


March 17, 1969

Miss Mary Ellmann
12 St. Ronan Terrace 
New Haven, Connecticut 06511

Dear Miss Ellmann, ’

This will acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of March 13.

The Sirhan trial in Los Angeles is conducted 
under the authority of the state of California. More­
over, the regulation of the conduct of attorneys-at- . 
law is a state matter. The questions which you raise 
in your letter are not matters with which federal 
officers have any direct concern.

In a federal system of government, there is 
necessarily an allocation of function and responsibility 
between the states on the one hand, and the federal 
government on the other. Although these two agencies 
should function cooperatively, it is most appropriate 
that one should not undertake to interfere in an area 
which is the responsibility of another.-

I am glad to have 
and appreciate your sending

your statement of concern, 
it to me.

Very truly yours,

Erwin N. Griswold 
Solicitor General



12 Si. Aonan Terrace New Haven, Connecticut 0651 1

15 March 1969 ^h /

Solicitor General Erwin N. Griswold 
Justice Department {
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir: <U^~—-

I would like to express concern for the 
validity of Sirhan Sirhan’s defense, in view 
of his lawyers’ arrangement to share profits 
of Robert B. Kaiser’s proposed book on Sirhan.

This profit seems different from, and improper 
in comparison to, the acceptance by lawyers of 
set, regular fees. Such an agreement as this 
literary one taints the present defense with 
a financial interest in the popular, and even 
sensational, qualities of the case, and so 
involves potential injustice to the defendant. 
For example, might the manuscript of Kaiser’s 
book bring more money to these lawyers if 
Sirhan behaves wildly, rather than calmly, in 
court? Might the manuscript bring more money 
to these lawyers if Sirhan is sentenced to 
death rather than to life imprisonment?

This is a case in which Americans are anxious 
to see the most fastidious justice done. Yet, 
we have already witnessed what seems flagrant 
gabbling about the case outside the courtroom, 
on the part of district attornies, and now 
defense attornies appear to be shabbibly engaged 
in profiting from the eventual sale of the case 
to the public.

Sincerely yours,

Maw ^U-womm



T.. 6/29/71

DUiiNFP: jr:flr 
DJ 166-1201

Mr. J. A. Robert _ . .
Veterans* Administration Hospital . . ' j .
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

Dear Mr. Robert: ' . ’ - ' • ■

This, is in reply to your correspondence 
postmarked June 4, 1971. We apologize for our. 
delay in responding. '

Sirhan Sirhan wasfound guilty and sentenced 
to death in the electric chair. His case is now on 
appeal. ' .

„ Sincerely,

DAVID L. NORKIN 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division

By: 
NZLSOW F. PAPWCCI 

Attorney

cc: Records Z
Chrono
Gorres. Unit









Form ITo. AD- 
(Rev. 2-28-61)

NOTICE

‘PLEASE
DO NOT REMOVE THIS SLIP FROM ' , 
THE ATTACHED CORRESPONDENCE 
SINCE IT IS A PERMANENT PART OF 
THE RECORD.

RECORDS 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE



T. 6/29/71 /^ ■ Wl

DLN:NFP:jr:flr 
DJ 166-12C-1

■ Mr. Robert Anderson ' 
. 22121 Karlor Street ;

; Richton Park, Illiooii 60471

* Dear Mr. Anderson: ,

This Is la reply to your correspondence 
' postmarked June 7, 1971. Wte apologise for our

delay in responding.

Slrhan Sirhan was tried, convicted and 
sentenced to death for the murder of .Robert Kennedy. 
Be Is presently ^pealing his case.;. . _

■ - - . ■ ' Sincerely, ' ■

; ' DAVID L. N08MAN
Acting Assistant Attorney General 

■ Civil Bights Division

' • ■ ' " ' ' nun r. woca . .
' Attorney

cc: Records (/
Chrono
Corres. Unit
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O^cyr Sir'.

SIGNAL PRINTING-COMPANY
CREATORS AND PRODUCERS OFPRINTING THAT SELLS

1609 VINCENNES AVENUE • CHICAGO HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 60411 

TELEPHONE 756-4111





Typ-d 5/14/71 
WW:MLW:ght . 
166-12C-1

MAY 14 m

Mr, ChristopherCamps •
10 Stonycrest Road ,
Rye, New York 10580

Dear Hr. Camps:

.. .. President Nixon has asked me to respond to your letter in 
which you ask for a report on the psychological analysis of the convicted 
assassin of Robert F. Kennedy, Sirhan Strhan.

At the time of that assassination, it was not a Federal crime 
to murder a United States Senator, and Sirhan Sirhan was prosecuted 
under California state law. You may be able to obtain the desired 
information by writing to the Attorney General of California in 
Sacramento, California.

I regret that r cannot be of further assistance to you.

Sincerely,

WILL WILSON 
Assistant Attorney General

Records^)
Chrono
Whi ttaker
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T. 2/27/71 
JL:lsw:MWH:vap 
DJ 166-12C-1 MAR 4 Wit

Bc&orable Page Belcher 
House of Representatives .
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congressman Belcher:

This is in reply co your aeaoraadiai enclosing 
a copy of a letter from Mrs. Helen Willises dealing, 
in part, with the Sharon Tate trial in California 
and Sir han Sirhan. Please excuse my delay In responding.

Each of these cases was tried In California 
State Courts for offenses against the State Of Califor­
nia. Since no federal offense was involved in either 
matter this Department had no authority or control 
over the length of the trials. X understand that In 
the Sharon Tate case, proceedings are now under way to 
determine the penalty or penalties to be Inposed and 
that in the Sirhan natter, an appeal is pending in the 
California Courts. If Mrs. William# desires further 
information, she may wish to write the Attorney General 
of California.

Sincerely,

cc:Udtecords
Chrono
DAG JKRRIS LEONARD
Corres. Unit Assistant Attorney General 
V & PA Section Civil Rights Division 
Hubbard
Prather



48 HOURSANSWERED WITHIN

Receipt was acknowledged

Correspondence Section 
Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division



HOUSE OF REPRESEM|TIVES, U.S.
WASHINGTOl^.C. -

____ Febr uar^_ 9> 19671

Respectfully referred to

Congressional Liaison Officer 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I would appreciate
your furnishing me information 
in order that I may make an 
appropriate response to the 
questions posed in the attached 
letter from my constituent, 
Mrs. Helen Williams, relating 
to the Tate^and Kennedy murder 
trials.

[Note: I have
already been furnished informati 

tion pertaining to the subject 
of the first nyagraph of her 
letter. ] ■ /&& ^ C /

. District,
1W63M-1







(Congress of tfje Wteb Stalest
^ou^e of &epre£entatfoe£

' BHagfjfngton, JBX. 20515
Official Business

Congressional Liaison Officer

Department of Justice

Washington, p. C.



0-6 (Rev. 4-14-69)

Fe

From 
Directo^H^F

1 Bureau of Investigation 
To '

The 
The 
The

Attorney General /C

Solicitor General
Deputy Attorney General

Assistant Attorney General 

Director, Bureau of Prisons 
The Pardon Attorney 
Chairman, Parole Board 
Assistant Attorney General for Administration 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs 
Office of Alien Property 
Chief - Accounts Branch 
Chief - Administrative Services Offic 
Chief of Personnel 
General Litigation Section, CiVil Division 
Records Administration Office
Att.: I I Antitrust Div. □ Civil Div. I I Civil Rights Div.

I I Criminal Div. Internal Security Div.
| | Inter-Division Information Unit | | Community Relations Service

A. No further action will be taken in this case jpyth^Tabsence' 
request from you.

B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, /s

eCific

in this atter.

visa.
C. For your information, I am enclosing a communicdtiyh regarding 

holder of a diplomatic or international organizatio

For your information.^'

| | E. Please note change in caption of this case.

John Edgar Hoover 
Director

cc: | | Attorney General | | Deputy Attorney General
Q Antitrust Div. 
| | Criminal Div.

□ Civil Div. Q Civil Rights Div.
| | Internal Security Div. | | IDIU

Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File Ko.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUoTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Los Angeles, California 
October 15, 1970

SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN

An arrest report of the Sierra Madre Police Depart­
ment dated September 23, 1970, shows that Saidallah Bishara 
Slrhan, brother of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, had been arrested 
on September 23, 1970, by the Sierra Madre Police Department, 
in charges of suspicion of possession of marijuana.

Arrest report of the Sierra Madre Police Department 
dated September 23, 1970, shows that Saidallah Bishara Sirhan 
was arrested at Lime and Sierra Madre Boulevard and charged 
with violations of Sections 11530 (Possession of Marijuana), 
and 11910 (Possession of Dangerous Drugs) of the California 
Health and Safety Code. The address of Saidallah Sirhan was 
listed In this report as 1659 North Lake, Number seven, Pas­
adena, California.

According to the arrest report Saidallah Sirhan 
and two other suspects were in a vehicle when an attempt was 
made by a Sierra Madre police officer to stop the vehicle for 
a traffic violation. While attempting to stop the vehicle, 
a plastic bag containing a green leafy substance resembling 
marijuana, was thrown from the vehicle. During the inventory 
of Saidallah Sirhan's property additional contraband was 
found.

According to the crime report of this incident, the 
arresting officer observed a vehicle driven by Saidallah Sir­
han on which the license plate light was Inoperative. The 
vehicle was being driven erratically and while attempting to 
halt the vehicle, the arresting officer observed a plastic 
bag expelled from the left front window of the car. This was 
later retrieved and found to contain a green leafy substance 
resembling marijuana.



SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN

The three suspects were arrested and transported 
to the Sierra Madre Police Department for booking. While 
removing personal belongings from Saidallah Sirhan a tin 
foil wrapper containing five blue-green capsules of a white 
powdery substance were observed to fall from his foiled up 
shirt sleeve.

Saidallah Sirhan was arraigned on September 23, 
197°, in Division Two, Pasadena Municipal Court. A prelim­
inary hearing was set for October 2, 1970, in Division One 
of the same court.

On October 2, 1970, the case against Saidallah 
Sirhan was dismissed as there was Insufficient information 
to link the defendant with the evidence.

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.

- 2* -



The Deputy Attorney General January 27, 1971

Director, FBI

ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

This is in reply to your inquiry received January 25, 1971, 
captioned ’’Freedom of Information Act, ” which concerns a request by 
one Michael James Clark for access to certain reports regarding 
Sirhan B. Sirhan. In his letter to the Department, Clark bases his request 
on the fact that he alleges FBI reports had been made available to 
Robert Blair Kaiser, the author of the recently published book, "RFK 
Must Die. ”

As was indicated in my letter of November 18, 1970, 
captioned as above, FBI reports were furnished the Los Angeles County, 
California, District Attorney's Office with the request they not be 
disseminated outside that office. Neither the FBI nor the Los Angeles 
County District Attorney's Office furnished copies of FBI reports to the 
defense.

Defense counsel through the court demanded production of 
the Los Angeles, California, Police Department and FBI interviews of 
pertinent individuals in connection with the investigation Review of 
these interviews was made by the prosecution and copies of requested 
interviews made. This material was then taken to the court and, upon 
proper order, turned over to the defense by the court. No restrictions 
were Imposed concerning the use which could be made of this material.

This Bureau did not make copies of FBI reports available 
to Robert Blair Kaiser. Accordingly, it is recommended Clark's request
be denied since the information requested by him is contained in 
investigatory files compiled for law enforcement purposes.

ylV Assistant Attorney General 
^ Criminal Division W^rp<H^ Of jb^*1 ^

F^ 1 iSWi FEB 3 w /o



T. 6/10/70

JL:MWH;lS:cij •
DJ 166-120-1

Mr. John Main
14648 24 Southwest . .

.Seattle, Washington 98166 . .

Peer Mr. Main: :

President Nixon has referred to this Department 
your letter .concerning, in part, Sirhah Sirhan. : We 
apologize for our delay in responding.

For any further information on the subject 
you may wish to contact the Los Angeles District 
Court in Los Angeles, California. \ .

:Sljaeer&ly, <

^^J^IRIS LEONARD
Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division

By:

MACEO W* HUBBARD
Senior Supervisory Trial Attorney 

■ Criminal Section
cc: Records /

CHRONO^
Hubbard 
Corres. Unit



JOHN i-'l”
iMhC 2ksw 
SEATTLE 'TASH. 
%166

DEAR Hr. PrESiDL.i

The reason Tam writing this letter is because IAN wondering why 
Sirhan Sirhan has not been put in the gas chamber for the mudder 
of ROBERT KENNEDY?
I would appreciate:’if. yon would answer this letter.
Iain very inpresed with what you are doing in VIETNAM. But why not 
tales more men out of there at a time/? Make more men take a shorter time 
period:’ In TTSfflAh, (

Hr. PRESIDENT one day I hope to meet you. .

YOUR FRIEND JOHN ITAZU A^>V>v\_ 'TVC\<X^

P.S. Nove a nice time at you concert. f x—
lam only borne augest £ 19;5 \ I



^X^



T. 6/10/70

JL:MWH:ls:clj 
DJ 166-12C-1 ^151976

Mr. William A. Morren . '
214 Northwest Apartments . ...
Central Michigan University / .
Mount Pleasant, Michigan 48858 ' .

Dear Mr. Morren:, ,

President Nixon has referred to this Department 
your correspondence concerning, in part, Sirhan Slrhan. 
We apologise for our delay In responding.

Slrhan Sirhan was tried, found guilty, and 
sentenced to die for the slaying of Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy. His case is presently on appeal. Por any 
further Information you may wish to contact the Los 
Angeles District Court in Los Angeles, California.

Sincerely,

JERRIS LEONARD
Assistant Attorney General 

Clyil Rights Division

cc: Records 
Chrono 
Hubbard 
Corres. Unit

By:

MACEO W. HUBBARD
Senior Supervisory Trial Attorney 

Criminal Section.



' T

Mr. William A. Morren, 

214 Northwest Apts.

Central Mich. Universit 

Mount Pleasant, Mich. 

^6858

. ' A LETTER OF CONCERN

Mr. President:

Before I start with what I am concerned, I think, it only 

fitting that you should know something about me. I am a 

graduate student at Central Michigan University. I am not studying 

political science, but I am concerned about some issues which 

I hope you can clear up for me.

1 . Many persons involved in war crimes in Viet Nam have 

been brought to trail recently. Their trials are 

prompt and right to the point. Besides this everyone 

in our country and aboard are given the details of the 

trials. Now, I want to know why a man like Sirhan- 

Sirhan has not come to trial yet. His crime was one 

which caused much misery to many people and caused 

this country to lose a young leader. In my eyes this 

was an outright crime against the government of the 

United States. Where is his trial? I am sure if one 

of our people in some foreign country was caught in 

act he would not even receive a trial!

2 lam a person with great love and admeration for my_ / 
1 APR 19/0

country and what it stands for(All men created equal)!



If I were to be drafted tomorrow I would gladly go 

to serve my country because of my love for it, but 

I will never let myself be drafted until a person 

like Cassius Clay serves his time, too. If I can 

take a chance of dying to make this a better world for 

him, he can do the same for me. Besides, he does not 

even have any real dependants and I do. Like we 

say, "All men are created equal’", weather they are 

black or white. All we are doing is going from one 

extreme to the other and I know, as you do, of many 

people of importance, greater than his, who have served 

their country. Also, if he’.is a minister, he had 

the shortest lesson in it that I have ever heard of.

These are only two of many questions I have, but I 

have already taken up too much of your valuable time. Please 

find a little time for my questions, because they are of great 

importance to me.

Thank you for your time.

A fellow American,

I-Ir. William A. Morren



214 Northwest Apts.

Mount Pleasant, Michigan 4ub>

rir. President (Pichard K. Nixon)

White Fonse

Washington D.C.
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Feb. 17, 1970

Department of Justice

Firs;

I am a citizen of this great nation, the United States of America 

I believe in it and all of its principals, especially in its justice 

for all. I know that justice is sometimes abused and misused, 

even here in the United States, especially in such issues as; Viet 

Nam, the death of our late president John F. Kennedy, and his brother 

Robert F. Kennedy; where public opinion expressed in print or in 

public demonstration or otherwise is used as a weapon by those who 

would shape justice to fit their own mold. In the past decade, many 

defense lawyers have used public opinion unjustly. They say that 

because of strong public opinion their client cannot get a fair 

trial. You can’t throw the case out just because of this. If there 

is undeniable evidence that the defendent is guilty, he must pay for 

his crime.

I am talking specifically about one case; the case of "THE PEOPLE

VS SIRHAN SIRHAN". He is, as you know, accused of the slaying of

Robert F. Kennedy. 

I think that it is 

in this case.

Thus far, there is no dispute of his alleged guilt 

every citizen’s right to know’j^.twha,! is going on

27' FEB 24 1970

1FILE IMS.



Birhan killed, not just a public figure, but a great humanitarian 

who could possibly have done the people of this nation a great 

service, had he been given the chance. This makes it the right of 

every citizen to know just what is being done to justify such an 

act of violence. Some people believe that Sirhan’s father’s threat 

of an uprise in the Arab people has scared the United States, but 

I don’t believe this. I have more faith in my country than that. 

But, I would like to know what is happening to bring forth justice, 

and why everything about the case has been hushed up so.

Please forgive me if I seem anxious to hang a man. I'm not. 

I just don’t like the thought of this incident reoccurring, because 

someone thinks that he can get away with it because the last guy did. 

I just want to see justice done. That prbably sounds old and corny, 

but it's the truth. It used to be said that justice was for those 

who could afford it. I think it’s about time we put justice back 

where it belongs; where our Forefathers meant it to be when they 

founded our nation: a nation with "Liberty and JUSTICE FOR ALL."I

Sincerely,

Robert E. Orlando



Bl 65925 
W-2 DIVISION

USS PUGET SOUND AD-38 
c/o FLEET POST OFFICE

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 09501

UNITED STATED DEPARTMENT of JUSTICE

WASHINGTON, D.U.



The President, 
The White House, 
Washington D.C,

Peter Nordberg, 
^129 North Farwell, 
Shorewood, Wisconsin, 
November 10, 1969

Mr. President «
I have previously written several letters abundant in 

criticism of your administration's policies. This is not 
a letter of condemnation, but a plea for mercy.

Mercy for one Sirhan Sirhan, who was found guilty of 
first degree murder in California, a state where murder 
is punishable by death.

Sirhan killed a great man, but I do not think that 
the murder of any person will be set right by the murder of 
another.

Had Sirhan killed either you or Senator Eugene McCarthy 
while you were campaigning here, the most he could have 
gotten would have been life imprisonment. But for some 
reason, unknown to me, government has decided that assassination 
is more of a crime in California then it is here.

Put yourself in Sirhan's place; a person who might very 
well become the next president of this country supports your 
enemy in a war against you. What choice have you? Since 
you are a little mentally unbalanced to begin with, what choice 
have you? Ther is murder. And that is all.

Sirhan is a patriot. Patriotic to his own country, not ours. 
Are we to condemn a man to die because hd is perhaps slightly 
chauvinistic?

I know that, with your power, you can stay Sirhan's death 
sentence, making it life imprisonment, instead. An even better 
idea would be to turn him over to the Jordanians, but I rather 
imagine that that idea sounds rather unappealing to you. I 
understand. I know that rage I felt, and the sorrow, when I 
first heard that Robert Kennedy had been shot.

Ronald Reagan will not issue a reprieve. Ronald Reagan 
is a reactionary, however, and you are not. There is a greater 
chance that you will understand my plea.

Thank you.

Peter Nordberg <

FILE LM



Peter Nordberg, 
^129 Farwell, 
Milwaukee, Wi. 53211

The President, 
The White House 
Washington D.C.
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THE PLAIN DEALER, WEDNESDAY, JULY 6, 1966

Record Catch Jp
SONNY SEELBACH, 1306 Holmden Ave. — “In the 

Boston game, June 14, Rocky Colavito hit a home run with 
the bases full, his seventh with the bases full, a record. 
The guard gave the ball I caught to Rocky Colavito and 
the guard gave me a new baseball.”

(Congratulations to you, the guard and Rocky . . . 
H.L.)
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2150 Springhouse Lane
Chester, Pennsylvania 19014

Dipt, of Justice 
Washington D.C.

Dear Slr(s)

It has cone to my attention that the-murderer of Robert F. 

Kennedy is still living. In the midst of scores of people 

one Mr. Sirhan Sirhan committed cold-blooded murder. May I 

ask why It is so hard to convict and execute such filthy 

vermine. You may think I am some kind of radical person 

bent on seeing people die. It so happens that I am merely 

a 14 year old boy that is interested in seeing justice pre­

vail.

R.S.V.P.

27! MAR 4 1970

r'^-.w'®®3^'''


