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Man says his father 
helped assassinate JFK

AUSTIN, Ttexas — An unem
ployed oil equipment salesman 
claims that his late father, a former 
Dallas police officer, was one of 
three men who assassinated Pres
ident John E Kennedy in 1963.

Ricky White scheduled a meet
ing with reporters today in Dallas 
to offer evidence he believes impli
cates his father, Roscoe White, in 
President Kennedy’s assassination, 
the Austin American-Statesman re
ported yesterday.

Mr. White, 29, says he “had no 
conception of ever, ever giving this 
story out,” but decided to do so 
after the FBI began questioning 
him in May 1988 in relation to his 
claims.

He said he can prove that his fa
ther fired two of the three bullets 
that killed the president and that 
his father, not Lee Harvey Oswald, 
also killed Dallas police officer J.D. 
Tippit.

Mr. White said Oswald was in
volved in the plot, but did not fire 
any shots. The two other 
shooters were referred to in his fa
ther’s diary only by code names, 
Mr. White said.

The Warren Commission con
cluded that Oswald, acting alone, 
fired the shots that killed President 
Kennedy and wounded Ttexas Gov. 
John Connally.

Roscoe White died in a fire in
1971.



Tuesday, February 26,1991 B3

Out and About
There probably never will be an explana

tion that will satisfy all the conspiracy 
theorists who don’t believe that Lee Harvey 
Oswald acted alone in the assassination of 
John F. Kennedy. Filmmaker Oliver Stone is 
heading to Texas in April to begin filming 
“JFK,” a drama that will present several 
scenarios relating to the 1963 assassina
tion, and add his interpretation of the lin
gering mystery. Kevin Costner will star as 
former New Orleans prosecutor James 
Garrison, whose investigation maintained 
that Kennedy was the victim of a CIA and

FBI conspiracy and that Oswald was set up 
as their fall guy. “John Kennedy was the 
godfather of my generation and a lot of us 
believe he was murdered for political rea
sons," Stone said. "And like Hamlet, we 
have to try and look back and correct the 
inaccuracies." In the film, Garrison, now an 
appeals court judge, will portray U.S. Chief 
Justice Earl Warren, whose Warren Com
mission Report declared that Oswald was 
the lone assassin. The report came out 10 
months after the Nov. 22 assassination...

It you are making Oscar bets, Las Vegas 
oddsmaker Lenny Del Genio says "Dances 
With Wolves" and Kevin Costner are the 
favorites for Best Picture and Best Direc
tor. No one is going to give anything better 
than even money on those selections. He 
picks Robert De Niro of “Awakenings" for 
Best Actor...



Oswald
________________ '_______ (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10) 

an anti-communist program “that stressed the 
supposedly clandestine and subversive nature of 
Party work.” Remarkably, she concludes, “This 
kind of life—being an outsider and secretly 
fighting the authorities—would likely have ap
pealed to him.”

An outsider secretly fighting the authorities? 
The program was about Herbert Philbrick, who 
spied on communists for the FBL

Another lapse. “Like his fellow radar opera
tors, Oswald,” we are told, “had a low security 
clearance.” The main authority for this state
ment is given as former Marine Corps lieutenant 
John Donovan, OmlcTf OTete CTwlhief, 
and Davison partially sums up his Warren Com
mission testimony about “the confidential infor
mation Oswald had access to.”

She entirely overlooks Donovan’s testimony 
—from the very same page she cites as her au
thority—that Oswald must have had at least a 
secret clearance “to work in the radar center be
cause that was a minimum requirement for all of 
us.” It may have been higher. According to 
Donovan, Oswald’s defection also required the 
changing of various “codes.”

Davison assures us at the end that “the assas
sination of John Kennedy was neither an act of 
random violence nor a conspiracy” but rather “a 
result of Oswald’s character and background in
teracting with circumstance.” It is Oswald who 
commands her attention, and the book amounts 
to a sort of psychohistory of the man and his 
motives.

Unfortunately, her conclusions about him are

flawed by her’fail-_ 
ure to give suffi
cient attention’Io 
the crime itself— 
as though it did 
not matter. She 
appears to take 
the view that the 
Warren Commis
sion is right be
cause it said it was 
right She accepts

i«e Harvey Otwoid what is congenial 
and flies past that which is not Was there a Slot - 
from the grassy knoll, to the right of Kennedy’s 
motorcade, while Oswald fired from the Texas 
School Book Depository? Davison simply shrugs 
off the question in two quick sentences, then 
adds:_____

“In any event the bulk of the evidence about 
Oswald dearly suggests that if there had been a 
conspiracy, Oswald would not have been a patsy, 
but the ringleader.”

In his foreword, Norman Mailer tells how he 
encouraged Davison to write her own book, in 
response to a letter she sent him. and then pro
fesses his disagreement with the result Mailer 
suggests that the best way to look on Oswald’s 
Game is to think of it in terms of field artil
lery, wherein forward observers are told to 
bracket a target. If the first shots, the conspir
acy books, fall short, then the next shot should 
be targeted to land on the far side. That way, 
Mailer reasons, “by comparing the near and 
the long, they can approach a direct hit.”

Mailer, it may be presumed, will get a free 
copy of the book. The reader may conclude 
that $17.95 is too much to pay for a shot that 
falls wide of the mark. □



Oswald Offered Soviets Data for Trip 
'S^tX, A«soci«tedPress jj { NOV' 1976

A retired CIA agent says he recalls that several 
weeks before President John F. Kennedy’s assassi
nation in 1963, Lee Harvey Oswald offered to give 
the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City information in 
exchange for a trip to Russia.

David A. Phillips, a former CIA officer in Mexico 
who now heads the Association of Retired Intelli
gence Officers, said in a telephone interview last
night:

"My general recollection is that he (Oswald) 
wanted to go to the Soviet Union via Cuba, and as 
part of that he said he might have some information 
usefultothem.”

Phillips, who recently retired from the agency in 
order to defend the agency against its critics, de
clined to say where he had obtained that informa
tion, other than to say "I was aware what was going 
on.

However, it was first reported more than a year 
ago, and later confirmed by Senate intelligence 
committee chairman Frank Church, that the CIA

wiretapped and recorded a'Sept. 28, 1963, conversa
tion that Oswald had with the Soviet Embassy in 
Mexico City from a telephone in the Cuban Embas
sy there.

Kennedy was shot to death in Dallas on Nov. 22, 
1963, and the Warren Commission determined that 
Oswald was the sole assassin.

It has been known that Oswald went to the Mexi
co City embassies in an attempt to obtain a travel 
visa that would permit him to enter the Soviet 
Union by way of Cuba.

The Washington Post reported in today’s editions 
that a CIA interpreter and a stenographer -who 
worked on the transcript of Oswald's telephone con
versation also recalled that Oswald had offered un
specified information in exchange for a paid trip to 
the Soviet Union. - •

But the Post said the Warren Commission, for 
undetermined reasons, was not given that segment 
of the transcript. And it said the FBI, which is re
sponsible for espionage investigations, also was 
told only in a general way that Oswald had made 
contact with the Soviet Embassy.

Oswald Probers in Mexico
>. ^- j Investigators for the House Select 
O Committee on Assassinations flew to
z Mexico yesterday to interview a Cen- 
co tral Intelligence Agency translator
N and a typist -who prepared a transcript 

of a telephone call made by Lee Har
vey Oswald to the Soviet embassy in 
Mexico City eight weeks before the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy

The action followed four hours of 
closed-session testimony given yester
day to the committee's unit investigat- 
ting the Nov. 22, 1963, Kennedy assas
sination. The testimony was given by 
David A. Phillips, a retired CIA offi- 

. cer, who saw a transcript of the con
versation before the assassination.

The Washington Post reported Fri
day that Phillips, the translator, and a 
typist each said Oswald was offering 
to give the Soviets information and re

questing free ‘ passage to Russia. 
A transcript of this conversation given 
■to the CIA contained z no such ex
change or intimations.

There is no evidence Oswald’s offer 
of information was accepted by the 
.Soviets.

The Post also reported that Phillips, 
the translator, and the typist said Os
wald identified himself. The CIA has 
claimed agency officials were not 
aware of the Oswald call in question 
or other calls at the time because they 
did not know who had made them.

It was learned that Phillips, who 
heads a CIA defense group formed by 
retired intelligence officer's, was re
minded by the.CIA Friday of the se- 

. crecy oath he was required to sign 
when he joined the agency. However, 
it is understood he testified anyway.

Oswald-Cuban Envoy Contacts Cited
* MIAMI — A prominent Cuban exile said yester- 
*day that Lee Harvey Oswald met repeatedly with 
I Fidel Castro’s diplomats in Mexico before the 
Assassination of President John F. Kennedy and 
{/that Mexico’s secret police must have extensive 
' files on the meetings.
\ pr#- Alberto Garcia Menocal, a prominent attor- 
* ney in pre-Castro Cuba who is now a furniture 

dealer in suburban Coral Gables, was interviewed 
on WRAC, a Spanish-language radio station. Gar
cia was living in Mexico at the lime of the Kennedy 
assassination. J f)£C 4976 5^/
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Oswald as Avenger
The basic conclusions of the Warren Commis

sion have stood up against a spate of conspiracy 
theories that seemed to respond to an American 
need to make the assassination of President
Kennedy seem less random, less senseless. But 
the commission might have been less mystified 
about the probable motive had it not been for 
the CIA, which feared that a link might be es
tablished between the assassination and the 
agency’s plots to kill Castro.

Since the commisssion filed its report, evi
dence has emerged—some of it still officially se
cret-suggesting a chain of circumstance that 
led Lee Harvey Oswald to become the self-ap
pointed avenger of persistent efforts by the CIA 
to assassinate Fidel Castro.

Castro’s agents penetrated many of the assas
sination plots. His informants circulated in the 
Cuban community in Miami, the main staging 
point. In 1978 Castro told a visiting-House in
vestigating committee, “We were constantly ar
resting people trained by the CIA ... with ex
plosives ... with telescopic rifles."

On Sept 7,1963, Castro showed up unexpect-

tion was not known for some time. The CIA suc
ceeded in getting Chief Justice Earl Warren to 
reject staff proposals to go to Mexico City and 
look into the Cuban connection. The Senate In-
telligence Committee in 1976 thoroughly docur 
mented the agency’s desperate fear that the as
sassination might turn out to have been an act 
of Castro retaliation for its attempts to kill him.

Then, on June 17,1964, FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover, who was conducting his own cover-up of 
bureau contacts with Oswald, sent a top-secret let
ter to J. Lee Rankin, chief counsel of the Warren 
Commission. As far as is known, the letter was 
never brought to the commission’s attention, 
though it ended up in its voluminous files. The 
letter cited statements made by Castro refating to 
the Kennedy assassination that the bureau had 
learned of “through a confidential source which 
has furnished reliable information in the past” -

The substance of the letter remains classified to 
this day. But it has been learned that the inform
ant was an American communist working with 
the FBI, who had returned from a visit to Havana. 
As summarized in Hoover’s letter, Castro said that

edly at a Brazilian Embassy reception in 
Havana and launched into a tirade 
against President Kennedy and the 
CIA, accusing them of plotting Hfa 
death. “Let Kennedy and his brother, 
Robert, watch out,” he said. "They, too, 
could become targets of assassination.”

After his impromptu speech at the 
Brazilian Embassy, Castro expanded his 
warning of retaliation in a long inter
view with an Associated Press corre
spondent, Daniel Harker.

In New Orleans, where Oswald was 
living, Harker’s story appeared at the 
top of Page 7 of the Times-Picayune of 
Sept. 9. It started this way.

HAVANA (AP)—Prime Minister 
Fidel Castro said Saturday night 
"United States leaders" would be in
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danger if they helped in any attempt to do 
away with leaders of Cuba.

Bitterly denouncing what he called recent US - 
prompted raids on Cuban territory, Castro stud, 
“We are prepared to fight them and answer in 
kind. United States leaders should think that if 
they are aiding terrorist plans to eliminate Cuban 
leaders... they themselves will not be safe. ”

It is not established that Oswald read the 
story, but his wife, Marina, later said that he 
was an avid reader of newspapers, including the 
Times-Picayune.

The story came at a time when Oswald, an 
admirer of Castro, was in a state of agitation and 
frustration. He had lost his job. He had been ar
rested in a scuffle while distributing pro-Castro 
leaflets. He had engaged in an angry debate on 
the radio, saying, “Cuba is the only revolution
ary country in the world today.”

In the days after the publication of the Castro 
interview, events in Oswald’s life appeared to 
take a decisive turn. On Sept 23 he sent his wife 
and child to stay with their friend, Ruth Payne, 
in Irving, Texas. On Sept 26 he traveled by bus 
to Mexico City, telling a passenger he wanted to 
go to Cuba and see Castro, -■ V

"On Sept. 27 arriving in Mexico City, he went 
directly to the Cuban consulate to apply for a 
visa. Told that he could only get a transit visa— 
he first needed a Soviet visa—he went to the 
Soviet Embassy, where he was turned down.

After shuttling between embassies—his tele
phone calls from the Soviet mission monitored by 
the CIA—he returned to the Cuban consulate on 
Oct 1 with an insistent demand for permission to 
go to Cuba. The consul, Eusebio Azque, finally 
threw him out, saying, “Instead of helping the

' <- r von am really harming it ”

"Oswald had vowed, in the presence of Cuban 
consulate officials, to assassinate the president”

Subsequently, a British correspondent. 
Comer Clark, quoted Castro as saying that Os
wald had stated, “Someone ought to shoot that 
President Kennedy. Maybe I’ll try to do it."

The Cuban consul clearly considered the 
threat a provocation. There is no reason to be
lieve that he encouraged Oswald to act on it 
But why didn’t Castro warn the United States 
Government about the homicidal young man?

In 1964 Castro gave various explanations— 
that he didn’t take the reports from his embassy 
seriously, that he had no diplomatic relations 
with the United States, and that he suspected 
Oswald was part of some conspiracy to embroil 
him in an assassination attempt that might be 
used as a pretext for an invasion of Cuba.

But in 1978, interviewed in Havana by the 
House investigating committee headed by Rep. 
Louis Stokes, Castro denied prior knowledge of 
Oswald’s plan. He said, “If Oswald would have 
done something like that, it would have been 
our duty to inform the United States.”

One can understand why Ca=* o would now dis
claim knowledge of Oswald’s mentions. It would 

‘ be embarrassing to acknowledr that his warning 
. to the Kennedys might, howe ■ unintentionally, 
have triggered Oswald’s violent tantasies and that 
he had then sat on the infr-mation that might 
conceivably have saved Kt: .ly’s life.

Thus, after two decadr t appears that the 
Kennedy assassination mav ve involved a tragic 
and historic irony, a co; ;? . of circumstances 
in which an arrow faun ; • ?: a troublesome 
foreign leader fell h. •

Thn ,rrP<-



Imlnv. Nuvrnibt'r 2‘t, l*M3

JFK Death Investigators 
Move to Open Hill Files

By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Staff Writer

Although 20 years have passed 
since President Kennedy’s assassi
nation, secrecy still is the rule for the 
files of the House Select Committee 
on Assassinations, which conducted 
the last major inquiry into the mur
der.

All but one of the members of 
that committee who still are serving 
in the House introduced a resolution 
last April 13 gradually to open the 
records, which also involve the inqui
ry into the death of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr., under guidelines 
established years ago for the Warren 
Commission.

But this measure has been stalled 
in the House Administration Com
mittee because of objections from 
Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio), the for
mer chairman of -the assassinations 
committee, apparently acting on the 
advice of the committee’s former 
chief counsel, G. Robert Blakey.

As a result, no hearings have been 
held on the resolution, although it 
has picked up almost 40 other co
sponsors and support of the Nation
al Coordinating Committee for the 
Promotion of History, a consortium 
of 29 historical organizations.

“Time has just run out,” House 
Administration Committee Chair
man Augustus F. Hawkins (D-Calif.) 
said last week of the failure to hold a 
hearing before adjournment. “I know 

I there are some who are opposed to 
I the resolution. I think Mr. Stokes 
' has some problems with respect to 
; the confidentiality by which some of 
; the information was obtained.”

The Warren Commission’s volu
minous records on the Kennedy as
sassination also originally were 

j scheduled to be kept sealed for 75 
: years, but about 95 percent of them 

have been made public. Experts at 
j the National Archives have sifted 
j them under rules prohibiting disclo- 
' sures that might be detrimental to- 

law enforcement, might reveal the 
identities of confidential sources, 
jeoparidize future investigations, or 
embarrass innocent individuals.

The House resolution also would 
prohibit the release of proceedings 
that the committee voted to keep 
secret, or where confidentiality had 
been promised to a witness in closed 
session.

Stokes could not be reached for 
comment. But Rep. Robert W. 
Edgar (D-Pa.), a sponsor of the res
olution, said that he spoke to Stokes 
about his reservations several weeks 
ago. Edgar said Stokes told him: 
“I’m doing this because of Blakey.”

The final report, completed by 
Blakey and other staff aides in 1979 
after the committee had disbanded, 
stated that “public disclosure of-all 
the facts" surrounding the investi
gations of the Kennedy and King 
murders was essential.

But it turned out later that 
Blakey and Stokes had arranged to 
lock up all of the backup records and 
transcripts that the’ committee did 
not publish. And they also asked the 

' Justice Department, the CIA and 
other executive branch agencies to 
treat the records they compiled for 
the House investigation in the same 
fashion as “congressional material,” 
not to be released to the public.

Blakey, now a professor at Notre 
Dame Law School, said he believes 
organized crime figures were respon
sible for Kennedy’s murder. He said 
in a telephone interview that releas
ing the files, even under the Warren 
Commission safeguards, would be a 
waste of time. Blakey also said that 
he saw no reason why the assassina
tions committee’s records should be 
treated differently from those of 
other committees of Congress.

Blakey said that promises of con
fidentiality to witnesses interviewed 
by committee investigators and law
yers were “the exception rather than 
the rule" and were more frequent in 
the King investigation than the Ken
nedy inquiry. But he said that “those 
promises unfortunately are not ex
pressed” in the committee's records 
and reports of those interviews.

Blakey said that he is not flatly 
opposed to the resolution, but thinks 
it would be unproductive.
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Hill Panel Probing Oswald Call
By Ronald Kessler

Wishlarton Post‘Staff Writer

The House Select Committee on 
Assassinations last night subpoenaed 
retired Central Intelligence Agency 
officer David_A, Phillips to question 
him about a telephone call made by 
Lee Harvey Oswald to the Soviet em
bassy in Mexico City eight weeks be
fore President Kennedy’s assassina
tion.

A committee source said Phillips, 
who heads the Association of Retired 
Intelligence Officers, which is a lead
ing defender of the CIA, was sub
poenaed to testify within a few days 
before a closed session of the com
mittee’s unit investigating the Ken
nedy assassination.

Phillips was questioned informally 
last night by committee investigators 
in the committee’s offices. He may 
testify as early as today, according 
to a source. i

Richard A. Sprague, chief counsel 
of the full committee, said yesterday 
that it has launched an investigation 
of the circumstances surrounding the 
telephone call as reported in yester
day's I editions of The Washington 
Post.

The Post story said that the CIA in
tercepted and tape-recorded Oswald's 
call to the Soviet embassy in late Sep
tember, 1963. but did not turn it over 
to the FBI, which has responsibility 
for investigating possible spies. It also 
did not turn it over to the Warren 
Commission during its investigation 
of the Kennedy assassination, The 
Post said.

Instead, the CIA gave the x dL a 
brief report that did not mention Os
wald’s offer of information, but said 
only that Oswald had contacted the 
Soviet embassy, The Post said. The 
CIA later provided the Warren Com
mission and the Senate intelligence 
committee," which investigated the 
Kennedy assassination • earlier this 
year, with transcripts of Oswald’s call 
that omitted his offer of information 
in exchange for a trip to the Soviet 
Union.

There Is no evidence that Oswald’s 
offer of information was accepted by 
the Soviets. Oswald later did refer in 
a letter, first made public by the 
Warren Commission, to *meetings” 
in the Soviet embassy.

After the assassination on Nov. 22, 
1963, the CIA claimed $iat it was not 
aware of most of Oswald’s activities 
in Mexico City before the assassina
tion because Oswald had not men
tioned his name in this and other 
conversations,.with the Soviet and 
Cuban embassies there.

However, Phillips, who saw the CIA 
transcripts of Oswald’s'- conversation 
before the teslisslniitlon, the CIA 
translator in -charge of preparing the 
transcripts and the typist who pre
pared them each told The Post that

Oswald had mentioned his name in 
•the conversations.

They also said Oswald was offering 
-information to the Soviets and re- 

•- questing a free trip to Russia.
Since pie CIA claims that the tapes 

of Oswald’s .calls' were destroyed 
‘about a1 week after the conversations 

' took place, few Individuals have per- 
aonal knowledge of what was said.

• =. ■ The CIA has declined to comment.
" In addition to obtaining Phillips' 
. testimony, a House assassination com
mittee source said the panel Intends 

■ to identify and interview the CIA 
■translator and typist, who were inter- 

; viewed by The Post in Mexico.

Panel Asked to Investigate 
Killing of Panther Leader

United Press International
The House Select Committee on As

sassinations yesterday was asked to 
investigate the 1969 killing of Chicago 
Black Panther Party leader Fred 
Hampton on grounds he was set up by 
the FBI through an informer and 
“murdered” in a raid carried out by a 
special force of the Chicago police.

Morton H. Halperin, a former staff 
member of—Ure- National Security 
Council and now director of projects 
in conjunction with the American 
Civil Liberties Union, requested ac
tion in a letter to Richard A. Sprague, 
chief counsel and staff director of the 
newly formed House panel.

Halperin said FBI complicity was 
established by documents and infor
mation that came to light during the 
$47.5 million civil damage suit against 
federal, state and local authorities 
now underway in Chicago. The suit 
was filed by relatives of Hampton and

DAVID A. PHILLIPS
... CIA ex-officer subpoenaed to testify

Mark Clark, another Black Panther 
member killed in the raid on their 

apartment.
Chicago police have said the -raid 

was carried out to confiscate weapons 
held by the Panthers and that police 
fired their guns in response to shots 
from the apartment’s occupants.

Halperin said that a resolution set
ting up the House panel to investigate 
the assassinations of President Ken
nedy and civil rights leader Dr. Mar
tin Luther King Jr. also authorized 
the committee to probe the deaths “of 
any others the select committee shall 
determine.”



Oswald Offered Soviets Data for Trip
*C*^ NOV 1976

Auxltted Preu

A retired CIA agent says he recalls that several 
weeks before President John F. Kennedy’s assassi
nation in 1963, Lee Harvey Oswald offered to give 
the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City information in 
exchange for a trip to Russia.

David A. Phillips, a former CIA officer in Mexico 
who now heads tne Association of Retired Intelli
gence Officers, said in a telephone interview last 
nightf

"My general recollection is that he (Oswald) 
wanted to go to the Soviet Union via Cuba, and as 
part of that he said he might have some information 
useful to them.”

Phillips, who recently retired from the agency in 
order to defend the agency against its critics, de
clined to say where he had obtained that informa
tion, other than to say "I was aware what was going 
on.”

However, it was first reported more than a year 
ago, and later confirmed by Senate intelligence 
committee chairman Frank Church, that the CIA

wiretapped and recorded a Sept. 28,1963, conversa
tion that Oswald had with the Soviet Embassy in 
Mexico City from a telephone in the Cuban Embas
sy there.

Kennedy was shot to death in Dallas on Nov. 22, 
1963, and the Warren Commission determined that 
Oswald was the sole assassin.

It has been known that Oswald went to the Mexi- ; 
co City embassies in an attempt to obtain a travel 
visa that would permit him to enter the Soviet 
Union by way of Cuba.

The Washington Post reported in today's editions 
that a CIA interpreter and a stenographer who 
worked on the transcript of Oswald’s telephone con
versation also recalled that Oswald had offered un
specified information in exchange for a paid trip to ; 
the Soviet Union. ' !

But the Post said the Warren Commission, for 
undetermined reasons, was not given that segment 
of the transcript. And it said the FBI, which is re
sponsible for espionage investigations, also was 
told only in a general way that Oswald had made 
contact with the Soviet Embassy.

Oswald Probers in Mexico
£2 * • ,
>. ^- . Investigators for the House Select 
o J Committee on Assassinations flew to 
21 Mexico yesterday to interview a Cen- 
co tral Intelligence Agency translator 
N and a typist who prepared a transcript 

of a telephone call made by Lee Har
vey Oswald to the Soviet embassy in 
Mexico City eight weeks before the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy

The action followed four hours of 
closed-session testimony given yester
day to the committee’s unit investigat- 
ting the Nov. 22, 1963, Kennedy assas
sination. The testimony was given by 
David A. Phillips, a retired CIA offi- 

. cer, who saw a transcript of the con
versation before the assassination.

The Washington Post reported Fri
day that Phillips, the translator, and a 
typist cadi said Oswald was offering 
to give the Soviets information and re

questing free ' passage to Russia. I 
■ ■ A transcript of this conversation given '

•to the CIA contained,-no such ex
change or intimations.

There is no evidence Oswald’s offer 
of information was accepted by the 
Soviets. '

The Post also reported that Phillips, 
the translator, and the typist said Os
wald identified himself. The CIA has 
claimed agency officials were not 

. aware of the Oswald call in question 
or other calls at the time because they 
did not know who had made them.

It was learned that Phillips, who 
• heads a CIA defense group formed by 

retired intelligence officer's, was re
minded by the CIA Friday of the se
crecy oath he was required to sign 
when he Joined the agency. However, 
it is understood he testified anyway.

"Oswald-Cuban Envoy Contacts Cited
>r MIAMI — A prominent Cuban exile said yester- 
jday that Lee Harvey Oswald met repeatedly with 
JFldel Castro’s diplomats in Mexico before the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy and 
rthat Mexico’s secret police must have extensive 
• files on the meetings.
’ Dr. Alberto Garcia Menocal, a prominent attor- 
* ney in pre-Castro Cuba who is now a furniture 

dealer in suburban Coral Gables, was interviewed 
on WRAC, a Spanish-language radio station. Gar
cia was living in Mexico at the time of the Kennedy 
assassination. g DEC 4976 *5^
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1. AP WIRE STORY IN WASHINGTON STAR ON FOIA RELEASE OF OSWALD’S 
Or

HATERIAL HAKES FOLLOWING STATEHENTAWHICH YOU SHOULD BE AWARE/OSSSt

fl^UTE: IN SWORN TESTIHONY BEFORE THE WARREN COMMISSIONS

RICHARD HELMS-. THEN A BRANCH CHIEF AND LATER CIA’S DIRECTOR, 

SAID THE AGENCY NEVER HAD OR EVEN CONTEHPLATED ANY CONTACTS 

WITH OSWALD... NEWLY RELEASED DOCUHENT, SAYS WE SHOWED IN

TELLIGENCE INTEREST IN OSWALD AND DISCUSSES... THE LAYING ON 

OF INTERVIEWS. END GUOTE. ¥ „ A

2. ABOVE HISCONSTRUED FROH SANITIZED W RELEASED UNDER FOIA, 
A

WRITTEN BY FORMER OFFICER WHO WAS INTERESTED IN POSSIBLE USEFUL IN-

FORHATION OSWALD HIGHT HAVE IN CONTEXT OF SOVIET REALITIES. IN

RESPONSE TO DCI CALL TO ALL HANDS TO RECORD WHATEVER THEY THOUGHT 

HIGHT BE RELEVANT TO WARREN COHHISSION INTERESTS, OFFICER WROTE THIS 

®SB». THEW DOES RECORD BRANCH LEVEL DISCUSSION BUT STATES THAT 

WRITER DOES NOT KNOW WHAT ACTION WAS TAKEN- E-B, IHPDET.ri
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To Oswald
Fridoyi October tj|,1976 ^ ~

A
Documerit Contradicts Testimony

. /OAWie^eiOswald»i 
IsIn$ 6 r mWtw
.^‘.-•‘■?.'^?J^^^^^^hct!iadbr'eveai»mte!nplated with’’.. 

j£.Pontoary.jtOwnJe.stfm.(fcxi3he£Oswald.£l^
.®oace memoixpiains'^
.^^^efrHarv»y;Owriia|-^|^g ’̂g^yij.^

'.-s-^;?^?‘/^'r?6?^®-?3 *?^ aidipotehtia^ source wast^
aoputthe Soviet Umon,,accordin^to: due^to j1j^ fr/the/?

vy^n^sworni£tMtfa^ l&SS/^^'t^^^^
;^^ejl ; Cqmmissioh#. Richard were particularly ‘interested/* 
Helms;-then a branch chief ^d la'terf in.-.^
the^CIA’S' d^irector/ said'jthe;agehcy'.-.,videjon:the Minslc factory in which he$ 

.never/had “or.; even.; contemplated?. ,_had^ been employed,*on certain; sec-F 
.,any,con tacts with Oswald/- V»^., tiorjs of .the city itself,; and of course.? 
,j.'Jli8. .newly/jreleased" document, ' wmlhought; the. usual (deleted) that;-.: 
written by an .unidentified CIA. officer.., might help develop (deleted), person-.- 

^three; days after; President John' F.... al. ty dossiers,’.’ the memo states,.,;;. ,.
Kennedy was killed in Dallas on Noy.',/ ^'The memo*;indicates; that Oswald;/ 

; 22/1963, says that’"we showed intel- vas- also, of interest to the CIA be-;. 
‘ ligence interest" in Oswald and ."dis- " cause of concern that his. Russian-■, 
cussed. . the laying on. of/interr/.-^ni/wife, ;Mafina, might, h^ been/ 
views." *:^**,; /■/j/. “^-" part of a trend.for Soviet women to; 
//The unidentified officer, added that/-.,marry .foreigners, leave the country*' 
"Tdo not know^what action deyeloped^/andjSettle overseas where they could, 
thereafter.? . ■/./ <*-;!• • ^;jh^^serveasspieft‘' •,;/ j -/ /A

' THE MEMO WAS AMONG hun^:/ ™
dfeds of pages of documents from. '' the'CIA's file onTee HarveyOswald./;.-^*^ n™!w nrrL^' ^^ 

••The'materudfwas'..'reIeasefeteTh&??^
Associated' Press 'vesterdav-'under^ ^ime.’i*o'surnmet ^®®'- '^^e: author.*

; - -continued: "Fdon't recall: if this was?^^ while- Oswald and his fami- ►

former CIA>Director.;Alleh/Du^ “^
while.-, serving *as*a«"meinber  ̂ , ' * * \'$
.Warren Commissidn/privately couri^?5*'***6'**^ * _:. .J.. ,;., ^
seled CIA officials, on the best.waytd^
answer questions'from: Ihe/commis-^ 
sion about ‘'allegations j that/Oswaid;.^ 

j was a CIA agenUv£:^^
/ Dulles "thought language.;/whichy/j 
made it clear thafLee Harvey?) Os? 
wald was neve^an employe;or agent >e 
of CIA would suffice;”. an;unidenti--J 
fied CIA officer'wjote Helms m'April'.:;
1964.W?

.^;“1 3gree._with';hinf that a*c^
.phrased denial oLthe-'chargesvofi^
/volvement with Oswald seemed'most.'?

appropriate. ”-the unidentified officer?/ 
added.
■J/^en ne appeared before. the;corn/?
mission in/May/lS64/HelmsX^ 
head ' of the-agency's/clandestine'^ 
services, testified/imder/batb.ythat3

. "there’s no;;m.ateriaF.in;th^
Inteiugence'-Agehcy;/.;^ the

'records or ihjth^mindiofranyj^^^ 
individuals thatithere> was any con-

Unproven:*
Associate Ptwt , . v ’

Senate investigators were unable.. 
to confirm reports from two CIA otfi-, 
cers that the agency may have con; • 
tacted Lee Harvey Oswald prior to- 
the assassination of. President John. J 
F. Kennedy, it was learned yester-* I 

. day.-x ,
: However, Sen. Richard Schweiker*,-;! 
R-Pa.; ,.who headed .the, JCenoedyJ 
assassination ., investigation; /said / 
through ^, spokesman that “I‘don't/, 
think we know the whole story.”, ..j .. H 

/ The? CIA /released a* document'. 
' Thursday, showing that, the.. agency,.... 
once considered usings Oswald as. a;/ 
source . of; /intelligence information' / 

’ • about the ■ Soviet Union. The docu--? 
- . ment appeared to conflict with sworn’.' 
/■• testimony before the Warren Com-i? 

mission by Richard’Helms,, then , a .
, branch chief and later the CIA’s.*'' 

f. director, that the agency'never had.'.i 
. “or even contemplated” any.contacts, ': 

withOswaii ; ।

. . ’ SCHWEIKER SAID he was una<j 
■ ware of the Oswald document, but a ;'1 

. well informed source said it had been | 
turned over to the Senate intelligence : j 
subcommittee-that investigated ^the "! 
Kennedy assassination. ■/ •.■ "!:

“We followed ifup,” the source?) 
said, but “we found no indication that- 
Oswald Was in fact contacted.” ~

The same> source, -said • investiga-- 
tors also .were unable to confirm .the._ 
sworn, testimony; before the subconv - 
mittee by^a-.fprmer.CIAjUfficer^wH.^ ' 

.claimed.to;have seena CIA report i 
concerning a contact with a man.) 
cldsely.xesembl.ing .Oswald’s des^rip,^ 
tion.;
■'ScffwSkw confirm^ |

committeej;had been' unable’tb'-’cor^ j 
roborate .^several reports"-: of CIA. 
contactsj-With Oswald' in connection 
with his travels in Russia between:

’ ’ 1959and 1562.'*- : ^ ' 1 ' ‘'>”
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______________  NATION NEWS_______
Texan claims his father fired shots that killed JFK

By Hugh Aynesworth 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

DALLAS — A 29-year-old Mid
land, Texas, man charged here yes
terday that his father, a former Dal
las policeman, was a CIA hit man 
who actually fired the shots that 
killed President John E Kennedy in 
1963.

Ricky White, an unemployed oil 
equipment salesman who has been 
trying to peddle the story for at least 
a year through several unnamed 
Tbxas businessmen, told a packed 
news conference here that his father, 
Roscoe White — who died in a 1971 
fire — joined the Dallas Police De
partment shortly before the assassi
nation just to handle the job.

Mr. White said yesterday that his 
father fired two of three shots from 
the infamous “grassy knoll” area 
that hit Kennedy on Nov. 22,1963. He 
said his father also killed Dallas po
liceman J.D. Tippit as he and Lee 
Harvey Oswald were rushing to Red 
Bird Airport in Mr. Tippit’s car to 
leave town.

He claimed that Oswald fired no 
shots at all and that Oswald and Of
ficer Tippit were “patsies.”

Ricky White also named two other 
“shooters,” code-named “Saul” and 
“Lebanon,” who, he said, had fired at 
Kennedy. Roscoe White’s code was 
“Mandarin,” he said. “Saul” and 
“Lebanon” were CIA operatives sta
tioned in the Tbxas School Book De
pository building and County Rec
ords Building overlooking Dealey 
Plaza, he said.

He added that his mother, Geneva 
White, overheard a plot to kill Ken
nedy while working as a barmaid at 
Jack Ruby's nightclub a few weeks 
before the assassination. She told no
body, he said, because Ruby threat
ened to kill her if she did.

Ricky White said his mother “has 
had four shock treatments and can
not be questioned.”

The Rev. Jack Shaw of suburban 
Richardson also was at the press

AP
Ricky White with a photo of the presidential motorcade before claiming yesterday that his father killed John Kennedy.

The late Roscoe White in a 1963 
photo. His son says he was a CIA 
agent when he shot President 
Kennedy.

conference, held in the JFK Assassi
nation Information Bureau, which 
sells conspiracy materials about the 
tragedy, and said Mrs. White had told 
him what she overheard.

“These allegations—that this was 
done on CIA orders, that this guy 
worked for us and that CIA had any 
role in the assassination of President 
Kennedy — are ludicrous,” CIA 
spokesman Mark Mansfield said in 
Washington.

Roscoe White never worked for 
the CIA, Mr. Mansfield said. “Nor
mally, we never confirm nor deny 
employment, but these allegations 
are so outrageous that we felt it nec

essary and appropriate to respond.”
The FBI said in a brief statement 

that it had received the same infor
mation in 1988 but “determined that 
this information is not credible.”

The Warren Commission con
cluded that Oswald, acting alone, 
fired the shots that killed Kennedy 
and wounded John Connally, then 
Tbxas governor. Despite the find
ings, conspiracy theories have 
abounded since the assassination.

Ricky White showed reporters 
documents that he said would but
tress his claims. Among those items 
were embarcation slips showing that 
both Roscoe White and Oswald had

left on the same ship for Marine duty 
in Japan on Aug. 22, 1957. He sub
mitted three faded messages he 
claimed were sent by U.S. intelli
gence officials ordering the killing 
of Kennedy.

But Bobby Ray Inman, former 
CIA deputy director, after examin
ing the “messages,” said they were 
not legitimate. “My reaction is that 
it’s a forgery of some kind, or in
valid,” he told the Austin American- 
Statesman last week.

Ricky White said he discovered 
his father’s role in the killing 12 
years ago and had difficulty accept
ing it — particularly, he explained,

because Officer Tippit and his fa
ther were close friends.

Earlier this year, Ricky White and 
his agent, Chuck Neighbors of San 
Antonio, met with The Washington 
Times for several hours at the behest 
of a New York publishing house, 
which had been contacted by Mr. 
Neighbors.

The New York editor urged a 
writer for The Times to “examine 
the validity of what Mr. White 
claims” and determine if he wanted 
to write a book with Ricky White 
about the situation.

This Times reporter — who has 
written about the Kennedy assassi
nation since the day he witnessed it 
— investigated several of the White 
claims and then told the New York

editor that he was not interested — 
that he did not believe the story.

Since the discussions with The 
Times, Ricky White has come up 
with further documentation and al
legations, including:

• That he had read his father’s 
diary and understood what it meant, 
but that an FBI agent had taken it 
and he has not seen it since. Pre
viously, the only reference to the FBI 
having any materials of his was 
when he said an agent had read some 
notes and he could not find them 
later. Nothing was ever mentioned 
about a diary, nothing remotely 
touching on admissions about killing 
Officer Tippit, or Oswald not even 
firing a shot.

• That Mrs. White heard a plot 
with Ruby saying, “I will take care 
of Oswald,” and her husband reply
ing, “I will take care of the president 
and I will take care of Tippit.”

• That he had additional informa
tion linking his father to the CIA. 
The Times reporter was told by 
Ricky White the only thing that 
caused belief his father was a CIA 
agent was a friend living like a “bar
ricaded hermit” in a West Tbxas 
town, who is no longer mentioned.

There appear to be many holes in 
the latest scenario, including:

• Officer Tippit was known to 
have been farther away from the city 
and was pulled in closer by his dis
patcher as police searched for the 
assassin. He could not have been 
downtown, hurrying Oswald and 
Roscoe White out to an airport.

• When Ricky White said his fa
ther fired two telling shots, includ
ing one to Kennedy's throat, he was 
parroting several conspiracy theo
rists, but most forensic experts say 
there was no shot from the front.

Woody Specht, an FBI spokesman 
in Dallas who has dealt with the Ken
nedy case for nearly a decade, said 
simply: “You really need to evaluate 
the source on these types of things.”

• This article is based in part on 
wire service reports.



.u.ii ucais ms name 18 years after his death.
Lacouture portrays de Gaulle as practicing 

i.mmetric diplomacy on the United States, 
fhe permanent theme of de Gaulle was that 

resisting a superpower, friend or adversary, 
was to do the superpower a favor.” The bitter 
dispute that erupted between Washington and 
Paris over the French determination to build 
ns own nuclear arsenal outside American 

introl is the best example of this cited by 
Lacouture.

It is also an example of how history winds 
up supporting de Gaulle's vision of where 
American interests lie. Today the United 
Siates supports France’s maintaining and sig- 
mficantly expanding its force de frappe (the 
French nuclear force). The Reagan adminis- 
iiation exerts considerable diplomatic energy 
tu thwart efforts by Soviet leader Mikhail 
Corbachev to ensnare the French nuclear 
.usenal—along with Britain’s—in the super
power arms control negotiations. American 
strategic planners concede now that the un
certainty the Soviets face in having to deal 
with an autonomous nuclear force under 
!■ tench control gives the West a significant 
..civantage in the event of war.

Norstad, who cultivated de Gaulle while serv
ing as NATO commander from 1956 to 1963, 
i,i.>yed an unwitting role in the French leader’s 
iiu.il decision to assign an urgent priority to 
building the French A-bomb and eventually 
..i uering American forces out of France, accord- 
.ug to lacouture’s account, which discloses that 
u.<- American general had made a point of 
.m.ately keeping de Gaulle informed about 
.ini.nice strategy while he was out of power.

When he came back to the Elysee palace in 
l‘.>58, de Gaulle immediately asked Norstad 
ior a formal NATO briefing, which he conclud
ed by asking Norstad how many American 
m.. tear warheads were on French soil and 
where they were based.

Mon general, 1 cannot tell you that unless 
w< are alone,” Norstad replied. De Gaulle 
immediately agreed and repeated his question 
when his staff had left the room. "Mon gener
ic, 1 am very sorry but I cannot answer that 
I nr .->tion,” Norstad said. To which de Gaulle 

H wponded: “Well, mon general, that is the last 
lime, and mark it well, that a French leader 
» bi ever hear such an answer.”

I he bitter divisions between Washington 
•m i Paris led to France’s pulling out of the 
lin..nee’s integrated military command in 
Umti and cast a shadow across Norstad’s 
K.mre as NATO commander. But he strug- 
giiut to keep his personal relations with de 
(..mile unmarked by recrimination and to im- 
11 .is on Washington that his role was, as The 
N>* York Times described it, “that of an

wurgeTt Will

Shallow Look at the Mind of an Assassin
DALLAS—Don DeLillo’s ninth novel, “Li

bra,” asserts that what happened here in 
Dealey Plaza a quarter of a century ago 
became “the seven seconds that broke the 
back of the American century." If this hyper
ventilating book were merely what that sen
tence is—overwrought and unhistoricai—it 
would not matter that “Libra” is a best seller. 
But the book, one of about 20 pouring forth on 
the Kennedy assassination, is an act of literary 
vandalism and bad citizenship.

DeLillo’s attempt to “follow the bullets’ 
trajectories” back into the minds of Lee Har
vey Oswald and others becomes yet another 
exercise in blaming America for Oswald’s act 
of derangement. It is valuable only as a re
minder of the toll that ideological virulence 
takes on literary talent.

The story is that a cadre of CIA operatives, 
furious about the halfheartedness of the Bay of 
Pigs invasion, plan an “electrifying event” to 
galvanize the country against Fidel Castro. 
They decide on a “surgical miss” of President 
Kennedy by a gunman who. would leave a 
paper trail to Cuba. But one thing leads to 
another, and to the man in the sixth-floor 
window of the Texas Book Depository.

DeLillo says he is just filling in “some of the 
blank spaces in the known record.” But there

Richard Cohen

Another ‘‘Card-Carrying Member of the ACLU’
Comes before me a letter from Sen. Paul 

Simon (D-lll.). He says Attorney General 
Richard Thornburgh “was a director of the 
Pittsburgh chapter of the ACLU at one time.’’ 
Simon wonders why this has not been men
tioned anywhere. “I think it might be worth
while for somebody to point that out.” Thanks, 
Senator. It just so happens, "Somebody” is my 
middle name.

A call to Pittsburgh verifies what Simon 
says. Marion Damiek, associate director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union chapter there, 
says that from 1966 to 196y, Thornburgh was 
one of 38 directors. (A tiny item in the Sept. 
16 Post, ignored by millions, says the same.

is no blank space large enough to accommo
date, and not a particle of evidence for, DeLil
lo’s lunatic conspiracy theory. In the book’s 
weaselly afterword, he says he has made “no 
attempt to furnish factual answers.” But in a 
New York Times interview he says, "I pur
posely chose the most obvious theory because 
I wanted to do justice to historical likelihood."

DeLillo traduces an ethic of literature. Nov
elists using the raw material of history—real 
people, important events—should be con
strained by concern for truthfulness, by re
spect for the record and a judicious weighing 
of probabilities.

History, says a DeLillo character, is “the 
sum total of all the things they aren’t telling 
us." Of course. "They.” That antecedentless 
pronoun haunts the fevered imaginations of 
paranoiacs. For conspiracy addicts like DeLil
lo, the utter absence of evidence, after 25 
years of searching, proves not that there was 
no conspiracy but that the conspiracy was 
diabolically clever.

He says that because of the seven seconds 
in Dallas, “we have been educated in skepti
cism.” Skepticism? DeLillo is a study in credu
lity regarding the crudities of the American 
left. He says the assassination was "the turn
ing point in consciousness” for Americans,

“If the organization is as odious as [Bush] claims, 
then we cannot have a chief law enforcement officer 
who was once a board member.”

would choose if he wins in November? Yes, 
yes. The very same.

What shall we make of this? 'Ihere is hardly 
a state, after all, in which Bush has not called 
Mike Dukakis a “card-carrying member of the 
ACLU.” There is hardlv a state in which kneh

that “we have been suspicious ever since" 
concerning “the secret manipulation of histo
ry.” In Dallas we entered "the world of 
randomness,” reminded by Oswald that 
“nothing is assured.”

Spare us such sandbox existentialism. De
Lillo rejects randomness. His intimation is that 
America is a sick society that breeds extrem
ism and conspiracies and that Oswald was a 
national type, a product of the culture. From 
the unremarkable fact that recent assassins or 
would-be assassins (Sirhan, Ray, Bremer, 
Hinckley) have been marginal men, not social 
successes, ideologists of the left weave indict
ments of America.

DeLillo’s indictment is interestingly unin
teresting. It is the familiar, banal thought that 
Oswald was a lonely neurotic who tried to 
shed ordinariness by lunging into the theater 
of the Kennedys. And guess what? DeLillo has 
said: “Consumerism is a form of mass anes
thesia. ... hr makes people lonely."

DeLillo’s lurid imaginings will soothe imma
ture people who want to believe that behind 
large events there must be large ideas or 
impersonal forces or conspiracies. It takes a 
steady adult nerve to stare unblinkingly at the 
fact that history can be jarred sideways by an

and the killing of the born and unborn and 
insists (as did the early Christians) that no 
one—neither a child nor a teacher—be com
pelled to swear an oath of allegiance. In Bush’s 
view, the ACLU has much to account for—so

act that signifies nothing but an addled individ
ual’s inner turmoil.

The mind of an assassin can be a deep and 
demanding subject. But the more DeLillo ex
plains his work, the shallower it and he seem, 
In a burst of sophomoric self-dramatization, he 
says: “The writer is the person who stands 
outside society, independent of affiliations. .. . 
The writer is the man or woman who automat
ically takes a stance against his or her govern
ment.” Automatically as in unthinkingly. De- 
Lilio’s celebration of the writer as unaffiliated 
"outsider” is hackneyed and unhistoricai. 
(Henry James, Jane Austen, George Eliot and 
others were hardly outsiders.) DeLillo’s cele
bration stops just a short step from declaring 
the writer as kin to Oswald, who, as a defec
tor, was the ultimate outsider.

It is well to be reminded by books like this 
of the virulence of the loathing some intellec
tuals feel for American society, and of the 
frivolous thinking that fuels it. DeLillo is a 
talented writer whose talent is subordinated 
to, and obviated by, puerile political stances. 
What was unfairly said of a far greater writer 
(T. S. Eliot, born in St. Louis 100 years ago 
this Monday) must be said of DeLillo: he >s a 
good writer and a bad influence.

moral equivocation (not to mention his con
nections)—fought the draft. Often, as people 
do when they need help, they turned to (he 
ACLU. Some pretty important legal and con
stitutional issues were involved, and ihe 
ACLU, concerned about constitutional rights 
and not ideology (it currently sides with Oliver 
North on a legal issue), offered its help.

Thornburgh’s ACLU connection must pie- 
sent Bush with a problem. What’s a hypocrite 
to do? To be consistent, he should demand 
that President Reagan fire the attorney gener
al. If the organization is as odious as he claims, 
then we cannot have a chief law enforce. ...r



BOOK REVIEW / Jeremiah O’Leary

Kennedy 
plot list 
lengthens

I
t seems, as if the conspiracy 
books began spewing from the 
nation's printing presses be
fore there was time to light the. 

eternal flame on the grave of Pres- 
idem John E Kennedy.

The longer these theorists labor, 
the wilder their twisted logic be
comes and the best of them have 
been those who only propose alter
nate theories of plots and schemes 
and interlocking conspiracies.

No one, least of all David E. 
Scherm, has done much more than 
muddy these turbid waters. One has 
only to recall Mark Lane, Edward 
Jay Epstein, Ovid Demaris and the 
prolific dairy farmer from western 
Maryland, plus all the rest, to pray 
for surcease.

I feel strongly about all this be
cause 1 was in Dallas on Nov. 22,

o

1$

Contract oh America: 
. The Mafia Murder 

of President
John F. Kennedy 

. By David E. Scherm 
Shapolsky,$19.95,480 pages

3
1963, when President Kennedy was 
slain; I stood about 12 feet away two 
days later when Jack Ruby shot Lee 
Harvey Oswald to death; I even had 
custody for u few minutes of the 
Mannlicher Carcano rifle Oswald 
fired from a window at Mr. Kennedy 

. and Ihas Gov. John Connolly.
Later, I attended all the hearings 

of the House Assassinations Com
mittee and read every word of the 
Warren Commission report. I inter
viewed many of the principals in 
Dallas, including Oswald’s two land
ladies, the cops and FBI men on the 
case and even certain interested CIA 
personnel.

OK. Maybe there is some shade of 
doubt about some details as to Os
wald and his motives and the motiva
tion of Jack Ruby. But the conspir
acy industry will accept no obvious 
solution. Mr. Scherm has assembled . 
the most impressive list of Mafia 
members I have ever seen but, in my 
opinion, "Contract on America: The 
Mafia Murder of President John E 
Kennedy” proves nothing except 
that Oswald was a screw-loose ex
Marine and that Jack Ruby was a 
two-bit pimp, thug and hanger-on at 
the Dallas police station.

1 have one major reason of my 
own why I do not believe Ruby was 
carrying out a "hit” for the Mafia or 
anyone else. You see, I was in the 
police station all night the Friday the 
president was killed, all the next day 
and night and all Sunday morning, 
when Ruby shot Oswald. Ruby gave 
me and other reporters his card, of
fered to get us sandwiches, identi
fied local bigwigs for us and gen-

Jeremiah O'Leary is The Washing
ton Times' chief White House cor-

erally was an accepted figure. He 
had several opportunities on Friday ; 
and Saturday to kill Oswald much I 
more easily than he was to do Sun
day morning, because every time ! 
Oswald was trotted out, Ruby was 
there.

If the Mafia or the Cubans or the . 
right or the left had wanted Oswald 
silenced, why in the world would 
they have let him live to be ques
tioned for a day and a half?

On Sunday, at 11:17 a.m., Ruby 
sent a telegram to a lady stripper in 
Fort Worth from the Western Union 
office across the street from the po
lice station. Then he waited over to 
the ramp into the police garage just 
as Oswald was being led to a police 
car to be taken to the Sheriff’s Jail. 
At 11:21 a.m., Ruby pulled out his 
hammerless pistol, the one he al
ways carried, glided up to Oswald 
and shot him in the stomach.

Either this timing was a coinci
dence or Ruby knew to the second 
when Oswald would enter the ga
rage. lb believe he had fore
knowledge, one has to believe that 
the Dallas police wanted Oswald 
dead and passed the word on the ex
act time of the transfer. I prefer co
incidence. As to Mr. Kennedy’s 
death, Oswald owned the rifle and he 
read the motorcade route in the 
newspaper the day before the visit 
He realized the motorcade passed 
beneath his office in the' Texas 
SchoolBook Depository.

What, then, was Oswald’s motive? 
He was certainly a disturbed young 
man with a bad military history and 
an unhappy marriage to a Russian 
wife. He was somewhat Ute Jack 
Ruby, in that both these violent men 
apparently wanted to be “some
body.” But there is no evidence that 
they knew each other and no evi- 

. dence that the Mafia held Ruby in 
any great esteem.

Ruby was a small-time labor 
strong-arm man, a creature of the 
honky-tonks and race tracks, a man 
who craved attention. I accept that 
some of the Mafia may have wished ■ 
the deaths of the president or Ms 
brother, Attorney General Robert E 
Kennedy, but as long as we are deal
ing in theories, why not eliminate the 
middle man? Would it not have been 
smarter to have Ruby carry out the 
contract rather than give the job to 
the addled Oswald? At least Ruby 
knew the law of Omerta, and he car
ried it to his grave when he died of 
cancer.

This book contains the names of 
several hundred putative suspects 
and all the theories you can imagine. 
But the rifle was Oswald's, the bul
lets from it killed President Ken
nedy, and Ruby killed Oswald on na- I 
tiohal television. Who needs another I 
mind-boggling rash of theories? '
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Ex-CIA Aide
DouHsOswd^
Link to Cuba

Associated Press’

The man who headed covert CIA 
operations in Mexico City in 1963 says 
Lee Harvey Oswald neither asked for 
nor received any aid from the Cubans 
or Russians in assassinating President 
Kennedy.

In fact, David Atlee Phillips writes 
in "The Night Watch,” none of the 
CIA personnel in Mexico City had 
ever heard of Oswald, and were una
ware that he had defected to the So
viet Union, married a Russian, and 
then returned to the United States.

CIA surveillance, Phillips wrote, 
showed that Oswald visited the Soviet 
embassy in an attempt to return to 
Russia and wanted to go via Cuba.

He said a file check with Washing
ton normally would have been insti
tuted. but all the agents were so busy 
they did not get around to it until the 
wife of an agent took it upon herself 
to compose the cable.

Even then, he said, she mistook Os
wald’s middle name as "Henry” and 
relayed a faulty physical description 
of him. ’

The reason for. this. Phillips said.
was that the wife had not read about. ----------- 
Oswald but “heard” about him—pre
sumably from some clandestine 
source—and was working phoneti
cally.
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ASSASSINATION ARCHIVES AND RESEARCH CENTER 
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Well, the AARC is alive and well in Washington, D.C. It has taken us 
many too many years to do what we should have done too many years ago, 
i.e., establish a physical permanent center for the study of assassi
nations.

We have taken a five-room suite at 918 F Street, N.W., in the heart 
of downtown D.C. We are two blocks from the National Archives, and just 
behind the FBI Building (and its Reading Room) . Some day we hope to find 
the funding necessary to buy a townhouse for a permanent residence, but 
what we have will do nicely for now. And we hope that you will come and 
visit us in the near future. Our collection contains books, government" 
documents, research files, unpublished manuscripts, photos and films, 
magazine articles, bibliographies, tapes, etc. We know that researchers 
will make considerable use of these materials.

The AARC is a non-profit corporation, which has been granted a "501(c) (3)" 
tax exenpticn by the IRS as an educational institution. Hence, gifts to 
the AARC are tax deductible; our tax exempt number is 52-1354369.

Our Board of Directors for 1985 are:

Mark Allen, Washington, D.C. 
Bud Fensterwald, Alexandria, Virginia 
Mary Ferrell, Dallas, Texas 
Jack Gordon, Wilbraham, Massachusetts 
Paul Hoch, Berkeley, California 
Kathy Kinsella, Washington, D.C. 
Jim Lesar, Washington, D.C. 
Phil Melanson, Marion, Massachusetts 
Gary Shaw, Cleburne, Texas

Our materials and facilities are available, free of charge, to all serious 
researchers and scholars, whether members or not.

As someone interested in the study of assassinations , there are a number 
of things which you can do to assist us in getting off to a good start.
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1- You can became a Charter Member of the AARC. Our Charter provides 
for the following classes of membership:

Regular Membership 
Patron's Membership 
Life Membership

$ 25.00 annual dues
$1,000.00 annual dues
$5,000.00 one time contribution

A membership form is enclosed. We most earnestly hope that you will 
fill it out and return it to us. Don't forget that your annual 
dues are tax exempt.

As a member, you will be able to borrow books and documents , and you 
will be solicited for your views as to the management of the AARC.

2. You can send us a one-time, initial gift. Our capitalization is 
very meager, and we would greatly appreciate as much as you can spare 
as a start-up contribution. This will be tax deductible in 1985.

3. You can send us a donation of assassinations' materials, such as 
books, research files, documents, photos, etc. We are starting with 
more than a thousand books and about twenty file cabinets of materials; 
these are donations from various individuals, CTIA, and AIB. However, 
as a research center, it will be helpful to have duplicates of all of 
the materials. If there are any items which you can spare from your 
library lor attic or basement), please send them to us by mail, freight, 
or United Parcel. If you so request, we will reimburse you for the 
cost of shipping. Also, we will gladly inventory and appraise the 
materials for your tax deduction on such a current gift.

4. You can leave us the remainder of your collecticn in your Will. It is 
a terrible waste, when a researcher dies, to have his or her intire 
collecticn either thrown away or given to some person or institution 
that cannot make any real use of it. This has happened several times 
in recent years; it will happen more frequently in the future. Therefore, 
we ask you to amend your Will or attach to it a Codicil, leaving your 
whole collecticn to the AARC, where excellent use will be made of it. 
A draft Codicil is enclosed for your use; if you execute it . . . and 
we hope that you will . . . please send us a xerox copy for our files.

5. You can send us a copy of your address list of persons interested in 
assassinations. This will enable us to compile a complete and current 
master list for use in soliciting members and gifts. We will be glad 
to send you a copy of this master list when conpleted.

6. The AARC will have a Board of Advisors, as well as a Board of Directors. 
The Advisors are to lend their names, prestige, and advice to our 
en de avors. We solicit from you suggestions of names of outstanding 
researchers and/or writers who, you belive, should be asked to serve 
on the Board of Advisors.
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cor rectionne 1 de Dinant - Quaere inilitaires bien emoa r ra sses " / 
tour members of the armed forces embarrasseo before the court in 
Dinant, Le Soir, Brussels, 5 II 85, & "Le mystere du vol a
Florennes s'epaissit grace a M. Vreven"/tne mysterious arms theft 
in Florennes oecomes more complicated thanks to Hr.Vreven, ibid., 
6 II b5). The best biographies of Gardiner anc his past as a drug 
sealer, petty criminal ana intelligence agent appeared in Duren 
in De Nieuwe ( " Avonturler-cowboy of in 1ichtingsagest"/cowboy 
aaventure of intelligence agent, oy Gust De Blauwe, III 85) anc 
in Solidair ("John Wood, alias Gardiner ... een politieprovo- 
xateur decent.../story of a political agent provocateur, 23 I 85, 
p. 3) . It seems that Gardiner's "information" was at the origin 
of the recent "Mammoet" Operation in Belgium and Holland whose 
intention was to arrest the members of the extreme left 
responsible for the recent anti-NATO bombings in that area 
(Knack, 16 1 85). See also "Holland, Intelligence, CID, BVD & J. 
P. Gardiner", Intel/PP, II 35, p. 5). Granotier says he is a 
French citizen, was politically active in Nanterre (France) and 
the "Ecole Speciale d'Architecture" in V 68, has worked with the 
UN on peace projects and directs the IOANE peace group in 
Denmark. At the least, the last two statements are false. He has 
managed to address the Australian and the New Zealand Labor 
Parties before being exposed (Tribune, Sydney, 12X11 84; New
Zealand Times, 13 I 85). He has offered information to police in 
Australia and New Zealand and the French Embassy in Canberra has 
warned people not to be involved with him. He was arrested in 
Norway in II 84 and is considered mentally disturbed by Norwegian 
officials. In this issue, we publish photographs of both 
Granotier and Gardiner and would appreciate any further 
information that our readers can send us. For further information 
concerning Gardiner, see the articles below: "Holland,
Intelligence & Extreme Right"; "Australia, New Zealand & 
Intelligence". For information concerning the manipulation of tne 
peace movement see the brochure "Campaigns against European Peace 
Movement" by Esko Antolas (Hurtinkatu 11 A 1, 20600 Turku,
Finland; tel. 645.387) of .the Peace Union of Finland and also in 
Intel/PP: "CIA, Media, Europe & Nuclear", XII 84-1 85, p. 6; 
"Nuclear Arms Bibliography", iil-iv 84, p. 11.

/
KENNEDY ASSASSINATION, ASSASSINATIONS & DOCUMENTATION. 

Announcement of the establishment of the Assassination Archives 
and Research Center, Inc. (918 F Street NW, Washington DC 20004; 

tel. (202) 393.19.17) and description of its activities
concerning the documentation and research on political 
assassinations in the USA and in particular the assassination of 
President John F. Kennecy. This center is directed by some of the 
most respected names involved in this domaine of parapolitical 
research; among others Bernard Fensterwald, Paul Hock, Mark Allen 
& Gary Shaw. The gooa use to which such a centralised 
documentation service could be put can be seen in the case of A. 
C. A. Rodriguez Gallego in the above article, "Spain & CIA". See 
also the section "The Assassination of Pres. J. F. Kennedy" in 
the article below, "Parapolitics, Intelligence & Documentation", 
and also in Parapolitics: "Kennedy Assassination, Watergate, 
Intelligence, Extreme Right & CIA", XI 83, p. 1; "Kennedv
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Well, the AARC is alive and well in Washington, D.C. It has taken us 
many too many years to do what we should have done too many years ago, 
i.e., establish a physical permanent center for the study of assassi
nations .

We have taken a five-room suite at 918 F Street, N.W., in the heart 
of downtown D.C. We are two blocks from the National Archives, and just 
behind the FBI Building (and its Reading Room) . Some day we hope to find 
the funding necessary to buy a townhouse for a permanent residence, but 
what we have will do nicely for now. And we hope that you will come and 
visit us in the near future. Our collection contains books, government’ 
documents, research files, unpublished manuscripts, photos and films, 
magazine articles, bibliographies, tapes, etc. We know that researchers 
will make considerable use of these materials.

The AARC is a non-profit corporation, which has been granted a "501(c) (3)" 
tax exenpticn by the IRS as an educational institution. Hence, gifts to 
the AARC are tax deductible; our tax exempt number is 52-1354369.

Our Board of Directors for 1985 are:

Mark Allen, Washington, D.C.
Bud Fensterwald, Alexandria, Virginia
Mary Ferrell, Dallas, Texas
Jack Gordon, Wilbraham, Massachusetts 
Paul Hoch, Berkeley, California 
Kathy Kinsella, Washington, D.C.
Jim Lesar, Washington, D.C.
Phil Melanson, Marian, Massachusetts
Gary Shaw, Cleburne, Texas

Our materials and facilities are available, free of charge, to all serious 
researchers and scholars, whether members or not.

As someone interested in the study of assassinations, there are a number 
of things which you can do to assist us in getting off to a good start.
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1- You can become a Charter Member of the AARC. Our Charter provides 
for the following classes of membership:

Regular Membership $ 25.00 annual dues
Patron's Membership $1,000.00 annual dues
Life Membership $5,000.00 one time contribution

A membership form is enclosed. We most earnestly hope that you will 
fill it out and return it to us. Don't forget that your annual 
dues are tax exempt.

As a member, you will be able to borrow books and documents, and you 
will be solicited for your views as to the management of the AARC.

2. You can send us a one-time, initial gift. Our capitalization is 
very meager, and we would greatly appreciate as much as you can spare 
as a start-up contribution. This will be tax deductible in 1985.

3. You can send us a donation of assassinations' materials, such as 
books, research files, documents, photos, etc. We are starting with 
sore than a thousand books and about twenty file cabinets of materials; 
these are donations from various individuals, CT LA, and ALB. However, 
as a research center, it will be helpful to have duplicates of all of 
the materials. If there are any items which you can spare from your 
library Cor attic or basement), please send them to us by mail, freight, 
or United Parcel. If you so request, we will reimburse you for the 
cost of shipping. Also, we will gladly inventory and appraise the 
materials for your tax deduction on such a current gift.

4• You can leave us the remainder of your collection in your Will. It is 
a terrible waste, when a researcher dies, to have his or her intire 
collection either thrown away or given to some person or institution 
that cannot make any real use of it. This has happened several times 
in recent years; it will happen more frequently in the future. Therefore, 
we ask you to amend your Will or.attach to it a Codicil, leaving your 
whole collection to the AARC, where excellent use will be made of it. 
A draft Codicil is enclosed for your use; if you execute it . . . and 
we hope that you will . . . please send us a xerox copy for our files.

5. You can send us a copy of your address list of persons interested in 
assassinations. This will enable us to compile a complete and current 
master list for use in soliciting members and gifts. We will be glad 
to send you a copy of this master list when conpleted.
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four members of tne armed forces embarrassec before the court in 
Dinant, Le Soir, Brussels, 5 II 85, & "Le mystere gu vol a
Florennes s'Spaissit grace a M. Vreven''/tne mysterious arms theft 
in Florennes becomes more complicated thanr. s to Hr.Vrever, ibid. , 
6 11 &5) . Tne best biographies of Gardner ana his past as a drug 
cealer, petty criminal ano intelligence agent appeared in Duren 
in De Nieuwe ("Avonturler-cowboy of in11ch11ng sage st"/cowboy 
aoventure of intelligence agent, uy Gust De Blauwe, 111 65) ano 
in Solidair ("Jenn wooa, alias Gardiner ... een po 111. ieprovc- 
xateur bekent.../story of a political agent provocateur, 23 I 85, 
p. 3|. It seems that Gardiner's "information" was at the origin 
of the recent "Mammoet" Operation in Belgium and Holland whose 
intention was to arrest the members of the extreme left 
responsible for the recent anti-NATO bombings in that area 
(Knack, 16 1 85). See also "Holland, Intelligence, CID, BVD t J. 
P. Gardiner", Intel/PP, II 85, p. 5). Granotier says he is a 
French citizen, was politically active in Nanterre (France) and 
the "Ecole Speciale d’Architecture" in V 68, has worked with the 
UN on peace projects and directs the IOANE peace group in 
Denmark. At the least, the last two statements are false. He has 
managed to address the Australian and the New Zealand Labor 
Parties before being exposed (Tribune, Sydney, 12 XII 84; New
Zealand Times, 13 I 85). He has offered information to police in
Australia and New Zealand and the French Embassy in Canberra has
warned people not to be involved with him. He was arrested in
Norway in II 84 and is considered mentally disturbed by Norwegian 
officials. In this issue, we publish photographs of both 
Granotier and Gardiner and would appreciate any further 
information that our readers can send us. For further information 
concerning Gardiner, see the articles below: "Holland,
Intelligence & Extreme Right"; "Australia, New Zealand & 
Intelligence". For information concerning the manipulation of tne 
peace movement see the brochure "Campaigns against European Peace 
Movement" by Esko Antolas (Hurtinkatu 11 A 1, 20600 Turku,
Finland; tel. 645 . 387) of .the Peace Union of Finland and also in 
Intel/PP: "CIA, Media, Europe & Nuclear", XII 84-1 85, p. 6; 
"Nuclear Arms Bibliography", III-IV 84, p. 11.

/
KENNEDY ASSASSINATION, ASSASSINATIONS & DOCUMENTATION. 

Announcement of the establishment of the Assassination Archives 
and Researcn Center, Inc. (918 F Street NW, Washington DC 20004; 

tel. (202) 393.19.17) ana description of its activities
concerning the documentation and research on political 
assassinations in the USA and in particular the assassination of 
President John F. Kennecy. This center is directed by some of tne 
most respected names involved in this domaine of parapo 111ica1 
research; among others Bernard Fensterwald, Paul Hock, Mark Allen 
A Gary Shaw. The gooa use to which such a centralised 
documentation service could be put can be seen in the case of A. 
C. A. Rodriguez Gallego in the above article, "Spain & CIA". See 
also the section "The Assassination of Pres. J. F. Kennedy" in 
the article below, "Parapolitics, Intelligence i Documentation", 
ano also in Parapolitics: "Kennedy Assassination, Watergate, 
Intelligence, Extreme Right & CIA", XI 83, p. 1; "Kennecv 
Assassination", V 82, p. 4.
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Life

ed o tough leg- 
• with politics.

JOHN THEN: A little boy's sod farewell.

More People Recognize 
Oswald Than V.P. Bush

Despite the passage of 20 years since Lee 
Harvey Oswald gunned down President Ken
nedy, nearly half the people we polled still rec
ognized Oswald from his picture.

In fact, far more people knew Oswald than 
recognized Vice President George Bush in a 
similar ENQUIRER survey!

Amazingly, more than 47 percent of the 
400 people we polled in seven cities identified 
Oswald from his picture — but only 38 percent 
correctly named Bush in a recent poll.

Will He Be Next?
I s face. He jumped with fright 
ran into the theater. Clearly, 

thought someone had shot at 
i until aides calmed him down 
told him it was a passing car." 

.uthor Lester David, who wrote 
d Kennedy: Triumphs and 
gedies," recalled an incident at 
lutdoor festival that shook Ted.
He was in a crowd and suddenly 
re was a loud bang. It was prob-

be the third Kennedy brother 
, public places.

ably a balloon bursting. But Ted 
cringed visibly as the blood rushed 
from his face. He was badly shak
en, obviously thinking someone 
had shot at him."

And a former White House cor
respondent. who was with Ted sev
eral years ago while he was cam
paigning for a local Democratic 
politician, recalled:

"Ted was in an open convertible 
waving at the crowd when a car 
backfired. Ted turned absolutely 
white and started to duck. His secu
rity men reached for their guns.

"It was all over in a moment; but 
Teddy was white for minutes. 
Sweat was pouring down his face.

"Later he said. 'What can I do — 
become a hermit?’"

A Boston news reporter recalled 
that during a recent speech to the 
Chamber of Commerce in Massa
chusetts. the curtain behind the 
podium kept moving — and Ted 
flinched when he noticed it.

“He was obviously very troubled 
by it," said the newsman. "On two 
or three occasions it caused him to 
lose his train of thought."

Said the close family friend: 
"The bulk of the $200,000 the 
Kennedy clan pays out each year 
for Ted's protection is in salaries

for his security aides. He has a number of 
former FBI agents on the payroll.

“The salaries are paid by the Kennedys 
themselves, not the U.S. taxpayers.

“Ted insists on very tight security.

particularly when he's traveling. I've 
never known him to travel under his own 
name. And he gets very angry if word 
leaks out about his whereabouts when he's 
on a private weekend away from home.”

More J FK Stories on Next Page^l



Jtist Released — Russia's Official Version of the Assassination

The CIA Did It! I
The CIA murdered John F. Kennedy ... 

Lee Harvey Oswald was a “patsy” who didn’t
fire the fatal shots and “at least three

JUST A PATSY? Oswald (center) was liquidated by Jack Ruby 
(right) to keep him from talking, according to the Russians.

other assassins fired at the President.
Those are the startling conclusions of the Soviet 

Union’s just-published official version of President
Kennedy’s assassination.

In a book titled “Echo of the Shots in Dallas” — pub
lished by Novosti, the official Soviet news agency — 
veteran journalists Sergei Losev and Vitaly 
Petrusienko say their “independent in
vestigation” reveals that:

• The CIA conspired with the Penta
gon, the Mafia, defense contractors and 
big U.S. oil companies to assassi
nate JFK.
• The CIA was furious be- 

cauft JFK refused to let 
U.S. Air Force planes help 
CIA mercenaries win the 
Bay of Pigs attack on Cuba.

• The CIA wanted to stop 
JFK from cutting U.S. mili
tary involvement in Viet-

D

nam, and from seeking 
friendlier ties with Russia.

• The CIA didn't want 
JFK to up the tax bite on 
their longtime allies — the 
big oil companies.

And in the book's words:
OSWALD'S RIFLE was "too inaccurate 
to hit anyone," say the Russians.

"In addition to these ele-ideath two days after the assassination of 
ments. there was the Amer- Kennedy. Evidence Indicates he was sup- 
ican Mafia, to whom the loss posed to be eliminated earlier, actually on 
of Cuban business meant the very day of the assassination, and not in 
$100 million in lost revenues Dallas, but somewhere outside of Dallas.
from casinos, hotels and nar- “All the conspirators wanted to do was

establish his traces in the area of the 
crime. After the crime ... the con
spirators were afraid he would 
break down and reveal some of the 
information at his disposal. That's 
why Jack Ruby was ordered to liqui
date him."

To further hide their crime, the 
book states, the CIA stole JFK’s body 
briefly just after the assassination — 
and had bullet fragments removed.

The book states: “The brain was 
taken out of the body so that the bul
let fragments could be removed and 
their channels obliterated. The

cotics."
The authors claim that Os

wald was a low-level CIA 
agent, who made his well- 
known trip to Russia to pass 
false information about the 
U.S. radar net around Japan 
to the Soviets.

But the authors say Rus-

brain was then replaced in the skull 
prior to the official autopsy.”

The book adds that the doctor who 
performed the official autopsy 
didn't know that JFK's brain had 
been tampered with.

The Soviet authors also blame the 
CIA for the assassination of Robert 
F. Kennedy five years later. The 
book states:

“The logical conclusion of the Dal
las tragedy was the assassination in 
1968 of Robert Kennedy, to elimi
nate the return of a Kennedy to the 
White House.”

Haunting Legacy of the Kennedy Killing

Mysterious Deaths Mount to 25
sian intelligence didn't fan; The long list of people associated with the JFK slaying who! 
for.?h,e .sShume After °^i have died mysteriously, and often violently, continues to grow —i 
wald failed his mission and,, 
returned to the U.S., the CIAi a^ least 25 people are 
went to great lengths to On it now.
build him up as a Communist | in the past eight years 
th^sath’2er' Say the au‘!f°ur m°re names were 

"Oswald was prepared as a i et?.hed in blood on the ma- 
patsy, as an ideal instrument ! cabre list, two top crime 
to cover up the truth of the i lords with ties to the CIA;
crime.” i a cult leader once consid-

And the book states flatly: j cred a suspect in the 
"Oswald did not fire the; Kennedy slaying, and a 
shots that killed President:Kennedy. His rifle was tooiC^n t*h“Se(1,le,S’lmr0In1y 
inaccurate to hit anyone. ; implicated both the CIA 

"At least three people । an<$ the Mafia in the JFK 
(other than Oswald) shot at I murder.
Kennedy, some from the! The 25th name was added 
grassy knoll (near the build- i to the bizarre death list last

Shot himsoif

others.

Sam Giancana 
Gunned down Suicide victim

During an ensuing

ing Oswald was in). j July 31 when Jose Braulio
"The exact number of bul-1 Aleman, while being riddled 

lets that hit Kennedy’s head ; by a hail of bullets in a shoot-
will never be established. | out with Miami police, put 

"While the limousine was his own gun to his head.
advancing toward the grassy ^kman rAn «r a nM -
knoll, he was shot head-on.

Aleman, son of a pre-Cas-
tro Cuban government offb 

"Oswald was sent to his ^ial and heir to a fortune
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estimated at between $29 
million and $200 million, had

testified in September 1978 
about the alleged role of the 
Mafia and the CIA in the 
plot to kill JFK.

He fingered Florida mob 
boss Santos Trafficante as a 
key figure in the slaying con
spiracy. For five years after
ward, he lived in fear.

On July 31, Aleman — by 
now nearly broke and in hid
ing in Miami — went ber
serk. He shot and killed one 
relative and wounded three

gun battle with police. Ale
man turned his pistol on 
himself. Police say his own 
bullet killed him.

Since 1975, three notori
ous criminals whose names 
were linked to the Kennedy 
murder also met swift 
deaths. They were:

SAM "MOMO" SIAHCAHA 
MurdwN Jun, 19. 1973

Shortly ofrar th* JFK (laying in
1943, Chicago mobstr Giancana di*-

wlf-impoied exile in Mexico. Between 
1966 and 1974 he traveled extensively 
in the Caribbean and South America, 
returning to the U.S- in late 1974 or 
early 1975.

Just day* before he w« scheduled 
to testify about hit dealings with the 
CIA in alleged plots to kill Fidel Castro 
ond President Kennedy, Giancana was 
gunned down in his own kitchen.

JOHNNY IOSELLI
Found murdered Aug. 7, 1976

Roselli, Giancana's closest friend 
and organized crime associate, van
ished Aug. 1, 1976, shortly after word 
leaked out he was appearing before the 
some Senate Intelligence Committee 
that had summoned Giancana the year 
before. Six days after he disappeared, 
Roselli's body was found in a sealed 55- 
gollon oil drum near Miami, Flo. Both 
Roselli and Giancana had been linked 
to the CIA plot to kill Castro.

HVIL “EVIL" LeBARON
Found dead Aug. 16. 1981

LeBaron, leader of a cult of about 
ISO followers, was sentenced to 12 
years in prison tor rhe murder of his 
brother, ond was serving a life sentence 
for another murder when he was found 
dead in his cell at Utah State Prison. 
Officials believed the 56-year-old killer 
killed himself.

An FBI memo implicating LeBaron 
in the JFK killing and dated Jon. 27, 
1964 — when the FBI was publicly in
sisting that Loe Harvey Oswald was the 
sol* killer of the President — sold thativuo, unicogo mosnir wancwio utr -

appeared, turning up in on apparent | (Continued OD next page)
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LeBoron "is believed to have been re
sponsible for President Kennedy's 
death."

Here are the other 21 peo-1 
pie on the JFK death list : i

LEI HARVEY OSWALD 
Murdered Nov. 24, 1963

Oswald wos gunned down by Jock 
Ruby in the Dellos police station Sun
day. two days after JFK was killed.

JACK ZANGETTI
Found murdered December 1963
The day before Oswald was shot, 

Zangetri, manager of a motel complex 
in Oklahoma, told friends, "A mon 
named Jock Ruby will kilt Oswald 
tomorrow ond in a few days a member 
of the Fronk Sinatra family will be kid
napped to toke some of rhe attention

Mysterious Deaths
cor struck Rose, crushing her skull. 

DOROTHY KILGALLIN 
Found dead No*. 8, 1965

I During Jock Ruby’s trial for murder
ing Oswald, columnist Dorothy Kil- 
gallen hod on interview with Ruby. She 
told het makeup mon she was going to 
"break the Kennedy assassination wide 
open within five days,” Three days later 
Dorothy wos found dead in her New

spiring to kill Kennedy. In January 
1974, former CIA executive Victor 
Marchetti revealed that o CIA execu
tive instructed on ogent to give "Show 
all the help he needs" during the Garri
son investigation. Several months later 
Shaw wos found dead in his home.

GEORGE de MOHRENSCHILDT 
Committed suicide March 29,1977 
De Mohrenschildt, 65, shot himself 

to death in Manalapan, Fla., only hours 
after learning that on investigator for 
the House assassinations committee 
wanted to interview him. De Mohren
schildt once testified that he hod been 
o close friend of Oswald.

CARLOS fMO SOCARRAS
Committed suicide Aprll5, 1977
Exactly a week after de Mohren

schildt took his life, former Cuban

WILLIAM rITZER 
Found deed Oct. 29, 1966 

For yeors U.S. Novy Lieut. Williom 
Pitw kept the secret of the outopsy of 
President Kennedy. Pitzer hod photo
graphed the autopsy and was in
structed never to reveal what he. sow. 
In 1966 Pitzer was found dead with o 
bullet >n his head.

JACK RUBY 
Died Jon. 3, 1967 

Cancer claimed his life. The next 
day his attorneys charged negligence 
by Dallas authorities who hod custody 
of Ruby. They said officials ignored his 
complaints that he was ill.

DAVID FERRIE

: Fwri.J^c^Xpiimwbol The grave sites of President John F. 
hamk killam ihM "T” ^’.S?” m J“" "i” Kennedy and his assassin Lee Harvey Oswald

Found dead March 17, 1964 : S au«'S^i“g<X>^ are as different as day and night, but in one re-
Killom, husband of Wanda Killam । him on the theory that Ferric hod flown 

who was also a stripper for Ruby, was | the real murderers out of Dollos. A 
i.. _.»k d..k.. h... ry^ontK after he was questioned Ferrie 

was found dead In his apartment.
ELADIO DEL VALLE 

Murdered Feb. 21, 1967 
On the some day os Ferrie'* death, 

hi* close friend Elodio Del Voile, o 
wealthy exiled Cuban, was murdered. 
Del Voile, who hod flown with Ferrie on 
secret missions to Cube, wo* found 
with o bullet wound in his heart.

DR. MART SHERMAN 
Murdered June 1967

away from the mimiinatiort." On O«- 
cember 8. Fronk Sinatro Jr. was kid
napped, and later released unharmed. 
Two weeks after the prophetic conver
sation, Zongertl was found dead, with 
bullet holes in his chest.

BETTY MOONEY MocDONALD
Committed suicide February 1964
A former stripper in Jock Ruby's Ca

rousel Club, Betty hod been to a party 
attended by Oswald. She was arrested 
for fighting with her roommate and an ‘ 
hour later she wos dead. She was found i

ossociared not only with Ruby but with
John Carter, who lived In the some 
rooming house os Oswald. Four 
months after JFK's murder, Killam was 
found dead on a Pensacola. Fla., street 
— his throat was slashed.

BILL HUNTER
Killed April 1964

Hunter, 35. on award-winning news
man, hod met with Ruby's attorney 
Tom Howard or Ruby's apartment only 
hours after Ruby shot Oswald. Five 
months later Hunter was accidentally 
shot to death by a policeman.

GARY UNDERHILL
Another of Ferrie'* friend*. 

: Mory Sherman wot shot to death.
Dr.

^“^S°R^ KENNEDY'S GRAVE SITE in Arlington National 
fired a bullet into hi# own chest. Cemetery is never visited by his family.

Kennedy Family Never Visits
His Grave

Found dead May 8. 1964 
Underhill, a CIA agent, told friends 

he knew who killed President Kennedy 
ond was sure "they” would soon get ■

DR. NICHOLAS CHETTA
Died Moy 1968

In o macabre twist of fate, the corp-

him. On Moy 8, 1964, in Washington, 
D.C., Underhill died of gunshot 
wounds.

JIM KOETHE
Murdered Sept. 21. 1964

A Dollos Times Herold reporter, 
Koethe, 30. had also met with Ruby's 
attorney the some time os Hunter did. 
Ten months loter Koethe was killed by 
a karate chc© to the throat.

TOM HOWARD
Died March 1965

Howard, Ruby's attorney, died of a 
heart attack in Dallas. "He was seen 
acting strangely two days before his 
death ond no autopsy was performed," 
said researcher Penn Jones Jr.

ROSE CHERAMI 
Killed Sept. 4, 1965

I. ner hioiwlf. who performed autopsies

Rose, o stripper tor Ruby, hod told hos
pital p»ychiotrlst Victor Weiss that rhe 
President was going to be killed. 
Cherami also told police she had seen 
Oswald in Ruby's club many times. 
Newly two years later, o hitawSrun

on both Ferrie and Dr. Sherman, died of 
o heart arrack.

CLYDE JOHNSON
Murdered July 1969

Johnson. 37 — who hod attended 
parries with Ferrie, Ruby ond Oswald — 
wos to testify or rhe conspiracy trial 
Garrison was conducting. Johnson 
never appeared. He was beaten so se
verely he hod to be hospitalized. Five 
months later he was shot to death.

JOSEPH A. M1LTEER
Died Feb. 22, 1974

Miheer, o right-wing extremist, was 
secretly raped by Miami police os he de
tailed with terrifying accuracy how JFK 
would be killed — 13 days before rhe 
assassination. On Feb. 9, 1974, a Cole
man stove blew up in his bathroom. 
Two weeks later Miltw died of burns 
he suffered in the fire — but o morti
cian who saw the body said the burns 
weren't severe enough to be fatal.

CLAY SHAW
Died Aug. 15, 1974

Show, a wealthy businessman, was 
tried by Garrison and acquitted of con-

OSWALD’S remains lie 
in o Texas cemetery.

spect they are remark-1 "7" ™“th^
f. . ,: can tell you that, declared

ably similar — neither, an employee of the ceme- 
man’S tomb is visited! tery. Rose Hill Memorial 
by his family. iPark.

Kennedy’s final resting
place is a meticulously main
tained 3.2-acre grave site 
in the solemn grandeur of 
Arlington National Ceme
tery outside Washington. 
D.C.

"Some 3.5 million people 
visit the cemetery every 
year, and the Kennedy grave 
is the most popular stopping | 
place," said Courtenay Wei-: 
ton. spokesman for Arling-: 
ton National Cemetery.

"I have been employed 
here for eight years and as 
far as I know, the former 
First Lady and the Presi
dent’s children have never 
been here during that time,” 
added Welton, whose office 
handles arrangements for 
all visiting dignitaries and 
VIPS, and would be in
formed if members of Ken
nedy's family visited the 
grave site.

Meanwhile, the remains of 
Lee Harvey Oswald lie in a 
lonely cemetery near Arling
ton, Tex., that’s bordered by 
a junkyard and an interstate 
highway.

"His wife and children

Do You Think There Was a Conspiracy Behind
JFK Murder? Phone in Your Vote
Do you believe there 

was a conspiracy behind 
the assassination of Pres
ident John F. Kennedy?

Almost from the moment 
shots rang out on that tragic 
day in Dallas, a controversy 
has raged over who was re
sponsible for the President’s 

i.im death: Did one assassin act

number, wait until you hear 
a recorded message saying 
that the call is completed, 
then hang up. Your vote will

alone — or was he part of a 
plot to kill Kennedy?

Here is YOUR chance to 
tell the world what you think 
by dialing one of our conven
ient “900" numbers.

If you say YES. there 
was a conspiracy behind 
the President's assassina
tion. then call 900-7204330.

If you say NO. there was

YES: 900-720-4330 
NO: 900-720-4333

no conspiracy, then call 900- 
7204333.

If you normally dial "1" 
before placing a long-dis
tance call, then dial ”1" be
fore calling either ’’900" 
number. After dialing the

be recorded automatically.
The polls will be open 24 

hours a day from November 
14 through November 21.

The only cost to you for a 
call will be 50 cents on your 
monthly phone bill.

We'll carry the results of 
the poll in our issue on sale 
December 6. Let us know 
what you think.

Enquirer Team 
That Worked on 
JFK Special

This ENQUIRER spe
cial section, on the 20th 
anniversary of the assas
sination of President Ken
nedy, was produced by a 
team of 56 editors, report
ers, researchers, corre
spondents and photo 
staff. These were the peo
ple involved:
SIHIO« niTMli Pool F. L—,. Don 
Schwwii, «Ht»AL STAFF 10IT0K: 
Robe.I G Sm.,b; ARTICLE IDITORS 
RiChwBfioket, Stephen Coz, lorry Haley, 
Chori** Pomiier, Joseph Policy, AS
SOCIATE [DITOM. Cat Grothmonn, 
Mprsho May, Brian Walker; ASSISTANT 
IDITOIS: Michael Gross. Bill Hanway, 
Susan Krajewski, Janses Meyers. Tom 
Smith. SENIOR REPORTERS: John 
South, Dovid Wright, ItRMTTKS: Roger 
Copettmi, Jessica Klein, Cha les Mont
gomery, Thomos L Muldoon, JpyAul- 
lint, William { O'Neill. Jetty Oppenheim
er. Matin Rolbovsky, SENIOR PHOTO 
EDITOR: John Cathcart, PHOTO EDI
TORS: Bill Grohom. Donald McLachlan. 
Bemad D.A. Scott, Valerie Virga; RE
SEARCH STAFF: Mirero Abreu, Pomelo 
Ashbaugh, Priscilla Badge'. Jennifer Ca- 
doto. Caol Godwin, Frances B Jacobson, 
Sanaa Juni, Dorothea Kelsey. Sylvia Kin- 
grey, Babao Koskie, Paige Kroger Ma- 
tho Molltit; SENIOR EDITORIAL ASSIS
TANT: Frederick Hori owe, CORRE- 
SFONOEHTS: Bennet Bolton, Jan Bone, 
Harold Brecher, Pat Ferrin, Carol Frakes, 
Henry Gris. Lee Harison, Salvatore 
Ivane, Connie Kuti. John Magee. Bill Still. 
Patrick Witkins

Starting Next Week
Read the blockbuster new

book that gives a no-holds- 
barred look at the young 
Kennedys — and tells how 
they survived booze, drugs 
and even death threats, 
while growing up in Amer
ica's most famous dynasty. 
It's all In “Growing Up 
Kennedy: The Third Wave 
Comes of Age,” exclusive In 
The ENQUIRER.



Special Section — 
10 Exclusive Stories

NATIONAL 65<

ENQUIRER
N»w,lma.l>U »MM ^LARGEST CIRCULATION OF ANY PAPER IN AMERICA

JFIC
New Suspect in 
JFK Slaying — A 
French Terrorist

Only in The ENQUIRER

Just Released: Russia's 
Surprising Official 
Version of the Slaying

Only in The ENQUIRER

Mysterious Deaths in 
Wake of Assassination 

. Climb to 25
Only in The ENQUIRER

Teddy & Kennedy Children: 
Will They Ever Find Peace?

Johnny 
Carson and 

^Richard 
SI Nixon

Are Cousins

Star Wars' 
Carrie Fisher

Exclusive: Space 
Alien Baby Found

nt?#

Shattered by Alive, Say 
Loss of Baby Russians "

4 7

710495



ENQUIRER Exclusive <hi JFK Assassination — New Facts

Is This the Man 
Who Killed JFK?
A mysterious new sus

pect has surfaced in the 
JFK assassination!

The suspect, a notorious 
terrorist, was in Dallas 
Kennedy was shot, ac- 
to the CIA and French

the day 
cording
Intelligence — and the FBI be
lieved he "either killed John F. 
Kennedy or knew who had done 
it," explosive new court papers 
charge.

And the terrorist, Jean Rene 
Souetre. was reportedly deported 
from the U.S. under mysterious cir
cumstances just 48 hours after the 
assassination.

Incredibly, in the 20 years since 
JFK's death. Souetre’s name has 
never popped up in any report on 
the assassination, including the offi
cial Warren Commission report!

Yei The ENQUIRER tracked tf 
down and questioned Souetre.

And while he denied any involve
ment in the assassination, he admit
ted he believes there was a “French 
connection" in the case. Souetre said
he lias learned that a vicious 
French criminal named Mi
chel Mertz was in Dallas the 
day JFK was shot and "may 
well have been involved."

But incredibly. 'Michel 
Mertz" is an alias Souetre 
himself has used, according 
to the FBT

The ENQUIRER, working
with top experts on the assassina
tion and once-classified data ob
tained under the Freedom of Infor
mation Act. managed to penetrate 
the thick shield of silence surround
ing Souetre. But the U.S. govern
ment has now blocked efforts to find 
out exactly how much intelligence 
agencies know about Souetre’s role 
in the 1963 assassination.

Prominent Washington attorney 
Bernard Fensterwald Jr. unsuccess
fully sued for release of all other 
U.S. intelligence documents men
tioning Souetre. In his court papers. 
Fensterwald cited evidence of a 
French connection” he had turned 

up in released CIA and FBI docu
ments plus information he'd per
sonally obtained from French intel
ligence sources.

•'We may have found the actual 
killer — and that man is still alive 
and available for questioning," de
clared Fensterwald, executive direc
tor of the Committee to Investigate 
Assassinations and former counsel 
to various Senate subcommittees for 
12 years.

This opens up a whole new line 
of thinking on the assassination — 
yet every effort to explore it further 
has been blocked.”

A 1964 CIA memo says French in
telligence knew Souetre. "alias Mi-

FRENCH TERRORIST Jeon Re
ne Souetre today runs a casino 
in a town in France.

Notorious Terrorist 
Was in Dallas on 
Day of the Shooting

chel Mertz." was in Dallas the. after
noon JFK was shot. The memo add
ed that the French believed Souetre 
had been deported — possibly to 
Canada or Mexico — 48 hours later. 
“The French are concerned,” the 
memo explained, “because (French 
President Charles) de Gaulle 
planned a visit to Mexico (on March 
15,1964).

“They would like to know 
the reason for his (Sou- 
etre's) expulsion from the 
U.S. and his destination."

The FBI apparently al
ready knew Souetre may 
have been involved in JFK's 
death. They tailed one of his 
former friends. Dr. Law
rence Alderson of Houston, 
“for a month” after the trag
edy, Alderson told The EN
QUIRER.

"When the FBI finally 
came to interview me (about 
six weeks after the assassi
nation). they told me they 
had traced Souetre to Dallas 
a day before the assassina
tion and lost him," said Al
derson, a dentist.

"They told me they felt 
Souetre had either killed 
JFK or knew who had done 
it. And they wanted to know

w%!4S

WHAT THE KILLER SAW: In this FBI reenactment, car Is photo
graphed through a telescopic gun sight from a sixth floor window 
of the Texas School Book Depository.

who in Washington had had him 
flown out of Dallas."

Dr. Alderson said he met Souetre 
in 1953 in France while he was serv
ing in the U.S. Army and Souetre 
was a French Air Force officer.

“But the last time I saw him was 
in 1954,” he said. "Later he dropped 
out of sight and joined the OAS (the 
outlawed French group fighting to 
prevent de Gaulle from granting in
dependence to Algeria)."

Dr. Alderson said he volunteered 
in 1977 to tell the House Assassina
tions Committee “everything I knew 
about Souetre" — but, incredibly, 
they never talked to him.

Yet that very same year, Souetre’s 
name popped up again in an FBI 
memo from the head of the Dallas 
FBI office to the FBI director. The 
heavily censored memo — obtained 
by The ENQUIRER — says someone 
(name deleted) “wanted to know

SPEECHES BY JFK (left) hod brought him into 
conflict with French terrorists. At right is 
Souetre, photographed while he was coptoin 
in the French parachute commandos.

what investigation, if any, the Bu
reau conducted on Jean Souetre ... 
who was supposedly located in Dal
las, Tex., on 11/22/63, the day Presi
dent Kennedy was assassinated."

In his court papers, Fensterwald 
says Dr. Alderson told him he had 
been visited by the FBI and that the 
dentist said, "The FBI felt Souetre 
had either killed JFK or knew who 
had done it."

Souetre himself admitted to The 
ENQUIRER he was once a major 
suspect in a 1962 assassination at
tempt on de Gaulle. And according 
to the court papers. “All indications 
are that Souetre was a trained and 
experienced terrorist and perfectly 
capable of murder.”

But why would Souetre want to 
kill JFK? "Next to de Gaulle, the 
OAS despised President Kennedy 
the most,” Fensterwald's court docu
ment points out. “As a U.S. Senator,

he (Kennedy) made long 
and passionate speeches in 
favor of Algerian independ
ence. He quashed every at
tempt by the CIA and the 
U.S. military to aid the OAS 
in their fight to keep Algeria 
French ... they (the OAS) 
hated him (Kennedy) with a 
passion."

Today Souetre runs a ca
sino in the town of Divonne 
les Bains in France. When 
The ENQUIRER contacted 
him there, Souetre admitted 
he was once a suspect in the 
assassination attempt on de 
Gaulle but denied he had 
any part in the JFK assassi
nation.

Souetre insisted he wasn't 
in Dallas the day of the kill
ing — but he said he has 
learned that another French 
military officer who looks like

(Continued on next page) Nov. 2



Revealed in Killing That Shocked World 20 Years A^o
(Continued from preceding page) 

him was there that day. To this day, 
neither the Warren Commission nor 
any other official panel probing 
JFK's death has ever mentioned 
Souetre or a possible “French con
nection” in the case.

Richard Sprague, former director 
and chief counsel of the House As

sassinations Committee, told The 
ENQUIRER: “Neither the FBI nor 
CIA ever pointed out that it (a 
French connection) was an area 
they had made any inquiry on or 
checked into.

Tf I were still probing the assassi
nation today, it's certainly some
thing I’d want to investigate.”

Panel of Experts Probes...

4 Pieces Still Missing 
In Assassination Puzzle

Twenty years after John F. Kennedy 
was assassinated, four major questions still 
remain unanswered — and a blue-ribbon 
panel of highly qualified assassination ex
perts, assembled by The ENQUIRER, have 
examined them exhaustively.

Every one of the questions they discussed has 
two common elements. : log shows that the dis. 

Each one could throwj patcher loses contact with 
light on how and why the । Tippit around 1 p.m. — the 
President was killed — and [time the patrol car was seen 
none has ever been an-Outside Oswald’s rooming 
swered by the U.S. govern-s house,” said historian Dr. 
went. । David Wrone. And he be-

Here are those troubling lieves that suggests a link 
questions — and the experts’ ] between Oswald and the Dal- 
opinions. I las police.

• Where is President Ken-i • why didn’t the govern- 
nedy’s brain? ■ ment pay more attention to a

The President’s brain is'film showing one person in 
missing — and pathologists1 each of the three sixth-floor 
believe it could answer key : windows of the Texas School 
questions about the assassi
nation.

Records show that the 
brain was turned over to

MISSING FILM MYSTERY: Woman known as "babushka lady" (arrow) was tak
ing pictures in the direction of grassy knoll (top photo). Top picture is similar to 
the scene she was shooting — but the film disappeared.

Book Depository building — 
including the window from 
which Oswald fired at Ken
nedy? Experts say the film

shot by Charles Bronson, an her. They “identified them- 
amateur photographer, shows selves as either FBI or Se- 
three people. Yet the govern- cret Service men — she isn’t 
ment-appointed Warren Com- sure which,” Mack revealed.

Kennedy's former secretary 
Evelyn Lincoln in 1965 while 
she was working at the Na
tional Archives. Since then, 
the brain has disappeared.

But a thorough analysis of 
it could reveal “where the 
shots came from, what their 
angle was, whether there 
could have been more than 
one shot to the head and 
much more.” said famed pa
thologist Dr. Cyril Wecht.

® Who was the mystery 
policeman who came calling 
on Lee Harvey Oswald min
utes after the assassination?

After Kennedy was gun
ned down, Oswald hurried
into 
house

his Dalias rooming -
to change clothes.

While he was there, a Dallas * 
police car pulled up outside, 
tooted its horn twice, then 
slowly pulled away, accord
ing to Oswald’s landlady 
Mrs. Earlene Roberts.

Experts believe the mys- , 
tery cop could have been t 
Officer J.D. Tippit, the man 
Oswald allegedly shot dead 
10 minutes later.

“The Dallas police radio

£

PEOPLE IN WINDOW MYSTERY: Worren Commission 
says Oswald alone shot Kennedy from Texas School 
Book Depository window (arrow). They discounted one 
film that shows three people in rhe sixth-floor windows.

mission concluded that Os-
wald acted alone. 

Assassination

“The men told her they
understood she had taken a 

researcher movie of the assassination
Gary Mack, who saw the scene. When she replied that 
film, said: "The room in she had. but had not yet had 
which Oswald was supposed the film developed, they po- 
to be has three windows. It Htely offered to do it for her, 
was possible to see three peo- free of charge.
pie — two standing, one "She handed over the film 
crouching — behind the win- — and has never seen it or 
dows. The film presents a the men who took it since, 
massive problem for the gov- Her view of the grassy knoll 
ernment, which insists that was unimpeded, her camera 
Oswald was the assassin in an excellent one capable of 
that room and he acted recording everything on the 
alone.” grassy knoll.

• What happened to the "But we’ll never know 
film taken by a woman at the what was in her movie." 
assassination scene? _____

Photographs taken at the The ENQUIRER’S blue-rib- 
time of the assassination £>n panel of experts Included: 
show a woman filming the Jr. Cyril Wecht, a lawyer sod 
crene with an exnensive doctM “d >“’el “ember of scene witn an expensive the House Assassinations Com- 
movie camera. She had a mmw. Harold Welsberg, for- 
clear view of the grassy mer Intelligence agent. Senate 
knoll, the area where numer- Investigator snd author of sev- 
ous eye-witnesses reported eral books on the Kennedy as-
hearing shots fired. sasslnatiOD; Dr. David Wrone, a

The woman, known as the professor of history at the 
“babushka lady" because of University of Wisconsin; Jack .. ... . ... WhW» nnA<Aaranhlp avnArt
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the scarf (also called a “ba
bushka") on her head, was 
Beverly Oliver and she had 
worked for Jack Ruby, Os
wald’s killer, until shortly 
before the assassination.

While she was working 
the Monday after the assassi
nation, two men approached

White» photographic expert
who served as a consultant to 
the House Assassinations Com
mittee, and Gary Mack, a lead
ing assassination investigator.

More JFK Stories ’ 
On Next Pages j



Kennedy Children Scarred for I
The Kennedy assassina

tions have left deep scars on 
the Kennedy kids — affect
ing them to this day, admit 
friends and psychiatric ex
perts.

The children of John, Robert and 
Edward Kennedy, as well as those 
of Eunice Shriver, Pat Lawford and 
Jean Smith, were so traumatized by 
the slayings they will never be able 
to lead normal lives, say the ex
perts.

Some have turned to drugs and wild 
living; others are withdrawn and suspi
cious of strangers. Others have even re
fused to tell people that their last name 
is Kennedy.

"Many of the children felt that they 
were cursed — that people were actually 
out to eliminate all Kennedys," said an 
insider.

As a result of the tragedies, he said, 
Caroline shies away from the public. 

John seems to wander without any sense 
of direction. He doesn’t want anything 
to do with politics.

"David and Robert Kennedy (sons of 
RFK) had drug problems. Many of the 
other boys did wild things and were un
controllable.

"Caroline, John, Robert’s children 
Kathleen and Joe and Ted’s daughter 
Kara went through periods when they 
wouldn’t tell anybody their last names.”

Jamie Auchincloss, half brother of 
Jackie Kennedy Onassis, told The EN
QUIRER. "The violent deaths have had 
a devastating effect on the lives of all 
the Kennedy children. This new genera
tion of Kennedys has been traumatized 
and their potential for successful lives 
has been diminished.

"Many have shied away from profes
sional careers because of a lack of ambi
tion — based in part on their desire to 
stay out of the public spotlight.

"Because of the violence that has 
plagued the family, the young Kennedys 
say they have a sense of doom. They 
have a belief that a curse is on the 
family — and many of them say they 
live in fear.”

Many of the older Kennedys have got
ten death threats, the insider added. 
/This has always made the children 
watchful of strangers and fearful. Most 
of the kids had some type of body
guards.”

A Kennedy family friend confided, 
The Kennedy young people have an al

most paranoid view of life — fearful of

congressmen 
. ^oobt Oswald

u-i Assassin
More than one out of five U.S. con

gressmen polled don’t believe the find
ings of the Warren Commission, an EN
QUIRER survey reveals.

We asked 100 members of the House 
of Representatives: "Do you believe the 
conclusions of the Warren Commission 
— that Lee Harvey Oswald, acting alone, 
assassinated President Kennedy?”

Incredibly. 21 of the 100 congressmen 
responded with a flat-out no. Another 17 
said they weren't sure that the report 
was correct.

... Say Friends and Psychiatrists
more tragedy facing them every step of 
the way. It's because of this fear that 
Bobby and David turned to hard drugs."

It’s no blessing to be born a Kennedy 
— it's a curse, says a psychiatrist.

Being raised without the influence of 
a father is a great disadvantage later in
life, particularly to boys, 
psychiatrist Danilo Ponce.

according to

"In his younger years, a boy needs
face-to-face contact with a father to
learn how to make his way in the world. 
The Kennedy boys will be uncomfort
able and at a disadvantage when it 
comes to obtaining success," said Dr. 
Ponce, professor of psychiatry at the 
University of Hawaii medical school.

The Kennedy kids are under a lot 
of stress because they have inherited 
an "impossible-to-live-up-to legacy," he

added. In order to live up to their fa
mous fathers, "Not only must they de
vote their lives to public service, be 
elected President or hold other high of
fice — but they must also die tragically 
and young."

Dr. Jaime Quintanilla, clinical pro
fessor of psychiatry at Texas Tech Uni
versity School of Medicine in Amarillo, 
Tex., added. “The assassinations were 
likely to have left the Kennedy kids with 
deep and lasting scars, and as a conse
quence. they will be impaired the rest of 
their lives. ■

CAROLINE THEN: JFK's doughter shores quiet moment with her dad.
JOHN TODAY: He's inherit 
acy and wants nothing to do

Ted's Nightmare —
Ted Kennedy is still haunted by the terrible 

fear that he’ll be shot down like brothers John 
and Robert — and even today he’ll cringe at the 
sound of a car backfiring.

And despite tight security and bodyguards that cost
the Kennedy family over 
$200,000, the Massachusetts 
Senator gets extremely ner
vous in public places, insid
ers reveal.

"The years have failed to 
dampen the nightmare that Ted 
suffers — that at any time he could 
become the third Kennedy to be 
murdered," said a close family 
friend.

“It’s a fear that haunts him 
daily.”

Said one insider: "Being out in 
the open among strangers makes 
him very nervous.

"Even though he has armed 
plainclothes security men with him 
at all times, his eyes are constantly 
darting about the crowd and to
ward nearby rooftops for any suspi
cious-looking person — or the glint 
of metal that could be a gun.

CAROLINE TODAY: She shies "I remember seeing him when 
oway from the public. he attended the premiere of a new

Ted 
and 
he 
him 
and

A 
“Te 
Tra 
an (play on Broadway. As he walked 

through the crowd to the steps of 
the theater, a car backfired.

look of horror came over the

HAUNTED BY FEAR that he could 1 
murdered, Ted is visibly nervous ii



a rough leg- 
:th politics.

JOHN THEN: A little boy's sad farewell.

More People Recognize 
Oswald Than V.P. Bush

Despite the passage of 20 years since Lee 
Harvey Oswald gunned down President Ken
nedy, nearly half the people we polled still rec
ognized Oswald from his picture.

In fact, far more people knew Oswald than 
recognized Vice President George Bush in a 
similar ENQUIRER survey!

Amazingly, more than 47 percent of the 
400 people we polled in seven cities identified 
Oswald from his picture — but only 38 percent 
correctly named Bush in a recent poll.

Will He Be Next?
face. He jumped with fright 
m into the theater. Clearly, 
iught someone had shot at 
mil aides calmed him down 
id him it was a passing car.” 
nur Lester David, who wrote
Kennedy: Triumphs and 

lies," recalled an incident at 
door festival that shook Ted.
was in a crowd and suddenly 

was a loud bang. It was prob-

■he third Kennedy brother 
ablic places.

ably a balloon bursting. But Ted 
cringed visibly as the blood rushed 
from his face. He was badly shak
en, obviously thinking someone 
had shot at him.”

And a former White House cor
respondent, who was with Ted sev
eral years ago while he was cam
paigning for a local Democratic 
politician, recalled:

“Ted was in an open convertible 
waving at the crowd when a car 
backfired. Ted turned absolutely 
white and started to duck. His secu
rity men reached for their guns.

“It was all over in a moment, but 
Teddy was white for minutes. 
Sweat was pouring down his face.

“Later he said. 'What can I do — 
become a hermit?’ ’’

A Boston news reporter recalled 
that during a recent speech to the 
Chamber of Commerce in Massa
chusetts, the curtain behind the 
podium kept moving — and Ted 
flinched when he noticed it.

“He was obviously very troubled 
by it." said the newsman. “On two 
or three occasions it caused him to 
lose his train of thought.”

Said the close family friend: 
"The bulk of the $200,000 the 
Kennedy clan pays out each year 
for Ted’s protection is in salaries

for his security aides. He has a number of 
former FBI agents on the payroll.

“The salaries are paid by the Kennedys 
themselves, not the U.S. taxpayers.

“Ted insists on very tight security,

particularly when he's traveling. I've 
never known him to travel under his own 
name. And he gets very angry if word 
leaks out about his whereabouts when he's 
on a private weekend away from home."

More JFK Stories on Next Pages !



Just Released — Russia s Official Version of the Assassination

The CIA Did It!

JUST A PATSY? Oswald-(center) was liquidated by Jock Ruby 
(right) to keep him from talking, according to rhe Russians.

The CIA murdered John F. Kennedy ... 
Lee Harvey Oswald was a “patsy” who didn’t 
fire the fatal shots . .. and “at least three 
other assassins fired at the President.

Those are the startling conclusions of the Soviet 
Union’s just-published official version of President 
Kennedy’s assassination.

In a book titled "Echo of the Shots in Dallas” — pub
lished by Novosti, the official Soviet news agency 
veteran journalists Sergei Losev and Vitaly 
Petrusienko say their "independent in
vestigation” reveals that:

• The CIA conspired with the Penta
gon. the Mafia, defense contractors and 
big U.S. oil companies to assassi
nate JFK.

*'The C1A was furious be
cause JFK refused to let 
U.S Air Force planes help 
CIA mercenaries win the 
Bay of Pigs attack on Cuba.

• The CIA wanted to stop 
JFK from cutting U.S. mili
tary involvement in Viet
nam. and from seeking 
friendlier ties with Russia.

• The CIA didn’t want 
JFK to up the tax bite on 
their longtime allies — the OSWALD'S RIFLE was "too inaccurate 
CLTUChC's words: ,0 hit ony°ne/' “Y the Russians. 
Tn addition to these eie- death two days after the assassination of 
ments there was the Amer- ■ Kennedy. Evidence indicates he was sup- 
ican Mafia, to whom the loss; posed to be eliminated earlier, actually on 
of Cuban business meant the very day of the assassination, and not in 
StW million in lost revenues: Dallas, but somewhere outside of Dallas.
from casinos, hotels and nar- ‘ 
colics."

The authors claim that Os
wald was a low-level CIA 
agent, who made his well- 
known trip to Russia to pass 
false information about the 
U.S. radar net around Japan 
to the Soviets.

But the authors say Rus-, 
sian intelligence didn't fall 
for the scheme. After Os-

"All the conspirators wanted to do was

establish his traces in the area of the 
crime. After the crime ... the con
spirators were afraid he would 
break down and reveal some of the 
information at his disposal. That’s 
why Jack Ruby was ordered to liqui
date him."

To further hide their crime, the 
book states, the CIA stole JFK’s body 
briefly Just after the assassination — 
and had bullet fragments removed.

The book states: “The brain was 
taken out of the body so that the bul
let fragments could be removed and 
their channels obliterated. The

brain was then replaced in the skull 
prior to the official autopsy."

The book adds that the doctor who 
performed the official autopsy 
didn’t know that JFK’s brain had 
been tampered with.

The Soviet authors also blame the 
CIA for the assassination of Robert 
F. Kennedy five years later. The 
book states:

“The logical conclusion of the Dal
las tragedy was the assassination in 
1968 of Robert Kennedy, to elimi
nate the return of a Kennedy to the 
White House."

Haunting Legacy of the Kennedy Killing

Mysterious Deaths Mount to 25
wakl failed his mission and

The long list of people associated with the JFK slaying whol^^^^^X,™  ̂
have died mysteriously, and often violently, continues to grow — ln "* C’^ ^ ^^ ^^ _ , ------------------------ ----------------- -- *0 returning to rhe U.S. in lot# 1974 ora.j iauea ms mission ana f , f ar , 

turned to the U.S., the CIA dl ^dSl ZD people are
went to great lengths to on it now.
build him up as a Communist! in the past eight years 
sympathizer, say the au-lfour mQ names were 
thors. etched in blood on the ma-"Oswald was prepared as a . x t 
patsy, as an ideal instrument ca^re list: two top crime 
to cover up the truth of the lords with ties to the CIA;
crime " Ja cult leader once consid-

And the book states flatly J cred a suspect in the 
oflrc 7h^' Kennedy slaying, and ashots that killed President IKennedy. His rifle was too' Cub,an

inaccurate to hit anyone. implicated both the CIA 
- Al least three people j and the Mafia in the JFK 

(Other than Oswald) shot at {murder.
Kennedy, some from the,' The 25th name was added 
grassy knoll (near the build-1 to the bizarre death list last

Shot himself
Sam Giancana 
Gunned down

Enni LaBaran 
Suicide victim

returning to the U.S. in lore 1974 or

ing Oswald was in). i July 31 when Jose Braulio
The exact number of bul-; Aleman, while being riddled 

lets that hit Kennedy’s head I by a hail of bullets in a shoot- 
will never be established. ; out with Miami police, put

"While the limousine was i his own gun to his head, 
advancing toward the grassy; Aleman, son of a pre-Cas- 
Knoll, he was shot head-on. i(r0 Cuban government offi-

.’Si.^i'Li.^ and heir to a fortune
' natiohalI estimated at between $29Page 34 enquirer i million and $200 million, had

testified in September 1978 
about the alleged role of the 
Mafia and the CIA in the 
plot to kill JFK.

He fingered Florida mob 
boss Santos Trafficante as a 
key figure in the slaying con
spiracy. For five years after
ward, he lived in fear.

On July 31, Aleman — by 
now nearly broke and in hid
ing in Miami — went ber
serk. He shot and killed one 
relative and wounded three

Lit doyt before he w« scheduled 
(o testify about his dealings with the 
CIA In alleged plots to kill Fidel Castro 
ond President Kennedy, Gloncona was 
gunned down in his own kitchen.

JOHNNY ROSELLI
Found murdered Aug. 7, 1976

Roselli, Gioneono's closest friend 
ond organized crime associate, van
ished Aug. I, 1976, shortly, after word 
leaked out he was appearing before the 
some Senate Intelligence Committee 
that hod summoned Giancana the year

others. During an ensuing 
gun battle with police. Ale
man turned his pistol on 
himself. Police say his own 
bullet killed him.

Since 1975, three notori
ous criminals whose names 
were linked to the Kennedy 
murder also met swift
deaths. They were:

SAM "MOMO" GIANCANA 
Murdered Jun« 19, 1975 

Shortly otter the JFK slaying in
1963, Chicago mobarec Giancana dit 
oooeored, turning up in on apparent

before. Six doys after be disappeared, 
RomIITs body was found In a Moled 55- 
gallon oil drum near Miami, Fla. Both 
Roselli and Giancana hod been linked 
to the CIA plat to kill Cwtro.

ERVIL “EVIL" LHAKON
Found dead Aug. 16, 1981

LeBaron, leader of a cult of about 
150 followers, wot ten fenced to 12 
years in prison for the murder of hit 
brother, and wot serving o life sentence 
for another murder when he was found 
dead in his cell at Utah State Prison. 
Officials believed the 56-year-old killer 
killed himself.

An FBI memo implicating LeBaron 
in the JFK killing ond doted Jan. 27, 
1964 — when rhe FBI was publicly in
sisting that Lee Harvey Oswald was the 
sole killer of the President — said that 

(Continued on next page) N„ ,



(Continued from 
preceding page)

ueBcuon “is believed to hove been re- 
sponsible for President Kennedy’s
death

Here are the other 21 peo
ple on the J EK death list:

LEE HARVEY OSWALD
Murdered Nov. 24, 1963

Oswald was gunned dawn by Jock 
Ruby m ihe Dallas police station Sun
day. >wo dovs after JFK was killed.

JACK ZANGETTI
c ouna murdered December 1963

Mysterious Deaths
; cor struck Rose, crushing her skull. 
! DOROTHY KILGALLEM
! Found deod Nov. 8, 1965

During Jock Ruby's trioMor murder- 
; ing Oswald, columnist Dorothy Kil- 
gollen hod on interview with Ruby. She 
told her makeup mon she wos going to 
"break the Kennedy assassination wide 
open within five days.” Three days later

The boy belote Oswold wos shot, 
Zongetfi, mcnoger of 0 motel complex I 
tn Oklohomo, roid friends, “A mon • 
named Jock Ruby will kill Oswflld i

Dorothy wos found dead in her 
York oportment.

WILLIAM PtTZtR
Found dead Oct. 29, 1966

Fq< years U.S. Navy Lieut. Williom 
tumorrpw ond in a fe» pays q member । pirzer kept rhe secret of the autopsy of 
O' me Rank Sinono family will be kid- President Kennedy. Pitter hod photo-

nwuy from the oisoijinotion." On De
: grophed the outopsy and wos in.

(ember 8. Honk Sinatra )'. wQ$ kid. ; |n |966 pitIef wQ$ foun(J ^ wjth Q 
neared, and late- released unharmed j bullet m his head

sotion, Zongetti was found deod, with .

BETTY MOOHEY MocDOHALD 
Combined suicide Februory 1964

JACK RUBY 
Died Jon, 3, 1967 

Concer cloimed his life. The next
• doy his attorneys charged negligence 
j by Dallas authorities who had custody 

A former stripper m Jock Ruby’s Co- ot Ruby They soid offieio|s ignwd hi, 
I ousel Club. Betty hod been to 0 porty ( comp|Qin.$ thol he was ill.
attended by Oswald. She wos arrested •

spiring to kill Kennedy. In January 
1974, former CIA executive Victor 
Marchetti revealed that a CIA execu* 
tivc instructed an agent to give "Show 
all the help he needs" during the Gorri- 
son investigation. Several months later 
Shaw was found deod In his home.

GEORGE 4e MOHRENSCHILDT 
Committed suicide March 29, 1977
De Mohranschildt, 65, shot himself 

to death in Monolopon, Flo., only hours 
after learning thot on investigator tor 
the House assassinations committee 
wonted to Interview him. De Mohren- ' 
schildt once testified that be hod been 
a clast friend of Oswald.

CARLOS PRIO SOCARRAS
Committed suicide April 5, 1977
Exactly o week after de Mohren- 

schildt took his life, former Cuban 
President Carlos Prio Socorros, o one
time business associate of Jock Ruby, 
fired a bullet into his own chest.

KENNEDY'S GRAVE SITE in Arlington National 
Cemetery is never visited by his family.

♦ ot fighting with het roommote ond on 
hour later she was dead. She was found

round deed Mo»ch 17, 1964
Killam, husband o* Wanda Killam 

who wos also o snippet tor Ruby, was 
associated not only with Ruby but with 
John Carter, who lived in the some

Kennedy Family Never Visits
Ferri,-os'oc?A«n'^t pitot-ho I The grave sites of President John F.

hod uown Cuba on secret mis. Kennedy and his assassin Lee Harvey Oswald
sions. In eorly 1967 New Orleans Dis- _ j l i • ***** ^* * ** *•**
irict Attorney Jim Garrison Questioned I STG HS UUlCrCDt 2S day and IH^llt, Dllt tn One FC' ,
him on the theory thot Ferrie hod flown 
the real murderers out of Dallas. A

; month ofter he wos questioned Ferrie 
i was found deod in his apartment.

,oom,nS house a, Oswald. Four ; ELADIO DEL VALLI
to.®; Murder.0Feb.2l, 1967 

found deod on o Pensacola, Fla., street : n , / ,
his throot was Sloshed ' Oh the some day as Ferric s death.

Alli UHMTtB hli close friend Eladio Del Voile, a
_,. •! mxj I *«l,hy exiled Cuban, wos murdered.

_ ed April 1964 I Del Voile, who hod flown with Ferrie on
Hunter, 35, on aword-winmng news-। >eCret missions to Cuba, was found 

man, hoa met with Ruby $ attorney j with a bullet wound in his heart. 
Tom Howard at Ruby's oportment only

months Imei Hunter wos accidentally : 
sno’ >o death by a policeman ;

GARY UNDERHILL 
Found deod May 8, 1964 

Underhill, a CIA agent, told friends i 
he knew who killed President Kennedy I

Or May 8, 1964, in Washington, 
UnoerhiH died of gunshot

JIM KOETHE

DR. MARY SHERMAH 
Murdered June 1967

Another of Ferrie's friends. Or. 
Mory Sherman was shot to death.

DR. NICHOLAS CHITTA
Died May 1968

In o mocobre twist of fate, the coro
ner himself, who performed autopsies 
on both Ferrie and Dr. Sherman, died of 
0 heart ottock.

CLYDE JOHNSON
Murdered July 1969

Johnson, 37 — who hod attended 
parties with Ferrie, Ruby ond Oswald —A Dctiios Times Herold reporter,1 -

K»l« 30 hoo ol» me: -ith Ruby's ! t01 10 "’"'Y <■' “» con.plrocy triol 
mm.^ey rhe some time os Huorer did. : wos Fo^cting. Johnson

a k or at e chop to the ’hroot.

TOM HOWARD 
Died March 1965

Howard. Ruby'' attorney, died of a ' 
llm« "U* I

i verely he hod to be hospitolited. Five 
■ months Inter he was shot to death

JOSEPH A. MILTEER 
Died Feb. 22, 1974

Miheer, o right-wing extremist, was
heart attack m Dallas. 'He was seen, secretly toped by Miami police as he de- 
ocung strangely two doys before h.s i ,oi|ed *i)h ^ify,™ OCC(JfOCy how JFK 
death and no autopsy wqs performed." • ...................... ■* ■ • •

ROSE CHERAMI 
Killed Sept. 4, 1965 

Two doys before the JFK murder, 
Rose, o snippet tot Ruby, hod told hos-

President was going to be killed. ■ 
Cheromi also ’old police she hod seen • 
Oswald in Ruby’s club many times, j

; would be killed — 13 days before the 
. assassination. On Feb. 9, 1974, a Coie- 
i mon stove blew up in his bathroom. 
; Two weeks (ote< Milteet died of burns 
i he suffered in the fire — but o morti- 
। cion who saw the body said the bums 
i weren't severe enough to be fatal.

CLAY SHAW 
Died Aug. 15, 1974 

Show, o weohhy businessmen, wos

spect they are remark
ably similar — neither 

. man’s tomb is visited 
by his family.

Kennedy’s final resting 
place is a meticulously main
tained 3.2-acre grave site 
in the solemn grandeur of 
Arlington National Ceme
tery outside Washington, 
D.C.

“Some 3.5 million people 
visit the cemetery every 
year, and the Kennedy grave 
is the most popular stopping 

^ . ; place,” said Courtenay Wel
ton, spokesman for Arling
ton National Cemetery.

"I have been employed 
here for eight years and as 
far as I know, the former 
First Lady and the Presi
dent's children have never 
been here during that time," 
added Welton, whose office 
handles arrangements for 
all visiting dignitaries and 
VIPS, and would be in
formed if members of Ken
nedy’s family visited the 
grave site.

Meanwhile, the remains of

never visit the grave site, I 
can tell you that," declared 
an employee of the ceme
tery, Rose Hill Memorial 
Park.

Enquirer Team 
That Worked on 
JFK Special

This ENQUIRER spe
cial section, on the 20th 
anniversary of the assas
sination of President Ken
nedy, was produced bj a 
team of 56 editors, report
ers, researchers, corre
spondents and photo 
staff. These were the peo
ple involved:
HHI« IDITORS: Poul F. L«*r. Don 
Schwan; «H»AL STAFF »n«: 
Robot G. Smith; ARTICLI EDITORS: 
Richard Baker, Stephen Coz, Lorry Holty, 
Charles Parmiter, Joseph Policy; AS
SOCIATE EDITORS: Col Grothmonn. 
Morsho Moy, Brion Wolkx; ASSISTANT 
EDITORS: Michael Gross, Bill Honway, 
Sown Kroirwiki, James Meyers. Tom 
Smith; SENIOR REPORTERS; Jahn 
South. Dovid Wright; REPORTERS: Roger

Nealy two years later, □ hit-and-run । tried by Garrison and acquitted of con-

OSWALD'S remains lie 
in a Texas cemetery.

; Lee Harvey Oswald lie in a 
lonely cemetery near Arling
ton, Tex., that’s bordered by 
a junkyard and an interstate 
highway.

“His wife and children

Do You Think There Was a Conspiracy Behind

Km, William E. O'Neill. Jerry Oppenheim
er. Matin RoibovUy, SENIOR PHOTO 
EDITOR: John Cathcart, PHOTO EDI
TORS: Bill Grobom. Donald McLachlan, 
Bernard O.A Scott, Valerie Virga; RE
SEARCH STAFF; Mireyo Abreu, Pamela 
Ashbaugh, Priscilla Badger, Jennifer Car
dozo. Carol Godwin, Frances B. Jacobson, 
Sandro Juni, Dorothea Kelsey, Sylvia Kin
grey, Barbaro Koskie, Paige Kroger, Mot. 
the MoHen; SENIOR EDITORIAL ASSIS
TANT: Frederick Marlowe; CORRE
SPONDENTS: Bennet Bolton, Jan Bom, 
Harold Brecher, Pat Ferrin, Carol Frakes.

JFK Murder? Phone in Your Vote
Patrick Wilkins

Do you believe there alone — or was he part of a
was a conspiracy behind plot to kill Kennedy?
the assassination of Pres
ident John F. Kennedy?

Here is YOUR chance to
tell the world what you think 

• by dialing one of our conven-

YES: 900-7204330 
NO: 900-720-4333

Almost from the moment pent "900” numbers.
shots rang out on that tragic- If you say YES, there
day in Dallas, a controversy i was 
lias raged over who was re-1 the

a conspiracy behind 
President's assassina-

sponsible for the President’s | tion, then call 900-720-4330.
death Did one assassin act I If you say NO, there was

no conspiracy, then call 900- 
720-4333.

If you normally dial “I" 
before placing a long-dis
tance call, then dial "1” be
fore calling either ”900’’ 
number. After dialing the

number, wait until you hear 
a recorded message saying 
that the call is completed, 
then hang up. Your vote will 
be recorded automatically.

The polls will be open 24 
hours a day from November 
14 through November 21.

The only cost to you for a 
call will be 50 cents on your 
monthly phone bill.

We’ll carry the results of 
the poll in our issue on sale 
December 6. Let us know 
what you think.

Starting Next Week
Read the blockbuster new 

book that gives a no-holds- 
barred look at the young 
Kennedys — and tells how 
they survived booze, drugs 
and even death threats, 
while growing up In Amer
ica’s most famous dynasty. 
It’s all In “Growing Up 
Kennedy: The Third Wave 
Comes of Age,” exclusive in 

| The ENQUIRER.



A^C.I.A. Cable Sought to Discredit 
Critics of the Warren Commission

A'

The Central Intelligence Agency has friendly elite contacts, especially politic 
often argued that its worldwide propa- , cians and editors," -
ganda efforts are intended only to alter 
the climate of public opinion in other 
countries and that any “fallout” reach
ing the eyes and ears of Americans 
is both unavoidable and unintentional.

But a CJA. document, recently de
classified under the Freedom of Infor- 
matipn Act, provides a detailed ac
count of at least one instance in which 
tit* agency mustered its propaganda 
machinery to support an issue of far 
more concern to Americans, and to the 
GIA. itself, than to citizens of other 
countries.;

This was the conclusion of the War
ren Commission that Lee Harvey Os
wald alone was responsible for the as- 
gMsination of President Kennedy.

In a cable sent to some of its over
seas stations and bases on April 1, 
1967, GIA. headquarters began by re
calling that “from the day of President 
Kennedy's assassination on, there has 
been speculation about the responsibil
ity for his murder.”

Such speculation, the cable said, was 
"stemmed for a time” by the release 
of the Warren Commission’s report in 
eeriy 1964. But, the cable noted: "Vari
ola writers have now had time to scan 
the Commission's published report and 
documents for new pretexts for ques
tioning, and there has been a new wave 
Of books and articles criticizing the 
Commission's findings."

"This trend of opinion Is a matter 
of concern to the U.S. Government, in
cluding our organization," the C.LA. 
soldi adding that the agency was “di
rectly involved” in the matter because 
"among other facts, we contributed in- 
formation to the investigation."

"Conspiracy theories," the cable 
went on, “have frequently thrown sus- 
Cicion on our organization, for example 
y falsely alleging that Lee Harvey Os

wald worked for us. The aim of this 
dispatch' is to provide material for 
countering and discrediting the claims 
qf the conspiracy theorists, so as to 
inhibit circulation of such claims in 
other countries.”

The C.I.A. was careful to caution its 
stations overseas not to initiate a dis
cussion “of the assassination question" 
where such a discussion was “not al
ready taking place.” But where such 
discussions were under way, C.LA. offi
cers abroad were directed to “discuss 
the publicity problem with liaison an<|

and to “employ 
propaganda assets to answer and re
fute the attacks of the critics.”

“Book reviews and feature articles,” 
the cable said, “are particularly appro-. 
priate for this purpose."

Among the arguments that the agen
cy suggested were that the Warren ' 
Commission had conducted ‘'as thor
ough an investigation as humanly pos- ’ 
sible, that the charges of the critics .;
are without serious foundation, and J 
that further speculative discussion only J 
plays into the bands of the opposition.’*

"Point out also," the cable directed, 
"that parts of the conspiracy talk ap- (J 
pear to be deliberately generated by. ,'A 
Communist propagandists?’ ;;

Two of the strongest critics of the 
Warren Commission, Edward Jay Ep- \ 
stein and Mark Lane, were singled out ■■ 
for attack. “Although Mark Lane’s A 
book is much less convincing than Ep- 
stein’s and comes off badly where con- ’ t 
tested by knowledgeable critics,” the 
cable said, in a reference to Mr. Lane’s 
book, ‘Rush to Judgment,’ it is also . 
much' more difficult to answer as a. 
whole, as one becomes lost in a morass 
of unrelated details.”

These critics and others, the C.LA. 
said, should be depicted as “wedded 
to theories adopted before the evidence ' 
was in,” politically or financially “in- 
terested” in disproving the commis- ; 
sion's conclusion, “hasty or inaccurate 
in their research, or infatuated with, ■ ■ 
their own theories.” ?

Such critics, the cable advised, “have 
often been enticed by a form of intel- . i 
lectual pride: They light on some .< 
theory and fall in love with it; they ,. i 
also scoff at the commission because ; ’ 
it did not always answer every ques- '; 
tion with a flat decision one way or , ;> 
the other. ’

■ “Actually, the makeup of the. 
commission and its staff was an. .^ 
excellent safeguard against overcoat- 
mitment to any one theory, or against 
the illicit transformation of probabil- J 
' ities into certainties.” 4

In what was perhaps a burst of j; 
professional pride, C.LA. headquarters 'j 
asked that it also be pointed out that 
“Oswald would not have been any sen- $ 
sible person’s choice for a co-conspira- i s 
tor—he was a ‘loner,’ mixed up, of ; 
questionable reliability and an un-.. .; 
known quantity to any professional in
telligence service.” ;,
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Oswald f 
Friend
A Spy■|
Informant For CIA 
Knew Assassin Well

■WASHDiGTON (UPI) l 

Georgette Mohrenschildt, who 
knew Lee Harvey Omid 
“intimately" io the months 
before the death of John F. 
-Kennedy, was a CIA inform
ant according to ooce-secret 
intelligence memos. '- 

’ De Mohrenschildt wu con
sidered a key witness by the 
Bosse Assassinations Com- 
mitteewhen be died of a gi&- 
shot wound to the bead in 
March 1977 in Manalapan, 
Til,- far what local authorities 
-said was an apparent suicide.

At the time; Rep. Richard
son Preyer, D-N.C, a commit
tee member; said de Mohren- 
schildt was a “crucial witness 
... based- on the new 
information be had. Be knew 
Oswald intimately." 
- Some conspiracy advocates 
believe'-de Mohrenschildt 
couldhave provided evidence 
that ^.Oswald was not acting 
falone/as the Warren Commie- : 
sion concluded he did, in kill 
ing^Kennedy on Nov. 22,1943. 
The- committee’s public bear
ings‘this fall are expected to 
Yeview-the'deMohrenschildt

-'Revelation of de Mohren- 
schildt*s dear CIA ties came 
in documents obtained under 
the Freedom of Information 
Act by Michael Levy, a 31- 
year-old freelance researcher. 
. One memo -i by - Richard 
Brims, then ’CIA deputy 
director for plans, said de 
Mohrenschildt, a Russian-born 
petroleum geologist, applied 
for a job with the CIA in 1942 
but-was-rejected "because be 
was', alleged to be-a Nazi 
Espionage agent" • • ' ■ ■ " 
>< Reims, who later became 
CIA 'director, also said de 
Morhenschildt took a 1957 
trip, to Yugoslavia and pro- 
vided the CIA with "foreign 
intelligence which was 
promptly disseminated to 
other, federal agencies in 10 
Separate reports.”
? A separate memo indicated 
de. Mohrenschildt also fur- 
nixbed lengthy reports to the 
CIA on his 1953 travels 
through Mexico and Panama. 
a^ De-Mohrenschildt was liv- 
ihg in the Dallas area when 
Oswald returned from a 2%- 
year stay in the Soviet Union: 
in June 1962,' and "the memo 
said be* and " his wife became 
"well'acquainted” with the 
Oswalds.
fclClA memo, whose author 
wasdeleted, described de 
Mohrenschildt -as-a "dubious 
character,"'citing his alleged 
communist sympathies. ": ~



ed a tough leg- 
। with politics.

JOHN THEN: A little boy's sad farewell.

More People Recognize 
Oswald Than V.P. Bush

Despite the passage of 20 years since Lee 
Harvey Oswald gunned down President Ken
nedy, nearly half the people we polled still rec
ognized Oswald from his picture.

In fact, far more people knew Oswald than 
recognized Vice President George Bush in a 
similar ENQUIKER survey!

Amazingly, more than 47 percent of the 
400 people we polled in seven cities identified 
Oswald from his picture — but only 38 percent 
correctly named Bush in a recent poll.

Will He Be Next?
i s face. He jumped with fright 
ran into the theater. Clearly, 

thought someone had shot at 
। until aides calmed him down 
told him it was a passing car."

.uthor Lester David, who wrote 
■d Kennedy: Triumphs and 
gedies," recalled an incident at 
lutdoor festival that shook Ted.
He was in a crowd and suddenly 
re was a loud bang. It was prob-

be the third Kennedy brother 
i public places.

ably a balloon bursting. But Ted 
cringed visibly as the blood rushed 
from his face. He was badly shak
en, obviously thinking someone 
had shot at him.”

And a former White House cor
respondent, who was with Ted sev
eral years ago while he was cam
paigning for a local Democratic 
politician, recalled:

“Ted was in an open convertible 
waving at the crowd when a car 
backfired. Ted turned absolutely 
white and started to duck. His secu
rity men reached for their guns.

“It was all over in a moment, but 
Teddy was white for minutes. 
Sweat was pouring down his face.

“Later he said. ‘What can I do — 
become a hermit?' ”

A Boston news reporter recalled 
that during a recent speech to the 
Chamber of Commerce in Massa
chusetts, the curtain behind the 
podium kept moving — and Ted 
flinched when he noticed it.

“He was obviously very troubled 
by it,” said the newsman. "On two 
or three occasions it caused him to 
lose his train of thought."

Said the close family friend: 
“The bulk of the $200,000 the 
Kennedy clan pays out each year 
for Ted's protection is in salaries

for his security aides. He has a number of 
former FBI agents on the payroll.

"The salaries are paid by the Kennedys 
themselves, not the U.S. taxpayers.

"Ted insists on very tight security,

particularly when he's traveling. I've 
never known him to travel under his own 
name. And he gets very angry if word 
leaks out about his whereabouts when he's 
on a private weekend away from home.”

More JFK Stories on Next Page^l



Just Released ^* Russia's Official Version of the Assassination U

The CIA Did It!
The CIA murdered John F. Kennedy ... 

Lee Harvey Oswald was a “patsy” who didn’t
fire the fatal shots and “at least three
other assassins fired at the President.

Those are the startling conclusions of the Soviet 
Union’s just-published official version of President
Kennedy’s assassination.

In a book titled “Echo of the Shots in Dallas” — pub
lished by Novosti, the official Soviet news agency — 
veteran journalists Sergei Losev and Vitaly 
Petrusienko say their “independent in
vestigation" reveals that:

• The CIA conspired with the Penta
gon. the Mafia, defense contractors and 
big U.S. oil companies to assassi
nate JFK.
• The CIA was furious be- 

cauft JFK refused to let 
U.S. Air Force planes help 
CIA mercenaries win the 
Bay of Pigs attack on Cuba.
• The CIA wanted to stop 

JFK from cutting U.S. mili
tary involvement in Viet-
nam, and from seeking 
friendlier ties with Russia.

• The CIA didn’t want 
JFK to up the tax bite on 
their longtime allies — the 
big oil companies.

And in the book’s words:

■ I*1

OSWALD'S RIFLE wos “too inaccurate 
to hit anyone," say the Russians.

JUST A PATSY? Oswald (center) was liquidated by Jock Ruby 
(right) to keep him from talking, according to the Russians.

'Tn addition to these ele-ideath two ^W after the assassination of 
ments there was the Amer- Kennedy. Evidence indicates he was sup- 
ican Mafia, to whom the loss P°sed to be eliminated earlier, actually on 
of Cuban business meant ■ the very day of the assassination, and not in 
$100 million in lost revenues ‘ Dallas, but somewhere outside of Dallas.
from casinos, hotels and nar-! "AH the conspirators wanted to do was

establish his traces in the area of the 
crime. After the crime ... the con
spirators were afraid he would 
break down and reveal some of the 
information at his disposal. That's 
why Jack Ruby was ordered to liqui
date him.”

To further hide their crime, the 
book states, the CIA stole JFK's body 
briefly just after the assassination — 
and had bullet fragments removed.

brain was then replaced in the skull 
prior to the official autopsy."

The book adds that the doctor who 
performed the official autopsy 
didn't know that JFK’s brain had 
been tampered with.

The Soviet authors also blame the 
CIA for the assassination of Robert 
F. Kennedy five years later. The 
book states:

"The logical conclusion of the Dal- 
The book states: “The brain was!las tragedy was the assassination In 

taken out of the body so that the bul-11968 of Robert Kennedy, to elimi- 
let fragments could be removed and nate the return of a Kennedy to the 
their channels obliterated. The I White House.”

The book states: “The brain was

cotics."
The authors claim that Os

wald was a low-level CIA 
agent, who made his well- 
known trip to Russia to pass 
false information about the 
U.S. radar net around Japan 
to the Soviets.

Haunting Legacy of the Kennedy Killing

Mysterious Deaths Mount to 25
But the authors say Rus-? ~ ' “ ' ’ ; ^ ~ ' “ ‘ ~ “ TTT7- ;-------

sian intelligence didn’t fail: The long list of people associated with the JFK Slaying who»^jS"
After °^ have died mysteriously, and often violently, continues to grow !

wald failed his mission and„, ___
returned to the u.s., the cia i at least 25 people are 
went to great lengths to; On it HOW.
build him up as a Communist I in‘ the past eight years, 
sympathizer, say the au-ff0Ur more names were 

"Oswald was prepared as a j etched in blood on the ma- 
patsy, as an ideal instrument I cabre list, two top crime 
to cover up the truth of the; lords with ties to the CIA;
crime." i a cult leader once consid-

And the book states flatly: i cred a suspect in the 
,dlu i1n3t nfire/^ Kennedy slaying, and a 

shots that killed President. ,',._____Kennedy. His rifle was toolCub.an , ? . s,’”
inaccurate to hit anyone. : implicated both the CIA Gunned down

“At least three people!^ ^e Mafia in the JFK ! testified in September 1978 
(other than Oswald) shot at | murder. about the alleged role of the(other than Oswald) shot at [ murder. 
Kennedy, some from the । The 25th name was added
grassy knoll (near the build- i to the bizarre death list last 
ing Oswald was in). । July 31 when Jose Braulio

"The exact number of bul-1 Aleman, while being riddled
lets that hit Kennedy’s head 
will never be established.

"While the limousine was 
advancing toward the grassy 
knoll, he was shot head-on.

"Oswald was sent to his
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by a hail of bullets in a shoot
out with Miami police, put 
his own gun to his head.

Aleman, son of a pre-Cas- 
tro Cuban government offi
cial and heir to a fortune 
estimated at between $29 
million and $200 million, had

Suicide victimShot himself

Mafia and the CIA in the 
plot to kill JFK.

He fingered Florida mob 
boss Santos Trafficante as a 
key figure in the slaying con
spiracy. For five years after
ward, he lived in fear.

On July 31, Aleman — by 
now nearly broke and in hid
ing in Miami — went ber
serk. He shot and killed one 
relative and wounded three

in th* Ctribbton end South America, 
returning to the U.S. tn late 1974 or 
wly 1975.

Jutt day* before he wot scheduled 
to testify about hit declines with rh* 
CIA in alleged plots to kill ridel Castro 
ond President Kennedy, Giancana was 
gunned down in hi* own kitchen.

JOHHHY ROSELLI
Found murdered Aug. 7, 1976

Roselli, Giancana's closest triend 
ond organised crime associate, van
ished Aug. I, 1976, shortly after word 
leaked out he was appearing before the 
same Senate Intelligence Committee 
that hod summoned Giancana the year 
before. S<* days after he disappeared, 
Roselli's body was found in a sealed &
gollon oil drum neor Miami, Fla. Both 

iRomIIi and Giancana had linked During an ensuing ,0 the C1A ^o, Io kill Ck1,o
gun battle with police. Ale- ervii “ivil-l^ahon 
man turned his pistol on Found dec# Aug. 16. »98i 
himself. Police say his own I LeBoron. iKdr of a cult of about

others.

bullet killed him.
Since 1975, three notori

ous criminals whose names 
were linked to the Kennedy 
murder also met swift 
deaths. They were:

SAM “MOMO" GIANCANA 
Murdered June 19. 1975

Shortly after the JFK .laying in 
1963, Chicago .nobver Giancana die- 
appeared, turning up in an apparent

j 150 followers, was sentenced to 12 
years in prison for the murder of his 
brother, ond was serving a life sentence 
for another murder when he was found 
dead in his cell at Utah State prison. 
Officials believed rhe 56-year-old killer 
killed himself.

An FBI mem# impheoting LeBoron 
in the JFK killing ond dated Jon. 27, 
1964 — when rhe FBI was publicly in* 
sisting that Lee Harvey Oswald wot the 
sole killer ol the President —* said that

(Continued oo next page) „„,



(Continued from 
preceding page) 

LeBoron "is believed to hove been re
sponsible tor President Kennedy's 
dwth,"

Here are the other 21 peo
ple on the JFK death list:

LEE H*«Vtr OSWALD
Murdered Nov. 24, I960

Oswold »« gunned down by Jock 
Ruby >n the Doilos police station Sun
day. two boys alter JFK wo* killed.

JACK ZANGETTI
Found murdered December i960
The day before Oswald was shot, 

Zongefti, manager of o motel complex 
in Oklahoma, told friends, "A mon 
nomed Jock Ruby will kill Oswald 
tomorrow ond in o few doys o member 
of the Frank Sinatra family will be ki^ 
napped to take some of rhe attention 
owoy from the assassination." On De
cember 8, Frank Sinatra Jr. wos kid 
napped, ond later released unhormed. 
Two weeks after the prophetic conver
sation, Zongefti wos found dead, with 
bullet holes in his chest.

BETTY MOONEY MecDONALD
Committed Suicide February 1964
A former stripper in Jock Ruby's Ca

rousel Club, Betty hod been to o party 
attended by Oswald. She was arrested 
for fighting with her roommate and on 
hour later she was dead. She was found 
hanging in her cell.

HANK KILLAM
Found dead March 17, 1964

Killam, husband of Wanda Killom 
who was also o stripper for Ruby, was 
ossocioted not only with Ruby but with 
John Carter, who lived in the some 
rooming house as Oswald. Four 
months after JFK's murder, Killam was 
found deod on a Pensacola, Fla., street 
— his throat was slashed.

BILL HUNTER 
Killed April 1964

Hunter, 35, on owot^winninj news
man, hod met with Ruby's attorney 
Tom Howard at Ruby's apartment only 
hours after Ruby shot Oswald. Five 
months later Hunter was accidentally 
shot to death by a policeman.

GARY UNDERHILL 
Found deod Moy 8, 1964

Underhill, a CIA agent, told friends 
he knew who killed President Kennedy 
ond was sure "they" would soon get 
him. On May 8, 1964, in Washington. 
DC., Underhill died of gunshot 
wounds.

JIM KOETHE
Murdered Sept. 21, 1964

A Oolios Times Herold reporter, 
Koethe. 30. hod also met wiih Ruby's 
attorney rhe some time os Hunter did. 
Ten months later Koethe was kilted by 
o korote chop to the throat.

TOM HOWARD 
Died March 1965

Howard, Ruby's attorney, died of o 
heort artock in Dallas. "He wos seen 
acting strangely two doys before his 
death ond no autopsy wos performed.*' 
sold researcher Penn Jones Jt.

ROSECHERAMi 
Killed Sept. 4, 1965

Two days before the JFK murder. 
Rose, o stripper for Ruby, hod told hos
pital psychiatrist Victor Weiss that the 
President was going to be killed. 
Cheromi also told police she hod seen 
Oswald in Ruby's club many times. 
Nearly two years later, o hit-and-run

Mysterious Deaths
cor struck Rose, crushing her skull. 

DOROTHY KILGALLEN
Found deod Nov. 8, 1965

During Jock Ruby's trial for murder- 
; ing Oswald, columnist Dorothy Kil- 
gallen hod an interview with Ruby. She 
told her makeup mon she was going to 
"break the Kennedy assassination wide 
open within five days." Three days later
Dorothy was found deod in her 
York apar>menr.

WILLIAM PITZER
Founof wodOct, 29, 1966

New

For years U.S. Novy Lieut. Williom 
Pitter kept .th/ secret of the autopsy of 
President Kennedy. Pitter hod photo
graphed the autopsy ond was in
structed never to reveal what he saw. 
In 1966 Pitter was found deod with a 
bullet in his head.

JACK RVBY 
Died Jon. 3, 1967

Cancer claimed his life. The next 
day his attorneys charged negligence 
by Doilos authorities wh*» had custody 
of Ruby. They sold officials ignored his 
complaints thot he was il’.

DAVID FERRIE
Died Feb. 21.1967

Ferric was o CIA contract pilot who

spiring to kiir Kennedy. In January 
1974, former CIA executive Victor 
Marchetti revealed that o CIA execu
tive instructed on agent to give "Show 
all the help he needs" during the Garri
son investigation. Several months later 
Shaw was found deod in his home.

GEORGE de MOHRENSCHILDT 
Committed suicide March 29, 1977
De Mohrenschildt. 65, shot himself 

to death in Manalapan, Flo., only hours 
after learning that on investigator for 
the House assassinations committee 
wonted to interview him. De Mohren- 
schildt once testified thot he hod been 
o close friend of Oswald.

CARLOS TRIO SOCARRAS
Committed suicide April 5, 1977
Exactly o week after de Mohren- 

tchlldt took his life, former Cuban 
President Carlot Pcio Socorros, o one- 
time business associate of Jock Ruby, 
fired o bullet into his own chest.

KENNEDY'S GRAVE SITE in Arlington National 
Cemetery is never visited by his family.

Kennedy Fami/y Never Visits
i hod flown into Cuba on recret mis- 
I sions. In early 1967 New Orleans Dis-

I The grave sites of President John F. 
! Kennedy and his assassin Lee Harvey Oswald

starts. In early 1967 New Orleans Dis-! j> «» . ■ «.....•
■ triet Attorney jim Garrison phoned I are as different as day and night, but in one re-
• him on rhe theory thot Ferrie hod flown 
i the reel murderers out of Delia*; A 
month after he was Questioned Ferrie 
was found deod in his apartment.

ELADIO DEL VALLE
Murdered Feb. 21,1967

On the some day os Ferrie’* death, 
his close friend Elodio Del Valle, u 
wealthy exiled Cuban, was murderer'. 
Del Valle, who had flown with Fereie or 
secret missions to Cuba, was found
with a bolter wound in his heart. 

DR. MARY SHERMAN 
Muttered June 1967 

Another of Ferrie's friends. 
Mory Sherman wos shot to death.

DR. NICHOLAS CHETTA 
Died Moy 1968

In a mocabre twin of fate, rhe <
I net himself, who performed outopsin 
; on both Ferrie ond Or. Shermon, died of 

o heort at tock,
CLYDE JOHNSON
Murdered July 1969

Johnson, 37 — who hod attended 
; parties with Ferrie, Ruby ond Oswald — 
f wo* to testify o’ the conspiracy triol 
I Garrison wo* conducting. Johnson 

never appeared. He wot beaten *o se
verely he hod to be hospitoliied. Five 
months loter he wos shot to death.

JOSEPH A. MILTEER 
Died Feb. 22, 1974

secretly toped by Miami police os he de
toiled with terrifying accuracy how JFK 
would be killed — 13 doys before the 
assassination. On Feb. 9, 1974, o Cole
mon stave blew up tn his bathroom. 
Two weeks later Milteer died of burns 
he suffered in the fire — but a morti
cian who sow rhe body said the burns 
weren't severe enough to be fatal.

CLAY SHAW
Died Aug. 15. 1974

Show, o wealthy businessman, was 
tried by Garrison ond acquitted of con-

coro-

Dr

OSWALD'S remains lie 
in o Texas cemetery.

His Crave
EDPft th?v atp rpmark-'^^®^ visit the grave site, I speci iney are remarK n teH you that„ declared 
ably similar — neither, an employee of the ceme- 
man’s tomb is visited! tery, Rose Hill Memorial
by his family.

Kennedy's final resting 
place is a meticulously main
tained 3.2-acre grave site 
in the solemn grandeur of

i Park.

Arlington National Ceme
tery outside Washington. 
D.C.

"Some 3.5 million people 
visit the cemetery every I 
year, and the Kennedy grave 1 
is the most popular stopping! 
place." said Courtenay Wei-: 
ton. spokesman for Arling-! 
ton National Cemetery. j

"I have been employed 
here for eight years and as! 
far as I know, the former! 
First Lady and the Presi
dent's children have never 
been here during that time," 
added Welton, whose office 
handles arrangements for 
all visiting dignitaries and 
VIPS, and would be in
formed if members of Ken
nedy's family visited the 
grave site.

Meanwhile, the remains of 
Lee Harvey Oswald lie in a 
lonely cemetery near Arling
ton, Tex., that's bordered by 
a junkyard and an interstate 
highway.

"His wife and children
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JFK Murder? Phone in Your Vote
Do you believe there 

was a conspiracy behind 
the assassination of Pres
ident John F. Kennedy?

Almost from the moment 
shots rang out on that tragic 
day in Dallas, a controversy 
has raged over who was re
sponsible for the President’s 
death: Did one assassin act!

alone — or was he part of a 
plot to kill Kennedy?

Here is YOUR chance to 
tell the world what you think 
by dialing one of our conven
ient "900" numbers.

If you say YES, there 
was a conspiracy behind 
the President’s assassina
tion. then call 900-720-4330.

If you say NO. there was

YES: 900-720-4330 
NO: 900-720-4333

no conspiracy, then call 900- 
720-4333.

If you normally dial "1" 
before placing a long-dis
tance call, then dial “1" be
fore calling either “900" 
number. After dialing the I

number, wait until you hear 
a recorded message saying 
that the call is completed, 
then hang up. Your vote will 
be recorded automatically.

The polls will be open 24 
hours a day from November 
14 through November 21.

The only cost to you for a 
call will be 50 cents on your 
monthly phone bill.

We'll carry the results of 
the poll in our issue on sale 
December 6. Let us know 
what you think.

Starting Next Week
Read the blockbuster new 

book that gives a no-holds- 
barred look at the young 
Kennedys — and tells how 
they survived booze, drugs 
and even death threats, 
while growing up In Amer
ica’s most famous dynasty. 
It’s all In “Growing Up 
Kennedy: The Third Wave 
Comes of Age,” exclusive in 
The ENQUIRER.
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ENQUIRERExclusive on JFK Assassination — New Facts

Is This the Man 
Who Killed JFK?
A mysterious new sus

pect has surfaced in the 
JFK assassination!

The suspect, a notorious 
French terrorist, was in Dallas 
the day Kennedy was shot, ac
cording to the CIA and French 
Intelligence — and the FBI be
lieved he “either killed John F. 
Kennedy or knew who had done 
it,” explosive new court papers 
charge.

And the terrorist, Jean Rene 
Souetre, was reportedly deported 
from the U.S. under mysterious cir
cumstances just 48 hours after the 
assassination.

Incredibly, in the 20 years since 
JFK’s death, Souetre’s name has 
never popped up in any report on 
the assassination, including the offi
cial Warren Commission report!

Yet The ENQUIRER tracked 
down and questioned Souetre.

And while he denied any involve
ment in the assassination, he admit
ted he believes there was a "French 
connection" in the case. Souetre said

flown out of Dallas." reau conducted on Jean Souetre .. .

WHAT THE KILLER SAW: In this FBI reenoctment, car is photo
graphed through a telescopic gun sight from a sixth floor window 
of the Texas School Book Depository.

who in Washington had had him (what investigation, if any. the Bu-

he has learned that a vicious 
French criminal named Mi
chel Mertz was in Dallas the 
day JFK was shot and "may 
well have been involved."

But incredibly. "Michel 
Mertz" is an alias Souetre 
himself has used, according 
to the FBI!

The ENQUIRER, working tions Committee "everything I knew 
with top experts on the assassina-1 chel Mertz," was in Dallas the after-i about Souetre" — but. incredibly, 
tion and once-classified data ob-1 noon JFK was shot. The memo add-1 they never talked to him.
tained under the Freedom of Infor- j ed that the French believed Souetre I Yet that very same year, Souetre's 

name popped up again in an FBI 
memo from the head of the Dallas 
FBI office to the FBI director. The 
heavily censored memo — obtained 
by The ENQUIRER — says someone 
(name deleted) "wanted to know

tdincu uituci uit riceuuiii ui Hiiorj 
mation Act, managed to penetrate
the thick shield of silence surround
ing Souetre. But the U.S. govern
ment has now blocked efforts to find 
out exactly how much intelligence 
agencies know about Souetre's role 
in the 1963 assassination.

Prominent Washington attorney 
Bernard Fensterwald Jr. unsuccess
fully sued for release of all other 
U.S. intelligence documents men
tioning Souetre. In his court papers. 
Fensterwald cited evidence of a 
"French connection” he had turned 
up in released CIA and FBI docu
ments plus information he'd per
sonally obtained from French intel
ligence sources.

"We may have found the actual 
killer — and that man is still alive 
and available for questioning.” de
clared Fensterwald, executive direc
tor of the Committee to Investigate 
Assassinations and former counsel 
to various Senate subcommittees for 
12 years.

“This opens up a whole new line 
of thinking on the assassination — 
yet every effort to explore it further 
has been blocked."

A 1964 CIA memo says French in
telligence knew Souetre. “alias Mi-

FRENCH TERRORIST Jeon Re
ne Souetre todoy runs o casino 
in o town in France.

Notorious Terrorist 
Was in Dallas on 
Day of the Shooting

had been deported — possibly to 
Canada or Mexico — 48 hours later. 
“The French are concerned," the 
memo explained, “because (French 
President Charles) de Gaulle 
planned a visit to Mexico (on March 
15,1964).

“They would like to know 
the reason for his (Sou
etre's) expulsion from the 
U.S. and his destination."

The FBI apparently al
ready knew Souetre may 
have been involved in JFK's 
death. They tailed one of his 
former friends. Dr. Law
rence Alderson of Houston, 
"for a month" after the trag
edy, Alderson told The EN
QUIRER.

"When the FBI finally 
came to interview me (about 
six weeks after the assassi
nation), they told me they 
had traced Souetre to Dallas 
a day before the assassina
tion and lost him,” said Al
derson, a dentist.

“They told me they felt 
Souetre had either killed 
JFK or knew who had done 
it. And they wanted to know

Dr. Alderson said he met Souetreiwho was supposedly located in Dal- 
in 1953 in France while he was serv-! las, Tex., on 11/22/63, the day Presi- 
Ing in the U.S. Army and Souetre,dent Kennedy was assassinated."
was a French Air Force officer.

"But the last time I saw him wasjsays Dr. Alderson told him he had 
in 1954,” he said. "Later he dropped’been visited by the FBI and that the 
out of sight and joined the OAS (the dentist said, "The FBI felt Souetre
outlawed French group fighting to 
prevent de Gaulle from granting in
dependence to Algeria) "

Dr. Alderson said he volunteered 
in 1977 to tell the House Assassina-

SPEECHES BY JFK (left) hod brought him into 
conflict with French terrorists. At right is 
Souetre, photographed while he was captain 
in the French parachute commandos

In his court papers, Fensterwald

had either killed JFK or knew who 
had done it."

Souetre himself admitted to The 
ENQUIRER he was once a major 
suspect in a 1962 assassination at
tempt on de Gaulle. And according 
to the court papers. "All indications 
are that Souetre was a trained and 
experienced terrorist and perfectly 
capable of murder.”

But why would Souetre want to 
kill JFK? "Next to de Gaulle, the 
OAS despised President Kennedy 
the most.” Fensterwald’s court docu
ment points out. "As a U.S. Senator, 

he (Kennedy) made long 
and passionate speeches in 
favor of Algerian independ
ence. He quashed every at
tempt by the CIA and the 
U.S. military to aid the OAS 
in their fight to keep Algeria 
French .. . they (the OAS) 
hated him (Kennedy) with a 
passion."

Today Souetre runs a ca
sino in the town of Divonne 
les Bains in France. When 
The ENQUIRER contacted 
him there, Souetre admitted 
he was once a suspect in the 
assassination attempt on de 
Gaulle but denied he had 
any part in the JFK assassi
nation.

Souetre insisted he wasn't 
in Dallas the day of the kill
ing — but he said he has 
learned that another French 
militai-y officer who looks like 

(Continued on next page)



Revealed in Killing That Shocked World 20 Years Ago
(Continued from preceding page) 

him was there that day. To this day, 
neither the Warren Commission nor 
any other official panel probing 
JFK's death has ever mentioned 
Souetre or a possible "French con
nection" in the case.

Richard Sprague, former director 
and chief counsel of the House As-

sassinations Committee, told The 
ENQUIRER: "Neither the FBI nor 
CIA ever pointed out that it (a 
French connection) was an area _, 
they had made any inquiry on or f? 
checked into.

"If I were still probing the assassi- « 
nation today, it s certainly some
thing I'd want to investigate."

Panel of Experts Probes...

4 Pieces Still Missing

Twenty years after John F. Kennedy 
was assassinated, four major questions still
remain unanswered and a blue-ribbon
panel of highly qualified assassination ex 
perts, assembled by The ENQUIRER, have 
examined them exhaustively.

Every one of the questions they discussed has 
two common elements. ; jOg shows that the dis- 

Each one could throw patcher loses contact with 
light on how and why the Tippit around 1 p.m. — the 
President was killed — and time the patrol car was seen 
none has ever been an- outside Oswald's rooming 
swered by the U.S. govern-, house." said historian Dr.
ment. i David Wrone. And he be-

Here are those troubling: lieves that suggests a link 
questions — and the experts'; between Oswald and the Dal-

-->8.
MISSING FILM MYSTERY: Woman known as "babushka lady” (arrow) was tak
ing pictures in the direction of grassy knoll (top photo). Top picture is similar to 
the scene she was shooting — but the film disappeared.

opinions. 'las police.
• Where is President Ken-! « why didn't the govern-

nedy s brain? ment pay more attention to a . Book Depository building— : shot by Charles Bronson, an i her. They "identified them-
The President's brain is film showing one person ini including the window from' amateur photographer, shows- selves as either FBI or Se

missing — and pathologists: each of the three sixth-floor I which Oswald fired at Ken-, three people. Yet the govern- cret Service men — she isn't
believe it could answer key windows of the Texas Schoo! I nedy? Experts say the film i ment-appointed Warren Com- sure which." Mack revealed, 
questions about the assassi- ’ ’ .................. .....
nation.

Records show that the 
brain was turned over to 
Kennedy’s former secretary 
Evelyn Lincoln in 1965 while 
she was working at the Na
tional Archives. Since then, 
the brain has disappeared.

But a thorough analysis of 
it could reveal "where the 
shots came from, what their 
angle was. whether there 
could have been more than 
one shot to the head and 
much more," said famed pa-

mission concluded that Os-i "The men told her they 
wald acted alone. I understood she had taken a

Assassination researcher: movie of the assassination

ti;;;;

thologist Dr. Cyril Wecht.
• Who was the mystery j> 

policeman who came calling r 
on Lee Harvey Oswald min- ___ 
utes after the assassination?

After Kennedy was gun- | 
ned down. Oswald hurried
,..— .... _____ rooming -
house to change clothes.
into his Dallas

While he was there, a Dallas 
police car pulled up outside, 
tooted its horn twice, then 
slowly pulled away, accord
ing to Oswald's landlady 
Mrs. Earlene Roberts.

Experts believe the mys
tery cop could have been > 
Officer J.D. Tippit. the man 
Oswald allegedly shot dead
10 minutes later PEOPLE IN WINDOW MYSTERY: Warren Commission

"The Dallas police radio soys Oswald alone shot Kennedy from Texas School 
J " — - national: Book Depository window (arrow). They discounted one

, I>K " a9e 31 IHQUIRIR ' film that shows three people in the sixth-floor windows.

Gary Mack, who saw the I scene. When she replied that 
film, said: “The room in [she had. but had not yet had
which Oswald was supposed
to be has three windows. It 
was possible to see three peo
ple — two standing, one 
crouching — behind the win
dows. The film presents a 
massive problem for the gov
ernment, which insists that 
Oswald was the assassin in 
that room and he acted 
alone."
• What happened to the 

film taken by a woman at the 
assassination scene?

Photographs taken at the 
time of the assassination 
show a woman filming the 
scene with an expensive 
movie camera. She had a 
clear view of the grassy 
knoll, the area where numer
ous eye-witnesses reported 
hearing shots fired.

The woman, known as the 
“babushka lady" because of 
the scarf (also called a "ba
bushka") on her head, was 
Beverly Oliver and she had 
worked for Jack Ruby. Os
wald’s killer, until shortly 
before the assassination.

While she was working 
the Monday after the assassi
nation. two men approached

the film developed, they po
litely offered to do it for her. 
free of charge.

“She handed over the film 
— and has never seen it or 
the men who took it since. 
Her view of the grassy knoll 
was unimpeded, her camera 
an excellent one capable of 
recording everything on the 
grassy knoll.

“But we’ll never know 
what was in her movie."

The ENQUIRER'S blue-rib
bon panel of experts Included: 
Dr. Cyril Wecht, a lawyer and 
doctor and panel member of 
the House Assassinations Com
mittee; Harold Welsberg, for
mer Intelligence agent, Senate 
Investigator and author of sev
eral books on the Kennedy as
sassination; Dr. David Wrone, a 
professor of history at the 
University of Wisconsin: Jack 
White, photographic expert 
who served as a consultant to 
the House Assassinations Com
mittee, and Gary Mack, a lead
ing assassination Investigator.

More JFK Stories 
On Next Pages ,



Kennedy Children Scarred for I
The Kennedy assassina

tions have left deep scars on 
the Kennedy kids — affect
ing them to this day, admit 
friends and psychiatric ex
perts.

The children of John, Robert and 
Edward Kennedy, as well as those 
of Eunice Shriver, Pat Lawford and 
Jean Smith, were so traumatized by 
the slayings they will never be able 
to lead normal lives, say the ex
perts.

Some have turned to drugs and wild 
living; others are withdrawn and suspi
cious of strangers. Others have even re
fused to tell people that their last name 
is Kennedy.

“Many of the children felt that they 
were cursed — that people were actually 
out to eliminate all Kennedys,” said an 
insider.

As a result of the tragedies, he said, 
"Caroline shies away from the public. 
John seems to wander without any sense 
of direction. He doesn't want anything 
to do with politics.

“David and Robert Kennedy (sons of 
RFK) had drug problems. Many of the 
other boys did wild things and were un
controllable.

"Caroline. John. Robert’s children 
Kathleen and Joe and Ted’s daughter 
Kara went through periods when they 
wouldn't tell anybody their last names."

Jamie Auchincloss, half brother of 
Jackie Kennedy Onassis. told The EN
QUIRER, "The violent deaths have had 
a devastating effect on the lives of all 
the Kennedy children. This new genera
tion of Kennedys has been traumatized 
and their potential for successful lives 
has been diminished.

"Many have shied away from profes
sional careers because of a lack of ambi
tion — based in part on their desire to 
stay out of the public spotlight.

"Because of the violence that has 
plagued the family, the young Kennedys 
say they have a sense of doom. They 
have a belief that a curse is on the 
family — and many of them say they 
live in fear."

Many of the older Kennedys have got
ten death threats, the insider added. 
“This has always made the children 
watchful of strangers and fearful. Most 
of the kids had some type of body
guards."

A Kennedy family friend confided, 
“The Kennedy young people have an al
most paranoid view of life — fearful of 

21% of Congressmen 
Polled Doubt Oswald 
Was Only Assassin

More than one out of five U.S. con
gressmen polled don’t believe the find
ings of the Warren Commission, an EN
QUIRER survey reveals.

We asked 100 members of the House 
of Representatives: "Do you believe the 
conclusions of the Warren Commission 
— that Lee Harvey Oswald, acting alone, 
assassinated President Kennedy?"

Incredibly, 21 of the 100 congressmen 
responded with a flat-out no. Another 17 
said they weren't sure that the report 
was correct.

... Say Friends and Psychiatrists
more tragedy facing them every step of 
the way. It's because of this fear that 
Bobby and David turned to hard drugs.”

It's no blessing to be born a Kennedy 
— it's a curse, says a psychiatrist.

Being raised without the influence of 
a father is a great disadvantage later in 
life, particularly to boys, according to 
psychiatrist Danilo Ponce.

"In his younger years, a boy needs 
face-to-face contact with a father to 
learn how to make his way in the world. 
The Kennedy boys will be uncomfort
able and at a disadvantage when it 
comes to obtaining success," said Dr. 
Ponce, professor of psychiatry at the 
University of Hawaii medical school.

The Kennedy kids are under a lot 
of stress because they have inherited 
an “impossible-to-live-up-to legacy." he

CAROLINE TODAY: She shies
awoy from the public.

added. In order to live up to their fa
mous fathers, "Not only must they de
vote their lives to public service, be 
elected President or. hold other high of
fice — but they must also die tragically 
and young."

Dr. Jaime Quintanilla, clinical pro
fessor of psychiatry at Texas Tech Uni
versity School of Medicine in Amarillo, 
Tex., added, "The assassinations were 
likely to have left the Kennedy kids with 
deep and lasting scars, and as a conse
quence, they will be impaired the rest of 
their lives."

JOHN TODAY: He's inherit
acy and wants nothing to deCAROLINE THEN: JFK's daughter shares quiet moment with her dad.

Ted's Nightmare —
Ted Kennedy is still haunted by the terrible t« 

fear that he'll be shot down like brothers John he
and Robert — and even today he'll cringe at the “ij 
sound of a car backfiring.

And despite tight security and bodyguards that cost "Tt
the Kennedy family over 
$200,000, the Massachusetts 
Senator gets extremely ner
vous in public places, insid
ers reveal.

“The years have failed to 
dampen the nightmare that Ted 
suffers — that at any time he could 
become the third Kennedy to be 
murdered,” said a close family 
friend.

“It’s a fear that haunts him 
daily."

Said one insider: "Being out in 
the open among strangers makes 
him very nervous.

“Even though he has armed 
plainclothes security men with him 
at all times, his eyes are constantly 
darting about the crowd and to
ward nearby rooftops for any suspi
cious-looking person — or the glint 
of metal that could be a gun.

“I remember seeing him when 
he attended the premiere of a new

play on Broadway. As he walked ^rl 
through the crowd to the steps of an 1 
the theater, a car backfired.

“A look of horror came over the

HAUNTED BY FEAR that he could 
murdered, Ted is visibly nervous ii



“""'Outlook .
Mark Lane: The Man Behind

The Assassination Probe
By George Lardner Jr. ft

AT ONE OF their earliest executive sessions last fall, . 
each member of the House AssassinationsGommit* '. 
tee was handed for eyesonly inspection a black iooseleaf 

binder about.the murders of President Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King Jr. .’ . > , ^ , . ..'A

In keeping with the “sensitivity’7 of the information it 
contained, all the members were required to surrender :;" 
their copies at the end of the meeting. " - ? : ;

The press and public have yet to get a glimpse of the 
secret briefing book. But it was all old stuff to Mark ' 
Lane, the quarrelsome critic of the Warren Commission 
and other assassination investigations. He. had already 
been shown a copy in the offices of the then-chief coun- ' 
sei of the committee, Richard A- Sprague. ■ . <■ - -

“I thought it was a remarkable job in a very short pe- / 
rlod of time," says Lane. He suggested this may have ’ ^ 
been partly due to the fact that he himself had given a . 
number of briefings in. the .course of the committee 
staff’s preparation of the report, a so-called “threshold ” 
analysis” of the two murders.; ' " ' ■ ;

Mark Lane is riding high in the 14th year of his en
deavors as -/entrepreneur, circuit rider and self-ap-.......  
pointed revisionist of the Kennedy and King assassin a- ,

Lardner is a member of The Post’s national staff.

tidns. His headquarters sits atop Capitol Hill. He was the ' 
• genial host at a press conference here earlier this month , 
to kick off the promotion for his latest enterprise, with ' 
Dick Gregory. It is a book entitled "Code Name ‘Zorro’:" 
the Murder of Martin Luther King Jr^ arid its'publish-< 
ers have tentatively earmarked $50,000 to turn it into “a ■ 
number one best seller immediately.” . ,

< Dozens of reporters from such varied organizations as 
Agence France Presse, the Nashville Tennessean, the -
Cleveland Plain Dealer and Jornal do Brasil showed up. - 
‘Lane, just turned 50, heM forth with the confidence of a 
veteran pitchman, presiding over a mockup of the mur- , 
der scene, labeling the. FBI as Uptime suspects” in the 
killing, and finally finishing to a small burst of applause 
from student admirers in the audience. * •

Lectures, Books and Bumper Stickers -
HTl HESE t)AYS Lane operates from a somewhat clut-;
1 tered, fbur-story townhouse in the toniest area of : 

Capitol Hill, just across the,street from the"Supreme 
Court; His standard of living is modest, he says: a 1968- 
Volkswagen,three suits and a $508 savings account -

7'7v ■■ SeeLANE,PageG5 1



^LANE, From Page G1

He gets $1,000 to $1,750 for his lecture performances. 
His Citizens Commission of Inquiry sells copies of his 11- 
year-old book, “Rush to Judgment,” at $5.95 each, prints > 
of the Zapruder film of the JFK assassination at $25 a 

; crack and, for the budget-minded, bumper stickers and 
; buttons asking “Who Killed Kennedy? Ask Congress” ; 
• for half a dollar apiece- i ,
' Lane says he gives ail his lecture proceeds, $70,000 in 
' the past two years, to the Citizens Commission, an organ- . 
‘ > izationhe controls. . / 
| ; A ghb showman who can serve up a beguiling blend»of
r fact and fiction, Lane moved to_Washington in January 

of 1975 "following the Watergate-disclosures — and • 
J when it became plain to me, for the first time, that Con- 

; - gress might be convinced to conduct an investigation of 
; theKennedy assassination.” : ?
- . He established the Citizens Commission, “a non-profit 
\ organization devoted to a congressional reopening” of 

the issue, bought what be describes as "an old boarding-

. y:A.

-Mark Lane
' V

!

house” at 105 2d St NE as a headquarters and residence . 
and put together a staff of dedicated college students to 
watch the-store while he galloped about the country to 
assail the Warren Commission, the FBI, the CIA and oth
ers, drawing bigger and biggerttowds as the mphtijs ■l*

&

Behindthe
Assassination^

-ProK
I ;wore on. ' ■ ;J
; . The preaching does not come free. His booking agent Mi9

charges "as low as $1,000 for a straight lecture” to $1,750 
for “a three-day multimedia program,” Lane says. The 
agent, takes a third oft the top and sends the rest to

i t <^Mf^;-^j

.ds sj&itrj ijaxSc

.Washington.’.
SI

; - ? By late 1975, in a climate of distrust fed by Watergate ' 
( / and subsequent disclosure of CIA and FBI misdeeds, 
; Lane > was averaging 10 lectures-a week. Nearly 7,000 
< turned out to hear him at Purdue University. At North- 
! east Louisiana University in Monroe, La., he outdrew 
j ; Ronald Reagan, who had been there a few weeks earlier 
; ; But by his account. Lane seems never to strike it rich.

He counters suggestions to the contrary as a confection 
< of the CIA, a line of inquiry suggested by the agency 
; years ago in a memo entitled "Countering Criticisms of 
; the Warren Report.” Lane often responds to his critics 
! , in kind, accusing them of lying,-ulterior motives and 
• „ sometimes mental illness. ; -:. ; ..,,..,■ .... ^,.t^’ 
i ’ He also pleads poverty when asked how much he 
| madeoff the film version of “Rush to Judgment.”;-

J Although the British Broadcasting Corp, once paid 
j $40,000 for a single showing, reportedly the biggest such 
* fee ever paid in Britain, Lane says he got “not a far-' 
> thing" out of that telecast or any other showing. He
'i maintains that co-producer Emile de Antonio “seized 
' control of the film” before it started making any money.

Lane and writer Donald Freed also wrote the script of 
‘ another film, “Executive Action,” a fictionalized version 
; of the JFK assassination which grossed $15 million, but 
■ the two have been quoted as saying they got “very little” 
‘ .for their efforts.

Building Pressure on Congress -. -

BEFORE THE Kennedy assassination in 1963,’ Lane 
was a little-known New York lawyer and one-term ' 
. member of the New York State Assembly. After the 

murder, he wrote a quick “Brief for the Defense” in a 
New York weekly and sought to establish himself before 
the Warren Commission; first as- counsel for the dead - 
Ue Harvey Oswald and then for Oswald’s mother, Mar- ■ 

. guerite. ■
.. Then he hit the lecture circuit and in 1966 came out

*

with his first book, “Rush to Judgment” Although one- 
critic estimated that “nowhere near a .tenth of Lane’s / 
relevant assertions and implications would stand up to - 
careful scrutiny,” more than a million paperback copies# 
of the book were sold and more than 125,000 in hard-" 
cover. :
. Today Lane has not only helped turn the assassina- , 
tions, first of Kennedy and then of King, into a thriving 
cottage industry; he has also become something of an ... 
oracular figure for the congressional panel investigating 
the two murders.
; It is no secret that Lane was instrumental in lobbying 
lor the creation of the select House committee as well as j 
in the choice of Richard A. Sprague as its first chief 
counsel. ^>''S^

According; to Lane, as many as 180 Citizens Commis* - 
sion chapters were set up, many of them consisting of ' 

; just a college professor and/or a couple of students, but 
? ' active enough to stage showings of the Zapruder films 

' '; ( and other meetings that would draw hundreds. ■ ; '. <7 
’, "We helped generate more than three-quarters of a 

million telegrams and letters-to members of Congress,” ■ 
• _ Lane declares. Some, such as Rep. Joe Moakley (D-Mass.),; 
. ; a.member of the crucial House Rules Committee, got - 

.. special attention. According to Lane, Moakley said he’d 
been advised by Tip O’Neill (D-Mass.), then House major-;5 

-^ ’ ity leader, not to get involved, but Moakley changed his 
w:t r mind after a committee of Citizens .Commission mem- ' 
J- ; bers in his district collected 2,500 signatures in a single .t 

v day. At another point, Lane flew to San Francisco to or- } 
. chestrate pressure against Rep. Phillip Burton (D-Calif.); 

who had been reported in the press as saying he would 
try to keep the issue from even coming up for a vote in 
theHoUSe. /J

But even all this failed to produce the requisite \ 
momentum until Lane hooked up with a friend, televi- 
sion producer Abby Mann, on a trip to Memphis last ‘ 
summer to gather material for a documentary on King. ..
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Del. Walter Faujntroy. (holding rifle) heads 
the House subcommittee on the King murder; '
Rep^Lotus Stokes (behind rifle) w

: 7/ off thefullAssassinations Committee.1 ..7'

What they-'hame up with ^’the unexplained removal, z 

shortly before King was shot, of one of two black detec- " 
tives assigned to keep King tinder surveillance and the . ' 
abrupt transfer of two black firemen from the firehouse 
across the street from King’s motel — was nothing new, 
but they transmitted it as startling new information to
D.C. Del. Walter E. Fauntroy and the rest of the Congres-

? , sional Black Caucus. ,__/ -
The House leadership/elentedsobn-thereafter. The 

committee was created last Sept 17 by a vote of 280 to 
65- ...7'7:7, :

Defending the Committee *

EANE HAS ALSO taken on a self-appointed role as de- < 
fender of the committee against press attacks. His 
influence on the atmospherics of the investigation has 

been considerable. He has been, for example, at least the 
harbinger of what some consider “a new kind of McCar
thyism’’ that has come to surround the committee. Any 
criticisms,, any unfavorable publicity, indeed any vigor- x 
ous insistence that the two assassinations may already . 
have been solved can then be ascribed to secret paid-up . 
membership in, or fellow-traveling with, the CIA or the' 7

’ FBI or both. '7777.7'
George McMillan, author of “The Making of an Assas- '* 

sin,” says he felt the sting as Ibng ago as last October 
upon publication of his book about James Earl Ray as a 
poor white racist who reportedly decided, months in ad- * * 
vance, to "kill that nigger King.” McMillan was invited to 
appear on NBC-TVs 'Today” show last Oct. 26 with 
Fauntroy, chairman of the subcommittee investigating r 
the King murder.. ■ ’.3; ;7-..-

The two men had never met and, McMillan says, T 
never dreamed Fauntroy would attack me on that show 

' that morning. But he came in with some 3-by-5 cards : 
and, from the moment he came in, he just studied them. - 
They had the same things on them that Lane was saying. 
One was led to think that Lane even prepared them.” ■

: r McMillan was caught by surprise. “I’d been accused of 
being a Communist years ago,” he says. “That wasn't so, ■ 

’ but I had been quite active in the civil rights movement, ■ 
I’d been a writer in residence at black colleges in Atlanta 
and to be treated [on the Today’ show] as a friend of the . 
FBI was quite uncongenial for me ... I didn’t do too ' 
well on that show. I never even got a chance to explain ' 
what my book was about... This is just a new kind of ; 
McCarthyism.” . .7

k As a matter of fact. Fauntroy did get his tips from 
’ . Lane, on a visit to Lane’s headquarters-home on Capitol

Hill the night before the show. Fauntroy said he went to 
. see Dick Gregory, who was staying with Lane on a visit . 
t- to Washington, and the talk turned to the 'Today” show.* 
] . ' “It,is true I made a number of suggestions [to Faun-;

.troy] about what could be raised,” Lane says..
/ Other examples, of Lane’s use of the offense as de- -

-tense:’ :x
• When Rep. Don Edwards (D-Calif.), as chairman of -j 

the House Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights, pro- J 
tested against the intrusive nature of the hidden record-} 

; ing devices, voice stress analyzers and other gadgets ] 
‘ proposed for the.investigation by chief counsel Sprague, ] 

’ Lane began denouncing him on the lecture circuit and. 
noting darkly that Edwards was aformer agent of the- 
FBI. Up to that point, Edwards had been mentioned fa-' 
vorably in Citizens Commission newsletters for holding ‘ 
congressional hearings in 1975 on the FBI’s long-secret 

■ destruction of a threatening note from Lee Harvey Os-
^wald.’'-'' ■' ■ ®’’^: *!*■''" 'fc;;*'?' I*1'; ^ ‘^■! ^^'; !®8 ■:

( ' «~ itlt;f h'‘’'>t'«'!- ^^(^•■^“snwyiiiff
~ • When’news article began to appear, highlighting । 
the House committee’s budgetary and civil-liberties pro-, 
blems and raising questions about Sprague,* Lane re-' 
sponded by attacking certain "segments” of the press.: 
On one radio show in late January, he asserted that the : 
House committee was facing “one of the most effective

: campaigns ever, waged by what they call the ‘intelli- 
^ gence community’ ” and then went on to complain of ; 

„ the press coverage; by "Jeremiah O’Leary of The Wash-
ington Star. . . David Burnham of the New York Times
... and. -. George Lardner of The Washington Post” 

- U: Once again,* Fauntroy picked up the theme, warning^ 
, .in a television interview April 24 that the Assassinations .

Committee might investigate “a few” of the Reporters as-; 
. signed to cover the inquiry and charging that some of ; 

them might be CIA agents. Asked later.whether he had 
talked with Lane about the subject before making his ’ 
charges, Fauntroy said that he "probably” had. ‘ .777 ..,^

As for his future rule in the House investigation. Lane ’ 
said he intends to keep supplying it with whatever rele-: 

; ‘ vant information he comes across — although there are’ 
7 indications that he may not know as much as he once • 
"’said he did.

7 Writing in a banish newspaper in 1967- lane said in’ a^ 
’ v sighed article, T know who fired the fatal shot at Presi- 

dent Kennedy.” Three years later,' inanother article,’;
? this time in the Los AngeleS Free Press, he assured read-
ersthat the “CIA Killed JFK.”

’ Which is* all very strange. Last Sept- 17/ after the 
" House had voted that day to establish the*Assassinations;

Committee, someone claiming to be Mark Lane declared.
* firmly on WWDC here that, “I don’t know who killed 

- Martin Luther King.” And then, just last month, on ■
WMCA in New York, someone again purporting to be 
Mark Lane assured listeners there: “I’ve never said that- 
the FBI and the CIA were involved in the assassination. I
still have not said that.. ”
- Could there be a false Mark Lane?

■£05
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CALL OF THE KOOS:

elude Thu.

of this paragraph; shall make studs 
information, and make recommendations 
toward remedying these differences and in-

•port of the President; and, K 
ssary, make recommendations to 
s within ninety days related to

Mr. LEVITAS. Mr. Speaker, I make 
the point of order that a quorum is not 
present.

The SPEAKER. Evidently a quorum is 
not present.

uo:

for
ams imple- 
:s Act. and

persons employed pw-

wa-.y^ for equal work. ;<nd that such 
s and programs create a net increase 
HoymeiR through work that would not

othvrwRo be done. The President .-.hall iusare 
ths:- any person employed in a reservoir proj
ect under section 206(d) or in any other Job 
utilizing funds provided in whole or in part 
under this Act shall be paid not less than
the paj 
work b

received by others performing similar

less than
Labor St 
No pevso

the same employer, and in no case 
the minimum wage under the Fair

employed
shall perform work of 
Bacon-Davis Act, as 
276a-276a-5) applies, 
by the President for

of 1933 as amended, 
under section 206(d) 
the type to which the
amended (40 U.S.C. 
Any recommendation 
legislation to imple-

merit any program under this Act, requiring 
the use of funds under this Act, and sub
mitted pursuant to the requirements of this 
Act. shall contain appropriate wage provi
sions based upon existing wage standard 
legislation..

AUTHORIZATIONS

Sec. 403. There is authorized to be appro
priated such sums as may be needed to carry 
out the provisions of this Act. Notwithstand
ing any other provisions of this Act, no pro
vision shall be construed to require expendi
tures in excess of amounts appropriated pur
suant to this Act.

Sue. 404. (a) "Fiscal drag" as used, in sec
tion IOS means tax and expenditure rates 
which, in combination, substantially impede 
attainment (or maintenance) of full em
ployment, production, and purchasing power.

(b) "Balanced growth" in the Full Em
ployment and Balanced Growth Plan means 
projecting and achieving (J) rhe relationship 
between production or supply capability and 
demand, and (2) the relationships among the 
growth rates of private investment, private
consumer exp1 ures, and public outlays,
and also (3; the purchasing power, including 
important components of each element men
tioned in (1). (2), and (3) above, required 
to achieve and then maintain full employ-
weni and prod and appropriate servic-

on ties, 
?.ms and

tary co

se to be pro- 
icies set forth 
.ent of volun-

ion the private sector
(for example, between labor and manage
ment) and between the Government and the 
private sector.

(c) "Frictional unemployment’’ means the 
lowest level of unemployment, determined on 
the basis of evolving experience, consistent 
with labor mobility, changing job patterns, 
freedom of job choice, and sufficient job 
search on a voluntary basis.

Amend the title so as to read: "A bill to 
establish and translate into practical reality 
the right of all adult Americans able, willing, 
and seeking to work to full opportunity for 
useful paid employment at fair rates of com
pensation: to combine full employment, pro
duction., and purchasing power goals with 
proper attention to balanced growth and na
tional priorities; to mandate such national 
economic policies and programs as are neces
sary to achieve full employment, production, 
and purchasing power; to restrain inflation;

nomic policies and programs.
such etc

Jr. O’NEILL. Mr ker, I move
call of the Honsj.

A call of the House was ordered.
The call was taken by electronic de-

committee shall be filled in the same manner 
in which the original appointment was made.

The select committee is authorized and di
rected to- conduct a full and complete in- 
vestigation and study of the circuinst/mces 
surrounding the death of John F. Kenneq-. 
and the death of Martin Luther King. Junior, 
and of any others the select committee shu.: 
determine.

lulioii the select commute, or any subcom
mittee thereof authorised by the select c »rn

e, and the folio 
respond;

Alexander

Ashley

Badillo
Bell

Honker
Bowen

Burton, John 
Byron 
Carney 
Carter 
Chappell. 
Chisholm 
Clancy 
Cleveland • 
Collins, Ill. 
Ccnlan 
Conyers 
Cotter 
Coughlin 
Derwinski

Dodd 
Eckhardt 
Edwards, Calif.
Emery
Esch 
Eshlcman 
Flynt 
Ford, Tenn. 
Fraser 
Fuqua 
Giaimo 
Goldwater

Hagedorn 
Hansen 
Harkin 
Harsha

Heins
Hei st* ^ki

Holland 
Howe 
Ichurd 
Jacobs

Rodino
Konnai io 
Rose

and act during tho present Congress at s 
times and places within the Unitor! Si.: 
including any Commonwealth or posse-.; 
thereof, whether the House Is in session, 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold c 
hearings, and to require, by subpena

on

Johnson, Pa. 
Jones, Ala. 
Karth 
Kascenmeicr 
Kelly 
Kemp 
Ketchurn 
Keys 
Kindness 
Krueger 
Lent 
Lott 
McCloskey 
McColl ister 
McFall 
Madigan 
Mann 
Matsunaga 
Mazzol 1 
Meeds 
Melcher 
Metcalfe 
Mey net 
Mikva 
Miiford 
Mineta 
Mink 
Mitchell, Md. 
Mosher 
Moss 
Murphy, N.Y. 
O’Hara 
Patterson,

Calif.
Penner 
Pike 
Pressler

Roybal

Santini 
Sarbanes 
Scheuer

Schroeder 
Shipley 
Shuster 
Skubitz 
Snyder 
Stanton,

James V. 
Stark 
Steeim an 
Steiger, Ariz.

Stuckey 
Symington 
Talcott 
Teague 
Thornton 
Helal I

Vander Veen 
Waxman

Winn 
Wirth 
Wolff 
Wright 
Wydler

Young, Alaska
Young, Ga.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. Jor
dan). On this rollcall 292 Members have 
recorded their presence by electronic de
vice. a quorum.

By unanimous consent, further pro
ceedings under the call were dispensed 
with.

CREATING SELECT COMMITTEE TO 
INVESTIGATE AND STUDY ASSAS
SINATIONS OF JOHN F. KENNEDY 
AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
Mr. MADDEN. Madam Speaker, by di

rection of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up the resolution (H. Res. 1540) creating, 
a select committee to conduct an investi
gation and study of the circumstances 
surrounding the death of Jolin F. Ken
nedy and the death of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and of any others the select 
committee shall determine, and ask for 
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution as fol
lows :

H. Res. 1540
Resolved, That there is hereby created a 

select committee to be composed of twelve 
Members of the House of Representatives t-o 
be appointed, by the Speaker, one of whom 
he shall designate as chairman. Any vacancy 
occurring in the membership of the select

otherwise, the attendance and testimony of 
such, witnesses and the production of such 
books, records, correspondence, memoran
dums-, papers, and documents as it deems 
necessary; except that neither the select 
committee nor any subcommittee thereof 
may sit while the House is meeting under ” 
the five-minute rule unless special leave -o 
sit shall have been obtained from the Hoose. 
The chairman of the select committee may . 
establish such subcommittees of the select • 
committee as he considers appropriate. A ma
jority of the members of the select commit- - 
tee shall constitute a quorum for the trans
action of business, except that the select n 
committee may designate a lesser number a* ■’ 
a quorum for the purpose of taking testi
mony. The select committee may employ and 
fix the compensation of such clerks, experts, 
consultants, technicians, attorneys, investi
gators. and clerical and stenographic assist
ants as it considers necessary to carry out 
the purpose of this resolution. The select 
committee may reimburse the members of 
its staff for travel, subsistence, and other 
necessary expenses incurred by them Ln tho 
performance of the duties vested in the select 
committee, other than expenses in connec
tion with meetings of the select committee 
or any subcommittee thereof held In the Dis
trict of Columbia. Subpenas may be Issued 
under the signature of the chapman of the 
select committee or any member of the select 
committee designated by him, and may be 
served by any person designated by such 
chairman or. member.

The select committee shall report to the 
House as soon as practicable during the pres
ent Congress the results of its investigation 
and study, together with such recommenda
tions as it deems advisable. Any such report 
which is made when the House is not in 
session shall be filed with the Clerk of the 
House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen
tleman from Indiana (Air. Madden) is 
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. MADDEN. Madam .Speaker, I yield 
30 minutes to the gentleman from Illi
nois (Mr. Anderson), pending which I 
yield myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. MADDEN asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his 
remarks.)

Mr. MADDEN. Madam Speaker, House 
Resolution 1540 provides for the estab
lishment of a select committee to.be com
posed of 12 members to be appointed by 
the Speaker. The select committee is di
rected to conduct a full and complete 
investigation -and study of the circum
stances surrounding the death of John F. 
Kennedy and the death of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and of any others the select 
committee shall determine.

House Resolution 1540 provides that 
the select committee is authorized to sit 
and meet throughout the remainder of 
the 94th Congress whether or not the
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Madam Speaker, if the

Mr.

would 
of the

President, the commlt- 
would have the discre-
that. However, it 
to the judgment

ir.it tee.
v. YATES.

I would like to advise my colleague, 
le gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Yates) , 
Ml “any others" has no specific mean-

f the present 
ie. I suppore, 
on to go into

ANDERSON of Illinois. Mr.
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Ho;pe is in session and also provides 
hat the select committee shall have 
<>.ibpena power.

On Wednesday. September 15, the 
aides Committee reported this resolution 
jy a vote of 9 to 4, with 1 abstention. Our 
committee feels that the time is right to

tin investigation of how these as- 
Rions occurred.
hatrman of the Rules Committee, 
received hundreds of letters and 

ms from all over the country on 
•sue. An overwhelming majority 
drongly urged approval of this

•esolution.
Madam Speaker, I support House Re

solution 1540, and I urge the adoption of 
his resolution.

Mr. YATES. Madam Speaker, will the 
:entleman yield for a question?

Mr. MADDEN I yield to the gentleman 
rom Illinois.

Mr. YATES. Madam Speaker, I ask the 
entleman this question: What does the 
hrase mean following the granting of 
.uthority for investigating the circum- 
tances surrounding the death of John

Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr., 
nd I quote, “of any others the Select 
lommitee shall determine”?
May this committee investigate the 

ssassination attempts on the life of 
lastro, for example? Can it examine any 
ssassination attempt it wishes to?
Mr. MADDEN. Madam Speaker, I will 

ield to the gentleman from Virginia 
Mr. Downing) to answer that ques- 
ion.
Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. Madam 

peaker, I thank the chairman for yield -

I myself wish the words had never been 
icluded in the resolution, but it would 
e up to the determination of the com
mittee as to what “any others” means.
It could mean that if there was a pos- 

ble assassination attempt on the life

entleman will yield further, I share the 
entleman’s statement when he says he 
ishes this phrase -was not in there.
I think it gives the committee enor- 

ious power to go into any possible kind 
' assassination attempt on any' person 
noughout the world.
Madam Speaker, I wonder why this 

-rase should have been inserted. I 
order why the Committee on Rules in- 
■uded it.
^Ir. DOWNING of Virginia. Presum- 
G st could mean what the gentleman 
Ts. However, I think we are going to 
'1;e to trust the judgment of the com- 
uttee to do what is right. This phrase- 
nogy pertains to American leaders, not 
)reigr> persons.
.^i"- A'ATES. Madam Speaker, if the 

vill yield further, it seems to 
mat the committee’s investigation of
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the assassinations of former President 
Kennedy end Martin Luther King, Jr., 
would be enough of a charge upon the 
committee. I would liope that there would 
be no effort to go into any other.

I believe it gives the committee far too 
much power, power beyond the original 
intent of the resolution.

Air. DOWNING of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I have told the gentleman that 
I wish the words were not in there; but 
I can assure him that insofar as I have 
anything to do with it, I would not want 
the power to be too broad, and I hope the 
gentleman from Illinois votes for the 
resolution.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield?

Mr. MADDEN. I yield to the gentle
man from Ohio.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the chairman, the gentleman 
from Indiana, Mr. Madden, for yielding 
to me.

Let me say that I raised the same 
question before the Committee on Rules. 
I would like to ask the gentleman why 
this language should not be stricken 
when this matter comes on for debate 
today?

Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, if the gentleman will yield, I 
have no objection to striking those 
words.

Mr. LATTA. I thank the chairman.
Mr. ANDERSON of Illinois. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the dis
tinguished gentleman from Connecticut 
(Mr, McKinney) .

(Mr. McKINNEY asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his 
remarks.)

Mr. McKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, I would 
just like to congratulate the Committee 
on Rules on this resolution. This is 
something I became involved in about 
5 years ago. I do not know of any plots 
or any secrets, but I do know that I 
think the. attitude of the American peo
ple is that there are questions that have 
not been put to rest. I think the ques
tions that have not been put to rest . 
about the Government have severely 
damaged the credibility of our Nation’s 
Government and of our system.

I would hope that this committee 
quietly, very seriously and in a very hard 
working fashion can come out with the 
final answers that the American people 
have asked.

Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the dis
tinguished gentleman from Alabama 
(Mr. Dickinson).

(Mr. DICKINSON asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.)

Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Illinois for yielding 
to me,

Mr. Speaker,'let me say that I too have 
some very real doubts as to some of the 
circumstances involved, particularly 
those surrounding the Kennedy assas
sination and perhaps we can get at some 
of the facts and questions that have been 
raised such as the unnatural deaths of 
certain of the people connected with the 
assassination, incidents that seem to be 
continuing right up to now as for in-

stance, the recent murder of Roselli : 
month or two ago.

But, Mr. Speaker, my most immediate 
interest is as to the funding of the com
mittee and I would like to have the at
tention of the gentleman from Virginia. 
(Mr. Downing) who will be tire chair
man of the committee.

I am curious as I say. as to the nature 
of the funding. First, we are limited to 
this Congress and, of course, we have the 
proposed date of October 2 for adjourn
ment although I do not know that we 
will get out at that time. I would ask 
the gentleman from Virginia if he has 
any idea as to how much it will cost? I 
assume they will come to our commit
tee for the funds they need, or it is going 
to be a direct tap on the contingency 
fund? How much does the gentleman 
anticipate it will cost?

Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. Mr. Speak
er, if the gentleman will yield, the gen
tleman from Alabama is correct in his 
assumption in the first instance that we 
will appear before his committee and ask 
for funds. We will ask for, it is estimated, 
$250,000. This will be for organizational 
purposes, setting up of the staff, and so 
forth, so the committee will be ready to 
go at the next session of the Congress.

Mr. DICKINSON. The gentlemarf says ' 
“at the next session of the Congress,” so 
I assume the gentleman does not antic
ipate that this special subcommittee will 
make any substantial progress in investi
gating this year. Will the committee 
make any report during this present Con
gress even though the gentleman does not 
expect to conduct or finish any investi
gations until the following Congress? I 
ask that, Mr. Speaker, because the reso
lution says:

The Select Committee shall report to the 
House as soon as practicable during the 
present Congress the results of its investi
gation and study . . .

From what the gentleman has told me, 
the gentleman does not even anticipate 
making a serious start until the next 
Congress. Could the gentleman explain 

. that?
The SPEAKER. The time of the gen

tleman has expired. .
Mr. ANDERSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak

er, I yield 2 additional minutes to the 
gentleman from Alabama.

Mr. DICKINSON. I thank the gentle
man for yielding me the additional time.

Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, if the gentleman will yield fur
ther to me?

Mr. DICKINSON. I would be pleased 
to yield to the gentleman.

Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. Under the 
terms of the resolution the committee 
will have to file a report at the end of 
this Congress as to the progress of the 
committee during the interim period. It 
is not expected that there will be any 
formal hearings, certainly before elec
tion. It may be necessary to hold some 
hearings in order to preserve testimony. 
I just cannot assure the gentleman from 
Alabama that it will or will not hold 
hearings in that regard.

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr7 Speaker, if the 
gentleman will yield, much as I sym
pathize with the objectives of the gentle
man from Virginia (Mr. Downing) , we
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must remember that the select com
mittee lApirf; with each Congress.

Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. That is 
right.

Mr. THOMPSON. That would mean 
the creation of this select committee, 
then, presumably, it would appear be
fore the Committee on House Adminis
tration for funding purposes, then the 
emu rogation of the committee, so that 
Cis-e would be relatively little time 
vifm which to do anything tvfore the 
end of this Congress. Then the select 
cowniiree would expire and there would 
he the teconstitution of the whale proc
ess Mi over again in the next Congress.

It just seems to me a meritorious idea— 
and I say this with Mi respect to my dear 
friend, the gentleman from Virginia, 
who will not be with us. unfortunately, 
next year—that this matter, if it does 
deserve the attention the gentleman is 
convinced that it does deserve, should 
really wait until the 95th Congress.

Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. If the 
gentleman would yield further, we have 
got to get started sometime, I will say 
to the gentleman from New Jersey, that 
this thing has been put off too long. The 
longer we wait, the more difficult it will 
be to obtain whatever evidence still 
remains out there. If we can get it 
organized, get our priorities, and get our 
directions set in the remaining days of 
this Congress, then the 95th Congress can 
start off right away with substantial- 
hearings. »

Mr. THOMPSON. If the ranking 
minority member, the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. Dickinson) would yield 
further, I wish to point out the factual 
situation as I see it.

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentle
man has expired. ■

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Downing) .

(Mr. DOWNING of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.)

Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, today marks the culmination 
for me—and others, too, I suppose—of 15 
months of intensive work and efforts to 
try to persuade this body to reinvesti
gate the assassinations of President Ken
nedy and Martin Luther King.

I want to thank the Speaker; I want 
to thank the leadership on both sides of 
the aisle; I want to thank the Committee 
on Rules for giving the House-this oppor
tunity. .

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 1540, 
which is sponsored by Mr. Gonzalez, Mr. 
Fauntroy, and me, is the refinement of a. 
number of similar resolutions sponsored 
by approximately 135 Members of this 
body.

Two or 3 years ago—perhaps even 1 
year ago—only a small fraction of us 
would have looked with favor upon this 
establishment of a select committee to re
examine the assassinations of several of 
our national leaders. However, today,. I 
believe that there is overwhelming sup
port in this House and throughout the 
country for an in-depth study into these 
traumatic events, in order to ascertain 
the truth, cr at the very least, dispell 
doubts concerning them.

Most of us have reached our conclu- 
sim os to the necessity of a select com
mittee reluctantly. However, the revela
tions of the last year or two have been 
bath shocking and sobering.

Committees of both the House and the 
Senate have proven that much vital in
formation was withheld from the War
ren Commission. The CIA and its former 
Director, Allen Dulles, pointedly withheld 
all information relating to the multole 
plots. ■ which the U.S. Government 
Munched, in an effort to assassinate 
“Idol end Raul Castro. To underline the 
importance of this conscious effort to de- 
ckceive. we have the recent violent and 
unexplained murders cf Sam Giancana 
and John Rosselli, the two Mafia chief
tains who were recruited by the CIA for 
the assassination plots against, the Cuban 
lenders, which I think is deplorable. .

A subcommittee 'of the House, chaired 
by our colleague from California, Mr. 
Edwards, has shown how a threatening 
note sent by Lee Harvey Oswald to an 
FBI agent, shortly before President Ken
nedy's murder, was torn up and flushed 
down a toilet rather than delivered to 
the Warren Commission. .

We know that the original autopsy 
notes of the chief surgeon in President 
Kennedy’s autopsy were burned in the 
doctor’s recreation-room fireplace.

We know that Jack Ruby had many 
ties to both the Mafia and. to Cuba,, 
which were either unknown to the War
ren Commission, or ignored by it.

The list of such items is almost end
less. ' . ’

In light of all of this, there is little 
wonder that very few people any longer 
have faith in the Warren Commission’s 
conclusions that Oswald, and Oswald 
alone, was responsible for the death of 
President Kennedy, or that Ruby, like
wise, was a- ‘done nut killer.”

In a recent CBS poll, 65 percent of 
those polled said they did not believe- 
the Warren Commission’s conclusions. 
In a Detroit News poll, it was 87 per
cent. In addition, most of our leading 
newspapers and journals now have called 
for a reopening of the case. .

Mr. Speaker, this resolution concerns 
only assassinations of President Ken
nedy and Dr. King. If and when the 
select committee reaches a conclusion 
that other cases should be reexamined in 
depth, it will have authority to conduct 
such investigations. '

However, for the present, the commit
tee’s efforts will be concentrated on the 
deaths of these two national leaders.

It is.my hope and my expectation that 
this select committee shall be nonparti
san, and nonpolitical. It will be dealing 
with matters of grave concern to all 
Americans, regardless of their political 
party, race, or section of the country. I 
can foresee no partisan aspect to the 
work of the committee. And to the extent 
that I am privileged to participate in 
its work, I shall do everything in my 
power to see that it remains above 
politics.

This committee will, engage in no 
witch hunts. Its purpose is to arrive at 
the truth, not to blame those who may 
have erred in the original investigations.

For my part, the only conclusion I have

reached concerning the murders of Presi
dent Kennedy or Dr. King is that we do 
not know the complete truth. Certainiy 
in the case of President Kennedy. I am - 
convinced that there was a conspiracy 
involved. I do not, however, know the 
identity of the conspirators or their mo
tives. It is this that we must prove in 
dentil. .

So that there will be no Question about . 
the nonpolitical nature of the proposed 
committee, it has been agreed that there • 
will be no public hearings held prior to 
the election in November. Some hearings, 
may be scheduled for later this year, but 
most of the time will be spent in organiz
ing staff, setting priorities, and obtaining 
a mass of official records. This will set ■ 
the stage for prompt and deliberate ac
tion by the select committee when, as I 
strongly urge and expect, it will be re
established in the 95th Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I am sure that each of us 
remembers the manner in which we . 
heard of tlie assassinations of President 
Kennedy and of Dr. King. We may forget 
many of the details of our lives, but each 
one of us will always remember where 
we were, what we were doing, how w“ 
heard about these assassinations, and 
our own personal reaction to them.

Mr. Speaker, I. do not want to go home 
and face my people unless I can assure 
them that I have done by utmost to pro
vide them with the knowledge of what 
really happened to John F. Kennedy, 
their President. I want them to know 
what happened to Dr. King. I want to 
be able to tell them that no one has stood 
in their way of learning the truth. I want 
to help restore in them the credibility of 
their Government. That they need.

I want to leave this as my legacy to 
the Members of the 95th Congress, the 
pleasure of whose country I have chosen, 
with great reluctance, to deny myself.

INTERROGATION OF LEE HARVEY OSWALD

. Lee Harvey Oswald was questioned by 
Dallas police and by seven FBI officials 
for approximately 12 hours. There are 
no stenographic transcripts of his inter
rogation. No tape recorded record of the 
questioning was made. Capt. Will Fritz, 
chief of homicide, “kept no notes.” The 
sole source of information about the in
terrogations are reports, based in large 
part on memory, prepared by some of 
those present and covering some of the 
interrogation sessions. There are no re
ports for several of the interrogation 
sessions on Friday afternoon. No tran
scripts were made of Oswald's arraign
ments for either of. the two homicides 
with which he was charged.

Oswald was taken into custody at ap
proximately 2 p.m. on Friday and was 
murdered in the basement of the Dallas 
Police and Courts Building on Sunday 
shortly after 11 a.m. Throughout his 
detention, Oswald was without legal 
representation.

On Friday evening representatives 
from the Dallas Civil Liberties Union 
appeared at the police department to 
determine whether Oswald was being 
deprived of counsel and they were told 
by police officials that Oswald was in
formed of his rights and free to seek a 
lawyer. They sought permission to meet
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but uiw meet

interro-fact that ilie 12 lieu
• .a tian by FBI agents of Lee Harvey Os- 
•A.:ld. perhaps ths most important de- 
Miidant ami witness in the history of 
cur country, are lost to us forever, raises 
me most serious questions. What did

Only
mitice that asks those questions 
seven FBI agents can provide a

s of the prelimina'
day as 
discove

possibilities of the Commission's “single 
gullet" theory, a theory which is crucial 
to the Commission's conclusion that Os
wald was the lone assassin. However, 
chief autopsy surgeon, Comdr. James J. 
Humes, burned “preliminary draft 
notes" relating to the autopsy upon the

Kennedy. Whenbody of President
Humes testified before the Warren Com
mission on March 16, 1964, he testified 
that:

In the privacy of my own home, early in 
the . morning of Sunday, November 24, I 
made a draft of this report which I later 
revised, and of which this (handwritten re
port of autopsy report) represents the revi
sion. That draft I personally burned in the 
fireplace of my recreation room.

Commission Counsel Arlen Spector, 
author of the “single bullet” theory, did 
not ask Humes why he destroyed a cru
cial piece of Federal evidence in the case 
against Oswald.

JACK RUBY AND THE FBI

According to Commission Document 
1052 Jack Ruby worked for the FBI as an 
informant on organized crime in Dallas 
from March 11, 1959, to October 2, 1959. 
During that time he was contacted on 
nine separate occasions by Dallas FBI 
Special Agent Charles W. Flynn. J. Lee 
Rankin, general counsel for the Warren 
Commission received this information by 
courier service from J. Edgar Hoover on 
June 9, 1964.

Leon D. Hubert, Jr., and Bert W. Grif
fin, the two Commission lawyers in 
charge of investigating Ruby's back- 

ound were not provided any informa
tion on his underworld or law enforce
ment affiliations. Thus the Warren Com
mission did not know and did not reveal 
the relationship between Jack Ruby and 
the FBI.

In 1959, while Jack Ruby was an in
formant for the FBI, he went to Havana, 
Cuba, where he stayed at the Tropicana 
Hotel owned by Meyer Lansky, a king pin 
in organized crime. Before Ruby went 
to Cuba he attempted to secure a letter 
of introduction to Fidel Castro from Rob
ert R. McKeown. According to the state
ment of McKeown, Ruby offered $25,000 —Circumstances, 
for the letter of introduction to Castro.

The year was 1959—the year organized 
crime entered into an alliance with the 
intelligence community to assassinate 
Fidel Castro. The two Warren Commis- 
w 'i lawyers assigned to investigate Jack 
•Toy's background, Leon D. Hubert, Jr., 
Lie former district attorney of New Or-

;e in
Clevdaud, Ohio, insisted in four 
rate memorandums that the Comm:

The Com-eall McKeown fis

not ask Ruby any questions about

B Oswald went to Mexico in Sep-
(.ember of 1963, lie had to get an entry 
permit from the: Mexican Consulate in 
Naw Orleans. After the assassination, the 
FBI investigated everyone who had got
ten permits in New Orleans on the same

Jswald. To their horror, they 
:l that the man immediately

Oswald one
George Gaudet, a man who had worked 
for the CIA since its founding in 1947. 
After much discussion between the CIA, 
the FBI, and the Warren Commission, it 
was decided not to call Gaudet as a wit
ness, nor even to let his identity be 
known until the year 2039. However, re
cently, and apparently by accident, Gau
det's name was made public, and he has 
affirmed the story of the entry permit 
and the coverup.

This coverup by itself is bad enough, 
but it becomes more sinister when one 
realizes that CIA-man Gaudet not only 
stood in line ahead of Oswald, he also 
had knowledge of Ruby’s activities. In 
fact, Gaudet told the FBI on November 
27, 1963—4 days after the murder—of 
Ruby’s activities in New Orleans.

Yet to this day, Gaudet has never been 
subpenaed, put under oath and ques
tioned publicly about the links between 
himself, Oswald, and Ruby—and the 
CIA.

THE WARREN COMMISSION'S SECRET
MEETING

Two documents recently declassified, 
the January 22, 1964, and the January 27, 
1964, transcripts of the Warren Commis
sion executive sessions, provide interest
ing reading.

The members of the Commission de
cided to destroy the minutes of the meet
ings so that the American people might 
not know what the Commission dis
cussed. The minutes survived, and they 
reveal that the general counsel for the 
Warren Commission, J. Lee Rankin, re
ported that the two highest law enforce
ment officials in Texas, Waggoner Carr, 
the attorney general of Texas, and Henry 
Wade, the Dallas district attorney, both 
had proof that Lee Harvey Oswald was 
an employee of the FBI. Rankin sug
gested that an examination of the FBI 
records would reveal that Oswald worked 
for the FBI, but he added that Hoover 
would probably deny that Oswald was 
the agent referred to in the FBI files. 
Allan Dulles assured Chief Justice War
ren that Hoover would not tell the Com
mission the truth, even under oath, if 
Oswald did work for the FBI. Dulles said 
that a good agent would lie under similar

The Commission agreed to call the five 
relevant witnesses on the questioning of 
Oswald's employment by the FBI and to 
subpena Oswald’s FBI file as well. By the 
end of the second meeting, the Commis
sion decided not to call the five relevant 
witnesses and not to subpena the records 
of the FEI. Instead, the Warren Com-

mission relied exclusively upon the testi
mony of Mr. Hoover regarding Oswald's 
association with the FBI.

Yet for many Americans tins question 
remains an open one. A question which 
must be resolved if we are to knew how 
and wily John Kennedy was assassinated. 
TAPED CONVERSATION OF "OSWALD" IM MEXICO

CUV

When Oswald visited Mexico City in 
September 1963, someone made several 
visits and phone calls to the Soviet and 
Cuban Embassies using the Oswald 
identity.

That there is some doubt that the 
person visiting and phoning the embas
sies was in fact Lee .Harvey Oswald is 
evidenced bv the fact that many photo
graphs of “Oswald” were taken by CIA 
cameras outside both embassies. Each 
and every photograph which has been 
pried loose from the Government—and 
they are still withholding some—are of 
a man who is about 6 feet 2 inches, 175 
pounds, 35 years old, and burly. “Our” 
Oswald was 5 feet 9 inches. 135 pounds, 
24 years old, and slim. The pictures are 
obviously not of Oswald, though so iden
tified by the CIA.

At the same time, the CIA—through 
some unknown means.—tapped and taped 
the telephone calls of “Oswald” to the 
Soviet and/or Cuban Embassies. These, 
recorded conversations were withheld 
from the Warren Commission. Had they 
been made available, or if they were 
made available today, voice prints of 
them could be made and compared with 
voice prints of known conversations of 
Lee Oswald. Then we would know for 
sure if there was someone else using 
Oswald's identity in Mexico City. And, if 
there are two Oswalds for sure, we can 
wager great odds that there was a con
spiracy involved in the death of our 
President.

' SECRET WIRETAPS

After the assassination, the Federal 
Government placed a number of wire
taps but withheld most of the “fruits” 
of these taps from the Warren Commis
sion.

We are certain as to one crucial tap 
because of an FBI report declassified 
only weeks ago. This tap was either on 
the home phone of the Paine residence or 
the business phone of Michael Paine, it 
must be remembered that the Paines 
were the Oswald’s closest friends in Dal
las; in fact, Marina Oswald was living at 
the Paine residence at the time of the 
assassination. Oswald ostensibly stored 
hjs rifle in the Paine's garage.

On the day after the assassination, the 
FBI overheard Ruth and Michael Paine 
telling each other over the telephone 
that, although Oswald did the shooting. 
“We know who is responsible.” Appar
ently the tapes from the conversation 
were withheld, because when the Paines 
were questioned at a later date, they 
denied the fact that the conversation 
had taken place. The FBI dropped the 
subject without ever facing them with a 
tape or an FBI agent who had monitored 
the conversation.

If the Oswalds’ best friends, the Paines, 
know "who was responsible,” is it not 
about time that the American people 
know?
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A second CIA report dated . 5 days 
after the assassination states:

November 28, 1963.
Information on the Weapon 'Presumably 

Used in the Assassination or President
Kennedy

ALLAN DULLES AND ASSACS’ 'ATIONS

A leading member of the Warren Com- 
mission was Allan Dulles. Mr. Dulles had 
been the Director of the CIA. from 1953 
until after the Bay of Pigs in 1961. During 
this time. Dulles, as the head of the CIA, 
must have been privy to the fact that, 
the CIA had been actively engaged in 
many attempts to murder Fidel Castro 
in the years 1959-61'.

T'ne grimy details of the CIA ex
cesses—especially the use made by the 
CIA of the Mafia in its murder plots— 
have been recently documented by the 
Church committee.

Yet. despite the Warren Commission’s 
great interest in Oswald’s many links to 
Cuba and to both pro-Fidel and anti
Fidel factions. Allan Dulles never said 
one word to the other members of the 
Commission about the attempts on the 
life of Castro. Had Allan Dulles been 
more forthcoming, the whole direction of 
the Warren investigation might have 
been radically different and its conclu
sions radically altered.

When we have a new investigation of 
the Dallas murder—and we will have one, 
whether it is this year, next year, or 10 
years hence—the investigators can now
realistically weigh the evidence withheld clearly v/as not, as the Commission main-
from Earl Warren by Allan Dulles to see 
if John Kennedy’s death was directly 
or indirectly caused by his administra
tion's attempts on the life of Fidel 
Castro.

THE MURDER WEAPON

A rifle was discovered on the sixth 
floor of the book depositor h"ilding at 
1:22 p.m. on November 22, 1963. The 
Dallas authorities told the press later 
that day that the weapon was a 7.65 
German Mauser. Dallas District Attorney 
Wade repeated this information at a 
formal televised press conference and it 
was widely publicized. Deputy Constable 
Seymor Weitzman, on November 23,1963, 
in a notarized affidavit, deserbed the rifle 
he and Deputy Sheriff Boone found as 
"a 7.65 Mauser, bolt action equipped with 
a 4/18 scope, a- thick leather brownish 
black sling on it." In a filmed interview 
in April 1974, Roger Craig, a deputy 
Sheriff also present when the rifle was 
found stated:

I was standing next to Weitzman, he was 
standing next to Fritz, and we weren’t any 
more than six or eight inches from the 
rifle, and stamped right on the barrel of 
the rifle was 7.65 Mauser. And that’s when 
Weitzman said. “It is a Mauser," and pointed 
to the 7.65 Mauser stamp on the barrel.

This description of the rifle is incom
patible with the Warren Commission’s 
case against Oswald. Although the FBI 
reported that Oswald owned a rifle it 
was not similar to the one reportedly 
found on the book depository sixth floor. 
According to the FBI, the rifle Oswald 

• had purchased was a Mannlicher/ 
Carcano, 6.5 Italian carbine. This rifle, 
which the Warren Commission identi
fied as the murder weapon, is available 
for examination in the National Ar
chives. Any individual, regardless of his 
experience in firearms, can clearly see it 
is an Italian rifle because stamped 
clearly on the rifle are the words, “Made- 
Italy" and “Cal. 6.5." It is unlikely that 
two police officers upon close inspection

would have made such a case of mis
taken identification.

Recently declassified CIA documents 
add further evidence that “Oswald’s” 
rifle was not the rifle found in the book 
depository. A CIA report, dated Novem
ber 25, 1963,states:

Ou November 22. 1963 Lee Harvey Oswald 
shot President Kennedy' while the President 
was riding in an open automobile on a Dallas 
Texas street. The rifle used was a Mauser. . .

1. As regards articles appearing recently 
in the Italian and foreign press concerning 
the presumed use of an Italian-made rifle 
In the slaying of President Kennedy, the 
following comments are made.

2. The weapon which appears to have 
been employed in this .niminal attack is a 
model 91 rifle, 7.35 caliber, 1938 modifica-

3. The description of a “Mannllcher Car- 
cano" rifle in the Italian and foreign press 
is in error.

It should be clear that the initial iden
tification of the rifle as a 7.65 Mauser

tained, because Deputy Constable Weitz
man “thought it looked like a Mauser.” 
Since the Commission’s case against Os
wald as the lone assassin is built almost 
exclusively on his ownership of the 6.5 
Mnnlicher/Carcano, the identification 
of the murder weapon as 7.65 Mauser 
tends to discredit the entire case.

The report of the Warren Commission 
includes reference to a trip by Lee Har
vey Oswald to Mexico City in late Sep
tember of 1963, where on September 28 
he visited both the Cuban and the Soviet 
Embassies. The report mentions that 
while he was in the Soviet Embassy he 
spoke with the Soviet Consul Kostikov, 
who also served as a KGB agent. Oswald 
referred to him as “Comrad Kostin.” 
There is no further reference in the War
ren Commission report as to the identity 
of Kostikov. We learned this in the re
cent release of some 1,500 CIA docu-
ments. I quote 
ments:

Note.—Valeriy

from one of the docu-

Vladimirovich Kostikov,
who has functioned overtly os a consul In 
the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City since 
September 1961, is also known to be a staff 
officer of the KGB. He is connected with 
the thirteenth, or Liquid Affairs Department, 
whose responsibilities include assassination 
and sabotage.

Upon reading this, my suspicions v/ere 
very definitely aroused. Here we have 
the man who is considered to be the 
assassin of President Kennedy visiting 
a Soviet official whose responsibilities, 
according to the CIA, include assassina
tion. I find the whole thing highly sus-
picious. I find it incredible. I would like 
to know more about Oswald’s KGB con
tact. I would like to know why this is 
not mentioned in the Commission report. 

the hosty letter
Just as the FBI destroyed evidence in 

the Watergate case, equally did it do so 
in the Dallas case.

In one crucial instance we know that 
a few days before the assassination, Os-

wald hand-delivered to the FBI office 
Dallas a threatening letter addressed

; FBI Agent James Hosty. Two hours a.;- 
' Ruby shot Oswald, Hosty tore up the wl 

and a memorandum about it, and flustw 
them down a toilet in the FBI office. -

How can we be so sure of the details -, 
, this incident? Because a subcomnu^ 
: of the House, chaired by the Honorable 
: Don Edwards, held a full-fledged beam— 
• under oath on this subject not more than 

a few months ago. Such facts as I have 
stated are perfectly clear.

What is not clear is: First, the nature 
of the threats in the letter; second, did j- 
Edgar Hoover know of the letter: th>r*'« 
who ordered the letter destroyed: arid 
fourth, why was it so crucial to hide the 
whole incident from the Warren Com
mission?

At the Edwards hearing, the testimony 
of various FBI witnesses was radically 
contradictory. As they were under oath, 
at least some of the witnesses were per
juring themselves, 12 years after the 
fact. ’ -

The aim of the FBI appeared obvibm 
from Hosty’s answers to questions fw 
Chairman Edwards. He said he did net | 
tell the Commission about the Oswald | 
letter because he was not asked. He did-, g 
not volunteer the information because, g 
he had been instructed not to volunteer | 
anything that would be of help to the, I 
Commission.

' To the extent I. am privileged to parA' | 
ticipate in its work I shall do everything | 
in my power to see that the- committees; K 
remains above politics. -^ I

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speakerr? g 
will the gentleman yield? |

Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. I yield, to ? K 
the gentleman from Mississippi. 4; k

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker/l ' | 
rise in support of this resolution. 'Y;’ B 

■ As chairman of the House Select ? | 
Committee on Missing Persons in South-,: | 
east Asia, I would like to pledge to tl.e | 
gentleman or others my cooperation and * I 
work with the staff on how. to set up 1 
the committee. I also commend the gen- - S 
tieman from Texas (Mr. Gonzalez) for I 
his initial leadership in this area. I would | 
suggest to the gentleman from Virginia 
that you have a small staff and use other:? 
Government agencies to help gather., 
information.

Also I would like to suggest that these 
’ select committees do not have to run on 

.and on. Even though the Select Commit- •; 
tee on Missing Persons was extended for A - 
3 months over the 1 year of the life of 
the committee, which was needed, I think 
we can write a comprehensive report on 
the missing persons by January 3. I see 
no reason to extend the Select Commit- ^ 
tee on Missing Persons. *

I know the gentleman will look into 
these matters. >

- Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. I thantt.
the gentleman from Mississippi. I agree 
with him. The life of the committee will 
be determined by each succeeding Con-...  
gross.

Mr. SEIBERLING. Mr. Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield?

Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. I- yield to" ‘ 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Seibzr- . 
ling).

Mr. SEIBERLING. Mr. Speaker, f 
would like to add my support to Mis*®’

^ 4^ ^Y ^* *
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resohnion and commend the gentleman 

■ in the well for his devotion to this cause.
I think all America will applaud him for 
it.

• ■ The trouble is that we all felt in our 
■ ■'banes that we did net have all the facts 
■at to these terrible events, but only re
cently have we gotten some concrete 
evidence to confirm our misgivings. I was 
privileged to sit on the House Judiciary 
Subcommittee cn Civil Rights earlier 
this year when we had hearings with 
respect to the FBI incident where they 

-had a report on Oswald which was sup
-pressed and flushed down the drain.

Unfortunately, the new evidence has 
been developed piecemeal and as a sort 
of byproduct of other investigations and 
oversight hearings. Now for the first 

• time we will have the satisfaction that 
st least one committee will have the ju
risdiction to go into this whole matter 
end try to answer some of these awful 
questions that have been continuing con- 

■ cern to the people of our country.
Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. I thank 

the gentleman.
This committee will engage in no 

witch hunts. Its purpose is to arrive at 
-tire truth and not to blame those'who 
may have erred in the original investi
gation.

For my part the only conclusion I have 
reached concerning the murders of Pres
ident Kennedy and Dr. King is that we 
do.not know the complete truth. Cer
tainly in the case of President Kennedy 

. I am convinced that there was a. con
spiracy involved.

. I do not, however, know the identity 
■ of the conspirators or their motives.

The SPEAKER. The time of the gen
tleman from Virginia has expired.

. ■ Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
additional minute to the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Downing) "

Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. Mr.
i Speaker, so that there will be no question 

about the nonpolitical purposes of this 
proposed committee, it has been agreed 

■ there will be no public hearings held 
prior to the election in November. Some 

...hearings may be scheduled for later this 
F-year, but none of the time will be spent 

; in organizing staff, setting priorities or 
obtaining the mass of political records 
for setting the stage for broad and de

. liberate action by the Select Commit
tee. when as I strongly urge and ex

- Peet it will be reestablished in the 35th 
Congress.

Mr. Speaker. I am sure we each re
member the manner in which we heard 
of the assassination of President Ken
nedy and Dr. King. We may forget many 
01 the details in our lives, but wc will 
each remember where wc were and what 
we were doing when wo heard about it 
and our own personal reactions thereto.

Mr. Speaker. I do not want to go home 
fend face my people unless I can assure 
them that I have done my utmost to 
Provide them with all the knowledge of 
"Hat happened to John F. Kennedy, our 
termer President. I want them to know 
’’hat happened to Dr. King. I want them 
*2 Iwew that no one stood in the way 
K learning the truth. I want to restore 
credibility in our Government. I want to

Congre s, rivsc pleasure I b. ve chosen 
to leave at this time with great reluc
tance.

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. Gonzalez).

(Mr. GONZALEZ asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his 
remarks.)

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, today— 
in this eleventh hour of the 94th Con
gress—the House has finally seen fit to 
attempt to discharge its responsibility in 
respect to some of the political assassi
nations of the last decade.

When I became the first Member of 
Congress since the Warren Commission 
report to ask for a congressional inves
tigation of political : assassinations on 
February 19, 1975—at the first available 
time after committees were organized 
for this Congress—I was ridiculed in 
some quarters and no one else was in
terested in joining in the effort. The U.S. 
press was, generally speaking, disinter
ested.

Much to my surprise, as well as every
one else's, the kind of reaction which 
I initially received quickly began to 
change as the result of revelations, espe
cially about the John F. Kennedy assas
sination, which began to appear in print. 
The showing of the Zapruder film on 
national television also stimulated great 
interest.

As the interest began to mount, my 
good colleague, Congressman Thomas 
Downing of Virginia, introduced the very 
same resolution which I had introduced, 
but left off all other assassinations—or 
attempted assassinations—except that of 
President Kennedy.

However, I had originally proposed 
and continued to propose that the House 
also undertake a review of the assassina
tions of U.S. Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
and Dr. Martin Luther- King, and the at
tempt on the life of Gov. George Wallace, 
so my good colleague and I began to 
gather cosponsors on our two different 
versions of my proposal.

In the discussions which I had with 
my good colleague he argued that all 
the names of the others, especially that 
of Dr. King, should be removed from 
the proposal I had introduced, if wc were 
to get any congressional investigation 
underway on the Jolin F. Kennedy as
sassination, or any assassination.

Therefore, it was heartening this last 
Monday that my good colleague, Thomas 
Downing, agreed to join me and Con
gressman Walter Fauntroy in a com
promise proposal. House Resolution 
1540. which, includes Dr. King’s assassi
nation. and possibly others, ::s well as 
that of President Kennedy.

Mr. Speaker, you will recall, that I was 
the very first to appeal io you personally, 
on the floor of this House, for considera
tion of legislation creating a select com
mittee on assassinations, as we have 
done today. This first appeal was many 
months ago when it appeared that there 
was no likelihood that we would ever get 
such a proposal cut of the House Rides 
Committee.

Creation of the select committee is 
long overdue. However, whether creation 
of such a committee at this time, under

' he present cite-, m go , o , in cl nd mg I i 
retirement from Congress of my col
league, Congressman Downing, is really 
appropriate, remains to be seen.

I have only one interest: the truth 
about why and how these assassinations 

-occurred.
In organizing such an effort, as a se

lect committee on assassinations, we 
should have only the objective of assess
ing the effects of these assassinations on 
the American people, trying to determine 
why they happened, and how we can 
prevent such a series of events from hap
pening again. .

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield ’ 
such time as he may consume to t lie gen
tleman from Illinois (Mr. Anderson).

(Mr. ANDERSON of Illinois asked and 
was given permission to revise and ex
tend his remarks,)

Mr. ANDERSON of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I am delighted that the gcule- 
man who has preceded me on this reso
lution was the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Downing). The gentleman cer
tainly has no political motives whatever 
in espousing the cause of a reopening of 
the investigation into the death of Dr. 
King and John F. Kennedy, because g 
all of the Members of this committee 
know, the gentleman from Virginia is 
not seeking reelection to this body.

Mr. Speaker, very frankly, I was one 
of those who originally was highly skep
tical—totally skeptical, I would say—of 
the utility of further pursuing this mat
ter. Yet, after listening to the testimony 
of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Downing) before the Committee on 
Rules way back in March of this year, I 
was so impressed with the very patient 
and persistent effort that the gentleman 
had made to gather together all of the 
facts and all of the evidence that cer
tainly pointed to new areas that, deserve 
investigation, that at that ime I voted in 
favor of reporting out this resolution. 
This was on the 31st of March of this 
year.

Now, almost 6 months have gone by. 
6 months, I might say, of very valuable 
time that could have been used to pursue 
this matter.

Fortunately, some of the members of 
the Committee on Rules, at least in my 
judgment, changed their position and so 
it. was that I read this week 2 days ago 
that by a vote of 9 to 4 this resolution 
was favorably reported.

Mr. Speaker, I shall not: take the time 
to go into the evidence that 1ms been 
presented to the committee by the gen
tleman from Virginia (Mr. DowxixrL 
The gentleman lias already made some 
reference to it in his statement a nu.mcn! 
ago; but, for example, some of the urn
plc who have mged reccrmriern; g::: ■ : 
this matter include the staff at tonic'. / 
the Commission. David igiin, who m 
November of last year called for a new 
investigation, because the Commission 
at the time it did its work had been 
totally unaware of CIA attempts cn the 
Jife of Fidel Castro; yet I read, for ex
ample, in the statement, of the i\nfi>.- 
man, from Virginia (Mr. Downing’' and 
heard the gcnilcmai: rectify before ikr 
Committee on Rules, that Lee Harvey 
Oswald was questioned by seven FBI of-
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ficials for approximately 12 hours and 
that there are no stenographic tran
scripts of his interrogation, no tape-re
corded record of his questioning was 
made, that no notes were kept, even by

Mr. Speaker, those are things certain
ly that lead me to believe that in view of 
what we have learned in recent months 
of CIA involvement in attempted assas
sination efforts with respect to the 
Cuban dictator, Fidel Castro, and also 
some of the revelations with respect to 
the activities of the FBI have lead me to 
believe that reasonable men have the 
right at this point in history to once 
again make an inquiry into these mat
ters.

I have not spoken as extensively about 
the need for reinvestigation of the death 
of Dr. King, although I understand from 
one of the witnesses before our commit
tee, Mr. Fauntroy, that there is evidence 
in this case as well that is deserving of 
consideration. I think both of these mat
ters are so important that I would urge 
Members to put aside their doubts and 
support the adoption of the resolution.

Mr. THONE. Mr. Speaker, will the gen
tleman yield?

Mr. ANDERSON of Illinois. I yield to 
the gentleman from Nebraska.

Mr. THONE asked and was given per
mission to revise and extend his re
marks)

Mr. THONE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding to me.

Mr. Speaker, no one can deny that 
there is a considerable percentage of 
people in America who feel they haven’t 
had the full truth about the assassina
tion of former President John F. Ken
nedy and Martin Luther King. There are 
lingering doubts in the minds of many 
about the participants, motives, and 
causes of these tragedies. . -

In my opinion, sinister conspiratory 
aspects loom larger and larger.

Questions have also been raised about 
killings, or attempted murders, of other 
leading American political leaders in the 
past 10 to 15 years.

It is always worthwhile to seek the 
truth. It is always a wise course to try 
to replace doubts with certainty. It is 
always a course of wisdom to seek to find 
answers for important questions.

An investigation of these assassination 
attempts may help to guide America’s 
conduct of international relations. An 
investigation may help to provide better 
protection for our political leaders. Most 
importantly, an investigation that is 
thorough, complete, and impartial will 
do much to ease American minds. The 
United States is a nation of free people. 
We require knowledge and information 
to keep our freedom. As Jesus said, "The 
truth will make you free.”

In the search for truth, I urge adop
tion of this proposal.

Mr. YATES. Mr. Speaker, will the gen
tleman yield? ,

Mr. ANDERSON of Illinois. I yield to 
my colleague from Illinois.

Mr. YATES. Mr. Speaker, the state
ments that have been made today by 
those advocating the resolution indicate

that tlie committee's attention will be 
devoted to the assassinations of former 
President Kennedy and Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King. Yet, I am troubled by the 
phrase in the resolution which states, 
“and any others the select committee 
shall determine.’’

Mr. ANDERSON of Illinois. I would 
respond to the gentleman from Illinois 
in this manner: Certainly, all of the tes
timony before the Committee on Rules— 
and which led me individually to support 
as long ago as March of this year the 
adoption of a resolution to set up a select 
committee—was based on a desire on the 
part of the witness to reopen the in
vestigation into the deaths of two men, 
and two men only, Dr. Martin Luther 
King and former President John F. Ken
nedy.

Let me conclude my answer by saying 
that just as the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Downing) pointed out, there have 
been some very mysterious deaths occur 
in recent months, and he referred by 
name to two former members of the 
Mafia. It is generally believed that they 
may have had some connection with 
plots by the CIA on the life of Castro; 
so that, to me, indicates that this lan
guage is merely designed to give the se
lect committee, if it is established, the 
latitude and the flexibility that it might 
need to look into the deaths of other 
individuals who are not really the prime 
focus of inquiry, but leads with respect 
to how that matter would in turn per
haps shed some light on the whole mys
tery surrounding the deaths of former 
President Kennedy and Dr. King. So, I 
think it is wholly ancillary'to the prin
cipal thrust of the investigation, which 
is to look into the deaths of Dr. King 
and former President Kennedy.

Mr. YATES. Does the gentleman be
lieve that the work of the committee 
should be fully devoted to the deaths of 
those two individuals? And further re
specting the deaths, as the gentleman 
suggested, occurring recently if those 
deaths are related to the death of former 
President Kennedy, the authority given 
by the resolution would permit the com
mittee to go into those deaths as well. I 
think the authority that is given by that 
gratuitous phrase, if you please, is so 
broad that the committee could go into 
the assassination of President Lincoln, 
for example, under this authority. It 
could go into the assassination of Presi
dent McKinley.

Mr. ANDERSON of Illinois. Now, the 
gentleman is resorting to a familiar de
vice. There is not a shred of evidence 
before the Committee on Rules to show 
that they intend to go back and exhume 
the bones of Abraham Lincoln or James 
Garfield.

Mr. YATES. Why put this phrase in 
here then?

Mr. ANDERSON of Illinois. I have 
tried to explain to the gentleman that 

_the deaths of some of the other people in 
"""recent months have lead the authors of 
the resolution to think they might have 
some bearing on the deaths of President 
Kennedy and Dr. King.

Mr. YATES. If they have a bearing on 
the deaths, would not the authority of

t^ja^-i
■w

this resolution give Congress the power : 
to go into that investigation?

Mr. ANDERSON of Illinois. I suppose 
one could argue without the phrase ''and 
of any others’’ that they could.

Mr. YATES. That is right. I thank the ' 
gentleman for his concession.

Mr. ANDERSON of Illinois.. I frankly 
cannot see the basis for the fears ex- 
pressed by the gentleman from Illinois ■ 
that this committee is going to get oS on . 
a fishing expedition into every gangland 
slaying that has occurred over the past 
10 years. I do not think that is their in- 
tention at all.

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 - 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali
fornia (Mr. Sisk) .

(Mr. SISK asked and was given per- > 
mission to revise and extend his re- >. 
marks.)

Mr. SISK. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
the gentleman yielding.

Mr. Speaker, let me urge my colleagues, a 
for gosh sakes, if they have any respect, A 
as I am sure they all do, for the dollars 
of our taxpayers, let us vote this resolu- • 
tion down. This, to me, is almost unbe
lievable, that we would be here, ap- _ 
proaching October 1, even discussing the 
issue.

Maybe I should not use this title, be- ■ 
cause it certainly does not apply to any - 
Member of this body, nor to most Amer
icans, but there are unfortunately, a y 
number of people running around this ; 
country who are plain witch hunters, and 
they have some kind of a melodramatic 
desire for the morbid. They want to try 
to create an incident.

If anyone can stand up and tell me one 
single good that anything that this com
mittee may do would be of any bene
fit to the American people, to the Amer
ican Government, to anyone, then for 
God’s sake I wish they would do it.

I thought we put this thing to bed 
a long time ago, and we did have it 
stopped for a time.

But it seems to ever raise its head. And, 
finally, let me say we had an amendment 
yesterday proposed to eliminate the 

.phrase which has been raised here which 
opens it up. For example, I understand 
there is new evidence in connection v/ith 
the death of President Harding. I do not 
know whether or not the committee 
wants to go in and investigate the death 
of President Harding, and I do not really 
care. I just hope, as I said, that we vote 
this resolution down, and particularly at 
this stage of the year when there is no 
possibility even, with the admission of 
possible Members of the committee, that 
they are going to do anything this year 
and will depend on the 95th Congress

■■v

WWW

my col- 
kinds of

for any achievements that 
developed.

Mr. Speaker, let me say to 
leagues that we have heard all

may be

?ft®

rumors, and there will continue to be 
rumors. We had a very distinguished 
commission 13 years ago that I think did 
the very best possible job of investigating 
this. People talk about new facts. We 
read about new facts concerning a whole 
variety of things, some of them going 
back 100 years ago. Facts are facts to the 
individual stating them. They may or



September 17, 1976 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H 10363

may not be.facts. They may be truths or 
half-truths.

■ So I say, Mr. Speaker, that I would 
urge that this House on this occasion vote 

Rjy:_ down this resolution, and then if the 95th 
. Congress wants to take a look at some 

®!': new evidence that apparently seems to 
be floating around, they can do so. 

«£ -Frankly, as a Member of the Committee 
: WV on Rules, I still have not heard anything 

up there that would in any way change 
my strong conviction tliat it is a total 
waste of time. Are we going to go down 

^„\ and bring Mr. Castro up here if somebody 
A4< comes up with some so-called facts that 
Jj-' he was instrumental in the death of 
A - President Kennedy? To me, it is just un- 
j<< believable tliat we spend our time on this 
;^~. kind of situation.

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
- .. minute to the gentleman from Virginia 

(Mr. Downing).
(Mr. DOWNING of Virginia asked and 

was given permission to revise and 
: extend his remarks.)

- ; Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. Mr.
■ :’ Speaker, I have resolved this question 

: for myself. Tire Members all know that
. .. - I do not go in for the sensational or the 

bizarre. That is not my lifestyle. I asked 
,A; myself: "Why do you-want to do this?” 

- And the answer came back: "The truth.” 
The American people want to know the

- truth. I would hope and pray that the 
, _ committee would resolve tliat the War

ren Commission was right, but I know' in 
my heart it will not.

.Let me tell the Members something 
else about these assassinations. We 

\ should take into consideration the poJiti- 
cal effects of thus crime. Let us think of 
ibis for a minute: But for the fact that 
Kennedy was assassinated, Johnson 

j-jg:.. probably would not have been President, 
- ■ and but for the fact that Robert F. Ken- 
- nedy was assassinated, Richard M. Nixon 

- probably would not have been President, 
fa- and but for tlie fact that George Wallace 

.’^1 was eliminated, Nixon probably would 
not have been reelected. No one can tell 
me that an assassination does not have 

effect on politics and on our form of 
‘§fs government.
;-i^ ' Mr- Speaker, I urge the Members to 
L "’vote for this resolution.

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from the Dis
trict of Columbia (Mr. Fauntdoy).

<Mr. FAUNTROY asked and was given 
• permission to revise and extend his re- 

marks.)
Mr. FAUNTROY. Mr. Speaker, I. rise in 

• ( support of the House Resolution 1540. 
j There are at least three compelling rea- 
| sons for the Hou.se to establish this Sc- 

Ret Committee on Assassinations. The 
Erst is that the American people want 
it. The second is that a. wealth of new 

| ; information which was not available to
I trie initial investigators of the Kennedy !E::t’ Kins assassinations .justifies it. And 

third, Mr. Speaker, the best vehicle for 
t such an inquiry would be a duly consti- 
| tuted panel of distinguished Members of 
f this House committed to conduct a re-
i ’ sponsible and searching investigation of 
I vie.se matters.
| Let us take a look at the first com

pelling reason, namely that: The Ameri
can people today want a. thorough, im

partial and reliable investigation of the1 
rash of political assassinations that have 
rocked our Nation over the past 13 
years. Both nationwide polls and more lo- - 
calize polls of the opinions of the Ameri
can people indicate that an overwhelm- 

- ing majority of our people are not satis
fied that we know the whole truth about 
several of these assassinations. In fact, a 
CBS nationwide poll as recently as No
vember of last year found a whopping 46 
percent of the American people believing 
that the shootings of John F. Kennedy, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and even George 
Wallace were related. The polls found 
only that 15 percent of the American peo
ple believe that Lee Harvey Oswald acted 
alone in the Kennedy assassination.

When one reflects upon the wealth of 
new information that has come to light 
since initial investigators completed their 
work, one can understand the low level 
of confidence which the American people 
have in these dated findings. Not only 
have a number of books published on the 
subject of the assassinations revealed . 
new information and raised serious ques
tions that ought to be answered, but the 
recent findings of the Senate Select Com
mittee on Intelligence have, in my view, 
confirmed the need for a reopening of 
these matters.

Our distinguished colleague from Vir
ginia. Mr. Downing, has noted a number 
of facts that were not available to the 
Warren Commission in the Kennedy 
case. The King assassination has never 
been thoroughly investigated inasmuch 
as there has never been a trial, even 
though the confessed assassin has been 
seeking one for nearly 8 years. I have 
shared new information with respect to 
the King assassination with the leader
ship of the House with the result that 
they have concurred in our desire to es
tablish the select committee.

Third, Mr. Speaker, a select committee 
of the House is clearly the best vehicle 
for investigating this investigation. What 
the Senate Select Committee oil Intelli
gence has documented about the shame
ful conduct of the FBI with respect to 
Dr. King is certainly enough to convince 
all- of us that the responsible thing for 
the Congress to do is to undertake this 
investigation, resolve any lingering 
doubts and help restore confidence in 
our Government.

The American people want it, new in
formation demands it, and the conduct 
of our traditional investigate agencies 
require that we establish this select com
mittee. Nothing more is needed; nothing 
less will suffice.

Mr. MYERS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, 
will the gentleman yield?

Mr. FAUNTROY. 1 yield, to the gomic- 
man from Indiana.

Mr. MYERS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, 
I share the concern of the gentleman, 
and I agree that these assmssinutionx cer
tainly needed investigation at the lime, 
but I fail to realize hov.’ we can come up 
now 2- weeks before sine die adjourn
ment with a resolution that provides lor 
tile appointment of 3 2 Members of this 
Chamber to make rm investigation in 2 
weeks and ckor the air in a m: ::n if.;.t 
the Warren Commission spent, months in 
investigating. 1 just cannot see it

I will ask one other question if I may.
Mr. FAUNTROY. May I ai.m.e; the 

first question and then answer the gen
tleman's second.

Mr. MYERS of Indiana. Certainly.
Mr. FAUNTROY. It is my considered 

judgment that the members of the Com
mittee on Rules who voted for this, in
cluding the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Downing) whose record is very 
clear on questions of this nature, have 
net moved to do this at this time with-, 
oat serious understanding of the urgent 
need to preserve testimony. I am con
fident that when we are apprised of the 
specifics, of the new information, we will 
understanding the wisdom of the leader
ship which is supporting this mev-ure 
now.

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker. I yield 
myself an additional 30 seconds.

<Mr. MADDEN asked and wa« given 
permission to revise and exRnc his 
remarks.)

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
commend the gentleman from the Dis
trict of Columbia (Mr. Fauntroy) for the 
remarks he just made.

.As I previously stated, Mr. Speaker, 
there have been thousands of letters and 
requests from organizations and people 
all over the country pressing for these 
investigations.

The gentleman from Texas <Mr. Gon
zalez.) ha-s been one of the pioneers in 
bringing about this investigation resolu
tion. His work has not only extended 
over months, but over years in trying to 
get this Select Assassination Committee 
created.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. Pickle).

(Mr. PICKLE asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his 
remarks.)

Mr. PICKLE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Mad
den) for yielding.

I will not take all of that time because 
I was also going to point out to the House 
that one of the first voices in the Con
gress to raise questions was that of tire 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. Gonzalez) .

Mr. Speaker, I have doubts about what 
this committee will find; but I do know 
that the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
Gonzalez) has been pursuing this mat
ter for the last several years and probably 
was the first one to initiate or to insist, 
on further inquiring. I think the House 
ought to know that perhaps this resolu
tion is before us today because of his 
persistence and because oi his determi
nation tliat certain testimony om h: to 
be: preserved.

Mr. Speaker, most of us are myr m 
reserve our judgment, but, I know that 
the able gentleman from Te -Mr 
Gonzalez) felt very strongly aH , im- 
certainties, and I think tha-Uhc rm 
sicvid be reminded of that, 
fact.

Mr. MYERS of Indiana. Mr fivoiUr. 
vili the gentleman yaki?

Mr. PICKLE. I yield to the semiemim 
from Indiana.

Mr. MYERS of Indiana. Mr. S; -Rm 
cr.cc again wo will establish a com;:.:-- 
sicn or a select committee, and I under
stand that these people who will serve
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on this committee have already been 
designated, in the event this resolution 
passes today.

I wonder it this resolution would be 
here today if the 11 inembers who will 
serve on it were not Members of the 
House of Representatives. If we selected 
id persons from the population to make 
tins investigation, would we still be voting 
on this bill today? Are we really con
cerned about this er is this an oppor
tunity tor somebody ro lie out in the 
limelight again?

Mr. PICKLE. Mr. Speaker, I must say 
to the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
Myers 1 that I do not know whether the 
members have been seletced. That is a 
matter for the Speaker, who will make 
t ii■?,t cietftrmir.a tion.

Mr. MYERS of Indiana. If the gentle
man will yield further, at the time this 
came up I understand that the members 
had been selected already or designated, 
at least, even though they have not been 
appointed.

Again, I doubt that we would be here 
today taking up this resolution if Mem
bers of Congress were not to serve on this 
very select committee. Regardless- of liow 
worthy or meritorious this bill is. can 
the 12 members to be appointed fulfill 
all their other legislative responsibilities, 
all probably will be running for reelec
tion and will be doing some politicking 
during this period, yet do any kind of 
job of investigation and make a report 
before we adjourn? To spend that much 
money in such a short time is just not 
reasonable.

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. Fithian).

(Mr. FITHIAN asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his 
remarks.)

Mr. FITHIAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. *

When I came to this body nearly 2 
years ago, I came from a role of a history- 
professor.

I was the person who had seen in the 
books repeatedly or every so often the 
statement that we wanted to go back and 
reinvestigate some assassinaton.

Mr. Speaker, by training alone, I was 
opposed to this movement; but in the 
last 13 months, both from the evidence 
that has been amassed and the interest 
that has been exhibited, and from my 
own investigation and my own reading 
into this subject, I have been led to 
believe that this is worthy of our con
sideration. It is worthy of our considera
tion because there are too many unan
swered questions.

Both of these assassinations and the 
evidence pertaining to them are now 
demonstrably incomplete, as has been 
stated ably by the gentleman from 
Illinois '.Mr. Anderson), that being the 
case, it is time to try to lay this question 
to i-est and to try to assure the American 
people, who are, as the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. Madden), the chairman of 
tile Committee on Rules mentioned, 
uneasy about this whole matter.

Therefore, I would urge the Members 
of this body to support this resolution.

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
1 minute to the gentleman from New 
Jersey < Mr. Patten? .

(Mr. PATTEN asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his 
remarks.)

Mr. PATTEN. Mr. Speaker, I think it is 
odd. Yesterday we had the Clean Air Act. 
Today we have, this resolution.

Everybody in America loves moving 
pictures and they love to read mystery 
Stories. It is the best way to sell a 
■newspaper.

I work on the Appropriations Com
mittee and there are no TV cameras or 
lights, no reporters. Let us get into the 
act even if it is a fake.

Mr. WON PAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
support House Resolution 1540, which 
calls for the creation of a select commit
tee to investigate the deaths of the late 
President'John F. Kennedy, his brother 
Robert, Martin Luther King, and the at
tempted assassination of Gov. George 
Wallace.

The measure now before this body is 
similar to one I cosponsored; House Res
olution 456, both of which were written 
by our esteemed colleague Representative 
Henry B. Gonzalez, of Texas.

Tire need for Congress to undertake a 
new and thorough investigation of these 
matters, particularly the Kennedy assas
sinations, is very real. Recent events have 
revealed .new information which shed 
light on some very gray areas of the Ken
nedy assassinations. Information which 
should give every American pause to 
question whether the Warren Commis
sion did, in fact, uncover all the sordid 
facts surrounding these terrible events 
in our history. Did Cuban President Fidel 
Castro play a role in the killings as press 
reports now indicate may be the case? 
Did the Mafia know about the murders 
and are the gangland killings of the two 
Mafia heads related in any way to the 
Kennedy assassinations?

I. for one, have no idea if these or any 
of the numerous theories about the assas
sinations are valid. But the fact remains 
thatjnany Americans continue to doubt 
that all the truth has been revealed.

I have great confidence that should 
the Congress approve of this legislation, 
the investigation will be conducted in a 
professional and responsible manner 
which will reflect credit on the U.S. Con
gress. What we are looking for is the 
truth, not a sideshow. But as long as a 
reasonable doubt remains, I believe that 
it is the duty of the Congress to investi
gate these issues and report to the Ameri
can people its findings.

Congressman Gonzalez deserves our 
support in this matter. He has approach
ed this sensative issue with dignity and 
appreciation for the complex issues in
volved. Should the select committee be 
au thorized, I would heartedly recommend 
that Congressman Gonzalez be chosen 
as its chairman. He is extremely familiar 
with the issues and has undoubtedly de
veloped strong connections with many of 
the groups who have publicly expressed 
reservations about the assassinations. 
Congressman Gonzalez’s record in the 
House is an outstanding one, and I am 
confident that he would carry out the

duties of the chairman of the select toniS 8 
mittee io investigate the assassinations?- 8 
with his usual skill. ®

Mr. ANDERSON of California. Mr_. ft 
Speaker. I rise to support House Rcsclt.> 
tion 15H), a resolution that establishes.- ft 
a House select committee to complete a.-.- a 
thorough investigation of the assassina-s-' 
lions of President. Kennedy and Dr. MarJ I 
tin Luther King, Jr. ’ I

Lingering doubt about “what han— | 
pened" remains with the American isw I 
pie. Uncertainty about the death of great-? j 
leaders, or anyone cannot be. , 1

Thus, last year I cosponsored a nearly# | 
identical resolution (H. Res. 574) introl 1 
duced by my colleague from Virginia. Mi^ I 
Downing. Today, I urge every Member tog ft 
join with me in passing a resolution that^i 1 
hopefully, will close an old wound. I

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise tM I 
urge a speedy passage today of Housj| I 
Resolution 1540. As Members of theft J 
House of Representatives, -we have the«t I 
duty to investigate and prove or disprov^l 
to the best of our ability any allegations® I 
of impropriety or conspiracy in the® I 
assassinations. The American people®? I 
have the right to know with the greatest I 
certainty possible the circumstances su» | 
rounding deaths of President Kennedy™^ | 
Martin Luther King, and the attemptedtel 
assassination of Governor Wallace. - W

Mr. MINETA. Mr. Speaker, I am mos^. I 
hopeful that today the House will take# | 
a step toward ending the 13 years ofg, I 
doubt that have surrounded the assasst-g I 
nation of President John F. Kennedy^ 
Public opinion polls have shown us re^. 
peatedly that the American people sim?^ 
ply do not believe the conclusions of fteSS 
Warren Commission report. And rather-^., 
than.subsiding, the questions, charges^ 
and doubts grow in scope, magnitude,^ 
and intensity with the passage of timaW 
The Senate Select Committee on Inlel-W 
ligence Activities concluded that there'll 
were serious omissions in .the info'-ma-M 
tion and evidence provided to the Wai>;g. 
ren Commission and that another inS 
vestigation is warranted. I concur with-sg 
that conclusion and believe the House® 
of Representatives should establish thei® 
vehicle to conduct that investigation. ■ -^

It is clear that the Warren Commis-* 
sion never questioned the guilt of Les^ 
Harvey Oswald and never looked intdW 
any information that was not directly/*^ 
related to him. In this way the" never # 
examined any information that did not #, 
fit into this preconceived conclusion, ani® 
thus the scope of their investigation was® 
narrow and incomplete.

I do not portend to know who ditt’-j 
or did not, kill President Kennedy. I (tow 
know that too many. questions an<® 
doubts remain for us not to createiW 
select committee to investigate that as-^ 
sassination. Further, information that-if 
has come to light over the last several *; 
months regarding the surveillance andS 
harassment of Rev. Martin Luther Kins^ 
and the inconsistencies surrounding his^ 
assassination warrant attention by thei 
House of Representatives as well. J#

I urge all of my colleagues to consider^ 
the public's right to know the truth, and,» 
cast an affirmative vote on this resolu-S 
tion. #£
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Kir. BIAGGI. Mx. Speaker, I rise to in
dicate my full support for this resolution 
which will establish a new Select Com
mittee on Assassinations. As a cospon
sor of this resolution, I consider its pas
sage vital if we are to address the clam- 
orings of millions of Americans to reopen 
the investigations of the assassinations 
of John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.

Now, almost 13 years later, there are 
still many serious questions being raised 
on certain key facts associated with the 
murder of President Kennedy. The re
lentless efforts of such person.? as Mark 
Lane in his book "Rush to Judgment” as 
well as other individuals and groups, have 
produced new evidence which questions 
the findings of the Warren Commission. 
It should be clearly understood that the 
efforts to create this select committee 
are in no way designed to be a total de
nunciation of the Warren Commission. 
Rather, in light of new and substantial 
evidence, it is imperative that a new in
quiry be undertaken and we are seeking 
to allow Congress to investigate the as
sassination for the first time.

Similarly, serious questions have been 
raised about the murder of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. New and very disturb
ingtheories have surfaced which deserve 
close examination. This is exactly what 
the committee would do.

I am pleased that this resolution will 
vest tire new committee with sufficient 
authority to insure that thorough in
quiries are conducted. These two assassi
nations of major American leaders have 
had a profound effect on all Americans. 
We must write the final chapter- on these 
two dark events in American history by 
permitting all relevant evidence to be 
aired and considered so that unimpeach
able conclusions on these assassinations 
may be reached.

Mrs. MINK. Mi-. Speaker, I rise in sup
port of House Resolution 1540, to estab
lish a Select Committee on Assassination. 
.Many of us have been shocked in recent 
times to learn of the extent to which 
American intelligence and law enforce
ment agencies have engaged in illegal, 
improper, and unethical activities. In
vestigations by both Chambers of Con 
gress have charted a long history of 
abuses by the CIA, FBI, and other agen
cies that have included illegal electronic 
surveillance, drug abuses, political spy
ing, mail openings, efforts to disrupt and 
discredit citizen protest groups, and as
sassination plots against foreign leaders.

Tiie. recent disclosure of J. Edgar 
Hoover's now infamous COINTELFRO 
memos outlines a nationwide program to 
"expose, disrupt, misdirect, discredit, or 
otherwise neutralize the activities” of 
orc&nizaUwis and leaders who did not 
share Mr. Hoover’s political philosophy. 
And yet, I would remind my colleagues, 

■ that the investigations of the assassina
tions of President John F. Kennedy, Sen
ator Robert F. Kennedy, and Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., were 'dependent upon 
information gathered under the direction 
of the very same J. Edgar Hoover.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress had done 
• Wuch to prevent the reoccurrence of the 
8buj.es of the past but to stop nt this 
Point is to leave our work half done.

Many Americans are demanding to he 
told the whole truth about the assassina
tions of some of our greatest leaders. The 
recent systematic violations of the Con
stitution, Federal, State, and local laws 
by the FBI, CIA, and other agencies, 
necessitates the direct intervention of 
this honorable body in order to determine 
if all facts have been brought to light. 
The American people will expect no less.

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in opposition, to this resolution. The 
proponents of this resolution are asking 
the American taxpayers to pay $250,000 
to study the circumstances surrounding 
the assassinations of certain named m- 
dividuals and other unnamed individ
uals. The proponents of this resolution 
call for the expenditure of these funds 
even though thousands of dollars have 
been previously spent by various local. 
State, and Federal entities—including 
adjudicatory bodies—in the investigation 
of assassinations.

Now, Mr. Speaker, assassinations are a 
terrible thing and if we could prevent 
them by writing $250,000 reports that 
nobody will read, I would, vote for this 
resolution. But the proponents of this 
resolution indicate that we just have to 
have this study. However, I have neither 
heard nor seen a great, clamor from the 
people demanding this study. If the pro
ponents truly down deep in their hearts 
want this great treatise called for by this 
resolution, I respectfully suggest that 
they reach down deep in their pockets 
and get out their checkbooks and per
sonally contribute to this undertaking. I 
have it calculated. If each of the Mem
bers would write a check for $575. that 
will cover the $250,000 cost of this en
deavor. Since the people do not want, 
this resolution it is only fair that we pay 
the bill and save the taxpayers some 
funds. I suspect that there would be a 
lot less studies undertaken if we were 
required to pay for them out of our own 
pockets. And I also suspect, Mr. Speaker, 
that all of these study commissions would 
not linger on indefinitely if the Members 
were required to pay for them year after 
year.

The SPEAKER. All time has expired.
GENERAL LEAVE:

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker. I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which 
to revise and extend their remarks on. 
the subject of the pending resolution.

Tire SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gciiiieman from In
diana ?

There was no objection.
Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Spearm, I move 

the previous question on the resolution.
The previous question was ordered.
The SPEAKER.. The question is. on the 

resolution.
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker announced th at the ayes ap- 
pcar to have it. •

Mr. ASHBROOK. Mr. Speaker, J ob
ject. to the vote on the grotmd that a 
quorum is not. prestaf and make the 
point of order ihai ;>. quorum R not 
present.

The SPEAKER. Evidently a ouorum 
is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms c.-n uofWy al: 
sent Members.

The vote was taken by electronic de
vice, and there were—yeas 280. nays 05 
answered "present” 1, not £4. a
follows:

[Roll No. 748 1
YEAS—280

Abdnor Frcnzel Morgan
Addabbo Frcv Mme
A'] CH Gibbons
Ain bro Gilman M’. <T'-' :•',;
Anderson, Ginn Nu I cl* v r

Calif. Gonzalez Neal
Anderson, Ill. Goodiing Nichols
Andrews, N.C. G radison Nix
Andrews, Grassley Nolan

N. Dak. Gude Nowak
Archer Guyer (.mers: ar
Armstrong Haley Obey
Ashbrook Hall. Ill. O Brien
Aspin Hamilton. O'Hara
AnCoin Hammer- C Neiii
Bm’Mis schmidt Gt tin ger
Hahins Hanley Fauisen. N Y
Bp. ncns Hann mord I hv til
Bauman Hark in FiT/pri
Beard, i'll. Harri ngwn Ptrkins
Bedell Harris Pettis
Bennett Hayes.Ind. Pevser
Bergland Kechi er, W. Va. Pickle
Revin Heckler, Mass. Pressler
Biaggi Hefner Prey er
Bingham Henderson Price-
Blanchard Hightower Pritchard
Blouin HUI is Quie
Boggs Holland Railsback
Bol and Holtzma n Pegida
Bolling Horton H ; ss
Honker Ho ward Phodct
Hr ulemas Hubbard Richmond
Breaux Hughes Rinaldo
Brinkley Hungat e Roberts
Brodhead Hyde Rodino
Brooks Ichord Roe
Broomfield Jacobs Rogers
Brown, Calif. Jet! ords Rcmca: io
Brown, Ohio Jenrctte ^001 lev
Broyhill Johnson, Calif. Rqucmthm
Buchanan Johnson, Colo. Roush
Burgener Jones, /Ma. Russo
Burke. F1r. Jones, N.C. St Germain
Burke, Mass. Jones. Tenn. San' mi
Burton, Phillip Jordan s.1 r a i
Boiler Karth Believer
Carr Kasten Schulze
Cederberg Kastenmeier Scbcrliac
Clausen, Kazan Sharp

Don H. Kemp Shriver
Clay Kevs Sih es
Cohen Koch Slack
Conte Krebs Smith, lows
Conyers Krueger Smirk. Nebr.
Corman LaFrdce Sola 17
Cornell Ugomnrsino Sut-Hman
Crane Landrum Snence
D Amours Latta Buggers
Daniel, Dan Leggett Stanton.
Daniel, R. W. Lebman James V.
Danie’s, N.J. Levites Stephens
Danie) son Llovd. Calif. St- Ims
Davis Dovd. Tenn. St oG-mv
<>e la Garza Long, La. Studds
Delaney Long. Md. Svmms
Dellums Lundine
Dcrwinski McCloskey Tuvlor. N C.
Diggs McCoilister Timm: : cm
Dodd McDade 7 hone
Downey. N.Y. WcDon aid
Downirm, Va. McFall ; 1 1
D: man
du Font JdvKim.cy
Emlv Madden UOnn

Marti ran Verna i 5
IMwcais. Cab!'. XG-- h
Edberg
E:::rry Mar; in

< do. Mrl-m’ r
Ena's, Ind.
Evins, Tenn, Mikva whit'-
Fm-TCil Miller. Calif,
Di n wick ,\E!s
f Ip. V Mmh h
J- uh Mitclic)J, Md. V. m C. Ht
Fisher Mitchell, N.Y.
Filhimi iC V
F’nod

Flowers Montgomery
EolCV Moore Zabiock i
Forsythe Moorhead, ZGGiki
Fountain Cniif.
Frarer Monr'gvd. Pg.

*'*»«>*i»*»«w«»wsni^^
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l-ury Patten, N.J.
Card. Leu:.. ford. Mich. Pike

Gavdcs Fc-ag'?
- r : . Hidl. Tex. Quillen

-.v'n, Mi<-h. Harsha Risenhoover
■ • ' •• 'OR 7 cX. Hicks Robinson.

■ ■ ’ • e 1 t , HOiC Kostenko^ki
Tfvson, Del Hutchinson Runnels
achran .Jarman Satterfield

Up. Tex Jones, Okla. Sebelius
Kindness Shuster
Lujan Simon
R-CDry Sisk

• . - ! • McCormack Stanton.
McEwen J. WilluMh

kekinsou Michel Steed
Dibell Miller. Ohio Steiger, Wis.
KUiCan. Oi eg. Mosher Stratton
/ ..-.car., Tenn. Murtha Van Deerlin
! dr-: a rds, Ala. Myers, Ind. Waggonner
mulish Nedzi Wampler
Vlenborn Passman Wiggins

ANSW ERED “PRESENT"—-!
Young, Tex.
'OT VOTING--84

\ uh Hh.wkins Rose
Warns Hebert Rousselot
Alexander Heinz Roybal
Vshley Helstoskl Ruppe
iadillo Hinshaw Ryan.
-•o’' Howe Sarbanes.
iowen Johnson, Pa. Schneebell
•iurke. Calif. Kelly Schroeder
Surton. John Ketchum Shipley
Syron Lent SkublU
Carney Lott Snyder
Tarter McKay Stark
.’.•happen Mann Steelman
Chisholm Matsunaga Steiger, Ariz.
Clancy Mazzoli Sullivan
Cleveland Meeds Symington
Collins. Hl. Metcalfe Talcott
Conlan Meyner Teague
Cotter Milford Thornton
SckhurcK Mineta Vander Veen
Zsch Mink Winn
F'hnt Moss Wirth
“ord, Tenn. Murphy, N.Y. Wolff
Puqua Patterson, Wright
Gi<i Imo Call/. WycUer
Goldwater Randall Yatron
Green Rangel Young, Ga.
Hagedorn Rees
Hausen Riegle

The Cleik announced the following
pairs:

Mr. Bowen with Mr. Hebert.
Mr. Chappell with Mr. Talcott.
Mr. Teague with Mr. Heinz.
Mr. Matsunaga with Mr. Bell.
Mr. Flynt with Mr. Esch.
Mr. John Burton with Mr. Goldwa'
Mr. Shipley with Mr. Wydler.
Mr. Wolff with Mr. Lott.
Mr. Yatron with Mr. Carter.
Mr. Mineta with Mr. Hansen.
Mrs. Meyncr with Mr. McKay.
Mr. Mann with Mr. Schneebell.
Mr. Cotter with Mr. Howe. ,

Mr. Stark with Mr. Snyder.
Mr. Rose with Mr. Clancy.
Mr. Roybal with Mr. Ruppe.
Mr. Hawkins with Mr. Kelly.
Mr. Adams with Mr. Hagedorn.
Ms. Atag with Mr. Steelman.
Mr. Byron with Mr. Metcalfe.
Mr. Carney with Mrs. Collins of Illinois.
Mrs. Chisholm with Mr. Winn.
Mr. Eckhardt with Mr. SbubltZ.
Mr. Fuqua with Mr. Johnsen of Pennsyl

anla.
Mr. Glaur.o with Mr. Riegle.
Mr. Green with Mr. Symington.
Mr. Helstoskl with Mr. Alexander.
Mr. Meeds with Mr. Cleveland.
Mr. Rangel with Mr. Rousselot.

. Mr. Wirth with Mr. Mazzoli.
Mr. Wright with Mrs. Sullivan.
Mr. Badillo with Mr. Milford.
Mr. Ashley with Mr. Steiger of
Mr. For i o' Tennessee with Mr
Mr. Thornton with Mrs. Bark 

fornia.

Arizona.
Conlan.

.' of Call-

S'

So the resolution was agreed, to.
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on the 

table.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker.-1 move that 
the House resolve itself into the Com
mittee of the Whole House on the State 
of the Union for the further considera
tion of the bill (H.R. 15069) to amend 
the Forest and Rangeland Renewal Re
sources Planning Act of 1974, and for 
other purposes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Bo
und)'. The question is on the motion of
fered by the gentleman from-Washing
ton. 1

The motion was agreed to.
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOU

Accordingly the House resolved itself 
into-the Committee of the Whole House 
on the State of the Union for the fur

ther consideration of the bill, H.R. 15069, 
with Mr. Danielson (chairman pro tem
pore) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN pro tempore (Mr. . 

Danielson). When the Committee rose 
on Wednesday, September 15, 1976, the 
gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
Foley) had 14 minutes of general de
bate remaining and the gentleman from 
Idaho (Mr. Symms) had 16 minutes of 
general debate remaining.

The Chair now recognizes the gentle
man from Washington (Mr. Foley).

Mr. FOLEY. Mf. Chairman, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Oregon 
(Mr. Weaver) .

(Mr. WEAVER asked, and was given 
permission to revise and extend his 
remarks.)

Mr. WEAVER. Mr. Chairman, the 
timber industry and the men and women 
who work in it have contributed greatly 
to this Nation, providing the wood prod
ucts with which we have built our homes 
and the furnishings within our homes 
and buildings.

It is a hardworking industry, a proud 
people, fallers and buckers, choker set
ter’s, all who work in the woods, in log
ging shows, in mud and snow; those who 
pull on the green chain, the sawyers, 
those who lay out veneer and make ply
wood, the log truckdrivers who work 
from early dawn to late at night, all 
bring to America one of its most pre
cious. warm, and useful resources to be 
constructed by craftsmen into that 
which, with the food we eat, is the im
portant quality in our lives—our homes.

Oregon is proud to be the State which 
provides the most softwood timber to 
this Nation. We do cur part, and want 
always to do our part. We want to con
tinue our ability to provide tirrlber, and 
at the same time show strong and rea
soned concern for tire care of our forests 
and the forests of this Nation.

atw SV $

Mr. Chairman, the weeds ar» 
rings. They are the growing pbee ■ 

of magnificent trees, the growing place/- 
of plants of rare beauty, and they arti 
the source of our water, the fresh moun-*— 
tain water that is our blessing and our

wildlife, the spawning grounds of bright 
fish, whose natural streams are sensitive 
to environmental change. We in Oregon 
are fishermen and women, hunters ana $ 
hikers, and we love our forests with ourt 
streams coursing through the moun-s 
tains. We know the soils must be care-^ 
fully preserved to protect all that is far-S
our woods.

We invite you to Oregon to see our * 
natural wonders. Join us if you wish; it ^ 
is a free country. We only ask one thing;)® 
that you help us to keep Oregon, its for-s 
cats and rivers, a special place to live. .

And, we ask. this Congress to approve# 
sound, balanced legislation which will' 
keep us at work providing wood to this 
Nation, and at the same time keep 
forest environment that preserves thos 
other vital values of nature; and legis
lation that will assure .that the trees^^E 
young and old, .growing and harvested,..:; 
will be with us forever. For, what would
Oregon be without trees; the 
without forests?

Mr. SYMMS. Mr. Chairman, 
such time as she may consume 
gentlewoman from Nebraska 
Smith).

(Mrs. SMITH of Nebraska asked and 
was given permission to revise and extend 
her remarks.)

Mrs. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair
man, I rise in support of H.R. 15069, the 
National Forest Management Act of. 
1976.
—As reported by the House Agriculture 
Committee, this legislation would amend 
the 1897 Organic Act—enacted at a time 
when our timber resources appeared vir
tually unlimited—to permit the increased 
use of the timber produced in our na
tional forests.

As Members know, a recent court deci
sion based on the Organic Act has re
sulted in an outright ban on all clear 
cutting in the Monogahela National For
est. If extended to all national forests, 
the Forest Service estimates, timber har
vests in the' East would be reduced by 
about 10 percent, with a 50-percent re
duction in western forests.

The bill presented today would allow 
limited clearcutting in national forests 
under the supervision of the Agriculture 
Department. This will allow the use of 
modern timber harvesting methods, 
while at the same time assuring ade
quate protection for the environment.

In addition, today’s bill will establish 
an 8-year reforestation program de
signed to increase future timber yield.

Mr. Chairman, this represents a sound 
balance between increasing timber pro
duction and protecting the environment. 
As is evident in the debate last night 
and today, this is an extremely sensitive 
issue, and I want to commend tire Agri
culture Committee for a constructive 
solution to a difficult problem.

Ablation oi 
Ga of tlie c 

I also hap 
••-we a bs 

of th!
i .ronnicntal 
from conce: 
'...■mions tl 

ci. i will 
L-.ents that 
I feel that i 
io.e us cl 
emerged fr 
which I fe 
balance I

So I tin 
rmttee to 
amendmei 
mittee lat

Mr. FO 
minutes t 
-Nir. Siki

iMr. Si 
mission 
marks.)

Mr. SI 
H.R. lot

that the 
delay. I’ 
it provt 
crisis, t: 
permit 
about tl 
forests 
and els1 
safegut 
strong 
prefer, 
mistak 
the M 
the Cc 
job of 
portir 
the H

Sev 
posed 
dang' 
legisl 
the I 
tion: 
mea: 
be li 
e:;er 
proj 
into



RADIO TV REPORTS, INC.
4435 WISCONSIN AVENUE, N.W. WASHINGTON. D.C. 244-3540

FOR public affairs staff

PROGRAM The David Susskind Show STATION WTTG TV.
Syndicated

DATE October 24, 1977 1 :40 AM CITY Washington, D.C.

SUBJECT Full Text

DAVID SUSSKIND: Was Lee Harvey Oswald the sole killer of 
President Kennedy, or was he part of a larger conspiracy?

Recent polls, the Gallup Poll, said that 81% of the 
American people believe he did not act alone.

Who was Lee Harvey Oswald? What was he? . And what about 
the mysterious, complex life he led? Tonight, experts on this 
subject.

I begin with syndicated columnist and one of America's 
top investigative reporters. Jack Anderson. He has raised the 
possibility that Fidel Castro, aware of the CIA-Mafia plots against 
him, may have used Oswald to retaliate against President Kennedy.

And David Attlee Phillips, retired from the Central Intel
ligence Agency. He was chief of its Western Hemisphere Division. 
Mr. Phillips wrote about his CIA career in a book titled “Night 
Watch: 25 Years of Peculiar Service."

For a number of years, Jones Harris has done extensive 
research on the Kennedy assassination. Mr. Harris's work has been 
used by a number of writers and publications, including Edward J. 
Epstein, The New York Times, and The New York Review of Books.

A well-known expert and researcher on the Kennedy murder, 
Peter Dale Scott is co-editor of the anthology, "The Assassinations: 
Dallas and Beyond." Dr. Scott teaches English at the University of 
California at Berkeley.

Retired FBI agent Robert Gemberling was stationed in Dallas 
Texas at the time of the assassination. He coordinated the Bureau's
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investigation and reports of the murder that were subsequently 
submitted to the Warren Commission.

Robert Sam Anson is political correspondent for public 
television station WNET in New York and a senior writer of New 
Times magazine. Mr. Anson is the author ’’They Killed the Presi
dent: The Search for the Murderers of John Kennedy."

Do you believe that we have, as a public, an accurate 
perception of Lee Harvey Oswald?

ROBERT SAM ANSON: Just off hand, no, I don’t think we 
do at all. The public impression of Lee Harvey Oswald, of course, 
is the one that’s been fostered by the press. And that impres
sion boils down to the fact that he was an unhappy loner, something 
of a psychotic, didn’t get along with his wife. So one day he 
went out and killed the President.

Even though the recent polls — 81Z in one poll, 89Z in 
another poll-----  suggest that people don’t believe that thesis, the 
actual facts of who Lee Harvey Oswald was, I think, are known, to a 
very few people .

SUSSKIND: I found reading the facts of his life absolutely 
astounding, Jack Anderson. This young man enlisting at teenage in 
the Marine Corps, being assigned to Atsubi (?) Air Base in Japan, 
studying and learning Russian, to some practical extent, getting a 
very high classification, perhaps even a secret classification, as 
a radar expert .

JACK ANDERSON: He did many strange things, many mysterious 
things. He would appear in Russia. He would be back in the United 
States. He showed up, apparently, at the Cuban Embassy in Mexico 
City. He was active in New Orleans with the pro-Castro movement. 
There are now reports that he may have been with the anti-Castro 
movement..

He's a hard man to put a finger on.

SUSSKIND: Well, let’s start somewhere. When this man 
applied for a Marine discharge at the age of 20 —■ he went in, I ' 
think, at 17 — in 1959, he got a discharge in, I think, a matter 
of three weeks. ■ Isn't that extraordinary, Mr. Phillips?

DAVID PHILLIPS: Well, I was from the Air Force and it 
took longer than that in the Air Force, I can assure you.

ANDERSON: Would it have taken longer if you were a psychotic 
and the Air Force thought you were psychotic. Is it possible the 
Marine Corps said, "Let's get rid of this guy as fast as we can?"

PHILLIPS: It’s sometimes, Mr. Anderson, that way. An
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employee that you don't like very much, you welcome the chance to 
get rid of him rapidly. There’s no question about that.

JONES HARRIS: I think that’s silly to say. The fact is 
he got a hardship discharge, he got an honorable discharge. Later 
that honorable discharge was changed into an undesirable discharge.

But I don’t see that there's anything terribly extra
ordinary about that section of his career.

PETER DALE SCOTT: Oh, well, I do, Jones, because he had 
to get it with the excuse that his mother was not able to support 
herself. But all those documents came before the Warren Commission, 
and some of the supporting documents actually were dated and arrived 
after he had already been put into inactive duty.

The whole thing looks very much to me as if the U.S. 
Government was taking him, as they took many military personnel 
in that period, and preparing him for some kind of covert intelli
gence operation under the civilian cover, where he's in fact still 
was an employee of the U.S. Government.

SUSSKIND: Mr. Gemberling, the did have a classification 
as a radar specialist, right?

ROBERT GEMBERLING: He had something to do with radar in 
the Marine Corps. However, Mr. Snyder over in Russia, the U.S. 
representative of the Department of State, recognized — I think 
Oswald even told him, and this is documented in the Warren Report, 
when he talked to him that "I have told the Soviets I'm going to 
give them military secrets.”

SUSSKIND: Oh, you're a little ahead of me. He was a radar 
expert.. .

GEMBERLING: Yes, sir.

SUSSKIND: Even though he was a loner, even though he was 
something of a psychotic, a strange-behavior fellow...

GEMBERLING: The fact that you use the word expert — I ' 
don't know. I imagine there are many radar experts in the military, 
that if you want to get into the fine line of how much he knew with 
that classification...

SCOTT: ...at a very special place. He was at Atsugi Air
Base in Japan, which was a CIA base.

SUSSKIND: A CIA base from which U-2 planes took out for 
reconnaissance over Russia.

SCOTT: Right. And his unit worked with those U-2s.
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SUSSKIND: Right.

Now, the next question: He gets a discharge and he comes 
back, to the United States and applies for a visa to go to the 
Soviet Union. Correct? In 1959...

GEMBERLING: Excuse me, sir. He applied for his passport 
while he was still in the Marine Corps. Documented in the Warren 
Re port.

SUSSKIND: Yes, but destination was Russia.

GEMBERLING: If I might make one general statement. The 
thing that always amazes me is when people discuss the assassination 
of President Kennedy, it makes you wonder, have they even read the 
Warren Report? I know many people that ask me questions, and so 
much o’f this material is actually documented, even in the summary 
portion, not even going back to the 26 supporting...

SUSSKIND: I have read it, and you're right.

GEMBERLING: I'm sure you had. I didn't question...

SUSSKIND: ...Americans have read it?

But let’s talk about some of the things that I find stag
gering. He is discharged, hardship discharge because his mother's 
ill and he has to take care of her. But three weeks after coming 
back, he applies for a visa for the Soviet Union. 1959, the height 
of the Cold War. Wasn't it difficult to get a visa to go to the 
Soviet Union in 1959?

ANSON: Well, I believe -- Peter may correct me if I'm 
wrong -- but that he got the actual visa in Helsinki, was it not?

SCOTT: Yes, that's right.

ANSON: The extraordinary thing about that — and the 
CIA itself investigated it, under instructions of the Warren Com
mission. Oswald, I believe, got his visa in a matter of two or 
three days upon his arrival in Helsinki. According to the agency 
itself, at that time of the year it took, as a matter of routine, 
a week to two weeks to get a visa, yet Oswald managed to get this 
visa very quickly.

It's not the only extraordinary occurrence in Oswald's 
background. If it’s just one single strange happening, you can 
excuse it as chance. But there are just too many happenings, 
beginning with his service Marine Corps. And when you begin to 
total them up — the fact that he was stationed at Atsugi; the 
fact that he managed to teach himself Russian, to the point where, 
when he met his wife-to-be, Marina, in the Soviet Union, she took
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him for a native. He spoke it that well. Here is a guy who had — 
I believe he was a high school dropout, did not have much formal 
education, yet managed to teach himself this extraordinary language 
with only the help, according to the Warren Commission, of a Berlitz 
book. Gets a discharge out of the Marine Corps very quickly. He 
has very pronounced left-wing tendencies in the Marine Corps. Some 
of his buddies call him Oswaldkovitch, because — and the Marine 
Corps is not bothered by this at all.

SUSSKIND: Now he’s in the Soviet Union and he goes to the 
American Embassy and says, "I want to defect. I want to become a 
citizen of the Soviet Union." And he then proceeds to the Soviet 
Union organization in charge of such matters, tells them he’s an 
American specialist in radar, hates America, wants to become a 
Russian citizen; and they turn him down.

, Isn’t that extraordinary?

ANDERSON: Yes, that would be extraordinary, and I don’t 
understand the mysteries that you're talking about. Are you implying 
that maybe that the Soviets and the CIA were working together to get 
him inside the Soviet Union? You've got him learning Russian and 
doing mysterious things at a CIA base in Japan and getting out of 
the Marine Corps early, and then you've got the Russians obliging by 
rushing him into the Soviet Union with only a three-day wait.

Is he supposed to be — whose agent was he supposed to be? 
Which side was he on?

HARRIS: Well, I think it's important to say one thing, of 
course. He was not the only young American, even of military back
ground, who was entering the Soviet Union at that point.

SCOTT: In those six months.

HARRIS: In those six months especially, there was a ragged 
band of rascals that were coming in, some of whom, in fact, got 
Soviet citizenship, Mr. Webster, for instance, who had been a naval 
electronics expert. He managed actually to get Soviet citizenship, 
which Oswald never managed to get. What he got was a stateless 
passport, and he never got Soviet citizenship.

SUSSKIND: Why didn't they take him? I mean he has a lot 
to offer. He knew about American radar. •

HARRIS: Apparently, he wanted desperately to get in, to 
the extent that he is supposed to have cut his wrists when he found 
that he wasn't going to be extended beyond the five-day visa that 
he had.

Then he is taken to a Soviet hospital. And later, after 
that, goes to the embassy, throws down his passport, and says --
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makes all these wild declarations...

ANDERSON: It's my impression that he was thoroughly 
debriefed by the Soviets. I've seen intelligence suggesting that 
he was. And I would gather that the Soviets took a good hard look 
at him and decided that he was a neurotic and they didn't want to 
have anything to do with him.

GEMBERLING: I really have to agree with Mr. Anderson 
there. I think that's a very key point. I don't think the Soviets 
wanted him. And I can assure you the FBI didn't want him. And I 
imagine — and I'll have to let Mr. Phillips speak for the GIA. 
Because these rumors that come up constantly that he worked for 
the FBI, that he worked for CIA — the FBI didn't want him. I 
don't think Russia wanted him. And I think it’s pretty well docu
mented.

PHILLIPS: We've just had a discussion about this strange 
gentleman and the progression of his career. And he indeed was 
strange: cut his wrists, and so forth. He's just the sort of a 
man that an intelligence officer looking at, after some years of 
experience, would have the same feeling that a man who works for 
the Department of State would when someone asks for a visa, and I 
think perhaps an investigative reporter when someone walks in and 
says, "I have a story."

Lee Harvey Oswald was not the stuff that special agents 
are made of .

SUSSKIND: Was he the kind of man that the Soviet Union 
in 1959, Cold War time, say, "Stay in this country. Be a resident 
alien." And he went to Minsk and he went to work in an auto parts 
factory —- radio parts.

HARRIS: Well, there is one thing that ought to be said, 
because he was, of course, an unknown figure and a very minor 
figure in every walk of life that he'd ever been a part of. But 
there’s also evidence to suggest that his case finally came before 
Madam Furtseva, who sat on the Politburo, and that it was really 
through her efforts that he was permitted to stay in the Soviet 
Union. *

SUSSKIND: Why?

HARRIS: Now, the point is — I don't know why. But the 
point is, he could have been kept from staying there at all. The 
point is, he was allowed to stay. And at the same time, he refused 
to give up his citizenship, in the sense that he did not do the 
proper thing of returning to our embassy to sign in writing...

SUSSKIND: He meets a Russian girl 19 years old, Marina, 
and requests permission to marry the Russian girl. Isn't that.
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extremely difficult in our time, let alone back then, to marry a 
Russian girl, as an Ame r i c a n ?

ANSCN: Well, Marina Pertskova (?) was the niece of a 
senior official in the Soviet Embassy. That’s the a inis try that 
houses the Soviet secret police. But there seemed to be no 
trouble at all for not only to arrange the marriage, but when it 
came time to leave the Soviet Union, for Oswald to take Marina 
out of the Soviet Union and back to the United States.

Even our own people at the embassy at the time, including 
Alexis Davis, who was an Air Force doctor and has admitted since 
that time that he was doing some stuff for the CIA too in connec
tion with the Penkovsky papers, found it very strange indeed that 
the Russians were allowing Marina to leave with Oswald.

, So, there is a question.

But one thing I'd like — we keep talking about Oswald 
as a neurotic and a psychotic as if it's a given. Now, there's 
absolutely not a shred of evidence that suggests anything other 
than the fact that Lee Harvey Oswald was just as sane as everyone 
here.

(Laughter]

ANSON: But in any case, there was only one psychiatrist 
who examined him, at the age of 12. On the basis of a half-hour’s 
examination, this psychiatrist was found — lost (unintelligible] 
on the basis of having sex with his patients. That’s the sort of 
shrink who said that Oswald was crazy.

Everyone who came into contact with Oswald after the 
assassination were impressed by how cool, how rational this fellow 
was .

He was no crazy.

ANDERSON: Is it rational to go around and take potshots 
at General Edwin Walker and...

ANSON: You're assuming that he did.

ANDERSON: Well, his wife said he did.

ANSON: Well, I wouldn't believe anything...

SUSSKIND: Before we leave this point. In our time, right 
now, for an American or an Englishman or anyone to marry a Russian 
lady is difficult, with the permission of the Soviet Union. And 
to bring her out of the country to America is fantastically d i ffi- 
cult. He had no trouble at all. Isn't that an extraordinary thing?
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ANDERSON: Yes, it is.

SCOTT: The whole case is unusual, but it starts being 
unusual when he leaves the Marine. I mean I admit there’s a lot 
that's strange at the Soviet end. But let's not forget that the 
thing that we know most about and the strangest of all is how he 
could get a hardship discharge because a box of candy had fallen 
on his mother's nose six months earlier. And that is the official 
reason. She went on working for six months, and then decided to 
say that she couldn't work because she had sinus because a box of 
candy had fallen on her nose.

She tried for some time — that's the kind of thing you 
find in the documentation.

SUSSKIND: Everything about him is extraordinary: getting 
into fhe Marines, getting that kind of classification, learning 
Russian so thoroughly that he could converse when he got to -- 
coming home, getting there on a bank account that was insufficient 
to pay the passage on an airplane — ship; he went by ship.

PHILLIPS: But to say that he was completely normal and 
everyone thought so, I can give you two exceptions. The people in 
the Cuban Embassy and the people in the Soviet Embassy in Mexico 
City, they felt Lee Harvey Oswald was a kook.

SUSSKIND: Okay, we’ll come back and [unintelligible] 
the story in a minute.

* * *

SUSSKIND: ...pick him up leaving the Soviet Union, unless
you have some comment to make.

He has a child by this time, and a Russian wife; and gets 
ready permission to leave, to emigrate to the United States. He 
comes back, and then a variety of peculiar things happen. For one 
thing, the CIA and the FBI do not meet him upon his return. Evi
dently, you knew all about him.

SCOTT: The CIA at that time was very interested in any 
man who'd been able to stay in the Soviet Union for a couple of 
years. The Warren Report would have us believe that they never 
interviewed this man. And even the FBI didn’t get around to seeing 
him until after he’d established himself in Fort Worth.

I just can't believe that for a second.

ANSON: Peter's right. That’s what makes you so suspicious. 
The question is why the dog didn't bark. I mean the CIA has admitted 
that at the time that Oswald was in the Soviet Union, they were 
opening every piece of mail that came from the Soviet union into this
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country. Yet in Oswald's file from the CIA, there's no Xeroxes, no 
notations of any mail that was...

SUSSKIND: And he'd been in the Soviet Union three years.

SCOTT: He'd gone there with military secrets. He had 
told the U.S. consulate in Moscow that he was going to share these 
secrets with the Soviet Union. And we're asked to believe that 
nobody cared to find out whether he had done this or not’when he 
c am e b ac k .

HARRIS: And by the way, when agent Gemberling says that 
he's regarded as a kook by all these institutions and organizations...

[Confusion of voices]

HARRIS: The fact is that after he made that statement, 
the Marine installations on the West Coast certainly took it seri
ously enough so that his former lieutenant, I believe, Mr. Donovan, 
gave quite an interesting account of just how many codes and call 
signs had to be changed on the West Coast, and so forth. And I 
think he winds up by saying for a month Oswald was the most unpopular 
man in all those units, because they had to do an awful lot of re
arranging.

SUSSKIND: May I ask you why a returning American who 
offered to defect to the Soviet Union and tell them military secrets 
is not greeted on his arrival in the United States by the CIA?

PHILLIPS: There's sort of a myth that prevails that says 
that the CIA was responsible of overthrow of practically every 
government in the country. And really what we've found out in the 
last few years, that there were many occasions when the CIA was 
not doing a very good job. The Bay of Pigs, for instance.

To say that the CIA automatically was to debrief every 
single American who returns is something that...

SUSSKIND: Let's not even say that. Let's say this par- 
ticularfellow.

MAN: ...every American who'd been there for a year and
a half or two years. Would you say...

ANSON: At this time, you were talking to people who were 
coming home from Yugoslavia.

PHILLIPS: That's right. And my point is that it's pos
sible that, with all those people, somebody might have goofed. I've 
seen it happen a lot of times in the CIA.

SUSSKIND: He was met by a Travelers Aid representative.
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ANSON: So called.

ANDERSON: Why do you think that the CIA wasn’t inter
ested in him?

ANSON: I think the CIA wasn't interested in him because 
they knew perfectly well who he was and that Lee Harvey Oswald 
was an intelligence agent. I'm not saying that he worked for the 
Central Intelligence Agency, but I think his intel1igence.con
nections are clear.

ANDERSON: And then this Politburo woman who's helping 
him over there and the consulate in Helsinki, are they all CIA 
agents on the Russian side helping -- he's accomplishing all these 
strange and mysterious things in Russia as well. He marries the 
daughter of a member of the secret police. He's getting special 
help from a Politburo woman. Were these CIA agents?

ANSON: I think the fact of the matter is, though, that 
he got a lot more special attention on this end than he did in 
the Soviet Union.

HARRIS: He got special attention on both ends. That's 
the amazing thing, David. Certainly, to go back to the Soviet 
Union, apparently he traveled from Minsk, where he worked in this 
radio factory, traveled from Minsk to Moscow without [unintelli
gible] or hindrance or inquiry, when apparently it would have been 
the normal thing for him to have had to clear most of that.

Later, when Marina herself was questioned in this country, 
after the assassination, I believe that our intelligence people 
were surprised that she had not had to go undergo quite a ques
tioning in order to come into this country, because that was the 
usual procedure. When a Soviet citizen goes back to this country, 
he or she is put through, apparently, a tremendous questioning by 
the government. She had apparently, according to her own word, 
escaped most of that.

SUSSKIND: Yes, isn't that odd, that a Russian woman, wife 
of an American. . .

HARRIS: She, to me, is just as interesting, you see, as 
Lee Harvey Oswald. Because...

SUSSKIND: So, a double goof, right?

HARRIS: Well, in the sense that with Oswald dead, it is 
Marina's testimony that accounts for 752 of what we find in the 
Warren Commission. . .

ANSON: One thing that we haven't talked about, Jones, 
that I think is worthy of mentioning are Oswald's travels, both
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to the Soviet Union and then coining back.

Let's — he took a boat and finally wound up in London, and 
from there he flew to Helsinki, arriving, according to the time he 
was signed into the hotel, at a time when no planes were available 
between London and Helsinki. The question becomes: How did he get 
there, in that period of time?

HARRIS: The agency itself was baffled by that.. The agency 
said there was no way to account...

ANSON: Unless somebody provided him with an aircraft.

The second thing is when he comes back from the Soviet 
Union, there’s a question of an unexplained day or two that is 
missing. We have Marina’s own diary saying that they spend a day...

* HARRIS: Three days in Amsterdam.

(Confusion of voices]

ANSON: ...at a private house.

Now, I'd like to ask Dave Phillips. Forget that this 
fellow's name is Lee Harvey Oswald, and just considering the facts 
that we know about him so far -- you're a professional spook. If 
you were . ..

[Confusion of voices]

ANSON: If you were trying to evaluate a character like 
this,.and forgetting that he was alleged to have killed the Presi
dent of the United States, who would you think he was?

PHILLIPS: The point that I would like to make answering 
that question is that in intelligence, as in most endeavors, you 
try to deal with the people who are going to be able to help you 
in one way or another.

It was recently announced that 30,000 Americans applied 
for employment last year at the CIA. I can assure you, of those 
30,000, there are a lot of them that wouldn't make good intelli
gence o f fic ers .

Lee Harvey Oswald was the kind of man who had a history 
and who had a history of actions of the kind that would have made 
me, in the field, say, "No. Let's find someone else to debrief," 
or, "Let's find someone else to use."

SCOTT: Are you really suggesting the CIA was not inter
ested in Lee Harvey Oswald when he came back from the Soviet Union? 
Because I can promise you that there's documentary evidence that
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they were. The State Department had no less than 10 separate files 
on the Oswalds when they came back to this country. The CIA had 
asked for copies to go over. Sometimes 10 copies of a telegram 
would go over to the CIA, sometimes 25 copies would go over to the 
CIA.

I assure you that they were not ignoring this man. They 
had opened a file on him. There was an awful lot of interagency 
correspondence going on.

[Confusion of voices]

SCOTT: And the State Department and the CIA were playing 
their cards very tightly. They were making it very difficult for 
the FBI to find out anything about this man.

It got to the point that a message went over to the State 
Department, over the signature of J. Edgar Hoover, no less than J. 
Edgar Hoover, suggesting that the man who had gone into the Soviet 
Union might be an impostor.

GEMBERLING: That was in June of 1960 when that was done. 
Now, it’s not unusual in that instance, because — I think Mr. 
Phillips will support me on this — that it’s rather elementary 
that if an individual is leaving with his birth certificate and 
has made a statement that he’s going to defect, we want to be 
alert to the possibility that when the person comes back, that he 
might be an impostor. And that's exactly what Mr. Hoover did in 
that letter in June of I960. He alluded then to the possibility 
that because Oswald's mother had said that Oswald took his birth 
certificate with him.

SUSSKIND: Can we , gentlemen, pick him up upon his return 
to the States. He went to New Orleans and had a tough time, found 
jobs, lost jobs, didn't succeed very much.

SCOTT: Let’s just get him off the boat and see what 
happens. You said he was met by a representative of the Travelers 
Aid. Even he's not an ordinary Travelers Aid man.

SUSSKIND: Mr. Rakin (?).

SCOTT: Mr. Rakin was a recently-retired secretary-general 
of the American Friends of the Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations, which 
is a support group in America for a very activist intelligence/covert 
operations group called the Anti-Bolshevik Block of Nations, sup
ported by Army Intelligence, CIA, British Intelligence, and something 
called the Gehlen Network in Germany, which itself was supported by 
CIA.

So you can see that as you track Oswald’s career, in Atsugi 
with the CIA, in California at a special training thing, then even
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the man at the boat has an intelligence background, he has intel
ligence all through his career.

ANSON: Spass (?) Rakin is a friend of yours, yours being
in the FBI. I spoke to Spass Rakin about this, asked him about
his connections, and he said oh, yes, indeed, that he was a friend
of the FBI, and oh, yes, indeed, he had a friend in the New York 
office that he spoke to all the time, talking -- he would debrief
people as they came off the boat and he'd pass this information on
to the FBI. Just your ordinary...

SCOTT: David, can I say something, because I interviewed..

GEMBERLING: But this fact is not anything new. It’s right 
in the Warren Report, this man's name, that he was met by...

[Confusion of voices]

ANSON: You didn't identify him as an informant.

SUSSKIND: No. The Warren Commission reports his being 
met by a Travels Aid representative.

GEMBERLING: No, it gives the man’s name...

HARRIS: Your point is that there was concern by the head 
of the internal security in the United States, J. Edgar Hoover, as 
to the possibility that given this strange performance, which had 
FBI agents interviewing members of this man's family while he was 
in the Soviet Union, that if he came back, they had to be darn 
sure that it was the man who had been given the passport when he’d 
left in the fallof 1959.

Now, how certain were they that it was the same man? For 
instance, the man who was interviewed by Priscilla Johnson, a 
reporter and somebody who was with the State Department, described 
the boy she interviewed in Moscow, when he first got there, as a 
six-footer. Our friend Professor Rakin, who I began to interview 
in the fall of 1965, stated that the boy that got off the boat was 
5'6". And when I said, "How could you be so certain on your height. 
Professor?" He said, "I am 5'6" myself, and the boy I interviewed 
wasatouchshorterthanlwas."

Now, as far as I know, he passed through normal immigration 
got onto the dock, and so forth, and then began his career in the 
United states.

SUSSKIND: Are you saying...

HARRIS: Wait a second. Who was in fact making sure that 
the Marine who got to Moscow was the boy who came back, Hoboken, 
June 13th, 1962?
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SUSSKIND: Are you raising the possibility that there 
might have been two Lee Harvey Oswalds?

HARRIS: What I am saying is...

SCOTT: . . .real possibility that the man who went to the 
Soviet Union was not the man who was arrested in Dallas in 1962. 
And I’ll give you one — it's only prima facie evidence, but you 
would have thought someone would look into it.

The man who went to the Soviet Union was measured out of 
the Marines at 5'11". The man who went around being Lee Harvey 
Oswald in New Orleans and in Dallas was measured twice, and both 
times he was 5'9".

Now, of all the unAmerican things that Oswald is supposed 
to have done, I think the most unAmericans was to shrink two inches 
when h'e came back to this country.

GEMBERLING: May I make a comment here. We want to — you 
were talking about trying to prove negatives. It's very difficult 
to prove a negative. Even the Warren Commission alluded to that in 
the Warren Report, that they were not saying there was not a con~ 
spiracy, but they were saying that no evidence had come before them 
to indicate that there was.

SCOTT: You don't consider that evidence, Mr. Gemberling, 
that the man was two inches shorter?

GEMBERLING: I'm getting to this. Let me finish, Mr. Scott.

Now, you people that say he was —- ranged all the way from 
six feet down to, what, 5'5", or something like that, because one 
of the articles I've read said that he was only — he was about the 
same height as his wife, which would be a considerable difference. 
I think you have to realize that why don't some of these people, 
including you gentlemen that allude to this, prove that? Give us 
some evidence .

Now, I could read and read and set forth all kinds of 
possibilities, but let's talk about credible evidence to show that 
it was a different man, not the real Oswald.

ANSON: The FBI had some credible evidence. You had a 
memo from J. Edgar Hoover raising this possibility that Oswald 
was an impostor, and you didn't think sufficiently of it to give 
itovertothe...

GEMBERLING: We alerted them in 1960. He came back from 
Russia in 1962. This was -- a lot of agents in the FBI, I'm sure, 
recognized the possibility, if they work espionage matters, of 
that possibility. Mr. Hoover was only alerting the State Department:
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A man has indicated a desire to defect. He's in Russia, and we 
have information from his own mother that he took his birth certi
ficate .

ANSON: Well, the FBI had other evidence. In your own 
office in Dallas, Texas, Lee Harvey Oswald walked in, dropped a 
note just a few days before the assassination, and the good folks 
at the FBI in Dallas destroyed the note.

[Confusion of voices]

PHILLIPS: How do we handle the problem of the wife, who, 
when Mr. Oswald changes — he’s here, there. How many wives?

SUSSKIND: We'll talk about how many wives and how do 
you handle your wife if you keep shrinking in .a minute.

, * * *

SUSSKIND: What about the shrinking Lee Harvey Oswald? 
His wife evidently would have been the first one to report, "My 
husband isn’t the man I married."

PHILLIPS: One would think so.

ANDERSON: Or his mother.

SUSSKIND: Or his mother.

When he was looking for a variety of jobs and shuttling 
between New Orleans and Dallas, he claims to have taken a shot at 
Major General Walker in an attempt to kill him. Now, he was some
thing of an excellent marksman, not an expert but a very good marks
man, good enough, presumably, to have killed President Kennedy from 
that building in 1963.

Why didn't he succeed in killing General Walker, shooting 
through a window at a solitary target?

MAN: About 12 or 20 feet away.

ANSON: Twenty feet a way. Well...

SUSSKIND: Do you think he did make such an attempt?

HARRIS: Well, I interviewed General Walker for four hours, 
and General Walker took me all over that whole time of the shooting, 
everything that happened. Whoever fired the rifle, the bullet passed 
through the sash of the window and buried itself in the plaster wall. 
When the police came out, the slug was extracted from the wall, and 
the police and Walker identified it as a 30.06 slug.
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SCOTT: With a steel jacket.

HARRIS: With a steel jacket. When the rifle was dis
covered at the Texas Book Depository, it was first identified by 
a police officer named Weitzman (?) as a 7.65 Mauser. Now, they 
are direct equivalents. In other words, our 30.06 and 7.65.

Later, it became the 6.5 Mannlicher-Carcano, which might 
have meant a problem in terms of establishing this business of 
who had fired at Walker. And so the slug that had been retrieved 
from Walker's wall was produced. Now it was virtually a shapeless 
massofmetal.

SCOTT: And it had a copper jacket.

HARRIS: And it had a copper jacket.

SUSSKIND: What does this mean?

PHILLIPS: What are you trying to prove?

ANDERSON: That's what I'd like to know. He's got General 
Walker being shot at. He agrees with that, the police agree with 
it. You've got Lee Harvey Oswald saying, "I did the shooting." 
You've got his wife saying, "Sure enough, he went off to do the 
shooting," and left a note just before...

GEMBERLING: Left a note. There was a note.

ANDERSON: Now, who is it that did the shooting if it 
wasn't them? What evidence do you have that somebody else did 
the shooting?

SCOTT: You know there are witnesses to that shooting who 
said there were two men involved?

ANDERSON: Who did the shooting? Lee Harvey Oswald said 
he did. Marina Oswald said he did. Somebody did the shooting. 
You're disputing it now.

SCOTT: Well, if you want to know the evidence, there is 
one piece of paper in Lee Harvey Oswald's own handwriting and there 
is his wife. As somebody has already said, time after time after 
time, how do we know something? Because Marina Oswald said...

[Confusion of voices]

SCOTT: And she is a liar. May I say, she admitted at 
certain points that she was a liar. She was trying very hard to 
say whatever her interrogators were trying to get her to say. 
Frequently she had to change her testimony.



19

democratic front operating secretly, supposedly, which was a CIA 
operation run by E. Howard Hunt.

ANSON: That's right.

SUSSKIND: He gave an address which was not a factual
address for his organization, but he gave that precise address 
that was a seat of operation of Howard Hunt's.

GEMBERLING: But what does this prove? I agree whole
heartedly ...

SUSSKIND: Doesn't it conjure up, as an investigative 
reporter, some amazing...

ANDERSON: I'll tell you, David, I've looked at the evi
dence, the available evidence in the Warren Commissin report, I've 
dug even deeper than the Warren Commission report, because the 
FBI arfd the CIA did not give the Warren Commission all of the 
documents and evidence that they had. And I've looked at what 
the House committee is doing. And the only conclusion that I 
can come to is that if you want to isolate the facts, you can 
prove, by withholding facts and just zeroing in on the facts that 
please you, you can prove that Lee Harvey Oswald was a Soviet 
agent, you can prove that he was a CIA agent, you can prove that 
he was an FBI agent, you can prove that he was a pro-Castro agent, 
or you can prove that he was an anti-Castro agent.

So, take your choice.

[Confusion of voices]

ANDERSON: I'm puzzled. I'm mystified. And this is what
troubles me about these positive statements. For every positive 
statement that is made that I have gotten into, there is an anti
dote for it, there is another piece of evidence that would dispute 
it. And I really don't know what happened.

SCOTT: It does look like he's an agent. Now, I agree, 
I don’t know whose agent he was. You know, I certainly don't 
think he was working...

ANDERSON: There's a large body of evidence that he acted 
alone , too .

SCOTT: No, on the contrary. Time after time after 
time, there is an intelligence element in his background. We're 
just beginning to get a few of those here. Something like the 544 
Camp Street address or the Atsugi base. We haven't mentioned that 
he took part in the maneuvers for the CIA back in — military oper
ations in Indonesia in 1958. Always these sensitive, covert intel
ligence secrets that only a relatively few people even knew about.
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So there is a case that he is somebody's agent.

PHILLIPS: We have not mentioned the principal thing at 
this stage. Because of the assassination attempts against Castro 
by the CIA, which are now well documented, this, long after the 
Warren Commission report, established for the first time a pos
sible motive, and that is, on the part of Fidel Castro. So it 
seems to me that that's a very important thing and one of the rea
sons why it's so important that the investigation continue as it 
is now. But that's the real important development of this period.

SUSSKIND: May I ask you a question raised by Jack Ander
son that is profoundly important. Why did the CIA and the FBI, 
which were the principal contributors to the Warren Commission of 
the facts of everything, why did they withhold so much and such 
important evidence?

PHILLIPS: Well, the vital [unintelligible] we're talking 
about now is the assassinations business. And...

SUSSKIND: Well, other things too.

PHILLIPS: But that is the important thing.

If that had occurred, it would have taken place like this: 
Allen Dulles would have gone to one man, Warren, and said, "There's 
something I'm not going to tell anyone else, and I'm certainly not 
going to give you a piece of paper," if it had occurred. But for 
a body like that, with secrets which were so terrible and so deep, 
they simply weren't going to put it on a piece of paper and give it 
around to everyone.

SUSSKIND: Well, that...

PHILLIPS: They should have.

SUSSKIND: All right. Now, come to your bureau. A few 
days, three days before the assassination, Mr. Oswald comes to the 
FBI office in Dallas and leaves a note for agent Hostie saying, 
"If any of you fellows come bothering my wife again and asking her 
questions, I'm going to blow up this building."

Now, that happened, right? That is true?

GEMBERLING: I did not know that at the time, and I want
to go into this .

SUSSKIND: But it's since become a fact.

GEMBERLING: It's become a fact. That has done more to 
hurt the credibility of the entire FBI investigation of the assas- 
ination, and the organization itself, the fact that that note was
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not made known to the Warren Commission.

SUSSKIND: It was destroyed.

GEMBERLING: It was destroyed. That’s right.

SUSSKIND: On orders of...

GEMBERLING: This comes out in 1975. I had no knowledge 
of this note. Had I had this note and known its comments — and 
there are still two versions, and I really don't know yet which 
is the correct version. They are set forth in the Church Com
mittee report— this would have been excellent information to 
include in my reports to show another indication of his violence.

SUSSKIND: But, Mr. Gemberling, I'm confused. A man 
comes and leaves that kind of note. Three days later, the Presi
dent i*s coming.

GEMBERLING: I think it's documented it was approximately
two weeks before.

SUSSKIND: I'm sorry, two weeks before.

GEMBERLING: That's all right. That’s all right.

SUSSKIND: Wouldn't you, in the normal course of things, 
as the head of your Dallas office, call up the Secret Service and 
say, "Look here, we've got a real psycho wandering around Dallas, 
and the President's coming. And we urge you to take precautions," 
protective custody, something.

GEMBERLING: Well, we've got to go back now. There have 
been criticisms of the FBI for what we call investigative defici
encies. I think we have to go back beyond that. There were rules 
and guidelines that the FBI operated under at that time as to what 
kind of information was disseminated to police departments, other 
agencies of the government. The Church Committee has well documented 
in their report that Oswald did not fit the criteria at that time, 
even though he was a defector, or attempted to defect, for us to 
notify Secret Service or the police department that this man was 
in Dallas and might be an individual they'd want to watch.

Now, when we come down to the nitty-gritty, I agree that 
the criteria was wrong at that time; and it was changed immediately, 
I think, the Warren Commission — before the Warren Report was even 
issued .

SUSSKIND: Was that fact of his visit and threat to the 
Dallas FBI office...

GEMBERLING: That still would not have made him come under
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that cat -- if the version of the note...

SUSSKIND: Should it have been relayed, that fact, to the
Warren Commission report? Instead...

GEMBERLING: Yes, by all means.

SUSSKIND: ...J. Edgar Hoover ordered it destroyed.

GEMBERLING: The fact that that note was destroyed was 
wrong. The FBI has admitted it was wrong.

SUSSKIND: Who ordered it destroyed?

GEMBERLING: I don’t know. I don’t know. I was not there. 
I mean I was not in on that aspect of it.

' Hostie, according to the testimony, received the note from 
the — oh, it was placed in his work box, I think is the way the 
testimony reads.

All right. Who ordered it destroyed and who physically 
destroyed it? I think Hostie says he was told to flush it down the 
john. I wasn't there to see that and I never knew what the contents 
of the note were. *1 learned of it in 1975, when it came out in the 
newspapers.

SUSSKIND: ...threat was made to a city, and you were the
agent in charge of that city and the President was coming, would 
you order that man detained?

GEMBERLING: Under the criteria now, we would notify the 
police department. If the version that he threatened to blow up 
the police department and FBI, we would most certainly take action. 
We would notify the police department, we'd notify a lot of other 
people. And he would probably be interviewed.

SUSSKIND: Today you'd be very sensible, but back then...

GEMBERLING: That's right. And here we’re getting into 
hindsight .

HARRIS: The fact is J. Edgar Hoover got off a memorandum 
to some of his people in October of 1964 in which he serverely 
criticized agent after agent for their lack of aggressiveness in 
looking into Oswald prior to the assassination, and felt that in 
some way the entire credibility of the organization he had worked 
so hard to build up was really being jeopardized. And plenty of 
people were transferred. And Hoover himself...

SCOTT: ...the FBI record is the worst at all in this 
case. But it's interesting that the Warren Commission heard a
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report from another source that this same agent Hostie, his name 
was in Oswald's notebook. And they then looked at the FBI file 
that had come over with the contents with the names in Oswald's 
notebook, and lo and behold, all the names are in there except 
one, the name of agent Hostie.

GEMBERLING: I want to explain that, because I have first
hand knowledge of this. During the start of the investigation, we 
had this complete address book. We were going to identify every 
person in that address book. I directed an agent to prepare an 
office memorandum to set out leads, and I told him, "You put every
thing in there. We don't know who it is, but we've got to send out 
a lead. Put it in there."

We knew who Hostie was. We knew the address of our office. 
We knew the license number of our bureau car.

* All right. In my first report written immediately after 
that, I take all of the pages of that memorandum, and we at this 
time were putting everything on multiliths so we could run off a 
lot of copies. I put — merely change the front sheet to a regular 
page of paper, use all of those pages that had been typed; and that 
was strictly an administrative decision because we had typists and 
stenos swamped with material. My immediate next report that was 
written, and I think it was in February, contained the parts that 
were not in the previous report.

No attempt to conceal, cover up, or anything else. It's 
all there if the people know where to look.

SUSSKIND: We'll come right back.

* * *

SUSSKIND: Now let's take up a particularly puzzling series 
of incidents. In September, just ahead of the assassination in 1963, 
he made a visit to Mexico City and he visited the Cuban Embassy and 
the Soviet Embassy, and his purpose was to get permission to go back 
to the Soviet Union via Havana.

Did the CIA have those embassies under surveillance during 
that period of time?

PHILLIPS: Well, you're putting me on the spot, David, 
because I'm an ex-intelligence officer and one of those who signed 
a secrecy agreement. However, I think it's safe to say that in 
any major country in the world where there's a Soviet Embassy and 
a Cuban Embassy, yes; and in this particular case there was.

ANDERSON: It went beyond that. It went beyond that. He 
made a telephone call — Lee Harvey Oswald made a telephone call 
from the Cuban Embassy to the Soviet Embassy, and we got the con-
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versation from both embassies.

HARRIS: Who destroyed that tape, the tape of that telephone
call?

ANDERSON: It was destroyed...

SUSSKIND: Did you have it or the CIA had it?

ANDERSON: It was destroyed by the CIA.

SUSSKIND: Why did you destroy the tape of that telephone
call?

PHILLIPS: Well, I used to be stationed in Mexico, and I 
can see big headlines: "Former CIA Man Stationed Here Confirms 
This and That." That's something I can't do.

I will say this, however. In such an operation in any 
large city, where you're using listening devices and you have tapes, 
you may be covering an installation, an embassy with 11 lines, 13 
lines, and you do it all day long. And so soon you have a room 
filled with tapes. So you take those tapes and you transcribe 
what is important, put it on paper, put it in the file, and erase 
the tapes. Otherwise you'd soon have a huge auditorium filled with 
tapes.

SUSSKIND: But the tape of a defector, with the career of 
Lee Harvey Oswald all along the line, wouldn't you save that tape 
or do something about it? It's sort of like the missing 18 1/2 
minutes in the Nixon tapes.

[Confusion of voices]

SUSSKIND: You obviously had the embassies bugged. Pic
tures must have been taken, right, of people entering?

PHILLIPS: There was no picture taken in Mexico of Lee 
Harvey Oswald.

SUSSKIND: None.

PHILLIPS: None.

ANSON: That's the problem, because the embassies at that 
time were under continuous photographic surveillance. Okay? The 
CIA did come up with a picture that it claimed was Lee -- was it 
Henry?

SCOTT: Lee Henry Oswald.

SUSSKIND: As six feet tall. He was in fact...
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ANDERSON: And he was obviously not Oswald.

SUSSKIND: He was 35 years old -- he was actually 24. 
Athetically built -- he was slender and small and not athletically 
built.

ANSON: And very little hair. You see, the quest — there 
is two questions in this: Who is this fellow? The CIA later 
admitted that they didn't know who he was. I’d like to know who 
he is. Secondly, why did you catch Oswald if you're photographing 
everyone who came in and out of those two embassies?

PHILLIPS: Here it goes, the invincible CIA. It can do 
anything. It takes pictures 24 hours a day and it always works.

Now, let met tell you what happened in Mexico. Two 
events were put together by a person whose job it was to sort of 
watch the radar screen, and two things were put together. First, 
the fact that a person — and we're talking about that heavy-set 
fellow -- was photographed because of interest in him and because 
he frequented the area around the Soviet Embassy. I'm trying to 
word this as carefully as I can. I'm sure you understand. A 
second thing was put with that. So, someone put — and the second 
thing being a contact made with the Soviet Embassy, not necessarily 
a visit, a contact.

ANDERSON: It was a telephone call.

PHILLIPS: So, those two things happening at just about 
the same time were incorrectly put together, and the person who 
did it thought they were putting together one and one to make two, 
but it wouldn’t make two. They were two separate events.

SCOTT: Why did you describe him as Lee Henry Oswald?

PHILLIPS: Well, I described him as Lee Henry Oswald in 
my book, and that was wrong. And one of the people who can tell 
you about that is a gentleman who wrote a book review named Koch?

SCOTT: Carl Hoak?

PHILLIPS: Hoak. He wrote a letter to someone else and 
said, "That part of Dave Phillips's book, I don't believe for one 
minute ."

SCOTT: Neither do I, I'm afraid.

PHILLIPS: Well, I was wrong.

SCOTT: I'll tell you what you said in your book, if you 
don't want to tell us. You said that the name Lee Henry Oswald 
arose because the message was sent by one of the officers' wives
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and that she misheard something and it was in her phonetic repre
sentation. That's what you said. Is that correct?

PHILLIPS: I said that and I now think it's wrong.

SCOTT: Know why it's wrong? It's because the CIA 
opened a file on a man they chose to call Lee Henry Oswald back 
in 1960, and they made little mistakes, four separate pieces of 
misinformation about this man, so that he could not be traced and 
so that if the FBI said, "Do you have any CIA-generated material 
about Lee Harvey Oswald?" the CIA could say with a straight face, 
"No, we don't," because they didn't; it was Lee Henry Oswald.

ANDERSON: Well, the only comment I would have on it — 
I've seen my CIA file. I have seen my FBI file. And I would 
say that there are approximately four errors on every page of 
both,files. So it's not entirely...

SCOTT: ...military secrets.

ANDERSON: Well, he was a defector to the Soviet Union, 
and I was embarrassing to the Richard Nixon Administration. I'm 
not quite sure which one they may have been more interested in, 
and I rather suspect, from the great effort that was made to find 
out who my sources were and what I was doing, that they might have 
even had a greater interest in me. Nevertheless, I found at least 
four errors per page.

The plain fact is that these raw files are not very accur
ate. And that doesn't mystify me; that's normal procedure.

ANSON: Dave Phillips, we still have two questions out
standing. Who was the husky fellow? Can you tell me?

PHILLIPS: I don't know, and I don't believe...

ANSON: And secondly, after the assassination, you still 
had all these pictures around of people you were photographing 
coming in and out of the embassies. Did you go back through the 
pictures and find out if Oswald was there?

PHILLIPS: I went back through hundreds of pictures, and 
there was not a picture taken of Lee Harvey Oswald.

ANSON: See, I’m afraid I have more confidence in the 
Central Agency's efficiency than you do, because you seem to have 
made the most extraordinary string of errors when it came to this 
young fellow, Lee Harvey Oswald: didn't interview him when he 
got off the boat, managed somehow to miss his picture when he 
was in Mexico City, didn't take any notice of him at all. I just 
think it's an extraordinary record.
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PHILLIPS: Well, on the contrary. The CIA in Mexico City 
found out that there was this strange man there some weeks before 
the assassination. They knew where he went. They knew who he talked 
to. They advised other segments of the government, before the assas
sination, the FBI, the [unintelligible] travel service, advised other 
people that there was a strange man in Mexico before the assassin
ation. That's not inefficiency, that's efficiency.

ANSON: And then after the assassination...

HARRIS: But they only mention the Soviet Embassy. That's 
not efficiency, Mr. Phillips. They only mention the Soviet Embassy 
before the assassination. After the assassination, we learned 
about the Cuban Embassy. That is not efficiency.

ANSON: Then after the assassination, we have the Mexicans 
doing their own investigation of Lee Harvey Oswald. That's handled 
by the Ministry of the Interior, which at that time is headed up by 
Luis Echeverria, who later becomes the President of Mexico, but at 
that time was on your payroll, was he not?

PHILLIPS: He was not.

ANSON: Extraordinary.

SUSSKIND: All right, you've had an answer to your ques
tion.

But let me ask you this. Was it the policy of your bureau 
to notify the relevant other agencies, the Secret Service, that, 
considering the President of the United States would soon be in 
Dallas, "There's a very strange and dangerous, potentially dangerous 
man ."

PHILLIPS: Not the Secret Service, because, being out of 
the country, that would be the job of the FBI or one of the other 
departments to relay through to them. But in this case, the news 
that Oswald was in Mexico before the assassination was passed to 
the State Department, the FBI, Immigration and Naturalization, and 
I think one other agency.

HARRIS: ONI. You asked ONI for photographs, as a matter 
o f f ac t .

SCOTT: So the photograph of Lee Harvey Oswald was 
actually from ONI files eight days before the assassination.

HARRIS: That's right .

PHILLIPS: I wish that 1 could say more. When the gentle
men came down from. . .
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SUSSKIND: Do you know more?

PHILLIPS: I know a great deal more.

When the gentlemen came down after the assassination from 
the commission, I talked to them. I testified before Senator 
Schweiker during the Senate probe. The current House Assassin
ations Committee has been going now about nine months. I testified 
for 10 hours before that committee, giving the kind of detail that 
would make it much easier to explain my position here. But obviously 
I c a n * t . . .

ANDERSON: If you could give the details to a House com
mittee , why can not you give it to the public, which paid for that 
investigation?

PHILLIPS: Well, as you know, Mr. Anderson, there is going 
to be’a —there are going to be public hearings later. But to 
give it to the public, I would have to describe in detail the 
internal workings of a CIA station overseas, and that I don’t feel 
that I should do.

HARRIS: But, Mr. Phillips, you do understand how all this 
restraint inhibited the commissioners themselves of having a really 
clear picture of what had taken place; for instance, in Mexico 
alone .

Now, I interviewed John McCloy last year, and he’s a man 
who has been close to American intelligence responsibilities prac
tically his entire career. And he told me at his home that he 
realized now that the commissioners themselves, so much information 
was withheld from them.

PHILLIPS: Sir, I’m not trying to defend the commission. 
I'm not saying even that there wasn't a conspiracy involved, because 
I don't know. What I am saying is that we should be reaching these 
conclusions based on some sort shred of evidence, as someone said 
before.

SUSSKIND: There are still unanswered questions, mysteries, 
perplexities...

PHILLIPS: There are hundreds of unanswered questions, and 
not a single shred of evidence.

ANDERSON: I see no reason, if you have any important evi
dence that you've given the committee, I see no reason why you 
ought not to be able to discuss it here. Was there any important 
evidence, or is this just trivia, the 10 hours?

PHILLIPS: It was not trivia but it was nothing earth- 
shaking that would change the process of that investigation.
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SUSSKIND: Hold it.

* * *

SUSSKIND: Every citizen must be flabbergasted at the 
lack of coordination among the agencies designed to protect the 
President of the United States and to ferret out intelligence 
information and to make effective use of that. And the idea of...

GEMBERLING: ...it's very difficult, es pec ial 1 y -when you ’ ve 
gotthisvolume.

SUSSKIND: If the Warren Commission relied almost entirely 
on the FBI, which in its own way committed X number of goofs, and 
relied on the CIA, which made mistakes, even the name of Lee Harvey 
Oswald, wasn’t it a major error for the Warren Commission to restrict 
itself to those government agencies that may have been culpable, in 
the sense of errors of omission and commission?

GEMBERLING: But that was their decision. It wasn’t— 
you know, we get blamed, the FBI gets blamed, but they did other 
departments. But I agree with you, they used us and relied on us 
more than anyone else. But that was their decision, not ours.

SCOTT: It should be said — I’m a critic of the Warren 
Commission and I believe there was a conspiracy, but I'd like to 
say the FBI did a lot of very, very thorough work. And also I 
would say that in certain areas the CIA was very cooperative, and 
the other agencies of government.

But very interestingly, there are two areas where they 
were not cooperative. The first was the intelligence background 
of Lee Harvey Oswald, and the second area was the organized crime 
background of Jack Ruby. And now that we find out that in this 
period, intelligence...

[Confusion of voices]

SCOTT: I just want to say that this was a period when 
the CIA was collaborating with organized crime to assassinate Fidel 
Castro. And I know we have different opinions around this — and 
perhaps there is a consensus among almost all of us that that was 
an extremely important piece of information for the Warren Com
mission to have , the existence of actual collaboration on assas
sination projects.

HARRIS: Allen Dulles sat there day after day after day 
after day .

SCOTT: And this is precisely the area where they covered 
up. And the fact that they covered up is, to me, evidence that 
there was something stiking down there...
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SUSSKIND: Let's come to what you've just said. He killed — 
or, he was killed in the police station by Jack Ruby. Did the two 
men know each other prior to that fateful day, or did they not, 
according to your. . .

SCOTT; I'm going to sound like David Phillips. There's 
not a shred of evidence that they knew each other.

ANDERSON: I have a possible insight into it. I broke the 
story about the CIA's attempt to assassinate Castro and I investi
gated it very thoroughly, and I can now say that one of the sources 
was John Roselli. It took a long time, a matter of years, to get . 
a few facts out of him, a little at a time. John Roselli told me 
that Lee Harvey Oswald — excuse me. He suggested that Lee Harvey 
Oswald might have been linked to the Cuban -- Havana underworld. 
He suggested that . He said positively that Jack Ruby had close 
ties with Santos Traficanti and the Mafia in Havana and would have 
respondedtoorders from that Mafia.

SCOTT: Of course, the Mafia was no longer in Havana in 
' 63 .

ANDERSON: Santos Traficanti still had certain control 
over the Havana underworld, even after he left it.

SCOTT: He had contacts in Havana but these were French 
Corsican contacts. These were not U.S. Mafia.

ANDERSON: My information comes from John Roselli, who 
directed the assassination attempt. He said that he got his help 
from Santos Traficanti. He said it was Santos Traficanti who set 
him up with the assassins, with the contacts in Havana. I believe 
Roselli knew who he was dealing with.

HARRIS: ...one of the reasons why they were so spectacularly
unsuccessful .

Are we on, by the way?

SUSSKIND: Yes, of course we're on.

I'm lost. If Ruby had connections with the Mafia and the 
Mafia had been engaged by the CIA, and this is now a fact, to assas
sinate or attempt to assassinate Castro, didn't succeed, then isn't 
Ruby's connection with the Mafia of very pertinent interest.

HARRIS: Well, I think it is. For instance, George Crile, 
who is a very investigative reporter, wrote a series of interesting 
articles in which he suggested the possibility that part of organized 
crime was cooperating with Mr. Castro. And he suggested that Mr. 
Santos Traficanti himself had cooperated with Fidel Castro, probably 
on the advice of Meyer Lansky. In other words, people in crime could
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recognize that Mr. Castro was not just a fly-by-night opeation; he 
was in fact here to stay.

Now, we know that Ruby made one trip to Cuba in 1959. One 
of the things that researchers like myself and Peter Scott were 
always upset over was that we could never see Jack Ruby's passport. 
This is an example of something that is restricted, and perhaps may 
be restricted until the year 2039, when, we're told, so many docu
ments will then come to light.

Now, to speculate. It is possible that if Mr. Traficanti 
was in fact cooperating with Mr. Castro -- and God knows organized 
crime had much to fear from the Kennedy brothers -- it is possible 
that there may have been a cooperation between an element of organ
ized crime, not Mr. Marcello in New Orleans, not the Gambinos in...

SUSSKIND: If organized crime was cooperating with the 
CIA to, kill Castro...

HARRIS: Unsuccessfully. It's the most unsuccessful col
laboration in the history of the world.

SUSSKIND: All right. Then they turned around and said, 
"Well, we can't kill Castro. Let's become agents of Castro"?

HARRIS: There is every reason to believe that Castro has 
always had information, solid information, from the Bay of Pigs on, 
as to what to expect in the way of attacks, either on himself or on 
Cub a itself.

SUSSKIND: Can I ask this question? Do any of you believe 
that Jack Ruby was a local gangster, so-called, a local bartender, 
ran a bar, who out of grief for the loss of the President and anger 
at his killer just shot him dead?

GEMBERLING: I would believe that theory. I have seen 
evidence to indicate that that was the reason. I have seen no 
credible evidence to indicate that he was involved, so to speak, 
to any extent whatsoever in organized crime.

ANSON: Are you saying he was nothing more than just a 
bar owner?

GEMBERLING: He ran a strip joint there and he was a man 
who had a quick temper.

ANSON: How about the fact that he was an informant for the 
Dallas police?

HARRIS: How about the fact that he was an informant for 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation?
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GEMBERLING: He was not an informant.

ANSON: Potential informant.

GEMBERLING: He was being considered and he was contacted, 
and this is documented, the number of times.

HARRIS: Did you tell the Warren Commission?

GEMBERLING: It's in — you most certainly is — it most 
certainlyis.

ANDERSON: And when you say that you have no evidence that 
Jack Ruby was connected with organized crime, the fact that he was 
over there and talking to Stantos Traficanti? Now, I've seen the 
intelligence reports myself.

GEMBERLING: I have not seen that. I don't doubt that he — 
the fact that he talked with somebody, I think, is merely...

ANDERSON: Would you accept, say, if John Roselli had been 
your informant instead of mine and Johnny Roselli had said to the 
FBI, "Jack Ruby was one of our boys," would you have considered that 
to be authoritative?

GEMBERLING: We would have [unintelligible] to it, but that 
in itself does not...

ANDERSON: Well, that's what happened with me. That's what 
he said to me .

ANSON: Is it just a coincidence that you took him on as 
a PCI, a potential criminal informant, at exactly the time that Ruby 
started traveling to Havana? Is that just coincidence?

GEMBERLING: I don't — that may be a true statement that 
he was. I'm not that familiar with his case. But I think it's docu
mented the number of times he was approached by this agent, and he 
wasn't producing any information. Now, if he had information, he 
wasn't giving it to us.

SCOTT: It was terminated. It was terminated after he 
had stopped traveling to Havana.

GEMBERLING: It was terminated, right.

SUSSKIND: We have to pause.

* * *

SUSSKIND: An ordinary bartender really doesn't have access
to Mr. Traficanti, who is one of the kingpins in the American organ-
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ized crime society, and continues to be to this day. Your files 
on him are extensive, I take it, Mr. Traficanit, FBI files.

GEMBERLING: I wouldn’t want to comment on that, for 
obviously reasons. I wouldn’t be allowed to... .

SUSSKIND: Well, if you had a permanent tail on Sam 
Giancana and if you had it on Mr. Gambino in New York, who recently 
died, you certainly must have had one on Mr. Traficanti..

GEMBERLING: I would say that’s a good assumption.

SUSSKIND: Okay.

HARRIS: Well, David there are some people who believe that 
the reason Sam Giancana and Roselli were executed was not that they 
would have gone on telling more about the government’s coopeatipn 
with organized crime to eliminate Fidel Castro. Under sufficient 
pressure, they might have told about the section of organized crime 
that in fact cooperated with Fidel Castro.

GEMBERLING: What they might have done is a lot different 
than what they do.

SUSSKIND: Now, I just want to come back to the point. 
Therefore, Jack Ruby is no ordinary minor league thug, because he 
can have access to some of the top figures, and you have all that 
evidencein your file.

SCOTT: This goes back, incidentally, to 1946. It’s not...

SUSSKIND: ...considering him as an informant. Why?

GEMBERLING: The main reason we would have considered him 
would be for the reason that he might have a link with organized 
crime, and that being in the nightclub, strip business, he would 
have — there would be people frequenting there that we would be 
interested in, he would have associations there that we would be 
interested in. But the contacts, whatever number it was, nine or 
ten, were not productive.

Now, I don’t mean to say that just because he didn’t tell 
us everything, that he didn’t know something. I don't know.

SCOTT: His trips to Havana. Wouldn't his trips to Havana 
have interested you?

GEMBERLING: ...these contacts prior to that are such
that he’s not telling us anything, we're not willing to waste 
agent time and money to keep contacting somebody that isn't giving 
us the time of day.
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SCOTT: We all agree that you terminated this connection, but 
the point is that Castro had driven the American Mafia out of Havana, 
including Mr. Traficanti. He jailed Mr. Traficanti. So that the 
situation you had in 1960, when organized crime was a very good way 
to infiltrate into Havana, including assassination agents...

HARRIS: ...many people from his organization, he was con
tinuously in touch...

SCOTT: A lot of French Corsicans stayed in Havana. And the 
best public record we have here is the Federal Bureau of Narcotics, 
which recorded the contacts between the Traficanti organization on 
the mainland and three very top-level French Corsicans in, Havana.

Well, I think it's very, very bad journalism for people 
to suggest that French Corsicans in Havana are somehow agents of 
Fidel Castro .

SUSSKIND: Well, I'm more interested in the fact of the 
FBI office in Dallas. Did you alert the Dallas police on the 
comings and goings and associations of Jack Ruby with top figures 
in the Mafia? Because he was a crony of the police. He hung 
around there .

GEMBERLING: I really can't answer that question; it's 
because I don't really know. I did not handle Ruby as an infor
mant. All I remember was in the coordinating of the assassination 
investigation that we did make available file on the potential 
criminal informant and showing the contents that he was. Efforts 
were made because we thought he might have information, and then 
the agent closed it because he didn't produce.

ANDERSON: David, I think I probably ought to add at least 
this much intelligence, and I don't know whether it's — how reliable 
it is. But John Roselli did suggest very strongly to me that Jack 
Ruby had knocked off Lee Harvey Oswald on the orders of the mob. 
Of course, I asked why he would do it, and he'd say because the mob 
had something to do with the assassination of John F. Kennedy.

Now, he did not say flatly that he knew this to be the 
case, but he did say to me that he believed this to be the case, 
and he suggested it strongly, and he said that he did know about 
the ties between Jack Ruby and Santos Traficanti. And it is an 
interesting fact that -- because he was talking to me and people 
knew that he was talking to me and some of his friends knew that 
he was talking to me. It's an interesting fact that when John 
Roselli disappeared, his friends did not call the FBI, they did 
not call the Miami police, they called me. They obviously thought 
that it had something to do with his discussions with me. They 
called and said, "John is missing."

MAN: Do you suspect this?
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ANDERSON: I don't know. I just know that Johnny Roselli
was talking to me, I know that he was very reluctant to talk, I 
know that it had taken years to get him to say things, and I know 
that he was beginning to talk along this line. At no time did he 
say, “This is what happened." He said, "This is what I think might 
have happened."

SUSSKIND: You have to have asked him why. Why would the 
Mafia want to kill President Kennedy?

ANDERSON: All right. This is what...

SUSSKIND: What did he reply to that?

ANDERSON: Well, the Kennedys had been cracking down on 
the mob. Bob Kennedy had done more to hurt the mob than any Attorney 
General in the history of the United States. They had motive.

* But John Roselli explained this possiblity — and, again, 
only a possibility. He didn't say he knew this. But he said, "We 
tried six times to knock off Castro." He says, "Castro caught our 
boys." He says, "I would have to assume that they tortured them." 
In fact, I understand that they were tortured. He said, "It is 
part of the Latin American sense of irony to use the same people 
who are after you and have it backfire against those who had sent 
them after you." He says, "I think that might have been what hap
pened."

I'm only reporting. I don't know whether it was. He 
didn't even say it was. He said that this was his speculation.

SCOTT: Did Roselli speak to you about the shooting of Sam 
Giancana when it was announced that he was going to testify to the 
Church Committee?

HARRIS: The only man ever to be murdered before appearing 
before a federal. . .

SUSSKIND: Did you believe it, Jack?

ANDERSON: There are a lot of strange coincidences, David, 
a lot of — and that’s all I can report. We did have six attempts 
upon Castro by the Mafia. There’s no question about that. They 
occurred in 1963. There's no — the last ones did, the last one 
in March of 1963. We know that the Mafia was called off. We know 
that the CIA continued to try to knock off Castro. And we know 
that in September — I think it was September 7th of 1963, that 
Castro called the local Associated Press man in Havana and said, 
"I've got something important to say tonight and I’m going to be 
saying it at the Brazilian Embassy," a man named Martin. Martin 
showed up, and essentially — the Associated Press man. Essentially, 
what Castro said was, "I’m aware that there have been plots on the
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lives of high Cuban officials. I want you to know that two can 
play at this game and that even American officials themselves may 
no t b e sa f e .

It was three months after that, three months after that 
that John F. Kennedy was shot by, allegedly, Lee Harvey Oswald, 
who had been to the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City just before, who 
had been active in the pro-Castro movement just before.

Now, these are all coincidences. I don't know what they 
add up to. I’m not sure.

ANSON: Jack...

SUSSKIND: Hold it. Bob, and we’ll come right back to you. 

* * *

SUSSKIND: Okay, Robert Anson. 

ANSON: All right, Jack. What we’ve been talking about, 
the "Castro did it" school of thought, it is pure speculation. I 
think first of all that ought to be established.

Secondly, I think you have to consider the political 
background that we’re operating in in 1963. The fact of the matter 
is that there is not a shred of evidence that suggests that John 
F. Kennedy, at that time, was directing the assassination attempts 
against Fidel Castro. On the contrary, there’s a lot of evidence 
that suggests that the Kennedy government and the Castro government 
were then engaged in trying to put back together relations between 
the two countries. And in fact Bill Atwood, who was one of our 
representatives at the United Nations in Cuba — at the United 
Nations, had met with the Cuban Ambassador in New York and the 
Ambassador passed word that Castro was interested in a rapproche
ment. Atwood relayed this information back to Bob Kennedy, and 
from there it went to John Kennedy, and Kennedy said, "Go ahead 
wi t h it."

SUSSKIND: Well, why were we trying to assassinate Castro?

[Confusion of voices]

ANDERSON: The plain fact is that we were trying to assas
sinate Castro, and it is absolutely — I'll answer your question if 
you'11 1et me .

ANSON: Just let me make one quick point. When you say, 
"We were trying to," does that mean the United States Government 
or does that mean the Central Intelligence Agency? And I think fact 
of the matter is there's a great big difference between the two.
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SUSSKIND; Somebody gives orders to the Central Intelli
gence Agency.

ANSON: I think the Church Committee established that the 
CIA operates illegally, on its own more often than...

PHILLIPS: I take absolute exception to that. The Church
Report states very clearly that what they found was that the CIA, 
over a period of 29 years -- 28 years, was indeed following the 
dictates of the various Administrations.

SCOTT: ...particular case, they found that there was
a CIA assassination plot against Castro in the second half of 1963, 
and they asked Richard Helms, "Did either John F. Kennedy or Robert 
Kennedy order you to do this?" and he answered, "No." And the next 
thing that he was asked, "And then why were your men going to Cuban 
agents, who were probably double agents, and representing themselves 
as personal representatives of Bobby Kennedy, when Bobby Kennedy had 
never given them any authorization?"

ANDERSON: And Richard Helms is about to be indicted, or 
by the time this comes out, he's probably been indicted, for perjury. 
So I don't know how much...

ANSON: But put yourself in the position of Fidel Castro.

ANDERSON: Let me tell you what the facts are, if you'd 
like to know them. There is no possibility that this could have 
been conducted without the knowledge of the Kennedys. John F. 
Kennedy actually appointed his brother Bob to go into the CIA and 
to turn it upside-down, to look at everything. There is evidence 
that I have gotten personally from people inside the CIA that in 
fact Bob Kennedy was completely aware of this plot. There is no 
evidence that I've been able to get that John F. Kennedy knew about 
it. But it seems entirely illogical that Bob Kennedy would not tell 
his brother about it.

Bob Kennedy did know about it. When John F. Kennedy was 
assassinated, the first person to reach Bob Kennedy's side was John 
McCone. Now, John McCone was not a family friend. This isn't a 
time when the head of the CIA would be calling upon Bobby Kennedy 
to console him. There was another purpose for it. People who 
were close to Bobby Kennedy said that he went into a deep funk, a 
period of great grief. Now, that's natural. But they said they 
knew Bobby Kennedy and it was not natural. They said that his 
grief was much deeper and much greater than would have been normal.

Now, this gets into the real of speculation. But you had 
John McCone, the head of the CIA, rushing over to Bob Kennedy's 
side, spending three hours with him, letting nobody else in during 
this period, and you have this deep depression that followed.
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I raised the question when I first broke this story: Wasn’t 
this grief as a result of Bob Kennedy knowing that he had had some
thing to do with this plot, that at least he had condoned it? And 
didn't it also have something to do with the possibility that he 
felt it had backfired and that he himself may have therefore had 
something to do with this brother's...

ANSON: Well, once again. Jack, that is wild and, I think, 
grotesque speculation.

ANDERSON: That is neither wild nor grotesque. It's based 
upon fact. Now, it is speculation, but it is based upon fact. ,

SCOTT: It's based on speculation by John Roselli.

PHILLIPS: When I have some fact, eyewitness. When the 
Bay of Pigs failed, I was sitting there after that last message 
from the beach, coming from people I knew, and I was there when 
Bobby Kennedy came in in shirtsleeves. And he came over there to 
turn the place upside-down.

ANDERSON: That's correct.

PHILLIPS: But what happened was that he fell in love with 
secret operations. Every Foreign Service official that went to 
Latin America for the next few years took Bobby's course in counter
insurgency. And during this period of assassinations that we're 
talking about, Bobby said to the CIA, "Why don't you guys get off 
your ass and do something about Castro?"

SCOTT: But that was 1961-62. And I admit there was a . 
great crescendo of operations against. . .

ANDERSON: That's when all this occurred.

SCOTT: Until the Cuban missile crisis.

ANDERSON: That's when this occurred. ?

SCOTT: Until the Cuban missile crisis. And then they 
had to turn these things off, because now the Soviet Union was 
involved, and the Kennedys were very interested in reaching some 
kind of understanding with the Soviet Union. And part of that was 
the publicly stated announcement that there would be no more oper
ations mounted against Fidel Castro from the continental United . 
States. This made the Cuban exiles extremely angry, but it made 
it just suicidal madness for Castro to want to assassinate the 
President, who had promised this, in order to bring to power the 
Vice President, who was known to be much more in favor of this 
kind of operations than Kennedy himself was in 1963.

ANSON: As long as we're going to deal in the realm of
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speculation. . .

SUSSKIND: We're not in the realm of speculation. I’d 
like to clear that up.

Do you believe, genuinely, that Attorney General Robert 
Kennedy and/or his brother. President Kennedy, knew nothing about 
the attempts of the CIA, with cooperation from the Mafia, to kill 
Castro six times?

ANDERSON: That is wild.

ANSON: Wait a second. I think in 1961 and 1962, up to 
the time of the Cuban missile crisis, that the Kennedy brothers 
were doing everything conceivable to get rid of Castro. I think 
there is a complete break, though, in that history after the Cuban 
missilecrisis. 

*
ANDERSON: But you didn’t cite that before. I mean I 

don’t know at what point the Kennedys may have withdrawn from the 
project. I just know that they knew about the project, and I sus
pect that they knew about it right up to the end.

SCOTT: There was a public announcement on March 30th, 
1963, coming technically from the State Department, but it was 
obviously policy, that there were to be no more of these kind of 
covert operations mounted against Cuba from the continental United 
States. Now, they meant — and this is what they did. They con
tinued to train Cubans , but that was to go to some other country, 
like Guatemala or Nicaragua or Costa Rica. And the CIA would give 
them money, and the Cubans could do their own thing. But the 
United States would not mount another Bay of Pigs.

SUSSKIND: Gentlemen, hold it.

* * ■ *

SUSSKIND: All right, there was a declaration, "No more 
attempts on Castro's life," from the United States.

ANSON: Let me tell you another thing that's really simple 
and obvious, and I'm sure all the American people understand this. 
If there was a conspiracy to assassinate the President, as I believe 
there was, it had to involved a lot of people in Dallas, and par
ticularly the Dallas police. Is anyone here really suggesting that 
the KGB or Fidel Castro had somehow seized control of key elements 
in the Dallas police force? That's crazy.

If there was a conspiracy, it was a conspiracy that had 
at least to be partly based in Dallas. And that's why I take what 
you said about organized crime very seriously indeed. And I think 
this should have been pursued in '64 by the Warren Commission, and
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it obviously wasn't.

So that we have a very good case here for a cover-up.

ANDERSON: I don't understand there. Are you saying that 
the Dallas police force, in your opinion, participated in the assas
sination...

SCOTT: At the very least, in the cover up of it, yes. 
And you can see there are a lot of documents that...

HARRIS: ...as long as Oswald lived and as long as he was
interrogated by one branch of the government after another in those 
two days, no notes were taken, no tape recordings, nothing. Now, 
that has always struck the American people as something damn odd.

, GEMBERLING: That is really not extraordinary if you 
would have known and worked with Captain Fritz, who was the head 
of the Homicide Bureau in Dallas. I'm not being critical of Captain 
Fritz, but he hardly ever took notes, and he ran the whole show. In 
other words, in any big case, he was going to do the interviewing. 
And it's unfortunate that there were no tapes. I agree with that.

SUSSKIND: No stenographer, no tape recording. A man has 
killed the President of the United States, and we have a police 
chief with idiosyncrasies.

GEMBERLING: Right. I would like to make reference to 
that, David, here, because a man had killed the President of the 
United States, and it was nothing more than a local crime. Here 
our country was 187 years old and it was not a violation of federal 
law.

HARRIS: It would have been to kill a postman that day.

GEMBERLING: It was not a violation of federal law. The 
only way the FBI had jurisdiction — we at first thought it might 
be a violation of the assaulting-a-federal~officer statute, but 
the U.S. Attorney, Burfoot Sanders, that Friday evening searched 
the books. The President wasn't covered.

So, then we were directed by the President to conduct an 
investigation. And then subsequently, of course, the President 
created the commission.

So, actually, it's amazing to me that now our Congress, 
I hope, this House committee is getting all of this information 
that you people have alluded to, especially Mr. Anderson there, 
and I'm sure they have it. And they're spending $2 1/2 million 
of taxpayer money. Let's hope they up with the answer, but let's 
don't come up with an answer that "Well, we still think there was 
a conspiracy, but we haven't been able to prove it because of,"
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say, "the FBI did this or the CIA did this."

And I'd like to comment one thing that Director Kelley of 
the FBI said back in '76. He made a speech and he admitted we had 
made mistakes and that we were going to try and not make any more 
of them. But he said some elements of our society are pursuing 
the posse while the outlaws are shooting up the saloon. And if 
you analyze that statement, that's just about what's happening.

Now, I'm hoping, as I'm sure every taxpayer listening to 
this program is hoping, that when this committee, after they've 
spent the $2 1/2 million this year, and they'll probably spend 
some more next year, that they come up with a solution: There 
was or there wasn't. If not, why not?

HARRIS: But you do point out that the head of your own 
bureau*at the time, Mr. Hoover, made it clear, after looking 
over the record of many of the FBI personnel involved in this 
thing, and he was furious at their performance.

GEMBERLING: He was.

HARRIS: He then said, after the commission had debated 
and made its findings, that this case would be held open by the 
FBI forever .

MAN: Andit'sstillopen.

GEMBERLING: And it was still open as of December 31st, 
when I retired , last year.

SUSSKIND: A quick mention of that famous letter, so-called 
letter written by Lee Harvey Oswald to H.L. Hunt, the deceased oil 
billionaire from Texas, suggesting that they had some working 
arrangement together and he was requesting a meeting on the matter.

[Confusion of voices]

GEMBERLING: It's never been established that that letter
was directed to H.L. Hunt.

SUSSKIND: There was a letter to Mr. Hunt.

GEMBERLING: There was. I’ve seen the letter. And there 
are, I think, several handwriting ex perts, alleged experts, at 
least, that have said it was Oswald's writing. I don't think the 
FBI has been firmly convinced that it was his writing.

ANSON: So it might be a forgery.

GEMBERLING: But there again, it might be and it might not 
be. I don't know. But I did want to make it clear that it was to
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a Mr. Hunt. And that is not — that is a rather common name, 
could have been to a lot of Mr. Hunts.

so it

HARRIS It's so common that there was a Mr. Hunt who founded 
the Cuban Revolutionary Council at 544 Camp Street in New Orleans, 
where Oswald listed his address. That sort of...

PHILLIPS: Are you suggesting that Howard Hunt was stationed 
in New Orleans?

[Confusion of voices]

SUSSKIND: Is that part of the continuing investigation: 
which Mr. Hunt that letter was written to, and the letter's authen
ticity?

GEMBERLING: Not by the FBI, to my knowledge. It wasn't — 
well, bf course, this has come up since I left, so I don't recall — 
I don’t know what the FBI is doing now in connection with the inves
tigating, because the House committee is investigating, and I don't 
know that they want the FBI. You'd have to talk to a current member 
o f the FBI.

SUSSKIND: Gentlemen, we must pause again.

* * *

SUSSKIND: Gentlemen, if Lee Harvey Oswald had lived and 
gone to trial, would that have cleared up the mystery, do you sup
pose? Can you project...

ANSON: Well, he would have been freed if he had a good 
defense attorney, because the FBI had suppressed and destroyed 
evidence. At least on appeal, that would have been thrown right 
out of court, thanks to the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

SCOTT: I think it depends what year it would come up.
If it would have come up in 1976, when we know just how widespread 
agent operations are, I think it would have come out that Lee Harvey 
Oswald was not his own man, he was an agent who took orders from 
somebody. And the question would have been then, who was he taking 
orders from? And the question of whether or not he actually pulled 
a trigger himself on that day, I think, would have been very secon
dary, but I personally think he did ^ot pull the trigger.

HARRIS: Would Marina have been allowed to testify against 
her husband? Would she have been a government witness against her 
husband?

PHILLIPS: Would he have been found guilty of killing 
Officer Tippit? There were a number of eyewitnesses to that. I 
think he certainly would have been found guilty of that.
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ANSON: No, I think that the case -- the Tippit case is 
far weaker, even, than the case...

GEMBERLING: There were two eyewitnesses to the shooting 
and seven eyewitnesses to the...

ANSON: Well, who — would you name these eyewitnesses to 
the shooting?

GEMBERLING: They're named in the Warren Report.

ANSON: Yes, but it turns out they weren’t eyewitnesses 
to the shooting. One was not looking up at the time and the other 
onecameonthescenelater.

SUSSKIND: We're almost at the end, and there are two 
important questions that I'd like each of you to take some time 
and comment on. Given what we know, what do you conclude about 
Lee Harvey Oswald? And will we ever know the entire truthful 
storyofwhathappened?

What do you say, Jack?

ANDERSON: Oh, I'm just confused, and I always have been, 
and I'm not even sure it's ever going to be cleared up. Even 
tonight we've had the same people saying that Lee Harvey Oswald 
was sane and normal and the same people saying, "Why didn't the 
FBI do something about this psychotic and notify — and notify the 
Secret Service?" We've had the same people suggest that he might 
have been a CIA agent, because of all of the peculiar circumstances 
under which he got out of the Marines, and who also suggest that 
there wer equally peculiar circumstances on the Soviet side, so 
he must have been -- there fore , we could — we have just as much 
evidence that he would have been a KGB agent. And so we have this 
confusion.

SUSSKIND: David Phillips, high former official, ex-CIA, 
are you satisfied? Do you believe the Warren Commission Report?

PHILLIPS: I believe it, and I've taken this step. I've 
spent the last 2 1/2 years organizing former intelligence people 
from all agencies, not a very popular cause. These days, saying 
that you believe the Warren Commission Report is not very popular. 
But I have said that if I find the CIA, as an institution, was 
covering up in that, I would call for the abolishment of the CIA.

And one final thing, David. I think there's a compulsive 
tendency in our country to suspect conspiracy in the face of facts 
not easily understood: Is it possible to kill Camelot with a few 
bullets? Do I hear anyone say that there was a conspiracy in 
those two cases in California when two women missed President Ford? 
That was the difference. It could be understood.
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SUSSKIND: Robert Sara Anson.

ANSON: I don not think that the Central Intelligence 
Agency, as an organization , had anything to do with the assassin
ation of President Kennedy. I think the question of whether indivi
duals who happened to work for the CIA or had a connection with the 
CIA were involved in the assassination is an open question. I do 
not believe that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone, and that he was 
definitely attached to some intelligence agency.

SUSSKIND: Robert Gemberling, former FBI.

GEMBERLING: I feel from 13 years of seeing the evidence 
that was compiled, I think Oswald did commit the assassination, and 
I have seen no credible evidence to indicate that there was a con
spiracy. I can't sit up here and say that there was none, but I 
would Jove to see some evidence. In other words, it seems that 
those who accept it, no explanation is necessary; and those that 
won't accept it, no explanation will suffice.

SUSSKIND: Professor Scott.

SCOTT: I'm with the 90Z of the American people who do not 
believe the Warren Report and I'm with the 99% of the people who've 
read it and read the hearings who do not believe in it.

But I just want to make it clear I'm not saying that the 
CIA killed President Kennedy, certainly not the FBI, who, on balance, 
I think, did a lot to help. But I do think that there was a con
spiracy of people to kill the President who knew that because Oswald 
had played an intelligence role for some U.S. agency that they would 
be able to blackmail the U.S. Government into covering up Lee Harvey 
Oswald's intelligence role by covering up the whole real facts of 
what happened in Dallas.

SUSSKIND: Jones Harris.

HARRIS: Well, I agree with Peter and 90% of the American 
people. My hunch is that the planning of the Kennedy assassination 
was the work of a man with deception experience in wartime, World 
War II intelligence operations; that there was a collaboration 
between the Soviets and organized crime in this country.

SUSSKIND: The Soviets.

HARRIS: The Soviets. And one of the reasons I believe 
this is that the two principal lawyers, Coleman and Slossin (?), 
who had to get as many facts as they could out of the Soviet Union, 
were rebuffed over and over again, in terms of getting the affi
davits and the knowledge that they felt that they needed about 
Oswald's stay in Russia.
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SUSSKIND: A quick thought. In our lifetime, is this 
mystery likely to be cleared up. Jack?

ANDERSON: I don't think so. I think that the House com
mittee is making an effort, but I don't think that they're going 
to satisfy people on this panel, not all of them.

SUSSKIND: Will the year 2000 solve it, when those records 
can be opened up?

ANDERSON: I don't think the records are going to prove
anything more than we'll know at the end of this House investi
gation. There are always going to be questions that cannot be 
answered. I hope we find the answers. I doubt that we will.
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i create every detail of what took place. . / is interspersed throughout "Ruby and 
'/ - Watching Michael Lerner and Fred-/ ' Oswald” and it is a sorry thing to have to 

eric Forrest striving, each to become > , write that these are the only redeeming
' a respective doppelganger for Ruby and ; moments of the long three hours.

- Oswald, it was impossible for me to find I have looked long and hard at the real 
them credible. Perhaps I was too close to - Oswald and the real Ruby (who has long

since died of natural causes), and theythe case. But even allowing for that, I since died of natural causes), and they; 
found that the whole project just did not h were nothing like the two actors have 
come off and herewith are some of the portrayed them. I remember Oswald, as

' reasons why — having nothing to do the Dallas police periodically paraded 
with thd subjective opinion that the him before us, as a snarling, surly, defi- 
production is too long by a solid hour. . . r ‘

; drove him, they never made him so bland
IMAGINE, IF YOU CAN, Henry (The and gentle-looking a young man as For- 

Fonz) Winkler underplaying the role of , rest plays him. ' ;

ant, tight-lipped man. Whatever he-deVils

has Oswald greeting his kids as if Lee 
'i and Marina were the gentlest of parents, 

opening doors politely for the family

tury but the impression is all wrong. Lee 
’ and Marina fought and bickered more 
; than they conversed normally and the ex- > 

^ Marine is not most accurately depicted
as a, courteous candidate, for a part in f 

J’The Waltons. .

FORREST, EXCEPT once in all too' 
rare a while, plays Oswald as either dead 

h pan or dolorous, and obsequious to a 
fault. Oswald was none of these things, 

’ ever. In custody, which is the only place I 
ever saw him, he was truculent, una
fraid, demanding and almost arrogant. 
Whatever Oswald was, he was not the ex
pressionless creature played by Forrest, 
an actor who seems to have been unde
cided whether he was portraying a black



anal Exercise; t
villain, a grievously wronged man of the 
people or an automaton. ■ -

I think the low point of the Oswald-For-. 
rest act is the scene in which Oswald 
asks his brother, Robert, “What did you 
think of the baby?” Without doubting 
that this dialogue took place when .the 1 
brothers met, I remember Oswald as a'; 
man screaming his defiance against a , 
system in which he constantly failed at ; 
everything except assassination. t

A close second would be the scene in 
which Police Capt. Will Fritz interro- ■ 
gates Oswald. Looking glum instead of 
surly, which was his true natural expres
sion, Oswald-Forrest replies bashfully- , 
that he had indeed been a Marine. Fritz ■ 
avuncularly: “Ever win any medals' for ; 
marksmanship?” Oswald, almost simper- ; 
ingly: “Just the usual.” : - .

“ WHILE FORREST is going the Zombie ’ 
route, Lerner does Jack Ruby hyperki-.; 
netically and comes a bit closer to the 
mark aided by a superficial physical . 
resemblance to the tough nightclub. ■ 
owner. I saw Ruby hanging around the ’ 
police station the night Kennedy was ; ’ 
killed and all through the next day and 
night as well. He gave me his card; he’d- 
get you a sandwich in the best tradition 
of police station buffs across the nation.- 
Ruby positively fawned on policemen and 
reporters and Lerner catches this facet . 
well.

But the complex character of Ruby 
was too much for even a solid pro like . 
Lerner to capture consistently. He.is 
shown telling an off-color joke in the- 
.nightclub, throwing out a raucous cus-. 
"tomer, diving like Ahab's great white 
whale into his swimming pool, crying in 
his car when the death of Kennedy is-an: - 
nounced on the radio and looking thor-: 
bughly uncomfortable doing all these 
things. Lerner catches Ruby best in.the 
vignette of helping newsman Ike Pappas■ 
get an interview with the DA and least - 
deftly in protraying Ruby’s repeated sob
bings over the fate of the Kennedy 
family. '

THE LOW POINT for Lerner-Ruby 
comes when a family member recalls 
mildly enough that Ruby’s father never 
especially cared for his offspring. 
Lerner-Ruby promptly is sent rushing to 
the toilet bowl by the director and re
quired to simulate throwing up at the 
mere thought of being an unloved child.’ 
The next lowest point for the Ruby part is 
demonstrating with laughter how to use a - 
twist board in a Dallas newspaper office 
while he is supposed to be almost mad-- 
dened with grief for Jack and Jackie 
Kennedy.

The shooting of Oswald in the Dallas 
police station basement is an amazingly 
good recreation although the ensuing dia
logue, while accurate on a technicality, is 
unreal according to the conditions I 
remember so well. After they have untan
gled the dying Oswald from the half 
dozen cops and Ruby, and gotten Ruby 
off to one side, Ruby-Lerner is made to 
say, “What happened?” “You shot him, 
Jack, you shot Oswald.” "I did? I don’t 
even remember doing it.” ,



The best of the recreations may well be? ' 
the graphic demonstration on the scene 
of how easy it was for Ruby to get into* 
the garage just in time to shoot Oswald.?. 
The commotion at the garage 'Entrance' 
would have been enough to permit Ruby / 
to slip inside even if his well-known face ? 
alone had not been enough for the police ' 
guards to let him pass.

This production is based on the Warren 
Commission report and I am sure ad-* 

; heres to the best information available. ?
The writers could work only with what 
they had. The actors and the director, 
succeeded only in making a bore of 4 . 
weekend that was as exciting as it was ; 
horrible. But if the design was to illus- . 
trate the banality of evil, then CBS has - 
accomplished that better than anyone 
ever has before. /

Young Americans, to whom much of 
that Black November is little-known an
cient history, will perhaps be startled , 
that such earth-shaking events could ; 
have been engineered by such trivial 

< men. Yet, this is cinema verite, and much' 
about “Oswald and Ruby” was just plain 
dull excepting their single blinding mo-

• ments of notoriety. If the film is tedious, 
, it is because Oswald and_Ruby were tedi

ous men, marred further by a streak of 
murderous violence. ’ -,



Hey Diddle Diddle, < ;
Fiddling With History;

In ‘King’ and ‘Ruby and Oswald,’ Real-Life 
Figures Become Comic-Strip Cutouts ;

By Tom Shales
Dishes are running away with 

spoons again and the little dogs still 
laugh. In the week ahead, television 
Networks once more will be having « 
their merry and nefarious ways with J 
recent reality, turning figures both J 
revered and reviled into the comic- 
strip cutouts of pop melodrama and ri- 
further endangering the concept of § 
truth as a cultural value. 5
, Both “King,” a three-part biography ^ 
of‘Martin Luther King Jr. which be- ;■' 
gins Sunday night on NBC, and “Ruby 
and Oswald,” a three-hour drama spe- “ 
cial on CBS tonight, intercut actual -i 
newsreel footage with questionable

s a «R\*

speculative reenactments and thereby 
tell viewers that on television, fantasy 
and reality should be regarded as 
equals.

. “King,” which is really Hollywood 
liberal Abby Mann’s six-hour love let
ter to himself, at least manages'to 
pack some dramatic wallop, however 
parasitically generated, as it traces the 
history of the civil rights movement 
from the early ’50s onward. In the 
course of this, however, there are 
such dubious injections of authentic- ’ 
ity as having Ramsey Clark and Tony ’ 
Bennett play themselves.

You didn’t know Tony Bennett had 
a role in the civil rights movement? 
Why, he was nothing less than a guest 
star. When you’re stretching the 
truth, you might as well pull with all 
your might. f

The best protection against a pro
gram like' “Ruby and Oswald,” on 
Channel 9 at 8 o’clock tonight, may be | 
its own absolute lack of dramatic ( 
tension; it ploddingly attempts to de- I 

■ pict nearly every Waking moment of ; 
Lee Harvey Oswald, the accused as- | 

' sassin of President Kennedy, and Jack ' 
■Ruby, the assassin of Lee Harvey Os- . i 
.wald, during four days in Dallas in j 
1963. . i

; See AIR, B3, Col. 1' j

“Ruby and Oswald?’: Frederic I
Forrest, top, as Lee Harvey j
Oswald and Michael Lerner , j 
as Jack Ruby. |



Iley I)id^ Willi Rece^^
Long

AIR, From Bi \ -^ : ' " and Hutch” level, “Ruby and Oswald’1
before the actor impersonal- stoops low in the name of show-biz ex- 

$ pcdicncy • ' < <
ing Ruby has taken his third morning • ; ’ / . ;

The creators of this travesty make| dip in the family pool, viewers are

jt.

4

bound to wonder why on earth CBS 
has chosen to bring this painful his
tory up again.; Certainly not for any 
apparent worthwhile purpose. -The

giant claims fdr its credibility. Direc
tor Mel Stuart, who already profited 11 was never his understanding that 

CBS News would look at the show, from the Kennedy assassination with 
a documentary called “Four Days in 
November” in 1965 (the original title 
for “Ruby and Oswald” was “Fouronly points the program makes—both „ , -

of them wildly debatable—are that Days in Dallas”), claims that a com-_
Ruby was a lovable bumbling patriot, nnttee of representatives from CBS
sort of a “Marty” with a gun, and that News and. “network executives” re-
the Warren Commission report was viewed his film to make certain Its
'positively the last word on the assassi- details were authentic.
nation. ■ ; ■ ; "We had nothing whatsoever to do
i No one wants to be put in the posi- with ‘Ruby and Oswald,”’ a CBS 
tion of discouraging controversial pro- News spokesman countered yesterday, 
gramming on televison, but this is the . “And we will have nothing to do with 
cheapest kind of' controversy. In fact any of these docu-dramas; We were 

never asked to review this show and| “Ruby and Oswald” skirts the crucial, 
f nagging unanswered questions about --------

the JFK tragedy, while at the same When CBS News President Richard
we never would.”

j- time pandering to our emotional vul- 
5 “fterabilities with actual newsreel foot- 
s ■ age of President and Mrs. Kennedy as 
; they near Dallas and calamity.

L By using these still-heartbreaking 
images as bait to lure us through a 
sleazy crime drama at the “Starsky

cent of the American people do not 
believe the report’s conclusion that 
Oswald acted alohe in the killing of 
the president, however.

So when the time comes for the ac
tual shooting in “Ruby and Oswald,” 
Stuart gingerly cops out. The screen 
goes, into a blurred freeze-frame and 
we hear three shots fired. The actor 
playing Oswald—a fellow who looks 
more like Roger Mudd on a liquid pro- ;

’ Salant heard of Stuart’s statement, he 
wrote Stuart objecting to it and 
Stuart wired back that he never made 
the remark. But about 65 TV critics 
and editors heard him make the re
mark at a late-afternoon press confer- 

; ence, following a screening of the

. The Dallas police, widely, criticized 
for their handling of Oswald, come 
out smelling like roses in the screen
play by John and Michael McGreevey.

' Stuart says proudly that the Dallas 
police department “read and ap
proved” the script; before production

film, in a Los Angeles hotel on Fri
day, Jan. 13. 1 v

Company president Alan Landsburg
said yesterday from Hollywood that'

but that it would be, and was, review
ed bj’ a “committee" whose composi
tion he was “hot privy" to. ’

“I think it’s grossly unfair to ask 
bur company to comment on what 
CBS did,” Landsburg said, re-empha
sizing that the “accuracy of all de
tails” in the program has been 
“checked Inevery respect.”;

Stuart also said the Warren Com
mission report was his “primary” 
source for the film. A Gallup Poll in

teln diet—is not shown firing or hold- . and that he had their, “complete coop- 
' ing a gun; eration” in filming at Dallas locations.

“I wasn’t there,” says Stuart, in de- Natu^ally‘ '
fense of this curious evasion. “No one ' Goldberg saw the program in ad- 
was in that room.T would have to go vance over the objections of CBS.
bycircumstantial evidence and that “It’s the Warren Commission report
would be wrong ” . . ; . set to words and music,” he com-

I ^tuart concedes that the words put drama and U is
in Ruby’s mouth are “a synthesis of A h
what he said in those days” and that ’ (h“bcy« 7 

the first case of selective speculation he took a certain dramatic freedom by Ty entertainm6nt producers in the 
' pursuit of almighty Nielsens. The old 

argument that this technique seri- , 
ously impairs the public’s ability to

• in the depiction. Yet he maintains 
' that Oswald’s dialogue, at least during ■ 
f the lengthy interrogation scenes, is

“all verbatim.” , , . , _ differentiate between fact and fiction
That s a particularly inflammatory seems to have fallen on a nation—and

। contention in the eyes of Jeff Gold-
berg of the Washington-based Assassi-

December 1976 showed that 80 per- nation Information Bureau. Goldberg
■ - - . . r . says that no transcripts of recordings

of the Oswald interrogations were

a nation’s capital—of deaf ears. There 
mav be no no’nt in repeating it again.

And yet there must be some way to 
defend ourselves against these trivial-

- . izing and distorting intrusions into
made by the Dauas Police Depart- the pas^ ABC’s “Trial of Lee Harvey
ment. . - Oswald” turned the assassination of 

President Kennedy into a game show. 
CBS’ “Ruby and Oswald” turns it into 
a cop show. The effect is as tasteless 
and insensitive as if they were using 
the same material for a dirty joke.

“Ruby and Oswald” was produced 
by Alan Landsburg Productions, the
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HistoryS^ . 
company whose previous network' ^of
ferings this season include tales of 
rampaging ants on ABC (“It Hap. 
pehed at Lake wood Manor”) and ma- 
rauding spiders on CBS (“Tarantulas^-. 
The Deadly Cargo”). Perhaps in the 
assassination of President Kennedy 

• the company saw the stuff of another 
exploitable thriller. The fact that j the 
program is dramatically a crater isn’t 
much comfort; millions of people are 
bound to see it anyway, even if it 
scores low in the ratings. .

The irony is that during the actual 
four days in November, television 
brought the agonizing reality of the 
Kennedy assassination into the na
tional living room with an immediacy 
that made it a part of every viewer’s 
memory and experience, probably for
ever. In the ensuing years, however, 

’ TV producers have ransacked even 
history made on television for mate
rial the way they ravage comic strips, 
old B-movies and cheap novels.

And so television which has been 
accused of desensitizing us to violence 
and desensitizing us to tragedy, now 
seems to have come full circle. Televi
sion is desensitizing us to television.
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Though already dismissed as a baseless' 
’ rumor, the allegation that Jack Ruby is still 
alive and was given a new identity, by the 
Central Intelligence^ Agency was not 
dreamed up by the veteran conspiracy 
buffs but was, in fact, advanced by. a 

. .former employee of the agency itself. The 
. Ruby story—to the effect that the CIA,.in 
. cooperation with. / the - KGB. sponsored 
^Ruby’s niurder of Oswald before the latter 
,;could_disclose damning'details of U.S.-So- 
.vietintelligence links—has been put for- 

-ward privately in recent .weeks by Frank 
.-.Snepp, formerly of the CIA. Snepp recently 
^'published Decent Interval.'a harsh denun- 
Relation of the CIA’s conduct uTthe last days 
?of the Vietnam wari j*?#^ ;F^i 
‘^’This allegation is surfacing just at a time: 
kwhen/the CIA is mounting an 'ardent, pub-, 
plicity campaign, signaled by cove? stories- 
yin Time and.Newsweek,~,to. refurbish its 
^’woebegone image; /The?-campaign comes 
;.shortly before- the^ublication. of a book, 
/.which wilijjrobably do as much to discredit’ 
.the CIA and other intelligence/agencies as 
-‘any disclosures of the last decad?.^^-.

’ . Edward Jay Epstein’s book Legend;%h 1 
Lee Harvey Oswald—and financed by the1 
Reader’^ Digest to -the tune of 5500,000—is-j 

. scheduled to be published later this month/j 
-By all accounts, it is a devastating portrait 
’of the CIA, particularly In its response to 
.Oswald’s assassination of President Ken- 
/nedy. Contrary to a report in New Times? 
Legend does-not contain anything about: 
Ruby. New Times, armed with a sixth-hand 
report of Shepp’s - views, ’•■.mistakenly- 
ascribed them .to Epstein. But directly? 
quoting such former CIA executives as 
James Angleton as-, well, as? relying on. 
extensive- information from other CITA. ; 
'veterans; Epstein- chronicles' an .intelli-? 
gence organization., so decrepit and sb' 
^compromised that one of his CIA sources 
.sent him ;a 40-page handwritten membran-j 
dum propounding*; with names' and. vivid / 
deaths, ail the reasons why the CIA should: 
/be abolished forthwith. For- good measure; 
:Epsteih related the intimacy of other U.S.':. 
agencies with the Soviets,.leading him to; 
.conclude that; Hoover was gathering infor-T 
/mation for the Soviet Union—not as an act’-; 
'of'espionage, but as’ partof regular,; coop-?
'.iaraAivearrahgement£;j&^

As he angrily denied last week that .his 
-book presented any new information about 
Jack Ruby,' Epstein speculated that the 
CIA- Is already putting out ‘'inoculation 
stories,” as he phrased it, to discredit his 

■ own charges. His investigative mission 
has, indeed, not been without problems..His 
George de Mohrenschildt, the Russian-: 
friend of Marina Oswald living in Dallas, j 
were broken off when de Mohrenschildt j 
committed suicide in the brief intervals 
when Epstein went for a bicycle ride on the! 
grounds of his Florida hotel. While Epstein 
was conducting interviews with William 
Sullivan, a former high executive in . the" 
FBI, the. latter had the misfortune to be 
'mistake^ for a deer and was: shot dead in a 
hunting accident.-.:-£i.?,?*^^ 
t Central to Epstein's /inquiry' was his 
research on Lee- Harvey Oswald’s rela
tionship with the;Soviet Union and the 
KGB. This led him inevitably to Francis • 
Gary1 Powers*/ the.U:2 pilot.' Epstein con-; 
ducted a number;?of /- interviews . with: 
Powers, but on the eve of a meeting he had 
arranged between Powers and a former! 
Marine in the same unit as Oswald, Powers; 
was killed in a helicopter accident, in which j 
his chopper mysteriously ran out of fuel 
and Crashed near Los Angeles.
/.The Oswald-Powers connection, vital in 
assessing exactly how much work Oswald 
did.for the Russians, runs roughly as 
follows. It is known that Oswald, in Sep
tember of 1957, was a Marine assigned to[ 
‘Marine Air. Control Squadron No. L Thisj 
squadron was based at Atzugi, Japan, | 
where its duties included radar scouting for । 
Incoming foreign.aircraft. In the unit’s; 
equipment was ■ special. height-finding 
radar. Oswald, a trained radar operator, 
had access to this equipment. 7? ? ^Z



:•;Beginning in 1957, the U-2. spy aircraft 
which were making overflights across the 
Soviet Union on occassion took off-and 
landed from Atzugu (Although Powers 3 
denied' to Epstein ever having been to '; 
Atzugi, Oswald’s Marine colleagues clearly 
remembered encounters there between 
Powers and Oswald but Powers was' killed 
before Epstein’s arranged confrontation 
•between the two could take place-I^T;;/-? 
/initially,’the'U-2 ’ pilots ' oyerflvins' the • 
Soviet: Union ’on occasion took' off and' 
beyond the range of Soviet tracking sys
tems, and that although the Soviets knew i 
the flights.were taking place they could do; 
nothing about them. It was subsequently 
argued that if the Soviet Union were in 
possession of the technical radar informa
tion known to an operator such as Oswald*, 
.then it would have been in a position to 
: knock out the U-2s. . '. ■ ,.
• Oswald was in Japan-until November 
1958, and was then returned to the United 
States where he was assigned to a Marine 
Air Control Squadron at El Toro, Califor
nia. In September 1959, he got a hardship 
discharge from the Marine Corps. In 
October he went to the Soviet Union where 
he told American consular officials that he 
had offered to tell the Russians everything 
he knew about the Marine Corps and his 
specialty—radar operations. . . . . :

Oswald’s familiarity with height-finding i 
'radar gear and. radar radio codes an 
• mentioned at various points in the V.'arrer 
Commission investigation. Powers himsel: • 
raises the question of Oswald's activities in 
his own book Operation Overflight: Dur- 

• ing the six months following the October 31, 
1959, embassy meeting [between Oswald | 
and American consular officials in 
Moscow] there were only two overflights of! 
the USSR. The one which occurred on April; 
9, 1960, was uneventful. The one which 
followed on May 1,1960, wasn’t." The May 
1 flight was, of course, made by Powers, 
when he crashed. . < ■
; The suggestionposed by Powers himself 
is that'Oswald gave the Soviet officials 
detailed technical information, which en
abled, them to shoot down the plane. And, 
indeed, .CIA officials have subsequently 
claimed that what Oswald disclosed were 
details of the radar countermeasure beam 
emitted bv the. U-2 which would have 
thrown Soviet tracking devict^off target. 

They suggest that once the Russians knew 
.details of the counterbeam they used it to 
track their rocket up tp.the U-2 itself. / .; • 
/All of this is puzzJing, for it seems clear

enough that the CIA knew, following Os-| 

wald's visit to the American embassy, what 
he was likely to have told the Russians.! 
And,.indeed, Richard Helms has told Ed-; 
ward Epstein that a CIA source In Soviet, 
military intelligence also told the'agency,' 
that the Russians had acquired the.capa-j 
bility to shoot down a U-2. In which Case,.; 
why, on’the eve of. the sunimit between ; 
Eisenhower and Khrushchev; .Was Powers/ 
permitted to. make such a hazardous mis;/ 
sion?’
. There are, however, indications that the 
CIA may have been engaged in a cover-up 
of . far more ludicrous inefficiency. V/e 
recently spoke with a former officer in the 
Air Force who, by reason of his intelligence 
duties, reported to the National Security 
Agency. At the time of the Powers flight, 
this officer was stationed in a U.S. listening 
post atPeshawar in north Pakistan. He was. 
intimately involved in intelligence tracking .

, of radio communications, monitoring Sovi- , 
fet rocket launchings and the Bke.///// 

/- He recalled the U-2-flights and particu- 
iarly. the one made by Powers; -He ex-; 
[plained that the U.S. Buba Ber base just 
■(outside Peshawar had no airstrip and that 
the U-2~-and indeed all planes—had to land 

■ and take ott at the town’s civil and military: 
.airstrip in the Reshawar' Cantonment 
nearby. The U-2 used by Powers was stored 

•the night before under a tarpaulin at the 
- airstrip and was guarded only by the local 
.Pakistani constabulary. The. CIA, he re- 

.’ calls, seemed satisfied with this security.
•/Immediately following the news of 
Powers’s descent in the Soviet Union there 
'was a postmortem at the base. The officer • 

:. maintains to us that it became common 
knowledge around the base that two Pakis; 
itani .mechanics seen near the plane the 

; night before the flight had been picked tip ’ 
/by Pakistani police, and were later handed 
’ over to Pakistan military intelligence and 
rexecuted for sabotage of the plane. Shortly 

thereafter, an East German woman, living 
in Deans Hotel in Peshawar, was arrested 
’as the-agent. who fed hired the Pakistani ' 

• Jj»chani.c&?^^^^^^^

;\’This wo man .was later taken to a .border 
Crossing on the frontier between Pakistan 7 
and Afghanistan-and exchanged for • an ‘- 
Armenian agent working for U.S. Intelli-' : 
gence who had penetrated the Soviet army. / 
.The exchange, the former Air-Force officer ; 
savs, was organized by the CIA. He dan- 
'well, recall the East German agent, a-.- 
stocky 36-year-old woman wit h dyed blonde 
hair. His • conclusion;. arid those-'oF his; 
colleagues at the base, was thah the CIA;., 
•gravely embarrassed at the security fou-: j 
.lups in Peshawar, had gone along with the;/ 
missile story as a. cover-up;
This account does not round with the 

stories put forward by Powers himself, by 
the CIA^or indeed by the Soviet Union. All 
Powers knew was that there was a flash ; 
and his plane went down. But the Soviets । 
and the Americans—notably the CIA—had | 
reason to cooperate in saying that it was a ■ 
missile thah had downed the plane: the 
Soviets exalting their missilry and the CI A' 
•avoiding unwelcome questions about ttei' 
performance at Peshawar. >— = ■- - • ’ 
x Part of Oswald’s significance in histc . 
depends upon exactly what happened to t: • : 
U-2—whether he. indeed, played a crucial ; 
role in aborting the Summit Conference of 
1960 as well, as in later assassinating the. 
president of the United States. ■?< .•?.-• Bl
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A Return to the Garrison Probe : I
House probers have quietly returned Marcello. It was suggested, therefore,

to the scene of New Orleans ex-District that Marcello might have joined in the 
Attorney Jim Garrison’s flamboyant in- alleged conspiracy to murder Ken- 
vestigation into the John F. Kennedy nedy. 
assassination. Under oath, Marcello acknowledged

The. House Assassinations Committee ' that he had made payments to Ferrie \ 
has set up offices in New Orleans at the time of the Kennedy assassina- 
where the investigators are retracing tion. But the mobster testified that he 
Garrison’s steps and requestioning his had paid Ferrie to investigate the 
witnesses of a decade ago. . credibility of a government witness

Secret testimony has been taken, for against him in an immigration case, 
example, from Carlos Marcello, the re- On the day of the assassination, 
puted boss of the New Orleans under- Marcello told the committee behind 
world. He was summoned to Washing- closed doors, he and Ferrie were to- 

' . ton for questioning under-oath about gether at the federal courthouse in I 
his relationship with a New Orleans • New Orleans. Marcello was questioned 
private eye, the late David William Fer- by the committee as a witness, not a / 
rie, whom Garrison arrested. suspect . 'I

, Garrison charged that Ferrie was 
' Lee Harvey Oswald’s getaway pilot ' 

Ferrie was a strange, conspiratorial fig
ure who had ties to right-wing milit
ants and once reportedly flew a private 
plane on a bombing mission over Cuba. 

. He was found dead in 1967, possibly a 
suicide victim. But mystery surrounds 
his death as it did his life.

Garrison became convinced that Fer-. *
rie was implicated in a right-wing con
spiracy to murder President Kennedy. 
Oswald was supposed to be set up as 
the assassin because of his pro-Fidel 
Castro activities. The presumed secret 
plot was to throw suspicion on Castro 
for the killing. -

It has been reported that Ferrie ;
showed up in Texas not long after the V

, assassination, supposedly to fly Oswald . . ‘
to safety. Ferrie had also told friends 
that he had no use for President Ken
nedy. The late President’s brother, . * ’
Robert F. Kennedy, had used his posi- j ' 
tion as attorney general to hound
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Documents Show Ford Promised FBI: 
. Data—Secretiy—Ab out Warren Probe '

By George Lardner Jr. • 
Washington Post Staff Writer

Gerald R. Ford promised to keep 
the FBI secretly informed of the ac
tivities of the Warren Commission al
most immediately after it was organ-) 
ized to investigate the assassination of 
Presideht Kennedy, FBI files show.

- Then the House minority leader and 
one of the commission’s seven mem
bers, Ford made the offer in a Dec. 12, 

' 1963, conversation with FBI Assistant 
Director Cartha D. DeLbach which 
Ford requested be kept, “in the stric
test of confidence." r)y

Headed by Chief Justice Earl War
ren, the commission had held its first 
meeting only a week earlier, on Dec. ’ 
5, but it was already embroiled in in
ternal bickering, according to a two- 
page memo DeLoach.submitted to his 
superiors after the meeting in Ford’s 
office on Capitol HilL Ford, for one, 
was critical of Warren, and the House 
GOP leader reported similar com
plaints by House Democratic leader 
Hale Boggs (D-La.) and former Cen- ' 
tral Intelligence Agency Director Al
len Dulles. - • .

Made public this week, along with - 
more than 58,000 other pages about 
the Kennedy assassination from FBI 
files, the memo by DeLoach 
continued: / . 7 ■ ■■ '
; “Ford indicated he would keep me 
thoroughly advised as to the activities : 
of the commission! He stated this’ 
would have to be on-a confidential ba-/ 
sis, however,/he thought it should be 

\ done.”:///;
/' DeLbach said Ford, then a Republi- ■ 
— can congressman from Michigan,.“also 
. asked if he could call me from time to 
, time and straighten out questions in' 

/■ his mind concerning our investigation.
I told.him by all means he should do 
this. He reiterated that our relation
ship would, of course, remain confi- 

) dential.” . A'
“Well-handled,” FBI Director J. Ed- 

/ gar Hoover jotted down on'the report, 
’ that additionally assured him thpt the 
' bureau’s relations'with Ford over the 

years had been “excellent" and that 
the congressman had even been given 
“an autographed copy of the director’s- 
book, *A Study, of Communism.' ” <. /

A spokeswoman'for Ford said he 
would have no immediate comment

The Warren Commission, by con
trast, appears to have had no compa
rable insights into the workings of the 
FBI. In fact when Ford told DeLoach 
of “startling information” about the 

/Oswald case that he had just received 
from CIA then-Director John McCone, 
.Hoover harrumphed in another- 
notation:

■ “This shows how garrulous McCone 
is.’’ ■
;' The report concerned an alleged ex
change of money in Mexico City be
tween Oswald and “an unknown Cu
ban Negro,’’ which, DeLoach assured 
Ford on the spot, had already been 
.largely discredited!/ /

The early dissatisfaction with War
ren; according to DeLoach’s memo, in
volved what Ford called the Chief: 
Justice’s attempts “to establish a ‘one- 
man commission’” by naming one of 

,his proteges, Warren Olney,-as chief 
counsel. / /

The. proposal was headed off, ac
cording to a subsequent DeLoach; 
memo, only after “a number of 
sources" worked “to confidentially 
brief members of the presidential 
commission, other than Warren, as to' 
Olney’s background," which the bu
reau evidently found objectionable.

■ As Ford related the outcome to De
Loach, former CIA Director Dulles 

'•‘‘protested quite violently" when W~ar- 
ren proposed Olney's appointment at? 
the first commission meeting. By the 
second session, Ford and Boggs stated 
their opposition: Boggs, was quoted as 
warning flatly “that he [Boggs] would 
not work on the commission with 
Olney.”. ' ■ / •-

- Former Solicitor General Lee Ran- 
- kin was named instead, as a compro
mise choice. He, in turn, was appar
ently dissuaded by the FBI and others 
from pressing for his own investiga- . 
five staff. By Feb. 17, 1964, the FBI 
files show, Hoover was telling pub
lisher William Randolph Hearst Jr. 
that not only was Hoover “convinced 
that Oswald killed the President” but 
he was also confident “that the com
mission will ultimately reach that 
finding.” _ .v, ) .;../..-;..»

Another document indicates that ' 
testimony before the commission was 
on occasion carefully Coordinated. On 
May 13, 1964, FBI Assistant Director 
William C. Sullivan reported that he 
had just been contacted by James An- 
giecdn, tne CIA's chief of counterintel- ’ 
licence, about McCone’s scheduled ap
pearance before the commission the 
next day. ) ~

“Angleton said it occurred to him 
that it would be well for both McCone 
and Mr. Hoover to be'aware that the 
commission might ask the same ques
tions wondering whether they would 
get different replies from the heads of 
the two agencies. Angleton wanted~us 
to know some of the things which he 
believes McCone will be asked anti 

' the replies which will be given. 7.
“One question.” the memo contin

ued, “will be ‘Was Lee Harvey Oswald 
ever an agent of ClA?’ The answer 
will be. no."

Despite such attention to detail, it 
is sometimes difficult to figure out 
the FBI’s investigative priorities. In a

. Jan. 17, 1964, memo Hoover, for exam
ple, told a top aide to Attorney Gen
eral Robert F, Kennedy that the FBI 
did not investigate Oswald’s alleged 
killing'of Dallas policeman J. D. Tip
pit “because it was strictly a local 
crime.” , ■ • .... /

“Our investigation," the memo said, ■ 
“only touched on those aspects of the 
crime which related directly .to our in
terest in Oswald and the assassination - 
of President JohnT. Kennedy.”

Contributing io this / article vert i 
Washington Post staff writers John. Ja-'\ 

cobs and- Ron Kessler and researcher J
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FBI Saw No Ties Between
Soviet Emigre, JFK Death.

By Jeremiah O’Leary
Washington Star Staff Writer

The FBI more than 10 years ago 
concluded that, the late Russian 
emigre George de Mohrenschildt, a 
friend of Lee and Marina Oswald in 
Dallas, had no connection with the 
assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy, b -

Documents released, yesterday by 
the FBI reveal there had been con-
siderable speculation at first about 
de Mohrenschildt’s possible involve-

"De Mohrenschildt has been de
scribed as an unprincipled adven
turer who has lived primarily by his 
wits," the FBI said in the Bishop 
memo. “Married four times, he has 
been characterized as a braggart of ( 
poor moral character who has en- \ 
gaged in a number of illicit affairs.” .

The occasion, for the memo by 1 
Bishop, now retired,-was a visit he I 
received at FBI headquarters here- 5 
from I. Irving Davidson in October -■
1967.

ment in the assassination because of
his Russian background.

But an FBI internal memo from 
Assistant Director Thomas E. Bishop 
to Director J. Edgar Hoover’s second 
assistant, Cartha D. de Loach, said:

DAVIDSON, an acquaintance of 
columnist Jack Anderson and a
sometime registered agent for the 
governments of Indonesia and Haiti, 
told Bishop and Special Agent Hob- 1
son Adcock he had heard from Wash- a, 
ington businessman Leonard Davi- n; 
dov that an Eastern group was 
putting up “a ton of money” to learn J

Pcide'taWmn;^ ‘bffi?.^^
after he had disappeared in Europe, Davidson said he was told the 1 
where he had sone with a controver’ grouP was working through Hugh .; / 
ti^n^iScTnomS E’' McDonald, a Los Angeles police offi-
SJM Dutch journalist named Willem ;CiaI and 0’^^ 

Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz. - - |

$ £
“Nothing was ever developed indi- 
eating this was so."

De Mohrenschildt committed sui-

; Oltmans. De Mohrenschildt was hav- 
; ing little luck-in Washington interest-, 

ing reported'or the House Assassina
/ .tions Committee in his story that he 

was responsible for Lee Harvey Os
wald’s shooting of the president.

DE MOHRENSCHILDT’S death
* quickly made him a subject of keen . 
„ press interest for a short while..
' .Among the • 59,000 :documents 
r. released by the* FBI" this week was 
' the Bishop memo indicating the FBI 

had thoroughly checked out de Moh
renschildt and found he had no con
nection with the shooting of Kennedy.

‘ He was a social acquaintance of

■ According to Davidson, Davidov'- 
claimed-McDonald was engaged in i 
some sort of business arrangement . 
with Howard Hughes, the late eccen
tric multimillionaire. His story was 
that McDonald knew that President ■

. Lyndon B. Johnson had prior knowl-. 
edge of the plan to. assassinate,;

■■ Kennedy, and that de Mohrenschildt 1 
■ was instrumental in the training of ■
Oswald for carrying out the tonspir- - 
acy. s ■ , ” ..; :

Bishop’s memo said he advised 
Davidson to have nothing to do with 
any attempt to smear Jbhnson. He >

' Lee and Marina, Oswald’s Russian- said Davidson's purpose in coming to
born wife, in Dallas and came under 

. investigation almost immediately 
after Kennedy was killed in Novem
ber 1963.

Bureau records show that de Moh
renschildt went to Haiti in 1964 to 
work as a consulting engineer.

the FBI was to learn about de Moh
renschildt’s background and that 
Davidson admitted he was in contact 
with a former Washington Post re
porter named Edward Cohen, author 
of an uncompleted book on the assas
sination.
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‘■ Documents Show Ford: Promised FBI ■ 
Data—Secretly—Ab out WarreirProbe

By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Stair Writer

Gerald R. Ford promised , to keep ' 
the FBI secretly informed of theac- 

. tivities of the Warren Commission al
most immediately after it was organ-' 
ized to investigate the'assassination of- 

, President Kennedy, FBI files show. 
. ’Then the House minority leader and 
' one of the commission’s seven mem

bers, Ford made the offer in a Dec. 12, 
1963, conversation with FBI Assistant 

. Director Cartha D. DeLbachwhich.
Ford requested be kept “in the-stric
test of confidence.” <

Headed by Chief Justice Earl War
ren, the commission had held its first 
meeting only a week earlier, on Dec. 
5, but it was already embroiled in in
ternal bickering, according to a two- ' 
page memo DeLoach submitted to his 
superiors after the meeting in Ford’s 
office on Capitol Hill. Ford, for one, 
was critical of Warren, and the House 
GOP leader reported similar com
plaints by House Democratic leader 
Hale Boggs (D-La.) and former Cen
tral Intelligence Agency Director AK - 
len Dulles.

Made public this week' along with - 
more than 58,000.’ other pages about 
the Kennedy assassination from FBI 
files, the memo by. DeLoach 
continued:

“Ford indicated he would keep me 
thoroughly advised as to the activities 
of the commission. He stated this 
would have to be on a confidential ba

sis, however, he thought it should be 
done.” . ’

DeLoach said Ford, then a Republi- 
- can congressman from Michigan, “also 
. asked if he could call me from time to 
.’time and straighten out questions in 

his mind concerning our investigation. 
I told him by all means he should do 
this. He reiterated that our relation
ship would, of course, remain confi
dential.”
’; “WeU-handled,” FBI Director J. Ed
gar Hoover jotted down on the report, 
that,additionally assured him that the 
bureau's relations with Ford over the 
years had been “excellent” and that 
thecongressmari had even been given 
“an autographed copy , of the director’s 
book, ‘A Study of, Communism.’ ”

A spokeswoman for Ford said he 
would have no immediate comment.

- The Warren Commission, by con
trast, appears, to have had no compa
rable insights into the workings of the

- FBI. In fact, when: Ford told DeLoach 
of “startling information”' about the 
Oswald case that he had just received 
from CIA then-Director John McCone," 
Hoover harrumphed in another

• notation: - . : . ;;■'.■ :':■.•
■• “This shows how garrulous McCone 

' is.” . • •
Z ■ The report concerned ah alleged ex
change of money in Mexico City be
tween Oswald and. “an unknown Cu
ban Negro,” which, DeLoach assured 
Ford on the. spot, had already been 
largely discredited.

The early dissatisfaction with War
ren, according to DeLoach’s memo, in-

' volved What Ford called the Chief 
; Justice’s attempts “to establish a‘one- 
' man commission’ ” by naming one of

his proteges, Warren-Olney, as chief 
• counsel.

.■ The proposal was headed off, ac-. 
: cording to a subsequent DeLoach 

memo, only after “a number of 
sources” worked “to confidentially ’

■ brief members- of the presidential:; 
commission, other than Warren, as to

, Olney’s background,” which the bu- ‘ 
reau evidently found objectionable. J

; As Ford related the outcome to De- • 
Loach, former CIA Director Dulles . 
“protested quite violently” when War- •.

: ren proposed Olney’s appointment at ; 
the first commission meeting. By the- 
second session, Ford and Boggs stated ; 
their opposition. Boggs was quoted as 
warning flatly “that he [Boggs] would '

: not work on the commission with 
Olney.” " .

Former Solicitor General Lee Ran
kin was named instead, as a compro
mise choice. He, in turn, was appar- 

; ently dissuaded by the FBI and others 
' from pressing for his own investiga- 
tive. staff., By Feb. 17, 1964, the FBI 
files show. Hoover was telling pub
lisher William Randolph Hearst Jr. 
that not only was Hoover “convinced

1 that Oswald killed the President” but 
'he was also confident “that the com- 
: mission will ultimately reach that 
finding.”

Another document indicates that 
: testimony before the commission was 
on occasion carefully coordinated. On 
May 13, 1964, FBI Assistant Director .

' William C. Sullivan reported that he ; 
had just been contacted by James An
gleton, the CIA’s chief of counterintel-

' ligence, about McCone's scheduled ap
pearancebefore the commission the j 
next day.

> “Angleton said it occurred to him 1 
= that it would be well for both McCone J 
and Mr. Hoover to be aware that the | 
commission might; ask the same ques- j

; tions wondering whether they would I 
get different replies from the heads of 
the two agencies. Angleton wanted us J 
to know some of the-things which he 

.believes McCone will be asked and .
’ the replies which will be given. -.,

• “One question,” the memo contin- I 
. ued, “will be ‘Was Lee Harvey Oswald , i 
ever an agent of CIA?’ The answer- ; 
will be no.”

Despite such attention to detail, it , 
- is sometimes difficult to figure out. ; 

the FBI’s investigative priorities. In a ! 
Jan. 17, 1964, memo Hoover, for exam- i 
pie, told a top aide to Attorney Gen-; | 
eral Robert F. Kennedy that the FBI I 
did not investigate Oswald’s alleged 
killing of Dallas policeman J. D. Tip
pit “because it was strictly a local

, -crime.” ...
“Our investigation,” the- memo said, , 

“only, touched on those aspects of the , 
crime which related directly to our in- : 
terest in Oswald and the assassination .< 
of President John F. Kennedy.” ■

Contributing to this article .were 
Washington Post staff writers John Ja
cobs and Ron Kessler and researcher 
Dennis Rini.
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FBI files show Hoover fumed 
over, criticism of JFK probe •

Washington (AP)—In the years follow
ing John F. Kennedy’s assassination, J. 
Edgar Hoover fumed over the mounting 
criticism of the FBI investigation of the 
Case but decided to ignore most of the 
critics, at least publicly.

Hoover resisted changing his criteria 
. for alerting the Secret Service to possible 

presidential barm. He reacted sharply to 
criticism from the Warren Gommission, 
even ordering.an agent to tell the commis- 

' sion counsel that he “had out-McCarthied
McCarthy.”

At the same time, the director and his 
men took pains to knock down rumors that 
Lee Harvey Oswald, named by the com
mission as the sole Kennedy assassin, was 
an undercover FBI agent Hoover person
ally told J. Lee Rankin, the commission: 
counsel, the rumors were untrue.

Details of Hoover’s activities emerged 
from 58,734 pages of FBI files that the bu
reau made public yesterday to comply 
with requests under the Freedom of Infor-., 
mation Act The half ton of documents, to
gether with 40,001 pages released in De
cember, comprise virtually all of the bu
reau's investigative files on the murder of 
President Kennedy November 22,1963, in 
Dallas.

Nothing was found in Hie first batch of 
FBI files to disprove the Warren Commis
sion’s conclusion. Initial scrutiny of the 

s second batch of files also yielded no star- 
tling new information. • '

The new batch of files begins in mid- 
1964. It shows that in private Hoover kept. 
meticulous records on the personal lives 
and public • comments of persons who 
wrote or spoke critically about his bureau 
or its investigation. But he resisted reply- 
ing publicly, even through friendly, writ- 
ers. -• V • :s; ?'■

. Scores of letters and memos show that' 
; a cool but polite relationship between the' 

■ FBI and the Warren Commission became 
; tense and occasionally bitter. At one point, 
; says one memo, an agent called Mr. Ran- ; 

kin “in accordance with instructions re- 
' ceived” and complained about commis

sion criticism of FBI performance. .
Mr. Rankin “was advised that the bu

reau feels he did the bureau a great dis-: 
- service and had out-McCarthied McCar

thy,” the memo said.
“There was a notable, silence on Mr. ; 

. Rankin’s part,” the memo added. “He then 
asked just what was meant by that re;

mark. Mr. Rankin was told [by the agent). 
.. that he bad no further comment.. . oth
er than the fact that he had been requested 
to pass this remark on to Mr. Rankin.”

Another memo suggested the FBI 
should not change its criteria for alerting 
the Secret Service about possible threats 
to presidents. The commission had criti
cized liaison between the FBI and the Se
cret Service for failing to warn Kennedy 
bodyguards that Oswald’s work at the 
Texas Schoolbook Depository gave him a 
perch along Kennedy’s motorcade route.'

Hoover contended that nothing the FBI 
knew about Oswald before the assassina
tion indicated he might harm the presi
dent—and that this was the criteria for 
alerting Secret Service agents. ' '

“We must adhere to our criteria and 
not barge all over the field,” Hoover wrote 
at the bottom of the memo.

Another FBI official wrote: “This is up 
to the Secret Service.”

Hoover added: “I agree.”
As for the rumors that Oswald was an 

' undercover FBI agent, a Hoover memo re
ported a lengthy meeting with Mr. Rankin 
to discuss that very point.

“I told Mr. Rankin that Lee Harvey Os
wald was never at any time a confidential 
informant, an undercover agent, or even a 
source of information for the FBI, and I 

; would like to see that clearly stated on the 
record of the commission, and I would be 
willing to so state under oath," Hoover 
said.

Later in 1964, the commission reported 
its conclusions that Oswald killed Kenne
dy and that he acted alone. Hoover had ar- 
.rived at the same belief months earlier.

At the time, a number of writers and 
researchers were attracting considerable 

. public attention with their theories that 
' Oswald and the man who shot him to 
; death in the Dallas police station, night- 
club owner Jack Ruby, were part of a con- 
spiracy. ...

The new material shows countless 
hours spent by FBI men trying to docu- 

... ment claims made by such critics as Mark 
Lane, Harold Weisberg, Edward J. Ep
stein and Dick Gregory in speeches, books 

. and broadcast interviews. .

An FBI official prepared a line-by-line 
analysis of a William Manchester article 
to be published in Li/e magazine. The bu
reau obtained tapes and transcripts of ra
dio and television shows featuring the ent- 
ics.

Such reports often set off debates with
in the FBI about how the bureau should re
spond. Should Hoover ignore the criticism 
or should he answer it? One published re
port criticized Hoover for failing to ex
press condolences to the Kennedy family. 
The FBI issued a public statement saying 
that was false, and a later bureau memo 
called the public statement a successful 
strategy. .

, Disturbed about Mr. Gregory’s attacks 
in 1964, one FBI official wrote to Hoover, 
“We have long suspected that Gregory is 
demented. Nevertheless, the comments he 
iias made are utterly ridiculous and we 1 
should confront him and tell him in no un
certain terms that he better stop putting 
out such gutter talk.” Hoover concluded 
that a confrontation would serve no pur
pose and vetoed the proposal

Two years later, author Richard J. 
Whalen approached FBI officials to solicit 
co-operation in writing a magazine article 
answering critics of the Warren Commis
sion. . . ■ . ■ •

■ William C. Sullivan, one of Hoover’s 
top advisers, supported Mr. Whalen, call
ing him “reliable and trustworthy and has 
an extremely high opinion of the bureau.”

“It appears that it would be in the best • 
interests of this bureau to cooperate with 
Mr. Whalen in his efforts to bring the com
plete truth before the American people,” 
Mr. Sullivan wrote. “Our investigation 
was sound, we have absolutely nothing to 
hide, and no critic has brought even one 
scintilla of evidence that would disprove -

: our findings.”
In the margins of tile memo. Hoover 

scrawled, “Absolutely no. Again, an em
phatic no. I am absolutely opposed.” .••

The documents show that the FBI was 
intensely curious about the federal grand 
jury investigation the New Orleans dis
trict attorney, James Garrison, launched 
in 1966. Mr. Garrison claimed to have 
proof that the assassination was the prod
uct of a conspiracy, but his charges were j 
later discredited. ..is^M.:;^::^^



The files show that the FBI first 
learned of the Garrison probe from David 
Ferrie, a New Orleans airline pilot who 
Mr. Garrison claimed was a key figure in 
the alleged assassination plot Ferrie 
alerted the FBI when he was subpoenaed 
to testify before the grand jury. Ferrie 
was found dead in February, 1967, a few 
days after the Garrison probe became 
public.

FBI agents in New Orleans frequently 
reported to Hoover what they had learned 
about the progress of the Garrison probe.

“More and more it becomes evident we 
should stay as far away as we can from 
this shyster,” Hoover responded at one 
point “I want no injection of the FBI into 
this farce. Already it is backfiring on Gar
rison and any action of ours can be twisted 
by this egomaniac.”

The chairman of the Warren Commis
sion, Chief Justice Earl Warren, was not 
spared Hoover’s sharp tongue. In a 1964 
memo. Hoover noted that he had told the 
commission counsel, J. Lee Rankin, “that 

; I had not appreciated what I had inter
preted as carping criticism of the chief 
justice when he referred to the bureau’s 
report originally submitted to the com
mission as being a 'skeleton’ report...”

The FBI files also show that the bureau 
and the Justice Department two years ago 
investigated to determine whether any 
FBI officials should be prosecuted for de
stroying assassination-related documents.

The probe centered on the destruction 
of a note that Oswald left with the Dallas 

■ FBI office several days before the assassi
nation. Testimony before a House commit
tee two years ago indicated that Oswald 
threatened the FBI in the note if it didn’t 
stop questioning his wife. Other testimony 
described the note’s destruction after Os
wald was charged with Kennedy’s murder.

There was no indication what the inves
tigation concluded. However, no FBI offi
cial has been prosecuted for the incident ■
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Less than two months after the as
sassination of President Kennedy, FBI 
officials were planning to anony
mously distribute posters meant to 
disrupt the Communist Party by de
picting Lee Harvey Oswald as a Marx
ist. ■ ' -

. . The bureau was still ia the early 
stages of investigating the murder for 
the Warren Commission when the 
proposal was made on Jan. 10, 1964, 
and apparently gives at least prelimi
nary approval ■ » • -

“Because the poster is a factual 
graphic illustration of public informa
tion and because its distribution un
der the Counterintelligence Program 
will not be traceable to the govern
ment, it should, in no manner affect 
the deliberations of the Warren Com
mission presently considering the 
facts surrounding the assassination,” 
an aide to high-ranking FBI official 
William C. Sullivan urged in a two- 
page memo.

The proposal, which was for an 
^anonymous mailing of the privately 
printed poster to selected Communist 
Party members with perhaps follow
up distributions at “Communist-spon- 

■ sored meetings,” was initialed by-FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover with what 

•appeared to be an “Ok” in his hand- 
• writing. But the document also con- 
'tains an “addendum” on a third page 

; indicating that Hoover aide Alan H. 
? Belmont had canceled the plan at the 
last minute/

“I have not approved because I be- 
Heve it is undesirable to use the Os

swald case for counterintelligence pur
poses while it is under consideration

’ by.the Presidential Commission,” said 
1 ?B Postscript, which was attributed to 
■ *AHB” and which seemingly over- 
- ruled Hoover.- ; 4'7'. ■ „ i
, The short memo was buried among 

: more than 58,000 pages of FBI head
quarters documents on the JFK assas-

■ Sination that the bureau made public 
: yesterday under the Freedom of In- 
. formation Act An initial 40,000 pages 
.' were released last month." ;

The hundreds of volumes still fall 
. short of all the FBI files generated 

by the assassination. For instance, 
the documents retained by FBI field 

' offices such as Dallas and New Or- 
• leans, those stemming from - an in- 

quiry Hoover ordered - into the bu
reau’s dealings with' Oswald before 

.. ^e assassination, and evidently many

of the records concerning the House I 

Assassinations Committee’s current 
investigation have not been released.

But the records that were made 
public, like those the FBI pubUshed 
last month, reflect once again a dog
ged pursuit of off-beat, if not off-the- 
wall, nips; a lofty contempt for any 
critics of the bureau’s work, and 
companion 'disdain for, the -Warren 
Commission itself. . - ■?

When Warren Commission staffers 
got the FBI to send them the Oswald

■ rifle, on Feb.' 17, 1964, for a second 
inspection, for example, an FBI of
ficial decreed in a handwritten nota-

s tion: “Hereafter let them come to 
bureau, we haven't time to play 
games.” • J

On another report to Hoover that 
month, quoting speculation about 
Oswald in the Italian press that ’ap
parently stemmed from Chief Justice 
Earl Warren’s public references to 

' “national security” aspects of Mrs.
Oswald’s - testimony, Hoover jotted 
down the observation: “If Warren had 
kept his big mouth shut, all of these 
conjectures would not have arisen.”

The FBI Director bestowed harsher 
epithets on others such as New Or

leans District Attorney Jim Garrison 
whom Hoover characterized as an 
“egomaniac” and a “shyster" and Dick 
Gregory as a “rabble-rousing Negro 
comedian.” ;

; As for wild leads- that the bureau 
‘stolidly tracked down, witness a note 
purportedly signed by one “Sandra 
Ruby,”'which an unidentified source 
discovered in 1972 when it fell out 
of a roll of fabric at a Fort Worth, 
Tex, fabric company.

“Would the one who fines this note 
please git a holt of the fbi as I am 
bein held in white slavery by a band 
of Jipsies,” the note said. “They are 
planin to kill the Presedant as thet 
are also coniunists. My unkle is one of 
them.”’ . ■ ; i
. The note was ostensibly dated Nov. 
1, 1963, three weeks before the assas
sination. The man who found it, whose 
name was deleted from FBI docu
ments, turned it over in May, 1976, be
cause of recent publicity about the’ 
Kennedy killing. A memo from the 
Dallas field' office to the director re
quested the bureau to “examine the 
enclosed note in an effort to deter- 

■ mine if the paper can be determined

to have been of more recent manufac
ture than November, 1963, and for any 
Other information that would discredit 
the authenticity of this note.”

After investigating the paper, the 
fingerprints on the note and the type- 
writer, the FBI concluded that “no in-, 
vestigation concerning this letter, is 
deemed, advisable.” . • v - -

’ Another 1976 tip that seemed more 
serious apparently got short shrift. It 
came from James E. Beaird of Apache 
Junction, Ariz., who told an FBI agent 
in a June 7, 1976, interview that he 
knew Jack Ruby was running guns to 
Cuban leader Fidel Castro.

The only response in the files re
viewed yesterday, however, was to 
note that, according to .Dallas FBI 
files, Ruby had made only one trip to ” 
Cuba, in August, 1959, at the invita
tion of L.C. MsWilUe, a gambler ani- 
friend. , '

One of the unexplained mysteries, 
insofar as the FBI files go is a report 
of a'message signed “L. H. Oswald” 
dated Sept 20, 1963. The message, 
typed on Western Union forms used 
by the public to compose telegrams 
before they are sent, was said to have 
been found while a 14-volume set of 
medical books was being unloaded in 
Tulsa, Okla., in 1973. ■

The message, addressed to Jack 
Nellville in Tulsa, says: ;

“Meet me at Sheratah (sic) Hotel in 
. Dallas at 4:00 p.m. on Sept 2L room 
7567. Expecting something^ big. Be on
.time. L. H. Oswald.” , - j .; 7

The FBI'said Oswald could have 
■ been in Dallas on the day in question, 

and Western Union officials said the 
telegram form was in use in. 1963 and 
discontinued in early 1964. /

; However, the FBI could not find a 
: Jack Nellville in the Tulsa area, and 
the bureau dropped its investigation 
of the matter. .- .'., -. —./ . I ... ■.. ... 

) There was ho indication that the bu
reau bothered to check with the hotel. 
■Its chief telephone operator told The 
Washington Post yesterday that it has 
no Room 567. The highest-numbered 
room on the fifth floor of the Shera- 
ton-Dallas then and now, she said, is 
Room 523. '" ■ / "

’ Contributing . to this, article . wen 
Washington Post staff writers John Ja
cobs, Ronald Kessler and Harold J. Lo
gan, and Washington Post researcher 
Dennis Rini. , --
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F1EES SHOW F£1 RIFT 
; WITH WARREN PANEL
Tlewly Reteased Data on Inquiry 

. Into President Kennedy Slaying .
Tell of Mistrust and Feuds ,

WASHINGTON,-JanA 18 (UPI)—Rela- 
. tions between the Federal Bureau of In
vestigation and the Warren Commission 

; were so bad that the bureau spied oni 
' the panel’s investigation into the assassi- 
- nation" of President Kennedy and the 
■ panel suspected the F.B.I. of concealing 

old links with Lee Harvey Oswald, newly 
; released files disclosed today. . • v 
: The feud, heightened by enmity be
' tween J. ’ Edgar Hoover, F.B.I. Director 

and Chief Justice Earl Warren, Jed the 
burearrto rely on an informant, then-Rep

’ resentative Gerald R. Ford, inside the 
panel and caused Mr. Hoover to complain 
that Chief'Justice Warren had made a 

• needless uncomplimentary remark about 
the bureau. . .

: at-Another point. Mr. Hoover agreed 
Mo censor some material supplied by the 
; Central Intelligence Agency about Os- 
■ wald'-s- movements in Mexico before giv
ing it to the commission. Some memoefs 

• of the commission, in turn, questioned 
whether Oswald had been an informer

; for the bureau, although in the end they 
decided that he had not. . . A

; ” 50,604 Pages Released ' ■ :
* The-hostility and discord underlying 

■the inquiry into the Kennedy assassina
tion 'came to light with the release of 

j 50,60^,. pages of censored investigative 
■ files -of the bureau and 8,150 pages of 
• its memorandums to the Warren Commis- 
1 sion. .. ‘-.„ •
f. Linthe previous 40,000 pages released 

» j in December, the new ones corroborated 
J the finding of the Warren panel that Os- 
l wald alone had killed President Kennedy 
J and JSck Ruby alone had killed Oswald, 
h They showed that Mr. Hoover had 
, recoMttiended that, finding to thecommis- 
■ sion about two weeks after the assassina- 
j tion W President Kennedy on Nov. 22, 
- 1963, in Dallas. And, like the earlier files, 
, they provide numerous details. : .
I The-new files show; for example, that 

. . Oswald’s wife’ Marina, locked him in the 
; bathroom of their Dallas apartment in 
'April 1963 when he began saying that 
' he intended to kill Richard M. Nixon, 
; whorp, he mistakenly thought to be in 
:.town> that day. Mr. Hoover speculated 
'.that Mr Nixon must have been confused 
i with .Vice President Johnson, who.was 

, ’in Dallas." . . - , ? \ /J

• Numerous Leads Followed | 
The new materials also continue the! 

account of the bureau’s exhaustive pur-j 
suit Of tips and leads, no matter how 
bizarre, from such informants as a men
tally Anns table woman in Cuba, a drunken 
Aztec Indian and a Bavarian cab driver.

They also show that Mr. Hoover and 
his men battled privately with anyone 
who challenged their competence or ex
clusive authority over the Kennedy inves
tigation, calling Nicholas de B. Katzen- 
bachC Deputy Attorney General, a liar, 
scoffing at investigtions carried out by 
Texas oficials and the New Orleans Dis
trict Attorney, Jim Garrison, and battling 
with the Warren Commission over news 
leaks;

None, of that, however, deterred the 
Warren panel from endorsing the finding 
of noTponspiracy recommended to them 
by Mr^Hoover in his first report to the 
newlVXdrmed commission. .

. Dated-Dec. 7, 1963, it said: ■
• “Tl^T.B.I. has made an exhaustive in
vestigation into whether Oswald may 
have tospired with or been assisted by

I any person, foreign or domestic, in carry
ing oirt this dastardly act.
; “No evidence has been uncovered indi
cating that any person, including Dallas 
nightdub owner. Jack • Ruby, was in
volved with Oswald in the assassination 
of President Kennedy.”

Mr.’ Hoover recommended that early 
finding, privately to the commission even 
though, just days earlier, he had quashed 
a Justice Department recommendation 
that the Government make a similar 
statement officially to head off public 
unrest.' • •

' , ■ ' Finding Reconfirmed • •
: Then,, five.days before the Warren re
port was issued in September 1964, Mr. 
Hoover reconfirmed his finding and 
statect in a note for his own files, “we 
have left no stone unturned.” •

. The' rivalry between the F.B.I. and the
■. commission stemmed in part from the 
leak pf Mr. Hoover’s original report to 
■the press, with each side accusing the' 
other,,'and from the suspicion of members 
of the Warren Commission that Oswald 
had been acting as an F.B.I.’spy while 
he was in‘the Soviet Union from -1959 
to 1962. I ‘ . ■ 7 ■•■ \
i The Jiles show that the, bureau had 
somehow obtained the transcript Of a! 
confidential emergency meeting the War^ 
ren panel held on Jan. 22, 1964, to dis
cuss, *,in the words of an F.B.I. analyst, 

• “information to the effect Lee Harvey
Oswald was a bureau informant in Rus
sia.” » ’ l ,

■■ Th$ discussion shows that members of 
the- commission felt . that '.the •bureau 

. would not admit that’.Oswald had been 
an undercover agent; thff bureau's review' 
said,! thereby undermining the commis
sion’s confidence,!!! th® investigation by; 
the bureau. • ’ ■ ? ,ri^ R> ? -: 4
‘The bureau’s memorandum'sat’d' that 

Mr. Hoover eventually convinced the 
commission that Oswald had not been 
an informant or agent of the bureau and 

'.was never paid any money by the bureau.

’ < ’ Ford's Role Described ’ 
■ Mr. Ford’s role as a trusted bureau 
informant within the panel was described 
in a series of memorandums filed by a 
deputy of Mr. Hoover, Cartha DeLoach, 
in December 1963, when the commission 
had just been formed.

. On Dec. 12, Mr. DeLoach said that Mr. 
Ford then a Republican Representative 
from Michigan, had called him to his of

. fice in,the strictest confidence, expressed 
4 displeasure at the way Chief Justice War
', ren was running the inquiry and indicat- 
‘Vd that'“he would keep me thoroughly 

• advised as to the activities of the com
mission,’bn a confidential basis.

■ One.week later, on Dec. 19, Mr. De
Loach'said that Mr. Ford had briefed him 

• on a private commission meeting the day 
.before^'at which the panel discussed the 
news, leak of Mr. Hoover’s confidential 
pec. 7 progress report.___i............ .

There was no criticism of the bureau 
at the. meeting, Mr. DeLoach reported.

There were no allegations, made by 
। anyone, including the Chief Justice, he 
: went on, that the bureau had leaked por
tions of the report. . ;. . ... .
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Warren panel, 
FBI disagreed 
on bullet issue

Washington (AP)—The FBI and the 
Warren Commission disagreed on a 
central element of the assassination of 
John F. Kennedy—as to how many 
shots hit the President and Gov. John 
B. Connally of Texas. -

Both concluded it was most likely 
three shots were fired and agreed Lee 
Harvey Oswald was the lone gunman in 
Dallas November 22,1963. '

The commission concluded one shot 
went through President Kennedy’s 
neck and then wounded the governor. A 
second shot fatally struck the Presi
dent in the head. The third missed, the 
commission said. . * , •

However, FBI files released yester
day contain a handwritten note by then 
director J. Edgar Hoover regarding the 
bullets: ■

. “We don’t agree with the commis
sion as it says one shot missed entirely 
and we contend all three shots hit” .

The matter has been central to criti
cisms of the Warren report because 
only one almost intact bullet was re
hovered at Parkland Hospital in Dallas 
and two fragments of what was proba
bly another in the presidential limou
sine. The critics have asked what hap
pened, then, to the third bullet?

The movie made by an onlooker^ 
Abraham Zapmder, indicate President 
Kennedy and Mr. Connally were hit al
most simultaneously. Critics doubt Os
wald could have fired his bolt-action ri
fle quickly enough to hit both men with 
separate shots. They have also raised. 
the question that if Oswald were 
-marksman enough to twice hit his tar
get area why would he have missed a 
third shot They’have speculated the 
existence of another assassin, a conjec
ture discarded by both the commission 
andtheFBL.,,



^New Batch of Documents

Oswald's Widow Targeted 
For FBI Eavesdropping
By Jeremiah O’Leary 

Washington Star Staff Writer
tion was found that the Russian-born
widow’s hotel • room was bugged 
while she was in Washington to 

ren Commission and with the ap- testify. The General Investigative 
proval of then-Attorney General Rob- division of the bureau made this re-

The FBI, at the request of the War

port in 1975 on the events of 11 yearsert Kennedy, put Marina Oswald., . „. _. - _ 
under electronic surveillance early in - _ .ore’.. ®n 2/24/64, Director J. 
1964 at her^ home in Richardson,
Texas.

FBI documents released yesterday 
disclosed the FBI used microphones 
and telephone taps to eavesdrop on 
the widow of Lee Harvey Oswald, the 
assassin of President John F. 
Kennedy, apparently at the request 
of the presidential commission.

A Feb. 24, 1964, memo from the 
late FBI director, J. Edgar Hoover, 
to Kennedy said, “We have received 
a request from the president’s com
mission on the assassination of Presi
dent John F. Kennedy for a technical' 
surveillance regarding Marina Os
wald. Accordingly, it is requested 
that you authorize installation of a 
technical surveillance at the Ford 
(Mr. and Mrs. Declan Ford of Dallas, 
friends of Mrs. Oswald) residence 
where Marina Oswald is currently 
residing or at any other address to 
which Marina Oswald may move in 
the future.”

KENNEDY’S SIGNATURE ap
proving the technical surveillance, a 
polite word for bugging or wiretap
ping, appears on the memorandum, 
which was dated the following day.

But an FBI memo in 1975, 
prompted by a New York Times dis-

Edgar Hoover prepared a memoran- ■ 
dum relating to a conversation he 
had on that date with J. Lee Rankin, 
general counsel of the Warren Com
mission.

“MR. RANKIN expressed concern 
that Mrs. Oswald might run out on 
the commission before they had an

ther testimony. He said he was won
dering about a stakeout on her which 
would watch her and see who is visit-

' ing her for a while. According to the 
memorandum, Mr. Hoover suggested 
a telephone tap could be considered 
in addition to the stakepout since 
there would not be a trial (of Os
wald).”

The 1975 memo continues that a 
memorandum was prepared for the 
attorney general stating that the FBI 
had received a request from the War
ren Commission for a technical sur
veillance of Mrs. Oswald. Subse
quently the FBI put telephone and 
microphone surveillance in Mrs. Os
wald’s new home in Richardson, 
Texas.

The next month the FBI had In
spector J.R. Malley inform Rankin 
that the technical surveillance, plus 
the lookout and physical Surveillance 

closure that the bureau had tapped on Mrs. Oswald, was undesirable 
Mrs. Oswald’s living quarters and from a legal point of view. That was 
phones here and in Texas, raises the because some of what was picked up 
suggestion that the Warren Commis- involved her negotiations with her 
sion did not: ask, specifically for a attorney, William McKenzie. It 
technical surveillance. The memo raised the possibility that the FBI r 
states that the surveillance was in re- could be criticized for this coverage^ j

I

F

C 
I

sponse to the commission’s request the memo noted dryly, 
but raises; doubts about precisely ‘ ”’■” ..—.aTHE MEMO recommended that

Rankin be advised the surveillance 
ver and how much it knew about /was being discontinued and that the 
what the FBI was doing to keep track FBI cut off the microphone surveil- 
of Mrs. Oswald.' lance of its own volition since it had 
/ Apparently Hoover thought the ; never told the Warren Commission

what the commission asked of Hoo-

commission might be trying to set about the microphones.
him up by asking for coverage of Hoover approved all these recom- 
Mrs. Oswald when she was to testify mendations, and the memo indicates 
before the commission. Hoover wrote ’ at least part of the reason'was be- 
on the memo “I agree reluctantly be- ' cause the FBI was not getting much, 
cause commission seems to be inten- if any, significant information from 
sively alert to embarrass FBI.. . .” its electronic or physical shadowing 

The 1975 FBI memo said no indica- of Oswald’s widow. .

¥



1 FBI Probed Self 
5 On DestructionL 
^f Oswald Data
’^V'^ By Jeremiah O’Leary

Ck A^ Washington Star Staff Writer

’■^ The FBI and the Justice Depart- 
^ 8 ment two years ago conducted an 
’* internal investigation. to determine 
d whether any FBI official should be 
o prosecuted for destroying documents 
' relating to the probe of President 
• John F. Kennedy’s assassination, 
■ newly released bureau files disclosed 
J today. , . ;
• The documents in question proved 
1 that FBI’s the Dallas field office was

checking on Lee Harvey Oswald be
fore the assassination.

In more than 59,000 pages of the 
documents relased today, it became 

• apparent that there was a major dis
, 1 crepancy between the statements of 

the special agent in charge at Dallas 
and the agent who handled the Os- 
waldcase. .

THE QUESTION of whether the 
FBI was trying to eliminate any 
trace of Oswald in its files in the first 
hours after Kennedy’s death is not a 
new one, but the documents released 
today disclose the depth of the inves
tigation conducted by FBI Director 

. Clarence M. Kelley after reporters 
and tghe House of Representatives 
began pressing for explanations. ;

What the documents do' not reveal 
is what conclusion the FBI and the 
Criminal Division of the Justice De
partment reached about who ordered 
destruction of a note Oswald left for 
Hosty at the Dallas field office 
several days before Kennedy was 
killed Nov. 22,1963.

There is no dispute that Oswald 
left a note, somewhat threatening in 
nature, for James P. Hosty Jr., an 
FBI agent in Dallas. Nor is there a 
dkispute that the note itself was de
stroyed a few hours after Kennedy 
was killed.

See JFK, A-€

JFK better luck trying to find Oswald in 
the days before the shooting. > 

______  — , The FBI documents released today
Continued From A-l reaffirm that Hosty, who was then 35, 

• . • ■ i knew from Nov. 4, 1963 — almost
T SnnThtnWin three weeks before the assassination ;
in rfhro2“ that Oswald was a defector and a 

k St^rde!ie7Hi,0S j’? Communist sympathazer and that he - 
hefdld’ worked at the Texas Schoolbook De- 

whether he acted on orders from pOsi*ory 
some FBI higher-up in Washington. E^en though Hosty knew the

Kennedy motorcade route would take 
matter s the president past Oswald’s job, the 

>a^inafin>? elements agent didn’t make the connection be- 
of the Dallas incident because of . ..

I

. cause no one had officially informed hawUh»nn/h°oL^ him of the route. When Hosty heard
have been changed if Hosty had had about the president’s death, he told a : 

Dallas policeman he was working on 
. . . ..... . .. Oswald, the suspect, and this led

Dalls Police Chief Jesse Curry to tell 
nationwide television audience that
the FBI had prior knowledge of Os
wald as a threat to the president’s 
safety. '

This drove FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover and his top aides to demand 
that Curry retract publicly his state- i 
ments that the FBI knew about Os- j 
wald beforehand. Curry did. retract J 
them, because he had the informa- |

L tionsecond-hand.' ,^i
' THE FILES' SHOW that' ‘Oswald^ !

went to the Dallas field: office 'about. j 
.10 days before the: assasination and' ■ 

asked to see, Hosty. When a clerk, ' 
Nannie '•Lee- Fenner, told Oswald i 
Hosty was out, the ex-Marine Jeffan : 
unsealed envelope with a note inside. . i

Fenner told investigators in 1975 
that she read‘the-note and it said ap- 
proximatelyr “Let this be a Warning. . 
I will blow up the FBI and the Dallas, j 
Police Department if you don’t stop 
bothering my wife. Signed. Lee Har
vey Oswald.”

7 ' From here on the stories of various , 
FBI officials in Dallas differ.< - .
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subject Interview with Daniel Schorr

MERV GRIFFIN: Everybody on this panel Is as excited as 
the audience to see this gentleman who Is coming out here.

The journalist who Is about to join us figures promin
ently In recent American history. In 1976 he resigned from CBS 
News following months of controversy that Included his confron
tation with the House Ethics Committee over the First Amendment. 
This occurred after his decision to disclose the explosive Pike 
Report on CIA activities.

And now he's written this book, "Clearing the Air,5- which 
tells the dramatic story of his 40 years as journalist and Inves
tigative reporter.

Would you welcome Daniel Schorr.

[AppIauseJ

GRIFFIN: Well, we’re both out of CBS.

DANIEL SCHORR: We're both out of CBS, and It’s the big
gest audience I've seen since CBS.

GRIFFIN: Or since your testimony at the House Ethics 
Comm Ittee .

SCHORR: 1 guess that-s right, but I was on Public Tele
vision,

GRIFFIN; Well, it's nice to welcome you to this coast.

SCHORR: It's great to be here. I just got off a plane
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to come here.

GRIFFIN: I’d be curious, first of all. Daniel, to know 
your appraisal of today’s reporters. We have a lot of television 
reporters. Are they your kind of reporters?

SCHORR: l*m an old duffer who came from newspaper work.
I never stopped being a newspaperman In television. Perhaps that 
was part of my troubles. We’re raising a generation now, not like 
Walter Cronkite, who has that look about him as somebody who’s been 
over In Russia and been there, and now he's come to tell you about 
It, but we’re raising a new generation that knows only television. 
They know film, they know teI eprompters, they know where the camera 
Is, but some of them don’t know what they’re talking about.

GRIFFIN: If they did know what they were talking about, 
can they refuse to do the news as It’s presented to them by writers 
In the newsroom? Can they edI tor I a I Ize? Can they speak out and 
slant It, In a sense?

SCHORR: They don’t slant It, on the whole. I mean It 
depends on whom you’re falklng about. Your anchor people typically 
are the showcases of very Iarge news organ I zat I ons, and they show 
the wares that others have put together for them. They don’t try 
to ed1 tor I a I Ize .

It depends. If you talk about Jack Chancellor, he‘s very 
straight. If you talk about Brinkley, his function Is to add a 
note of comment to It, a note of analysis, In his own acerb style.

GRIFFIN: Are there any reins on Walter Cronkite, or Is
he allowed to speak?

SCHORR: That’s hard to answer In those terms. Walter 
Cronkite has the additional title -- he’s not only the anchorman, 
he also has the title of managing editor, which gives him a certain 
amount of editorial control that he can exercise.

There are no reins on Walter Cronkite because he Is so 
experienced that he doesn’t need reins. He knows his way around.

GRIFFIN: How many years were you reporting out of Wash
ington,D.C.?

SCHORR: Out of Washington. D.C., the last time, ten years.

GRIFFIN: Ten years. Reporters there, In a sense -- I’ve 
known a lot of them, both newsprint and television reporters -- 
they are very Insulated reporters, In the sense that they cover 
that beat and rarely get out of town unless the President Is 
traveling somewhere. And then when the President does travel, they 
spend half the time complaining because he did.
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SCHORR: You're absolutely right, 1n a way.

GRIFFIN: And they don’t like to leave Washington, do 
t hey ?

SCHORR: They don’t mind leaving Washington, because 
they find that If they dip themselves Into what’s happening 
around the country, they can come back and say. I’ve been to 
the hinterland.3 And It’s very Important to see the hinterland 
every now and then so you get a feel of what the people out there 
are thinking.

GRIFFIN: But do they ever get the feel, Daniel?

SCHORR: No, they lose -- If they do, they lose It very 
rapidly. You know, the funny thing Is, In Washington, New York, 
there's a great deal of talk about the provinces. But there's 
nothing as provincial and as parochial as a group of people who 
live there In this great federal city and who see only big Issues. 
They can tell you the number of every bill that goes through Con
gress, they can follow tjie lobbying, they can tell you who's * c r 
what, they know what the social part of It Is, they know Suzy 
Parker and whom she’s entertaining on behalf of the Koreans, and 
all of that; and It's all a big, wonderful, fascinating world c* 
Its own. But every once In a while you feel that they've become 
so parochial, so completely Immersed In what they're doing that 
they lose touch with this very, very large country.

GRIFFIN: Do we get, as citizens who watch television 
news and read newspapers, and particularly reporters out of Wess
ington, do we get, In your estimation, good coverage of the go'* 
ment, what they're about? Or are there so many what you call t’’/’’ 
offs and deals made that we really don’t get the whole story?

SCHORR: Merv, I divide reporters Into two kinds. 1 -^'^v 
you're talking about one kind, and It's a very Important kind. 
There are those who are co-opted. They're In. They're part of 
establishment. They go to all the right social functions. The' 
would never spill ashes on the rug. They would never talk aboi-’ 
things which they shouldn't talk about. They are leaked to.

GRIFFIN: The government officials leak things to them

SCHORR: Oh, listen, the ship of state leaks mostly fr<" 
the top. It's one of the only kind of ships that does. And the 
are people Invited In.

If you read through the flies of Watergate and Nixon, 
you will see, "Let's have this one In, that one In. Let's give 
this story to that one. A good place to leak this would be Evan 
and Novak. Victor Lasky, we'll give him that story. ' And there 
are people who are considered, at least, to be those to whom you
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can give stories, and they'll run with It, and they won't do you 
any harm. The price they pay Is that they stay on your side. 
That’s one kind of reporter.

There’s another kind of reporter that doesn't mix that
way, doesn’t want to be obligated, doesn't want to sip their wine 
and drink their cocktails, because he -- she, too. Some shes, some 
very good shes -- don’t want to find themselves being compromised 
that way.

They work harder. They deal with middle-level people
lower-level people sometimes, but as easily as well-informed. And 
they are getting Into trouble all the time.

I guess you know where I'm putting myself.

GRIFFIN: Right.

SCHORR: They're getting into trouble all the time.
They’re saying, "You don’t stop. The story goes where the story 
goes. And if It hurts somebody I had lunch with yesterday and 
he's not going to talk fo me anymore, well, okay."

And If, as happened to me, maybe the most agonizing moment
I ever had -- and it’s told about In that book. If it happens that 
your story leads right back Into your organization, If you’re Inves
tigating the CIA and in the course of that you find out, "Hey, the 
CIA had a little connection with a man named William S. Paley" -- 
and to call him my boss is really being a little arrogant; he’s my 
boss's boss's boss’s boss, Is who William Paley was.

GRIFFIN: The power of CBS.

SCHORR: Well, he’s the proprietor, I mean the founder, 
the Inventor of CBS.

But I had to say his name on the air and say that some
body had Identified him as someone who met with CIA officials and 
was involved In the infiltration of CBS by the CIA. And here was 
I taping the piece for the Cronkite show -- and I used to be con
sidered very glib in my business, In that I used to be — I was 
called 'One-take Schorr." I'd do a script and do it one time, 
and didn't have to do it over most of the time. And one of these 
last broadcasts I did was to say, :'And the former President of .-, 
CBS News said he was at a meeting with William S. Paley, with two 
CIA officials, where they discussed a reporter who wasn't a reporter 
at all but was a CIA agent working as a CIA reporter under Paley's 
aegis.1' And I had this down on paper and It was on a teleprompter 
and everything, and every time I came to the name Paley I began 
to [stutters], and I couldn’t say the name Paley. In five minutes 
this Is going to be on the Cronkite show and I'm going to say Paley 
and the CIA had this connection. Four takes. It was rough.
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GRIFFIN: And you got It.

SCHORR: I got It.

GRIFFIN: And It pIayed.

SCHORR: It was on the air and it played on the air.

Oh, no. The news organization has a momentum that goes 
back to Ed Murrow, goes back and It proceeds on Its own momentum, 
square and straight, until somebody stops it, which happens now 
and then.

GRIFFIN: And even though Mr. Paley owns even that news 
department, you went ahead and reported it.

SCHORR: That’s right.

GRIFFIN: Then that, in a true sense, is admirable, too. 
isn’t it?

SCHORR: But It Is, but there were very admirable signs. 
I mean nothing Is sort of black-and-white there.

CBS News remains today, to my mind, the greatest and most 
professional broadcast news organization In the world, and it Is 
only because It Is so great that when pressures come on it from 
outside, when a Chuck Colson In the White House, Nixon’s hatchet
man — I guess now he’s been born again. You don’t call him 
hatchetman anymore. And when Chuck Colson would call up Paley and 
dress him down on the phone for an hour because of the coverage 
of Watergate, and then part two of a big Watergate expose was 
delayed and cut In half, and a lot of people agonized because 
Paley didn’t want to have that trouble, we all suffer, because they 
were so good, because nobody else before the '72 election was 
telling American on television about Watergate. You could read It 
In the Washington Post, but only CBS News was doing It. Because 
they were walking with such a firm stride Is why ft hurt so much 
when they faltered because somebody outside said, "My God, what 
are they going to do to this network, Nixon and all his people? 
We’ve got to sort of worry about that.”

GRIFFIN: We’ll return after this commercial break. 

* * *

GRIFFIN: In "Clearing the Air," which do you think Is 
the most important to all of us, the American people, that you 
reveal?

SCHORR: The most Important to all of us — I mean long 
after we forget about the Chuck Colsons and all of that, we
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Cun I nteI I I gIbIeJ this country about the Kennedy assass InatIon. We 
can’t get the Kennedy assassination out of our system, because — 
well, because everybody has a theory that maybe It wasn’t OswaId, 
or maybe he was set up, and al I of that.

And I spent a lot of time on that. And there’s a chapter 
on that In the book, and Im going to sort of see If I'm still 
professional and keep It down to less than a minute, If 1 can, but 
it Is comp I Icated .

But I have seen no evidence that It was anyone other than 
Lee Harvey Oswald acting alone. But what I have seen Is evidence 
that the CIA went through a massive coverup with the Warren Com
mission to keep the Warren Commission from finding out what we now 
know: that the CIA was Incessantly and obsessively trying to 
arrange for the murder of Fidel Castro In Cuba, frequently In 
alliance with the Mafia, If you can believe that.

GRIFFIN: And with President Kennedy’s approval?

SCHORR: Well, that’s an Interesting question. There are 
no papers. See, Presi-dent' s don't write, ’ I want Castro knocked 
off by the close of business on Friday, and report on this action.” 
They don't write that kind of thing. It Is, "He’s a pain In the 
neck, that Castro.” And that translated down the line.

Richard Helms said he had the Impression that Kennedy 
wanted it done, or the CIA wouldn't have done'It. Everybody who 
knew Kennedy says Kennedy didn't go In for assass I nat Ions. And 
we’re left: yes, no; will we ever know?

But the great Irony was that -- I am convinced, based on 
a lot of evidence and recent material which I've dug out — that 
the reason that Oswald did It stems to an Interview that Castro 
gave In Havana when Castro found out about the plots by the CIA 
against him. Castro gave an Interview trying to send a signal 
to President Kennedy In saying, "Listen, you'd better stop these 
plots against me. Or," he said, "an American leader can get It."

And the unstable Oswald, who admired Castro -- this 
loser who wanted to be some hero, somewhere -- may have read that 
Interview. It appeared in the New Orleans Time-Picayune In Sep
tember ’63, when Oswald was living there. I cannot prove that, 
but I know he read that paper, 'cause Marina Oswald said he 
avidly read that paper.

But what he then did was send his family to Texas, got 
on a bus In secret, went down to Mexico City, he went to the 
Cuban Embassy. And what Is not known but Is now In my book, 
because It was hidden from the Warren Commission -- the CIA and 
the FBI knew It. in the Cuban Embassy, he said -- he wanted a 
visa to go to Cuba. And he said, ’I m going to do a great thing
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for Cuba. I may kill President Kennedy. '

The Cuban Embassy threw him out. They reported It to 
Havana. Castro knew. Castro said, "The guy’s either a lunatic 
or, much worse, he’s being set up by right-wing people to kill 
Kennedy, and then I’ll be blamed,r So he kept quiet about it 
until a fter ward .

The irony of this all Is — you asked a good question: 
Did Kennedy order these plots against Castro? The Kennedy people 
deny it; other people think It’s hob -- Richard Helms said the 
CIA didn't do these things except by orders, but the orders were 
transmitted In ways so odd -- you know, I mean there's nothing 
much more a President has to say than, hYou know, we’re having 
a lot of trouble with these missiles. And, boy, if somebody 
could do something about Castro.'■

GRIFFIN: And the CIA would assume that he meant, ’’Des
troy Castro. "

SCHORR: And the CIA did assume.

GRIFFIN: The same way Oswald assumed that Castro wanted 
Mr. Kennedy out of the way.

SCHORR: That's right. Well -- that's right. I’m not 
saying that the whole CIA was unstable and disturbed as Oswald 
was, although I must say they sometimes seemed that way. And 
the great Irony was that If It was true that they tried to kill 
Castro In what they thought was the wish of Kennedy, then an 
arrow shot In the air to kill a foreign leader may have come back 
toklllourown.

GRIFFIN: We'll return after this commercial break.

* * «
GRIFFIN: Where now will your activities take you?

SCHORR: Well, right now I’m an author, you know? A 
new thing, I’m an author.

GRIFFIN: What about your broadcasting?

SCHORR: Well, when I broadcast now It’s on sort of the 
other side of the microphone. One day I might have been asking 
you questions. Now I sit here and 1 answer questions. That’s 
kind of wild for me. It's this new business of being a news sub
ject Instead of a news reporter. Strange things happen. I go 
to an airport, as happened last year at the height of the contro
versy, I got off In an airport to do a lecture somewhere and went 
through the airport, saw a bunch of people with cameras and sound
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gear and all of that. I came up behind them, curious as ever, and 
said, "Who’s arriving?1' And somebody wheeled around and said, ’'You 
are. We’re waiting for you." And this Is all very strange.

I have not plotted my life very far ahead. I'd like to
see how this book does. It’s been for me a joy to get back to the 
printed word, whence I once came some 25 years ago. I kind of like 
that. I'm still on the CBS payroll.

WOMAN: Oh , good . That’s what I wanted to know.

SCHORR: Yes. My contract Is being paid out. There’s 
been no problem about that. So I have some breathing space...

GRIFFIN: But they don’t want you to work there, or you 
don’t want to work there?

SCHORR: Well, first they didn’t want me to work there.
My ratings were very low. I was In trouble with Congress, I was 
In trouble with the CIA, I was In trouble with the White House, 
and everybody...

GRIFFIN: When you’re In trouble In Washington, there can
be a concerted effort, an effort In concert, to get you out of 
that town. You can be shut off from everything, can’t you?

SCHORR: Yes. You know, I opened the CBS bureau In Moscow
back In 1955 and ended up by being tossed out of the Soviet Union 
after being chased around by the KGB. And there was a period In 
•76 when I said, "I may be the only one to be Investigated by both 
the KGB and the FBI, kicked out of both the Soviet Union and the 
United States. I really thought for a while that was going to hap
pen.

Yes, that town of Washington — I don’t know how It works
here, but that town of Washington -- well, It was like It worked 
here during blacklist time, right? That town of Washington can 
become very cold and close In on you at times.

GRIFFIN: And they did to you.

SCHORR: And It did kind of. There were a couple —
enough so that I remember vividly the couple of friends who came 
over. One left a bottle of wine and said, "It must be awful." 
We had to cut off our phone, change our phone to the first un
listed number I ever had. I know here everybody wants to have 
an unlisted phone. In Washington, If you’re a reporter, you like 
somebody to call you up now and then. And having an unlisted 
phone was a very, very painful thing.

But If you think that was painful, when things got really 
very rough once, I called DI a I-a-Prayer In Washington, and they had
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an unI Isted phone.

ELaughterJ

GRIFFIN: Many meetings with Mr. Nixon?

SCHORR: Many meetings with Mr. Nixon? No.

GRIFFIN: None?

SCHORR: You mean since he’s been out of office?

GRIFFIN: No.

SCHORR: In office?

GRIFFIN; Head-to-head, face-to-face?

SCHORR: No. See — no, no. I didn’t cover the White 
House, see. He hated me from afar. I mean Dan Rather would stand 
up and say things, and Nixon would get mad at him right there. 
But I was Just covering rfiy beat. I was sort of telling about how 
when Nixon said he was going to help the parochial schools, there 
was nothing there, he had no program. And he got mad at that, so 
he said he wanted the FBI to Investigate me.

Or I would say -- you know, for example, he said he was 
going to abolish hunger In America, but there were only paper 
programs and nothing’s happening.

And so I got on his enemies list. And It was sort of a 
by-proxy kind of thing.

I had very, very little to do personally with Nixon 
because I was covering sort of other things out there In the 
Nixon program. And It was Indeed a surprise to me that he spent 
that much time and effort calling me names and planning my destruc
tion, because I didn’t have that much to do with him personally. 
It was really kind of done from afar.

But yet, you know, It ended up In a way -- I made peace 
with him, or he with me. In the end better than I’ve made peace 
with some In CBS. I the end -- I married very late. I was 50 
years old when I married for the first time. I moved around too 
fast and I remained a bachelor. I got married. Now, at the ripe 
age of 61, I have a son of 10 and a daughter of 7.

GRIFFIN: Oh, that’s nice.

SCHORR: And my son Jonathan, a couple of years ago -- 
he was then himself only 7 years old -- came up to me, and I think 
he thought he’d get me mad. It was when Nixon was I n t he hospital
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with phlebitis. And Jonathan came up and sald; ''Hey,. Dad: I want 
to write Nixon a letter and tell him I hope he gets well.’’'

I said, ‘'Well, that's all right, Jonathan. You can do 
that. I mean I don't have anything against It.'

So he wrote a little note to Nixon and he said, ‘'Dear Mr. 
Nixon. I hope you get well. Signed, Jonathan Schorr, parenthesis, 
Dan Schorr’s son.*’ I said in cover, “Dear Mr. Nixon. This Is from 
my son, and I'm happy to forward It to you."

Nixon sent back a letter, "Dear Jonathan." He said, "1 
read your letter and I was touched by It, because I'm always moved 
by young people," he said. "I've always wanted peace because I'm 
so Interested In young people." And he ended up by saying, "And 
I hope one day that you follow In your father's footsteps, so that 
I can see you on television." That was Nixon.

And when he did his David Frost Interviews, In one of the 
out-takes that wasn't used, David told me, he volunteered and he 
said, "Now, there's Dan Schorr. I don't like him and he doesn't 
like me. But I’ve had some correspondence with son because I like 
children and so does he?"

GRIFFIN: That's nice. That's a nice story.

EAppIauseJ

GRIFFIN: Considering now that you’re on a payout contract 
from CBS, and although you're really not affiliated with them any
more, except cashing the check, you can speak as a free man. Who 
do you recommend to the public to read and to listen to to be 
Informed?

SCHORR: Oh, that's a trap.

GRIFFIN: No, that's not a trap. It's a fair question.

SCHORR: Well, It's a fair question, It's a fair trap,...

GRIFFIN: Truly Informed.

SCHORR: ...Is what It Is.

Well, It depends In what field. I, for example -- my 
favorite reporter of this generation Is a man named Seymour Hersh, 
who Is now with the New York Times. This Is the Seymour — Sy 
Hersh who discovered the Mylal massacre and exposed It to the 
people, who discovered the secret bombing of Cambodia, exposed 
the first business about CIA In Chile and CIA domestic spying. 
This Is, to my mind, the quintessential Investigative reporter of 
this era. And nothing stops him when he goes to work on a story,



and he just works and works and works.

And what people don’t understand about Investigative 
reporters, because It’s all been a little big glamorized In film 
and all, Is that most Investigative reporting Isn’t very romantic. 
It Is drudgery. It Is tracking around and going through pieces of 
paper and going up to person after person after person, and It Is 
awfully, awfully hard work, most of which doesn’t pay off. And I 
have a lot of respect for It.

GRIFFIN: You won’t want to miss a moment of this. You 
won’t put it down. Daniel Schorr's ''Clearing the Air. :
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Jack Anderson

CIA Eyed Creation of Killer Elite
For years, the Central Intelligence 

Agency’s darkest secret was its under
cover association with Mafia hit men 
who were recruited for international 
murder missions. We finally broke 
the story that the CIA had used gang
sters in six attempts on the life of 
Cuban President Fidel Castro.

Now we’ve learned that the CIA 
wanted to create its own branch of 
“Murder Inc.” — a killer squad that 
would assassinate undesirable foreign 
leaders for $1 million each.

It has taken us years to dig oufthe 
ugly facts. We were able to report on 
March 3, 1967, that the CLA had 
“hatched a plot to knock off Castro.” 
On Jan. 18,1971, we began a series of 
three columns describing the six as
sassination attempts and naming the 
Mafia killers and their CIA contacts. 
Not until five years later did the Sen
ate Intelligence Committee finally 
confirm our story.

The CIA recruited the hit men 
through Robert Maheu, a former CIA 
undercover operator who had taken 
charge of Howard Hughes’ Las Vegas 
empire and had developed mob con
tacts in' Nevada.

Around the time that Maheu was 
setting up the Mafia plot against 
Castro, we’ve just learned, the CIA 
also approached a former narcotics 
official with intimate knowledge of 
the Mafia. He was Charles Siragusa, a 
former wartime intelligence officer 
who had become one of the Big Three 
in the Federal Narcotics Bureau and 
had handled the bureau’s liaison with 
theCIA.

The bureau had cultivated inform
ants inside the Mafia and had com
piled files on the crime syndicate. Si
ragusa was a logical person, there
fore, for the CIA to sound out about 
forming a Mafia hit squad to kill for 
the United States. '

The retired Siragusa, breaking a si
lence of more than 15 years, told us 
about a strange conversation with a 
CIA official in Washington around 
1960. After a few minutes of chit-chat, 
the CIA man made this startling sug
gestion: that Siragusa, drawing on his . 
knowledge and contacts in the under
world, recruit a crew of Mafia torpe
does for standby assassination duty.

They would be paid $1 million in 
fees and expenses for each kill. The 
CIA would assign the missions and 
underwrite the payoffs from its 
secret funds. ;

At this point, the visitor stopped, 
waiting for Siragusa's reaction. "At 
first I thought he was joking,” he said.

When h.e realized the proposal was 
serious, he rejected it “In wartime, 
it’s one thing," he told the CIA emis
sary, “but in peacetime, it’s something 
different." He heard nothing more of 
the matter.

Siragusa speculated that the CIA se
lected him to set up the murder squad 
because of his handling of two other 
special CIA requests.

On the first occasion, three Spanish- 
speaking CIA operatives had been ar
rested while pulling a Watergate-style 
break-in at the Chinese Communist 
news agency in Havana. Cuban police 
thought they had caught three small

fry burglars and locked them up oh 
an island off Cuba.

The CIA was desperate to get them 
back before their cover was blown. 
One knew the names of numerous 
CIA contacts in Cuba; in any event, 
the CIA makes every possible effort 
to rescue agents in peril. •

The CIA turned to Siragusa, sug-. 
gesting he enlist Mafia types for a 
rescue raid. This proved impractical; 
instead, Siragusa began dealings with 
a Chicago lawyer supposedly close to 
Castro’s brother, Ratil. The CIA 
authorized Siragusa to spend up to 
$1 million to effect the rescue of the 
imprisoned agents by whatever 
means necessary.

The Chicagoan received $10,000. 
from CIA funds but his efforts failed, 
Siragusa said. Eventually the three 
won their freedom through the legal I 
efforts of a Havana attorney, retained I 
by the CIA without Castro’s know- j 
ledge. I

Siragusa also said he was involved i 
in the establishment of a CIA “safe- ; 
house” in Greenwich' Village in the 
1960s. But unknown to him, the apart- . i 
ment was turned into a sex trap for „ ; 
foreign diplomats and informants. i

Footnote: We are satisfied after 
long talks with top CIA officials that 
the CIA has given up its love nests, j
murder plots and most other dirty I
tricks. We have learned that Siragusa I 
was recently interviewed about the ' 
murder squad by the Senate Intelli
gence Committee. Our calls to the 
committee for comment'were unre- f 
turned. I
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Judge in F.B.I. Case Hints Doubt
On Legality of Kearney Indictment

By ARNOLD H. LUBASCH
| A defense motion raised serious ques- 
j tions yesterday about the indictment, of- 
‘[John J. Kearney, a former supervisor in 
! the Federal Bureau of Investigation, who 
was charged with directing the illegal 
opening of mail and tapping of tele
phones in a search for radical fugitives

. in New York.
Edward eBnnet Williams, the defense 

lawyer, argued that three of the five 
counts in the indictment should be dis
missed on the ground that they had been- 
drawn up improperly. He said that each 
of the three counts charged Mr. Kearney 
with more than one offense, violating al 
rule requiring a separate count for each 
offense.

Judge Kevin Thomas Duffy, who is 
u • presiding over the Kearney case in United 
,.• States District Court in Manhattan, re

served his decision on whether to dismiss 
the three counts. The judge indicated that 
he was troubled by some of the wording 
in the-indictment.

If the judge dismisses the three counts, 
' the Government could be granted six 
months to obtain a new indictment .de
signed to remedy any defects in the origi
nal one. But this could delay the case, 
which has already been held up by com- 

■ plex issues.
Other Possible Indictments

that aided and abetted the carrying out 
of continuing offenses.

Judge Duffy noted that the present 
prosecutors were not the ones responsible 
for formulating the indictment and that 
it was net the judge’s job to-correct any 
defects in the charges. He added, “If the 
Government has drafted a sloppy indict- 
jnent, you are stuck with it.” 
/ The indictment consists of a conspiracy, 
count involving the opening of mail, two 
/counts alleging a number of mail open' 
/ings, a conspiracy count involving wire
tapping and one. count alleging the tap
ping of a number of telephones. The de
fense contends that each alleged mail 
opening and wiretap must be a separate 
count.

AU the alleged violations occurred be
tween late 1970 and June 1972 when Mr. 
Kearney was the supervisor of Squad 47, 
a team of F.B.I. agents in New York, 
searching for fugitives associated with 
a radical group known as;the Weather 
Underground. ■ '

No date has been sett for the trial, whil 
the defense continues to seek information 
to fight the charges.

Attorney General Griffin B; Bell has1 
said that he wants to bring the Kearney 
case to trial before seeking possible in
dictments of other F.B.I. officials in con- 

-nection with alleged burglaries, wiretaps 
and mail openings.

The five lawyers who were conducting 
the investigation for the Justice Depart
ment were replaced at their own request 
last month because they disagreed with 
Mr. bell's decision to defer any other 
indictments until after the Kearney case.

In arguing the defense motion to Judge 
Duffy, Mr. Williams contended that some 
of the offenses allegd- in the three dis
puted counts were barred by the statute 
of limitations because they took place 
more than five years before Mr. Kearney 
was indicted last April. The defense is 
expected to challenge the two other 
counts in the indictment on other 
grounds later.

Allen R. Bentley, a Federal prosecutor, 
argued that the indictment had been 
properly formulated. He said that Mr. 
Kearney was charged with central acts
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Ih files released
3 ON KENNEDY DEATH
;;7.: Records Disclose Secret Service’s 
3'-Inquiry Into the Assassination 
<?•■ Concentrated on Cuban Aspect

;«>7 WASHINGTON, Dec. 21 (DPI)—The Se- 
’, pret Service investigation into the assas-. 
' ° sination of President Kennedy was heavi-

ly preoccupied with possible Cuban and 
'‘/^yen Chinese Communist involvement, 
,‘‘ - according to documents released to day. 
J; .*'’ Hundreds of pages of Secret Service

■ ? files given United Press International 
' under a Freedom of Information request 
,.: show that, aside from a routine back- 

ground investigation of Lee Harvey Os- 
'--wald, the accused assassin, its inquiry 
^.' dealt almost entirely with the Cuban 

-angle. ,
, ,i .The Secret Service said that the files 
,i represented all but 75 to 100 documents 
5 ,,;it had on theassassination. Those were 
1. exexempted under secrecy provisions of t 

law. It did not include Secred Services 
.i—files already surrendered to the National 
r Archives.

* The investigation apparently concen- 
| trated on the Cuban angle because of 
} threats against President Kennedy from 
s Cubans in Miami, where he visited the 
I week before his murder in Dallas on Nov. 
« 22, 1963.
i Nowhere In the’material, however, is 
* there any indication that the Secret Serv-

/ { ice was able to link Oswald with a Cuban 
r conspiracy.
f Among the other items in the documents 
| were the following:
I ^The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
. .monitored Oswald’s activities for three 
| ^Syears before the assassination but never 
fetiild the Secret Service about him. The 
farmer Secret Service chief, James J. 
S®wley> raisd serious questions about 
^S»4ais slip-up in communications, which, 
Bf said, “made it clear” criteria needed 

> be re-evaluated for identifying people 
ho might be dangerous to a president. ' 

»js9 The head of the Secret Service’s 
^^Wte House detail, Gerald A. Behn, said 
Sfa' a memorandum after the assassination 

that in at least two motorcades Mr. Ken
nedy had discouraged agents who tried 
to block people from approaching his 
limousine. "The late President Kennedy 
believed he belonged to the people," Mr. 
Behn wrote.

. ?'•''^Secret Service memorandums indicat- 
fed that its officials discovered some pos
sible errors or indescretions in protecting 
Mr. Kennedy in Dallas, and re-evaluated 
the manner in which a President should 
Be guarded. They suggested that they 

: needed more manpower.
। perhaps the most intriguing document 
I was from the special agent in charge of 
| the Miami office, describing an "alleged 
? Chicom-Castro Plot." Chicom is a term 
J for Chinese Communists.
: "This office received information from
* ,,a. Western deplomat on 6 December 1963 
j which alleges that the assassination of 
I . President Kennedy was the result of a 
L.plot prepared and executed jointly by the 

.chicoms and Fidel Castro through inter
mediaries," the report begins. The diplo
mat, who was not named in the report, 
is quoted as saying that he received his 

^information through a source described 
«as “very good.”
SJhe report listed the following “basic 
^ingredients" of the allegation: 
^^^“Reportedly Fidel Castro is extremely 

.atoworried about the current probings tak- 
jESp place into the assassintion of Presi- 
(jsd«t Kennedy and the possible finding' 
‘iitfi^t may ensue. j

.;,T*XTOe plot to assassinate President J 
Kf?enne^y was arranged by Chicoms and 
JsrtGuban sympathizers who have been pro- 
%l^$isionally jailed in Cuba to prevent any 
.•'rrrndiscretiOns. The diplomat’s source him- 
:> J^^lf is fearful that his arrest is imminent. 
’-~nr-<? "There appears to be no Soviet par- 
£..t*;K$ip*ti<H*.in the plot because at this time 
^w«e Soviets are too close to the Ameri- 

■ U'eans.” ■ . ■

' ja^The report said that a Cuban, and a 
iiy^Jexican-American living in Dallas were 
‘S^iljsterm ediaries" in the plot. / 
.'^^‘“Tbough this office cannot at this junc- 
;£#re vouch for the reliability or veracity 

(-*Sff ^e information, steps have been initi- 
'.'■5'ated to develop the information further 
>< «and identify the original source,” the re- 
.’f^ort ended. There was no reference to 
y-*the matter elsewhere in the documents. 

iSS^There also was a report on preparations 
4*4eading up to Mr. Kennedy’s visit to Flori- 
f*S3a Nov. 18, 1963. It reviewed special se- 
i JrfUeurity precautions taken by the Secret 
"Service because of threats believed to i 
fgiSkave come from the Cuban community I 
j^iaal Miami. A postcard received by the 
. Miami police and postmarked Nov. 16,
i said, “The Cuban Commandos have the
| BOMBS ready for killing JFK.”

The Secret Service was particularly in
terested in a speech made by Fidel Cas- 
J^j, the Cuban Prime Minister, on Sept, 

ft, 9, 1963. Mr. Castro warned that “United 
^States leaders would be in danger if they 

^ Tfiepled jn any attempt to do away with 
leaders of Cuba.”

When the Secret Service tried to link 
""" the speech to the assassination, however, 

it found but one connection. A report 
of the speech was carried in New Orleans 

,\ newspapers at the time Oswald lived 
^, there as an active member of the radical 
\.Fair Play for Cuba’ Committee. t

'* Oswald’s work for this group wag the 
only link to Cuba substantiated in the 

■^-Secret Service's investigation of the Cuba 
*“ angle.
f Another Secret Service memo randum, 
I on Nov. 29, a week after the-assassina- 
I tion, said that if there was a Cuban con- 
i spiracy information had been received 
1 "that the party responsible for carrying 
t ou t any action on the part of Fidel Castro 
I ..Undoubtedly was Quinten Pino Machado, 
j M ,4, Cuban terrorist used by Castro to carry 
i .; put any Castro action.”
• ’, .This information was gained from a
{ Isburce identified as "3-11-48" who said 
J 'Mr. Machado was a former Cuban dele- 

gate to the United Nations, then Cuban 
- Ambassador to Nicaragua, and an expert 
■ qn bombs and explosives.
!. J, The informer that said Mr. Machado 
! qhce bragged that he had attempted to 
; assassinate Dr. Enrique Heurtas, identi- 
> fled later by the Secret Service as an 
‘ guest at a dinner for Mr. Kennedy in 
i , Miami the week before the President was 
* billed.
i .— The vehicle by which the Secret Service 
’ records were obtained, the . Freedom of 
| .3Information Act, allows private citizens, 
• news organizations or any other interest 
', ?» groups to file a request with a Govern- 

•;ment agency if a reasonable description is 
k .provided. There are nine exempt catego- 
v- ries of information, and among these are 
“Classified national security documents, 

trade secrets and pe^onal information 
•bout individuals. i(
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' FBI Documents on JFK Killing Raised
<. Questions bn B^ • J

- a- . By Margaret A. Gentry 
y AssociatedPresa . •

j Newly disclosed FBI documents on 
the assassination of John F. Kennedy 

^r-aise,-but-do-not-answerj-questions
Mahout Lee Harvey' Oswald’s" move-

months ago and were made available “The interesting thing .about this 
yesterday to the-Associated Press. . 'order is that it is for ammunition 

The . documents,, many heavily cen- which does not fit ; And cannot be
sored,, show that the FBI attempted fired in any of the USMC weapons,”

*to traceCthel‘fatar.buUets:';3ixml ,the.:~J^ 'it™- said an memo dated .Dec.•time they-were manufactured until A,-.-
; : . they reached the assassin’s hands. - ;a “This gives rise to the-obvious spec-

^t611*? f? the days b®fore,D^las> “d < ‘ Agents initially were perplexed by ; dilation.: that it is a contract for - am->
7 S £ S£ “'JS* “ '7S' S'«?;SB:^#**’’^ 

' The 597 pages of documents are the- Mannllcher-Carcano ammunition. : ^er 3 UShiC cover ipr. concealment, 
first of more than 40,000 the FBI will Agents determined that the manufac- 
release Dec. 7 to comply with requests . turer was the Western Cartridge Corp.

■a .under- the Freedom' of Information of East Alton, Ill. , U .^»4 - 
Act for its material on the .investiga- ' 
tion of Kennedy’s death in Dallas on

purposes,’.’-.the memo continued.
In other .words,,FBI officials spec-. ' 

uiated. that the CIA .was using the

Nov. 22/1963.
■ The first three' volumes'ivere pro
vided th activate researcher several -

‘ Agents in Illinois examined the Marine Corps as a cot’er to purchase- 
company’s production records and , ■ ammunition in secret.
found that the firm produced 4, million . „ 7.™^ Lojm,„rounds of this type of ammunition for A “emo written at FBI h?adquar-
the U-S. Marine Corps in 1934. ters the next day noted that the ,
<4--^ . • i-"< George Zucker Sales Co. of Chicago

v had purchased about 2 million roundsj 
< for commercial resale in 1962, ■ -

In the first batch of.-files released,' 
/ these were the only two memos deal- . 
/ ing with the ammunition. The materi- 
- al said nothing more to explain or 
i resolve the agents’ speculation. Nor 
; was it known whether the files to be;; 

released next week, and another 40,-, 
■ 000 pages due later, would shed more
; light on the question. Jr’

. The Warren Commission investigat
ed the assassination and concluded 
that Oswald, acting alone, killed 
Kennedy. The commission , reported 
that this type of ammunition- “is . 
readily available for purchase ’ from 
mail order houses as well as a few 
gun shops.” It noted3 that “some 2 

. million rounds have been placed, on ‘ 
sale in the United States.” -

The records showed that the. FBI 
kept close-:watch and a voluminous 
file on Oswald from his -defection to 
theSovietUnidnvin'October, 1959, 
and after he returned to the United

; States in June', 1962. : !
But the bureau lost-track of him i 

for several weeks-in September and ; 
October, 1963; and agents in Dallas, 
Little Rock and New Orleans were . 
put on alert to locate him and his 
Russian-born wife, Marina. \ 7-



/

Assassinations r
Pan^ Catted for

Sullivan Papers <
' ■\HtaMl»l«iPlWJ<.S. ": " ^

The House Assassinations Committee?; 
Issued a.subpoena.for.former FBI of—r 
ficial William C. Sullivan’s papers short-' $ 
ly after he was killed to keep them from. . 
being destroyed, a.Congressional source- . 
said' yesterday. . . .- ;-.!ii ; ,

Sullivan was killed.’while deer hunting ?* 
near Sugar Hill, NJL, last week by an- -»

I other .hunter who®mistook him for a ^ 
. ’ deer, authorities saliLM * >

They said the hunter wascharged < 
® with a. misdemeanor^^ ’ ‘^ , - *

The source said’the: committee wanta’s 
the papers and files partly for its in- 
vestigation into whether Sullivan’s FBI 
Cointelpro (counterintelligence program). ' 
harassment of Martin Luther King Jr.” 
was linked with the civil rights leader’s < 
assassination. ' ' - —' i

Sullivan, 65, was the former No; 3<^ 
■ man in the FBI., '-'t^

The. committee also wants thefiles 
because Sullivan’s Intelligence Division 5 
conducted the FBI’s investigation of : 
President John F. Kennedy’s assassina- 

. tion, the source said. The committee is 
... Investigating both assassinations. \ -

He said the committee’s chief : Ken-4 
- nedy assassination investigator, Clifford, 

A. Fenton Jr., went to Sugar-Hill, N.H.', " 
last week to try to find his lawyer to. . 
serve the subpoena. 5

Sugar Hill Police dhief Gary Youngs 
disclosed the attempt, and said he dis- 

' couraged it because the investigator re? ^ 
ferred to the subpoena but did not show f 
it to him. ' j ..- ■

i The congressional source said {he ■ 
subpoena has not been served, but said . 

. ,. its issuance alone would make anyona
who destroyed any Of:the papers guilty ' 
of a federal offense. \

He said he knows first-hand that the 
Assassinations -Committee issued the 

. subpoena on the basis of information; 
from another House committee. He . 
agreed to talk only with assurance that r. 

' he would not be identified.' ; "



Dos, Donats 
Of House

JFK Probe
Uy George Lardtier Jr.
Washm^on Post Staff Writer

Cuiint ry music singer Tommy 
Beckham, alias Eggleston Zim- 
i:'e rm a n. was feeling chipper as 
he returned to his Alabama jail 
tell last July.

A man of many credentials, 
from self-described Central In
telligence Agency operative to 
“bishop” of a variety of obscure 
seels, Beckham had just been 
acquitted of federal fraud 
charges stemming from his pro
motion of a country music con
cert that was never held.

Undeterred by all this, in
vestigators from the House As
sassinations Committee inter
viewed him the next day in a 
sweltering cell at the Mobile, 
Ala., city jail about the murder 
of President Kennedy. Beck
ham, 35,- reportedly poured-, 
forth claims of having known 
Lee Harvey Oswald, in New 

1 Orleans and assertions that 
Kennedy' was the victim of a 
conspiracy and that he, Thomas 
K Beckham, knew who had 
taken part in it.

“To tell you the truth, most ( 
people don’t believe him,” Beck
ham's own Mwyer. Jeff Stein of 
Mobile, says succinctly. A one
time fugitive from New Or-' 
leans District Attorney Jim Gar
rison’s'fruitless investigation in
to the Kennedy murder, Beck
ham finally returned to tell an 
Orleans Parish grand jury in 
1968 that he really knew nothing 
about the President’s assassina- 

■ tion in 1968,
The House, investigators, how

ever. apparently took Beckham, 
quite seriously. “They wanted, 
names, dates, places,’’ Stein re
called in a telephone interview.

It was a small, but illustrative- 
slice of the-, approximately $1.5 
million that, the controversial

See INQUIRY, A6, Col. 1

G. ROBERT BLAKEY
. . . gives staff “dos and don’ts” list
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House Investigation has thus far cost. 
Operating in nearly total secrecy since 
tiie accession of G. Robert Blakey as 

’ chief counsel last June, the House 
Assassinations Committee has built up 
a sprawling staff ..of 109 individuals 
and hired more than 30 consultants 

' whose names ■ the committee refuses 
to disclose.

Under the terms of a perhaps un
precedented “Non-Disclosure Agree
ment” obtained by The Washington 
Post, the consultants cannot, without 
written permission, even “indicate, di
vulge or acknowledge” that they work 
for the committee until it goes out of 
business. At least one member of a 
group of 14 pathologists who attended 
a secret committee seminar in Sep: 
tember to review JFK autopsy records 
says he interpreted the intimidating 
strictures as a warning that they 
could go to jail if they even discussed 
the meeting. Yet by all available ac- 

: counts, the seminar produced nothing 
' startling.

“Doesn’t this give you a sense of 
deja vu?” demands assassination ex- 
p.crt Harold Weisberg who has been 

i highly critical of the House investiga- 
' tion. “They’re doing the same thing 

the Warren Commission did. It's 
worse than that now because they 
have the experience of the Warren 
Commission behind them. You’ve got 
to have this stuff subject to another 
point of view. The press has to be able 
to air it.”

J Committee members plainly disa
gree. Chairman Louis Stokes (O-Ohio) 
says he feels the panel’s “gag rule” 
against any discussion of the investi- 

5 gation has served it well. Bep. Rich- 
i ardson Preyer (D-N.C.), chairman of 
' the subcommittee investigating the 
; JFK murder, said “the fact that it [the 
, investigation] has been out of the ' 

headlines in the last few months has 
helped change the mood of the 
House.”

“We were embarrassing the House , 
every day a few months ago,” Preyer 
said, recalling the controversy be- 

. tween the first chief counsel, former 
’ Philadelphia prosecutor Richard A.
Sprague, and foimer committee Chair- 

i man Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.).
; “Now that’s over.”

Appointed June 19 as Sprague’s sue- 
■ cessor, Blakey, a former Senate staf- 
fr.r 5nH Cornell University law nrofes- 

’ sor, has taken firm charge of the com
mittee staff. Committee members 
such as Rep. Harold S Sawyer (R- 

- Mich.), maintain that Bl ikey has im
proved morale tremend- usly and put

the inquiry on a thoroughly profes
sional track.

But some former staffers and others 
privy to various aspects of the com
mittee's work disagree. They describe 
Blakey as a professorial martinet who 
insists on strict discipline from his in
vestigators while letting the investiga
tion itself run off in a dozen different 
directions at once.-

The behavioral discipline is indis
putably strict. In the view of some, it 
is also childish and demeaning. They 
point, for example, to an Aug. 1 memo 
to the committee staff from Blakey, 
listing “some ‘Dos’ and ‘Don’ts’ that 
should be followed in the conduct of 
our investigation, especially when on 
trips.” . ' . ' .

Among the rules: ■ |
• “Do not conduct interviews in । 

your hotel room with a member of the j 
opposite sex.” I

• “Do be cautious in fraternizing 
with local residents.” -

• “Do not have meals in locations 
that are noted for their drinks and 
not their cuisine.” ’

• “Do avoid excessive alcoholic 
drinking when on assignment, 
whether on or off duty.”

• “Do, in dealing with any person 
you come in contact, be courteous, 
considerate and patient, even in the 
face of extreme provocation.”

• “Do not discuss or get involved in 
political or controversial topics with 
anyone.” , ‘ I

• “Do, after working hours, know I 
the general whereabouts of the other j 
members of the team.” ' . j

• “Do-not visit establishments that -i 
have or appear to have questionable j 
reputations unless on official busi- j 
ness.” ' \ .

Underpinning all this is the four- ■ 
page Non-Disclosure Agreement, initi- L 
ated after Blakey took charge and re- i 
quired of all staff members as well as I 
consultants “as conditions precedent 
for employment or engagement or my 
continued employment or engag-: 
with the Select Committee, the A 
States House of Representatives or ■ 
the United States Congress.” In other 
words, says, one lawyer acquainted : 
with the terms of the document, those ■’ 
who sign it are presumably - ruling ' 
themselves out of a job anywhere else { 
on Capitol Hill if they break part of ’ 
the agreement.

It has 16 sections, including one 
that demands immediate reporting to 
the committee of any effort by outsid- : 
era such as rapc-tc-" 
mation. In addition to acknowledging 
the possibility of'criminal prosecution ■ 
for leaking proscribed information,

See INQUIRY, A7, Col. 1
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the signers also agree to be liable for 
$3,000 in civil penalties “as a reasona
ble estimate for damages to the credi
bility, and effectiveness of this;investi- 
gation.”

Information that ihay not be dis-, 
closed “by words, conduct or other
wise,” at least during the lifetime of 
the committee, covers any data re- 
ceived by the select committee, pre
sumably including even matters of 
public record. Some material, such as 
“any information pertaining to intelli
gence sources or methods as desig
nated by the director of central intel
ligence,” may “never” be disclosed 
without special permission. Commit
tee Chairman Siokes must also 
“consult’' the CIA director before 
clearing for publication any article 
written by a staffer or consultant 
which “may include" proscribed infor
mation.

“What kind of mi independent in
vestigation can you have with provi
sions like that?” demanded one for- 
merstaffcr who declined to be identi-

fied. “This is a theoretical world they’
re setting up, not a practical world for 
investigating murder."

The chief counsel, who likes to be 
called “Professor Blakey,” declines to 
comment on any phase of the investi
gation, reciting a committee rule de
claring that the staff shall not discuss 
“the substance or procedure of their 
work” unless authorized by Stokes, 
Prcyer or Del. Walter E. Fauntroy (D- 
D.C.), chairman of the subcommittee 
investigating the assassination of the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968.,

Asked, for inslance, why the com
mittee would be interviewing some
one like Timinas Beckham when it has 
yet to decide who killed the President 
in Dalias’ Lcalcv Plaza on Nov. 22, 
1963, Blakey said simply “substance 
and pioccdurc." De made the same re
sponse when asked to list in a general 
way what he ■•egarded as the inquiry’s 
accomplishments thus far.

It. seems plain, however, that the 
two-pronged investigation into the 
Kennedy and King murders is pursu
ing an ciusvc an t expensive skein of

rumors and allegations of conspiracy 
before ' having satisfied itself—from 
the ballistics, medical, photographic, 
eyewitness and other evidence—about 
who the murderers were. The commit
tee appears do be looking for helpers 
before having settled on the princi
pals, who may or may not have had 
any helpers. ’ ?

The panel's travel summaries show 
that it has been busy pursuing not 
only Beckham and other aspects of 
the zany Gai risen investigation, but 
also' esolerica such as the “Milteer 
connection.” Now dead, Milteer was a 
right-wing organizer for the States 
Rights Parly who happened to have 
been taped —two weeks before Ken
nedy was killed—about how the Presi
dent might be shot with a high-pow
ered rifle on a forthcoming trip to Mi
ami.

“Where’s the relevance?” demands 
Weisberg, who uncovered much of the 
material on Milteer years ago. “That’s 
okay for a writer, but not for a con
gressional committee investigating a 
crime. How many people theatened to

kill Kennedy? To kill King? They're 
beyond counting. Could all of them 
have committed the crime? They’ve 
got to establish relevance first. They’
ve got to begin with what really hap
pened.”

More recently, investigators for the 
House committee journeyed to New 
York to interview Marita Lorenz, a 

. self-proclaimed Mata Hari, who as
serted that Watergate burglar Frank 
Sturgis, an old friend of hers, drove 
with her and several others, including 
Lee Harvey Oswald, to Dallas several 
days before the assassination. Then, 

. last week, Sturgis was arrested on 
charges by Lorenz that he tried to in
timidate her from testifying before 
the House committee.

The charges were dropped Friday in 
Manhattan Criminal Court, when a re
view Of seven taped telephone conver
sations between Lorenz and Sturgis 
showed all were amicable. “A lack of 
any substantiation of her charges im
pairs her credibility,” the court was 
told of the putative congressional wit-, 
ness.

As for Beckham, bis lawyer said

House investigators had hoped to sec 
him again after his client stood 1 rial 
on still more fraud charges in Arkan
sas, allegedly for posing as a nai uro- 
pathic physician. But the charges 
were dropped.

“He [Beckham] was supposec to 
meet one of ’em [the House 
investigators] in Mississippi, but he 
never showed up,” Stein >aid. 
“They’ve contacted me a couple of 
times to see if I’ve heard from him, 
but I haven’t.”

Even though no public hearing; are 
in sight, the cammitt.ee, which expects 
its current $2.5 million budget to last 
until about next March, evidently 
foresees no trouble in getting a new 
appropriation next year. One con .mil- 
tee member said wryly that they will 
probably be able to get more money 
by simply pointing out that they 
haven’t embarrassed the House for 
montlis.

Asked if that approach would work, 
an aide to House Speaker Thom is P. 
(Tip) O’Neill Jr. (D-Mass.) replied 
lightly: “Why not?”
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Assassination Panel Is Given Hight to Bypass House
CZ: By WENDELL RAWLS Jn’

Special to The New York Times
.WASHINGTON, Oct' 16—The House Of 

Representatives has given its Select Com
mittee on Assassinations a strong demon
stration of support by granting the com
mittee the right to bypass the full House, 
amtappiy directly to the courts to compel 
witnesses to testify about their knowl
edge of events surrounding the deaths 
of President Kennedy and the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther Kin^ . •;. ;

Jhat decision, ’Jken by the House last 
month in aft Overwhelmingly favorable 
”^te, is considered the most significant 
/*cent development in the yearlong histo
ry .of the embattled committee.

After struggling for the better part of 
its first year to obtain Congressional slip- 
port and public credibility, the committee 
hired G. Robert Blakey as staff director 
and chief counsel last July 1, and since 
then has enlarged its staff from 56; to 
114.
. The number of field investigators rose, 
from five to 28 in the same period, ahd 
the staff has opened a branch office in 
St. Louis, according to sources, close to 
the committee, ■ ■

’Researchers ire : accumulating “im
mense stacks” of documents and are’Com
puterizing the information they contain, 
the sources said, and investigators: ate 
interviewing “hundreds” of witnesses.

At the same time, the Sources said,

the committee is hearing, testimony irt 
executive, session .from Government 
agents and from people allegedly linked 
to the events in Dalias, where President 
Kennedy was shoVin 1963, and in Mem
phis, where Dr. King was killed in 1968.

However, the sources said that House 
passage of the request by the committee, 
oh what is called “use ■ immunity’’ Was 
especially important because it carried 
as much 'symbolic as practical signifi
cance. The committee and its subcommit
tees are now allowed to bypass the nor
mal procedure of going to. the floor of 
the- House each time they, want to go 
to court for an order of Use immunity 
for a witness. ,■

Use immunity protects a witness by

prohibiting the prosecutorial authorities 
from using the compelled testimony in 
any respect against him. Therefore, it in
sures, that the testimony cannot lead to; 
criminal penalties.against the witness,; I 
> However, under a grant of use immunl-- 
ty, which the Senate Watergate commit
tee gave to John W. Dean and Jeb Stuart 
McGrunder, the witness must testify or 
face charges of civil contempt of Con
gress or possibly charges of cnminal con-, 
tempt of court. ; >
• If a witness refuses tb testify, the com-' 
mittee could sentence him to jail in. the 
basement of the Capitol for the life of . 
the cbminittee (Until Dec. 31, 1978), or-; 
take him to court in the District of! 
Columbia,, which could sentence him to 
three years in the District jail. If the wit
ness testified falsely, he could face possi
ble perjury charges. '

. i The symbolic significance, the sources

said, lies in the favorable vote rolled uj» 
on the House floor and in the fact that 
only the House committee investigating 
the Korean payoff scandal now shares 
such authority to go to the courts Without 
full House approval in advance.. v .

The 290-to-112 vote fayoring the com
mittee’s request contrasts with the much 
narrower 223-to-l 95 vote last March that 
extended the life. of the . committee 
through the end of the 95th Congress.

“The vote demonstrates that the House 
members now feel .feat the .committee 
is conducting its affairs tn a proper and 
dignified manner,” a committee source 
said, “and that the House with its vote 
has told everybody that it is prepared 
to support the work of the committee.”

In addition, the source said, the action 
signals to such Government agencies as 
the Federal Bureau of investigation and 
the . Central Intelligence Agency and to

certain segments of organized crime that , । 
the committee’s future is not tenuous and 
that it cannot be ignored or outwaited,. 
\ Seeking‘Degree of Involvement’ ?

"The proper application of use immunl- 
fy gives this country the best opportunity ? , 
ever to discover the degree of involve
ment, if any, by the F.B.I., the C.I.A., 
organized crime or other entities wUh 
Dr. King and President Kennedy," the 
source said. L

The members of the committee seem 
to be. adhering to a gag rule requested 
by Mr. E^r. Ss chief counsel and staff 
director, and imposed by its chairman. 
Representative Louis Stokes, Democrat Or 
Ohio. But Mr. Stokes said in a speech 
on the House floor that the committee 
was receiving “excellent cooperation 
from all the agencies from whom we hate 
sought any type of testimony of evidence 
of any type." ■ ■■■,
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Oswald’s Widow Tells of‘VeryHighLeveI ofAnger’ atHimfor the Legacy of Shame
By CAREY WINFREY losing the equilibrium that time, a new/;? what she refers to simply'as “Novem-r Jwed only occasionally, mainly when ? / She had read the book, the first half .

Inta little while Marina Oswald Pdfteti’"wlife'andi ameasure-TjFaxonymityhavei- ber” comes from her belief/that sh^ | ^she; talked^of her, family-T-her daugh- ’j ifite is; almost pure biography otM 
.................................... ■ " helped her to achieve. might have prevented the 1963 assas- T > ters. June, who it 16 years old, and. het ohlv a few dav« before Sbe barfed

“I feel like an animal caged in a sination either by seeking psychiatricr . Rachel, who is almost 14, and her son, «r ’.4 ,M . ..zoo,” she Wd, “with pfeople pointing help for her husband, of, after'hef told? 5 Mark; IE The girls', never knew-their^k f^a AW-®^ wouldn tread rt, ta^,
their fingetigt ypu.” her that?he had fired A rifle at Geni' * father He was shot ahd killed by Jack 1 my curiosity got the bettsr of ^me. r:<

Immature’ ; ! ” LEdwim!K Walkef/5 by reporting that; Ruby. Mark’s father is Lenneth Porter, It depressed her. . ■ < 7 M
tloni. • ' /A?s5 4J®Wdediiio the pOHOe. I . a sewing-machine salesman and repair- “When your mistakes are printed in/ >

But now sitting in the feref^i'brily Person I had in man who likes to go fishing. Mrs. Os-“^; ’black and'white,” she said, “it forces.:£ 
publisher of a new book that she haf-^?"^ aWost:lndescew thiS Country?’ shd said.;“He had gone ' Wald was married to him in 1965, and, you to think harder about yourself and, ; 
dome to New York to promote, she ’ M Wo miich’trouble to bring me here, I , she- ilves quietly with him today on'; try to correct them;” ; ’ /. ./J
was!worried. As she talM about losing hlm;if Ibetrayedhim.” T ------- “# ’““ —---------- -- - -------------- --- J-----------
Oswald in English that was only faintly • neath,the.-surface Uii^ppears to De>%^ the^years hive. parsed and as she . -- ,- , —.--.- ------ .. . .
accented by her native Russian, the sadness. - \ . . ,. . . has learned more^about him and hid, ports to the contrary, they are not
diminutive Dallas housewife fidgeted Her p'eatest regret, she said, is that motives by reading his diaries, her feel'-, ?wdltOdo. r/ . ,
and I chain-smoked menthol cigarettes. when she firstcame T$ this country, ; tags for her formej;husband haVe hard-. - . Her cMidren_ are the centerpiece of 
Shel was nervous about the news con- en!tf'^^ L ' $

■ ent,yreUer<abld^ her/former^ 1*11’5 xtfetyrtrorig word to use: hate. -
husfcJ^’&iirfcafkwA W Ma A’^aPerhaps 4 very'hl^i level of anger is 

“IW& ■sttyoungjAha-immature/^she! said.iwhy?;“How dare he”
said, ST didn’t realiz^Jie had a! Sick Wfu|n my name and.that of my children; 
mindri diMtMalyie him or me of our ;fbf ever? And I do hdt belisve in killing, 
marriige thAt deeply and seek real help 'Other people?’ ’ 3 | ' ’ .. *
for him. I Was4oo blind.” ■ During an houf-and-a*hatf interview

The residue'of guilt she feels about before the . news conference, /she re-

TOtild read a statement to a room full
of reporters, reiterating her conviction 
that Lee Harvey Oswald, her husband 
at the time, had assassinated President 
John F. Kennedy and had done so.

ferehce, and worried that the reporters 
vould be “disappointed” that she had 
iothing new to say.

She will receive approximately' 60 
percent of the royalties earned by 
•■Marina and Lee” for her cooperation 
ivith its author, Priscilla Johnson 
McMillan. But she expressed fears of

a sewing-machine salesman and repair- * ,______________ _ _____ ...
' „ ** .'~>-:’:/’black andwhlte,” she said, “it forces

Wald was married to him in 1965, and y«<» w Uiiuk u<mk 
she -ilves quietly with him today on1; try to correct them; „

!. 17 acres of Texas prairie outside She says she has tried to put Russid 
- Dallas.,She! insists that, newspaper re-:. . behind her, that she even thinks in Ex
ports to the contrary, they are hot . iish. now. She does not read RusMan 

Au’ell to do.” “; “ ” books dr magazines, has. very little con-
. Het children are the centerpiece of tact with the Russian community in 
' her new life. “I hope their dreams are ■ • Dallas' arid makes, no effort to get in 

strong enough? for. them to meet the . touch with friends and relatives there 
goals they set for themselves," she for fear of putting them in jeopardy, 
said. “The main thing I want for them, ; Someday, wen the children are grown, 
is to be good and compassionate ped- ', .she might like to take some courses 

" ' in agriculture ( She’s an avid) gardener) 
■ or interior decorating, but “I live,one
■day at a time now; Idon’t make'any 
plans.” ■ ■

file. I didn’t do anything great in my 
ife, but maybe my children .will be 
able to do something for their home

land.” / ;/>>:...

■ll
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To Forget

• Is Not

To Forgive
v ^i I; By Lee Lescaze

NEW YORK—Marina Oswald Por
ter, hesitant and almost expression
less, held a press conference yester
day to boost sales of a book about her 
life and her first husband, Lee Harvey 
Oswald. The book, “Marina and Lee,’’ 
has a photograph of the couple inside 
a heart-shaped frame on the cover. It 
is, the jacket copy says, “A fascinating 
and richly detailed portrait of a man 
who was driven to kill and a woman 
who was determined to survive ”

,“My regret through the years has ... 
been immense;" Porter told the as
sembled reporters as photographers 
took picture after picture of the short, 
slim woman who is thinner how than 
she was when her husband assassi
nated President Kennedy in Dallas oh 
Nov. 22, 1983. “I can never forget or.. 
forgive What he (Oswald) did, to me 
and to my children, to the President • 
and his family, to the whole world," ’ 
she said. ■ ■ ■ tv7',’

She stood behind a lectern bristling 
with microphones and answered pa
tiently as reporters probed for a bit of A 
news or new psychosexual theory :

about the assassination that troubles 
Americans’ memories as perhaps no 
Other event has done. .

■■ "It was a sad life," she said when 
asked tp characterize her more than 
two years of marriage to Oswald.. “A ■ 
quite difficult marriage A .. and prob-' 
lems from a financial point of view 
that didn’t make things easier.” 
A “How do you feel about Oswald?" ' 

' reporters asked again and again.
“You forget with the years about 

the bad and troublesome times,” she . 
replied. But, when she read “Marina 
and Lee” for the first time two weeks . 
ago it made her angry at him.

A reporter remarked .that she .’ 
. seemed to know more about Oswald ■ 
from reading the book than from her? 
life with him. ■ ; . ? ? '

Porter, who - spent nearly.' seven .i 
months with the book’s author Pri’- ? । 
cilia-Johnson McMillan in 1964. ex-. , 

' ■plained again that she had forgotten !
■many of the bad times until she read7 i 
the book.

Reporters pressed; her to ■ say she?! 
feels hatred for Oswald. She agreed

a THE WASHINGTON POST? I

” Thursday, Oct. 13,1977 3 5

' .that some of what she feels could be 
•called hate.

A questioner reminded her that at 
? one time during her marriage to Os
wald she had felt a sexual aversion to 
him. Perhaps, he suggested, Oswald 
had killed Kennedy as a result df sex
ual frustration.

‘ Porter rejected the suggestion. '
■ Another reporter wondered whether 

Oswald had been jealous of Kennedy
■ because his wife admired the Presi- 

: dent He proposed that it had been a ■ 
triangle in Oswald’s mind with the । 
two men competing for her love. She 
did not take that theory seriously.

. Marina Porter rarely changed ex- 
. pression as she turned her head and 
stared at each questioner. Employees 
of Harper & Row, the publisher of 

■“Marina and Lee”, groaned at some of 
the questions. ';

’ When McMillan was responding. in 
a circuitous manner io a question 
about Oswalds mental; health, Os-

. wald’s widow broke in: “Nobody in his 
.right mind would kill someone;”

“Of course,” Porter responded when 
asked whether she ever thought of 
Kennedy’s widow, “I always feel sorry 
for a woman who loses her husband.” 
She explained that it is difficult for a 
woman alone to earn money and raise 
children.

: But, she was asked, didn’t she feel a 
special grief for Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis?
' “For her and for me, too,” Marina 
Porter replied levelly. “I’m sorry, but 
sometimes I do feel sorry for myself.”

, ' Her two children ask questions 
about their father, she told the press 
conference, and only then does she 
speak of him. “ They ask, ‘Did he ever 
play with me? Did he love me?’ and 
things like that,” she said.

A'reporter said that the children 
must face a ’ lot of questions from 

■ their schoolmates.
“What questions can they ask ; a 

child about a father’ he' doesn’t■ 
remember?” she replied. • , \

In a prepared statement, Porter 
said that anyone who reads “Marina.

and Lee’” “will see that the events of / 
Nov. 22, .1963, had to happen..It was . j - 
the final act of a slow, painful tragedy ; ’ 1 
that was our life together.” ’ > ?

■ She was unable to clarify at the • 1 
press conference why the assassina
tion "had to happen.” Her husband : 
had a violent temper and was a loner J ■, J 
who acted alone In killing Kennedy, • ? : i 
she said. But the 36-year-old woman, ; : ;
who will share in the book’s royalties, • ; j
made it clear that many of the details i ■ J
of her life with Oswald no longer ! ; - )
stand out in her memory. A Harper & •: 
Row spokesman refused; to say what 
percentage of the royalties she will

..set. ' ■■■ ;
After 30 minutes of'questioning^, f’ I 

with the. reporters’zeal to find fresh .? 
news or just to hear Marina Porter 
continue talking apparently undimin- • ; ;
ished, Harper & Row; editorrip-chief i
Buz Wyeth cut the press-conference ; ! 
off. A couple of the’ reporters and pho- ” 
tographers asked Porter for her auto- ? ■ 
graph before Wyeth could escort her 
from the room.. ' '!•. •./ ■. ' ■■ ;
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compromise bill and also the Cranston- 
Thurmond bill on the Renate side, I have 
been told and the reason I will not object 
is it has been said to the Members of the 
committee that the White House win sign 
the compromise veterans’ bill dealing 
with-rthe awarding of veterans’ benefits 
to those whose discharges are automati
cally upgraded under the Carter pro
gram.

Mr. BOLAND. Mr. Speaker, if the 
gentleman will yield, I personally am not 
privy to any such information from the 
White House myself. My understanding 
Is that the members of the Veterans’ 
Committee do have that assurance with 
respect to the authorization bill, S. 1307. 
That bill will be signed. In light of the 
circumstances. I urge that the House 
now recede from its insistence on the 
so-called Beard amendment.

Mr. BEARD of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank the gentleman and I do want to 
state the authors of the House bill. 
Sonny Montgomery, John Paul Ham- 
merschmidt and Ray Roberts have been 
assured by the White House that the 
President would sign it.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
for his patience.

Mr. BOLAND. Mr. Speaker, if the 
gentleman will yield further, I.thank the 
gentleman from Tennessee for his 
psitlsnco

Mr. COUGHLIN. Mr. Speaker, wiU the 
gentleman yield?

Mr. BEARD of Tennessee. I yield to \ 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania.

Mr. COUGHLIN. Mr. Speaker, the 
minority supports the majority position. 
This matter has been resolved all the 
way through.

(Mr. BEARD of Tennessee asked-and 
was given permission to revise and ex
tend his remarks.) "

Mr. BEARD of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
I withdraw my reservation of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle
man from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table.

AUTHORIZING SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS TO APPLY TO 

\ COURTS
Mr. MURPHY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 

by direction of the committee on Rules, 
I call up House Resolution 76Q and ask 
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol
lows:

H. Res. 760
Resolved, That for the purpose of carrying 

out H. Res. 222, Ninety-fifth Congress, when 
authorized by a majority of the committee 
or subcommittee members voting, a majority 
being present, the Select Committee on As
sassinations, or any subcommittee thereof, is 
authorized to make applications to courts; 
and to bring and defend lawsuits arising out 
of subpenas, orders immunizing witnesses 
and compelling them to testify, testimony or 
the production of evidence, and the failure 
to testify or produce evidence.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Murphy) 
for 1 hour.

Mr. MURPHY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield the usual 30 minutes for the 
minority to the distinguished gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Latta) for purposes of 
debate only, pending which I yield my
self such time as I may consume.

(Mr. MURPHY of Illinois asked and 
was given permission to revise and ex
tend his remarks.)

Mr. MURPHY of lUinols. Mr. Speaker, 
House Resolution 760 is a privileged reso
lution providing for 1 hour of debate in 
the House. This resolution gives the 
Select Committee on Assassinations au
thority to make applications to the courts 
and to bring and defend certain lawsuits. 
This authority may not be exercised un
less authorized by a majority of the 
committee or subcommittee members 
voting, a majority being present.

The select committee was created by 
House Resolution 222 to conduct a “full 
and complete” investigation on the 
deaths of John F. Kennedy, and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Under House Resolution 
222 the committee was given subpena 
power and the authority to grant im
munity.

House Resolution 433 extended the life 
of the select committee through the 95th 
Congress. This resolution originally con
tained language giving the select com
mittee authority “to bring, defend and 
intervene in lawsuits and make applica
tions to court.” However, this portion of 
House Resolution 433 was struck from 
the resolution by a floor amendment on 
March 30, 1977. It was felt that the au
thority sought by the committee was too 
broad with no limitations placed on the 
type of suits in which the committee 
might become Involved.

The current resolution seeks less au
thority than was originally requested by 
the select committee in House Resolution 
433. This resolution seeks no authority 
to intervene in lawsuits. Secondly, the 
authority to bring and defend lawsuits 
is clearly limited to certain types of law
suits arising out of subpenas, immunity 
orders, testimony, or the production of 
evidence, and the failure of a witness to 
testify or produce evidence.

House Resolution 760 would clarify the 
power of the select committee with re
gard to its authority to go to court. Al- 
thought House Resolution 222 granted 
the committee the power to obtain im
munity for witnesses under the appro
priate statutes of the United States, the 
power to “make applications to courts” 
was deleted from House Resolution 433. 
There is now some doubt as to whether 
the committee can still apply to courts 
for immunity orders. Without this clari
fication, the committee would be com
pelled to go to the House on a case-by- 
case basis whenever the committee 
needed to apply for a grant of immunity, 
or for any other authority to go to court 
such as to obtain access to grand jury 
minutes or to defend against a motion 
to quash a subpena. House Resolution 
760 should clarify this ambiguity.

House Resolution 760 was unanimously 
adopted by the Select Committee on As
sassinations. The Rules Committee re
ported the resolution out by unanimous 
voice vote. This resolution provides the

select committee with limited legal au
thority to conduct its investigation. I 
urge the adoption of House Resolution 
760.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my
self such time as I may consume.

(Mr. LATTA asked and was given per
mission to revise and extend his re
marks.)

Mf. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I agree with 
the statement just made by the dlstln- y 
gulshed gentleman from Illinois (Mr. ' 
Murphy) about House Resolution 760. 
The resolution, for example, would make 
it clear that the select committee may 
apply to a court for an order of immu
nity. But it is somewhat more limited 
than the authority that was sought on 
March 30, 1977 when the House, by a 
vote of 223 to 195, deleted certain lan- .; 
guage from House Resolution 433. The 
language deleted provided that,

For the purpose of carrying out H. Res. 
222, the select committee Is also authorized 
to bring, defend, and Intervene in lawsuits 
and make applications to courts.

Mr. Speaker, I might say the alterna- - 
tive, according to the proponents of this 
legislation, to the House granting the - 
select committee the limited power at 
this time to make application to the 
courts is that the select committee would 
have to cbme back to the House each 
and every time it sought an immunity 
order. <

In the Kennedy assassination investi
gation alone, the select committee has 
anticipated calling approximately 200 
witnesses, many of whom might request 
a grant of immunity before they would 
testify. This could require the House to 
schedule each of these grants of immu
nity for floor debate, possibly bn 150 sep
arate occasions. ,

According to the proponents of this 
resolution, this is what they are attempt
ing to prevent by virtue of the resolu
tion. '

Mr. MURPHY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Bauman), for purposes 
of debate only.

(Mr. BAUMAN asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re
marks.) j

Mr. BAUMAN. Mr. Speaker, on, 
March 30, when the House considered ? 
the latest resolution authorizing the con- ; 
tinuante of the Committee on Asssasina- \ 
tibns, the resolution then before us con- ! 
talned the following phrase:

For the purposes of carrying out House 
Resolution 222, the Select Committee- Is 
authorized to bring, defend and Intervene In . 
lawsuits and make applications to courts.

Mr. Speaker, I offered an amendment 
at that time to strike out that language, 
and on a rollcall vote, with 223 in favor, 
195 opposed, this broad authority Was 
stricken from the resolution. z

The reason I offered the amendment at 
that time—I think most Members will 
recall, and the majority of the House 
agreed—was the erratic behavior of the 
committee and its sensational activities - 
had cast In doubt whether or not the 
committee could properly handle such 
wide-ranging authority which at that
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time was unprecedented in the House of 
Representatives.., * ,

Mr. Speaker, since that time a similar 
authority for a House committee to go 
into the courts without full House ap
proval has been granted for the first 
time to the special Korean investigation 
that is being conducted. But still no other 
committee, standing or select, has the 
power to go into court for these purposes 
without first coming to the House.

Quite frankly, I discussed this matter 
with the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Stokes) at length. I read the remarks he 
put into the record explaining why he felt 
this was now necessary. But I would also 
point out that this committee has 
already the power under the House rules 
and the United States Code to issue sub- 
penas and to grant immunity to the wit
nesses that they may seek to compel to 
testify.

The thing that concerns me still is 
that, while this resolution before us. 
House Resolution 760, is described by the 
gentleman from Illinois as being limited 
in its scope, it does authorize the com
mittee to make applications to courts. I 
have no-idea exactly what that means. It 
does not sound to me to be a legal term 
of art. The resolution also says, without 
the committee, or its subcommittees, 
mind you, ever coming back to the House, 
they may compel witnesses to testify and 
to produce evidence.

Many of the Members have expressed 
grave concern that that kind of authority 
in the original resolution might lead to 
the calling of officials from the Attorney 
General’s office, the FBI, the CIA, since 
at one point the committee was threaten
ing to bring the Attorney General before 
the committee under subpena to testify.

Although the report says this power Is 
limited to legal proceedings regarding 
Immunity, and the remarks of the gentle
man from Ohio indicate it is to be limited 
to immunity, I still read this as'being a 
very wide-ranging authority for the 
majority of the select committe on its 
subcommittees so that there could be two 
or three Members of the House agreeing 
to bring contempt citations.

If they have many witnesses that need 
to be called, let us have them tell us what 
it is all about, and then we can have con
fidence that this power is needed. Other
wise we should let them come back to the 
House, as every other committee of the 
House must do, save the one conducting 
the Korean investigation, and seek such 
authority in each instance.

Mr. Speaker, I am afraid that, al
though the committee has demonstrated 
a greater responsibility in the last few 
months—at least I assume it has, be
cause they are saying nothing—the his
tory of the committee is such that I do 
not think we ought to change our.stand. 
I, therefore, oppose the resolution.

Mr. MURPHY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
for purposes of debate only, I yield 10 
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Stokes) .

(Mr. STOKES asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his 
remarks.)

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, the resolu
tion being debated today would, if 
adopted, clarify the power of the select

committee to use one aspect of the au
thority already part of the select com
mittee’s basic resolution. The new reso
lution makes it clear that the select com
mittee has the authority to make an ap
plication to a court to obtain a grant of 
immunity under the appropriate stat
utes of the United States. We are taking 
this action out of an abundance of cau
tion and out of a desire scrupulously to 
follow the limitations of our current res
olution and the essential requirements 
of due process. I note, too, that this 
power is ordinarily at the disposal of 
other investigative committees of the 
Congress.

I believe that a brief history of the 
scheduling of House Resolution 760 is 
illustrative, of the, necessity that the 
House pass it at this time. The com
mittee has a witness who was scheduled 
to appear, and the committee desires to 
interrogate this witness at the earliest 
possible time. To obtain the immunity 
that this witness requires before he will 
testify, House Resolution 760 was intro
duced. The Rules Committee by voice 
vote reported House Resolution 760 to the 
House Calendar. Almost 2 weeks have 
passed since the House first could have 
taken action on House Resolution 760. It 
has been scheduled numerous times for 
action on the floor but due to the press of 
other urgent business of the House, like 
the ERDA bill. House Resolution 760 
has not been brought up for vote until 
the present time. Consequently, the com
mittee's Investigation into the sensitive 
area where we believe this witness has 
Information has been completely stopped. 
As I have indicated, one of the reasons 
we desire the passage of House Resolu
tion 760 is the precise desire to avoid 
consuming excessive amounts of time on 
the floor of the House and to be able to 
proceed with our investigation without 
an undue delay due to awaiting action 
on the floor. The delay in voting on 
House Resolution 760, due to the other 
urgent business of the House, is a per
fect ilustration of the necessity that the 
House pass House Resoluion 760 today.

LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND

Mr. Speaker, an explanation of the 
need for this action requires some back
ground. In House Resolution 222, the 
House placed upon the select committee 
the duty of conducting "a full and com
plete investigation and study of the cir
cumstances surrounding the assassina
tion and death of President John F. 
Kennedy and the assassination and 
death of Martin Luther King, Jr.” The 
House also empowered the committee 
to subpena witnesses and grant immu
nity. In fulfilling this mandate, the com
mittee indeed expects to call a number 
of witnesses, some of whom may have 
to be granted, immunity from the use of 
their testimony in a prosecution against 
them.

But, under 18 U.S.C. 6005(a), to obtain 
immunity for such witness, a congres
sional committee, so authorized by its 
basic resolution, must apply to a Fed
eral district court for an order conferring 
immunity on the witness. It is probably 
already the case that the select commit
tee has been authorized to apply to a 
court for such an immunity order, be

cause the House Resolution 222 explicitly 
provides that—

The Select Committee shall be considered 
a committee of the House of Representatives 
for all purposes of law, including . . . sec
tions 6002 and 6005 of title 18, United States 
Code, ...

Since section 6005 requires applica
tions to courts for orders of immunity, 
it would seem to follow from the inclu
sion of this languge in the select com- 
mittee’s basic resolution that such appli
cations are authorized. .

Nevertheless, the special legislative 
history of House Resolution 433, the 
resolution that reconstituted the select 
committee, casts sonje doubt over the 
committee’s power to apply to a court 
for such an order. Originally, the com
mittee, in House Resolution 433, sought 
general authority to “bring, defend and 
intervene in lawsuits.” This portion of 
House Resolution 433 was deleted on the 
floor of the House. The effect this par
ticular deletion had on the general im
munity provision in House Resolution 
222 is what is at issue.
ALTERNATIVES IT HOUSE RESOLUTION 760 NOT 

' PASSED .

Were a witness to refuse to comply 
with a court’s immunity order compell
ing testimony before the committee, as 
well as defend a contempt charge on the 
ground that the rejection of the explicit 
language in House Resolution 433 au
thorizing the committee to go to court 
also affected the general authority 
granted by House Resolution 222 to seek 
immunity applications under section 
6005, the committee would face a difficult 
and troublesome legal issue. It is likely, A 
too, that an appellate court would not 
resolve this issue for several months, a 
period of time coming during the heart 
of the committee’s investigations. Were 
the resolution of the issue to go against - 
the select committee’s power, it would 
also seriously hinder the course of the 
investigation. While the lawsuit was 
pending, moreover, all witnesses appear
ing before the committee would also be 
in a position to frustrate the committee’s 
efforts to secure their testimony safe in 
the knowledge that the committee’s au
thority to proceed was in doubt because 
of the litigation. Obviously, this is a risk 
that the select committee cannot afford 
to run if we are to fulfill the mandate 
the House has given us.

If the committee cannot secure this 
clarification of its power, our work will 
not, of course, come to an end. But if it 
is to go forward, it will be necessary for 
the committee to return to the House 
floor on a case-by-case basis for each 
immunity application, something that 
other committees of the House do not 
have to do and something that we do hot 
believe that the House Intended when 
House Resolution 222 was amended. We 
can reasonably foresee that during the 
most difficult period of our investigation, ' 
immunity applications might be a week
ly or even biweekly occurrence. Obvious
ly, what is at stake here is more than the 
power of the committee. The efficient 
operation of the House calendar is also 
called into question, since it would be ex
tremely time consuming for the commit-
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tee to seek specific authority on the fioor 
of the House to go to court to implement 
each of the committee’s individual votes 
to grant immunity to particular wit
nesses. Obviously, too, if the House were 
on recess the investigation would remain 
in limbo pending the return of the 
Members.

GRAND JURY ILLUSTRATION

There are additional reasons for request
ing the specific authorizing language we 
seek rather than for a resolution nar
rowly authorizing the committee to make 
an application in immunity situations. 
The committee has already been con
fronted with a limited number of other 
situations where it is necessary to make 
other types of applications to courts.. For 
example, the committee presently needs 
access to certain grand jury minutes. We 
do not believe that the prosecutive agen
cies involved would object; but we know 
that they would want the committee to 
seek court permission, too. This is the 
proper legal way to proceed. It would be 
unseemly for us to act in any other 
fashion.

BRINGING AND DEFENDING LAWSUITS

In addition to granting the committee 
unequivocal authority to make applica
tions for immunity or grand jury tran
scripts, the new resolution also specifical
ly authorizes the committee to bring and 
defend lawsuits arising out of subpenas, 
immunity orders, testimony, or the fail
ure of a witness to testify. This author
ity is narrowly related to issues touching 
on testimony or the production of evi- 

r dence before the committee. For example, 
it insures that the committee has the au
thority to defend a motion to quash that 
may be filed against one of its subpenas. 
The committee has an absolute defense 
against such a motion based upon the 
speech and - debate clause; this provi
sion guarantees the committee authority 
to appear in court to assert that defense.

It would also enable the committee to 
. go to a court to obtain a civil contempt 

order against a witness who had een or
dered to testify by a court, but had not 
compiled with it. The witness would be 
in violation of a court order, but to ob
tain the witness’ testimony,' it may only 
be necessary to clarify the order or call 
the judge’s attention to the fact that a 
witness had not obeyed his order. The 
resolution would give the committee this 
authority; it would not supplant the role 
of the House in any criminal contempt 
proceeding, since pursuant to statute, 
criminal contempt proceedings would 
still have to be referred to the full House 
for certification.

- • COMPARISON WITH 443

The power to bring suit is not some- 
. thing that could be exercised by staff 
members without careful committee su
pervision. No power is sought to roam, 
far .and wide conducting our investiga
tion by lawsuit rather than by carefully 
planned hearings—something that those 
who voted to delete general litigation au
thority in House Resolution 433 legiti
mately feared. For example, under the 
deleted authority in House Resolution 
433, the committee could have intervened 
in a freedom of information suit brought

by a citizen against the Archives for ac
cess to the Kennedy autopsy materials. 
No such power for the committee would 
be granted by the current resolution.

The authority could only be exercised 
by a majority of the committee or sub
committee members voting, a majority 
being present. It is certainly a much 
more restrictive and controlled author
ity than that which was deleted from 
Hohse Resolution 433.

SENATE AND KOREAN PRECEDENT

The authority is necessary because 
committees cannot go to court to defend 
themselves unless they are specifically 
authorized to do so by resolution of the 
full House. Reed v. County Commission
ers, 277 U.S. 376 (1928). Here it is signifi
cant to note that in response to the Reed 
case, the Senate passed a special resolu
tion authorizing all . Senate committees 
to petition courts for relief. See Senate 
Resolution 262, 70th-Congress, 1st ses
sion 1928. There is no comoarable reso
lution that exists for the House. Conse
quently, each committee must be indi
vidually so authorized, as the Korean 
Committee has been under its resolution. 
See House Resolution 252. Indeed, the 
powers granted the Korean Committee 
in section 6 of its resolution are broader 
than those we seek. This last point is 
particularly significant. It was thought 
that powers such as these were unprec
edented when House Resolution 222 was 
considered. Now that the Korean Com
mittee has found it necessary and help
ful to have powers of this character of a 
general nature, the narrow authority 
sought by this committee should not be 
refused.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution will clar
ify and grant the committee the nar
rowly drawn legal authority it needs to 
accomplish what the House has man
dated. It is a necessary power for any 
investigative committee to have to per
form a competent and complete investi
gation. Having authorized the commit
tee, and funded it, the House clearly has 
demonstrated its commitment to a seri
ous investigation. To deny the commit
tee sufficient legal authority to perform 
its task would make a mockery out of the 
“full and complete” investigation man
dated by House Resolution 222.1 hope it 
will receive the favorable attention of 
the House.

Mr. Speaker, as I have stated, the abil
ity of the committee to be able to grant 
use Immunity for a witness is crucial to 
the success of the committee’s investiga
tion. I have a legal memorandum written 
on the origins .of the use immunity con
cept and its key role in any successful 
investigation. I include in the Record : 
the memorandum which I have referred 
to. : '

' - - ■ September 19, 1977.
Memorandum .

To: Select Committee Members. -
From: O. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel and 

Director.
Re: Use Immunity and the Congressional In

vestigatory Process. .: ...
The congressional fact finding process re

quires many legal tools. It Is not enough 
that a congressional committee charged with 
a sensitive and difficult investigation has 
the power to compel the attendance of wit

nesses and the production of documents. Al
though witnesses' may be forced to attend, 
they may not be compelled to testify con
trary to their privilege against self-lncrlml- 
natlon. Immunity is a means to procure a 
witness’ testimony by guaranteeing that that 
testimony will not be used to incriminate the 
witness.

The immunity mechanism has deep his
torical roots, has been Widely used by the 
Congress, and has proven most useful in un
tangling complicated conduct Involving 
criminal wrong-doing. The Ervin Conunittee, 
for example, in' investigating presidential 
campaign activities and the 1972 Watergate 
breakin conferred Immunity on twenty-seven 
witnesses. The testimony of two of those 
immunized, Jean Dean and Jeb Stuart Ma
gruder, may have been the single most Im
portant factor leading to. the breaking of 
the Watergate case”.1

The statute under which Immunity was 
granted by the Ervin Committee was enacted 
in 1970 as part of the Organized Crime Con
trol Act.1 It was a "use Immunity" statute; 
it replaced a hodgepodge of fifty separate 
Federal statutes that provided for blanket or 
"transactional immunity". The 1970 law 

. provides “no-testimony or other information’ 
compelled under the (court) order (or any 
Information directly. or indirectly derived 
from such testimony or other Information) 
many be used against the witness in any 
criminal case, except a prosecution for per
jury, giving-a false statement, or otherwise 
falling to comply with the order".1

This statute presently governs the granting 
of Immunity by Congress and its Committees.. 
It also regulates grand juries and adminis
trative agencies. Its legal roots run deep In 
English and American law. To Understand • 
the scope and limitations on Congress' im
munity power under the statute, reference 
must be made to the history behind the con-- 
cept of “use immunity” and its place : in 
American criminal law. • .... .. ■;
I. HISTORY OP THE DUTY TO TESTIFY AND THE. 

PRIVILEGE AGAINST SELF-INCRIMINATION .
; ■ ; • A. The duty to testify . . .

Use immunity Is merely a constitutional _ 
equivalent of the Fifth Amendment priv
ileges against self-incrimination. The Fifth 
Amendment states:

“No person shall be . . . compelled in any 
criminal case, to be a witness against him
self. . . ." ‘ .

This right against self-lncrlmlnation coun-, 
terbalances the duty of every witness to pro
vide testimony. The right to maintain silence 
is best seen as an exception to a general duty ■ 
to speak. The legal duty to speak is basic '- 
to and arose with the modern Anglo-Amerl- _ 
can system of justice. Until the Sixteenth 
Century "witnesses”, as we know them to
day, were not used in English trials.1 Jurors 
were supposed to find the facts based on their 
own self-acquired knowledge. Indeed, the 
pure witness—the Individual unrelated to- 
either:party who merely happened.to have 
relevant information—ran the substantial 
risk of a suit for maintenance if he volun- 
teered to testify.11 The situation became un
workable as litigation became more complex 
and juries became less and less able to resolve 
factual disputes on their own. Finally, in the 
Statute of Elizabeth in 1563,7 provision was ' 
made for compulsory process for witnesses in " 
civil cases. The enactment of this statute al
leviated the risk of a suit for maintenance, 
for "what a man does by compulsion of law ■ '
cannot be called maintenance”. ■

The Stat, of Elizabeth, by allowing a party 
to compel a witness to attend a hearing, only 
made it possible to testify freely; it Imposed: 
no duty to testify. Nevertheless, the step 
from right to duty was short, and It was soon 
taken. By 1612, Sir Francis Bacon in the:

Footnotes at end of article.
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Countess of Shrewsbury's Trial was able to 
assert confidently ■> . r

"You must know that all subjects, witbout 
distinction of degrees, owe to the King trib
ute and service, not only of their deed and 
land, but of their knowledge and discovery. 
If there be anything that Imports the King’s 
service they ought themselves undemanded 
to impart it; much more, if they be called 
and examined, whether it be of their own 
fact or of another’s, they ought to make 
direct answer"0

For more than three centuries it thus has 
been a maxim of Indubitable certainty that 
the "public has a right to everyman’s evi
dence’’.10 “When the cause of justice requires 
the investigation of the truth,” as Wigmore 11 
put it, “no man has knowledge that is rightly 
private."

This principle, steadfastly adhered to over 
the past three hundred and fifty years, was 
resoundingly affirmed by the Supreme Court 
as recently' as the "Watergate case”. On 
March 1, 1974, seven presidential staff mem
bers were indicted for conspiracy to obstruct 
justice and other offenses relating to Water
gate. On April 18, the District Court on mo
tion of the Special Prosecutor Issued a. sub
poena duces tecum to the Preident of the 
United. States, directing him to produce In 
advance of the September j- trial certain 

’ specified tapes and documents: Citing Execu
tive privilege, the President refused. ...

On July 24, the day the House Judiciary 
Committee began its final, public debate on 
proposed articles of Impeachment, the Su
preme Court held unequivocally that not 
even the President may eschew his duty to 
provide evidence. As the Court stated, “The 
very Integrity of the judicial system and pub
lic confidence in the system depend on a full 
disclosure of all the facts ... To ensure that 
justice is done, it Is Imperative to the func- 
tion of courts that compulsory process be 
available for the production, of evi
dence . . ,”u

The Court, in rejecting the President’s 
privilege in this case, reaffirmed the ancient 
proposition of. law, "(T)he public . . . has a 
right to every man’s evidence except for those 
persons protected by a constitutional, com
mon law, or statutory privilege.” “ Executive 
privilege was found to be too general and ill- 
defined a concept to offset the testimonial 
duty in a criminal case. .

B. The privilege against self-incrimination
As the Watergate case reflects, the histori

cal duty to testify is not absolute; it may be 
qualified by certain distinct privileges, the 
most Important being the privilege against 
self-lncrlmlnatlon. The origins of this privi
lege, however, are unclear. The history of the 
privilege begins with the hated practice of 
the oath ex officio mero." This oath was one 
abuse characteristic of heresy trials In the 
ecclesiastical courts and then of the Infamous 
Star Chamber, which took its rules of proce
dure from ecclesiastical law The emotional 
reaction which accompanied abolution of the 
oath ultimately halted the use of such In
criminating Interrogation in the common law 
courts.

Until the early Seventeenth Century, how
ever, when the long battle between King and 
Parliament began, no serious and successful 
objection had been made to the oath ex 
officio. Under proper circumstances, the canon 
law upheld It.12 Nevertheless, through the in
fluence of Lord Coke, a change occurred By 
1615. the power of the ecclesiastical court to 
use the oath ex officio in any penal inquiry 
had been ended by decisions of the common 
law courts.10 The Star Chamber and Its simi
lar practice were the next to go. As a direct 
result: of public Indignation at the Lilburn 
Trial,™ where the ■ defendant was ordered 
pilloried and whipped for failure to respond 
to the oath, Parliament abolished both the 
oath and the Chamber itself.1’'

Footnotes at end of article.

Before the Star Chamber, Lilburn himself 
had not claimed a privilege against self- 
Incriminatlon, but merely that the proper 
presentment had not been made, a present
ment necessary before the oath could be law
fully administered. After the cause had tri
umphed, however, the distinction was soon 
lost or Ignored. The oath Itself had come to 
be associated with the Stuart tyranny. De
tails were forgotten.1’ Repeatedly claimed, 
then assumed for argument, finally by the 
end of the reign of Charles II, there was no 
longer any doubt of its general application.20 
No one at any time in any English court 
could be compelled to accuse himself. It was 
cut of this history and the experience of the 
colonists with the Royal Governors that the 
privilege ultimately found its way Into our 
Bill of Rights In the Fifth Amendment.21

The modern privilege against self-incrimi
nation applies to both Federal and state pro
ceedings.22 Any question the answer to which 
would furnish a link in a chain of evidence21 
which would incriminate the witness need 
not be answered "unless he chooses to speak 
In the unfettered exercise of his own will”.21 
The privilege applies not only at trial but 
also in any circumstance of official interroga
tion.20 Only testimonial utterances fall with
in its scope.20 The privilege is personal; It 
may not be claimed to protect another.” In 
addition,: It protects only .natural persons; 
corporations20 or unions20.may not claim Ite 
protection. The privilege may be waived by 
the recitation of incriminating facte;20 the 
law requires its waiver when an accused tes
tifies in his own behalf at a criminal trial.21

Generally, it must be asserted to be 
claimed. Otherwise, It is waived. For the 
privilege is “merely an option of refusal not 
a prohibition of inquiry”.22

Like the duty to testify, the privilege 
against self-lncrimlnation is not an absolute. 
It is out of the conflict of this privilege with 
the duty to testify that the concept of im
munity developed.
n. HISTORICAL DVELOPMENT OF THE IMMUNITY 
’ grant: a substitute for the privilege

AGAINST SELF-INCRIMINATION
In England, it was only a comparatively 

short time after the privilege against self- 
lncrlmlnatlon had matured before various 
techniques to mitigate Ite impact on the ad
ministration of justice developed. The first 
reliable example occurred In the Trial of Lord 
Chancellor Macclesfield in 1725.22 The Chan
cellor had been guilty of traffic In public 
offices. An act was passed to immunize pres
ent Masters In Chancery so that their testi
mony could be compelled. Once the present 
“criminality” legally attaching to their ac
tions was effectively “taken away" by the 
statute, their privilege against self-incrlml- 
natlon. “ceased” to exist.22 What Parliament 
found It could thus do with Ite amnesty pow
ers, the King's prosecutors soon learned they 
could accomplish by the tendering of Royal 
pardons. The tradition In English law of per
mitting the privilege to be thus annulled 
stands even today unquestioned.22

The American colonists not only brought 
with them the privilege against self-Incrimi
nation, but they also adopted these various 
techniques. As early as 1807 in the treason 
trial of Aaron Burr, President Jefferson at
tempted to give an executive pardon to one 
of the witnesses against Burr.20 The witness 
refused the pardon, but testified anyway The 
right of a witness to refuse a pardon, and 
thus defeat the technique, was not clearly 
established until 1915, when the supreme 
Court upheld the right of a grand jury wit
ness to turn down an executive pardon from 
President Wilson.” In the intervening years, 
the cloud that existed over the pardon tech
nique because of the Burr trial directed the 
chief attention of the law toward the legis
latively authorized Immunity grant.

Congress first adopted a compulsory Im
munity statute in 1857.10 Legally, no attack

was successfully mounted upon it. Neverthe
less, its operation was hardly successful, since 
It automatically protected against prosecu
tion any matter about which any witness 
testified before Congress. It constituted Con
gress' first broadscale experimentation with 
transactional immunity. •

• “For five years, rascals and scalawags of 
various stripes journeyed with celerity to 
Congress to confess and thus receive an 'im
munity bath’ that cleansed them, if not of 
their sins, at least of legal culpability for 
crimes committed."20 - .

As Alan Barth described it:
“The investigating committees became, 

during the brief period the law was in force, 
a kind of bargain-basement confessional 
where easy absolution could be secured.”20

One individual who had stolen two million 
dollars in bonds from the Interior Depart
ment had himself called before Congress, 
where he testified to a matter, relating to the 
bonds and was immunized.21 Obviously, this 
was an Intolerable situation, and the statute 
was soon repealed. In its place the Immunity 
Statute of 186222 was enacted. The new 
statute did not grant immunity from pros
ecution; it merely purported to protect the 
witness from having his testimony subse
quently used against him. Six years later the 
statute was broadened to cover judicial pro
ceedings.22 After being upheld by lower Fed
eral courts,21 relying on an. early New York 
decision,22 the statutory scheme finally, 
reached the Supreme Court in Counselmen 
v. Hitchcock in 1892.2’

The Court refused to uphold the relevant 
elements of the 1882 Act. It noted that the 
statute to be upheld would have to afford a 
protection coextensive with the privilege.2’ 
The statute only barred the use of the state
ments made, not the use . of leads derived 
from those statements. But the Fifth Amend
ment offered, the Court felt, protection to the 
witness against not only his testimony being 
used against him, but also leads or “fruits” 
of that testimony being so used, since a wit
ness need not testify at all about matters 
that might incriminate him, even indirectly. 
To be constitutional then, an immunity 
statute had to protect a witness to the same 
degree that the Fifth Amendment protected 
him, i.e., it had to bar the use of the com
pelled testimony as well as the fruits of that 
testimony. The Court recognized this when 
it stated the protection under the statute 
in question was inadequate because, “It 
could not, and would not, prevent the use 
of his testimony to search out other testi
mony to be used In evidence against 
him. ...”•’•

Nevertheless, there was' language in the 
opinion that went beyond this narrow hold
ing. The Court indicated at one point, "In 
view of the constitutional provision, a statu- 

- tory enactment, to be valid, must afford 
absolute Immunity against prosecution for 
the offense to which the question relates.”20 
Counselmen was read from thereon to mean 
that a statutory grant of immunity to be 
constitutional must be absolute, or in other 
words, cover the whole "transaction” under
lying the testimony, not just the testimony 
Itself or Ite fruits.

In response to the Counselmen decision. 
Congress amended various immunity provi
sions In the Federal Criminal Code, so that 
they provided “transactional” Instead of 
"use” immunity. In Brown v. Wdlker,M the 
validity of this device was presented once 
again to the Supreme Court. The Court, by 
a closely divided vote, sustained the consti
tutionality of transactional Immunity. The 
Court held that once the criminality attach
ing by law to the actions of the witness was 
removed by another law the privilege ceased 
to operate. The dissenters suggested that the 
privilege was intended to accord to the wit
ness an absolute right of silence designed to 
protect not only from criminality, but also 
disgrace or Infamy, something no legislative
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immunity could eliminate. The majority, re
lying on English history, rejected this propo
sition.

Since Brown v. Walker, the basic principle 
of the Immunity grant has not been success
fully challenged. But It Is Interesting to note 
that Congress neglected to alter the Im
munity provision relating to Congress until 
1954, when it provided for transactional im
munity to witnesses testifying concerning 
"attempts tn Interfere with or endanger the 
national security or defense of the United 
States by treason, sabotage, espionage, or the 
overthrow of Its government by force or vio
lence”.11 This and other similar grants were 
subsequently sustained.”

The view that transactional Immunity was 
constitutionally mandated remained until 
the Supreme Court's 19.64 decision In Murphy 
v. Waterfront Commission.6* In that case, the 
Court held immunity conferred by a state 
prevented the Federal government from us
ing compelled testimony or Information de
rived from it In a later criminal prosecution. 
The Court thus'implied, contrary to Counsel
men, that the constitutional privilege against 
self-lncrlmlnatlon was adequately preserved 
if the witness was protected against direct or 
derivative use of his compelled testimony. 
The Court suggested that the Fifth Amend
ment privilege would be sufficiently preserved 
by using the doctrine of suppression of the 
fruit of the poisonous tree, an analogy bor
rowed from the test for suppressing illegally 
obtained evidence in Fourth Amendment 
cases.”

The Court's view in Murphy was embodied 
in the current immunity statute,” which 
the Brown Commission,” after an exhaustive 
and thorough survey of the relevant case 
law and an analysis of the policy arguments, 
included In its proposed Organized Crime 
Control Act. The Act passed by an over
whelming majority of both Houses in 1970.” 
Subsequent to passage in the Congress, simi
lar statutes were passed in Louisiana, Ohio 
and Arizona.

Even before Federal enactment, states had 
been experimenting with similar use im
munity statutes. Such statutes were sus
tained by the Supreme Court at the same 
time as the Federal law was upheld.” Such 
statutes have recently won the recommenda
tion of the National Advisory Committee on 
Criminal Justice Standards and Goals.”

In Kastigar v. U.S.,K the Supreme Court 
upheld the constitutionality of this use im
munity statute. The Court offered a two
fold rationale. First, it concluded that "use 
Immunity" was coextensive with the Fifth 
Amendment since it placed a witness In pre
cisely the same position he would have been 
in under the Fifth Amendment, lie., his 
testimony, even though compelled, could not 
be used In any way to Incriminate him. Thus 
the Court reasoned:

(P)rotectlon coextensive with the privilege 
is the degree of protection which the Consti
tution requires. Transactional Immunity 
which affords full immunity from prosecu
tion for the offense to which the compelled 
testimony relates, affords the witness con
siderably broader protection than does the 
Fifth Amendment privilege. The privilege 
has never been construed to mean that one 
who invokes it cannot subsequently be prose
cuted. Its sole concern is to afford protection 
against being 'forced to give testimony lead
ing to the infliction of "penalties affixed to 
. . . criminal acts”.' Immunity from the use 
of compelled testimony and evidence derived 
directly and Indirectly therefrom affords this 
protection. It prohibits the prosecutorial au
thorities from using the compelled testimony 
in any respect, and It therefore insures that 
the testimony cannot lead to the Infliction 
of criminal penalties on the witness.”

Second, the Court determined that "use 
Immunity" provided a resolution of the con-
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filet between the duty to testify and the 
privilege against self-lncrlmlnation that was 
more consonant with the realities of law 
enforcement than was transactional im
munity. The Court stated:

"Immunity statutes, which have historical 
roots deep in Anglo-American Jurisprudence, 
are not incompatible (with the values of the 
self-incrimlnatlon clause). Bather they seek 
a rational accommodation between the Im
peratives of the privilege and the legitimate 
demands of government to compel citizens 
to testify. The existence of these statutes 
reflects the Importance of testimony, and the 
fact that many offenses are of such a charac
ter that the only persons capable of giving 
useful testimony are those Implicated In 
the crime.” "

In short, the Court found that use immu
nity was not only equivalent to the Fifth 
Amendment privilege but was also better 
suited to the alms of the criminal Justice 
system.

When the Brown Commission and the 
Kastigar Court opted' for use Immunity as a 
solution to the conflict between the duty to 
testify and the privilege against self-lncrlml
nation, those bodies were not-importing a 
foreign Jurisprudential concept. The notion 
that testimony or statements may be ex
tracted for one purpose to satisfy an overrid
ing principle but may not be used to prose
cute the witness is firmly embedded in the- 
American criminal law. ,

For Instance, in the case of a suppression 
hearing concerning UlegaUy obtained evi
dence the Court has made clear that any tes
timony provided by the defendant cannot.be 
used at the subsequent trial. The analogy 
with the normal immunity situation Is ap
posite. As the Court noted in Simmons v- • 
U.S.a a defendant wishing to establish 
standing must do so at the risk that the 
words which he utters may later be used to 
incriminate him. In this situation, the Court, 
in order to provide the defendant with an 
opportunity to testify concerning' possibly 
illegally obtained evidence, grants "use" im
munity for any such evidence elicited.”

Similarly, Congress and the courts have 
prevented the use of testimony garnered at 
incompetency hearings from being used at 
trial against the defendant.” And the Federal' 
Fules have forbidden the use of the with
drawn guilty plea by the prosecution at 
trial.” Again, in these instances, resort was 
made to a use immunity mechanism to obtain 
testimony necessary to fulfill a particular 
policy Interest where that testimony might 
otherwise not have been given becauss of Its 
Incriminating nature.

HI. POLICY ADVANTAOBS OP VSS OVES 
TRANSACTIONAL. IMMUNITY

An effective investigation requires the 
power to grant immunity. Under the present 
federal statute, Congress has access to use 
immunity. Aside from its constitutional ra
tionale, there are several policy advantages. . 
of use over transactional Immunity. Use 
immunity more effectively respects Inter and. 
Intra-government relations. Use Immunity 
does not Interfere with administrative regu
lation by preventing the Imposition of civil 
penalties and forfeitures. Under some cir
cumstances, It promotes the defendant's 
Sixth Amendment rights to compulsory proc
ess of witnesses. And most Importantlyit 
more effectively than Its counterpart pro
motes witness cooperation.
A. Use immunity preserves comity between 

state ana federal jurisdictions
The present immunity statute- reconciles 

federal and state power. The power of state 
governments to grant Immunity only reaches 
the testimony compelled or its fruits, even 
if the statute under which it is granted is 
a transactional Immunity statute. Murphy 
v. Waterfront Commission,” held that the 
constitutional privilege against self-In
crimination under federal as well as state

law and a federal witness against incrimina
tion under state, as. well as federal law. At 
that time a great majority of state statutes 
in states which had Immunity legislation ' - 
were "transactional” In nature. The Court 
held that the constitutional rule required 
that a state witness may not be compelled 
to give testimony which may be incrimi
nating under federal law unless the com
pelled testimony and its fruits could not be 
used in any manner by federal officials in 
connection with a criminal prosecution 
against him. In essence then, the Court / 
found that "use" Immunity was constitu
tionally sufficient to accommodate the In
terests of state and federal governments In 
Investigating and prosecuting crime. It al
lowed the states to carry out their law en
forcement responsibilities without unduly 
entrenching on ongoing federal Investiga
tions. As Justice Goldberg concluded:

"This exclusionary rule, while permitting 
the states to secure Information necessary ’ : 
for effective law enforcement, leaves the wit- >/ 
ness and the Federal Government In sub- . ’ / - 
stantially the same position as If the wit
ness had claimed his privilege in the absence 
of immunity.”" - . <1

The implication of Murphy, ot course, is 
that federal prosecuting agencies should be -- . 
barred from granting transactional immu-- 
nlty;. which, would Interfere with state prose- ~ 
cutions. One would assume such a result on 
grounds of comity If nothing else. Neverthe- . 
less, an earlier Supreme Cqurt opinion leaves - 
this In doubt. In Adams v. State of Mary
land,“ the Court allowed a congressional. 
grant of Immunity under a federal trans
actional statute to abort a state prosecu
tion. Under the Adams opinion, it is possible

. for a federal agency, either legislative or exec- : . 
utive, to Interfere with Independent state 
prosecutions by providing a blanket Immu
nity order to a federal witness. Under the 
present federal use immunity statute, such 
& result Is not possible since only the federal 
witness’testimony and Its fruits are barred < 
from use in state courts.
B. Use immunity does not interfere with 

executive and congressional investigative 
responsibilities ■
Unlike transactional Immunity, which pro

hibits the government from prosecuting a 
witness for the entire transaction about 1 
which he testifies, use immunity bars only 
the direct and indirect use of the testimony - 
against that witness. As a result, use Im- ”" . 
munlty does not Interfere with the executive j 
branch's ability to prosecute the witness so 
long as the prosecutor can demonstrate that 
any testimony used against the witness was 
obtained Independently of the immunized 
testimony.™ The prosecutor can, of course, 
meet this burden by sealing all evidence in 
his possession and delivering that evidence 
to the court prior to the time that the Im- - 
munlzed testimony Is to be given. In fact, 
this procedure was successfully followed by 
the Special Prosecutor’s Office In advance of 
John Dean’s Immunized testimony before 
the Ervin Committee. Based on the sealed 
evidence. Dean decided to plead guilty. ' - I

Similarly, under the current immunity 
statute, the executive branch cannot Inter
fere with the activities of its legislative, 
counterpart in granting immunity.11 Thus, 
If 10 days notice is given the Attorney Gen- ’ 
eral and the appropriate committee ot Con
gress approves the Immunity application by. ' 
a two-thirds vote, the court must grant the ~~ j 
legislative request to bestow the witness with 
immunity regardless of any policy arguments . 
to the contrary made - by the executive / 
branch.™ 1

Such a proscription could not be main- j 
talned under a transactional immunity stat- I
ute. Transactional Immunity operates like a (
pardon. It prohibits the future prosecution of . 
the individual. Traditionally, the pardon: ,
power has been exercised only by the Execu
tive. The executive branch Is responsible for j
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investigating and prosecuting wrongdoers. 
Such a broad-based power to abort prosecu
tion of wrongdoers should only be exercised 
by the highest official responsible for carry
ing out the prosecutive responsibility. On a 
more pragmatic level, only the executive Is 
in a position to know the full implication of 
a pardon on ongoing or potential prosecu
tions.

Hypothetically, under a transactional im
munity statute. Congress could exercise a 
power to pardon by granting Immunity and 
effectively aborting criminal prosecutions. To 
prevent such a transfer of constitutional 
power and Interference with duties of the 
Executive, the Executive would have to be 
granted a veto over Congress’ deployment 
of transactional immunity.

The dangers of such a limitation, how
ever, are readily apparent. It is only neces
sary to recall the Senate Watergate investi
gation. A presidential veto on the Ervin 
Committee’s use of immunity for John Dean 
and other witnesses would have prevented 
the true story of Watergate from coming 
out. The converse is also true. The possi
bility- exists under transactional immunity 
for congressional committees acting on cor
rupt motives to prevent executive prosecu
tions.

Use immunity, of course, obviates the need 
for an executive veto. By allowing the Con
gress to wield immunity power without exec
utive Interference, it respects the division of 
authority and separation of powers between 
the various branches. With use immunity, 
congressional investigating committees are 
free to make Important immunity decisions 
without being dominated by a fear of abort
ing an independent executive Investigation. 
In addition, by restricting the immunity only 
to the testimony and fruits compelled, both 
branches are prevented from employing im
munity for corrupt purposes.
C. Use immunity does not interfere with ad

ministrative regulation by foreclosing the 
imposition of civil penalties and forfeitures 
Transactional immunity has traditionally 

been interpreted to prohibit not only crimi
nal proceedings. but also the exaction of 
civil penalties and forfeitures. For example, 
in one case, authorities were unable to sus
pend the license of an Inattentive co-pllot 
after transactional immunity had been 
granted for testimony relating to an airplane 
crash.” Use Immunity does not carry with 
It such a prohibition. The courts are unwill
ing to include within the scope of its pro
tection a bar against use of immunized 
testimony in proceedings to impose civil 
penalties.”
D. Use immunity promotes defendant's Sixth 

Amendment right to compulsory process 
for obtaining witnesses
Ironically, there are some circumstances 

in which not even the defendant’s interest is 
served by transactional immunity. A defend
ant has a Sixth Amendment right to use 
compulsory process to produce witnesses in 
his favor. It has been held under both use 
and transactional immunity statutes, how
ever, that a defendant has no constitution
al right to confer immunity upon a defense 
witness who exercises his privilege not to 
give testimony that is self-Incriminating.” 
Immunity can only be conferred by those 
agencies granted that power by statute. 'A 
prosecutor or a court would be extremenly 
reluctant to confer Immunity on a witness 
in such a situation if the grant amounted to 
pardon for all crimes testified to by the wit
ness. Therefore the defendant’s interest in 
compelling a witness' testimony is better 
served In this case by use immunity. A pro
secutor will be less inclined to oppose im
munity for the defendant’s witnesses if the 
effect Is merely to prevent prosecution based 
on the testimony or leads derived from that 
testimony.

E. Use immunity promotes witness 
, cooperation

Immunity Is granted solely for the pur
pose of obtaining testimony. By this criteria, 
use is preferable to transactional Immunity 
because only uss immunity has a built-In 
Incentive for the witness to testify with as 
much detail as possible.

Since transactional Immunity prohibits 
prosecution tor any criminal activities men
tioned in the witness’ testimony, the wit
ness has no incentive to testify to anything 
beyond his general Involvement in the crimes 
for which he seeks immunity. The reluctant 
witness may provide the government with 
some evidence, but not enough to sustain a 
conviction. Although the witness would still 
be subject to the contempt sanction, this 
remedy is effective only if the government 
can establish that the witness is still with
holding information.” '

Use immunity, on the other hand, carries 
an Inherent Incentive for an immunized wit
ness to furnish the details of his criminal 
activity. Since use immunity imposes a bur
den on the prosecution to demonstrate that 
all of the evidence it Introduces against an 
immunized witness was obtained Independ
ently of the Immunized testimony, the wit
ness vastly increases the prosecutor’s bur
den by Including more and more Information 
in his testimony. In short, a witness’ pro
tection under use Immunity is only as good 
as his testimony is detailed. Thus, John 
Dean, having been granted use immunity by 
the Senate Watergate Committee, sought to 
erect a shield against subsequent prosecu
tion by furnishing the Committee with one 
of the most richly detailed accounts even 
glvsn a congressional investigative commit
tee.”

CONCLUSION
Use immunity gives the Congress an effec

tive investigative tool. It has deep historical 
roots In Anglo American Jurisprudence and 
In our system of criminal Justice. The Con
gress can be confident that use immunity 
under the statute, more effectively than any 
other form of immunity, accomplishes the 
purpose of the immunity grant—obtaining 
testimony. It does so not only by fulfilling 
its constitutional responsibility to be coex
tensive with the Fifth Amendment privilege 
against self-incrlminatlon, but also by re
specting the separation of power between 
the Executive and Congress, and the rela
tion between the states and the federal 
government.
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Use immunity also brings with It the rec
ommendations of scholars. In analyzing the 
constitutional demands of the privilege 
against self-incrlminatlon, Wigmore In his 
treatise noted that the initial Judicial analy
sis before Counselmen was sound concerning
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the constitutional meaning'of use Immunity 
statutes

The constitutional efficacy of *use» 
statutes was well expounded in early 
opinions, written at a period nearer to the 
era of constitution-making when the cob
webs of artificial fantasy had not begun to 
obscure its plain meanings •' Wigmore. 
Evidence 3rd Ed p 523

These sentiments were echoed in McCor
mack In analyzing the rejection bv Counsel- 
men of the analysis of use immunity by 
Judge Denio in People v Kelly As the legal 
scholar put it

“Surety .Counselmen. was a wrong 
turning at a critical point Perhaps few, de
cisions in history have resulted In freeing 
more rascals from punishment Surely 
protection .from use plus fruits, is ail that 
■ should! reasonably be demanded and 
the Insistence upon complete immunities for 
punishment is an unjust and unnecessary 
obstruction to law enforcement" McCor-

. mack Evidence. 1954. p 285 86
T Organized Crime Control Act of 1970 84 

Stat 922 18 USC 6 5 6002 3
“ Zicarelh v New Jersey State Cmme Com

mission 406 US 472 .1972.
* Report of Task Force on Organized 

Crime Washington. 1976 p 164 55
To date, only the ABA House of Delegates 

has voiced disapproval over the enactment 
of use as opposed to transactional Immunity 
statutes The ABA criticism has revolved 
around charges that use immunity Inhibits 
witness cooperation and encourages Inac
curate testimony because of the uncertainty 
about the scope of protection Further the 
ABA points to the "small number of success
ful prosecutions" of Immunized witnesses 
under use Immunity statutes and that a 
return therefore to transactional immunity 
would not remove a significant weapon 
against organized crime

The ABA is also troubled bv the fact that 
as they put It. " ’Use" Immunity represents, 
the most grudging interpretation of the con
stitutional-right against self-lncrlmination” 
Perhaps the most fitting answer to such a 
view is Justice Holmes' opinion in Heike v 
VS .227 US 131. 144 .1913. > He called for 
strict construction of immunity statutes 
Giving immunity where It is not necessary 
the Justice stated, would be giving an unnec
essary gratuity to crime, a step no sane- 
society ought ever to take

" 406 US 441 11972.
” Jd at 453
r/d at 459
”390 U.S 377 (1968).
“Id. at 889
" United States v Alvarez. 519 F 2d 1036 

.1975) and 18 U.S.C §4244
“F.R Cr P 11(e)(6)
r Supra
t-Murphy, supra at 56.'
» 347 U.S 179 (1953).

' ^Kastigar. supra
”18 U.S.C §6005.
75 Application of U S Senate Select Comm 

on Pres Camp Activities. 361 F Supp 1270 
■ DDC 1973) (Sirica. Jr i

”See Lee v CAB 225 F 2d 950 I * < (hr 
1955. and hearings before Subcommittee <.n 
Criminal Law and Procedure <>t United States 
Senate Judiciarv Committee 91si Congress 
1st Session Hearings on S 30 and tubers 
March 18 19 25 26 and June 3 4 i960 
Testimony of Robert <1 Doon J. p 298 99

US V Capetto 502 F 2d 1351 .1974 
Cert den 420 US 925 .1975.

" US V Allstate 507 F 2d 492 7tt. eir 
1974.

"See US V Buffaltno 285 F 2d 408 4i8 
n27 .2d Clr I960, .witness to ''organized 
crime convention’ able to circumvent trans
actional immunity bv answering evastveh ■

' While the ABA has been critical »i the 
effect of use immunity as an incentive m pro
vide testimony its criticism is misplaced Use

Immunity has proven itself to be a potent 
weapon against organized crime precisely be
cause of this crucial distinction from trans
actional immunity Use immunity does not 
prohibit prosecutions It prohibits the use of 
compelled testimony and Its fruits As such, 
use unlike transactional Immunity, leaves 
some uncertainty as to the subsequent vul
nerability of the witness to criminal prose
cution Whatever uncertainty is generated 
about whether a witness can be prosecuted 
will induce increased cooperation of that 
witness The witness must assure that as 
much testimony as possible is recorded under 
Immunity or risk prosecution based on evi
dence or leads not referred to or implied by 
the testimony The ABA comment that use 
immunity Inhibits witness cooperation Is not 
only Inherently Illogical, but ignores the 
Ervin Committee's experience with the fed
eral use immunity statute.

Mr BAUMAN. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? z

Mr STOKES I yield to the gentle
man from Maryland.

Mr BAUMAN. Mr. Speaker, the gen
tleman from Maryland agrees that this 
select committee already has power to 
grant witness immunity, regardless of 
any past action of the House. The gen
tleman from Ohio .Mr Stokes* agrees. 
In the face of that, however, he seeks to 
have this resolution passed so as to make 
sure of that right. ’ •

Mr. Speaker. I think the gentleman 
is correct. I do not think we need this 
resolution to grant these Immunity 
powers. .

Mr. Speaker, what concerns the gen
tleman from Maryland is that when the 
gentleman from Ohio first appeared be
fore the Committee on Rules in March, 
he said:

• ’ • there may be instances where it may 
be preferable for the Committee itself to 
exercise Its right to secure evidence from the 
Executive Branch of Government, rather 
than having to rely upon the Justice De
partment to pursue statutory contempt • ♦ •

This- resolution is written rather 
broadly. May I ask the gentleman this 
question: Have there been any instances 
in which a witness has refused to testify 
when the committee has offered to grant 
immunity: and second, is the gentleman 
seeking to use these powers to bring 
citations of contempt, either civil or 
criminal?

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, in order 
to answer the gentleman, may I say 
first that yes. we have had witnesses 
who have appeared before the committee 
and who have refused to testify, assert
ing their constitutional privilege.

Because of the cloud over this com
mittee and its authority to be able to 
grant immunity, we have not made any 
application to any court or come to the 
floor for authority to grant Immunity 
to a witness This is precisely why we 
are before this body today asking for 
this narrowly prescribed authority

Fortunately, we have had no difficulty 
with the executive branch of the Gov
ernment We have had excellent cooper
ation from all of the agencies from 
whom we have sought any type of testi
mony or evidence of any type

So that we might properly deal with 
those persons who are involved in or
ganized crime or those persons who 
might be soldiers of fortune who want

to avail themselves, of the constitutional 
privilege of not incriminating them
selves. we need this authority. If we are 
going to be able to conduct the type of 
investigation that has to be conducted 
here where there are allegations of con
spiracy. this is a tool that is absolutely 
needed. All we are asking for is for this 
body not to require us to come here con
ceivably to get 100 or 150 immunity ap
plications from this body.

Mr. THONE. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield?

Mr. STOKES. I yield to the gentleman 
from Nebraska.

Mr. THONE. Mr. Speaker. I certainly 
support the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Stokes i in his advocacy of this resolu- : 
tion find the necessity for it. I do have 
one inquiry to make. I think the gen- - 
tieman from Maryland ’Mr. Bauman* 
makes a good point regarding the fact 
that the subcommittee is also authorized 
to exercise this somewhat extraordinary 
authority. Does- the gentleman from . 
Ohio >Mr Stokes* feel strongly on that 3 
Point? ■■ ■

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time : 
of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker. T thank 
the gentleman for yielding me the addi- 
tionaltime ■ . j r - 3

In answer to the gentleman freen Ne- - 
braska <Mr Thone*. I say that we do 
feel strongly • on that point. But. Mr. , 
Speaker, first let me describe the pro
cedure that is necessary here without " 
this resolution. In order to proceed to . 
the Federal court and request an appli
cation of immunity, the full committee 
would have to vote such procedure by a 
two-thirds vote of the full committee. 
The House would then have to give us 
permission to go to court. If we were to 
then go to the Federal court and receive 
the order immunizing the witness and 
the witness then refused, despite that 
court order, to testify before our com
mittee. it would then be necessary for us 
to come back to the floor of the House to 
get permission to bring the matter to 
the attention of the court. To go back to 
the court and say to the court that this 
witness refused to comply with the 
court’s order, we would have to come 
back to the floor of the House for au
thority to go back to tell the court that 
the witness refused to comply with its 
order. -

Under this resolution, we could avoid . . 
these unnecessary trips to the House 
floor. But this, of course, is a procedure 
in civil contempt. In no way can we pro
ceed with criminal contempt without 
coming back to the floor of the House for 
full certification under the applicable 
US statutes '

Mr THONE Will the gentleman from 
Ohio 'Mr ,Stokes* yield again briefly? 7

Mr STOKES Certainly I yield to the " 
■gentleman from Nebraska^ ’

Mr THONE Mr. Speaker, as I under
stand it. just to clarify again the state
ment made by the gentleman from 
Maryland - Mr Bauman • the only use of . 
immunity contemplated here is strictly ’ 
in the area of "use" immunity, is that 
correct? ~

Mr STOKES That is correct t :
•Mr THONE asked and was given per-
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mission to revise and extend his 
remarks.) * j

Mr. THONE. Mr. Speaker, Congress 
investigative process requires many legal 
tools, chief among them, after the sub- 
pena, is the power to grant immunity. It 
is not enough that a congressional com
mittee charged with a sensitive and dif
ficult investigation has the power to 
compel the attendance of witnesses and 
the production of documents. Witnesses 
may be forced to attend by a subpena; 
they may not be forced to testify in 
derogation of their right against self
incrimination. Immunity,.therefore, is a 
legal means to get a witness’ testimony 
by guaranteeing that the testimony will 
not be used to incriminate the witness.

In recent years, the immunity mech
anism has been widely used by the Con
gress, and has proven most useful in 
untangling complicated conduct involv
ing criminal wrongdoing. The Ervin 
Committee, for example, in investigating 
Presidential campaign activities and the 
1972 Watergate breakin, conferred im
munity on some 27 witnesses. The testi
mony of one of those immunized, John 
Dean, may have been the single most 
important factor leading to the breaking 
of the Watergate case.

The primary reason for the introduc
tion of House Resolution 760 is to insure 
that the Select Committee on Assassina
tions, like the Ervin Committee, will not 
be hampered in obtaining the necessary 
immunity orders to fulfill its investiga
tory responsibility.

The type of immunity that the select 
committee will be seeking under the 
statute is “use immunity”, the same type 
which enabled the Ervin Committee to 
effectively compel the testimony of many 
of its important witnesses without 
jeopardizing prosecution of these wit
nesses by the Watergate Special Prose
cutor. As I just mentioned, the Members 
are probably most familiar with the 
case of John Dean. His story, perhaps 
more than any other, best illuminates the 
effective application of use immunity 
by a congressional committee.

“Use” immunity prevents the use of 
an immunized witness' testimony in a 
subsequent criminal trial by any jurisdic
tion, State or Federal. It also prevents 
any use being made of leads, inferences, 
or Implications arising out of the testi
mony. It does not, however, prevent the 
subsequent prosecution of a witness on 
matters touched upon in the testimony 
provided the prosecutors are able to 
meet the substantial burden of demon
strating that any evidence used in the 
prosecution was obtained independently 
of the testimony. Such proof may, of 
course, as in John Dean’s case, be had by 
the sealing by the prosecution of aU 
testimony in advance of any Immunized 
testimony by a witness. Based on such 
sealed evidence, Dean decided to plead 
guilty and was convicted of a crime after 
his Watergate testimony.

Use immunity should not be confused 
with "transactional immunity". “Trans
actional” immunity involves granting a 
witness complete protection against 
future criminal prosecutions on all mat
ters touched upon in the immunized tes
timony. In effect, the witness is allowed

to take an immunity “bath” that then 
cleanses him of all crimes relevant to the 
testimony. No prosecutions are possible 
against that witness for those crimes in
dicated in the testimony, regardless of 
whether the evidence implicating the 
witness was obtained independently or 
even previous to the immunized testi
mony.

Mr. Speaker, use Immunity has not 
only been found to be constitutionally 
sufficient, but has proven to be a precise 
tool for congressional investigations. 
When all is said and done, the interest 
in granting immunity is in obtaining 
testimony. Transactional immunity pro
hibits prosecution of matters related to 
a witness’ testimony. There is no incen
tive, therefore, for an Individual to testify 
beyond acknowledging in the testimony 
the matter sought to be immunized.

In contrast, it is only necessary to 
remember the testimony given in great 
and lengthy detail by John Dean before 
the Ervin Committee. Many attributed 
it to Mr. Dean’s remarkable powers of 
recollection. I suggest that something 
else was Involved. Like any witness Im
munized under the present Federal use 
Immunity statute, Dean had a great in
centive to develop his powers of recall. 
A witness is protected under use immu
nity for all his testimony and its impli
cations given under the immunity grant. 
But the protection is only as good as the 
testimony is detailed.

In short, use immunity gives the Con
gress a device for. prompting testimony 
without preventing future prosecutions 
by the Government for criminal activi
ties related to the witness’ testimony, but 
for which evidence is independently ob
tained. It is essential to the work of the 
select committee.

The current use immunity statute will 
allow the select committee to conduct 
its investigation without interfering un
duly upon the prosecutive responsibili
ties of State or Federal officials. The 
select committee will be able to fulfill 
its mandate to conduct a full and com
plete investigation into the assassinations 
of John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. We need now to clarify 
our power to use immunity by the pas
sage of this resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time 
of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Stokes) has again expired.

Mr. MURPHY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,, 
tor purposes of debate only, I yield 1 min
ute to the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. Bauman).

Mr. BAUMAN. Mr. Speaker, the gen
tleman from Ohio has not assured me 
at all by his statement with reference to 
my concerns. In fact, I think the gentle
man has only magnified them, by saying 
that this resolution Is for the purpose of 
allowing contempt procedures against 
witnesses without further action by the 
House. I do not understand that such 
power rests with any other committees of 
the House. If the Congress is to hold in 
contempt any witness, clearly the House 
should decide the Issue, whether In civil 
or criminal contempt. The full House 
should pass on it. I cannot think of any 
instances where this power has been 
granted with the possible exception of in

the Korean investigation. This commit
tee does not warrant this kind of a broad 
grant of power.

Mr. MURPHY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield, for purposes of debate only, 1 
minute to the gentleman from Con
necticut (Mr. McKinney).

Mr. McKINNEY. I thank the gentle
man for yielding.
I would just like to say that I admire 

the chairman. I am not a lawyer on this 
committee, so some of the Members can 
get very much over my head. But we have 
sat on Saturday and Sunday for hours 
coming up with what we think is the 
fairest and the most constricted power. 
It has been given to the Korean Commit
tee, and It would seem to me that the 
investigation of the murder of one of 
the Nation's greatest black leaders and 
the investigation of the murder of a 
President of the United States would re
quire that we give to this committee, to 
its chairman, and to the head of counsel, 
our new counsel, the ability to proceed. 
We have a limited period of time, and we 
have limited money. To go back to the 
House every single time, particularly 
when we are only talking about civil 
contempt, would be to me a ludicrous 
construction of the committee’s purpose 
and the committee's job, which is being 
done however quietly.

Mr. DODD. Mr. Speakeiywill the gen
tleman yield? x

Mr. MURPHY of Illinois. I yield to the 
gentleman from Connecticut.

Mr. DODD. I thank the gentleman for 
yielding.
I would like to commend the chair

man and the gentleman from Connecti
cut (Mr. McKinney) for his stand. The 
point Is well taken. We have seen this 
resolution necessarily delayed for a 2- 
week period, having come up four differ
ent times before we could do what we 
are doing here this afternoon.

I.think if everyone would recognize 
that if we try to come back to this Con
gress for permission to proceed in a civil 
contempt case, we might be here all year 
on these cases, given the calendar and 
the pressure we are under.

Mr. MURPHY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
for purposes of debate only, I yield 1 ad
ditional minute to the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Stokes).

Mr. STOKES. I would just like to say 
to the House that the' gentleman from 
Connecticut has accurately described the 
situation we have been in the 2-week pe
riod since we left the Committee on 
Rules. We have now been trying for 2 
weeks just to be able to get this resolu
tion on the floor of the House. We have 
Identified somewhere in the neighbor
hood of 100 to 150 witnesses in the Ken
nedy case alone, for whom we may want 
to seek immunity applications. If we are 
seriously to be about this Investigation, 
the Members can understand the prob
lem we would have with the House Cal
endar and trying to get onto the floor 
100 or 150 times pursuant to immunity 
applications for those witnesses. It would 
be impossible. No one in this body wants 
to obstruct this investigation. But I think 
it would be seriously obstructing the pur
poses for which we were originally con
stituted if we were required to come back
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to this body, case-after case, 100 or 150 Carter Holtzman Ottinger Miller, Ohio • Rudd Stump - \
times or more, to get permission to make 
immunity applications to a court or to 
seek citations for civil contempt,

Mrs. COLLINS of Illinois. Mr. Chair
man, I stand in support of House Reso
lution 760, a resolution which authorizes 
the House Assassination Committee to 
enter courts and intervene in court pro
ceedings in order to discharge their leg
islative duties in. a complete fashion.

As my colleagues will recall this Assas
sinations Committee originally had the 
power to “bring, defend, and intervene” 
in lawsuits, but this authority was cur
tailed during House consideration of the 
status of the committee on March 30, 
1977.

It is fitting and proper that this com
mittee and its subcommittees have the 
power to engage in lawsuits that might 
be necessary as a result of its use of sub- 
penas, grants of immunity, contempt 
power, or efforts to see that evidence is 
produced. Having access to the courts 
and the judicial process is a fundamental 
and necessary tool of any congressional 
Investigative body. Without the author
ization to seek legal means to carry out 
an investigation, the possibility of this 
committee discharging its obligation to 
Investigate the assassinations of Presi
dent John F, Kennedy and Dr. Martin 
Luther King is surely curtailed.

In summary, let me remind my col
leagues that this committee is a respon
sible body, chaired ably by Congressman 
Stokes of Ohio. It appears to me, we 
ought to give this reasonable request for 
access to the courts our unequivocal 
approval.
I urge my colleagues to join me in sup

port of House Resolution 760.
Mr. MURPHY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 

I move the previous question on the res
olution.

The previous question was ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The ques

tion is on the resolution.
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that the 
ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. ROUSSELOT. Mr. Speaker, I ob
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. -

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evidently- 
a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-

Cavanaugh 
Cederberg 
Chappell 
Chisholm 
Clay 
Cohen 
Coleman 
Collins, Hl. 
Conte 
Conyers 
Corcoran. 
Corman 
Cornell 
D’Amours 
Danielson 
Davis 
Delaney 
Dellums 
Derrick 
Devine 
Dickinson 
Dicks 
Diggs 
Dodd 
Downey 
Drlnan 
Duncan, Oreg. 
Duncan, Tenn. 
Early 
Edgar 
Ed wards. Ala. 
Edwards, Calif 
EUberg . 
Emery 
English.
Ertel 
Evans, Colo. 
Evans, Del. 
Evans, Ind. 
Fary 
Fascell 
Fenwick 
Fish 
Fisher 
Fithian 
Fllppo 
Flood 
Flowers 
Flynt 
Foley 
Ford. Mich. 
Ford. Tenn. 
Fountain 
Fowler 
Fraser 
Frenzel 
Fuqua 
Gammage 
Gephardt 
Glalmo 
Gibbons

Hubbard 
Hughes 
Ichord 
Ireland 
Jacobs 
Jeffords 
Jenkins 
Jenrette 
Johnson, Colo. 
Jones, N.C. 
Jones, Tenn. 
Jordan 
Kastenmeler 

. Kazen 
- Ketchum
Keys 
KUdee . 
Koch 
Kostmayer 
Krebs 
Krueger 
LaFalce 
Leach 
Lederer 
Leggett ■ 
Levltas 
Uoyd, Calif. 
Long, La. 
Long, Md. ? 
Luken 
Lundins 
McCloskey 
McDade • . 
McFall 
McHugh 
McKay 
McKinney 
Maguire- 
Mahon J 
Mann 
Markey 
Marks • 
Mathis 
Mattox 5 ' 
Mazzoli 
Meeds 
Metcalfe • - 
Meyner 
Mlkulski 
Mlkva
MUler, Calif. 
Mineta 
Minlsh 
Mitchell, Md. 
Mitchell, N.Y. 
Moakley 
Moffett 
Mollohan 
Montgomery 
Moorhead,

Calif.

Panetta 
Pattison : 
Pease 
Perkins 
Pettis 
Pike 
Preyer 
Price 
Pritchard 
Qule 
Railsback 
Regula 
Reuss 
Richmond ■ 
Rinaldo 
Rlsenhoover 
Rodino 
Rogers 
Roncallo 
Rose 
Rosenthal 
Roybal 
Ryan 
Santini < > 
Sarasin 
Sawyer 
Scheuer '
Schroeder / l 
Schulze •■ 
Selberllng.- . . . 
Sharp 
Shipley 
Sikes 
Sisk 
Skubltz 
Black 
Smith, Nebr„ .; 
Snyder 
Solars 
Spellman : -
St Germain 
Staggers - . 
Stanton 
Steers 
Stokes . • ' ? 
Studds 
Thompson . : 
Thone 
Traxler ’
Tsongas • ■
Tucker 
Udall . 
Ullman 
VanDeerlin 
Vander Jagt 
Vanik 
Vento 
Walgren ' 
Walsh 
Wampler 
Waxman

Moore Runnels -; Symms .
Myers, John Ruppe Taylor
Nedzl Russo . Thornton
O’Brien Satterfield ' Treen
Patten Sebelius. Trlble
Pickle . Shuster. : Volkmer
Poage- .. . Simon ........... Waggonner. ■
Quayle Skelton. Walker
Quillen Smith, Iowa Watkins
Rhodes. Spence ‘ Whitehurst
Robinson St angel and Wydler
Rooney Steiger Young, Fla.
Rostenkowskl Stockman ’ Young, Tex.
Rousselot Stratton Zeferettl

NOT VOTING—32 ' -
Abdnor Florio Rahall
Bolling Horton Rangel -
Bowen Howard Roberts
Brown, Calif. Johnson, Calif. Roe
Clawson, Del Le Fante Stark
Cornwell Lehman -Steed - - '
Cotter McClory • Teague
Cunningham Patterson . Whalen

'Dent Pepper . Wilson,Bob
Eckhardt Pressler ’ ■ Young, Alaska :
Erlenborn Pursell .

The Clerk announced the following 
pairs: . -

Mr. Dent with Mr. Horton. ' ' . ...
Mr. Eckhardt with Mr. Rahall. - '■ 
Mr. Cotter with Mr. Whalen.

; Mr. Rangel with Mr. Erlenborn. 
’ Mr. Stark with Mr. Cunningham. 
: Mr. Teague with Mr. McClory. .

Mr. Howard with Mr. Young of Aisaka--. • - 
Mr. Le Fante with Mr. Del Clawson.

r, Mr. Lehman with Mr. Bob Wilson. - .....-
Mr. Bowen with Mr. Steed.

. Mr. Brown of California with Mr. Roe.
Mr.. Cornwell with. Mr. Johnson of Cali

fornia. ■ ■ ■ \ ■■
Mr. Florio with MT. Pressler.' '■ J -’- - • - 
Mr. Pepper with Mr. Pursell.. - .:• 
Mr. Roberts with Mr; Patterson- of- Cali

fornia. • ■ ■ ■'■ '■ -.'i-
: Messrs. ZEFERETTT and. RUPEE 
changed their vote from, "yea” to "nay.”

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. . -
A motion to reconsider was laid on the 

table. . ■ <____—
Gilman 
Ginn 
Gore 
Gudsrer 
Hamilton 
Hanley 
Hannaford 
Harkin 
Harrington 
Harris 
Harsha 
Hawkins 
Heckler 
Hefner 
Heftel 
Hightower

Moorhead, Pa. 
Moss 
Mottl 
Murphy, Ill. 
Murphy, N.Y. 
Murphy, Fa. 
Murtha 
Myers, Gary 
Myers, Michael 
Natcher 
Neal 
Nichols 
Nix 
Nolan 
Nowak 
Oakar

Weaver 
Weiss 
White 
Whitley 
Whitten 
Wiggins 
Wilson, C.H. 
Wilson, Tex. 
Winn 
Wirth 
Wolff . 
Wright.. 
Wylie
Yates ■ *
Yatron 
Young. Mo. ' 
Zablocki

Huckaby 
Hyde 
Jones, Okla. 
Kasten 
Kelly 
Kemp 
Kindness 
Lagomarslno . 
Latta 
Lent 
Livingston 
Lloyd, Tenn. 
Lott 
Lujan 
McCormack 
McDonald 
McEwen ~ 
Madigan 
Marlenee 
Marriott 
Martin •
Michel 
MUford

: GENERAL LEAVE- ’
Mr. MURPHY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,' 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem
bers may have 5 legislative days in which 
to revise and extend their remarks on 
the resolution just agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle
man from Illinois?

There was no objection..

sent Members. 
The vote was taken by electronic de

vice. and there were—yeas 290, nays 112, 
not voting 32, as follows: - .

(Roll No. 602)
YEAS—290

Addabbo Baldus Brademas
Akaka Barnard Breaux
Alexander Baucus Breckinridge
Allen Beard. R.I. Brinkley
Ambro Beard, Tenn. Brodhead
Ammerman Bedell Brooks
Anderson, Bellenson Broomfleld

Calif. Benjamin Brown, Mich.
Anderson. HI. Bennett Buchanan
Andrews, N.O. Bevlll Burke, Calif.
Andrews, Biaggi Burke, Fla.

N. Dak. Bingham Burke, Mass.
Annunzlo Blanchard Burlison, Mo.
Applegate Blouin Burton, John
Ashley Boggs Burton, Phillip
Aspin Boland Caputo
AuColn Bonlor Carney
Badillo Bonker Carr

Hillis 
Holland-

Archer 
Armstrong 
Ashbrook 
Badham 
Bafalls 
Bauman 
Brown, Ohio 
BroyhlU 
Burgener 
Burleson, Tex. 
Butler
Byron 
Clausen, 

Don H.
Cleveland 
Cochran 
Collins. Tex. 
Conable 
Coughlin 
Crane 
Daniel, Dan 
Daniel, R. W. 
de la Garza

Oberstar 
Obey

'NAYS—112
Derwlnskl 
DlngeU 
Dornan 
Edwards, Okla. 
Evans, Ga.
Findley 
Forsythe 
Frey 
Gaydos 
Glickman 
Goldwater 
Gonzalez 
Goodl ing. 
Gradison 
Grassley 
Guyer 
Hagedorn 
Hall 
Hammer- 

schmldt
Hansen 
Hollenbeck 
Holt

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 9290, INCREASING THE

TEMPORARY DEBT LIMIT
Mr. SISK. Mr. Speaker, by direction 

of the' Committee on Rules, I call up 
House Resolution 781 and ask for its , 
Immediate consideration.. - < <

The Clerk read the resolution, as 
follows: ' • <

H. Rbs. 781
Resolved, That upon the adoption of thia 

resolution it shall be in order to move, clause 
2(1) (6) of rule XI to the contrary notwith
standing, that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union for the consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 9290) to Increase the tempo
rary debt limit, and for other purposes, and 
all points of order against said bill for fail
ure to comply with the provisions of clause



Kennedy’s death.

WHY Did The Warren
Commission Ignore:

SKIinishchet
By JACK KELLEY '' "AV ^;/ 

.sMIDNIGHT/GLOBE BOOK EDITOR

T
he shocking truth behind the assas
sination ot President John F. Kennedy 
involves a monstrous internatibnalcon- 

spiracy that will scare the wits out of America 
and the free world. . ? -

So says a highly respected lawyer-, 
investigator who is about to unleash the- 
biggest bombshell ever in the JFK murder 
mystery. ■

• After 14 years’ intensive investigation 
British sleuth Michael Eddowes has amassed a 
wealth of persuasive evidence to support this 
heart-stopping conclusion: Soviet Premier Nikita 
Khrushchev; ordered Kennedy’s death at the 
hands of a: highly trained Russian, assassin im- 
personating-Lee Harvey Oswald- 'VsW^SV

America’s leaders, President LyndonJohnson 
included, not only knew this, but actively con
cealed it from the American public-to prevent the 
outbreak of nuclear war withRussia. : .

What’s more, says Eddowes, Jack Ruby and 
George De Mohrenschildt were deeply involved 
In the assassination conspiracy — but their roles 
were deliberately hidden by the . Warren Com
mission and the FBI; , : ;

Perhaps most stunning of all is Eddowes’ 
evidence that Khrushchev set up his Presidential 
murder squad a full year before the !960 Presi
dential election. He was, says Eddowes: equally

■vS

skill was internationally i; 
^acknowledged and the attend- ''; 

ant public outcry over the mis-AT 
carriage of justice he uncovered ‘ ’ 
was one of the major factors -

himself to an intensive-study of

The work of distinguished 
■■ British ' solicitor^ Michael 
■ Eddowes is unprecedented in 

the history of English law. 
After 13 years of research, he • 
succeeded in obtaining from 
Queen. Elizabeth~II a post
humous pardon for a convicted ;

■ murderer, Timothy Evans, in 
one of Britain’s most sensation- - 

• al cases. .. . ..
Eddowes’reputation as an 

investigator of extraordinary BRITISH LAWYER 
■ MichaeL Eddowes, ths. 
^man'who saw the secret 

plot, y A ;■
team of investigators, devoted

leading to the abolition of ‘ himself to an intensive study of 
A capital punishment in Britain, ' the Warren Commission’s .26

Five months before the ? -volumes Of testimony and exhi-- 
Kennedy assassination; Ed- bits. His research also involved* 
dowes was approached by the J; thousands ofmilesof travel in 

- FBI for information on political , A tracking down some of the 
^sabotage, about which he bad.' .people who could give or had;

inside knowledge. From 1963 to . given pertinent information on 
the present, he, together with a . the assassination.

^'4

■r

prepared to kill Richard Nixon_had he beaten , _ ......
Kennedy for the Presidency. I sider these startlingfacts, all; injury”where thescar should $500 worth of "professional--' 
And it was only after Ken-' according to Eddowes, hid- have been; ’ '' spy equipment including four- '
nedy twice- humiliated den-or obscured by the War- The real Oswald had three cameras, 'two binoculars-a 
.Khrushchev — over Berlin ren Commission: ~ distinct scars on his left arm. compass, a telescope, and a -
and the Cuban missile crisis On Sept. 3, 1959; when the They are recorded asidenti- pedometer. Yet he did not . 2 
— that the-Russian leader real Oswald was discharged; fyingi marks in his Marine “ever use a camera to take a . 
gave the go-ahead for JFK’s from the Marine Corps, his Corps medical records. The-socialphotograph whilein the 
assassination. - height was measured by a impostor Oswald had ; two-United States; he-did nothing
■ The whole chilling plot is Marine* doctor at 5-ft.-H< scars on his left arm, differing, that might have involved the 
about to be unravelled in Ed- Seven days later Oswald was in both position and descripr innocent use of any of this 
dowes’ new book, “The issued a passport recording tionfrom those iathe Marine equipment.”^. ; ‘ .
Oswald File,"soon to be his height as 5-ft.-ll. Th&-records. • . -A He carried a> full set of pro
published by the prestigious following day he was issued a < Besides- those clear-cut fessional-quality false identi- 
Clarkson N. Potter. MID- Department of Defense iden- physical discrepancies, Ed- fication with two names. • 

tification card by a Marine dowes offers additional evi- In hisfirstjob in Dallas, ata .NIGHT/GLOBE-has ob
tained a special preview of 
Eddowes’ book, which at
tempts to make sense for the 
first time of all the puzzling 
questions left hanging since

officer who measured his dence linking an impostor highly secret Army. Map 
height as 5-ft.-ll.: Oswald to a Russian plot. Service, he worked alongside

Yet the man who returned For one thing, the assas- - a suspected spy who used the 
from Russia claiming to be sin’s wife, Marina, was the alias Jack Leslie Bowen. 
LeeHarveyOswaldwasafull niece of Ilya Prusakov, a .Later, he traveled to Mexico 
two inches shorter. He was colonel in theSoviet Secret with another suspected spy >

Here’s what Eddowes will arrested for a minor street Police. Further, on Oct. 28, who used the alias John
reveal to America and the disturbance Aug. 9, 1963, by 1959, the same day the phony Howard Bowen-
world: New Orleans police who Oswald was discharged from Between Sept. 27 and Oct.

A 20-year-old ex-Marine measured him against a scale Botkin Hospital in Moscow, 
named Lee Harvey Oswald and recorded his height as 5- Marina was enlisted in the

I visited Russia on Oct. 16, ft.-9. And the two doctors Russian military. And when it

2,1963, the impostor Oswald

1959. Five days later — after, who performed the ■ a&topsy carne time for the two to enter 
a supposed suicide attempt—on him at Parkland Hospital the United- States, Marina 
he was taken to Moscow’s in Dallas recorded the length lied to Immigration, telling 
Botkin Hospital. There he of the corpse as 5-ft.-9. them she had never been a 
disappeared and his name and Marine Corps medical re- member of Komsomol — the 
identity were taken over by a cords show that the real Os- voluntary Communist youth 
look-alike Soviet assassin wald had a permanent 1 1/2- organization — when in fact 
who later wed a Russian girl inch scar behind his left ear she had.
— Marina Prusakova — and from a childhood mastoid The evidence of conspira-
entered the United States operation. Yet the two emi- 
pretending to be Lee Harvey nent doctors who performed

the autopsy on Kennedy’sCT Oswald.
If that sounds bizarre, con- killer found “no evidence of

cy is also bolstered, Eddowes 
contends, by these facts:

The supposedly penniless 
“Oswald” owned at least

*The FBI and the State 
Department blew it..,’"



< -The* differences*^^ The obvious * 
between the links between ^^previousHnks

r. < .S^/Af

real Oswald and ^ ■ JaMbibytand <^ with Russian 
JFK’s real killers Harvey Oswald ' 'secret service

Ordered JFK’ 
ssassination!

visited the Soviet Embassy: resident housekeeper. ^ ^ , -,.
and Consulate in Mexico Gi- S*x-days .after “Oswald” -t'-^fr-j
ty. Upon his return to Dallas, rented, a post office box in

, he immediately began apply-^ Dallas, Ruby rented one just 
ing for jobs at companies ;^ feet away. It was,.says 
located on all the possible Eddowes,,’’the first he had 
routes for. President Ken-; rented during his l^years in. 
nedy’s motorcade-Says Ed- Dallas.’.’'' - >, , *_
dowes: “He must-have been . When “Oswald" was cap- 
told of all the possible routes ■ tured after the assassination, 
that Kennedy could take.” he had purchased a bus ticket ' 

Jack Ruby’s role in the to a stop that was a full mile 
assassination,— downplayed from his own rooming house,-, 
by the Warren Commission but only four blocks- from 
after FBI Director J; Edgar Ruby’s apartment. , 
Hoover testified there was no;.-A, stripper from- Ruby’s.

r

link between Ruby and JFK’s nightclub told the Secret 
assassin — was in reality a - Service: she suspected that 

’ major part;-says Eddowes... Ruby and Oswald were con-.
It was Ruby, he contends, spirators with others and that— ,i«MiDnciMr « :

who was assigned to engineer. she feared she’d be killed for ; JACK RUBY (extreme right) POSING as a journal- 
“Oswald’s” escape from testifying. “Although chang- ;- ;- >st to hang around Dalias police headquarters.^ 
Dallas, anditwas only when. *n8 her name and moving.todent Kennedy.’’Insupportof.up or risk World WarJ^”^ 

. the escape plan failed that, another, part of the United his government cover-up . That is: why,* says Ed- 
Ruby was ordered to murder States, she was shot dead in theory,.Eddowes points to a- dowes, representatives of 
the assassin tokeSphim from the street.” . - -memorandum recently un- “ ‘
testifying. Eddowes also establishes a-’*, covered, by a researcheri.r' „ ...___  ___________r

As proof, Eddowes lists an link, between -Ruby and';- The memorandum,dated' tured assassin in Dallas 
array of activities by the two George De Mohrenschildt, June 3,1960, and signed by J. without making a single note- 

- men which he believes points who he says had beep under. Edgar Hoover,'says:“Since or recording. . It. is why- 
to something far more in- FBI surveillance, as a sus- there is a possibility that an “shortly before 9 p.m. that- 
criminating than mere coin- pected spy, as far back-as impostor is using Oswald’s- night, the White House ex-;’ 
cidence: 1941, and who was an open birth certificate, any current erted pressure on Dallas offi-'

Jack Ruby, alias Jack Ru- associate of the impostor..information the Department ;.cials and-police not to dis-: 
benstein, attended Commun- Oswald: ; of State may have concerning close, the suspected Russian,
ist meetings in the early 1940s “It is a remarkable coinci- subject will be appreciated.”-, conspiracy;” ;. ' ^i
in a hall above a jewel shop dence_that in a. city of 300 What happened, says Ed- : It: is .why the Warren- 
where he worked in Indiana, square miles during 1956-7-8, - dowes, is that the FBI and the Commission did not ask. for

The week that “Oswald” and perhaps thereafter, De State Department flat out nor receive detailed informa- 
arrived in New Orieans, Ru- Mohrenschildt and Ruby had blew it. They failed to follow tion on the obvious physical 
by flew from Dallas to Ha- access to apartments in the up on their suspicion,- and differences'between the real 
vana (where there: whs a same block less than 100 instead let the impostor Os- Lee Harvey Oswald and the: 

yardsapart. wald into America, where he man who killed JFK.

five . crack , investigating; 
agencies interviewed the cap-

Soviet embassy) to New
Orleans where he dropped "It is my belief that these combined, with Ruby and De And, concludes Eddowes, 

” . three men —George De Mohrenschildt to assassinate, it is the reason why on Dec- 
just Mohrenschildt. Jack Ruby President Kennedy.10, 1963,17 FBI employees, 

days before the assassination and the impostor Oswald — After Kennedy’s murder, were censured or placed on 
Ruby met at his Dallas night- were the three primary oper- America’s leaders quickly probation for “shortcomings

out of sight temporarily.
On Nov. 18, 1963,

club with the sister of the atives at work in Dallas, for discovered their mistake and in connection with the inves- 
woman who was “Oswald’s” the purpose of killing Presi- hadbutonechoice:tocoverit tigation of Oswald.” ; . ■







rr M 29 S^ W 
House Approves^ 
Assassin Probe’s'?*' 

Immunity Power j
Associated Press J

The House authorized its Assassin®- j 
tions Committee yesterday to immun- ; 
ize possibly 150 witnesses against ■ 
prosecution in investigating the assas- > 
sinations of President John F. Ken- J 
nedy and the Kev. Martin Luther i 
King Jr. . , : •> ■'

Chairman Louis Stokes . (D-Ohio) 
• told the. House his committee may ' 
need immunity for more than 100 wit
nesses in the Kennedy investigation ; 
alone. - , - ■

Stokes said the only way,the com
mittee can obtain testimony from or- 
gaized crime figures and soldiers of ' 
fortune is to provide court immunity j 
against their testimony being used to ! 
prosecute them. :’ •?

The House approved 290 to.112 the (■ 
committee’s request for authority fo J 
ask the courts for immunity powers, -j f

Stokes’ reference to soldiers Of for- *; 
tune appeared to confirm a report < 
that an appearance by soldier-of-foi? | 
tune Loran Hall was postponed this' 
month so that he could be given im
munity. "

Hail has said in at least four pub- 
lished interviews—-in which details’" 
varied—that before the Kennedy as* 
sassination Nov. 22, 1963, Dallas busi
nessmen offered him $50,000 to.kiH 
the President. , .w •

The committee chairman refused jj> 
make any comment about Hall. w

He also told reporters he cannot rtf- 
veal how more than 109 people, in
cluding gangsters and soldiers of for
tune, might still need immunity for 
their stories about the 14-year-old as
sassination. • “

"We just cannot answer that ques
tion at this time,” Stokes said. ". .\ 
We knov/ what we’re doing.”

Rep. Neal Smith (D-Iowa) opposed 
the request on grounds that it would 
give a majority of seven committee 
members power to grant immunity. ''
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. Ex-OA 'Official Denies 11 
. Any Oswald Link to Agency

■WMVRNAOMVEB^l.vlX^ V

. Former Central Intelligence Agen--! 
cy Western Hemisphere chief David ' 
A. Phillips asserted Saturday that Lee i 
•Harvey Oswald "was; in no way con
nected with the CIA" and promised to 
call for abolition'of the-CIA if the 
agency Is proved guilty of a "cover-' 
up” in President John F. Kennedy’s 
■assassination. /' ;-/u V"' ^ • • . ■.■
b- Mark Lane; attorney and chief crit
ic of the.Warren Commission, which 

‘concluded that Oswald alone killed 
Kennedy,' sharply opposed. Phillips, 
during- one of three debates at an- 
"Age of -Conspiracy” conference 
sponsored ;by'. the -University of 
Southern California’s college of con
tinuing education.

The conference will be followed by 
eight- weekly seminars on political : 
and other-conspiracies since World : 
WarlL^/i^^z/^
Phillips who resigned from the CIA. 1 

a 1975 and founded the 2,000-mem- 
er Assn, of Former Intelligence Offi- 
ers, said he testified for 10 hours last 
ill' and remains available to Con- 
ress’ Select Committee- to Invest!-; 
ate the Assassinations of Kennedy’ 
ad Martin Luther King Jr.< >/• -/; .• A 
He said he-welcomed the ihvestiga- :• 
on to put to‘ rest any lingering ;. 
Mbts in the public, mind about possi- 
e conspiracy behind the Presidents: 
-ath. - - ■; ~, i
But Lane countered that’Phillips? ; 
idorsement -of- the investigation ’ 
me late, and said critics of the War- : 
n Commission have been pilloried 
the CLA for the last 14 years. • h’^ : 

Lane claims Oswald was a CIA em-: 
;ye, and has .repeatedly criticized 
A reports submitted to, the Warren

C omm i s s i on. __
| Phillips said he felt like "an insect pierced and mounted 
on a pin for public display” as the latest "spook” suspected 
^of trying to cover up what happened to Kennedy. He said 
he resented the masquerade of a Senate employe, whom 
the magazine New Times later revealed as a CIA employe. 
The’ magazine said the Spanish-speaking employe had 
tried to identify Phillips as the CIA man who introduced 
him to Oswald but failed to do so. .
f Lane said he specifically doubted CIA reports that Os

wald had contacted the Soviet Embassy in.Medco City, 
then under. Phillips’ CIA eye, to ask for messages. He said 
FBI agents who questioned Oswald after Kennedy was 
shot in: Dallas listened to tapes the CIA claimed proved 
that Oswald, called, the Soviets. Lane said theJU deter-, 
-minedthetaped.voice wasriotOswald’s. .\ .>^y

1 $ ^^
‘‘ Lanerand University of-California at Irvine Prof. John 

Gerassi'won loud-applause from the largely one-sided 
jprouproflOfr who each for the day-long confer-: 
ence. ;They were pitted-in debate with CIA supporters 
Phillips and Ray S. Cline, former CIA deputy direclor for 
intelligence.' .■"<^i'. : ‘.Sv'^'

; The finale staged for a larger-audience Saturday night 
was between Daniel EUsberg, tried for making public the 
Pentagon Papers critical of the Vietnam war, and former . 
CIA Director William Colhy. -‘

;• After a vitriolic exchange Saturday morning, Cline an-- 
Bounced he was "disgusted” with, the conference , and’, 
planned to leave immediately. He said he would refuse to, 
discuss issues of conspiracy again until he received apolo-.' 
gies from EUsbergand Gerassi for what he considered per
sonal slurs. .
';, Lane later told the group that Cline threatened to "take1 
•a poke” at him during-a private conversation about how 
.much money Lane earned on books about his conspiracy' 
theories. ^-^r.

; Gerassi vehemently criticized the CIA and Cline person- 
ally.for working, to overthrow. South. American govern
ments-solely-to.please wealthy US.-based multinational 
corporations.^’;..
11 Asked by moderator an'd CBS reporter Bill Stout if - he 
considered the CIAthe same, under new Director Stans-., 
field Turner (who has begun a national campaign of open-; 
ness for th^agency as .under former Director Colby, Ger^s 
hssi said:. ?-^b£&* ^$'*>$^ 
'^es.^WjMKa^’.but they .are the,sama. It is/ 
stilTcovert,' seoet*/^^ I -1 !x«» j ruy,k'
^ Cline*/ now a professor at Georgetown University said he': 
left;government service in l973 after 30 years because he-? 
feltfformexLlS:esident?Eichard.M..Nixon.and;Secreta^^ 
State Henry A/Kissinger, were misusing the CIA; because- , 
power became .overconcentrated in the White-Houae,and^ 
because the policy of detente prevented necessary gather- 
ingkif information about "the two truly great conspir-aioiy^, 
totalitarian, empires of dur day—the Soviet Union and the A 
peoples’ Republic of China.”
। j Cline said much of what the CIA labeled as secret in the -} 
»I950s and ’60s should have been made public. But some se-^^ 
•aecy is necessary—such as census data or political affilia-; I 
<tions—to protect the public, he insisted.^,; -. ;^. A^/j; ii- 5

^fi,



■ k "Every time a national reformer came to powerin the;
• tCoId War period in Latin America, the United "States and f 

■ She CIA instituted a .coup," Gerassi said. V/ ^.‘. ’’•<$?£ ** ?
Gerassi; who described himself as a. “sort of Marxist," 

.5 was formerly a Latin American correspondent-for Time,'-
Newsweek and the New York Times.*; ,;. ^r-;X; j^. < 

" ■ •Cline countered that the CIA, despite the public’sro-^ 
; mantle" ideas about'-’lts* power, lacked the capability to 

■ overthrow1 governments and could not take all the credit; 
.^ Gerassi tried to'heap oh it.• *

-He voluntarily described, "one great covert operation"-:
• by theCIA during theCold War erm-r~«~*^^->-'v-  ̂
v^TThankGodforit,” Cline said, “br we would have totali^' 
■^.tarian rule in Western Europe
f _.^He“said great amounts , of mohey'anif political advice^ 
jrwere quietly -poured into middle-philosophy parties in 
, Germany, France and Italy. At the same time, he recount- 
^d, the Marshall Plan was devised to bolster the countries 
’ economically and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization

was formed to ward off outside military threats. r
Cline said military intervention in the Dominican Re-' 

public, contrary to Gerassi’s observations, was decided 
./ largely by President Lyndon B. Johnson, who said he only 

.wanted to protect Americans living there and could care, 
less about advice against sending in troops. A ?i • ’ >ri?''

Lane later'scored Cline for referring to the Dominican 
\ Republic as“"a lousy little country." k-. > < ' ,'i < ^ < "’ 

H. Cline said he had disagreed with final intervention plans'- 
in Chile, “the last of the CIA big political covert opera-, 
tions, and unsuccessful." •'■ t; - . •....<’

- He said he had favored an initial effort to’back-op- 
? ponents of President Salvador Allende with money and

•advice, assuming Allende would lose a 1976 election, but 
had opposed any further action. '" . • ■ .



'T ,^ ' •’^ '? 'TV* 1

■A MATTER OF DEBATE—John Gerassi, left, 
gives an opinion as moderator Bill Stout, center.

and Ray Cline listen during a daylong confer
ence at USC on the "Age of Conspiracy," 

’ Times photoby Andy Kuji



Single-Bullet Theory 
On Kennedy Backed
EAST LANSING, Mich. ’Sept 16 

(UPI)—;A radiologist who helped' re
view President Kennedy's medical rec
ords says the theory that a single bul
let killed Mr. Kennedy is well founded.

Congressional investigators should 
concentrate on other elements in their 
inquiry into the assassination, Dr. Rus
sell Morgan of Johns Hopkins Univer
sity said.

Dr. Morgan, who spoke at Michigan 
State University yesterday, told re
porters that Mr. Kennedy’s X-rays 
showed conclusively that a single bul
let fired from behind his car was the 
cause of death.

Dr. Morgan was a member of a team 
of medical experts who in 1968 re
viewed the medical records on the Ken
nedy assassination at the request of 
then-Attorney General Ramsey Clark.
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, News Blackout Vowed

Assassinations Panel
Picks a New Counsel

By George Lardner Jr. 
Washington Post Staff Writer

The House Assassinations Commit
tee appointed a former. government 
prosecutor as its new chief counsel 
yesterday and then proclaimed a gag 
rule on its investigations into the 
murders of President Kennedy and 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

The new counsel,. G.-Robert Blakey, 
41, currently director of the' Cornell 
Institute on Organized, Crime, vowed 
to make the news blackout stick and 
said he hoped the press would simply 
go away until the investigations are 
completed. ■ 1 /

“The purpose of this news confer
ence is to announce there will not 
be any more news conferences,” Bla
key told reporters yiesterday after
noon following announcement of his 
appointment by Chairman Louis 
Stokes (D-Ohio).
- Known as a hard-line expert on 
criminal law, Blakey served as a spe
cial attorney in the organized crime 
and racketeering section of the Jus
tice Department from 1960 to 1964. 
Later, as a special consultant to the 
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Criminal Laws and Procedures, he 
played a major role in drafting Title 
III of the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968, the section 
that authorized government wiretap
ping and bugging with judicial war
rants.

Rep. Christopher J. (Dodd (D- 
Conn.), who headed a special commit
tee task force to find a successor to 
former chief counsel Richard A. Spra
gue, said the members sifted through 
115 possible candidates for the job, se
lected 34 for prospective interviews 
and actually interviewed 13.

“Blakey was our principal choice," 
Dodd said, adding that the committee 
began dickering with the Cornell Uni
versity law professor about a month 
ago.

Former Watergate special prosecu
tor Archibald Cox and former Su
preme Court Justice-Arthur Goldberg 
had turned down earlier overtures to 
take the assignment

. Sprague quit March 29 after a pro
longed dispute with former committee 
Chairman Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.) i 
over the staffing and spending for the i 
inquiry.

Stokes coupled announcement of 
Blakey’s appointment with promulga
tion of a new committee rule declar
ing that “all information” will be kept 
confidential “during the preliminary 
evidence-gathering phase” in order to 
protect the witnesses and the 
integrity of the process of the inves
tigation.

“As to the substance of this investi
gation,” the resolution stated, “it shall 
be the policy of this committee and its 
staff not to comment until this inves
tigatory phase is completed.”

Blakey began his brief remarks by ;

G. ROBERT BLAKEY 
... hard-liner on criminal law

quoting the words of Thomas B. 
Dewey in a 1935 radio address shortly 
after his appointment as a special 
prosecutor in New York City to inves
tigate organized crime. ;
“Tn general, it is my belief that a 

talking prosecutor is not a working 
prosecutor,’-’’ Blakey- approvingly 
quoted Dewey as saying. “Tt is my 
sincere hope that the work we are 
doing vanishes from the newspapers.’ ”

Admittedly ill at ease through the 
rest of the press conference, Blakey 
avoided direct answers to many of the 
questions put to him, declining to say 
when public hearings might be ex
pected and what issues involving the 
two assassinations he thinks it most 
important to resolve. He said his $47,- 
500 congressional salary would leave 
him with a substantially reduced in
come flow. When asked why he took 
the job, Blakey said tersely: “I think 
it’s important that it be done.”
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Panel Witness 
T^es,Iiftli|. ’

By. George Lardner Jr ^ ', 
WuHinMottPoC Start X^teK/ ...-’ 

An;: America!^ soldier nf fortune 
oncer active in. attempts to Overthrow 
.Cuban Premier Fidel Castro refused 
to testify.yesterday before a House 
Assassinations subcommittee about 
the slaying of President Kennedy.;.-; 
■ Th$ witness, Lbran Eugene Hall-, 47, 
of Loa-Angeles.*invoked the / Fifth 
Amendment on. the first question and 
told the. subcommittee he, had no in- 
tentidm/bf/answering any inquiries i 
membei»had in mind. '
; Hall told reporters later he was not 
going to make any statements to the 
committee because panel investiga-; 
tors had voiced suspicions that “I was/ 
somehow involved in the' assassins-< 
tion” 'of^Kennedya and. then tricked ; 
him into a meeting last month where 
they served him with a.'surprise sub-.

; “I was^illing to t^
Angeles,” he said. "But they lied to me » 

; and they, lied to Art-Kevin (the radio; 
hewsmairwAdrarrahged the meeting.)”,; 

,? Hall, who demanded that yester- ' 
day’s session-,be‘Held, in. public, was ; 
asked ’Only one question —^ whether । 
he had been in Dallas, Tex., Nov. 22,-;

■ 1963, the day President Kennedy was ’ 
; assassinated there— when his refusal ;

to talk cut the hearing short..'.> ~ ■
1 Bep. /Richardson greyer 4 (D-N.C.),;

' chairman of.the subcommittee invest!- • 
gating the Kennedy "murder, ruled 
that any further questioning would be ' 
inappropriate “since the witness has ; 
invoked ;hir rights- under the , Fifth ’ 
Amendment.” ..ziy,;. .,,":.
; The subcommittee then voted to . 
keep Hall, under subpoena and or-f 
dered him back to Washington for an
other hearing Sept. 14j—,.which .com
mittee aides said/will be the first reg- • 
ular meeting- for the-panel after Con
gressreturns from its summer, recess..' 
; Halls was originally-named . in the ', 
Warren Commission’s report on the 
Kennedy assassination as an anti-Cas- / 
tro activist who visited the Dallas/ 
apartment of Sylvia Odio- in late Sep
tember, 1963, with two men, Odio told / 
the commission, that the visitors spoke 
to; her of killing the President and that > 
one of them, whom she later identified i. 
as Lee-Harvey Oswald’ Was, intro--; 
diiced to her. as !‘LeonvOswald.’7//; ; j

The FBI. said Hall admitted in ..Sep-| 
tember, .'.1964, that. .he ; had" visited', 
Odio, but he later denied ,making such v 
statements, and his two alleged com- * 
panions denied any such meeting- " ■ ! 
, A dapper,; mustachioed ' ex-merce-; 
nary who now works as a real estate; 
dealer in Los Angeles, Hall has, since ■ 
told acquaintances that he occasion-J 
ally stopped in Dallas in. 1963 on vari- ■ 
ous antl-Castro undertakings, but that ■ 
he never took part in a conversation 
or meeting such as Odio described. - 
: Hall is only the second witness, to : 
be summoned before the House Assas- , 
jinatlons Committee in public session ; 
since it was set up nine months ago 
to re-investigate the.murders of Presi-; 
dent Kennedy and the'Rev. Martin f 
Luther King Jr. ’
; The first was Mafia leader Santo 
Trafficante Jr., once the kingpin' of 
syndicate - gambling in pre-Castro' 
Cuba, who also invoked the Fifth 
Amendment. ■' Trafficante and Hall 
were once confined together in Ha
vana briefly in 1959 after Castro rose 
to power.

As to his professed whereabouts on 
the day-President-Kennedy was killed, 
Hall has made no secret of that over 
the years despite his refusal yesterday 
to tell the committee. He has said he 
was in his apartment in Monterey 
Park, Calif., “in my shorts, shaving,”/, 
when the news blared forth on televi
sion. '—'/.</-*//:
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Ex-Castro Soldier Balks at House Inquiry on Kennedy
By WENDELL RAWLS Jr. 

, Special to the New York Times t
WASHINGTON, JunC 7—Loran E. Hail; 

a self-styled soldier of’-fortune who 
fought for Fidel Castro iri Cuba before 
aiming against him in 1959, refused to 
answer que^ions put to him today by 
a' House assassination' subcommittee, 
fehich had hoped to get infdrmationTrom 
itim about a possible conspiracy in’ the 
ftiirder of President Kennedy... ; ' / 

■‘‘ When’ asked if he was iri- Dallas ?6h 
'JoV. 22,1963, the day President Kennedy 
vis'; killed, Mr. Hall .invoked his Fifth 
Amendment privilege against self-incnmk 
nation and said that he wotild do ’the 
same with all other questions jiut to him 
•by the, subcommittee. After continuing 
?Mt. Hall wider subpoena and telling him 
♦ o reappear on Sept. 14, the subcommittee 
'“djOurhed its public hearing. .’
- After the seven-minute hearing.: Mr. 

.flail answered questions at an impromptu 
•news conference at the witness table and 
accused’the committee’s investigators of 
s-lying" to him when they tried to inter

view him in Los Angeles, where he re- 
sides. ( ■

>* . ‘A Lotof Witnesses’ *
: He said that the investigators had told 

him “they had a lot of witnesses who 
said I was involved" in the Kennedy , as- 
sassinatiori, and that Art Kevin, a Los 
Angeles radio newsman, could be present 
while investigators asked questions and 
took a deposition. , , ’-.-/, (

However, before the interview started, 
theinvestigators asked Mr. ikevni to 
leave the room, Mr. Hall said, When Mr. 
Keyin refused to leave and Mr. Hall 
refused to. ask him to; the, investigator 
served him with, a subpoena to appear 
in Washington, Mr.Hall said. :^¥’; 

: Representative ''Richardson*, Preyer, 
Democrat of North Carolina/who is chair
man of the subcommittee, said; that the 
investigators had not promised Mr. Hall 
that the radio reporter, could sit in on 
the interview. He would not comment on 
the Investigators’ alleged use of a news
man to find-Mr. Hall so. he could be 
served'with a subpoena./

But Mr. Preyer did say that- the sub

committee would discuss ways to force 
witnesses to answer, questions, and that 
if would ’consider- granting some wit
nesses immunity ih - exchange for their 
testimony.

The subcommittee was interested in 
pursuing at least three lines of question-, 
ing With Mh Hall, according to sources 
close to the committee. "

h Questions Are Listed
The committee wanted to ask Mr. Hall 

about, his association with an, alleged or
ganized Crime figure, Santos Trafficante 
Jt,, in a Havana jail in 1959.

ThiS .would pursue the possibility that 
anti-Castro Cubans, organized crime fig
ures and some Central Intelligence Agen
cy operatives .had beeri’ involved in the 
murder of< President Kennedy. That 
theory arises from C.I.A. disclosures that 
some organized crime figures had .been 
involved in attempts to assassinate Mr. 
Castro.

The committee also Wanted to, ask Mr. 
Hall about statements made to the cdm- 

.mitthe by a Dutch journalist, Willem Oil
mans, that Mr. Hall had been offered

$50,000 in a Dallas law office if he would
kill Mr. Kennedy. Mr. Hall would not 
Comment today to newsmen about that 
allegation. Previously, he talked publicly' 
about such ah offer but made conflicting 
statements about who wanted Mr. Kenne-. 
dy killed. -

Finally, the committee wanted .to talk 
tp Mr. Hail about the alleged visit that 
he and; Lee Harvey Oswald, President 
Kennedy’s assassin, made to the Dallas, 
home 7of • Sylvia; Odio, an ariti-Castn^ 
Cuban refugee. ?

Mr. Hall had told the-Federal Bureau 
of investigation that he visited Mrs. Odio 
in the company of two other men, neither 
of whom Was Mr. Oswald. He 'subsequent
ly told a different story to the F.B.I./ 
and Mrs. Odio insists that one of the 
men who visited her was Mr. Oswald.



House Inquiry Reported Fruitless ■’ 
On Kennedy-King Assassinations

—

ByWENDALLRAWLSJri;> "'; ,..- -.;... :..c' ^J;
7.' Sp«1*1 t»Tt» New JortHma. ;>,j '.’Cl, jj '•cr>Yt^;'

WASHINGTON, June 5—The House Se- provided, on the basis. ;pt;his published
lect Committee on Assassinations, which 
has been in operation for eight months, 
has comeup with virtually no new infor- 
mation or evidence relating to the death, 
of President. Kenhedy or of the Rev. Or, 
Martin Luther King Jr; and haj- discov
ered that much of the so-called “new in
formation?*, on which; Congress based its 
decision to.recpen the investigations is 
in error, according to a well-placed com
mittee source;
“We certainly have'come up with noth

ing earthshaking,”’the source said, **and 
much that witnesses tell us is in conflict 
with: what they supposedly told people

: who have Written books about the assas-- 
elnations ■ and who?-have -provided—the 
basic leads for the committee to pursue.”

An- examination by The New York 
*taes has determined that it was Mark 
Sene, the .1 author and lecturer, who

works, most of the“newleads.”;/’’ ’ ’ XI
Moreover, according;.to:several officials 

familiar with the j genesis, ,ahd?.scope' ‘of 
the committee’s. myestig^ and Mr. 
Lane himself—Mr, Lg^aw^’.the.primary 
force; behind the'/fonq$^^£^ 
mittee .and the architect.oftte; $rect$a 
that tlfe investi^tibn shoul^^^^^ 
' Mr. Lane,’a former New- "York State 
legislator, better known for his book 
“Rush; to Judgment,” criticizing the offi» 
cial’investigations of the Kennedy assas
sination, was unsuccessful for’ two years 
in his attempts to get Congress to reopen 
an investigation into the death of -Mr. 
Kennedy in Dallas/';
• But early- last year'he began looking 
into Dr. Kings death and persuaded the 
civil rights leader’s widow, Coretta King,

Continued on .Page 20, Column 1



Information. Act,' the unnamed “witness” 
is. a former nightclub dancer who per
formed under the name Cochise. ' "

According to Mr. Weisberg, Cochise is 
now married to a clergyman and living 
in Texas. Mr, Weisberg observes ..that 
“Cochise” says ‘;“she was introduced by 
one-man, j now' dead, to. another - man,. 
also dead, and there is no way to prove 
or disprove it” - z ?'.i

The report cites another unnamed “wit
ness” who was “an F.B.I. security code 
clerk in the New Orleans field office from 
1961 to 1966" and who says that the 
F.B.I. sent a teletype message to all its 
offices five days before the Kennedy as- 
.sassination warning -of-a-reported con-’ 
spiracyJ by a. “militant revolutionary 
group”, to kill .-hhe President on his pro
posed trip to Dallas on Nov. 22 and 23. 
—/That witness, according to Mr. Weis- 
berg,' is’William Waiters,.who served as 
an F.B.I.'clerkwhile in college end who ■ 
has saidthe same thing on a CBS televi-- 
sion show and to another Congressional 
committee 18 months ago.: -

Mr, Weisberg, who favors a thorough 
reinvestigation of the assassinations and 
does.: not-believe that either-death hap
pened as official versions contend, main
tains that the committee claims new and 
relevant.formation and leads that are : 
neither-new nor relevant and seemed, to • 
have been pursued “because of their pub
lic relations attractiveness.” '., ; / ?

Public opinion polls have shown that' 
the vast majority of Americans do not 
believe that Oswald or James Earl Ray 
acted alone. - . ,

Other Ray Interviews Cited
.? At a public hearing, the committee staff 
said that it planned to investigate, a letter 
purportedly written by Oswald to a “Mr. 
Hunt,” asking that “we discuss the mat
ter fully before any steps are taken-’by 
me or anybody else.’’‘

. Nothing in the letter says that the re-’ 
cipient was the late Texas oil magnate,. 
H.L. Hunt, or E. Howard Hunt Jr., the 
Watergate conspirator. Mr. Weisberg 
asks, “What liberal politician or oil-com- 

.pany hater would oppose checking into 
that, letter, of which I have had a copy 
Tori two years and which has been avail
able to the: public for 18 months?” <

As regardythe assassination of Dr. 
King. the. committee-reported on March 
28 that the "most important current 
development is the willingness-of James 
Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty to the mur
der, to talk to the committee.” ? ’. ”

The report does not say that Mrr Ray: 
has been interviewed by at least ’four, 
newspapers, the Tom Snyder “Tomor
row” television show and a French televi- 
sion show,' or .that he testified for two 
daysiunder cross-examination at an evi
dentiary hearing in October 1974 and tes
tified in a civillawsuit he brought against 
the' author of a book about him. , '

The report said further that the com
mittee had “uncovered other areas of pos
sible assistance'to Ray’’.and cited.“bank, 
records” as showing that Mr. Ray’s safety 
deposit box in a Birmingham, Ala., bank 
"was-closed by someone living in Baton 
Rouge, La.,” while Mr. Ray allegedly was 
in Los Angeles. - 
. According to Mr. Weisberg, who was

Continued From Page 1 ' \.

to solicit support from the Congressional 
। Black Caucus for a-reinvestigation of 

both assassinations. ?
> Shortly after such an investigating 
committee was formed, Mr.* Lane and the 
comedian Dick Gregory began work on 
a book about Dr. King and the assassina
tion in Memphis. Mr. Lane refused to say 
how much they received from the pub
lisher as an advance against royalties, 
but it was reported to have been 
$100,000.

The book, entitled "Code Name Zorro,” 
was recently published—at about the 
time that the committee, according-to 
minutes of one of its executive sessions, 
was seeking favorable public and Con
gressional reaction to its request for 

■ ; funds,
• Fromthe committee’s inception, staff 
-members acknowledge, Mr. Lane’s books,. 
.theories and private, investigations, have 
•provided the- “working manuals" and the 
forking hypotheses” for the investiga-

i' ¥ * Delay in Work Cited '' "

- ; * The committee source said that internal 
problems that, resulted in the resignations 
of the committee’s chairman, Representa
tive Henry B. Gonzalez, Democrat of 
Texas, and its chief 'counsel, Richard A. 
■Sprague, had delayed the active investi
gation phase of the committee’s work 
until the “past two or three weeks.” ’ . n 
■ ' This was true,: the source said,, even 
though the committee issued a report 
March 28 asserting that it was already 
pursuing.“new leads’’ and had. processed

, “new information.”, ' <V • '’, ?’’’?’ A 
Just as the committee almost collapsed 

In controversy a few weeks ago, much 
■i of the new evidence appears to be falling 
< apart. The lack of credible new evidence 
j has been cited to explain why the com

mittee has been unable to obtain a new 
chief counsel to replace Mr. Sprague. 
Arthur Goldberg, the former Supreme 
Court Justice, and- Archibald: Cox, the 
former Watergate, special ■ prosecutor, 
have both declined the post. - '-- ^ ’-?

The report of March 28 said, “much' 
bf the new evidence is of a highly sensi
tive nature and cannot be publicly dis- 

, closed at this time,” but it gave “repre- 
sentativa examples which illustrate the 
leads tha committee is currently pursu
ing.”'? ■■?,•;?
< An Unnamed Witness
i In one of the examples, apparently de
signed to show that the Warren Commis- 
aion was remiss in its conclusion that 
Lee Harvey Oswald had-never seen Jack 
Ruby before Nov. 22, 1963, .the report 
said the “committee-staff has. spoken 
with “an unnamed ■ witness” who has

• never been previously interviewed” and 
who stated, that-in November 1963, before 
the assassination of President Kennedy, 
the witness was introduced' to Oswald 
by Jack Ruby. ’ ^ :

According to Harold Weisberg, a former 
Senate investigator who has investigated 
the Kennedy assassination for the last 
13 years, written six books about it and 
collected thousands of pages of Govern
ment documents through the Freedom of



I hired by Mr. Ray’s lawyer as an investi- 
1 gator for several years, Mr. Ray closed: 
the safety deposit box by returning the 
key in a letter that he mailed from. Baton 
Rouge while on a trip from Los Angeles 
to New Orleans. , '•:-

The committee said that it was examin
ing information provided by Mr. Lane 
that would implicate the Memphis Police 
Department and the F.B.L as assisting 
Dr. King’s assassin “just before and im
mediately after the murder.”

The evidence that the committee cites 
is that a black policeman was relieved 
of Iris assignment at a surveillance post 
on the day-of the King murder. The re
port does not mention that T2 members 
of a police tactical squad were at that 

: same point at the time of the assassina
tion. ’J-..

‘One of Biggest Issues* _ .
One of the committee members, Repre

sentative/Yvonne Brathwaite Burke, 
Democrat of California, said “one of the 
biggest issues’? the committee was inves
tigating was how and why Dr. King was 
"lured" out onto the balcony of the Lor
raine Motel where he was shot -

The fact is-that the only exit from Dr. 
King’s room was onto the balcony.
\ Mrs. Burke, as chairman of the-Con

gressional Black Caucus in 1976, was one 
of the more influential people applying 
pressure on the House Democratic leader
ship to form a committee to investigate 
the assassinations. ’ "

Former Representative Thomas Down
ing, Democrat of Virginia, who was the 
first chairman of. the Select Committee 

i on Assassinations, said that his original 
resolution calling for an investigating 

: committee -limited it to a re-examination 
of the Kennedy assassination. He said 
that Mr. Lane “was constantly around 

: the office” providing information and 
1 leads that would show the need of a com
mittee to investigate the death.

Mr. Downing’s bill was killed in the 
House Rules Committee, and it appeared 

. that efforts to reopen the Kennedy inves- 
, tigation had run their course. Mr. Lane, 
: however, did not cease his efforts.. In his 
own version, backed up by other sources, 
he said in a telephone: interview from 
Chicago:

“I moved to Washington in January 
1975 and established the'Citizens’ Com- 
mission of Inquiry for the purpose of 
trying to get Congress to reinvestigate 
the-Kennedy assassination. It was funded 
by the $70,000 to $80,000 a year I made 
in traveling and lecturing. .

“After, the effort was defeated last 
March [1975] in the Rules Committee,

Abby. Mann, [creator of the television 
series “Kojak”] told me about a two-hbur 
program he was putting together on the 
life of Dr. King. He wanted to do a little 
on the death, and he wanted me to help 
him.”. , ___ _______
z So, Mr. Lane said,- he wentto Memphis, 
and interviewed . some people, on tape 
recordings and concluded that the F.B.L 
was involved in the murder, ; j . . j

. "We went to see Mrs. Coretta King; 
and I told her about all the evidence we 
had uncovered,” Mr. Lane said, "and she 
said it conf inped her suspicion about the 
F.B.L”.

Then,. Mr, Laine called former Represent 
tative Andrew. Young, Democrat of Geor
gia, who is how the United States chief 
delegate , at the United Nations, and told 
him about the ‘'new evidence.” An hour 
later, Mr; Lane met in Mr, Young’s Capi
tol Hill office, with Walter Fauntroy, 
Democratic- Delegate *bf- the -District: of. 
Columbia, and Mrs. Burke,

Subsequently, Mr, Lane and* Mrs. King 
met with the Black Caucus. In August, 
the caucus accompanied Mrs.: King to a 
meeting .with Carl Albert, who was then 
Speaker of the House, and his heir appar
ent, Representative Thomas. P., O’Neill Jr;, 
Democrat of Massachusetts.-: c

The leadership - was reminded’ of the 
influence that black voters would have’ 
on the outcome of the Presidential elec
tion, Mr. Lane said, and Mr. Albert was 
persuaded of the need for a Congressional 
investigation of both assassinations,

The leadership wanted to wait until 
the new Congress before naming such 
a committee, but Mrs. King was insistent 
The leadership relented, and in: September 
the. committee was . formed. Numerous 
sources, in Congress-said that without 
pressure from the Black Caucus no com
mittee would -have been approved by the 
House.. . i ■

Not only was Mr. Lane instrumental 
in getting a committee named, but he 
was also perhaps most instrumental in 
getting Mr. Sprague named chief.counsel. 
He was the first person to get in touch 
with Mr. Sprague, and he lobbied diligent
ly m his behalf with both the; committee 
members and their staffs. ., ; >

Within a few months, however, a bitter 
feud between Mr. Sprague and the chair
man, Mr. Gonzalez, led to the resignation 
of both from the committee.

The committee still has no permanent 
staff director or chief counsel to guide 
the $2.5 million investigation. After eight- 
months, it is about where it was at the 
beginning—checking “new leads,” gath
ering “new evidence"- and searching for 
a chief counsel. - i



42 ROLLINGSTONE. JUNE 2,1977

News & opinion
The Deadly Kennedy Probe
■■»■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

EXECUTION FOR 
THE WITNESSES

By Howard Kohn

HARLES NICOLET- 
- ti used to drive a “Syn
dicate Special”—a car 
equipped with a fake 
radio-speaker grill for

hiding guns, and with switches to 
black out the rear lights—cus
tomized for his job as an under
world assassin. At one time he 
was unrivaled as a hit man in 
Chicago. ..T'

When Syndicate leaders Sam 
Giancana and John Roselli 
helped the CIA hatch an assas
sination plot against Fidel Cas-' 
tro in 1960, they recruited Nico
letti to map logistics. Nicoletti’s 
role was not revealed when the 
Senate discovered the plot in 

. 1975, but the House Assassina
tions Committee, which has re
opened the John Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King murder cas
es, discovered his involvement, 
and decided to interview him. •

House. investigators began 
making phone calls to locate 
Nicoletti on March 28th', 1977, 
according to a committee source. , 
One day later Nicoletti was exe
cuted, joiningGiancana and Ro
selli as the third victim of a mys-. 
teridusly desperate purge.

Aside from their shared Syn
dicate and anti-Castro histories, 
there was one other theme com
mon to the three men. All had 
been sought for questioning 
about Kennedy’s assassination.

On June 19th, 1975, a few days 
before Giancana was to appear 
before the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, a gunman slipped 
into the kitchen of his Chicago 
mansion and interrupted his late-. 
night snack with a barrage of 
bullets pointedly aimed at his 
throat and mouth. On August 
7th, 1976, shortly after Roselli 
began talking to Senate investi
gators about the Kennedy case.

his body was found stuffed in a 
chain-draped oil drum floating 
in a bay off Miami. - - ?v“

Nicoletti met his fate; three 
shots iti the back of his head, as 
he sat in his late-model Oldsmo
bile at the Golden Horns Res-, 
taurant parking lot in Chicago.: 
As his body slumped in the front 
seat, his foot apparently stuck 
on the accelerator, overheating 
the engine, setting the car ablaze. 
and obliterating fingerprints and 
other physical clues.
" But the slaying was in classic 
gangland style and strengthened 
a growing conviction that the 

. Syndicate was somehow involved 
in Kennedy’s death. “There’s no 
way to prove it yet,” the.com-. 
mittee source told Rolling

-..Stone, “but there had to be some 
overwhelming reason, like the 
Kennedy case, to warrant knock
ing off someone as powerful as 
Nicoletti.” Adding to that sur
mise was the impatient nature of. 
his killers; if they had waited,; 
lung cancer would have silenced 
Nicoletti - by summer, a fact 
probably known within his Syn
dicate circle. ;T ’■’ ' /; - - 
: House investigators, according. 
to the source,, had planned to 
question Nicoletti about a com
plicated conspiracy theory they 
are pursuing. The gist of the 
theory is that Cuban exiles and 
Syndicate gambling bosses, aid
ed and abetted by the CIA,.

: teamed up to kill Castro and ■ 
turned on Kennedy in 1963 when

*

®8jS?
i

.the American president reached 
for detente - with the bearded 
■revolutionary.;CT ' -'t-A.i 
' The Syndicate’s apparent mo
tive was greed. Castro had pad- 

: locked the gambling spas and
evicted the high-rollers from Ha- 
vannand the Syndicate wanted to

" overthrow Castro to regain $100 
million a year in revenue. \ *

Giancana, the_Chicago; don

Loose Talk

Howard Kohn did a lengthy in
vestigation of the Syndicate and- 
the CIA last year in writing 
“Strange Bedfellows” (RS 213).

“When I first went to Washington I thought, what is li’I ol’. 
me doing with these 99 great people? Now I ask myself, what 
am I doing with these 99 jerks?”--- Senator S.I..Hayakawa

“I’ve made so many movies playing a hooker that they don’t 
pay me in the regular way anymore. They leave it on the ' 
dresser.”—Shirley MacLaine .; .C
“You are suggesting I have some sort of romantic attachment. 
I have no relationship with her, just a passing acquaintance 
for two nights.” /

. -—Mick Jagger when asked about Margaret Trudeau

■ and a heavy investor in the Ha 
vana casinos, was a big’ lbser 
when: Castro seized powerTm •

11959. "Roselli^ a good friend of 
Giancana, was a Syndicate jour
neyman who. helped set up roti-- 
Jette .wheels and dice tables; in 
Havansi and later in Las Vegas. 
SantoTraifficarite, the Miami don 
and the fourth Syndicate mem-

; ber involved in the CIA’s plot ph: 
Castro, had been in charge of 
administering the Havana, gam
bling empire ’ -

Largely because of the Gian- 
cana and Roselli murders/the 
Houseinvestigatorstargetedthe 
Syndicate as a number one sus
pect in the Kennedy case,’devot
ing long houfs.to finding under
world figures willing to talk. In 
mid- March they subpoenaed 

. Trafficante, but the aging Miami 
’mobster refused to answer their 
'questions. Te T
T Among those who did cooper- ■ 
ate, however, was Charles Cri- I 
maldi, a contract killer-turned- ' 
author who soldiered with Nico- ‘ 
letti in the Chicago gangland i 
wars. In his book Contract Killer, 

. published in winter 1976, Cri- 
maldi accused CIA agents of 
executing Giancana, Roselli and

PHcrroc.BAPHR nv mMw* ZthpV



| deposed Teamster boss Jimmy 
I Hoffa, who disappeared in July

1975 and who, Crimaldi said, 
served as a liaison between the 
CIA and the Syndicate in the 
Castro plot.; / s

Crimaldi apparently tipped off 
the House investigators to Nico
letti, and they immediately-be
gan trying to arrange an inter
view. According to the commit
tee source, they hoped that Nico
letti could supply information 
not only about the CIA but also 
about Dallas nightclub owner 
Jack Ruby’s alleged connections 
to the Syndicate. The Warren 
Commission had dismissed Ruby • 
as a psychotic patriot'and gen
erally overlooked his criminal 
background.; But House investi
gators, have been trying to con
firm an allegation that the Syndi
cate ordered Ruby to shoot Lee 
Harvey Oswald to keep himfrom 
talking. '
' In his prime,.Nicoletti over- . 
saw Chicago’s illegal betting, a 
vast business that once counted .;

Three former ^; ^ ‘ „ 
Syndicate members,^ ' 
all victims of a V ” 
mysterious p urge '
(clockwise from top J: 
Jvhn Roselli, Charles 
Nicoletti, Sam 
Giancana. All were 

‘Soughtfor questioning 
about the Kennedy 
assassination.

Ruby among its aspiring hustlers. 
At age 15, Ruby was running er
rands for Frank “The Enforcer” 
Nitty, heir to Al Capone. Then 
Ruby-began selling “tip sheets” 
at racetracks and moved up to a 
top position in a Chicago union J 
described b^ the FBI as “largely 
a shakedown operation.” A Sen-, 
ate investigation later found that ; 
Ruby's union helped open up ' ■-

; 'Chicago’s organized labor to
i Syndicate corruption and led to ' 

the Syndicate’s alliance with
[ Hoffa. - ’
' Ruby , transferred to Dallas .
; in 1947, where he took over a —
’ nightclub. Former Dallas sheiiff 

Steve Guthrie told the Warren
: Commission that a local racket

eer had offered him $150,000 to 
allow Ruby and his Chicago as
sociates to use the nightclub as a 
Syndicate gambling front. In 
1956 ah informant told the FBI 
that “Ruby is the [Syndicate! 
payoff man for the Dallas police 
department’’Ruby also was im
plicated in a narcotics and gun
smuggling ring.

When Castro began his revo
lution in the Cuban hills, Ruby 
initially supported him and sold 
him U.S.-made weapons. In Au-
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gust 1959 Ruby visited Havana 
at the invitation of Lewis Mc- 
Willie, the Syndicate’s manager 
at the Tropicana casino and a 
man Ruby said he “idolized.”, A 
friend of Ruby’s recently told 
House investigators that the for
mer errand boy had been sum
moned to help arrange freedom 
for Santo Trafficante and two 
other mobsters Castro had im-' 
prisoned. Ruby allegedly con
ferred with Trafficante in his cell 
and made preparations to inter
cede with Castro. But the plan 
became moot when Castro de- 
ported Trafficante... .

• Ruby, along with hisSyndicate 
friends, became bitterly anti-Cas- 
trp after the Cuban leader shut, 
down- the casinosr-in which 
Ruby reportedly held an interest 
—and. embraced, communism. 
That fury later was directed at 
Kennedy after he failed to oust 
Castro.: According, to columnist 
Jack,. Anderson,, a, Cuban exile 
told. House investigators of a 

. conversation in which Trafficante 
saidKennedy is going do be'

.Inthemonths preceding the- 
Kennedy assassination - Ruby 
again was in touch with the Syn
dicate, flying to Nevada to see 
McWillie, who had gone to work 
at a casino allegedly owned in 
part by Giancana, and phoning 
three other men with connections 
to the Teamsters and the Chicago 
underworld. , ,

■ That much of Ruby’s schedule 
has been known for some time. 
But Ruby’s friend has informed 
House investigators that Ruby 
also met with Roselli in Miami a 
few months prior to the assassi
nation. In addition, according to 
a confidential cpmmittee memo, 
Roselli suggested privately that 
the Syndicate used Ruby to elim
inate Oswald.

As it did with Ruby, the War
ren Commission labeled Oswald 
a deranged loner. But, according 
to the committee source, House 
investigators now think Oswald 
may have been part of an anti
Castro conspiracy, calculated to 
blame Castro for Kennedy’s 
death and trigger a war with 
Cuba. They suspect that Oswald 
posed as a pro-Castroite to mask 
his real intentions and are; fol
lowing leads connecting him to 
the Miami-based Cuban refugee 
community. Cuban exiles pro
vided the troops for the CIA’s 
1961 Bay of Pigs invasion and 
then lobbied for a second anti
Castro attack after that one 
aborted. Because Kennedy ig
nored their plea, they had a mo
tive for making a pact with the 
Syndicate against the president.

Oswald presented himself as a 
pro-Castro supporter, distribut
ing political leaflets in New Or
leans and scuffling with a mem
ber of the anti-Castro Cuban 
Revolutionary Council (CRC), 
a macho display that gained him 
local media notice. But an un
likely coincidence has long iri-

trigued assassination research
ers: the CRC's New Orleans 
headquarters was at 544 Camp 
Street, the same address which 
Oswald stamped on his pro
Castro literature.

Former CIA. contract agent 
Robert Morrow has now given 
House investigators the names 
of three anti-Castro Cubans he 
says were associates’of Oswald, s 
The three belonged to a group 
headquartered at a Florida jun-; 
gle camp known as “No ,Name 
Key,” and the investigators haVe: 
obtained photos 'showing- CIA 
agentswho. trainedythergfoup. 
: ' One of thethreerLbran Hall, 
.has a particularly curious his- 
tory.\In they Sixties he twice . . 
played a key role in undermining ;: 
'official- probes, of an anti-Ken- - 
-nedy-conspiracy; In 1967- he. at-; 
tachedhimselfto'New. Orleans; 
district attorney Jim Garrison’s 
investigation and; steered it into 
a case of mistaken identity that 
helped: discredif Garrison. Ear-' 
her, ar a”Warren: Gommissioh 

|witaess;:fiehad helped debunk h > 
’theory'that anti-Castro forces “ 
'diiped Oswald;'7'^^U . U-‘ 
: s That theory was advanced by t 
two- of the commission’s lawyers, - - 
David Slawson and William ; 
Coleman, who felt anti-Castro- 
ites might have pushed pro-Cas- - 
troite Oswald into shooting Ken- £ 
nedy.“The motive.of this would, 
of course, be the expectation that! . 
after the president was killed Os- J 
Wald would be caught or at least' . 
his , identity ascertained,” Slaw- c 
sori and ^Coleman wrote, in a.; 
memo declassified in 1975. “The • 
law enforcement authorities and ‘ 
the public would then blame the 
assassination on the Castro gov
ernment, and the call for its 
forcible overthrow would be ir
resistible.” . ; - ’ ; \

(Ruby, who died of cancer in 
1967, allegedly told a jailhouse ; 
visitor that he had expected Ken
nedy’s assassination to incite a 
second Bay of Pigs invasion.)

Although the Warren Com
mission eventually discarded the 
theory, House investigators, are 
taking a new look at Oswald and 
his affiliations. An important dif
ference in their investigation is 
the suspicion that Oswald feigned 
his pro-Castro -stance—and did - 
so at the behest of the CIA. J /.

The unexplained suicides oP 
two other potential witnesses the 
same week as Nicoletti’s execu-, 
tion have helped turn the invest!- , 
gators’ attention to the U.S. in
telligence community.

A half day before Nicoletti 
was slain, and only a few hours, 
after learning House investiga- : 
tors wanted to interrogate him, . 
Russian immigrant George de - 
Mohrenschildt apparently pulled/ 
the trigger of a 20-gauge shot-, 
gun put to his mouth. He had < 
been a friend of Oswald, an in-/ 
ternationally traveled petroleum 
engineer and, according to Unit
ed Press International, a GIA _ 
operative. Dutch journalist Wil- "
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lem Oilmans also claimed de 
Mohrenschildt had privately con
fessed a role in an anti-Kennedy 
conspiracy.

House investigators recorded 
Oilmans’ secondhand tale, but, 
according to the committee 
source, they are more piqued by 
de Mohrenschildt’s association 
with the CIA. So far they have 
determined that the Agency de
briefed de Mohrenschildt after 
his frequent business trips to 
Soviet bloc countries in the Fif
ties and Sixties, and they are try
ing to pin down an allegation 
that the CIA assigned himto be
friend and watch Oswald.

Seven days after de Mohren
schildt’s alleged suicide in Palm 
Beach, another immigrant with. 
CIA connections took the same 
escape 60 miles away in Miami 
Beach; Carlos Prio Socarras, the 

■ former president of Cuba and a 
' fervent anti-Castroite, apparent- ■ 
’ ly shot himself in the chest with; 
,a -.38-caliber revolver. Prio had 

> * been a spokesman for the Cuban 
? exiles and only a few weeks be- 
’ fore Had prevailed on Secretary 
7 of State Cyrus Vance to halt the

Carter administration’s revived: 
\ rapprochement with Castro, i j 
-/’-'Although House investigators 

had hot yet contacted Prio, his 
. name was on their list of possible 

witnesses because of an FBI. re
port that Prio,as principal owner 
of a casino in pre-Castro Havana, 
had numbered Jack Ruby among 
his junior partners. (Before he. 

. - was forced from office in 1952, 
; Prio had allegedly amassed an 

investment trove of $30 million 
in misappropriated funds.) h

Like Ruby, Prio helped smug
gle guns to Castro’s guerrilla 
forces and then felt betrayed 
when Castro outlawed gambling. 
In retaliation he joined with the 
CIA in recruiting Cuban exiles 
for the Bay of Pigs army.: If

. Prio and de Mohrenschildt’s. 
CIA connections and untimely 
deaths refueled the argument 
about Oswald’s alleged relation
ship with the Agency. A former

KingProbeWidens
T ; T OUSE ASSASSINATIONS COMMITTEE IN- | j vestigators are following two leads connecting the B ■ Syndicate to the Martin Luther King assassination. 9 I The first is an allegation that Frank Liberto, 

identified in a secret committee report as “a person 
with organized-crime connections,” was seen talking to con
fessed King assassin James Earl Ray ai^d an Alabama gun-shop 
owner shortly before the assassination. The gun dealer allegedly 
was holding a rifle and is quoted in the report as saying that 
“this is the gun that is going to kill Martin Luther King.”

The second is the claim of Myron Billett,a self-described 
former FBI undercover operative, that FBI and CIA agents 
offered the late Syndicate don-of-dons Carlo Gambino $1 
million to kill King. Billett,now in an Ohio penitentiary, says 
Gambino rejected the contract. ■

.Carlos Prto Socarras 
[(top) arid George de 
Mohrenschildt

Soviet intelligence agent told the 
Warren Commission that the So- 

:viets suspected Oswald was a 
pretender working for the CIA 
when he defected to the U.S.S.R. 
in 1959.. The Warren Report, 
however, seemed to disregard 
this and. other evidence of Os- 
wald’s spylike behavior, as well 
as his background as a Marine 
with a top security clearance who 
served at secret military bases 
and who was handed back his 
citizenship papers in 1962 despite 
his vaunted defection. ‘
" In March 1977 two freelance 

researchers acquired part of the 
CIA’s Oswald file through a 
Freedom of Information request.

■ Among the papers was a “201” 
personality file, dated December 
9th, 1960, about a year after Os
wald . moved to the U.S.S.R.

Agency officials claim the file 
grew out of its routine monitor
ing of a defector, but some ex
CIA agents say the “201” desig
nation means Oswald actually 
took orders from the U.S. intel-

■ ligence community. ;
The ever-widening circle of 

connections was something 
House investigators had planned 
to discuss with Charles Nicoletti 
—partly because a gang of CIA- 
trained Cubans has become an 
integral and controversial part of 
the Syndicate. -

Since the early Sixties this 
“Cuban Mafia” has operated one 
of the world’s largest smuggling 
rings, shipping narcotics, guns 
and prostitutes through Miami 
to Syndicate outlets in New Or
leans, Chicago, Las Vegas and 
up the East Coast corridor. Ac
cording to a Miami source, Nico
letti resented the intrusion of the 
Cubans and had become 
estranged from the Syndicate 
since the death of Sam Giancana, 
his one-time boss; The Washing
ton Post repotted that Nicoletti

i “felt the CIA was taking over the 
operation.” He apparently equat
ed the Cubans with the Agency 
since the CIA, according to the 
Post, helps protect the smuggling .

/ - In the past two- years; the 
■Miami source told Rolling 
Stone,- the Cubans have also 
established themselves as profes
sional killers. Three “Cuban Ma
fia”- members and a freelance 
CIA operative are being investi
gated in the 1976 bombing assas- 
sination of former Chilean am
bassador Orlando Letelier, and 
the Cubans also are under sus
picion in several Syndicate mur-

' ders. - ' ■; - •■'• ■*'" ^ “3 a t
('-' Among' their alleged victims, 
according to the Miami source, 
was Giancana, who was shot 
with a ,22-caliber gun. A .22 is 
an unusual assassin’s weapon in 
that it demands superior marks
manship. But the small-caliber 
guns apparently are favored by 
the Cubans, thanks to the quality 
of their CIA training, and have 
been used in at least 20 murders. 

■ Most of the liquidations were 
Syndicate turncoats who had 
been cooperative with federal 
organized-crime prosecutions. 
The FBI recently embarked bn a 
special investigation of the “.22 
murders.” But because the FBI 
has shrunk from exposing CIA- 
related wrongdoing, and has a 
record of suppressing Kennedy- 
related evidence, House investi
gators doubt the FBI probe will 
benefit them. . ■ -

Nor, for that matter, do they 
expect their own work to bring a 
quick resolution. Despite a num
ber of promising leads, the in
vestigation remains a labyrinth 
blocked at key intersections by 
importune corpses. “It seems like 
every time somebody important 
turns up,” the committee source 
laments, “he turns up dead.” .

PHOTOGRAPHS BY ALBERT C0YA-M1AMI HERALD (TOP); WIDE WORLD
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JFK-King Paneth "
feting Staff
A Hous* ssassinationsL jCpmmittee’ 
Chairman Louis B. Stokes-:. (D-0 bio) 
has hame6?.Th^ as.
acting -staff director: for theu inquiry 
into the murders •’of' President Ken
nedy -arid Martin Luther King Jr? 
?■ The temporary/..assignment' was 
made . Monday following the resign- 
ation .of. acting chief counsel ’ and 
staff director Alvin B. Lewis Jr. Lewis, 
former special .counsel* for? the3com
mittee; had agreed'to stay ; on for, 
only a few weeks after the resign
ation of chief/ counsel Richard. A..
Sprague. ” ■ ■
TLambeth, 42, has been administra-, 

five assistant to Rep. Richardson 
Greyer (D-N.C.), chairman of the sub
committee. investigating the Kennedy 
assassination. He is currently dividing 
his time between work for Pfeyer and 
Serving as chief administrator of the 
committee staff and liaison - between 
the staff and committee members.
; The investigations'-are; being: direc
ted- by - deputy chief counsels: Robert . 
Tanenbaum and Robert Lehner while

Director
the Search for a .new chief counsel, 
continues. ??r ?«\<»-1» ^ 

.■/v‘i rhey’ve:got tremendous-^ 
Sprague said yesterday.in ^.telephone1? 
interviewffrom Philadelph!a.where he? 
has resumed his?pH^®praeflce;ij 
“TheyTraven’t fijredvfi?single person?

1 since J‘left >?%sarid'thesads'truth is? 
; that.as of this date, they have not had 

access td one classified document” ' ? 
'.The committee?staff now numbers^ 

. 5£K-r perSons ' and? has. .-:58';- vacancies./ 
Sprague had complete- hiring andM? 
ing authority when-he was in charge' 
of the staff, but since then, he said,.! 
the 12 committee members have been 
unable to agree among themselves 
oh even the hiring of a hew secretary.

' The committee has also had no sue-.- 
’ cess in finding a permanent successor ?
to Sprague^■ . ?? ? . /x■
...“I am convinced it's not going toj- 
fly,” Sprague said. “The nature of con
gressmen and their habit of approach-?

’ ing, things-from apolitical angle just? 
make it impossible. to do-this pnvesti- ' 
gation] the right, way.” ‘ 55 ; . ?
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Mark Lane: The Man Behind 
; ■The Assassination Probe

7-*^ ’" .'

' By George Lardner Jr<

AT ONE OF their earliest executive sessions last fall, y 
eachmember of the House Assassinations^Commit- J 
tee was handed for eyes-only inspection a black looseleaf , 

binder about .themurdersof President Kennedy and y ■ 
:'Martin Luther King Jr. : - - « ., 4_'J

■■ In keeping with the “sensitivity’' of the information it 
contained, all the members were required to surrender 
their copies at the end of the meeting. ■

The press and public hive yet to get a glimpse of the ' 
secret; briefihg book. But it was all old stuff to Mark - 
Lane, the* quarrelsome critic of the Warren Commission 
and other assassination investigations. He. had already 
been shown a copy in the offices of the then-chief coun
sei of the committee, Richard A. Sprague. . . ' >

“I thought it was a remarkable job in a very short pe
riod of time;”-M^ Lane.; He; suggested this may have • 
been partly due to the fact that he himself had given a 
number of briefings in the. course of the committee 
staffs preparation of the report, a so-called “threshold - 
analysis" of the two murders.. ” • .

Mark Lane is riding high in the 14th year of; his en
deavors as,: entrepreneur, circuit rider and self-ap
pointed revisionist of the Kennedy and King assassina- ' ,

Lardner is a member of The Posts national staff.

tions. His headquarters sits atop Capitol Hill. He was the 1 
genial host at a press conference here earlier this month . ' 
to kick off. the promotion for his latest enterprise, with ' 
Dick Gregory. It is a book entitled “Code Name ‘Zorro’: 
the Murder of Martin Luther King Jr.,” and its’publish-41 
ers have tentatively earmarked $50,000 to turn it into “a 
number one best seller immediately.” - ;

Dozens of reporters from such variedorganizations as 
Agence France Presse, the Nashville Tennessean, the

* Cleveland Plain Dealer and Jornal do Brasil showed up. - 
' 'Lane, just turned 50, held forth with the confidence of a - 
' veteran pitchman, presiding over a mockup of the mur

der scene; labeling the FBI as -prime suspects” in the
. ;~ killing, and finally finishing to a small burst of applause 
^' from student admirers in the audience. ', v" . >

. > Lecture^ Books and Bumper Stickers '
' operates from a somewhat clut-;

* i tered, four-story-townhouse hr the toniestarea of 
Capitol Hill,-just across the,street from the-;Supreme

. Court His standard of living is modest, he says: a 1963 , 
- - Volkswagen; three suits and a $506 savings account <’ ■ -

. — - '. is. r'
> - .-SeeLANE,PageG5

®



jLANE, From Page G1
He gets $1,000 to $1,750 for his lecture performances. 

His Citizens Commission of Inquiry sells copies of his 11- 
year-old book, "Rush to Judgment,” at $5.95 each, prints / 

.’ 'Of the Zapruder film of the JFK assassination at $25 a 
; crack and, for the budget-minded, bumper stickers and 
; buttons asking "Who Killed Kennedy? Ask Congress" 
; for half a dollar apiece.
j’ ; Lane says he gives all his lecture proceeds, $70,000 in 
7 the past two years, to the Citizens Commission, an organ- .
‘i ization he controls. ;■<■<;’ -^c :
■ ^ A glibshowman who can ser^e up a beguiling blendrof 
- ; fact and fiction, Lane moved to Washington in January 
; of 1975 “following the Watergate disclosures’—and ? 
। whenit became plain tome, for the first time, that Con- 
; ' gress might beconvinced to conduct an investigation of 
; . the Kennedy assassination." ’
< v He established the Citizens Contmission, “a non-profit 
"; organization devoted to a congressionalreopening’’of 
i the issue, bought what he describes as "an old boarding-

? Mark. Lane:
Behind the 

Assassination
; house” at 105 2d St NE as a headquarters and residence 
* and put together a staff of dedicated college students to 
--watch the store while he galloped about the country to' 
i assail the WarrenCommission, the EBI, the CIA and oth- 
I 'ers,'drawing bigger and bigger crowds as the months.

' j -wore 7g^ ^^M/^fe'AC^^
; ... The preaching does not come free. His booking agent 
fy • Charges “as low as $1,000 for a straightlecture" to $1,750 
t for “a three-day multimedia program,” Lane says. The

:»:'>B?i?s. ,v .■sxttm.r.'-
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I . agent takes a third off. the top and sends the rest.to-eK 
; .Washington. - / >;< " x£.?>.ri<?47:^
J . -; By late 1975, in a climate of distrust fed by Watergate - 
f; and subsequent disclosure of CIA and FBI misdeeds, 
‘ Lane was averaging 10 lectures a week. Nearly 7,000 -1 
( turned out to hear him at Purdue University. At North- .1 
, east Louisiana University in Monroe, La., he butdrew 
j ; Ronald Reagan, who had been there a few weeks earlier. s 
i ; ‘ But by his account. Lane seems never to strike it rich.

. He counters suggestions to the contrary as a confection 
of the CIA, a line of inquiry suggested by the agency ;

I , years ago in a memo entitled “Countering Criticisms of.
| the Warren Report.” Lane often responds to his critics 
J ’ in kind, accusing them of lying, ^ulterior motives and 

’ • ■ .'’sometimes mental' illness. ■.. .v.... ^ 
j ? He also pleads poverty when asked how much he 

made off the film version of “Rush to Judgment.”^ ?
‘ Although the British Broadcasting Corp, once paid 
j $40,000 for a single showing, reportedly the biggest such 7 
i;; fee ever paid in Britain, Lane says be got "not a far- 
t thing” out of that telecast or any other showing. He 

'; maintains that co-producer Emile de Antonio "seized ' 
‘ control of the film” before it started making any money.
■ Lane and writer Donald Freed also wroteithe script of \ 
‘ another film,,“Executive Action,” a fictionalized version ;

of the JFK assassination which grossed $15 million, but • 
the two have been quoted as saying they got “very little"

aTTCjjtjsj^:

: .for their, efforts. ' '■^;/...;.,<^^

Building Pressure on Congress
1*

BEFORE THE Kennedy assassination in 1963,’ Lane 
was a little-known New York lawyer and one-term 
• member of the New York State Assembly. After the ; 

murder, he wrote a quick “Brief for the Defense” in a 
New York weekly and sought to establish himself before 
the Warren Commission; first as counsel for the dead • 
Ue Harvey Oswald and then for Oswald’s mother, Mar- ■

. guerite. , , .
. Then he hit the lecture circuit and in 1966 came out

with his first book, “Rush to Judgment” Although’ one^ 
"1 critic estimated that “nowhere near a .tenth of Line’s’7 

relevant assertions and implications would stand up to-'J 
‘ ' careful scrutiny,” more than a million paperback copies^ 
’ ... of the book were sold and more than 125,000 In hard-J‘ 

cover.
Today Lane has not only, helped turn the assassina-* 

tions, first of Kennedy and then of King, into a thriving 
cottage industry; he has also become something Of an 

x oracular figure for the congressional panel investigating 
/ the two murders. '47-'*

‘ It is no secret that Lane was instrumental in lobbying 
? for the creation of the select House committee as well as ■ 

in the choice of Richard A. Sprague as its first chief;'; 
counsel. , - ,v;>'sV

, According, to Lane; as many as 180 Citizens Commis^-' 
sion chapters were set up, many of them consisting of r 

- just a college professor, and/or a couple of students, but ? 
" active enough to stage showings of the Zapruder film.

and other meetings that would draw hundreds. "
' ;;. “We helped generate more than three-quarters of a ■ 

: million telegrams and letters-to members of Congress," ;
? Lane declares. Some, such as Rep. Joe Moakley (D-Mass.),/. 

y;;? a. member of the crucial House Rules Committee, 'gotw 
special atteqtion. According to Lane, Moakley said he’d ? 
been,advised by Tip O’Neill (D-Mass.), then House major- * 

-*.'ity leader, not-to get involved, but Moakley changed hik^ 
■' ’ " mind after a committee of Citizens Commission' mem-’^ 
' ' bers in his district collected 2,500 signatures in a single .,.

day. At another point. Lane flew to San Francisco to or- > 
chestrate pressure against Rep. Phillip Burton (D-Calif.), 7, 

. who had been reported in the press as saying he would
try to keep the issue from even coming up for a vote in ; 
the House. '

: 7- 7 But even, all this failed to produce the requisite '1; 
momentum until Lane hooked up with a friend, televi-,

: sion producer Abby Mann; on a trip to Memphis last 
summer to gather material for a documentary on King-,;



- Pointing to nwdet of the Memphis^ motel where Martin Luther King Jr, was shot, Dick Gregory^ 
James Earl Rayh bfother Jbrry btid Mark Lane promote the Lane^Gregory book bn the King case* j



By June* X.W. Attarton —The WMhlatton Put

.Del. Walter Fauntrtty (holding rifl^ 
the House subcommittee on the King murder; fJ^» 

■ Rep. Louis Stokes (behind rifle) iiChairmdn^1'??
-' of the full Assassinations Committee., ., ^e;

What theycame up with —-'’the unexplained removal,' 
:' shortly before King was shot,of one of two black detec

tives assigned to keep King under surveillance and the 
abrupt transfer of two black firemen from the firehouse 
across the street from King’s motel—was nothing new, 
but they transmitted it as startling new information to

4

D.C. DeL Walter E. Fauntroy and the rest of the Congres- 
. sioiml Black Caucus.

The House leadership- relented soon - thereafter. The-^J^ 
committee was created last Sept 17 by a vote of 280 to 
65-

i Defending ihe'Ccmmittee/''^^
T-. ANE HAS ALSO taken on a self-appomted role as de- < - ’ 
Jlj fender of the committee against press attacks; His • s . • 
influence on the atmospherics of the investigation has -, r 
been considerable. He has been, for example,at least the. P.? 
harbinger of what some consider “a new kind of McCar
thyism” that has come to surround the committee. Any 
criticisms, any unfavorable publicity, indeed any vigor- v 
ous insistence that the two assassinations may already 
have been solved can then be ascribed to secret paid-up ' ;. 
membership in, or fellow-traveling with, the CIA,or the1 ‘ ,

■FBI or both.. ' .
: George McMillan, author of “The Making of an Assas- 
sin,” says he felt the sting as Ibng ago as last October ; ’ 
upon publication of his book about James Earl Ray as a " 
poor white racist who reportedly decided, months in ad- i9i' 
vance, to “kill that nigger King.” McMillan was invited to:' 
appear on NBC-TV*s ’Today” show last Oct. 26 with 
Fauntroy, chairman of the subcommittee investigating 
the King murder. v'.^.^ .j:i<:U

;The two men had never met and, McMillan says,: “L Ui:; 
never dreamed Fauntroy would attack me on that show , 
‘that morning.But he came in with some 3-by-5 cards 
and, from the moment he came in, he just studied them. - 
They had the same things on them that Lane was saying. >- < 
One was led to think that Lane even prepared them.” <

: * McMillan was caught by surprise. "I’d been accused of 
being a Communist years ago,” he says. “That wasn’t so, ■

: but I had been quite active in the civil rights movement, < 
I’d been a writer in residence at black colleges in Atlanta ; 
and to be treated [on the Today’ show] as a friend of the : 
FBI was quite uncongenial for me ... I didn’t do too ■ 
well on that show. I never even got a chance to explain ; 
what my book was about... This is just a new kind of ' 
McCarthyism.”. ' 

k As a matter of fact, Fauntroy did get his tips from 
. Lane, on a visit to Lane’s headquarters-home on Capitol

< ' Hill the night before the show. Fauntroy said he went to - 
. see Dick Gregory, who was staying with Lane on a visit 
, to Washington,;and the talk turned to the “Today” sho w.£

,“It is true I made a number of suggestions [to Faun-1 
.troy] about what could be raised,” Lane says.., . . . . * ,, 
.'. Other examples,of Lane’s use of the offense as de-.
fense;

/
; • When Rep. Don Edwards (D-Calif.); as chairman of: 

the House.Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights, pro-; 
tested against the intrusive nature of the hidden record-, 
ing devices, voice stress analyzers and other gadgets ; 
proposed for the.investigation by chief counsel Sprague,. 
Lane began denouncing him on the lecture circuit and., 

5 noting darkly that Edwards was a.former agent of the; 
FBI. Up to that point; Edwards had been mentioned fa-; ■ 
vorably in Citizens Commission newsletters for holding ’ 
congressional hearings in 1975 on the FBI’s long-secret 
destruction of a threatening note from Lee Harvey Os-

« Whei-news articles began to' appear, highlighting,[ 
.^ the House committee’s budgetary and civil-liberties pro- ? 

blems and raising questions about Sprague, Lane re-' 
sponded by attacking certain “segments” of the press.. 

' , On one radio show in late January, he asserted that the ' 
House coinmittee was facing “one of the most effective '
campaigns ever waged by what they call the ‘intelli- 

\ gence community’^. and then went bn to complain of -
the press coverage by “Jeremiah’ O’Leary of The Wash
ington Star-. . . David Burnham of the New York Times - 
... and. . . George Lardner of The Washington Post.” i 
t Once again,: Fauntroy, picked up the theme,, warning^ 
in a television interview April 24-toat the; Assassinations .

■ Cominittee might investigate “a few” of.the reporters as-; 
signed to cover the inquiry and charging that some pt;

} them might be CIA agents. Asked later, whether he had, 
^talked with Lane about the subject, before making his • 

charges, Fauntroy said that he “probably” had. X v, ^ 
As for his future rule in the House investigation, Lane, 

. said he intends to keep supplying it with whatever rele^ : 
,4 vant information he comes across —‘although there ape': 

indications that he may not know as much as he once •
"paid he did. :

. Writing in a Danish newspaper in 19&7; itane said in a7^ 
' signed article, T know who fired the fatal shot at Presi-:

dent Kennedy.” Three years later; in;^
this time in the Los Angeli Free Press, he assured read-

' ersthatthe“CUKiUedJFK.”
• ; Which is*- all very strange. Last Sept. T?;: after the? 
S House had voted that day to establish the1 Assassinations ' 
^Committee, someone claiming to be Mark Lane declared. 
) firmly on WWDC here that, “I don’t know who killed : 

- Martin Luther King.” And then,, just last month, on.: 
• WMCA in New York, someone again purporting to be

■ Mark Lane assured listeners there: ‘Tve never said that ’1 
theFBI and the CIA were involved in toe assassination. I ■

. still have not Said that... ”
Could there be a false Mark Lane? X /X,XX X^'
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Assassinations
Panel Convenes, I
Closes the Door

- ’ By George Lardner Jr? ’^
—Washington Post Stitt'Wr!t»r-t"^ J

The House’Assassinations Commit- 1 
tee was chided yesterday for its habit । J 
of holding unannounced secret meek ‘ 

4ngs in violation of its own rules. ". ' J 
- Rep. Charles Thone (R-Neb.) pro- i 
tested the practice at the outset of k 

.- what -had been billed~?by Chairman ?! 
? Louis- Stokes ’ A (D-Ohio). s' as an t 
• '“important private informal meeting” » 

of the 12-member committee. ■ ।
Capitol Police, were instructed by-a 4 

committee staff worker at one point , 1 
, before the meeting to .keep the press I -V 

..out, but a Washington Post-reporter ?4 
? insisted- on taking a seat. • Atvi^iVg- M

Thiele briefing books concerning the . {'i 
''?’cpmmitfee'sv?investig^ into • .the. 1A 

• '“murders of'President-Kennedy’and hJa
Martin Luther King. Jr. were distrib- i? b 

‘ uted to each member, but reportedly 1? K 
- the: session- was- called primarily' to 4 b 

discuss the committee’s search for a.IA 
new chief counsel to replace former i y 

?cdunsd and staffrdifector Richard ^; >.! 
? Spraguer’’?^--! '-i^*^ iwss^;; i«:®4 i H
|: ? CiiingltK£mee^ ?; 3
-;rsent/Th6fire;said‘'^^ J j
"violates theidesfifointdi^ / s
mittee.” •=; §

■“'^Th'ose^inesr'ha'SaM^ : 3
- that 1'each meeting ... shall be op«i . j

to the public” - unless and until IHe ' J 
“ committee votes<to?jnove: into closed | 

sessidh'.vtft£discufyj"se&3^ : ' 5
. The ASsassinatioris? Committee’s, hti&t /1 

of holding-informal,’ se'erettget-togeth- 4 ' j 
ers,Thone said, also skirted the je- .4 
quirement that public notice be given ; J

. .of aUl.dommittee.’meetm^
; those that wind up in closed session.^ ?; 4 
’ Urging . an> end^. to 411^^ 4- 4

1 Thone said he felt strongly- th^t ttfe t 5 
more open we are, ’the’ better off-j^ J 
are going to be.” . ., ‘ ”, ' ?
.“Rep. Harold S. Sawyer (RMiclrj, s

.- /the newest member Of.,the committee, j]
•, said he “could not disagree-more?’l£e . ft 

voiced, fearsover thelreleasepf'raw, /A 
.uncorroborated.informat ion,. ’■-^

Rep. Yvonne Burke (D Calif.)’ said , M 
/^ske/generally; favored- open meetings, <4 

but found herself in: a peculiar ;ppsi- J 1 
tion concerning the assassinations-in- ?p 

4 quiry..-A- number /of . colleagues -in the A 
m House, she said, have.been contending / 7 v 
jthat the committee- ought to keep--t‘all/ / |y 

• ? our meetings closed?’.But she said.she ; ji 
agreed with Thone that the- proper ; i 

-procedure ought to be followed.'- ?». • 1 4
The committee then voted 6 to beta f ‘j 

■a motion by-Rep. SamelL. Devine fR- • ) 
Ohio) to-go into 'dosed 'sessions-No 1 < 

. reason was sta,ted.
. , Later, after the press; was, excluded, v 'l 

it. was learned that the committee
! , voted to have the official stenographer , 

leave the meeting so that there would '
; .be hq transcript? of whatA was said. • । 

Finally, after briefing- the? members • ?
: on the progress of the two investiga- if 

tions, the committee staff was ask^d ! . 
to leave. The panel apparently has yet s>-> 

. to settle.-.on a replacement for Spra- K’t? 
i gue. ;U?



THE WASHINGTON POST fricky, Miy 6,19 7? ci
---------- ,-,-r — in -i--------.- i-mr----- , ...... . irwu...

Jack Anderson and Les Whitten

The secret files of the House Assas
sinations Committee contain reports of 
strange CIA activities in Dallas on the 
eve of the John F. Kennedy assassina
tion. • ! .

Credible witnesses have confirmed 
our past reports that the accused assas- 
.sin, Lee Harvey Oswald, was in touch 
with anti-Castro. Cubans in Dallas. One 
confidential report states that “in 1963, 
Oswald was seen leaving the Dallas of
fice of Alpha 66." This was a Cuban 
commandagroup trained by the CIA.

A Cuban CIA operative, Antonio Ve
ciana, also told investigators that he 
had been summoned to Dallas in Au
gust 1963, by his CIA contact—a myste
rious man who went by the name of 
Morris Bishop. States a confidential 
summary? “When (Veciana) arrived, • 
Bishop was accompanied by another 
man, Lee Harvey Oswald.”

Another witness who impressed the 
investigators, Sylvia Odio, told them 
that two anti-Castro Cubans had intro
duced her to an American by the name 
of Leon Oswald. She was told that Os
wald was. trying “to convince anti- 
Castro Cuban groups. . .to kill Presi
dent Kennedy.” After the assassina
tion, she recognized this American as 
Lee Harvey Oswald.

The House investigators don’t really 
believe that the CIA had any part in 
the murder of President Kennedy. 
More likely, they suspect the CIA may 
have tried to cover up some embar
rassing contacts with Oswald in Dallas.

In any case, the CIA took pains to 
give the impression that Oswald was in 
Mexico City at the time that witnesses 
claimed he was dealing with the CIA- 
guided Cubans in Dallas. Veciana, for 
example, told of a strange call he re

ceived from his CIA contact after Ken
nedy was killed.

The CIA man, Morris Bishop, asked 
Veciana to-contact his cousin, Buil- 
lamo Ruiez, who worked for the Cuban 
embassy in Mexico City.-. Relates a con
fidential. report: "Veciana was to relay- 
Bishop’s offer to pay Ruiez and his 
wife to say. that they had met with Os
wald in Mexico City.” :

This not only would have placed Os
wald out of Dallas but would have 
thrown suspicion on the Castro gov
ernment The ruse was later called off. 
Instead, the CIA cited secret tapes and 
photographs as evidence that Oswald 
had been in touch with both the Cuban 
and Soviet embassies in Mexico City.

The CIA kept tapes of all phone calls 
going in and out of the two embassies. 
Photographs were also taken of every
one entering and leaving these embas
sies. On Oct 1, 1963, the CIA notified 
other U.S. embassies that “an Ameri
can male, who identified himself as 
Lee Oswald, contacted the Soviet Em
bassy in Mexico City.”

Oswald was described in the cable as 
“approximately 35 years old, with an 
athletic build, about six feet tall, with 
a receding hairline.” The committee 
files note that this “in no way physi
cally resembles the Lee Harvey Os
wald accused'of assassinating Presi
dent Kennedy.” ,

The CIA sought photographs from 
the navy to compare with its pho
tographs of Oswald at the Soviet em
bassy. Declares a committee report: 
“These photographs, though obviously 
not of the correct Lee Hrvey Oswald, 
became the Warren Commission’s ex
hibit 237. The CIA admitted that there-

had been a mux-up but never cleared 
the matter up.”

A CIA witness has told committee in
vestigators, meanwhile, that the CIA’s 
monitoring camera happened to break 
down on the day that Oswald allegedly 
visited the Soviet Embassy. But the 
CIA tap on the Soviet Embassy’s phone. 
produced an alleged telephone call 
from someone who identified himself 
as “Lee Henry Oswald.”

The CIA witness claimed that the ac
tual voice recording of the telephone 
conversation “was destroyed in rou
tine destruction procedures approxi
mately one week after it was re
ceived.” Yet more than seven weeks
later, the FBI claimed to have heard 
the telephone conversation that the 
CIA said had been destroyed. The 
FBI’s judgment was that the voice did 
not belong to Oswald.

Wrote the late FBI director J. Edgar 
Hoover on Nov. 23,1963: “The Central 
Intelligence Agency advised that on 
Oct. 1, 1963, an extremely sensitive 
source had reported that an individual 
indentified himself as Lee Oswald, 
who contacted the Soviet Embassy in 
Mexico City inquiring as to any messa
ges.

“Special agents of this bureau, who 
have conversed with Oswald in Dallas, 
Tex., have observed photographs of 
the individual referred to above and 
have listened to a recording of his 
voice. These special agents are of the 
opinion that the above-referred-to in
dividual was not Lee Harvey Oswald”

The House investigators are begin
ning to wonder whether the CIA con
cocted the whole Oswald adventure in 
Mexico City in an attempt to conceal 
his real activities in Dallas.
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* wei> teffTreys
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d i^^^^traiatelHgeSet
' 7^5 "V11^ budget for the Hous* 

Assassinations Committee was cleared 
yesterday for floor action. . the SI^t>e^.^i^g^^s,™

J ’ Faunt7%^ for"
■~\SK^^W&aide said ■ 

the ^®gate-.pnlyy^ant 1^

■’BtetSiwww:-

The money for investigating^the as-
■•‘'•MS-ons-Jrf 'President Kennedy 

and the Rev. Martin* Luther Kin? Jr” 
- ’?%°wd ,by the House'Adhfini^'

. tration»Committe< la td 7; • ' ' " , - "‘“/“^‘“e^ta.wateFhe ^airmin. df Uie^administration sticLv.iiivlS^
* committee, ’Rep. Frartk ThnmneAn t • -^tion.^^^^^^t^^

.Thursday*** *^«^’-^ Wwmwu^v P.; . ^•■Ay~?u£.),'^a.^jd^
> motitm.Io ■tOT'ft^li^^^'^®JS"^ 'should^

: Hons :was.made^G™^S‘ -/^
; - Nedzi, (D-M>ch.). He said he had never ■ ’ “Keenin'* £'^y'^' 

^0US^' aginations'.' ™tees^&^

■ • K$#&%a??7SF^ ©aa 
??«®£€^^W^

■He was referring to statements Sun ' ‘ mnttnnV^ Nedzi’s
day by Del. Walter E. Fauntrov -n^ A^t^r close the assassinations in. ‘ 
D.C.), who said the committee micht rfown-bec^ commit-



EXCLUSIVE NEW EVIDENCE

Oswald Could Not Have Killed Jf!
... And Top-Secret Govt Documents Prove Accused Assassin Had Been on GA Payr 
Just one day before the House assassinations committee was tched- Texas, newspaper editor. The letter — dated two weeks bef 
uled to fold on March 31, its life was extended by-nearly two years Kennedy's death — was addressed to a "Mr. Hunt" and asked 
— because of new leads uncovered in the deqth of John F. Kennedy. "discuss the matter fully before any steps are taken by me or any. 
The committee, which -was set up by Congress to investigate the else." The new evidence — and the mystery-shrouded .suicide 
murders of President Kennedy and Martin Luther King, heard testimony Lee Harvey Oswald's friend George de Mohrenschildt about two ho 
that Texas oilmen were behind Kennedy's assassination. And a letter , after a House investigator called to see him — triggered a mass 
reportedly written by Lee Harvey Oswald was released by a retired , ENQUIRER probe. The accompanying articles reveal what we learn

/; Nw evidence uncovered by The ENQUIRER reveals that Lee Harvey Oswald could n 
have killed President John F. Kennedy. . • ?

: ' At the very moment JFK was shot, Oswald and a friend — George de Mohrenschildt — were standi: 
on a downtown Dallas street watching the motorcade pass, de Mohrenschildt told a hospital roommate Is 
December. .

De Mohrenschildt said Oswald ran from the scene and he never saw Oswald again. He also said th 
Oswald was once offered, money by a CIA agent to kill Kennedy —but rejected the offer.

De Mohrenschildt made these disclosures to roommate Clifford WHson in DaHas — but before the House assassin
tions committee got a chance to hear 
them, de Mohrenschildt was found shot 
to death. . . , -

The ENQUIRER has also .uncovered 
', another startling aspect of the: Kennedy 

. assassination case. /
Top secret^government documents — 

kept locked away until only days ago:.—• 
reveal, that Lee Harvey Oswald worked 
for the CIA. .-- ,

These documents, now in The EN
QUIRER’S possession, prove Oswald was 

- on the-CIA’s payroUthreeyearsbefore 
■ JFK’s assassination — a fact that top 

CIA. officials-have .-vigorously, denied, 
s - even under: oath."

De Mohrenschildt’s -death came bn 
March. 29 in -Manalapan, Fla. A local 
coroner’s inquest ruled it a suicide. Last 
year de Mohrenschildt, a DaHas geolo
gist, had tried to kiH himself, four times, 
and had spent the last weeks of the 

- year in DaHas’ Parkland Hospital
At the hospital, de Mohrensciuldt be

came friendly with Wilson, a man
ual laborer . . . and, over a period of. 
11 days in December; deJ Mohrensciuldt

. ^-fld MRSOMUn (101). FILE

" , n£AD£KX;ERS,|
1 • •*r( * k

f^J' ' y UTIM
•■.f-' ri-—■■ r l««ll

■.lifsr.wriMS; «« h typei ar peietaf la bieab lattafat . ^ ■ * • 1 • *SECTIOS 1* Alt iw« •Uav aeJ wetaala' fleeteJlat wolJee ■••*• If mtla+taj mm* 4# tinted,, ff U» U—a -tiff inf date aarleo wit* the all— aae^» • wetarata far* nt be aaa^ trite PMO» fey Hema yea « f# m4/«

SK’IW II: Crrytaer^ ar feeaieayve wfllbe aatatoi la Meedaaart^f. • . i' • .-. ; .?••'.•.?£CT10P IIU h k •wMW hr •!! w*«*4 a * **.{*,. Z . • ■. KCTIffl 1 * *| KKSITIVt F'lllM/* A.". ..••’. J» 1 R’HW WW"*’’*—^ ' •| hbttal&atlTIYC f ** • • • • • * • t'"’ / • -•
• OSxMflljl

(Mm*)'’ * • 1 J^utUtte^ ~*; •• lerp • ! r Hl * 
diUi■ 1 Mk««i«i. 7

J.

confided to WHson That Oswald could ..
not have .assassinated JFK.. - . INCREDIBLE DOCUMENTreveals a "201” file was kept by the CIA or

He .said to me: T know damn weH Lee Harvey Oswald. They are kept only on full-time professional staff
Oswald didn’t "kin Kennedy — because./ employees, according to former CIA agent Patrick McGarvey.
Oswald and I were together at the ' » » - .
time,’ ’’ Wilson. told The ENQUIRER in
an exclusive':interview. . ~

- “De 'Mohrenschildt said that at the 
time Kennedy: was killed, he and ■ Os
wald - were both in, downtown' DaHas. 
They had come there to see Kennedy,

. just Tike "the other, people,'
“He said that when the shots " were 

fired, ’ Oswald ran and he never saw 
him again. De Mohrenschildt stayed 
there and watched what was . happen
ing.” F ; '

Added Wilson: “De Mohrenschildt told 
me he and Oswald had been very good

/ friends for a long time. . . ..., 
“He also said Oswald had once been

offered money by a CIA agent to kill
Kennedy — but that he had turned it up dying.
down.” De Moi

^because he is still active in the CIA.
De Mohrenschildt felt, that the agent 

arranged Oswald’s murder because he 
feared Oswald might talk about the 
JFK murder contract he’d been offered, 
Wilson told The ENQUIRER. - . ■ : ,

Wilson, who shared a room with de 
Mohrenschildt at Parkland, said de 
Mohrenschildt was a. frightened and 
deeply troubled man:— fearing that he, 
like Oswald, was going to be murdered.

“He was scared for his life. He said 
so a couple of times,” said Wilson, mar
ried and the father of two children.

“He told me: ‘Because I was a friend 
of Oswald, and I know what I just got 
through telling you, I’m going to wind

De Mohrenschildt said his fear had
• WHson gave' the agent’s name tb The 
ENQUIRER, but it is' being withheld

assossina- 
(left) and

TOP PROBERS of JFK 
tion, Alan J. Weberman
Robert Sibley uncovered amazing 
government documents. - ,

been triggered by the fact that the CIA 
had begun harassing him in mid-1976, 
Wilson said.
. “De Mohrenschildt said he was visited 
at home — and told he was being 
watched — by the agent who’d offered 
money to Oswald,” recalled the laborer.

“After that, he was bothered by the 
CIA. ' ; - . ' • •

“He said he couldn’t go anywhere or 
do anything without one of them follow
ing.him. •

“He said he couldn’t even go home 
from the hospital for two days without 
them bugging him, calling him up and 
threatening him.

...  “De Mohrenschildt said he and his 
wife couldn’t take a walk without being 
followed.

"He often told me: 'They’ll wind up 
getting me.’ Most of the time he men-

tioned that the agent would wind t 
getting’him.”

De Mohrenschildt revealed that ju 
after his last suicide attempt, the agei 
called him and said: “You almost di 
the job for us, but it looks like we’i 
gonna have to do it ourselves,” Wilso 
recalled. ■ - c

“He said that next time they woul 
do it right — that he was going to b 
killed,-and that they would make.: 
look like suicide.” ■ A /

De Mohrenschildt’s fears — and hi 
depression — seemed to .grow as th 
days passed. .;

On one occasion he broke down an 
cried for days, Wilson said.

Finally, de Mohrenschildt confided t 
Wilson, exactly why the CIA was out t 
get him.

“He said to me: TH teH you wh 
they’re bugging me . . . the Kenned 
assassination investigation has bee 
opened again, and they’re afraid I’n 
going to be called back up on tha 
thing— and this time I’ll talk.’”

Wilson said de Mohrenschildt was re 
leased one day before he himself wen 
home.

Three months later de Mohrenschild 
was found dead in an upstairs bedroon 
at a close friend’s home in Manalapan 
Fla.

“When I heard over the news that hi 
was shot, it brought tears to my eyes,’ 
said Wilson, 17.

“From what he told me, I know dami 
weU it wasn’t suicide.”

The ENQUIRER taped Wilson’s stop 
and took the tapes to Charles R. Me
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DISCLOSURES by George de Moh
renschildt (left) show- Oswald 
(right) didn't shoot JFK.

juiston, co-developer of the truttede- 
icting Psychological Stress Evaluator, 
fter ah extensive examination of :ihe 
ipes, McQuiston reported:
“At no point during the interview did 

ly electronic equipment indicate he 
as lying.
“My conclusion is that he is being 

■uthful.”
Dutch journalist Willem Oltmans, who 
stifled before the House assassina- 
ans committee in February, March 
id April, confirmed that thegeologist 
id been running scared in recent 
onths.
And the newsman, a friend of :> de 
ohrenschildt’s since 1968, revealed to 
le ENQUIRER that de Mohrenschildt 
Imitted he had met Jack Ruby — a fact 
s Mohrenschildt had denied during tes- 
nony before the Warren Commission in 
64.
CIA documents’’on both de Mohren- 
hildt and Oswald were obtained 
rough the Freedom of Information Act 
ily last month from CIA headquarters 
Langley, Va., by Alan J. Weberman 

id Robert Sibley — two top investiga- 
rs who have devoted years to probing 
e JFK assassination.
These documents reveal there is? a 
:01” file on Oswald.
The very existence of this file — the 
andard personnel file for paid CIA 
aployees — conclusively shows that 
s worked for the agency, three CIA 
terans confirmed. ;.
“The fact that Oswald had one (a 201 
e) is absolutely fantastic!” said for- 
er CIA man Bradley E. Ayers, who 
ce trained anti-Castro Cubans. : 
Ayers said it meant Oswald was 
ither a contract agent,’ working, for 
sm full time, or he was on some kind 
assignment for the CIA.”

Former CIA agent Patrick McGarvey 
is equally astounded when told of 
wald’s 201 file. :
“You’ve got a bombshell, man! You’ve 
t the one that cracks the egg,” Mc- 
irvey told The ENQUIRER. “If a guy 
s a 201 file, that means he’s a pro- 
ssional staff employee of the organiza- 
n.”
Victor Marchetti, former executive as- 
tant to the deputy director of the 
A, agreed.
‘Basically, if Oswald had a 201 file, 
was an agent,” he said.
h an exclusive ENQUIRER interview, 
'estigator Weberman revealed how the 
A had hidden the fact that Oswald 
rked for the agency:
‘The CIA never told the Warren Com- 
ssion that a 201 file existed onOs- 
Id. .
‘Instead they claimed their file was 
outine file on a suspected Communist 
mt. • •
‘This file offers conclusive proof that 
wald was not just a ‘weak, pathetic 
er,’ as the Warren Commission pon
ded — but was in actual fact a 
l operative.”
'he Commission, In fact, was never 
1 of Oswald’s work with the agency.
1 Director John McCone told the pan- 
under oath that Oswald “was never 
ociated or connected, directly or in- 
ectly, in any way whatsoever, with

thr *ency.M Deputy Director Richard Tl 
He. .3 issued similar denials.

Investigators Weberman and Sibley 
also obtained- CIA documents which: 
show that Oswald’s friend, George de, 
Mohrenschildt, also had links with the 
agency.

One document reveals that after a 
trip behind the Iron Curtain to Yugo-' 
slavia in 1957, de Mohrenschildt was 
extensively debriefed by a CIA agent. I

“It seems clear to me that this new 
evidence on Oswald and de Mohren-; 
schildt proves there’s a conspiracy,”’ 
said investigator Weberman. j

“And I’m confident that in the next >^oo9 
few months this whole thing will be - 
blown wide open.” > READOUT of Lee Harvey Oswald's voice on PSE

Analysis of Voices Using Psychological Stress Evaluator Shows ., 

Oswald Told the Truth-He Did N 
. . . But Justice Warren Lied When He Said He'd Found No Evide

Lee Harvey Oswald was telling 
the absolute truth when he said 
he did not kill President Kennedy.

And the late Chief Justice Earl 
Warren lied when he said he’d found 
no evidence of a conspiracy in the 
President’s death. Warren headed the 
commission that concluded JFK was 
killed by a lone assassin, ’ '

Those are the bombshell discoveries 
of the truth-detecting Psychological 
Stress Evaluator (PSE), which tested 
statements made by both men. The PSE 
is so reliable that its results are ac
cepted as court evidence in eight states.

“Oswald told the truth when he de
nied that he was responsible for killing 
President Kennedy,” declared Charles 
R. McQuiston, co-developer of the PSE.
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heard startling admissions in hospi
tal from George de Mohrenschildt.

McQuiston analyzed the statements Os
wald made during a madhouse press 
conference only hours after the Presi
dent’s death. A newsman shouted to the 
suspect, “Did you shoot the President?” 
; “No! No!” Oswald quickly responded.

Noted McQuiston, “The situation was 
very emotional, very stressful. In all his 
statements, Oswald shows what could 
be considered normal situational stress 
in his voice patterns.

. “But when he replies 'No! No!’ to 
the question, his situational stress, level 
drops. That’s impossible- if he were 
lying.” Another reporter asked Oswald 
if he’d shot the President “I didn’t 
shoot anybody, no sir,” he replied.
; “This time he shows no stress at 
all,” said McQuiston, “I have to con
clude that he believed what he said.”

The PSE also tested statements made 
by Earl Warren while he was visiting 
Brandeis University in 1972. He told an 
interviewer there were theories that 
Nikita Khrushchev and Fidel Castro — 
or possibly right-wing Texas oilmen — 
were behind the assassination.

“We explored both of these theories 
for 10 months, and found no evidence 
that either of them were involved in 
it,” Warren stated. <

McQuiston observed, “The PSE shows 
hard stress on this statement, particu
larly on the words ‘and found no evi
dence.’ Obviously, there was some evi
dence. Perhaps it was something that

Warren said he was aware of severe 
criticism of the commission’s finding 
after the report was issued in 1964, but 
added, “I have found nothing since that 
time (1964, when the commission’s re
port came out) to change my view.”

Declared McQuiston: “When Warren 
said he’d ‘found nothing to change my 
view,’ he was lying. It’s quite apparent 
from studying his stress, patterns that 
he had found something that impugns his 
commission’s findings.” Warren died in
1974, ’ : "

The ENQUIRER obtained recordings 
I of statements made by many other key 

figures in the assassination,- and had 
them analyzed by the PSE. Here are'the 
findings:-
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* Transcript of Astonishing Tape Discloses .

Just 13 days before Presi
dent John F. Kennedy was 
gunned down in Dallas, a 
right-wing extremist reveal
ed details of the assassina
tion with bloodcurdling accu
racy. • _

The shocking plans were 
secretly recorded by Miami 
police and given to the FBI — 
but incredibly they let the po
tential assassin roam free.

A transcript of the astonish
ing tape — a blueprint for 
murder — was obtained by 
The ENQUIRER.

On it, the late Joseph A. Mil- 
• teer, who was a member of 

the White Citizens Council of
* Atlanta, Ga., reveals in stun

ning detail how:
• JFK would be assassinat- 

ed from a tall office building 
- with a high-powered rifle.'

-- i • A fall guy would be picked 
- up within hours of the slaying
“just to throw the nublic off.”

' ’ Miami Circuit Court Judge 
Seymour~Gelber — who pro
vided The.- ENQUIRER ; with

* ''the tape .transcript ■ —" was ad
ministrative assistant to the
' Dade County (Fie.) State At

torney when the tape was 
made in November 1963. ?

At the time Gelber was using 
an undercover informant nam
ed Willie A. Somersett to infil- 

_ trate a group of right-wing ex-
■" tremists. ' ■

' Gelber recalled:
'IP1® cruc*^ t3pe on the 

’ JFK assassination .was made
. in a small downtown Miami 

hotel where the informer Som-
. ersett. was living on Nov.. 9, 

'. 1963 — just 13 days before Dal- 
' . las.
.A- “A Miami Police Depart

ment detective set up a tape 
recorder with a long playing 
spool in a broom closet off the 
kitchen.” _ '

Milteer arrived and began 
discussing future plans with 

‘ Somersett.
Here — in bone-chilling de

tail — are astonishing excerpts 
of their tape-recorded conver
sation:

SOMERSETT: “I think Ken
nedy is coming here (Miami) 
November 18th to make some 
kind of speech. I don’t know 
what it is, but I imagine it 
will be on’ TV.”

MILTEER: “You can bet 
your bottom dollar he is going 
to have a lot to say about the 
Cubans, there are so many of 
them here.”

SOMERSETT: “WeU, he’ll 
have a thousand bodyguards, 
don’t worry about that.”

MILTEER: “The more body
guards he has, the easier it is 
to get him.”

SOMERSETT: “WeU, how in 
the heU do you figure would be 
the best way to get him?”

MILTEER: “From an office 
building with a high-powered 

,> rifle.” -.
SOMERSETT: “They are 

reaUy going to try- to kill 
him?”

MILTEER: “Oh, yeah. It is 
in the working. _ ____________  
(name deleted for legal rea-

NATIONAL • OSS . ENQUIRER



Extremist Revealed Blueprint for Assassination 
3 Days Before It Happened-And the FBI Knewl

JFK MOTORCADE rolls through Dallas on fateful day as man (arrow) looking exactly 
"like right-wing-activist Joseph A. Milteer (left) watches the President's car. Just 13 
days before, Milteer disclosed -r- with chilling accuracy — the plot to murder JFK'

i
semble and take.it up in pieces. 
All those ’guns come knocked 
.down and you can take them
apart.” ’

« 5 : SOMERSETT: ‘.‘Boy, if that 
K ’.Kennedy gets shot, we have

4

S< got to know where we are at. 
Because you know that will 'be 

..-a real, shake, if they do that.” 
?^ ' MILTEER: “They wouldn’t 
*jj leave , any. . stone unturned 

' there, no way. They will pick
Fup। somebody within hours af- 

terwards, if anything like thata
If

ns) is just as likely to get 
na as anybody. He hasn’t said 
, but he tried to get Martin 
ither King. He followed him 
r miles and miles and 
uldn’t get close enough to

SOMERSETT: “Hitting this 
innedy is going to be a hard 
oposition. I believe you may 
ive-figured out a way to get 
tn, the office building and all 
at.
“I don’t know how them 
cret Service agents cover all 
2m office buildings every- 
lere he is going. Do you 
ow whether they do that or 
t?” ,.
MILTEER’: “Well, if "they 
ve any suspicions they do 
at, of course. But without 
spicion, chances ' are that 
2y wouldn’t. You take there

Washington. This is the 
•ong time of the year. But in 
jasant weather, he comes 
t on the. veranda and some- 
dy could be in a hotel room 
ross the way and pick him 
: just like that.
‘You don’t have to take a 
n up there. You can disas-.

•would happen,. just to throw 
the public off.” . * £
- SOMERSETT: “Oh, some
body is going to have to go 
to jail, if he gets killed.” v

MILTEER: “Just like- that 
Bruno Hauptmann in the Lind
bergh case.”

The tape , was handed over 
to the FBI and an official re
port of the Bureau, dated Nov. 
9, 1963, noted: ; ■--

“Threat, to kill President 
Kennedy by J.A. Milteer, Mi
ami, Florida,-Nov. 9, 1963.”

After the FBI received the 
tape, a.presidential motorcade 
scheduled in Miami for No
vember 18 was called, off. “But 
no steps were taken by any 
authority to arrest Milteer or 
put him under surveillance,” 
said Gelber. .
“On Dec. 4, 1963 — nearly 

two weeks after the assassina
tion — I heard that the FBI 
had finally, acted. After the 
fact.
. “Somersett called Milteer 
and found, that the FBI had 
swooped down on Milteer and 
questioned him as part of a 
mass roundup of extremists,” 
Gelber said.

Milteer denied to the FBI 
that he ever threatened the

ticipated in his assassination.
Remarked an . astonished 

Judge Gelber: . $
“The FBI had Milteer on 

tape forecasting in detail, the 
assassination' — yet they ac
cepted liis denial without ques
tion and let him go.” .

Gelber kept a diary of his 
investigation which revealed 
that shortly after Kennedy’s 
death, police informant Som
ersett met again with Milteer, 
and reported on that meeting 
to Miami. Detective..Everett 
Kay on • November 25. ■ Accord
ing to the • diary, Somersett 
told Kay:
- “He (Milteer) was very hap-

py.bver it (the assassination) 
and shook hands'with- ine. He 
said, ‘Well; I told you so. It 
happened like I told you, didn't 
it? It happened from a win
dow with a high-powered 
rifle.’ .
“I said, ‘That’s right. I don’t 

know whether you were guess
ing or not, but you hit it on the 
head pretty good.’. ; : > .
“He said, 'Well; that is the 

way it’ was supposed to be 
done, and that is the way dt
was done.”’ 

Amazingly, Milteer * may

^2

^a^.
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^sm^^p
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JUDGE Seymour Gelber was 
with Dade County (Fla.) 
State Attorney's office in 
November 1963 when he 
heard tope that revealed

have been just a few feet from * ' 
Kennedy as the President’s - * 
motorcade swept through Dal
las on Nov. 22, 1963, the day. . 
of the assassination. v-

A photograph taken of the-, 
motorcade shows a man who 
looks exactly like Milteer 
standing in the crowd, reveal- ' 
ed investigative reporter Dan 
Christensen, who’s written 
about the assassination for- 
“Miami” magazine. . ’ • " 

Last summer, Christensen 
. made another startling discov- . 

ery as he searched through an. *. 
old, abandoned home of Mil- v 
teer. in Quitman, Ga. Christ- .: 
ensen found a bankbook be
longing to the extremist which . 
showed that in the 3% months ' 
before the assassination three 
large deposits were made — 
totaling $12,000 — and with
drawn shortly after the kill- " 
ing.

Christensen also learned 
that Milteer died under myste- • 
rious circumstances.

Milteer, according to his . 
death certificate, suffered fa
tal burns when a Coleman

President’s life, oj: that.he. par- plans of JFK's slaying • . April »,



ay ~ ____ 1 w two weeks later, but. no autop
sy was Performed and the lo
Cal mortician, .who, saw the

• (Continued from ' body, said the burns were not 
preceding page) severe enough to have caused 

stove in his bathroom explod-1 death. ■ . ‘ /
ed on-Feb. 9, 1974. He died! There is one final chilling

With the Death This Month of Former Cuba:
Ai Least 21 People "Linked to

When -former Cuban 
president Carlos Prio So- 
carras sent a fata? bullet 
crashing into his chest 

__ April 5, he became the 
. latest name added to an 

astonishingly long list of 
people who died mys- 

, teriously — and often vio
lently — after being iink- 
ed to the assassination of 
John F. Kennedy... . z 

. Since that fateful day more 
. than 13 years ago, at least 

. 21' men and women who 
knew something or: some

’ body, connected with JFK’s LATEST DEATH linked to
, , . j the JFK murder is former-

- _murder ' have died under Cuban •-■presidentv Carlos 
; strange circumstances. In al- PrioSocarrqs.--‘\— • --

inost. every case they; died 
either by murder or suicide.

The macabre list of deaths
■ grew bigger- when Prio com- 

mitred suicide. His death has 
• brought renewed interest into 

an FBI document that had 
been shelved with thousands- 
of other assassination-related 
files in the National Archives.

> ■ Ten days after the assassina
tion, FBI.agent Daniel Doyle 

, wrote a report quoting a-reli
able FBI informant that Prio 
was actually a one-time busi
ness associate of Jack Ruby, 
the nightclub owner who killed 

' assassin Lee Harvey Oswald.
The report said that Ruby 

once purchased a share in a 
Havana casino in which Prio 
was^the principal owner. In the 
mid-1950s both Ruby, known as 

' Jack Rubenstein, and Prio 
' were active in arranging 

flights of weapons to the Cas
tro guerrillas in Cuba while 
Prio was financing the supply 
of arms to pro-Castro' forces.

Assassination investigator 
Alan Weberman told The EN
QUIRER: “Prio supported Cas-

28, 1977

Huge Enquirer Team 
Worked on Special
This week’s ENQUIRER 

special on the Kennedy As
sassination involved 40 edi
tors, reporters, photogra
phers and researchers work
ing as a coordinated team. 
These are the people re
sponsible: 
General Editor: William Dick 
Associate Editors: Malcolm- Balfour, 
Nat Chrzan, Thomas KuncL Bernard 
D.A. Scott, Edward Sigall, Robert 
G. Smith 
Assistant Editors: Keith Davidson, 
Gerald Davis, Jack Grimshaw, Jim 
Leggett, Leonard Sandler, Michael 
S. Vohmonn, Allan A. Zullo 
Senior Reporter: Dick Saxty ■ 
Reporters: Tony Brenna, John Cooke, 
Rod Gibson, Lee Ho»rison, Paul Jen-, 
kins, Susin Keeler, Shelley Ross, 
Steve Rothman, Ray Smith 
Researchers: Ruth Annan, Priscilla 
Badger, Linda Cahill, Pat Crifaci, 
Martha Moffett, Clare O'Keeffe, 
Julie- Sawyers, Phillip Slimak . 
Correspondents: John Blackburn, Pe
ter Brennan, Paulette Cooper, Robert 
Mann, Jim McCandlish ......... 
Photographers: Larry Holden, John 
Miller, Robert S. Wiley Jr.

-tro who promised to make him 
president again.-But Castro 
double-crossed - him and Prio 
. ?. was very active in arrang
ing the. Bay of Pigs plot to take 
Cuba back by force.” . ..

Prio died violently, like, sb 
many others directly or indi
rectly connected with JFK’s 
murder. The mysterious deaths 
of persons. involved with the 
Kennedy assassination were: -

LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
Murdered Nov. 24, 1963 ‘ '

Millions of television viewers looked on 
in horror os the suspected assassin — 
who could have provided so many much- 
needed answers —- was gunned down 
by Jack Ruby In the basement of the 
Dallas police station Sunday,.two days 
after JFK was killed. .

JACK ZAHGETTI ' ' : 
' Found murdered December 1963
‘The day before Oswald^was shot. Zan- 

getti. manager of a mdtel complex in 
Oklahoma, - told some friends, "Three 
men — not Oswald — killed President 
Kennedy. A man named Jack Ruby will 
kill Oswald-tomorrow and-in-a.few days, 
a member of the Frank Sinatra family 
will be kidnapped to take some of the 
attention away from the assassination." 
This conversation was confirmed by as
sassination researcher Penn Jones Jr.

Zongefti was dead right. On Decem
ber 8, about two weeks after Ruby shot 
Oswald, Frank Sinatra Jr. was kidnap
ped. and later released unharmed.

Two weeks after the prophetic con
versation, Zangettl was found deod in 
Lake Lugert, Oklahoma, with bullet 
holes tn his chest. ' , ■ -

BETTY MOONEY MacDONALD . 
Committed suicide February 1964 

' A former stripper in Jack Ruby's! 
Carousel Club, Betty had been to o! 
party attended by Oswald. Betty had ■ 
provided an alibi for a man accused of ; 
shooting and wounding Warren Rey-: 
nalds, a witness to the Kennedy assas- i 
sination. A week after talking to the1 
police, she wos arrested for fighting! 
with ner roommate. An hour later she ; 
was dead — she* was found hanging in ; 
her cell. • . .

HANK KILLAM . .
7 Found dead March. 17, .1964 ;
Killam, husband of Wanda Killam-i 

who wos also a stripper for Ruby, was : 
associated not only with Ruby but with ; 
John Carter who lived . in the same i
rooming, house ds Oswald; After the 
assassination, Killam moved from state ■ 
to state to avoid questioning by fed-; 
eral agents. Four months after JFK's; 
murder, Killam was found dead on a: 
" ‘ Fla., street — his throat was rPensacola, 
slashed.

BILL HUNTER
Killed April 1964 i

35,. on award-winning news-!Hunter, qj,.mf> uwuiwwimiiny ncwa-. 
man with the Long Beach Press-Tele- ; 
gram in Long Beach, Calif., had met 
with Ruby's attorney Tom Howard at: 
Ruby's apartment only hours after Ruby 
shot Oswald. Five months later Hunter
was shot to death by a policeman in: 
the Long Beach police station. The po-1 
I iceman said he dropped his gun and! 
it accidentally fired when he picked it; 
up. The bullet went through Hunter's 
heart. .' ;

GARY UNDERHILL ,
Found deod Moy 8, 1964 ;

Underhill, a former military affairs; 
editor of Life magazine, and a CIA • 
agent, "begged his friends to keep him! 
out of sight" after the assassination.
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? In news stories last month, Audrey N. Bell, the- 
nurse in charge of the operating room at Parkland, 
said more than three bullet fragments were re-- 
m°v®d from Connally’s wrist, indicating the bullet? 
which hit him had disintegrated more -than the ; 
Warren Commission determined. , ; s

j*1^® said Shaw .did not state his views 
^^i “e^“”et before the Warren Commission be-^

k® believes Connally was hit by a different 
' t L1/10,1? ^e one ^t passed through President 

John F. Kennedy, the. Dallas Morning News re
ported m a copyrighted story today.'

Rr* Robert Shaw, who did not mention his theory 
during lengthy testimony before the Warren Com-

“would, have/deformed a bullet badly enough to- 
ha.v®.m®tal’“^^

-Jbe theory,.the Dallas News saiii^4*wouldhiean’: 
that accused, assassin Lee Harvey Oswald either- 
“redbisrifle.moreaccuratelyandquickly.with
^ree >ts^or that Oswald was not thernnly^persoii;:

. ■ •!£W^
?“yCj V°,nbally was.found on Connally's stretcher.; 
It had only about .two of 161 grains missings leav- - 
mgityirtuallyintacU ,^ ' 15



Assassinations Paiiy* 
■ GetSaParedBydgei"

kJ1 i* ■ United ftjJ^IniernaUMlalot^. t^ >771
-A?.'House A'dmimstration’subdOm-i 

rR1^ yesterdajH approveds:m $2.5« 
nnllionbudgetfor the Assassinations;///: 
Committee..

Among theitemsxut from the bud
get request,,was $124,800 to-.re^ 
^^^, /nerfibers who took voluntary :;" 

. ■ P,ay cuts when the panel’s status was -j
^i^P3#y>earlieriffthe^

The investigative panel originally;,;
asked for $6.5*- million for .1977 but 

. then;pruned thgi request to $2.6, mil-;'
lion*sayingthat;was‘‘as-;leanas.we^ 
can.tio^ to carryi'oufita,probes' into

. therassassinatfbns'.of; John ‘F. • 
Kennedy and Martih Luther King Jr-" 
f'^Thebudgetowaaapprovedbya 
voice:.vote. Rep<Robert E. Badham, 
R-Calif.; voted. ne after-sarcastically 
suggesting a budgetof JlO on grounds 
the secret briefing the panel provided 
Tuesday was no better, than hearsay 
published in the National Enquirer.’' ~

The budget, must still go to the, full 
Administration Committee for action 
and to the floor for a vote of theen-. 
tire House. •' ;-
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Dubious House Unit Votes
$25MillioiiforJFKProHe

By George Lardner Jr. ' was even more indignant yesterday as
] ' iy’ ^; the.result of a stop. at-tth§.supermarket ,
i A dubious House Administration * on his way-hornet Tuesday night. ’
| subcommittee yesterday -; ■ recoin- -9 Waving •tficopyi^ Na-
I mended a $2.5 million budget for. th'e j; tional Enquirer: that’.lib- picked up 
I House assassinations Inquiry desiiite $ with his grpcqt'ies, .Badham pointed to 

clear expectations that the" fnvestlgi- ' the tabloid’s big headlines this weekthe tabloid’s big headlines this week
tion will prove a Mure. __ ; lA~-_ .. proclaiming.that-VLee- Harvey Oswald .

The subcommittee approved the-fl-- did not kill JFK.” , . . ; . . 4.
nancing for 1977 at the urging 'of r “Here’s all the secreL.nonsense that 
Chairman John H. Uent HJ-PaA who- ^ come ■

plained;after reading out the Iieadline
In. scornful tones ' . s

y ,“Where’ve ; • you"b?en?\ To x 
- supermarket?” asked ■ Administrationx

^.Committee, chairman Frank -,Thomp

maintained that it really didn't matteri. 
whether subcommittee members yfelL; 
the money was going to be wasted oc 
not . .....'.LLlT-'l ■ ...T ■

, “The House, in its wisdom, voted [last- 
month] to recreate the committee; all 
we have to do is fund it,” Dent .said. 
He argued' that it, had to Be financed 
“at a .level where there can ."be no 
excuse for their failure if indeed they 
do fail.”' —

■After initially proposing a $6.5 mil
lion budget that touched off a storm 
of controversy, the House ;.Assassins-.the Enquirer article were of. the same^ 
tions Committee finally- went before, type as the /unsubstantiated .rumors/ 
Deni's subcommittee tins week with a . ;f'and reports , the Assassinations Com-’

son Jr.. . (P^XX-iWlia had Just walked^ 
in the room.
; ‘‘Yeah,”" Badham replied in indig^ 
riant tbrieSi .TLlte^ Air Chairman,i - 
yeah.” ' . " ' $

Badham said later that the claims irii

pared-down request for $2,639-,200 to 
carry on its investigations into pie > 
murders of President Kennedy' and; ■
Martin Luther King Jr. • ’

The Assassinations Committee-fn
! sisted on a closed-door session Tues- 
; day to present secret packets of un-,-;

verified allegations that its staff is 
pursuing, but Dent and other mem
bers of his subcommittee made plain 
that they were unimpressed. ........,.

Sarcastically, Dent asked his ;.,col^ 
leagues at' yesterday's meeting ■“ 
whether any of them had seen former

and reports the Assassinations Com
mittee had served up the day before,A

Assassinations Committee counsel
Richard Sprague Tuesday might on. 
CBS-TV’s program “Who’sWho.” ^t

“ . . . Everything we learnedTri ses 
cret session yesterday was on the air 
last night,”,Dent declared.. . .. .;;

Rep; Robert 11V Badharn (R-Calif.)

no better and ho worse. “ |
. Deni/ - however, y.argued firmly* 
-against ariy/substantfal^ The sub^

committee-. '<approved; A'i $2,514,400* 
budget-bn ffoice' vote after trimmings 
$124-,800 that .the. Assassinations Com-* 
mittee wanted to make up for volun-J 
tary pay cuts staffers took for the* 
first four months of the year., J

1 Instead-of any money,.; Badham sug4 
Rested thjit ths. Ass^ Corn-*

’'mitteebe "given'a subscription to the
National Enquirer. He finally pro- 
posed a $10 budget for the inquiry, 

-.but the ‘motion died'forlack of a sec- 
, .ond.. ., : »

sThe'-$2.5 million . budget proposal 
. will go next to' the full Administration ,

Committee And ; then to the House 
ikior. L T - J T -



; House Aids Say F.B.1. Agrees ± 
: . To Cooperate In-Kennedy Inquiry

WASHINGTON,—April* ^
Assassinations - Committee investigators 

< said Monday  ̂that the Federal Bureau of
- Investigation-had promised to coordinate 

its investigation ci any .leads on the as- 
sassmationsofFresident Kennedy and

4 • < the Rey^Dr.MartinLuther King Jr. with 
Hoose ih^‘tigatow.~.--^

Birt the; staff .,officialls "toldz committee 
’ , members ^>that ■ ihe /Senate Intelligence 

Committee hari not yet honored requests
I r *veh for some of its public .material, much
• jhl«®$-CQ^df®t*alfafoBnta^^
I < ‘ ..Stephen J. Fallis, deputy staff director, 
v told the committee that a system had 

been1 Wofkedout"‘‘Whareby'theF.B.L will 
i . ‘H> notify, us immediately, of any areas they 

f*- are investigating in connection'with these
e . i assassinations.”-•<’; 5>*>. Uy d i ;i« s;£A 
; TT ? Representative Lanis B. Stokes, Demo- 

crat of Ohio, asked if that meant. the

; "They are interested in pursuing any 
new leads or evidence,” and have prom
ised to coordinate any such effort, with: 
the committee, Mr. Fal lis replied.



Agen^Jnvestigatin^ New leads. Evidence,

FBI StittProbm^
.&Hc. aaidtthe; FBI; h^ ffor Senath Committee records bearing
tjh&.u»^f^iUM.M^^^ .’on'thej^ssltiatiotn.', - . ^3-^; L

’^ ««P- St^art\® McKinney- (R-
- . a° • 'Coin.) saidAe- hoped, the Senate; com-

> new* evidence”>ln the murders ’of Pres- laid1 he hoped.'thisr.wouldkeep.the 
’ident Kennedy-and- the Rev^Martins* "cpmmittee^ thet Justic^Department and 
Luther King Jr;,: the- House Assassina-,' ^.^l“fio< stepping.;-on. each 
.tions Committee was told yesterday; f ,?‘l:$;|,:^
• - Lawyers, for- the House committee ,Tu$espdhse.to"'a fonowijip^inquiry, 
'did-noV-elaborate on the FBI’s justifi-j ^^Jiisticei'^epartmentuspokesmanyddn-. 
iC&tion for its x> ‘^d^a„af’,reporter..that thi-FBLJWas
^ork. but:'several ^ - trying tachead riff.; any embarrass
privately, expressed chagrin about it,’ ^ > —
especially in light of widespreadicriti-

■ By George Lardner Jr.
WuWnjton Post Staff WriUr ’ * • <

The FBI is still conducting its ?own 
.-investigations of "any new leads and.

Luther King Jr;, the House Assassina
tions Committee was told yesterday;

> nrttee-wouffireco&iM that."we work ' 
jfor<tbe;,same. government,-” and urged ’ 
[Stoke^P^fe
‘presSu^s^Wc'oopera'tion is not forth'

' 1 -Inouye aa|d:‘latkr/through-a’spokes-- 
‘♦manv that he,rhit! .^^ “one offi- 
“ciat.-reques^^^^^ assassinations i

-“eonrmitte&arid'^
the, $&^ri®iei:sp<£e«m^ to elabo“

x^Although, neither /tiYe: Kennedy nor 
■ fringeassassination was-|a' federal 
feme,_ the-spokesman said- the FBI ; 
|ras ^continuing -to ;lnyestigate'-; new >■ 

. leads?.under- the-^federal laW- prohibit- ■ 
mg; conspiracies to deprive anyone of .

. ..V.....U..., a«.,^u,...lu„. ; . ^is civil •rights. . ; -, i .1
1 House, committee Chairman . Louis; ^‘.‘They’d: be derelict if they didn’t” ,
Stokes (D-Ohlo) wondered at a hear-; . ^ntjnue.;; to investigate^^

:.ias 'o2-. b££qganc^$8«t«r£^-;na»3ft^
whether it would be safe to conclude-’ statute of limitations would not.apply • 
that “as far as the FBI is concerned, ' 5jf a conspiracy is/still going on.” “ - ’ 
both investigations are still open.” [ t In addition:to the. putative competh ,

.discover-

-'cism of the,bureau’s original handling 
«of the cases.\,;,;£^':;;.“ v |

.■ Last, year,- the Senate intelligence- 
committee ^concluded; that^the^FBlJ 
and .,: the -< Central,; Intelligence,y. Agency, 
hadr concealed®crucial; information;

;/during the course oL investigating;

^rateYWyTnojiye/saxcsponse;' but-Mt ^p-J? 
* j>are*ntly,.was- not-a; sub^ ^y

: President- Kennedy’s assassination.

■ Deputy counsel Stephen J. Fallis , tion from, the.FBI, the. House CQmrtiit- 
did ‘not answer'directly, "huf's^ tee was confronted yesterday with re- ;

ports of an incipient lack of coopera- 
tion; < from .the .Senate ■ Intelligence, J 
Committee- nowi-headed ’by -Sem -Dant t 
iel Kljh6uye;XP-H^
:v Stokes said-that part‘.of the problem " 
wM-’.thak’commRte^'staffer are still;/ 
awaiUag seeurity'eiearances from the . 
FBI-'andithe^A/lbut,'House ’ commit- 
teajiawyers.:indicated..they:have..got-;'; 
tW-O .-.response. to■ the .
.“subsUhllal^^ they have made '1

had been assured by Justice Depart
ment and FBI officials/’that. they are 
noh conducting; a fuli/compIOte ph <^e 
hovo investigation”' of either assa’s- 

■ sination.
Fallis-',Safd /the officials told?him 

“they are only interested • in pursu
ing any new, leads .'and, hewevidence . 
that conies;'t6-*-their attention- and 'cb- 
ordinating” -their; efforts with the 
House committee-



. Slayings Staff '/J
. Gtes'^SIowness'!
Of Senate Pane'
a Jp* By Jeremiah O’Leary , I 
ft* . ^JVashingtonStarStaffWriter' \ ' j

•■ The House Assassinations Comit- 
: tee’s/staff. has’reported td its chaif- '

man,. Rep.. Louis Stokesj.that the Sen- . 
ate Intelligence Committee?,is drag- i 

, ging itsfeetabout-handing over: 
^confidentiaUmaterial about the mur-
ders.,.of .PresidentJohn P.. Kennedy < 

j and DiyMartinEuther King Jr. ’" (’ 
* -''-Af.a ’Bearing1 yesterday; Deputy 
' Counsel Rpb'&rt^Tanenbaunr told the/ 

■ panel/ the^Senat^ committee' "ha^ 
J important ^material we’ have r to 
i- havft'^HeOetf^T’asked for some 
- of thi^material Pally, i^ and
■'ilavetftrec«yeiiityet.,^ s •’/p 
^JThe^ifficulty is nora”'new one ’or.., 
' the- assassinations committee staff. 
^Fors* Ibng-while iVwas cut ;off from 
“any 'access* to'FBT;'Justice Depart- ■
,ment and CIA material at the request 
of former chairman Henry; B. Gon
zalez’s request. Even now,? none of. 

,, s;4he.committees. 67; remaining^s^
ers has been cleared torecefve 

■ classified material from these agen
cies, although 10 staffers soon will

■ be. . J I

: THE PROBLEM WITH,the Senate 
committee was outlined Jit a letter 

. from Chairman Daniel Inouye, D-Ha-. 
11 .waii, to Stokes. The letter reportedly 

says the Senate committee has 
, “some problem” ■ with, .giving the 

:^ assassination-.'probers ? what they 
v want becausesome of the.Senate wit- / 

hesses.-were'promised confidential
ity'. - ‘ H"-.^

- Stokes-saidyie will'do his best to 
expedite an agreement for access to ■ 
the Senate, material and told the \ 
hearing, he would personally try to 
arrive at a satisfactory arrangement 
fordoihgso. - j J <
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Sprague Lashes Out at the Hill 
In Reviewing His Resignation

THE STAFF IS :authoriS £d fiinde^fo?\he '
' r -*^J rest of 1977 while Stokes looks around for another '

in his stormy career as chief counsel of the chief counsel. ’
■ House Assassinations Committee,--- Richard A. Another points, Sprague said r? ‘ .
Sprague: acquired ene®ies as-welhaj allies.: One * He has no intention of suing Gonzalez who fre- 
.tnmg he did hot acquire wasiawe-jof .Congress or quently charged him with dishonesty, insubordina-

. Jear.of controversy.:.>^j;x*:yr^ and violation of House rules.
: . ^P^aSu® came back to Washington yesterday te ^PraSye said these charges were untrue anisaid 
, break thek silence he imposed on himself when he ^V we« the old “Hitler-McCarthy tactic of re- ' 
iM ™ a controversy with the former chairman of -Peatinglies.”; ? ^ ■
i*!^® ^o®™1**®®* Eejki'iTeriryr B; Gohzalezi D-Te^^^ was’ma'd^in th^
-that, controversy/spelled-the^ It has come-'out that Ray got assistance
tjobsun the iiivestigationsiof the>murders of Presi-Jri kis escape from jail in Missouri” arid aftei‘the < 
t;ri®.pP;4^4^£eMedy>aricLD^^ of King in, Memphis,;in-obtain- -

- ' ■ certain^ money; "^This ’
‘ Indicates,^according, to Spra^ that Ray -was not

£?, X?’a®Vt®.-®?W-P<^Pu^-'®^ in-, acting alone but this assistance was from some- .
?c, u ® H1 a??^ “^ - ?® cSsirmaBiillepiiLouis body other than the '‘Radul”-wh6 Ray has insisted - 
' P?3Ces’ ^'Qkio;..and Del. Walter1TE:'Farintroy, D-' was his mentor.'^ i';:;; ^ »!> vdk.5 r, .,;j, h):;^ui

: Mob-^figureiSaritosiTraffi^arite has;information ‘ .
^ > '" ^r?“ .®'iabes:not.think.Cbrigress:is cap'a"/tnportant'to-_the' Kennedy cas.e-but-’his attorneys 

.^A?*V^£P?W^tin^fcmutdexj£foy£sitiigh  ̂ session-at which;he, claimed
- ,recommepdea:,that.the President appoint a speciaR the 5th Amendment to show his underworld friends "
P^osecPtor to carry on the probe ih^theKennedy^ke/was not answeringquestions.' The' cdriirifittee * 
King cases’* f C?<? ^TOW»- ^ - . .> t was later criticized for that session;? feW^" ’

• ;* Sprague -said' he* wasmot inferestrid'Tn being ’^^Mtofei^ki® iKMiiiai®9«>?^ . ? ;
^special prosecutoriahd madeitclear that he is fed- 
^nP^-^^^^tira^samesittat^ in

- THE CAREER'prosecutor^ threw new light on
, the manner in which.he.handed in his resignation' ■
?,laCmPnth/ He saidi;the. night before the House
voted to "continue the committee’s life,- Stokes -
called him, to a meeting with two other members of -
ther panel. .-A'They advised;m^^

-and they took up the-questfori:of whether my resig- .......
Ration would bring the^votes around . -
®‘1‘T said a resignation would
’pediency and they,shouldn’t knuckle'under to the-
■’big liei TtoldFauntroy itwasasorry comment ,
.taryfor hirivto ba talking'abOut'my-resignation . • •

, . and I .wondered .if Martini Luther King; if he were-
-iaIive, wouldjagree, with himiil detected that Stokes4 . • '

. 4®^® wasn% getting his ,^ . .
Tn\inb. with another..chairman-^

#*Spra^;sar^^^
. next day-at ll'a.m;,: just before-the-House vote? ■
-.Sprague tfien: said,-A“.?This.kidisn’t dangling!
A^Pyniuntil-11 a.m. tqmorrow/carid L tendered my.: . ■ ’

x. Sprague said,’,The .House is apolitical animal.,:
"p is the nature'of representatives; tha^^ ’

‘ fleeted arid then play to the public looking for a'
'good press and headlines.-Staff personnel cannot ■

jibe directed-by 435, or even 12- elected officials? .
' ^That makes an investigation imoossible. You have ‘

i. to pe left alone.to do a proper job of investigating a •

: ■ MY EXPERIENCE indicates- that there is a ' ' ' •
constant push for public hearings i?tp titillate the "1 
public and the specter of sehsationalisrri and that it■' 
ls'n^essary t0 produce something new, and that’s

j not the way to conduct an investigation because it ’
^ impedes the searchfor the truth;’? r s;?^ . ,
-/- . Spraguexharged-that when.he went-to Tennes-
; ;_see, recently,for two interviews with James Earl 

Ray, serving a 99-year. sentence for killing King, .
;■ “® "3d to fight’off members of the committee who
•’wanted to get into the limelight. He said members f —

of Congress wanted to put their cronies on his staff
. and that he was accused of being abrasive because' ’

/he turned them down. ., v/3
* Before he faced the press yesterday, Sprague

' r8?^?6?61^^7^8-staff mem
» °‘ wkom had remained loyal to him in his bat-’

ties with Gonzalez? He said he told the staff of his 
■view that the House was probably not capable of .

s properly conducting the assassination - investiga
tions but said he hoped the staff would prove him 
wrongs
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fSprague Urges Carterto Set Up Inquiry < 
linto the Murders of Kennedy and Dr. King
W^^? By BEN A. FRANKLIN ^ * 

Sp«Ul uite»e»r«kna« ': ^'‘ 
^ WASHINGTON,' April 11—Richard A. 
S-isprague, who resigned two. weeks ago, 
ras chief counsel to the House Select Com-: 
(Jnittee on Assassinations, urged today 
i»that President Carter appoint a special 
jjprosecutor to re-examine the murders of 
’•President Kennedy arid the Rev. Dr. Mar- 
i^in Luther King Jr. ' '
|# Mr. Sprague's comments included criti- 
fc'cism of the .‘.‘political expediency” and 
jfthe push to titillate the public” that he 
jiaid had motivated members of Congress 

and had put him in conflict with the com- 
. .$*mittee. They, came .at a. news conference 
a at which he declared that his/owninvest!?: 
legation, “as little and' as spairseff. as it 
jjwas, “mandate^that therb.-bo a thorough; 
^{examination intdeach bf these twoAssas-.’ 
JsiaatiOM/^^^B^^^fS^’/S^:^ 
53 He responde^'to persistent -questions' 
t about the basis of the ‘’mandate” by.dis- 
5 iclosing: two-admittedly inconclusive disk 
Eqoveriesrabout’the .accused;assassirisriff 

, ? the Kennedy .aniiKing ..deaths.1; He- de- 
A scribed; them£a^ppints^ 
f be pursued:^?^fe^§^~*;*Sw 
||: To a. crowded":gatheringkoF/reporters 

' fat the' National Press Chrb^Mrtt Sprague! 
J Said that the;Centrai Intelligence Agency; 

. f had told-theselect bommittee-staff that: 
^thad “re-used” and erasecha tape record-

ihg of wiretapped 'telephone- conserva
tions by Lee Harvey Oswald, the Kennedy 
assassin, to the Cuban .and the Soviet 
embassies in Mexico City. .

. •I Mr. Sprague, mentioning the late direc
tor of the Federal Bureau of Investiga
tion, continued, "But then recently we 
.uncovered a memo'by J.-Edgar-Hoover 
to,-the then-head of: the Secret./Service,' 
in which. Mr." Hoover pointed -bitt” -'that 
after the assassination of Bresideiit Ken
nedy, F.B.I. Agents.; whaiwere/familiar 
with Oswald’s voice listened to the tapes 
and said the voice was not his. '' -

-That.raises some very serious ques- 
tionS,”' Mr. Sprague went on,„“becatise 
if the tapes hadfexisted'aftetthe Assassi-? 
nation/of’.President Kennedy:ani;they' 
were.-destroyed  ̂why2$And;<ifi trffifac^ 
these, tapes' showed that thei voice 'on 
there’was not'Os>vaW^

;'/?“Ih -these ^investigations,': one of the 
dangers isttaking .a point and leaping to 

A conclusion that doesn't follow.-I’m, not 
paying jihat^fiftthese things exjst/ that 
•th’atishows"th^C.lA. .had. something.to
-dbkwith'; the /assassination.^ But? itdoes 
-xaisTer'<iuestioK3 ^ what:; might, have 
been.-a' conspiracy-'that aroseafter/the 
'Assassination'irrlwhlch; certain;’agencies 
JjtGovernment’ felt; that they would. be 
•an .-embarrassment,in showing certain.

. refatio.n$W's<Wh^te don’t
know, but-these Are^mitters that certain^ 
ly heed to be investigated.!’"--'";^:? .^ 

/'■ •'Mr.'Sprague altoTdisclosed-fb^ 
recent'interviews with‘jarnes’‘EarFRay* 
who is serving a 99-year prison termin 
Tennessee for the murder of Dr. King. 
Mr. Ray told^him that ■ he .-hadLA’receivecl 
aid from - others’’-thani^
family, pc thefmysterious^RapuF,!’^man 
never Otiierwise idenUfied ^ 
has i said, set ;himi^ murder,
charge. Mr. Sprague said that/Mr.. Ray 
had Adnutted tr^hlm^ that~“Raoul” was 

' ^fictitious jimei^g: ’; ®s5^fe^

;Th^Taid’5'W^ii£t^
forMr; Ray ‘’certan£weapoiis and'certain 
Jmohey,’’; Mr^Spraj^M^
and after the King shooting in ApriE 1968. 
'This- was just a threshold of ^inquiry,? 
Mr. Sprague-sald. -'but itis c^ 
indication of aid by otherpeople/</^#:

•' Another Sprague-Ray'interview'was tn

if<

Richard A.'Sprague ponders question at his farewell news conference

have taken placer In Tennessee, today, the 
former prosecutor said; It has now" been 
.rescheduled -for Thursdays gwith^'othOr 
’committee ; Ataff .A,mem^^
questions. ■ y. ‘A^j’^v?’',?

Mr., Sprague also asserted separateljr 
under-a1 reporter's-questioning that Santo 

.... Trafficante Jr.." an alleged Mafia’Teader 
4 .who refused to. answer-any. of.'tha'com-. 
'L ‘i^Utep’s. questions in a public appearance 
X^Jast. March ' 16,'."absolutelyhas .usefuPin- 
^' formation*’ oh; the Kennedy assassination^ 

Mr. Sprague would hbt describe’the Infor-
'mation.'
’ " Mr. Sprague resigned as the. committee 
counsel bn March 29,'iwhenjt' appeared 
to .some House members that if he; stayed 
with .the. committee it.would notwinA 
yote.on the floop; thenext day tqcbhtinue 
ft: phsTApril l.=The subsequent VOfe’was 

a -’<230 to 181 to extend the committee’s Ijfg 
- $,”vUh[ibugftT97a,?aMiM^ 
f “JyroldiUefr Washington/^

:;'''isVacatipn:’ini'M 
^^mixed?feehngk:df;tirs^
; 4 the cramittee^rl^S^^B:^' 
-...../In 10 days in^ther Acapiflca suh/.b^ 
renewsconferencey^evealed / today, <Mri 

I- W • Sprague apparently cultivated his disgust 
Ay- and diminished-hijhope?.!^® ?»^ j

He.hadcriticismsfordrianyin the HousA, 
« Vf A#nahdihg;Speake£Thb^

... of •■Massachusetts.; He.: accused. -him- of i 
... never' giving the assassination investiga-i

T:^tion-. -the support it ..deserved. ' But; Mr.
"Sprague leveled his harshest criticism at

... Rqpire£nf»Uve*hHen^
•'^Texasiiwbo w'as- chairm an, of .the assassi- 
^■Batkms- committee from! January until he 
^ resigned on March 2. with>. bitter .Hast

^ntiiw.ftw^*it MraSprague and'atthe-;cbmmittee.ma- 
jorityjVwhich was,'then supportingTfhe

‘.A M* -•. chief .counsel."' •' *S:«? %»>i-~ > ?»§•&?



( says Hili Pressures Hamper Probes * •

^Sprague Doubts Panel Can Fmd Truth
; By George Lardner Jr. • J In his first public statement since ;

.a,.' ' ' ‘wa«h|n»tonpo«tstAttwriter i ii, . ■ - 'he was forced to resign last month, 
: The former chief counsel of.’ the \ ;Spragiie said he hoped President Car- 

• House Assassinations Committee 'ter might consider appointing a spe-' 
warned yesterday that the committee ' 'cial prosecutor to take over the inves- •

S hould neyer find the truth behind the . jtigations. In, light of his own expert- \ 
^assassination! of . President Kennedy -'ence, Sprague said lie feels that "the : 
: or the Rdv. Martin Luther King Jr. if \ jGongress of the United States is not71 
, It continues on its present course,'' ’7 ;the proper agency to conduct an in-

.1 -./Openly critical of the committee’s . fvestigation of any crime,; much les£ 
-■'.; new chairman, Rep.. Louis Stokes (D- . (crimes of murder." > /j. ■ , . - , . . .
’Ohio),, former' chief counsel; Richard ? The former Philadelphia prosecutor^: dawThmse'Was ’

bA. Sprague said the investigation has stopped short of urging that the As- . 1 looking for pro
V been hampered so much by demands : fsassinatlons Committee be disbanded.'”' , , , , , ' ,

zWor “sensational"^disclosures and pub- (Shortly before his late-morning press' ^'' Looking relaxed and tanned after-a
/lie “titillation” that he is npw con- ’conference here, he visited committee !' ^'d?y vocation in Acapulco Sprague ,
/vinced Congress cannot handle the'tn-?;' staffers and urged them to prove him'.,'i.-°$ed yesterday that "e quit ' 
b quiry properly. -/’wrong,,to * ‘show everybody ... that See SPRAGUE, A4, Col. 4 •

you can keep political influence out of; .'
• this thing and get a job done.’ ” 

, , But Sprague continued, ‘ I don’t 
think they can, because what occurs is 
that the members of Congress want to 
staff this with their cronies, with their •. i 

I friends ... Just about every congress-' ■ 
'.'man In existence wrote me with his i : ,

• < recommendations as to who to put on ' . , 
i .Jhe staff, I 'guess ... I became >7

■s
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Spragii^^Blaniing. 'Pressures^'
Doubts Panel Can R

;1'

"4'

> SPRAGUE,’From Al a

March 29 — the day before a crucial 
House ’ vote to continue the 
investigation—primarily because of 
Stokes’incipient animosity.

Sprague - said he hadn’t wanted to 
resign and felt he still had enough 
committee members behind him "to

conspiracy Involving de Mohrenschildt, conduct a thorough impartial' Lnvestt- 
Lee Harvey Oswald, anti-Castro Cu- gatioh, has been confronted, Sprague
bans, the CIA and Texas oilmen).

The former committee counsel said 
he still feels some sort of investiga
tion is needed in light of uncorrobo
rated information that has been devel
oped, for instance, in interviews with 
James Earl Ray. But the committee

. avoid being booted out,” but then staff, instead of being left alone to 
sensed that Stokes was getting in* ' • ;- - ' .
creasingly annoyed at him for want
ing to hold out. J
.- “I figured, “Why put up with it 
again?’. ” Sprague said.recallinghis- 
difficulties with- former committee 
Chairman Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.) 
who had tried to/fire the committee , 
counsel • in : mid-February -but-<wa3 7-.

said, with "a constant push for a pub- ' 
lie hearing to present something to 
the media; something to titillate the .. 
public, something that has the specter / 
of sensationalism . ... > ’ ■ '. >

“That is not the way to investigate,"' - 
he said, “and it totally impedes the ■ 
search for the-truth." . / 'A—; ■3

countermanded -•■ by-;_the • paneFs'i 11
other members; >;

■a

The fresh pfess'ure's“for' Sprague’s * 
duster.arose March’29 because;of ah 

, unofficial . headcount by committee i 
members which indicated that the in- / 
vestigation would -'survive- the next • 
day’s vote on. the Hduse floor only;^ 

■ Sprague were replaced. 'A-/
.. Summoned to- a fpurhburmeeting-.'; 
in Stokes’" office the’ night of'March 3 
29. where he found the chairmah with/

• Reps. Floyd- J. Fithian (D-Ind.) and.
Rep. Robert W. Edgar (D-Pa;), Sprague 

- said he had already decided to’leaye-at -■ 
/ some future' date, but resisted the/’. 
“pressures- to - quit, immediately,. espe

cially In light of reassurances he had . 
' gotten earlier- that day .from commit- -

tee members. ’ . -
LT/ Reminding Stokes'-'and^the'pthers J 
~ that they were agreed that criticisms "' 

of Sprague’s conduct and investigat- ' 
Ing techniques were unjustified,, the .' 

. counsel said he told them “it was -a ;-• 
sorry commentary for congressmen in - 
this democracy to be knuckling under 
to the big lie.” Sprague then polled; 
other committee members -by tele-/ 
phone and was assured of their sup-" / 
port. . . ; -

But “at that point,” Sprague said,’"!', 
detected that Mr. Stokes was kind of - 
resentful that he was not getting his . 
way." Anticipating continuing difficul- 

- ties with the chairman if he stayed, 
...the Philadelphian decided to quit. He 

made it effective immediately despite . 
a “Don’t do that” chorus at the last, 
minute from Fithian, Edgar and Del. 
Walter E. Fauntroy (D-D.C-), who had ' 
joined the group.

Sprague was also critical - of the ■ 
committee's calling of Dutch journal- 
ist Willem Oilmans to a meeting two 
weeks ago “just because of the sensa
tionalism arising from the death of

*Mr. de . Mohrenschildt” (George de , 
Mohrenschildt, a Russian refugee who 
committed suicide last month after re
portedly telling Oilmans of a far-flung

1
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James R. Dickenson

Cari assassination Questions be allayed?
7 • Like the Lincoln assassi- -‘ let fragments, too many to almost by definition seek an two. persons know about : 
...nation, the assassinations of • be consistent with the War- orderly structure of things, ; something, given the blabby-.

John F. Kennedy and Mar- ren Commission’s single- are in this group. So ire ' nature -of- mankind, -the?
T tin Luther King Jr. promise ? bullet theory, removed from those most suspicious of the chances of its remaining--se4 
‘ to be with.us forever;’ The ’ John Connally’s wound. v7 ' “establishment,”particii-' ;cret.are minimar andlhat if 7scret. areminimal andlhat if 

three know it’s sure’to'^be- Continuation of the Houseof 7?There;>arr reports of ‘ larly the CIA'and FBI,‘‘and 
r'^Representativesinvestigat- 1 “Crucial”‘photographs, fe- believe there is a'giant.con- 
<7 ing committee assures^hat^ j^rtediyi confiscated by the _ >pirac^^^ .
A but if there..were' notcom^ FBI, of" the'grassy knoll'rlea^ as Kjng.and:-, seem to run-ih cyclesi-'Die; 
> mittee something-.-- else7next to the Texas Book De- 7 ^e Kennedys..' ' 7 ‘pA^^stories? -that-- -right-wing j 
^’would keep the controver-^positoryi/where- ’.Oswald.' : . There issome justifica- 

sies alive. ■/.^tfired his shots. Skeptics of... ... .
r The committee's irriage^the Warren Commission re-' -dy s assassination was tjie 

'.has been tarnished by the7port contend witnesses - - -------------------- . . ~
^Keystone Kops quarrel over “ heard shots there and that of more than 10 years of bad 5 theory was. that themobf^ 
J its original chief counsel -there are-photographs of times. Subsequent revela- - was the-likely perpetrator".' 3 

but even if it had gotten off. 7puffs of smoke and gunmen tions indicated that the FBI. ' since jt had both the.-re-. > 
to the most harmonious oh the knoll. -7?^ and CIA indeed were not sources, including ties with .:7
.possible start its chances of 7' ;There ‘ are allegations above some criminal prac- _ the CIA* and the motive be* 
establishing the truth of the that billiohaire H.L. Hunt rices.? 7 / ' ,~ "7' ‘' cause of the loss of gam
tragedies wouldn’t' be any • and 'other .Texas oilmen .7"Human anabition, venal-A l_.o __ L '.L.

■ greater. :?• 7 ^ hired Oswald \to kill ^K- greed, crime- — alh -'COnnectiohs in Havana'and
. ' a 'Kennedy. 7V . ‘7~? . .. . these we live- with and can ' the hope- that a different'ad- .

For the. hard reality is -7 The problem is that there ' handle, ” Garry Willis wrote ministration might be more 
that most.of us have more ^are . so many . ambiguous *n his book on Jack Ruby. . aggressive in ousting Cas-;, 
chance at sainthood than of. cnicial facts that can be “No matter how criminal tro. .; ; ■.•<^»>- v?

* ever getting an account of 7 interpreted differently;de- such’acts are at least con- . .. The reports that Oswald..' 
‘the shootings that will; pending on the opinion each*-, .ventional in their sequence ; had CIA and FBI ties are as 

satisfy most of us as defini- individual brings to them. of cause and effect -. . . old as the crime itself. He .

■public.777'^^ ;:'|
v<The? conspiracy theories

. Texas oil ;millionaires -were I s 
tion for. this. John Kenne-■■."‘behind the Kennedy assas-L ?

" dy’s assassination was theysination is the latest.'‘A'year^ 4 
openingof a Pandora's Box ; and a half ago the leading"!",

bling casinos and hefoin-

is

of cause and effect -. old as the crime itself. He
tive. „>■;’-&■ .«.e.

The “leads” that leaked literature, for instance, on
. There is a large body of ?41iere-is-thismuch,^at least, - had an address book with 

i of reason and light in the the telephone and license 
darkness of the darkest plate numbers of ah FBI 

\ agent, and one Dallas police ;;
out of the committee re--‘whether of not a single bul- darkness of the darkest plate numbers of ah FBI 

-cently are more convincing let could have passed plot. , ;.< ‘ - . . "3 ;’ a agent, and one Dallas police . 7 
as attempted justification through Kennedy’s body “Better that than the-vi- investigator said he would , .‘
for its existence than as and inflicted the wounds he sion of total night, of super- be “disappointed” if the;
hard evidence. - ' • and • Connally ‘ suffered, human,or subhuman forces \ FBI hadn’t tried to recruit - ~

One is from a woman who Once you’ve read it all, revealing themselves, at Oswald as an informant.
worked for Jack Ruby, who however, you don’t feel any last, as anti-human,erasing Sarah Jane Moore, ^who ~ 
killed Lee Harvey Oswald,’ closer to the truth than all man’s pretension, all ■ - • - - .

reason, order, law.”
On the other hand there

Kennedy’s assassin, (in the > when you started.
nature of the controversy The basic disagreement 
this flat statement will be is between antithetical

tried to shoot Gerald Ford,

are those who are skeptical 
that a conspiracy of such 
magnitude could be put to-.

challenged by many) who, views. One is held by those 
says that Ruby introduced who can’t believe that any- _ . .
her to Oswald in his night- ‘thing so.monstrous could be gether and kept secret for 
club and said Oswald was the result of caprice in the so long and/or don’t want to 
associated with the CIA. form of one^isturbed indi- believe that powerful mem-.?

•There is a nurse at the vidual. Some find this so- bers of their government - 
hospital where Kennedy . disturbing as to be unac- .and .society could, be^dp-’.. 
died who contends that ceptable. • < / yolved in such a matter. * .
there were four or five bul- Many intellectuals, who These people hold that if

so long and/or don’t want to

had been an FBIinformant.
The House established its ; 

committee arguing,-cor
rectly that.the controversy 
will, continue, as has that : 
over Lincoln’s assassina
tion, until the truth is estab- ’ 
lished. Its hope that it or 
anything else can establish 
that truth is a true monu
ment to American opti- 7

1
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j’PHILADELPH^ (AP)^^— Alvin B. Lewis Jr.,/.
who has worked; for the House: Committee onJ 
Assassinations since last December, has been ap-; 
pointed acting chief counsel and staff director, the:?
.committee chairman reports.-rV - 7„. « » . '

Lewis, a lawyer, from Palmyra, Pa., replaces .
Richard A. Sprague, who resigned March 30 after, 
a; long fetid with former committee fchairman, 
Henry Gonzalez, D-Tex.;/ ’/i. S, ' V^^
..Committee Chairman Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, said

yesterday through a spokesman that Lewis-willt .
serve as counsel to the 12-member committee for.;
about one month, or until a permanent counsel is;;^:—
naimed. ■ ■* voted to extend the life'of the committee through
LHe said; the ■committee" is engaged ‘nowin a'.1978. . - < < ^m£'<^, V
search for a permanent successor to Sprague. Lewis, 43, resigned last Thursday while-at the
• ;“We are looking for someone of national stature same time offering his services during thetrarisi- 
and experience.” Stokes said, but he added that tion period. : , i ;
“.outstanding persons on the staff. . . are not ex- : As special counsel, Lewis'worked on both the 
eluded from consideration.” investigations of the Kennedy and King assassins-,

Sprague, a , controversial former Philadelphia tions, performed a number; of special assignments 
district attorney, stepped down as counsel after re- and acted as liaison ^with members of the.cqmmit-’; 
portedly being convinced that his departure.would tee.
clear the way for the committee to, continue its. J Lewis was elected Lebanon County, Pa., district 
probes of the assassinations of President “John T; ? attorney in 1961 and served for eight years; fn that, 
Kennedy and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.. ‘job he supervised a numberof major cases injeen-^ 
t;The day. after^his-resignation,'; the-foil House? tral Pennsylvania^^ ,
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Assassinations Unit
Names'AJyin Lewis ' 
Ac ting Cliief' Counsel

:; . The House Assassinations- Commit
tee todayr named Alvin. B. Lewis Jr; as^ 
;its acting! chief counsel and staff di
rector. - Chairman Louis Stokes. (D- 
Ohio) said Lewis would remain until a

’ permanent chief counsel can be found." 
to replace Richard A., Sprague,, who 
resigned March 31. / " 7
. Lewis, 43,. had been special counsel 
of thecommittee since Dec. 6. He re

; signed that post Thursday, but offered 
; to stay on ? during the. transition pe
riod. ■ ;'>!)M2 sis-'V"""1'

As special.counsel, Lewis worked on 
the investigation of both the assassi
nations of President Kennedy and of 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. He 
also performed a number of special 

: assignments and acted as liaison with ' 
members of Congress. ' .

Lewis lives in Palmyra, Pa; He was 
Lebanon County district attorney for 
eight years, and was a partner in the 
Lebanon, Pa., law firm of Lewis, Bru
baker and Christianson. ; ....... ‘ -



FriJny, April 8, 1977

Jack An derson and Les Whitten

THE WASHINGTON POST DIPMQMtMMa4

: A confidential House memo accuses 
the FBI and CIA of “a serious suppres
sion of evidence whlchwas vital to this 
country’s investigation” of the 1963 as
sassination of President Kennedy.-- ' ’?

A House Assassinations subcommit- .

the Havana underworld; controlled by 
mobster Santos Traffieante, were used 
in the plot against the Cuban premier. 
The mobster who directed the attempt

rector J. Edgar Hoover, who categori
cally denied any relationship between 
Oswald and the FBI. Reports the 
memo: “The. Warren Commission de
cided that, rather than embarrass J. 
Edgar Hoover and the FBI they would 
not pursue the evidence.” . ■

on Castro’s life, John Roselli, hinted. 
Srivately that. the same killers had 

een. caught by Castro and had been 
formation which suggests that Lee?; turned against Kennedy. Interestingly . A Dallaj woman >named Sylvia 
Harvey Oswald was associated with enough, a Cuban exile, according to Q^io reported that she had been vis- 
one or .both? of these- organizations,” th& memo,, quoted Traffieante as say- lted by anti-Castro Cubans. They intro- 
tbe memo says. - S ;-- - / ' .¥? < ^^ be dueed her to an American, whom she |

’rJ-It eharges bluntly that both the-CfA ' ^w’*<r? :;;>. -. later recognized -as Oswald. The Cu-
and TOL intentionally withheld, rele-^r - Roselli had also suggested that the. ,ban3 t0ld her that the American-'was 
yant; information from the Warren;? mob had ordered Jack Ruby to kill Os- trying t0 persuade anti-Castro groups 
Commission and in at. least one in-?, wald to prevent any disclosure of the nt0 ^u president Kennedy because of

' stance, provided the commission with' Traffieante connection. One?of Ruby’s ''Kennedy's reaction to the Bay of Pigs 
iixrformation known to be fake." underworld associates, ..the? memo r,e- invasion’’ Not' long afterward Ken- 
-> :The. memo accuses the.FBI of wlttj-s. ports, ‘‘Indicates that In 4959 Jack ?^ waj sbot- But the -FBI mis-I 
^holding 23 Oswald files from the com- ./Riiby traveled; to Cuba and. visited represented the- woman’s ’story to the I 

Santos Traffieante in jiul,’’The same warren Commission; the memo alle- 
^Our reported _that : Ruby and ges -pjjj report "of wh’at the bureau

^Roselli had meetings in Miami several

Commission and.' in' at hast one in-

'. mission. The FBI "was in possession of
69: pre-assassination files on Lee Har

•Ney.Oswald,"' states the memo.’“How-. 
fWer^ollthesMilei, koaiyy^ .were 
J turned over to the commission." A<i^

.knew to.be patently false," declares 
• the memo, “requires further invesliga-

C
W
 
9

months prior to the assassination.” . - 
______________________ ___ ..,,,..,.^>.A witness had told committee In- 

/ f The information that'allegedly was;?vestlgators that Ruby.introduced.her 
"withheld;was contradictory'..:.On Onft.,^ Ul^UltlUU’ IHU ' A- I 1 V " V 9
hand, the CIA suppressed facts sugg~:< weeks before the assassination.- She. slor^ J®w^w81(l ionww

to' Oswald at a Dallas nightclub two

tion. l:
• The memo cites photographs and a

/had been afraid to come forth with -pa^m!.lF7I' anti-Castro unit known s 
have retaliated against President Ken-'*'her information ”" according th the J?lBt-, . .l^K"rou?’ Some of . 
hedy after learning about the. CIA’s :. m because another woman disap- • .P, ,^ ,’'; CIA agents assigned J 
plot against his'own life. But-oh the "'peared after she mentioned seeing Os- ^ lJai“ the Cuban exiles and soldiers | 
other?hand;-the CIA allegedly .covered . wald at Ruby’s nightclub. But the long ? 01 I0“une- borne members of the I 
up evidence’linking Oswali'td^lA^illent-witness "is. now willing to tes- . group were.traccd to Dallas shortly be- । 
sponsored, adti-CastroCuba^^^^^ U.^fc-fore the ^ennedy assassination.. ;

.The House memo drays no conclu-^ « The Warren Commission-met bewi “ Footnote: FBI Director Clarence M. | 
vslonabout the Kenned/killing. But it; hind dosed doors on Jan. 27,. 1964, to-5 Kelley has told tis that all 69 summa- 1 
■ lays out the evidence that.the commit-:^discuss "evidence”, that Oswald had. ries were provided to the commission. 9 
tee has gathered thus far. Here are-the-’-beeha ?2OO-a-month FBI informant up? Kelley also said the bureau furnished 5 

. highlights: ..•■;;. :. . : ^./^^-wtisdo the time of. the assassination. The.v the commission with 'all pertinent in-
The CIA. did not disclose to tEe^'evidence. cathe from- two ‘tindepep-,’? formation.abqut,potential informants, 

Warren Commission tharit ha,d befit ■ dent” and "reliable” sources,-The com--, including the Cubah Sylvia Odio. The 
.trying to knock off Fidel Castro at the mission’s general counsel, J. Lee Ran- . CIA had hot. cdmmented by the time 
time Kennedy,was shot Killers from vJ£in,.took this up with the late FBI di- We wenUoprinU.^

. esting that Cuba’s Fidel Castro may-
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warren study Influence '
LAID TO F.B.LBY O’NEILL,

' .WASHINGTON, April 4 (Reuters)— 
Spe^r-jThMasJ?.^^ 
that^t^ft&feVejdi^ $
InvMtfga^jjg^tg^^
t_Oi’teli;th^Wafren'’Cqmmissioh the'full 
't^b^MQutti^siddhtf^ -. ~

i^WOBWll, .TW'Mawachusrtts01embcrat:sa^ '^ 
thewitnesses had t'did him they had been '■ 
■aske^hythebureau to hold back.certain ;t 
/information wherfethey' testified to -the 
. cornmission.which-investigated the Nov. ' 
22/1963, Kenhedyslaying. y 1 y7: \ 
'^Congressional^ have new "
informatiqn".that justifies the full-scale ‘ 
inquiry.hf Mr. Kennedy’s death and the 
slaying_of the Rev. Dr- Martin, Lyther 
Kfngrwhich’occurred, nine years ago, he J. 
added'. . , - ■ ■

’ The speaker did not Ideritify^hicWwit- ■ 
'nesses he had talked with/hbrdidhe ’ . 
give details about new. data given to 
House leaders by. the JI&se 'Assassina
tions Committee at a recent; closed brief
ing.

. . MT. O’Neil was askeaht ahews confer- , 
ence whether he stilrbacked/a fulEscale 
inquiry even though':fe committee’s six 
months of investigation had not produced 
hard evidence/ that ^President: Kennedy 
and Dr. Kinghereyictims of conspiracies;

“Ffpm, personalhbnvertatibns with wit- 
nesses^who - appeared before the Warren 
Commission;' I don’t think they gave {the 
Warreri: Commission)’a ifuil 'and honest 
description’’;hek'replied4.“r. believe that 
they were reporting the;mill of the F.B.I.”
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Incomplete, O’Neill Believe?

Associated Frew .

House Speaker Thomas P. . (Tip)
on his own when he killed Kennedy. 
It concluded that there was no con
spiracy. _ / «.

A transcript accidentally released 
last week showed that committee 

1 members discussed a scenario forwhi
ning House approval of extending-the 
investigation. This plan involved; giv
ing O'Neill and other leaders sensitive 
information to win their support.

The rhemoers also discussed making 
a public report to build constituent, 
pressure on House members to extend, 
the committee. ■■ ■•' - " ? ■’

But former chief council Richard A 
Sprague said that would not work be-: 
cause the: only evidence investigators 
had that could be made public “is re
ally a rehash kind of thing.” .

The question of whether the; com-' 
mjttee has more substantial informa
tion which it gave to. the leaders but 
could not make public has not been 
answered. .. .... I r#r..< z ‘

O’Neill Jr. said yestrday he believes 
some witnesses of the Warren Com
mission gave incomplete testimony: 
when they testified about the assassi
nation of President Kennedy.

“I don’t believe they gave a full and 
honest description,’’- O’Neill told re
porters. “I think they were reporting 
the will of the
‘' .The Speaker did hot elaborate but a 
source close to him saidjater he was 
referring primarily' to a man O’Neill 
talked 'with abbut; the’time the War
ren Commission reported its findings..

“When this fellow told them (the 
FBI) what.he was.going to say, they 
said, ‘Well, don’t say all that, it will 
just confuse things,’ " the source said.

O’Neill made the comment when 
asked if he'was convinced the House 
Assassinations Committee really has 
hard new evidence justifying the two- ' 
year investigation the House approved 
last week. XvS X

■ “Let’s let them’ go; ahead and see/ 
what kind of job they -do,” the Massa
chusetts . Democrat said. He added 
later “We will examine the,results of 

. what they do.” . ,,,^^^ '
, He has said repeatedly at the daily " 

news briefings that he doubts whether 
the Warren Commission had all the 
facts and for that reason believed the 
House Assassinations Committee was 
needed to answer questions many-peo- 
ple still have about, the Kennedy as
sassination., \

- The Warren Commission concluded 
that Lee Harvey Oswald was acitng
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^saswuftiofiAj^^^ as the ^irt of Survival
i By George LaMner/jM^l^jI’ifrfjfa^nt'i^tols^Stp^V^^htoii^a^^^ ^'^ posed another!. public liearir
■ wsshihttonpo^sfiftwpur.W 'ftjhJed'of‘fe^^ investigating ^ might include “something lik

hearing that
■ wsshihttonpo5isfiftwdur.:r>^>y-’; j’*j'ft{hJed'o^ investigating $ A might include “something like what,?:

The House Assassinations CommiU’^.jyalU^ and’X ^he murders.’.of President Kennedy /’we did yesterday" wiien “we had Mr.
..'was asked what he-migtit tell |.“.these ^.. !fand the Rey/;Martfn Luther King Jr.,’^' Trafficante there and he was pleading : 
^otyes,.oi*t&dftiii^ .were widelyii.predicting,,-its;.-U  ̂ Fi^thAmendment.” ; ■
;"'"djrthink ybu'A^ i y}downfaL,^'k;^.U’.r.!^^^ ,; .' nf think we did more', yesterday;
hwhdre you hive them'now;^ ‘With Stokes as their new chairman,

tee spent much of its time at- a secret
■ • meeting.. two r weeks /- ago , on , - the 

“choreography";.; arid.;.'“s^
. .winning congressional and public hup-/ 

port of its inquiry. ;
"This, of course, is not the way'to • 

conduct an investigation,”'Bep.' Sam- 
r uel L. Devine (R-Ohio) observed, at 

■ one point, according to a transcript of < 
< the session that was released inadvert- 
' . ently; “But what we are talking about • 
;: today, is survival.” ' \ , ; i ,■.'••?'••■.■ 
..Al another point; committee Chair-'

i at the bit arid riot tell theih anything,” ?r 
: advised Repr Floyd 4; FIthian tb-Ind.Vr 
^J The- March-17. iheetin|f' cimer a^ - - ,
time ^heh the: 'committee -j was still ^ idaybefore, 'March. 16,. at ^hich^gang< 
•struggling to survive'1* in.’the; wike of*' ' ' ’ — • - — - ■

!'yeeksrif acrimony. ovei-t)m,efforts of.
' former Chairman Henry.B.GbhZalez > 

(D Tex.) to: fire the,committee's chief' 
counsel, Richard jAi Sprague.' House .

- '- even without getting factual informa- 
: tion, sitaply.because it focused again 

• .been heartened by the publicity stem- , on the fact that we are looking into 
"^l^01” ?!!2^!»c l6^?,.0-..^. : the issue” Edgar said enthusiastically, 

land, leader Santo’ Trafficante Jr. re-’ J' 1 • • ^ realize that, it) terms of the
■ fused to testify, invoking the Fifth ' investigative technique and issues, 

Amendment and other constitutional that is not the way to go, the Penn- 
rights. i sylvania Democrat added, “but I guess
< Rep3 Robert ^ (D:Pa.) pro-: • ' ’ ' See INQUIRY, A5, Cott■
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■i. •;    INQUIRY, Front,Al ,' ^- >i - a that might include a discussion if'thd, . minutes, I would have to do a little 
' budget, and other matters.' 'soft fchde dance’ in the'middle Of it,”1 hav™e

ano and^the choreography andl rCal- >i_with a 45-minute segment, -“split be- l ' Sprague agrded that a public ses- 
Jze that.while,we^dojnoLwarit.a.circud (;/tween the, Kennedy and King assassi-’ .sion on the fruits of the investigation 

/Nations as;to what£ direction, we are • -

‘soft^hbe dance’ in the'middle Of it,'

' fep'rague a/rced that a public ses-

, \ In the end, the Committee/ which \ 
’ ^survived its Jiousc; test narrowly this 
, '(' week blit only after Sprague resigned, ■

simply issued a report listing some of

almosphei-c, we waht': it.tqi.be.as.con- 
tcnWilled as possibles Ju” ; ;?;;^;-’ii 
, / InW ,cpniiAuJ4|fJ^ Fit
hian,', cautioned ’against,'.placing:',too 
much reliance - bn; prfeSs,; coverage of 
public hearings by, the; Committee. ;He 

■complained specifically- about ’cover
age in;The Washington Posti‘”!( ■■«•;

sion on tneiruits ot uie investigation ; . t , , jj u. i . _ ?/ wouldhT Wolk because thfe staff. Would the- uncorroborated, leads it is purs^

i^jiXJ2-«——^.^^ * ‘i- At the March'.17 meeting,/commit-

/ guess Iihav& some concern ^ tile, scenario^

■- •Fithian agreed) however, ; that the 1 
Iwo or threbpublic meetings the com t.

. mittce had had.wefe helping, to erode ' f 
tho- feciing general^.-lie)0^:iiiany;^ 
members of the House that “we, really ts\ 
hiVe j/inof .-.(Htfhe^ i. !1

and- the choreography-and I realize. that ivhilp we dp! 
not ’want a circus atmosphere}! we want it: to be as epp?,

■r •’ i ”’'5’ ■’i '^ ‘ < - '": t.^eivWeti W.^qr^D^ll t

“rega’rdless./.qf .how? badly; Lardner.„ 
[Washlngtqn'PosLstatf iwriter, George ' going and what evidence and Informa- 
Lardner Jr.] has reported them/?and A tion We Can share publicly.”; •'- A'';’’' 
he. has. reported th,em pretty; badly”,; ■>., Deputy chief counsel Robdri’J.tehi

*
, ?^ “almost a.rcJ •
/‘i'Jliasl^i^f.^vhat’hasl^ng.b'c^ ■
\ ^f-Tiii6'''^rague''&

tee members also agreed that the re
port should - say nothing J"pf ; the 
impediment^ and tho financial limita
tions and the problem of the previous 
Chairman [Gonzalez].’?■ r,< ,'...■•■' 
/• Sprague> asked I how those : sore 
points should, be treated in-the com
mittee report. ■/.•:.( 1 .■ ; 1 ;A J '
<; i “Ignored,'I* would-’say,' completely;” 
Chairman Stokes ordered. ' > 
j ‘‘Benign neglect,” .interjected Repi 
Christopher Dodd (D-Conn.). ’ •

; 1 Stokes, a black congressman from 
Cleveland, agreed. “Yes,” : he said. 
“That deplorable expression.” ’ ■7 Deputy chief counsel Robert' J. teh; ______ _______ ,

■ 'Suggestions-wereiniade^ioF.secret 'ner>the.mah in charge of the.King in- ' l^ouHe-tq^’iiot' saying anythi’hg.v Hd The March‘17 transcript was inad- 
briefings^of' the; Hdusb Democratic X vestlgation, Said later in the'meeting ^^^^ • •• - .................. •
leadership and other Influential mem- ; ’he would really, be hard put to hold A[The''Staff] -CatV day\ of iigiiiflcanee? 
bers of Congress SuCh as this members / ^ ia Public f°r.^e re|iulsite.length , ' (are:’Mhiril;3',that 'are-t'00 rawianh'-^
of the. Rules,Committee? Edgar .kept i-W.time/.' i- .V 1'^ f j/ > '; corroborated ibru3\t6bfe;statin£^ • 'script containing Sprague’s rebuttal
suggesting a--follow-up. public hearing^’^l 'thihk'' whenydu lalk4 about' 45 ■ licly.” -■ ' * ■ 3 J ' ■ • of various charges agalnsthim. ■ ' /.

vertently released late Wednesday aft
er the committee had authorized re
lease of another hitherto secret traii-
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Ruby Introduced Oswald as C.I.A. Agent,, Woman Tells House inquiry
WASHINGTON, March 31 (AP)—Inves

tigators of: . the House Assassinations 
Committee . 'told committee members in 
a secret briefing this month that a Woman 
who worked in a Dallas nightclub before 
President Kennedy was assassinated Was 
Willing to testify that Jack Ruby intro
duced -Lee Harvey Oswald to her and to 
others ias “Lee. Harvey. Oswald of the 
C.I.A.”1 - A.;;..', r
\ Mr. Ruby, a Dallas: nightclub owner, 
killed Mr; Oswald after fhe Kennedy As
sassination, The Warren Commission cOh- 
eluded that Mr. Ruby did not know Mr. 
Oswald before the assassination, and Mr. 
Ruby maintained he had hot previously 
known Mr. Oswald. ’ , : ; t

A 20-page section Of the secret Match 
17 briefing was accidentally released by 
the committee yesterday, a day after the 
House voted to give the panel two years 
to. pursue its investigations of the killings, 
of President Kennedy, and tKd Rev. Dtf 
Martin Luther King Jr? J. - 4 ^. 
A^DoubtjOn (Warren Commission • .^ 
’•The inyestigatprs also said’the'pdssiblll 

ity that there were tOo many biillet frag
ments for, Mr. Oswald to have killed Ken
nedy, alone had b6en raised because of 
the story Of a nurse. She was identified 
as the head nurse at Parkland Hospital 
in Dallas. Investigators quoted her as say-, 
ing four or five bullet fragments, not one

clean bullet, were removed from John B. 
Connally, then Governor.of Texas' who 
was wounded when Mr.’Kennedy -was 
killed.;' .:.^?fe<i’lsj/p iiWSr- ^V- i' 
f . If that is.' true/ 'the ihvestigatbrsffsaid,’ 
the Warren Commission's1 conclusion that' 
one bullet went through President Kehne- 
dy’s body and then traveled on to wound 
Mr. Connally might no longer be valid.

Robert Tannenbaum,; the- committee's 
chief investigator of the Kennedy assassin 
nation; told the committee: M# the foilr 
or five fragments in factwere taken out 
and if we Can show—if we can locate 
them—that they weigh’ more than that 
portion: that isi missing from that .bullet,’ 
then the Very cornerstone and basis of 
the entire. Warren Commission report is 
no longer valid.” ' ■ ’. \ /

The‘Commission,/headed by Chief Jus
tice Earl Warren?concluded that Mr. Os
wald was acting alone in killing President 
Kennedy and was not part dftazcorispira?

j Mr.-Tannenbaum-told the0 committee' 
that he considered the bullet theory and 
the former nightclub worker’s story ‘‘very? 
significant?;’He said the woman Was' pre-' 
•pared to testify/.on MrrRuby’s reference 
to Mr.’Oswald as being’ from; the. Centra) 
Intelligence AgehcyA A 'i w,'^
• Further, Mr.' Tannenbaum, said, ’ the 
Same, woman ,1s ,prepared.,to; testify4 that, 
she was taking, pictures tat. Pealy Plaza

when Mr, Kennedy was killed there and 
that two men identifying themselves as 
CXA. and Federal Bureau of Investigation 
agents topki the film from her two dayi 
later. Mr. Tannenbaum' quoted her as say
ing hCt camera * angle’-wduld show parts 
of’ tHb’ controversial grassy kridll.'He 
added “that could be crucial.” ' ' ' - ; : 
'. ' One cdhspiracy theory that has never 
been’broved was. that shots ’ were fired 
.from‘a’gun o(i J the; grassy knoll at the 
same timd . Oswald was firing from the 
Texas schoolbook depository building.

1 - A Suicide Time pinpointed
’ ' ’O BBAUH- ;F1^ March 31"(AP)-4 
tape recorder- being used; to transcribe 
a television /program! recorded -the. gun
shot when a friend of Lee Harvey Oswald 
killed himself, the authorities say, / '

>, Lieut Richard Sheets of the Palm Beach 
Courity/ sheriff's offied1 said there were 
ho pounds' ofjahypne; else an' the back

ground is George de Mohrenschildt died.
Mr.§heets>said that by comparing the 

tape-With television station logs the in- 
.vestigatorsdetermined that Mr..de Moh- 
■.renschildt, 65.shot himself at 15 seconds 
fast .2:21 ,P.M,’.Tuesday. Mr. Sheets said 
the,autopsy, which concluded Mr. de 
Mohrenschildt committed suicide, would, 
be teviewed before the case was closed. 
But he indicated he thought • the death 
was a suicide. . !

Mr. de Mohrenschildt, a Dallas geolo
gist, apparently shot himself after an in
vestigator for the House Assassinations 
Committee tried to interview hitiu the of
ficials said. ) Mr. de Mohrenschildt had 
known LeeHarvey Oswald and his wife, 
Marina.

Mr, de Mohrenschildt wis a psychiatric 
patient at the Parkland Hospital in Dallas 
for 51 days late last year pfter arsuicide 
attempt, according to a United Press In
ternational report today.--
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Was He Responsible for Oswald's Act?
i?4#

By Jeremiah O’Leary
*. Washington Star Staff Writer -

V schildt’s decision to tell his version of al! the time searched. So I am scared 
,-the Kennedy murder. ,f . V ;to death. L first must get out of.the..

1 When Georee de Mohrenschildt’'• Ormans aversion prompted the. country.”.
disappeared in® Brussels-last mLxTT™.Gaetan oilmans said he quickly called his

’ 7 he could have been tabbed either ,PoPz,,to Palm Beach last Monday to Dutch ■ television superior and was
- / ’as just another fritcakeor as som£ t 9uest,°" d& Mohrenschildt. Accord- told to bring de Mohrenschildt to Hol-

one^^ ‘ ' land. AsOltmanstells.it,.de Mohren*
.■i£;quiintance with Lee and Marina Os- ^chiid?Tr''deS W ^ se.veral changes of mind:

wald ■ •—’ - ' schildt for a. decade; He knew de ,hut finally said he was ready to goj
/ Or? just^possibly/ he. could have/^FenscJildt' *b® to ®“*^® ^^Itmans said they drove to Houston,;

< been-’tL.ma«Kresp6nsiblef^^

into the habit of visiting

Dallas two or three times a year, today, this much, is; certain. , -
65-year-old .Russiambcirn^t; in? JANUARY" j97i.de/Mohren- 

/ t>?t_ n».r c^’^'^rote Oilmans that he was 
■ J/Preparing a book, and sent several

//I • He was bL suffWe^t inUr^ ^Completed" but Jeanne ‘a. friend of. the Dutch-<reporter,- a;

<!^s that one of its investigators- wa«j in'i’ya^^ she Tead-it, She told/ “^ three men chatted -
^« PaW?eaek’bn^dS^^ he w°uWgo to jail iCUt^at the newstandjof the Hotel Metro- -

rv&J&suieide occurred/-/&* tofcS^rai^We^bl^^ retilrqed from that walk,” -
Wte£K®AmS?X < said Oilmans.. ' ^;, -

^ Report concerns de Mohrenschildt. ' JnttftKSiffiW^ u1”^ 016
■ The,reason de Mohrenschildt may ttSMffi  ̂ Ut' ?the Hague. Oilmans
-J have committed suicide in his daugh- fel^ *he ^m receiving the 7fP°rt
iter's house is not known. Nor i/it S £^ ^ ?l£S was Jacob, Gillespie,, a press officer

" known whv he was necotiatins with s- ldt,V?w^ embassy. .There is no record
^Kh Sishe^to S S SL was told de Mohrenschildt was; in a that the missing report was relayed: 

.-•^when he disappeared in the Belgian 
■ capital shortly afterrneeting a Soviet 

diplomat. . ' ,;-.,-. - £
^” He has been described as an oppor- 

/|^;tunist and/a man with it history of
- mental illness .who was subject; to 

wild changes ofniood.*.j:^; ^ ‘* 
v But both the House investigative 
panel and the FBI seek to find out

with a man named David Russell and
eventually arrived in Amsterdam on ► 
March 3. There they began a roundoff 
talks with Dutch, television and p.ub^
lishing executives, meanwhile check-" 
ing with attorney Russell in Dallas .to > 
be sure the manuscript was still‘in 
his office;. - Wb-'-

On March 5 Oilmans and de Moh-

-mental hospital suffering from a per- to the State Department in Washing- 
secution complex and, undergoing. ton. . . s ;

shock treatments. • .- s-..'„-,>:< Oilmans said hewasn’tworried.
According to Oilmans, Russell has /He got a call from a man in Brussels 

the manuscript in his office files. who identified himself as “Genta”
• Oilmans went back to Dallas on and said de Mohrenschildt had de-.

., what role,: if any, de Mohrenschildt 
i^ayed in the Kennedy assassination. 
^BE MOHRENSCHILDT, as part of 
J^fte: Dallas - Russian-speaking com-; 
\*..munity, was close to Oswald and his 
^Russian-born"wife, Marina. The FBI 
' ■ says it checked him but after the

presidential assassination. He-was a 
witness before the Warren Comtnis-

Feb. 23^ 1977, and had lunch with deu.parted for. the United States. But Olt- 
Mohrenschildt, %who was back 
work. The journalist said this ex-I 
change took place in the Bishop Col- J

. Jege library:
M De Mohrenschildt: “How would it 
hit the media if I came out and said I 
felt responsible for Oswald’s'behav-

Oilmans i4!You mean what Oswald 
did? Shot dr not shot, he was involved

’ in the-shooting. You have links here

a;

---------- .. ------------- to the shooting of the president of the 
s:on, and what he said then can be UnitedStates ”
.found in 11$ pages of that bulky re- . De Mohrenschildt: “I realize that 

L \ don’t want^ to' incriminate my-
■ ■■ What is not known is what his mo- self directly. But l am convinced that 
:tive was for writing the manuscript-:what Oswald finally set up we com

et a book entitled “I’m a Patsy, I'm a. pletely agreed upon ” 
Patsy” and claiming that it is the .Oilmans: “But you were in Haiti 

■ story of how he was responsible for On the day of the assassination." * .' 
> Oswald's assassination of Kennedy. ./^ De Mohrenschildt: “Yes.” . “ 
••■'•Sbme details of the last months of-“■'oilmans said de Mohrenschildt 

de Mohrenschildt s life were, pro- “was a’ guy .very cleverly saying ‘I 
.vided to The Washington Star in an knew exactly what Oswald was going 
. interview with Dutch journalist Wil- to do and I have proof of it/ ” : °
lemOilmans. ;

to dp and I have proof of it.

v> * Oilmans had cultivated de Mohren- 
schildt as a news source and as a

‘ friend for the past 10 years. He told, 
o-the House Assassinations Committee 

earlier this month about de Mohren-

..'OLTMANS said he asked de Moh
renschildt if he was ready to make a 
statement. He said the professor 
replied: “Yes, but never in America. 
I am being followed. I find my house



;

'financial and family problems. ' S. 
House investigator Fonzi. went ja

mans said de Mohrenschildt left be- Bishop College in June. I’m 65.'My even though he knew the Oswalds 
hind all his belongings- except ? his-? wife ran away. (They reportedly are well and probably helped them with - 
briefcase. Oltmans said he put de^how divorced.) I’m at the end of the- 
Mohrenschildt’s possessions in an- line.’ And one day he came into my 
Amsterdam bank and sent th ere- - room and said, 'Let’s face it. I only 
ceipt to attorney Russell in Dallas." made up the story (about Oswald)

Yesterday in Palm Beach, Fla.; a because everybody makes a million 
police official said: authorities were dollars off the Kennedy assassina- 
holding "’certain persona! paper's” ? tion, and I haven’t made anything. So 
belonging to de Mohrenschildt. now it’s my time..So now; you and I 
United Pl-SSS-TntpmatinnotMnnrtaH.:

the house where de Mohrenschildt 
was staying at noon Tuesday and wag 
told to return that evening becauSS. 
the man was not home. In the after;; 
noon, deMohren'schildt: /apparently.

„ „ , - ------- _ ...rf ....____„--------------------------. put a shotgun in his mout$ and pulle3;
-United Press International’reported; knowthat.U^S!i^<?;K^ S
The official declinei to say whether, \ THE FBI SAYS IT does not know“-‘ No note was found.' If there is ait: 
those .papers were/related ,to -the - what to make of fde Mohrenschildt’s^ answer to George de Mohrenschildt’® 
Kennedy assassination. ~ <_<.»< strange journey or . of his apparent/ troubled life, it may lie in the book he'-
.; Izi early March, Oltmans told his~'suicide.^The ?Warren / Commission^^ written and that, lawyer RusselT 
story-to the House panel’s deputy I' concluded? that he did not have any purportedly has filed away in Dallas:? 
Counsel Robert Tanenbaum ■’ and%connection-»■ with -/'Kennedy's -death 'T’m a PatsyrI’m a Patsy.” ?^&isj 
three other investigators in Washing-.-^, ,
;ton.- Oltmans? view,of de Mohren-f
schildt’t role-in the assassination is’ 
that de’Mohrenschildt didn't figure in 
the slaying but "that together they 
COOked it Up.”

De ’Mohrenschildt? according to 
Oltmans, could have been kidnaped, 
or have had another-“crazy attack” 
or have? gone to the Soviet Union.: 
None of those things happened,, but 
Oltmans did have a clue to the way 
de Mohrenschildt. died even before 
the man shot himself. :, ‘?:#? 
; Oltmans said "He told, me in Eu-‘ 
rep?: ‘Look, I’ll bedischarged^
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Sprague Says His Quitting
From Dying
gfessmeh7supporting the committee 
were Reps. Gladys Spellman, D-Md.; 
Newton Steers, R-Md.; and Herbert | 
Harris, D-Va.; opposing it were 
Reps. Joseph Fisher, D-Va., and | 
Marjorie Holt, R-Md. Fauntroy, who 
heads an assassinations panel sub
committee, does not have a vote on 
the House floor.

The final vote on the assassina
tions committee was preceded by one 
of the most unusual maneuvers in the 
memory of veteran House observers. 
During extensive debate, Stokes had 

' been telling his colleagues that the 
committee had developed new leads 
in the Kennedy and King cases, but 
that he could not discuss them pub
licly.
s Rep. Robert Bauman, R-Md., who 
called- the committee the "biggest 
legislative circus we’ve engaged in in

• years,” cited obscure House Rule 29 
and moved that the House go into, 
executive session for the first time 
since 1830 to hear the committee’s 
new evidence. Bauman’s motion was 
defeated, but by the amazingly close 
vote of 185-226, considering the

' uniqueness of the maneuver. ~ ......

THE ASSASSINATIONS commit
tee met before the floor action yes
terday and made public a transcript 
of a closed session March 16 at which 
Sprague responded to the variety of 
charges leveled against him by Gon- 

’ zaler and in a New York Times 
article about Sprague’s activities.
-The record provided Sprague’s 

first public response to Gonzalez, 
with Sprague terming the charges 
made by the former chairman “das-

/ tardly smears by a member of Com 
gress.”

< Sprague also told the committee, 
according to the transcript, that he 
would make "no bones” about leav
ing the committee and that he had 
only stayed on after the controversy 
because he felt an obligation to the 
committee members. He said he did 
not'want to walk out on the commit
tee or the staff, but declared, “I am 
not wedded to this position.”

“I do not think I am doing myself a 
favor,’’ Sprague said in his testi
mony, "I think I am doing you a 
favor — by you I mean the Congress. 
I give you a standing offer. I don't 
want to be fired obviously but if you 
feel l am a sort of a millstone, if you 
feel that because of attitudes of other 
members of Congress that your ship 
will sail the better, then you don’t 
have to play around with me on it. I 
am happy to submit my resignation 
immediately.”

' AND SPRAGUE added, "The truth 
of the matter is that I am personally 
losing quite a tremendous amount of 
money by being in this position.”

The 11 members of the committee 
who refused to accept Gonzalez’ at
tempt to fire Sprague as the two 
clashed over who Was running things, 
said yesterday they had found no 
fault with Sprague after their interro
gation of him. . ,-j-

K^pt Panel
ByRonSarro

Washington Star Staff Writer

Richard Sprague had always been 
the ultimate'weapon in the House 
Assassinations Committee’s now vic
torious battle for survival. - , ;

The unorthodox former Philadel
phia prosecutor had been the center 
of controversy ever since January, 
when Democratic leaders were 
forced to yank from the floor a reso
lution to authorize the committee’s 
investigation over the next two 
years.

Sprague had a “standing offer’* 
with the committee and the staff of 73 
he had assembled. He would stick it 
out, at least until the resolution to 
continue the committee’s life again 
reached the floor. He would quit if it 
would help assure the investigation 
would continue. 7 ;

; Fifteen hours before the House was 
to vote on the committee at noon yes
terday,. Sprague and‘several of his 
staff members met informally with 
six congressmen, including D.C. Del. 
Walter E. Fauntroy, in the office of 
Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, the com
mittee chairman.— '■ -...... -.... r.
..«The prognosis .wasn’t good. "We 
discussed the vote count and how it 
looked in terms of the floor vote,” 
Stokes recalled later. "Our count 
showed we were probably down 20 
jVotes.” The mood of the House was 
notgood. . _

Presentment lingered about 
Sprague’s original request for a $13 
/million two-year budget to reopen the 
.investigations of the assassinations 
’of John F. Kennedy and Martin Lu- 
2^er King Jr;; about his onetime re- 
quest to use sophisticated electronic: 
investigative tools; about his show
down with Rep. Henry Gonzalez, D- 
Tex., forcing Gonzalez’s resignation 
Last month as committee chairman; 
and about Gonzalez’ charges against 
Sprague; ■

Legislators attending the meeting 
in Stokes’ office estimated that per
haps 40 more votes could be obtained 
if the committee would just use that 
ultimate weapon — Sprague.

»“He said he did not want to be the 
impediment in terms of this investi
gation going foward,” Stokes said. 
"For that reason, he said T want to 
resign.’ I think it. made the differ
ence.”' '
: By a 49-vote margin, the commit
tee was authorized to continue its 
investigation With a proposed $2.8 
million budget for this year which 
should pass the House later with little 
trouble. The final vote yesterday was 
230-181 in favor of the committee with 
one member voting "present.”

Voting for the committee were 181 
Democrats and- 49 Republicans. 
Against it were 93 Democrats and 88 
Republicans, including 16 of the 19 
Texas congressmen who opposed the 
committee mainly as an act of 
loyalty to Gonzalez, who resigned as 
its chairman , after battling with 
Sprague. ,

AMONG WASHINGTON area-con-



THE $IW#0itK' TlMJS&THtiRfofawAkC^^

.HODSEVOTESTOKEEP 
lASSASSINATION PANEL

! r^j. Continued From Page A! ‘ y *■. 

। resignation of Mr. Sprague, which" was 
; announced this morning before the House 
: convened, had made it easier to secure 
Enough votes to reconstitute the .commits 
tee. ,:.; - ■ J J; /A-
ji;. Resignation*Meant40Votes’ ■' :.' 
f ‘- ‘With Sprague resigning, they claim 
"Hmeans 40 more votes,? the Speaker 
jot the House, Thomas P. O'Neill Jr., 
‘Democrat of Massachusetts, said before 
:the vote. |.« ; >; .. ... ....v,:,., , .■., .
, I .The former chairman of the committee, 

■ Representative Henry B. Gonzalez Demo- 
! crat of Texas, tried - to dismiss Mr. 
। Sprague as chief counsel and staff direc- 
[ tpr last month on the. ground of alleged

insubordination. But the 11, othpr/mem- 
bersof 'the, committee ' Sacked ’ Mr." 
Sprague, and Mr. Gonzalez resigned his 
post earlier, this month. ?’.;; r. -fsir

In the last two days, Mr,’ Gonzalez had 
made speeches on the House floor accus
ing Mr, Sprague of, among other things, 
interfering with his work as chairman, 
insubordination and creating disharmony. 

• Last i»lght several members of the com-; 
mittee gathered in the officaof Represen
tative Louis Stokes, Democrat of Ohio, 
who is thp new committee chairman,, and 
concluded, according to on? participant, 
that they were abbut '25 votes’ short of 
the majority needed to reconstitute the 
committee.' ' 
; ■.,; . ’Facts of Life’ Discussed ,.t ,.r? i 
■ A number of representatives had told 
committee members that the continued 
presence of Mr. Sprague on the commit
tee would lead them to vote'against con
tinuing the committee, a • /

The committee members discussed what- 
Representative Robert W. Edgar, Demo
crat of Pennsylvania,; called "the facts

.of life" w% MG Sprague, whq thepwen^; 
tq" an.ahterooW Ind .dictated^ a letter to 
the committob. Th? letter said: ' .'
... “I am hereby submitting my resignation' 
effective immediately, as; chief j counsel 
and staff director of. the .House Select

?“I dp'so with‘|ho hop?.that the■ Con
gress cap now proceed ^ith the challenge 
of seeing that these investigations are 
pur^urf’pron^tl^?^
^Mr.-Sprague? Sl ^yejre[old,‘who! had 

gained a. reputation as 'an; aggressive 
prosecutor in Pennsylvania before joining 
the committee late last:, year, left town 
after resigning,'according to a committee 
spokesman.' : ■ j
‘ today's events marked another turning 

point in the brief, turbulent .history of 
the committee,- which wa? treated last 
year with only 65 dissenting votes.! , - r

Before, the public dispute arose between 
Mr. Gonzalez and Mr. Sprague, Uie chief 
counsel had angered some representatives 
by requesting a budget ‘of $13 million 
to conduct the investigations over: a two-

year period. The committee latejr trimmed 
that* budgetrrequest’ to" $218 ’million "for 
the first year, with the expectation that 
a simiiar ambunt would b^ "sought .next 
yean. : ? . 

■ Members’! of the committed;,said),that 
Mr. Sprague had resigned voluntarily, and 
that toe committee met th^
accept, hi?’ resignation “witotegret/V^^ 
• The committee members'";unanimbusly 
praised Mr. Sprague for hi?; worlj and 
made public transcripts of $';clqsed meet
ing they held earlier this month w^Mr*; 
Sprague.-. The. repre$entatiyes;-(s?id<f'toat 
the transcripts refuted all'rfho'i criticism 
that had been made against Mr; Sprague 
by Mr. Gonzalez, and in news? accounts;
V.:? ; Picide Calls Inquiry ‘Sick Cat’,, V?; 
; Walter E. Fauntroy, Dempcrat, delegate 

fromj thevPistrict.of {Columbia;, sajd that 
allegations against Mr, Sprague, had -“ab
solutely no'basiy .Jh fapt" and" added that 
the counsel's resignation td allow the in-, 
vestigatiohs'tq continue' ‘‘in my judgment 
merits"• - thp- 'Congressional Medal. of 
Honor." . <^,; >i; |>;K ^fei /

Representative Samuel^ L. / Devine,' 
Republican of Ohio, said that other mem
bers of the House had told committee 
members: "If you get rid of that Sprague, 
we'll-go. with you. That’s , what it's all 
about.” . \ 
r Im the four hours of debate later "on 
the .House floor,", several , representatives i 
criticized toe: committee"? work. Repre- ■ 
sentative J. J. Pifkle, Democrat of Texas, i 
called the Investigations “a sick cat.” ' -

But supporters of the committee con- ’ 
tended that th? investigators should be 
allowed; to try to resolve unanswered 
questions about the Kennedy and King 
assassinations. Committee members also 
contended that they were pursuing "new 
leads," but did not give details; ■ “ - .

The House, however, rejected,‘-226 to 
185, an effort to, get it to go into a rare 
secret session to hear evidence the com
mittee has gathered. Also, toe House 
voted, 223 to 195, to delete toe -commit
tee’s request for authority, to intervene 
in lawsuits or to-seek court actions to 
seek information.?; ■• ■
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Professor, 65, Who Killed Hirhs^f U 
A May Have Been Oswald Confidant

PALM BEACH, Fla-, March 30 (UPlj—A travels on several continents were solely. I 
^Russian^orn professor who committed business-connected. However, the com
; suicide, apparently-when he learned that .mission,, headed -by-Chief .Justice. Earl 
a House investigating committee wanted Waned, also took off-the-record testimo- 
bis testimony concerning President Ken- “^f^® m ^ !>as-‘Mver>?“^ 

medys ^sassinaUon, may once have been ~ Mr..de Mohrenschildt talked last month 
;an operative for-the-Central Intelligence in Dallas with, a Dutch journalist,Wil- 
i Agency, - and a confidant of Lee Harvey helm Oltmans, who told the House Assas- 
! Oswald^; sources familiar with- the case sination committee-that.in. advance that 
said today. > Oswald was going to do.
- The-body of George-de Mohrenschildtf ^According to the Warrerr Commission 
65ryears»old, was. .found yesterday? in-, a report, published; in October • 1964, Mr.- 
second-floor Jstudy-jbf' ?'a$ Palm-- Beach' .de'iMohrenschildt-and^his '•wife -met Os* 
waterfrbnfii mahsioin by shis .’daughter, wald'%nd his wifa'-Marini in dallas. in, 
Alexandra#j33r&who^-tad<just* returned.
from ash oppingtn ; .'?^tePttyersaid;MrJ‘de-Mbhfensclii!dt
vHisdeath'-cameshortly after he learned ^“wasfa/ Cniciarwitne^S^for us;: based on 

that an; investigator for the’ House assas- the new information 'he'had."1 “He ‘'was 
sinations^eOinmittee ..was seeking him to -intimately; involved?! .with Oswald,’’’ he 
testify,before: the-, -committee about- his iddeifc-'S-—
connectiaris..with MtOswald, Mr. Kenne- -W^v; ^Convinced of Suicide ” 

"the Palm Beach County sheriffs' office 
withheld an official rulingon Mr. de Moh- 

wtm^ renschildt’s death until results of an 
fav^o^^^**^^^^ autopsy: .and further-, investigation., wre 
^vMtigaUonSy of. j^tocal-assassinations-* ma(je<nubiic. But; Lieut. Richard-Sheets 
mKwortHiS^afSmS' ^aid there was- "no reason to suspectany 

thing other than suicide." J ,"n«»^vM?r^'^F&J&a^ ' Mr- -d® ■ Mohrenschildt,' who -. was'. a
S»T« ^k~^^ French-language teacher at Bishop Col- 
renschildt may have-been closer to Lee iege jn nau^. at_.the time-.of, his-death,

. ; j.:'rCaDedM'AgentO  ̂JJdaughter-to visk,Jto. Charles Tilton

A source who'investigated the Kennedy '' - . W home
assassination-, for three "-years asserted on-an estate (.alongside the Intracoastal 
that Mt. de Mohrenschildt,who-heldde- Waterway, ' seven-miles south.- of • Palm 
trees'in international commerce, petrol'e- -Beach;' Mrs;..Hllton<is the former Nancy 
um geology and. engineering, was serving Piereoh Sands.' * 
as a C.LA,. agent in.Haiti in 1963,-the .Sheriff Richard Wille said, that Gaeton 
year- that Mr. Kennedy* was killed, in I Fbhzi, an investigator for the House 
Dallas. . ■■ -- >. j. -.' assassinations committee,.went to the
: Mr. de Mohrenschildt denied in "piib- Hilton estate- about noon yesterday and 
lished testimony before the Federal com- left word that he would return at 8:30 
mission that investigated the Kennedy. P.M.. to ;see,Mr. de Mohrenschildt. The 
death that he had;never been an agent sheriff f;said! ho: suicide note-had: been 
of any government, he said his wide found. ,.'.','■ ' . •

i
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^^'tsi^

JHFdus&l^

-^ r t By George Lardner Jr../j2< 
:.Washington Post St*XX Writer. < ?<*-%

.. Assuaged by the last-minute '1/ 
resignation of the.chief counsel' X4 

J ’of the inquiry, the House voted"*'. 
| yesterday to continue its be-1"’

' leaguered investigation into the/K 
/murders of President Kennedy’^ 

and the Rev. Martin..Luther^.-’ 
■ King"Jr? ’ /J i;v?p

. . The vote, . after '.-nearly, four; £; 
' hours of spirited' and” some- ;^ 

times testy debate, was 230 to-?'' 
■ 181. By all ‘accounts^ the out^i^ 

.come might have been just-the--i? 
..reverse if the chief counsel of’^

; the House Assassinations Com/// 
( mittee, Richard A. /.Sprague, // 
had not'resigned, around mid--‘7

? . night in an effort/to blunt.the ^
; opposition. ;'-":i’/^-/^'.!:2:

In. a. short letter..dictated ^ 
. from'.the offices of committee /.

Chairman Louis Stokes JD-/-/ 
Ohio) late Tuesday night, Spra-’./ 

.., gue said he was quitting imme^ 
/ diateiy-Vwith the hope that the 
//•Congress can. now proceed with. 
- .•the challenge of seeing that’..

.these investigations are pur
: sued promptly.”; Au';;;/ / :;? r: 

;;=’^ /The decision followed gloomy-, *
i ^Sw INQUIRY, A5, Col l; - f-

)

i.
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House 'Votes-; to Hon tin ue
-JFK~KingjProbe\'

THE WASHINGTON POST Thurtday,March31,1977 # - - ^ 5

as^Sprague^uits
' Enquiry, from ;ai?^C 

repofts:^ni'cpmn#tte^
had taken mn unofficial; head - count 
of the House to ’determine-the pros
pects for passage of the resolution keep-, 
ing thesinquirjralive lor the remainder ;" 
of the bath 'Congress:’The'committed 
had been scheduled, to go out df ?busi~ 

. ness. tonight, without . a. fresh yot^ ,bfc 
approval.'from the House./ > 3 .'^*;'

“We were short, clearly short,” per
haps by as. much as 25 to-30 votes, Rep. 
Christopher J.. Dodd. (D-Cqnh.) told re-' 
porters. U- .... ?,£;. :•' .. , . :;.4f

A switch of 25 votes would have 
killed the-committea In a brief news 
conference last evening^.Chairman 
Stokes-- said- he felt, that ; Sprague’s 
resignation;: “made- the^difference.” vj

Moments later, Stokes abruptly cut 
short thenews conference in apparent 
annoyance over continued questionings 
about the importance- of .George' del 
Mohrensehildt, 65, to the Kennedy m-. 
vestigatiom .

A . Russian-boni-. geologist who was 
acquainted with Lee Harvey Oswald 
and who; had been questioned by-the 
Warren Commission, de Mohrensehildt

*^*-. ’"?••'■’<.'t';" ^  M*W:^****»r1‘'^;'y5m^ . ■-••i’ -;
..way foundJdead Tttesday> an. apparent 
sUibfde.taf his7 daughter’s oceanfront 
home in Minalapan, Fla. '- 
’ ^Although 'de' Mohrensehildt had 
spent three months in the .psychiatric; 
wing - of Parkland' Memorial Hospital: 
in Dallas last fall and; winter^, Stokes 

bund /pther^committee/' members- said', 
fethey regarded him as-“‘a/crucial wit-1 
i.ness.” '" i'l -I-’:; 5 - JV/: 
l^l'Rep. BichardspnfPrejer. '(DiN.©.), 

chairman of the subcommittee investi
gating the Kennedy assassination, 
said hints of what de Mohrensehildt 
might say, furnished to the committee

-last month by Dutch journalist Wil- 
.lem Oilmans, indicated, that de Mph-.
renschiidt may have talked With Lee 
Harvey Oswald in advance about'the 
President’s assassination.-Preyer indi
cated, howev.er, that de Mohrensehildt ’ 
did not come up with the 

..“unconfirmed” story until recently, af
ter his release from the hospital.
- At his-' press conference in the 
\ House radio-TV gallery, Stokes repeat

edly refused to give any indication of 
why, de Mohrenschildt’s testimony 
would have been so “crucial.” He fi
nally walked put after passing over a 
question a&.to whether the committee

’ or its staff hai:.ever.- talked/to the 
man. 41- x ;.y 3 i^^^a • i ^; - >? ■ , 3. ^ k 

n [According to the Associated Prdssj : 
the Palm Beach,.County sheriff’s of-’ 

-flee reported -that-Gaeton Fonzi, a 
staff investigator for .the House Assas- .-

r ?; sinations Committee, went, to ^the ..
/ home? of the - daughter, Mrs. Charles 
? Tilton II, at about noon Tuesday and 

' J asked to see de Mohrensehildt. . .
[Tilton told Fonzi 'that de Mohren- 

schildt was not . at, home and Fonzi 
left, saying he-would return that eve
ning.. De. Mohrensehildt was found

• dead several hours -later, before Fon- 
zi’s return.] :—r' .- ■ :

' Before the showdown on the House 
floor, members of the Assassinations

. Committee met in. emergency session 
, yesterday , morning to accept- Spra
gue’s . resignation~ reluctantly and.: 
praise.him for his service. The former
.Philadelphia prosecutor; who had stir- , 

red ■ controversy over., his . proposed 
budget, his < planned ! investigating 
techniques and. finally, his confronts- [ 
tionlast month .with former Commit- i 
tee: Chairman Henry B. Gonzalez (D- i 
Tex.),.had already left Washington. 
He reportedly w^nt: to Philadelphia 
and then left on a quick vacation... ...

In his absence; yesterday morning,' 
he was widely hailed by committee 
’members for remaining silent in the 
face of “defamatory accusations’* and 
praised as an “outstanding public offi
cial” who had been unfairly maligned.

In .indignant tones,- Rep. Stewart B. 
McKinney . (R-Conn.), contended that 
Sprague had been the victim of lat
ter-day McCarthyism, a' reference to 
the tactics of Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy 
during the 1950s. . :

“I was a. child of the;McCarthy era,” 
McKinney declared. “I think that in 
the case of Richard Sprague, we have 
seen a witchhunt and a devastation of 
human rights that I never expected to 
see again.”

With Rep. Charles Thone (R-Neb.), a 
strong supporter of Sprague, voting 
nay, the committee decided by ,a vote 
of 11 to I to accept Sprague's resigna
tion reluctantly, in the interests of 
keeping the inquiry alive. - ’

Hours later on the House floor, crit
ics of. the assassinations .inquiry 
hurled the suggestions of McC
arthyism back at the committee.'

Rep. Charles E. Wiggins (R-Callf.) 
was especially critical of the commit
tee’s calling Florida mobster Santo

Trafficante to. a public'hearing this said the commission, in language’per- 
month when it had been alerted in ad- fected by her husband, concluded only
vance that he would reji^e to testify that it saw. no evidence of a conspiracy
by inTolunStb® F fth Amendment and j ft Kennedy assassination, “according 
other consfitutional rights. . to the evidence presented Z .” .

Brandishing a'copy of the Assassi
nations-: Committee’s 14-page progress 
report including vAous leads it is in
vestigating, Rep. John D. Dingell, (D- 
Mich.) said it contained “not one smid-
6u. m. -De Mohrenschildt’s deaths reportedly
He* said the investigation reminded * frra thfr’.blast of,a shotgun'placed in 
him of the days of the old House Un-. Ms mouth, caused . reverberations 
American_Activities committee which throughout the day. In releasing- a 
brought “shame upon the House” be- previously secret transcript to. show 
fore it was finally disbanded... ’. Sprague’s rebuttaL of. various : charges: 
' Warning the’House of the possible J a8“bst h™- ^K committee also ^niato . 
consequences/ of killing the commit- • public, perhaps; inadvertently; a March; 
tee, Rep. Richard. Bolling (D-Mo.) said 17 account", of evidentiary matters.-. 
the public would take It as a cover-up. b-'b it, Sprague, said that de Mohren-

“They’fe uneasy, to put it mildly, -sChiidt Went to’the Netherlands ^with 
about the Warren report,” Bolling Dutch journalist Oilmans recently.'"The. 
said-IThey’re uneasy about the King . . purpose of his fde Mohrenschildt’s) 

trip was. to divulge for the first., time

gin of evidence”’ that impressed him.

murder.” v
In an emotional highpoirit that drew 

sustained applause, Rep. Lindy Boggs 
(D-La.) recalled the service of her 
late husband, Rep. Hale Boggs, on the

the President,\ and he indicated.'that 
he-was responsible for Oswald's activ- 

. ity, and that, there were others fn-
Warren Commission, and went on to olved who. were involved in,the actiial
explain how important she thought it shooting of the President,” Sprague

was to continue the investigation; She told the committee. . . . ...
2s. -

Stokes said he anticipates' no trouble 
in obtaining the $2.7 million budget the 
committee is seeking for calendar year - 

..,1977.

his knowledge, of. the assassination of



Sprague Quits as Counsel 
lb Assassinations Panel
By Jeremiah O’Leary 4 ' . THE COMMITTEE MET at mid-
_ andRonSarro -^ morning and voted to accept the

Washington star sun writers .•■- resignation “with regret.".
-Richard A_. Sprague resigned as . The panel also voted to make pub

chief counsel of the House Assassina- Jjc a transcript of everything 
tions Committee today in the climax Sprague said in his defense against 
to a bitter feud.that had forced the: charges made against him by Gon- . 
resignation of a chairman of the com- zalez. The transcript covers a day 
mittee. and a half of . closed hearings at

The sudden; resignation came as which Sprague apparently convinced 
the House was preparing to vote on ^® committee that allegations made 
whether to continue the investigation ' against him by Gonzalez were false, 
into the murders of President John Chairman Stokes said, “I person- 
F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther ally regret having to be the recipient 
KingJr.-- ; of this.letter of resignation. Sprague

Sprague informed Chairman Louis has been the victim of many unfair 
Stokes, D-Ohio, of-his decision this and defamatory accusations. He has 
morning in a terse,.. two-paragraph remained quiet and diligent, and he

-.lettersayingr • - -- j^ij: ’ ^ ^l ’See SPRAGUE, A-6
. “I am hereby submitting my resig-I - ' " ' ' • ' '"’ '' ? j, . ^ -
nation effective immediately as chief 
counsel and staff director of the

“House Select Committee on Assassi- 
nations. .•,.,.: .'-ixf

“I do so with the hope that the Con
gress can now proceed with the chal
lenge of seeing these investigations 
are pursued properly." ‘ - - ;

1 COMMITTEE SPOKESMAN Burt
Chardak said-Sprague- left town im
mediately after signing.the letters to 
committee;, members / and w^ 
out of touch for several days; ^?v.^ 

■ / Rep. Henry; B. Gonzalez, D-fex£ 
who was chairman of the com mitee,’ 
last month tried..Id fire Sprague for 

; what he called insubordinate conduct; 
and on a variety of other charges, 
But when the other 11 committee 
members backed Sprague, Gonzalez* , ■

/ hi^isliresigned,
Sprague’s decision to quit appar

ently was reached lastnight during a 
meeting with Stokes that lasted from • 
8:30 until midnight. It is reported 
that Stokes explained to Sprague that/ 
an unofficial; count of/ House mem
bers showed there was little hope, 
that the House would extend the com-.

t mittee past the present March 31 ex
piration date as long as Sprague re
mained as chief counsel./
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has not answered any of these false charges except 
in executive session. -^;-

“It is unfortunnate he has chosenn to resign. I 
■' know he did so in the determination that the work 

of this committee is bigger than any individual.”

Rep^ Richardson Preyer, D-N.C., said, “I hope 
we make it clear that Sprague is not resigning be
cause of any truth in the charges against him. We 
owe it to him to answer the charges that were 
made against him, and we should release the tran
script of the closed hearing at which he did an
swer." . : . '

, Rep. Sam Devine, R-Ohio, charged that Sprague 
was literally driven from his job by "these scurri
lous, irresponsible charges. I’d have to blame 
certain sections of the media, certain hatchetmen, 

' for this,” he said.

D.C. Del. Walter E. Fauntroy said Sprague's ac
tions today “merit the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. The House is now stripped of excuses for 
voting against us.”

THE RESIGNATION is a belated victory for 
Gonzalez, who was embittered by what he re
garded as a situation in which House leaders and 
other committee members were supporting a com
mittee.'employe over ah electee!’member of the

. H°use-O¥S’&<:^^
When the House Rules Committee met Monday 

to vote oh the resolution extending.the committee 
until the end of the year, it was evident that 
Sprague had become the main issue with many 
members of the House. In previous votes the issue 
primarily had been about the proposed expendi
tures for the investigations. ,,. .

The Rules Committee reported the resolution 
out by a vote of 9 to 4 with two pro-Gonzalez mem
bers voting present. House leaders still expected 
the resolution to win full House approval, and with 
Sprague suddenly out of the picture, it appeared 
even morecertain.

Last Monday, Speaker Thomas i*. O’Neill said 
he favored the extension but carefully pointed put 
that it.was not a party matter. This was taken to 
mean that he would not exert pressure to influence 
the voting of the Democratic majority.

.’Later, some, members of the Assassinations 
Committee met with Majority Whip John Brade-. 
mas, D-Ind., and reportedly made a strong pitch 
for support for the extension, again without getting

• a commitment. This left the fate of the committee 
somewhat up in the air and indications were that 
the measure could not pass so long as Sprague con
tinued as chief counsel.

Stokes could not be reached for comment after 
Sprague’s resignation, but sources said he had 
called a meeting of the panel to discuss the depar
ture of Sprague and its implications for the future.

GONZALEZ HAD APPEARED determined over 
the last two days to even the score with Sprague in 
the dispute which forced the Texas Democrat out 
as the chairman of the committee.

Gonzalez obtained House permission yesterday 
to give one-hour “special order” speeches — yes
terday, today, tomorrow and next Monday — obvi
ously with the intention of bringing out every 
allegation ever made against Sprague and listing 
things he felt the chief counsel had done in viola
tion of House rules and ethics. Gonzalez also spoke 
for an hour last Monday about Sprague.

“I said he was a rattlesnake. He is a rattlesnake 
that doesn’t rattle,” Gonzalez told the House late 
yesterday. “He’s more like a copperhead.”
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r^r??^5 Mohrenschildt, shown with his wife^fr/an earlier photo

v:ta

jgi^imdgD^c^
. ■ '^?7Trt*r'WBWwS^^ .uSivJ^MWt; Its;ai'!-^A 2>iy&?;

FALM.BEACH, Fla.—A Russian- legeinDallas j : V ;
b°rn. pet™1?^ geologist and lan- Wille said'., de- MohroncrhiWt' ^ 
guage professor'T'described' as‘-"inti-; guest at "the hlStorftroceanfront-rnan' 
matel£ ihvolve^^
Oswald and' as crucial .witness”^- Mrs. Charles Tilton HR apparently 
oteW k“-r-*1^ placed the muzzle of a .20 gauge sho? 

^w. bi ^M5S; fSih^^ 
ssss&sffi^ iSu^SBi^ ard WiUe identified the victim, as ff’s offi^^^ °n? ±n
Ge»r« de.Molue?^^

. tj-uiciMji^iiKfexijiiB), ... cide; but the investigation is continu- 
■ ■ • ' ing.”

The-sheriff: said de Mohrenschildt - 
had vanished from Dallasshortly, 
after a Dutch newspaper 1 report 
about three weeks ago claimed he 
had prior knowledge of the assassina- 

. ■ . ' ■ tion.
De Mohrenschildt was traced by a 

■ House Assassinations Committee
_ ; investigator to the Florida address^

. the sheriff said, and he returned to
: the Tilton home about 2:45 p.m.yes- 

terday to learn that the investigator;- 
believed: to be Gaeton J., Fonzi,Jiad 
been trying to reach him. '. Ay ,

INFORMED LATE LAST night of
. the death, Rep. Richardson Preyer, -

■ D-N.C.,.a member of the committee,
said, "He was a crucial witness Tor

See SHOOTING, A-12

)
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Shooting lieved to have been placed from Miami by House He became an American citizen in 1949, having .' 
investigator Fonzi. - v | < earlier received a graduate degree from the

;----------------- --- ------ -------------------------- ----------------------- . About an hour: later, Wille said, de, Mohren-' University of Texas Jn petroleum geology and pe-
K Continued From A4' (schild€ apparently shot himself. “We’re 99 percent stroleum engineering/> , _
*“s> based on the new information he had. ,He whs ; "certain he killed himself;*' the sheriff said. ‘ J 1 la 1960, the report states, he traveled for eight ^ 
/intimately involved with Oswald.” ' \ f ^v Wille and Palm Beach State Atty. David■Biti0-'Artonths through Mexico and,Panama over primf-. 
J^ When the Warren Commission issued its report ^worth? questioned witnesses abbiit the shootihgtivejungle trails, /and by happenstance heand his ■' 

- fjd 1964, concluding that President'Kennedy was ^untii Shortly before midnight: .. tu, Wife were in Guatemala City when the Bay Of Pigs/'
/killed by Oswald acting alone, it said it: had cpn<& Among the witnesses quizzed wd? freelance invasion was launched. He prepared a lengthy film ' 
«ducted an extensive investigation into de Mohren- Writer Edward jay. Epstein, author of “Inquest: . clip and a complete written log on the trip and a, 
-jschildt and his wife, Jeanne, becausetheyhad'jThe Warren Commission and the Establishment of/teport was made to the U.S.governm,ent, the com-, 

7/ Wiown the ' Oswalds through mutual s.Russian/'^Truth,” who had told the West Palm Beach PqStj.’missidn reported. . .. - .. ,
Oeaking friends in the Dallas-Fort Worth areal ^Monday night that he had?been interviewing de pl Ue p MohrenachH^ ’̂the .thirds 
*The commission concluded that there was nd eyi\, Mohrenschildt in .connection with a-book .he was : involving witnessed or potential witnesses, before 
Sipnce linking them to the assassination. 1 ‘doing about Lee Harvey Oswald., • 1 ? ' . * congressional panels investigating assassinations..
S In his account quoting de Mohrenschildt as say-"j 1 Lt. Sheets said that Just, before de Mohren- /' Underworld figure Sam Giancana was mur- 
Rpg. he had prior knowledge of the Kennedy assas<^schildt’s death, he met with, Epstein, whom he dered before testifying, and John Roselli was 
&ination, Dutch journalist William , Oltmarisvreferred to as “an author oh contract from Read- killed after appearing before the Senate Intelh- 
Seported, “He (de Mohrenschildt) asked me,‘How/er’s Digest for an exclusive interview.” < gence Committee investigating allegations that the; 
zdb you think thexmedia would react if I edme out?*: 5 /assassination of Kennedy was in. retaliation Tor;
land said I feel responsible for Oswald’s^' AFTER HIS questioning last night, Epstein said, r.CIA efforts to assassinate’Cuban Premier Fidel 

, ^ehavio^ ■’ ' ' . ^’ . don’t mean to be evasive, but the police told me{CastrpJ ^
: to talk about dd Mohrenschildt’s death (&\'ahy4.i/^^—^-^^ -------- -—•—^—-i’

?;^AFTER'VANISHINGfrom Dallas;
Xchildt showed up in Ottmans’office in Holland:^ Vin his book Epstein, laid out a thesis that^

, jjhen he disappeared again and was traced by gov/|4ems Of timing, questions ' about the Kehnedy
^rnment investigators from Brusseis to Florida^ -.^ report land other matters suggest >that

' <* Wille said only a maid and the chauffeur were’, more than one man shot at the President: o
^ome at the time and the shooting went undisedv- J The Tilton home remained sealed off by sheriff’s
tered until the body was found by de Mdhren»£deputies last night. ■ ’ ; : / :
*schildt’s daughter in a second floor drawing room, ■ Accordng to the Warren Commission report, de
»Both had been guests at the Tilton holme for,about' Mohrenschildt was born in the Ukraine in 1911 and
^'week. _ fled Russia in 1921 following tha jcivil disorders
«/ The sheriff said the call to the home was be-that broke out after the Bolshevik revolution.
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Assassinations Probe
. .1 eariiiff;;? ^Jio^vd
Counsel under hire

'. 'By George Lardner Jr. 
? ..^MMlUtMPostSttfCW^

The ; House Rules Committee Murphy and Rep. John? Young (D-~ 
cleared the.way yesterday for a show- . Tex.), voted “present". -/F ". . .> ? 

■ down ^ovext- the ^Hous^' assassinations A^.Appointed-..<chairman» .March ;i? 8, 
. - inquiry an^a ^uddenyontburst. of d^ ‘" ^tokessaid he inherited a/committee 

mahds for the dusterof chief .counsel _ *jtaff that was marking time with 
RichardA.Sprague. '’’. 'f*'- " ’ “almost no stationery, almost no sup- 

F ^ ^Nnk this resolution is in serious plies” and was ^unable- to travei"or ? 
m^^ 'm even make a iong-distaiic»’'phone caU^

-J hers of the Assassinations^ Committee t- He strongly urged keeping tne .invest!-,; 
■ -at-a hearing before the:Rules Commit- -.vSntions going past their current,,.

'« March 31 expiration date and submit- 
’ te^^ report indicating,-some

of twice-told- tales. In one. passage -

jisupPOTtuL.^^^j-.,,.^,,. ... ..^ 
< dona-alive, Murphy'said', advocates of 
’ the inquiry were senously'.underesti

mating "the feelings of the members
o£;tHe,House’^'<^ ”“ 'T‘

; .:^ thinkyou'ought;to‘.get your; own
Man in' there,"’Murphy''warned-the 

j newlyf'histMled'’Assassinations Com-
mitteechairman.LouisStokes (D- 
Ohio). “What he can do to Henry, he 
can do to you." ’ ’ - ' ■" .

Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.),

said it is “actively pursuing • several . - 
mew leads ? which, indicate that' Lee ? j 
Harvey Oswald was associated with ;
CIA-supported anti-Castro groups”. ; ' ,

Raising the persistent specter of a 
-liaise- Oswald,” ' the committee said 

. .. . those same “leads" also,“suggest" that' the-- foimer: chairman whom. Murphy Oswald,s -reported pro-Castro activi- 
' ties” and Ns “alleged” trip to Mexicomood in a bitten speech on the House Gity might havebeen deliberately de- ;

signedi. to mask his CIA-supported ■ 
aNi-Castro associations., A -said he was deserted oy House Demo- _ . • . • ■

cratic; leaders and. 'committee col* Stokes insisted at yesterday s hear-
leagues, and Hamed: it; at least partly/ ing that the . inquiry was running 
bn racial ( discrimination. !-.'' J' ■ smoothly now with-Gonzalez gone.

' The new chairman maintained that 
. Sprague had satisfactorily. countered 

all the charges against him at a secret

T^think I have been, (treated shab
bily,”; Gonzalez declared. “I think that 
if my name were Jones or O’Brien or 
Rosenthal or George Washington Car- 
ver or Martin- Luther-, King, I would 
not have been treated so shabbily."

The Texas Democrat held the floor 
for more than an: hour, with. a chapter

gue was conducted. “We’re taking 
Sprague’s word over Gonzalez’ word, 

and-verse recitation of his efforts to as 1 understand it,” Murphy said. Cit-
restore order td the committee’s fi- 

. nances. -
The day after he, ordered Sprague's 

: dismissal;, Gonzalez., .said; Majority 
Leader Jim4 Wright (Tex.) assured 
him,.“‘WeU, fella, r we’re ^with you. 
YoiXrerigliV;".^^(J ^^L'VU i ' 

“I don’t know how anybody ’ could 
Interpret that,” Gonzalez said.. "I. took 
it as support” But it soon disappeared 
when the rest of the. committee re
mained solidly behind Sprague. Gon
zalez. quit the chairmanship and the 

' committee on March 8. : ■ /„. n
With heavy sarcasm, Gonzalez at 

various points imitated the voices of 
Reps. Shirley Chisholm (D.-N.Y.) and 
Richardson Preyer (D.-N.C.) speaking 
at-a Rules Committee hearing in Jan
uary, described Rep. Richard Bolling 
(D.-Mo.) as “the-great rajah of the 
Rules Committee,", and called Del.
Walter E. Fauntroy (D.-D.C.) “the viz
ier of Washington.”

The Rules Committee voted 9 to 4 
to set up a floor vote Wednesday on 
continuing the investigations into the 
murders of President Kennedy and 
Martin Luther.King Jr. for the re-

mainder of the 95th. Congress. Two- 
other . Rules Committee ? members,

reminiscent of former New .Orleans 
District Attorney Jim ■ Garrison's cele
brated investigation;5 the- committee

committee meeting recently. ' . 
J 'Murphy noted that'Gonzalez was not 
present when the questioning of’Spra-

ing Gonzalez' speech on the House 
floor earlier in the afternoon, Murphy 
said ' he was especially concerned 
about a charge that Sprague had fon 
bidden committee Staffers to furnish 
payroll information to- committee 
members. -
■ Stokes said that Sprague1 “has of
fered a number of times to step aside 
if it would be of assistance to the coni-1 
mittee,” but the committee remains

. solidly behind him. . / y.
• “I think you ought to accept that of
fer,” Murphy said.

Rep. Joe Moakley (D-Mass.) said he_  
has been supporting the investigation 
for months, but he agreed that the is
sue in the minds of most House mem
bers is “not whether the assassina
tions committte ought to be reconsti-

. tuted. It’s whether /Mr. Sprague.
should be retained as chief counsel.”

. Rep. Bolling, who will serve as floor 
manager for the Wednesday resolu
tion to keep the committee alive, told 
a reporter that he thinks the odds still 
favor its passage, but added: “It's aw
fully close. It’ll probably change three 
times before Wednesday." ; \? ,'/? -

:.i"«^*». j ..W-. ••> *^i ‘t t* 'L'-«. ‘-■C.-’T-y ;k',.i«'X**S -.-.*♦ .'iv'.il^Ji-i'Jlri
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Normas. jailer O^ 
Slaying Probers a Hand

By David Braaten ■ ■■-•;'<> 
Washington Star Staff Wnler - ~

Norman Mailer has leaped with his 
usual syntactical gusto to the defense 
of the embattled House Assassina
tions Committee, and has enlisted 28 
fellow writers to join his plea for con
tinuation of the committee’s investi
gations.

In a letter sent yesterday to the 
House and to President Carter, 
Mailer said in effect that while the 
committee’s game is being badly 
played — and getting bad play — it’s 
the only game in town and the stakes 
are high.

"The select committee,” he wrote, 
"may be imperfect, impractical and 
a demon for poor publicity. For all 
we know, it may be riddled with 
undercover men. But it is. the only 
investigating body we have in the 
House of Representatives with the- 
obligation to subpoena recalcitrant. 
witnesses on these matters and the 
duty to listen to witnesses who have; 
studied the flawsIn the Warren Com-; 
mission report for years.; ' ..
- ■ '‘By its existence,- therefore, the 
committee represents a threat to 
anybody who would hope to maintain 
public apathy; about the assassina- 
tions." :'\i >‘®<;<&K^fc2U

THOUGH CONCEDING -that 
practical results,-suclr as prosecu- 
tions.are unlikely from the commit
tee’s work, Mailer stressed; the “psy
chic value” of the investigations.
• “A clear idea of the character of 
the events of the recent past is essen
tial to a democracy,” he wrote. 
“Without knowledge of what hap
pened in an event, how can one de-- 

■ bate its meaning?
"If we do not know whether Jack 

Kennedy was killed by the demented 
act of an isolated man, or whether by 
the concerted acts of a group of con
spirators who employed Oswald as 
the set-up; if we do not know whether 
the murder of Oswald by Jack Ruby 
was an attempt to spare the First 
Lady all the discomfort of appearing 
at a trial, or an order that came to 
Jack Ruby out of the chain of com
munication that ran between the CIA 
and the Mafia, then we do not know 
which history we can act upon.”

Mailer told a press conference 
here that he personally does not be
lieve Cuban Premier Fidel Castro 
had Kennedy shot because Castro 
would have realized that it eventu
ally would have leaked out and. 
meant the end of Castro’s Cuba.

But he noted the belief in some 
quarters that “the reason the Warren 
Commission went into the tank” and 
pinned the assassination on Lee Har
vey Oswald alone was the commis
sion’s fear that Castro was involved, 
and that if this were brought out it 
would lead to war with Cuba and 
possibly with Russia. '

HE WOULD, Mailer said, like to 
know the truth.

Mailer said he takes it for granted 
that the assassinations committee 
staff is loaded with undercover 
agents. Though he declined to specify 
exactly what governmental body — 
or what government, for that matter 
— the agents are working for, his re
peated references to the CIA strongly 
suggested where his suspicions lie.

His conclusion that the committee 
is spook-ridden comes, Mailer said, 
from reading in the newspapers of 
the committee’s strange activities.

“The committee does bizarre 
things,” he said. “It's important to 
know whether they’re doing bizarre 
things or someone is making them 
look like they’re doing bizarre 
things.”

NORMAN MAILER 
“If we do not know the answer. . .”

Asked what useful purpose it would 
serve to determine that the FBI and/, 
or Cl A were involved in'the Kennedy 
or Martin Luther King Jr. assassina-" 
tions. Mailer said itwouldat least I 
give the public "firm knowledge” of

• the agencies’performance. - J
As things stand now, he said„.there 

are some who think the-FBI can do 
no wrong, and others who think “they ' 

. couldn’t operate cleanly if it was 
- handed to them on a towel.” v.z'. . . . ■ 
; MAILER TOOK the occasion to an
nounce that he has joined a 
Cambridge-based research organiza
tion called the Assassination. Infor
mation Bureau. The group is a < 
shoestring-financed collection of five . 
officers and- "a long list of volun
teers,” according to the two young 
AIB men who were present at the Na
tional Press Club news conference. 
They have just opened a Washington 
office,.' - 
; Mailer said that even though rid- 

' died with spies, the House committee ; 
can still function. The - undercover 
agents won’t necessarily run the ; 
investigation, he said, and their con- 
flicting loyalties and self-interest 
within, say, the CIA, will tend to help ; 
bring out the facts as the power 
struggle among the agents pro- ' 
gresses.

Mailer described an organization 
like the CIA as “epic comedy” and 
"democracy in microcosmos.” Even ' 
in the Byzantine world of an intelli
gence agency, he said, "democracy 
can still sprout a seed or two.”

Asked what, exactly, he’ll be doing 
for the Assassination Information 
Bureau, the diminutive, gray-haired 
author, looking almost roly-poly in a 
green three-piece suit, said:

“I’m a dilettante in these matters. 
I’ll be popping in from time to time. 

,1’11 write about it, help get funding.
Maybe I’ll throw a party.”

HE SAID HE would be more of “an 
uncle” than a central figure in AIB. 
He is not, he said, equipped to be an 
investigator.

The 28 authors who signed Mailer’s 
letter at his solicitation have no con
nection with the information bureau. 
Mailer said.

The writers, whoSe names were 
listed in alphabetical order after 
Mailer's, are Robert Bly, Malcolm 
Cowley, Will Durant, E.L. Doctorow, 
Allen Ginsburg, Doris Kearns Good
win, Richard Goodwin, Francine du j 
Plessix Gray, John Hawkes, Shirley .j 
Hazzard, Joseph Heller, Larry King, i 
Stanley Kunitz, Joyce Carol Oates, । 
William Phillips, Richard Poirer, j 
James Purdy, Dotson Rader, Muriel : 
Rukeyser, Mark Schorer, Meyer । 
Shapiro, Wilfred Sheed, Francis ] 
Steegmuller, Wallace Stegner, Wil
liam Styron, Hunter Thompson, Kurt 
Vonnegut and Richard Wilbur.
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: Mobsters Summons .By^
■ . Perhaps the most feared mobster m They would rather not risk antagoniz- cante’s blessing, Rosselli used theHa-

. the underworld is Florida’s Mafia ing the federal government by mur- ‘
chief tain, Santos Trafficante. House in-, dering acelebrated witness unless
vestigators approached his Miami hide- ,;,:there was some compelling reasons;!
away, therefore, with some apprehen- ' ~ - .............
sion. - - - r ir ’ -

^ The experts doubted the Mafia was

cante’s blessing, Rosselli used the :Ha-

1
■is

vana underworld to plot; Castro’s de
mise. The assassination squad tried to 
plant poison pills, supplied by the CIA; 
in Castro’s food; Castro became ill, but

■Jupset over Rosselli’s confession that, as 
a hit man for-the Central Intelligence > 
Agency, he had .attempted to assassi
nate Cuban Premier Fidel Castro. The

failed to die. Then underworld snipers' 
were dispatched to a Havana rooftop. 
Unhappily for them, they were caught. 

_ Rosselli told us the rest of the story
mobsters hated Castro, who had expro- 5 as his own ''speculation.’’ But it was his

. . priated their casinos in Havana.. So habit to pass us tips id the formofcon-
shaking. . . . they should not 'have minded his CIA lecture; There is a good chance hewas
jHHe may have had reason to shake, mission.’^ -A'^ /> <^ / not merely speculating, but had picked-
The House Assassinations Committee ! We furnished the committee with a, up information inside the. mob; At 
had taken a sudden interest in the . - - - ..........
murder last July of mobster'John Ros-: 
selli. Before he died, the flamboyant 
Rosselli. hinted that he knew who had 
arranged President John F. Kennedy’s 
assassination. Carefully hedging, he 

' 'told an incredible story .that impli
cated Trafficante. • - ' . f »-•. ! , 

The New York Times reported on ' 
.the front page that Rosselli was mur-

< He appeared at the screendoor to ac
cent their subpoena. “Shove it under 
the dcor,” he said softly. They peered 
through the screen. The sinister Traffi-
cante was pale, and his hands were

more likely motive for the murder. We ■ least, here’s his startling story: ■
got the story from Rosselli himself, bit Rosselli heard that Castro had tor
by bit over the past six years. He had * "
come to trust us during our investiga
tion of : the' CIA plot to kill Castro. 
Whenever Rosselli was in Washington, 
he dropped by. His associates, knowing

tured the would-be assassins and had 
learned about the plot on his life. It 
would be the sort of irony that Latin-
Americans appreciate, Rosselli sug- 

, gested, for Castro to use the same plot- 
of his trust in us, called us ahead of the ters to retaliate.against the U.S. Presi- 
authorities about his disappearance. dent. ; : . :. - ,;

. _ ----------------- ,, ,.The CIA had figured that the Ha- According to Rosselli’s speculation,
dered as a “direct result” of his Senate vana underworld must have killers Castro may have used these under
testimony about the Kennedy assassi- who could eliminate Castro. The CIA, world elements, most of them Cubans 
nation. ■ K 4 vtherefore; spoke secretly to Howard from the old Trafficante organization.

Twelve days before his death, Ros- Hughes’ chief huncho in Las Vegas, toarrangetheassassinationofKenne- 
selli dined with Trafficante at the fash- Robert Maheu, about the project. Ma- dy. i
ionable Landings Restaurant in Fort heu recruited Rosselli, then the Chi- They may have lined up Lee Harvey 
Lauderdale, Fla. It is the custom of the cago mob’s debonair representative in Oswald as the assassin or may have 
Mafia to wine and dine a wayward, Las Vegas. used him as a decoy while others am-
member before he is executed. • Rosselli looked upon the assassina- bushed Kennedy from closer range. 
* The unfortunate Rosselli had been tion mission as an opportunity to gain Once Oswald was captured, the mob 
the victim of a gangland execution. . *■ - . - - -—
This raised some nagging questions in 
the minds of the coinmittee’s homicide

According to. Rosselli’s speculation,

favor with the U.S. government. But couldn’t afford to let him reveal his 
he lacked the stature to deal with San- connection with the underworld. So
tos Trafficante, who controlled the Ha- Rosselli speculated that Jack Ruby, a 
vana underworld. Rosselli enlisted his small-time hoodlum with ties to the 

------------  own superior, Chicago godfather Sam Havana underworld, was ordered to 
Why would the Mafia knock off a re- Giancana, to approach Trafficante. ; : : e .

tired racketeer? The fact that he had ' Giancana flew down to Miami to This sort of “speculation”, might 
appeared before the Senate normally make the arrangements with the Flor- have induced the mob to silence John 
;would have deterred the crime lords, ida racket, boss. Then with Traffi-,- Rosselli. . ■ . .

experts who are wise in the ways of 
the mob. . ' .
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Subpoena »“ported 
Fo Wang Figure

_... By. George Lardner Jr. „ . 3 
Washington Post Staff Writer / . 

The House Assassinations Commit-
tee has secretly subpoenaed crime fig- ’ With-Rosselli at; a Fort Lauderdale 
ure Santo. Trafficante Jr, for its first Restaurant less than two weeks before ... 
hearing‘"today™into 'the“-murder , of ” ”•’"•’Rosselli’s disappearance, He/was said 

- to havp-described this and. other get- 
-togethers ■ as • "friendly- social/ events ;

with no business.^ : •
- As long ago as- March/1967, Rosselli - 
had; expresseRihis. belief in .a puban > 
connection;/to the Kennedy assassina- ; 
tion to the FBI throughhis"Washing- ;

” fort^to kill Cuban Premier W Gas- t0"'-1^^ '
gant in turii| told th.e FBI thst several.

•5m^tWw*WW''^ A RfMs^enOSRere’&tlie fringe 3 
, The. other two ^en^-described as >ofthe tihderwbrid’’informed him ‘that 3 
Mafia members,,were Sam (Momo) pl- , Castro had learned of the.: plotting ' 

.ancana, who was shot to jicath in ?is inst h^ -... ^.^ -
-suburban Chicago home- two years .^ HouseAssa^natidns? Commit- ;
j'^feM his-.longtime. ^lieutenant ~ fee had been talking of staging a hear-

—^SSj I ^ose' decomposed j sing-oh. theh assassination iof.the Rev. 
RP^?as..foun^ last summer in an oil Martin Luther,H’ng Jr; Jn hopes of 

ikeeping'yth^^ ^ive at i
• least past March 31, when its current ;

. President John F. Kennedy, according 
to informed sources. .^ j
/ Oncelhe pverlbrd of syndicate gam-

■ bling in Cuba, Trafficante is- the only 
■ surviving member of a gangland trio: 
that was.-secretly enlisted by the Cen
tral Intelligence Agency in 1960 in ef-

P drum-'floating in the backwaters- of 
wJVRami’s^ VL'^ i
3 'Trafficante' is.s.expected'la protest 

the compulsory appearance;' and has
; reportedly hired Boston lawyer. F. bee 
‘ Bailey to represent him. ,3 ^/p .1 
■£r4gYoh ca^ blame him- when you re
member what happened1 to. the..- other 
two,", one source said. , - -*< - ,

■; .’Giancana, 65, was murdered, as he 
: prepared -a • midnight - snack of sau- 
..saggs and; .spinach on June 19, 1975, 
Lshp^tJyafterhi&treleasefromtahospi- 
’..taTdnd ph the'heels of preliminary ef- 
jforts by theSenate lntelligcnce;Com
mittee to contacthim'dnitsjnvgstiga- 
tion of CIA assassination plots. -

Rosselli, who.had been involved in 
several abortive plots against-gJastro, 
testified. beforethe.Senatescommittee 
five-days-aftern Giancana was killed. 

/.Thij^jj^bnt^^^ : 28,
1975, he disappeared from* his ^anta- 

; tion,<Flsi»,home,i His hacked-up body 
was found 10 days later in a 55-galIon 
oil drum weighted with heavy chains.

. Both slayipgs remain unsolved. But ever he-said might be turned against
long before his 'murder, Rosselli had him. “I think a lot.of people have a
been privately claimihg to ■ his attor- sort of a Pollyanna view of: the legal 
ney that Castro had become'aware of . system,"he said. ' ■

' the CIA-sponsored/plots , against him ' 
and "thereafter employed teams ofin-'
dividuals who were dispatched to the . 
United States for the purpose of as
sassinating Mr. Kennedy JI - p ’ ■

Initially introduced to ?is CIA con- 
: tacts in late 1969 as "Joe”. Trafficante 
' was described as someone who would 
serve as a courier to Cuba and make 
arrangements there in the plot to kill 
Castro. Trafficante had lived in Cuba, 
and he still had a number of assqci- 

: ates there even after Castro seized 
their gambling enterprises in Havana.

Although he did not testify during 
the Senate Intelligence Committee’s 
18-month investigation of CIA mis
deeds, Trafficante-was questioned, se
cretly last fall by Senate committee

’ investigators in connection with Ros- 
selli’s death.— : -Li.-: .3 s;

; j Trafficante reportedly said he dined
with Rosselli at a Fort Lauderdale

charter expires. The decision to hold a 
hearing, pn. the. JFK assassination ap- 
patently Reflects new hope within the 
committee'for continuing that Inquiry 
as.welliSjfe^M'^i,.->^^^^ 3 '•

Committed-: lgwyprs:;haye. been In
■ ■contact .with an attorney for James 

Earl' Ray, serving a 99-year prison 
‘term tor King’s 1968 murder, but Ray 
is not expected to make any public ap- 

. pearances .soon beyond a nationally
' televised Interview last might on the 

■3 Columbia-.': Broadcasting-- System's 
■; “Who’s Who" (WTOP-TV). --

. Interviewed by correspondent Dan 
Rather, Ray denied, as he has before, 
firing the shot that killed King, and 
insisted1 that he was not even in the 
rooming house across the street from 

* klhg*s motel; at the time of the mur-
der. :

• 3 Asked, why he was remaining silent 
• if someone else did it, rather than tell- 
. ing all, Ray said he feared that what-



Crime, figure'"! 
Takes 5th on 7 
Assassination { 
■By Rob Sarro ’ V&f

Washington Star Staff Writer

One of three gangland figures;alt: 
legedly hired by the CIA to eliminate; 
Fidel Castro in the early 1960s today,; 

^refused; to cooperate with the House,. 
■^Assassination Committee, inite invest 
Stigatioihrpi r the«mufder\;pfiv formeg 
^PresidesfJoffitF.Kennedy^ a-.’V' 
Vp-? ;D espite ..thei-warning he might be^; 
Fcitedi£fbr ■.•■coritempt-of Congressg! 
(MiaMWi^ifiPW?^ '^a^ 
{ficanteJrirefused to answer 13ques-’ 
^tions; about'the .Castro: plot;hiscon-* 
{nections<with; sthe-,CIA. and /prio^.; 
?f knowledge: of Kennedy’s; assassinate 
^tionA' <J:;. ’A-./ a t 
;< It^was a scene reminiscent; of the’ 
t£old4Kefauver>.Rackets'.^ 
* hearings. U Trafficante,xM ^balding,; 
!elderly%man{in- a. gray suit,, quietly, 
{recitedjhis. rights;underthe;lst,:4th^ 
„.5th and - I4tlt- Amendments as ques- ‘ 
j tioriswere posedby Committee Chief•• 
.. Counsel Richard Sprague. ^-^r^ 
f Next to;Trafficante; sat his;Florida; 
•-"lawyer, .Henry Gonzalez, in a three-, 
.piece black pinstriped suit. . \-

TRAFFICANTE is the only surviv- 
iing member of the CIA hit squad al
legedly hired to kill Castro in 1960. 
Sam Giancana of Chicago was shot to 

, death June 19, 1975; and John Rosel
li’s body was found floating in ah bit 

; drum . in Biscayne Bay later that 
< summer.' - /{

* Sprague;asked;; Trafficante: 
c whether; he hadever worked under' 
; contract with the CIA and Whether he;

knew Roselli; a longtime associate;’ 
... The witness refused to answer. ■ j {

Trafficante . was also asked' 
whether he had prior knowledge of: 
the assassination -of Kennedy • in. 
Dallas Nov. 22, 1963, or had ever ‘.‘ad
vised” other people about the killing. %-

Sprague also asked whether Traf-; 
, ficante knew Jack Ruby, murderer of: 

Kennedy assassin Lee Harvey Os-
See PROBE, A-6
aT’?-4^.- ^

Continued From A-l

The committee, which has bfeen at
tempting to gain credibility so that 
the House will continue its funding 
after it expires March 31;'had trou- : 
bles again, today. Its hearing had to -
be delayed 30 minutes; because 
Trafficant’s . microphone' .wasn’t.'wald, and whether Ruby had ever

.visited Trafficante?while the witness 'working. , . Wsl
-{was in prison in Cuba<once the.base<;r^!Wv ’^”5 f<^i f? «7Jr * 
-{of. ,h empire.; Again -the ?®iTHEN ; THERE was^another 10-- •
iwitness wouldn’t answer. Trafficante; minute -’ delay ' because^Trafficante -v 
{also; would-not say whether he had had exercised his right' to.exclude 
{ever met withythe CIA to discuss the?: television cameras ;and i;photogra-/' 
; assassination '^ other phers. This exclusion also’cut into the '
{world leaders or whether he had im-•. committee attempt to get ’ widest ; 
^triunity-pa {connection.' awiths .such- exposure”to show that the{nvestiga-• 
{plans.;;,^ :5{ifeff<;tions. of the deaths of Kennedy and
& Nor would he .say whether he knew . the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.; are { 
^RqbertMaheu, the former official irt ’"serious.;;-{;; ’ » ji
t the Howard Hughes business empire'^Committee members winced indj

. who reportedly put’^hq CIA m some in the audience laughed when 
•^iffi;GiiMlcana.j;j^^ lawyer was introduced, .a

same, as that of the ' 
..WHENIT-became evident that former chairman of the committee, 

;Trafficante,was going to continue to Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez, D-Tex., who 
^plead , potential.; self-incrimination, recently ^resigned -after a well-publi- J 
7Assassination Commiteee- Chairman -cized dispute With committee counsel";
• Louis .Stokes,^DiOhio, recessed the Sprague. ■' < ;

meeting for, nearly lO minutes while .. After Trafficante leftandthecom- 
-the panel held ah informal meeting in mittee voted to subpoena four per- ;
a room just off the hearing chamber. sons from Tennessee, where King . 

After the meeting Stokes told Traf-. was slain, the panel went into execu- 
ficante the committee felt his “claim tive session to discuss Trafficante’sd 

. of privilege was inappropriate” and unwillingness to testify and other as-;
that it may . recommend that he be pects of the Kennedy probe.; - a 
cited for contempt of Congress for The supboena of Trafficante 
refusing to answer-questions even ordered him to appear( to testify^ 
when directed to do so. • ■ ' about what he knew of attempts to ?

Trafficante remains under sub- assassinate Castro and Kennedy and 
poena and could be;recalled as a wit- to produce any relevant notes.,and ■ 
ness.. He did answer one question, documents. The subpoena was dated., 

;saying,“Yes;\ sir,.’ when- asked March 16. Gonzalez said .that Traf- ' 
< whether he understood the subpoena , ficante could not comply with the re-..; 
; continues. „.? J^'4 ' ‘ quests for documents tdday._____/^’

)



V

1

Assassinations PaneLAccepts Lower Fimdms^t^
tif^^^^f1^ '-ir^ ' V -'AV ^^^^itd^v'.r^oM.ilef^-^Sf Wc^7;*.A'4-V<*/^X:$<X^'!iJ t-f^^
^* By George Lardner Jr.> ^ might make It impossible to com-'? h headed by ^Lehner, to, .inveStigatey-| is serving a l^
^ washinttoh post sun writer ’1“ \A? plete the investigation^; within.the ex-; *; King’s murder. ' , ' ’- ‘;;^forlKlng's,niu^tr.'' ',?i v l‘],'*i

-■ The House: Assassinations Commit-^pectcd two years.. U\L'-------* .J. The inquiry -would still
-tee formally jettisoned its $6.5 milUon \ > Sprague Had contended i,that his ',, expensive investigation’, ever.: under* \ J’ U
; -bare bones” budget Yesterday and< original $6.5-milUon budget^ouldn’f^ takersby^Coi^
k ^ j f ! . . Z , /. “ ’ be cut at all ’Without compromisihgi> Speaker Thomaa P. (Tip) OWeitt. JM&^k*^

deciaed to try to struggle along for the ■ the inquiry, and he made plain yester-C (D-Mass.) professed his “wholehearted ^marily'A^get-acquainted session, .and- A 
year avess iban half the ^-flxat he hadjio/intention of eating {; support” for it this weak after a pri- ■■ ^d/^ffl^^iateary to^telk tc-i-i

»>ncc..r .. ^taosewcrt&^'r^^-* a'» “ *'-“^^ate briefing; front the ranking JJemcf*'iy'}^ri£^^
Anticipating House approval for ^ Sistcod, . : "'id he was re ; -■; on^’c^t5 *“ the committee. \ . ,/' , any pubHctestimony,:A i ? A A;, j

5:continuing their investigations into v^, the assurances; of his two ,vop aepu-• 1 It was also-plain, from the figures,* -
ithe murders of President Kennedy .}’■ ties, Robert Tahenbaum and Robert,' presented yesterday, that next year's s -
and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.,' yLehhdf,who told him they felt they - budget for the committee, with a full-.

i after'a dubious, winter, committee ■; ,cduld conduct effective ,investigations ’ strength :staffof 115, will be about $1; 
femembers also voted a new resolution^wlththe SteinerHdket.: ^ ^'million’higher. 4 ’ ’ A'j
,;to keep them in business for the,re-.^j “I have gone/alodg with their 'rec-;^ The iHouse Rules Committee is .ex-"J 

mainder.,of thd 95th Congress—untilj .omniendatiori,” :Sprague -said.®It; is«^peered to take up the resolution re-| - 
1979. / ' ; | ■ ’ ’. c-'less than-T'Would, propose, but I;‘km’'", constituting this cohfiriittee early nekt-j

Del. Walter E Fauntroy (D-D C.) . willing to go ahead.;’ • t;- week, The budget will, be submitted*;
4 said he thought4 the proposed’new’?*'' Rep. RicharfiSonj Preyer- (D-N.C.), later, first to the House Administra-^;
^budget of $2,796,650 for calendar 4977'^chairmaff^£a4^ Committee and4h$rto theHous^a . . A
/.would be “certainly palatable”’to the-^r^F!«j®.^b”Jljbe ‘Cionumttee, said the big-,■-,,floor. . - ' L'f’’^’ * til I
'fHouse... It: includes > approximately£^^rsevin^Was>realizediby^tting^ The^Ass^^
M250,006'already Spent this year while < JhfePr°Pos^ sta^ ^ 'spent the rest of the day In secret ses^
' the committee struggled < for survival s isor‘s’ ®eani“g' a’ $?’33*,R^ siodfcr abtiefihg dn^eprogressfof
i in the face of a series'of disputes '* ' K.lu Projected salarief. ,; k ' '-»■$£ the Kenned? and King:investigations.^ .
^ a . ,s g “ ^ The hewprbpdsal would provide, a,<^.Chairman^Lduis Stokes (D-phioKtbld#
/.Committee chief counscl.lliciiM ^<fe27-member\taskforeef under.'Tanen-^’reporters'that it included ;A; ruhddWii’?;
; Sprague endorsed the. new; aIlotment£::fbaUm,s“direStion, ‘fb .investigate<the£J oh the, ^

reluctantly. He warded that the cut-^Kennedy Assassination,'and 27'm£>re,' ~ view.ZiM£lda$rofrjame$']w
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j

£:.^e.;HoiiseuSel&fi:,C6ni&tt&>pi^
*Ass&sinations^.wl!icft’£h^'^^iai^TO'’'Mc&/a'^eap:sW^stt^ 
mess of its;;prqb.e;,into/tae deaths,;©^ ’it makes' i^
'^^ent.Ken'iiedy,and ’the'Rey.-Mar-^^.rnously •■-difficult:'tq believe.ithaththis. 
un- ^^^ iXijg/Jr^did^nq^ing-to; >^ 
ZS^^Whp^ti’of.Qts^redibility^ffla sensational-sounding^
’^bringing underworld figure ■Sant^j^^ws^^^ - keptvalive^tj;
trafficante befonHt.^£i£^;-^^^ 
;v'vMr.^Tfafficahte*invoked-;-the7Fi^
=^jhendment;? privilege :< ag^nst .^ the • two'as'sassiha^^
incrimination in refusing ^toanswerSA-;^ doubts arising from -home, actions^
^questions worded-'to^eteimine^ybeth^.^^^ 
q$ tHe;3ritness'knew' anything- about^^^ 
.the'.-assassinatioh^'oJ/PresidentZKen^^imttee.TC^^^ 
nedyl .There; was-npthingzmew^abou^
'the questions as - they related to Mr^thave-an obligation (to: take; respohsi-'' 
Srif^icant^and’ Sepj-I^ui^StokeS;^  ̂^fo^the Uestimbhy^f riheir/wit;/ 
XP-> .Ohiolj^th® ’ chairman’,_-:discloseda- nesses;?:'CQIYsidering.. th.e-Hmpoiian^ 
after<the .hearing-that-therconimittee-yTana-TaghGa^ ‘assassination" 
•^w^adyaiicezth^^&ap^  ̂
jYPul$f ^® ^h ,’F|ft/:’;~.yiA^7
<.So~the-p'urpose ^ if. totally failed to exercise..;;? /
any ‘mewj;evidence '.or' advance ' ahjj;S‘"The committee should be. able to 
inch . toward resol ving ’the'. legitim ate^ imake its' case, fpr continuing -'beyond 
dgubis5 that remaih' about'-the'^Ken-^iMar^ -the need .to seek ’an-■
nedy. an d King..murders.; Very-, obvi- • ■ swers, to"; quest)ohs. th at ..most, of us;:, 
jusly^ll s the -committee was’ trying . ’have about ..the ^assassinations. /If it 
to.>Jo was.convince Congress to.keep . ;;can’t, ;then;'.it>jshquld. be :allowed.itp"; 
the investigation ;going -.after, ?March y.gd out; of; existence .so: that another; 
31,,when thejCommittee.will run .out/’effort to resolve the questions* can be ;
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.^^^

g Jack An dersoh^an d Les Whitten

tOddyOaiiplai^^
■^>|G, Gordon Liddy/thejitfachb W^ He toldiusi however; bd' ^probably^vould ^
^ gate conspirator who once tried-to im-<;closed-the TV room-early due to nu- •• own plumbers to track down the,leak—' 
^fpress friends by holding his hand oyerJrinerotLs complaints, not because of Lto- 'er.' lw' '
& a burning candle, has-been .commgi^Bd^sprotest,'-’; - 7 ^ • J ~ -’^‘; instead, he sent a mildmemWh® 
feder spmelire in prison:&Meli:':^^^ month, we Revealed'- sidekick' Qyde ' Tolson,-'^
•f^The tight lipped"Liddy has remained@lhat .the ' Justice Department was sen-'-, wryly, “I assume none, of this is coming 
^.silent- tb,this day aboutshis'rdie-in th^W>usly Considering Liddy’s-petition to*‘from ^eFBL’-,His aides assured^ 
V^n-fateirWatergate'breakd&tBu^he/f comm^ his sentence Jus- - ■ wasn’t':f A- ’W^^^
^<was quick^tb complrinJoudly about his^ tice officials are studying the "request : ^^^ ^
Uaccommodationsat the^lenwoodPr^|and.:a recommendation whl- likelwhe , tion about tte khhng thatcouldW^ 
r,£ son Camp jut Pennsyfgmta/.^
^.moved tothe minimum-security prison.;^sprmg.-^^^ When the Warden Commission^
♦« three months ago from another pent j Heartbroken1 Hoover--Behmd.the-5 port criticized the FBI Hoover sadly 
&tentiary>panbum.(^ «* ^J bulldog visage of J. Edgar Hoover, who ^'.found that even Ahe-dbyal 'Journal-' - 
fcnt.-fThe..lenaciousStough guyjwas as--. mtimidated lawmakers and lawbreak- - ^ bad reviews^
s.Tsigned,to. sleep On' a cot in r hallway , ,ers for decades; was a man acutely sen- solemnly, ^underlined the harshest, 
—near the;television room because.the/ sitive to any criticism of his beloved nhrases . : 
^better rooms were alt-booked;,., up. FBI <r^>.
ob Liddy soon squawked that he couldn't' No one defended the bureau more*.
Asleep because of the noise from the all-^staunchly'tlian-Hoover when the War-->4?^ wT^Wi^1
^nigbtTVrpom. - W§2 -^ ren Commission complained about the:'4S ’

Almostimmediately^prison officials.-; FBI’s handling of the investigation J .
, .banned TV watching after 11:30 p.m., into Pr^ident; Kennedy’s assassins- w uye uuwn. . , .

and even started making spot checks tipn. But long-secret documents show Now, after 13 years; the late-direc-
" - ' .......... . . .. that Hoover Was nearly- heartbroken- tor’s words seem prophetic. For as'

over his bureau’s failings in the JFK ' charges of a cover-up have been lev
probe, and felt the-^commission had ■ eled at the FBI* its actions in the Ken- '

; __________________________________ . t’debunked" the FBIforever.^'i-'"'’nedyInvestigation are' orice-again-
i- /their famous colleague. Many, other . Evdry ihbrhtag, the7 tough-talk^^

,7. sleepless - inmates had .- -complained J director carefully perused clippings .Footnote: Hoover's successor^ Clar-’ 
^about-the-iateuight TVi-nbise,’to no^ from 10 daily newspapers, including -ence Kelley, is still, trying to clear the.. 
-. .avail v- ;;- 1 ' The Washington
;^ The outraged prisoners'fet'aliated by j Times.'But nothing- pleased him more ;.>FBI withheld Troni' the Warren Com-,7. 
/;'setting Liddy’s mattress on fire; When- [ than the peppy style and sympathetic‘emission 23 sun^aries df^Oswat^^^^ 
if’ he got a new one, they soaked it The 7 viewpointof theNew' York DailyNews ’"tivities. Kelley toldus'that all dOsum^

’ ■-and the now-defunct Hearst papers,-- maties were provided to the commis-1.
, the Journal-American ahd the Mirror. 7sion. Kelley also said the bureaufur- 
,'p.When,; the* Journal^ got'v dished the commission with all perti-1 
' wind of secret FBI files and reported nent information about potential in-- 
that Hoover would tell President John-* formants, including the Cuban Sylvia 7 
son that Lee Harvey Oswald acted Odio and-right-wing'.activist Joseph 

■ alone, the FBI chief was surprisingly Milteer. All allegations about them . 
‘ calm. Had the breach of security ap-j were investigated and turned over, to v.
peared in a more liberal paper, Hoover - the commission, Kelley said._ ^ ,7/

.to make ;-sure: the' inmates' weren’t
is: sneaking a peek at the late show. The 
^; .other inmates were infuriated at what
> - seemed to. be the special treatment for ;

sleepless - inmates had .' Complained

-j inmates also threw all the beleaguered
j- Liddy’s personal. property out the 

door.
;-We learned of the brouhaha when 

an angry.inmate bellyached to us that 
the prison surrenders to every de- 
mand Liddy makes. Allenwood war

den Eldon Jensen confirmed that 
Liddy had some trouble with his fel-
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ON PA GE ^~

ByRonSarro
Washington Star Sult Writer

Don’t blame the members of the House 
Assassination Committee if they are 
beginning to think that someone in Wash
ington has 12 congressional voodoo dolls 
and sticks.in pins every time they try to 
present a positive image.

The committee has been trying to 
make the public forget about the political 
brawl between its former chairman, 
Rep. Henry Gonzalez, D-Tex., and staff 
director Richard Sprague over who was 
really running the committee. Things 
have not been going all that well.

Consider these developments yester
day in the committee’s effort to prove it 
is conducting serious investigations into 
the assassinations of former President 
John F. Kennedy and civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King Jr. , .

THE COMMITTEE subpoenaed Santos 
Trafficante Jr. of MiamL one of three 
gangland figures allegedly contracted by 
the CIA in 1960 to kill Cuban Premier 
Fidel Castro, to tell what he knew about . 
alleged connections between the Castro 
caper and Kennedy's murder.

First, Trafficante’s microphone woul- 
d’t work. The committee had to delay the 
start of its hearing for 30 minutes while 

1 an electrician was summoned, as news
paper, -radio and television deadlines 
passed. ' - •

Next, Trafficante exercised his option 
under congressional rules to be spared 
from television and still photographers’ 
cameras. This eliminated television 
coverage of his testimony and more com
mittee exposure before the big audiences 
on the evening news. There was another 
10 minute delay while TV crews took out - 
cameras and microphones. . .=

How about this. The committee is '. ___  _____ _________ __________ ._ among three gangland figures, allegedly
trying to make people forget the .hiredby the CIA in 1960 to kill Castro. 
Gonzalez-Sprague spat, right? So what’s The • other two were killed, gangland 
the name of Trafficante’s Tampa lawyer style, in 1975 when they were involved in 
in a black pin-striped suit? Henry Gon- the Senate Intelligence Committee’s 
zalez. As- he said his name, committee ; investigation, " ,

Sam Giancana was shot to death inRepublicans laughed and Democrats 
winced.

THEN, TRAFFICANTE whs supposed 
to bring with him any papers and docu
ments for the period June 1955 through 
December 1964 on attempts to assassi
nate Castro and Kennedy, and about 
groups including ALPHA 66, Interna
tional Anticommunist Brigade, No Name 
key group, and the Cuban Revolutionary 
Council, and concerning his release from 
prison in Havana, Cuba. Trafficante 
brought nothing.

Lastly, but most important, Traf
ficante didn’t want to incriminate him
self and refused to answer any of the 13 
questioned asked him by Sprague, He 
took the 1st, 4th, 5th and 14th Amend- 
iments.

“We had some idea he probably would 
issert his constitutional privilege,” said 
Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, the commit- knowledge before Nov. 22, 1963, that - - , . . ,
:ee's new chairman who has been lead-. \ Kennedy would be assassinated, if he years jn jail, Ray now denies he shot the 
ng its image-building campaign. “advised” others of the plan, aiOJie^^i?’'.e^eE,-^<.L .—^

W

Reputed underworld figure Santo Traf- 
ficante Jr. of Tampa takes the oath as 

‘ he begins his appearance before the

So why did the committee bother? It's 
just one facet of the investigative proc- : 
ess, said Stokes, whose committee will Ruby ever visited him in jail in Cuba. No 

. runout of money March 31 unless it can answers.. - . ,
convince the House there is good reason 
to give it a $1 millionto $3 million budget 
and let it proceed. • • . ? ■ :

.f TRAFFICANTE IS the only survivor

Chicago, as Senate investigators were 
.trying to obtain his cooperation, and 
John Roselli was found hacked up and 
chained in an oil drum in Biscayne Bay, 
Fla., several weeks after he testified.

Trafficante had a gangland gambling 
empire in Havana, before Cartro seized 
power, and. was jailed in Cuba. "I refuse 
to answer on my constitutional rights,’’ 
he told the assassination committee yes-

. terday.
Sprague asked him if he had every' . u r • • .

bTen under “contract” to the CIA, if he m Publl= before television and news-
knew Roselli, if he knew Giancana, and if 
he knew Robert Maheu, former official 
in the Howard Hughes business empire 
who reportedly put the CIA in touch with 
Giancana. Trafficante wouldn’t answer.

SPRAGUE ALSQ ASKED if he had

; '“ —United PreM InternaMaal

House Assassinations Committee here 
yesterday, but he refused to answer 
questions 15 times. ■ j

knew Jack Ruby, murderer of Kennedy 
assassin Lee. Harvey Oswald, and if

Trafficante^also was asked if he ever 
discussed plans to “assassinate varrious 
world leaders including Fidel Castro,’’ if 
his life had ever been threatened by any
one or any government agency,.and if he 
had been contacted by any government 
agency in connection with yesterday’s
appearance. Again he took the 1st, 4th, 
5thand 14th Amendments. ,

Stokes told Trafficante that he could 
be cited" for contempt of. Congress for 
refusing to answer the questions, and 
said he would remain under subpoena for 
possible recall as a witness. In extended 

• closed sessions later yesterday, the com
mittee continued to discuss the Kennedy 
assassination, but took no action on a 
contempt citation. The committee was to 
continue its discussions today.

■ The committee last week took posses-
sion of all police and FBI evidence in the 
case against Ray. It opened the evidence

paper photographers and writers, dis-
playing the items in dramatic fashion' 
one-by-one.

Next week "it is planning to take its 
credibility show to Tennessee to inter
view James Earl Ray in jail where he is 
serving a 99-year term after pleading 

. guilty to killing King in 1968. After eight
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’ ].?-from?.bfficials--in ...Memphis
B-and. Birmingham,- Ala.Uames; Earl. 

. * RayJ^serving ■- a"*99-year-terin? for
■" King’s murderj will give preliminary 

depositions',.to the committee" next
- J/ week,-, his attorney, .'Jack/Kershaw, 
-•V’. said-yesterday in Nashville,’.Tenn.-y^

3y Aaron Epstein - - - -;"-'■'-..;? " *1: 
hauirw Wc#7Hn$rto* Bureau . / ^ \ ’-j’ y ^1% 

-WASHINGTON — .Underworld fig- 
tre Santo-'Trafficante Jr.;, appearing: 
inder' -subpoena," ? took • the,--. Fifth j 
Amendment? yesterday as. the first ‘ 
witness, in the congressional investi-' 
jation of the-* murder of- President 
John F.'Kennedyl T -???^?'-?

Giancana, a Chicago crime sj ndi<] '
cate boss, his West Coast lieutenant i 
Roselli and ' Trafficante " reportedly i 
were recruited in the CIA anti-Castro ;
plot by Maheu, a former FBI agent \ 
and later a key.aide to millionaire 
Howard Hughes." ‘

. .The Senate Intelligence Committee 
reported in 1975 that, the CIA had 
instigated at least eight plots against 
Castro. Some of the scnemes dis-c Trafficante, a . short,', stocky ,m'an:

with- a sagging-face and .a salloiv cussed were to sabotage -his cigars 
complexion was one of three Mafia with <a disorienting agent before a 
.^^fi7 & -° speech, to poison his food in-his fa-
^•^^J^SSZ^^^.^j'voritellivana restaurant and to dust 1 
^^^/^^".-^^/^^hisshoeswith a substance that would-j 
? Ho'is the only one oftheAhree who; niake his beard fall out and thus kill ’1 
has not: beerr murdered.— a.'factor? -feis-'-charisma 1 ':;. |
^S^ ^8^W ^r^icanr w shot'to M? June? 
uope that he might give e idence t01 "20, 1975, in his home in suburban Chi- 
suppqrt a.tneory that Kennedy's as-- cag0 shortly;after .Senate committee

‘ staff, members began" trying to con
tact: him. .Roselli testified five days 
later. Hus hacked-up body was found 
last July.floating in an" oil drum near 
•Miami?-'""----; - 

.; Trafficante, 61, a dapper figure in 
•a vested gray suit,'refused to tell the 
House committee whether , his life 
had been threatened.? ? i^^’- ■'" .■•

• *.' He also failed to produce any of the - 
.documents-./subpoenaed by Sprague.. 
The committee’s’-chief "counsel had. 
sought ^written-material related to- 
various anti-Castrq groups and to

• Trafficante’s imprisonment in-Cuba. -- 
:>..At<Sj.Tr^5cante’^"request;.; Rep. 
"Louis'Stokes (D.j Ohio),'.the commit
tee ’■: chairman,-; ordered^-televisinn - 

-cameras, and -radio--microphones re-

s^sination-dwas ...plotted-.by,.-jCjiban< 
agents. •in " retahation-. for’the .?CIA
jmader«hemes7A“i""^
'^."Trafficante; responded somberly 'to 
B"?questions \ ptrt.rto.-him yesterday 
^ih^-a^sentence. that his lawyer; 
Heufy^^nzalez.".^
Tampa/had prepared; forhim.-k;  ̂
^Tiefusa . to. answer, that question 
pursuant to- .my-"constitutional--rights 
.under the? First,-. Fourth;: Fifth .and 
.Fourteenth 8meninMts.’Si3tp
;--tTrafEicante,.once the boss of syndi- 
“I?., gambling” in "Cuba,, maintains 
horneSvlnTampa 'and North -Miami;
Ste'ifiwyifcds ’no felatioii-to .Rep. 
Henry Gonzalez* CD,,'.Tex.)?, who• re
signed last wbek as- chairman of the 
.House .Select. Committee '.on/Asbassi:
nAtiqns.-rvi’i*-^^ 
hThe committee’s chief counsel; for 
®e£Philadelphia First Assistant Dis-

strict? ‘ 'Attorney- ^ Richard?- Sprague^: 
wanted to know-'whether Trafficantei 
had a CIA contract, whether he knew-’.' 
•in advance that Kennedy"-would be”? 

•killed,and whether_he mef with' ClA.t 
officials-;to discuss" assassinations, .of^ • 
Castro brother world'leaders.- ;- ^ 

7? Sprague".? also <asked .."Trafficante;, : 
whether , he knew Jack Ruby,- Sam.: 
•Giancana, Johnny Roselli or"- Roberta -

; moved front the hearing room before 
;any questions were, asked.,:;..-??-,.
> '.Stokes? excused. Trafficante": after 
•warning‘him that he could be cited 
for contempt of Congress.?yj; ^ 
a. .The - Committee.- is hoping to con-' 
evince the full. House to keep the in- 
; vestigation going after its current au- 
'thorization runs-out March 31.. . For 
months,, the ^committee’s work was 
crippled by a feud between Sprague

IMaheu,- and whether he?was. .visited 
• by-. Ruby;'while Trafficante. was in' 
prison in Cuba. "Trafficante. was. im-j 

: prisoned. in Cuba-for; a short time';' 
after the Castro.revolution-in 1?59.?'^ 

- Ruby was-the killer .of.Lee Ha'rvey. 
Oswald,., named by the Warren Com-', 

.mission at the sole murderer of .Ken-'

and "Rep. Gonzalez.• ••'-’i' ■'•■i - '\<-
>“1- don’t" think this- (Trafficante’s 
refusal to talk) sets us back,’’ Stokes, 
said. .‘Ulis is only one of. many; fac- I 
ets of the investigation?’.;?/

SStokes said that the committee had.
subpoenaed records pertaining to the 
assassination.' of " the: ■ civil -"rights- 
leader,Dr./Martin Luther. King Jr..
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; By JOSEPH VOLZ
■ -Washington (News Bureau)—Santo Traffo

nob boss of Florida, took the Fifth Amendment and refused to 
nswer yesterday when he was asked by-'congressional inyesti-.: 
ators whether'he had ever discussed the, assassination* of. 
’resident John F.'Kennedy several months .before >Kennedy’s 
mrder in Dallas in 196$.< ; 1;^ ,;' i!;j;F^ :^-W'^^-/'

/Trafficante, of Tampa, \vhor reportedly.’operated jucrativFgamm
ing rackets in Cuba until Fidel Castro came to power jn 1959,-. took the; 
ifth Amendment against self-incrimination a - total-iof 15: times; in. 
spouse to questions from-the TIoasyrA*sassjn^^
The committee chairman, Rep. Louis.' 

Okes (D-Ohio), said the panel would' 
cide later whether to try to have the 
pper Trafficante cited for contempt
Congress., <
There have been reports that TraL 
ante predicted in Florida,.-several 
intlis before Kennedy’s death bn Noy.;
1063, that Kennedy would be killed.;-! 
Stokes siid- that the committee had 
own before Trafficante walked Into--

.the crow'dei/hearing^^ that-Traf- 
ficante would refuse, to - answer, ques
tions. There was speculation that the 
troubled Assassinations Committee — 
told by House - Democratic; leaders to 
come up.with something'dramatip or go' 
out of business in two weeks — had

’ with lhV^mn}itte» proceedings yester-- 
day. He'was ph, time; 'standing In the ‘ 
ajsle with his attorney, but'the.commir-" 
the-me'etingstarted a Iwlf hourlate be! 
cause Trafficante's,microphone ’did■not/ 
iyork.’, The' first thing Trafficante did • 
was. invoke a House rule that.permitted 
him to bar TV crews and tape recorders 
from the room. /
^ Committee - investigators’ apparently 
became interested in Trafficante < be-; 
cause he had ties with both the CIA : 
and the Cuban community. The CIA I

■ and various pro and anti-Cuban groups ' 
have been mentioned by some ^onspira-l 
cy theorists as possibly having been in-!rushed the.reputed mobster before the , - - ,

panel. Ajf>V F''!---*/" ■ : Volved in the Kennedy assassination.1
..-The quesUbns'/includedK Was Traf- / 5- Trafficante has Reportedly been a I

-ficante-involved in plotting to kill Fidel .Teading Mafirifig^^
pasted?- Did Trafficante ever meet Jack tended the famous mob summit meeting
Ruby, who killed Lee. Harvey Oswald, -t . . ...Kennedy’s assassin? Most of these ques- ;v ^ ember 19uf at Apalachin, N.Y, 

j tions have;been answered, to some ex-/ S The-News-revealed last week .that 
lent, elsewhere../-.y^s^j^^^^^^ Trafficante reportedly has joined forces
ri' For example, the Seriate Intelligence -with Carmine; Galante, top New York 
/Committee reported /that j.Trafficante, bo^ isT silent'partners la; a'multimib

using the • name Joe, had.sat m-on .xMiamF‘planmng/sessions?-.during /the >W’d,eal/ syndicate to import 
' abortive CIA-Mafia program to kill Cas- Asian hdroin lntp.the_Unlted States. .. .
tro'in the early 1960s„-John Rosselli, a 

. Miami mafioso who was . the. leader of.
•the? plotting, was killed after testifying 
■ before the Senate panel. • *<.> <;.
! ■ 'Sani. (Momo) " Giancana; • ^Chicago 
^Mafia ’ boss, also - participated - in ‘ the 
abortive operation. He was. slain in 

.1975, the. day before Senate investiga- 
•tors were to quiz him. The murders of- 
Rosselli and Giancana remain unsolved.-

- ’ There-have • been no reports that- 
Trafficante participated in any-plan to"

. kill 'Kennedy; on behalf of .Castro. On .
th© contrary, an FBI report in January’,

• 1961said that'Trafficante. was'associate 
ed with ’antLCastro/activities/in /the^ 

■ —. hope that he could resume'his gamblin’/
operation .in Cuba if Castro-were over-1 
thrown.- . • /

^. ./Trafficante appeared unimpressed /
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liglahd^i&ff^^
• • Bv: GprtfPP T iJirHnAr. .Tr V- ‘.hr?--' ’ • -V • ■;•/ I • * ' v' C •' ' . • ■ • - • 1 'ir ’ nlAAfA/1 'Traffmonfa u/^c cat ri In h nun■ By George Lardner Jr. elected, Trafficante Was said to have , 

replied, “No, Jose, he is going to ,be 
hit.” *

&'M ' W«shlntton Post start Writer • -. 5
fe$&? Mafii chieftain' Santo . Trafficante

".><■ Jr. refused to 'tell a congressional ’■ 
^ -•‘■'Committee yesterday whether he had ;' 
;; hi advance knowledge of the 1963 assas-S- 
‘' *1 sination of President Kennedy; ' A1' ^- 
/ / "' /'Subpoenaed by the House Assassi- ;

" nations Committee for its first hear-
' I :. ing into Kennedy’s murder,' the hat-. .: 
.? '/Uly dressed, grandfathefly-looking i 
. ; nt Trafficante invoked his constitutional j 
w,*/Tights iri response to every question - i 
\^ imt to him at the crowded session. J|
; • 1 Fourteen times in all, the Florida | 

■ ? underworld boss hunched close to the ? 
< '‘ microphone in front of him and de- • ;

j dared in a calm, pat monotone that: j 
"' ,"1 respectfully refuse to answer • 

that question pursuant to my constitu- /j 
lional rights under 'the First, / the ' 
Fourth and Fifth and'the Fourteenth'1

; Amendments.” - t ■ j
The committee’s chief counsel, Rich- 

. ard A. Sprague, conducted most pf the 
interrogation, / asking? Trafficante I 

i about his participation in ClA-spon- ' 
'i sored plots in the early 1960s to assas'-,

-x sinate Cuban Premier Fidel. Castro, 1
• about reports that Trafficante pre- j 
/dieted Kennedy’s “hit” more than a 

. ; year in advance, and about rumors ;
that Trafficante may have been ac- ;

; . quainted with “an American gangster
type named Ruby” years before the : ;

1 President’s death. • ' , ’

«: :>

>*< *

& • pr
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of Trafficante ■’< .
is >

■ - -^TV  ̂ , ^ByJamesKW

’ Chairman Stokes and chief Couhsel.Sprague confer,before the start of questioning

'i, 5
'1^

11 ‘ Sprague laid no factual groundwork;) 
f ori the record before asking any of his j 

'questions, but committee Chairman 1 
• Louis Stokes (D-Ohio) insisted to re- ’ 

- porters afterward that the committee ’ - 
: ‘had legitimate grounds for -posing 
/ them. Stokes acknowledged that Traf- i 
/ ficante’s attorneys had indicated in !

<?? An' FBI informer at the time, Ale-; 
;'>j inan assertedly reported the conver- 

- - • sation to his bureau contacts, but they ' 
.'"".'were described as interested only in

//i Trafficahte’s business propositions, 
/and Aleman assumed they dismissed

£f-the Kennedy talk as gangland bragga. 
i-^docib; /'/■'//'''// 1 ■
;^; The- 'questions ' Concerning Jack
■"RRuby turned on Traffieante’s days in 

//"Cuba; where he was overlord of syndi
cate gambling in Hayaha before Cas- 

\ tro toppled the BatiSta government in 
b the 1959 revolution and closed down 
• rhe casinos. Trafficante / was even 

^^ lodged for a time in a Cuban jail;? i . 
?M' At yesterday’s hearing, Sprague 

■14 asked Trafficante first whethet he 
^ had ever known Jack Ruby prior to

1 the president’s assassination on Nov.
22, ,1963, and then, after a 10-minute 
recess, one follow-up question: \

i' “Mr. Trafficante,”. Sprague, said, 
, , while you were in prison in /Cuba, 
X were you visited by Jack Ruby?” '

The: inquiry' -may . have stemmed 
*1 from a ohce;Classified / CIA. memo 
1 p froth Warreri Commission files about 

^the conversation of a British journal- 
, ist named John Wilsdri at the U.S. em

bassy in Eindon shortly after the 
president’s /assassination and after 

s' bee Harvey Oswald’s murder by
Riiby. Wilson Reportedly told of meet- 

\ ing an>American “gangster-gambler 
if named Sahtos” in jail in Cuba after

th?f 1959 revolution."/ '“While ‘Santos 
1 was iri prison,” Wilson Was quoted as 
. saying, “Santos was visited by an

American gangster ? /type named 
Ruby.” ?

• Trafficante was arrested in the 1957 
Appalachia, N.Y., meeting which fed
eral investigators described as a Ma- 

• fia national convention. ' /
, The two other gangland plotters en

listed by the CIA, Sam (Momo) Giah-
1 cana of. Chicago and his longtime lieu
tenant, Johnny Rosselli, were both 
killed following the initiation of a -

• Senate Intelligence Committee inves- 
tigation of CIA assassination plots. Gi-

' ancana was shot to death in liis subur- 
/ ban; Chicago home in June; 1975, be- 

fore Seriate Investigators', could con-
. tact him.Y • > (SyS;-'-: <? .

^advance;'thit' the witness would de-/ 
t ‘cline to answer the committee’s ques- 
■ tions. :

“I thought we had propounded some 
rather important questions,” Stokes

• ■ said. “It’s unfortunate we were unable
to get the answers.” ' : .’

-: • When pressed, to justify the. ques-,, 
tions about • Jack Ruby,/ however, 

"Stokes declined, saying that he was 
■ “not at liberty to disclose publicly 
) what the investigation has developed

' at this point.” / >
But a number of the allegations, 

while never satisfactorily developed 
• or substantiated, have long been , in 

the public domain. ■ ' ‘

instance; a Cuban exile named^fGeorge Crile III; that - Aleman had a ./•: •■ >“Have yow secn,how his brother, isFor
7 Jose Aleman, who reportedly became ^jlong .discussion ywith viTrafficante fti ‘.I'hilting;.H6ffa;;a mhri who is a Worker, 
• involved with Trafficante in; 1962/in^;?Aleman’S Miaml'Boach-motel around. :’■ who is not a/millionaire, a friend of 
t connection with a possible TeamatersX^ September/ 1962, /According to this 'll th& blue/(;cilljar?; lie doesn’t know that . 
; Union Joan, was evidently the? source SK;account,^; the /discussion < e^ kuW/of-Hocountet is very deli
; of reports/that Trafficaiite/ ihay/riave/Wturnbd to/th6/Kennedys; about whom^ Ken-
! known the ■ Ib'esldent’s^aSsasMri^ they/Jf nedy is On1 trouble/ and, he. Will,get /
; was coming; - .'’.T,/1 s^&*;feMiB^<0,not;horiestand;did not keep, ja/©^^!:^
' / The Washington Pd&^ep6i^^t|^bh^^ Trafficante^ was aquoJedA^j?^ argued
! year, Iri ah article by journalist author saying) >>. ^-h V4. K ’back that Kennedy would', be . re- |



Panel Chairman Says 
James Earl Ray Wants 
To Testify on the Hill

19 >wBy Jeremiah O’Leary .
Washington Star Staff Writer

The House Assassinations Commit
tee, in an effort to remain in exist
ence after March 31, will hold a hear
ing this week with “live witnesses,” 
possibly including James Earl Ray, 
according to sources; ।

Ray, who once confessed to thej . n r w STOKES ALSO said the committee
murder of Dr. Martin Luther King will , meet tomorrow to consider the
, . . ’ has 'S^ce repudiated the new budget worked out by Rep. Rich-A 

admission, will be Chief//
; m^^?3? ?-8^1011^ ^° 3 Counsel Richard A. Sprague. Stokes ; 
/•Who - television-: show 7(Channel 9, • indicated the new budget would be / 
-WTOP at 8 pim.). Chairman Louis .considerably less than the $6.5 mil-' 
Stokes; D-Ohio,;said yesterday 'Ray,'''-’ .

%now. serving a life term in Terines- 
i see’s Brushy Mountain State Peniten- 
jjtiary, has: informed the committee he
/wishes to talk..' ^4

- g? Previously,:Ray said in a letter to: 
/this. reporter; that he was willing to 
"testify beforethe- paneL Ray has 
»never testified in court because of his

. /guilty plea and hasnever permitted a- 
• public interview althougtrhe did sup
ply responses for a. bopkt by.William

j Bradford Huie. * -i
-Committee:sources;said yesterday 

they did riot know whether Ray would 
. be among :thet “live" witnesses pro- 
t duced byrthe :panel but .it is consid- 
/ered possible a, that , the . security . 
/ problemvbreated. by; a Rayi appear^ 

ance at .the House might cause the/ 
appearance to go unannounced, .^ ,^' 

.'. THE COMMITTEE already hail re-/ 
ceived the whole package of evidence 

.against Ray. from. Tennessee- author- 
. ItieSjZ including- the./rifle- that -was 

found near the scene of-King'sdeath. 
jin Memphis ihl^S;,^ ®^it: ri* fc

Yesterday Stokes said on the Pano
rama television show that, it is obvi- 

■ous to him Ray could not have 
traveled and lived as he did. prior to. 
the: assassination of ’King without 
some source of income. '-: ///,'. J// 
• Stokes said the Departmerit of Jus
tice task force in the King investiga-/ 
tion pointed up some-of the unan-/ 
swered questions about Ray’s role in 
the slaying, including the-, source of 
the money Ray spent in the one year,: 
one month and 15 days he was at 
large between his escape from a Mis
souri prison until his capture in Lon- 
don. y O

“Ray was in prison for seven 
years,” said Stokes. "The Justice De
partment report shows that he was in 
21 cities and six countries and that he 
had known expenses of $5,544. His 
only known source of income was ; 
$664 he earned in six weeks of work ; 
in Winnetka, Ill. Obviously a man 
can’t travel the way he traveled and 
use his life-style without some source 
of income. And neither the FBI nor 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police , 

• can trace him to any robbery or 
■ crime.” - :■■ /^ - ■ »>.. .....

Author George McMillan spent six 
years of research on Ray and his en
tire family and concluded that Ray 
could have earned about $7,000 while

he was in Jefferson City State Peni
tentiary,. Mo., before his escape and 
the murder of King. This money, 
McMillan says, was earned by selling 

.food, drugs and other contraband to 
/fellow prisoners, ।which Ray could 
have easily done because he worked 
in the prison commissary.

'■v
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lion Sprague originally sought for the 
first year of committee staff opera-.. >* 
tions; Sdme sources believe the com- s 
mittee will now be asked to? approve 
less than $3 million, 'a' 'practical, 
measure in the light of congressional: 
unrest about the huge original cost. '

Meanwhile, Stokes also said the 
committee.staff how has had access 
restored to FBI and Justice Departs 
ment files on the Kennedy-King 
cases. This was accomplished last. / 

•weekend-when Stokes and fellow 
committee members asked Atty. 
Gen. Griffin B. Bell to restore the ac-. 
cess that had been denied.at the re
quest of previous chairman; Rep? 

■ Henry B. Gonzalez, D-Tex., because 
of his running feud.with Sprague.

“I think that by March 31, we can 
demonstrate to the House--that the . 
committee ought1 to’,be reconsti- 

"tuted."’ Stokes said. -House’. Speaker 
Thomas P. O’Neill Jrt has said that 
the panel has to come up with some
thing fairly sensational' in order to 
win a House vote for continued exist
ence and refunding past the March 31 
cutoff date. Before the House vote, 
the request also must clear the House 
Rules and Administration. Commit; 
tees, y •

Stokes said he believes the com
mittee will pursue both the Kennedy 
and King qase?. There has been some 
speculation that the Kennedy case 
might be dropped in order to reduce 
both the cost and the opposition to 
continued Ihvestigatiori by the com-

-.mittee. - v
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Barily the- most secretive of men, he'’tf- to Philadelphia to attend Temple Univers-

^v-'-St^cC^'^T^tsc^
capable, when under attack, of operating. - ity, and has lived there fop his. entire pro/, 
in public to round up support'for his own . fessional career. •. • W^§; S?#/; 
^position.-For a quarter of'a century Mr. 4 / The members of the assassination cpri>-. 

/.'^^^t?^ Washington.."; Sprague has survived, the bruising, brawl-// mittee were impressed, with Mr.'Sprague 
Nixcne who has seen- Richard Ai ding' world 'of public life in Philadelphia/^?—so much so that he began to treat Con-’ 
■ague prosecute a murder case will ev-//where namecalling and mud-slinging a^ gress like a bunch of wide-eyed jurors.. 
forget the experience. In front of a jury,//virtually a form.of pop-art' :- '.;-.. :: ;?.■>?;.;■. Last fall, Mr. Sprague made the following; 
j short, homely man—his face reminds ‘/V All this mayprovide something of an -^ that have been plaguing him ev- - 
y vaguely of Jack Webb, star of- the old /-introduction- to the; recent; contretemps - ’er since? ; - ^ 3//^//^/^
••agnet’’ television series—Is one among within the House Assassinations Commit- ~ / • Clearly misreading the depth of Con-c 
Dions.His voice conveys power, cer-/-.tee. .Formed last fall .to investigate-the Egress’s commitment to the'assassination/ 

murders of John F. Kennedy and the Rev. / inquiry, Mr. Sprague asked for an annual 
Martiffi Luther JOng,. Jr., Ato^ of $6.5 million-far more'.than/
went out and hired Mr... Sprague as/toy- Congress had spent on the Nixon impeach-?- 
chief counsel and staff director. ' • -^ .^^ Watergate, or the investiga-
■ To most people, it was a logical choice, tions into the FBI and CIA Mr. Sprague
Mr. Sprague, after all, knows a’good deal.-.-described this as a “bare bones” (and; in;.

aty and moral, fervor. His cross-exami-' 
dons are riveting; His sense of drama is

No Ooe who has watched Mr. Sprague 
ircise power will ever forget the expe-
ince, .either? He likes the trappings.' In }

The members of the assassination com-

iiladelphia, .where he was first assistant -mere about the crime of murder .than.,Sone ease, “bare bottom”) budget and fan-., 
tic? attorney, he liked to. travel in an ’ roost congressmen and their staffs. Aird at "/.-plied he might quit if he didn't get what be 
fcial limousine,-which was chauffered '-Hrsti Mr. Sprague went about his job as if-v-needed. The committee, led by Represent-, 
one of Frank Rizzo’s policemen and < this was just an unusually big pair of _ < stive Henry B. Gonzalez (D., Texas), who, 

soften parked.illegally onthesidewali. /criminal cases for the superprosecutpr.
side Qty Halt^^"Ifs not the normal-type congressional in

was slated to be its chairman, approved
- the budget, without questioning .it But

While his nominal bossei Jhe district investigation when you investigate two mur<eG wken ^®^ “ thenewspa-
■ loiters." he told reporters when be-was . P^ ^rcongre^men began, to getnineys, were out giving speeches and j ; dera,” he-told reporters when he-was 

,uring out what office to run for next,"/'8worn in last October; “You cannot do it. 
-.Sprague for years made all the day-to- .5 against a deadline A homicide, investiga-" 
y decisions—oo who to hire 'and fire; -Z tion is an intensive job..i?< <kt?-£r-'->^ included in his budget-reqiiest a;
io to prosecute and who to let go. As a ^Tbe problem with-hfrr Sprague’s ap- 
tcial prosecutor assigned to Washington ■ proach was that the'converse is also true: 
unty. Pa.,, after the murder of United ‘ ft’s not a “normal-type” murder investiga- 
neworkers official Joseph A. Yablonski, " tion when you have to deal with Congress, 
ran up such a huge biU that county au- And tte. litie3 ^ ^ ^^3 
>nta wound up questioning his expen- —- ■
i. • --.,■ .''.....,..'.. / ,■..: .. .. :

Finally, no one who has ever fought 
th Mr. Sprague, will ever forget it Far 
ire than most men, Mr. Sprague divides 
* people he meets into two groups: 
ends and enemies. For the latter, all re- 
aints are off. For the public enemies he

great prosecutor—presence, command, 
voice, drama, ego—can be outright harm
ful to a congressional chief counsel. Con
gressmen are; not used to delegating the 
kind of power. Mr. Sprague is used to

leery- ^X/

/ ’tAgain misjudging;' Congresst.Mr.

;• variety of.: high-powered -investigative}; 
?< equipment—polygraphs, hidden-transmit-'’-

Aters, stress evaluators and recording de--• 
. vices. These are all no doubt common fare j 

ii, at the CIA, but not on Capitol HilL ::^V ■ 9 
7-?< . Leading liberals in Congress? such .as 
■-. Representative Don Edwards (D^ Calif.),?: 
>-chairman of the House subcommittee on •<•
' ■'civil- ahd".constitutional rights, took of-"- 
> feriseLIn the end, the.committee decided it-

'wielding. ■ • •; • -•;.,didn’t heed- the fancy gadgets, but the pub-:?
In fact} Congress is nof used to people ’ - lie controversy that had been engendered.- 

m . ^ Mr. Sprague at all. The usual chief / increased skepticism about the $5.5 mil- 7
SeToZ^enation^m^
vocates of capital punishment For his tion js a smooth, urbane diplomat He ,.hwll. : > ? —; > r
rsonal enemies in poUtics or govern- W™®4 tom a law school, like Sam.- • Apparently unaware that he . was . 
mt, there is the more prolonged ordeal Da3h’ tte Watergate counsel, or be may breaking all the rules of congressional ;
public controversy. ' ' r ' .emerge'from the old-boy network of Jus- protocol, Mr. Sprague walked into both the
Mr. Sprague does not rive in easily • - ^” Apartment and Kennedy family con- • Democratic and Republican caucuses last
d when fired, does not <»o quietly Ori tacb’ like John Boar, the Nixon impeach- September to tell other congressmen, too,
--------- -------------------------- -------- ------------meat investigation-counsel. Rarely before that his JS.5 million budget could not be 
n Mann reports on Congress from The---has anyone bad' a background like Mr.
u’s Washington Bureau. / -;. ., ;/ ? . Sprague,, who was bora in Baltimore, went

osecutes, there is the electric chair, Mr. L

cut Once he had done this, most of Capitol 
Hill was beginning to wonder who Mr..



• Sprague was and tow he had managed to 
’ acquire so much power. In the past, alter 
; all, at least in public, chief counsels had'

talked to..Congressmen only when spoken

’ ~« just before the end of the year. Mr. 
Sprague hurriedly. added several: staff

1 members to the committee payroll. He did 
so realizing that a busy Congress would, in

/ January, probably grant the assassina- 
< tions committee a temporary extension at 

whatever level of funding the committee
-.had reached in December Once again, the 
/ incident served to increase congressional.

mistrust of Mr. Sprague and his budget ; < 
> j.<By - early February,. : Congress was- 
. clearly disenchanted with the committee
it had only so recently: created. Instead of 

:-giving it another two years of.life; as it 
• was originally; supposed; to dp, .the. House 
/voted to give the investigation a tempo- 
;ray extension of two’months. During that 
• time; the committee was.supposed to or-'; 
: ganize itself, to adopt-procedures that

would allay the fears of civil libertarians^ 
■ and to come up with a new, more realistic 
: budget request
j^jlt was also clear from the House floor 
- debate that the committee was supposed, 
' to put to rest the growing uncertainty in 
- Congress' over Mr.’Sprague: The vote for a 
f two-month extension^ was hardly over- 
. whelming: 237 tol64. A substantial minor-' 
city apparently wanted to kill the probe aP 
/together.'-, izi ^?fei*? :'^?r A"-
^ With a large mouth and sad eyes. Hen/ 
: ry B. Gonzalez looks like the world's first

'" human beagle. His parents-came to Sari 
<' Antonio in 1911 after fleeing the Mexican

. revolution. Mrr-Gonzalez himself. once 
taught American 'citizenship: classes in .A

- San Antonio night schdoL
/; /And since coming to Congress in 1961
>Mr. Gonzalez has. pursued his notion of 
good citizenship..His voting record is lib/

..eral, but.he supported Lyndon Johnson on 

. Vietnam^ Representing a district that is 60 
; per cent Chicano, he served seven times as 
-j House delegate to the UJS.-Mexican Inter. 
; parliamentary Conference^ Most of all, be 
^accumulated seniority^waited inline to be
acommittee chairman, and pushed hispet: 

r project/a re-examinatiori of the Kennedy / 
/ 'murder? The assassination committee was 
; to big chance. ;.-<:; ^^
. -’: To Mr. Gonzalez, the events of early/ 
; February on the.House floor had a clear

message: Congress wanted the committee 
' to keep a closer watch on Mr. Sprague and 
/ to put the committee’s budget and fi

nances; in order. By .'traditional House 
rules, the responsibility for exerting con-

. trol on Mr. Sprague lay with the chairman .
• of the committee, s;?/ ■>/■ :' - • ^ : :
; Mr. Gonzalez began to demand that all 

committee expenses be cleared with him. 
He began scrutinizing salaries, staff lists, 
expense vouchers and phone calls. He be- 

< gan looking for ways to cut back on the 
committee staff, which was operating in

, excess of its allowable budget. „ . _

’ ' But Mr Gonzalez made serious errors 
of his own. Before seeking to exert control 

' over Mr. Sprague's staff and budget he 
failed to touch base with the House leader
ship. He also failed to obtain the support 
of the members of bis own committee— 
particularly the two subcommittee chair
men, Delegate Walter S. Fauntroy (D., 
D.C), who was directing the King investi- 

Cgation, and Representative Richardson 
.Preyer (D, N.C.), who was heading the 
"Kennedy investigation. -

Instead of taking action jointly with;
them, Mr. Gonzalez acted on his own. He probably exceeded anything Mr. Sprague ”, 
assumed that he was operating with the bad heard even in Philadelphia. •“When 

.approval of the House leadership, and he one' spies a rattlesnake at the door, one 
■'assumed that his corpmittee'would sup-*-.tioesrnot hesitate”.the chairman told re-

port him. Most of all, Mr. Gonzalez as- ’porters in one public session. In private, 
Assumed he could do as he wished.as chair-'^the-languageMr. Gonzalez’s staff applied 
;man ofthe committee..;' -‘- .-to Mr. Sprague was unprintable. ■ 
Mr. Gonzalez first sought to have some By now, the rest of Congress was begin- ■ 

. of the 73 members of Mr. Sprague’s staff ,'ning to squirm. And when Congress : 
.taken off the payrbll. Mr. Sprague—who . squirms, it begins to look, for a compro-" 

' .had run the committee without outside in- mise. Representative Jim Wright ■ ID.,.
terference for ’several months—balked.. . Texas), the House majority leader, was.' 

/ Gradually, he won the support of the rest.; assigned to see what could be worked out; 
; of the committee for: salary reductions Mr- Wright began- to suggest that fc : 
-’rather than layoffs.:? -' ■- •"’’ - Sprague be retained but forced to cut back: 

’•’’^ behind, closed doors, Mr? Gonzalez's bn his staff and to give up some of his
'b^xmrnmjittee voted against him. It power. But Mr. Gonzalez was having none 
i should- hav^ served as a warning to the of it; in the civics books? it says .that a con- -

chairmarik'i^didn’L Two days later, after gressional chairman gets his way. Accus- 
1 learning -trial Mr. Sprague was speaking “g the committee of usurping his “min- • 
'unkiridly^f-him to committee staff mem- isterial powers” as chairman, and calling 
.tersj''^ fired Mr. Sprague. Mr. Sprague an "unscrupulous scoundrel,” 
Again he'failed to obtain the support of Mr. Gonzalez submitted his resignation.. 
the leadership before taking action. And . Last week, Congress accepted it and 
again lie failed to win the support of his appointed a new chairman, Representa- 

' own committee. Mr. Sprague. promptly tive Lours Stokes (D., Ohio). And so, with 
■” turned around and won the approval of the the Gonzalez affair put to rest, matters re- 
- rest of the committee to remain on the . turned once again to where they were in 
j/job. ,- ? ? early February. No one knows for sure ;
? . This time the disagreement was out in how much of an investigation Congress is 
{. the open., Mr. Gonzalez waited for the /willing to support, no one knows for sure " 
/ House leadership to support him, but the what new information can be turned up ; 
f leadership held off front acting. Now iso- : about the Kennedy and King-cases. -M y 
Mated and humiliated, Mr? Gonzalez un- '' As Mr. Sprague said, it’s not a normal-^ 

1 teashed ; a : torrent.of namecalling that - type congress:onal ihvestigation.;v*^:^s
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A ' • o -• ... I "New House Assassinations Com-!
mittee Chairman Louis Stokes be

, # j 3 lieves he will be ready next week to1,
seek new authority and funding to ex-' 
tend the probe beyond the March 31 
expiration date.

. The committee, minus its former 
: chairman, Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez, 
D-Tex., received a detailed briefing 
from Chief Counsel Richard A.
Sprague yesterday. .

. . Sprague told the committee before
Stokes Vows to Seek i the press was excluded for most of 

I the session ■ that he has uncorrobo-Extension of Panel

4 By Jeremiah O’Leary
WashingtonStarStaff Writer

j rated evidence indicating other per
, sons may have known- in advance 

- , that John F. Kennedy and Martin Lu-
j ther King Jr. were going, to be mur
dered. '.. ... .. '..

Stokes, who! is black, = discounted 
speculation that the committee might 

; decide to concentrate on the King 
* slaying while setting the assassina- 
;,tion of Kennedy aside. ..> t

“THE BRIEFING 'WE received 
f points toward our pursuing both the 
.King and Kennedy cases with equal 
t fervor,” Stokes said..-. : - " << it? 
"He also-said he is not inclined to 
• hold. any. .public hearing on what 
i Sprague said behind closed doors in 
< yesterday ’s all-day session. He said 
i it would be better and more responsi- 
’ ble to have no public hearing than to 
lair uncorroborated information that 
: might hurt innocent people. ---------------  
,.'; Stokes-said he favors, seeking.au- 
t thorization and funds ^ probably 
beginning- next week —’-simply by 

stelling the House leadership of what 
direction the committee will take and 
how much money will be required to 

: do it, then going through the needed 
• steps to. bring the question to a floor 
yvote.
ri Rep. Richardson Preyer,' D-N.Ci, 
■ is in charge of the task force to calcu
late a new budget for the committee, 
.probably for one year of operations.. 
I The committee is expected to reduce 
i its request from the $6.5 million origi- 
'nally sought by Sprague to $2 million 
!to$3 million/

j r STOKES ALSO SAID a:committee 
'r group will meet Atty. Gen. Griffin 
s Bell tomorrow afternoon and ask him 
; to cancel the order that prevents 
■committee investigators from having 
‘access to Justice Department and 
j FBI files on the Kennedy and King 
• cases.
’ Sprague’s comment that the staff 
i has uncovered some new information 
may indicate that the committee in
tends to subpoena James Earl Ray to 
testify. Ray, who pleaded guilty to 

. shooting King, was sentenced to life 
in-prison but has never testified* in 
open court. He has recanted his-con- 
fession and is seeking a new trial.

'There have been reports that Ray 
wants to testify before the. House.

; committee even’though his testimony 
probably would be self-serving. " -
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By George Lardner Jr. , .-lowing the resignation of Rep. Henry eluded that Lee Harvey Oswald, act-
• w»nua<ton p<»t stm writer/ ' I- y B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.), who had tried to ing alone, killed the President. Simi-

■ The chief counsel of the House As-' fire' Sprague' for-alleged mismanage-, Jarly, the FBI concluded that James 
i sassinations Committee said yesterday J ment . and; insubordination, the com- -Earl Ray, now serving a 99-year prison •,. 

he has “athered - uncorroborated’ '"miftee-met formally yesterday for the 'term, was King’s Ione assassin,.al- 
. “informatiJd’suggesting a conspiracy -r'^st time under its new chairman,,, though a Justice Department task- 
in the murdersof both President Ken--- ;Bep,Iotus Stokes (D-Ohio).. *^^..., ;force, recently . conceded that - the a 

' nedy and' the Rev; ’ Martin lLuther- ^ more we®5® to wln sources of Ra/siDoney ’still remain,a ~
■ King Jr • ? . ’ : ;.iv- tv i ^a new charter from the-House.and mystery today/?,-^ ’ ■'.

Struggling-to^keep- their- investiga-?]^6^ off extinction Speaker Thomas -^ After Sprague’s brief public presen-';
■ tion alivei^committee members con- .'P- ^ip) . O’Neill Jr. (D-Mass.1 and .station, the.committee voted 8 to 2 to 
}’ vened yesterday in secret session for ^f^J10^ le,a(de” have^predicted - go into secret session Dissenting were 
•''a briefin'® tom. chier counsel Richaf&-^E1^.^* ““^tteew^^ not ■-l.Reps..Charles Thone (R-Neo.) and Ha^ . 
Ka. SprogSeTn^tts aides o“^^^ Ma^ 31- unless it/ rold E. Ford (D-Tenut;;-

ress of the inquiry so far • ' .: <. can/produce;some-striking.new evi- . //Sprague mentionedno names, not /
' In a aQrt'tement^efore^e^?^^’;0«^ ‘h“e of, ^f^or Ray but it A

- press and public were excluded Spra,;';'^oniet,UIlg of ^sensational nature.” - seemed clear that the “others” he had-? 
. ? gue told the committee that the infor. Se^“ Commission^ which in- .Pin mind were in addition to those two

’ mation compiled to date -was».kbleridl^£stlg^ Kennedy assasst-:. . men. He also told the committee that y
I of reports-from ^witnesses who have-?' nation with the resources of the FBI -'there was some information indicating 
!• advised us directly that they have rel- fSan^otherfgdvbrnment agencies, con- ij/ythat/Lsomk, unidentified_individuals , 

j.evant information?1 and hearsay 'about' 
/“witnesses; whom-we-have. been told .- 
/have information.”,"; /• ■ *??.'■
£ As a resuip.ti^aWd'hf;Straight-' 
* face understatement; “We* have been ■ 
’ unable to do what I would consider a 
! thorough check of the information we ;

'-^and'Other-government agencies, con- yv

i have been advised of." v
? ; 'That said, the ’former Philadelphia 

f prosecutor continued, “The- sum total 
? of the information would be in the ha- 
; ture of evidence indicating that others 
? may have had knowledge of or partici- 
bpated in arranging the. assassinations; 
t.of Dr: Kingand PremdentKennedy.” 
fe Spragud did-not>.elaborhter but iti 
j; seemed likely - that much of the.infor-l 
‘/mation originated-with, the ■.many.?: 
£ books and articles . written'in recent.;, 
4 years in attempts; to; debunk thd .offi-”: 
£-'cial findings thatrthere was ho; credit 
jble evidence"of a "conspiracy in~^iyiiei*'/ 
5-.murder. -The/committee's-^ 
£ staff has been,bogged down by* contra 
?versy in recentrweeks, 'cut~,bff;friomt~ 

.classified _.rai£files .’^ \tq?
^travel or evep -.make^IoSg-distance1?

. tphone caHs.-'-^—-k^^-~k;^
;y - Trying to regain its,mofflentutflbl?

’■ knew in advance, that the-Kennedy as- 
‘:'sassinatipn ^hyas abouttq-occur” - >
<-./>, Most of. yesterday’s: -session, how^ 
'ever, was spent-on the-King murder? 
'; At .a-lunch-hour- briefing, Stokes told 
^reporters that-the? committee; was 
/moving with deliberate-,caution^ but 
: he said there was “a very, good pdssi- 
ability that , some- witnesses" may be 
called . to. ay public hearing -before

; March. 31 Ln an-efforf. to-' demonstrate • 
■ the need for. .continuing the. Inquiry.5!?
: ; /The. new' chairman - would not. dis? 
?cuss the-witnesses who might' testify? 
but -other sources said two under con- 

trideration are^.Ray’s'.brother, Jerry< 
Sand former Memphis/'police.detective..? 
( Edward, Ei 'Redditt,' ;one. of two black? 
iplainclothesmen.-', assigned? to ,- keep,-, 
t King; uhdeir surveillance .before the>
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Conspiracies fintediiKing, 'JFK deaths
. • Washington (AP)—The House Assassi- ,.dy assassination] before it occurred.” He Memphis in 1968. The most recent such 

nations Committee’s chief investigator gave no further details. " ‘ - -; - ; ••. finding in the King case was a report by 
said yesterday there b “uncorroborated" All previous official inquiries have re- the Justice Department . ’
evidence of conspiracies in the murderS* of ported no evidence to show that the slay- Despite conflict with the previously 
President John F, Kennedy and Dr. Martin ing ot Kennedy in Dallas in 1963 resulted published conclusions, Mr. Stokes said Mr. 
Luther King, Jr. -^ ‘ '•.•, from a plot, or that James Earl Ray had . Sprague’s report was “not an effort to sen-
" . But as the panel met for briefings be- ^accomplices in the :shooting of King in sationalize.” ., ,

: hind closed doors, the committee chair- •" 
man, Representative Louis Stokes (D., 

. Ohio), would say only that the information 
_was “highly speculative," and that it was 

• "tod early to know whether it could be veri?
< fied or where it might lead; /Ssct-^ ^ 
2 *;He* said the*- committee; which still ■ 

must prove to the House that its proposed 
■ inquiries into the two assassinations are 

• jus tified, faces the task of sifting, through 
“many leads” that already have come to 

; it, and must regain access to FBI and oth,- 
/ er government agency files/; /.S'-^ i'j- 
C’-lTbe committee and its staff have] “no 
: preconceived notions,” Mr,:. Stokes, said,, 

but are “proceeding from ground zero" in
; probing'anew the Kennedy and King as-; 
?sassinati6ns.'V^*i^*^r>^ 
’; ■ “We hope to present credible evidence 
■ to Congress, so we don’t come out with a-. 
> smoking gun that is not corroborated and 
' not credible,” he said^th^;*.):-.^ 
“.. As the panel convened, the staff direc- 
] tor, Richard A. Sprague, said he had un- 
i corroborated evidence “indicating that 
■ others may have had knowledge of or par- 
; ticipated; in the . assassination”; of King,'? 
Land,that.“there/.was.prior.knowledge on 
f the part of some individuals of I the Kenne-
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'Sprague; Staff Has ‘Conspiracy’ Leads
: By George Lardner Jr, • lowing the resignation of Rep. Henry : ; eluded thaV Lee Harvey Oswald, act-i!;,knew in advance th^ the Kennedy as

•»<

By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Smrr Writer ’ B. Gonzalez (D-Tcx.), who had tried to ' ing aldne^ killed the President. Siini-‘/j 

fire Sprague for alleged mismanage-- larly.the FBI concluded that James'*The chief counsel of the House As- .
siwInatioiK Committee vest err!ment and insubordination, the com- ' Earl Ray, now serving a 99-year prison', 

uncorroborated mittee met formally yesterday for the . term, was King's lone assassin,1 al- ■
first time under its new chairman, though a Justice Department task 
Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio). c. . : | . force • recently conceded ■ that the

‘ ' It has only three more weeks to win

he has gathered

; ;sassination “was abdut to occur.”,.
Most of jpsterdiw’s session, how* 

' ever,Was spent on [the King murder. : 
; At a lunch-hoUr bribing, Stokes told ; 

reporters that th^ committee was 
moving with deliberate caution, but

“information” suggesting a conspiracy 
In the murders of both President Ken
nedy and the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. • . a- new charter from the House and; : mystery today.” - , . - :' ' bility that . softie witnesses”

Struggling to keep their investiga- ' head off extinction. Speaker Thomas S After Sprague’s brief public pre'seri- \ called to a.' publi<i>: hearing 
tion alive,'committee members con-/1- ^ O’Neill Jr. (D-MaSs.) and Station,'the committee vofed 8 to 2 to' March 31 in ah effect to demonstrate: 

other House leaders have predicted $ go into secret session. Dissenting were The need for* conlintiiing the inquiry. 
That the committee will probably not-Tj Reps. Charles Thone (R-Neb.) and Ha- ' . The new'fclialrmih would not dis- • 
be continued past March 31 unless it <T-rold E<Fofd (D*Ten^ • • • ■• - cuss the withgSseS |ho mightTestify, •

. can produce some striking new evi- \ Sprague mentioned no names, not . but other sources s^id two under con- 
• dence or, in O’Neill’s? words, c,; even those of Oswald or Ray, but it to Ra^ brother, Jerry,

seemed clear that the “others” hd had r/and former Memphis police detective J . 
’ ' ’ ■ ’ ‘ 'Edward E. kedditt^pne of two.black

plainclothesrtitn aligned to keep ■ ■ ‘ 
King under: surveillance before the < 
1968 murd&t j'

sources of Ray’s money “still remain a >, he said there was "a very good possi
bility that . softie witnesses” may be 

! before
lion alive,'committee members con-
vened yesterday in secret'session for 
a briefing from chief counsel Richard

: A. Sprague and his aides on the prog
ress of the inquiry so far.

In a short statement before the 
press and public were excluded, Spra
gue told the committee that the infor
mation compiled to date was a blend ■ 
of reports from “witnesses who have 
advised us directly that they have rel
evant information” and hearsay about 
“witnesses whom we have been told 
have information.”

As a result, he added in straight

. “something of a sensational,nature.” 
The Warren Commission, .which in-.

vestigated the 1963 Kennedy assassi
nation with the resources.of the FBI - 
and other government agencies, con- •

in'mind were in addition to those two
men. He also told the committee that 
there was some information indicating 
that J;Somdj7 Unidentified individuals

face understatement, “We have been 
tinable to do what I would consider a 
thorough check of the information we 
have been advised of.”

Tliat said, the former Philadelphia 
prosecutor continued, “The sum total 
of the information would be in the na
ture of evidence indicating that others 
may have had knowledge of or partici
pated in arranging the assassinations 
of Dr. King and President Kennedy.”

Sprague did not elaborate, but it 
seemed likely that much of the infor
mation originated with the many 
books and articles written in recent 
years in attempts to debunk the. offi
cial findings that there was no credi
ble evidence of a conspiracy in either 
murder. The committee’s 73 membcr 
tall has been bogged down by contro
versy in recent weeks, but off from 
classified FBI files and unable to 
travel or even make longdistance; 
phone calls.

Senate y .>
Meets at 9:45 a.nt. on public Wlii."1.

Activities ^d^ in tii&Sena^
Committees:
Agriculture and Forestry—9 i.m. Open. Extend ^

•< an<j amand the Agriculture end Consumer Protec- *'
tion Act of 1973 with relation to peanuts—322 Rus
sell Office Building.

Appropriations Subcommiltee on Agriculture — 
1:30 p.m. Open. FY 78 appropriations; R.M. Davis- . 
Soil Conservation Service; Richard Aldrich-Coopera- . 
five State Research Service, David Hamll-Rural 
Electrification Administration—1114 Dirksen Office • 
Building. • ;

Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense—10 a.m. 
Closed. Navy procurement; Rear Adm. W.H. Row- 
den-DOD—1223 DOB.

Appropriations Subcommiltee on Foreign Opera
tions— 10 a.m. Open. FY 78 appropriations; Sam 

' Brown-Peace Corps, William Dyal Jr.-tnateramerl- 
can Foundation—1318 DOB.

Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior-Relat
ed Agencies—9:30 a.m. Open. FY 78 appropria
tions; Vincent McKelvey-Geological Survey—1114

Appropriations Subcommittee . on Treasure, Post,
al Service—2 ,p,m.. 0pen. FY 78 appropriations;
Frank Horton-CoMm. on Fed Papal’/Work,% Banja-'- 

py tnin Burton-Postmaster General—1224 DOB;-/- 
Armed SerVices' Subcommlttee on Research and* 

iyDeveioomenl^lO a.m. Closed. FY 78 authorization1 
A request for Navy hulls *& propulsion; 1 H. Tyle^ 
'.Marcb-Nav^'rid, Vice Adm. ,P.B. Armstrong-Offc-• 

of Chief of Naval Operations, Brig; Gen; S,G. Olm-;
. stead^Arine7<orps-*-224 ROB '

S Armed; Service#AJubcommlHea bn Tactical Air-
power—?; a.m;? 'Closed. ■ joint USAF-Navy . alr-alr 
missiles?-Lt., Gen. Alton. Star-Deo. Chief; of? Staff- 
.-RAD, Rear; Adm; Robert C. Mcndevllle-alr warfare,

.//Rear Adm; E.R. Seymour-naval air. systems—212 
,RO8. • • ■ ; . 'A - .’ ^

Banking; Housing and /Urban Affairs—10 a.m. 
Open- Condition of banking system; Arthur Burns, 

.-Fed Reserve, Robert F. Keller-Dep. of Comptrok 
J General—5302 DOB. > '

Budget—10 aA Open. Welfare budget Issues and 
• Welfare reform; • Robert Harris, Urban Institute, 
• John .Palmer, Brookings Inst., John Dempsey-Mich. 

Dept; of Social Services—357 ROB; <
? ‘ Commerce ' Science ' and Transportation—10-30 
';,a.m.' Open. Business meeting—5110 DOB.

guest; Markus Rofcdin* end Lee Bosslck—Nuclear
Regulatory Commission—4210 DOB, . /aC - ^ i ./

-ju-. Finance—9:30 J.m. Operf^ Nomination ’of Arabella 
} ^Martinet to be asst secy, ftr human dev. In HEW;

. ? .to be followed by hearintiiyon fax cut.bill. 10, a.m.
2721 DOB. ' ''is-
Foreign Relations Subcommittee on Foreign As

sistance—11 a.m. Open, international financial In
stitutions; CharIN: Coopeoand Sidney ^Wlenfraub- 

• LBJ .School-of Public AH^frs-Univ. of Tex.i•’Jamea 
k 3 Grant-Overseas ,!pev.- Codlftlb'= HaHan/ Cleveland-.

* New OlrecHons-U221 DOB(1£y - r
t Human Resource!—10 dim. Open; Ndmlnatldn of , 

Arabella Martinet loi'beW. secy; of 'HEWM232 • > 
5tDOB.

Human Resource! Subcommittee on Health and
Scientific Research-M0 a.# Open. FDA monitoring » 
of biomedical research; Sherwin Gardner-FDA, J. ’ 
Richard Crout-Buriau of jprugs, Joseph P. Hile-

Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor-HEW—2:30 -
p.m. Ooen. Mark uo economic stimulus package ... Commerce, Science and Transportation . Subcfate 
__j 128 Capitol X 1 an rnmmtfniratSofii—0 n m Gn^n Riiilneci moniinn

Appropriations Subcommittee on Military’- Co* 
struction—W-a.m. Ooen. FY 78 appropriations tor 
Air Force, Air Reserve and Air Guard; witness

bn Communications—2 p.m. Open. Business meeting 
—5110 DOB. ‘ ;

. ; ■ By James K. W. Atherton—The Washlngtoi

Chief cdunsel Richard A. Sprague chats with new chairman Rep. Louis Stol

/ Appropriations—2 v p.m. Open. For Operations
Si Subc. Cent, on aid. H-308 Cap.. 1 •

. Appropriations—T P.m. Closed. Defense Subc. on
Jpec. Activities; Air Force. H-Wcap.

A Appropriations—1 p.m. Open. Agri. Subc. on Farm- 
* ers Home Admin.-2362'Rayburn House Office Bldg.

Appropriations—1 p.m. Open. Interior Subc. on 
Natl. Park Serv. B-308 RHOB.

. Appropriations—2 P.m. Open. pub. Works Subc. 
on Nuclear'Res, & Application. 2342 RHOB.

', Appropriations—2 p.m. Open. State Justice. Comm.. 
&A Judiciary Subc. on Patent & Trademark Office.
rH 130 cap. ‘ •

_ Appropriations—2 p;m. . Open. Transport.
* Cont. on Fed. Railway Admin. 2358 RHOB.

Anfted Services—10 e.m. Open. Cent, on 
to Budget Comte. 21.18 RHOB.
' Banking, Finance & Urban Affairs—10 a.m 
Consumer Aft. Subc. Cont bn HR 29, Debt

Subc. 
report- 

, Open. 
Collec-

d International Relations—9:30 a.m.. Oneru I 
by Clark Clifford, spec.. pres, emt* - c

^ .trip to Cyprus, Greece, A Tufkey. 2
? International Relations—2 p.m. C 
. Pacific Aff. Subc. on FY '78 foreiw.

.OE
ASi 

eld

list unavailable—S 146 Cao.
Appropriations Subcommittee on Public Works— ;

2 p.m. Open. Bureau of Reclamation FY 78 appro 
printions; witness list unavailable—$ 124 Cap.

Appropriations Subcommittee on Treasury, Post-.
al Service—10 a.m. Open. FY 78 appropriations?

. ■ Enr.rgv and Natural Resources—10 a.m. Open. 
Ndmlnallcns for Interior Dept, positions;-GW Mar
ti. to b- asM: secy, and Robert Herbst to- be asst, 

^••cy.—3110 DOB,-’A ; : ?
'Ai energy- end • Natural. Resources—2. p.m ' Open- 

Mark up S 36-drought bill and S 925-ERDA aulho- 
;-.r,iz.-itldh-3110 DOB,- '

- ’ cit'’ifpnmi'nf and Budget Works—9:45 a.nr Open ■KV 7t Mltrln* Dnnol.lAr;, rA^.i.»t' t„.j'—/_.

associate .commissioner Mfc compliance—2228 DOB.
Judiciary—2 p;m« OpeM# Committee reorganiza

tion— room to be announced.'/. •
Select Committee on Small Business—9 a.m.— 

Open. Product liability; ;James GHIlceAmerlcan 
Mutual Insurance ; Alliance of Washington, John 
Hunter Jr.-HU[M24 ROB.W1

Select Committee on Intelligence Budget Autho
rization Subcmte—10 a.m,. [fend 2 p.m. Closed FY 
78 Intelligence budget foitzdr Force. and . Navy; 
Charles Cook-USAf*, Adm.l Donald Harley-Navy—S 
407 Cap., •. • . • • .i“>.,--
Sr/ . ■ ' [ A House*'■ 
^/Meefs al 11 aA; -iF’-
■) Committees: , h -i, ■ 
:-r Agriculture—10 ini. Otip. On 
'Committee. 1301 Loniworlnl House 
- : Appropriations—9:30 a.rhu Open.

rcport to BudSct 
Office Bldp.

On supplemental

tlon Practices Act. Pub. wit. 2128 RHOB.
Budget—10 a.m; Open. Nafl. • security task force 

on fed. budget & budget process. Dept. 285. 210 
Cannon House Office Bldg.

Budget—9 a.m. Open, commun. & physical res. 
task force. On costs of new energy proposals. FEA 
Admin. O'Leary. 311 CHOB.

Education & Labor—9:30 a.m. Open. Elem., 
Secondary & Voc. Edu. Subc. .Conf, on HR 1139, 
Natl. School Lunch Act amend. Pub. wit. 2175 

.RHOB. 'Education & Labor—10 a.m. Open. Labor-Manaae. 
Rei. Subc. Cont. hrngs. on HR 3500, common 

. ?:Sltus picketing. Pub. wit. 2261 RHOB.
* .Government Operations—9:30 a.m. Oben. Environ., 

’Energy & Natural Res. Subc. Cont. hrngs. on 
■ ? radioactive waste disposal costs. 2203 RHOB.

■ House. Administration—9 a.m. Open. Election
Panel, Contested election: Saunders v/ Kelly. H- . 
328 Cep.Interior—9:45 a.m. Ooen. Sn^c. Invest. Subc. on

Dept. wit. 2255 RHOB. 
v Commerce—10 a.m. Open. Oversight & I 
; Subc. Cont. hrngs. on FPC. 2325 RHO0. . ’

Commerce—10 a.m. Open. Consumer Prott 
Finance Subc. Cont. on HR, 3816, FTC act a 
2322 RHOB. ; ' . .

Commerce—10 a.m. Open. Health &; Ei 
Subc. Cont. on HR 4151, Clean Air'Act « 

• 2123 RHOB. . ■ : ,
t V ^Judiciary—to am. Open. Monopolies & X 
t Law Subc. on HR 3685, add'L fed. |udg< 
'Atty. Gen. Bell. 2141 RHOB.

Judiciary—10 am. Open. Crts., Civ. Lib. A / 
• of Justice Subc. Cont. markup HR 3719, 

Serv Corp. auth. 2226 RHOB.
Merchant Marine A Fisheries—10 a.m. 

Coast Guard A Navigation Subc, Cont hrh' 
comp, cil pollution A liability legis,; Dept 
1334 LHOO.

Rules—10:30 a.m. Open. HR 1746, halt Imp 
/Rhodesian chrome. H-313 Cap.
. Science & Technology—9:30 a.m. Open. Fo 

a A Nuclear Energy Res.. Develop. A Demo.
Cont. markup ERDA auth. 2318 RHOB.

Science A Technology—2 p.m. Open. Ei 
A Atmos. Subc. Cont. on cP A A ERDA 
markup. 2325 RHOB.

Science A Technology—2 p.m. Open. Adv. I 
• Tech. A Energy Res. Develop. A Demo. 

Cont. on ERDA auth. Markup. 2318 RHOB.
Standards of Conduct—1 p.m. Open. Pendint 

r.CSS, 2\-0 RHOB.
.Veterans Affairs—9 a.m. Open. Pending; bu 

' 334 CH* 3. ' - ’
W?y$ & Means—10 a.m. Onen. On raro
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^ssassihath^Uhit^ Cha irman\
By George Lardner Jr , * M
Washington Post Staff Writer ,j

.. The House Assassinations Conimit- 
' fee got a new chairman yesterday af

ter the resignation of Rep. Henry B. 
Gonzalez (DTex.) was accepted ph the y 
House floor by a vote of 296 to 100.

Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) O’Neill Jr. 
(D-Mass.) named Rep. Louis Stokes (D- 
Ohio) to preside over the uncertain in- ?; 
quiry, which will go out of business r 

- March 31 unless the House votes.: to 
continue it. ■ ■

Stokes took heart in the top-heavy 
vote to accept Gonzalez’• resignation, 
which he said he felt Was “in some, 

i ways a barometer of the feelings pf !
the House” about the investigation, ^ 

, but others saw no connection. House > *
Majority Leader Jim Wright (D-Tex.) 
emphasized in a floor speech that 
Gonzalez no longer wanted any part 
of the committee and hoped, the 
House would simply accept .his resig
nation without a fuss.' ' ; i

“The fight is still uphill,” Wright . 
told reporters later of the committee’s 
struggle to stay alive. “The chances . . 
for survival are somewhat unlikely.” ( -

Others privately said they saw 
Stokes’appointment as a sign of hope , 

' only for the investigation of the mur
der of the Rev. Martin Luther King

I

k 
t

United Press International

j ship is that it’s just one glorious ex-
i tension of the Boston political ward 
L system,” Gonzalez said.]
[ . Several committee members had < 
; hoped the speaker would appoint Rep. 
i Richardson Preyer (D-N.C.), the rank- 
; ing Democrat, as the new chairman, 
' but O’Neill said he wanted Preyer as 

chairman of the about-to-be-created
\ House ethics committee.
r Preyer, for his part, had urged ap

pointment of someone not now on the
' committee, but O’Neilll said he de-
• cided on Stokes, the next-ranking •
', Democrat, because “I just feel those

, on the committee are more knowl
edgeable” about the inquiry.

,j Yesterday’s roll-call vote was de
manded by Rep. Robert E. Bauman

' (R-Md.l, an early critic of the investi-
• gation, who said the House should 

p ■ first have an opportunity to discuss 
£ * the charges of mismanagement and

Jr. The Cleveland Democrat is one of
the four members of the Congres- Rep. Stokes: “Absolutely essential that the original intent.. . be carried forth.”

insubordination which Gonzalez had 
leveled against Sprague.

The debate, however, lasted only a 
• few minutes, and consisted largely of 

attacks on the press by members of 
the Assassinations Committee. Rep. 
Stuart B. McKinney (R-Conn.) charged 
that the media had created the 
“erroneous” impression that the com
mittee was in disarray when everyone 
—except Gonzalez—was “very firmly 
together.”

The immediate upshot was to leave 
Sprague firmly ensconced as chief 
counsel and staff director with the 
committee’s unanimous support At a 
closed meeting in Stokes’ office yes-

' : sional Black Caucus appointed to the ' „ ( i
12-member committee last September he ran into resistance - from chief ^ -his former colleagues Oh the commit-

A. Sprague, and was ’ tee for refusing to back his efforts to
Stokes, however, said he thinks il thrcommttte^h^^ \ t t terdaX afternoon, sources said, com-

“absolutely essential that the original £he committee when he tHed to fire . [Even if all those guys from top to nuttee members demonstrated their
intent of the committee be carried SprfgTUte‘ k u J
forth” to investigate the assassina- O’Neill had, initially said hewould wouldn’t touch them wfth a 15-foot 
tionsof both President Kennedy and ™t submit Gonzalez’ resignation to z pole," said Gonzalez. “They sold me 
of King. He said in a short press con- the House until he. first had a chance
icrcnce that the committee may re- to try to. dissuade him, but ONeiH

> lease some sort of preliminary report said yesterday that a 1 his efforts to 
- - - contact the ailing chairman had been; on the evidence gathered thus far in< 

hopes of generating sufficient sup
port. ■? :

Gonzalez lasted as chairman little, 
more than a month. Appointed Feb. 2,

futile. Gonzalez has been recovering 
from the flu in his San Antonio home.

[In San Antonio, Gonzalez de
nounced ^the House leadership and s

down the river.”
[Gonzalez, speaking on a talk show 

on radio station WOAI, said he quit 
■ the assassination committee because 
it had become a “ridiculous charade.” i 
He also aimed some of his fire at

backing by giving Sprague authority 
to fire Kenneth Brooten, whom Gon
zalez had designated to replace 
Sprague, and Edythe Baish, a staffer 
who had supplied Gonzalez with re
ports on Sprague’s activities.

Sprague reportedly told the com
mittee that he ordered both Brooten 
and Baish to report to work yesterday

speaker O’Neill. “Old Tip is a fine - morning and that they had failed to 
guy, but his .concept of the speaker-' do so.do so.



Prior Knowledge of Assassinations? - •

T> VtthinjtM Star Staff Writer'

details from Sprague. ., C___ r__ ------ — U1S. „ail
‘ ^ .Stokes asked Sprague to giVe the 'Commission in the Kennedy case?' ; 
'v??!“?e some idea otthe nature of ^ Rep^.-John . Anderson,; R-Ill., in- 

^ “ he had a£ ^ ’ ' "
R.01“ted subcommittees* for; the *’ „ -------------

l/wf®®  ̂*>and Kingtslayings.^*The * °^ James Earl Ray?" <><, i^-;,, 
£t£S?SWed £^ *i«a£dson ^ Spr^ Ray is
sS^Kl^d;the Kennedy '’“Wservin^a We term in a Tennes-

SS^ ^W® Some New Evidence

. S!,0»D Committee have information Rep. Sam Devine, R-Ohio a?kf>d ' Sa? a ,new trial and report
- Sai PpTy6??^ knew beforehand - Sprague whether the information -r®^ '8.*133®10 testify for the House* 
n^ w e-^ F. Kennedy and gathered by the Sprague sWk nf« C°?“^^^
onJrit^t^1? ^ej ^‘n? Jr. were or a rehash of what was presented to ’rMSiT6 v » the panel he is now - 

^.e ^ iad*- Chief Counsel the Warren Commission . f®.ady toaskfor subpoenasforcer--
R^fc3^ A'Sprague said today. ■' c - fain witnesses-whom he did not pub-•;
-The committee, under its new : Sprague replied, “The information “cIy identify. Hasaid he is also ready 
-.aairman.Rep.Louis Stokes, D- woy . e,new in some instances and to resume the. investigation and to 
unio, immediately voted to exclude Additional information in others such s®nd people to interview: numbers of 
§r®s^“d public .before hearing the as “formation that was available but witnesses to see whether information 
details frnm c—--------- A e - was not-presented to the Warren “S^staff has received can be proved 

ik- rz-or disproved. . '
ssS?SsSESj=j 

James tan Rav. . bers of the staff known to be loyal to
Gonzalez, 

dismissal were mailed to -
.^auntroy to head the King group v 4 8“!&to “e slaying of the civH rights 1fh and Kenneth Brooten;

ered- to date. ^
3 to;dn a thorough^check '

«i-i?

SeePROBE’A-Il' 
^siS;4a«ai,^US

^Otanat^  ̂
^/T>b0R^ disproved*W 

sum total of the infdma? 
"S1® “^““ders would be in the* 
'a??^®'”0" e^ence:;mdicating;to 
MJ^'a* toaX have $^ knowledge or 
^SSSwr v“ ^ assassination^ of 
iSSS&SSKf^J^W

■someadinduals.^n'-'.-, ' -; <‘i

^sp.^pWS;wjrmation may be’ 
crucial , to . the continued life or the 
assassination committee; which; has; 
been-paralyzed by-a feud between 
Be?^e an 1*5?: /®rm^r chairman, -■ 
RPP> Henry B. Gonzalez, D-Tex. The 
end S .fundin? spires at the 
rnm™LM Ch “^ It ZS thought the : 
c,°^mttee must demonstrate it has 
AA«t«Sa«;».^.SAgife;  ̂,/- ,^^

;.. ; Continued From A-l 
f 'action came yesterday after
Ino™ shortly after^e House - voted- 
'296-100 to.accept Gonzalez .resigna 
'tion as chairman. Gonzalez had been 
feuding with Sprague. .-- '...Baish, 55, acknowledged last week ■
that she was the spy on.,toe stair . 
who supplied Gonzalez ^th,seven 
typewritten , reports of what sne 
called ','Sprague PeP;raJlieLfa c.
daily telephone reports of staff ac 
tmtles. Baish saich she acted out of 
lovalty'to Gonzalez,. for whom. she. 
had worked part-time for 4>4 years; .

Brooten/a Florida attorney, had 
been a senior counsel on Sprague s 

1 staff but ‘ associated himself with 
•Gonzalez’ 'viewpoint as to'how the I

teMieh « "3” 
three months, by House Speaker t 
Thomas P. O'Neill. 0 Neill namedi 
Stokes after the House ^^1 
out notice to accept Gonzalez ,resig j 
nation yesterday. .
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■ Assassination panelJ^ 
to haver new chairman ^

<v- ’.s .^ r un Washington : 
- The House Tuesday accepted , < 

the resignation of Rep^Henry . 4
• Gonzales (O)of.Texas as chair- 'y 

7 man of its troubled Committee on <. 
> Assassinations, and Houses ft ^K 7 

Speaker .Thomas O'Neill said he '2^ 
> would name Rep. Louis Stokes , _, 

. (D), Ohio’as new chairman;’".4' ' ^
The vote to accept Mr Gonza-’ ?'^ 

lez‘ resignation was 296 toTOO.;^^ 
He submitted his resignation ’-■3?^ 

- March-1 after.trying unsuccess- ? $1? 
fully to fire Richard Sprague as-'“^ 
chief counsel of the committee

' The panel, formed last September ’ P 
to investigate the assassinations -< J 

' o{ President Kennedy and-Martirr ::
Luther King Jr., has been torrid / -. r 
with internal problems which were -*• 

. brought.to a head by the Gon?- ;^ 
; za!es-<5prague feud,H:4.ifl;^



G m^ Rgsignation Is Accepted
WASHINGTON, March 1 (AP)—The 

House accepted today, , by a vote of 296 
to 100, the resignation of Representative 
Henry B. Gonzale?, Democrat of Texas, 
as chairman of the ‘ assassinations com
mittee despite an .objection that it first 
should discussihis charges against Rich
ard A. Sprague, the committee’s, chief 
counsel. . ■

Representative:’ Robert /E. ' Bauman, 
| Republican of Maryland, objected to put
ting the resignation to a vote, saying 
there first should be a hill discussion of 
Mr. Gonzalez’s charges that Mr. Sprague 
refused to cut costs as the’chairman had 
ordered.

tmue the investigation of the assassina
tions of President Kennedy and the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. .

Representative Thomas P. O'NelH Jr. 
of Massachusetts, the House Speaker, 
said before asking the members to vote 
on Mr._ Gonzalez’s resignation that he 
would name Representative Louis Stokes, 
Democrat of Ohio, as chairman of the 
committee. . . . .

But House leaders forced the resigna
tion question; to- a vote, with Representa
tive Jim- Wright of Texas; the majority 
leader, telling the members that the only 

: issue-at the moment was whether to ac
. cept the chairman's'resignation.
: Representative’ John B. Anderson, 
■ Republican;of.Illinois, told Mn Bauman 
l that the time for discussing 
-zalez’s '

Mr. Stokes already is a member of the 
committee.. Its investigation has-been 
blocked-by a bitter dispute between. Mr. 
Gonzalez and Mr. Sprague.

Mr. O'Neill: held off more than a week 
after Mr. Gonzalez submitted his resigna
tion. The-Speaker had hoped the dispute 
could be resolved with .the Texas Demo
crat, remaining as chairman of the com
mittee.,.; . . . : . .. ’

- However, Mr. O’Neill finally gave'up 
'.that effort, and said, he woiild. accede to 
Mr. Gonzalez’s desire to resign from the 
committee...., ; / . • . ■ 7 ■.

Tha acting chairman and. the chief
>kj2,VOr ^i058'1^ Mr' Gon" cbuhsel of the committee say they oppose 
^ “ ^Sl 4 Sp*ue calling James Earl, Ray, Dr. kKS 

the Hm?«Sha"'? ’3” ^a “*" ™M victed murderer, for quick heufti : ^.e House .has. tp . decide whether tp coq.- the.1968 assassination'of Dr. Kingi
would be at the’end of the month,

igs on



iJ^p MRI

xbpruf^ tor Sot backs.
EyjSeorge tardier Je.

’ ’2/ .WasHIntlon tost Staff Writer^ '’/j^
The chief; counsel of the House Xs-yk ; 

, \ sassinati6ns*^ 1 yesterday^ 
, - biamedyHs^setbacks ■ on f^ 

• chairihafi/arid .forged/^ 
Jjers to TeneW’d^ 
murders of both . President Kennedy • 
And Martin Luther King Jr. -. t-

“Ido.notthinkoneperson-march-y.Y 
ing out of step. ought' to; destroy the ^A | 

: workcof . everyone-else,” the.icommit-A-1 
tec’& chief counsel,. Richard A. Spra- ’• 
feuer-said -bf XJhairman Henry B.Gon-j ‘ ■ 
zaleZ(D-Tex.)/‘ , ............’’I^^Jh^

• i The 11 other members of .the com- - 
| mittce met without Gonzalez, who 
< submitted his resignation last week af-s 
§ ter a futile attempt to fire Sprague on • 
^ charges of mismanagement .and, in-.A 
f subordination;. ^ ? A -4--‘t". 
; ? Rep. Charles Thone’(RrNeb.) voiced ’ 

/'i his; dduptS that; the committee could ■ 
J ever issue a report that Will be be-^ 

’ »} lievfid by toe.American people “after !
|) this three-ring circus we’ve had here, 
Ji this Keystone Kops adventure.'’

s^h »* a, *,«, y > .< .<■

OSS

®»»«®

I > ,,,( , .< By James K W Atherton—The Washington Post
I breakthroughs would .be possible by - - - JJ . i . . < ' , .

;, ! March 31; when the committee will go - - Assassinations panel counsel Sprague, right, confers with aide Robert Tanenbaum.
out of-business unless it. can. win a ’ . -’ c < . '

t permanent charter from the house.
f .‘‘The concept of coming up now.

possible if the committee can win ‘‘an

, Speaking of the present 73-membcrj 
> staff, which many' House members'j 

contend is .large enough, Sprague asi ? 
•, sorted that it is too small to handle !

^Citlier inquiry, let albhe both of them, fi 
i “Ido not think thatyiththe exist-J 
mg staff, you can do a credible invcs- ;

; tigation with either (assassination],” 5 
he told the committee. . ‘‘There is a 
need for additional staff.” . A c

' With Rep. Richardson Prey er (D.- ' 
N.C.) presiding in place.of Gonzalez, i 

( whose resignation has yet to be acted i 
upon by the House, the committee put .

j off any. discussion of the post-March'.; 
31 budget it will seek and postponed / 
until Wednesday a discussion of the rf 
evidence compiled thus far in the two 
murders. Rep. Louis Stokei (D.-Ohio) / 

• was named chairman of a task force / 
to come .up with a new budget in . 
place of the $6.5 million Sprague ini-*;

<tialiy proposed in Deceinber. '
. Yesterday’s daylong session was dc- 
; voted instead, amiu a display of A 
; premeditated harmony, to adoption of : 

procedural rules for the investigation ;
■. and to housekeeping details such as 

unplugging paychecks for the staff for 
February. In,clearing the way for the ■ 
back pay, which had run into a snag 
over, the qurrent $84,00C-a-month 
spending limit, the committee also JCongress,” alluding to the commit

tee’s uncertain future in the House.-appropriate; budget’* and a t bigger; >tee’s uncertain future in thb’Houseri ’ /’’Quietly removed any cloud over; Spra- / 
staff. ;i r - —Y i.Under questioning by Rep. Yvonne ague’s claim to his job.

!
 _ , . M take it you do not feel the ship is A ; B. Burke (D-Callf.), Sprague vigor- / - The snag over the spending limit

can proceed! then in my opinion," the. A siriking?”.asked Thonc. ;-a... t a riuslyi. resisted the notion that-toe-in- was removed when most of tlic staff :
j job cannot be done,” he, told Thonc. ‘ ( fT-feelsthqre’s been'some;* tofpedocsv vestigatlon,: if IHus .toYshAdye^atiall, a^ agreed to take a small, additional pay‘!-

. a But he said he still: thought . a shot”'Sprague replied, "The.question must first concentrate on one-.assassi- cut, leaving them at 61.5 per cent of ;
; thorough, credible investigation. Was is whether it has been sunk .with the ; nation, probably that of Dr. King. .. . agreed-upon salary..

. with a smoking gun'.- . .- if that is the 
I only -.way in which the investigation



^s^siridion®hdW^Hte
SAN ANTONIO, Tex. (AP) — Rep.' ‘ planned to meet today to see if the His resignation has not yet been 

committee could be saved. The meet- formally accepted. .. -'
ing was scheduled without the per- - Gonzalez said he tried to call 
mission of Gonzalez and was to be at- House Speaker Thomas O’Neill and

Henry B. Gonzalez says the assassi
nation of John F. Kennedy will never
be investigated in a meaningful way ____ ____ ______________ ____________ ..v^v^^. o..u
“because vast and powerful forces, ' tended by Sprague, who has refused fellow Texan Majority Leader Jim 
including the country’s most sophisti- to be fired. ; . Wright, toenlist their support.to be fired. Wright, to enlist their support.

; cated crime element, won’t stand for - cn wai'anit” > “. THE ONLY SLIM encouragement _ rt was an exercise.in ,futility,
• ’“This-criminal element’is all^^r the troubled panel to prevent its - Gonzalez said. The fix was in. . „ 

pervasive^ loaded with nothing but ■ ®^m?s^ certain dissolution this month He said he waa then aware “at last',
money and in many'ways more po
tent than the government.itself,”said 
Gonzalez; a Texas Democrat who 
submitted his resignation last week 
as chairman of the House Assassina
tion-Committee.' H't

In an interview published yester-*
day in the San Antonio Express-

lay in promises of “new evidence” in ? that the House leadership never had : 
the assassination of King.and the re- ’ intended for the JFK investigation to 
ported' willingness to testify by- -fly, and indeed had prefabricated the 
James Earl Ray, Kmg’s confessed. wholethingfortheskids.’!
.-killer. - - '- ■■■J--'^ ...?.s-Stia^¥?
, Gonzalez resigned as committee 
chairman following a showdown with 
Sprague, during which. Gonzalez 
tried to fire Sprague but fellow com
mittee members supported the for-

■ News, Gonzalez said other forces 
against the investigation include “the _ , . --
Kennedy family and heavy business ' mer Pennsylvania prosecutor.
interests in the Dallas-Fort Worth
area who don’t want, all the bld JFK , 
.muck raked up.” .'

The congressman called the assas- J 
sination probe committee “a put-on. ■. 
job and a hideous farce that was3 
never intended to work.”'

HE CRITICIZED the committee's 
chief counsel, Richard Sprague, as ' 
an "unconscionable scoundrel” and 1
added..S3-,.“3 -
“Sprague tried to spend committee, 
money on long-distance phone calls 
to his Philadelphia law firm and to 
the home of his girl friend there. And 
get this. He actually took a little Aca- ' 
pulco vacation for himself while on 3 
the committee payroll.” '.;J

Sprague was hot immediately , 
available for comment. <J

Gonzalez predicted the committee 
will forget about the Kennedy assas- , 
sination now and go into “a weak, 
one-legged investigation of the Mar
tin Luther King assassination as a 
soptoblacks.” , < M§:

Meanwhile, committee members 1

3 WITHOUT BEING specific, Gon
zalez said that “powerful forces, in
cluding criminal .elements” had 
deliberatly put Sprague and himself 
into the committee picture on an 
automatic collision course. 3

'l,.'j':W
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Without a Chairman, 
A ssassination Panel 
Adopts New Budget

voted itself the power to hire and dis- - 
charge staff and approved yet another •. 
reduction in the salaries paid to more ' 
than; half of the 70 staff members, so ’ 
that the committee would, not spend more ; 
than was authorized by the House.
; The new cuts mean that 46 staff mem- i - 
bers will receive only 61percent of. their ’ ' 
agreed-upon salaries for February and , 
March.r v s
‘ The committee did not discuss Mr. Gon- 1 

zalez’s refusal to sign a pay voucher 
bearing Mr. Sprague’s name, nor did it ’ 
directly address the chairman’s allegation ; . 
that Mr. Sprague - had violated House ; 
‘rules by continuing to practice law in,;. , 
Philadelphia and by refusing to prepare ■ ’ 
a new budget for the inquiry. ■ .

The committee, however; did adopt new ; 
rules'restricting the inquiry’s use of lie 
detectors, psychological stress evaluators ; 
and equipment to tape telephone conver
sations.- . i

Under the'rules,, none of these devices 
can be used without the permission of 
the subject and, in some instances, of ; 
a majority of the committee. Another re- > 
striction would prohibit the public disclo- ; 
sure of either the results of any poly- ; 
graph test or a witness’s refusal to take 
such a test.' .

Representative Preyer said he 'hoped 
these restrictions, and a provision under ■ 

. which the committee said it would locate 
a lawyer for a witness unable to afford • 
his own, wouid allay fears that the com- . 
mittee’s investigators might violate the . 
civil liberties of any person

ByDAVID BURNHAM

WASHINGTON, March 7—Fighting for 
its life, the House Assassinations Commi t
tee met today without its . chairman and. 
adopted a series of rides and an interim 
budget for its investigation info -the 
deaths of President Kennedy and the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. ■

Nevertheless,. Representative Richard
son Preyer the North. Carolina Democrat 
who presided at today’s meeting, said the 
chances of the committee’s surviving be
yond March 31were “minimal.”

The committee was established by the 
House last September;. .For the last few 
weeks ■ its .chairman, - Representative 
Henry B. Gonzalez, Democrat of Texas, 
and the rest of1 the committee members 
have been battling~bver whether to dis
miss or retain its'controversial chief 
counsel, Richard A. Sprague. i

Last week Mr. .Gonzalez said Mr. 
Sprague was a “scoundrel” and submitted 
his resignation as chairman. The Speaker 
of the House, Thomas P. O’Neill Jr., said 
that he did, not have the power to accept 
Mr. Gonsalez’s ; resignation and that it 
would have to be acted upon by the 
House. :

At tray’s ^ meeting, the committee
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A‘I Mouse Assassinations Panel: Bi
• « ' " By George Lardner Jr.
t ; ■..//!' y. a’ : Washington Post'Stall Writer . , ..:?/
4 ' Unless the beleaguered members of 
.:} . the House Assassinations Committee

payroll [for the ' Assassinations Com
mittee staff] ... . It’s our opinion that 
the committee was not properly or
ganized.”

the staff because' it'-' would be ! 
“immoral” . to fire people... already d 

;working at voluntarily-reduced pay. >
Sprague, however, has yet to acknowl
edge any fault in hiring too'many peo- . 
pie to begin with. . ; :

, Then there is Gonzalez, who wafted* . 
16 years;to become chairman of a big- 
time; committee. One House-Demo

spending practices that have yet to be members would quit with him, mak- cratic leader faults him for behaving .
cleared up, the 12-member committee ing it impossible to stage an evidenti- . too much like a heavy-handed, oldtime

; will die March 31 unless it can win a ary hearing and justify the commit- chairman, for not realizing times have
..................... — s tee’s continuation past March 31. , changed in the House. But . that’s, . !

■ fe Produce some striking evidence soon, Several committee members indi- 
/.$g ! -said one !ea(^n8 House Democrat, cated they will do their best to gloss 

[ “they can start singing ‘Nearer My. oyer that at today’s meeting and.Iegi-“they can start singing,‘Nearer. My.
God to.Thee.’”

; . Some congressmen would prefer to ! 
start the music right now. Stunned by

timize the staff as it stands. They are 
afraid that if Sprague should be

_ _ forced out now, enough top-ranking
-internal bickering and /.questionable staffers and even some committee

new vote of confidence on the House tee’s continuation past March 31.
floor. > ■ ■ ■■ For his part,?Gonzalez seems to understandable, too.
, So far it has shown nothing to be have no intention of walking in and _________________  _____________
confident about. It has incurred.bills, causing a stir. Although House lead- . committee chairmen in the Hpuse,” .

J paid and unpaid, of more than $300,- ers say he is still the chairman until,!! this congressman said.' “You’ve got/
000 since September iri rushing to- the House acts oh his tendered'resign* —]

“Look at the Texans who have been

I 
II

gether a bigger staff than it could af- nation, he insisted in aletter to Rep; 
ford. It has yet to hold a single public 
hearing on whatever evidence it has
gathered in the murders of President 

■ Kennedy and the Rev. Martin Luthier
King Jr. It has even insisted; on se
crecy for the hundreds of unanswered

Richardson Preyer (D-N.C.); Friday 
that he was “no longer chairman” and 
thus not empowered to call a meeting 
of the committee.,-tor perform any 
other function as a member of it.” ” ■-•

people like George ; Mahon, Jack"
Brooks, Bob Poage. These are guys 
used to brooking ho opposition,.used ; 
to running over anybody who got in. 
their way. Then. Henry 'btcomessa.^

*A?; C '^Nws^halysis^^1. MS-

’question:if.has!compiled; perhaps'for ' 
'fear that fob many of the answers 
might be'xeadily available. Instead of 
the public record', it showed a prefer
ence .for; seeking, clues . with poly- 
.graphs; psychological., stress evalua-' 
’tors and other questionable gadgets.

Despite all that, the’ House voted 
Feb. 2 to give the committee roughly 
two more months—until March 31—to 
settle'down, draft a reasonable and .

g chairman >and - what; happens?:. ..Tbey^ 
&JJiiiila££i£££££^^^^S^:

." Speaker O’Neill, has said he-would/ 
■ not send Gonzalez’ resignation to" the- 

floor, until he had a chance tri talk with;;' 
him—something the flu-stricken Gon-s 
zalez avoided last week—but the Tex-;, 
ah’s letter to Preyer,, the second-rank-i 
ing. Democrat on the’, committee, sug^ 
‘gested that Gonzalez has no intentional 
of changing his mind.'
[ Submission of his resignation!to the^ 
House could, in; turn, touch off; fire- -■ 
works, especially since Sprague is still; 
chief counsel and staff director de- . 
Spite Gonzalez’; attempts to fire him, .

■ ' arid-the attempts of House; Majorityi 
Leader Jim Wright (D-Tex.) to get him 
.to share power with a chief adminis- .

prudent budget and come back for a 
charter that would last, through the - . - --------------
95th Congress. 7 . .trator. Not a few House members are;
' The inquiry turned to opera bouffe. incensed at the thought that a chair- • 
' Appointed chairman 1 by - Speaker man, one of their own, is being sacri-

■ Thomas P. (Tip) O’Neill Jr. (D-Mass.) . Hcedfor a “clerk.” ;:?. ;■

incensed at the thought that a chair-

“There are just two kinds of peoplefor the probationary period, Rep; - - -
^JHeriryCB^G.onza^^^ work here,” wd,Rep. Charles. B.-.

. he should have been named chairman Bangel (D-N.Y.J, /'“members of. Con- 
last year; took the assignment as a gress and clerks. Some of the clerks 
niandate to put. the committee’s over*. .■. af? elevator operators. Some are sec-

[Oktended finances in orier;^'^? - ^e-v-retanes -^ duet counsel Of 
- Richard A. Sprague, a former Phila- committees. But they re MI clerks ” 

■ delphia.prosecutor who had. been,. A Sprague, in short, may. not last 
promised Complete .authbrlt&bv^^^ But . if he is_ to be

■ ’ Mng and- firing by Gonzalez’ predSces£ t ^ ^ committee, may.; have do
. frioT, resisted, Allegedly to the point of ^ reconstituted, perhaps even under

, deridirigxGohzalez ; aKprivate/ » been whis-
' Pers about making .it a House Judici-

subcommittee 'although Chairman:
’ ' -Peter ^.Rodino Jr.(D-NJ.) is said to, gossip back to members .01 Congress.;'; - •
■ _ ? One staffer,'Edythe H. Baish, who had..
' worked for Gpnzalez for 4% years, ,.

’-brought the word back to. liim. He;or--,.!
! ■ ftjieredS'prague dismissed Feb;.;10,;oniy:i/ 

! ^to\be’countermanded by all 11. other "

r Delaney (D-N.Y.), whose committee
■ ,,v- Finally, tftowatiog nearly twa e has jurisdiction over continuation of 
i i“\’.vTv {” ^1<0^ leader- /- the inquiry. He expressed frustration

’ t11^. ^ “ore than five months of
• sporadic investigating by the commit-
i1 “O’Mea whether it has.
i* Jhcredibly, the comi^ttrie^ 11,0^ come up with anything substantial,
^embers, or a maWOm ap* , £M ^ to know ^ they have a 
t?^ pI^ t° address .Mselv^^^^ this is just a plain witch.
^^v^!6?-1?0^--H^^'  ̂ Delaney said. “I. don’t know if

/rft^^pe.ito,mMt.T^^ to^hhunt or not.”
4 ^ioysejleaders and,committee men)-, 
bers setfm resigned to abandoning the ' 
investigation'' of President Kennedy's ' 
<1963 murder or at leasfassigriihg'lt ?a: :■ 
‘very, very'minor role.” Evidently-not J

‘/have expressed disfavor. There also is 
arising sentiment for 'wiping out the 
»; entire investigation. . ■ ! •
!’[ .“We’ve fooled around with* it so
' ’much it’s just a mess,” said House 7 
, Rules Committee Chairman James j.

; phriehdJafulLyear’s bud get* ^pt^Ol 
, /ptprocedure and. .jiretetic^at®:

^Wandthe-rest of ^. j^fL^se-^

^[•AU-this-ignores one- of the basic ; 
aej^ns/wised [by:./£onzalri^ 

.tempte4 JireSprague.. Thecommi t-.. 
tee 'majo!the! chairman had,!

Hid sucii'P<^er<.ip!l*rq^
[established/the. inqUir^ro^/year ex-” 
/[illicitly ’stated- that the ’ auumri ■to ' 
[ -“employ and fix the compensation 
1'staffers tested with the full ■, commit- . m 
S tee arid riot,.as is customary[[with tha't?',!,somet 
fsrifiainnan/’^-^ but c ______
' l-yBbt ar one of, Gbnzglez’^Mdes, Kei-1* J taftking^ .more < modeSttys^nterms' of

. ■ <’«ey^ Meek,‘Adb«eryed,nif G6nzaiez had ■? ,?making public ■‘“what wen ieveare 
| >fo rlghtto,jfire Sprague, then Sprague,^./significant leads.” .A staffer rin^tn

‘enough. promising information has 
been developed. They are working to

..salvage the King inquiry and are hop,-■ 
; ing to stage, a hearing on it, .before-^ 
.tackling the Sprague problem. But all ;

UI has said he thinks the com- ., 
- will have to produce’have „ L r__ _ 

a sensational nature” to
ittee members are '



-J^dssip back to memberitof Congress.*-/  •"? *̂'1^ :“ “t

* gal -mistake-in signing*the January ’ for one,.. “My feeling, is it, [the / 
^‘H £WK>i • -eP -‘ 4 tH committee] would notbe continued.”,

* U < ” -“"L " ^Sorn'e'blame^former Speaker Carl7
;,’-!.srorm^'tarter.'iMde JOins AlberfttP-OMa;)7 for appointing then-,.

Jr T 1'- J Rep< Thomas'/N/downing (D-Va.) as
i 5-?^“ ie®x ’ 'Jchainnra year;. About to retire,-/
* 4f ;;- ^ **"^*^?®^^S"^7' Downing promised Sprague complete 
? ’ p Thomas ©^ urban ’ 1 authority: whUe Gonzalez -stood : wait-
f : *SfltiiIis’’fb£;Jlnany:^i£ei^^ chairmanship. By custom,;

j'Eampmgft;>has'!jbined‘’ihe. staff of .^ the original sponsor .of J
J t-National «Eeague of ditiesAasydeputy-^ should have J
j *-‘directorlof -federal’ relationS^ ' been chairman,from the outset.
-1 *?: Tatum;,31i;is .a forther assistanf’to ^- 'O'thersZblame^ ..whom they ? 
* ' J-Atlinta^Majibr Maynard Jackson,'and, r suspect of maHpfheglec^ , ' ? 
* ^served’as.-urbaniedordinatof^ Defenders^ofSprague sayne”fought?
/ iiiCarter-Mdndalei,transition- ralce’4 >.q * Gonzalez1 attempts last month to cut' -

^e rtaffer^djthe H.Baisb. whohad ' ^ disfavor. There al
prW’’fbr/Gi>nzalez: fpr/^ji years,- 

ftWwoiti back to. bim/&^ 
feiereu^pfague dismissed Feb. 10;-only

.entire inw ’ation., I 
^ .“We’ve . .ed aro

$ rising sentiment for,' wiping Jo

e Chairman James J. •

s 
the

with’ it so 
said Housemuch it’s just 

Huies Comm
; Delaney ^.Y.), whose committee 

sdiction over continuation ofhas i
inquiry. He expressed frustration.

hat, after more than five months of

j i F'fnend^ iyear’s: budget' ^tep& 

__t?qe and the- rest of, /he ^taff.^are.

Y ^^Ul/thu-jgnores; ones of. the -basics 
. 5; , ^questions;?.raised by .Gonzalez’.. at.v 
y : ■ Itempts to fire Sprague., ^he';commit- 

'I'lee .'majority said, the chairman bad.. 
; ’no suclrpowehThe resoluyd^^^
I Established, the. inquiry "this 'year .ex- -;

' ’ 'jplicitly stated that the authority'’to 
?’“employend fix the compensation” of ' 
f-staffers tested with the fill! commit-".

’ J gtd be ebunterinanded ;by aU 11 other 
.’^ommittee&^bers^^^ ’/S'.??, 4.-. 
^- FinaHy, aftb^vMting -hea^^^ ha_ ju

1 > weeks in vain’fro^the House’ Mader- ,?x ^j^^L 
Z “ lahip-idbackhiid® submit'' ”" M
^i fefe^®®- sporadic' investigating by the commit- 

tee, h4;has no idea whether it has.
’ come UP ^ith anything substantial.> ■ lumbers, pr i majo^f fte^. . ^ yke t0 know ^^ have any.
2 T-f^^t/^ -^j1 <^^.^£?sel*̂*S.  thing 6r;if this is just a plain witch- 

S*£^>^?^ --^fei^S^FMHiMt,? Delaney said. “I don’t know if

?’ ^?W^er! anp committee gem-.. 
’rT1 *'bers-se^i<q;esigned  't’o abandoning the ' 
■^’i:-2 investigations President Kennedy’s '

-1963 murder br*£Ieast  assigning ft *<*a ’;, 
very, veiy minor Evidently not 1

■/enough' , promising rmation has
2 been developed. They a working to 
^salvage the King inquiry an re hop
ing to stage a hearing on it," fore- 
tackling the Sprague problem. Bu

O'Neill has said he thinks the com- 
,■ mittee- .^ to produce
•tee and hot;, as is customary,; with thif ’'“something o? a sensational nature” to

Evidently.not 1

U

j rchairmjmn'^-YS'''’'^
’ -^-/But aS one of,Gonzalez’5aides; Xel- . ..^.^ ^v, ,„„uw^, .„ ,„U1O „t 

J Jey-Meek./observ’edAif GontaleZ had 'making public “what we believe are 
• mo right to .fire Sprague, then Sprague^ significant leads.” .A staffer close to 
.--may not have been properly-hired ei- ■ the. investigation said ipembers be- ’ 

: | Hher. bnly/Gonzalez had certified’bis, * heve the^ can demonstrate“the weak- 
. fErripioymeht/or that of the rest df the’ . J;ness bf the Justice Department’s [just-

’ '^ff; fof-the 95th bpngrejS; f ■’< . ; , .’issued] task force report on the King
Hi “That’s the next logical ^eSuoh/’ , “ [police]

: 1 SaiMeek. “Did anybody ever have * A^suryeillahce’^o^^ was
s :’^£ job int^ -’ 1 ’ killed i$'1968/<’^^
’ - The chairman of the. House Admin-.- Exclaims author-investigator Harold 
* istrationhnCommittee, ~-JRep, •*  Frank, m Weisberg: “What’s that got to do with 
^Thompson Jr. XD-N.J.), wasn’t sure of who killed King?,.This , gets zanier by
? 'the answer but said the question js far ? , the minute.”?, ,-.-„. Y .. .i;i' ■ , <

: » from frivolous.. q ; ^: A ', .-^.^ „• ,f ... At this point, however, ho evident!- 
tit is a legitimate argument,” he .:~ ary hearing has-been scheduled. Says

survive, but committee members are 
talking, more:2 modestly in’ terms of

(

f;
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ily-and-heavybusiness-interests.tathe. s'-?.Gonzalez’ resignation has-not yetwon’t even give him a gun, or let him 
fire his orderly.”; ^ , * i

Gonzalez: Forces at Work
To Prevent JFK Inquiry.

SAN ANTONIO, Tex., Mai ch 6 (AP)' 
—Rep7Henry'B.:Gonzalez (D-Tex.)' 
says the /assassination of President, 
Kennedy will: neve.r be investigated in. 
a meaningfuLway’“because vast and 
powerful forces,/-including- the-coun-:- 
try’s most -. sophisticated crime .<>ele- ;. 
ment, won’t stand for iL” -t ^!r«<<: 
; “This criminal element is all-perva-

; Dallas-Fort Worth area who . don’t ; been formally accepted, h^a -ff ^ 
wanli^'fe^<l JFK muck raked up.” , ; ~ Tjje. congressman said;'he’ tried "Jo

The congressman criticized the As- . caUHouse Speaker j&^ O’Nedl* 
sassinations Committee s chief coun- ■ x . , „ m
sei, Richard- A- Sprague,' as an “un- 
conscionablesceundrel”and added:

“Sprague; tried to spend committee 
money'on long-distance -phone calls to 
his Philadelphia law;firm'and to the 
home of hisJ girt friend there. And get 
this.'He-actually- took-a little Aca- 
pulco-vacation • for himself while on 
the committee payroll.”; s‘ 

- Contacted at his home- th Philadel
phia; Sprague refused comment.:, •• . '

Jr. (D-Mass.) and fellow-Texan Major- 
./, ity-Leader Jim Wright, to enlist their- 

support? “It was an exercise in futil-/,
; ity,” Gonzalez said^iThe fix was in.”
5 He ^saidL ;“the-^

never had.intended for the JEK inves-, 
.tigationto fly, and indeed had pre--5 
• fabricated the whole - thing, for . the i

r

sive, loaded with-nothing but money
and in many ways-more potent than Gonzalez predicted the committee 
the government itself,” said Gonzalez, ’ will forget about the Kennedy assassi

; Meanwhile;- House Minority Leader 
John, J. Rhodes (R-Ariz.) said on “Face
the- Nation” (CBS,. WTOP), that the 

■probe is:“salvageable,’’.but needs a. 
who submitted his resignatiorr last nation and go into “a weak, one-leg- new chief counsel and chairman. ,y, ^

week as chairman of the House Assas- ged investigation of the Martin Lu- / In Cheyenne, Wyo., Saturday, Ma-f
sinations Committee; , , ther King--assassination as a sop to jority Leader Wright said he hoped to?

In: an interview published today in blacks.”. -..S'.,'; - ’.z;;^1 ' ' ;'■ talk to Gonaalez to work out a com-
the San Antonio Express-News,, Gon- ' Gonzalez - resigned as committee ■ promise before the committee recon- 
zalez said other forces against the in- / chairman following a showdown over ' venes, United Press International re-.
vestigatlbn include“the Kennedy fam- his efforts to fire Sprague. ■ < ported. ■ 'W’^

at Blair ouse on

mightbe-desired tabrtng-aboutpeace; 
to postpone war and to maintain tran
quility in the area," he said. . \

Before leaving Tel Aviv, Rabin con
firmed he would press for a reversal 
of President Carter’s decision to block 
the sale ef concussion bombs to Israel1 
and the sale by Israel of 24 KFIR jC2

>wsto

r K.i-;. ^ r«« ' Jets to Ecuador. “I shall deal wi^the
official visit to U.S; subject, but I do not want to create a 

high level of expectations," herald, 
The blocking of the Israeli' sale of 

KFIR C2 jets to Ecuadop^s based on 
their use of an AmerhsSn-made .Cen
tral. Electric engine.

ganize the Arab ' .c^?.^' fo^ welcomed:at 
• , the White Hou

an Arab rev- then meet wi 
unification

[ightOn
. 10 or 20 years to ' 

masses, he hoped to s 
olution aimed at the tot

. Monday morning, 
Vance and .Defense 

Secretary Hafpld , Brown before a 
of the Arab world and tota^ioerty of "working ' ” at the, executive

the Arab world.” / H . mansion ^Ibnday night ,
But before then he was con ent • confirmed •■• as- his party’S

choic^for leader but facing a fight 
for^fe-election in May, Rabin is ex-

•rtljemenf

that a leftist revolution, in Jord 
Syria, Egypt or Lebanon would giv
the Palestinians a solid base from 
which they could go on fignting Is- 

■ rael.

p/tted to expand on discussions held 
ist month when Vance made an ex- 
ioratory fact-finding mission to the

Mradle East._
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}y<w'Aii^Bl^e' Attempted
' By George Lardner Jr.. ■ mittee’s chief counsel, Richard * A. ’ other sources &0 he is not One'• aries have been held up in Gonzal

By George Lardner Jr. 
‘Washington Poit Stiff Wrlur

ir/llouse Democratic leaders yesterday? 
endorsed a' long-shot attenipt to sal---

| vage the investigation of the murder 
• of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.,

^ n 1!

s
aries have been held up in Gonzalez’ 
absence because of $3,000 in excess

mittee’s chief counsel, : Richard/ A.. t 
■ Sprague, ’j. / ; /: /" / / .:/' ;'.7/y?/Y: 
' O’Neill said he’d been told At yester/' 

Alky’s conference withlthe committee’s ' -, 
: seven other Democrats that “there Are /

three witnesses WHO-are ready to ap- i ~ : menu in nis oau.Amomu uuuie lur
1 the past two weekly has yet to return. .

4 i* ^ V< ? > O’NeilF^ the co mmi tte e ’ s/’
'nV?^ ^r’i< ”4 'u^Y Speaker skid hewlll. do nothing about// survival] are long right how in view of d

pe k m”?! v ^ ^e' <54 • •> the resignation ititil he has ■ had a /”, all the problems that have come up.” ?!
said he had been "led to believe that„nW»inncl«? x x x <chance to UlK .wtt. the unwilling ^ ^/ preyer,: who said he does not want^ 

chairman’ ,1, ^1 * Z t^'tovbe<chairman'if,the committee.,is 
► If Gonzalez regains adamant, it is^cOntiriuedA added that’ “one of theS 
up to the House W Accept or reject his;§^boblems the committee, ihust resolve/a

source said committee members were
talking of calling tihe of Rayls broth-i/ . spending for^the month. ' ' ; (
ers and two pther .Wltnesses... t -;^^ ^ The ranking Democrat on the com- 
j, Gonzales/who. has been sick with ' 
the flu in his SailAhtonlo home for;

1 .

mittee,. Rep. Richard Preyer (D-N.C.)/s 
acknowledged after meeting with the 4 
Speaker and Other House leaders that 7

but offered less hope for , the inquiry 
into the assassination'' of President 
Kennedy.]/ /

SpeakerIfcomMKWo^ it’s intormatiS,th?Amerim PublirkSan’ «“S<™1“; ™ unwunng - Pjeyer, who said he does,not wanty 
(D-Mass.) said after a. meeting t;with ?i, Would be keenly interested in.” ’ %',.'phI/“aD . ’U ^ * 3 *
Democratic members of thecmbattled^ ’ ^ R^ker ^MiriEd Ad ' 1 Gonzalez regains adamant, it is ^continued,^added that <’^ne of
HduseAssassinations Committee that S ‘i. x£f:'it>-5 up to.the House W Accept or reject his Wfrfoblems the committee, ihust resolve aA whether^(feels^the > Hbus^should( c r^signktipn„but ^eiU Would not di^the charges againstM Sprague,”J 

vote to, continue , the Assassinations cuss when he might schedule the lssue;/».Whom Gonzalez has accused of : mis-a 
for floor action. ,|//" \ * /^management; and ? insubordination;^ 
.-’Committee' Deftocfats, meahwhile^WOther committee members, however,« 
said they would; .tike steps to call.-a t^said the Sprague dispute would not be s 
meeting for Motluny/with br without / on Monday's agenda, and they voiced/ 
Gonzalez, Iti ordhf: to’ ^ebommend aW hope,that^ aside /
proposed biidgetAbf the rest of the/’ until the committee recovers its equi-/ 
year, adopt rules bt procedure and ati-/ librium. , * 7
thorize February,1 paychecks for the/, j Aides to Gonzalez said this commit- $ 
committee’s 73;fii6h>ber staff. The.sal- / tee’S refusal to face up to the issue :‘

said he had been "led to believe that /

they are hoping to stage a hearing on
the King murder to dramatize that in- Com^M^tfttSS' 
vestigation. .before thn.v committee S ^ when1 asked /that question, O’Neili- > 
charter runs out Mar<±.3L//. .. ■...,;,. ,^said 0^ •„ i-r, ;

The committee’s already shakypros- /i /Well; let’s jtfsfii^it we’re tal£- 
; pects for survival > were’ / damaged /Ing about With these three witnesses." <l'l

' even further Wednesday when Chair- ‘ • O’Neill said he* did not -know if '
/ man Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.) sub- James Earl Ray; whb is serving a 99-

halted his resignation as ah out : year prison term1 for King’s murder; .
growth of his dispute with the com-7 was one of the putative Witnesses, but;

ni«
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Took Notes at Sprague Staff Meetings
TiKi;£V<

>^Wqi®
By Jeremiah O’Leary \,' v

^ Washington Star Statf Writer 4 \‘. 1 .^

A Bethesda woman today said she 
was the "spy” on the staff of the 
House Assassinations Committee’s 
chief counsel for. the committee’s 
chairman. ' - -

Edyth H. Baish, 55, said she acted 
to keep Rep. Henry B. .Gonzalez’ of
fice informed of the activities of the 
chief counsel, Richard A. Sprague, 
out of loyalty to the Texas Democrat.....

She said she wanted the chairman
to know of "the details I.saw as dis
ruptive. it is of the utmostimpor-

* ,^-ito

tance that it be understood by all that , 
I was acting on myipwn and not ~>£2&*^*

. under instruction. oEany/other per- ,/EDYTHBAISH;

i'
the end of this month when its fund-; 

. ing runs out. i-
J * Gonzalez, who is in his San Anto^ 
/' hid, Tex., home recovering from flu,, 
y previously said, he? had a reliable 

. pipeline into what was going on in 
/ Sprague’s offices; Several- times he 
• recounted what had taken place .in / 

/'/Sprague staff meetings shortly after 
: they took place,, even though he and ', 

. Sprague were no longer speaking to
each other. ’

None of the memos Baish. wrote to J 
/ Gonzalez’ ■ administrative assistant,' 
. /Gail J. Beagle, nor her frequent, 
i-phone calls to him concerned .infor-"'
. .mation relating to the assassinations' 

^<t^iinder investigation,J,she .said. .The? 
son.' act of ‘loyaltec'iBi'--' /Li^^-dommittee;. is ^supposed, to •investigate?:

. ^H^Efe^^^ • r““^?m^:the’ murders’of PresidentJohn/ E^
^I' -was ’the - ’spyP^keptW VGonMleitfporitfOT^chafrmM'ah#^

’ • .i.._L, . . r „ „ " -.i , Jt,>J>utjittre!harbeen;accompIislied-;

GONZALEZ RESIGNED as chair- ^ internal'wrarigling;among:’the;chair
man /Wednesday : after •attemptihg-i'.‘?iant,'tb,e.?tber II committee mem 
unsuccessfully / last month; w!ir|^bere and theJS-member^aff^ssem-

i®3-?

/-chairman’s office informed' on/what t sabotage his efforts.” 
'.was going .on over at the-committee '...................
’ 'offices,”?.said BaisS^gji&Sftere 
¥ isn’t any other word fdr it/But it.was 
g;my own idea and Edid;it bec^se IJu..>..vyfcaiM«.i7«uvhi.u;» 
/Jound it hecessary,?my,'duty,: to. re--;:Sprague, and the House win/Vote;-/b!?dbys?rague.;^ 
;:-portat great length and in fine detail ’next week on whether to accept Gon-W BAISHi SAlD^SHEr ne^r^ 
^. the-conditions and happeninigs/within ^alez’ resignation.' It is probable that^/direCtlywith Gonzalez. She said she' • 
V the staftpffices/thatJeopardize, Mr. ^the committee wilt cease to exist af?^^ 
iS®^^Msi&iiii^B^OMM«8feB§$^^^ ' /

||PRGBEiB?S
H'£r'M^?‘-^^^
'' _°Panly took notesat staff meetings as’

' S?rt °* hSr !°^ as office manager for 
1K ^e so-called JFK Task Force. Within 

- * 1 t^r°Ur ^j^’”®' these notes for 
;A < nP”^e • ?nd his senior associates/

• Baish said, a copy whs on Gonzalez’
r ‘ deSK.

? •: T “Obviously,! didn’t advertise what ’ 
’ii^ doing to Sprague’s people, but.

■ ’ »enliAnew 1 had come to the 
n«- f er 4^ years in Mr. Gonzalez’

’ £eiah»a Part’time employe and 
/J r,- D . ?een recommended by

' -pleagle for 1116 i°b.” Baish said;
< furthermore, Mr. Sprague told mp i ' * was hire£ thaf-congressman

’ bosses.’”, “^S aide are /oar

: =.Palsh’-a. div°rcee who also runs a ' 
' * S? ^‘^ from her home, 
’ ^-‘t kUSed her "great pain and re- 
• gret to be reporting on the doings at 
. Sprague headquarters. ■
• Baish cites what she said were

)

I
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‘Oswald Letter UlSuded
FBI Said Unable to Authenticate It

; FBI invesugators hdve.beeh un- ’ 
; abie:to£st^l^$h^u^ 
/ of. a letter'purportedly* written by; 
a4 Lee Harvey- Oswald| tola ’ right- 

-wing-Dallas ’■millionaire two weeks 
. ' b efore’- the ' hiui^ap^df.-'President

Kennedy,'reliablesourcessaid yes-

. An FBI ’ spokesman; said ‘ only.

.' . The letter, whose* existence wash 
rbvealed in published reports-a-. 
’few days?ago, r:epprtedly,^.as. sent ; • 
■by Oswald teethe late Hl’I^Hunt,' 
; a’; strong "backer of ultra-conserva- ~ 
-live causes, on Nov. .8, 1963. It said; .*■
■ ' ..‘T -would: like information,con-_ - 
* terming 'm&^sitiqri.’’^
only for information.Tam suggest--' 

: ing that we discuss ■ the 'matter'' - 
fully before any steps are taken ; 
by me dr anyone else.-Thankybu.?

' that a copy of tlleTetter had been 
. received’andwas.beinginvesti- 
i' gated. "He declined ^further com

ment.’ .
However, other sources ’familiar -. , A copy‘pf the letter reportedly .

- with -the “probe said FBI; techni- . was sent to Penn Jones Jr., a re- 
cians had concluded that .it . is hot ’tired newspaper . editor ’in. Mid- .

L possible to determihe through lab- Tothian, Tex^ by an unidentified , 
oratory Tests whether ,the . letter is ':, source in Mexico 'City. In an ac

; genuine.. Although theinvestiga- ' companying note, the source told . ' 
V tibn is continuing, the sources' Jones that he had sent a copy of .’ 
L added, the FBI is leaning..toward .the. letter" to FBL Diretcor Clar-.

^^K®fta*4tab the* letter-w'Wr!$££!“»nee£^^^ bsHftfc;
i : forgery -^ .. (*—. -■%never'received a response. ' ,., '

oratory tests whether .the letter is

WiW4tab the*-* letter ■ wwrg

i 3 i
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, By George Lardner Jr
. . ; ' ^Washington. Post Stiff Writer

^ 'rep. henry b. gOn^Mez ' 
A'A'A..? harsh words for Sprague

' 3 WAR 1977

In an Indignant letter to’ the 
Speaker’ofthe'House, Rep. Henry 
B.z Gonzalez (D-Tex.fesub’mitted his ’ 
resignation ; as.. t±a
House: Assassinations ^Committee o 
yesterday after an'adpittedly futile 
effort to take chafge^rthe inquiry^ '

He/adcused.Hduse, 
to back him up in. hlsstaiggle with the. 
committee’s chief'counsel^ Richard A. 
Sprague; • add-said that he'saw no 
alternative to quitting “under the cir- ' 
cumstances that now exist.” ;

, Accusing Sprague once again of mis
management, irisubordinatioh and dis
loyalty, Gonzalez denounced him as 
“an unscrupulous individual, -an un-

■. conscionable scoundrel?’ Sprague, who- 
i has thus far had the\backingtpf the ;
I rest of the 12-member committee, had
L no. co^eht.;.^^^
i Apparently * caught'Aby ^ surprise,.
; House; .Majority. Leader?Jim Wright 

(D-Tex.> said he doubted the. investiga-. 
tion. woidd si^lve,^ ,Gon-

/ zalezl'can .^ ^rsuad^ his '
Hinci- ftJJ^ |» ^^Vj..^

The' volatile Gonzalez fphrased his., 
resignation letter in terms that ostens
ibly ; made:his,'departureimmediate 
and final but;; under a> precedent es
tablished just two years ago, it is up 
to the Houseito accept,or. reject it, ;; •

Speaker Thomas .P.-^CTip) ' O’Neill < 
Jr. ,- (D-Mass.) said ^heAwould'not , 
schedule the issue? for'flbof action; 
until he firstLhad--at;chahce tb speak - 
to Gonzalez- and try'"to dissuade him.

i Gonzalez has been bedridden with flu 
| in his Sah Antonio home for the past

12 days?-^/W<!’^‘/-4<21^
O’NeiU refused to speculation what J 

> the: Rouse.; might ,do-ff Gonzalez re-" 
, mains . adamant, but hot a few mem-. , 

bers-seemed agreedjthat it could weU 
■ kill the endr^ih’vestigatlon dntb th^ 

' murders of President/Kennedy and'" 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. .

Already reeling from .the impact of 
earlier dlsputes over the inquiry’s, 
proposed cost and methods, culminat-* 
ing in Gonzalez’ attempts; to fire 
Sprague,' the 12hiember ' Assassina
tions Committee will; go but of busi
ness March 31 unless it can get a 
new charter,r and;.hudgety from -the 
House ,

“In view of the low repute wb have’ 
in the minds of other members of the' 
House because of the unseemliness oh 
the whole squabble,, that might be. 
hard to get,” said Rep, John B. An-, 
dersoh (R-RL), one of the committee’s 
four GOP members. “The life of .the 
committee sttlK hangs ; by ' a slim 

; thread.”''
The Speaker'had ;^ 

in a television appearance last week, 
that the committee would go but of 
business at the end . of the month 
“unless they come up with some
thing sensational,” and he reiterated 
that judgment yesterday. He said 
some committee members had “told 

.me they have some breakthrough on 
the King business,” but O’Neill said 
he was not aware of what that might 
be. ,

Del. Walter E. Fauntroy (D-D.C.),
who has been heading a subcommittee 
that would look into the King assas
sination, hinted of a possible public 
hearing to “focus pn the results of 
the investigation so far." But he de
clined to predict any bombshells, and 
other members said there was none 
to be produced.

See INQUIRY; AID, Col. 1 f .



Rep. Gonzalez Resigning
Panel Chair ' ■

leadership is unwilling to offer me
- support,” Gonzalez wrote O’Neiil-. .» 

''"“Yet, I cannot bring myself to sign, ;
■ pay vouchers for an unscrupulous in-
<1 dividual, ah unconscionable scoundrel, ; 
r and no power on earth cari compel me : 
todoso?

, ‘ Gonzalez aides said he felt. House 
leadershad expected him. to bend too

■ much in keeping Sprague on the com
mittee staff. Majority Leader Wright - 
acknowledged'to reporters later in-the' 

; day that he may have miscalculated 
on that score, thinking that Gonzalez 
’could be persuaded to accept the pros-: 
ecutor “in a reduced role.", . •.., .
. Asked last month.by Speaker'O’Neill 
to mediate the dispute, Wright told fe-' 
porters he had gotten the approval of 
eight of the .committee’s 12 members, 
to a compromise he had proposed this 
week. . ’ ; .
< Wright refused to discuss the de
tails, but it was learned later that it • 
was a seven-point suggestion involving 
Sprague’s? retention as. chief.', invest!- 

- gator arid the hiring of “a hew person 
acceptable to all the members” to re
place. Sprague as staff administrator. . 
All “final decisions on hiring and fir- ( 
ing would repose with .the committee 
membership . . .” . ’ . .

O’Neill said House leaders would 
meet today with other members of the 
committee to discuss the dispute.

Assassination
t INQUJ RY, From-SAl x. \

^‘ The committee feels there’s a good 
chance to; crack . 'the' King case, ' but 

' that’s a long run,” .said Rep. Richard-
' . son Preyer' (D-N.C.), the' ranking 

Democrat ‘.under , Gonzalez. : “But I
■ cfon-’t^knowjof'.any/.bombshelis^we’re 

about to drop.” _
^TOe committee j was/alrea^- j

. . / paired to postpone the- investigation 
into President-Kennedy’^ 
tion, in anticipation, of a much’‘slinh 
mer budget than the“'?ft&-mQIIbn. a 
year'Sprague had^propose&r.'a.'■

. ^Appointed chairman ^just^ last 
. month, Gonzalez said he was quitting 

, as both chairman .and as a member of 
the committee. He described the in
quiry as mired down in “an adminis
trative nightmare,” arid said he de
cided to fire Sprague only after find
ing “unjustifiable salaries, unjustified

• employees, and; reckless, inexplicable 
financial obligations,” / ’ ■ 2;

. ! It seemed -' .plain / thaf . Gonzalez 
.would insist on Sprague's ouster if he 

' were to-be expected to change .his 
mind. ‘Alluding to an effort by. a com
mittee majority to secure paychecks 
for Sprague and the rest of the com
mittee’s 73-member: staff in Gonzalez’ 
absence, the chairman protested that 
some of his.colleagues “appear to be 
interested in usurping even my minis
terial powers;.”; :
;“It geems, clear now.that the House
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GOMEZ, ASSAILING ■ 
, PflELOUITS^

Continued From Page l .

I vote to continue the investigation." /
Mr. Gonzalez, who has been ill in Texas 

< for the last 10 days, submitted his resig- 
- nation-in e two-page letter in which he 

/ called ’’the 'committee’s".-’chlrf* counsel, 
Richard A? Sprague, ‘(ari 'Unscrupulous in

dividual, an unconscionable scoundrel?' 
■ ■ A spokesman for Mr. Sprague said he 

, woUld.have no comment
The committee, which was established

by the Hou^e last September, Kas been 
wracked with open dissension since Feb. 
10, when Mr. Gonzalez moved to dismiss 
Mr. Sprague, only to have ill the 11 other 
members instruct the controversial chief 
counsel to disregard toe termination no
tice.' .;t'iilb'Wii

Under Its present mandate, the 73-man 
Committee staff must wdn thd duppdrt W 
a majority of the House for a?riew resolu
tion if it is to continue .operating aftcir 
March31.

Walter £. Fauntroy, the House, delegate 
from the District of 'Columbia' who .i? 
chairman of ah assassination Isubcornmit; 
tee that is concentrating m'-tW events 
surrounding Dr. King’s, death;, said he had 
not "given up hope that , we will be able 
to continue.”

Mr. Fauntroy said the problem was that

public attention had concentrated on the 
internal struggle of the committee rather 
than oh its investigation. While he 
refused to discuss whether the investiga
tors had thus far uncovered any major 
hew leads, he indicated that some com
mittee members were considering possi
ble ways to influence the public's opinion, 
about the inquiry. , ; J;

‘ "A hearing is among the kinds of things 
that could be used to change the public 
focus?' Mr. Fauntroy said in an Interview.

Representative Richardson/ Preyer, a 
Horfh Carolina, Democrat who is chair- 
trig# of the subcommittee on the Kennedy, 
assassinaticn.agreed'thatnatiohalatten-' 
tlonhadfOcusedonthe dispute between' 
Mr. Gonzalet snd Mr/ Sprague and that 
it might be helpful-tb "hold some hear
ings on the evidence that might be forth
coming.”

But because of the potential for damag- 
■•■^^■^(■■■■^^•MaaBiBaiiiiaaBai"*^"'"""*^"^**"’^*

irig innocent persons, Mr. Preyer said that 
;ln his opinion such hearings would initial
ly have to be conducted in executive ses
sion rather than open to the public..

, In his letter to the House Speaker, Mr. 
Gonzalez said that nd head of a commit
tee could have taken any other action 
than he had when he attempted, to dis-, 
miss Mr. Sprague.

.‘Administrative Nightmare’
■ "I found in the committee, an adminis

trative nightmare; I found a chief counsel 
who assumed the full powers of the com
mittee itself (and by implication usurped 
the powers pf the House Itself);, a chief 
counsel who. Was insubordinate and in
sulting, hot to mention dislpyal,” Mr.Gou- 
zalez said. ' • ./ ■
"I found unjustifiable salaries, Unjusti

fied employees and reckless, inexplicable 
financial obligations. I had a responsibil

ity to act, and no one has yet demonstrat
ed that I acted wrongly or without full 
cause.” "

The Texas Congressman said that in 
the last few days he had been ill and 
absent but that even so, “several of my 
colleagues on the committee appear to 
be interested in usurping even my mnis- 
terial powers.”'

He said that "it seems clear now that 
the House leadership is Unwilling to offer 
me support,'* but "I cannot bring myself; 
to sign pay vouchers for eh unscrupulous' 
individual, an unconscionable scoundrel,, 
arid ho power on earth can compel me 
.to do so.” ■ ' ■ /.

"Under the Circumstances that now 
exist,” he concluded, "I have no alterna
tive but to resign from the Select Com
mittee on Assassinations herewith.”
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Misses Another Payday 
In New Spending Snag
By George Lardner Jr. the' rest of the House,
W»»hlngton Poet St»H Writer

The staff of, the rudder
less House Assassinations 
Committee missed another ' 
payday this week in-a new- ' 
snafu over the committee’s' 
spending -limited

. House Administration -
Committee chairman Frank" 
Thompson Jr. (D-N.J.) told' 
members of the Assassins-* 
tions Committee staff, at a"*..

■ meeting Monday that.., he 
f would not approve any pay

checks for them until they 
shaved their total spending 
for February to the lawful- 
limit of $84,000.4 ,{
. This would mean a cut of 
a total of. some $3,000 in 
salaries on top of the volun
tary pay reductions that 
many of the committee’s 73 
staff members took for Jan
uary and were prepared, to. 
swallow again for February^

The $3,000 accommoda
tion, however, would nor
mally require the signature 

. of Assassinations Commit
tee Chairman Henry B.

; Gonzales (D-Tex),who has- 
/ been bedridden with the. 
? flu in San Antonio for the

past week and a half. ( .?' 
The Assassinations Com

mittee’s chief counsel, Rich- - 
ard A. Sprague, reportedly 
suggested an authorizatiorr 
signed by a majority of the- 
committee instead of Gon
zalez, but s^spokeMhan for 
Thompson said |hat .-the 
New Jersey Democrat was 
reluctant to endorse that 
approach.

Meanwhile Monday, which 
was the monthly payday for

slipped away without any 
paychecks for the Assassina
tions Committee staff, the 
second month in a row they 
have been kept waiting. A 
committee majority has re 
portedly signed: the letter- 
Sprague suggested, but it
had not "yet been transmit- / 

; ted to the Administration/ 
£ Committee: at/the close/ of ;. ’ 

business yesterday. 7- - ■

The question of .whether; 
V) Sprague wilt be paid is an- 

. other issue. Gonzalez has
i insisted ha be dismissed for V 
/. insubordination and ordered / 
,. Sprague’s name stricken.;

from the staff payroll list. 
that was sent to the Admin
istration Committee last

• Thursday.
Facing extinction by 

'^March 31 unless it can win 
, ^.a new charter from the 
. House, the strife-tom com- 
! mittee met privately, and in

conclusively, with Sprague 
" , and other top staffers yes

terday afternoon In the of- 
, flees of / Rep. Richardson

Preyer (D-N.C.).
• a ’ Preyer said they decided 

not to act on a suggestion 
that they formally petition 
Gonzalez to call a meeting 

^“because we don’t Want It 
to appear that' we’re trying 

'to embarrass the chairman.’’ 
~‘ A Gonzalez aide said that 
' Gonzalez was feeling 'much

, - better yesterday and hoped 
to be - back- In Washington 
next Monday. Preyer said 

, he thought the rest of the 
:*' committee could wait until 
"then in an effort to resolve 

v the controversy.
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Gonzalez Quits Panel/ Calls Sprague a /Scoundrel'
By Jerry O’Leary ( . which he castigated Sprague and bit-( Situation;^ committee; .'estab--^! Chief counsel was going to run the bers of the committee appeared to be mention disloyal,” Gonzale

Washington Star Staff Writer

Rep. Henry B. , Gonzalez today, 
. abruptly resigned as chairman of the 
iHouse, । Assassinations Committee,, 
tailing .Chief .Counsel Richard A. 

..Sprague an “unconscionable scoun- 
• drel” and declaring he could not con
tinue without support of the House 

■leadership; ■ <-/■■■..
« Th'' Texas Democrat submitted his 
' rfesi ;ion in On emotional letter to 
House Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill in

terly criticized other members of the. lished to bonducf,hew investigations 
committee for usurping his "minis- ‘“*“ ‘«-- ----—•—‘-'—- -* n-^j..;into the assassinations of President 

John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Lu-terial powers” as chairman. ' ( John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Lu-
Gonzalez tried to fire Sprague last f ther King jr.,' has been plagued with 

month, but all the other members of, controversy almost''frdmUts-incep- 
the committee backed the controver-J tion and now has been funded only 
sial chief counsel., , • / : j until the Ond of this riibnth; ^^ -

Gonzalez sent the letter from; hiS 
home in San Antonio where he has '

Gonzalez 'Thveled his harshest T

been ill with flu for nearly two weeks,* I 
THE RESIGNATION added a n6w 

complication to the already^confused

words at Sprague, the fornieiT Phila
delphia .prosecutor whom the .chair;-

Chief counsel was going to run the bers of the committee appeared to be mention disloyal, ’ Gonzalez toldO - 
committee. The other ll members of interested in taking over his role as, Neill in his letter. “I found unjustifia- 
the committee refused to back up chairman and said he was not receiv- ble salaries, unjustified employes 
Gonzalez’s firing of Sprague and ing the support of the House leader- and inexplicable financial obliga- 
ordered him to remain on duty. ship, including O’Neill, in his battle tions. I had a responsibility to act 

lb turh, Gonzalez refused to sign for control of committee operations. ;
pay vouchers for Sprague and today . GONZALEZ SAID he had found the 
declared,'.“I Cannot bring myself to- Committee to-be an administrative 
sign pay ’vouchers for an unscrupu- nightmare.
Ibus individual and unconscionable . “I found a. chief counsel who as-

“At the outset I pledged to you, the 
majority leader and the House that I 
would see the committee operated in

-..r___ r............... ........................ . scoundrel; No power on earth can sumed full powers of the committee
man'^&.'tp;8&!dfe^ffi^^ h itself, a chief counsel who was in-
oviir whether the the chairman dr the' ','* GOnzaiez also''said several mem- subordinate and insulting, not to

a credible, responsible and produc
tive manner,” Gonzalez wrote. "In

See GONZALEZ, A-8



v :» •>» H;’ v< ; < . • ^f —United Pratt Intoniatlonal'
Rep. Henry Gonzalez, D-Tei^announced his resignation today as chairman of 
the controversial House Committee investigating the assassinations of John F.’, 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr. Gonzalez is shown at a committee meet
ing on February 17.

‘f

GONZALEZ
j Continued From A-l

vide direction and a sense of.respon
sibility to the committee. I made an 
intense effort to enlist the support of 
my colleagues on the committee.” ,

your widely^rted ^ W
ments, you expressed concern about ’ SnVwWrt th»>n^itt»l rmW 

< the committee chief counsel’s budgetdemands, his advocacy of.extremely mAtj^iihnr^
questionable investigative techniques Pursue^ a deliberate course of action
and his general conduct. |. the committee and staff alike. I had’

“You made statements to the ef- no recourse but to dismiss him,

“to undermine me with members of,

feet that Henry Gonzalez would make
policy, not the committee, not. the 
committee counsel. I was expected to 
rectify the problems that had accu
mulated through: months of neglect 
and virtually free hand given to the 
committee’s ambitious chief counsel.

which I did.

GONZALEZ SAID HE had tried to. 
keep the speaker informed of . .the 
situation through letters and * re
peated attempts to reach him by

'phone.' \ 

,; “During the past several days,’’.“With your appointment (of me), I
could only assume that the leader- Gonzalez wrote O’Neill, “I have been 
ship would support my efforts to pro- Hi and unable to return toWashing- 

. ..ton. Nothwithstanding my illness and 
absence, several of my colleagues on
the committee appeared to be iriter- 

Z ested in usurping even my minis
terial powers. I do not know if the
leadership is aware of these events, 
nor what leadership efforts have 

■ been made, if any, to insist that the 
committee function within the rules 

j of the House. It seems clear now that, 
i the House leadership is unwilling to 
/ offer me support.

r “I will not compromise my own 
standards or integrity and I will not 

^accept any arrangement that saves 
face at the expense of constitutional 
obligations, the integrity, prestige 
and honor of the House. Under the

'circumstances, I have no alternative 
but to resign from the committee 

• herewith.” • . ■ <
There was no immediate comment 

. from other members of the select 
committeee, and there was no word 
whether Speaker O’Neill will appoint 
another chairman to replace Gon
zalez. If he does, the most likely 

. candidate is Rep. Richardson 
Preyer, D-N.C., a former judge who 

; has been supporting Spragues con-



Assassinations Panel Will Survive; O'Neill
«, 2.1^ By Jerry O’Leary
^' , Special toThe WashingtonStar r

’ Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill, whose 
prophecies are often self-fufilling, 
predicts that the House Assassina
tions Committee will find a way 
today to continue its investigations 
despite the bitter feud involving its 
chajrman and the committee mem
bership and the chief counsel.. , J

using his powerful role as speaker of the committee after its temporary , 
the House to persuade the committee mandate expires March 31 unless1/ 

•• ... - ... . ; that feud is settled today. . v
to settle its? squabble in this after- .
noons session because its members Gonzalez has shown no signs of • 
believe there is justification for the weakening up to now in his determi- 
committee to continue. - nation that Sprague must go. The

other committee members, ■ espe- - 
cially Del. Walter E. Fauritroy, D-': 
D.C., and Richardson Preyer, D- 
N.C., have been equally adamant : 
that Gonzalez has no right to fire 
Sprague and that the former Phila--; 
delphia prosecutor should be re
tained. C _ i j -

ALTHOUGH GONZALEZ has 
leveled formidable charges of’dis- 
honesty, deceit, unacceptable pet- 

; O’Neill. meets' this morning- with ‘ formance, financial irresponsibility 
Majority Leader Jim Wright, D-Tex., sand violation of House rules against 
and. Committee Chairman Henry B. Sprague,, there is probably a remote 
Gonzalez, D-Tex., to hear firsthand 1 chance that the / chairman and 
why the chairman is/trying to fire -Sprague’s,backers on the committee 
chief counsel Richard A. Sprague. ;; may find a compromise that will per-
^Then/at 2 o’clock this afternoon? ?; mit the panel to get on with its work. ;’.

SPRAGUEAND Gonzalez have 
rubbed each , other the wrong way : 
ever since the Texan succeeded the

the committee willmeet for one last ^ ;- y it doesn’t, today’s session ^ 
tiy a reconciling Gonzalez with the billed as an organization meeting — 
controversial chief counsel and the will dissolve into what one member 

, other .il committees members,, who 7Called “a bloqd-on-the-floor” situa- 
appear to be supporting Sprague. ,* Ktion, and the. committee will self-de- 

struct in acrimony. - *
-•UNLESS THE> select , committee » ... .

previous /chairman, Thomas N.» 
Downing, D-Va., who was willing to 
let the aggressive chief counsel run « 
the - committee staff ’ and its .proce-. / 
dures without /much supervision;; 
What started1 out as a personality

. . clash escalated into a battle between
t finds a1 way to iron; out the dispute, ; ''’!^ is hot likely to authorize . Gonzalez and Sprague over who was 

which O’Neill indicated yesterday Is ’ additional existence and funding for going to run things? < 
what he expects, the.probes into the _______/l_______1_____ _ J_u---------- :—_li_^__
murders of President John F. r
Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King 1

' Jr. probably will not; survive after -
the'remaining five weeks of their
current mandate. ' , ’/

■ 'Appearing 'on the "CBS interview 
' show “Face The Nation!’ yesterday, 

O’Neill said that he has no power to 
removfe.Gonzalez from" the chairman
ship and that Sprague’s continued 
presence as chief counsel is for the 
committee to decide. The speaker 
said he did not think Gonzalez should 
step down. He also said he thought 
Sprague was a “tremendously able 
man” and noted that the majority of 
the committee thinks Sprague is 
doing a good job. , '

) < O’Neill’s comments indicate heris



pprqgue Ouster 
Is Upset by^Panel 
On Assassination I 

' fi.'"^^?
Counsel Told to Ignore] 
' A Chairman's Order I
H fc?DAVro ”^7  ̂I 

fe?r ^®®N>Jcb. lOsflli^chairinM I 
KW^Se^t Commltt^n-Assas- I 
InVK^^^^aytLdisniiss.RIchard I 
rf®?1^ ^e committee’s chief Counsel I 
ffW01.;^ to h4ve.valL.the, other I 
F^S®^ -“’ter ^..Sprague I 
^‘■Wrd^etermination notice^ _ I 
^W^H^^thairolM/Representa-^ I 
Uve“W Bn Gonzalez, said in fa. letter I 
^^“^^B Mr^prague’s immediate ter-1 
minatiop -tha^ifeCformer -Philadelphia I 
prosecutor , ”has engaged, in .a course-of I 

^conduct that is wholly Wtblerable for any I 
®2‘^?#!aa®

He?-railed for Mr. Sprague to., vacate I 
the offices. of the contaittee by-5;P,M I

But within hours, ^^
. knowledge.of the. (J^ibh^by'i^ 

zafeztf the commjttee’^ii-other members 
signed.* letter directing , the A:^ 
^^ ^ ont8t-^ $4? ^ ;j L^ ^3

>;'Mr^ Gonzalez,, a TexMJ^^^ 
^ a l^^tement-* explaining^ his-decision 

■?at t”1®* last-few, days Mr.. Sprague 
‘has been- making’ a ^consistent ‘ attempt 
to undermine my-chairmanship-andma’. 
Uga met personally, with? the members^ 

.the committee staff;” • . .
"T^ Mr. Gon.

zalez against the members "of his commit
tee; and Mr. Sprague broke out a week 
after the House re-established the comA 
mittee on an interim basis until it submit
ted a new budget and apian for the 
investigation of the deaths of .President

- - Continued on Page A28," CoL 1
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^Ranei on Assassinations Overrules, 
' Chairmahbn Dismissal of Sprague^

Continued From Page Al

; Kennedy and;the Rev.Dr, Martin Luther
; King Jr..?7^

■■In directing. Mr. Sprague to ignore. the 
order of Mr. Gonzalez, the other commit
tee members cited the resolution re/estab- 

/ .: lishing the committee until March ■!; The- 
resolution said. that, the-whole committee;

1 .;'■' and not,;.its chairman, .was. empowered: 
£ <| ’ to make- decisions about; hiring-, and: the 

. - j- Jf J salaries a.-thestaff^r^ -^ij^jwcSsdH 
< * * t ila additidn'?to\the ;letf.^
' j < Sprague,' Mr.~ Gdnraleii'sCTt m^

1 asking. Representative: Franlc -Thompson 
। -', Jr /chairman of the House Administration7 
5' Cbrnmittee/to^remove -MniSprague-from?

~ the payrpUdmmedfetely.?:-:^^*^^
• J - Mr. Thompson , said:-in -response ? to jam 

inquiry?'thatr-he, would.; be?.!!very: pleased;
/ to sign the termination papers providing.

, ' the rules,of.the.House.have been adhered' 
; to”

After : acting to oust . Mri,Sprague and?
' . • drafting i his.expanatory.statement? Mr.- 
\ Gonzalez-boarded a.?plane..for-his.^

4 ’ < districtand could.notbe-reached for coni-: 
"^ ment on Mr, Sprague’s decision; to> resist 

■ hisdiscfiarge.' j’>-jr/>r/;-h^:^«i5:'.
' ? Butla spokesman TorMr. w

1 “Thechairmanisconfident his' action, will' 
be sustained. There is noquestion that:

< ■; in theI'?vaM;;majbrify -b^&
; ./I prerogative1 of thechairmanito’-hire-ahcn 

fire staff;:And-in- any event/there'isW?
; ? < question thatithe-disbursement, of
J 1,'.- mittee funds only can be ,done under, thej

staff and while a prosecutor in Philadel
phia has been controversial. Many House 
members objected to .the chief counsel’s /- 
Initial plan to mount a $13-million, two- '1 
year investigation of-the assassinations. ’ 
Others; were-concerned with a proposal, 
now abandoned, . to: use /hidden.. mfahw 
phones and psychological stress evluatorssa 
to test. ;secretly;. the- credibility; ofi^t-s 
:MSSeS.,y;;s.(Y:..r.;,;s!. wj'yiS'fSwi.iiirifti 
«:There; was. also -concern,- expressed,by ^ 
su"ch memb ers as R epresentative Timothy.; ' 
E-. Wirth,. Democrat of Colorado, , about” 
■public criticisms’ that: had; been. made, of' 
Mr.; Sprague's privaterand'piblih actions.' 
.This' criticisms?' werejmide by'such bodie^ 
.®le ■’Pennsylvania Cfime Commission,^ 
the'PennsylvaniaSupreme.Cburrandun 
arstudydonefor the Philadelphia Crime,- 
:6ommMsiw$j5^^^ 
,tl;toexplaining5tiie,-decision, to- dismiss y 
LMrA Sprague,* Mr.': Gonzalez : said < thifeat^
a£; recent meeting, on the budget .Mr.

WW

3 =i 
J

3

<k, iPVPU WCCUHg. ,VU.. UW. UUUgCU ,Wir»^Sw r.^., jWliTlW
Sprague asked whether be, still suppoi^~^ i a^R^^^
hurt r7 t 4 .OkUutttahSii^^

told him' that in all candor .at best
■'ii-':was "qualified, support,' •and: that if I
,had? known .last September what r know' 

^‘^ .I wpjild have objected; to his being
® s"a--‘:em]tfby^f^r; (^hzalez-aaH;.^

recognized. signature of the chairman.”. 
, "■ - The subsequent statement made public. 
‘ by the assassination committee’sstaff? 

v said; that -Mt Sprague '‘has-been directed; 
, by the.committee to disregard the orders/ 
• : of Henryk B. Gonzalez; committee chair-- 
; - man,' on the. basis that he does not have

the power unilaterally to discharge Mr.-
; Sprague." . .. \ . "a
, . “It is only- the . committee.- which has, 
- this power,” the: statement added.
i When the committee staff statement,, 
f drafted by. Mr. Sprague, was made public,: 
■i the spokesman said- that- it had been 
^endorsed by two of the 12 members of 
‘ the committee; An hour later, a spokes-

man for Walter Fauntroy, ;a.member of 
V the committee who is a., delegate: from

the District of Columbia, said that .it had; 
; been signed by five members,, , .. j

Mr. Sprague’s conduct both while head- 
ing the assassination committee’s 73-man
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Gonzalez ‘Fires’ Sprague; , 
Chief'Counsel Refuses io Go

S?? •; 5 SPRAGUE,. From Al ■ - «/.^ meeting Monday that- some staff- 
/ ers be dismissed temporarily because"

; fMn.effect'of’ai ftleopruin approach to ,; : . ^e committee’s present 'funding 'is/ 
vthe investigation and protested that G^only , $84,000 a month and its payroll 
‘■^er? toe|"present^ ^,amounts- to $123,000 a month. A deci- :

• ‘^there.isino way that this committee ' ^’5Qn was postponed to Tuesday so-that.
F? ^t’jxSprague: could be heard: He opposed^ 

#?-r^°°M^jM^ “^tJVj®; lAA’Jhe move,"pointing” but thafr.many. staff- 
^jrvE ^CTh^ ^i?i^afi»$irjEj^^ taken, a-voluntary '35 q

■ opnJaSsubMSsfulSInvestfgatlonS without*-^er cent pay cut.; : y/’ i ^1^.^
'E.-^sNo^vote^was taken btiFifiraselear! 
“ ' that Sprague had a'majprity'pf|the^ 

committee on

^nWsufceSsfiil'tlivestfgatiOn^without^-iper cent pay cut/ 
jowP^Sprague^Gbahdea^ declared, “T' * . 
JTtfin ■confident^thaG^we^cannot do so?

^’if‘Thls:committeeJiasl>een Ted Inta a?
i^ies;b^o^teiw«iuiiseltlfffwork  i 

■. ^h^s-'b^Si^ithoti^ofgdnfzatlon^'and*
; i&e'ett^tts-rfficiatteports-.aTid' doctt^ 
JS^n^hareibeeit^Wh^
.(M^t^^altmsm^letter'con^ 

. bK®ued,d^ese.^are_mau£rs/that-jnusU
;^^feniedied<If. thistinvesHgation istosj

- iSpragpe.nai^comment.except'w 
‘^tate through^-spok'e’sman, ’shortly MK 
S®5 p.m., thJt4'<Mb«staying: on the* 
.^06 becausea^ohlyf^he committee has . 

■ X^the po^er’^tb^jje^im. y/ ^^^
According'teWerat sources';' Gon-;? 

®lez had proposedi/at a secret 'comit-::



House Majority • hadar ' Predicts 
inquiry Will Be CaMimM but 
-Not With 'Grandoise'^unds' •

By DA '/ID BURNHAM 
Sw«slti>TOS»»lt«kTlsiM

WASHINGTON, Jan.' 24—Representative 
Jim tvngnt, the House majority leader, 
predicted today &k: the House'Assassins’, 
tjon.Committee would be continued but 
that its budget would be “considerably 
curbed below.ths grandiose figures Chat; 
have bean, bandied about..” i

Mr. Wright added that Representative < 
Henry B. Gonzalez, the Texas Democrat1 
in line to be- the-.committee's -chairman, 
would have to get the "reins in ills' 
hands,” curb-what-he called the "mm.-, 
cious appetite” or some of the staff and; 
guarantee tha^ the .-investigating tactics! 
and techniques- of the .committee would1 
not “impinge on basic human rights.” ।

Mr. Wright, also a Texas -DemocratJ 
made his comments at a- luncheon with! 
reporters and editors-of The Naw York! 
Times one day. before a resolution to re-1 
establish th®, committee was scheduled; 
to come before the House Rules Commit-1 
tee..,; ■ ■ ; ■ x

Criticism or Sprague1
The majority leader further said that ; 

be personally did not believe that the ■ 
committee would'-turn'-up any significant 
new -information,' although' he said a- mi
nority of the House felt that the investi
gation was needed. “But I’m not going 
to vote for $615 million," Mr. Wright said, 
referring to :the committee’s proposed 
budget for'the first year. j "

Mr. Wright's’ criticism of the commit
tee's' tactics'referred, to the initial plan 
of Richard ’A. Sprague, the committee’s 
chief counsel and director, to use tiny 
hidden radios .and psychological stress 
evaluators to test the credibility of wit-.' 

.r.esses without their knowledge. - - ' ;
In the. face of criticism by a number, 

of Congressmen, including Representative 
Don IMwards,' the California Democrat; 
who heads the House Subcommittee on' 
Civil and Constitutional Rightsj the com-.' 
mittea earlier announced, that it would 
not use the stress evaluators. - ' |

But the record and activities of Mr. I 
Sprague, a'former firsi assistant district 
attorney from Philadelphia, has been one 
factor in the increasing Congressional 
concern about the proposed investigation 
of the assassinations of President Kenne
dy and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. .

A new controversy involving Mr. 
Sprague has come to light concerning his 
report a little more than three years ago 
that he had not found sufficient evidence 
c? -corruption'to recommend the establish
ment' of a special grand jury while he 
was serving as a special prosecutor in 
a county near Philadelphia. : ’

.'..'".' .Deputy. Attorney General Disagree#1-: 
. . Ten months.'later, .a special deputy at
torney general in-Pennsylvania said in 
a. confidential report -thatthere were indi
cations of extortion, bribery, election 
fraud, bid’rigging "and related crime in 
the same county, and recommended the 
appointment of an’ independent; prosecu- 
tor and grand; jury. v

Although the-.:A.ttorney General, of 
Pennsylvania, Robert P.Kane, did'not act 
on the report.of his special deptuy, Wal
ter M. Phillips'. Jr., a string .of reports 
pf corruption in Delaware County by the 
State Crims Commission and anongoing 

■federal investigation of political corrup
tion there provide-at least some support 
-to the conclusion or the Phillips report.

Mr. Sprague, in response to an inquiry, 
said the only real difference between the 
two reports was the legal judgement 
‘‘that I did not feel.--there.was sufficient 
evidence to/meet -the legal requirement 
for creating an investigating grand jury, 
.and Mr. Phillips felt there was.”

. -Mr. Sprague also said the two reports 
Were not contemporaneous because most 
of his investigation, of Delaware County 
had been completed two years before his 
report was made public in the fall of 
29/4.

■ Accompanied by two committee staff 
officials duripg an interview, Mr. Sprague 
also strongly -criticized The New York 
Times for publishing- an article that cited 
a number of occasions in which the Penn
sylvania Crime Commission, -the Pennsyl-. 
vania Supreme. Court and. a report pre
pared by the Philadelphia Crime Commis
sion :had criticized several of his official 
actions while serving as the first assistant 
district attorney of Philadelphia.
: Mr. Sprague charged, that the article 

had not been a “fair, presentation” and 
“obviously was intended to smear me.“



afon PsSr Ferran S.tv!«
■in. 24—The Boeing Corp, 
in a growing controversy 
which the Seattle plane 
r is reported to have paid 

millions of dollars in 
anxe for the Egyptian na- 
.’ to buy four overpriced’ 
d 707 jets.
d the planes to Egyptnir 
$4G million. $6 million, 

■ rieo that other airlines 
for similar equipment at 
e, according to the Egyp-. 
•secutor.
consultant to the airline

....... ...... ..... .urv^tvu on marges ci 
taking kickbacks for his part in the 
transaction .has admitted receiving 
•5150,000 for his part in the deal and 
rias implicated others whom he says 
received more. .

Two former Cabinet ministers have 
been named as suspects in the case : 
but have not been arrested. One of. 
them, former Civil Aviation Minister 
Ahmed Nouh, has told Cairo newspa
pers that he will turn over documents 
that incriminate other prominent per
sonalities if lie is prosecuted.

No member of President Anwar Sa-1 
dat’s current Cabinet has been impli
cated.in the so-called Boeing, affair,

nor Eave any of bis close advisers. Eid 
ihc scandal clearly comes at a bad 
time for the president, contributing to 
the atmosphere of popular dissatisfac
tion and resentment against the gov
ernment that boiled over into last, 
week’s food-price riots..

The controversy recalls the scandals 
involving payoffs on airplane deals by 
the Lockheed Aircraft Corp, to offi
cials in Japan, Canada and several 
countries in Europe.

The Egyptair consultant, Hilmy 
Shams, a formed pilot, has admitted 
taking a bribe from Boeing and has 
been jailed. ;

' See BOEING, A13, Col. 3

......... , ..„;... >.i vi mii.c in a r.iiu- 
reki war, according to a Pentagon 
memo io the'White House.

The memo was sent in the last days 
of the Ford administration to the 
White House National Security Coun
cil for President Carter’s considera
tion, • according to the Associated 
Press. "Performance rates in previous 
wars are too slow," said the memo in 
calling for a streamlined draft .system 
for wartime..

Under the plan, 20-year-olds would 
participate in an annual lottery to de
termine in what order they would be 
called if war came: The system would 
be run.by reservists attached to 36 tc-

' Sec DEFENSE, AG, Col. 3

mmy/i/' lo ins/rs lumrm 
nomie mid political strategies. Euro
pean sources said the meeting would 
probably be held in London in May.

0 Said Secretary or State Cyrus 
Vance would announce now .American 
initiative.-: to resolve- the Cyprus con
flict between Greece and Turkey in 
Washington on Tuesday.

• Said the Carter administration 
would support steps to bring Spain 
into tim NATO alliance when its gov
ernment. takes such an initiative.

6 Said lie had "no knowledge” of 
the future status of NATO command
ing Gen. Alexander Haig, the former 
Nixon White House aide with whom

See MONDALE, AS. Col. 1

Attention

Snowfall hits ' 
Icy Glaze Back j

idott-t

2 5 JAM 1977

By Robert Meyers 
and Martin Weil, 

Washington Post Staff Writers

. : By George Lardner Jr.
■ . Washington Post Staff Writer

When the House Select Committee 
on Assassinations was handed its pro- ■ 

. . posed $6.5 million budget last month; 
it was done; with a professional flair 
suggesting that every penny’s worth

a hint of where a few dollars might be . 
saved.

No one need coax Sprague for any 
more hints. His budget is going to be 
cut, willy-nilly, perhaps by more than 
50 per cent. The more immediate 
question is whether the committee’s

Snow .swirled into the Washington ’, had, been painstakingly studied and 
metropolitan area again yesterday, ’ ^ustitied- .

■ f distinctive lines and 
tes them from pipeline 
.ead of port to port, ere- 
.tliar shipboard hazards 
ry ohea potential envi- 
ster. ’ :
:es possible enormous 
tanker’s .. owners and

■ry/ very reluctant this 
ng ships and oil spills 
;er look at tanker oper-

i tankers are described 
Hard as generally wcll- 
whose executives have 
recent general indict- 
tariker .trade,. agreed 
peed to. a request to
But Exxon executive*

The committee’s sponsors will ask 
the House Rules Committee today to 
clear for floor action later this week a 
broadly worded resolution re creating 
the committee. Rep. Henry B. Gonza
lez (D-Tex.), the chairman-designate, 
said, yesterday that he simply hopes to 
see the resolution survive without any 
"crippling amendmcuts.”/Veits Analysis .

Some restrictions in the name of 
more than a light dusting,’but aceu- up until a day and a half before it was ■ ambitious inquiry into the deaths of ; due process.scene iikely. Rhere is also 
mqlating as much as three, and four'. /Presented to committee members Dec,. । President Kennedy and the Rev. Mar-' ta " among some members of requir-

giving some downtown streets little In fact, it hadn’t even been added

inches in outlying.areas., : 9 for their ritual approval. . tin Luther King Jr. will be allowed to
Highway officials'; in many sections, . “Any cut, in . my opinion, would proceed at all..

taking into account predictions that / make the task impossible,” chief conn- i The change . in . the mood of the 
the. snow would end early today and ,’ . sel Richard A. Sprague intoned at the , House since it authorized the investi- 

’ - ‘ ’ hearing that morning ."when Hep. . Ration last September by. a vote of.280temperatures begin, to rise,' were, rela-a 
lively optimistic about; prospects for’ 
theimoiuing rush hour. . :.N’ :?.; ;■" 
/ -’Howcyer, a Virginia highway engiu 
beer urged extreme caution,. warning.' 
that primary roads would be slick and

Louis Stokes (D-Ohio) pressed him for-" to 65 has been remarkable.

secondaries “all ice and snow” in.the ,
morning. He recommended show.tires

' and chains.for all roads, despite lastW ^aWdUte WVeil. 
night’s spreading of salt and sand.

, Yesterday’s storm, arriving just be
fore the evening rush hour, caused ; 
fender-bender accidents, minor traffic'A e„ ■ , , , By Dan Morgan and Scott Armstrongcongestion and suburban snowball । .fl"htS ’ ’ •Washington Post Stair Writers

It also caused the early, closing of A former aide to Louisiana Gov. 
outlying offices and stores. ,, /’ ■ /Edwin ■ W. ^Edwards , told a federal

National Weather Service forecast- . St^nd juty yesterday that South 
er Harold Hess estimated late last a Korcn:‘ businessman Tongsun । Park 
night that accumulations had reach- 

. ed about 1% inches hi parts of the .

.District, two inches in'suburban areas 
and three to four inches'-ini western

gave Edwards $20,000 in cash for. his

committee amine
existing; evidence first.

Its investigators have been sent to - 
Mexico City. It has talked of leads in 
Portugal. But just a few blocks away, .

See INQUIRY, A6, Col. 5

i o All I esh.no- 01 :
Devices

■ Loudoun County.

1972 gubernatorial campaign.
. Clyde Vidrine,. ’who worked with 

Edwards throughout the campaign
.. and subsequently lived in Hie gov-

. He .said high temperatures today ernor’s mansion in Raton

ALL 
t;
1

8

By Don Oberdorfer
Waxbinzton Post start Writer

President Carter, in the first inter
view of his administration, has an
nounced extensive arms control pro
posals including an immediate halt to 
till atomic testing: and substantial re
duction, in U.S. and Soviet nuclear 
might.

Press and Uni
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left, meets with Belgian Prime Minister Leo Tindemans.
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Therefore, the report added, NATO 
“is confronted with the prospect of 
warning calculable in days, not weeks 
or months.”

Asserting that “we are neither sug
gesting any intention on the part of 
the Soviets to invade Western. Europe 
nor predicting an invasion,” the report 
said NATO nations must face the new 
facts of what the Soviets could do in a 
war and adjust , their forces accord
ingly. . .

No longer is it an attractive option 
to use tactical nuclear weapons to 
step an invader if conventional defen
ses collapse, the report .said, because 
the Soviet. Union’s tactical nuclear 
weapons are now "more destructive 
and longer-ranged than NATO’s.” . ■

Also, said the report, Warsaw Pact 
forces are better prepared than 
NATO’s to, fight on a battlefield 
where tactical nuclear weapons have 
been used. ■ ■ ‘

The changed situation, the report 
said, dictates that NATO nations 
streamline mobilization procedures; 
strengthen NATO conventional forces 
along the NATO line, especially the 
center, and move them closer to the 
front; improve their ability to commu
nicate with one another; store ammu
nition, and more of it, closer to com
bat units, and change war planning to 
reckon with the likelihood of getting 
little warning.of a Communist.attack.

Breakfast Test
<yway nor- 
predisposed 
Acs -neces- 
’uwement if
tore.

■?es. which 
w “a stand- 
would need 

■ unlikely to 
mid well be 
■ the 'time 
kml unclear 
srld fall on 
. the report.

Lays an Egg
United Pres.-; International .

In. case you don’t know how 
long it takes to fry two eggs 
for break-fast, the federal gov
ernment spent nearly $46,000 
to find out.

It takes exactly 838 time 
measurement units, or TMUs 
if you prefer. That finding by 
researchers at the .Agriculture 
De par tin ent yesterday won 
Sen. Williom Pr ox mire’s 
“Golden Fleece” award for 
January.

INQUIRY, From Al .

at the National Archives, there 
some 40 feet of shelf space loaded 
down with the physical evidence of 
the Kennedy assassination—clothing, 
bullets, photographs, .• a rifle — still 
waiting to be tested and analyzed by 
the committee. ■ ■

"We’re worse off now than if no in
vestigation had been authorized,” said 
author Harold Weisberg, a longstand
ing critic of the government’s investiga- 
tions of both the Kennedy and King 
assassinations. '

"This committee hasn’t been con
ducting an investigation,” Weisberg 

■ charged. "It’s been engaged in pro
moting itself. It’s been engaged in try-' 

: ing to justify an appropriation which 
. is not only unjustified but, if granted, 

would have been counterproductive.”
Sprague proposed a staff of 170 per

sons. Weisberg maintains that "you cam 
not have effective communication with 
a staff that large.”

At this point, the committee, which 
built up a staff of 73 before it had to 
stop hiring, has-no official existence. 
The Rules Committee is scheduled to 
consider the’ assassination panel’s re
establishment today, with floor action 
expected later in the week.

The prevailing wisdom, which could 
shift abruptly, seems to be that it is too 
late for the House to try to put the 
cap back on the bottle of conspiratorial 

, rumors and theories about the two as
sassinations which were promised con
gressional scrutiny last September. To 
squelch the inquiry now, even for the 
best of motives, might seem a blatant 
cover-up. 4

“I’m sure the . Hill is loaded with 
people who have all kinds of doubts ■ 
(about the investigation),” said Rep. 
Don Edwards (D-Calif.), chairman of 
the House Subcommittee on Constitu
tional Rights.

Edwards, whose subcommittee took 
sworn testimony in 1975 on the FBI’s 
destruction of evidence in the Ken
nedy case, was one of the first to ex
press concern about the current inves
tigation in light of Sprague’s plans to 
buy hidden radio transmitters, poly-, 
graphs, pscychological stress evalua
tors and other gadgets.

But despite the spreading skepti
cism, Edward said, “I think it’ll go 
through in some modified form.”

The center of contention is 
Sprague: his methods, his judgment, 
his temperament. An unsettling cata
logue of many of the problems 
involved can be found in: a 214-year-

• old report to the Citizens Crime Com
mission of Philadelphia, where. Spra
gue, a career prosecutor, had been 
first assistant district attorney -for 
eight years. '

The 60-page study, conducted for a 
newly elected, incoming DA by con
sultant Charles H. Rogovin under a 
Law Enforcement Assistance Adminis
tration grant, complimented; Sprague 
for being “without doubt one of the 
most skilled prosecutors in the coun
try-,” but was less enthusiastic about 
other qualities.

Tile report was highly critical of 
Sprague’s “total dominance over all 
activities of the district attorney’s of
fice,” said the administration of , the 
office was best described as ‘chaos,” 
and attacked its "primitive approach 
to budgeting practices” and its weak 
financial controls.

At another point, the study said 
that the office’s investigative work oc
casionally constituted “a search for 
targets of opportunity, rather than ac
tion undertaken pursuant to a strate
gic plan.”

Echoes of those same complaints 
keep coming up on Capitol , Hill, 
where Sprague insisted: upon, and was 
granted, “complete authority” over, 
hiring and firing of personnel on the 
assassinations committee.

He quickly asserted himself in an 
opening blitz of public statements, tel

evision and newspaper interviews, and 
even policy pronouncements about 
what the committee would and would 
not do. Critics such as Rep. Robert E. 
Bauman (R-Md.) charged angrily that 
Sprague had “virtually assumed the 
role of chairman of the committee.”

Meanwhile, the committee, with 
Sprague doubling as chief counsel and 
staff director, spent itself into trouble. 
It got $150,000—for a projected staff 
of 28 persona—shortly after it was cre
ated in September. But it wound, up 
the year with a staff of 73.

None is being paid at present. Nor 
is any of the committee’s creditors. 
The committee must be re-established 
first. But even then, under, the rules 
of the House, it will be limited, until 
it gets a new budget, to spending no' 
more than it spent in December. .

Committee officials say., that' 
amounts to $84,000. According to a 
compilation Jan. 10 by the clerk of the' 
House, the total is really only $67,797. 
Neither amount is enough to meet the 
committee’s full-month payroll of 
$115,000, let alone any other bills., 
Committee staffers are planning to 
take a voluntary pay cut until the cri
sis is resolved.

The proposed $6.5 million budget, 
which is certain to be slashed, poses 
other questions.

Described by Sprague as an exer
cise in sheer frugality, a “bare-bones 
. . . bare-bottom . . . minimal” figure, 
it calls, among other things, for 
$1,248,000 in domestic travels by its at
torneys and investigators alone and' 
$42,909 for bringing . witnesses to 
Washington.

Put another way, that suggests a to
tal of 24 trips to outlying precincts by 
House sleuths for every witness 
brought back to the nation’s capital' to 
enlighten the electorate at public 

’ hearings.
The budget also includes $180,000 

for overseas travel, but before travel-, 
ing abroad’, Weisberg and others (such 
as former Warren; Commission lawyer 
David Belin) contend, “You’ve got to 
establish the basic facts of each homi
cide first. They haven’t done it yet. 
They don’t know what they’re invest!-, 
gating yet.”

Chairman-designate Gonzalez pro-.* 
fesses now to be fully aware that the 
budget he and the rest of its members 
endorsed just last month is unrealis
tic. He says he is fully prepared, once 
the committee is re-established, to cut 
the spending proposal back to the “ir- 
reduttible minimum.”

Adaptable to the changing mood, 
Gonzalez even scoffs at the $1.8 mil
lion in proposed overall travel expen
ses.

“It’s inconceivable to;.- me that.. I 
would go to. anybody and say I need 

.$1.8 million for. future travel without: 
saying where I’m going.” Gonzalez, 
says now.

But the.real question, he maintains, 
is the basic re-cstablishment of the 
committee, the issue expected to come 
before the House this-week. On that 
score, there is suddenly a widespread 
ambivalence.

Rep. Richard Bolling (D-Mo.) reflects. 
the uncertainty as well as anyone. A 
key member of the House Rules Com
mittee, Bolling was responsible for 
squelching the inquiry when it first 
came up for a hearing last, spring. He 
opposed it in the .name, of the Ken
nedy family.

But then he was “converted” last 
summer on . the basis .of information 
about the King assassination pres
ented to him by Del. Walter E. Faun
troy (D-D.C.) and the Congressional 
Black Caucus.

Now, Bolling say:; candidly, ho 
doesn’t know what. Io think.

At tins point, he said late last week, 
“I don’t know what’s going to happen 
in the Rules Committee Tuesday and 
I don’t know what I’m going to do. I 
haven’t had a chance to read enough 
to be sure of some things that may 

. seem obvious to others.”



Ky By Jeremiah O’Leary
‘Washington Star Staff Writer

. Dick Sprague blew into town a few 
j . -1 months ago like the tough new kid on , 

the block determined to stake out his
I y - turf as chief counsel of the House Se- 
j ; •; lect Committee on Assassinations.
i ; But he’s beginning to get the pic-

’ ture that Washington is a much 
tougher league than the rough-and-

* tumble politics of Pennsylvania. He’s 
; . - playing hardball now with some peo- 

pie who aren’t about to give him what
L -; he wants — the blank check he 
i -' thought he had when he was hired to 
> . get the final answers to the murders 

of President John F. Kennedy and Dr.
; -; Martin Luther King Jr.

Richard A. Sprague, .52, victor in 
thousands of Philadelphia courtroom 
battles and political squabbles and . .

Sprague is tough, but can he buck the system?
the nationally prominent prosecutor „ -, / i A. " , . ' , ’ . . ■ .'
in the Joseph (Jock) Yablonski mur- the wrong way. He hasn t said in so ; the. pattern of upstaging members of ■ 
der cases/has never.dodged contro- many words that he will undertake ' the assassinations committee — al- , 
versy. He' almost seems to relish it. ■ ^e assassination probe only on his though this was natural enough since;

own terms but he has certainly given he knew, more answers than the com-f 
that impression. He is also caught in a. . mittee did and he draws a crowd 

of Representatives who are feeling . minefield of his own making about the . when the press is around. ;
their post-Watergate oats".-The next cost of the investigation and about the ; Even the .easygoing former., com-.1;

guidelines and electronic devices his 'mittee chairman, Thomas N.J
House committee will die aborning or ■ investigators will use. .Downing, D-Va., seemed astonished)
be permitted to get on with the two- Like -many other newcomers to when Sprague dropped his biggest, 
year assassinations probe. Capitol Hill, Sprague has made tacti-- ,f™^s.,,^ a^ ,an.°Pan '’etiring: ^e

But now he is embroiled in a battle in-., 
volving elected members of the House

cal'errors.Oneofthesewdsattheout- $6.5 million price tag for the first year' 
SPRAGUE IS AT the center of this set when he required that he be . of operations and a projected)cost of'

controversy and he has clearly rub-
bed some influential House members

named both chief counsel and direc- 513 million over the two-year span.
. tor of the committee. Then he fell into THE COMMITTEE approved

, Sprague’s budget but. was out of its . come a. legislative CIA with their - 
depth when Sprague disclosed that he ; evaluators,- lie detectors, tape record- ' 
intended to use hidden radio transmit- ers and hidden mikes. , y ' '.in
ters, recording-devices on some staff t The central figure in the current Y 
phones, polygraph ■ machines and dispute has the size and appearance b 
even voice stress evaluators to meas- of a retired welterweight fighter. His ; ■

: ure the truthfulness of .witnesses’ hair is longish at the back of his neck ‘
. statements. . > ' ' '

Henry B. Gonzalez, D-Tex., who is

'W

to be chairman of the committee, has 
. been forced into the position of carry

ing the fight lor reconstituting the 
committee to the Rules Committee 
and the full membership of the House. 
Gonzalez, who is wise in the ways of 

. the House, is in the uncomfortable.
role of selling the investigation to his

and tends to curl as if he had just I 
emerged from the shower. His eyes 
protrude slightly but they project the '; 
self-confidence that exudes from his

peers and assuring critics that 
Sprague’s investigators will not be-

every pcre. Dress Sprague in a black . 
shirt and broad-brimmed fedora and 
you've got Nathan Detroit, put him in 
a courtoom and you’ve got a ringwise 
legal bulldog. Place him in locker ■ 
room and you’ve got a small version \ 
of Vince Lombardi.

See SPRAGUE, E-23 y A
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SPRAGUE .
Continued From A-l

OVER IN THE OLD FBI Fingerprint-Building, a 
sleazy annex used for bottom-dwelling House units, 
Sprague is the undisputed boss of the 73 employes 
hired so far. Like Sprague, the committee staff is in 
a legislative limbo until the House decides to give 
the chief counsel the tools he says he must have, or 
dilutes both the budget and the investigative tech
niques Sprague has proposed, or kills off the com
mittee entirely. .

Lt an effort to defuse criticism, the committee 
staff --- from Sprague on down — earlier this week 
offered to take a 35 percent temporary pay cut 
while the panel’s budget is debated.

. Sprague runs a tight ship and demands not good 
but excellent performance. When things don’t go 
just rigid, staffers speak in awe of Sprague’s sharp 
tongue.

•While Downing was chairman, Sprague domi
nated the committee but in a deferential way'. Gon
zalez is an affable, gregarious man but he is 
Washington-wise as Sprague is not. Gonzalez’ role 
has essentially become,that of the mediator be
tween Sprague and House critics of the 
assassinations committee battle plan. It will be up 
to Gonzalez lb get the votes for bringing the com
mittee back to legal status and he can only do that 
by restricting Sprague to the satisfaction of the 
House of Representatives.

“HE’S A COMPETENT lawyer with, a great 
reputation! But he used to handle ‘sure-pop’ cases. 
And he always took personal care of his public rela
tions,” said one Philadelphia legal figure.

“There’s no way I'd. let. him in my chicken 
. house,” said a Philadelphia official who tangled 
with Sprague.

An FBI man who worked the prosecution.of Tony 
Boyle and the other Yablonski conspirators, said, 
"He was very demanding, unrelenting in court and 
he came on strong with us and with the jury. But we 
gave him a real pat case on a hit made by some 
ignorant-hillbillies who left a trail like an elephant 
with a nosebleed.in a snowstorm.”

Sprague was born in Baltimore but has lived and 
.worked in Philadelphia since World War II. In that 
war, he was an enlisted sailor in the submarine 
service. Afterwards he got his B.S. from Temple 
University and his law degree at the. University of 
Pennsylvania. Both-his parents are psychoanalysts ■ 
and are still living. Sprague has been divorced for 
many years, is on excellent terms with his two chil
dren but refuses to discuss his personal life except . 
to say that he has a girl friend. . .

Sprague has been criticised pn the Yablonski 
case for being too extravangant in the long se
quence of federal and state trials.

His repsonse: "There were nine defendants when 
the Yablonski trials began in 1970 and the whole 
thing cost $440,000.. I got the state of. Pennsylvania 
to reimburse Washington County. The FBI and the 
police paid their own expenses. The City of Phila
delphia paid for me because the DA had asked me 
to take on the prosecution. One decision I made cost 
some money but was impertant to the prosecution. 
I decided to keep the defendants separate from one 
another throughout so they couldn’t get together on 
their stories and that cost some money in travel. 
One of them was a woman and.for a while we had to 
keep her in a place that was in a resort area but that 
ended when we found a deserted farm house for her 
to stay in.” ‘ .

It is generally acknowledged that Sprague did a 
brilliant job on the Yablonski case, both with the 
investigative aspects and as a bulldog prosecutor. 
FBI agents did not find him easy to get along with 
because he made a lot of demands that they had to 
clear with their headquarters in Washington. : ;

SPRAGUE RECENTLY got into a hassle with 
the FBI about the bureau’s request to National Ar
chives for access to some test bullets fifed from the 
rifie of Lee Harvey Oswald in 1963.'The FBI had

been given a mashed bullet that a Texas man said 
he found two years ago with a metal detector within ■ 
61 paces of the spot where President Kennedy was 
shot to death.

Sprague at first opposed giving the FBI the test 
bullets, expressing concern for the integrity of the 
evidence. It is more likely that his nose was slightly 
out of joint because the.FBI asked for the test bul-. 
lets from Archives without clearing it with him 
first.

Now Sprague says in a conciliatory way that the 
FBI can have the test bullets for comparison with 
the new Dallas bullet, if.one of his people is there to 
ensure the chain of custody. But meantime, outgo
ing Atty. Gen. Edward Levi has written to Gonzalez " 
that, as far as he is concerned, 'he assassinations i 
committee can have no access to Justice Depart
ment or FBI records or evidence until it is reconsti
tuted by the House. Until then, Levi wrote, Sprague 
and his staff are "unauthorized persons.”

WHAT HAPPENS NOW depends on the Rules i 
Committee and the House itself. Rep. Don Ed- I 
wards, D-Calif., is demanding assurances from l 
Gonzalez that Sprague and his staff wilT not run 
roughshod over the constitutional rights of Ameri
cans with their transmitters, tape recorders, poly- ; 
graphs and stress evaluators. Gonzalez, who would J 
like to get on with the probe without further contro- ; 
versy, is telling anyone who will listen that Sprague ' 
and company wili have to operate, within proper J 
legal guidelines. , ; A i^

The probabilities are:. ' ; ■
• The Rules Committee hearings will impose 
checks on Sprague that he never expected when he 
took the job.
* The House, in the end, wili permit the investiga
tion to proceed but at some lesser cost than' $6.5 mil
lion for the first year.
• Faced with the difference between the Washing
ton reality and the free-wheeiing folkways , of 
Philadelphia, Sprague will adjust his ego and carry 
on with what he has started rather than quit.
• The Kennedy-King reopener may not result in 
any different basic answers than.that Oswald and 
James Earl Ray were the killers, operating alone, 
but it could shed lots of light on hundreds of murky 
questions that were not answered,by the Warren 
Commission or Ray’s now-repudiated confession..



*

(f^eill Doubtful
Ou funding of 
JPH-King Probe •

UrJted ^ress International ‘.

Speaker Thomas P. G’Neiib-pre
dicted yesterday that the House-would 
not reconstitute! a special committee • 
studying assassinations even if its 
backers reduced a planned budget re.- I 
quest .by as much as $2.5 million.
•“I see in the'paper they’re thinking 

of cutting back their request now to 
$4 million,”■ O’Neill told reporters. “I 
would hope they cut it 'back much 
more, much lower than $4 million.”

The Massachusetts Democrat said a • 
resolution to reconstitute the panel 
created last year to. investigate, the 
killings of President John F. Kennedy 
and the Rev. Dr, Martin Luther King \ 
Jr. would come before the House next/ 
Wednesday-if-it clears the Rules Com- ’1 
mittee by then.'.

The committee last year endorsed a . 
budget request for the new Congress . 
of $6.5 million a year for two. years, 1 
and the. planned $13 million spending ; 
resulted in opposition to continuing 
the committee, even at last year’s 
spending level, through March until a 
new budget could be approved.

. “This House isn’t going for any of. 
the sums they’ve been talking about' 
and it won’t go for the systems they’-

. ve suggested, either,” said O'Neill
The “systems” referred.to an earlier 

plan, now abandoned, to seek ap- 
prova! of equipment to secretly moni
tor and record telephone conversa- ■ 
lions. ■ ■ ■



»

Well-founded reservations u j» w
It appears that a good many House members 

have some reservations about the Kennedy-King 
assassinations investigation authorized in the 
waning weeks of the 94th Congress, as well they 
might.

If the budget proposed by chief counsel Rich
ard Sprague is approved, the investigation will 
cost $13 million over a two-year period. Some of 
the investigative methods proposed recently by 
Mr. Sprague are questionable. And some critics 
are concerned lest the investigation get beyond 
the assassinations and turn into another probe 
of the FBI and the CIA.

House leaders tried last week to get the Select
Committee on Assassinations re-established in Rep. Timothy Wirth, D-Colb., has asked that 
the new Congress by voice vote without debate the Select Committee on Assassinations inform •
but were stymied by objections from Rep. Rob- the House how the chief counsel was selected,
ert Bauman, R-Md. “ / and he suggested that Mr. Sprague be required

Then the leaders planned to bring it up this to file a “full financial disclosure” statement
' past Tuesday under a suspension of the rules, 

; which also would have limited debate and 
prohibited amendments to the authorizing legis
lation. But in the face of growing protest over 
the cost, methods and scope, the leadership de
cided to follow the more normal channel of rout
ing the authorizing resolution through, the Rules- ten into the resolution re-establishing the com-
Committee which, unless there is some other mittee to prevent it from going too far afield,
finagling, will open the resolution to full discus
sion and possible amendment.

Trying to find new scent in the cold trails of 
the John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King 
Jr. assassinations has been a questionable

operation from the start. It certainly does not ; 
.. seem worth S13 million. The grandiose probe 
^envisioned by Mr. Sprague would have 170 peo- - 
; pie sifting the ashes of past investigations and < 
trying to turn up something new.

Some questions have arisen, too, about Mr.. 
Sprague, who was described the other day by 
Ron Sarro of The Star as ‘‘tough, abrasive and 
sometimes unorthodox.” Mr.. Sprague’s original. 

■ plan to use lie detectors, electronic eavesdrop- - 
ping devices and equipment that evaluates 
stress in a person’s voice summons up fears of 
investigative methods in the executive branch; 

' that have been condemned by many congres
sional committees in the posf-Watergate era. •. ; :

with the committee. Considering that the inves- 
. tigation would be the most extensive and costly .

in congressional history, Mr. Wirth’s request 
that the House know more about the man who 

. would direct it does not seem unreasonable. • ?
Nor is it unreasonable that language be writ-

Was sufficient thought given last year to the 
proposal to reopen the assassination investiga- ‘ 
tions? The matter ought to be fully explored 
before the select committee and Mr. Sprague go 
any further. :



House Puts Off Vote -^

Rebuff to Slaying Probe Staff ■
ByRonSarro

Washington Star Staff Writer

Most of the 73 investigators, lawyers and clerical 
people on the staff of the House Select Committee 
on Assassinations gathered in the old FBI finger
print building late yesterday to discuss the collec
tive kick in the pants they had just been given on 
the House floor.

Chief Counsel and Staff Director Richard A. 
Sprague — who has become a center of controversy 
over re-establishing the committee for the 95th Con
gress — gave the staff a sort of a George Allen pep 
talk about singleness of purpose, toughing it out and 
hanging in there together.

"To a person, they decided to work on until a 
final resolution of the issue is made by the 
House. . . . They are a professional group of peo
ple who came here for a purpose,” reported Deputy 
Chief Counsel Stephen Fallis. < 7 -

And what of the tough, abrasive and sometimes 
unorthodox Philadelphia lawyer who successfully 
prosecuted the killers of Joseph (Jock) Yablonski? 
What of Sprague? “He’s committed to continue the 
investigation,” said Fallis. , ? 7 ' 7

SIGNIFICANTLY, the room used for the meeting 
at the old FBI building at 2nd and D Streets SW did
n’t have any furniture. It may never have, either, 
unless proponents of the reopening of the investiga-- 
tions of President John F. Kennedy and the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. mend some fences, particu
larly on the issue of Sprague.

The mushrooming controversy over Sprague, his 
investigative methods, the scope of his probe, and 
his near-demand that the committee be funded at 
the level of $6.5 million a year forced Democratic 
leaders yesterday to cancel a vote on: the House 
floor to authorize the committee’s work during the 
95th Congress.* / ; ■ - . ; 5

"A good many members raised the question of 
bringing it up under suspension of the rules,” 
Wright said. Under that procedure, the resolution 
to re-establish the committee could.not have been 
amended to put limits on Sprague’s investigative 
techniques or any other aspect of the committee's 
work. The House would have had to take it or leave 
it. ■

"Rather than try to cram this thing down the 
throats of the members, we have decided to go to 
the Rules Committee” with a resolution to re-estab
lish the committee. House Majority Leader Jim 
Wright explained.

THE RULES Committee legislative route is the 
more conventional way of conducting House busi-;

ness and would allow the House to restrict the com
mittee’s work, but the process could delay action 
several weeks. Predictions were that some form of 
limited investigative authority would result.

Wright said there was some “alarm” about the 
money the committee wants and some other 
“reservations” among House Democrats. He 
added that he has been informed by House Republi
can Leader John J. Rhodes of Arizona that “a great. 
many of their members have many questions." 7

Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez, D-Tex., who is expected 
to be named the new chairman of the committee 
and therefore its chief defender, acknowledged 
after yesterday’s action that Sprague had become 
almost tlie single issue and that some members 
were urging him to fire the chief counsel;.:™-?

“There have been a few insinuations, I wouldn’t 
say demands. . <.■-._ But I say don’t shoot the piano 
player, he is doing his best up to now,” Gonzalez 
said.

Gonzalez, who would replace retired- Rep. 
Thomas Downing as committee chairman, said he 
hopes to use the delay in House consideration of the 
resolution to clear up what he considers misunder
standings, “innuendoes" and unnecessary reserva
tions about the committee’s work. : ,7.

“I INHERITED some of these things,” said Gon
zalez. “I never had a fair chance. . . . I’m like a 
prize fighter who gets knocked out even before he 
gets into the ring.” . • 7

For the past week, Gonzalez has been assuring 
congressmen, both personally and in writing, that 
the committee members would adopt strict rules 
which would restrict the conduct of staff investiga
tors. However, yesterday’s action showed his ef
forts so far have not been enough, and that many 
member.? want restrictions, written into the com
mittee’s authorization. . 7 -7777

The committee was established last September 
to try to resolve lingering public doubts about the 
official investigations into the assassinations of 
Kennedy and King. Officially, the committee went 
put of business Jan. 3, but it continues to function on 
an interim basis. But what would have been a rou
tine reconstitution of the committee has not become 
a major issue. 77 -7 . .77. . .

House concern about the committee stems from 
requests by Sprague’s staff to use such investiga
tive techniques as lie detectors, electronic eaves
dropping devices and equipment which evaluates 
the stress in a person’s voice, as well as the $6.5 mil- 
lion the staff wants. - 7

A KEY COMMITTEE staff member said last 
I night that it has never been Sprague's intention to 

abuse the equipment. "We would not record any
body’s statement without their consent, t-, . There 
would be no polygraph or voice stress analysis 
without the full consent of the person involved.” 
The staffer continued that the results of such tests 
would never be published or made known, and 
would be used for investigative research only.

1-



New Assassination Panel Is Blocked
By DAVID BURNHAM 1 ' *3^ >37^

Special to Th* New York Ttma •

,’ WASHINGTON, Jan. 11— Faced with 
growing objections to the proposed scope, 
budget and methods of the Select Com
mittee on Assassinations, the leadership 
of the House leadership today withdrew 
from immediate consideration a resolu
tion to re-establish the committee.

The decision, by Representative Jim 
Wright of Texas, the Democratic leader, 
came just before the House was sched
uled to meet and after the Republican 
Conference agreed to oppose considera
tion of the resolution under .procedures 
that sharply limit debate and require a 
two-thirds majority for approval.

Mr. Wright said he was not sure that 
the resolution would have passed if it 
had been brought up today but that the 
leadership would seek to re-establish the 
committee in two or three weeks under 
more time-consuming procedures that re
quire only a simple majority for approval.

'Legitimate Concern’
In a related development, Representa

tive Timothy E. Wirth, Democrat of Colo
rado, placed a statement in the record 
demanding to know how the committee 
chose its genera! counsel, Richard A. 
Sprague, and suggesting that he be re
quired to make "a full financial disclosure 
to the select committee, if not to the 
House.”

Mr. Wirth said that normally the selec
tion of a committee staff should be left 
to the chairman and members of a com
mittee, but because this particular panel 
was investigating the killings of President 
Kennedy and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., the “selection of the committee’s 
chief staffperson is a matter of legitimate 
concern to this body.”

Representative Henry. B. Gonzalez, the 
Texas Democrat who will probably be 
appointed the committee chairman if and 
when it is re-established, said he felt like 
“a guy who has been Slugged before he 
has a chance to get into the ring and 
fight.”

Mr. Gonzalez criticized an article in 
The New York Times on Jan. 2 about 
Mr. Sprague as "a journalistic vendetta 
dredged from the turgid and murky 
waters of big city politics” involving.mat
ters that he said occurred more than 10 
years ago. :

Article Cited Criticisms
The Times article cited a number of 

occasions, some as recent as 1973 and 
1974, when official bodies such as the 
Pennsylvania Crime Commission, the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court and the 
Pennsylvania Attorney General criticized 
the actions and judgment of Mr. Sprague, 
who was for years the first assistant .dis
trict attorney in Philadelphia.

A criticism of the select committee, 
voiced today during the House Republi
can Conference, concerned its scope of 
investigation. According to two members 
of the conference—Representatives Rob
ert H. Michel of Illinois and Robert E. 
Bauman of Maryland—the proposed reso
lution re - establishing the committee 
would permit it to investigate far more 
than only the assassinations of President 
Kennedy and Dr. King.

“With the proposed mandate, that com
mittee could begin a whole new investiga
tion of the Central Intelligence Agency 
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation,” 
Mr. Michel said.
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J House Showdown on 
Assassin^ioiif Inquiry Called. Off

By George Lardner Jr.
WiuliJngton Post Staff Writer

The House Select Committee on As
sassinations was left without official 
status again yesterday when House 
Democratic leaders hurriedly with
drew a bill re-establishing the commit
tee for the next two years.

House Majority Leader Jim Wright 
(D-Tex.) said there had been com
plaints from "a good many members” 
about the committee’s proposed 
budget and methods.

“So we decided, Instead of trying to 
cram it down their throats and rush it 
through, to do it in an orderly way," 
Wright explained.

A resolution reconstituting the com
mittee for the 95th Congress had been 
scheduled for floor consideration at 
noon under suspension-of-the-rules 
procedures. These would have limited 
debate, prohibited any amendments, 
and required two-thirds approval of 
those present and voting.

With the outcome highly uncertain,

Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.), who 
is expected to become the committee’s 
new chairman, signaled House leaders 
at 11:45 a.m. to call off the showdown.

“At 11:45, we got word that the Re-’ 
publican Conference had a big donnv- 
brook on this. Our [Democratic] pic
ture was cloudy,” Gonzalez said later.; 
“It looked like trouble ... By 11:45, 
my firm recommendation was not io 
bring it up.”

Backers of the committee, which 
was established last fall to investigate

the murders of President Kennedy 
1 and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
7 Jr., will now take their resolutiorr'to 
1 the House Rules Committee. Approval... 
t there would send the bill to the House 
t- floor under normal procedures re- 
? quiririg only a simple majority. 
^ Wright said he doubted this could‘be 
^4ono beforo next week. !
<• ' A committee official said yesterday 
^afternoon that the 73-member staff Is 

facing a budgetary crisis in any event.
I Even if a new resolution reconstitut- 
i ' ing the inquiry is adopted tills month, 

the committee will still have to wait 
■ until next nronth,’or longer, to win a 

new budget.
Until that is approved, according to 

the official, the committee can spend 
no more than $84,000 a month, the 
amount ho said was paid out in De
cember for salaries and other bills.

■ However, he said, since many staffers . 
' were hired during the month of De

cember, the staff payroll alone now 
amounts to $115,000 a month.

Chief counsel Richard A. Sprague 
held a meeting with the staff yester
day afternoon to explain the situation.

Much of tho rising congressional 
criticism has centered on Sprague’s 
proposed $6.5 million budget, which is 
certain to be cut back, and his plans 
for detective work such as having wit
nesses physically followed after they 
have been questioned. Rep. Tim Wirth 
(D-Colo.) also voiced concern yester
day about Sprague’s judgment In light 
of some of his actions as a prosecutor 
in Philadelphia.

On top of all tills, House Minority 
Leader John J. Rhodes (R-Ariz.) and 
Minority Whip Robert H. Michel (It- 
111.) warned GOP members at yester
day’s Republican Conference to be 
wary of tho resolution to re-establish 
the committee. Tho, wording had been 
changed from the one adopted last

fall, considerably expanding the com
mittee’s legislative intent and broad
ening some powers. One new clause 
gives committee investigators the au- " 
thority to take sworn statements. 2 ;;'r

Rep. Robert E. Bauman (R-Md.) first ’ ’ ■ 
blocked adoption of the resolution 
last week when it was brought up un
der unanimous consent procedures.
Ho told tho House yesterday he hopes 
it will co,mo back under an open rule 
so members can offer amendments to 
"circumscribe the activities of the 
staff and the scope of the investiga
tion.”

To a reporter, Bauman charged 
later that Sprague was turning the in
vestigation into a "circus” and sug
gested that the controversy "might 
be” resolved if Sprague quit.

Gonzalez told reporters ho has 
heard “a few insinuations” along .that 
line, but only a few.
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sch eduled,.' Rep. Don Edwards (D-

.properly safeguarded; .< .

‘ By George Lardner Jr. : 
v.^W&shlnston Post Stuff Writer

es K. W. Atherton—The WishlnrOn Post ' •»

life in tlie 95th Congress.' ' . ■ . .
Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.), 

Aho is expected to become the new

'■ 'Tnr and trying to make sure we're 
nof'-creating.; a monster; here,” Ed- 

,’wardS .'UliJ. ' .

Assassination Panel
; I

S’® 
St'S

^designate Cyrus R. Vance yum 
e in. a -closed, informal session.,

J

May Have to Defuse’
/: ' ' < ? ’ . 11 JAN ^77

Some Stiff Criticism
,tion of wiretap and other devices to 
intrude upon a citizen’s right of pri-

7A'Th^Hpuse.Select Committee on As- | vacy by congressional committees for 
’sassinatfonsmay have to stave off ■' investigative purposes.”

-some, stiff criticism on the House Such criticisms were expected to 
floor today in its effort to win new come up on the House floor today in 

connection with the new resolution re
establishing the assassinations panel 
for the next two years. The resolution

chairman of the committee, said last was scheduled for action under sus
' night that: he m<sjr even seek to with- > pension-of-tbe-rules procedures, which 

driw-iha.resolution reviving the com- . prohibit any amendments but also re- 
miitee..The decision will depend on a quire two-thirds approval for passage^
final head count in the morning.
-Conzalez acknowleged that the reso

lution miSht not have the needed two- 
thirds,majority because of “erroneous 
impressions" that have built up about 
the committee’s investigation in recent 
weeks. . —; - ?

If the resolution is pulled off the 
calendar, it will have to wait for clear

ance by the House Rules Committee, 
presumably sometime later in the 
month, and. then floor action under 
normal rules requiring only a. simple 
majority. Even this would only revive

Lt ithr resolution does come up as the committee on a temporary basis,
pending an even more spirited debate

Cal !j, chairman of the House sub- . over its projected $6.5-miilion-a-year 
committee on constitutional rights, budget. . . .

.•saidth^ntends to press for.ddaiktl ■ After his 9G-minu.l& meeting with 
^assurances-that the civil liberties of . , Edwards, Gonzalez, said he would 
those who, come under investigation 
or whqhre;sought as witnesses by the

jAMfesiwtfons -; Committee '

press for adoption by the Assassina-
. tions Committee of rules and proce-

will be. dural safeguards to make clear that
the panel does not intend, as Edwards 
has suggested, to "indulge in a tempo
rary suspension of the Bill of Rights."

For his part, Edwards said he was
,j-;? After a^mee^^ with Edwards yes- satisfied that Gonzalez wants to con- 
Terdayv afternopn, Gonzalez spodfl- duct "a low-key, responsible investiga- 

■ catty, disavowed some of the p tion.” .
nouncei; by,: the'chief counsel bf.the,-. Emphasizing that he was speaking 
Assassinations’Committee, Richard-A. for just himself at this point, Gonza-
Sprague;-Gonzalez indicated he Would . ' lez not only disavowed the telephone 
have-Vetoed them if he had been gadgetry that Thompson disapproved, 
chairman from the outset. - . .1 but he also expressed distaste for

some of the equipment chief counsel 
Sprague wants' to purchase, such as

. iy“Myf«wn feeling is that many ques
tions have been raised concerning is- _ _
*sua#ad nothing to do with,” Gonza- ‘ two "mini-phone recording devices.” 
lez told a reporter. The committee The $2,200 kits feature tiny trans-
was created last September to investi- mitters that can be hidden in the
gate the:assassinations of President clothing of committee investigators.
Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr. Sprague has denied that they would

‘ There is a general reluctance to re
late," the Brooks report states, and 
series of letters printed as appen-■ 
:es illustrated that finding. , '
for example, Capitol Architect 
lite said his office "is required by 
i (40 U.S'. Code 163) to be in the 
pitol building in. order to provide 
required centralized supervision, 

;trol and direction' of the activities 
.he office of the architect.” ;
:ep, Elizabeth Holtzman (D-N.Y.), 
sember of the Brooks commission, 
i the White-response and replied, 
.hink it is extraordinary that the 
litect would assert that his func- 
s take precedence over the need” 
iembers,“for additional space n?ar 
House floor." j 1
irbara Williams, staff director of

Rep. Thomas N. Downing (D-Va.), who be used to make secret tape-record-
has now retired from the House, was 
appointed chairman.

Since then, sharp objections have

ings. But he insisted that the equip
ment would be needed for "certain 
surveillance activities.” ■ ■

been raised to a number of the Assas- 
sinatiohs Committee’s proposed pur
chases and investigating techniques. 
With Downing still chairman, the 
committee staff recently sought ap
proval' to buy five suction-cup . de- . 
vices that are used to tape-record tele- . ■ 
phone conversations. In another letter 
submitted .under Downing’s name, the 
committee sought authority to install 
"transmitter cutoff arrangements for 
listening in purposes on two of the 
committee telephones."

House Administration Committee 
Chairman Frank Thompson Jr. (D- 
N.J.) rejected both of those requests,

Correction

_ which apparently originated with the
Congressional Black Caucus, said Assassinations Committee’s office
irday she was "not surprised" by
report although she had not seen 
mow of her office to the annex

’ blocks from the Capitol, she 
"incapacitates you from haying

is to people you work with. It 
iffect our effectiveness." - : 
hard Conlon, staff director of 
■louse Democratic Study Group, 
that a move of his group to An- 
2 would "seriously impair our i 
y to service Democratic members . 
i and day-out with the best re- i 
i available.” •

manager, former' Downing aide Rick 
Fccm Thompson said he was 
"unalterably opposed to the utilha-

, Because some type was 
"dropped from a story in Mon

day’s editions, there was an 
error in reporting the commit
tee assignments of Maryland’s 
two U.S. senators. Sen. Paul 
S. Sarbanes (D-Md.) has tern- 
porarily been assigned to the 
Appropriations and Interior 
committees while Sen. Charles

Mac, Mathias Jr. (R-Md.) in-.' , 
tends to remain on the Ap-- 
propriations, Judiciary and Dis
trict committees?- .. .

- ORIENTAL RUGS 
iKjv^.'ip *rti« iNxk of fin# 
hoftd-mok Oriental Ru^t from a 
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Assassination Panel Faces Budget Cut
By Richard L. Lyons. '

Washington Post Stall Wner ; 5?
Flooded with members’ protests • 

that S6.5 million a year is too much. 
House'leaders have agreed that the 
Select Committee on Assassinations’ 
budget must be drastically cut or at 
least broken into smaller pieces so it 
appears that way. j j

House speaker Thomas P. O’Neill 
Jr. (D-Mass.) said yesterday he expects 
the House will vote next Tuesday to 
reconstitute the committee to investi- -- 
gate the murders of President Ken- ■ 
nedy and the Rev. Martin. Luther

•King Jr. during the two years of this •' 
Congress. : - ’-

O’Neill said he will appoint to the

vacant chairmanship Rep. Henry B. 
Gonzalez (D-Tex.), who said yesterday 
he favors a “gradual and orderly” ap
proach to the investigation with the 
committee requesting funds “step by 
step” rather than all in one big bite.

During its three-month life until it 
expired with the 94th Congress Mon
day, the select committee’s only pub
lic activity was to approve a one-year 
budget of $6.5 million prepared by 
chief counsel Richard A. Sprague. He 
told members if they were going to 
undertake the investigation of 
whether the two assassins acted alone 
they should do the job right and that 
this would require a staff of 170 per
sons. If the probe lasted two years

that would cost $13 million and be the 
most expensive investigation ever 
undertaken by Congress.

Many members returning this week 
for the opening of the 95th Congress, 
said they couldn’t,vote for so much 
money. Democratic leaders talked, 
with Gonzalez, who from the start had 
opposed putting a price tag on the in
vestigation. He agreed to redo the 
budget after the committee is given 
new life next week.

“I don’t want to put a price tag on ; 
it now,” Gonzalez said yesterday. “We 
will be in a position to justify every 
cent” when the committee appears be
fore the House Administration Com- j

See COMMITTEE, A9, Col. 1 i

Cuts Eyed in JFK Unit Budget
’ COiVIMITTEE^ront At5^^

. mittcc. which passes on. investigative 
^budgets. "Spragueis a- highly. expert-.

’ fenced professional;-He isp’t padding,, 
^it.”
^ Gonzalez said that when Sprague 
"jfirst presented the $65 million budget- 
g^to the select committee his initial re--

action was “ ‘Oh, my God.’ But once, he 
went into details I could see there was 
a case to be made” for the big budget. 
But Gonzalez said he prefers a. “step- 
by-step approach. 1’rn not saying it 
may not eventually cost . that. much, 
but I don’t want to ask for it all at 
once.” - ■ 7 ■

Rep.- Samuel L. Devine (R-Ohio),- 
senior Republican on the select com- 

' mittee and on the House Administva-
. tion subcommittee that must initially 

■ pass on its. budget, said he “wouldn’t 
be surprised if the budget were cut 
by several million” if presented as it 

now stands. ■ — : “
.Majority Leader Jim Wright (D-”" 

Tex.) and Minority Leader John J. 
Rhodes (R-Ariz.) agreed the budget 
figure should be reduced.
the resolution reconstituting, tl^e, 

committee will be brought up under g 
. , procedure requiring a two-thirds vote,

^since the House Rules Committeeias 
not been reconstituted to provide 
usual majority vote procedures.

I The, proposed $6,531,050 one-year 
budget included $3.6 million for sala- 

:*ries of 170 persons.-The list includes a 
-ipublic information officer at $34,000 a 

year, a budget officer at $30,000 and 
an editor/historian at $22,000.

The $1,684,200 for domestic travel 
fiijcluded funds for 80 attorneys/in-• 
vestigators to travel 10 days each 
month at average costs of $650 per 
trip. International travel for commit
tee members and staff would total 
$180,000. ' . , ' ' .

The proposed budget also contained 
funds to buy two “stress evaluat
ors” and two “mini-phone recording 
devices.” Rep. Don Edwards (D-Calif.l, 
chairman of the House Judiciary Civil' 
and Constitutional Rights subcommit
tee, wrote the assassinations panel’s 
outgoing chairman, Thomas N. Down-' 
ing (D-Va.), expressing concern lest 

’ individuals’, constitutional rights . be 
violated by bugging or other types of • 
secret surveillance.

Gonzalez sa’d in an interview yes
terday that he shares; Edwards’ con- 

■ ccr.n. J r ; ■
“I am very sensitive about intrusion

on anyone’s- constitutional rights,” | 
said Gonzalez. “There will be no .se
cret surveillance of any sort.”

Made public yesterday" was letter 
sent to Downing last month by Rep. ' 
Frank Thompson Jr. (D-N.J.), chair
man of the House Administration 
Committee, rejecting a request from 
the select committee to install ■ 
“listening-in” devices on two of its tel- , 
ephones. Thompson wrote Downing 
that for committees to monitor tele
phone calls without the knowledge-pf - 
one party was violation of privacy and 
a violation of law.

Gonzalez said he was told that the 
letter to Thompson though signed 
with Downing’s name was in fact sent 
by a staff person without knowledge 
of either Downing or Sprague. He' 
said the request would not be re
newed.

Gonzalez said he expected the inves
tigation would last the full two years 
of the 95th Congress. He said he in
tended to conduct public hearings.

Assuming the House votes to extend 
the life of the select committee, it 
could then continue to spend at the 
December rate of about S60,0C0 a ' 
month until the-House approves a per- 
'manent budget for it;
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Assassination Panel Is Warned on Its Techniques
J By DAVID BURNHAM ’

Special to Th# JU# York Time# 
"WASHINGTON, Jan. 5—-Tl.e.chairman 

of the House Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Civil and. Constitutional Rights has 
warned that some of the proposed investi
gative techniques of the “House Select 
Committee on Assassinations would be 
“wrong, immoral and very likely illegal,” 

-The warning from Representative Don 
Edwards, Democrat of. California, con
cerned the select committee’s plans to 

. record secretly the remarks of potential 
witnesses with the use of hidden body 
transmitters and then subject the re
sponses to psychological stress evalua
tion. -

“Such procedures are, to say the least,’, 
totally inappropriate for use by a Con
gressional committee,” Mn:.; Edwards: 
wrote in a confidential letter dated Dec.

also questioned, the committee’s plan to 
hold public hearings and the highly public 
role that so far has been played by Mr. 
Sprague. ■.'..'.'' ■ ■ ■ .

The existence of the critical letter from 
Mr. Edwards became known after Repre
sentative Robert E Bauman, Republican 
of Maryland, objected late last night to 
an attempt of the House leadership to 
obtain unanimous consent for a resolu
tion re-creating the committee that was 
initially established last September. - 
3 The effect of Mr. Bauman’s objection 

■ was . to leave Mr. Sprague and the com
mittee's 72 other employees without 
funds for the planned two-year, $13 mil
lion, investigation of the assassinations 
of -President Kennedy and the Rev., Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. The reason was 
that the committee’s legislative authority 
ended with the last Congress and must 
be re-enacted by the new Congress before 
the committee can obtain funds.

It was expected that the House leader
ship would seek a temporary extension 
of the committee until its proposed budg
et and other questions could be subjected 
to a more formal review in the next six 
or seven weeks. Under this procedure a 
unanimous vote would not necessarily be 
required..

A spokesman for the Select Committee 
on Assassinations, in response to an in
quiry about Mr. Edwards’s letter, referred 
a reporter to Representative Henry B. 
Gonzalez, Democrat of Texas, who is ex
pected to become the. committee’s chair
man when and if it is re-created, • :

A spokesman. for Mr. Gonzalez said 
that if the committee were reconstituted 
and if Mr.: Gonzalez were selected as its 
chairman, “the concerns expressed by Mr. 
Edwards would be fully, considered and 
every ‘effort \will be made to satisfy 
them.”

16 to Speaker Thomas P. O’NeQlJr.; Jim 
Wright, the House majority leader; Repre
sentative Peter. W.. Rodino Jr.,. chairman; 
of the House Judiciary Committee, and 
three members of the select committee.

The use of hidden recording devices 
and stress evaluation techniques, Mr. Ed
wards said, “would constitute intentional 
invasions of the most fundamental rights 
of Americans.” He added, “I believe the 
use of these techniques by. a committee 
of Congress to be wrong, immoral and 
very likely illegal.”

The committee’s $6.5 million budget 
proposal for the first year of operations, 
made public in December, included $4,400 
for two ■ miniphone • recording devices, 
$8,000 for two stress evaluators and 
$2,800 for two polygraph machines. In 
addition, the committee budget set aside 
$120,000 for four technicians for its pro-; 
posed “polygraph-psychological stress 
evaluation unit.”........................   . ‘ 1 ■ ;

At a news conference last Friday, Rich
ard A. Sprague, the committee’s chief. 

. counsel, told newsmen‘that he did not 
intend to tell potential- witnesses that 
their recorded words later would-be sub
ject to stress evaluation aimed at deter
mining whether they were telling the 
truth. - ' , . .- ■ .

■ In addition to criticizing the proposed 
investigative techniques, Mr. Edwards

. Mr.. Edwards also criticized Mr; 
Sprague’s statement that the committee 
would make public, chiefly through hear
ings, the information it developed, even 
:f the disclosures might affect individuals 
dr government agencies only indirectly 
connected to the assassinations.

"If the above procedure is actually to 
be. employed, it seems .to me that you 
run the risk that innocent persons might

well be subject to criticisms or worse, 
when they have no reasonable connection, 
with, or involvement in, the tragedies,” 
Mr. Edwards said.- •■

Arguing that the committee should con
sider publication of carefully documented 
reports rather than public hearings, Mr. 
Edwards said that “a Congressional com
mittee must set much higher standards 
in protecting the rights of privacy of citi
zens since the protections afforded in our 
civil and criminal justice systems do not 
exist in a Congressional hearing room.”

Bullet to Be Tested
DALLAS, Jan. 5 (AP)—A bullet discov

ered two years ago near the site of Presi
dent Kennedy’s assassination in 1963 will 
be compared with those fired from the 
rifle that the Warren Commission said 
was used to kill President Kennedy, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation said.

R. H. Lester, 59 years old, a semiretired 
night watchman, said that he found the 
bullet with the use of a metal detector 
but did not turn it over to the bureau 
until last Nov. 30.



Assassination Panelt 

. Worfh the Trouble?

Larry L. King is the Star’s current ; 
writer inresidence. His columns np^i 
pear'on Mondays, Wednesdays and.; 
Sundays. . . . ■ '

CapitolHill was so deserted on*’ 
New Year’s Eve you could have fired 
a shotgun down the halls and riot hit 

' anybody.’ rc
Unless, that is, you had aimed at 

Room 2325 in the Raybum House Of- ■ 
fice Building. If you had happened to / 

• hit someone there, then, likely cries of . 
conspiracy would have been heard. /

For it was there the chief counsel -/ 
and members of.the Select Commit-. 
tee on Assassinations, which unit’s:; 
life was to expire at the stroke of the • 
New Year, held a press conference in. . 
hopes of. bolstering their chances of/ 
getting new life and new money when, 
the House takes up the question - 

■ tomorrow. /../ /.'.//
. They are not asking for a dollar 

six-bits. They are asking for more/ 
than S6.5 million and 170 employes; if; 
you want’a prediction, mind is that 
they will be required to settle for far 
less. . ,

A HIGH STAFF aide, well-con
nected to the Democratic leadership, ’ 
said over his morning coffee/ 
.“There’s a lot of skepticism in the 
House. The Assassination Committee 
is doubtlessly well-intended. But, 
frankly, I’ve heard much doubt ex

; pressed that after all theseyears 
they can find out who killed Cock 
Robin,”. .... . -

Mindful of opinion polls ,>showing- 
that the majority of the American / 
people suspect, conspiracies ' in the;... 
deaths of President Kennedy and Dr/ 
Martin Luther King, the House is 
likely to extend the committee’s Jife . 
but put. it on shbrt rations. It will 
throw a sop, and deftly step-back in 
case of a.splatter. ; ;

The committee — particularly its - 
chief counsel and director, Richard ■ 
A. Sprague — may have been guilty > 
of bad politics. Mr. Sprague, Iwho as 
first assistant district attorney! in 

. Philadelphia,put Tough Tony Boyle/ 
in jail for ordering the murder of a . 
United Mine Workers rival, may 
have made a mistake in asking to ad- ■ 
dress the Democratic caucus some 
days ago. : -

It violates tradition, for outsiders to 
participate in such cozy' proceedings. 
Sprague may have compounded, the 
act by having talked too long; grum- ’ 
bles also have been heard that he 

■ talked down to the members/ lectur- .
ing them in pedantic fashion that un-J 
less they gave him enough people and 

' money,to properly do the job then it,. 
' shouldn’t be attempted at "all;* t /

Although ;.h is^piessrige. may1 m ake/ 
perfectly gpod sense, some members/ 
did not appreciate Mr.'Spra^ue'si/ 
manner. Someone should have 
warned him that the House often 
tends tohonor.form over substance. ,

IF THE ASSASSINATION Commit- / 
tee — and, again, particularly,Mr. j 
Sprague— hoped its’New Year’s.Eve ' 
press conference might inspire en- ■ 
thusiasm for its costly approach, 
then they do not know much a£out 
leading horses to water. Here are 
some of Mr..Sprague’s answers when 

’ asked thewhos, whats, whys, wheres’
and whens U'.I will not get into that at . 
this time . ... I will not venture an 
opinion . . . Iwill not say from where, 
to where (that memo was sent)’. ...

. At this time I prefer riot to answer 
that . . .1 do not want to character
ize it / . . I do not think it would be 
helpful for us to get into what I think 
... at this point I’ll not get into a 
disclosure of what cocuments are in- '' 
volved . . . That's something-we’re. 
working on right now and I.think it 
inappropriate to comment.”

That Mr. Sprague represents him
self as an open mind, free of conjee- 
ture or speculation or premature con
clusions, is well and good. It may 
even be admirable and high-minded. • 
Again, however, he seeing guilty of 
bad tactics'. If you hold a press con

' ference designed to help your cause 
(and the llth-hour timing would so 
indicate) you might reasonably be 
expected to have something-to say. 
Mr. Sprague may be a whiz at jailing 
the erring, though I suggest he has 
much to be modest about with re
spect to raising money or advertising 
causes. ‘ ■

The chief counsel even proved un
willing to say whether he might at
tempt to interview James Earl Ray, 
the confessed killer of Dr. King, who 
has several times recanted his con
fession claiming to have performed 
the foul deed without help; his 
grounds were that “If I tell you that 
about X, then you will ask me the 

. same thing about Y and Z”. Who, Lee
Harvey Oswald? Jack Ruby? Obvi- . 
ously, if the investigation is to be 
worth a Confederate dime, -then 

' James Earl Ray must be quizzed
down to the bone. Where’s the harm ’ 
in saying so? .

Well, forgive me for getting on Mr. 
Sprague’s case. I wish him" well. 
There are many unresolved questions - 
— “hundreds” in his words r^liten'' 
ally a thousand,” according to lame
duck chairman Tom Downing, D-Va., i 

■ involving, among others, the FBI arid j
■CIA.

FOR EXAMPLE — as tlie commit-; 
tee asks — did the CIA deliberately 
avoid furnishing critical infatuation., 
to the FBI which would have resulted . 
in the surveillance of Lee-Harvey Os
wald prior to JFK’s assassination? If . 

' so, why? ■ •
, Was critical evidence withheld 
from the Warren.Commission? If so, 

: why? ■
' Who; arid where were the /FBI 
agents, known to have Dr. King

' . ; see KJNG.A-8



Continued From A-3

under close surveillance, at the time 
he was murdered? Was this surveil
lance deliberately curtailed just 
prior to his assassination? Again, if 
so, why?

Were unusual transfers of person
nel away from the motel where Dr. 
•King was staying, by the Memphis 
fire and police departments on the 
night before and the day of Dr. 
King's assassination, deliberate or 
accidental and did they adversely ef
fect security? In any case, who 
ordered this and what was that per
son’s reasons?

All that’s only the tip of the ice
berg.

I must join House skeptics in 
doubting whether these and other 
questions ever will be fully resolved, 
no matter the time and the money 
spent. If one presumes that the CIA, 
FBI or other government agencies 
once harbored dirty little secrets of 
such staggering magnitude, then 
must not one presume that these 12 
and eight years later any incriminat
ing documents long ago were deep- 
sixed? Is it likely that government 
agents or former agents, who for all 
these years may have been possessed 
of sensational information but kept 
their lips sealed, now will rush for
ward unleashing a tumble of words ?

UNLESS THE Assassination Com;

mittee Is able to produce conspira- • 

torsi in the flesh — an unfair and } 
next-to-impossible expectation — J 
then rijany doubts shall remain in;i 
plade. Americans weary of coverups;: 
and white washes and official lies*-, 
probably will greet anything less £ 
than clear and clean solutions with j 
renewed bursts of skepticism: “So r 
they investigated and didn’t turn up - 
much; sowhat else is new?” ;

Fair or not, new frustrations after ; 
a costly and highly publicized investi- « 
gation might only refuel the public; * 
anger. The mood in the House seems ; 
to be one of letting sleeping dogs lie, 
rather than to start new off-key bark<*. 
ings. Yoti may translate this into less;; 
money, fewer employes and more'; 
limited powers than the Assassina-. •:

• tion Committee would wish.
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counsel ana a i rec cor or me nause com
mittee investigating the assassinations of 
President Kennedy and the Rev. Dr. Mar
tin Luther King Jr. is a former prosecutor 
whose judgment and actions have been 
subject to formal criticism on a number 
of occasions.

According to Representative Thomas N. 
Downing, chairman of the House Select 
Committee on Assassinations, the contro
versial background of Richard A. 
Sprague, the committee’s chief counsel, 
was known to Congress when he was 
selected for the politically sensitive job 
of re-examining the conclusions of the 
previous investigations of the two kill
ings.

The committee was established on Sept. 
17 and Mr. Sprague’s selection was an
nounced two weeks later. Functioning for 
the last three months on a $15(1,000 budg
et, the committee how has a staff of 68 
lawyers, investigators and technicians.

With the release yesterday of an in
terim report describing what it called im-. 
portant new possible leads, Mr. Sprague 
and the members of the committee hope 
to persuade the House to provide at least 
$13 million for a two-year investigation 
by a staff of 170.

Opposition to Inquiry
However, there is some opposition in 

the House of Representatives to the com
mittee and some doubt about the need 
for the re-investigation and the size of 
the proposed budget. Mr. Sprague’s con
troversial record could affect the House 
debate over the committee’s future.

Mr. Sprague won wide acclaim for his 
successful prosecution of the killers of 
Joseph A. Yablonski, the United Mine 
Workers insurgent leader, and his family, 
and for the conviction of scores of other 
murderers in his 18-year career in the 
office of the Philadelphia District Attor
ney.

In a two-and-a-half-hour interview in 
the committee’s office this week, Mr. 
Sprague described himself as a dedicated 
public servant and said that most of the 
criticisms of him were a result of the 
highly tumultous nature of Pennsylvania 
politics.

But an examination of official reports 
and records and interviews with a num
ber of Philadelphians has uncovered at 
least five situations in which Mr. 
Sprague’s official and unofficial actions 
have been faulted by the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court, the Attorney General of 
Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Crime 
Commission and elected officials.

Three years ago, for example, the Penn
sylvania Attorney General issued a two- 
inch thick report on Mr. Sprague’s han
dling of a homicide case in which the son 
of a good friend was involved in a dispute 
leading to the death of a man named 
John Russell Applegate.

Problems Are Cited
“It is unfortunate that various matters

were not properly pursued in 1963 im
mediately after the death of Applegate,” 
the 1973 report concluded, citing un
resolved conflicts in the testimony of key 
participants, additional witnesses who 
were not interviewed, an incomplete fin
gerprint search at the death scene and 
faulty lie-detector and blood tests.

A second controversial case involved 
a Philadelphia detective who worked as 
Mr. Sprague’s chief investigator and who 
once trailed the husband of Mr. Sprague’s 
girlfriend to what was alleged to be a 
motel rendezvous with anotner woman. 
The detective testified under oath in a 
divorce proceeding that he had undertak
en the clandestine spying on his own time 
and without pay but at the request of 
Mr. Spragtie.

Two years later, the Supreme Court 
issued a decision involving the same do
mestic squabble in which Mr. Sprague 
was said to have done in his office much 
of the legal work that led to the arrest 
for contempt of court of the same man 
who had boon followed bv the detective

■' Th# N
Richard A. Sprague, right, confers with Representative

a friend, for example, Mr. Sprague argued 
that the alleged failure to make an ade
quate investigation should have been di
rected by the Attorney General's report 
at the Philadelphia police and not himself, 
even though he was in charge of both 
the individual case and the District Attor
ney’s homicide squad.

According to the Attorney’s General’s 
report on the affair, Mr. Sprague person
ally recommended that no charges be 
brought against Rocco Urella Jr. and Don
ald F. Scallessa, then students at LaSalle 
College, in the death of Mr. Applegate.

The report quoted Mr. Sprague as say
ing that he had handled the case at the 
request of Mr. Urella’s father, a close 
friend who at that time was a captain 
in the Pennsylvania state police.

Louis Vignola, at the time a district 
magistrate, said that because he was not 
a lawyer he had relied on Mr. Sprague's 
recommendation that there was insuffi
cient evidence to bring a murder charge 
in the case.

Mr. Sprague, according to the report, 
said that he did not believe it was im
proper for him to have handled this case 
because what the State Attorney Gener
al’s report now describes as a faulty po
lice investigation had not found any evi
dence that the son of his friend had con
tributed to Mr. Applegate’s death.

Domestic Case Explained
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Concerning his actions regarding the 
former husband of his girlfriend, Mr. 
Sprague said that he now understands 
how the use of a county detective, even 
if voluntary, might be subject to misun
derstanding.

“Thinking of It subsequently, I don’t 
think there was anything wrong with my 
action but it would have been wiser per
haps to have hired a private investiga
tor,” he said.

But Mr. Sprague defended his role In 
helping his friend obtain a contempt, of 
court citation and criticized the Pennsyl
vania Supreme Court on the grounds that 
it had issued its opinion in the case with
out giving either him or the judge who 
signed the contempt citation an oppor
tunity to make their case.

As for the report by the Citizens Crime 
Commission of Philadelphia, Mr. Sprague 
dismissed it as a substantively weak and 
politically motivated document whose 
publication had been arranged by the 
present Philadelphia District attorney. F.
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participants, additional witnesses who 
were not interviewed, an incomplete fin
gerprint. search at the death scene and 
faulty lie-detector and blood tests.

A second controversial case Involved 
a Philadelphia detective who worked as 
Mr. Sprague’s chief investigator and who 
once trailed the husband of Mr. Sprague’s 
girlfriend to what was alleged to be a 
motel rendezvous with anotner woman. 
The detective testified under oath in a 
divorce proceeding that he had undertak
en the clandestine spying on his own time 
and without pay but at the request of 
Mr. Sprague.

Two years later, the Supreme Court 
issued a decision involving the same do
mestic squabble in which Mr. Sprague 
was said to have done in his office much 
of the legal work that led to the arrest 
for contempt of court of the same man 
who had been followed by the detective.

The court’s 1969 decision characterized 
the contempt of court action that led to 
the arrest of this man as a "gross injus
tice” and said that the legal proceedings 
"were sorely lacking in due process."

U.S. Agency Criticism
Concerning Mr. Sprague’s administra

tive abilities, the Citizens Crime Commis
sion of Philadelphia made public two 
years ago a 60-page report on the Phila
delphia prosecutor’s office that had been 
compiled by Charles Rogovin, a criminal 
justice consultant, under a grant from 
the United States Law Enforcement As
sistance Administration.

“The principal impressions received 
during the initial review of this office
were an inordinate concentration of au- ’, . .. . -
thority in the first assistant district attar- »cause the Philadelphia police and fire de-
ney, Mr. Sprague, a lack of necessary 
delegations of authority to division chiefs 
and very serious deficiencies in adminis
tration throughout the entire organiza
tion,” Mr. Rogovin concluded.

Representative Downing, the head of 
the select committee, said in response 
to a detailed inquiry that he tended “to 
think that Mr. Sprague’s overall qualifica
tions minimized any indiscretions he may 
have made during his career.”

fBIE GFrrcn
Short Hills Mall, N.J,

No Background Investigation
Mr. Downing, a Virginia Democrat who 

will retire from Congress next week, ac
knowledged that he had never heard of 
the various official criticisms concerning 
Mr. Sprague and th,at Mr. Sprague had 
been selected as chief counsel without a 
background investigation.

Mr. Downing said that, based on his 
experience in working with Mr. Sprague 
over the last three months, he was con
vinced the former prosecutor would make 
"a great contribution to the committee’s 
effort.”

He said he had selected Mr. Sprague 
from a list of about six candidates after 
an interview. A number of members of 
the committee apparently helped in the 
preparation of the final list, but neither 
Mr. Downing nor Representative Henry 
B. Gonzales, the Texas Democrat who 
is expected to be named the next chair
man, could remember who specifically 
recommended Mr. Sprague.

Mark Lane, one of the leading critics 
of the official explanation of President 
Kennedy’s assassination, has said that he 
recommended Mr. Sprague. One commit
tee source, however, said that the Phila
delphia prosecutor had been suggested 
by several Congressmen.

In addition to Mr. Sprague’s general 
defense of his reputation, the former 
prosecutor offered detailed explanations 
of each of the criticisms of his actions 
that he contended showed the criticisms 
were groundless.

Concerning the criticism of his handling 
of the murder case involving the son of

if voluntary, might be subject to misun
derstanding.

“Thinking of it subsequently, I don’t 
think there was anything wrong with my 
action but it would have been wiser per
haps to have hired a private investiga
tor,” he said.

But Mn.Snragiie defended his role in 
helping Ms friend,obtain a contempt of 
court citation and criticized the Pennsyl
vania Supreme Cdttrton the. grounds that 
it had issued its opinion in the case with
out giving either him or the judge who 
signed the contempt citation an oppor
tunity to make their case.

As for the report by the Citizens Crime 
Commission of Philadelphia, Mr. Sprague 
dismissed it as a substantively weak and 
politically motivated document whose 
publication had been arranged by the 
present Philadelphia District Attorney, F. 
Emmett Fitzpatrick, with whom he had 
many disputes.

Other Cases in Dispute
A number of other actions of Mr. 

Sprague have been questioned or Criti
cized. On May 25, 1972, for example, the 
Philadelphia District Attorney’s office 
charged Gregory P. Walter, one of that 
city’s leading investigative reporters, 
with recording his own telephone conver
sations without informing the persons to 
whom he was talking.

Mr. Sprague, then the busy first assist
ant district attorney, personally handled 
the prosecution of Mr. Walter in the 
misdemeanor court. It resulted in a con
viction and a $350 fine. Mr. Walter’s law-
yer, Gregory M. Harvey, argued that be-

partments routinely recorded all incom
ing calls without informing the callers, 
the case appeared to represent selective 
enforcement: of an unusual Pennsylvania
law.

The case againstt Mr. Walter was “ter
minated” by agreement between his law
yer and the district attorney after it was 
appealed to the next court.

In an unusual disposition, the misde
meanor conviction and associated fine 
were “terminated” by the district attor
ney after Mr. Walter appealed his case.

Mr. Sprague said the decision to prose
cute Mr. Walter, who was working on 
a major story about police corruption, 
was made by Arlen Specter, then the Dis
trict Attorney, and that he had personally 
handled the prosecution in the lower 
court at the specific request of Mr. Spect
er.

Several months later, on April 19, 1973, 
Mr. Sprague brought a $2 million libel 
suit against The Philadelphia Inquirer, 
Mr. Walter and several other reporters 
and editors, for a series of articles about 
his handling of the Applegate murder. 
This action is stiji pending.

Crime Commission Criticism
During the summer of 1971, the Penn

sylvania Crime Commission, controlled by 
the Democratic administration of Gov. 
Milton J. Shapp, issued a report charging 
widespead political corruption in Dela
ware County, a Republican stronghold. 
On Sept. 24, 1971, Stephen McEwen Jr., 
the Delaware County District Attorney, 
announced the appointment of Mr. 
Sprague as a special prosecutor to look 
into the allegations of corruption.

On June 30, 1974, the crime commission 
issued another report charging that "de
spite possessing extensive records of 
what appears to be systematic forced po
litical contributions by county officials, 
Mr. Sprague has issued no criminal 
charges and has not yet even reported 
on the results of his investigation despite 
the passage of nearly three years.”

Four months later, on Oct. 18, Mr. 
Sprague issued ins own 36-page report.

Ever fee 
end? Tr 
New Yoi 
With Th, 
home yc 
informal 
In additi 
talk poll 
Wicker । 
Red Sm 
be read 
that’s n 
Of cour 
your va 
day anc 
Call yoi

to get I



tNHAM
farlcTtaiH

1 — The chief 
the House com- 
assassinations of 

the Rev. Dr. Mar- 
ormer prosecutor 
ttions have been 
sm on a number

tative Thomas N. 
the House Select 
tions, the contro- 
>f Richard A. 
’s chief counsel, 
;s when he was 
illy sensitive job 
nclusions of the 
of the two kill-

ablished on Sept, 
election was an- 
■. Functioning for 
a $150,000 budg- 

nas a staff of 68 
d technicians.
terday of an in- 
vhat it called im-, 
ids, Mr. Sprague 
committee hope

> provide at least 
ear investigation

inquiry
ne opposition in 
lives to the com
about the need 
and the size of 

•. Sprague’s con- 
iffect the House 
e’s future.
j acclaim for his 
rf the killers of 
he United Mine 
•, and his family, 
f scores of other 
ir career in the 
a District Attor-

ww

.r.

Tfa Naw York Tlmo»/Goor«T«mM
NctodlSpragMglit; corfew with Representative Walter E. Fauntroy

Ml

^w trict Attorney’s office, had been dlscov- 
cred to have lied about her qualifications 
and training.

"^ Both Mr. Sprague and Arlen Specter, 
then the Philadelphia District Attorney, 
unsuccessfully argued that the misstate
ments by Mrs. Malatratt were of no im
portance because she was in fact an ex- 

- pert witness.
Even Mr. Sprague’s string of convic

tions in the Yablonski murders has not 
been free from criticism. Although the 
special prosecutor is widely praised for 
dogged detective work and brilianl 
courtroom tactics in the long series of 
state and Federal trials, their expense did 
become an issue.

According to Frank Mascara, the newly 
elected comptroller in Washington Coun
ty. Pa.; one reason he won the Democratic 
primary earlier, this year was his criticism 
of his opponent—who had held the posi
tion for . 20 years—-for approving the 
$440,000 expense of the trials.

"Sprague wasn’t very careful with the 
money during the first trial and I raised 
tell about it,” said Mr. Mascara in a re
cent interview. "They Would say you 
can’t put a price tag on justice and I 
would say baloney, you can have justice 
in a frugal manner.”

Mr. Sprague, in his interview, denied 
that the.cost of the trials was in any 
way extravagant and pointed out that 
the state ultimately refunded most of the 
county’s expenditures for the prosecution. 
But the select committee’s estimate that
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a friend, for example, Mr. Sprague argued 
that the alleged failure to make an. ade
quate investigation should have been di
rected by the Attorney General’s report 
at the Philadelphia police and not himself, 
even though he was in charge of both 
the individual case and the District Attor
ney’s homicide squad.

According to the Attorney’s General’s 
report on the affair, Mr. Sprague person
ally recommended that no charges be 
brought against Rocco Urella Jr. and Don
ald F. Scallessa, then students at LaSalle 
College, in the death of Mr. Applegate.

The report quoted Mr. Sprague as say
ing that he had handled the case at the 
request of Mr. Urella’s father, a close 
friend who at that time was a captain 
in the Pennsylvania state police.

Louis Vignola, at the time a district 
magistrate, said that because he was not 
a lawyer he had relied on Mr. Sprague’s 
recommendation that there was insuffi
cient evideiice to bring a murder charge 
in the case.

Mr. Sprague, according to the report, 
said that he did not believe it was im
proper for him to have handled this case 
because what the State Attorney Gener
al’s report now describes as a faulty po
lice investigation had not found any evi
dence that the son of his friend had con
tributed to Mr. Applegate’s death.

Domestic Case Explained
Concerning his actions regarding the 

former husband of his girlfriend, Mr. 
Sprague said that he now understands 
how the use of a county detective, even 
if voluntary, might be subject to misun
derstanding.

“Thinking of it subsequently, I don’t 
think there was anything wrong with my 
action but it would have been wiser per
haps to have hired a private investiga
tor," he said.

But Mr. Sprague defended his role in 
helping his friend obtain a contempt of 
court citation and criticized the Pennsyl
vania Supreme Court on the grounds that 
it had issued its opinion in the case with
out giving either him or the judge who 
signed the contempt citation an oppor
tunity to make their case.

As for the report by the Citizens Crime 
Ccrm^-i-on of Philadelphia. Mr. Sprague

denouncing the crime commission for de
nouncing him and accusing the commis- 
sion of refusing to cooperate with his 
investigation of Delaware County, done 
with the distance of two detectives and 
two assistant district attorneys from 
Phiadelphia and volunteer law students.

During his interview, Mr. Sprague said 
that his investigation and report on Dela
ware County had been delayed because 
he at the same time was serving- as spe
cial prosecutor in the Yablonski killing 
and as first assistant district attorney in 
Philadelphia.

On Feb. 24, 1967, Paul Delahanty was 
found not guilty of homicide in a Phila
delphia courtroom. The principal reason 
for the decision: a Police Department evi
dence expert named Agnes Bell Malatratt, 
who had repeatedly testified as a profes
sional witness for the Philadelphia Dis-

its investigation will cost at least $13 
million hasalready been criticized as ex
travagantly several members of Con
gress. ,

Mr. Sprague, In his interview, denied 
thatf the cost of the trials was in any 
way extravagant and pointed out that 
the state ultimately had refunded most 
of the county’s expenditure for the prose? 
cution. He also noted that! the county 
prosecutor who had asked him to be spe
cial prosecutor, unlike the comptroller, 
was re-elected. But the select committee's 
estimate that its investigation will cost 
at least $13 million has already been criti
cized as extravagant by several members 
of Congress.

"There is a price to being a public offi
cial, to being in the goldfish bowl, but 
it doesn’t mean you have to be subject 
to smears and distortions," Mr. Sprague 
said at the end of the interview.

"I do feel the public in general does 
not have dedicated people serving in the 
public interest. But I happen to think I 
have been a good public servant,” he said.
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iDafa on Oswald ? 
^isassiiiations PanelX 
^Issues. Report to House 
^ BY NORMAN KEMPSTER • ' ^

J|mH Stitt Wrlftrj i,|A.^^ 

J’< WASWGTON-^ CIAwith-: 
;held’from; the FBI for almost two 
.'months in 1963 information that Lee 
Harvey Oswald had talked with Cu - • ; 

.ban" and Soviet officials about his de- : 
• sire to visit those countries,'a House 
committee reported Friday.?.^?*-.-? ^ i 

;?/Jle Select Committee on Assassih- 
yations" indicated in a report to the full? 
’House that its investigation of the 
•murder of President John F. Kennedy. : 
"would’focus early in 1977 on a trip , 
.Oswald'had made-to',Mexico City in : 
^October; 1963; v^-h^o^-';'?’<?. • 
;s Chief Counsel Richard A.. Sprague-' 
.'.’said ..that the; committee ' staff had / 
'learned that a CIA’message describ- : 
Ting; Oswald’s activities in Mexico to • 
j'federal -agencies suchas.the.FBI had > 
’been rewritten to eliminate any men- J 
tion. of his request for Cuban' and So- ; 

'-viet visas. The message was sent-.in ’ ■ 
-.October, more than a month before ; 
ithe Nov."22,1963, assassination. ' :̂ 
^?The CIA discovered Oswald’s.pre-?; 
Ssehcelatlthefembassiestthroughits';- 
^routine surveillance.of those facilities. 
^Because Oswald had once defected to 
/the’Soviet Union, the* CIA and FBI 
^haddoeen-interested' in Jus activities; 
^eve^before the. Keimedytassassina-- 
ii tion; ^/-.' jy-’y ^ .* '1 ^-i-a-j-'.’; 
i^-ilifc CIA’s decisiomtOTwi’thhold in-- 
/formation was reversed shortly after - 
fKennedy-was killed..The.nge.ncy:fe-J 
:’. ported Oswald’s efforts to .visit Cuba 
'.jahdUieSoviet.Uniorilbbth.totte FBI •

/'gate and the chairman of the King subcom
mittee’ said that no decision had been made 

' on accepting Ray’s offer. • • ...
and to the Warren Commission, which con-' 
eluded that Oswald was the assassin and 
had acted alone. / . . •

Sprague told a press conference that it 
’ vas impossible without more information

- However, Sprague indicated that it prob -. 
ably would be accepted.’ •. -

0 know why the CIA had censored its own ’ "Any and all people who have relevant
message. - • . , • ; ■ . . information will be interrogated,’’Sprague
; But he said the incident raised two inter- .said. - . • . - :. ■- . ' . .• •
esting, questions:, what might the other. /In-.a personal statement issued.in con- 
igencies have done differently if they had junction with the report, Rep. Henry: B. 
)een more fully informed and why did the Gonzalez (D-Tex.), who is to become com- 
CIA decide to remove'"information -that mittee chairman in the new year; said a 
was considered pertinent enough to be put • thorough investigation was needed to an- 
ih an initial draft of the message?” ^'. *.£ $ ” | swer hundreds of pressing questions. J?’ V ., 
• - There were no Erm conclusions in the • Gonzalez said that the committee’ hoped 
report, which the 12-member committee - to discover whether former FBI Director J.. 
prepared after the first three months of its/-Edgar Hoover’s now. well-known animosi- * 

:• investigation into the murders, of Kennedy ty toward King had affected the FBI’s in
land civil rightsleader. Dr.-Martin Luther-’- -Vestigation of the assassination; vi ■ ,yc 
’King.?? vA^’-W ^i^Pitv ;yi; .^‘r;; However, Gonzalez said, the committee’s 

■ Technically/thd cbriftnlttee^gdesout of';■•'workcould go well beyond.the killings of 
. business Tuesday, with the end of the ses- /Kennedy and King.','.7 i‘.‘!.'iv ^i.--; .: .■•■ 
sibn of Congress in which it was-formed. • ’"' . The, committee can shed light "on the 
The purpose of the year-end report was to larger issue of political, murder and vi- 
urge the new Congress to reestablish the ? olence,” Gonzalez said. “.We should not 
committee and to give it.$6,5,million io pay ...forget .that .President. Ford had his own 

■ for the first year of whatcpuld.be-a two-”-'yarrow escapes) no member of the House 
year investigation.- /-Mr^'for-

• *: - % /^i^U'^^^et1 ‘that the Capitol ./"Building?; was

ment, the committee has initiated prelim-'’? 
inary investigations into new and pre- ? 

. viously uhpursued leads in both-assassins- . L 
lions,” the report said. • * •- ^i? ^j;;17 -. 

* ” The committee said its staff investigators ■ 
had recently .’'questioned a. former CIA: 
agent - who had ■.’’personal knowledge”, of. 
Oswald’s visits-ter, the Soviet and. Cuban'- 
embassies in Mexico.-As a result of that in- 

.terview, ^e "report? said,: staff, members 
.were sent to Mexico,’.Where they found and 
questionedadditioni witnesses;-^ 

;$:ifHiese.witnesses had never.been sought,- 
out before-by any investigative body, not--, 
withstanding the.factthat they had impor-/ 
tant information.’concerning statements by:

, Lee -Harvey Oswald in Mexico within-W 
days of the assassination of PresidentKen- 
siedy,” the report said. •-.>,: ^V’^^ •

The report said’also that the committee 
staff had interviewed'a person who.assert- 

: ed that he had discussed the King murder i 
with James Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty 

. to the crime. The unidentified witness said' 

.that Ray.had told.him about contacting an 
, associate in Europe, to receive, further in- 
> structions. The story, which was told to re
porters by a committee member: several 
weeks ago, has not been verified/^?. a 

’’ In a letter to New York Times columnist 
Anthony Lewis, Ray offered this week to - 
testify under oath at a committee hearings

:But Sprague and Walter F..Fauntroy,the«

-was. “to find out not just what happened 
but why.”



Assassination Questions
Require Probe, Panel Says
\^ By David Burnham disturbing questions” which remain

\' New York Time* News service unanswered about the two cases.
The House Select Committee on “Did ^ Central Intelligence Ag- 

Assassinations reported yesterday en.cy deliberately avoid furnishing 
that its preliminary investigation of Eflt!Ca‘ information to the Federal 
the deaths of President John F. Bureau of Investigation which would 
Kennedy and the Rev. Dr. Martin Lu- have resulted in the surveillance of 
ther King Jr. had uncovered enough LeeHarveyOswaldpriortotheassas- 
unresolved questions to require a con- sination of President Kennedy? the 
tinuing investigation of the killings. - ~ committee report asked. < ,

The committee made the statement Concerning the killing of King, the 
in an interim report recommending committee cited James Earl Ray s 
that the 95th Congress - which meets “n®xP!ained c°urt ™m statement in 
for the first time Tuesday - approve 1969 disagreeing with remarks made 
a $6.5 million budget Tor the first year bJ his lawyer and the state prosecutor 
of a two-year investigation. that there had not been a conspiracy

The report said that on the basis of 1°CIVI rights leader. • 
"numerous areas of inquiry and the . The committee does not mean to 
necessity to preserve evidence al- imply that there was or was not a con- 
ready under subpoena," the commit- spiracy, it merely indicates that this 
tee unanimously recommends “that >s one of the areas which requires fur- 
the Select Committee on Assassina- ther investigation, especially in view 

! tions be immediately reestablished to 0 , ..1 ,e to obtain a full state- 
. continue the investigation.” ment of involvement from Ray by the

« Tennessee authorities.”
THE COMMITTEE CITED several Legislation establishing the select 

: examples of what it called “new and committee was approved last Sept. 17 
\ ; by the House and it has been operat-

' ing under a $150,000 budget for the
last three months. At the preset time 
it has a staff of 68.

THE PANEL several weeks ago ap
proved a recommendation by Rich
ard A. Sprague, its chief counsel and 
director, that the investigation of the 
assassinations would require at least 
$13 million and two years to complete.

The committee’s report and pro
posed budget will be used by its 
members to persuade the House to 
reestablish the committee and grant 
it the funds that Sprague has said are 
required to conduct an independent 
investigation of the two cases.

The committee noted that 12 years 
had passed since the Warren Com
mission released its report finding 
that Lee Harvey Oswald was the sole 
assassin of President Kennedy and 
eight years has passed since James 
Earl Ray’s plea of guilty was ac- 

_____ c«^ted.



Assassinations |
Panel Cites Need

G'^r 
1^ Associated Press , ;X, . , .

A new in-depth. investigation into 
the assassinations of. President Ken
nedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
is needed to resolve lingering myste
ries surrounding the slayings, the 
House Select Committee on Assassina- 

. tions said yesterday,‘
7 The. committee made its statement 
to justify its .’formal request for $6.5 
million to pursue leads about James 
Earl Ray, the confessed, slayer of 
King, and Lee Harvey Oswald, identi
fied' by the Warren Commission as. the 
v •’H who shot Kennedy. . , .

hese include uncorroborated testi
. :y that Ray received instructions 

a secret conspirator during his 
. ;at to escape arrest, after King’s 
.tying. Another involves the Central 

, intelligence Agency’s surveillance of 
Oswald in Mexico City less than two 
months before the Kennedy? assassina
tion. ' .
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King Probes
Richard A; Sprague, counsel and 

director of the House Assassinations 
Committee, which is investigating the 
murders of President John F. Kennedy 
ond Martin Luther King Jr., was inter
viewed by Washington Star Staff Writer 
Jeremiah O'Leary.

Question: You have the reputation 
as a tough prosecutor from the 
Yablonski-Boyle case. Would you 
have taken on this new assignment if 
you were satisfied that we have 
every thing we need to know ?

Sprague: I took this assignment 
because I was satisfied an investiga
tion was going to be done. I was also 
satisfied that many questions have 
been raised about the president's 
assassination. It seemed to me most 
important that the inquiries to be 
conducted today be done in a thor
ough, dispassionate manner. My pur
pose has nothing to do with what con
clusions we ultimately come to but 
whether or not it is possible to get a 
group of professionals to do the kind 
of job which ultimately satisfies the 
broad base of the public.

Q: That seems to imply that you 
have some doubts if the previous 
investigations were complete and 
totally satisfying.

A: I wouldn’t put it on that basis. It : 
seems to me that we are commencing i 
these investigations without assump- i 
tions However, it is certainly clear I 
that, say, in the investigation of the [ 
assassination of President Kennedy i 
the investigative agencies that were j 
used by the Warren Commission ap- I 
pear to have had areas concerning | 
their own efforts, their own involve- i 
ment, which they did not disclose to I 
the Warren Commission. That does ! 
raise a question of the thoroughness i 
of that investigative effort. In the 
King case, it is obvious from an I 
examination of the transcript of when i 
James Earl Ray pleaded guilty that 1 
Rafy disputed a statement made by 
his own lawyers and the state prose- 
cutor that there was no conspiracy. > 
No one seemed to have the interest of ■ 
saying to Ray: “What is it you’re [ 
talking about?’ That raises the ques- i 
tion whether the inquiry was con- i 
cerned with finding out whether J 
others participated. Whether, in fact, ' 
others did, whether, in fact, the areas 
that the CIA and the FBI may have 
withheld from the Warren Commis
sion affected any conclusions we >

■ See SPRAGUE, A-14 '



the investigatory process was thor
ough and definitive.

Q: In both examinations are you 
going back to Square One?

A: Yes.I think that in each case it 
is essential in doing a thorough inves
tigation to start with the two assassi
nations as you would do in any homi
cide case. The-body-at-the-scene, so 
to speak. And then you've got to 
investigate what led to the scene.

Q: What impediment is it going to 
be that a fair number of the partici
pants, in the Kennedy case, for in
stance, are now dead ? - *-

A: It is a problem, of course. The. 
question arises also as to the time 
that has elapsed. We’re being called 
to the scene of these two murders 13 
and 8 years later. That makes the 
investigative task more difficult. But 
I daresay that it’s not quite as dif
ficult as it would be if you waited 
another five years. There is an 
advantage in that there is a mass of 
material, that there are live wit
nesses who are yet living in each of 
these cases. The fact that there are 
difficulties ought not to mean “Let’s 
not make the attempt.’ It may be that 
after the attempt is made those prob
lems may make it impossible but let’s 
make the attempt and find out.

Q: Will you be using the original 
findings as the base point and go 

' from there?
A: Not the findings so much but 

what is the evidence which led to con
clusions and whether or not that evi
dence is solid and substantial and 
corroborative or whether, in fact, it 
is not so. I think, in fact, to do an 
investigation we have to find out 
what has been done up until now. I do 
think it is essential that we must 
bring together all of the material that 
exists for each of these assassina
tions and all the investigating effort 
that has taken place up until now.

Q: It seems apparent that the War
ren Commission accepted only that 
which was given to them, you have
no intention, then, of accepting that?,

A: No. It is important that we ob-

RICHARD A. SPRAGUE
Starting all over

tain the reports and data upon which 
these reports were predicated. But 
our investigation is going to mean 
our own interviews of witnesses at 
the source. Even when we say FBI 
reports we are talking about going 
back to the man who made the re
ports and finding out from him who 
the sources of his information are. 
One thing I’ve found is that people 
who prepare reports put into that re
port the things they think are inter
esting, relevant. There are often mat
ters that are omitted that are more 
germane than that which is put in the 
report. In fact, I’ve found on many 
occasions that the author of the re
port lets his attitude and feelings 
color to a certain extent that which is 
reported.

Q: Is it disturbing to you that al 
least two agencies failed to report to 
the Warren Commission all the facts 
now well known — Oswald’s threat
ening letter to the FBI and CIA ac
tivities or plans concerning Cuba ?

A: The answer is that it absolutely 
disturbs me. It disturbs me from
many standpoints. It raises a ques
tion as to whether or not there are 
other areas which similarly have not

it All Started With Flick of a Cigarette
NEW YORK (UPI) — A fight broke 

out among Christmas revelers at
tempting to board an elevator in a 
Bronx apartment house early yester
day. When it was over, five persons 
had been stabbed and six were under 
arrest, police reported.

According to police, 10 men were 
waiting to board an elevator in a 
building shortly after 1 a.m. to attend 
a party.

“Someone flicked a cigarette and it 
hit someone else in the face,” a police

spokesman said. “Words were ex
changed and the fists started flying; 
then someone got a knife out.” z ,

The five injured all were stabbed in 
the abdomen, the spokesman said. 
Two of the injured were treated for 
stab wounds and released. Three 
others were admitted to a hospital, 
where a spokeswoman said they were 
in stable condition. Six men were 
being held pending arraignments in 
criminal court police said.



I they would not have complied fully 
| with that presidential order.

I Q: Certain elements of evidence — 
I autopsy reports, photographs, etc. — 
I have been put under seal. Does your 
I subpoena power allow you to get at 
I these?

! A: In my view, the answer is yes.

j Q: Do you expect to get the cooper- 
I ation of the agencies involved in this 

.probe?

A: Well, I can’t speak for the fu
ture, of course. In the long run we 
will have to see if indications of coop
eration which are stated to be at this 
point will, in fact, continue as we 
may get into hairier areas. As of this 
date the indications are the agencies 
will cooperate with our getting ac
cess to materials.

Q: How do you say you want this or 
that document wih material locked 

t up in secret agency files?

A: One of the things we are in the 
process of arranging with those agen
cies is that personnel from this office 
will have access to their material at 
their place. We will go through the 
files and we will make the determina
tion as to what they have that we’ll 

. want here;

Q: What do you do about a man 
■ like James Earl Ray? Can you sub

poena him and if he refuses to talk 
what can you do — he’s already got a 
life sentence?

A: He’s serving a period of years 
; in jail which in effect is the same as a 

life sentence. Keep in mind, anyone 
; that I know of that is serving a life 

sentence keeps alive the hope ulti
mately of a parole and being in the 
good graces of a parole board. We’re 
not talking about that particular per
son now. Thefe are laws. Any and all 

, witnesses subject to the jurisdiction 
of the United States ae subject to sub
poena power of this committee. Each 
witness called before the committee 
must answer the questions under 
oath that are presented or asked of 
that witness. The only exception is 
where the witness could properly in
voke the privilege against self-in
crimination or in the event that the 
question is beyond the scope of the 
committee. In the event that a wit
ness even wanted to invoke the privi
lege against self-incrimination there 
are other avenues for the committee 
to take.

Q: Such as? . "

A: Such as the immunity powers to 
compel testimony. The Congress has 
that authority. I happen to be a big 
believer in using this power, though 
sparingly. In the Yablonskicases, for 
example, you note that we did not

„ . W-*'—•© ^.•...m^u M kVSUOCU) 1UIU* 
ing other ways, other avenues. Going 
time and time again. Ultimately peo
ple who appear at first blush like 
they do not want to talk about vari
ous matters end up perhaps being 
wiling to. I don’t want to talk about 
any particular person, though, even 
in a hypothetical cases.

Q: You’ve put forward a budget re
quest of $6.5 million for the first year. 
Doesn’t that seem like a lot of 
money?

A: I take it that my job is, as a 
professional, to come up with my best 
opinion as to what is needed — re
cruiting a top-notch staff, directing it 
in a professional manner. It is up to 
the Congress to decide if they think 
the cost is too high. But investiga
tions are costly. Heretofore, when the 
Congress wanted to investigate some
thing they could call on the other 
branches of government. They could 
call on the FBI, the CIA, the field of
fices. But they can’t do that in this 
case. The investigatory team must be 
indepedent because those are agen
cies. that to some extent are going to 
be investigated. In New York State 
they ar investigating scandals involv
ing nursing homes. Now, with all due 
respect to nursing home scandals, 
they are not quite as important as 
investigating whether there were 
other people in existence who took 
part in the assassination of the presi
dent of the United States. But in that 
one investigation, New York State 
has created a special prosecutor who 
has a staff of 65 attornys, 156 auditor
accountants, another 100 investiga
tors, another 100 back-up people. He 
has a $6 million yearly budget. He 
has, in addition, 40 investigating 
grand juries whose cost is not in that 
$6 million. So when we talk about in 
two investigations having a total of 80 
attorneys and investigators and a 
total staff with the back-up of 170 
people, the truth of the matter is that 
that is as bare-boned on organization 
as youcan have.

Q: What are your feelings as to 
how the House will respond to this re
quest?

A: I haven’t the slightest idea. I 
really feel that that is not my prob
lem, that I was not brought down 
here to become an advocate or a 
salesman. The determination 
whether to investigate is one that 
was made by the Congress. The one 
-thing that I’ve tried to make clear to 
the public and the Congress and the 
media is that the worse thing would 
be the appearance of an investigation 
that would, in fact, be hypocritical. It 
is better that it not be done than to do 
it in a way that did not provide for 
adequate financing. It is either to be 
done thoroughly, definitively or don’t 
do it. Don’t do it in a manner that is 
going to raise more questions than 
exist today.
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Most Americans Believe V^ 
Oswald Did Not Act Alone

By George Gallup
PRINCETON; N.J.—As the House Select Com

mittee on Assassinations begins its investigations, 
the overwhelming majority of Americans believe 
that others besides Lee Harvey Oswald were in
volved in the assassination of President Kennedy 
in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963.

In the latest survey, just completed, 80 per cent 
think others were involved in the assassination, 
while only 11 per cent think Oswald acted alone. 
Nine per cent do not express an opinion.

Persons with a college background, while over
whelmingly of the. opinion that some form of con
spiracy was involved, are less inclined to hold this 
view than are persons with less than a college back
ground.

Approximately one-half of the survey respondents 
who believe others were involved did. not name a 
specific group. Among those who did, however, Cuba 
or Premier Fidel Castro were mentioned most often. 
Other responses frequently given are “the Mafia,” . 
“Communists,” and the Central Intelligence Agency.

The same survey also shows that few Americans 
believe James Earl Ray acted on his own in the 
assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. ‘in Memphis on April 4, 1968. Only 18 per cent 
hold this view, while 69 per cent think others were 
involved and 13 per cent'do not express ah opinion.

An investigation into the assassinations of Ken-, 
nedy and King was recently begun by the newly 
established House Select Committee on Assassina
tions—the sixth to be conducted on a.large scale by 
government officials since Kennedy was assassi
nated. . , . . , . .

©1976. Field Enterprises, Inc. , .
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Jack Anderson and Les Whitten

Evidence Points to a King Plot
House Investigators have uncov- sations between Lee Harvey Oswald budget of $6 million for its second :House Investigators have uncov

ered dramatic new evidence that the
convicted killer of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. may not have acted alone.

The murder was pinned on James

and personnel within the Cuban and 
Soviet embassies in Mexico City.” 
; Oswald’s conversations, according 
to our sources, were monitored by 
the Central Intelligence Agency. Im
mediately, staff members “were dis-

Earl Ray, an esaped convict, who 
used phony passports to slip out of 
the country. According to the investi
gators, he got as far as Portugal; conducted further interviews,’’ the 
where he received “further instruc- report discloses. No evidence has
tions” from a secret conspirator. been uncovered so far, however, that

Ray was finally tracked down in Oswald discussed the Kennedy assas- 
London and extradited to the United sinatlon at either embassy.

patched to Mexico City where they

year. -;
Rep. Henry B. Gonzales (D-Tex.), the 

incoming chairman of the assassina
tion committee, told us he is con
vinced that Sprague is right.

Conflict Curbs—President-elect
Jimmy Carter, armed with an unpub-
lished survey showing that 
ees are abysmally ignorant of

l UU^UM" J 
employ- 
conflict. |

of interest laws, plans to make an ex-

States for trial. His activities in Portu- . The committee will probe deeply 
gal, meanwhile, have been concealed 
from the authorities for eight years.

Not until a few weeks ago did the 
House investigators learn about Ray’s 
Portugal connection from “a witness 
who had never previously been inter- ■ 
viewed by any investigative agency.”

The investigators reported this 
startling development confidentially 
to the Select Committee on Assassina
tions. “Ray contacted another person 
from whom he received further in
structions,” they disclosed cautiously

Into any connection between the CIA 
and Kennedy’s assassination. The 
agency, we have learned, has more 
than 60 cartons of top secret docu
ments “relating to the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy and 
the activities of Lee Harvey Oswald 
prior to that assassination.”

Meanwhile, the committee staff is 
anxiously awaiting congressional ap
proval of their reauest for a record 
$6.5 million to investigate the assassi
nations. Behind closed, doors, Ri

in a preliminary report
They didn’t mention in the report 

where the contact was made, except 
that it was “out of the United States.” 
We have established that the location

chard Sprague, the panel’s brilliant 
staff director from Philadelphia, dra
matically laid out his plans, and per
suaded even the most stubborn mem- 

i bers of the committee that the money
.was necessary. .

Sprague pointed out that, com-

ecutive order on the problem one of 
his first orders of business. , ■ .

According to the survey, prepared 
by Ralph Nader’s Center for Law and. 
Social Policy, the conflict laws are so 

: complex that employees can’t under
stand them.

In fact, the employees told the Na
der interviewers, the legal terminol
ogy is “so boring and burdensome” 
that they sign federal job agreements 
without even reading the regulations.-

Some agencies, states the report, 
don’t even bother to provide workers 
with the written laws. Instead, the 
employees receive quick oral brief
ings. ,|

Incredibly, federal agencies do not 
remind employees about potential

5 *

was Portugal.
The investigators have also uncov

ered some intriguing new informa- pared with other investigations, the 
tion about Lee Harvey Oswald, the money he wanted was not an unrea- 
accused assassin of President Kenne-
dy.

According to the report, the com
mittee staff “spent seven hours ques
tioning an ex-CIA agent who had 
come forth to relate his personal 
knowledge of the contents of conver-

sonable sum. For example, he noted 
that for the first three-month period 
of the search for Patricia Hearst, the 
FBI spent $2.6 million.

In addition, Sprague explained, the 
New York State investigation of 
abuse in the Medicaid program has a

conflicts when they leave the govern- | 
ment The burden is on the worker to |” 
determine if taking a new job is ille- | - 
gal- I ~

As a result, top government execu- a ; 
fives are caught in a revolving door a 3 
between business and government a ~ 
which moves so fast it is difficult to 1^ 
distinguish the watchdogs from those | ' 
who are being watched. In some cas- | ~ 
es, regulators break the law by p 
quickly accepting jobs in the indus- 8 3 
tries they were regulating. | -
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By James K. W. Atherton—The Washington Post

. Assassination probe leaders Henry Gonzalez (left) and Thomas Downing confer with counsel Richard Sprague.

Assassination Probers to Buy
2 Costly Secret Transmitters

visioned “many situations” in the 
forthcoming House investigation‘into 
the assassinations of President Ken
nedy and Martin Luther King where 
“you cannot just call out a window 
(or)... pull out a walkie talkie.”

Pressed to elaborate at a press con
ference following a meeting of the 
House committee yesterday afternoon, 
the former Philadelphia prosecutor 
said he had in mind some individuals 
who “are in a situation where we 
want to be observing what they are do
ing after they’ve been interrogated.”

The proposed purchases of the 
“mini-phone recording devices” had 
raised questions about the commit
tee’s investigating techniques.

Sprague made his comments after 
Rep. Don Edwards (D-Calif.), chair
man of the. House Judiciary subcom
mittee on constitutional rights, had 
written a letter of protest about the 
possible bugging of witnesses to the 
inquiry committee’s chairman, 
Thomas Downing (D-Va.), and to Vice 
Chairinan Henry B.’ Gonzalez (D-Tex.).

The committee held its last meeting 
under Downing yesterday afternoon, 
beginning in public session, but wind-

’ingup amid strict secrecy at Spra- : 
gue’s behest The official stenogra
phers and most of the committee ■ 
staff, as well as the press and public, ; 
were ordered outside for the final por
tion of the meeting. ,

Downing, who is retiring from the 
House, refused later to comment on 
the discussion beyond stating that it : 
was devoted to “a very sensitive mat- : 
ter” currently under investigation.

Earlier, after voting 6 to 2 to go into ’ 
closed session, the committee tenta- ■ 
tively adopted a 10-page final report 1 
to the current Congress, outlining pro- ' 
posed avenues of inquiry for the pro- • 
jected two-year investigation. Down- : 
ing said there are “hundreds of unre- * 
solved questions” in each assassina- J 
tion,,some 600 by the staff’s count in 1 
the King murder and 380 in the case of : 
President Kennedy. ' I

• By George Lardner Jr. ‘ 
Washington Post Staff Writer

The chief counsel of the House as
sassination inquiry said yesterday the 
committee plans to buy two tiny $2,
200 transmitters that can be secretly 
worn by investigators. :

The lawyer, Richard A. Sprague, 
. maintained that the devices are 
. needed for “certain surveillance ac
tivities” that he is contemplating.' He 
denied that they would be used to 
make secret recordings of the conver
sations of unsuspecting witnesses.
' “It is our intention in making rec
ordings that we will advise each indi
vidual that we are recording the’inter
view,” Sprague said. ,

Asked why walkie-talkies wouldn’t 
suffice for surveillance, Sprague in
sisted that there would be situations 
when investigators would need to 
communicate with one . another with
out tipping anyone off.......  $ . .'

"A guy might be getting ready to 
step out of a tap room, for example, 
and you might want to communicate 
that fact” Sprague said. He said he en

Del. Walter_K Fauntroy (D-D.C.) ' 
made the motion for a secret session : 
to discuss the report although it is 
said to contain “no bombshells.” 
Reps. Christopher Dodd (D-Conn.) and 
Charles Thone (R-Neb.) opposed the 
closed hearing. The report is expected 
to be made public, after some final re
visions, on Jan. 2. .



Assassinations: <??z^^L_^^^
980 Questions
—Or 800?

From News Services -

The new House Select Committee 
on Assassinations convened yester
day to review the unanswered ques
tions in the slayings of President John 
F. Kennedy and the Rev. Martin Lu
ther King Jr. After the meeting, the 
major question seemed to be: How 
many unanswered questions are 
there? ;

The committee chairman, Rep. ' 
Thomas Downing, D-Va., talked.to re
porters after the committee tenta
tively approved a report on its inquiry 
thus far. He said the "unanswered 
questions” totaled 980.

"There are 600 questions in the ' 
King matter and 380 questions in the 
Kennedy matter,” Downing- said. 
“We have turned up leads we will pur
sue.” ''

BUT D.C. DELEGATE Walter 
Fauntroy, chairman of the subcom
mittee investigating the King mur
der, said in an interview just before 
the closed session-that there were.800 
unanswered questions —"600 ques- ' 
tions relating to the 1968 slaying of 
King and 200 involving the 1963 mur
der of Kennedy.

Fauntroy, who had .a copy of the 
draft report in front'of him as he 

; spoke, said all 800 questions were not 
- listed in the draft. Instead,, he said, 
' the draft reports states the over-all - 

number and lists various areas in 
which the unanswered, questions 

' exist. . , ' ■ ....'

Fauntroy also assured a reporter 
that an actual list of the 800 questions 
exists.

’ The committee voted 6-2 to close its 
session on the report — Which will be 
used to justify the proposed $6.5 mil
lion budget for the investigation. 
Committee sources told United Press 
International, however, that work on 
the draft will be completed over the 
weekend and forwarded to the clerk 
of the House, at which time it will by 
made public.

But since reporters were excluded 
from the meeting yesterday, it re
mains unclear where the extra 180 
“unanswered questions” camefrom.

DOWNING SAID the report con
tained “no bombshells” andjinothing 

.that is sensitive or shouldn’t be ' 
.released.”

He declined to say what it does con
tain, but UPI’s sources said the inves
tigators, among other things, found 
Kennedy assassination witnesses not 
questioned by the Warren Commis- 
sion-or Dallas police.

The sources said these witnesses 
could shed new light on a bullet found 
on a stretcher at Parkland Memorial 
Hopsital. The bullet prompted 
theories that a second gunman fired 

•atKennedyr"1'' ' - -~~.~ "' ■ "-
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Assassination Panel Hires N.Y. Detectives
By Jeremiah O’Leary

Washington Star Staff Writer

Two veteran New York City detec
tives have been named by the House 
Select Committee on Assassinations 
to be deputy chief investigators for 
the parallel investigations into the 
deaths of President John F. Kennedy 
and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

They are Det. 1st Grade Clifford A. 
Fenton Jr., 49, of Manhattan and Det. 
2nd Grade Edward M. Evans, 45, of 
the Bronx. Fenton will supervise 
investigators assigned to the Kennedy 
case, and Evans will be in charge of 
the King investigation. 1 '

In making the appointments, Chief 
Counsel Richard A. Sprague noted 
that Evans and Fenton are both veter
ans of the New York Police Depart
ment’s major case squad and have 
long experience in police and under
cover work.

THE MAJOR CASE squad, which 
has about 35 members, is personally 
selected by the police commissioner 
and chief of detectives. The squad 
handles cases having to do with bank 
robbery, kidnaping, premeditated 
murder of police officers and assassi
nation of public figures.

The two investigators, who are 
black, were introduced to the press 
yesterday in the office of Del. Walter 
E. Fauntroy of Washington, who is 
chairman of the subcommittee for the 
King probe. Rep. Richardson Preyer, 
D-N.C., is chairman of the Kennedy 
assassination subcommittee.

Accompanying the chief investiga
tors were Robert K. Tanenbaum, 
deputy chief counsel for the Kennedy 
task force, and Robert J. Lehner, 
deputy chief for the King probe.

Fenton and Evans said they are 
retiring from the New York force to 
take charge of the two-year investiga
tion of the Kennedy and King mur

ders. Evans, with 22 years on the 
force, and Fenton, with 21 years, were 
team leaders directing four-man 
units.

EACH. HAS HANDLED about 5,000 
criminal cases and interviewed or 
interrogated more than 50,000 persons 
in connection with their police work. 
Both said they have traveled exten
sively across the country in search of 
suspects, witnesses and fugitives.

Fenton has received 12 police honor 
citations and Evans seven. Both are 
members of the Honor Legion, an 
organization of policemen who have 
received the highest commendations 
of the New York department.

Fenton is a graduate of the Univer
sity of Bridgeport (Conn.) with a de
gree in business administration. 
Evans graduated from the John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice, a branch 
of the City University of New York, 
with a bachelor of science degree.
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Rapidly Using Up Its Budget
By George Lardner Jr./ - 

. Washington Post Staff WWter

The House , Select Committee on 
Assassinations is running out of

' money at a rather rapid rate. '
/ It got $150,000 — for a projected 
■staff of 28 people — shortly after it 
' was created,in September, /

' .It has hired 43 people and is putting 
more on the payroll each week to get 
set for a projected two-year investiga
tion- into .the murders of President 
Kennedy in 1963 and. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in .1968. ,

According to committee spokesman- 
Burt Chardak, the committee had obli-' 
gated all but $39,900 of its nest egg.by 
Dec. 6 to pay for employees al
ready hired, equipment already leased 
and other bills incurred through the 
end of the year;

According to some officials of the 
House Administration Committee, 
that could cause problems, j

The $150,000 is supposed to last the 
assassinations committee through Jan. 
3. It is seeking a $6.5 million budget 
for the new congressional year star
ing Jan. 4. /

Unfortunately, says House Adminis
tration Chairman Frank Thompson Jr. 
(D-N.J.), there is little likelihood that 
the assassination inquiry will get its 
new budget, whatever the figure, from 
the full House before mid-February.

What happens in the meantime is, 
for the moment, a subject of consider
able confusion. The committee will 
keep operating under a “continuing 
resolution’’ but the question is 
whether the spending limit of $150,000 
applies to the continuing activity.

Thompson indicated - that, it does. 
The House. Administration Commit
tee’s staff director, William H. Cable, 

. was even more emphatic. He said that 
the assassination committee could not 
hope to spend more under a continu
ing resolution than the- previous 
year’s total. The clerk of the House, 
he said, would stop paying the bills 

. when the limit is reached. .
“If it were .construed any other,, 

way,” he said, “that would just totally 
violate the intent of Congress.”
/The staff of the assassinations com- r 

• mittee, from chief counsel Richard A.
Sprague down, is of a different per- J 
suasion. , ■

“Say our payroll for a.month Is run
ning at $100,000 on Jan. 3 and travel 
and stationery and other items are 
costing an additional" amount per 
month; we might wind up spending 
$150,000 or it might be $200,000,” said 
Thomas Howarth; the assassinations 
committee’s budget officer.

“No way,” said Cable. "
Informed of the disagreement, Spra

gue promptly announced he was as
signing a staff attorney to look into 
the matter. Chardak said their inter- i 
pretation had been based ,on advice by 
outside counsel, including one lawyer 
from the House Administration Com
mittee, but in case it was mistaken, he 
said, a special continuing resolution 
might be so worded to lift the $150,- 
000 limit.

The House is still clucking over the 
committee's proposed $6.5 million 
budget, which would apparently make 
it the most expensive investigation 
Congress as ever undertaken, but no 
loud voices have been raised in oppo
sition yet. Speaker-designate Thomas 
P. (Tip) O’Neill Jr. (D-Mass.) indicated 
that he will maintain an air neutral
ity. . .

Asked about the budget request in 
his office Friday afternoon, O’Neill i 
just rolled his eyes toward the celling I' 
and said:. “Pshewww. The figures are ! 
staggering.” . f,

But then he quickly waved reporters t 
off. An aide interjected, “We’ll let the |j 
House work its will, right?” li

“Yeah,” O’Neill said.
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Panel to Study
2 Assassinations

Asks $13 Million
By DAVID BURNHAM 

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, . Dec. . 9—Richard A. 
Sprague, chief counsel of the House Se
lect Committee on Assassinations, told 
Congress today that the reinvestigation 
of the deaths of President Kennedy and 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. would 
cost more than $13 million.
. The size of the budget request—far 
■more than was spent by the Warren Com
mission staff in its original investigation

Associated Press
' Richard A. Sprauge, director of
I House panel on assassinations, at
j hearing in Washington.

' of President Kennedy’s assassination a
I dozen years ago—surprised even mem

bers of the committee.
i ‘‘The budget blew my hat off, too,” 
j said Representative Thomas N. Downing, 
! the Virginia Democrat who heads the 
j committee, after Mr. Sprague presented

Mr, Sprague also announced that the 
Justice Department, the F. B. I. and the 
C.I.A. have agreed not to destroy any 
documents until the committee had com i 

• pleted its investigation or given its opin- 
' ion that the documents were not needed. 
( According to a research paper complet

ed for Mr. Sprague, the Warren Commis- 
j sion spent $1.2 million in its 10-month 
I life, but its 83-member staff was supple- 
i mented by 222 investigators borrowed 
I from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
I the Central Intelligence Agency and the

Secret Service.
High Cost Explained

Mr. Sprague said that a major reason 
the assassination committee budget was 

’ so high was that it had been forced by 
circumstances to hire its own investiga
tors and not borrow from the F.B.I. or 
the C.I.A.

Noting that the C.I.A. had not told the 
Warren Commission about its attempts 

■ to assassinate Prime Minister Fidel Castro 
j of Cuba and that the F.B.I. had not dis- 
j closed the animosity felt for Dr. King 
1 by J. Edgar Hoover, the bureau’s Director 
! at the time, the chief counsel said that 
I an independent investigatipn was essen- 

tial.
I Mr. Sprague told the Democratic caucus 

■ that if the committee was staffed by in- 
' vestigators from the F.B.I. and the C.I.A.

it would "make Congress the laughing 
stock not only of the nation, but the 
world.’’

The former prosecutor said that another 
reason for the large budget was the com
mittee’s mandate to investigate at the 
same time the assassinations of both 
President Kennedy, who was killed on 
Nov. 22, 1963, and Dr. King, who was 
killed on April 4,1968.

Approval of Funds Foreseen
Representative Frank Thompson Jr., 

| Democrat of New Jersey, who is chair- 
man of the House Administration Com
mittee, which will pass On the assassina- 

1 tion committee’s budget before it goes 
to the House, said that in his experience 
the size of the request was ‘‘unprecedent
ed’’ but that Congress would probably 
vote to fund that committee “up to its 
justified needs.”

. Conversations with several other Con- 
' gressmen and House staff members indi

cated that despite the size of the budget, 
the full House would probably grant most 
of the request if not all of it.
■ Mr. Sprague said that he planned to 
assign the major part of the investigation 
to two teams, each made up of 15 lawyers 
and 25 investigators. One team would in
vestigate President Kennedy’s death, the 
other that of Dr. King.

•In addition, the committee plans to 
have a legal unit to prepare subpoenas 
with a staff of five persons, a document 

; analysis and research team of 30, a poly
graph and stress evaluation unit of four1 
and a security unit of two to assure the 
safety of important witnesses.

I his cost estimates at a committee hearing.
Members Back Request

' Despite the size of the budget:—about 
double that spent by both the Senate 
Watergate committee and the House Ju
diciary Committee in their investigations 
of the Nixon Administration—the six 
Democrats and three Republicans present 
at today’s session voted unanimously to 
approve the proposed request.

The committee acted after Mr. Sprague 
testified that the $6,531,050 request for 

' the first year’s operation of the proposed 
•' 170-person staff was a "bare-boned mini

mum figure” and that "any cut, in my 
opinion, would make the task of investi
gating the assassinations impossible.’'

In a later presentation to the caucus 
of House Democrats, Mr. Sprague said 
he expected that approximately the same 
budget would be requested for the com
mittee in its second year.

Mr. Sprague presented the committee 
with a brief outline of some areas already 
under investigation by the panel. These 
included information concerning the sur
veillance and security provided by' the 
F.B.I. at the time of Dr. King’s death and 
a report that intelligence about Lee Har
vey Oswald was not passed to other agen- 

-.w -.cies before the'death,of President K^ne^ 
dy or to the Warren' Cbmmissidn'after 
it.

The committee’s first year budget allots 
$3,635,600 for salaries; $1,864,200 for 
travel; $155,000 for consulting services; 
$425,000 for telephones, and $78,900 to 
pay the expenses of witnesses.



i ■ ' • • t ' J o dec <Assassinations Inquiry Asks 
$6.5 Million for First .Year '

By George Lardner Jr. 
Washington Post Staff Writer

Sprague presented the budget pro-
,'posal as a “bare-bones” minimum and

The House Select Committee on As- insisted that it could not be cut with- I

sassinations gingerly agreed yesterday but compromising the quality of the 
to seek a $6.5 million budget for the House inquiry. Because of criticisms 
first year of its investigations into the
murders of President Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King Jr.

The spending proposal, submitted at 
a formal committee session by chief 
counsel Richard A. Sprague, was more

' leveled at the FBI and the CIA in the 
Kennedy assassination 'investigation 
and at the FBI in the King murder 
probe, Sprague emphasized that the 
committee could not afford to cut cor-

than twice the amount that committee ners by relying on any government 
members themselves had been pri- agencies for its detective work.
vately. forecasting. ■ .

RICHARD A. SPRAGUE 
... presents “bare-bones” budget

■* “It blew my hat off, too,” Chairman 
Thomas Downing (D-Va.) told report
ers Just a few'days ago, he said, “I

\ The proposed inquiry, which is gen
erally expected to take two years to
complete, would appear to be the big-' 
gest and most expensive Congress has

thought sure that $2 million to $3 mil- - everundertaken-
lion [a year] would be enough.” '. . See INQUIRY, A9, CoL 1



INQUIRY, From Al In a special report last June, thp FBI spent more than $2 million just size of the budget does take your 
. » Senate Committee said it had hot1
A former Philadelphia prosecutor come up wRh cvidence Efficient to

in the first three months of Its. work breath away ” 
on the Patricia Hearst kidnaping. ? .

■ i1, aavvT muvu uv juu 'wuiia
For the investigation of President will be able to spend in the first

Kennedy’s assassination alone, Spra-? 1 — . . _
gue added, the Warren Commission 
had 83 staff members plus the full-

'“How much of this do you think we 'with a nationwide reputation for his
courtroom victories, Sprague proposes : 
to conduct thoroughly independent, si- 

■ multaneous inquiries into the two 
murderswith a total staff of 170 pep- 

: pie on an annual payroll of $3,635,000. •
At that rate, the average salary would 

, be about $21,400. : ‘
i Tho House Judiciary Committee’s 
: inquiry, which recommended the im- . 
: peachment of President Nixon ih 1974, 

cost approximately $1.9 million. The 
Senate Watergate investigation in£ 

i 1973-74, which preceded the House in- 
j quiry and laid much of the ground- 
> work for it, cost about $2 million. । ' 
j The Senate intelligence committee’s 
‘ subsequent investigation of. the CIA, j 
; the FBI and other segments Of the f

justify a conclusion that there was a 
- conspiracy to assassinate President ‘

Kennedy,” but the committee said the
“investigative deficiencies” it had un-

4- covered were glaring enough to raise: 
• substantial doubts about the Warren ,)

'year?” he asked Sprague. ^ '
“In my view this is. a minimal

time assistance of 150 FBI agents, 60

“Credibility Is everything as far as 
this committee is concerned,’’added 
Rep. Charles Thone (R-Neb.). He said 
he would support “every cent Mr. 
Sprague feels he needs to do a thor-

£' U.S. intelligence community cost eyen;

' budget that will be spent in a year,” 
_ replied Sprague who is rapidly build-
Secret Service agents, 13 CIA officers jng up the committee staff on the 

/ Commission’s work and to justify con- j^and others from the Justice and State strength of a preliminary $150,000 ap- 
tinued congressional Investigatiori. ; »,’departments and foe Internal Reve- propriation.

The momentum for the presentService.'* - After What seemed a long pause,
■ v House inquiry was finally supplied in Even so, seyeraU,members of the : preyer pledged his support of the pro

September when members of the Con-^KHouse committee itself, at yesterday • p0Sed budget “You get what you pay 
■i gressional Black Caucus, citing “new £'{morning's session, apparently found it ?for « he observed, : 
K information” in the 1968 slaying-?of ^difficult to persuade, themselves that 
/’ King, joined-the: drive and secured ^^«’$®'5 “flHoa^^ one 
< the support of House Democratic lead-®5^ear on^* M one-point, Rep. Henry B.

ers . : , t$i Gonzalez (D-Tex.), who is expected to

^continued support, 'Speaker-designate year basis- 
t ^C^ (D-Mas».);’v »sprague: "This is a yearly submis-
i more: approximately $2,850,000. It had • give his blessings to an unusual noonv - - - • . - .. ..

hour appearance by Sprague on the J;
sldn, dur budgetary! reqest for this 
first year.” . ’. 7 - ; ',

, . ,,;s Gonzalez: "So 'we’re talking about
for theJM million budget before foe Jr ^ mUli(jft per annum?" / '

, . 4 Sprague: "That is correct.” 'yK-K-
Calling: It “a bare-hottom figure," ■■ j'A few mornents later, Rop. Richard-" 

{ mation in tho course of investigating Sprague argued that the cost of pro-K j son Preypr (D-N.C.), the chairman of.
; ’ the Kennedy assassination for the fessional investigative -work is not ■; , the subcommittee investigating the

Warren Commission. generally appreciated. Ha said the i JFK assassination, observed that “the

■ a staff of more than 120 people at its -. . . _
peak and lasted 18 months, As part of House floor where he. again plumped

‘ its work, the Senate inquiry found
that senior officials of both the CIA 7 House Democratic caucus.
and the FBI concealed crucial infor

ough, definitivejob in both these in- 
vestigations.” , 1

The proposed budget must be sub- 
- mitted,in January to the House Ad

ministration Committee. Its chairman, 
Rep. ;Frank Tliompsoh Jr. (D-N.J.), 

{ told a reporter yesterday that “as far 
as I’m concerned, they’ll get any 
money they can justify,” but doubted 
that any appropriation could clear the 
House floor before mid-February.



s partly on the grounds that he could- 
hardly be considered impartial..

The House committee has. also been 
assigned to investigate the 1968 assas
sination of Martin Luther King Jr. 

' Fensterwald represented James Earl 
Ray, who is serving a 99-year prison 
term for King’s murder, from 1971 un
til recently.

In addition, as head of the private 
Committee to Investigate Assassina
tions, Fensterwald observed, ‘T’ve said 
for years that the Warren Commission 
report was a fairy story."

See SPRAGUE, A16, Col. 1

Recommendation in JFK Probe ?

Warren Crifas Cite Role onSpraguel
By George Lardner Jr. , i Committee on Assassinations, includ- 

washiniion post eu« writer , ' jng chairman Thomas N. Downing (D-
Two leading critics .of the Warren- ya.)/ Sprague took- the job Oct? 7. 

Commission’s report on the assassina- “I went to Philadelphia, had dinner 
tion of President Kennedy said yester- with him • and came away convinced 
day that they recommended Philadel- that if he was the man who did it, it 
phia lawyer Richard A. Sprague as- .would be an excellent investigation,” 
chief counsel for the new House inqui- 'said Lane, whose Citizens Commission 
ry into the murder.- .of Inquiry has been pressing since

One of the critics, Mark Lane, also early 1975 for a congressional probe, 
said that he sounded out Sprague The other Warren Commission 
about the job at a get-together in Phil- critic, Washington lawyer Bernard 
adelphia Oct, 6 and subsequently ac- Fensterwald, said he •had initially 
companied Sprague to meetings with - been offered the top committee staff 
several members of the House Select job by Downing, but turned it down,
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Two Critics
Cite Role
On Sprague

SPRAGUE, Front Al

Lane and Fenrterwald lr;ve been 
working for.months with Downin'.; and 
other members of Congress on the 
creation of the-committee; ■

Shortly aib'r the committee was 
created in September-; Lane said that 
“Downing told me he was considering 
two people, Bud Fensterwald and me. 
I said either one would be a tragedy. 
You can imagine how tempted I was, 
but the media would have said, with 
absolute justification, that the com
mittee had already reached a concht 
sion.”

. There has been considerable vague
ness until now over the manner in- 
which Sprague was selected. In ah in- ■ 
terView several,days, ago, tor instance, 
Downing told a reporter that: \

. “Actually-Sprague's name.Ayas sub
mitted in at list offered by 'Congress- . 
man [Henry B.J’ Gonzalez. 1 talked to 
Henry about: it. He--doesn’t know ■ 
where the name came from-. .But as I
looked into it, I became-convinced 
that he [Sprague] was the best for the 
job”, .-t.-^-,.

In that- Same interview, -Downing 
also said, that Lane had never been 
considered?: Of Fenster-wald, the com
mittee.chairman said? “to say he was 
never considered wouldn’t be. right, 
but a lot of people were interested in 
this thing.”. /

According to Lane, however, Down
ing gave up on Fensterwald with some 
reluctance? Lane-said that when he
emphasized Fensterwald’s role as 
Ray’s lawyer, Downing countered, by. 
suggesting 'that Fensterwald could 
handle the Kennedy inquiry and Lane 
the investigation of King’s murder.

“I said, ‘No, no, that would be 
counterproductive;’ ” Lane recalled 
yesterday in a telephone interview. 
“I’ve worked too hard for this. 
[Downing aide Rick] Feeney said I 
was being too selfish, but I said. ‘No, 
I’m being unselfish. I want an impar
tial committee to say I was right.’ ”

Subsequently, Lane said he and 
George O’Toole, another Warren Com
mission critic, batted the question of 
who should get the job back and forth 
over the telephone. Lane said he men
tioned the name of a high-ranking 
lawyer in the American Civil Liber 
ties Union, buf “George said, ‘We’re 
not really talking about a civil liberta
rian, are we? We’te talking about a 
tough prosecutor? I said yeah.”
. O’Toole finally came up with Spra

gue’s name, because of his promi
nence and success as a special prose
cutor in the murders of United Mine
Workers dissident Jock Yablinski, 
his wife and daughter. “ ,
; That same day, either in late Sep-

tember or early October apparently,]I 
Lane went over to the Library of Con-

; ; BERNARD FENSTERWALD 
: ... . says he rejected job

gress, did some research on Sprague,- 
and, duly impressed, -called him long
distance? Lane said,he made clear that L 
he was “calling .withdut 'porlfolio” but 
asked Sprague, then in private prac
tice iri Philadelphia, if he wouldbe-in- ;

'teres ted ii; the job.' • :
“He said ‘the first thing you should 

. know is that I worked for Arlen Spec- .
ter’ [former Philadelphia District At
torney and ex-Warren Commission ;
lawyer who authored the “single bul
let theory”]. I said, ‘I dotft see that as

<-'a problem at all. In one week, you’re 
/going to be up to your, hips in evi- 
dence of conspiracy? ” ? ;

Finally, Lane recalled, Sprague said
he -would be interested only if Con
gress wanted a thorough investigation 
rather than "a splash and a few head
lines.”

Lane said he then talked to mem
bers of the committee including Del. 
Walter E. Fauntroy (D-D.C.), about 
Sprague; got together with him in 
Philadelphia, and shortly thereafter, 
perhaps on Oct. 7, introduced him in 
separate meetings here with Fauntroy 
and Downing. Later, after Lane left 
for other engagements, “he went on to 
meet Gonzalez. He told me later, in 
essence, that they'd offered him the 
job" . ...

Sprague went on the .committee-, 
payroll as acting director Oct.. 7. He is' 
known as a tough, independent prose
cutor and those who have dealt with 
him in the past predicted yesterday 
that he would conduct a thoroughly 
independent Inquiry. Washington law
yer Joseph L. Rauh Jr., who worked 
with Sprague in the Yablonski kill
ings. said he recommended the Phila-
delphian to Fauntro.v in the strongest 
terms. “He told a lot of congressmen 
he was going to be the boss and they
said okay,”-Rauh said. “I think he’s . 
absolutely great.”
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Widespread complaints have also. <A legal staff of:five to uphold the.-; 
:.. : ^ raised t about ■; the ?.:FBI ■ inquiry t committee’s subpoenas and other pow- 
' into King’s Meath for which.: James [. -„, r> ■ ; « • - • • ers, a security team, a two-member po- :Earl Ray is currently serving a 99- , , . . ,.- . ..

: : year term in Tennessee. ; lygraph unit,^ along, with requisite ..
- clerical and secretarial personnel, 

i.;h^e S.e!? ,e inte^°e"'e'“®mittw w the proposed commit
..disclosed last year the FBI had waged f tee staff . ... - .......

■ - a persistent'undercover campaign to . ■ . / r ^ ’. '<--
; discredit King that continued even af- Of polygraphs and the newer;-so-^ 

ter the civil rights leader had been h called stress . evaluators, Sprague;; 
killed in Memphis in 1968. , \ ? .,' ■

. Sprague Said the importa'nce of a 
, thorough, independent investigation

By George Lardner Jr. .
Washington Post Staff. Writer . -v '

The chief counsel for the House in
vestigation of the murders of Presi-, 
dent Kennedy and the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. promised yesterday a 
thoroughly independent investigation 
that would not; rely on either the FBI? 
or the Central Intelligence Agency. 

The congressional. inquiry’ which 
may take two years,' would be “the 
laughingstock of. the’ world” if it d« - .,.-was “e chief reason that the new as- 

- sassinationsl committee-is work, said Richard A.- ,, -..n$.IIliember staff. Unless the inquiry .He said a stress evaluator,’which at- - 
Spraoue;- chiet counsel for the new . Can be conducted in a definitive, pro- tempts to measure tensions in aiper^
House committee on assassinations; ,^ fess-onal manner tha(;wm attemp^ t0. ^ ....a ---------------

He 'told reporters ?'at?a breakfast:- resolve every pressing doubt about 
meeting that' one of the chief reasons .both killings, Sprague said, it would 
for the new investigation into Presi-'? be better not to undertake it at a

said that “I do not think that either bls 
; -these two instruments are infallible. I' 

would not use either one inacourt.of 
law. But as an investigative-tool, they ri 

- ■ are valuable.” ; . . ... . i ■ ■ - '/ s

son’s voice, might be used on tape-rec- : 
brded interviews where it is not feast-\
ble to use' a polygraph.

was the? fact that the Warren Commis
sion did not have its own investigative
staff. ■ - j *1

- -----------— -—----- • Sprague declined, to. say whether
^ years ago “There’s no halfway part"’-in this former or present FBI or CIA offi- , 

thing,” he declared. “It’s either got to - cials would be asked to-submit to po-<;■ 
lygraph tests, but he emphasized that/ 
“I do not exempt anybody” from a V 
possible request of that nature. In a ■

' be done thoroughly or you don’t do

, ; Sprague envisioned:>a staff of 15
fall of 1964, that Lee Harvey Oswald, «. ■ ■
acting alone, had killed the President 25 investigators for each , of the two 

fl?or Of the- Dallas killings. A career prosecutor from 
School Book Depository. ■ Philadelphia, he also plans - to hire a

It later turned out that some FBI 50-member “document and research

’attorney-investigators” and another criminal investigation, he said, “You - 
just don’t march ’em-[witnesses] in-■ 
and. let -them .give '-their version of

documents concerning Oswald had unit” that will attempt to compile and 
been destroyed and that both the CIA -. collate every available' document on 
and the FBI had withheld relevant ev-’-' the two assassinations and make sure

’something.” / j"
The investigatiori into-the two assas

sinations - will proceed. - simulatane- 
ously and has already started with the 
issuance of committee- subpoenas for

idence concerning CIA-sponsored that all new bits and pieces of infor-
plots to kill Cuban premier Fidel Cas- mation are channeled to the appropri- law enforcement ’ agenciesyin Texas.
tro. '.'■./■•-; ate investigators. - '■ and Tennessee. ■ : ■;. -

pertinent records in the custody’ of-
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Assassination Probes 7 .
DALLAS—Ai Dallas Police . Department spokes- - 

man has confirmed that a House committee investi
gating the 1963 assassination in Dallas oLPresident s 
Kennedy has subpoenaed all police records on the - 

' murder..; . ■, -
Bob Shaw said Chief Don Byrd received the sub

poena, which calls. for Byrd to appear before- the . 
committee Nov. 29 and produce the records. 51 •

It was not; clear whether the subpoena also called : 
for records of the subsequent murder of presides , 
tial assassin Lee Harvey Oswald by nightclub owner ' 
Jack Ruby. Ruby shot Oswald to death in Dallas 
Nov. 24, 1963, two days after Kennedy was killed. ?

The' House Select Committee on Assassinations is 
looking into the assassinations of-Kennedy ! and' of— 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. : ; - .

Meanwhile; in Memphis, six city officials have i
been subpoenaed to. appear before the house com
mittee Nov. 29 and bring files pertaining lo the■ 
death of King, who was slain there in 1968. ;

Police Director E. Winslow Chapman was served; 
a subpoena Friday and ordered to supply the com
mittee with all his department’s “records, tapes,, 
logs and other evidence” on the murder and the ar
rest of confessed assassin James-Earl Ray/ 7 w

Also subpoenaed .were Shelby County; Attorney. 
General Hugh Stanton and his chief investigator. 
John Carlisle; Frank C. Holloman, .who was fire and 
police, director when King was killed; public de-! 
fender Edward G. Thompson, and criminal court; 
clerk James A. Blackwell. . * - j
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Assassination
Panel Organizing
? A recently impaneled House Select 
Committee on Assassinations has an-• - 
nounced as expected that it plans to . 
gather a preliminary staff of 170 law- 

' yers and homicide detectives for its 
parallel investigations of the murders .. . 
of President’John F. Kennedy and the-: 
Rev; Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. -4 -

;: ' The formation of the special com- 
• mittee had been urged by a number
of assassination “students’*/ and poten- -, • 

’ tiaT conspiracy theorists pin / both ;
Houses after a Senate subcommittee 4 

' on intelligence reported earlier., this .
year that the findings of the Warren 
Commission may have been based on

• incomplete-information. ■. • • A 
The House committee has asked the

.: Federal Bureau of Investigation. and. 
the Centra! Intelligence Agency for all 
documents and memoranda, pertaining 
to the killings.
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By STEVE PARKS J ^jIA^lonnection j
President Kennedy was murdered IS 

■ears ago tomorrow.....
Yet only last week the House Commit- 

ee on Assassinations announced it would 
lire a staff of 170 to investigate the assas- 
inations of John F._ Kennedy and Martin 
.other King, Jr. Fresh revelations about 
he JFK assassination have trickled out 
ver since the Senate Select Committee on 
ntelligence opened the first-ever^public 
nquiry into the Central Intelligence Agen- 
•y. Most of these stories suggest Kennedy 
vas killed in retaliation for CIA attempt 
■n the life of Cuban Premier Fidel Castro. 
Jut some intelligence personnel caution 
hat these leaks are part of a CIA design 
o throw investigators off the trail of a do- 
aestic conspiracy. ' ;

Whatever the truth about the JFK as-, 
assination, the CIA has been less than 
orthcoming. When Senators Gary Hart 
D„ Colo.) and Richard S. Schweiker (R., 
’a.) conducted a preliminary inquiry last 
ear they subpoenaed the agency’s files on 
Jswald. According to a former FBI agent 
nd a current intelligence insider, only 
alf the CIA’s documents on Oswald were 
urrendered. .

Why? What was Oswald’s connection 
. ith the U.S. intelligence community?

Lee Oswald’s .bleak, truancy-prone 
hildhood hit an early abyss, at age 3; 
/hen he and his 8-year-old brother, Rob- 
rt, were consigned to . an orphanage be- 
ause their mother, Marguerite, could not 
rovide. She hadn’t found another hus- 
’and. . ■ \ a. ■ . c ■ ■ ■ T:'

Robert and Lee’s father, Robert E. Lee 
Jswald, died three months before Lee was 
orn. The boys got out of the orphanage in 
year. Edward K. Ekdahl, a Dallas busi- 

essman, had married Marguerite. So the 
'oys moved to Texas'. In three years, the 
Jswald brothers went through the broken 
ome routine. They moved back to New 
irleans with their divorced mother. -----Z

Robert soon escaped al! this by joining 
he Marine Corps. He wrote his kid broth- 
r that the marines had changed his life, 
it 16, Lee dropped out of school and tried 
o enlist. Turned down, he spent the next’

teve Parks, a member of The Sun’s staff, 
s on leave writing a book about the assas- 
ination of President Kennedy. , y ;

year washing dishes until he was 17 and 
could enlist without lying. He did so Octo
ber 24,1956, six days after his birthday.;

Lee was sent to Sari Diego and Camp 
Pendleton, Califs and later was trans- 
ferred to the Naval- Air Technical Train- 

, ing Center in Jacksonville, Fla. Bymid- 
September, 1957, he would be stationed in 
one of the most strategic and exotic secur-; 
ity bases in the U.S. overseas network. Os
wald was a radar operator for the 1st- 

;; Marine Air Squadron, based in Atsugi,"
Japan. * ’ -

. At the time, Atsugi was one of the larg- 
; est CIA bases in the world. From deep in

side the island’s rock, in a honeycomb 
maze of tunnels, U.S. intelligence moni
tored communications from that part of 
the world. From the runways at Atsugi, 
U.S. planes took off for reconnaissance 
missions over the People’s Republic of 
China. Oswald’s unit was assigned to look 
after these planes, inside the hangars. /

The Office of Naval Intelligence con
tacted Oswald while at Atsugi sometime 
during 1958. That was the year Quemoy 
and Matsu began to make world headlines. 
The two islands off the coast of the Peo
ple’s Republic were used by the National
ist Chinese as staging areas for attacks on 
the mainland. That the Red Chinese tried 
to swat the Nationalist dragonfly was cit- 

. ed as another. brazen example of the 
threat of world domination by the Com
munist monolith, which the big Macs, Joe 
and Doug, had warned of.

August 29,1958, Lee Oswald was sepa
rated from his regular unit, assigned a 
hew pay status and sent to Taiwan for six 
weeks. Oswald’s Marine Corps service re
cord, however, conceals this transfer. 
Though his pay records show Oswald was 
sent to Taiwan, his status is not known be
cause that portion of his records is: cen- 
sored^

If this does"not make Oswald a likely 
agent, consider In his first year as a mar- 

. ine Oswald taught himself the Russian 
language and preached to his buddies that 
“Marxist morality is the most rational” in 
history and that communism is “the best 

; system in the world today.” Consider that, 
; as a consequence, his buddies called him 
:“Osvaldkovitch" and that curiously lack
ing as a consequence, the Marine Corps 

did nothing about removing this Commu- 
Jiist sympathizer from an intelligence base 

. that required a minimum security clear- 1 
ance of “secret.” ' .

, Shortly after returning to the Philip-; 
. pines from his secret assignment in Tai

wan, Oswald was transferred to El Toro 
Air Station, Calif. On one leave he went to 
Fort Worth to see his mother, saying no
thing on his return about an accident she 
had at work. It wasn’t much to talk about 
A fallen jar had struck her head and toe.
? Nearly a year later, Harvey Oswald re
quested a discharge so he could be with his 
mother again. Though he supplied no med
ical verification whatsoever, Oswald 

. claimed his mother had been disabled by 
■ an “industrial accident”—her run-in with 

a jar. In truth, his mother had returned to 
. work three days after she was bopped on 

the head and was neither disabled nor de- 
pendent ^^

Nevertheless, Oswald amazed his bud- 
... dies by getting his discharge in a record 11 

days—just 3 months before his tour of du
ty would have ended. An unpublished War- ■ 
ren Commission memo, labeled “Top Se
cret,” states: “He undoubtedly obtained 

■the discharge fraudulently.” ■ . .
But instead of staying home in Fort 

Worth to take care of his unailing mother, 
he was off to New Orleans in three days. 
There he obtained a four-month touring 
visa and booked passage to London on the 
SS Marion Lykes. She sailed September 

. 21, 1959, bound for Le Havre, France, and 
- London. Ostensibly, Oswald was on the 
: first leg of a trip that would take him to 
'Albert Schweitzer College in Switzerland, 
.where the high school dropout claimed to



seven months the Russians found the j 
mark. ■ ' ’ !

the other officer present at the U.S. J 
Embassy when Oswald appeared to re- I 
nounce his citizenship was Richard Sny- ; 
der, the naval attache. Of all Oswald’s J 
rantings, Mr. Snyder gleaned one remark ; 
he thought should be acted on. November i 
3,1959, four days after Oswald’s visit, Mr. 
Snyder cabled the State Department, the 
FBI. the CIA, the Office of Naval Intelli
gence and the Immigration and Naturali- 
ration Service, warning them that Oswald 
had threatened to “furnish Soviets info be

-’42

possesses on U.S. radar.” -
Nothing much happened except that a 

few radar signals were switched in the 
Pacific. Also Oswald’s discharge status 
was downgraded from “honorable” to un- ■ 

. desirable,” for the reason of defection. Es
pionage was not mentioned. Perhaps the 
naval attache’s cable was not a warning at. 

, all, but reassurance to all agencies which
.might be alarmed that there was no need. .

. ........... ....... , . ' The cable begins: “Concerning the re-:
Raikin, who identified himself to the War-nunciation of U.S., citizenship by Lee the ex-marine asked to be a citizen,'jain, 
ren Commission as a representative of the Harvey Oswald former marine and. . . .” . the State Department took his word-for it
Travelers Aid Society. Mr. Raikin did not 
mention that be was a former secretary

The next 40 spaces in the cable have been ■ that he committed no espionage and the
. .blanked out, censored as “secret,” and we embassy gave him unofficial assurances 

general of the American Friends of the - are left to wonder whatever else, besides a ;.that he would not be prosecuted for same.
Anti-Bolshevik Nations, a group connected marine, Lee Oswald might have been. ; When the onetime defector and his Rus-
with intelligence agencies all over the . In any case, the naval attache kept Os- • sian wife were brought to New York on
hon-Communist world: He also was a wald’s passport handy, in his desk drawer. . the State Department s tab. their arrival
member of the Tolstoy Foundation, a viru- . for more than two years, handing it over attracted not one official representative
lent anti-Communist aggregate of exiled 
Russian aristocracy and nouveau riche.

: of the intelligence, military or law en-to Oswald on demand.
The 40 spaces in the naval attache’s ca- • forcement fields. This, in an era when gov- 

ble could do a lot of explaining. They ■.•.-. eminent employees were required to sign 
could explain the ex-marine’s peculiar fa- loyalty oaths to keep their jobs. . ... 
cility with passports and other border-- It wasn’t sheer gall that caused Oswald 
crossing paraphernalia. They could ex- to file an "application of review” request
plain how a defector extracted favors and - ing nullification of his undesirable dis
a loan from a State Department dominat- : charge from the Marines and requesting 
ed by dedicated Red-hunters like Frances >.. recommendation for re-enlistment. In that

i '. As the . Warren Commission turned a / 
deaf ear on evidence that fairly shouts Os
wald was an agent, it hardly could be ex
pected to take seriously any hypothetical . 
missions he-may have carried out behind 
the Iron Curtain. • . /

Knight and Otto Otepka, and how one year 
after his 5435.71 loan Oswald obtained a 
new passport in New Orleans without 
having his application flagged for failure

- Francis Gary Powers had an idea what ■ 
Oswald was up to. Oswald’s marine com
mander at Atsugi had an idea, too. He said 
Oswald; seemed to take an unusually de- : 
tailed interest in the planes his unit was ■ t the ^ ^ ^ . . .
assigned to guard. ■ ■ ■ — qj course,.some delinquents are bound

In his. book, "Operation Overflight.” ..:to slip through the bureaucratic fishnet.
Mr. Powers, the U-2 pilot whose plane was ; ■ But this one waved a Red flag, and it was
shot, down over the Soviet Union in May, 1962, the crest of the cold war. This was They do so with the understanding that
1960. points out that men in Oswald’s unit ’ an ex-marine who had defected to pre-de- - eventually they can return to the military
were familiar with the newest radar the ■ tente Moscow, renouncing his citizenship with their time on loan to the CIA count-

application Oswald cited. "016 special 
knowledge I have accumulated through 
my experience since release from active 
duty in the Naval Reserve/’ as if sending a

: signal to his naval intelligence sponsors. .
• It is common practice for military re- . 
emits in the intelligence field to-resign 
from the service to facilitate a cover.

U.S. was using. The Russians had never and threatening to betray radar secrets. In ing toward promotion and retirement, 
shot dowtra U-2, enabling President Ei- seven months the Russians shot down They call it "sheep-dipping.” - ‘ 
senhower to blithely, deny their existence. .their first U.-2, Eisenhower was caught in -- Meanwhile, no summit talks until 1961
The planes flew too high. Oswald defected, a lie and the superpower summit confer- Tn Vienna, when Kennedy met Khrush-
got employment at a radio plant and in ■ • ence was scuttled; Two years later.-when; chev. ; .. /
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Why Another Assassination Inquiry?
By DAVID BINDER

WASHINGTON—On the eve of the 13th anniver
sary of the assassination of President John F. Kenne
dy, subpoenas have been sent out in search of new 
information about his murder and that of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Lutlier King Jr. The investigation 
launched by the newiy established House Select Com
mittee on Assassinations is the sixth to be conducted 
on a large scale by Government officials since the 
35th President was killed Nov. 22,1963.

Why another inquiry? Its origins appear to lie 
in four quarters: a Congressman who is a self-styled 
“student of political assassinations,” another who 
genuinely believes in a conspiracy theory, a group 
of black Congressmen who feel the King murder 
investigation was a cover-up and, finally, some Capi
tol Hill investigators who feel there are still unpur
sued trails. Beyond these motives is a lingering suspi
cion on the Hill that even if the Central Intelligence 
Agency’s past misdeeds have been largely exposed, 
parallel misdeeds of the Federal Bureau of Investiga
tion and its long-time chief, J. Edgar Hoover, remain 
largely unexamined.

Congressman Henry B. Gonzalez, the promoter of 
the new House inquiry into the Kennedy and King 
murders, said it was “the summer of 1973—^Water
gate—when I became inwardly very disturbed, that 
certain questions became very poignant, that the 
F.B.I. would destroy documents, and that the C.I.A,; 
was corruptible.” Mr. Gonzalez, author of the reso
lution on Feb. 19, 1975, that eventually gave birth 
to the new committee, said “Watergate raised to 
a serious level questions I had suppressed before.”

The Texas Democrat, by his own account, has 
been interested in the Kennedy assassination ever 
since that day in Dallas when he rode in the motor
cade that carried the President to his death. Mr. 
Gonzalez, who was 47 years old at the time, began

collecting a private file on the murder. He has re
mained a "student of political assassinations” ever 
since, adding the King murder, the killing of Robert 
F. Kennedy and the attempt on the life of Alabama’s 
Gov. George Wallace to his interests.

Earlier this year he found an ally in Thomas N. 
Downing, Democrat of Virginia, who, after viewing 
an amateur film of the Kennedy assassination, con
cluded that the shooting was not the work of Lee 
Harvey Oswald but of a conspiracy. The two Repre
sentatives were impressed by the work of the Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence, which had exhaus
tively studied the possible relationship between the 
killing of President Kennedy and the C.I.A.’s plots 
to assassinate Cuba’s Premier Fidel Castro. That 
study began with Senator Richard S. Schweiker’s 
statement that the 1964 Warren Commission report' 
would “collapse like a house of cards” when all 
the evidence was in and ended last June with the 
less confident conclusion that there were still 
“promising leads” to be explored.

Representatives Downing and'Gonzalez fought to 
get an investigation of their own approved. The Rules 
Committee was evenly split for a time. A staunch 

\ opponent was B.F. Sisk, the California Democrat, 
who declared on the House floor on Sept. 17: “Let 
me urge my colleagues, for gosh sakes, if they have 
any respect, as I’m sure they do, for the dollars 

■of our taxpayers, let us vote this resolution down.” 
: He spoke of. “witch hunters” with “some kind of 

■ melodramatic desire for the morbid" and observed:
"I thought we put this thing to bed a long time, 
ago, but it seems to ever raise its head.” Eunice 
Shriver, sister of. the Kennedys was among those 
condemning the proposal as a publicity-seeking ac
tion.

But new disclosures of F.B.I. coverups in the inves
tigation of Martin Luther King’s death breftheti new 
life into the cause championed by Representatives 
since, adding the King murder, the killing of Robert

tant members of the Conglessional black caucus, | 
including Walter Fauntroy, delegate from the District x 
of Columbia, and Ronald V. Dellums, Democrat of ; 
California.

Mr. Gonzalez was also persuasive among Republi
cans, including the influential John Anderson of Illi
nois, arguing that it was time for a dispassionate 
Congressonal study of political assassinations in this 
country. “Enough time has elapsed to get an objec- , 
tive and unimpassioned view of the facts,” he said. 
In the end, he and Mr. Downing had 80 co-sponsors. :

A distinctive feature of the new investigation is 
that it will be conducted by a professional investiga
tive attorney, Richard A. Sprague, who handled more f 
than 60 first-degree murder cases as a prosecutor 
in Pennsylvania. Previous investigations had police
men and lawyers as staff aides, Mr. Gonzalez said, . 
but never a professional prosecutor.

Is there, in fact, more to be learned about such 
much-discussed and long past events as the Kennedy 
and King murders? A Capitol Hill official familiar 
with the Senate investigation that ended last June 
said last week that “some things are worth pursuing” 
and that the Senate committee had VJXed a pretty 
good hole in the 'i^t;n Commission report.”

The official was rererring principally to still iiicon- 
clusive F.B.I. reports about a Cuban agent named 
Rolando Culelo who apparently worked both for the 
C.I.A. and Mr. Castro, and about mysterious figures 
Who slipped out of the United States and into *»»»•. 
shortly after the assassination 13 years ago. • '

The latest “new’’ piece of evidence, indicating that 
Lee Harvey Oswald was known to have told • the 
Castro government of his murder plan, is a memoran
dum by J. Edgar Hoover to the Warren Commission. 
It has been dismissed by Congressional investigators 
as “insignificant.” ।

David Binder is a reporter in the Washington bu
reau of The New York Times.



House Unit Opens 
Probe of Slayings 
Of JFK, Drying

By Richard L. Lyons 
Washington Post Staff Writer

The House Select Committee on As
sassinations has begun what may be 
the biggest and most expensive of 
congressional investigations as it 
seeks final answers to the murders of 
John F. Kennedy and the Rev. Dr.

•Martin Luther King Jr.
The committee yesterday issued 

about 10 subpoenas seeking informa
tion from various agencies on the 
shooting deaths of President Kennedy 
in Dallas in 1963 and of Dr. King in 
Memphis in 1968. The committee, cre
ated by the House in September, .is 

, seeking • answers to lingering ques
tions as to whether Lee Harvey Os
wald alone killed Kennedy and 
whether James Earl Ray alone killed 
King or whether the accused assassins 
were part of larger conspiracies.

The committee staff would not say 
specifically what the first subpoenas 

' sought. But they reportedly were sent 
to law enforcement agencies that had 
expressed willingness to turn over the 
materials but wanted them submitted 
under subpoena.

The committee will have only begun 
its work when it expires with the end 
of the 94th Congress on Jan. 3. But it ■ 
is expected to be speedily reconsti- • 
tuted and to continue its work on a 
greatly expanded scale.

The probe could last the full two- 
year life of the 95th Congress. Now 
that the House has decided the inves
tigation is needed, it would be ppliti- 
cally difficult to cut it short because 
that would leave the committee open 
to charges of cover-up.

The committee is now operating on a 
budget of $150,000 and has assembled 
a staff of about 25 with headquarters 
In three rooms of an old FBI building 
back of the HEW headquarters which 
the House has taken over as an- annex.

Chief Counsel Richard A. Sprague 
is working up a budget proposal that 
calls for a staff of 170 persons next 
year. Such a staff could run the cost 
up to $3 million or $4 million if the 
investigation lasts more than a year.

The biggest recent congressional in
vestigations were the Senate Water
gate investigation in 1973-74 and the 
House Judiciary Committee’s inquiry.

'See PROBE, A5, Col. 1

Washington Post, 18 November
1976



.Probe of JFK and King SlayingsOpens -
PROBE, From Al ' \ scratch., By contrast, the impeachment pleaded guilty and never went to trial,

,that recommended impeachment of 
President Nixon in 1974? The Senate 
investigation cost about $2 million 
over 19 months and had a professional 
staff of 25 with backup personnel. The 
impeachment inquiry cost nearly $1.5 
million and had a staff of just over' 
100 at the peak. . ,

The proposed cost of the assassina- , 
tion inquiry has raised some eyebrows 
at the Capitol. But Chief Counsel . 
Sprague, a tough Pennsylvania prose-, 
cutor who won a murder conviction 
against ousted United Mine Workers 
President W.A. (Tony) Boyle in the" 
killing of UMW rebel Joseph Yablon- 
ski, tells members that if they are go- 

' ing to make an investigation they 
should do it right—to end the doubts, , 
not conduct a halfway investigation 
that leaves them hanging; ; ' .

To Sprague the job is a criminal in
vestigation of two homicides, from '

inquiry did no. investigating of its 
f owh. It assembled and evaluated in-.

formation collected by. others—much
' of it on Nixon’s tapes.

At a meeting this week, the assassi
nation committee, on Sprague’s rec
ommendation, created two subcommit- 
tees to. conduct Concurrent 'investi-

( gations of the ,twd; deaths. One,? 
headed by Rep. Richardson Preyer’

. • (D-N.C.), will look into the death of 
Kennedy. The other?,headed by Dele-, 
gate Walter E. Faunlrby (D-D.C.),will 
investigate; the death of Dr. King, 
with whorri h6, worked in the 1960s. ; ■ 

The proposed budget would assign 
to each of these subcommittees 15 at- 

. torneys, 25 investigators and 40 back
up personnel. • ■ A O?

\; £ver since the two- leaders , were 
^killed, there have been doubts that 
‘ Oswald, who was killed before he was 
/brought 'to? trial, . and ;* Ray, who

acted alone. Congressional leaders .
■' had resisted pleas for further inquir- . 

ies.

But this year the House went ahead 
because of new information, such as 
revelations about efforts by the CIA ? 
to assassinate Cuban leader Fidel Cas-’ 

■ tro before Kennedy’s assassination, 
and the request, by black members of .

f Congress for a joint inquiry into the 
’/two deaths. J '? •, : J
? Rep, Thpmas -N. Downing (D-Va.),

.; as chief? sponsor of the, resolution ’A 
creating the committee, was named ■’

• chairman. But he will retire from . ’ 
Congress at the end of the year, Ms. 
tradition is followed, Rep. Henry B. 
Gonzalez (D-Tex.), committee vice 
chairman and longtime sponsor, of a..: 
similar resolution, will become chair- • 
man in January. ?> ■ ’ jJ,.?'



DOCUMENTSfiif 
|1K|||||
'Aide'Says Data Were: Apparently 
/'Destroyed After\House Action
H A-./.• ;_—_L_LiLlL?: ?/ jX j a- 
. /WASHINGTON, Nov. 16 (AP) —Docu
ments relating to the murder of the Kev.

; Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.^ apparently 
, have been destroyed since - the creation 
/.of a House committee to investigate the 

slaying,, committee ~ staff .members, said 
today. . . - :.* ://;:i.:.;!^';i'g^^;>:

Richard A. Sprague, chief• counsel of 
the House Committee- on Assassinations, 
said that the documents were "relevant 
to our investigation’' and “would have 
been in, the possession -of- law enforce
ment authorities."^ ■' . V;'/^^>;:' ■' 
; Mr. Sprague added, AT . have been ad
vised that the destruction has been since 
it was announced 9hr September?/that 
this committee would be investigating" 
the murders of Dr. King and President 
-Kennedy.- :'i »:.£%.-v.-. ^./^ ..,

The chief counsel cautioned that he had 
not received official'notification that the 
documents had been -destroyed, but, in 
an apparent reference to. a -member; of. 
his'staff,- said he. had learned of. their 
destruction ''from an individual who has 
interviewed other people?’?*:.?*; s ” .

J No Hint on Possession - A--^ 
i ; Mr. Sprague refused to discuss which 
law enforcement agency had - possessed 
the documents. However?: Representative 
Henry B. Gonzalez, Democrat of Texas, 

|?a committee:member, said that:-he be-: 
lieved the documents had been'in the 

' possession of the authorities in Tennessee, 
' where Dr. King was killed m 1968.
- ■ During an unexpected public ‘ session 
of the committee, Mr. ■ Gonzalez- asked 
a staff attorney, Robert Ozer.if he had 
any reason to ' believe that documents 
relating to the King-assassination had 
been destroyed “since the constitution of 
this committee." ??.^ :

"Yes, sir," Mr. Ozer replied? "I beb’eve 
there are some documents that have been 
destroyed.”

Mr. Ozer is a former member of a Jus
tice Department strike force against or
ganized crime in Detroit 1

The hearing, originally expected to be 
held in closed session, was open to the' - 

public after a motion to go into executive 
Session failed on a 6-to-6 tie vote.'

On Monday, Mr., Sprague said the com
mittee would hire 170 investigators to 
investigate the Kennedy and King assassi
nations. He said the size of the investiga
tive team was not excessive and said that 
by comparison, the Warren Commission 
had-88 aides of its own, 150 Federal Bu
reau of Investigation agents, 60 Secret 

| Service agents and the help of the Central 
: Intelligence Agency and the Internal
Revenue Service in its inquiry. • ,

NYT imes

17 November 1976




