBI learned -

4____”

Recruit Claime

" SAM (MOMO) GIANCANA :
Leee slain- belore testxfyinz Lok

testlﬂed exght years Iater that they
were’ “surprised" when Morgan . &l-
Juded during the interview to U.S. at-
témpts to assassinate Castro. 3
"“These  agents stated that they
could - not evaluate the ' lawyer’s
(Morgan'’s) allegations or question him -

" in detail on them, since they had not

been briefed on the CIA assassination
~efforts,” the Senate commlt.tee ob-
“served.

On March 21, 1967, the FBI’s Wash-
ington Field Office sent headguarters
ten copies of a blind memorandum
summarizmg the interview with Mor-

,gan.

~In a Senate 'Intelhvence Committee
summary of the FBI interview, Mor-
_gan was reported to. have acknowl-
" edged that his-clients were “on the
fringe of the underworld” and that
they faced “possible prosecution in a
cnme not relate& to the assassmatxon

a-n '

Morgan saLd' hls chents “were callad
upon by a governmental agency to as-

sist in a project which was said to-
“have the highest governmental ap-

proval. The project had as its purpose
the assassination of -Fidel Castro.
- Elaborate plans were made, including
the infiltration of:the Cuban .Govern-

ment and the nlasing nfinfarmants



Mmmed

'I.%oss‘elli, a CIA superidr inatlfied to
- the Sénate comrmttee, “developed a

- DREW PEARSON"
T e approached Eaeran-en

memory Ioss or that Morgans state-
ment to FBI agents nine years earlier
was a pure invention, a serious risk

, for an established Washington lawyer.

No committee source could explain
the discrepancy, and Morgan declined

to confirm that Rosselli was the client*

in question or to discuss either his

- allegations against the Cuban govern-

ment or his recent testimony. -

The internal FBI memo on the 1967 °

interview with Morgan was sent to
headquarters with a transmittal slip
saying: “No further investigation .is
being conducted by the Washington
field office unless it is advised to the
contrary by the Bureau.”

The Senate intelligence committee,
in commenting on this position, said
that “had the interviewing 'agents.
known of the CIlA-underworld plots
against Castro, they would have been
aware that the lawyer’ had clients who
had been acuve in t.he assassmation
_plots.”

-On March 21, FBI headquarters for-
warded the Washington field office
memo to the White House, the attor-

" ney general and the. Secret Service. It

did not recommend any further m-
_ vestigation of Morgan’s allegations.’

On the evening of the  following -

day, President Johnson called CIA Di-

rector Richard M. Helms to the White
House. The next morning, -March 23,
Helms ordered the CTA ihspector gen-

eral to prepare a report on the CIA

involvement in the assassination plots

—~Operation  Mongoose—of , which
Helms had full knowledge at the time
they were executed.

By May 22, Helms briefed Pre.sident
Johnson on the results. There is, how-
ever, no evidence that Helms: :briefed
the President on the November, 1963,
plot—one of eight major schemes on’
Castro’s life from 1960 to 1965—to as-
sassinate the Cuban leader through -
-the employment of an agent with the
eryptonymn’ AMLASH. His identity
was revealed as .Rolando Cubels, a
1961 CIA “recruit” with close access
to Castro.

CIA operatives turned over assasbl
nation equipment to Cubela during a
Paris meeting of November 22, 1963—
the day President Kennedy was killed
in Dallas. There has been subsequent
speculation that. the. mercurial- and
talkative Cubela was either a double

agent or being momtored by Cuban.: |

intelligence.

During the later days -of his presl-
dency, Mr. Johnson spoke cryptically
of a_ “Caribbean

EDGAR HOOVER .
: ';' Voo closely heid secret

e o

~The Washmgton Post that she ve-.
ceived 4 call after Rosselli’s disappear- -

ance in late July warning her that Cu-
bans appeared 'to be. attemp ng to:

wipe out all those who partlclpated in .

the anti:Castro plots.

. The call, she said, came from an o)d
frlend who was acquamted with Ros- -
selli’s sister, whose name is Edith Dai--

gle. Mrs. Harvey said that Mrs. Daigle-

told the mutual acquaintance that the

"Rasselli family had received a tele-

- phone threat from unidentified Cu-
‘bans prior to Rosselli’s disappearance.
She also said that Rosselli had gone to
meet the Cubans m an effort to pro--.

tect his family.

Mrs. Daigle could not be reached by

The Washington Post. But another sis-
ter of Rosselli said she had heard of
no such threatsor-warnings: -;

Harvey, who died at age .60 and

- whose exploits as a clandestine opera-
_tor are both legendary- and controver-
sial within the agency, testified to tge .

ne

had become Rosselli’'s case officer in, -
Operation Mongoose and supplied the -
mobster’ with poison pills, explosives,

Senate Intelligence Committee,

detonators, rifles, handguns, radios

-and boat radar for transmission to °

anti:Castro Cuban agents, Harvey and

.;close friendship.”
*. Another CIA ofﬁclal who worked
with Rosselll, Jarses P, O'Connell, wax

‘asked if he knew whether the agency

“transmitted information to.the mob-
ster on possible Cuban involvement in

the Kennedy assassination. He replied

" that . he was out of the country at the
"time Kennedy was kllled and ‘had no
. further comment. -

" Two months before the hennedy as-
sassmation Lee Harvey Oswald, who
was 1dent1f1ed by the Warren Commis-

-, sion as Kennedy’s murderer, had trav-
.eled to Mexico City in an attempt to .

gain entry to Cuba. According to the.
< Warren Commission, Oswald repre-
"' sented himself as the head of the New
+ Orleans branch of the Fair Play for
" Cuba organization and z fnend of the
Cuban Revolution.

. Some three months: nefore Kennedy
was killed, Castro told Associated .
" Press ‘reporter Daniel Harker that
. U.S. leaders aiding terrorist plans to
. ‘eliminate Cuban leaders would them-
selves not. be safe. -~

CAUS: government committee coon
dmating ‘policy toward Cuba at the
time agreed there is a strong liklihood
-that Castro would retaliate in some
- fashion. However, it concluded Castro
" would not risk a major confrontation
mtlr the U.S. by attacldng U.S. lead-

On the same day I\ennecLy wag ns-
sassinated, a CIA officer met with a
high-ranking Cuban official, who had
said he would kilI Castro, to tell -him
the U.S. would provide him with -ex-
plosives and a poison pen device, .

While the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee said it found no evidence suffl-
.cient to justify a conclusion that the
. Kennedy assassination was part of &
" conspiracy, it also said U.S.. agencies
did not properly investigate the assas-
sination or tell the Warren Commis-
sion about the CIA plots on Castro’
life,

“There.is no indication that the FBI‘_
or the CIA directed the interviewing
- of Cuban_sources or sources within-
the Cuban exile commumty » the Sen- -
ate committee said.

According to a former FBI offictal
in charge of key aspects of the ¥BI's

.,pmbe of the Kennedy murder, the

-~ FBI never satisfactorily determined
.what Oswald planned to do in Cuba or
what he had done in Russia.

.
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DREW PEARSON"
" ...approached Earl Warrep :

memory loss or that Morgan’s ‘state-
ment to FBI agents nine years earlier
was a pure invention, a serious risk

, for an established Washington lawyer.

No committee source could explain
the discrepancy, and Morgan declined
to confirm that Rosselli was the client*
in question or to discuss either his

- allegations against the Cuban govern-

ment or his recent testimony: -

The internal FBI memo on the 1967

interview with Morgan was sent to
headquarters with a transmittal slip
saying: “No further investigation .is
being conducted by the Washington
field office unless it is advised to the
contrary by the Bureau.”

The Senate intelligence comniittee,
in commenting on this position, said
that “had the interviewing agents
known of the CIA-underworld bplots
against Castro, they would have been
-aware that the lawyer had clients who
had been active in the assassmanon

_ plots.”

-On March 21, FBI headquarters for-
warded the Washington field office
memo to the White House, the attor-

" ney general and the Secret Service. It

did not recommend any further in-

_ vestigation of Morgan’s allegations.’

On the evening of the following -
day, President Johnson called CIA Di-
rector Richard M. Helms to the White
House. The next morning, March 23, :
Helms ordered the CIA ihspector gen-
eral to prepare a report on the CIA
involvement in the assassination plots
—Operation Mongoose—of | which
Helms had full knowledge at the time
they were executed.

By May 22, Helms briefed Pre,sndent
Johnson on the results. There s, how-
ever, no evidence that Helms’ briefed
the President on the November, 1863,
plot—one of eight major schemes on’
Castro’s life from 1960 to 1965—to as-

sassinate the Cuban leader through -.

-the employment of an agent with the
cryptonymn AMLASH. His' identity
was revealed as Ralando Cubela, a
1061 CIA ¢ recruit” with close access
to Castro.

CIA operatives tmned over .massi
nation equipment to Cubela during a
Paris meeting on November 22, 1963—
the day President Kennedy was killed
in Dallas. There has been subsequent
speculation that the. mercurial- and
talkative Cubela was either a double-
agent or being momtored by Cuban.
intelligence.

During the. later days-of his prest-
dency, Mr. Johnson spoke cryptically
of a “Caribbean Murder Incorpo-
rated” targeted against Fidel Castro.
The inspiration for that statement un-
doubtedly was the CIA inspector gen.'
eral's report he ordered Helms to have
prepared.

Within the past year, Rosselli and
two of his co- conspirators in the Cas-
iro assassination schemes have died,
Glancana at the hands of a profes-
sional hit man and Harvey as the re.
sult of a “massive heart attack” last
June.

Mrz. William Harvey, the widow of
the deceased CIA official, said she

J. EDGAR BOOVER
T aee closely hcld secret

"The ‘Washington Post that”

ceived 4 call after Rosselli’s dit
ance in late July warning her t
bans appeared 'to be attemp:
wipe out all those who part1c1p
the anti:Castro plots.

- The call, she said, came from
friend who was acquainted wi
selli’s sister, whose name is Edi
gle. Mrs, Harvey said that Mrs.
told the mutual acguaintance t

"Rosselli family had received
- phone threat from unidentifi

bans prior to Rosselli's disappe
‘She also said that Rosselli had .

.meet the Cubans m an effort

tect his family,

Mrs. Daigle could not be reac
The Washington Post. But anot!
ter of Rosselli said she had he¢

"'no such threatsor-warnings: -

Harvey, who died at age ¢

- whose exploits as a clandestine
tor are both legendary and con

sial within the agency, testified
Senate Intelligence Committe
had become Rosselli's case offi
Operation Mongonse and suppli
mobster’ with poison pills, expl
detonators, rifles, handguns,

‘and boat radar for transmiss
- anti-Castro Cuban agents, Harv«

suspected no foul play in her hus-
band's death. She did, however, teil

|




. DETROIT,
NE¥S

MICHIGAW

By SETH KANTOR
News Washingion Buraae
IV ‘.b {INGTON — U S mtelligence sources
. n.»e row revealed an undercover nternational
hanhunt was conducted in 1663 for a m)a terious
'-rr"'xch army deserter who reportediy had been
.0 Dailas the day President Kennedy was assas-
sinated there, and ihen was expelled from the
bmtec. States bv anthoriies the next day
The manhunt was triggered by the French
. gawm nent, according to a March 5, 1964, FBI
communique to the CIA, because’it was feared
F'i Paris that the deserts er, former anny Capt..
Jean Suetra, was dreparing to assassinate
J““ﬁuc ‘s Prasident Charles de Gaulle.

'h the cmrmumque, the FBI asked the CIA

what it rm'O-n k'xo.v about Suetra. The CIA had

i
|
i
|
!
]
l
|
l

i

J
!

severa! dztails on Suetra, 2n internaticnally.(

P18 3.0
oL,

tnegnbarill :

g AR Y
£\ f ;,.1~ 5oy P 2%
b%? ?gma»dﬂj ol i

knows: terrorist- who-had bccn operating out of
Algena as an officer in theSa <t Army Organ-
1zetwn {0AS) _

The OAS had been involved i several assassi-
nation attempts on De Gaulle French inteih-
quwe agents were fearful that Suetra would
make another attempl to kil De Gaulle when
the French leader flaw to Mexico on March 18
for a round of meetings with Mexico's President
Adolpho Lopez \latco\

French agents met wiih the FBY in New Yorx
City on March § and said they had learned Sue-
tra had been in Fort Worth on the merning of
I‘il‘ov 22, 1963, when President Kéinedy had b2én
there.

Suetra — who also went under the names of.

Michas! Roux and Michael Herrz, nccondma to
ClA files — then was in Dallas that auternoon
when Mr Kennedy was shot.

According to the French agenis, Suetra was
apprehended shortly after th hooung and
*was expelled front the United States, at Fort
Woni" or Dallas, 18 hours
tion."”

The French were especially anxious tn learn
the reason for Suetra's expulsion and his desti-
nation, which they believed had bezn either
\lexuo or Canada.

In return, the CIA made available to the
Freanch government information it had on the
mystertoys Suetra from three diiferent CIA
fites, a5 well as an appareatly vecent photo-
graphof hm.

Whatever inforinatior,
turned oyer to the French >u}i emains mdden
from thé public. ‘

ot

Do Gaulle,

:Jr has bPLn waging a lengthy b

after the assasgina- -

etra the CIA-

"

g B

ii s v s

i1 g f’*.‘

i K

i IJ‘ 1}
.

But no overt i’:i‘f-'-."‘p! was.made on (he

who was uncar heavy protection ¢

ng his thfec-un visi to Mexico iater ¢

menth

Suetra’s wantity a?d his reparted appreh
s1on 1 Texas, alono with his c\,mmw fram

Um.ed States on Nov 23, 1963, have remas
wddenfrom the American r"bnc until now

Thc CIA has released (mu the varebo

iqformatxon number of docunent:
reccm’y has raace avalable under the-fede

reedom of Information Law
Washngion attornzy Bernard Fensienw
ltr '\'lt"’ i
CIA, using the tederal law o get lhf' witallizer
agency to make public its long-cecret files
the Keanedy assassinatien.

The Detrott Naws has asked the

1

‘rench g

- crnuent, through the French smbussy in Wa

ington, to comment on Suzira. But two differ
embassy officizls say there are no current fi
onhim.

Also asked to comument was the Justice
partment’s Immigration and \:atu;ahz.:\.
Service, the agency that wouid have be
responsible for Suetea's deportation. .

Agency spekesman Vernon Jervis said
corsputer scarch of cur fiies has turned vp nn
ing on Suetra unger any of the three names
used.”

However, Jarvis said
asked to sign a1 statawnent of
ture,” admitiing that he had reached
States under il sircurstances
would not necessavily e any xu'*ch aviilal
today."” v

II".:I.

f Sueira had b
tvolu wacy duo
the Unt!

..,;]
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By HARRY ALTSHULER
MIDNIGHT Staff Writer

The CIA and Fidel Castro were
both betting on the same agent
— and Castro won.

The CIA plotted to murder Cas-
tro by using a Cuban agent
code-named Am/Lash, who
agreedtolead a coup tooverturn
the Castro government.

But Am/Lash was a doubleagent.
A longtime fuithful pal of Custro,
named Rolando Cubelo, he took the -
CIA s money — and spilled its pluns™
into Castro's ear. g

In angry retaliation, Castro set up
the assassination of President John
F. Kennedy.

That is the story — already long-
known in some Washington circles
— behind the reopening of the file
on JFK's murder.

But the truth may be even more
complex. Now aformer CIA operu-
tive, Robert D. Morrow, has spilled
a dozen years of secrets into a confessjona!l book, *‘Be-
trayal,” published by the Henry Regnery Co., Chicago.
Lee Harvey Oswald was not the assassin, Morrow as-
serts. .

Oswald was just the chupp set up to take the blame, while
the real killers escaped. S , )

According to Morrow, Oswald was a small-time CIA em-

D
CIA b

Mannlicher rifle he was ordered to buy before the, ;-

assassination. Three men fired at JFK he claims.

lamed Kennedy
for Bay Of Pigs failure.

- row.

. is the truth about Ruby:

he hesitated.

* from an insider. | .

the President first, so we can get at Castro,” one of them
“ warned Morrow. .

“Was
Trying
To Gey
Casiro,
But .
Casiro

Got To
‘Him Firsi'

—LBJ

ployee, working under orders. He had noidea whit it was all

about or where his own actions fitted into the pictures
A group inside the CIA ltself, working closely with dis-

gruntled Cuban exiles, plotled the assassination, says Mor-

spill any details. :

Oswald’s boss was another CIA employee, Jack Ruby.
Ruby knew the scope of the plot and wanted no part of it.
But Ruby had a racket of his own on the side, drug-running
from Cuba. It made him vulnerable to blackmail.

Ruby was the Dallas nighiclub operator who walked up to
Oswald and, as the nation watched enTV, shot him at close
range. Ruby toois now dead, but his claim was he performed
the act out of love for the dead President. Morrow says this

He was ordered to liquidate Oswald, to keep his mouth
shut, and threatened with a jail sentence on a drug charge il

What did the CIA cabal have against JFK? Morrow ex-
plains the CIA group and its Cuban exile friends blamed
Kennedy for the Bay of Pigs invasion failure. And they
charged him with playing politics in the Cuban missile crisis.

**If our President and his brother sit on the missile infos-
mation, he won'tlive through his first term,’” Morrow heard

The CiA-Cuban exile plotters regarded JFK as a traitor..
They felt he wasn’t ready enough to battle Castro, whom
they saw as a deadly menace to the U.S.

Their first plan was to ruin Castro by counterfeiting
Cuban currency to smash the econoiny. They were running
their counterfeiting operation with U.S. govemment funds
and salaries, but naturally they had to keep it dark from the
White House. ~ . :

Their secrecy succeeded too well — for the Secret Serv-
ice broke'in and arrested them as ordinary counterfeiters. |
Morow himself was handed a two-year sentence, sus-
pended, in connection with the scheme. :

The insiders felt the White House had interfered with
their last hope — short of violence — of breaking Castro.

“If we can’t get Castro because of the President, we’ll get

vee b b ¥ el

The kingpin of the group, his book says, was Clay Shaw,

4 ROLANDO
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hief, Efigenio Amejeiras; F
Havana Universily President Juan Marinello, in the early days of the Castro victory. .
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' details. ~f

erorders. He had noideawhatit was all
d>wn actions flitted into the picturey

= CIA itself, working closely with dis-
:s, plotted the assassination, says Mor-

is another CIA employee, Jack Ruby.
e of the plot and wanted no part of it.
et of his own on the side, drug-running
him vulnerable to blackmail.

as nightclub operator who walked up to
ation watched cnTV, shot him at close
w dead, but his claim was he performed
r the dead President. Morrow says this
tby: .
y liquidate Oswald, to keep his mouth
with a jail sentence on a drug charge if

cabal have against JFK? Morrow ex-
p and its Cuban exile friends blamed
1y of Pigs invasion failure. And they
ying politics in the Cuban missile crisis.
ind his brother sit on the missile infor-
through his first term,”” Morrow heard
xile plotters regarded JFK as a traitor.

ready enough to battle Castro, whom

/ menace to the U.S. T

vas to ruvin Castro by counterfeiting
nash the econoiny. They were running

yperation with U.S. govermment funds

rrally they had to keep it dark from the

:eeded téo well — for the Secret Serv-
:sted them as ordinary counterfeiters. |
s handed a two-year sentence, sus-
»n with the scheme. :

the White House had interfered with
ort of violence — of breaking Castro.
1stro because of the President, we’ll get
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‘with the beard and cigar, wore his arm in a sling

as a result of wounds he received in the Pres’t-
dential .Palace takeover in Havana on Castro’s
' St - behalf. '

now dead, a New Orleans businessman who was a power in
the CIA. Morrow quotes him as declaring: **The assassina-
tivn of 2 President. may scem a monstrous act, but not if the.
alternative is an America under communist rule..."

Long afterward, Shaw was indicted on a conspiracy
charge, and acquitted as innocent. '

‘But meanwhile, as Morrow tells it, the plot went ahead.
Oswald was picked as the fall guy, to be fed to the police

.while the men who actually fired the shots in Dallas that

Nov, 22 got away. ' .

This part of the story fits in with recent Senate Intelli-
gence Committee revelations of two Cuba-connected fugi- -
tives following the assassination. One fled Texas for Mexico
the same day. and a Cuba-bound airliner was held back till
he scrambled aboard. : ,
- The other reached Mecxico the following day, and was
immediately flown out to Cuba on an airliner with no other
passengers. . - .

According to Morrow, these were the men with Mann- |
licher rifles similar to the one Oswald owned, who fired at
the President from hidden vantage paints. The explanation
that there was.more than one man.firing accounts for the
puzzling profusion of wounds. - Do -

if the truth was known or suspected in' Washington; why
has it been so long coming into the open? ...

Current talk in the nation’s capital is that the first ones to,,
realize Castro's involvement had a terrible fear that if hé=
were openly accused, it would lead to a confrontation with .
his backer, Russia — possibly the nuclear holocaust the

" whole world dreaded.

So they kept quiet — even the man in the White House,
Lyndon B..Johnson. .

News commentator Howard K. Smith has now revealed a
confidential conversation with Johnson, long ago.

“‘I'Il tell you something about Kennedy’s murder that will
rock you,” Johnson confided. *‘Kennedy was trying to get
Castro, but Castro got to him first.”

Smithadmits, **1 was rocked all right. | begged for details,
but he refused. saying it will all come out some day.™

True enough, there have been rumors for years, in MID-
NIGHT and clsewhere, despite the massive efforts to bury
investigation under the Warren Report, ,

The CIA and the FBI were naturally reluctant to let the
world tind out they had been booby-trapped by a double
agent.

They didn’t even want to think about the truth — that it
was the CIA plotting ugainst Castro that led to the death of

That was why the CIA and the FBI kept scerets from the
Warren Commission and even failed to follow up leads for

g€ 2bed — LHDINQIN — 9261 ‘¢ i1snbny
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Revived JFK inquiries:
search for truth or . . .

You can't help wondering
-about the motivation of
those who are calling for
the reopening of the investi-
gation of the assassination
of John F. Kennedy 13 years
ago. I suspect, however,
that it involves something
more than a pure devotion
to historical truth.

If there is one valid sup-
position, it is that the truth
will not be established at
this late date. The so-called
""leads” which the Senate
"Select Committee claims to
have uncovered and which

it demands be followed up

consist of little more. than

fragments of unverified

information. The committee
itself concedes that it has
discovered no evidence
‘‘sufficient to justify a con-
‘clusion that there was a

. conspiracy to assassinate
" President Kennedy.” :

What the committee may
have succeeded in doing —
and indeed this appears to
have been the main purpose
— has been to cast doubt on
the findings of the Warren
"Commission that Lee Har-
vey Oswald was the lone
assassin and to encourage
suspicion that a conspiracy
was, in fact, involved. The
major charge is that the
*investigatory agencies in-
‘volved — the FBI and CIA
— deliberately withheld
information from the War-

- ren Commission which
. pointed in this direction.

Specifically, the CIA is
accused of withholding the
information that it had been
trying for some time and

without success to assassi-
nate Cuba’s Fidel Castro —

a fact which the Senate .

committee established in its
mquu'y The FBI, for its
part, is charged with bun-
gling its mvesugatxon of the
Kennedy assassination. In-

- stead of making a serious

attempt to uncover all
possible ramifications of
the affair, it was chiefly
concerned, in the commit-
tee's vxew, ugxth protecting
its own image.

There is, in'fact, a cer-
tain fragile plausibility to

the scenario that the sena- -

tors are suggesting. If
Rolando Cubelo, a high
Cuban official with whom
the CIA was dealing in its
assassination plot against
Castro, was a double agent,
the Cuban prime minister
would have been well aware

- of the CIA effort. It is a’

matter of public record that
on September 7, 1963, Castro
warned an Associated
Press' reporter that if

American leaders "are aid--

ing terrorist plans to elimi-
nate Cuban leaders, they
themselves will not be
safe.”

There are other bits of
revidence.’ There was the
Cuban-American who enter-
ed Mexico from Texas on

November 23, 1963, the day

after the assassination, and
went on to Cuba. There was
the even more mysterious

- passenger to Cuba, arriving

nine days later from points
unknown, for whom an air-
liner was held five hours in
Mexico City, and who made
the trip in the plane’s cock-

pit, presumably to avoid
being identified by the other
passengers.

And so it goes. ltis all un~ *

doubtedly stuff of which the
most extravagant theories
can be spun. It is also the
stuff of which not a little po-
litical mischief can be made
in the context of current
American politics.'

But who really stands to
gain? Assuming that it
could be established beyond
reasonable doubt that Os-
wald was acting as the
agent of Fidel Castro, who

would be better off for that’

discovery?

The intelli/gence agen-
cies, no doubt, would be the
big losers.’ And since this is
open season on the CIA and
the FBI, particularly from
liberal Democratic-led con-
gressional comrmttees, per-

‘haps that is Jusnt‘zcauon

enough.

At the same nme it has
been pretty well established
that, whatever the intelli-
gence agencies were up to,
their superiors in the Eisen.
hower, Kennedy and John-
sorn administrations knew

- all about it. It is also clear

that top officials of the
Johnson administration
were exceedingly anxious
to discourage any sugges-
tion of a conspiracy in the
Kennedy assassination.
Pursuit of the truth is a

laudable objective. But in.

this case — where the truth

is most unlikely to be dis- -

covered — it is legitimate to

ask what purpose is served .

in keeping the issue alive.
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: , Associated Press ‘A

A Soviet KGB agent who!
defected to the United!
States in the months im-
mediately following the |
November 1963 slaying of
President John F. Kennedy '

* sought to assure U.S. inves-

tigators that Lec Harvey |
Oswald was not a KGB

agent, newly released CIA °

documents show,

The Russian, Yuri Nosen-
ko, was one of two defectors

. from hostile intelligence
 agencies who played a key

role in the U.S.investiga-

-tion into whether Kennedy'’s

assassination was the work "
of a foreign conspiracy, ac- -
cording to CIA documents.
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dence of a conspiracy, but a

CIA memo written in May

1975 said that the Warren
report “‘should have left a
wider ‘window’ for this con-
tingeney. That, indeed, was

the opinion at the working -

level ;. .in 1964 :

That memo is among
some 1,500-pages of docu-
ments just relcased by thq
CIA in response to a Free-

dom of Informazion request. .

. A March 1964 CIA memo
to FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover says Nosenko *‘re-
ported that his own depart-
ment was involved directly
with Oswald because Os-
wald came to the USSR in
1959"" but “‘there had not

ever been thgught given to .
+ recruiting either of them

. (Oswald or his Russian-

The other defector, a:
Cuban linked to Fidel Cas-

:tro's intelligence service,

also arrived in the United

“States in the months im-

mediately - following the
assassination. The Cuban
tald his interrogators that
Oswald may have been in -
contact with Cuban intelli- .
gence” agents just seven
weeks before he killed
Xennedy, according.to the :
documents. . -

BECAUSE BOTH defec-

 tions came so soon after

Kennedy was killed, former
U.S. intelligence -officials:

. say they doubted the au-

thenticity of the information
provided by the two men,

. particularly Nosenko's,

since his testimony seemed
to climinate any possibility

--of Sovict involvement.

The Warren Commission

- concluded there was no cvi-

born wife, Marina) as
agents.” - - -

THE MEMO WARNED,
however, “‘this agency has
no information which would
specifically -corroborate or
disprove Nosenko's state-
ment.,”” . - L
. Nosenko, who. according
to the documents was ques-.
tioned about Oswald as re-.
cently as 1967, insisted that

‘1 “Oswald was of no interest

to the KGB" because of his

2 Defectars Offered CIA Re

{as the prime suspect in the
Kennedy slaying, Oswald’s
KGB file was immediately:
flown -by military plane
from the city of Minsk,

told the CIA. A two-page
tivities was then prepared

according to Nosenko. :

.OSWALD'S FILE showed

that “the KGB had no per- |

sonal contact with him and
had not attempted to utilize
-him .in  any -manner,”
. Nosenko told the CIA.
The Cuban defector is de-
scribed by the CIA docu-

-

1 ) A
. ments as ‘*a well-placed

| individual who has been |
1

... in contact with . ..
. officers of the Cuban Direc-
torate General of Intelli-
ence.” ,
In addition to telling the
. CIA about the possibility of
i @ contact between Oswald
and Cuban agents, the un-
named defector testified
that the Cuban intelligence
agency took extraordinary

emotional instability as evi- | mediately following the

denced by an unsuccessful Kennedy slaying. o

1959 suicide attempt in Mos-
cow. . . . :

‘Nosenko told the CIA that
he next heard of Oswald in
September 1963 when Os-
wald appeared at the Sovict

-cmbassy in Mexico City and ¢ ; .
11ng, “‘I have no personal
« knowledgre of Lee Harvey -

requested a visa to return

to the Sovict Union.
“0On Nov, 22, after Oswald

had been identificd publicly

This information was
relayed to the Warren Com-

need to pursue this angle
tany further,” according to
¢ aJune 1964 memo,

The CIA documents quote ‘

i the Cuban defector as say-

: Oswald or his activities and .
I do not know that Oswald

summary of Oswald's ac-\

and forwarded to Sovict} e in a Ma
lcader Nikita Khrushchev, { SCICCOF, appears In a W2y

security precautions im--

_mission, which “saw no °

£

“was an agent . .-. of the:

" Cuban government.”,

HOWEVER, THE SAME

possibility of a contact be-
tween Oswald and Cuban
' intelligence agents. ..

! The first mention of the

S, 1964, internal CIA memo
in which he is quoted as
saying that Oswald “was in
, contact” with three Cuban

1 agents “before, during and
; after” his visits ‘to the
| Cuban and Sovict cmbas-
sics in Mexico City in late
September and carly Qcto-
ber 1963, A subsequent Ma

8-memo quotes the defector |
~—- as saying “‘1 believe” Os-

wald was in contact with
| the Cuban agents.

When the information
was forwarded to the War-
ren Commission on May 15,
1964, a CIA memo said, “ac:
cording to the source, Os-
wald . may have been
interviewed by Vega (a
Cuban agent) or his assist-

~ant . . . but this is strictly
conjecture on his part.” A
June 19 mémo reporting the
_commission’s decision not
to pursue the lead any fur-
ther says that the defector
had “no information linking
(Oswald) to the Cuban
intellimence services in any
manner,’

The memos consistently
quote the defector as saying
that “after the news of the-
assassination of President

— ——

L cret), or ‘importante’
- (important).”
THE DEFECTOR added,

Cuba anq thc'D_Q_I.Of ficcs."

£ ¥ _F

v ool

"" o b ™ I3 <~ £ i
2 NaY A dHED 4 : &0 VR E R i/",
DOIS On WsWatl

AN
Kennedy reached the DGI,
arders were issucd for all
offices of the DGI. . . to.
sort and package all docu-
ments according to whether
they werc ‘muy sccreto’
(very secret), ‘secrcto’ (se-

“All travel by DGI officers
and all DGI (mail) pouches
were suspended temporari-
ly.” .
yAccording to the memos,
the defector did not know
the rcason for these securi-
ty measures, but belicved
they were taken ‘“‘because
of the possibility that the
United States might take
some type of action aginst
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By Davxd C. dartin
s.Assocluted Press., ” . e
AT C’entral Intellwence
Ageney menio says the War- ~
ren Commission shoutd have

. given more’ credence to'the

possibility that’ President
Kennedy's assw;smatmn was
the result of a

of two promising leads that
-were not pursued.s - =

“The Warren Commission
ro.%mrt should “have .left a

wider ‘window’ for this con-..

tingency,” accordmg to a-
CIA memo written in May, -
1973, at- the- request_of ‘the
.Rockefeller - commission.

“That, mdeed -was the opin-.’
jon at the: workmg level, .
. particularly-in the counter-
intelligence component : m:

the CIA, m~1984 ¥ the memo

The 27-page

Commission’s finding that
Oswald acted

22, 1963, "“did (and
does). not exist in Washing-
ton. But such evidence'could

exist in .‘\Ioscow and/or Ha-

vana.” ;
The two most promising
leads to such evidence are
testimony  about' 1939 cdon-
tacts between. Oswald. ‘and

- Cuban officials and a public
- threat by Cuban Premier Fi-

del Castro against the lives
of U.S. leaders, accordmr' to
the -memo.
Both Jeads must be consid-
ered of significance in inyes-

tigating a possible foreign .

conspiracy but neither was
followed up, the memo says. "

Entitled “Review of Se-
lected Items in the Lee Har-
vey .Oswald File Regarding

- Allegations of - the Castro

Cuban Involvement in the
John F. Kennedy Assassina-

. intelligence .

foreign ¢on- 'Where. a pahnel headed by -

spiracy, particularly in light.

..fchest defenders of the. War- -
*%.called for a'reopening of the
“investigation, -saiyng "disclo- -

’ ’docume’nt‘i
_ stresses that solid- evidence™ '
- to overturn -the Warren'

ated Press Friday.

tzon » the memno Waq anmnﬂ'

.osome 1,500 -pages of docu:

“ments on the assassmauon
*-that the CIA turned over to.
the Rockefeller commxssxon.
The ‘Lles have since “been .-
“turned ‘over to-the Senate.
committee, -

‘Sent. Richard -S. Schweiker .

(R-Pa)). is .investigating the <

I\ennedy slaying. = - | .
- The docurents have beén .

declassitiod, by the CIA in ;-..

“-yesponse to-z Freedom’ of "
+ Information " Act re quest
' filed by David W. Belin,-who . ;

“served -as. counsel. to- both ',
‘the x{ocxefener and \‘un‘en

ren Commission report, has

LA

T o

‘sure ‘of all ‘the: evxdence

‘would-restore public confi-
“dencei’ n .the commxssmns
fmdmds ’ ¥

The CI& relea;ed. a’ sepa~ _-.' Del"ados

rate'set of the foot-highpile
of documents to the’ Assocx-:

The name of the memos
author has been deleted, but
Belin said in an interview. it
was written by Raymond °
Rocca, a former member of

the 'wencys countumtelh-"--
- gence staff. IRRRIRANEY

In the memo, Rocea cxtes
the festimony bhefore  the
Warren Commissionr of Nel-
son Delgada, Qswald's, ¢los-
est friend during training at

‘California’s. El Tovo “\larine --.

Corps base in 1933, The™~
Warren. report noted - that -
Oswald told Delgado he was -

in toucn’ with Cuban dxplo--

. matic officials. - "

But, according - to the
memo, “Delgade’s testimony,
says a lot more of possible
operational significance.
than is reflected by’ the lan- _

.In the memo, ~Rocda: cltes

Marines in September of
that year and entered the

Soviet Union the following.
. ‘month, Rocea notes. .

developed by mvest\"atwn I ;.

testxmouy that‘
--:.Oswald told hxm “rlﬂht ar
ter he had. thxs conversatwn -
-'_w1th the Cuban people
" that he was "olnrr to—-—-oncef
he got out_of the service—:'.
e \vas "omﬂ ‘to .Switzerland -.
oW Osw-ﬂd applied. to Al-
bert Schweitzer. Coliege” in'-
" Switzerland in"March, 1939,
was dlschazged irom the .

‘Delgado’s testimony is “of ¥
“germinal significance to anv-
7 review of the background of .
Lee Harvey . Qswald's feel- .

‘mrr toward -and " relations.
with Castros Cuba - R0cca -

Y. adds.
- At the tlme he m-ote the -
. memo “Rocea,- who had

served as CIA liaison with .
the “arrchommxsuon was .

——




working for the -agenc-y as
, & consultant.’A cover letter
states that “the attached re-
view represents the research
and analysis;bf an individual
officer. ; -, .rand does not
necessarily rcpxz.esent the po-
smon ‘of this-agency.” ..

lwes “of *U.Ss leaders - was

an. 1mpxomptu inteuxew
l 'mtn JAP correspondent Dan-
jel Raker in Hav ana.."rherc
‘can be no-guestion 7 . that
'E" event/ '1epresented -a
moie- than-ordmary atlempt
s to .c,-t a -message -on.the
" rec¢ord in the United. States "
I‘ucca‘“mamtams m hlS
umo\ )
*Rocea notes ' that -the
mory appeared in; 'the New
“twhere Lee- Haney Oswald
resided™and qudted " Castro
as saying that;-“U.S_.’-' leaders
would be in danger,if they
helped in any attempt to.do
away. Svith leaders of Cuba bl
- Rocea’s .memo makes \no
theation” of ~CIA plots sto
(Kill Casiro .in - the early
'.1960:,, but Jarge portxons*of

} @ﬁﬁ&u e

(‘a;lro s threat agamst the;

made Sept:- 7, 1963, during’

j’ossfﬁe,{u,y Not Pursued o

the dcc]assmed
have heen deleted. .
Oswald, who according {o
the testimony of his wife,
‘Marina, and others was an
avid newspaper reader, saw

\,exsion

" the story, “it must be con-

sidered of great significance
in the light of the patholoy-
jcal evaluation. of Oswald's
passwe-aggressw

. frrespective of whethe:,
thexe was any. formal man-.
date or even cecurm scx-~

‘vice copitdet with Oswald. by.

the GCubans of. the ;Rus~
sians,” Rdcca $ays.. ": .. ~

However. he adds “Thele
is' no evidence in’the. -ﬁles

- of the Xennedy assissination

that this- Castro interview
was considered in following+
up leads- . . .- although~
(CIA) specxfxclall} dn‘ected
(its) -headquarter's attention -
to the AP story very shortly*
afier ihe Dallas killing.>.
.Belin has since called Jor &
reonening of the Waren Ceméa
mision's -investigation, saying
it; avould. restore ‘public conz

~f1dence -m the reports fingde:

1""5 BRI A 15 S
. ., ;! . .

s -

. makeup -

. pur<ued
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S l:gi:ie'l .Leads

.l ‘A. Memo Say.s ’Warren Unzt _'

on ""orezon Ploil

WASHINGTON, March 20
(AP)—A ' Central Intelligence
Agency memorandum says the:
Warren Commission ~ should!
have given niore credence  toj
iithe possibility that President
iKennedy's assassination was a
firesul of a foreizn conspiracy,
iparticularly in light "of two
promxsmg leads that. were not

; The Warren Commnssxou re-

: port should have leit .a. wxder

‘window’ for-this contmgency.

-i|laccording to the memo: -wh-ich

iwas written -in” May 1975 -at
ithe request of the Rockefeller
gComm:ssmn “That,: indeed,
| was the opinion at the working
Jlevel, ‘particularly in the coun-
tcrmtelhgencé component
theCIA in 1964.”. ¢
= The”~ 27—page document em-
phasxzes that, - though . solid
evidence'to_overtnrn the War-)
ren ~Commission's - conclusion
that ‘Lee Harvey Oswald, a. act-
ing alone, killed Mr. Kennedy
“did (and -does) not exist*in
‘Washington,” » such™ evidénce

. ,—,:

Havana
1 ‘The two most promnsmg Ieads
Jto such evidence, the- memo’

H**could exmt in Moscow and-or,

|s=y" are tfstimon\' about 1958}
{conversations between Oswald:
and Cuhan officials, and a pub-
ilic. threat by Fidel Céstro in
ISeptember 1963, against thel
lives: of United States Jeacers.|

Both leads must be consi-:
dered of greai significance in,
investigating a possible forgim,

- {conspiracy, but neither was Tol-¢

lowed up, the memo says.

‘The memorandum was amang;
some ‘1,500 rages of documents
on the chooung that: the CX.
turned over to_the. commxssnon‘
headed by Vice President Rock-
efeller. which was inv esuzatmg
allegations. wrongdoing in the,
mbelhrence communitY. .

~The documents . have bnen
'derlaqsxfsed by the Central. In-.
telligence " Agency in response
to. a Freedom:.of Inform=tion,

request filed by -David W. Belin,:

who served as counsel {o hoth.
the.. Rockefeller Commissoin|
znd . the_. Commission headed:
by "the late Chief Justice Farl’
Warren, which: investigated the.
Kennedv assassination. K

The C.LA. released’a set of
:documents to The Assoc;ated

Press)esterday e 5




 Guban Defector, Cited by C.1.A..,

- H inted _‘ Oswald

Link to Havana|

w, -

. RVASHINGTON, "March 21
(AP)—A Cuban defector told

- .the Central Intelligence Agency|lect Committee on Intelligence,|

inZ1964 that Lee Harvey Oswald
may have been in contact with
+ . Ciban intelligence agents seven

‘\veeks before he -killed Pres-lis investigating the Kennedy

. : ident Kennedy, newly released
. dotuments show. - T
+ The defector, described as
- “a well-placed individuai who
: has<been in contact with offi-
. Cgrs, of the Cuban Directorate
General of Intelligence,” also
told the C.ILA' that the Cuban
~ intelligence agency took extra-
_ordinary security precautions
_ immediately. after’ the Kennedy
© slaying, according’ to the dac-
‘uments, L
- The information was relayed
. to- the "Warren ~Commission,
which “saw no need to pursue
this angle any further,” accord-
ing to the C.LA, memorandum,
+ written.in June 1964. No men-
* tion of the- defector or his
. information appears in the re-
** rort of the commission headed
by the late Chief Justice Earl
Warren, ‘which concluded that
there was no evidence of a
foreign or domestic conspiracy
+.behind the assassination of
- President Kennedy in Dallas
oy Nov. 22, 1863. -~ ..~
* Memorandums regarding the
* Cuban defector were among

'

ity Iést'ye;é.'f; They were Ia.tef
turned-over to the Senate. Se-
whose subcommittee, headedy

by Senator Richard S. Schweik-
e, Republican of Pennsylvania,j -

assassination. - . oo
The memos regarding the Cu-
ban defector quote him as say-|l
ing, I have no personal knowl-{
edge of Lee “Harvey Oswald
or his activities and I do not
know that 'Oswald . was .an|
agent of the Cuban Govern-| .
ment.” However, the same];
memos offer differing accounts;. .
of what the unidentified defec-)
tor said .about the. possibility.
of a contact between Oswaldy
and Cuban intelligence agents.
The first mention of the de-
fector appears in, a. May 5,
1964, internal C.ILLA. memo in
which he js quoted as saying
that Owald ‘‘was in_ contact”
with three .Cuban agents “be-
fore, during and after”™ his vis-
:its to the Cuban and Soviet
embassies in Mexico City in
late September and early:=Octo-
ber 1963. A subsequent memo
won May 8, 1964, quotes the
‘sources as saying that he be-
lieved that Oswald was in con-
tact with the Cuban agents. -
When the information was
‘forwarded to the Warren Com-|*

" some 1,500 pages of C.ILA.imission en May 15, 1964, af
riemo stating that the Warren:memo said, “Accarding to the!
Commission should have given;source, Oswald may havé been
nore credence to the possibility,interviewed by Vega [one of the
of a foreign conspiracy in light'Cuban agents) on his assistant
of promising leads that werebut this is strictly. conjecturc

" nof pursued. T . ion his part.,” A June 19 memo,

"The documents were orizin-{reporting the commission’s de-!
ally- provided to a commission'cision not to pursue the.lead! -
headed by Vice President Rock-lany further said that the defec-|
cleller that investigated allega-rtor had “no information linking
tiohs .of . wrongdoing 'in the{[Oswald] to the Cuban intelli-

-+, American intelligence commu-;gence services in any manner.”

.
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)sterwald a CIA Plant?

‘« "

Asease;ma‘taon Inquiry Smmbﬁmg

By Bill Choyke

Capitol Hill News Service )

The two-week-old House investi-
gation into the assassinations of for-
mer President John F. Kennedy aad
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. has already run iato major
(‘x"ncultxes

The problems in the fledgling in-
quiry stem from the selection of a
staft director and the role a well-
known Warren Commission critic has
played in the investigation so far.

The controversy has focused on
Washington attorney Bernard Fen-
sterwald, who for more than a year
has closely advised probe chairman
Rep. Thomas Downing, D-Va., on the
political assassinations. Fenster-
wald, said one source, has been
“fairly close to hxm (Downing) every
step of the way.’

Committea members involved in
the House investigation report that
Downing had tentatively selected
Fensterwald as the committee’s staff
director, only to back away from the
choice after two congressmen and

- others keenly interested in the assas-

sinations.raised a fuss.
-+ .- Committee Vice Chairman Rep.
. Henry Gonzalez, the Texas Democrat

*'who introduced the first House reso- -

*, lution calling for an assassiration in-

quiry, has privately voiced-his strong-

opposition to Fensterwald having

any. role on the committee, even as .

an unofficial adviser.

IN AN INTERVIEW, Downing
‘merely acknowledged that Fenster-. .

wald was one of a dozen persons.con-
"sidered to head the: panel’'s staff.

-However, the Virginia lawmaker,

~who is retiring after 18 years in the
House, said Fensterwald has asked
-that his name be withdrawn from
consideration.

Opposition to Fensterwald is based

‘partly on his affiliation with convict- - |

ed King assassin James Earl Ray,
whom Fensterwald defended, and the

belief that.any committee role would - '
be in conflict with the. privileged.

lawyer-client .relationship. More-
over, Fensterwald has — as another

‘Warren Commission critic termed it - -

— some serious “‘image problems”
dealing with his assassmatxon—relat-
ed activities.

Fensterwald heads a cmzen s

group called the Committee to Inves-- R
tigate Assassinations. The Tennessee
native was also the attorney for 1 -

Watergate burglar James McCord.

Additionally, observers close to the

Kennedy-King House probe are con-

cerned with circumstantial evidence | -’

.on the public record that raises ques-
_tions about connections between
_Fensterwald and the CIA.
- FENSTERWALD IS currently a

law partner with Robert McCandless, | -

. whose former law firm even Fen-
. sterwald concedes represented
several CIA proprietary firms. How-

- ever, McCandless has claimed he did

. not know of CIA mvolvement with the .' .

firms.

The questions surroundmg Fen-
sterwald are intensified by little-no-
ticed Senate Watergate committee

testimony in May 1973, when | .

McCord's first attorney, Gerald Alch,

raised the possibility of previous ties

between McCord, a former CIA
"agent, and Fensterwald.

cause ‘I knew Jerry Alch.” The-
Boston attorney, meanwhile, still
maintains that he had never heard of
Fensterwald until the day McCord
directed him to callfor bail.
Fensterwald's committee on
investigations is one of a number of
independent groups which have
sprung up around the country in re-

cent years but is set apart from the

others because of fears that it is a
CIA front.

In a‘telephone interview, Fenster-
wald first acknowledged that he had
connections with the CIA and then
scoffed at the suggestion.

“I am on the payroll,” he said.
However, when pressed, .he said he
had *‘nothing to do withthe CIA.”

“There is absolutely no reason to
think I am a member of the CIA,” he
emphasized, adding that there was
*‘absolutely no vestxge of evxdence of
anykind.”

Downing, who called Fensterwald
a ‘‘good source of information .
extremely knowledgeable,” said he
was aware of vague accusations of

“the link between Fensterwald and
" others having CIA connections. But

the congressman has dnscounted

" these claims.

‘while fensterwald and fellow War*;_m;
ren Cozpmxssxon critic Mark Lane .
_were both at one time considered for .

the top staff position, current specu-i

PR

Alch, a former éssociate of Boston

lation about the job is centering
around Philadelphia attorney Rich-

~ard A. Sprague. As a special prose-

cutor, Sprague helped convict former
United Mine Workers President Tony
Boyle for the 1969 murder of Joseph
Yablonski and his family,

(Sprague is not to be confused with

‘another Richard Sprague, a former

colleague of Fensterwald on his
assassination committee.)
Besides advising Downing on the

- assassinations, Fensterwald has also

served as an intermediary between
the Virginia congressman and other
lawmakers.

He met, for example, with Gonzalez
on Sept. 4, 1975, in the House restau-

rant in an attempt to reconcile dif- |
ferences between the two congress- |

men,

Gonzalez, who had introduced his
original House resolution in Febru-
ary 1975, calling for an investigation
of pohtxcal assassinations, had want-_

_ed the probe to cover the deaths of

President Kennedy, Robert F.
Kennedy and King, as well as the
shooting of Alabama Gov.. George

“ Wallace. .

But some months later, Downing
introduced his resolution, which

called for an investigation of . the '

presidential assassinationonly. - .
The final resolution included both |

“the' Kennedy and King assassma-

tlons ‘l,i L :

attorney F. Lee Bailey, told the Sen-
. ate committee that the first time he
ever heard of Fensterwald was when
McCord, his client, told him to “call
a man by the name of Bernard Fen-

. . sterwald, whom he said mxght be. R

very helpful in raising bail.”

Alch, who was subsequently fu-ed '

-~ and replaced by Fensterwald, said
" the Washington attorney had told
him that he could probably meet the |
$100,000 bail in a few days. Then
_ about two weeks later, when Alch
.. conveyed to Fensterwald his client’s’
thanks for the effort on his behalf,
Fensterwald replied, according- to

Alch:, “I don’t see how he can'send:|

" his thanks to me because I never met
< theman.

<" Testifying under oath Alch then

told the Senate committee that he
never was certain whether McCord |°
and Fensterwald knew each other

_call,

In telephone mtervxews. the ver- | -

sions of the two attorneys today re-

. calling those Watergate conversa-.
- tions three years ago sharply clash. -

FENSTERWALD SAYS that Alch

" called him to ask for assistance be-

X

prior to his makmg the mxtlal phone S

!
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Assassinatic.) Inguiry Stur.

By Bill Choyke
Capiol 111l News Service

The two-week-old House investi-
gation into the assassinations of for-
mer President John F. Kennedy and
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr has already run into major
difficulties.

The problems in the fladgling in-
quiry stem from the selection of a
staff director and the role a well-
known Warren Cornmission critic has
playedin the investigation so far.

The controversy has focused on
Washington attorney Bernard Fen-
sterwald, who for more than a year
has closely advised probe chairman
Rep. Thomas Downing, D-Va., on the
political. assassinations. Fenster-
wald, said one source, has been
“fairly close to him (Downing) every
step of the way.”

Committee members involved in
the House investigation report that
Downing had tentatively selected
Fensterwald as the committee's staff
director, cnly to back away from the
choice after two congressmen and
others keenly interested in the assas-
sinations.raised a fuss.

Committee Vice Chairman Rep.
Henry Gonzalez, the Texas Democrat

who introduced the first House reso- .

lution calling for an assassiration in-
quiry, has privately voiced-his strong
opposition to Fensterwald having
any.role.on the committee, even as
an unofficial adviser.

IN AN INTERVIEW, Downing
merely acknowledged that Fenster-
wald was one of a dozen persons con-
sidered . to' head the panel's staff.
However, the Virginia lawmaker,

who is retiring after 18 years in the [~

House, said Fensterwald has asked
that his name be withdrawn from
consideration.

Opposition to Fensterwald is based
partly on his affiliation with convict-
ed King assassin-James Earl Ray,
whom Fensterwald defended, and the

belief that.any committee role would.

be.in conflict “with the privileged
lawyer-client relationship. More-
over, Fensterwald has - as another
Warren Commission critic termed it
— some serious ‘“‘image problems”
dealing with. his assassination-relat-
ed activities.

Fensterwald heads a citizen's
group called the Committee to Inves-
tigate Assassinations. The Tennessee
native» was also the attorney for
Watergate burglar James McCord.

Additionally, observers close to the
Kennedy-King House probe are con-
cerned with circumstantial evidence
on the public record that raises ques-

_tions about connections between
Fensterwald and the CIA.

FENSTERWALD IS currently a
law partner with Robert McCandless,
whose former law firm even Fen-
sterwald concedes represented
several CIA proprietary firms., How-
ever, McCandless has claimed he did
not know of CIA involvement with the
firms. :

The questions surrounding  Fen-
sterwald are intensified by little-no-

ticed Senate Watergate committee

testimony in May 1973, when
McCord's first attorney, Gerald Alch,

cause ‘I knew Jerry Alch.” The
Boston attorney, meanwhile, still
maintains that he had never heard of
Fensterwald until the day McCord
directed him to call for bail.

Fensterwald's committee on
investigations is one of a number of
independent groups which have
sprung up around the country in re-
cent years but is set apart from the
others because of fears that it is a
CIA front.

In a telephone interview, Fenster-
wald first acknowledged that he had
connections with the CIA and then
scoffed at the suggestion.

“I am on the payroll,” he said.
However, when pressed, he said he
had ‘‘nothing to do with the CIA.”

“There is absolutely no reason to
think I am a member of the CIA,” he
emphasized, adding that there was
‘*absolutely no vestxge of evidence of
any kind.”

Downing, who called Fensterwald
a “good source of information .
extremely knowledgeable,” said he
was aware of vague accusations of
the link between Fensterwald and
others having CIA connections. But
the ‘congressman. has discounted
these claims.

‘while fenstarwald and fellow War-
rén Commission critic Mark Lane

were doth at one time considered for :
the top staff position, current specu-

1

¥

raised the possibility of previous ties | -

between McCord, a former CIA
agent, and Fensterwald.

Alch, a former associate of Boston
attorney F. Lee Bailey, told the Sen-

ate committee that the first time he.

ever heard of Fensterwald was when
McCord, his client, told him to “call
a man by the name of Bernard Fen-
sterwald, whom he said might be
very helpful in raising bail.”

Alch, who was subsequently fired !
and replaced by Fensterwald, said ;

the Washington attorney had told

him that he could probably meet the
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lation about the job is centering
around Philadelphia attorney Rich-
ard A. Sprague. As a special prose-
cutor, Sprague helped convict former
United Mine Workers President Tony
Boyle for the 1969 murder of Joseph
Yablonskiand his family.

(Sprague is not to he confused with
another Richard Sprague, a former
colleague of Fensterwald on his
assassination committee.)

Besides advising Downing on the
assassinations, Fensterwald has also
served as an intermediary between
the Virginia congressman and other
lawmakers.

He met, for example, with Gonzalez
on Sept. 4, 1975, in the House restau-
rant in an attempt to reconcile dif-
ferences between the two congress-
men.

Gonzalez, who had introduced his
original House resolution in Febru-
ary 1975, calling for an investigation

of political assassinations, had want-_

ed the probe to cover the deaths of
President Kennedy, Robert F.
Kennedy and King, as well as the
shooting of Alabama Gov. George
Wallace.

But some months later, Downing
introduced his resolutlon. which
called for an investigation of the
presidential assassination only.

The final resolution included both
the Kennedy and King assassina-
tions. - e
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@f Gswald’s Plan o a{dl Kennedy

e e T _,,',:.' By NICHOEAS M. HORROCK . %7
- Mlﬂ-‘!‘buhu?ﬂ'ﬂ:- cms Ty
WASHL\GTO‘I Nov. 13 - . A 1864 said it may. not have been mtended as

memorandum saying that Les Harvey Os- & formal memorandum to the commission
wald told Cuban oificials he was going ;tﬁxathert;a”s-.‘.some other. kind of infor-
to 'kill “ President’ Kennedy, more.than a Incc;?xt;sctznce e ;Z;;:a ;—éum‘ st;t.es
mOnth before ‘the, assassmatxon; Is: palr: that the F.B.I Director had learned from
of a‘packet of new material found in.; relizble informant that Lee Harvey Os-

K5 LY RN

. ;Goverament files that will be turned. over wald had told Cuban officials more than

to. a. special Congressional investigating 3 month before Mr, Kennedy’s assassina-
sc:imd tog:\f rehable GOV}_"?-?E{} ;0““-"“ txo:‘i zhat he planned to-kill ths American
AR it PT eal, .. s P e

! Edward H. Levi, the atoneygeneral. . - Evidence. olaba:;B;c.!:u;v. Lo

- has imiposed.a curtain.of extraordinary. .o ...
. secrecy over the search of Department . . .The ln!or:nart. accordmg to the memo-
~of Justice and Federal Bureau of Inves<" randum said that he had learged of Mr.
txgatxon files- in’ connecuon .with the: Oswald's plan from.'Fidel Castro, the
."assassination inquiry: - - Jisals - “-Cuban Premier. If this were trus, it would
1. The file search was begun at the requesb be the.strongest evideace-yet found that
‘ot the House Select Commities on Assas-’ Mr, Oswald had had Cuban bacmng in
!sinations formed earlier this year to re-in- hls assassination attempts. &« }
‘vestigate the deaths of President Kennedy ~:*A senior- F.B.L_official said private!y
‘and of the Rev. Dr, Martin. Luther ng, that there was “no xmphcatxon whatsoev-
Jr.. the civil rights leader. e vwe iz ve, e from the newly discovered memoran-
. First Meetlog To Be Held Monday: ©-. S0, LR, T Ho0ues oo o e
The committee will hold its first formal memorandum- refers -to “Ioformation - ob-
meetmv on Monday Its ‘chief  counsel, tamed by the F.BX dumg tha mvesbga.-
Rlchard A. Sorague, is expected to recam- tion in 1964, -1 4 ¢ st
‘mend ‘that. a staff of 170 -Jawyers and ““payig . Belin; a member of the War-
trained homicide. detec‘nves conduct the ‘To; Commission staff and later director
two investigations.. :LzyiridiorS . asw 5 of the staff-that-investigated the Central
*:;The committes was formed after a sub-- Intelligence Agency for the Ford Adminis-
committee of the Sepats Select Commit-- tration, said. ﬂutcym his knowledge” the
tee on-Intelligence- reported earlier: this- wapren Commission had never: received
year that It had discovered evidence that- document from the F.BX. with so explic:
raised - serious questions.about .whether. it.apiece. of information :based- upon &
the commission, headed by the late Chief, . ‘reliable informant™- ;315 si”
Justice Earl Warren_that investigated Me.:" ¢. . LSRRI AN
Kennedy’s death received. full and com~: i7" s°m'°°h’c“b3" G""mmem"
plete information .from- the:Federal:Bu= T John A McCoae,.who ;was dxrector of
reau of Invesnvatxon or tho Central Intel- the .CLA. during" the\Kennedy' Adminis.
hgenceAvency. G v\ @ G300 tration, has been quoted in'news accounts
..The  newly" dlacovered memorandum as:saying that he never knew of such
was prepared in. 1964, well after Mr, Ken-" informatiom., %% e N Lt
nedy-was killed, 1t was prepared for'J, ::-The CI.A. -had developed 2 source thh-
Edgar Hoover, then the director of‘the- in the top levels.of the Cuban Govemn-
F.B.L.One usually reliable source said it ment in.1961 whbonr it had dubbed AM-
was prepared to be “sent” to the Warren' LASH and who had been in frequent close

Commxssxon.. Another ,source, however,* contact with Premier Castro':, N ey




By John M. Goshko

: \v'vh‘n-ton Post Ytalt Wrlier

The . Justice Department .
_has dlscovered a 1964 memo-’
randum by the late FBI Di-.- g

- vector J. Edgar Hoover say-_.' £
ing that Lee Harvey Oswald," ¢@
reoortodly told Cuban offlcy .

! fals in advance of President

- Xennedy’s assassination that
‘he intended to, kxl.l the Presl-"

_dent.,

Informed sources sald yes-
,terday that Hoover, in the'
memo, attributed this infor. : §

‘. Ination to- a highly reliable

- - Informant. who claimed to ' b

“have been' told it personally . &
.‘ LEE HARVEY OSWALD

. by. Cuban ane Mmlster
deel Castro. . .

' Castro,- according‘ to the'

'nemo reportedly ‘said - he

‘had been advised by officials -

-0 :the Cuban embassy in

 Mexico City. that ‘they had"

- met with’ Oswald before the
. Noy. 22, 1963, assassination

“of . Kennedy in Dallas and-’

" that Oswald informed them,
.of his intentions o '

Y Hoover memo found

The assertions reported in

the Hoover memo go further
:than any information cur-

rently on the. record. con-
cerning alleged statements
made by Oswald in. a prey-

"'iously d.isclosed visit to the":

' Cuban embassy in Mexlco
City prior to the murder o£ )

I\ennedy -------
" There has’ ‘heen pex slstent

" surmise about a possible in-
" volvement’ of the Castro gov-
‘ernment’ in:the murder of '
- Kennedy, possibly as a coun- '
“ter stroke .against: CIA ef- |.

forts to- assassinate the‘
‘Cuban leader.”. i .
There has aIso been’ spec-

ulation that ‘ the assassina- | -

" tion may have been the work
“of Cuban-exile terrorists.
- However, all of these reports
have been fourth-or fifth-
.hand accounts originating-
- with 1nformants of doubtful'-

.rehabxhtv

" The: Hoover. memo was
- ‘described by~ the sources’ as
_having been addressed.to'the
. Warren ‘Commission, ap- v
“pointed by former President

_Johnson to investigate the

assassination. But _former
commission staffers said yes-
.terday. that. they- had .no
recollectmn of ever havmg

See OSWALD, A9, Cox. -

.)
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¢ OSWALD From Al P szid th:(tlxgh that they }Jelieved “as an

' - educated guess” that it was Rolando
received suchi a memo or havlnz been -Cubela, a high Cuban officlal and Cas-

. told by Hoover or other FBI officials - tro intimate whom the CIA recruited -

. of the informatlon init. - v + in- 1861 and who later f{i
-.Officlals of the Justice. Department -“plans to lr;lm%a:ug er ! "ur ed/in CIA

,,,,and the FBI refused any comment on. .. .In the Senate intelligence commit
.the memo's existence or its contents, ‘tee investigation last year it was dis--’
and other sources familiar with the  closed that the CTA employed ahlsrhly
assassination {nvestigation said they - placed Castro government , official
. had no knowledge of .whether it act- " _with the cryptonym. AMLASH .in " ef.
- ually was sent tO the Warren Commis-' "forts to assassinate the Cuban feadar..

sion, .- s i - Cubela and-‘AMLASE w
_ “Those sources Who told’ The Wash- . reported to have been theesr:mgl;r?fgly
- ington Post about the document said- . :The sources'also were unable to say

"its existence apparently had been un- :’‘how Hoover came. into possession of
* known until recently. It was discov: - information from an informant inside °
. ered, the sources said, as the result of  Cuba, since foreign intelligence is a
" information that came to the atten- CIA. rather than an FBI function, .
“tion of the Justice Department and ;. Some said they thought the informa-.-
+“that prompted Attorney General Ed- “ tion had first been given to the CIA,.
. ward H. Levi to order a search of FBI which then turned it over to Hoover,
files RS - However, John MecCone, who was
~-~ After- the- xnemo was found the '. CIA director at the time, sald in a “tel.
sources added; Levi put a- tlght’clamp “ éphone interview yesterday -that the’
" of secrecy on the matter, and only a .~ information reportedly in the Hoover ~
small number’ of persons 'in the Jus- : memo ‘was “unknown to me.” .. i
tice Department and.FBI know about -+ #Jt's the first I've ever heard of lt "
the document’s existence. ... McCone said..*It's hard for me to. be
", .As a result, the Sources’ said they " lieve that such™a memorandum "ex-.
are-unable to answer such questions isted without it being known’ to me |
‘as why the memo apparently never.’ “and to the staff of. the Warren' Com- .
° reached the .Warren . Commission; . w.misslon : AL -
.~ whether the information was accurate" y-,The same. polnt was made by Davld
.. and, if so, whether Castra:was® 14.-, W Belin, who served as one of the-.
; Iormed about Oswald’s inténtions be:’ “ Warren Commission’s legal counsels..’
fore or after Kennedy was killeds , ... .He said,’in a telephope interview, “1’
" "~ -Documents released recently by’ ‘the ' - have, absolutely no recouecuon ‘of
. CIA under the ¥reedom of Informa-~ such.a femo. If such & document did ..
“tion Act establish that Oswald visited, - exlst T'm sure that we never saw jt.” .
_"Mexico City less than two months be.:+. Other documents that have ‘been:
*“ gore the assassination and met there - made public recently indicate’ that !
* with oificials of the Cuban embassy. i ‘»+- Hoover and top FBI officlals. knew-
.. One of these CIA documénts, dated " —~while the-bureau was ‘investigating.
May 5, 1964, states that prior to Octo- .the Kennedy -agsassination — that the”
i her, 1963, Oswald visited the Cuban- ' CIA was exploring the possibility of.
- embassy - 'on” two or three occasions -* having Castro killed. However, Hoover
ke ohd was in contact with three alleged " -niever. informed :the Warren . Com-- .
" Cuban intelligence" agents:, identified- ""ﬁusslon of the CIAB glottlng agalnst
‘' as- Lulsa Calderon, -Manuel- -Vegas - Castro , J , v
» Perez and Rogelio Todriguez Lopfz, - i R
T He also is.known to have talked
""" with an embassy official named Siliva
-+ " Duran. She reportedly has sid that ") .
;.T‘ i she dealt with Oswald only about his "
.« & unsuccessful.attempts to obtain a visa-
v to visit Cuba, | :
.-- 'The sources were unable to 1dentLEy 1

'_f:'the informant described in the Hoover -| =
;»memo as having obtained the informa- | -~
ton from Castro. Some of the sources '




James J. Kilpatrick Tres 1 Gofeben

Again, those unexplained
assassination details

Just before it closed up
shop for the year, the House
of Representatives created
a select committee to inves-
tigate the assassinations of
John F. Kennedy and Mar-
tin Luther King. On balance
- on very close balance —
the venture may prove a
useful undertaking.

Especially in the case of
Kennedy, and to a lesser ex-
tent in the case of King,
unanswered gquestions
abound. These are questions
of pervasive public interest.
Nearly 13 years have passed
since Kennedy was slain in
Dallas; more than eight
years have passed since
King was slain in Memphis.
The questions may be unan-
swerable. But if the House
investigators cannot tie up
all the loose ends, they may
be able to settle some of the
doubts. It is worth a try.

The House committee will
be headed by Congressman
Thomas N. Downing of Vir-
ginia. I bappen to have
known Tom Downing for 30
years. He is a man of excep-
tional integrity and com-
mon sense. He is not alto-
gether unbiased in the
matter of Kennedy’s assas-
sination. ‘I am convinced,”
he says, “that there was a
conspiracy involved.,” But
Downing is perhaps as
unbjased as any person who
has become fascinated by
the Kennedy mystery.
Downing is a lawyer,-a for-
mer judge, a low-profile
veteran of 18 years in the
House. He is retiring at the
end of this term, and has no

political interest to pro-.

mote.

Downing's 12-member
committee will have a bud-
get of $150,000 to finance its

|

work until the 95th Congress
convenes in January. Rich-
ard A. Sprague, of Philadel-
phia, an experienced
federal prosecutor, has
signed on as chief investi-
gator. No one expects the
inquiry to be completed in
the next three months, By
voting 280-65 to authorize
the investigation, the House
implicitly promised to
renew its approval next

year, So the committee will

have time and money to
make a responsible quest.

What are they searching

for? Says Downing, with

disarming simplicity, ‘‘the
truth.” He is satisfied that
the original commission on
Kennedy's assassination,
headed by the late Chief
Justice Earl Warren, never
found the truth. For reasons
that remain unclear to this
day, the commission’s staff
never cleared up doubts that
arose at the time; the War-
ren investigators obviously
were unable to examine evi-
dence that has developed in
the ensuing years. -

Some of the questions go
directly to events that
November day in Dallas.
For one example, what kind
of rifle was found on the
sixth floor of the Textbook
Depository Building?  The
rifle officially identified as
the murder weapon, now in
the National Archives, is a
Mannlicher Carcano, a 6.5
Italian carbine. You can in-
spect it yourself. Yet the
gun first identified in the
Dallas press was a 7.65 bolt
action Mauser. The three
officers who found the gun
have confirmed that identi-
fication in statements under
oath. It seems gncredible

_evénts over a span of three

that police officers, familiar

with weapons, could have;
seen the words “Made in;
Italy Cal. 6.5,”” and read
them as “*7.65 Mauser.”
Questions. involving the
rifle, the *“‘miracle bullet,”

and the autopsy findings are |

the relatively easy ques-
tions. Downing’s committee
wants to explore the tan-
gled, shadowy trail of

years preceding the
November day. Who was
Lee Harvey Oswald? Who
was he really? How many
“Oswalds’’ were floating
around? Out of the mists of
conspiracy and intrigue
arising from the dark
waters of the Bay of Pigs,
grotesque possibilities
emerge. -

The truth may never be
found. Downing recpgnizes
that discouraging prospect;
he recognizes, too, that it
may be impossible ever to
satisfy the conspiracy cult
that has swarmed around

the Kennedy assassination, |-

In the whole of the Washing-

ton fruitcake, there are noj. '

nuttier nuts than the Kenne-
dy nuts.

What troubles me is theE

precedent this select com-
mittee may set. Legislative
committees have no author-
ity to function as grand
juries. Their only authority
is to investigate in areas of
specific legislative interest.

The sole purpose. of this§
investigation is to satisfy a}

gnawing national curiosity.
I have not supposed this to

be a function of the legisla-

tive branch, but it may be
captious to complain. On-
ward, Downing! And leave

no stone unturned.
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New Doubts Raised Over the Warr
of Reference to a

oAy

en Report by Lack

Purported Scviet Defector

.. By JCHN M. CREWDSON .~
T T &padalto The New York Times .
- \WASHINGTON, Oct. 8—Key
United States intelligence offi-
‘¢fals have long. had doubts
about the reliability of a pur-
ported Soviet defector whose
statements apparently influ-
‘enced the Warren Commission’s
conclusion that there had been
‘1o foreign invoiverment in Pres-
ident Kennedy's assassination,
ag¢gording to intelligence soures.
...:Eut neitirer the name of tha
defecter, Licut, Col. Yuri Ivan-
ovich Nos:nko, nor the suspi-
cions of some oificials about
the legitimacy of his mntives
2rpear in the conunission's fis
. val raport or in any of the vol-
umies of testimony and exhibits
“that acceinpanied it, according
-0 Secate investigators WilU @re
eIy e commision’s
ifGuiy, ]
* An internal working memor-
andum of the commission, now
"in the hands of the Szrate Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence,
reccunts in datail Mr, Nosen-
Ko's assurances thatl the K.G.B,,
-the Soviat intelligeice service,
never tried to recruit Lee Har-
vey Oswaid, Mr, Kernaldy's as-
sassin, duninz Qswald's a3

lence ion.

in the Soviat Urien
Donbts atout the  Wearren
dan's conch:ion that
z.ted alone save existed
in seme nainads almost from the
.moment that the panel reivased

its final rcport in Sepremnber,
"1864. But as internal commis-
sion_documenTs.ITke The work-|
ing memorandum neye become:
declagiified in reecnt months,’
‘new questions have been raised
in the Senate and- elsewherel
about the thoroughness .o [its|
investigation, . |
--One of these gquestions, typi-
fied by the Nosenko matter, is
the dual concern of whether
tha conunission was fully in-
formad by other Feceral agen-
cies of ail of the relevant de-
tails surrounding the Kennedy
‘assassination, and of how it
weighed the information it did
receive in reaching its con-
clusion. - AR
. -"The statermnents of Nosenko,"
according to. the memoran-
"dum’s authors, W, David Slaw-
sen and Willlam T. Coleman
-Jrt “if true, would certainly
g0 a long way toward showing
that the Soviet Union had no
part in the assassination” of
President Kennedy. o
“Nothing in that memoran-
‘dwm, however, or in the nine-
aze interview of Mr, Nosenko
by the Federat Eureau of Inves-
tication on which it is based.
‘reflects the cornsiderable doubts!
‘that, the sources said, existed
in the, American intelligence
community at the, time about
the legitimacy of the. Soviet
officer's motives for having
coma to the United States.
T Two sources familiar with
‘the Warren Commission’s ina-
vestigation said that while the
panel had received no format
assertions of doubt about the!
coloncl's legitimacy as a defec-!

‘tor, the commission staff had ¢
been informally cautioned “that
this man might have been sent
over to allay our susgic:o‘ns"i
about possible Soviet involve-
ment in the Kennedy assassina«
tion. « o
Ore source declined to say
from where such a- cauticrarv |
advice had come, but the other.
said that he believed it had
been offered by Richard Helms,
the thea Deputy Director of
Central Intelligeace who is now
the Anicrican Ambassador to
Iran. ] : .
John A. McCone was the
Directar of Cenrrel Intelligence
at the time of the Xepnady
essassination, on Nov. 22, 1963,
as. eched last May
berview with €38 Nows
wiy neitker ke nor Mr, Helms
had cited Mr. Nosenko's asser-
tions in their formal testimony
before the Warren Commission.
“Mr. McCone replied that it
v;as a tradition among intel-
ligence agencias not to accept
a defector’s statements ‘“‘until:
we have prcven beyond any
doubt that the man is legiti-
mate and ths information is
correct.” .
He add-d that “the boaa;
fides of the man,” which “weoeres
ot known at the time of the
mony,” had subseguantly;
cen established by the Ce:tray
Inteiiigence Azoncy.
ne  fermer high-ranking

Aniiian intelligence | official
took exception recertly to that
assertion, saying that the offi-
cial doubts about Mr. Nosen-
ko’s motives, far from having
been resolved, had increased
as time went on.

“No doubt about it,” a second
former official said in & recent
interview, “Nosenko was a
phony. Nosanko was a notori-
ous deception — he really
screwed up everything.”

This official said that his

iconclusions, which had been
Shared by the C.LA's counter-
.inteiligence section, were based
;pn a number of factors, includ®
ing Mr. Nosenko’s identifica-f
tion of an American television!.
jcorrespondent as a Soviet intel-!
iligence agent, an allegation
ithat was later proved to be
false. o ) N

A 'third source, one familiar
iwith the F.B.L's investigation
land debriefing of Mr, Nosenko
jafter his arrival in the United
‘States, recalled that “we did
have some doubts about him,
and they're probably recorded
in the bureau—but we dida't
‘let it out anywhere,” N
' At the least. he. said, the
F.B.lL should nave told the War-
ren Commission that “this in-
formation comes from a man
-of unknown reliability.” -

Neither the C.L.A. nor the
F.B.I.. would comment on the
sources’ assertions. ~

Other persons familiar with!
the record of the Warren Com-
mission’s investigation of the’
Kennedy assassination pointed
out what they said were soma
oddities and anomalies that
cast further doubt on the validi~
ty of Mr. Nosenxo's testimony..

e .

- - et mava

( Mr. Nosenko's approach ‘toi
rgpresentatives of the Ameri-
can Government. with a request’
‘for asylum, they said, came’
in Geneva on Feb, 4, 1964,
barely 10 weeks after Mr. Ken-
nedy was shot to death while
.riding in a motorcade in Dallas.
i Although the colonel was
Jidentified at the time as a
Soviet *disarmament expert”
at a multinational conference
there, he told the F.B.L that
in October, 1959, when Oswald
arrived in Moscow with the
intertion of becoming a Soviet
citizen, he had been in charge
of the K.G.B, departinent that
oversaw American tourists.

In that position, he said, ke
‘had been made privy to the de«
‘tails of the K.G.B's dscision
shortly after his arrvia! that
Oswald was too emotionally
and politically unreliable to
warrant cultivation by the So-
viet inteiligence service.

Mr. Nosenko said he had un-
derstood that some other agen-|
cies of the Scviet Government,
inctuding the Red Cross, had
then taken the disgrunticd
American ia hand. Intellizence
sources pointed out, however,
that the Scviet Red Cross is
iitself beiicved to be an arm of
Ithe K.G.B. .

They aizo questicnsd Mr. No-
corko's asserricn that Soviet
(Citizeas with whom Oswald
had hunted radbits durirg his
'nearly three years in the Soviet
,Union had reported that the
‘man was an ‘‘extremely poor
shot.” '
| The Senate intelligence com-|
'mittee recently designated two
lof its members, Richard 8.

Schweiker, Repubdlican of Pos
sy.vania, and Gary_ifart, Diou
ocrat of Colorado, to look in
the growing number of cus
tions about the circumston:
surrounding the Kernnedy assu:
sination and the thoroughne:
of the Warren Commission’s it
vestigation.

Senator  Schweiker  sai

through a spokesmian toda
‘that he personally favored e
‘axtensive investigation by h
select commmite of all of th
'quesions raised thus far abou
ithe scope of the Warren Cor
raission's inguiry. Those ques
“tons are expected to inchud
the extent fo which the cor
mission was appriszd of h
official doub’s about Mr. N¢
senko and the comsiceration :
gve that information. .

Meanwhile, two interview
with Oswald by the F.B.L i
the summer of 1962, sihort
after he retumad from the S¢
jviet Union, wese reporied i
jday.

In each instance, accecdin
1o the intorview reparts, O
wald agreed to the agent
'quest that, if h2 were to b
scught out by Soviet int:t
gence opsratives n this o v
try' for any reasan, he s
ceport the contict 10 1

Altkough the F.B.L .
views with Oswald were oo
wvided by the burcau 2
iWarren Commission staff,
‘cotumission concluded in 1ts :
'port that “Oswald was not «
‘informant or agent of -

F.B.I” end that “no aitimy
was made” by it “to rooru
him in eny capacity.,”

\President Ford is being premature if, as he
repgrtedly told the Chicago Sun-Times, he is
_pianqing to send Congress soon a package of
recommendations for reorganizing the Central
Intelligexkce' Ageacy. All that the President has
now as a'major basis for legistative recom-
mendations'on the CIA is the report of his own
Rockefeller Commission. But that commission,
by its mandatd.and by its own admission,
.covered only part qf the ground in its inquiry.
-And two congressional investigating commit-

tees are still at work trying
reforms in the intelligtace

needed.

to find out what
commurnity are

.

“1f President Ford shouid ;'eqd proposals on

- the CIA to Congress soon, it would not be in a

_position to act in an informed mapner. The

lawmakers should have their own committee

reports in hand before undartaking, new

legislation cn the CIA. Any recommendalions

. from the President now could only be viewed
.as an attempt to undercut or take the sting out ™

_of congressional recommendations. ‘
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WASHT\G"‘ Ol\. —-A]uhough it has ceclacaf\ed vu"hally

its entire file on Loe Harvey Oswald, the C{A continues to

maintam a curtuin of secrecy over the accused assassin's
; trip to Mexico less than two. months before szadent
i John F. Kennedy was killed. -

Many of the deletions in the 2’00 cenwred pages re-
leased Jast week under the Freedom of Information Act ..
relate to Oswald's acu nt.\es in Mexxco Cxty between S°pt.
26 and Oct. 3,1963. . o

" For'instance, a copy o‘f a blograpmcal s'l\etch prepared
by the CIA two weeks after the Nov. 22, 1963, assassina- '
tion is far more mt.e:&sunv for what it conceals t.ha.n for '
what. 1r. reveds. .

'I'he 15—paﬂe documem. covers O véld 3 life from birth
to burizl with no apparent deletions except for the events

the column listing the origin of the information still re- -
i mains. It appears as SE’\'bITIVF CIA SOURCE!" No oth- -

‘vr source nctations were \vntten in au-capxt.al Iatters or®

'camad the exclamation point.: == = - L
Th2 same bicgraphical study vu made pub‘ac carlier

this year but the entire page dealing with the three dates - :

was left out, so there was no way to gauge the Ungor-
tance the CIA placed on the source of the information. -
-The Warren Com:mssxon, which concluded that Oswald'

was the lone assassin, said that he visited both the Soviet:

and Cuban embassies during his stay in Mexico City. -

The CIA revealed later that Oswald probably contact ed'

. secret police, who was operating under cover

that occured on Sept. 27, and 28 and Oct. 1, 1963. These
events were removed completely Irom the docurnent but

ANCELES TIMES
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=~ diplomat The ClAs2id Kostikov-was atachid to the KG
and

department - that handled hdnapm“s, ass._\.muo
similar acts of pohhc.l terror. -l T i
. Critics of -the* Warren Commission have Iond reised
-'questxons about Oswald's Mexico trip. Some® critics con-
. tend that an impester used Oswald's name st the Soviet
and Cuban embasses, powbly "s par.. o: uom'e és ye. un-
dhclosed cmsp.racy L T
" The: xmuo)ber thaoz'y was f ueled b ;2 series cf prevxous~
1y released CIA cables which indicate that the 2gency nad ¢

i *mcorrec..ly identified 2s Oswald a man who 2pparently vi-

.sited theSoviet embassy abcut the tune O'*'vald. wes
. thought to have been there: Tuw 12 “pry i o S
“ A (.IA .cable dated Oct.- 10 1903 and: m.d= pt.'bh"
 part of the Warren Commission's’ report related that oa -
~QOct. 1,™a reliable’znd sensitive source'in Mexico *eoorted
that an A.rencan raale, who identified himself a3 Lze Oz

qumm “he;ner the embassy ha& ré cc,sad 2Ty news corm
“_cerning a telegram which had been sent to We shinglon
The cab!e descnoed the man as “aporoximately 33 yexs
..0ld, with an athletic: buld 2bout six feet tall mth a recc:c—

“mvhaurlme."' ol

s Oswald was then 23 3ears o’d 5 fee‘ IO mc.ée; :md "x
er: v i

. '-3 *Aftxr thn‘kn*me dy’ a:sassmat ion, dcnordnq to tha\\ wr-
_;-— ten report, the CIA sent to the FBI p‘zotozrao": of the ;‘
*,"rnan the agency apparently had mistaken for Oswzld. Tha©

~;photo clearly shows a man about 35, about 6 fect tall wiih

“an athletic buud and recedmv han'hne. It.certainly.is not 3

OSWaId '.'J T '1"3" A R KR ~x~\'_-.~-7"'::-4;..-‘ .,-',‘ .

Valeny V. Kostikov, an agent’ thh the: KGB the Soviet :.

uald conL_cLed the Sowet embasy In Iexico Cn), m~ :

|
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Is Fensterwald a4 CIA Plant?

..

Assassination Inquiry Sﬁumégng

By Bill Choyke

Capitol Hilt News Seevice

Tha two-week-old House investi-
gation into the assassinations of for-
mer President John F. Kennedy and
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. has already run into major
difficulties.

The problems in the fledgling in-
quiry stem from the selection of a
staff director and the role a well-
known Warren Commission critic has
playedin the investigation so far.

The controversy has focused on
Washington attorney Bernard Fen-
°terwald who for more than a year
has closely advised probe chairman
Rep. Thomas Downing, D-Va., on the
political -assassinations. Fenster-
wald, said one source, has been
“fairly close to him (Downing) every
step of the way.”

Committea members involved in
the House investigation report that
Downing had tentatively selected
Fensterwald as the committee’s staff
director, only to back away from the
choice after two congressmen and
- others keenly interested in the assas-
sinationsraised a fuss.
<+ Committee Vice Chairman Rep.

, Henry Gonzalez, the Texas Democrat -
* who introduced the first House reso- .

", lution calling for an assassination in-
quiry, has privately voiced his strong’

opposition to Fensterwald. having-
any. role an the committee, even as |

an unofficial adviser.

cause ‘I knew Jerry Alch." The
Boston attorney, meanwhile, still
maintains that he had never heard of
Fensterwald until the day McCord
directed him to call for bail.

Fensterwald’s committee on
investigations is one of a number of
independent groups which have
sprung up around the country in re-
cent years but is set apart from the
others because of fears that it is a
CIA {ront.

In a telephone interview, Fenster-
wald first acknowledged that he had
connections with the CIA and then
scoffed atthe suggestion,

“I am on the payroll,” he said.
However, when pressed, he said he
had ‘‘nothing to do with the CIA. "

“There is absolutely no reason to
think  am a member of the CIA,” he
emphasized, adding that there was
‘‘absolutely no vestxge of evidence of
any kind.”

Downing, who called Fensterwald
a ‘‘good source of information ...
extremely knowledgeable,” said he
was. aware of vague accusations of
the link between Fensterwald and
others having CIA connections. But
the congressman. has - discounted

" these claims.

- while fensterwald and fellow War-;
'ren Commission critic Mark Lane’
‘were both at one time considered for ;.-
the top staff position, current specu-: -

o

IN ‘AN INTERVIEW, Downing |-

merely acknowledged that Fenster- .-

wald was one of a dozen persons.con-
sidered to head the panel’'s staff.
However,
who is retiring after 18 years in the
House, said Fensterwald has asked

‘that his name be withdrawn from

consideration.
* Opposmon to Fensterwald is based

‘partly on his affiliation with convict- -

ed King assassin James Earl Ray,
whom Fensterwald defended, and the
" belief that.any committee role would
be in conflict with the privileged
lawyer-client relationship. - More-
over, Fensterwald has — as another

Warren Commission critic termed it‘ .

—- some- serious ‘‘image problems”
dealing with his assassmatxon-relat-
ed activities.

Fensterwald heads a citizen’s
group called the Committee to Inves-
tigate Assassinations. The Tennessee
native was also the attorney for
Watergate burglar James McCord.

-, Additionally, observers close to the '

Kennedy-King House probe are con-

cerned with circumstantial evidence | -
on the public record that raises.ques-

_tions. about connections between
‘Fensterwald and the CIA.,

FENSTERWALD IS currently a |. -

law partner with Robert McCandless,
.-whose former law firm even Fen-
‘sterwald concedes represented
several CIA proprietary firms. How-
ever, McCandless has claimed he did

. not know of CIA involvement with the

firms.

The questions surroundmg Fen-
sterwald are intensified by little-no-
ticed Senate Watergate commlttee
testimony in May 1973, when
McCord’s first attorney, Gerald Alch,
raised the possibility of previous ties
between McCord, a former CIA

" agent, and Fensterwald.

the Virginia lawmaker,

Alch, a former associate.of Boston

tation about the job .is centering
around Phxladelphxa attorney Rich-
ard A. Sprague. As a special prose-
cutor, Sprague helped convict former
United Mine Workers President Tony
Boyle for the 1969 murder of Joseph

- Yablonski and his family.

(Sprague is not to be confused with

‘another Richard Sprague, a former

colleague- of Fensterwald on his
assassination committee.)

Besides advising Downing on the
assassinations, Fensterwald has also
served as an mtermedmry between
the Virginia congressman and other
lawmakers,

He met, for example, with Gonzalez
on Sept. 4, 1975, in the House restau-
rant in an attempt to reconcile dif-
ferences between the two congress-
men.

Gonzalez, who had introduced his
original House resolution in Febru-
ary 1975, calling for an investigation

of political assassinations, had want-.
_ed 'the probe to cover the deaths of

President Kennedy, Robert F.
Kennedy. and King, as well-as the

shooting of Alabama Gov. George !

Wallace.
But some  months later,’ Do»\mng
introduced his resolution, which

called for an investigation of the
- presidential assassination only. n

The final resolution included both -
the’ Kennedy and ng a»sas.,maw‘
. tlons { \ A ) .

R O

" Fensterwald replied, according-to |
Alch: “I don’t see how he can send |

.+ the man.’

" Testifying under oath; Aich then |
told the Senate committee that he

" tions three years ago sharply clash.

attorney F. Lee Bailey, told the Sen-

. ate committee that the first time he |
- ever heard of Fensterwald was when
- McCord, his client, told him to “call

a man by the name of Bernard Fen-

-, sterwald, whom he said might be | -

very helpful inraising bail;”’

. Alch, who was subsequently fired i
-+ and replaced by Fensterwald, said
" the Washington attorney had -told

him that he could probably meet the
$100,000 bail in a few days. Then

about two weeks later, when Alch®

conveyed to. Fensterwald his client’s ,
thanks for the effort on his behalf,

his thanks to me because [ ne .'er met .

never was certain whether McCord |’

and Fensterwald knew each other .-
prior to his making the initial phone |

call.,

sions of the two attorneys today re-. '
calling those Watergate conversa-.

FENSTERWALD SAYS that Alch
called him_to ask for assistance be-

In telephone mtervxews the ver-| =
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E report ‘of Sen. Frank Church’s Select.

— 0N ge D&IS Ol receit bu.rveya m vdiuormd, ulnow, vnv, 1exa, Y g,
Washington and Wisconsin. They say they are more confident of Carter carry-
ing Connecticut, Iowa, New Jersey and South Dakota.

Republicans claim they are ahead in Connecticut, New Mexxco and Vu'ginia
in their own most recent polls, and are within striking range in au the other -

. battleground states,

In some cases, close battles could be decided by votes diverted to the inde-
pendent candidacies of Eugene J. McCarthy, the former senator from Miuneso-
s ta, or Lester Madddox, the former governor of Georgia. ’
McCarthby, who is on the ballot in 29 states, is particularly worrisome to the
Democrats in Oregon and Wisconsin and could jeopardize Carter’s chances in
New York, if his petitions for ballot placement survive a court challenge there.
Maddox appears to be a lesser factor — drawing only 1 per cent of the vote in

apoll in his own state of Georgia.

Broder is a Washmgton Post natzonal political cmespondent and syndi-

cated columnist.
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NATCHING the baton extended

last spring by the provocative final

- Committee on Intelligence Operations,

. the House of Representatives has re-
- solved, 285-t0-65, to investigate the pos-

" sibility (or is it the probability?) of con- -
- spiracies to assassinate President Ken- -
nedy and Martin Luther King Jr." - ~

"It is not yet clear how open the new

inquiry will be-to the possibility that

. By Jacob Cohen :

or benefits from a crime is itself proof

there was. not-a conspirarcy, though .

remarks by Rep. Thomas N, Downing

"(D-Va.), chairman of the new Select

Committse, suggest that he may have .
' i of reasonable provocation. The com:

. settled that matter in his own mind.

" “In the case of President Kennedy,” he

told the House, “I am convinced that

there was a conspiracy involved. T do

" not know the identity of the conspira-

tors or their motives. That should be

" investigated in depth.”

‘The idea of conspiracy, of course, is

notoriously vague even as a legal con- .
“ held from the Warren Commission

' _ cept. Satisfying the common sense that

o gator into supposmg that sympathy for :

R

-something and somebody besides the.
perpetrators of crimes are often re- .
. sponsible for those crimes, the search

for conspiracy also tempts-the investi-

. Cohe_n, a professor -of American' =
- studies ot Brandeis University, is the

i

of participation. In the hands of a mali-
cious prosecutor or, say, a House Com-

" mittee on Un-American Activities that
- search can be the occasion for consx-
" derable mischief. ‘

" Indeed, one need go no further that

_ the Church Committee report, “The In-

vestigation of the Assassination of
President John F. Kennedy," both to

understand what has fired Rep. Down-
- ing's suspicions and to see the: mischie-

vous. temptations awaiting the new in-

vestigation. L
Onits surface. that report is a model

mittee, it says, has not reviewed the
question of the guilt or innocence of
Lee Harvey Oswald. Nor, it adds em-
phatically. has the committee found
any evidence of a conspiracy to kill the
President. What the committee has

 foungd is new evidence which was ei-

ther unavailable or deliberately with,

and from those people in the FBI and
‘CIA who were cooperating in the in-

. vestigation, evidence suggatmg the

presence in 1963 of powerful motives

- for a possible conspiracy: revenge per-

" haps for Mafia-related and other CIA

author of “Conspiracy Fever,” to be -

- publishe_d_ next year by Macmillan.

L N S e,
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‘plots to assassinate Castro; the hatred

of Kennedy in. certain anti-Castro cir-
cles.

See ASSASSIN', P_age c2

.'LSOd NO.I:SNIHSVA\ JHL __

e o iy e o i vt g i e -

N

9261 € 494013Q *hvpung .
L \“.






