




Environmentonst Warns Against 'OverMumination'...

Light Pollution Is Newest Threat
io Mauo,. jq America's HealthWells, a prominent environ- 

me nta list, automobile
fumes, industrial waste and 
sewage aren’t the only types 
of pollution plaguing modern 
society.

There is now a new and 
possibly much more danger
ous kind to add to the list — 
light pollution!

Bad things happen at night — 
criminals become more active, 
automobile accidents increase,, 
chickens lay fewer eggs. 
Because of these and other 
night-related problems, modem 
society seems hell-bent on 
doing away with darkness. 
Night, in fact, is being legislated 
out of existence, says Wells.

“Brilliant ‘crime lights’ are 
sprouting on downtown streets. 
Mercury-vapor bulbs glow over 
freeways, parking lots, bridges 
and playing fields. Even homes

— like modern poultry houses 
— are lit all through the night 
for the ‘welfare’ of their inhabi
tants. We have become neurotic 
about night,” claims Wells.

We may also be unwittingly 
doing away with a valuable 
natural resource, the scientist 
adds. Night and darkness are 
part of man’s environmental 
heritage. The natural day, to 
which our bodies have been 
tuned, operates not by the clock 
but by the cycle of light and 
darkness. And this cycle is 
extremely important to health 
and happiness.

But soon darkness may be 
almost unavailable to urban 
•people — except in private 
rooms or lightproof compart
ments — “even though soft, 
restful darkness is a perfect set-

ting for the deep rest that all day
time creatures require.”

“We’relosing all that,” Wells 
warns. “Going, going, gone is 
the wonderful, private feeling of 
being outdoors in safety on a 
dark night.

“Kiss the stars good-by,” the 
environmentalist says, refer- 
ringto the tremendous light spill 
from our overilluminated cities.

Observatories have felt the 
light spill problem for years. 
Light creeping up from Los 
Angeles has spoiled the view 
from Mount Wilson and put the 
observatory there just about 
out of business. Although the 
Mount Palomar observatory

has not yet been ruined, it is 
also being severely affected.

“Any observatory is going to 
have trouble,” says Charles 
Federer, editor of Sky and 
Telescope magazine. “As light 
pollution spreads, even your 
average backyard astronomer is 
getting hurt.”

Excess light is also having 
biological effects.

Young female test animals, 
kept under prolonged illumina
tion, begin menstruating earlier 
than animals kept to a standard 
light-and-darkness cycle. And 
according to N.A. Jafarey, a 
Pakistani physician, excess 
light causes girls living in indus-

trialized societies to mature 
earlier.

Scientist John Ott of 
Sarasota, Florida, also points 
an accusing finger at artificial 
light. His experiments have 
shown that unnatural lighting 
affects sexual activity and pro
ductivity.

Finally, the tremendous , 
amount of electricity used to 
overlight cities and homes is 
depleting fuel reserves.

Malcolm Wells predicts that 
someday, perhaps in the not too 
distant future, strict laws will 
“limit artificial lighting to the 
surfaces that need light, and 
prevent light spillage into the 
sky or ■ ’o people’s eyes.”

Desti jying night could even
tually become as serious a 
crime as polluting water or 
fouling the air.
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The Year’s Most Exciting Fashion News!

Real Hawaiian Muu Muu

8JS®1 I

| Yours Now... Only $ 089
^ (Just Reduced From $3.95).^ ^^~

New, exciting fashion from Hawaii—the carefree, - 
colorful, comfortable Muu Muu Dress! You’ll love 

^ your Muu Muu for all household tasks—and for 
\ those hours of relaxation, too. So easy to take care 

of, it’s machine washable and drip dry cotton. The 
exotic Hawaiian print comes in red, royal and 
green, with contrasting solid trim. Sizes small, me
dium and large. Order now . . . brighten up your 
days with a Mutt Muu! In case ofstockshortage we 
reserve the right to substitute a similar sty Ie dress ofcom 
parative value.

Try It At Our Risk!
COSTS YOU NOTHING IF NOT COM

PLETELY DELIGHTED! Try your Muu Muu for 
10 full days. If it’s not the most comfortable and 
useful leisure dress you’ve ever owned, we’ll return 
your money! Just send full payment of S2.89 
plus 11? postage or save .. buy ? for S5.50 postage 
P^i- .MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY!-.

. ■ ACE MAIL ORDER CO. Dept. MN-11M I 
1 515 Court St. Brooklm, It. Y. 11231 .

^^'Ld Please rush my-'"Muu Muu” dress listed below. _
I enclose full payment. $2.89. plus 11/ postage. My I

I money back if not satisfied. “
1(3 Please send special offer (2 for $5750 )> postpaid.
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ENTER THIS CONTEST FOR

$15,000.00
!IN CASH PRIZES! 4

1st PRIZE $5,000 ^ DIRECTIONS
2nd PRIZE a $2,500 
* ---------- $1,000

“ch $500 
w$200 

$100

3rd prize
4-5-6 PRIZE 
716 PRIZE 
17 47 PRIZE

$15,000 CASH TOTAL
HERE ARE SOME CLUES TO HELP

YOU IDENTIFY THIS FAMOUS 
BUILDING:

1. It is located in Washington, DC. ■
2. Practically all the Presidents of the 

United States lived here.

DON’T DELAY!
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PREMIUM PUZZLE CLUB
7551 Melrose Ave. Dept.M-204

i ■

Do.you recognise this famous landmark? If you do 
you can become eligible to win your share of 15,000 
dollars!
We have completed the first half of this easy puzzle. 
All you have to dsis complete the second half by fil
ling in the missing letters. Example: The opposite of 
dry is wet so a AW" went in the first space on our 
half of the puzzle.. The second clue is a picture of a 
so an “H” went h[> the second box.
After you have finished your half of the puzzle, fill in 
your name and address on the official entry blank, 
mail it to us alonf with 25c for Postage and Handling 
and you could ife on your way to winning BIG 
MONEY! - ,

IT’S FUN! IT’S EASY!

■ OFFICIAL ENTRY BLANK

Los Angeles, Ca 90046
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' November 20,1972 20 C

idnightFour Years After His Crime.

T^e lives of the Sirhan family 
have completely fallen apart 
since Sirhan B. Sirhan, the sec

V0119—HM9

Poverty, Shame & Feelings 
Of Mistrust Have Turned 

Them Against One Another

A PRISON mug shot of 
Sirhan Sirhan -

b^ CARL DAVIDSON

ond youngest of five brothers, 
assassinated Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy four years ago.

Since the trial following the 
1968 shooting in Los Angeles’ 
Ambassador Hotel, Sirhan, now 
28, has been in San Quentin 
prison serving a life sentence.

The only word that can be 
used to describe the lives of his 
mother and four brothers since 
the assassination is “aimless”.

•#i * t

W, j

MOMENTS AFTER he was struck down by Sirhan’s bul-
lets,, Robert Kennedy lies bleeding on the floor shariff told reporters, “The 

' ~memory of the shooting is always
MIDNIGHT ' ' . November 20; 1972 there in front of my eyes. My life

son Munir — whoyoungest
is the only working member of the family

MARY SIRHAN with her

Sirhan’s mother, 6l-year-old 
Mary Sirhan, and every son except 
Munir, the youngest, have been out 
of work. They have very few friends 
and even fewer hopes for the 
future.

Mrs. Sirhan has been divorced 
for years from her husband, who 
•still lives in Jordan. Neighbors in

the Pasadena, California, commun
ity: where she lives with two of her 
five sons say they feel sorry for her.

“She looks so old and frail,” says 
Gabriel Arandia, a 25-year-old 
mother of six who lives next'door 
fd the Sirhan residence.

“She rarely goes out of the house 
and sometimes refuses to come to 
the door or answer the telephone.

“Sometimes I see Mrs. Sirhan 
watering her lawn, but most of the 
time she sits in the house, ” said Mrs. 
Arandia.

Life has been a series of troubles 
for the remaining brothers since 
Sirhan assassinated Kennedy. The 
five brothers range in age from 24-

Said, the oldest, is currently fac
ing a municipal court trial On 
charges of disturbing the peace. 
The charges were leveled'against 
him by his mother. '

Police say he broke a window in 
his mother’s house in July and 
threatened to bum the home down 
in the belief that Mrs. Sirhan had 
been withholding family funds.

Mrs. Sirhan claims, “I have no 
funds and no income other than 
from Munir (her youngest son),”

Said has also been convicted of 
LSD and marijuana possession, 
and a public drunkenness.

Shariff Sirham., 39, needs con
stant medical attention for his ulcer 
and a nervous condition.

SIRHAN BEING restrained by a guard. So far he has 
served four years of his life sentence

has become worse than hell.”
Siariff and Said, the oldest of the 

five brothers, live together, and 
Sheriff says, “Often Said and I go 
daj^and even weeks at a time with
out eating.”

Stariff, who was convicted in 
19® of sawing through the brake 
liras of his ex-girlfriend’s ear, has 
had two post-assassination allega- 
tiorsagainst him dropped. He, was 
accused of threatening the lives of 
Safari’s defense attorneys arid of 
causing a disturbance at-the 
Pasadena Hospital where his 
biisther. Said, was recovering from 
a sat accident.

Shariff says it is impossible for 
him or his brothers to get jobs.

‘‘‘When we are interviewed, ” he 
says, “the employer asks us about 
OW relationship to Sirhan. They ask 
a tot of questions and never call us 
bask,”

Adel, 33, is the only one of the 
brothers who has not been in trou- 
ttb with the police over the past 
fsar years. He is an unemployed 
fibre player and lives at home with 
his mother and younger brother, 
Munir.

Munir, 24, is the only wagc- 
(Samer in the family. He lives at 
feme and holds jobs as a mechanic . 
# two different gas stations.
“Munir is a good boy,” says his 

mother. “He supports me and keeps 
ifte alive.”

While Said and Shariff are alien
ated from their mother by the argu- 
ihent for which Mrs. Sirhan

MUNIR, 24, is a “good 
boy” his mother says 

brought charges against her oldest 
son, Munir and Adel stick close by 
her side.

They have given up the church . 
activities which provided them 
with their only social outlet.

“I lost my job as housekeeper at 
the church,” said Mrs. Sirhan. And 
Adel added, “Ever since the shoot
ing people have looked at us differ
ently.”

Of all the brothers, Shariff is the 
one who feels strongest about his 
younger brother's conviction.

“Our lives will go oft being trou
bled until the truth comes out in 
Sirhan’scase.'After that, everything 
will be all right,” he says.Page 24 '
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Miss Bonnie Snapp
Wichert Community 
c/o Consolidated School

District No. 262 
Wichert Rural Station 
St. Anne, Illinois 60965

Dear Bonnie:

President Nixon has referred to this Department 
your correspondence postmarked May 13, 1972. We apologize 
for our delay in responding.

Sirhan Sirhan was tried, convicted and sentenced 
to death, in a California State Court for the first 
degree murder of Senator Robert Kennedy. The California 
Supreme Court has subsequently declared the death 
penalty unconstitutional and Sirhan’s sentence was 
reduced to life in prison. He is presently serving 
his sentence in a California State Penitentiary.

James Earl Ray pled guilty in Tennessee to 
charges of first degree murder in the slaying of the 
Reverend Martin Luther King. He Is presently serving 
a life sentence in a Tennessee State Penitentiary.

Sincerely,

DAVID L. NORMAN 
Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division
cc: Records

Chrono
Corres. Unit
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' CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

( ) Assistant Attorney General

( ) Deputy Assistant Attorney 
General - 1st

( ) Deputy Assistant Attorney I
General - Ed. & Em.

( ) Deputy Assistant Attorney (
General - Cr. & Ho. & Vo.
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