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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
To

I I The Solicitor General June 7, 1968 
Deputy Attorney General

| | Assistant Attorney General

| | Director, Bureau of Prisons
| | The Pardon Attorney
| | Chairman, Parole Board
| | Assistant Attorney General for Administration. - ;
| | Immigration and Naturalization Service ■i!^.^
| | Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous DrugiJ:!S * '’
| | Office of Alien Property ‘lc7 q.
| | Chief - Accounts Branch ^^l
| | Chief - Administrative Services Office
| | Chief of Personnel
| | General Litigation Section, Civil Division
| | Records Administration Office

Att.: i I Antitrust Div. | | Civil Div. | | Civil Rights Div.
I I Criminal Div. [~] Internal Security Div.
| | Inter-Division Information Unit

| | A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific
request from you.

| | B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter.

| | C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the
holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa.

Q D. For your information.

| | E. Please note change in caption of this case.

John Edgar Hoover 
Director

cc: but Attorney General | | Deputy Attorney General
| | Antitrust Div.
| | Criminal Div.

| ICivil Div. IxjCivil Rights Div.
| | Internal Security Div. | | IDIU

Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

uniteRtates department of jusARe

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

June 7,

Intensive investigation is continuing in order to determine the 
complete circumstances surrounding the shooting of Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy by an individual who has been charged by Los Angeles, 
California, authorities as his assailant, Sirhan Bishara Sirhan.

School records in Pasadena, California, described Sirhan prior 
to 1963 when he graduated from John Muir High School as ’’friendly, co
operative, well mannered, has adjusted very nicely to his new environ
ment and making many new friends. ’’ Continuing investigation into Sirhan's 
background indicates, according to his brother Sharif Bishara Sirhan, the 
assailant had little association or communication with the rest of the 
family. He had few male associates and since his fall from a horse in 
September, 1966, had been more withdrawn.

The FBI Laboratory has conducted an examination of the hand
writing appearing on papers found after a search of Sirhan's room in the 
Pasadena family home which bore notations advocating the overthrow of 
the President of the United States and other statements alluding to the 
necessity of assassinating Robert F. Kennedy. The handwriting could not 
be identified as Sirhan’s because of the lack of adequate known handwriting 
samples. Additional samples of Sirhan's known handwriting are being 
obtained for comparison purposes.

A copy of this material is attached.

Investigation is continuing in an effort to account for Sirhan's 
activities directly prior to the shooting of Senator’ Kennedy. Individuals 
who were in attendance at the ballroom in the Ambassador Hotel at the



ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY

witnesses, Humphrey Cordero and Enrique Rabago, identified Sirhan as 
being at the Ambassadoi’ Hotel at approximately 9:30 p. m., Pacific 
Daylight Time, on June 4, 1968, at which time Sirhan is alleged to have 
made derogatory comments regarding "rich people" in general and 
Senator Kennedy in particular. It was alleged Sirhan stated that 
Senator Kennedy was going to "buy the presidency" for personal purposes, 
and that he (Sirhan) was looked down upon because of his clothing. Both 
Cordero and Rabago were of the opinion based on their conversation with 
Sirhan that he had come to the Ambassadoi' Hotel alone since no one 
appeared to be accompanying him during their approximate ten-minute 
conversation with him.

Three of the five individuals who were wounded during the 
shooting were interviewed, but none observed the assailant. The remain
ing two who were more seriously wounded will be interviewed as soon as 
their condition permits.

Mayor Samuel W. Yorty, Los Angeles, California, was reported 
by the news media on June 6, 1968, as stating Sirhan was associated with 
the W. E. B. DuBois Clubs of America. The Los Angeles Police Depart
ment advised that on January 16, 1966, a vehicle registered to Sirhan's 
brother Adel was observed in the vicinity of Baces Hall, Sunset and 
Vermont, Los Angeles, California, where a meeting sponsored by the 
W. E. B. DuBois Clubs of America was being held. ■

FBI files based on available data failed to establish Sirhan was 
a member of such an organization.

A reliable source has indicated that Dorothy Healy, Los Angeles 
Communist Party leader, has stated the assassin is unknown as a member 
of the W. E. B. DuBois Clubs of America in the Los Angeles area. The 
W. E. B. DuBois Clubs of America is a Marxist-orientated youth organi
zation whose leaders in 1967 were Communist Party, United States of 
America, members. It was indicated that the Communist Party, United 
States of America, intends to issue a press release denying Sirhan has 
had any connection with the Communist Party and, in fact, is considering 
a legal suit against Mayor Yorty with respect to his allegations.

- 2 -



ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY

FBI Agents, on June 5, 1968, located a 1956 DeSoto registered 
to Sirhan Sirhan at Wilshire Boulevard and New Hampshire Avenue a few 
blocks from the Ambassador Hotel. An examination of this vehicle, after 
a search warrant was obtained, resulted in the location of one empty box 
of . 22 caliber bullets in the glove compartment. In addition, a sales 
receipt was located in the glove compartment showing the purchase of 
four boxes of . 22 caliber bullets for $3. 99 paid for in cash on June 1, 1968. 
A wallet containing identification in the name of Sirhan Sirhan was also 
located in the glove compartment.

Enclosure '
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From

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

To
| | The Solicitor General June 7, 1968
| | Deputy Attorney General
|XX Assistant Attorney General Stephen J. Pollak
| | Director, Bureau of Prisons
| | The Pardon Attorney
I | Chairman, Parole Board
I | Assistant Attorney General for Administration
| | Immigration and Naturalization Service
| | Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs
I | Office of Alien Property
| | Chief - Accounts Branch
| | Chief - Administrative Services Office
I | Chief of Personnel
| | General Litigation Section, Civil Division . • . .
| | Records Administration Office

Att.: I I Antitrust Div. | | Civil Div. □ Civil Rights Div.
I I Criminal Div. | | Internal Security Div.
| | Inter-Division Information Unit

I | A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific 
request from you.

| | B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter.

I | C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 
holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa.

bnt D. For your information.

□ E. Please note change in caption of this case.

John Edgar Hoover 
Director

cc: [XI Attorney General [X] Deputy Attorney General
| | Antitrust Div. 
| | Criminal Div.

[ |Civil Div. | | Civil Rights Div.
| | Internal Security Div. | | IDIU

Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

June 7, 1968

; ASSASSINATION OF
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Intensive investigation is continuing in order to determine the 
complete circumstances surrounding the shooting of Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy by an individual who has been charged by Los Angeles, 
California, authorities as his assailant, Sirhan Bishara Sirhan.

School records in Pasadena, California, described Sirhan prior 
to 1963 when he graduated from John Muir High School as "friendly, co
operative, well mannered, has adjusted very nicely to his new environ
ment and making many new friends. " Continuing investigation into Sirhan’s 
background indicates, according to his brother Sharif Bishara Sirhan, the 
assailant had little association or communication with the rest of the 
family. He had few male associates and since his fall from a horse in 
September, 1966, had been more withdrawn.

The FBI'Laboratory has conducted an examination of the hand-' " 
writing appearing on papers found after1 a search of Sirhan’s room in the 
Pasadena family home which bore notations advocating the overthrow of 
the President of the United States and other Statements alluding to the 
necessity of assassinating Robert F. Kennedy. The handwriting could not 
be identified as Sirhan’s because of the lack of adequate known handwriting 
samples. Additional samples of Sirhan’s known handwriting are being 
obtained for comparison purposes.

A copy of this material is attached.

Investigation is continuing in an effort to account for Sirhan’s 
activities directly prior* to the shooting of Senator Kennedy. Individuals 
who were in atterchnce at the ballroom in the Ambassador Hotel at the 
time of the shooting are being located and interviewed in detail. Two

27 JUN 5 1968



ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY

witnesses, Humphrey Cordero and Enrique Rabago, identified Sirhan as 
being at the Ambassador Hotel at approximately 9:30 p. m., Pacific 
Daylight Time, on June 4, 1968, at which time Sirhan is alleged to have 
made derogatory comments regarding "rich people" in general and 
Senator Kennedy in particular. It was alleged Sirhan stated that 
Senator Kennedy was going to "buy the presidency" for personal purposes, 
and that he (Sirhan) was looked down upon because of his clothing. Both 
Cordero and Rabago were of the opinion based on their conversation with 
Sirhan that he had come to the Ambassador Hotel alone since no one 
appeared to be accompanying him during their approximate ten-minute 
conversation with him.

Three of the five individuals who were wounded during the 
shooting were interviewed, but none observed the assailant. The remain
ing two who were more seriously wounded will be interviewed as soon as 
their condition permits.

. Mayor Samuel W. Yorty, Los Angeles, California, was reported
by the news media on June 6, 1968, as stating Sirhan was associated with 
the W. E. B. DuBois Clubs of America. The Los Angeles Police Depart
ment advised that on January 16, 1966, a vehicle registered to Sirhan’s 
brother Adel was observed in the vicinity of Baces Hall, Sunset and 
Vermont, Los Angeles, California, where a meeting sponsored by the 
W. E-. B. DuBois Clubs of America was being' held. ” “

FBI files based on available data failed to establish Sirhan was 
a member of such an organization.

A reliable source has indicated that Dorothy Healy, Los Angeles 
Communist Party leader, has stated the assassin is unknown as a member 
of the W. E. B. DuBois Clubs’ of America in the Los Angeles area. The 
W. E. B. DuBois Clubs of America is a Marxist-orientated youth organi
zation whose leaders in 1967 were Communist Party, United States of 
America, members. It was indicated that the Communist Party, United 
States of America, intends to issue a press release denying Sirhan has 
had any connection with the Communist Party and, in fact, is considering 
a legal suit against Mayor Yorty with respect to his allegations.
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FBI Agents, on June 5, 1968, located a 1956 DeSoto registered 
to Sirhan Sirhan at Wilshire Boulevard and New Hampshire Avenue a few 
blocks from the Ambassador Hotel. An examination of this vehicle, after 
a search warrant was obtained, resulted in the location of one empty box 
of . 22 caliber bullets in the glove compartment. In addition, a sales 
receipt was located in the glove compartment showing the purchase of 
four boxes of . 22 caliber bullets for $3. 99 paid for in cash on June 1, 1968 
A wallet containing identification in the name of Sirhan Sirhan was also 
located in the glove compartment.

Enclosure '
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v T: 9/4/68 -

iMPfOAGimJieas . 
, W: 166-12C-1

Kia Beth Hochsprung 
2UWO11 Men#ching Road 
Roselle, Illinois 60172

Dear Mia# Hochsprung;
Spp^ 71968

' President .Johnson has referred to thia Department your ■ 
correspondence dated June 7, 1968, concerning the possibility of 
a conspiracy in the assassination of Senator Kennedy. We apologise 
for the delay in responding. :

Immediately folloving the tragi# death of the late Senator, 
the Attorney general on June 5, 1968 and# the following renark:

Every angle of thia natter will he 
fully investigated. So resource will ;
he spared. According to the informa- .
tioh I have at this moment, we have 
no evidence of a conspiracy; only the -
evidence of this individual act. But 
every lead will he followed. Ro stone

- will be left unturned. •

The rules with respect to pre-trial publicity preclude 
further comment, but you may be assured that all investigative 
aspect# have been end are being fully pursued.

Sincerely,

Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Right# Division

cc: i. Record# 
Chrono . 
Gutierrez 
Corres. Unit

QABHI3L A. OUHERBE 
Attorney

' western Section
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old

senator I'.enncuy* s u.eaim 31

joonc. And since tney found

hoar Pie si deni; Johnson

live in Illinois

Aitor hearing and roading about 
^ki d0!

thought that 3b jot payed iy qq

it written in the diary ho owned. It was just a thought. 

And I have to remember that he still is not proven guilty. 

Please give me a answer.
If you sen^ me the answer around the end of th

month of June send it to.............. 226 West Wilson Street

Lombard, Illinois. If you sent ne the answer before the end 

of the month send it to 4M^*.............. 24W01I mensching Road

Roselle, Illinois, thank you very much.
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SJPxGAGxmJ xmes 
DJ 166-12C-1

co:

Mrs. C. P. Morales
40Z5 North Gibson Road 
El Monte, California 91731

Dear Mrs. Morales:

President Johnson has referred to this Depart
meat your correspondence dated June 7, 1968, concern
ing the possibility of a conspiracy in the assassination 
of Senator Kennedy. We apologize for the delay in 
responding.

Immediately following the tragic death of the 
late senator, the Attorney General on JUne 6, 1968, 
made the following remarks

Every angle of this matter will be fully in- ' 
vestigated. No resource will be spared. Ac
cording to the information X have at this 
moment, we have no evidence of a conspiracy; 
only the evidence of this individual act.
But every lead will be followed. No stone 
will be left unturned.

The rules with respect to pre-trial publicity 
preclude further comment, but you may be assured that 
all investigative aspects have been and are being 
fully pursued.

' Sincerely, " . - '

STWHES J. POUAK
Assistant Attorney General 
—-Civil Rights Division

Records 
Chrono 
Gutieix 
Corres4

BY
IJ B

On QCT jA • ./'—Bobrik, a. gutierrez 
Attorney 

western Section
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* SJP:GAGjmjskif 
DJ 166-12C-1

OCTI 41968
MissLinda Boone .
Route 7 ' . .A ' ■ - ’ - _ . -
Beaton, Kentucky 42025 •

Dear Mia# Boone: .

President Johnson has referred to this Depart- 
sent your correspondence of June 6, 1968, concerning ■
the possibility of a conspiracy in the assassination of 
Senator Kennedy. We apologize for our delay in respond
ing- • ' . ! ''

- - Ismediately following the tragic death of the
late Senator, the Attorney Deneral on line 5, 1968 
evade the following i#arM:

. Every angle of this natter will be fully 
investigated. No resourcewill be spared. ' 
According to the information X have at 
this sottent, we have no evidence of a con- 
apiracy; only the-evidence of this indi- - 
vidual act. Rut every lead will be followed / 
No stone will be left unturned.

■ Ihe rules with respect to pre-trial publicity . ' 
preclude farther easment,. bat yon aay be assumed that 
all Investigative aspect# have been and arc being pursued.

! t Q
; U 8
r NOV 2 968^ 

cc CRecords4-^"
Chrono
Corres. Unit

Sincerely,

STEPHEN J. POLIAK 
Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division

Gutierrez

GABRIELA. GUTIERREZ 
Attorney 

western Section
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’ •>, ^^^isj^ .
' ’ &W 8<' C^Mh :«ptrt • t

^D S <1ii<

196b

£

.»
J

^f^idejrt.JfaiaM^^

y^ recent #t^ ui to Meure ycm ^t y»uy »ugg«irt4.afe;l^

' ’ 8iaM^ .

T II# #. VISBOK, ^ - ' 
AMlB-^nt ^tt^ney Oewwal
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Al Rosen called me and raised certain problems that 
he saw; and wanted opinions before they moved. The principal 
issue is what the Bureau should do about interviewing the 
subject Sirhan Sirhan. The FBI is very clear that they do 
not want to be in a position where they have not at least 
attempted to interview the subject and, of course^ would 
like substantively to interview him.

Rosen advised that the police have advised the Bureau 
they have not picked up any information from the subject 
and that the prosecuting attorney has directed the police 
to attempt no further interviews.

Rosen believes that the Bureau has no problem., both 
with respect to the police and to the county attorney of 
reaching the subject for interview. He indicates that they 
can arrange it without difficulty. ——-— -----------

The questions he raises and would like soniO^iiffl^r 
to are as follows:

5 19(1. If he has a lawyer, ACLU lawyer Wirtrf, aw the 
issue is ambiguous., then they have no problen—— the plan 
would simply be they contact the attorney to as|k perm^Mon 
to interview the subject and the details would be guided 
by the attorney's decision,, namely whether the^interview 
would be recorded and other details of how they set up 
the interview; whether the interview would be with or 
without the attorney.

2. It is also quite possible that the subject has 
no attorney. They are really asking advice on what to do 
in this event. Their concern is the Massiah case. While 
they do not plan any tricks, their concern is really one of 
the stage of the proceeding. They are inclined to believe 
that at this juncture they should not interview the man at 
all unless he is represented ^/ (whether or not the attorney 
wants to be present). If he is not represented, Nat's 
view of Massiah and the succeeding cases are that basically 
at any stage of the proceeding, that if the man is advised 
of his right to have a lawyer and an assigned lawyer and 
still maintains that he does not want a lawyer then they 
can proceed to ask him if he would talk to them without a 
lawyer and if he signs the waiver consenting to do so they



2 -

can proceed to interview him.

Al Rosen had some concern that if the guy does give 
the statement because he believes that the statement may 
be self-serving. This does not trouble me one way or 
another. Rosen's concern I think is that the subject 
might be building his case to the law enforcement people 
of his incapacity to stand trial.

I think the ticklish problem prssented for the 
Bureau is how they satisfy themselves as to whether or not 
he is represented now. In the usual case they simply 
ask the subject and I am inclined to believe that that 
is what they should do here. The other alternative would 
be to call the ACLU and determine whether or not they 
have gotten a lawyer as yeta thought I think that is 
inviting press coverage of the attempted contact of the 
FBI of the subject.

I am going to the Hogate Restaurant (638-8066) for 
dinner and I will call you from there. Rosen said we 
could get back to him tomorrow on this^ but if needed 
we can deal with him tonight.



T: 9/W

SJPsGAGaoj :as 
DJ: 166-120*1

Mrs. T. Giaonancheri 
Third Street - 
Budd Lake, Bw Jersey 07828

Dear. Mrs. Giamancheri:

President Johnson has referred to this Department year 
correspondence dated tot 6, 1968, concerning the possibility 
of a conspiracy in the assassination of Senator Kennedy. We 
apologize for the delay in responding.

Jatodisttly fallowing the tragic death of the late 
Senator, the Attorney General on Jone 5, 1968 node the follow* 
ing remark:

Every angle of this natter will be fully investi
gated. No resource will be spared. According to 
the information I have at this etoent, we have no 
evidence of a conspiracy; only the evidence of 
this individual act. But every lead will be fol
lowed. No stone will be left unturned.

The rules with respect to pretrial publicity preclude 
farther cowment, but ycu nay be assured that all investigative 
aspects h*re been and are being ftlly pursued.

Sincerely,

STKPHKN J. POLIAK 
Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division

cc:<Records 
Chrono.
Gutierrez 
Corres. Unit
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RFK na
in plot-fo

sted
trial

NEW YORK (UPI) - gen. 
Robert F. Kennedy’s name 
was injected yesterday in the 
Queens conspiracy-to-murder 
trial as being on a list of 
“people who should be 
assassinated.”.

The quote was attributed 
to Herman Ferguson, a de
fendant in the trial, by 
Detective Edward Howlette, 
a police undercover agent.

Howelette testified Tuesday 
, that President Johnson also 

was being considered as a 
possible assassination target 
by the alleged conspirators.

The Negro detective testi- 
fiM that an May 18/1967^116, 
Ferguson and Arthur Harris, 
the other defendant, dis
cussed a “list of selective 
terrorism.”

Despite defense objections, 
Howlette was allowed to enter 
names on that list: “Roy 
Wilkins, Whitney Young, Rob
ert-Kennedy, -tarry Elliot 
and . tarry Neal.” -
„ There ^as tfo other Identi
fication of the last two per
sons named.

f * ^^ JawPer Mrs. Gean 
Ann Condon. jumped to her 
feet and moved for a mistrial 
on grounds the testimony was 

Prejudicial and out
side the issues. I

Justice Paul Balsam de
fied the motion. I
. ^',^on Persisted, say- | 
mg:. JOn this day when the I 
latest radio reports indicate I 
senator Kennedy is very close I 
u ruL01 2^ American I 

f^ with emotion and I 
this testimony is so preiudi- I

PLOT CHARGED , I

Balsam interrupted and | 
s said that he was sure that I 
s the jurors are “not filled I 

with such emotion as not to I 
able to render a fair I 

the basis of the I

and Harris are 
conspiracy to 

the first 
^charged

with plotting the murders of • ’ 
moderate civil rights leaders 
Roy Wilkins of the NAACP - 
and Whitney Young of the ' ■ 
Urban League.

In his testimony Tuesday, ’ 
Howlette said that Ferguson * . 
once told him “after Roy ■ 
Wilkins is killed we might ,, 
decide to get our President, 
Lyndon Johnson.”

Howlette ended his testi
mony yesterday shortly be-" 
fore 3 p.m. The trial was ad
journed until today when the • 
detective will undergo cross- 
examination by the defense.
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