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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

June 17, 1968

ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 

LOS ANGEUSS, CALIFORNIA

A United Press International release on June 13, 
1968, indicated an unidentified Arab Government had passed 
"new and startling" information to American officials rela­
tive to Sirhan Bishara Sirhan. It is reported by corres­
pondent John Kimche in the London Evening Standard that 
Sirhan had traveled in the Middle East in 1964 for seven 
months. He allegedly returned to the Middle East in 1966 
spending five months in Cairo, Egypt, before returning to 
the United States in the beginning of 1967.

A Reuters dispatch on June 13, 1968, additionally 
reported that this individual's full name, according to 
Kimche, was Sirhan Bishara Sirhan Abu Khatar. This indi­
vidual, according to the dispatch, was first brought to the 
United States in 1928 when he was four years old. He was 
allegedly married upon a return to the Middle East on 
June 27, 1957, to Leila Ussef Mikhael at Es Salt, Jordan.

Records of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service show that Sirhan Bishara Sirhan entered the United 
States on January 12, 1957. His date of birth was given 
as Jerusalem, Jordan.

Investigation by our Los Angeles Office reveals 
he took up residence with his family in Pasadena, California, 
immediately upon his entry into the United States attending 
the Pasadena city schools until graduation from the John 
Muir High School in June, 1963. Thereafter he attended 
Pasadena City College until May of 1965.

Investigation reveals that during 1964
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was attending school and employed at 
two Pasadena, California, service stations. Investigation 
further indicates that during 1966 he was continuous! 
the Pasadena, California, area. rTTc^C-7
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ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY

In addition, each of Sirhan’s four brothers wag 
interviewed by Special Agents of the Los Angeles Office of 
the FBI on June 13, 1968, at which time they advised Sirhan 
has never left the United States since his arrival in 1957. 
They pointed out that the word Abu Khatar, meaning ”is the 
father of Khatar,” is a term not used by Christians and that 
the Sirhan family is Christian.

The Department of State has advised that it has 
received no communication from any country in the Middle 
East relative to the aforementioned matter. According to 
the Department of State, information was received from the 
American Embassy in Tel Aviv, Israel, to the effect that 
a United Press International correspondent had reportedly 
talked with Sirhan's father in Jordan who stated that to 
his knowledge Sirhan never married and the other details 
contained in the original story of June 13, 1968, are 
highly improbable.

According to the Department of State an attempt 
was made by that agency in London to contact Jon, also known 
as John, Kimche with whom this story originated. Kimche re­
fused to identify his source but reiterated his source is 
usually reliable. According to the Department of State he 
seemed unimpressed by the possibility this might be a simple 
case of mistaken identity.

Kimche, according to the Central Intelligence 
Agency, is an able, unscrupulous free lance journalist in 
London who apparently supports official Israeli Zionist 
lines in his work. The Central Intelligence Agency reports 
that during early 1968 there were strong protests from 
American Government circles in London against his articles 
which appeared to be aimed at destroying relations between 
the United States and Arab countries.
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Jwl7, 1968Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
AifiM Attorney General

Director* FBI

AS8ASSINATK>NOy SENATOR 
ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Attaehedfor you and Asaistato Attorney General Stephen J. 
» Civil Right* Division, is one copy each of the report of

Agent Amedee O. Richards, Jr., BMAmI) 1968, at 
Los Angetos, California, emicemlng eaptioned matter*

Thia preitmlnary report encompasses investigative aettaty 
through Jine 6, 1968. Additional report# win, of cetrso, be prepared 
in thia matter and will be tarnished to you.

As yes are aware* this Boreas, as well as the Los lagetei 
Police Department, ha* been condoctiag an investigation tote the 
death of Senator Kennedy. Local prosecutive actton is pendii< to 
Los Angele#* California* and la befag MMEted by District Attorney 
Bratta J. Yeongor. E la believed that the results cfwar tavootigatioa 
would be of mMS uiitoMe te Mr* Yoanger, and you are roqneoted 
to advise if and when copies of these report* may bo taaM to Mm.

A copy of tide report Mil bo tarnished to too Mtad States 
Attorney# toi Aagetes* Cihforita. ;

Enclosure ■ ' - - - -

(P* Mr. Stephen J. Pollak

Assistant Attorney General (Enehnter#

27 JUN 6 1969
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
To

|~ | The Solicitor General JUHO 17^ 1968
|XX Deputy Attorney General
| ] Assistant Attorney General

| | Director, Bureau of Prisons
| ~ | The Pardon Attorney p"
| | Chairman, Parole Board
| | Assistant Attorney General for Administration
I | Immigration and Naturalization Service ■
I I Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs
I I Office of Alien Property ^j.arcl
I I Chief - Accounts Branch
Q Chief - Administrative Services Office
| ~ ] Chief of Personnel
1 | General Litigation Section, Civil Division
| | Records Administration Office

Att.: □ Antitrust Div. □ Civil Div. n Civil Rights Div.
P I Criminal Div. | ] Internal Security Div.
Q Inter-Division Information Unit

I I A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific 
request from you.

I I B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter.

I I C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 
holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa.

|X4 D. For your information.

| | E. Please note change in caption of this case.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

cc: ® Attorney General | | Deputy Attorney General
I | Antitrust Div.

Criminal Div.
| | Civil Div. ^Civil Rights Div.
| | Internal Security Div. | | IDIU

Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)
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SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
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A United Press International release on June 13, 
1968, Indicated an unidentified Arab Government had passed 
"new and startling" information to American officials rela­
tive to Sirhan Bishara Sirhan. It is reported by corres­
pondent John Kimche in the London Evening Standard that 
Sirhan had traveled in the Middle East in 1964 for seven 
months. He allegedly returned to the Middle East in 1966 
spending five months in Cairo, Egypt, before returning to 
the United States in the beginning of 1967,

A Reuters dispatch on June 13, 1968, additionally 
reported that this individual’s full name, according to 
Kimche, was Sirhan Bishara Sirhan Abu Khatar, This indi­
vidual, according to the dispatch, was first brought to the 
United States in 1928 when he was four years old. He was 
allegedly married upon a return to the Middle East on 
June 27, 1957, to Leila Ussef Mikhael at Es Salt, Jordan.

Records of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service show that Sirhan Bishara Sirhan entered the United 
States on January 12, 1957. His date of birth was given 
as| 1 Jerusalem, Jordan. PH

Investigation by our Los Angeles Office reveals 
he took up residence with his family in Pasadena, California, 
immediately upon his entry into the United States attending 
the Pasadena city schools until graduation from the John 
Muir High School in June, 1963. Thereafter he attended 
Pasadena City College until May of 1965.

Investigation reveals that during 1964
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was attending school and employed at 
two Pasadena, California, service stations. Investigation 
further indicates that during 1966 he was continuously in
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In addition, each of Sirhan's four brothers was 
interviewed by Special Agents of the Los Angeles Office of 
the FBI on June 13, 1968, at which time they advised Sirhan 
has never left the United States since his arrival in 1957. 
They pointed out that the word Abu Khatar, meaning "is the 
father of Khatar," is a term not used by Christians and that 
the Sirhan family is Christian.

The Department of State has advised that it has 
received no communication from any country in the Middle 
East relative to the aforementioned matter. According to 
the Department of State, information was received from the 
American Embassy in Tel Aviv, Israel, to the effect that 
a United Press International correspondent had reportedly 
talked with Sirhan's father in Jordan who stated that to 
his knowledge Sirhan never married and the other details 
contained in the original story of June 13, 1968, are 
highly improbable.

According to the Department of State an attempt 
was made by that agency in London to contact Jon, also known 
as John, Kimche with whom this story originated. Kimche re­
fused to identify his source but reiterated his source is 
usually reliable. According to the Department of State he 
seemed unimpressed by the possibility this might be a simple 
case of mistaken identity.

Kimche, according to the Central Intelligence 
Agency, is an able, unscrupulous free lance journalist in 
London who apparently supports official Israeli Zionist 
lines in his work. The Central Intelligence Agency reports 
that during early 1968 there were strong protests from 
American Government circles in London against his articles 
which appeared to be aimed at destroying relations between 
the United States and Arab countries.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530

Address Reply to the 
Division Indicated 

and Refer to Initials and Number

June 14, 1968.

Mrs. H. Newhard ; "
2118 Brinsmaid Place j —
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania / e/

/ ^D 3 I
Dear Mrs. Newhard: / Ol„ jj^ I

Thank you for your recent letter to~~Presiident Johnson 
regarding the death of Senator Robert F. Kennedy.' . /

I share with you your grief and sense of profound loss 
that once again an assasin's bullet has struck down a member 
of the Kennedy family in the service of his country.

The concern which prompted your communication is 
appreciated and you may be assured that we are constantly 
alert to the activities of every faction and element which 
pose any threat to the security of our country and that in 
the event evidence is developed which reflects a violation 
of Federal law, the Government will take immediate and 
effective steps to enforce the applicable statutes.



U. s.
department of justice

WASHINGTON, D. C. 2OS3O

official business

NO SUCH
Mrs. H. Newhard 
2118 Brirfsmaid Place 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

20
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
To

I | The Solicitor General June 14, 1968
jpg Deputy Attorney General
| | Assistant Attorney General

I | Director* Bureau of Prisons
I | The Pardon Attorney
PH Chairman, Parole Board
I | Assistant Attorney General for Administration
I | Immigration and Naturalization Service
I | Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs
I I Office of Alien Property
I | Chief - Accounts Branch
[ | Chief - Administrative Services Office
I | Chief of Personnel
I | General Litigation Section, Civil Division
| | Records Administration Office

Att.: I I Antitrust Div. | | Civil Div. | | Civil Rights Div.
I I Criminal Div. | ] Internal Security Div.
I 1 Inter-Division Information Unit

Q A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific 
request from you.

|~ I B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter.

I I C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 
holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa.

Q D. For your information.

| | E. Please note change in caption of this case.

John Edgar Hoover
Director! / y

cc: |X~| Attorney General [~~ | Deputy Attorney General
Q Antitrust Div. 
|X | Criminal Div.

QCivil Div. | | Civil Rights Div.
[ | Internal Security Div. [ | IDIU

Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form
becomes UNCLASSIFIED J
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UNIT]” STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

June 14, 1968

ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

We are continuing interviews with individuals 
who were at or near the scene of the shooting at the 
Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles, California, during the 
evening of June 4-5, 1968, in an effort to establish 
full facts relative to the activities of Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan.

Rafer Lewis Johnson, Olympic champion who 
assisted in subduing Sirhan, advises that while he was 
holding Sirhan immediately after subduing him he held 
his fist to Sirhan's head and repeated the question 
”Why did you do it?” The assailant’s only reply to 
Johnson was ”1’11 explain it,”

Another witness, Jesus Perez, saw Sirhan, 
gun in hand, immediately after Senator Kennedy had 
been shot. He stated Sirhan is identical with an 
individual who talked to him briefly just before 
midnight June 4, 1968, inquiring as to whether Senator 
Kennedy would pass their way after his speech.

Investigation indicates that the itinerary 
for Senator Kennedy was modified somewhat during the 
evening of June 4, 1968, due to delays in receiving 
election returns. According to information received 
from Senator Kennedy’s Public Relations Director for 
the California Campaign, the decision to take the 
route directly to the Colonial Room at the Ambassador 
Hotel was made on the stage immediately, after Senator



ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR 
ROBERT F. KENNEDY

A United Press International release on 
June 13, 1968, indicated Sirhan Bishara Sirhan had 
traveled to the Middle East during 1964 and 1966. 
This information allegedly originated with an 
unidentified Arab state. According to our inves­
tigation, it is completely unfounded since Sirhan 
had been, during 1964 and 1966, either pursuing his 
education or employed in the Pasadena, California, 
area.
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P 1 A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific 
request from you.

□ B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter.

| | C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 
holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa.

a D. For your information.

| | E. Please note change in caption of this case.

John Edgar Hoover
Director
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

June 14, 1968

ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Ue are continuing interviews with individuals 
who were at or near the scene of the shooting at the 
Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles, California, during the 
evening of June 4-5, 1968, in an effort to establish 
full facts relative to the activities of Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan.

Rafer Lewis Johnson, Olympic champion who 
assisted in subduing Sirhan, advises that while he was 
holding Sirhan immediately after subduing him he held 
his fist to Sirhan’s head and repeated the question 
"Why did you do it?” The assailant’s only reply to 
Johnson was ”1’11 explain it,”

Another witness, Jesus Perez, saw Sirhan, 
gun in hand, immediately after Senator Kennedy had 
been shot. He stated Sirhan is identical with an 
individual who talked to him briefly just before 
midnight June 4, 1968, inquiring as to whether Senator 
Kennedy would pass their way after his speech.

Investigation indicates that the itinerary 
for Senator Kennedy was modified somewhat during the 
evening of June 4, 1968, due to delays in receiving 
election returns. According to information received 
from Senator Kennedy’s Public Relations Director for 
the California Campaign, the decision to take the 
route directly to the Colonial Room at the Ambassador 
Hotel was made on the stage immediately, after Senator 
Kennedy’s speech. Inquiry into this phase is continuing.



ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR 
ROBERT F. KENNEDY

A United Press International release on 
June 13, 1968, indicated Sirhan Bishara Sirhan had 
traveled to the Middle East during 1964 and 1966. 
This information allegedly originated with an 
unidentified Arab state. According to our inves­
tigation, it is completely unfounded since Sirhan 
had been, during 1964 and 1966, either pursuing his 
education or employed in the Pasadena, California, 
area.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
Mr* Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General

Director, FBI

date: June 14, 1968

ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

In conjunction with our investigation into the 
assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy extensive in­
terviews are being conducted of those who were present 
in the vicinity of the shooting at the Ambassador Hotel 
at 12:15 a.m., June 5, 1968. Witnesses have been located 
who have identified Sirhan Bishara Sirhan as the assailant.

Among those who were in Senator Kennedy's party 
as it left the Embassy Room proceeding through the hotel 
kitchen was his wife, Mrs. Ethel Kennedy. It is reported 
that she was close by the Senator at the time the shots 
were fired.

In view of the above and inasmuch as Mrs. Kennedy 
has not been interviewed by Special Agents of the FBI or 
representatives of the Los Angeles Police Department, it 
is requested that you advise whether steps should be taken 
by this Bureau to arrange an interview of Mrs. Kennedy by

/, 
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the FBI. \

1 - Mr. Stephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General

8 JUN 14 1968
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June 14, 1968Mr, Fred M. Viam, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General

Director, FBI

ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR BOBBBT F. KKNNNDY 
LOS ANGHX28, CALIFORNIA

In conjunction with cur investigation into the 
assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy extensive in- 
terviews are being conducted of those who were present 
in the vicinity of the shooting at the Ambassador Hotel 
at 12:15 a.e., June 5, 1968. Fitnesses have boon located 
who have identified Sirhan Bishara Sirhan as the assailant.

Among those who were in Senator Kennedy’s party 
as it loft the Knbassy Roon proceeding through the hotel 
Ritehen was his wife, NTs. Bthol Kennedy. It is reported 
that she was close by the Senator at the tine the shots 
were fired.

In view of the above and iannnA as Mrs. Kennedy 
has not been interviewed by Special Agents of the FBI or 
representatives of the Los Angeles Mice Department, it 
is requested that ym» advise whether steps should be taken 
by this Bureau to arrange an interview of Mrs. Kennedy by 
the FBI.

1 - Mr. Stephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General



4^
iJifector
Funeral Bureau Of Investigation

T 7/17/68

r*eu 4. visaon, Jr, 
Aeaiatwit Attorney General 
criadMl Division

AESA&dlUAtlQfi 0?
aauita BOBERT r. nmr 
ML*a£L£x^2^

i-v'ft frf^^ ^Uly i q, 196$ 

166-1201

This is in reference to your
June 1- , 1966, inquiring as io whether steps nbould be ^ 
teken by the Bureau to arrange an interview of Hr#. Sttel 
SlMMdy by agente of ths Federal Butmm of lavas Uga tian.

Vs Wr erstajbl that Boa Angles Ausistewt District 
Attorney John Howard curt ^ergeaate lutebett sod McArthur 
of the ios Angele# Police Dapartcwnt have been in touch 
with n representative of the tenneOy feaily to amusge ** 
interview in connection . 5 th their investigation of the 
pentinj prosecution in Loa Angles of the suspected assassin, 
Liman Fisher* tirmn. Ne have been advisee that upon com* 
pietian of atty interview by tbs Los A&gelen District Attorney's 
office am the Los Angles Police fepartaent copies of the 
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Clients of the Federal Korean of Investigation until th# 
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June. 14,^ 1968Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr.
Assistant Attorney General

Director, FBI •

ASSASSINATION OF
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

In conjunction with our investigation into the 
assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy extensive in­
terviews are being conducted of those who were present 
in the vicinity of the shooting at the Ambassador Hotel 
at 12:15 a.m0, June 5, 1963. Witnesses have been located 
who have identified Sirhan Bishara Sirhan as the assailant.

Among those who were in Senator Kennedy’s party 
as it left the Embassy Room proceeding through the hotel 
kitchen was his wife, Mrs. Ethel Kennedy. It is reported 
that she was close by the Senator at the time the shots 
were fired. .

In view of the above and inasmuch as Mrs. Kennedy 
has not been interviewed by Special Agents of the FBI or 
representatives of the Los Angeles Police Department, it 
is requested that you advise whether steps should be taken 
by this Bureau to arrange an interview of Mrs. Kennedy by 
the FBI.

5
- Mr. Stephen J. Pollak

Assistant Attorney General

'AAG Criminal
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E. ERNST SCHAEFER 
3411 Marquart 
Houston, Texas .77027.

The Honorable Ramsey Clark 
United. States Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C.

My Dear Mr. Clark:

June 13, 1968

Having read, in the newspapers and. seen on television so much about the assassination 
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, I cannot help but express some ideas of mine to you.

I wish to repeat again that my entire knowledge of this case comes only and alone from 
the publicity itself.

We know the following facts:

1* The assassin was born in the Jordanian held part of Jerusalem.

2. He left Jerusalem at the age of approximately 1 or 2 years.

3. He has lived in this country approximately 20 years.

4. He apparently is a member of some Arabic Student Organization.

5. He had in his pocket a piece of paper on which was written that Sen. Kennedy-
had to be killed before June 5.

6. He states he felt he had to kill the Senator because of his remarks that 
weapons and arms will have to be supplied to the State of Israel for her 
protection against expected Arab aggression.

7. His father, in Jerusalem, stated in one interview by a press correspondent 
that he was sorry about the assassination of the Senator, and a few days later 
he revised his statement after "he was set straight", saying that he felt his 
son was justified in this act of murder. (I suspect some sort of brain­
washing by the Arab Terror Organization).

8. The assassin had about $400.00 in cash on him when he was captured, which could 
not have been his own money from the income of the small job he was holding at 
that time.

If I put all the above bits of information together, I seem to come to this conclusion*

How did the assassin know exactly which way Sen. Kennedy would leave the ballroom after 
his last speech? (it said in the paper that he was waiting for the Senator in the hall­
way of the hotel); why was Sen. Kennedy selected to be killed when each one of the 
hopeful candidates for the Presidency expressed about the same ideas and views, includ­
ing Sen. McCarthy, V.P. Humphrey, Gov. Rockefeller and Mr. Nixon?

- 2
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The Honorable Ramsey Clark, UTo. Attorney General, Washington

How did the assassin know that Sen. Kennedy would come into this hallway?

As outlined above, the assassin was a member of an Arabic Student Organization and. 
we have seen in this country that students in general are getting somewhat restless 
and young people from the Middle-East, due to their temperamental build up, even more 
so.

We also know for a fact that amongst the Arabian countries there is a very radical 
and chauvinistic organization: El-Fatah, which not only makes constant raids into 
Israel but also threatens everybody who does not cooperate with them, including even 
King Feisal of Transjordan.

I cannot help but feel that a good deal of the Arabic Student Associations in this 
country are under the very strong influence of this Terror Organization and have been 
forced to interfere directly with the inner-political affairs of our country, by 
selecting prominent figures for assassination. Therefore, it seems impossible to me that 
only ONE man was assigned to kill the Senator.

The fact that in his pocket was the slip of paper stating that Sen. Kennedy had to be 
killed before June 5 (the outbreak of last years Middle-East war) seems to indicate 
even stronger that the whole plot must have been organized in some way and I firmly 
believe that other persons were posted in the crowd also to shoot at the Senator had 

he moved to a different location.

It is quite possible that all my ideas and ways of thinking are completely wrong but I 
definitely believe that this avenue should be thoroughly investigated to prevent 
similar cases in the future that might come from the same direction.

I will appreciate very much if you would be kind enough to advise me, if I am entirely 
out of order or not by this my communication to you.

EES/vm



E. ERNST SCHAEFER & CD.
3411 MARQUART 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

The Honorable Ramsey Clark 
United States Attorney General 
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.
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Honorable Will last H. Ba^s . .
House of Representatives^ / '
Washington, >. C. 20515^ W?2|9go

Dear Congressman Bates #

. Thia is In reply to your memorandum of June 25, 
1958. enclosing a constituent^ letter regarding the 
possibility of a conspiracy in th* assassination of 
Senator Kennedy. X apologise for ay delay in 
responding. .

Immediately following th* tragic death of 
the late Senator* the Attomay General on June 5, 

\ 1968 made the folio wing ramarks*

■ Kyery. angle of thio natter will be
■ tolly investigated. B ,r«ee#. ,

- will be spared. According to the. . : 
information 1 have at thia mouent*

1 . we have, no evidence of a conspiracy; . 
only the evidence of -this individual 
act, But every lead will be*followed. 
Ms atone will be left unturned.

The rules with respect to pre-trial publicity 
preclude further comment, hut you may assure your 
constituent that all investigative aspects have been 
and are being fully pursued. ■

Sincerely, ,

cc s JRfecords ■ 
Chrono 
DAG .
Pollak ■ 
Corres. Unit 
Western Section



PLEASE EXPEDITE^ 

THIS 'MAIL SHOULD T

ANSWERED WITHIN 48 HOURS
Receipt was acknowledged . &' £6 6 ^

Correspondence Section
Records Administration Office
Administrative Division



CongreM of $e Mniteb States 

%ouoe of MepredentatibeK 

HMjinglon, 30,€.

25 June 1968 196

Office of the Attorney General 
Department mfx±x Justice 
Washington, D. C.

Sir:

The attached communication 

is sent for your consideration. 

Please investigate the statements 

contained therein and forward me 

the necessary information for re-

\ William H. Bates.m iLnyt
\ t-crvrffiGKTS-w*'

I am enclosing a letter which I rec'd 
from a constituent, Mrs. Lenora Salvucci 
and I would appreciate any information 
which you might be in position to give 
me relative to the matters discussed
herein.

WHB/oew



•
 June 13, ig£8 

Mrs.Lehora JBalvuccl 
31 Richard Street 
Lynn, Massachusetts 019C

Congressman William Bates 
Cannon House Office Building 
Washington D.C.

Dear Congressman Bates, 

^Ae^Ze<+kat ^ this time, you and other congressmen must be 
flooded with mall, mostly pertaining to the passage of a strict 
gun control bill. Though this concerns me, this letter does 
not relate to the gun matter. uqbb

Mr. Bates, I am worried ^nd
of the past five years and the faot that 
becoming a household word. J cannot I winlMt1”2lt??h it 
n™a?& S'™S JM^sslng

S1T Jh^0111 Kj^y’s death, there have been numerous 
the^a^ren^mmi^^^ whlch contradicts the findings of 
thj ^arren +°?mlM8i2n\ Those discrepancies, pointed out first 
mvs+i?ieg°me ^^r’Mark Lane, are so poignant that it absolutely 
Tn+^+hP TnJttS fn ?k°ne ln Wa0hington has bothered to delve 7 
Into the matter further.

th.mJJ?^°J recent events and I am speaking primarily of 
the murder of Robert Kennedy, it is ouite apparent that many 
many people are uttering "conspiracy”. With all my heart! I’ 
believe this to be so and nothing has been said or written tn 
make me change my position. ivcen to

housewife who’can onl^grlt^^teeth *waTOnty*fl” *®ar 014 
the air and curse the person o? p^S^ E ^t

Mr. Bates, I assume you do not live 1 you must be aware of the tension and ?rnqKCT’ 1 &88U®e 
once more with Robert Kennedy’ a mn^I m^J10" re-created
are all the other people In U?^.^^^; Ba1~e' a. 

I firmly believe that the basic fm^-aa 
build their free lives upon is brembld-^^^^c^^s 
an approaching earthouake, That fnnnan+4«8 <f J° signal 
Trust in the wen who run wrXS ™ 
°" ?0™- TrUr ^ 8nable8 “8 to live our aS^S,''01"”8 

without worrying (until now, perhans) that an»fl*M 1 * ,
is Strangling the throat of Justice ind\J threatening’'



the basic tenets of the democracy which most Americans 
believe in so strongly.
Mr. Bates, let me ask you some questions. Perhaps, you have 
heart them before.

Point 1. District Attorney Jim Garrison of New Orleans claims 
he has evidence which would prove there was a 
conspiracy to kill President Kennedy.

Question. Why has the United States government imposed an 
injunction on this man in relation to the Olay 
Shaw trial? Why are they so adamant in their refusal 
to aid Jim Garrison?

It seems to me, Mr. Bates, that the United States government 
should-be eager to do everything in their power to see that 
truth is allowed to reach the surface. Even if Mr.Garrison*s 
claims and evidence is far-fetched (and I emphasize "if") 
I should think the government would want to do everything it 
could to disprove this evidence by allowing Garrison to lay 
his cards on the table in a court of law •
Isn’t there anyone in Washington who can help this come about? 
I think it would put the minds of many people at ease. This 
way, the speculation becomes Increasingly dangerous. It 
includes the claim that there are people in our government 
who were and are Involved in this awful thing.
Because no one in power seems to be doing anything about this, 
it seems like, 1. There is a stranglehold on the people in 
power imposed by someone, or, 2. The people in Washington 
don’t want Mto rock the boat"-;

Point 2, It seems there are two men; one in California and 
one in Texas in whom Mr.Garrison is most interested. 
But neither Governor of those states will sign 
extradition papers.

Question Assuming that the government intended to assist
——— Mr.Garrison, isn’t there some way they could overrule 

the heads of those states?
The thing that puzzles me is why Governor Connolly won’t aid 
any way he can since he himself was almost a victim on 
November 22, 1963. (More speculation on my part. Or was 
Governmr Connolly Intended to be a victim at all?)
Do you see, Mr.Bates, how dangerous this wave of uncertainty can 
^as^you again. Isn’t there anyone inrWashington who is willing 
to break all the barriers and fully Investigate the two Kennedy 
murders?

Point 3. Invaluable information pertaining to the murder of 
President Kennedy has been locked away somewhere and 
cannot be revealed until the year 2039, 75 years from 
now. I can assure you that in my own circle of friends, 
this is a "real bugaboo”.

Question. Who, in 75 years, will care as much as we the people 
who are living now? More to the point, what,in 75 
years, will anyone be able to do about it?
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Thia As a haunting mystery. If there was anyone in power who 
cared enough for the truth, this material would be de-classlfled. 
And what wbuld it prove, Mr.Bates? Would it prove, perhaps, how 
far away from the facts the Warren Oommission strayed to riach 
its conclusions?

I think Americans want to know for sure! and to their full 
satisfaction what the truth is behind these murders. I 
seriously doubt that many people are either sure or satisfied 
with the results of that Oommission. Not when so much is 
pointed out which contradicts it. Not when so little is 
done to fully Investigate every possible angle and that 
includes assisting and co-operating with the district 
attorney from New Orleans.

Mr.Bates, on the basis of what I have said, I firmly believe 
that the same people behind the murder of President Kennedy 
also conspired to do away with his brother. I believe that 
those conspirators were afraid that If Robert Kennedy became 
president, he would then be in a poslltion to either publicly 
or prdvately Investigate every facet of his brother’s death. 
I believe that someone or some persons fed poison into the 
mind of Sirhan Sirhan about Kennedy’s stand on our commitment 
to Israel, Eugene McCarthy also stressed our commitment to 
Israel as have other politicians. But Robert Kennedy was 
singled out. One reason for Sirhan to kill Kennedy and one 
reason for someone else to have Kennedy killed.

Mr. Bates, all I am Is a concerned and worried citizen. There 
is nothing I want more than to believe in the integrity and 
honesty of my government but In the past five years there 
have been serious accusations made against it by dissenters 
of the Warren Commission.
I think It has cast a dark shadow over the entire country. 
I think the onlv way to lift this shadow is for someone or 
some peonle to aid MF. Garrison. If his claims are indeed 
valid, It will only mean that the American people will finally 
have the satisfaction of seeing evil men punished. The government 
owes this to the American people. We put the men there who make 
up our government. We are not their slaves and this is not 
1980, the year of Big Brother!
If Mr. Garrison’s claims are nonsense and are found to be so, 
In a court of law, then only Mr. Garrison will to look the part 
of a fool.

Until Mark Lane’s telling Questions are explained and answered 
to the satisfaction of all and until the evidence of Jim 
Garrison Is presented and either proved or disproved In a 
court of law beyond a shadow of a doubt, then I am afraid, 
Mr. Bates, that we are in for more bloodshed. I cannot see 
how this can be avoided. If there is, in fact, a conspiracy, 
Mr.Bates, will there have to be another assassination to prove 
it? There will be other men who will represent everything 
the Kennedys stood for. Are ’’they” going to kill them all? 
Can’t we find out now, for certain, in a court of law?
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I find it hard to believe that out of all the men who make 
up the power etruoture in Washington, there is not one who 
disagrees with the findings of the Warren Commission* I 
find it hard to believe that there is not one man in power 
who will dig and dig for the truth about these murders and 
present this truth to Americans and to the world.
Do you know of such a one, Mr.Bates, who would be willing to 
go all out?

The truth, no matter how shattering It may be, Is always 
ultimately accepted. It becomes easy to live with truth 
once it is accepted but first it must be known* for certain* 
However, it is very difficult to live with uncertainty and 
wonder and speculation. Living under these conditions makes 
people tense, uneasy and frustrated. It makes them speculate 
wildly and perhaps dangerously. It shakes their trust* 
Nobody likes to be deceived.

Mr.Bates, almost five years have passed since P resident 
Kennedy’s death and still and more vehemently the contradictions 
of the conclusions of that death still persist and now, with 
the death of his brother, I believe more and more people are 
completely dissatisfied with what has been done to offset 
those contradictions. Namely nothing* “Conspiracy** is 
being tossed around more and more and who can blame anyone 
for being suspicious?

Mr. Bates, I Implore you, as an American citizen and as a 
man in power, if there is anything, anything you can do 
to allay the fears and worries of many people concerning the 
Kennedy murders, please do it. If there are people in 
Washington or anywhere else that you know have the power to 
fully Investigate these two murders honestly and with the 
objective of bringing the whole truth to light, I beg you to 
Intervene.

I say the murders of John and Robert Kennedy are linked.
I say the same forces behind the first murder were behind the last. 
And, I say desperately, that too much time has already passed by. 

Obviously, there are many, many contradictions to the Warren 
Report which I have not stated. It took many books to do that 
and you pnobably know them all. I don’t know if you do or not.

Mr.Bates, Mark Lane made a statement on, Tuesday June 4, that
' Robert Kennedy had in some way been in touch with the office 
i of Jim Garrison. According to Mr. Lane, Mr.Kennedy also 
I believed his brother’s death to be the work of conspirators.

'Six hours after Mark Lane made this public, Robert Kennedy 
was shot.
This is what prompts me to believe that his death was the 
result of someone being afraid that he might re-lnvestlgate 
the findings of the Warden Commission or perhaps’ In some way 
help Jim Garrison which, In turn, would result in the truth. 
These are thoughts which run through my head and which I can’t 
get rid of. I doubt that I’m the only one. It just isn’t fair 

notion in doubt.
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Please, Mr, Bates, for the security and well-being of the 
American people, let us search and seize the truth in every 
hidden nook and cranny* Let us do everything we can to 
re-instate in the American people a feeling of trust and 
confidence in our government. For without this trust and 
confidence, Mr. Bates, there cannot be security and nothing 
lasts long that is not secured tightly. I am convinced that 
a complete and honest re-assessment of th# first Kennedy 
murder and the recent one, would help instill this in the 
American people.

After this letter, Mr.Bates, there is little else I can do. 
You are in a far better position than I. Now what can you do?

Sincerely,

Mrs.Lenora Salvucci 
31 Richard Street 
Lynn, Massachusetts 01905



(Congress of tfje tHniteb Stated
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS

The Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C.



Federal BureaWf Investigation 
To

□ The Solicitor General JllHC 13, 1968
Q Deputy Attorney General
| | Assistant Attorney General

[H Director, Bureau of Prisons
I" I The Pardon Attorney
I | Chairman, Parole Board
I | Assistant Attorney General for Administration 7
I I Immigration and Naturalization Service
I | Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs
1 | Office of Alien Property
r ] Chief - Accounts Branch
f | Chief - Administrative Services Office
Q Chief of Personnel
| | General Litigation Section, Civil Division
[ ] Records Administration Office

Att.: I I Antitrust Div. | | Civil Div. | | Civil Rights Div.
| | Criminal Div. | [ Internal Security Div.
| | Inter-Division Information Unit

| | A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific
request from you.

| | B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter.

[ | C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 
holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa.

fX, D. For your information.

| | E. Please note change in caption of this case.

John Edgar Hoover 
Director

cc: lx I Attorney General Q Deputy Attorney General
| | Antitrust Div* 
|X~| Criminal Div.

□ Civil Div. □ Civil Rights Div.
| | Internal Security Div. | | IDIU

Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmitted)?orm 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.) V



In Reply, Please Refer'to 
File No.

UNIlft STATES DEPARTMENT OF jJIlCE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

June 13, 1968

ASSASSINATION OF
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA u /^^^

Interviews with witnesses into the shooting of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy continue, as well as interviews 
with associates and former employers of the accused assail­
ant Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, Approximately 207 employees of 
the Ambassador Hotel have been interviewed to date.

Roosevelt Grier, professional football player 
who was present at Senator Kennedy’s speech in the 
Ambassador Hotel at Los Angeles, California, during the 
night of June 4, 1968, related to FBI Agents how he, with 
the assistance of hotel employees and Rafer Johnson, Olympic 
champion, disarmed Sirhan after the shooting. Another 
individual, Louis Shelby, a restaurant owner where Adel Sirhan 
had been employed, described the assailant as an extremely 
frustrated individual and one who was convinced the United 
States was involved in the furtherance of Zionist goals.

Chief Deputy District Attorney, Los Angeles County 
Lynn Compton, has advised our Los Angeles Office that a review 
of investigation conducted by the investigative staff of the 
District Attorney’s office and the Los Angeles Police Depart­
ment fails to indicate that there is any evidence to support 
Sirhan was associated with anyone else or conspired with any 
other person in the assassination of Senator Kennedy.

With respect to the prosecution of Sirhan, it has 
been reported that Mr. Wilbur Littlefield, Chief Trial Deputy 
in the Office of the Public Defender, has been named to 
represent Sirhan. The news media indicates Sirhan reportedly 
desires two private attorneys to defend him but alleged he 
has stated he could not afford to retain private counsel.
Littlefield was placed in charge xil 
of the Los Angeles Bar Associatidiu

JAN 221969
BY
On FEB 7 I960' R.A.O.
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$JP:lg:bmp 
DI 166-12G-1

; Mrs^Vera Raymond 
, MAC Penney!vania

Kansas City, Missouri 66111

\ Dwer Mrs. Raymond: " .

OCT'*’968

. ' * preaiden t johnson has referred to thia Depertaent 
yonrcorrespondeaee of Jone 6, 1969, eoblMtng a check 
/or .#2»0d £9r tho defense of Sishan girhan. X apologies 
lariy delay. la wsspbhdlbg* .

Im imra jrea w BBganttti that It la not ' \ ' 
possible for PresideBt Jaboaoa personally to answer 
^ the correspondence be receives.. The President

. She rules with respeet to pre-trial publicity 
«’ pi^Clild# fBrt^ cosment, bat you may be aure tbat all 

investigative aspects bare beep ud ara being tally 
yarattd. '

• ' : • Metl . wUMr Rhe White Hoose nor thia Bepart- ;
want bee faeilitieswith which to dispose of the

' cheek, I aa tetarning It to-yes. herewith*

' / 'IlMawlyj;

BY IJ B
STKmm ^(WI2 ,1968 

Assistant Attaway Seaaral—_
Civil Rights division

ccs Records 
. Chrono

, ■ Pollak ' ‘ ■
Correa. Unit 

■ Western Section BEgicis®^3 ^^* j



THE-WHITE HOU=>^ 
WASHINGTON

K.-sp.dtmly referred to the 

apartment of

• appropriate reply-

Assistant to 
the president



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON

June 12, 1968

Respectfully referred to the

Department of Justice for

appropriate reply.

Whitney Shoemaker
Assistant to 
the President
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INpO L 03/H 02/CIAE 00/INR 07/NSAE 00/RSC 01/SY 03/SCS 04/SCA 02/
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FM AMEmBASSY SINGAPORE
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2106

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SINGAPORE 2210

SUgJi KENNEDY ASSASSINATION

1* FOLLOWING IS REPORT AS BEING CONCEIVABLY 
OF INTEREST IN CONNECTION KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 
INVESTIGATION. ON JUNE 8 US CITIZEN JOHN A. SWEDE 
(Passports 248994) called on embassy duty officer 
TO REPORT CONVERSATION MAY 17/ 1968 WITH 
WALTER AT AMBASSADOR HOTEL BAGDAD. DURING DINNER 
HOTEL WAITER APPROACHED SWEDE AND WIFE TO ASK IF 
thfy had heard senator Robert Kennedy had been shot. 
IN SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION WAITER ASSERTED HE HAD 
POSITIVELY HEARD KENNEDY SHOT IN HEAD BUT NOT YET 
DEaP* SAID HE HAD HEARD REPORT ON SPECIAL GOVERNMENT 
RADIO BROADCAST THAT DAY.

2. SWEDE INDICATED HE HAD NO REASON BELIEVE THIS 
PReMEATURE REPORT HAD ANY CONNECTION WITH SUBSEQUENT
TRAGEDY but worth MENTIONING TO US AUTHORITIES IF
REPORT OF ANY INTEREST HE CAN BE CONTACTED IN LOS 
ANGELES AFTER HIS RETURN ABOUT JUNE 20. ADDRESS GIVEN 
AT 1631 CAMDEN AVENUE/ LOS ANGELES 90025/ TELEPHONE
4771989* ALTERNATIVELY HAY BE REACHED AT PARENTS’
home 12751 MARLBORO 
TELEPHONE 4720972.

STREET/ ANGELES/ 90049/

JUN 11 1968 t°t

i;ao.

GALBRAITH

limited official USE
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SUqJi KENNEDY ASSASSINATION

1• FOLLOWING IS REPORT AS BEING CONCEIVABLY 
OF INTEREST IN CONNECTION KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 
INVESTIGATION* ON JUNE 8 US CITIZEN JOHN A. SWEDE 
lPassport f 248994) called on embassy duty officer 
TO REPORT CONVERSATION MAY 17/ 1968 WITH 
WALTER AT AMBASSADOR HOTEL BAGDAD, DURING DINNER 
HOfEL WAITER APPROACHED SWEDE AND WIFE TO ASK IF . 
THfY HAD HEARD SENATOR ROBERT KENNEDY HAD BEEN SHOT­
IN SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION WAITER ASSERTED HE HaD 
POSITIVELY HEARD KENNEDY SHOT IN HEAD BUT NOT Y£1 
DEAD* SAID HE HAD HEARD REPORT ON SPECIAL GOVERNMENT 
radio broadcast that DAY.

2. SWEDE INDICATED HE HAD NO REASON BELIEVE THIS 
PRfMEATURE REPORT HAD any CONNECTION WITH SUBSEQUENT 
tragedy but worth mentioning to us authorities, if 
REPORT OF ANY INTEREST HE CAN BE CONTACTED IN LOS 
ANGELES AFTER HIS RETURN ABOUT JUNE 20. ADDRESS GIVEN 
AT 1631 CAMDEN AVENUE/ LOS ANGELES 90025/ TELEPHONE 
4771989. ALTERNATIVELY MAY BE REACHED AT PARENTS’ 
HOME 12751 MARLBORO STREET# LUS ANGELES/ 90049/ 
TELEPHONE'4720972/

GALBRAITH

ulMlTED official USE
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SUqJi KENNEDY ASSASSINATION

I* FOLLOWING IS REPORT AS BEING CONCEIVABLY 
OF INTEREST IN CONNECTION KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 
INVESTIGATION. ON JUNE 8 US CITIZEN JOHN A. SWEDE 
(PaSSPORT'F 248994) CALLED ON EMBASSY DUTY OFFICER 
TO REPORT CONVERSATION MAY 17, 1968 WITH 
WALTER AT AMBASSADOR HOTEL BAGDAD. DURING DINNER 
HOTEL WAITER APPROACHED SWEDE AND WIFE TO ASK IF. 
THuY Had HEARD SENATOR ROBERT KENNEDY HAD BEEN SHOT. 
IN SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION WAITER ASSERTED HE HAD 
POSITIVELY HEARD KENNEDY SHOT IN HEAD BUT NOT YET 
DEaD* SAID HE HAD HEARD REPORT ON SPECIAL GOVERNMENT 
radio broadcast THAT DAY.

2. SWEDE INDICATED HE HAD NO REASON BELIEVE THIS 
PReMEATURE report had any CONNECTION WITH SUBSEQUENT 
TRAGEDY BUT WORTH MENTIONING TO US AUTHORITIES. IF 
REPORT OF ANY INTEREST HE CAN BE CONTACTED IN LOS 
ANGELES AFTER HIS RETURN ABOUT JUNE 20. ADDRESS GIVEN 
AT 1631 CAMDEN AVENUE/ LOS ANGELES 90025/ TELEPHONE 
4771989. ALTERNATIVELY HAY BE REACHED AT PARENTS* 
HOME 12751 MARLBORO STREET/ LOS ANGELES, 90049, 
TELEPHONE "4720972*
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