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Other Victims
Loa Angeles police identify 

thesi other persons as victims

Enough for Me?” A few in the । greasy floor amid empty soft) Ballroom Jammed 
neighborhood crowd looking=2S^rtflk bottles and dirty as sur d(

Ballroom Jammed

led in. There were cries of "Get a aides and supporters and wap on 
his way to a nearby press room 
to talk to reporters when hewas 
shot. He had to pass from the 
ballroom through part of the 
kitchen to get to the pressroom 
because the main entrance to

other persons as victims of " The hospital itself was bathed doctor, get a doctor,” and the 
?ootine: „ . in lights from television earner- senator’s wife — pregnant with

W'isel/30, suffered a bullet. ^ and trucks parked directly her eleventh child — fell 
Wourra in the left side near the jq^jj the street. Two other over her husband's prostrate 

spotlights, on top of the hospital, body and began wiping his face, 
added an even more garish ap- The curly haired, olive 
pearance to the night street skinned assailant was set upon 
scene. by 10 or 12 men, one of them

Crowds in front of the hospital Roosevelt Grier, the huge Negro 
were cordoned off to permit only lineman of the Los Angeles 
newsmen into the immediate Rams football team, who has j^ balloons bursting. Btit theyJ 
area, but through the darkness been helpmg Kennedy campaign came in --such rapid sudd^bii 
faces of patients could be seen around the country. i^ newsmen waiting for him
looking down on the crowd from) Five Shots Fired |thought it might tego^’ “j
within the hospital. | old As reporters burst through tIS

Conspiracy Doubted ^ ...^L S,, narrow hallway was -jamnife 
with seething humanity am 
^shouts for doctors and police.^j j 

The gunman was smothered* 
under about a dozen mep sopp

abdomen. His address was list­
ed as 2700 Up|on Street NW.

, Ira Goldstein, 19, of Los An­
geles, an employe of Continental 

, News Service at Sherman Oaks, 
, Calif., who was shot in the left 
hip.

, Elizabeth Evans of Saugus, 
Calif., who was to undergo 
surgery at Huntington Memorial 

[Hospital for the removal of a 
bullet imbedded in Iher skull at 
the hairline. The bullet did not

the ballroom was jammed with 
jubilant supporters. ;

Reporters heard several 'r^ 
ports that sounded something!

I Eugene Cesar, a 26-year old 
special security officer, 

penetrate her skull. At nolice headauarters au- £crtoedtne shofting this way.
Irwin StroU, 17, of Los An-t^t^1^ m discount the; “I was holding ^ arm We 

geles, who was wounded in the possibility that there was a con- were coming through tne owo/ 
spiracy involved in the shooting: The senator reachedI out 

Police Chief Reddin told a , shake hands with someone in th^ 
news conference: “As near as:l d'r^ction where the gu 
we can tell, there’s only one standing. ....
person involved.” “When he reached out, this

In Washington, Attorney Gen- man _ a short man — held his 
eral Ramsey Clark said there is arm up high over the senator’s 
S ±S^ * “ * ^ “ I

He fired five, shots., i , 
Chief Reddin said police were DUiled the

senator with me. He slumped to 
pistol from which all eight shots the floor on his back. I was off 
had. peen fired. . . balance add fell dbwn 'and when.
' ,Wjien asked whether news- j looked' up about 10 people al- 
men could take photographs of ready had grabbed the assailant, 
the suspect, one of Reddin’s They started clubbing and beat­
assistants said: “After Dallas, ^g and kicking the guy. Ituraed 
nobody is going to get within a around to the senator and saw 
thousand feet of him.’’ ^ was blood on the right sBe

Lee Harvey Oswald. accusecLrttlhnrJiead.” J
assassin of President John Ken- * '

left shin. He was treated at a 
hospital and released.

Another person, 43-year-old 
Paul Schrade, received a skull 
facture from a bullet which 
lodged in his brain. ■ He was 
listed in good condition at 
Kaiser Hospital,

Patrick Thornton of Los An­
geles suffered a three-inch cut 
on the scalp when he was hit by- 
a' camera. Further details on 
his injury was not immediately 
available. /

lutside the hospital wherZ 
treated,/aKennedy was being 

Negro woman was 
s®g to the words,

leading* al 
“IS Death)

nedy 4% years ago in Dallas, 
was killed by the late Jack Ruby 
when police were moving Os­
wald through a crowd at a police 
tation.
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Shot in Kitchen
Cheers were still rocking the 

ballroom as Kennedy was 
gunned down shortly after step­
ping down from the speakers 
Stand where be had addressed a 
joyous throng celebrating his 
victory over Sen. McCarthy in 
California and his win over Mc­
Carthy and a convention dele­
gate slate pledged President 
Johnson in South Dakota. ;

The shooting took plage short­
er after midnight-in a kitchen 
hallway to the A#bhSBador Ho-

^^My^God,

Shouted a? W Wt fell to wWASHINGTON-AFRO AMERICAN



-------------------------- L——I The scene was complete pan-1
1 A TEST TV Idemonlum with aides, su^SU 
LA I E j I IV B_^ssf» special security officers, 

INFORMATION waiters, kitchen help and others 
shouting and trying to force 
their way through the crowd, 1 

It was a narrow hallway lined 
with steamtables that were not 
in use, trashcans full of empty । 
soft drink bottles, a big pan of

®Due to the shooting of 
Sen. Kennedy regular pro­
gramming may be . pre­
empted without n o ti c e
during the day. This may 
include the Senators base? 
ball game tonight. silverware and a stack of wait­

er’s trays that finally' were 
— knocked askew in the commo­

tion.
of whom were kicking and beat- No one seemed to know how 
ing him. The hand holding the the gunman got in the kitchen, 
revolver was the only part of the Persons in the ballroom aiid the
gunman reporters could see at adjoining areas were supposed 
first. : to have special passes to get in,

"Don't kill him, don’t kill U Juan Perez, a kitchen’helpei', 
him,” people kept, shouting as'said he was standing across the 
the man struggled to get away steamtable from the gunman be- 
but was kept pinned down by the
huge bulk of lineman Grier. An- -r—--------------- ------ -------- —

S^’SilXX”^ URGES LAW 
decathlon champion who also FOR REGISTERING 
had been involved in the Kenne- far All EIDEADAAC
dy (campaign and who moments 
before had been on the speaker's 
stand with Kennedy.

Grier Grabs Gutf>’
Grier grabbed the gunman’s

F ALL FIREARMS
Sen. Thomas J. Dodd, 

D-Copn., called today for 
“compulsory registration” 
of all guns—a measure far 
stronger than the mild re-

■arm and beat it on a steam table ' strictions on guns in . the
apd finally jyas able.t#,trench 
the gun from his hand.

A few feet away, Kennedy was'

Senate - passed anti - crime 
bill.

A few feet away, Kennedy was' “No words can express 
lying on his back bn thg cement my. Shock and horror—yes 
flo'or. His ’Shirt had been and my shame, that Amer- 
stripped almost off and Mrs. ka should again be the 
Kennedy was stroking his head ‘ — 
and his chest. There was blood less a crime," he said of

scene of sb vile and sense-

oft the senator’s head and a pool 
of-blood was on the floor beside 
hiahead.

the shooting of Sen. Robert

ust beyond the senator 
Schade also lay on his back 
'wih his slim folded over 'his 
chest. Someone was fanning, 
him. 1

F. Kennedy.
‘‘Pious condolences over 

the assassination of an 
American president or a

fore Kennedy dame into the 
’kitchen.

"He asked three or four ’ 
times: “Is Kennedy coming 
through here?.’ ”• Perez said.

Joseph Jones, a waiter, said 
he saw the suspect, too, and that 
he was shuffling some sketches 
on top of the steamtable.

Earl Williman told reporters 
he saw the man with the gun in 
his hand. Williman, who yas 
among those surrounding Kenne­
dy, said he ran around the secu­
rity guards and helped pin the 
gunman.

The suspect was reported to 
have said: “I did it for my coun­
try” after the shooting. He was 
pinned down on the steamtable 
for about 20 minutes before po­
lice armed .with shotguns came 
and took him into,custody..

It was more, than 15 minutes 
before rescue .squadmen T arrived 
and removed Kennedy,.to Cen7 
tral Receiving Hospital, for 
emergency treatment. About 1 
a.m. he was taken to Good Sa­
maritan.

Wounds Described ,
Kennedy *as receiving a sold-; 

tion, described as detrane, ini 
one arm and blood in thh Others 
as ‘ he sVas taken from ' 
Receiving. ■ There' also wer« 
tubes in his mose and an oxygen 
mask over his mouth. ■> I

At the hotel, the scene was oil 
of grief. The celebrants of a feiffl 
hours earlier were huddle® 
around television sets trying1 tl 
find out the senator's conditio™ 
Many of them were crying ana 
many knelt on the red carpetem 
floors and prayed. I

; Lisa Urso, ' a young girl

me; I was standing right behind 
him?" she kept saying oyer 
and over, ' j

Heid Rosary, . .J I
One man who said he was a 

Catholic told reporters he said: 
prayers over Kennedy While he I 
was lying oh the kitchen floor;' 
He said he had a rosary and that . 
Kennedy “took' the rosary and 
my hands. The blood was com-! 
ing from his head and ears;” u I

At Central Receiving HospltbJ 
a priest administered' the lil 
rites of the Roman Cathoil 
Church.
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Negro leader or . over the ^<1 in a red and white Ken! 
attempted assassination of . nedy Girl uniform, sobbed nJ 
"R: Kennedy will no longer controllably as she sat on it 
suffice. If our country is chair in the press room. 1 
not to be regarded by th^j^y couldn’t it have been 
rest of the world as a na­
tion of assassins, we must I 
take the most energetic ac­
tion to put an end to the .
conditions .tjhat today make 
America a land of murder 
and violence.

“I think the time has 
borne . • ■ Go) make regis- 

u^^of all guns coinpul- 
. sory," ,. :h,4
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r As the word of the shooting 
(passed out to the crowd, there 
were cries and moans Ad' 
curses. T

“This country isn’t safe," ope 
person shouted. [

“Oh, no," said a young boy 
who then fell to the floor.

“They don’t understand,” an­
other kept saying.

“What kind at a country is 
this,” another said.

In the kitchen, hotel employes 
scrubbed away the blood.

Norbert Schlei, a former as­
sistant attorney, general when 
Kennedy headed the department 
of Justice, was standing there. 
Someone came up and demandr 
ed to know why there was not 
more security for the senator.
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Little Security ’
Schlei, who has been working 

for Kennedy in the campaign, 
said: “There has been very little 
security in the campaign..He’s 
been through mob Scenes like 
this 50 times.”

Hugh McDonald, a young Ken­
nedy press aide,, stumbled 

: abound the press room in a daze. 
Irr his hands were Sen. Kenne­
dy's shoes. McDonald was sob- 
Mg. He sat downinachair and 
put his head on, a table. Then he 
got up and went back to the 
kitchen and sat down with the 
shoes clutched in his arms. Lat­
er he went to the hospital, still 
sobbing, with the shoes still in 
his hands.

Mrs. Edna Weisel of Green­
belt, Md-, mother of the wound­
ed ABC executive, left early to1 
day io join her son in Los An-1 
geles. Heis a bachelor. '

Before joining the ABC net- ' 
work in 19.51, Weisel was an as­
sistant director, assistant to the 
promotion director, and film edi­
tor-cameraman at Washington’s' 
Ww, television station. He be­
came associate director of the 
ABU news bureaii in 1963. T.

Wkisel is, a native of Washing-1 
ton- and a 1959 graduate ot 
American University, ■ '

WASHINGTON-AERO AMERICAN
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Exhaustive Probe Under Way
By DANA BULLEN

Star Staff Writer
TTr^pening remarks at h^

Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark said 
today that an exhaustive investi­
gation has been launched to un­
cover every aspect of the shoot­
ing of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

“Every lead will be followed, 
no stone will be left unturned,” 
Clark told a press conference in 
the Justice Department office 
occupied by Kennedy when he 
was attorney general.

On the basis of the informa­
tion so far available, Clark said, 
there appeared to be no evi-

press conference, Clark ex­
pressed hope that Kennedy will 
make a “full, speedy recovery.” 

“It seems incredible that an­
other such profound tragedy 
strikes the Kennedy family that

Bar Report Recalled —— —Although Congress a’dde® ^-
Among these, the tribunal 

held, are the right to remain 
silent, to have counsel and to be 
afforded free counsel if unable
to pay for a lawyer.

With regard to press cover­
age, police apalready has suffered so much,” |age, police appeared certain to 

he said. 1 try to avoid a repetition of prac-
FBI in Investigation tices that many experts felt 

could have made it impossible
Clark, recalling his own serv- for Lee Harvey Oswald to secure 

ice with Kennedy while the sena- ; a fair trial following the assassi- 
td- was attorney general, said nation of President Kennedy. J

tempts on the life of a president 
or president - elect to the list,ft 
federal crimes following the as­
sassination of President Kenne­
dy in 1963, sources said United 
States senators are not among 
those federal officials who long 
have been covered fey similar 
federal statutes,
j The steps expected to be fol­
lowed in the present investiga- 

/tion would be the same as in any'

K mnedy had “served justice ... The American Bar Associa-
J i tion, in the wake of press criti- 

u^^^^y. meauor-™ an °\?1S^ tlus | ^ism^contained in the Warren 
ney general, however, made it na‘1™' ■ • 
clear that it was imnnswH» at Clark said the FBI is working

dence of a conspiracy. The attor-
«v/ O*«**uij MWTTGTCJ,t WdUU IL 
clear that it was impossible at 
this point to predict what facts 
investigation of the shooting 
would disclose.

Wirephoto Prints Studied
Wirephoto fingerprints of a 

suspect apprehended at the 
scene of the shooting were being 
scrutinized pending receipt of 
actual fingerprints being flown 
to Washington from California, 
f Noting the difficulty of making 
precise comparison of Wirephoto 
fingerprints, Clark said no idefi- 
tfication of the prints had been 
made so far.

with Los Angeles police to make 
“a full and thorough investiga­
tion of every aspect of this 
case.”

He said author ty for federal 
participation in the investigation 
is contained in sections of the 
1968 Civit Rights Act prov ding 
protention for political activity 
and in the Voting Rights Act of 
1965.

One of the first concerns of 
■police today was to avoid any 
action that might interfere with 
successful prosecution of the 
suspect.

Two immediate concerns were 
to see that evidence would not 
be rendered legally unusable

Commission Report, several 
months ago approved standards 
aimed at limiting the informa­
tion that police and lawyers 
might release in criminal cases.

Among the items that the ABA 
said should be withheld were the1

routine criminal case, ^ 
Reappeared likely that inveii-

1 gators would take great care to 
maintain security around fie 
suspect to prevent an attempt on 
the man’s life.

Everyone participating in the 
investigation is keenly aware of 
the danger of a parallel to the 
events of five years ago when

name and expected testimony ofname ana expecrea testimony oi fxLi^SjijKS®* 
any witness and the result of *>03 
laboratory tests. vw™®.

defendant’s prior criminal
ord, his statements to police, the Wj£* id 
noma O1li4 avnartFo4 Fa&Fimnnv nf : .4

thiby 
ision 
tody.

and that proceedings would not

State Charge Reported Filed
At least initially, it appeared 

that the main investigation into) 
the attack on Sen. Kennedy*, 
would be handled by Los An­
geles police.

A state charge of assault with 
intent to commit murder report-

-„_„,„„___ egal princi­
ples in the United States, a sus­
pect is considered innocent until 
be has been proven guilty into; 
/ourt of law._______________ IJ

edly was filed against the man
create prejudicial p u b 1i c 11 y taken into custody. Murder and 

' problems associated with the attempted murder traditional y
1963 assassination of President have 
John F. Kennedy. t^rai offenses.

>n State nather thanfe t-
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Any statements that might be 
obtained from the suspect would 
have to comply with standards 
announced in the Supreme I 
Court’s 1966 Miranda decision, 
for example.

In this controversial ruling, 
the high court held that a confes­
sion may not be used in evidence 
against a defendant unless he 
was effecHv^y/g^vised of his 
constitutional rights.

THE SUNDAY STAR

THE WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS

SeArCHE^^^^
SERIALIZE£±2//mE&

JUN 17 1968 

, FBI — WASH. F.

WASHINGTON-AFRO AMERICAN



{5 Others Shot
In Los Angeles;
Suspect Held

By PAUL HOPE
Star Staff Writer'

LOS ANGELES — Sen, Robert F. Kennedy was 
shot in the head early today and remained “extremely 
critical” after a team of six neurosurgeons remove! 
most of a ,22-caliber bullet from his brain in a three! 
h' mr, 40-minute operation at Good Samaritan Hospital 
h' re.

: The next 12 to 36 hours—that is, sometime be­
tween mid-morning today and tomorrow night—will 
be “a very critical period,” Kennedy’s press secretary, 
Frank Mankiewicz, announced after the senator was 
transferred from the operating room to an intensive 
care unit.

Meanwhile, a young man held by police here as 
the suspect in the shooting was identified as Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan, 23, of Pasadena. He waS charged with 
six counts of assault.with intent to commit murder.

The shootng took place in a kitchen of the Am­
bassador Hotel, a few minutes after Kennedy left 
a celebration marking his victory in the California 
democratic preferential primary.

Kennedy’s attacker also wounded at least five 
' ither persons. Among these was a Washington mam— 
William Weisel, associate director of the American 

: iroadcasting Corp.’s Washington news bureau. Weiael 
was reported to be in “good shape” after surgery. ’
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1 Dr. Henry Cuneo of the University of Southern 
California Medical School, one of the surgical team 
who operated on Kennedy, was quoted today as say­
ing that it was unlikely that, the senator “will be 
able to recover fully, . . . and (his condition) makes 
it doubtful that he could live.”

This remark, and other dire conclusions sup­
posedly drawn by Cuneo, were reported in an NBC 
television interview^ by Dr. Lawrence Pool, who said 
he had talked with 'Cuneo. Pool is chief of neurosur- 

^e^at-Golumbia-Presbyteriari Medical Center in New 
York.

. Cuneo was quoted as saying that several major 
arteries were severed and Kennedy’s brain suffered 
extensive loss of blond and oxygen, as well as several 
clots. He also suffered injuries to the spinal cord, 
Dr. Pool said.

Pool himself concluded that “the outcome may 
be extremely tragic.” He attributed this to the poten­
tial damage done to Kennedy’s “mid-brain” and the 
“stem" that connects the brain “to. all the rest of the 
body” and influences such functions as arm. and leg 
movement, eye and face movements, blood pressure, 
breathing and even the heart rate. I

Besides the major head wound, Kennedy suffere
Continued on Page A-6, Col. l.

BUTf J^/^^

PAGE_ _ _

THE WASHINGTON POST
& TIMES HERO

... X. THE EVENING star

_ _ _ _  THE SUNDAY STAR

. . . . . . .  THE WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS

_ _ _ _ WASHINGTON-AFRO AMERICAN



Kennedy Extremely Critical 
Bullet in Brain Removed I

f A

W other wounds—apparently ”He lost a c o n s i d e r a b 1 e Mrs.' Kennedy was permittedi ■ ■ J •■ . - ■ . Yoriy said the brother “is talk- 
no serious—in me left shouteamount of blood as a resultmrTcF^ten through the instrument- %™th us” but he did' not‘dis- 
rip- and-rihe in the which entered and tn hear the heartbeat.the dec..de: and’one intheforeheaS?~ff^d#ullet which entered and to hear the he artbeat,, the doc-, 
lip bullet which inflicted the passed through the mastoid bone tors said. "
shoulder injury is lodged “sonib- on the right side of his head, and 1^...^, —; t,L—:D-V 
where in the back of his neck,” some of the fragments of the ’Good Samaritan' 'Hosifitii' at 
blit “this is not regarded as a bullet and of the bone wont to- about 3:12 a.m. (6:12 a.m. Wash- 
major problem,” Mankiewicz’ward the brain stem. • —. .
told newsmen outside the hos- “There may have been an im- 
pital. :: ' . pairment of the blood supply to

Here is the key part of the. the mid-brain, which doctors ex­
medical ; bulletin read by the plained as controlling or at least 
New York senator’s press aide: governing certain of the. vital

“His (Kennedy’s) condition is signs—pulse, heart, eye track, 
described as. extremely critical level of consciousness — al 
The vital signs remain about as though not directly the thinking 
they were except that he is processes.’ _______
nojv breathing . on his. own, “Doctors say that the next 1”.. In addition, Dr. Jam® Poppen' 
where he was not prior to sur- j.qt 36 hours will be a very-critical of the Lahey Clinic in Boston 
gery, although he now has the/period.” \ ' ' . ' was flown here to assist on .'the
assistance oi a resuscitator. / Early in the afternoon; a brief

•'‘All but.one.fragment of the hospital bulletin said Kennedy's 
bullet has been removed froro condition remain unchanged —' 
the head injury. There is’ still “extremely critical” : 
onef bullet apparently some- "Mankiewicz declined to artsw- 
wb< re in the back of his neck, er questions about further medf- 
aftl Hugh this is' not regarded- cdl 'details, except to say that do 
ay I major problem. further surgery was not planned.

^^glso refused to answer ques-

Kennedy went into surgery at 
odd Samaritan' ' Hospital ’ at

iiigton time) after- being moved 
there from Central Receiving

close what he was saying.'
Yorty said authorities di not 

know, what nationality 'the sus­
pect is, but 
lived in Jerusalem at one time.

A police photo of the'suspect 
showed a man with . dark curlyHospital. !____________ .

The actual surgery was per-; hair, dark complexion, pocked 
formed by Drs. Cuneo, Maxwell' face and possible scars on the: 
Ambler of the University pf I «--».«h
California at Los Angeles Medi­
cal School and Nat Downes
Reid of die University of South­
ern. California Medical School,

case. He came in a plane

forehead. He had a- large nosej 
full lips; square chin an'd. bushy 
eyebrows. He wore a< white 
shirt, open at theinetk, and. a 
medium dark wMW^^ 'iif; 1 

Authorities saify the, ji^n fm^
uttered Only one w^d', 
during their fiistteridquh^ 
him- It was severe! hpurs^ne- 
fore- the identification --stag
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tions about the condition of the 
senator’s wife, Ethel, at the mo­
ment.

-, Mrs.. Kennedy at Hospital
Mrs. Kennedy was with the 

senator in the hospital along 
with his brother, Sen. Edward 
M; (Teri) Kennedy, and, other 
membersiof the family;

Mrs. Kennedy was close be­
hind her husband when he was 
shot, .and she accompanied him 
Im an ambulance to the hospital

When -the senator was first 
taken into an emergency roam 
at Central Receiving Hospital, 
attending doctor^ thought he 
was “practically dead.'1 ft was 
reported. They massaged his 
heart, externally, and ^avehim 
adrenalin, 'rtey were preparing 

ito inject adreBalindigslvW 
,fe=waf»tal iW7lewe#l| 
heartbeat win .a stgthosco^, -

made available by Vice Presi­
dent Hubert Humphrey.

Los Angeles Mayor Sam Yorty 
ajinoh>noed the identification of 
sflspeet. . joecuneu a lawyer s services .aw

Yorty and Police- rC h i e f j that point, .po^
Thomas Reddin said identitica-j ‘j
tion was made by tracing the

made. Police said Sudan ihad; 
bien advised of his rights] in-i 
qfuding his right thhave 
i/er before being-questionddrga 
Reclined a lawyer’s-: servieeSbat1

ownership of the murcht weap­on. V

Ymy and Reddin-gaid Sirhan 
was identified by a brother,. 
Munir (Joe) Sirhan, who Ilves 
at" the same Pasadena addresg..

. . WASHINGTON-AFRO AMERICAN



LOS ANGELES—Sirhan B 
shara Sirhan, 23, of Pasaden; 

'l Calif., was charged today wi 
i shooting Sen. Robert F. Ke 
| nedy, Mayor Sam Yorty to 
[ a news conference here.

I
 Yorty said identification 
the suspect was made by tra 
ih^bwnership of the ,22-calib 
pistol used in the shooting.

The mayor, joined by Poli< 
Chief Thomas Reddin, said tl 

> suspect wa$. identified by 
brother, Munir (Joe) Siriiar 

■ who lives at the same addres 
in Pasadena.

I The brother “is talking wit 
us,” Yorty said, but the mayo 
did not disclose what the ma 

( was saying.
Yorty said authorities do no 

[know what nationality the 
isuspect is, but he appanpntlj 
towl in Jerusalem at one ime 
1 Four $100 bills were torn d or 
[Ue man, “with which he(was 
Planning on leaving if he conic 
feet away,”-the mayor said.
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p He Lay There Struck DownV|
Witness Tells ”
Of Blood, Anger

By ROBERT HEALY
Boston Globe Political Editor 

' Copyyrlght, Globe Newspaper Company
LOS ANGELES (AP) — in 

ithat narrow, darkened corridor, 
there was terror, profanity, 
tears, blood and the violence of 
anation.

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy of New 
Yprk had walked down the same 
btek corridor in the kitchen of 
Be Ambassador Hotel just 15 
minutes before. He was in. a 
ghod mood. He had won Calif or- 
nia. And he came over to shake 
my hand. I congratulated him 
and we talked about his big win.

Now, I was standing on a steel 
serving table directly over the 
same place where we had shak­
en hands. He lay there struck 
down by bullets. His right hand 
held a bleeding side. His face 
was white. His eyes were open. 
His lips moved just slightly. He 
did not cry.

: Against the steel serving ta- 
ble; Roosevelt Grier, the huge 
Negro lineman for the Los An­
geles Rams, had the assailant 
pinned. He held tight to the 
man’s right wrist and he 
•mashed it against the side of

!!»

the 
free

-United Press International

The suspect as he was taken from hotel.

serving table. He tried to 
the gun from his hand.

There was this great man, tow­
ering over the small man and 
with all his Strength it took him 
more than a minute to take that 
gun.

Another man, atop the table,

was trying to kick the gunma 
in the face. “Bastard . . . ki 
him,’’ he shouted. And he woui 
have.

Kennedy had waited until hi 
victory was secure in the Cal 
fornia primary before he earn

See EYEWITNESS Page A-2]
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Get Back and Give Him'Air'
I Continued From Page A-l ^ fa„, comndc hpfnro ho AnJaj a dn/ifnr “Get back ar dPage

down to talk to his workers.
A few seconds before he ei

— his speech, I left the television
There was a huge crowd intlwI jiid Went to the door that led to
ballroom. They had waited for
several hours.

About 12:15 a.m. (3:15 EDT) 
the senator’s press aides entered 
the working press room adjoin­
ing the ballroom. They said Ken­
nedy would come in a matter of 
minutes to thank his workers 
and make a statement for televi­
sion.

A big crowd filled the lobby 
outside, and it was decided it 
wouldjbe easier to bring the can­
didate through the kitchen corri­
dor info the ballroom.

Then. Jie senator came. He 
had Been in Malibu during the 
day and picked up a fresh sun 
tan. His. press aide, Richard 
Drayne, preceded him. There 
were few people in the corridor 
—some kitchen workers and 
some television cameramen for- 
warned of his arrival.

a corridor behind the ballroom 
stage and off the kitchen. Kenne-
dy would come off the stage

ictor , .
give him air.’’

They swore and cursed each 
other.

For a few seconds I did not
"J -------j-------  ------- - - —°J notice the struggle directly be-
and walk down this corridor. ■ neath me. Then I looked down

The Moment and saw the gun. Grier held the
I was only a few feet inside 1 assailant and was attempting to 

the corridor, walking toward (take the gun from his hand. The 
Kennedy, when I saw his head, man next to me was shouting,
bobbing in the crowd. We were! 
25 or 30 feet apart. The assailant! 
was between us.

Then there were the shots.
They said there were eight o 

them, Their flash lit up the cor 
ridor. I remember thinking 
there were about five. Thej 
came quickly and I wasn’ 
counting.

Someone said they were fire
crackers. There had been some 
of that in the rally in San FranS hold tl

“Kill him!”
| When Grier finally shook the 

gun from the assailant’s hand, a 
man next to me picked it up, Bill 
Barry and Rafer Johnson, Ken­
nedy’s other two bodyguards, 
scrambled to get the weapon— 
they write afraid the man would 
kill the tunman.

j Then (there was a struggle to
assailant. They did not

cisco’s Chinatown Monday. , 
But there was no mistake} 

about this. Someone had beem 
shot. flKennedy began his speech 

with a remark about the shutout I 
victory that Don Drysdale hadi' u 
just pitched for the Los Angeles I Ple bunched in front of me 
Dodgers. It went over big. ’""n“ "" “

I listened to him speak for a 
few minutes, then walked into 
the press room, because you 
could not hear the senator in the

Kennedy on the floor in the gray, 
light.

People were screaming: “Get

I ran down the corridor. PeM 
' " ' t and M 

jumped on the steel serving ta-d 
ble, past the assailant beneath! 
me on my left, and saw Robert

want to let him go anfi Rol \ 
Grier did not want him killed', 
and said so. They picked the 
assailant up by the l^gs and 
hauled him away from Kenne­
dy- .

A Reluctance
There was turmoil in the ball­

room, Kennedy’s brother-in-law, 
Stephen Smith, went to the stage 
and asked the people to clear the 
room. The assailant was still in 
the corridor behind the stage, 
and so was Kennedy. A doctor 
came in and attended him.

It seemed that the special offi­
cers assigned to the party were 
reluctant to act. They kept away 
from the assassin and it seemed 
a long time before they started 
to take any one of the founper- 
sons who were shot to the Hospi­
tal. I

roar of the crowd. The reception 
was better on the televi 
the pr ssroom.

Ken iedy had said that after 
his « eech he would meet with a 
small group of reporters in the 
workmgjpress room.
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Burial in Arlington Cemetery Saturday 

RFK Succumbs to 
Assassin's Bullet

LOS ANGELES, June 6 (UP11 — Sen. Robert F. 
died early today from massive brainK 

inj

in

s inflicted by an assassin’s bullet, 
his hospital bedside were his wife Ethel, 

_ of his 10 children who is expecting an Uth 
ovember, and Jacqueline Kennedy, widow of 
slain brother. President John F. Kennedy.his___  .

Three of the Kennedy’s eldest children were

ARLINGTON BU .Angeles Police Department, said he a!
Pierre Salinger announced the body of Sen. dirges against Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, 

Kennedy would be flown today to New York City yam-old Jordnian immigrant accused oil 
to lie in State in St. Patrick’s Cathedral. snooting, would be changed to muder.

The body will be taken during the week-end to The Kennedy clan, for whom tragedy' 
Washington for burial in Arlington National Cem- struck repeatedly, rallied around the Senafe?# 
etery. . wife, Ethel.

flown here from their Virginia home in a presi­
dential jet, reaching the hospital about Iwo hours 
before their father died.

Sen. Kennedy, 42, was the third of four brothers 
of the ill-starred family to die a violent death. His 
death left only the yoimgest brother, Sen. Edward 
M. Kennedy of Massachusetts, to carry the politi­
cal tanner of the Kennedy clan.

President Johnson, proclaiming this "a time of 
tragedy and loss,” declared Sunday national 
day of mounting for the slain senator.

Mr. Salinger said plans still were being formu- Mrs. Kennedy was “amazingly Calm” Mid , 
fated but added “I suspect the Senator trill be tremely brave,” according to Msgr.Joseph 
buried in the plot of the late President John F. Truxaw, who said mass and served 
Kennedy.” in the Good Samaritan Hospital chapel for foe

Mr. Salinger said the Saturday mass was bers of the family. .
planned for 10 a.m. Hie train carrying the Sena­
tor’s body to Arlington would leave New York
City at 12:30 p m.
/"The train’s arrival in Washington was sche 

uled for 4:30 p.m. with burial an hour later 
Arlington, he said.

She slept fitfully in a room negr the fifth floc? 
intensive care unit where Sen, Kennedy «gg; 
treated.

Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy flew from New 
in a private jet to be with her fallen br- 
in-law. She was accompanied by Prince Sts 
Radziwiil, husband of her sister. Lee. ■ < ’ •■

Another visitor at the hospital when Mrs. KDeath came to the New York Senator at 1:44
a.m. PDT (4:44 to Washington) 25 hours after he nedy arrived was Mrs. Coretta King, the wki 
was cut down by an assassin’s bullets after jubi- of assassinated Civil Rights leader Martin Li 
lantly proclaiming victory in the Cbtifornia Dem- K^g ■,
ocratti Primary lliat hiumph rocketed hri p^i- ^^n hours after ^ ^year-old Sen, &

±U„PW^ i^^r X ^ entered the hospital, doctors said they J 
the Presidency, an office his older brother Jack „„„'_,._.. j___ tiJAn— — -i*— =— '
relinquished at the hand of an assassin in Dallas, 
Nov. 22. 1963.
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I Sen. Kennedy, suffering irreparable brain dam­
age from a .32 caliber bullet that lodged in his 
ipidbrain, lapsed into a peacefid coma shortly 
after befog felled. He aaver regained conscious­
ness thru the nearly four hour operation ill whi. 
a team of skilled nemosurgeons at Good Samar? 
tan Hospital meticulously picked aH but a tiny 
fragment of the bullet from bis brain.

“He was not able to build back up tissue after 
the trauma of last nigirt and the surgery this 
mornfog,” said Frank Mankiewicz, Sen. Kenne­
dy’s Press Secretary who made the official an­
nouncement.

Sen. Kennedy's son Joseph, 16, was at bis bed­
side when he died. Also with the Senator was 
Msgr. William McCormack of St. Patrick’s Cattie­
dr it; his brother Edward! his sisters, Mrs. Stepe- 
he i Smith and Patricia Lawford; and his broth­
er. n-law and campaign, mnager, Stepehen 
Snfeth.

Deputy Police Chief Noel McQuown of the Los

concerned over his failure to show improver; 
in his ' extremely critical condition.” 

The second medical bulletin noted t
suits of a serie? of tests undertaken by M 
cal team are inconclusive and do not . . 
sLablt improvement in Sen. Kennedy’s 
■'on
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Youngsters wearing "Pray for Bobby" placards stood outside Los 
Angeles' Good Samaritan Hospital yesterday. I

—UPI Photo .­
The diagram illustrates how one of the assassin’s 
bullet penetraated the brain of Sen. Kennedy. Aft­
er entering the right mastoid bone, fragment-: 
cd and particles entered the cerebellum and occi­
pital lobe. All hut one fragment were removcSby 
surgery. Other bullets grazed his forehead and 
struck his neck. 1
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“Life forces — pulse, blood pressure, heat — 
I remain good,” the bulletin said. J

The New York Senator was assisted in his 
breathing by a resuscitator, altho doctors said he 
shewed the ability to breathe without help.

The bullet, which entered the right side of Sen. 
Remedy's head just behind the ear, severed sev- 

” eral major arteries, caused extensive loss of 
blood and oxygen and caused several blood clots 
to form.

. Dr. Henry Cuneo, who assisted in the operation, 
said Sen. Kennedy also suffered injuries to the 
spina! cord, but there was no hospital confirma­
tion of rumons he was paralyzed. ■
. Five other persons were injured in the shooting 
only minutes after Sen. Kennedy spoke to ah 
overjoyed crowd of well-wishers celebrating his 
victory in fe California primary election. The 
wounded, aU in satisfactory condition today, were 
standing near the candidate.

They were: Paul Schrade, a Steelworkers Un- 
• ion official, with a scalp wound; William Weisel. 
( of 2700 Upston-st nw, an ABC-TV newsman, with 

a bullet in the abdomen; Ira Goldstein, p9> a 
radio newsman, Wounded in the back arw leg; 
Mrs. Elizabeth Evans, with a scalp wowy; and 
Irwin Stroll, 17, wounded in the leg-

WASHINGTON-AERO AMERICAN



.Kennedy McLean Homa 
Is Heavily Guarded '3 |

Mie homes of Sens. Robert F. Kennedy and 
Edward M. Kennedy in McLean are heavily 
guarded today by both U. S. marshals and 
Fairfax County police. i

The seven youngest children of Sen. and Mrs. I 
Robert F. Kennedy were inside their home this 
morning, in the care of former astronaut John ; 
Glenn and his wife, who flew back with them ; 
y^terday from Los Angeles. The secretaries <jf 
b< th senators arrived at Robert Kennedy’s home 
H ckory HiU, shortly after 6 a.m. Mrs. Gertrud : 
C^bin, who told a marshal "Ethel is nr' i 
godmother” arrived about 6:30 and was allowed ।
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^lYorty Claims Red Gro^ 
Inflamed Assassin j
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By William Chapman 
Washington Post Staff Writer

—3509 ANGELES, June 6— 
Mayor Samuel W. Yorty, disre­
garding legal advice to cease 
talking publicly about the 
case, claimed today that Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy’s assassin 
had been a Communist sympa­
thizer and was Inflamed by 
Communist and pro-Arab agi­
tation.

“Evil Communist organiza­
tions played a part in inflam­
ming the assassination of Ken­
nedy," Yorty declared in a
press conference.

His public statements today 
and yesterday provoked rising 
controversy and fears that his 
comments would damage the 
case against the 24-year-old 
suspect, Sirhan B. Sirhan.

California Attorney General 
Thomas Lynch cautioned 
Yorty to limit the information 
he divulges. He also praised 
the Los Angeles Police De­
partment for its discretion in 
discussing the suspect.

.Lynch warned that Yorty’s 
comments could result iri cer­
tain evidence being ruled in­
admissible at Sirhan’s trial.

Yorty acknowledged Lynch 
had criticized him during a 
telephone conversation,' but 
added: “I told him that I’m in 
a situation where I have to 
make a judgment about the 
public’s right to know."

Yorty stirred the contro­
versy yesterday by disclosing 
some contents of two note­
books found by police^ in Sir­
han’s home. According to
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Yorty, one notation said that 
“Kennedy must be assassi­
nated before June 5, 1068’ — 
the first anniversary of the 
Arab-Israeli war.

Police and other law offi­
cials were visibly disturbed 
today at Yorty’s comments, 
fearing they would raise a dif­
ficult and unnecessary legal

Sirhan, a native of Jordan, 
came to this country li years 
ago but never has applied for 
U.S. citizenship. He has been 
described by friends as bib 
terly opposed to the State of 
Israel, and wan said to be criti­
cal of Mr. Kennedy’s support 
of Israel’s case against the 
Arab countries.

Yorty got Sirhan’s note­
books from officers at the 
Rampart Police Station 
Wednesday before Police 
Chief Thomas Reddin had 
seen them. Reddin, who de- 

^feto appear w' i.t .B. the1 
Tfayoj^ at the press conference

thia morning, has said the re­
lease of such information 
could be prejudicial and could 
damage the case against Sir- 
han.
. In another development, po­

lice put out a bulletin seeking 
information on a woman in a 
white polka dot dress who, ac­
cording to a witness, left the 
scene of Wednesday’s shooting 
shouting, “We shot him!”

One of Mr. Kennedy's cam­
paign workers, Sandy Serrano, 
20, said she heard the cry and 
asked who had been shot. “We 
shot Kennedy," she said the
woman called back.

[Some other eyewitnesses at 
the hotel told of seeing the 
suspect with -a girl in a white! 
dress earlier in the evening,! 
the Los Angeles Times re­
ported. Some said there was a 
third person, a dark young 
man, with them.

[A spokesman at police 
headquarters stressed, how-1 
ever, that “we don’t think it 
was a conspiracy at this time.”:

['T would calculate there 
must have been 20 women, 
there with polka dot dresses,”' 
he said. But, he added “we are 
not going to throw anything 
into the wastebasket.”] 
hurdle in what seemed to 
them an open-and-shut case.

After Yorty continued di­
vulging information on the 
suspect, a police official de­
clined to comment, saying,; 
“We’ve got to save something: 
—at least something—for the 
jury.” |

The national legal profes-, 
sion has displayed mounting!
concern over the pre-trial re-1 
lease of information on a crim­
inal suspect, and Los Angeles' 
police have been careful to 
limit their comments to a few 
bare facts on Sirhan. ।

The American Bar Associa­
tion’s new rules now warn 
prosecutors to release only 
such essential information as 
a suspect’s name, the charges' 
against him, and limited: 
amount of identification mate­
rial. Reddin generally has fol­
lowed that rule. I

The most celebrated case ® 
olving pretrial publicity was 
when the Supreme Court 
ordered a MM 
uei SHeppairdi' W iOpyemild! 
physician convicted1 of taur- 
dering” Mb wife, the publicity 
in Cleveland newspapers prej­
udiced the Sheppard jury, the. 
Cbwt held. Sheppard # Sc-

press ’ conferences ■ Yorty
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in the Ambassador Hotel 1 
kitchen. But, police said, the J 
employe was at a hospital with 5

^ned the notebooks showed wheSwSirhan jived with his and a sprained left both from a horse while working as 
^ W!«rt?as a “Communist mother and two brothers. No suffered. Pitchess said, in the in^exercis*^^*' 
sympathizer.” But the Mayor search warrant was obtained, course of his arrest, He is uii- the automobile
acknowledged he had nd proof the ACLU maintained. der care of Dr. Marcus Cra- ^ ™“thai. iti „ j a a [
ithe suspect had been affiliated Police officials said no war- han, the jail psychiatrist, who ^ heioneedS to an emolove
with any sort of subversive rant is needed if someone in “possibly” is also guying Mm t^ lmbassa^r Hotel
j organization. the family gave permission for psychiatric examinations, Pit- m the Ambassador Hotel
' Al Wirin, chief counsel of the search and said permission chess said.
the American Civil Liberties had been received from the sirhan, who was told of » h the shootine 0 
Union of Southern California, suspect’s brother Abel. Kennedy's death today, has ac- ™.™ w“" ,^°™S 
said today that Sirhan has de- Reddin has said yesterday ceSs to newspapers and books th * ^ ®" cIwef ®e“in ™ 
nied affiliation with any Com- that a warrant would be ob- and gets occasional exercise J6 “P” SheT^o* H
■munist-oriented organizations, tamed in this extraordinary m toe corridor, accompanied S d0Xj J ^ S
Wirin has interviewed him case, regardless of whether by two guards. llce official said the key may Itwice in'toe Los Angeles permission was obtained in when sirhan was arrested a^ly^ to another I
County jail while offering him advance. he had $400 in his pocket and a * s
legal aid. Sirhan remained in the Los a key t0 a Chrysler automo- Arah Students Denv *' I

Police said Sirhan has not Angeles County jail today. He bile. yorty has speculated this „ StuaeniS ueny 
been traced to any subersive has been scheduled to appear suggests the suspect may have Sirhan Wag Member I.
organization. at a pre-trial hearing Monday been “thinking of leaving” the The organization Of' Arab ?

Yorty also revived a proini-morning. Los Angeles area after the students in toe UIS.A and I
nent local rumor in saying . However, the County grand shooting. There also was spec- Canada denied yesterday re- 
that Sirhan’s car once was Jury ha® agreed to hear evi- ulation the $400 may have been ports that Sirhan Bishara Sir- ( 
spotted parked near a building hence in the case Friday morn- a payment by someone else han was ever a member of toe. ? 
where toe local W.E.B. DuBois ^5- District Attorney Evelle J, for toe shooting. organization; ' , | , I
Club was holding a meeting. Younger said he will seek a Later lt was confirmed gir. The group was established
The DuBois clubs have been murder indictment. He will han had recently won a court in 1952 to further Arab-Atner- >
cited as subversive by the U.S. call 17 witnesses and present judgment from Holly wo o d ican friendship and to teip ।
Attorney General’s office. “every bit of evidence on toe Park race track in connection Arab students adjust to aca- I

Yesterday, Chief Reddin autopsy,” he said. with a suit filed after he fell demic life away from home, |
said that a car to which Sir- The suspect is being held ._________________________________ :_________ . - “ ’
han once "had access” was under $250,000 bond and is -
spotted near toe building on a being represented by a County ‘
night when toe club was meet- public defender, Richard '
ing. Buckley. The ACLU was mak-

Yorty, under questioning by jng arrangements to retain a 
reporters, agreed that it is not private attorney. The ACLU 
known whether the car was also arranged police protec- 
Sirhan’s. The Mayor had no tion for Sirhan’s family, 
evidence that the suspect was Sirhan is being held in a 
using the car that night or remote, windowless 9-by-12- 

1 whether he was in the build- foot cell in the jail’s medical

DATE..
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ing. “We have no evidence 
placing him at the meeting,” 
Yorty said.

Yorty contended that the 
notebooks contained writings 
Showing that Sirhan was sym­
pathetic to communism, 
"whether Russian or Chinese.”

Alked how he thought Sir- 
han I could have been “in- 
flanAd” by both Arab nation­
alism and communism, Yorty 
replied, "Both the Commu­
nists and Arabs are anti-Is- 
rael.” He also cited reports of r 
Union.

With the exception of Yor- 
ty’s remarks, civil libertarians 
here have been generally com­
plimentary of the police work 
in Sirhan’s case. He was care­
fully advised of his legal 
rilghts arid was permitted to be 
In terv jeweld by the ACLU al­
though he had said he did not 
want a lawyer, ACLU attor­
ney s said today. .

However, the ACLU W 
Raised a question about the 
procedure used by police in 
searching the Pasadena home

ward. He is guarded constant­
ly by six deputies — one in 
the cell, one watching through 
a porthole, and four patrolling 
the corridor outside

Sheriff Peter Pitfess said 
eight to 12 telephpiie callers 
have threatened to kill Sirhan 
or his guards. •

Sirhan is under treatment 
for a broken left index finger
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Tie Intricate

SirhanSirhan
^ 1968. London Sunday Times

The indictment against 
nim is the more shattering 
for its formality; that he did 
murder “Robert Francis 
Kennedy, a human being ” 
and attempt to murder the 

victims in that 
hotel kitchen.

Case No A233421, the peo­
ple of the State of California 
vs, Sirhan Bishara Sirhan 
. *s aJery special case," said 
the district attorney.

But is Sirhan a very spec­
ial person? Was it private an­
guish that moved him; and, 

so, what fed his hatred?
Or is he linked with the num- 
oerless groups of extremists 
and fanatics in America or 
the Middle East?

Since the news reached 
Israel at 8:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday that the man ac- 
cuseti of the assassination 
was Jerusalem-born, the Is­
raeli Secret Service has 
been trying to discover if 
any fanatical Arab under­
ground movement was be­
hind the killing. So far, 
agents have drawn a com­
plete blank.

Their main lead was Sir- 
i m«TS«falher’ Bishara da­

rnel! Sirhan, who lives in a 
modest home at the vlUage 

ail)ell> near Jerusalem.
When the father opened up, 
he was asked first to identify 
himself and then to answer 
questions on his family and 
particularly his son Sirhan.

“Why are you asking me ' 
about my son?” he .asked.

“You’ve heard the news 
about Senator Kennedy?”

“Yes."
“Well, the man who is ac­

cused of shooting him is your 
son Sirhan.”

■When the mother became 
strongly drawn •rtS=TKg* Je­
hovah’s Witnesses. A ver­
sion of events, given by peo­
ple who know the family, is 
that after the breakup, the

Mr, Sirhan collapsed. “He 
is such a good boy; he was 

THE WASHINGTON P ?I*ays a ^ boy, all his 
& TIMES HERALD ^‘^/f he

nuu Kept on repeating when he
recovered.
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1 sect helped the mother to go 
1 to America in 1957 with Sir- 

han, two of his brothers and 
his sister.

The father apparently 
started divorce proceedings 
through a Greek Orthodox 
court, but s t o p p e d them 
some months later and de­
cided to join, his family in 
America. Other friends 
claim that the passage, also, 
was assisted by the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.

The father’s present re­
lationship with the sect is 
unclear. The Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses have been banned .in 
Jordan for nine years, but 
they still proselytise fierce­
ly. According to the Mukh­
tar of Taibeh, the father is 
supported by the sect— 
though why, is unknown.

According to Mukhtar Mu’ 
addi, it was money from the 
sect that helped the father 
build his new ten-room stone 
villa in Taibeh overlooking 
groves of-almond and olive 
trees—a house that must 
have cost around $12,000.

AU this, the father denies, 
But on the table in his sit­
ting room, he has a religious 
tract in Arabic, “Solving 
the International Crisis,” 
and this is believed locally 
to be published by the Je­
hovah’s Witnesses. And in 
his Bible he has marked in,' 
blue, pencil a passage in Exo­
dus, Chapter 3, which the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses consid­
er crucial He says he did 
this sb that, when talking to 
Other villagers, fee can quick­
ly find the passage giving . 
“God’s real name, the name 
he wants to be called by.” ,

Background of' Tension

But America took the J 
young :Alihan. Frjm the 
backstreets of Jerusalem, he 
wds hurled into the maeh j 
strom of Los Angeles. What 
happened to him? Whatl 

■ might have wprped the 
bright, introspective, toother- 
dominated boy Of 12?

Menninger’s classic de-1 
scription of paranoihsays:

“A feeling of being slight- ,
ed favors the secret ,
nurturing of Ideas of great . 
power ... Such an indi­
vidual may come into oon- 
flict with the law) either as ; 
a direct actionist (e.g. mur- । 
der) or a petitioner <(la.w 
suits), a development which ) 
he regards as the natural ■ 
outcome of his great butuh-- j 
recognized importance, ^d/ 1 
of the envy afctd malice,of art ■! 
indifferent world. 1
prgssive fa.cd.de ^ ;iiffi‘. । 
ableness, earnestness and j 
‘normalilty’ may cloak^th^ j 
psychopathology tb-, it w; I 
arming degree . .. ”

The Pasadena pplice k^pt f 
. a “red flag file’’.oniteirhah. • 
, All it meant ^ W, BS,' 

ever got wwkMf; 
had a file they could puflpbt' 
which listed ev^hontgetii 
he had with the. law; We 
have seen the file, and^allit 
proves is that Sirhan -jvas a ' 
boy who was 
and had been onthera^31 
trouble a few tim< 
really getting iffta

There Are no 
charges,' pnly'^ 

. logue , of "
Twice he report 
stolen: once'^

So Sirhan coines from a .’I ,.
background of ten^L., „'g 
home broken largely by^di^ 
agreements over . 
trine of a-Somew 
deal sect. The j 
Beses may'ript’E0 
he
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, landed in blew York on Jan; 
12,1957, with his mother, hi^ 
sistir Aida—who died Off!

i can®r last year—and three!' 
brothers; Sharif, Adel andL 
Murder (the fourth, Said 
Allah, arrived in I960).

The father, who' joined 
them a few months later, 
stayed in New York, where 
he foifnd work as a plumber, 
and the mother took the 
children to California, 
where she got a job as a 
children’s nurse.

But the father stayed in 
America for only three
years, and lived with his 
family .in Los Angeles for 
only a short part of that 
time. He says he came back 
to Jordan to look after his 
mother, aged as far as any­
one can tell about 90, who 
had fallen ill but refused to 
go to America.

According to the Mukhtar, 
the parents' plans for a di­
vorce were abandoned un­
der the children’s influence 
and they decided on separa­
tion. That was when the 

. father returned, first to 
Jerusalem and later to 
Taibeh. Meanwhile, in Los 
Angeles, Mary Sirhan, the 
mother, settled her family. 

' She rented a white wooden 
bungalow in the only mix­
ed neighborhood in Pasa- 

, dena, an aging suburb of 
Los Angeles.
A-Grades in High School

Sirhan went to the John 
Muir High School, an excel- 

| lent school, and did well. He 
| had A grades, he was on the 
1 -Student council for his last 
, two years—he even. joined 

the Officer Cadet Corps. 
'Shen he went on to Pasa­
dena pity College, a distinct­
ly,second-rate Institution. By 

। ■all accounts he was a serious 
Student. Here is what his 

■ contemporaries say about
Wif

' " 5a taciturn individual 
i, dfd not say Very much 
; ; t. Jhe^tfei really pleasant, 
. but hard to get td Mbw .

Whnd scrawny, 
but always so neat The

I other kids came to school 
in wt shirts and -jeans, hut Sibhah always afk 1

liant. He was Btudyin 
Stan when everyph 
was studying Eng 

dish - - •
i^pU-ipannered,

The details are-missing, 
but senses a Itij^n 

'boy who jfcms io 
, make, good is dragged back 
by bad company. FOrSirhatil, . 
■the bad company skeins to ' 
have included at least tU'd । 
of his brothers — the broth; 
ers the 7-year-old Sirhan had 
so desperately wanted to 
beat.
The brother with whom Sir­

han bought the gun, Munir, 
was well-known as “Joe” in 
half-a-dozen seedy Holly­
wood night clubs frequented 
by Arabs and other immi­
grants from the Eastern
Mediterranean.

This world of the Holly­
wood night spots exercised 
its pull on Joe early: several 
times he ran away from 
school. Police thought he had 
been “shacking up with old­
er chicles" and he has subse­
quently been up on a nar­
cotics charge involving mari­
juana.

Another brother, Sharif, 
got into more serious trou­
ble, according to Pasadena 
police. .He got a year on pro­
bation for attempted mur­
der: a lenient sentence, con­
sidering he is said to have 
sawed through the brakes Of 
his girl friend's car.

Even before he left the 
City College, Sirhan was 
earning a few dollars as a 
groom and exercise boy at 
the race track at Hollywood 
Park. After he left,' he wept
to work there as an exencise 
boy, walking horses to [cool 
them off after trainingf Ap­
parently he wanted to fee a 
jockey, a despairing dream, 
for at 126 pounds and 5-foot 
six fag was, a little big.

Oh Sept. 25, 1966, he was
thrown from a horse and in­
jured. Later Sirhan claimed

th£t this fall had damage 
hit eyesight. His suit was 
settled out of court for $1100. 

almost a' year after [hat 
he seems -to have been but 
of work. Finally, last Sa> . 
tember he got a job as de­
livery boy1 at a health food , 
store in Pasadena. He1 was 
paid $2 an hour. His boss, a 
Dutch f o r in e r resistance 
fighter, trusted him with 
large’amounts of money, but. 
ultimately found him &pos-

the line.
, One of Los Angeles’ lead­

ing psychiatrists suggested
’ that Sirhan was an interest- 
i ing case because (his latent 

hatred of authority—a Freu­
dian might say this had- 
something to do with his 
support of his mother 
against his father in the 
long marital struggle—was 
reinforced by his ideolbgical 
attitudes. ,

What are Sirhan’s atti­
tudes? How did America 
crystalize the emotiolis of 
the young Arab imigrant? 
Mayor Sam Yorty of Los 
Angeles, a vehement anti­
communist, claims • that 
Sirhan was pro-Communist, 
arcjUiBScifically asserts that 

‘hiscar, an elderly pink De

Mayor Yorty' blurted out, 
and‘the police

’ firmed, that' wfe’"® 
. searcitad theJS^^

hbuise 
found /tkd 
leaf ®

the race track, at the health wrote—abouxu 
.the police-w

cpmtemporaries, all of 
whom said that he’ was

food store.

America—in a world where
Arabs keep their head# arms todsrae 
above the black ghetto with ‘ cimwii’^ 
difficulty, while Jews are the first anp 
among the wealthiest com- humiliating 
muidties in the world—any ' which' put' 
Arab with the faintest ten- home into 
dency to paranoia might Israel ': • 
hav) a feeling that the en- 'w-“
emy was closing in.

Soto, had been, parked out­
side- meetings, dfH!nmu-> 
bois Club piL ^8f&yp<j^^ 
sions. , ' ’ Ji«'M

The DuBois Clubba^teOT( 
identified by the FBI. as* a 
Communist front, biit thefe ! 
is some( doubt whether it'; 
has actually held any meet-! 
ings in Los' Angeles in the 
last three years. Mrs. Dor- । 
othy Healey, me vety forth­
right secretary of the • Qpih- * 
munist Party here, dismiss-? 
es. Forty’s suggestion as' 
“typical of an opportunist 
politician who wants .to get; 
his name in the news.’’ .^W .

She said she hads pe’rsph-’ 
ally checked Sirhan’s. name 
with several of1 (her iyojin^; 
left-wing Me^'i Mffii 

checked with1

in America, in fact, those 
who knew Sirhan remem­
ber virulent outbreaks of

What h»( 
last decisiy

strongly anti - Communist
.anp anti-Semitic. i

At'every stage of his life

That appears to have been . ipust be a 
America’s main contribution Jude 5. 
to Sirhan’s development. In F. tKennet

anti-Semitism—at school, at



Sirhan Under 24-HourGuard; 
Judge Bars Case Comment

LOS ANGELES (UPI)-Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan, the accused as­
sassin of Sen. Robert F. Kenne­
dy, remained under constant 
surveillance yesterday as Ken­
nedy was buried in Arlington 
National Cemetery.

The 24-year-old Jordian immi­
grant was kept in the bullet­
proof second floor cell of the 
hospital section of the Los An­
geles County jail where he was 
taken following Kennedy’s shoot­
ing in the Ambassador Hotel.

An unarmed deputy was con­
stantly in the room with him and 
an armed guard watched 
through a plastic peephole in the 
door.

After a brief appearance at 
arraignment Friday when he 
was formally charged with Ken­
nedy’s murder, Sirhan was 
whisked off under maximum po­
lice protection and under a man­
datory order from Superior 
Court Judge Arthur A. Alarcon 
that no witnesses, officers, attor­
neys or public officials comment 
publicly on the case. <

Mrs. Mary Sirhan, the sus­
pect’s mother, had been invited 
by A. L. Wirin, the head of the 
Los Angeles branch of the Amer­
ican Civil Liberties Union, to at­
tend the arraignment but she did 
not appear.

expressed the wish to see Sirhan 
or whether the accused man had 
asked to see his mother or any 
other relatives. .

He said that as of yesterday 
he and the public defender’s rep­
resentatives were the only ones 
who had visited Sirhan.

Sirhan was not scheduled to 
appear in public until June 28 
when a plea is to be entered on 
his behalf by the public def­
ender’s office.

Judge Alarcon also appointed 
two psychiatrists to examine the 
defendant and advise the de­
fense in determining whether to 
enter an insanity plea.

Three Women Released
Los Angeles police questioned 

and quickly released three wom­
en who voluntarily appeared, 
each saying she believed she 
was the "girl in the polka dot 
dress" sought after the shooting 
early Wednesday morning.

A Kennedy volunteer worker 
had said such a woman ran from 
the hotel saying "we shot him” 
minutes after the senator was

fatally wounded. The police 
investigation was continuing on 
every lead but officers said pri-' 
vately there was no reason to’ 
believe any conspiracy existed.!

The order issued by Judge 
Alarcon was the most far reach­
ing edict ever issued in assuring, 
the rights of a defendant and 
attempting to avoid trial preju-i 
dice, according to Los Angeles 
lawyers.

It said: ^
"It is the order of this court 

that no party to this action, nor 
any attorney connected with this 
case as defense counsel or as, I 
prosecutor, nor any other-attor-1 
ney, nor any judicial officer or 
employe, nor any public official,: 
including but not limited to any? 
chief of police nor any sheriff, 
nor any agent, deputy or em­
ploye of any such persons nor 
any grand juror, nor any wit-1 
ness having appeared before the | 
grand jury in this matter, nor 
any person subpoenaed to testify 
at the trail of this matter ®ail I 
release or authorize the release .) 
of any purported extra jujical ? 
statement of the defendant.’^ ' ]

THE WASHINGTON POST 
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Messages to Family
Wirin has visited Sirhan daily 

in his jail cell, he said, and has 
sent messages from Sirhan to 
his mother and other members 
or the family.

A representative of the public 
defender’s office has been ap­
pointed to represent Sirhan m 
preliminary hearings but Sirhan 
has asked Wirin to secure the 
services.of a top_attorney for the

Wirin declined to say whether 
any member of the family had
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Who's to Choose Sirhon's Lawyer?
Its Angeles, June 13 (UPII — Sirhan B. Sirhan, awaiting trial ton 

charges he assassinated Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, pored over books 
on occultism in his heavily-guarded jail cell while outside contAr 
versy swirled over who would represent him in court.

The 24 year-old native of Jordan was scheduled to enter a plea 
June 28 in the courtroom of Superior Judge Arthur L. Alarcon to 
charges he killed Sen. Kennedy and tried to kill five other persons.

Sirhan told A. L. Wirin, attorney for the American Civil Liberties 
Union, that he wanted two “big name” lawyers to defend Irim 
rather than Public Defender Wilbur Littlefield, whom the court
appointed.

Mr. Wirin said “a number of attorneys” had agreed to serve 
without fee, but declined to name them. He also said Sirhan did not 
want the services of famed attorneys, Melvin Belli and F. Lee 
Bailey, neither of whom had volunteered.

The bearded ACLU attorney said Sirhan agreed to let the Los 
Angeles County Bar Association select his attorney, but the Bat 
Association said it had not agreed to do so and indicated it would 
not do so unless requested to. by the court.

|Mr. Winim also said Sirhan had asked'him to serve as his.Lawler. 
Bst the attorney said the. ACLU’s interest in the case was onmtc 
s® that his constitutional right to counsel was upheld. 1

THE WASHINGTON POST 
& TIMES HERALD

THE EVENING STAR

THE SUNDAY STAR

THE WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS

WASHINGTON-AFRO AMERICAN



WASHINGTON CLOSE-UP

^n Assassin's Pathologic Trail
By JUDITH RANDAL

Lee Harvey Oswald and Sir­
han Bishara Sirhan, despite 
their apparent differences, are 
brothers under the skin.

Wbat matters more than 
that one was born in New Or­
leans and the other in Jerusa­
lem—or that one fleetingly ad­
mired Russia, while the other 
i s fanatically pro-Arab—is 
their underlying psychological 
parallels.

Strip away the variables of 
heritage and education; they 
are largely irrelevant. Focus 
instead on the constants—the 
unremitting blows to the spirit 
and marginal gratifications 
from society that both young 
met experienced from early 
infancy. Either man could
havl been the Other—almost . 
as X they had been given in­
terchangeable names.

David Rothstein, a psychia­
trist who served as consultant 
to the Warren Commission, 
has studied many men who 
have threatened the lives of 
presidents. He traces the evo­
lution of the mind of an assas­
sin to family situations where 
the father is either weak or 
absent and the mother has 
emotion a l disabilities that 
deny the child both male iden- 

! tity and the opportunity to ma­
ture. Most such women have 

, severe feelings of inadequacy 
and rejection which they dis­
place in some fashion and pass 
along to their sons.

This, of course, discribes 
®annjuth^ But with Oswald 
and Sirhan, the description is 
particularly gerhW/

! Oswald's father died before 
hisfcon’s birth. Marguerite,!^ 
mother, meyer could admit

। ^W j0w’MsjM^..iM^W^
M

the Marine Corps and his tern- • largely motherly attributes;
porary defection to Russia 
where he married a Russian 
girl.

Sirhan’s life story is a varia­
tion on the theme. His father 
is still living, but is said to be 
a volatile man who beat his 
children when they were 
small. He has been separated 
from his family for many 
years.

Mary Sirhan, the mother, 
has managed to keep the chil­
dren together, but .in pillar- 
to-post circumstances and an 
atmosphere of religious fanati­
cism that has brewed constant 

, discord. At least two of Sir- 
han's brothers have been in 
trouble with the law.

Furthermore, the crime of 
which Sirhan is accused stems 
almost inevitably from a tan­
gled network of causes. Yet 
his mother claims he is “a 
good bby” and insists that if 
he has changed, it is because 
of having injured his head in a 
fall from a horse.

Much has been made of the 
part rebellion against authori­
ty plays in assassination at­
tempts. On looking over the 
evidence, the rebellion is of a 
very special kind. John Fitz­
gerald Kennedy and his broth­
er, Robert Francis, were, as 
president and presidential can­
didate, symbols of command 
and power, Still, neither had a 
style that was harsh or repres­
sive. Indeed, their identifica­
tion with the underprivileged 
was a mainspring of their ap-
Peal- , u -

Why, then, should they be 
the target of assassins? Per- 

»l haps because of these very 
ig qualities of compassion and 

. concern. . .
m Although lodged in tire per- 

son of the president, these are

the evening star
Page ft dilate ^ z 3,6 ^
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Any man who .has grown up; 
dependent on an emotionally 
unhealthy woman unconscious 

' ly both hates and loves her. Al 
president or would- 
be-president may represents 
the mother-figure an assassin- 
longed for, but never had. 1$ 
should not be surprising, if he 
despises "her” as well. y

At the same time, the Key. 
nedys represented all that 
many youths want to be them­
selves. Oswald, according to 
the testimony of his wife, Ma­
rina, dabbled in fantasies of 
gaining importance on the in­
ternational scene and becom­
ing “A prime minister." Sir­
han, who was in fact an able 
student, dreamed of a brilliant 
university career, but was 
forced instead to settle for me­
nial jobs. Both Jack and Bob­
by were known to be loving । 
fathers, a status neither Sir­
han nor Oswald knew anything 
about. This embarrassment of 
masculine riches may have 
been more than either of thfem 
could bear.

. Some will dismiss this dis-, 
cussion as dangerous larm- 
chaSr psychoanalysis. Ip the 
sense that it stresses thelpath-
ology of individuals aid ig-; 
notes the, responsibility of so-; 
ciety, their criticism is just. 1

It really is only happen­
stance that Lee Harvey Os-, 
wald and Sirhan Bishara Sir­
han seem to have been caught 
in the act. Given the conspira-| 
cy of forces abroad today—, 
the hatred, theviolence, the 
self-righteousness, the callous­
ness, the confusions of identity 
and loyalty, the refusal to See 
the other fellow’s point of vie^' 

f— the names of potential as­
sassins are legion. ft.;

©1»« 1 ' , ? ■



Witness Saw
Smiling Girl
Beside Sirhan
LOS ANGELES (UPI)-A 

dark-haired girl in a polka dot 
dress was standing smiling next 
to Sirhan Birshara Sirhan mo­
ments before the Jordanian im­
migrant stuck a gun only inches 
away and fired three bullets into 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, accord­
ing to grand jury testimony.

A waiter standing a few feet 
from the assassination scene

Last-Minute Change Settled Kennedy's
Doom. Page A-4

said Sirhan had a “sick 
looking smile on his face" as he 
ptood on a tray stacker with 
coasters^ beside the girl in a pan­
try leading to kitchen of the Am­
bassador Hotel.

Vincent Thomas Di Pierro, the 
Waiter, told the grand jury he 
did not see the girl after the 
shooting.

A Kennedy campaign worker, 
Sandy Serrano, 20, previously 
had told police she. saw a woman 
in a polka dot dress run out onto 
a courtyard of the hotel early 
June 5 shouting, ‘ ‘We shot him."

Miss Serrano said she asked 
who had been shot and the wom­
an replied: "We shot Kennedy.” 
Miss Serrano did not appear be­
fore the grand jury which indict­
ed Sirhan for murder. •

Deputy Police Chief Robert 
Houston said yesterday an all- 

ints bulletin was still out for 
T^ 273-page transcript of the

See SIRHAN, Page A-5
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u. 
g- Sirhan: Witness Saw Girtin Mi Dots

y Continued From Page A-l 
Igrand jury .proceedings, made 
available yesterday, contained 
the testimony given in secret 
last Friday by 25 witnesses and 
other persons investigating the 
slaying of the 42-year-old Kenne­
dy.

Other testimony said:
• There was a change in the 

last 10 seconds of Kennedy’s
’ route from the Embassy Room, 

where he had addressed a jubi­
lant crowd of 1,800. It led him 
through the kitchen area toward . 
the Colonial Room set aside for ■ 
the working press,

• Kennedy was shot three 
times, not twice as earlier 
thought. The fatal bullet pene­
trated his brain. Another bullet 
entered his right armpit and a 
third struck half-an inch below ‘ 
the second.

• Coroner Dr. Thomas Nogu­
chi said powder burns indicated 
the murder gun was fired not 
mote than two Or three inches 
from Kennedy’s right ear.

• The crowd around Kennedy 
Sit and cursed the assassin and , 
appeared to be hying to kill 
him.

• Sirhan practiced firing a .22 
। ■ caliber pistol at a target before 
i the slaying.
i Di Pierro, who said he was a 
I part-time waiter, said he was 

four to Six feet awa^ when Ken­
nedy was shot.' He .said he had 
noticed the girl land Sirhan 

. standing on the tray stand.
, “He looked as though be either 

talked to her or flirted with her 
because she smiled,’’ DI Pierro 
testified. “Together they were 
both smiling.”'
..As Sirhan ‘stepped down the 

four inches from the stand to the 
J a floor, IS was smfling. In fact, 

[ 1 the jninute the first two shots 
a were fited, he.stilf had a very 
I sick-Iooking smile on his face,’’ 
V the waitersaiu, .

^Associated press

as being in the Embassy-Room, son, manager of the hotel’s food 
wearing polka dot dresses/the and'beverage department.
night of the victory celebratibn. Edward Alinasian, the banquet 

captaim ^it was decided to 
io tot the 'Colonial Room, where 
mess ^headquarters were set up.

__ „ ______ .. ., /‘‘Soothe.’.last minute —- .it 
ground director for ihe lisf& wiildn’t'diave'lasted more than 

f ~^'i-^-^gft^e(toiute ’^ — the whole 
> turn right,” he

AM were released.
Sirhan Seen With Gup ^A 

Henry A, .Carreon,1 a. play-

geles City schbols/said^^aw- 
Sirhan the day before the1 slay­
ing at a tar get.practice rang" ‘" 
San Gabriel., ■ . ^.

He said Sirhan was 'shog 
‘ ‘very- rapidly’’witha -^k 
pistol. He 
bullet casihgs, yere uon' 
ground around;Sirhah. f'^?

Thomas Di Pierro, a waiter at the Ambassa­
dor Hotel, stands at the shot where he wit­
nessed Sen. Robert Kennedy being shot.

“I would , never forget -what 
she looked like because she had 
a very good-looking figure 
and the dress was -----  
... .. it looked like H

; ^ si

tv

Carreonhadigoneto tlje 
with a friendj-DSvid Mon 
an expert: outguns/®’*^1 
harPasked him:\t 

“Howhdoi youfibl 
get bettefaccutacL 
gun doesn’t have’?

। Do ypu hold if1^ 
is definitely strSighi 
it or db^ou ,lij@

_ / slender and 
ernains - under con- 

ppce: in a heavily 
|l!<|t Central Jail, 

ed to plead to the 
June '28.1 ■

mer, feishara Sir- 
^^1^ in the vil- 
^^)e^lear, Jerusalem, 
a^®terday he may 

estates to see 
did .has applied 
jto governor 
visit Amman,

of'.amBi' 
contained 
lets, a, 
different 
strikes'an o

Other this 
jury testinil

, JOBOS P; 
in the Am 
was;.:

'.,. at a

r4W 
d’ at the Aih 
corted'K 
of the* E

He sajd the girl’s face w^ 
not particularly pretty.

.,„ . Di Pierro did #teM®S®
kind of W. after the shooting. , \ 7 ' j®‘ a
twasawhite Detectives have' |lM^iiiave;

^pgey.from a- bank
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Other Sirhan Trips Reported
Reuters

' The State Department said 
yesterday it had no Informa- 

I tion that Sirhan Bishara Sir- 
, han, the accused killer of Sen. 

Robert F. Kennedy, made 
two trips to the Middle East 

i after he emigrated to the 
■ U.S. in 1957.

A story in the London 
• Evening Standard yesterday 

said Sirhan had traveled to 
i the Middle feast in 1964 and 

1966, This information varies 
■ from that obtained during the 
, investigation into Sirhan’s past 
; after the Kennedy assassina- 

tion.
“The Informatton we pres- 

■’ ently have is that he came to 
' the United fctates in 1957 with 
• his family, po far as we have 
, been able Ito check, there is 
; no information he left or re- 
, turned,” a Department spokes­

man said.
[A spokesman for the U.S. 

Immigration and Naturaliza­

tion Service seconded this by 
declaring: “Our records show 
Sirhan came here In 1957 and 
has been here ever since."

[However, resident aliens, 
such as Sirhan, are given the 
form 151 “green card" for 
identification and can.use it 
to leave the United States for 
periods up to a year without 
need of a re-entry permit.

[The Immigration Service 
says returning resident aliens 
are listed on ship and plane 
passenger manifests and they 
are asked to fill out re-entry 
slips on returning. Those 
familiar with the Immigra­
tion Service’s paper work, say 
the files often leave some­
thing to be desired.]

The Standard’s story said an 
Arab government, which it did 
not name, had uncovered 
“startling new evidence’’ on 
the background of Sirhan.

The story said the Arab gov­
ernment records showed that

Sirhan came to the U.S. in 
1948 when he was four and re­
turned to Jordan in 1957 where 
he was married at the age of 
13.

He returned to the U.S. in 
1957 and his wife followed him 
three months later, the story 
said.

In 1964 he spent seven 
months in the Middle East, 
four of them in Damascus, Sy­
ria. The records do not show 
where eh was for the remain- 
where he was "for the remain­
ing time, it was said.

He was reported to have 
spent even longer in the,Mid­
dle East in 1966, including five 
months in Cairo, according to 
the story. . _

The story said the Arab gov­
ernment is convinced of the 
accuracy of its records and is 
sending its information to the 
FBI. —

[The Los Angeles Times 
said the London paper story 
is refuted by personnel files

at Granja Vista del Rio Ranch, 
in Corona, Calif., where Sir-, 
han was employed from June! 
2, 1966 to the week ending 
Dec. 10, 1966.

[On Sept. 25,1966, the Times 
reported, he fell from a horse' 
he was exercising and sustain-! 
ed a head Injury which later 
was the subject of court litiga­
tion in which he was awarded! 
$2000. Sirhan first sought: 
medical treatment for the in­
jury in early February, 1967.

[All these developments oc­
curred during the time when 
the London'report places Sir­
han in the Middle East, the 
Times said.

[The Associated Press re­
ported Mrs, John H. Widner, 
wife of the owner of a health 
fpod store where Sirhan Fork­
ed from September,'19»7to 
March, 1968, 'as saying sirhan 
had told her he came to the 
United States as a baby.]
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t.A. Grand Jury 
Releases Details 
Of Assassination 1

Gun Practice, 
Movements of
Sirhan Cited

By George Lardner Jr. 
Washington Post Staff Writer

' LOS ANGELES, June 13
1 — While California voters 

were casting their ballots 
for Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 

i his accused assassin was 
1 practicing for his murder 

on a gun range, a grand 
i jury learned in secret testi- 
j mony disclosed today.

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, the 
1 24-year-old Palestine Arab in- 
। dieted for the killing, lateAlay 
■ in Iwait at the Ambassador 
[ Hotel, fidgeting anxiousljj in 
j a Jackstage pantry while 'the 
I Senator gave his victory 
[ speech, witnesses said.
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The Senator was gunned 
down with deadly precisian, 
Kefanedy was hit three timLs 
w®n Sirhan finally pullld 
the# trigger with “a very siA- 
looking smile on his face," as 
one witness described it.
3 Bullets Hit Senator

The coroner said he doubt­
ed the muzzle of the gun was 
“more than two or three 
inches" from Kennedy’s ear 
when the fatal bullet struck.

Two other bullets hit the 
Presidential candidate in his 
tight arm pit — only a half-1 
inch apart—apparently when. 
Kennedy raised his Arms in 
reaction to the first shot that 

: penetrated his brain.
An autopsy report Issued 

i last Thursday said doctors had 
found only two bullets—the 
one in the brain and one that 

1 entered in the armpit and 
lodged in the neck.

Only moments before the 
shooting, the grand jury testi­
mony showed today, Sirhan 
had been chatting at the scene 
with a girl in a polka dot 
dress. .

“He 1 o o k e d as though |he 
talkeli to her or flirted with 
her Because she smiled,” skid 
Vincjnt Di Pierro, a young 
part-time waiter at the Am­
bassador.

'Sick-Looking Smile’
“Ih fact, the minute the 

. first two shots were fired The 
still had a very sick-looking 
smilj on his face. That’s one 
thing — I can never forget 
that."

Less than 26 hours later, the 
Senator was dead.

“The cause of death," Said 
Los Angeles County Coroner 
Thomas Noguchi, "was a gun­
shot wound of the right mas­
toid, penetrating the brain.”

The grim chronicle was laid
out in stark, compelling testi­
mony before the grand jury 
here last Friday; District At­
torney Evelle Younger saidits 
disclosure is rputine in Cail- 
fornia.

The narrative that untolda 
begins around noon on Juhi

‘f at 'the Sap Gabriel Gup 
; Club, east of Arcadia.

Henry A. Carreon, a play 
ground director and studeritin 
police science at a Los Angele^
college, said he went out there 
for target practice that, day 
with a friend; David1 MonteL 
fano.

They noticed Sirhan around 
flvt feet away, shootlngvlry 
rap dly on the range wjtrf a
rev jlver, Carreon said. 

“1 asked, him sW “
See WISl®

/W'
...INDEXFI)

■ H!Ni 7 HG8 
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I SirhaiL Practiced With Pistol 
Witnesses Say '
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• ^NEDY, From Al

■ Aker it* was,” Carreon testi­
. fieU “And at first he, paused.

He didn’t say nothing, like as 
if I wasn’t—didn’t exist.

“And then I asked him 
1 again. I said, “Well, what kind 

■ of revolver is it?’
“And he said, ‘an Iver John­

son.”’
From the empty shell cas­

ings lying around Sirhan, Car­
' reon estimated that Sirhan had 

already fired the gun 300 to 
400 times.

Precisely when Sirhan show­
ed up at the Ambassador Hotel 

; that evening was unclear. But 
Harold L. Burba, a photo­
grapher for the Los Angeles 
Fire Department, who happen­

. ed to be in the hotel, indicated 
, “at least a half-hour before 
,. the shooting.”
?

SB

JUtocl^et! Pnj^ 

JESUS PEREZ 
. . answered Sirhan

dare you talk about my hus- । 
band that ,jgai«r—“and she 
slapped me across the face,” ■ 
Gladstein testified- 1

“And I said, ‘I am sorry, i 
lady, but I was shot too. I’d 
like to know how the Senator 
was—or is.’ ■

"And she said, "Oh, I am j 
sorry. Honey,’ and kissed me. 
This was Mrs. Ethel Kennedy.” j 
Watching Sirhan I

The young part-time waiter, 
Vincent Di Pierro, meanwhile 
had had his eyes on Sirhan. 
Di Pierro wasn’t working that 
night but he had come over 
■to the hotel to get a glance at । 
the senator, ■

"I went through the back-
ways to avoid the security 
people as well as, you1 know, 

‘At the best of my knowl- - ' toe crowd, because nobody
door, and all of a sudden th< could get through there (the 
procession stopped and it wadbackways) unless they were an 
like , firecrackers, just pop; employe,” he said. Di Pierro 
pop, pop, all over the place—got to the pantry shortly after 

\1:35 p.m. ' ■
.“The only reason ! noticed 

Hm (Sirhan),’’ he said, "was 
Here was a very good looking 
gi>l next to him.” Sirhan, he 
saq, was standing on a tjay 
staid that would have boosted 
bls height by about six inches.

1 edge, this person followed the 
Senator in when he arrived," 

■ he said. I couldn't say how far 
• back. But he was in the group 

. that walked in with the 
.' Senator.

Burba apparently remem­
bered the incident because he 
had his official uniform on and 
Sirhan, he said, stared, at him.
Porter’s Testimony

Jesus Perez, a kitchen por­
ter, recalled Sirhan, too. It 
was about a half-hour before 
the assassination, he agreed.

“. . . He (Sirhan) asked me 
about three or four times if 
Mr. Kennedy was coming that 
way, coming through, that 
way,” Perez told the jurors. 
"... He was there' talking 

' with me and other boys . . • 
I We were about a half an hour 
j standing there.”
' Finally, his victory speech 
' over, Kennedy moved from 

the hotel’s Embassy Room 
podium through a doorway to 
the pantry, headed for a news 

: conference in the temporary 
; press room beyond.

Seventeen-year-old Irwin 
Stroll, in charge of guarding 
one oif the doors by the pan­
try, shook the Senator's hand 
As he passed by. .
like Firecrackers’

“And then 1 saw the sig­
nal from Stephen Smith, his 
brother-in-law: it was a nod 

. of the head;” Stroll recalled.

and, well I did this, and I did
this, I pushed Mrs. Kennedy 
—just a reaction-Land every­

, one in front turned around.”
Stroll was shot in the knee. 

So was Ira Gladstein, 19, ai re­
porter for Continental News, 
who had been in the kitchen 
looking for some sandwiches. 
He Stepped over Stroll, who 
had just been hit, and was 
wounded in the left thigh him­
self. Gladstein staggered over 
to a chair.

“And the first thing I said 
was, ‘How is Sen. Kennedy? 
What happened to him?’” 
. Ethel Kennedy heard and 
misunderstood.

“,". . She said to me, ‘How

'iHe said, ‘Come on, Irwin’ 
Two press people beat me 

the door and I went to। i to the door and I went in 
■ rig d to front of Mrs. Ken- 

■ -■ ^i” he said. ■
; “Then we went through tite

NEWS ' - - - - - - - - -

"Brom that moment on, I 
just looked at the girl andCl 
sawjfei get down off the ,W 
stand\And when i^ent ‘‘to' 
turn tie next thing I saw whs 
Dim hoW the gUn. .'.When 
hepull^ftoe tiigger^he first 
shot, Kennedy fell -down 
.. * fe'Man) looked like ihe
was on hk.tipioes hecause he 
wasn’t jjia\ tall.” I;’1’b 

'■ ■ Carl Ue^er, an ' assistant 
maitre d at^aie Ambassador^ 
found himsebstanding 'nex&tb; 
Strhan when |e, shoptlng .her.

Grabs/ASsailan ' „
- He grabbed thWMlfifM 

Sirhan^ his hans ap^Wntiy 
frozen on the juAtat^ffl 
ing. ■ . J J ' k 1

el ■Mie

J fir wa^ strut. _ 

. shooting: ’

ing.

AsiMisted Jr«u
VINCENT $9M*.' 

... tolls of shooting

till

ward L __  
pustieft W 
table, as- ar M I could! 
most ^fe’^3W Wei 
table.” ;V- ■
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' Diagram of the Ambassador Hotel assassination scene.

purple, polka dots on it” He 
said he thojjghtltjjad a kind : 
of bib in front. :

The girl, he added, had dark 
hair cut just above the1 
shoulders and ■ “what looked ! 
like a short nose. I

“She wasn’t too—facially, 
she wasn’t too pretty; she was , 
not that pretty,” DePierro said. 
But, he added, “like I say, fig­
ure—she had a very good fig-. । 
ure.” 1

In Siitan’s pockets, after । 
his arrest, police said they’ 
found four $100 bills, one $5 
bill, four $1 bills,, some

kept shouting "kill him, kill 
him.”

The girl in the polka dot 
dress has yet to be found.

change, two newspaper clip1 
pings, a car key, two unused 1 
.22-caliber bullets and a,white1.

Sandy Serrano, a young Ken- sheet with a Kennedy cam- 
nedy campaign worker, has PWn cheer printed on it

Sirhan May Get 
Bulletproof Cage
LOS ANGELES, June 

13—A bulletproof parti­
tion or cubicle may be 
built in a courtroom to 
protect Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan if he stands trial 

। here for the murder of - 
Sen. Robert F, Kennedy, 
the Los Angeles Times 
learned today.

The plans involve the 
additional possibility of 
constructing a bulletproof 
corridor from the cell to 
the courtroom.

Bulletproof docks for 
defe idants have been used 

1 befo le. Nazi leader Adolf
Eich pann, during his 1961 
trial in Jerusalem, wasin Jerusalem, was
enclosed by a box in the 
courtroom.

said that she heard the girl Car Parked Near Hotel 
run off shouting—triumphant- . „
KXZZ”' "We shot ^A mS 

™ P^5 “^ the hotel and
Miss Serrano did not testify (registered to Sindian.

before the grand jury, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^.^ ^
Three girls including a belly let containing a Canadian $1 

dancer . in a 'bouffant blonde ^ a library card and a 
wig haye come forward to tell driver^s' license belonging to 
authorities that they were the Silteni keys a ^ire 
one in the polka dot dress, kgy ring, and on the front 
but police have discounted seat under some newspapers^ 
the suggestions. District Attor- ^ more expended ,22-caMbei 
hey Younger has said he sub- cartridges. ‘
pects “a lot more polka dot , • . , .girls” before the investigation They also found a box for 
k L investigation .22-caliber /‘mini-mag” bullets

that usually tear and split oiit’ 
Remembers Girl in different directions on pene-

“Whether or not (the girl) trating an object I
was involved, I don’t know,” Sirhan had reportedly told 
DiPierro told’ the jurors. In those who mat him on the 
any event his memory of her pistol range that they made 
was clear. for better accuracy and long

“I would never forget what distances. I
she looked like because she Finally police said theyjalso 
had a very good looking fig- found a receipt from the Lock- 
ure—and the dress was kind Stock and Barrel Store in’San 
of lousy," he said. “It looked Gabriel for four, boxes of .22- 
as though it was a white dress caliber bullets bought June, 1 
arid it had either black or dark land costing $3.99. ■ ' ■
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Special Task Force 
Set for RFK Trial

Los Ansetes Times

LOS ANGELES, June 13— 
Formation of a special task 
force of investigators and 
prosecutors to handle the Rob­
ert F. Kennedy assassination 
trial was joinly announced to­
day by the police, district at­
torney and U.S. Justice De- 
parttnent.

Deputy Chief Robert Hough- 
tonj commander of the detec­
tive bureau, said "23 hand-

picked” detectives have been 
assigned to the case.

At a news conference, Dist. 
Atty. Evelle J. Younger said, t 
"We have formed a special < 
legal toam which will act as i 
advisers to the officers during i 
the investigation and will han- < 
die? the prosecution during the i 
trial.” '

U.S. Atty. Matt-Byrne, only 
said the Justice Department 
and the .FBI is “cooperating 
fully” with the police and the 
district attorney and that the 
justice Department "is 100 
per cent satisfied with the ■ 
way the Los Angeles Police 
Department has handled the 1 
case.” '

Younger indicated thene will 
not t® a change of venua, that 
the (accused slayer, irhan 
Bishira Sirhan, will pleaB not 
guilty and that the triaf will 
begin within three months. '
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SEN. KENNEDY

Capt. George H. Maines of Miami Beach, who 
was with her, turned and asked, “What are you 
babbling about?”

“Bobby Kennedy,” she replied. "This is the room 
where he is going to be shot. I feel it all around me.”

Knowing from first-hand Information that her
grim prophecy about Bobby proved true- I tele­
phoned her the other day .about Teddy Kennedy, 
This was her immediate mMMiui IJiiU i*' L.r-

• ^ <X /C-
*?

Hobo! wiyqmc^EipSw^
j■ '“I hope Teddy will notrun'for'the prtisidehdy. He 
can prolong his life by not doing it.

“If Teddy leaves things to God’s timing,” contin­
ued Jeane, who is a devout Catholic, “if he will 
frteditate and know within himself that he should 
fulfill his purpose for himself and not listen to what 

^ think — and fulfill his obldga- 
tions ifliJijp/^jBiw^<r- his life will be prolonged.

"If 'yt^OS  ̂film you will be saving his life.”

THERECANBE NG LONGER any doubt about 
the most sought-aftef 'ppiltical song in this campaign 
— ‘ ‘Will everyone here kindly step to the rear and let 
a winner lead the way.”

Nelson Rockefeller wanted it but it is Hubert 
Humphrey’s — signed, sealed and delivered.

If the songwriters and publisher had other ideas, 
they have given them up. David Merrick has con­
firmed in writing what he told this columnist at a 
White House party the first week in May. He wrote a 
letter dated May 28 to the Humphrey headquarters 
stating in no uncertain terms:

“You have my permission to use ‘Step to the 
Rear’ for Mr. Humphrey’s campaign, and if there are 
any claims of any kind from the composer, lyricist 
and-or agent, the E. H. Morris Publishing Co., I 
hereby indemnify you against such claims. Good 
luck.”

Meirick produced the musical, “How Now, Dow 
Jones,” in which the song was the biggest and best 
thing in the show. And when David, who was a 
lawyer before he became Broadway’s most success­
ful producer, puts on a show he first acquires copy­
right ownership of the whole thing. In this case he 
assigned only sheet music and record rights to the 
Morris Publishing Co.

He has agreed to the song’s new campaign title, 
"Let a Winner Lead the Way,” and to new sheet 
music with the Humphrey lyrics. In fact, he has 
given it carte blanche.

The lyrics sung here at the Humphrey birthday 
party which were written by HHH volunteer Muriel 
Nellis have been submitted, together with some
words written by the Vice President's daughter Nan-
cy Solomonson, to original lyricist Carolyn Leigh for 
editing, polishing or rewriting.

Although Morris had been quoted as expecting
thousands for the use of the song, Merrick told Mrs. 
Nellis when he gave her his verbal okay in early May 
not to worry about the lost fee.

“As late as this morning,” he said, “we had a 
very serious offer from the Rockefeller people, but



(Sirhan Reads on Occultism
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sir- would not name a Protestant re­

han Bishara Sirhan, 24, charged 
with the slaying of Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy, seems satisfied 
with his treatment in custody,

ligious organization to which Sir­
han asked Wirin to contribute
$20.

Wirin said he was asked to 
give Sirhan’s mother $300 of the 
$400 found in Sirhan’s possession 
when he was arrested. Wirin 
said the rest of Sirhan’s money 
would be deposited with the 
sheriff’s office to pay for items 
Sirhan needed while in jail.

Security for Sirhan remains 
strong, Wirin added. He said he 
was searched each time he visit­
ed the prisoner and the deputy 
accompanying him to Sirhan’s 
cell in the jail’s infirmary wing 
was given the same treatment.

Despite Sirhan’s asking Wirin 
three times to defend him, the 
attorney said he would not take 
the case. His role, Wirin said, 
was to safeguard Sirhan’s rights 
and to help find a lawyer to 
represent him.

Since his first court appear­

says an American Civil Liber­
ties Union attorney.

A. L. Wirin, counsel for the 
ACLU’s Southern California 
chapter, commented on Sirhan’s 
condition at a news conference 
yesterday. Wirin has visited the 
Jordanian immigrant in bis 
12-by-12 foot jail cell several 
times since his arrest June 5.

Sirhan is denied radio and 
television and says he doesn’t 
want to read newspapers, Wirin 
said. The attorney said the de­
fendant is allowed a few minutes 
of exercise each day in the corri- 
don outside his cell and spends 
hi$| time reading books on occul- 
tism.

\Jirin declined to give the ti­
tles of the books Sirhan read and’

i

ance June 5, hours after Kenne­
dy was-shot at a-celebration in 
honor of his victory in the Cali­
fornia presidential primary, Sir­
han has been represented by a 
public defender, Wilbur Little­
field, who was named yesterday I 
to take charge of the case.

Sirhan is ‘.'not dissatisfied with 
the public defender” appointed 
by the court to defend him, Wi­
rin said, but he wants two pri­
vate attorneys. He can’t affort 
to pay a lawyer, so be will ac­
cept someone suggested by Los 
Angeles County Bat Association.

‘‘A number fo attorneys’* al­
ready have agreed to serve with­
out a fee, Wirin said. He de­
clined to identify them.

Wirin said he understood front 
press accounts that two promi­
nent defense attorneys, F, Ine 
Bailey and Melvin Belli, hadpf- 
fered to represent Sirhan, nut 
that the suspect “doesn’t desjre 
their services.”
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Story of THE Gun

Mow Weapon Was Traced
By JlARY ELLEN LEARY i - - -------------------=
SACRAMENTO,. Calif., J ~ “ ^'^^^

13 — Luck and California’s 
gun-registration law are credit­
ed by California authorities for 
the quick trace made on the gun 
that killed Sen. Robert F. Ken­
nedy last week in Los Angeles.

It took just 75 seconds after a 
policeman gave the gun’s serial 
number to his district office for 
Los Angeles police headquarters 
to learn who first bought the .22 
caliber eight-shot Iver Johnson 
revolver Aug. 10,1905 during the 
panic that followed the Watts 
riots.

Nine hours later, by mid-day 
June 5, police had the complete 
history of the gun. The brace be­
gan with Alhambra resident Al­
bert Leslie Hertz who bought it 
at a Pasadena sporting goods 
store for his wife’s protection. A , 
year ago, she gave it to herAw^ seconds Inter to the 
married daughter, Mrs. j)ai^ waking policeman. 
Westlake. Last Christmas Mrs.
Westlake decided she “didn’t 
want it around the house” and 
gave it to a mechanically 
minded young neighbor, George 
Erhard. And only a few weeks 
ago^ijMr. Erhard sold it to a fel-
low barker at a Pasadena de- 
p a rlt m ent store. That fellow 
worker. known as “Joe,” was 
Munir Sirhan, older brother of 
Sirhan Sirhan.

1 But more than luck concocted 
the system which made the rp 
cord available.

This lies in police reliance on 
California’s famed CII — Crimi­
nal Identification and Investiga­
tion Bureau. This central state 
information agency, part of the 
attorney general's office, is next 

.only to the FBI hi extensive re­
cord-keeping.

It is so heavily used that Los 
Angeles maintains a “hot line” 
to its computer center at Sacra­
mento and averages 250 to 300 
requests daily to identify guns, 
criminals, stolen ifoperty or 
"M.O.” (mode of opeiaton).

The query concerning the gun 
used in the Kennedjl assassina­
tion was fed into the computer 
ap 3 ami. arid the. answer re-

Among all th* files this office

handles, ifs most complete pis 
' tliL-jhree million computer-rape 

records it has on concealable
guns.

IN TRIPLICATE
California licenses all persons 

Who sell handguns and requires 
each merchant to fill out in tri- 
plicale a “register” form for ev­
ery sale, with one copy to local 
police and 'another to the CII. 
The purchaser may not take 
possession of the gun for five 
days after. Within that time po­
lice and the CH check out the 
purchaser’s name, address, andj 
general description, including 
age and color. No fingea^printS 
log or documented proof 

fidenbiby is required prior to purfl 
(chase, however. I
I No similar registry is Mt fori 
Shotguns or rifles. Anyone!over! 
18 may walk out of a stora car-1 
rying these tlie moment Vfter! 
purchase. I

“Post facto — after the crime1 
— California has one of the best 
systems in existence,” said 
Chief Deputy Attorney General 
Charles O’Brien. “But even this 
has big holes -in it.

‘Tf this gun had come from 
out-of-state or had been bon; ht 
by mail order we’d have had io 
record. If it had been bought, >r- |

iginially under a false name, wa 
could never have traced it. I

“But before the fact ^- before 
the crime — when it cornea to 
limiting gun traffic or effective 
registration of gun ownership 
California laws are pathetically 
weak.” •

Mr. O’Brien said Califofitla 
law lags behind nine states 
which require fingerprinted re­
gistration and far behind 
York's Sullivan Aot.
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KENNEDY'S DOOM SEALED

fatal Last-Minute Change
LOS ANGELES (AP)-Karl 

Uecker was just inches away as 
Sen.; Robert F. Kennedy was 
shot/ but that was only part of 
his personal drama the morning 
of June 5.

Udcker, assistant maitre d’ at 
the/.-Ambassador Hotel where 
Kennedy was celebrating his pri­
mary victory, told the Los An­
geles grand jury last week that 
a last-minute change in plans 
took Kennedy from the Embassy 
ballroom to the kitchen hallway 
in which the gunman was wait­
ing- .

As he told it on the witness 
stahd, Kennedy “was supposed
to jgjp downstairs, the next floor, 
the; next ballroom where we had 
th s;; other people who couldn'tth
co pe into the Embassy Ball- 
rem.

*we had about fifteen or 
eighteen hundred people in 
there, and he was supposed to 
make a speech over there.

■ Last-Minute Change
‘*And their minds were 

changed at the last—the last 
mite.

'When I came out, I just re­
member that somebody told me, 
‘Tupn to your right. Bring to­
wards (sic) the Colonial Room.” 

He did not explain the change 
of rwd. ,

linker testified he led Kenne­
dy) from the Embassy Room 
stage to the kitchen area by the 
hand.

"fey my left hand, holding him 
on Bis right hand,” said Uecker. 
Kennedy let go to shake hands 
witlj a dishwasher.

“And then I took his hand 
agfflji ... something rushed on 
my fright side... I didn't recog- 
nizi k what it was, and I saw 
son e paper flying ... paper or 
white pieces of things.

I heard the first shot 
and Ine second shot right after

that, and Mr. Kennedy fell out of 
my hand. I lost his hand.

“I looked for him, and I saw 
him falling down.

"And I turned around again, 
and I saw the man — standing 
next to me.

“The arm, was holding the 
gun in, (sic) push the arm down 
on towards the steam heater, 
and my right arm took around 
his neck, as tight as I could, and 
pressing him against the steam 
heater.

“In the meantime, somebody 
else came behind me and pushed 
rhe against the steam heater. 
The guy in front of me couldn’t 
get loose.

“While I was holding the hand 
where he had the gun in, I was 
trying to get the point of the gun 
as far I could away from the 
part where Mr. Kennedy was 
laying (sic).

“From the left side, I was 
trying to push the gun away to 
the right side where I didn’t see 
too many people, while he was 
still shooting.

Hitting Hand on Heater
"... I was hitting his hand on 

the steam heater as hard as I 
could, with my left hand, I bad 
him right here on the wrist, and 
hitting my left hand on the heat­
er to get rid of the gun."

“He has his gun in his right 
hand?”

“In his right hand, yes.”
"And you grabbed him with 

your left hand?"
“The left hand, yes, and had 

the right arm around his neck. I 
was standing there and he was 
shooting, and I could feel when 
he was turningh is hand towards 
the crowd. That's why I pushed 
all over the steam table as far 
as I could, almost to the endW 
the steam table.”

“You could feel his hand with 
the gun in it turning, trying to, 
turn the gun toward the crowd?”

Kept Pushing It Away
“Towards the crowd or to­

wards me, I don’t know.”
“You kept pusing it away?” 
“Pushing it away.” ■
“On the steam table?” 
“Right.” ■
Uecker said he held the sus­

pect “until the gun was, must 
have been empty, and I was.still 
hollering, 'Get his gun, get his 
gun!’...

“The people behind me were 
pushing me against the steam 
table and I had — still waSiiold-i

sawing on to him. And then
some hands coming over, r ach­
ing for the gun. I don’t mow 
who it was.

“In the meantime, I looked 
over my left shoulder and saw 
my partner, Eddie Minasian, 
and hollered to him, ‘Get thet 
police, get the police.’ I saw him, 
running off, taking off through 
the people...

“While I was holding the right 
arm from the shooter, I looked 
to the left, and while he was 
shooting still, I saw some more 
people falling down.”

“Y o u indicated something 
rushed past you. Whs that a per­
son?” ,

“ .. .Yes, it was the onetwho 
shot ... He reached over in 
front of me.” I ,

Uecker’s body had beenlbe-' 
tween this person and Kennedy.
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Kennedy Probe to Siftl
Every Bit of Evidence 6
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LOS . ANGELES (UPI) — A 
hand-picked team of policemen 
assigned to Investigate every 
lead in the assassination of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy has been or­
dered to treat the question of 
conspiracy with an open mind.

“We must be ready for what­
ever direction it might go,” said 
Deputy Police Chief Robert 
Houghton yesterday as he an­
nounced the formation of the 
special 23-man unit.

The determination of Los An- 
!eles’ law enforcement estab- 

shment to avoid the type of 
riticism that followed the in- 
estigation by Dallas iuthor- 

nibs of President John Fl Ken­
nedy’s death was underscored 
by District Atty. Evelle J.

' Younger.
“If there are 10.000 leads and 

we checked out 9,999 and let the 
other one go, someone would 
write a book accusing us of cov­
ering up something,” Younger 
said. “Unimportant leads that 
plight be ignored in other cases 
will be checked out. We plan to 
present in open court every 
piece of evidence about this 
case."

Younger said that Sirhan Bis­
hara Sirhan, accused of killing 
the New York senator, will be 
prosecuted by a three-maA task 
fece from his staff headed by 
Limn D. Compton, chief deputy 
difrict attorney. Comptjn, a 
UCLA football hero in the 1940s, 
joined the district attorney’s of-

fice in 1951, and is a veteran of 
200 homicide prosecutions.

U.S. Atty. Matt Byrne, who 
appeared at a news conference 
with Houghton and Younger, < 
said the full resources of the 
FBI and the Secret Service 
would be available to the Los 
Angeles task force. 1

He avoided direct answer tp a 
question as to whether Interpol— 
the international police ageijcy 
— would play any part.
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^H»AH EXILE RECMSi 
TALK WITH SIRHAN

MIAMI, June 12 (AP)—A man; 
who described himself as a for­
mer army officer with Fidel) 
Castro, said today that Sirhan; 
B, Sirhan, charged with the as­
sassination of Senator Robert 
F. Kennedy, told him before 
Senator Kennedy’s death that 
“what we need in the United 
States is another Fidel Castro.”

The exile, Jos6 Duarte, said 
he argued with Sirhan and scuf­
fled with him. He told a news 
conference that the incident 
occurred about three weeks 
ago in Hollywood, Calif.

Mr. Duarte said he recog­
nized Sirhan when his picture 
appeared in newspapers after 
Senator Kennedy’s death.
. The Cuban exile, who sa'd he 
had been living in Los Angeles, 
said that pictures of Premier 
Castro and slogans critical of 
the Vietnam war were posted 
on the house where he met 
Sirhan. Mr. Duarte^aid he and 
about 15 Cubap< companions 
had attended a^meeting adver­
tising an. exhibition of photo­
graphic slides taken in Cuba.
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DESCRIBEMEETING

■Tell Life Magazine He Was 
Distraught Before Shooting

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, in­
dicted, as the killer of Senator 
Robert F, Kennedy, was dis­
traught and shouted "Kennedy 
should not be President” a few 
hours before the assassination, 
according to an article in Life 
magazine.

In its issue that comes out 
today, the magazine reports 
that two'of Sirhan’s friends, 
who s.aw’him at the Ambassa­
dor Hotel, oh the night the Sen­
ator was shot there, have told 
agents of the Federal Bureau 
Of Investigation that the sus­
pect flew into a rage at the 
mention of Mr. Kennedy’s 
name. ,

One of the men is identified 
in the magazine as Enrique 
Rabago, a 35-year-old unem­
ployed mechanic; the other, 
Life says, has not been named.

The article asserts that two 
men met Sirhan in the lobby 
Of the hotel at about 9:15 on 
the night of June 4, just after 
Sirhan had been thrown out of 
'a victory party held by sup­
porters of Dr, Max Rafferty, 
California state Superintendent 
of Education, who won the Re­
publican senatorial nomination.

Mr, Rabago and his friend re­
portedly asked Sirhan what 
had happened and he told 
them, Life says, that a wait­
ress, thinking he looked out 
of place in his white pants and 
tieless shirt refused to serve 
him a drink. Life reports he ar­
gued with and contemptuously 
tipped the girl $20 before a 
security guard evicted him.

Ended With Tirade
In telling his friends whaf 

happened, the magazine re 
ports, Sirhan ended with a 
tirade against “the rich Raf- 
ferty people who step all over 
the poor.

According to the article, Mr. 
Rabago nodded in the direction 
of the Embassy Room, where 
Senator Kennedy was due to 

'his w^r s^th, and 
satSk “Robert Kennedy^i’ht 
help W poor.”

I
 "Kennedy, Kennedy — h« 
skus+»W“never be PKsSiW’ 
the magazine quotes Sirhan as 
having shouted. “You think he 

j really wants to help the poor?”
Mr. Rabago, who told his 

I story to law enforcement au­
thorities on June 7, recalled 
that Sirhan’s voice quavered 
and that at the time he might 
have had too much to drink. 
Now, the magazine says, he 
thinks it might have been rage.

“Kennedy helps himself, he’s 
just using the poor,” Sirhan is! 
said to have protested. “Can’t 
you see that?”

Mr. Rabago and the unnamed 
friend, say they shook their 

IhMds and tried to reason with 
ISiihan. Then they watched pirn' 
wander off toward the tm- 
baisy Room and the Kennjdy 
party.
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Shell, Purchase Noted
'. S^xS.BRIEL, Calif., Juijfc^ 
lo^AP)—A gun store’^-cWnei 
said Saturday that he sold foui 
boxes of' ammunition on June 
1 to three men, one of their 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, the mar 
accused of murdering Senatoi 
Robert F. Kennedy on June 5

Ben Herrick, 42-year-olc 
owner of the Lock, Stock anc 
Barrel in this Los Angeles sub' 
urb, said in an interview tha: 
Sirhan and two small, swarthj 
men who may have been, like 
Sirhan, Jordanians, purchase* 
two boxes each of two brand 
of .22-caliber, long rifle hollov 
point shells on the afternoo: 
of Saturday, June 1.

Sirhan, 24, captured as Mr 
Kennedy lay fatally woundet 
pn the floor of the Ambassado) 
Hotel after his victory in the 
California Democratic primiry 
election, was holding a .22-ciii- 
ben revolver that has beer 
identified as the murder w^p; 
pm
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[A Sick-Looking Smile. A'
Grand Jury Transcript Reveals Testimony on Sirhan’s 1
Appearance as He Fired Fatal Shots Close to Victim

LOS ANGELES. June 14 (UPB - A last minute 
change in the route taken by Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy after his victory speech led him to fe= 
panfry where he was felled by an assassin, Grand 
Jury testimony revealed.

Sirhan B. Sirhan practiced firing a .22 caliber 
pistol at a target range, littering the ground with 
hundreds of casings, 12 hours before the slaying, 
a witness said.

A dark-haired girl “with a very good figure” 
wearing a polka dot dress stood smiling next to 
Sii'han moments before he aimed a gun inches 
away from Sen. Kennedy’s head and pulled the 
trigger, according to another witness.

A waiter Standing a few feet away from- the 
senator when he was shot said Sirhan had "a 
sick-looking smile on bis face” as he fired the 
first two shots.

ffhe 273-page ’transcript of the secret Grand 
Jiry proceedings that one week Ago resulted in a 
first-degree murder indictment against the Jorda­
nian immigrant was released to the public yester­
day’. It contained the testimony of 23 witnesses 
and other persons investigating the slaying of tide 
42-year-old senator.

"“disclosures
=S» transcript disclosed:

Vincen tThomas DiPierre, a witness to the asis-’ 
sinatioii of Sen. Kennedy, stands to the left bi fee

• Sen. Kennedy was shot three times, not twice the minute the first two shots were fired, he 
as believed earlier. The fatal bullet penetrated had a very sick-looking smile on his face.” flie
his brain. Another entered his right armpit, ap­
parently as his hands flew up instinctively to 
protect his face. The third struck a half inch 
below the second.

• Powder burns indicated the weapon was fired 
not more than two or three inches from Sen. 
Kennedy’s right ear.

• The crowd around the mortally wounded sen-

waiter slad.
Pressed for details on the girl, Mr. di Pierro 

said:
“I would never forget what she looked like 

bacause she had a very good-looking figure — 
and .the dress was kind of lousy ... it had either 
black or dark purple polka dots on ■it.”'

, ,-. __ . Detectives have questioned three women who ■ator tut and cUrs«l at the assassin. Everyone 5tepped feward ^ iWj{ied ^^ ^
was trying to kill him.1 „ . ., . , wing in the Embassy Room Of the Ambassador ■

Karl Uecker, assistant martre d at the Ambas- bearing polka dot dresses the night of the victory 1 
celebration. All were released.sador Hotel, escorted Sen. Kennedy from the

stage of the Embassy Room early that Wednes- t- . .. , ■ .day morning after the senator had delivered a director for,
speech before cheering supporters claiming victo- ./
ry in the California Democratic presidential pri- r^ ^ /or2 ^ , ymS at a target practi® 

J /ange in San Gabriel. I
^He said plans were changed at the last minute He -said Sirhan was shooting very rapidl^

-and Sen. Kennedy was to go to a news conference 
in the Colonial Room by way of the pantry.

Police said an all points bulletin is still out for 
the mysterious girl in the polka dot dress report­
ed seen in the pantry by several witnesses to the 
shooting.

NOTICED GIRL ' J
Vincent Thomas di Pierro, a waiter, told the
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jury he was four to six feet away from Sen. 
Kennedy when he was shot. He noticed Sirhan 
and the girl standing on a platform used to stack 
oval trays.

“He looked as tho he either talked to her o' 
flirted with her because she smiled,” Mr. di Pier 
ro said. “Together they were both smiling.”

As Sirhan stepped down the four inches from 
Uie stand to the’floor, “he was smiling. In fact,
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•URI Phnta

spot in the Ambassador Hotel where the senator 
1:1L The spot is the light area.
nth a .22 caliber pistol. He estimated 300 to 
.ullet casings were on the ground around Sirhan. 

He said Sirhan asked advice on how to handle the 
gun.

SLAPPED ”

Other highlights of the testimony included:
• Ira Goldstein, 19, a young newsman wounded 

by the eight shots fired from the pistol, said he 
asked Ethel Kennedy how Sen. Kennedy was. He j 
said she replied: “How dare you talk to my hus­
band that way,” and slapped him across the face. 
Mr. Goldstein said he told her he was sorry, Iha 
he had been shot too. He said Mrs. Kennedy told 
him, “Oh, I'm sorry, Honey," and kissed him.

• Jesus Perez, a kitchen helper in the Amba 
sidor, said Sirhan was in the pantry for abj/f 
hplf an hour before Sen. Kennedy came to./

:ed Mr. Perez several times whether Sen. Ken 
ly would come thru the pantry.
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Police pion check 
of all RFK leads
LOS ANGELES (upj) _ 

A hand-picked team of po- 
JatTev^W -to “« 

I fate every lead m a* -.
°<Sen ^bert ' ^e?n^ has been or- 

jdered to. treat the question 
tensp,racy ^ an ^ 

r wk ^e ^^ be ready for 

IFus^b Police 
II?16 f Robert Houghton 
’F "“fo™®* tbe formal 
i tof a* speciaI a^an 

An^«'ef£mination of Los 
MHwf’i, a^ enforcement 
establishment to avoid the 

criticism that fol­
lowed the investigation by 
OjDlas AuthoritiesVjW 
dent Kennedy'a death 

EveHeSCrr v by Dijt Atty, 
ivelle J. Younger, J

"If there are io, inn u>ax- 
and we checked tart o find let tbe otheX9'®’ 
someone would " write

Kre,a ■sa** 
tant leads that’ mi ehS^r' 
nored in ojjfl ^ 
checked out u£ , b* ff’^X’JwwwfSJ?

8P* “"»> «8 
lS?5*s

K?“ beaded by Lynn D 
chief deputy disi fe/fe; ComR' a 

^ball herofin the 
W> joined the k 
Attorney’s office ifl™ 

* veteran of 200’ ^W*. Prosecutions.

a? yeMe ^ Ashton 
and Younger, said the full 
resources of the FBI X 
Sifiw e\&rvice W0“M be 
available to the Los Anr- 
eies task force
nHe avoided direct answer 

torp™ “ whether t 
national PoM& ?£ 

cy-would play any p^



iSirhan's £ 
I Folks Back

Home
LOS ANGELES, June 8 (UPB — ; 

The mother anti a brother of 
Sirhan B. Sirhan, accused slayer 
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 
moved back into their Pasadena 
home yesterday under police 
protection but refused to talk 
about the case.

The family had been under) 
guard in a nearby apartment 
since Sen. Kennedy was fatally’ 
wounded on June 5. j

Mrs. Mary Sirhan had- talkatf 
with public defender Wilbur Lit-) 
tiefield about seeing the 24- 
year-bld Sirhan but she dis­
closed yesterday she still had 
not seen him.

Hie armed Pasadena officft" 
sat reading a magazine on tip 
jftil porch of the small whit 
frame house in a drowsy section 1 
of Pasadena. The home is ! 
guaraed around the clock.

THE WASHINGTON POST 
& TIMES HERALD

_ _ _ _ THE EVENING STAR

 THE SUNDAY STAR
■X THE WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS

_ WASHINGTON-AFRO AMERICAN

\?^ ^5-SubT
eop



e/—upi photo
SIRHAN’S COUNSEL ~ Los An­
geles Atty, Wilbur Littlefield has 
been named by the Public De­
fender to defend Sirhan B. Sir­
han, accused assassin of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy. Sirhan had 
asked for two top lawyers but 
admitted his inability to pay. 
Both Lebanese and Jordanian 
attorneys have offered to help in 
his defense. Sirhan’s father, Bis-| 
hara, at a press conference in! 
Jordan yesterday, appealed to J 
Ape Paul and the world’dicon-i 
science to make sure the trial Is J 
far. He said eSn. Kennedy’s J 
pii)-Israel stance “provojed" | 
hisson’s "sensitivefeelings.’’ J
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■ -Associated Frees

SIRHAN HEARING POSTPONED
Strhan Bishara Sirhan smiles broadly after 
he was granted a two-weeks continuance for 
entering a plea in a Los Angeles court on a 
charge that he assassinated Sen., Robert F. . 
Kennedy. He is scheduled to appear in court 
again on Aug. 2 ’ .— ♦
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Jirhan Entering of Plei 
Is Delayed 3 Weeks e
LOS ANGELES (UPI) — Sir-1 attorney’s office made no objec 

han uishara Sirhan today was['tion.
gratfiff an additional three At the request of defense coun

sei, the court apnointed Dr 
C-as^atfd OS«m! George Y. Abe of the metropoli 

assma - •n- tan state hospital to give Sirhai
,, , , j a “general psychiatric examina 

The 24-year-old defendant H'*-;^”

[o tr; n his ^?a^ on
cnaigts ne 
Robert F. Kennedy.

played in icy calm when heap-' , ij n \ I*15 continuance meant Sirharpeared before Superior Court - u,’““Lo“lliU|
Judge Richard Schauer. He 
spoke only half a dozen words in 
response to questions from the
court.

He showed a moment of ner­
vousness when he entered the 
makeshift courtroom, formerly, 
a jail chapel, flanked by five 
deputy sheriffs who towered 

I over him.

may not be tried until Septem 
her and possibly even until afte 
the November elections.

Sirhan has selected as his coirt 
room attorney Grant CooperJhi 
lawyer who defended Dr. Her 
| See SIRHAN, Pagein

The motion .for a continuance 
was made by defense counsel 
Russel E. Parsons, who pointed 
out that he whs just recently 
named as attorney for Sirhan 
am had only a limitec time to 
study the case.

[he judge granted the Continu­
ance until July IS. The district I

an /7tf? 7^
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