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* HALL OF JUSTICE JAIL —LOS ANGELES, CALIF.

Persons corresponding with prisoners are request
ed to observe the following rules:

Return address of sender must be shown on the 
outside of the envelope. In addressing the envelope, 
write plainly. Use prisoner’s complete NAME & 
SERIAL NUMBER. Address to P.O. Box 54320, 
Terminal Annex, Los Angeles, California 90054. 
Prisoner’s serial number should be included to insure 
delivery as we often have prisoner’s with similar 
names.

DO NOT SEND MONEY, as sender is liable for 
all losses sustained where currency is sent in letters. 
USE POST OFFICE MONEY ORDER, made payable 
to inmate, for whom it is intended and addressed to 
inmate, care of Los Angeles County Jail.

DO NOT SEND food, fruit, candy, tobacco, etc., 
as these may be purchased from Jail Store.

All clothing or other articles intended for prisoners 
MUST be delivered to the Jail PERSONALLY, and 
must be passed on either by Deputy Jailer or Officer in 
charge of Visiting Screen. Do not send by Mail or 
Express.

DO NOT SEND printed matter, cut-outs, clip
pings or stationery in letters. Prisoners are not permit
ted to subscribe to or receive, newspapers, magazines, 
or periodicals by mail. These may be secured within 
the Jail.

RAZOR BLADES. Double edged ONLY are per
mitted.

Male prisoners are permitted only the following 
CIVILIAN CLOTHING:
2 Suits Underwear —4 Pairs Socks —4 Handkerchiefs

No other civilian clothing or any exchange of 
clothing is allowed without permission of Lieutenant 
on duty.

AH visitors must have positive personal identifi
cation i.e., Driver’s License, etc.

VISITING HOURS: Daily 10:00 AM to 2:30 
PM, including Sat., Sun., and Holidays. 
No one under 18 yrs. allowed to visit.

Each prisoner is RESTRICTED TO TWO VISITS 
PER WEEK.

PETER J. PITCHESS, SHERIFF

76J159 - SH-J-29S- Cdb4-68



CARCEL DEL CONDADO DE L. A„ CAL.
Se ruega a las personas que tengan correspondencia con 
los presos.

Ensene el NOMBRE DEL REMITENTE en el 
exterior del sobre. Escriba en letra de molde el 
NOMBRE DEL PRESO y el NUMERO ASIGNADO 
claramente. ESTE NUMERO es muy ESENCIAL pues 
tenemos prisioneros con nombres identicos, Dirija 
sus cartas a P.O. Box 54320, Terminal Annex, Los 
Angeles, California 90054.

NO MANDE DINERO EL EFECTIVO, pues el re- 
mitente es responsable en caso de perdida de dinero inclu- 
so en cartas. USESE GIRO POSTAL pagable al preso 
y dirigido al mismo preso a cargo de la Carcel del Con- 
dado de Los Angeles.

Cuando se envie DINERO EN EFECTIVO en carta, 
el REMITENTE sera quien sufra cualquier perdida ocas- 
sionada.

NO MANDE comida, fruta, dulces, tabaco, etc., estos 
articulos se pueden comprar en la carcel.

TODA ROPA Y OTROS ARTICULOS destinados a 
presos, DEBERAN ENTREGARSE en el despacho de la 
carcel, personalmente, y tienen que ser pasados, ya sea por 
el carcelero diputado, el oficial encargado, de la sala de 
visita. No los mande por correo o express.

NO MANDEN impresos, recortes de dibujos o re- 
tratos, recortes de periodicos o efectos de escritorio en 
cartas.

NO SE PERMITE que los presos se SUBSCRIBAN 
o RECIBAN periodicos, impresos o magazines, por cor- 
reto. Estos pueden conseguirse en la carcel.

Unicamente se permiten ojas; cuchillas de razurar de 
dos filos.

A los presos (varones) UNICAMENTE se les per- 
mitira la siguiente ropa de paisano:—

4 panuelos, 4 pares de calcetines, 2 juegos de ropa 
interior.

Ninguna otra ropa de paisano, ni cambio de ropa 
sera permitida sin permiso del Teniente encargado.

A los presos no se les permitira mandar lavar su ropa 
fuera de la carcel.

HORAS DE VISITAS
Dias De CEMANA: 10:00 AM a 2:30 PM Inclu- 

yendo SABODOS, DOMINCOS Y DIAS FESTIVOS. 
No se les permite a Los Menores de 18 Anos Visitar.

CADA PRESO QUEDA LIMITADO a recibir uni
camente DOS VISITAS SEMANARIAMENTE.

PETER J. PITCHESS, SHERIFF
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Form No. AD-71A
(Rev.. 2-28-61)

NOTICE

PLEASE
DO NOT REMOVE THIS SLIP FROM 
THE ATTACHED CORRESPONDENCE 
SINCE IT IS A PERMANENT PART OF 
THE RECORD.

RECORDS 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
To

| | The Solicitor General
| | Deputy Attorney General
| |, Assistant Attorney General *

| | Director, Bureau of Prisons
| |* The Pardon Attorney ,
| | Chairman, Parole Board
| | Assistant Attorney General for Administration
| | Immigration and Naturalization Service
| | Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs
I | Office of Alien Property
| | Chief - Accounts Branch
| | Chief - Administrative Services Office
| | Chief of Personnel
| | General Litigation Section, Civil Division
E Records Administration Office

Att.: i I Antitrust Div. | | Civil Div. | | Civil Rights Div.
[y~l Criminal Div. | | Internal Security Div.
I | Inter-Division Information Unit

I | A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific 
request from you.

I | B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter.

I | C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 
holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa.

I X| D. For your information.

I I E. Please note change in caption of this case.

John Edgar Hoover 
Director

cc: | | Attorney General | | Deputy Attorney General
| | Antitrust Div. 
| | Criminal Div.

| | Civil Div. | | Civil Rights Div.
| | Internal Security Div. | | IDIU

Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Washington, D.C. 20535
RECEIVED

F. ELWOOD DAVIS JUL 1 9 1968

furnish

A confidential source, who is in a paev^oN 

reliable information, recently advised that Karl
F. Jorss, Jr., President A. F. Jorss, Incorporated, Iron 
Works, 300 South 10th Street, Arlington, Virginia, home 
address 5401 Audubon Road, Bethesda, Maryland, made the 
following statement:

"A well-known attorney of the Department 
of Justice related at a cocktail party 
last week that Bobby Kennedy*s assassin 
was inspired by a high Government official.”

On June 25, 1968, Mr. Karl F. Jorss, Jr., advised 
he attended a dinner party Friday, June 7, 1968, at the 
residence of Mr. Armiger L. Jagoe, 3700 Kanawha Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. He identified Mr. Jagoe as President, 
Corporation Insurance Management, 4000 Brandywine Street, 
N.W., Washington, D.C.

After the dinner, there was general discussion of 
the assassination of Senator Robert Kennedy which had just 
taken place.

Mr. Elwood Davis, Attorney with office at 800 
17th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., was present at the dinner 
but left immediately after eating. During the aftej>44nner_. 
dlactissidn, another guest, identity not recalled, Quoted Mr. ' 

z^yls_a»-^avlng commented during dinner that he, DaVls,thought 
HSe^assassinatlon of Senator Robert Kennedy “was inspired s 

by a high government official.” This guest did not explain , ^' 
the context in which Mr. Davis made this statement or endear 
to interpret his meaning. /&£ /



F. ELWOOD DAVIS

Mr. Jorss had been at another table during dinner 
and did not personally hear Mr. Davis* comment.

<— • -———:— --------- -—>• ■ -

On July 9, 1968, F. Elwood Davis residing 1201 
California Avenue, N.W., an attorney with offices at 800 
17th Street, N.W., and past President of the Washington 
Board of Trade, Washington, D.C., furnished the following 
information:

Mr. Davis attended the above mentioned dinner 
party and left immediately after eating. He does not 
recall entering or overhearing any conversation during the 
dinner party relating to the assassination of Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy. Mr. Davis added he had never considered, 
stated or heard that Senator Kennedy's assassin was inspired 
by a high Government official.

i





Typed: 7/29/68
FMV:JNC:sth 
166-12C-1

•July 3o, 1963

Mr. William Corneliu* Mall 
President and Chief Scientist /
Chemtree Laboratories, Chentrae Corporation ' By

! •
Central Volley, Mew York

Dear Mr. Hall:
/ ^ AUG

6“ ^63'

The Vice President has referred your letter of June 12 
I960 to ne.

write

Records

We share your concern about tbs violence which exists 
today in the United States. The federal government is doing all 
it can to find answers to the complex questions such as those 
posed in your letter, and to ensure the safety of all it* citizens

Thank you for your interest and for taking the time to

Sincerely,

no M. VIMB08, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General

Ruff
Petersen
Vinson
John E. Rielly, White House

r



TO P - Mr. s

. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

ACTION SLIP 
WHITE HOUSE RETERRAL

CONTROL NO.w
S/S 9918

DATE 7/12/68

SUBJECTRef to g fm VRRIELLY dtd 7/11 re 6/21 Itr fm Wm. Cornelius HALL 
to VP re assasination of selected U. S. public figures.

____Prepare a Read to ____________ 
memo enclosing or containing: JUL ? 11968

Draft reply for President's 1. 1
signature. ORGANIZE) CRIM_______

Draft reply for signature ^CKETEEIING SE^ift^ise

i. House referrals 
red within k8,h

NOTES

Direct reply:

Memo for use as enclosure to reply 
by White House.

Comment or recommendation

cannot be met, inform S/S 
immediately at extension given 
below.

2

XXXX_Furnish information copy under 
cover of a Read to Rielly 
memo, 

Comeback copy requi

Direct replies to White House mail 
must be signed at the Assistant or 
Acting Assistant Secretary level.

for S/S

3 Unless otherwise noted, direct 
replies, depending upon the addressee 
of the Incoming letter, must begin: 
"The President has asked me to
reply" or "Mr 
me to reply','

has asked

r of

FYI

reply, if any, un 
a Read to

Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling;

Furnish information copy of
4

'TJICM R 
II

Refer to White House request of 
‘ Mr

Basic correspondence should be 
returned when draft reply, 
memorandum or comment or comeback 
copy for the White House is 
requested.

ie in S/S by July 17

I*

COPIES TO:

f’"

Slid

NAL D
Organiz^Crin i and Rac^teeyn^Sectiort

m. (FDonohue x7552 
Secretfariat Staff



P. 9918

MEMORANDUM

TO: Mr. Benjamin H. Read
Executive Secretary 

^Department of State

FROM\\v'John E. Rie Uy

Enclosedjis correspondence received in the office 
of the Vice President. I would appreciate it if you 
would have the appropriate office reply reply to 
these and mention that the Vice President has for
warded the inquiry on for your consideration.

Please return the incoming correspondence to
gether with a copy of your reply for our records.

Thank you.



' CHEMTREE LABORATORIES D CHEMTREE CORPORATION

CHEMTREE i ]

1 £ CENTRAL VALLEY, NEW YORK 10917 

AREA CODE 914-928-2293
v.

June 12, IM'dC^/^ 0)

Vice President Huhert H. Humphrey ’
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Vice President Humphrey:

Is it true that deep in the hills of Castro's Cuba, a cult of chaos creators 
exists, dedicated to the assasination of selected U.S. public figures, those whose 
death by violence will fan the flames,epsetting many and bringing about more 
violence? .

Is three a plot, managed by skilled pros, who seek out sick stooges as tools to 
do their dirty deeds? Was Oswald a manipulated stooge and was he himself assasinated 
so that he would not talk? Is Sirhan another stooge? Was Martin Luther King slain by 
a third stooge? Are these people so cleverly manipulated that they are themselves 
unaware of being but the hand on the gun? All these are questions that run through 
the minds of those who have never been satisfied that Oswald was totally a loner.

The confirmed visits of. both Oswald and Galt to Mexico where contact with Castro 
agents would be easy and of Galt to New Orleans appear suspicious. Has Sirhan visited 
Mexico recently? Has he been to New Orleans? Who has he seen in these past few 
months since he became unemployed? . ’ '

If these acts have all been plots, did the same people manage all three plots. Is 
their base of operations in Cuba? Is it a subsidized project of the Castro government?

All these and many other questions need be answered. Sirhan's life must be 
protected. His contacts must be searched out. With due respect for the rights of the 
individual, this man who was seen by many in the. execution of his act, must be 
interrogated and led to disclose others who aided, supervised or manipulated him. If 
these three tragedies are linked it is urgent that those responsible be uncovered, 
caught and punished before they move on to their next targets.

Sincerely,

CHEMTREE CORPORATION

Wm. Cornelius Hall 
President & Chief Scientist

WCH/fs



CHEMTREE LABORATORIES □ CHEMTREE CORPORATION
CENTRAL VALLEY, NEW YORK 10917

us. POSTAGE

Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey 
The Capitol 
Washington, D.C.

1/
/

I



July 1 1 196?
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

FMV:MTE:ag 
166-120-1

Fred M. Finson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division

Assassination of
Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
2££JJ9®J*£jl^^^

Ihlt la in response to your July 5, 1968 aMHsarantan 
to the Attorney General concerning the above natter.

The lafonuntioa forwarded la ay ^* 5» ^5® eseo- 
randua, as wall as the May 30, 1967 statwaents attributed to 
Jases 1. Boffa by MnH Such Bole should be fully explored as 
a pert of the full investigation requested la Mr. Bolish's 
MAoraadtMt of JUm 5, 1968. We would have no objection to your 
conducting the interview referred to in your Maanata of 
JUly 5 as a part of your inquiry Into these aspects of the esse.

Mr. Stephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division



Joly 11, 1968Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General

Direetor,FBX

ASSASSINATION OF

Attached for you, Assistant Attorney General 
Stephen J. Pollak, Civil Mights Division, ant Special 
Assistant to the Attorney General Millian s. hynchis 
one copy each of the report of Special Agent Anodee 0. 
Bichards, Jr., date# July 1, 1968, at lee Angelas, 
California, concerning captioned natter,

. Iniomtlea contained in this report m wU 
as that in reports furnished ye# on June 17 and toe 81, 
IMS, eenplotos, for the met part, car investigation 
into the Major aspects of this ease. Vo are* of course, 
centinuing dur inquiries into this setter and results 
will to furnished you in report fan.

. la accordance with the topartaeat ^r roqinnrt of
Aim 17, IMS, copies of thia report are Ming furnished 
district Attorney Welle J. Younger at toe Angelos, 
California, the is handling the prosecution of this case.. 
Llkevise, a copy iM Wing furnished the Baited States 
-Attorney at tod Angelos, California. -

Enclosure ' -

Mr. Staohon Pollak ■ '
Assistant Attorney General (Bnelosure)

1 * Millian S. Wash 
Special Assistant to the Attorney General (Mtoto)



. ■ ^: 1: 1963
Directorj Federal Bureau of Tavc- g^ 7-10-68

KWiMTEsag 
166-1201

Fred M. Vinson, Jr. ?
Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division •

■ . XI
Assassination of
Senator Robert F. Kennedy
Loe Angeles, California

Phis is in response to your July 5. I960 memorandum 
to the Attorney General concerning the above natter.

The infomaticu. forwarded in ay June ^ I960 hmmio- 
random, m well as the May 30, 1967 st at events attributed to 
James R guff a by j-dword Hugh Pole should he fully explored as 
a part of the full invent! fat ion requested in Mr. Follsk’a 
ffieaarandwn of June 5, I960* Wo would have no objection to your 
conducting the interviews referred to in your HOCK*randuK of 
July 5 ae a part of your inquiry into these aspects of the case.

Records 
Chrono 
Mr. Epstein 
Mr. lynch 
Mr. Vinson 
Mr. Pollak-i'Jz^i7

BW BY f- ' ■ ' 
0Om<tJNIOAWi' -. -

JUL 11 1968 W
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The Attorney General July 5, 1968

Director* FBI

ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
DOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Reference la made to a letter dated June 6, 1968* 
from Assistant Attorney General Fred M. Vinson* Jr,* 
captioned "Attempted Assassination of Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy,” Department file FHV:MTE:ag. This concerns infox
mat ion furnished by Judge William Hawk Daniels of Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana* that Don George requested a tape of a television 
interview of Judge Daniels which contained remarks attributable 
to Edward Grady Partin that James R. Hoffa had once plotted to 
kill then Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy.

Additional information has been received concerning 
an alleged plot by James R. Hoffa to kill Robert F. Kennedy. 
One Edward Hugh Pole* presently incarcerated at Colorado on 
local charges* advised that while at the Federal Penitentiary, 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania* around Memorial Day, 1967* he heard 
Hoffa say at the dinner table, ”1 have a 'contract* out on 
Kennedy and if he ever gets in the primaries or ever gets 
elected, the 'contract* will be fulfilled within six months." 
Thus far we have not located anyone else who beard this remark. 
Penitentiary officials advised that Hoffa's regular dinner 
companions are Samuel Desist* a narcotics violator* and 
Anthony Provenzano* a former teamsters' official who was 
convicted of antiracketeerlag. Neither Desist nor Provenzano 
has been interviewed in this regard.

Investigation thus far has uncovered no evidence 
of an association between Sirhan Sirhan and James R. Hoffa.

Since James R. Hoffa is presently appealing his 
Federal convictions and is represented by counsel, it is 
requested that this Bureau be advised whether an attempt 
should be made to interview Hoffa concerning the allegation



The Attorney (tenoral

of a plot to assaM&nate Senator Kennedy. Similarly, you 
are requested to advise whether an attempt should be made 
to interview Xdvard Grady Partin, Don George, or any of 
Bolfa*s close associates at Lewisburg Penitentiary such 
as Saauel Desist and Anthony Prowenaano.

1 - The Deputy Attorney General

1 - Mr, Prod M. Vinson, Jr.
Assistant Attorney General

Mr. Stephen Pollak
z Assistant Attorney General

1 - Mr. Wllliaa S. lynch
Special Assistant to the Attorney General



0-6 (Rev. 4-17-68) \

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
To

| | The Solicitor General
| | Deputy Attorney General
| | Assistant Attorney General

| I Director, Bureau of Prisons
| | The Pardon Attorney
| | Chairman, Parole Board
| | Assistant Attorney General for Administration
| | Immigration and Naturalization Service
| | Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs
| | Office of Alien Property
| | Chief - Accounts Branch
| | Chief - Administrative Services Office
| | Chief of Personnel
| | General Litigation Section, Civil Division
lx] Records Administration Office

Att.: i I Antitrust Div. | | Civil Div. [g Civil Rights Div.
[ | Criminal Div. | | Internal Security Div.
| | Inter-Division Information Unit

| | A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific 
request from you.

| | B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter.

I | C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 
holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa.

|X I D. For your information.

| | E. Please note change in caption of this case.

____________ RE;___ASSASSINATION OF___________________
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
John Edgar Hoover

Director

cc: | | Attorney General | | Deputy Attorney General
| | Antitrust Div. | |Civil Div. | | Civil Rights Div.
| | Criminal Div. | | Internal Security Div. | | IDIU

Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION J

202 U.S. Court House
El Paso, Texas 79901 

July 5, 1968 ___ .
[T J I ” I

( H D S
CRISPIN CURIEL GONZALEZ, * ^v gg
Also Known As i
Alejandro Zaldovosqui Zamora

On July 1, 1968, Lic0 Norberto Salinas Navarette, 
Federal District Attorney, Juarez, Mexico, advised that 
Curiel had been found to be psychotic and on receipt of 
specific instructions from Mexico City, Curiel had been 
interned at the General Hospital for the Insane, Juarez, 
Mexico. Salinas noted he had made a recommendation that 
Curiel be sent to another institution more adequately 
equipped to handle juveniles, and he was advised that 
any decision in this regard would necessarily have to 
be made by the administrator of the hospital.

Salinas recalled that Curiel, on realizing what 
he had done by attracting so much attention to himself, 
openly admitted the entire story was a hoax, and he readily 
criticized newspaper reporters, administration officials, 
and police officers for being so gullible as to believe 
this fantastic story.

On July 5, 1968, Salinas advised that Curiel, 
while in solitary confinement at the General Hospital 
for the Insane, had put together a rope from the 
mattress material located in his room and he hung 
himself. He was discovered dead at approximately 7:45 p.m.
on the evening of July 
hospi tai.

4, 1968, by an attendant of the

1*

document contains
of tAe FSi. 
your agency

the
it and its contents are n

rty ox the
neither recoraiae c£atio 

FBI si 
t to be distribute^

- - - - - - - - - - ^°- I



The Attorney General

Director, FBI

ASSASSINATION OF 
88MATOK RCBKRT F. KKMKKDT 
LOB AMGRXBS, CALIFORNIA

Joly 3, 1968

BY _
onFEB 7 I MB

Vincent Thoens DePierro, & uniter at the 
Anbassadcr Betel, previously advised Special Agents of 
the FBI and off leer* of the fees Angeles Police depart-* 
neat that he had observed Sirhaa Bisbara Sirhan shoot 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy on June 5, 1968, and just 
prior thereto had noted Sirhan engaged in a converse-* 
ties with an attractive white fenale attired in a polka 
dot dress. Oar Loo Angeles Office has now advised that 
DePlerro was afforded a polygraph oraainatiea by Los 
Angeles, California, authorities on July 1, 1968, fellow-* 
ing which be admitted the infcrwatiw concerning the fowls 
in the polka dot dress was entirely false. DePlerro told 
local authorities he lied solely to unto his story were 
interesting to the news nedia and police authorities.

Local authorities have advised cur Los Angelos 
Office that DePlerro testified before a local Grand Jury 
identifying Sirhan as the assailant and consented on the 
fact that he had observed a ioale in a polka det dross 
talking to Sirhan. In view of his current adateoieas as 
to the fraudulent nature of a portion of his testlMsiy, 
local authorities now indicate his value as a witness 
concerning the actual shooting has now been destroyed.

Fur your additional infornatiea, cur Los Angeles 
Office reports that defense attorneys for Sirhan haw 
engaged ew Michael A. McCown, a fomer les Angolas 
police officer, as an investigator for the defense. 
According to inforwtlwn furnished by the les Angelos 
Police Doper Went, tdwt resigned tHu the depart* 
neat in 1968 after having been arrested by pastel



Th* Attorney General

inspector* cm a nail theft charge. Be received » >a» 
baticnary sentence and remiss on probation at this 
tie*. Our files contain no additional isfornation 
concerning BeCovan. ■ .

Investigation into this natter is continuing.

The Deputy Attorney General

1 - Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General

1 - Mr. Stephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General

1 * ». Sillies 8. lynch 
Special Assistant to the Attorney General
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ViBcut ItaM BeMerro, a waiter at tta 
dataasador Betel* provicosly itvtat Special IfMte at 
tta MIX aad officer* of tatai dapeMs Beliee Desert* 
mt ttat ta tad Observed Sirtaa Mata* Sirtaa sheet 
Boaster Betart I. Beaaody ca tat B, IMS, ata last 
prior thereto tad wetod Sirtaa segaped la a ceewersa- 
tie* wits a* attractiw white fetal* attired la a ta*** 
det drees, tar Ms AtplM Office taw aw advised ttat 
Better** was afforded a taimik eraaimtiea By Ms 
ta»Mt Califcraia, aattaritita ta My 1* Ita, felloe* 
la# tart te adaitted tta iafeetatita tatanta tta tomia 
la tta pel** tart dress was eatiroly false, Betterro told 
local astberitiee ta lied solely to seta Ms story aero 
iaterootias to tta sows staia ata ytita aether!ties.

Meal aottarities taw advised oar Ms itftM 
Offles that Betterro testified before a local Grata tary 
ideatifyias Sirtaa as tta assaMaat ata cseMMrtod ta th* 
fast ttat ta tad observed a fowls la a ydl» dot dross 
talkies ta Sirtaa. la taw of his oerreet adtaasieos as 
to tta irawMsat eater* st a partita of Ma testiaosy* 
tael astheritia* as* latitats Ms talas as a vitoa 
waMMMntaet the astoal shootias he* ass tarn destroyed.

Off is*-deports that defease attcraeyo tor Sirtaa beta
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teyMtON on a sail theft charge. Be received a yre- 
bationary sentence and resales on yrtiatlM at thia 
the. Gar files cantala no additional infcrnation 
ecaceraing McCown*

ImwtiflatMe into thio natter is coati wing.

I * The Deputy Attorney General

1 - Nr* Bred M* Vinces* Jr.
Assistant Attorney General

• MT* Stephen 4. Mid 
Assistant Attorney General

1 ~ Mr. Villlan 8. Kwh 
Special Assistant to the Attorney General
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
To

□ The Solicitor General July 2, 1968
[XX Deputy Attorney General
| "~| Assistant Attorney General

| | Director, Bureau of Prisons
I I The Pardon Attorney
| | Chairman, Parole Board
| | Assistant Attorney General for Administration
| | Immigration and Naturalization Service
| | Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs
| | Office of Alien Property
| | Chief - Accounts Branch
| | Chief - Administrative Services Office
| | Chief of Personnel
| ~'| General Litigation Section, Civil Division
| | Records Administration Office

Att.: i I Antitrust Div. | | Civil Div. | | Civil Rights Div.
I I Criminal Div. | | Internal Security Div.
| | Inter-Division Information Unit

| | A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific 
request from you.

| | B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter.

| | C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 
holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa.

|XX D. For your information.

| | E. Please note change in caption of this case.

xx Mr. William S. Lynch 
Special Assistant to the 

Attorney General
cc: [XX Attorney General | | Deputy Attorney General

| | Antitrust Div.
XX Criminal Div.

| | Civil Div.
| | Internal Security Div.

John Edgar Hoover 
Director

QCivil Rights Div. 
| | IDIU

Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)



STATES DEPARTMENT OF WSTICE

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

July 2, 1968

ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Press reports indicate that Grant B. Cooper, 
a Los Angeles,, California, attorney, will serve as an 
additional defense counsel for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, 
accused assassin of Senator Robert F. Kennedy. Martin
dale-Hubbell Law Directory reveals one Grant B. Cooper, 
born in 1903, was admitted to practice in 1927 and 
attended law school at Southwestern University in Los 
Angeles, California. For your information, there follows 
a brief summary of data in our files concerning Grant Cooper

In 1941 the chief investigator for the Jack Tenny 
Committee investigating communism in California advised that 
one Grant Cooper, then on the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s staff, and close to Mayor Fletcher Bowron, was 
married to a daughter of Mrs. Norton, Mayor Bowron’s secre
tary. Phyllis Norton Cooper, the wife, was reportedly a 
former close associate of Celeste Strack, a prominent 
Young Communist League leader in Southern California and 
formerly active in New York City.

News and other sources reported in 1949 that 
Mr. Cooper was the attorney for a bit actress, Lila Leeds, 
who was arrested along with Robert Mitchum and others on a 
narcotics charge. Reportedly Mr. Cooper had as one of his 
associates in his law firm the son of Los Angeles County 
Sheriff, Eugene W. Biscailuz.

Mr. Cooper represented one Samuel Jesse Berland 
in his appearance before the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities in April, 1956. Berland, according to our files,
was prominent in communist activities in the Los Angeles 
area for an extended period of time. '

cepartmentof justice

3 JAN 32 1969

_ _ _ RAC.



ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY

Grant Cooper was the attorney in 1957 for one 
Philip Watler, a business agent of a Local Teamster’s 
Union in California, in connection with a Grand Jury 
indictment for perjury.

In November, 1960, the Governor of California 
established a Special Committee on Insanity and Criminal 
Offenders to study insanity in relationship to law. Attor
ney Grant Cooper of Los Angeles, who reportedly defended 
Dr. Bernard Finch for wife murder, acted as chairman of one 
of the discussions of this committee.

In connection with an investigation of James Riddle 
Hoffa in 1961, a reliable source advised that he had contacted 
one Bill Bufalino, Teamster official in Detroit, Michigan, 
and was instructed to telephonically contact a Mrs. Williams 
at the Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles, and assist her. The 
source discovered that Mrs. Williams was in fact Viola Carbo, 
wife of Paul John (Frank) Carbo, then under prosecution for 
extortion and anti-racketeering in connection with the boxing 
racket. Mrs. Carbo requested the source to locate an attorney 
for her husband. Source took Mrs. Carbo to the home of 
Grant Cooper, at which time Cooper set his fee for representing 
Carbo at $50,000. Mrs. Carbo indicated that she would have to 
make the payment in cash rather than by check and Cooper 
advised that he was not interested in handling the case in 
that manner.

In June, 1962, it was reported that Grant B. Cooper 
was the -Southern Committee Vice Chairman Pro-Tern of the 
National Council on Crime and Delinquency. The announced 
purpose of the organization was to formulate a "crash” program 
to marshal the best know-how and experience in the State to 
bear on crime and delinquency.

Grant Cooper has represented numerous other individ
uals in the criminal element as well as one Chinese espionage 
subject who was under deportation proceedings in the Los 
Angeles area and is rated as a very prominent capable criminal 
trial lawyer according to news sources.

- 2 -
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Dire 
’’ ’ Federal Bureau ।

To 
| | The Solicitor General July 2 
| | Deputy Attorney General
pt4 Assistant Attorney General Stej 
| I Director, Bureau of Prisons 
I | The Pardon Attorney 
| | Chairman, Parole Board 
| | Assistant Attorney General for Administration
| | Immigration and Naturalization Service
[ | Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs 
| | Office of Alien Property 
| | Chief - Accounts Branch 
| | Chief - Administrative Services Office 
| | Chief of Personnel
| | General Litigation Section, Civil Division
| | Records Administration Office

Att.: i I Antitrust Div. | | Civil Div. | | Civil Rights Div.
I I Criminal Div. | | Internal Security Div.
I I Inter-Division Information Unit

I I A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific 
request from you.

I I B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter.

I I C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 
holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa.

IXX D. For your information.

I I E. Please note change in caption of this case.

xx Mr. William S. Lynch 
Special Assistant to the 

Attorney General

John Edgar Hoover 
Director

cc: XX| Attorney General |XX Deputy Attorney General
| | Antitrust Div. | |Civil Div. | | Civil Rights Div.
^Criminal Div. | | Internal Security Div. | | IDIU

Enc. (Upon remoual of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIDX_____ __

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

July 2, 1968

ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Press reports indicate that Grant B. Cooper, 
a Los Angeles., California, attorney, will serve as an 
additional defense counsel for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, 
accused assassin of Senator Robert F. Kennedy. Martin
dale-Hubbell Law Directory reveals one Grant B. Cooper, 
born in 1903, was admitted to practice in 1927 and 
attended law school at Southwestern University in Los 
Angeles, California. For your information, there follows 
a brief summary of data in our files concerning Grant Cooper.

In 1941 the chief investigator for the Jack Tenny 
Committee investigating communism in California advised that 
one Grant Cooper, then on the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s staff, and close to Mayor Fletcher Bowron, was 
married to a daughter of Mrs. Norton, Mayor Bowron*s secre
tary. Phyllis Norton Cooper, the wife, was reportedly a 
former close associate of Celeste Strack, a prominent 
Young Communist League leader in Southern California and 
formerly active in New York City.

News and other sources reported in 1949 that 
Mr. Cooper was the attorney for a bit actress, Lila Leeds, 
who was arrested along with Robert Mitchum and others on a 
narcotics charge. Reportedly Mr. Cooper had as one of his 
associates in his law film the son of Los Angeles County 
Sheriff, Eugene W. Biscailuz.

Mr. Cooper represented one Samuel Jesse Berland 
in his appearance before the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities in April, 1956. Berland, according to our files, 
was prominent in communist activities in the Los Angeles 
area for an extended period of time, 
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ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY

Grant Cooper was the attorney in 1957 for one 
Philip Watler, a business agent of a Local Teamster’s 
Union in California, in connection with a Grand Jury 
indictment for perjury.

In November, 1960, the Governor of California 
established a Special Committee on Insanity and Criminal 
Offenders to study insanity in relationship to law. Attor
ney Grant Cooper of Los Angeles, who reportedly defended 
Dr. Bernard Finch for wife murder, acted as chairman of one 
of the discussions of this committee.

In connection with an investigation of James Riddle 
Hoffa in 1961, a reliable source advised that he had contacted 
one Bill Bufalino, Teamster official in Detroit, Michigan, 
and was instructed to telephonically contact a Mrs. Williams 
at the Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles, and assist her. The 
source discovered that Mrs. Williams was in fact Viola Carbo, 
wife of Paul John (Frank) Carbo, then under prosecution for 
extortion and anti-racketeering in connection with the boxing 
racket. Mrs. Carbo requested the source to locate an attorney 
for her husband. Source took Mrs. Carbo to the home of 
Grant Cooper, at which time Cooper set his fee for representing 
Carbo at $50,000. Mrs. Carbo indicated that she would have to 
make the payment in cash rather than by check and Cooper 
advised that he was not interested in handling the case in 
that manner.

In June, 1962, it was reported that Grant B. Cooper 
was the -Southern Committee Vice Chairman Pro-Tern of the 
National Council on Crime and Delinquency. The announced 
purpose of the organization was to formulate a "crash" program 
to marshal the best know-how and experience in the State to 
bear on crime and delinquency.

Grant Cooper has represented numerous other individ
uals in the criminal element as well as one Chinese espionage 
subject who was under deportation proceedings in the Los 
Angeles area and is rated as a very prominent capable criminal 
trial lawyer according to news sources.
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Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General

Director, FBI

July 1, 1968

ASSASSINATION OF 6 JIH 2 1968
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA . . RAQ

Civ. MQHTS '
The Los Angeles, California, Police Department advised that 

on June 25, 1968, Munir Sirhan, brother of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, was 
afforded a polygraph examination. It was concluded by the police depart
ment that Munir Sirhan was not involved in the assassination, but that he 
did lie about the purchase of the gun. (The gun used in the assassination
was traced through several owners, one of whom, George Erhard, advised 
that he sold the gun to Munir Sirhan while Sirhan Sirhan was present.
Munir had denied that he ever had ownership of this weapon.)

The polygraph examination indicated that Munir Sirhan did not . 
accompany Sirhan Sirhan to a gun shop on June 1, 1968, when Sirhan 7 
Sirhan purchased ammunition. (A salesman at this store had stated that - 
Sirhan Sirhan was accompanied by two as yet unidentified individuals when 
he purchased ammunition on June 1, 1968.) -

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors has voted to 7 
authorize $20,000 for the protection of Sirhan Sirhan and the judge and jury 
that will be concerned with his trial. This money will be spent to install r 
armor-plated courtroom partitions, bulletproof glass and other security 
devices. '

On June 28, 1968, Sirhan Sirhan appeared before Superior Court r 
Judge Richard B. Schauer, Los Angeles, California, in order to enter a 
plea to the indictment pertaining to the assassination of Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy and the wounding of five other individuals. Court was convened 
in the chapel of the Los Angeles County Jail for security reasons.

Mr. Russell E. Parsons, who represented Sirhan, was officially 
substituted by the court as the attorney of record replacing the Public 
Defender’s Office. Mr. Parsons advised the court that he was not yet



Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr.

ready to have Sirhan enter a plea and he requested a three-week continuance. 
Mr. Parsons also requested that the court appoint Doctor George Abe, 
psychiatrist with the Metropolitan State Hospital in Norwalk, California, to 
examine Sirhan. The judge granted these requests and court was adjourned 
until July 19, 1968. Mr. Lynch's office was telephonically advised of this 
on June 28, 1968. .

(Y) Mr. Stephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General

1 - Mr. William S. Lynch 
Special Assistant to the 
I Attorney General

- 2 -
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Honorable Edward J. Gurney 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C.

BY H SG
On AUG 1 WQ8

Juiy 2 5,

Dear Congressman:

The Attorney General has asked me to respond to your letter 
of June 26, 1268, enclosing two newspaper articles sent to you by your 
constituent, Mrs. M. R. Dowd of Fort Ityers.

The thrust of both articles seems to be primarily that cer
tain recent decisions of the Supreme Court have shifted the balance 
of advantage in criminal trials to the accused. In this connection 
one of the articles makes specific reference to the alleged assassin 
of Senator Robert Kennedy. The articles also suggest that the Court*s 
decisions are the cause of increased lawlessness in the nation, and 
that the Justices, by reason of their age, are unable to respond to the 
wishes of the majority of the population.

The causes of crime are complex and deeply rooted in our 
society. In the judgment of most parsons knowledgeable in the field 
of law enforcement, the recent decisions of the Supreme Court have had no 
adverse effect on the incidence of crime in this country. Perhaps the 
best recent analysis of the problem of crime in the Waited States is 
contained in the Report of the President's Crime Conmiaslon entitled 
"The Challenge of Crime in a Free Society." The Report, which Mrs. Dowd 
may wish to obtain, is available from the U. 3. Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D. C. 2OhO2, at a price of $2.25 per copy.

^fortunately, the articles sent to you by Mrs. Dowd nourish 
the wholly inaccurate attitude by our citizens that they have done their 
part in the war against crime by deciding whether they are for or 
against the Supreme Court. Such simplistic answers do us no service 
in dur effort to find solutions for the explicated problems we face 
in the war against crime.

As to the alleged failure of the Supreme Court’s decision 
to comport with the desires of the people, I would like to point out 
that it is not the function of the judiciary to express the wily oy

cc: Recordsi
Chrono 
Parker 
Vinson
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the Majority. Rather, the courts are sworn to uphold the Constitu
tion end the laws of the Waited States, and to interpret than in a 
way that will achieve the purposes for which they were enacted.

1 trust that ay reply is a sufficient response to your 
constituent’s inquiry. Please let ne know if I nay be of further 
assistance*

Sincerely,

FRED M. VINSON, JR. 
Assistant Attorney General
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From
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Deputy Attorney General-------------------------------
Solicitor General-------------------------------------------
Executive Assistant to the Attorney General
Director of Public Information---------------------
Assistant Attorney General, 
Assistant Attorney General, 
Assistant Attorney General, 
Assistant Attorney General, 
Assistant Attorney General,
Assistant Attorney 
Assistant Attorney 
Assistant Attorney 
Assistant Attorney 
Director, FBI------

General, 
General, 
General, 
General,

Antitrust---------------------
Tax----------------------------  
Civil----------------------------  
Land & Nat. Resource 
Criminal-------------------
Legal Counsel-----------  
Internal Security--------

Civil Rights---------------
Administrative----------

Director, Bureau of Prisons------------------------------  
Commissioner, Immigration and Naturalization 
Director, Community Relations Service------------ 
Office of Law Enforcement Assistance--- ---------- 
Office of Criminal Justice----------------------------------  
Pardon Attorney-------------------------------------------------  
Parole Board------------------------------------------------------- 
Board of Immigration Appeals --------------------------- 
Records Administration Office---------------------------

Attention

REMARKS:



plea.se expedite^-

THIS MIL-■SHOULD BE'

. ANSWERED WITHIN ^8 HOURS

Receipt was acknowledged.

Correspondence Section 
Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division



EDWARD J. GURNEY
-11th District. Florida

Consrefli of tfje Wtfeb States
Jlouie of MepreaentatfoejS

JSullington, ©. €.

June 26, 1968

Honorable Ramsey Clark 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Constitution Avenue between 

Ninth and Tenth Streets
Washington, D. C. 20530

Dear Attorney General:

At the request of a constituent from my 
Congressional District, Mrs. M. R. Dowd, P. 0. 
Box 613, Ft. Myers, Florida 33902, I am for
warding the enclosed articles for your consid
eration. Your attention to these publications 
is greatly appreciated.

^0N 2 8 1S68 
CRIMING, g/ttS(()(( 

EJG:cb L
Enclosure

RECEIVED

JUL. 1 1968

ORGANIZED CRiMt AND > 
RACKETEERING SECTION

CRIMTNAL DIVISION 
ranized Crime and tekeweE:: 
j yy/SL

Sincerely,

Edward J. Gurney



Siri Case Open anjl SI# Howevei
; ■ .• By WiBiain Spear

PRETRIAL PUBLICITY. How 
ridiculous is much of the current concern 
over, pretrial publicity said to be pre- 
judicial to the defendant in criminal cases 
can lainly be seen in the case of Sirhan 
Biahara Sirhan — the “aliened” assassin' 
of Fobert F. Kennedy; as everyone Is 
carem’ly calling him.

The'California attorney general and the 
Los Angeles district attorney arc raising 
sand with Mayor Samuel W. Yorty of

tributing factor to th- lawlessness abroad 
in this country today.

Los Angeles for making statements that 
they claim may Jeopardize the p: • -cution 
— and indeed, under some of ti e recent
Supreme. Court rulings, thcy.nry be J 
right. Specifically they complain : bout |
Yorty’s making public the contents of :
Sirhan’s notebook in which the piLoner 
had written of “the necessity of 4 
assassinate (sic) Sen. Kennedy before, j 
June 5, 1968.” -;

There is, of course, no question of j 
Sirhan’s guilt and it can be proven beyond 
the “reasonable .doubt” that the courts I 
require. It is known positively that Ken
nedy died of a bullet in the head, that 
the bullet came from a particular pistol, 
and that Sirhan held and fired the pistol.
Two promin-nt Negro athletes in the Ken
nedy entourage who were on the scene, 
Roosevelt Grier and Kaier Johnson, saw 
it happen, seized Sirhan and .wrested the 
pistol from his grasp, fracturing his trig
ger finger as they did so. It is an open 
and shut case. ;

Yet so heavily have, recent court 
decisions weighted the scales of Justice , 
on the side of criminals and so concerned 
have the courts become over procedural 
matters that the conviction of .Sirhan 
could well. be reversed, despite' his in
disputable guilt, if actions by the 
authorities can be shown to be prejudicial ' 
to his case. It has happened lately in 
many less publicized cases. And this 
softening of justice is undoubtedly a con-

YOUNGER JUDGES 
Editor, News-Press —

Most industry today re-' 
quires that their employes re
tire at the age of 65. Not so - 
the United States government. 
We have these old fogies in 
the Supreme Court who are 
living in the past. They have 
taken to making the laws of 
country rather than making 
an interpretation of the iaw. 
According to the Supreme 
Court a policeman can no 
longer shoot a criminal who 
draws a gun on him without 
being charged with man
slaughter. You can no longer 
sell your property to whom 
you please but must sell it to 

•’: the first person who meets 
- your price. Is this the United

States or Russia? -
These old men are too old 

and feeble to have full control. 
of their senses yet they are 
appointed for life. Retiro-m&nr— 
at 65 should be the rule for 
all members of the govern-, 
menf. The majority of the 
United States population is un
der 50 years of age. The older 
men. have no idea of what 
they think or how they feel. 
This is a young country, filled. 
by young people. How can a 
man of 80 possibly have any 

- knowledge of the needs of
young people. The police can, 
no longer interrogate a pri- 

, soner without the presence of
I. the suspect’s attorney.

The country is going to hell 
in a handbasket because of, 
the rulings of these nine old' 
men. There are plenty of 
young capable men who could 
fill the shoos of these oldsters. 
Industry would never hire one 
of them as they realize they 
are far behind the times.

Let’s take some action to re
place them with capable peo
ple who will return the United 
States to a period of sense 
and reason. Write to your 
senator and congressmen to 
start an amendment to the 
Constitution if necessary . to 
exchange these old: men with 
others in tune with time. I 
realize at 64 that I am not 
capable of keeping up with 
youngsters of 25 or 30 so how 
can it make sense to have 
feeble old men in the highest 
court in our land.

Their latest ruling makes it 
impossible to sentence a 
murderer to the gas chamber. 
Hung juries will be the an
swer if people who do, not be- | 
Heve in capital punishment 
were to serve on juries. How 
silly can you get. We need 
capable responsible men in 
our courts, Senate»and, Con
gress. Let’s get America on 
the move once more.

R.W. JOHNSTON - 
Port Charlotte.
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Honorable Edward J. Gurney 
House of Representatives 
JaDhintiton, 0. C.

• V

terr Con^esewan

of June 26, 1$68 
your constituent

The Attorney General han asked mg to respond to your letter
dosing two newspaper rfHcIhs sent to you by
■r, ?\ R* bowd of -.'’ort Myers."

The thrustxof both articles see^e primarily to be that 
certain meant decisions of the Supreme f^urt have shifted the 
balance of n ?.’ ntrje in criminal ■ hri-'ls to the accused, and one of 
the rrticlea ea^ea specific referonco to ths alleged ssaaesln of 
Senator Robert Kennedy, ''farther, the article# oug^est that these 
decisions re the c -3uae ofinere^cod ’lawlessness1 and that the 
justices# by reason of their ^o, ape unable to respond to the 
wiehee of the acjorlty of the population.

In my judgment and in the Judgment of swat parions 
kamfledtpablt in the field of law enforcement, the recent decisions 
of the Juprere Court have had nd adverse offset on the incidence of 
eri^o in this country- As to the alleged failure of the Court’s 
decisions to comport with the/’esires of.the people# I should point 
out that it is not the function of the jwiicinry to express the will 
of the rojority; rather, the/courts oust interpret the Constitution 
sne the lsu» in the nanner po^t suited to inpleneBtation of the 
pur w so? for which they vers enacted

I trust that V 
constituent’s inquiry# bi 
pieman Infor?' us.

if we woy be of ony

Sincerely,

jo to your 
er assistance

n will be sufficient re

cc: Records 
Chrono 
Ruff 
Petersen 
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DAG

WO M. 7IN30H, JR. 
Aeeiutant- Attorney General


