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n#&d Finch in the sensatiogal
Finch-Tregoff murder trials,

Former president of the Los
Angeles Bar Association and one
of the West Coast’s top criminal
attorneys, Cooper agreed to
serve without fee in fulfillment
of a “duty” to see that Sirhan
receives a fair trial and compe-
tent defense.

Parsons, a veteran of almost
30 years' experience specializ-
ing in appeal cases, previously
was retained as the attorney of
record for the Jordanian immt-
grant.

Cooper will enter the case af-
ter representing a defendant in a
case charging that millionaire
Harry Karl and entertainers

Silvers, Tony Martin d#hd
ppo Marx were cheated fof
ousands of dollars in cged

g bes at the Los Angeles Frijrs
b,
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- Sally Quinn, daughter of Lt.  young and with-it. The diplo- name to the famed Borghese

$Gen, and Mrs. Bill Quinn, was  matic couple, who are the Gardens. The tall, beautiful {:
.| California to help with Rob-  newest addition to the Italian girl, who has been visitingfi |-
.. watt Kennedy’s campaign and embassy, are all four of those this country, was a guestagtil '

o eribed at the French em- things themseives. the Italian embassy but s

i sy yesterday an incident Bartolomeo (son of Countess catching a train back to.New f' 7,
ot took place in Oakland on  Attolico of Rome), the new York that night. et

¢ morning of Memorial Day. press counselor of the embas-  ITALIAN AMBASSAGHSI T -
She had sef up an interview sy, and his bright little wife ,nd Mrs. Ortona also wire |\
th Kennedy supporter Nicoletta, gave the party in  {here, the ambassador repar® |
orge Plimpton for a radio their modern artfilled George- jng that a story in a R
i show on KNEW at 10:30 ' town house and ga.rdel'.l. . newspaper proved Chm '
, and she was there with As pretty as it was, it Communists’ influence insithe
orge when the first tele- couldn’t compare with the gar-  recent Italian riots. t .
oned question came in, den of his mother’s Roman vil- Avis Bohlen, daugh
he question, which shocked  la. It’s on the old Appian Way,  Ambassador and Mrs.
i pton into frozen silence, and the _garden is horQered by Bohlen, told the Smithson
fvhs: “Is Bobby Kennedy pre- Walls built by the ancient Ro-  willie Warner that she is:
Pgred to die?” mans. ing a book about Peter;
When the question met with The gathering celebrated  Great, and will return to
ned silence, the questioner  Sheila Isham’s impressive new  in a couple of weeks to
nued somewhat along this Show at  Jefferson Place  ue the work. Her father
“You know his brother Gallery. served as ambassador
assassinated and Bobby’s And it drew the Corcoran Bussiz and  TFrance,
¥ to be assassinated, too.”  Gallery's uew divector, James  Speaks b‘?t‘h languages flut
3y this time George had re- Harithas, and Sam Gilliam ly, which is an obvious assel
ered his composure and re- Whom Harithas called the fin- - the research,
, “One must realize there  ©5t Negro painter in Ameriea. _Both the Warners g
ways a risk in running for Sam’s only concession to the  Fitzhugh Greens were
: i frequently hippie aspects of tanned from sailing in f
The -unknown man continued  the art world was his long col-  respective boats to the
mbling on about the subject orful Jandmade tie that ex. ern Shor3. The Warners
til the interviewer eyt him tended from the knot at his Signing up Mario Valn
. collar to his trousers and back (‘;h& r:rcc?k?ittlg t:;'m)w It
‘ ain to be tuckéd info and  abo ciure
ifSally does not remember Aanging from his shirt pocket, wife as crew members
; It's apparently a new wrin- .
one or not, but a replay of . {{]e, aggpﬂ it tﬁk.es the place Qlf; thThe Eé‘criw%rd Morgans
A . [ oopy  hair on men, # ere, Wen in a be:
ing. Prominent New Yorker witlljg ma.rkm; new milestone in  red enscrollgd white %! §:
pton was pictured in a  .onipations progress. opaque Wwhite stockings AAME[d-
ws magazne this week “amongs the young supper  white patent shoes. T
;g_rapphng‘ with Sirhan Sirhan ests sipping, supping and The evening ended with
36 get the gun from him righf~ Zointitlating in the drawing some dancing to rock beat
smfter the Fatal shooting. room, the study, the garden the dining room where St
» THE FRENCH EM y and the downstairs dinifig in a mini skirt and Sam G
Was the scene of the Cheva.  room Were Princess Francisco liam and other social
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|rhan Pleads NotGulltY
Trial Is Set for Nov. 4 '

LGS ANGELES (AP)—Sirhan(to five counts of assault with
|Bishara Sirhan pleaded not|intent to commit murder. Five!
fguilty today to a charge he mur-|bystanders were shof June 5
idered Sen. Robert F, Kennedy.|when Kennedy was fatally.
| His trial was set for Nov. 1. | wounded after winning the Cali-
, The 24-year-old Jordanian im-|fornia Democratic presidential!
inigrant said only 10 words dur- |[primary. They have recovered.’
ing a 22-minute hearing in deny~ Two previous hearings for
R his guilt and approving a|plea were continued pending
@rjal date later than guaranteed|psychiatric examination hy two:
By his corstitutional right for a|defense experts.

Bpeedy trial” within 60 days| Sirhan wore an open-necked,

diter arraignment. button-down light blue shirt and!
Sirhan also pleaded not guilty | dark slacks for his appearance
i : today in a heavily guarded'

courtroom on the 13th floor of
the Hall of Justice. His mother
and three brothers, Adel, Sharif:
and Saidallah, weremthe smg
spectator section, .
His attorney, Russell £, Paj-
sons, asked for a trial date
sooner than Nov. 1, saying
attorfiey who will assist him-is
involved in another case.

Superior Court Judge Richard
A. Schauer said he will name a
trial judge Oct. 4. '

Sirhan then was returned to
his cell, only steps frorn the
courtroom

Earlier, the ]udgeireiuse‘d a
request from Dist. Atty. Evelle
J. Younger to modify an order
sharply testricting public state-.
ments about the caze by public
'officials, attorney and witness.

Younger argued that “where-it
i possible, we believe that pgo-
1§ should know as much as pps-

le about what their govefir

paTE -2 (8 i ment is doing.”
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Plea Filed
By Sirhan

By Ron Einstoss

Y.os Angelog Times

L0O8 ANGELES, Aug. 2—
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan pleaded
not guilty today to murder in
the June 5 slaying of Sen,
Rabert F. Kennedy.

A frial date of Nov. 1 was
set by Superior Judge Richard
Schauer.

Although Sirhan entered a
plea of innocence, it does not
necessarily mean he is deny-
ing his guilt.

He is charged with murder,
with malice aforethought.

A guilty plea would have
been an admission of first-de-
gree murder—a wilful, delib-

erate and premeditated killing,
with malice aijorethought—
which carries the death pen-
alty or life in. prison.

The only way for a defend-
ant to have a determination
made of the degree df murder
—aunless he specifically is
charged with secbnd-degree or
manslaughter—is: to be tried,
either by a jury or a Judge sit-
ting without a jury.

This apparently is what Sir-
han, in the face of seemingly
weighly eyewitness and eir-
cumstantial evidence against
him, did.

At & news conference that
followed the 24-year-old Jorda-
nian immigrant’s appearance
in court, Russell E. Parsons,

| Sirhan's attornéy, seéimed to

confirm this when he sajd: !
41 haven't geen, &Gy evidénce
Fet iﬂ‘uu: he! (Sirhan) had any

Parsnns also’ said a not
uﬂty plea “pedmits us tg
w the what atd whyﬂ-w!m

Ses + Gol, §
\ﬁ_ﬂmmn, A4, Gol, 3
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-cused of assassinating Sen. Rchert F. Kennedy

Siriian Trial Sef;
Attorney Retains
Defense Option

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 3 [UPD — The man ac-

before two dozen witnesses has [olowed a fime
tested rule of criminal defense — never plead
guilty.

Cool and ocoasionally smiling during a 22
minute court appearance vesterday, Sirhan B.
Sirhan, 24, said “not guilty” in a clear firm voice
to answer the charge of fafally shooting the
brother of the labe President.

Superior Court Judge Richard B, Schauer set
the Jordandan's trial for Nov. L
- Sirhan's attorney, Russell B. Parscus, did not
have his client enter a plea of “nol guilty by
reason of insanity” as many had expected. How-
over, the attorney kept open his option to offer
such a plea at a later time.

STRATEGY .

After the heaning, Mr. Parsons indicated he
will try to show the former race track exercise

i -boy was not guilty of premeditation or malice in

shooting the New York senator the night of ls

" vietory in the California presidential primary.

-,

H
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“This defense will permil us to show the what
and why of the case,” the attorncy said. '"Those
are the real issues, If this is the man, did he do
it? What prompted him? Wiry did he do it? Is he .
responsible?”

California law defimes firs! degree murder —
which carvies the death penalty — as murder
committed *“with malice aforethought.” If Mr.
Parsons can show the crime was not premeditat-
ed, a jury might find Sirhan guilly of second
degree mwirder, carrying a sentence of five years
te life, I the aftorney could prove lack of malice,
it would open the door to a manslaughter convic,
tion. The sentenci for that 5 1 Lo 5 years,
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LOS WMNELES—TM
prosecutl aled yester-
day that an investigation
had preduced no evidence of
a conspiracy or any suspect
other than Sirhan B. Sirhan
in the agsassination of Sen,
Robert F. Kennedy.

Deputy Distriet Attorney
Lynn Compton, appearing at
a hearing, which set a new
date of Dec. 9 for beginning
of Sirhan’s trial, produced
the transcribed testimony of
67 persons who said they
saw the 24-year-old Jorda-
nian at' the Ambassador

Hotel the night of June 4-5,

when Kennedy was fatally
wounded.

The testimony of 15 other
persons, who said they saw
Sirhan practicing at a tar-
get-shooting range on June
4, was also presented and
made available to Sirhan's
attorney, Russell B. Parsons,
to prepare the defense,

Superjor Court Judge
Herbert V. Walker an-
nounced at the hearing that
he intended {8 TUPR up the
Jury every night of the irial
once }f is sworn. i

17 3 _ }3 ,gLS‘JéZl 35//

SEARCHED ol e INDEXED —rv
SERIALIZED L= FILED _ b
0CT 161968

FB! — WASH. F. O, =
Toeaar (H



M Lo

e
| SN
‘;\ 3L

Qo

v

SRS (_)__.

Qr

ol

B ) ‘.1,’1‘\'!

3

-

+~Sirhan 7
Search
Held Legal

By Gene Handsaker

LOS ANGELES q
(AP)—A judge today d
motion {o suppress €
that the defense S
seized illegally from thig
of Slrhan Bighara
charged with murderi
Robert'F. Kerriedy:
Superior Judge He
Walker held thaf-p
#peasonsble  autho
enter the home wi
" gearch warrant, beca
‘of Sirhan’s brothers I

consent.

Sirhan, 24¢yearold
nian ummgrant face
Dec. ® on 4 charge .|

. dered Kennedy. The'
was -shot June 5 after
' the California presidents
. maty election and die
+ Jater, Sitrhan wag BT

prosecigdond ‘
. Brothey Gaye P
The judge ngted tha
t ruling onthe admn
no evidence, but

e
a;er or mot it shouls g ol

bro i

they eould séarol,
Sirhgn’é mothe'r that
no, authigHzation: v

t she. gava

Pirgons ~argned: “There wag

o rehsonable cdusé f_or Fgit.
ing the

br higd/ no rig
egt fo a sgamh °f

~male occupant, who had no

Mnidhy by pohce and relanves
.2 .

folise. I'am buying it,” she;

PDefense ettomey Russell ‘.E '

(e‘

é head prosecutor.caunt-ls
ered ‘that the search followed |:
a conference with “the oldest

objections.” -
The judge noted that thel,
brother “took the key, opened
the door and ajlowed them
in’, - the motion {o suppress
ewdence is denied.”
The -decision followed testi-

irhan.
majfther at Work

The mothier, Mary, said she

at work at a nursing
ol at the time of the
ch and neither authorized|.
or gave permission for any-}
to be removed. “It is my

S Toom jneluded two large
idtebooks, a small~brown spi-
3 tebook 8. U8, Tredsury
yel e wrth penctl writing/
brip; with thy eg -

of Sir an & cardboar
penc;l writing, a dam-
.28 cartridge, two physi
5" business cards, two gun
ng patches and shme
r solvent. Pl
he evidence is deetned iml [
fant- by both sides. Poliee
¢ sald the notebooks con-
¥ 18 to 20 pages of hand:
some in Arabic, some/.
lish. Mayoi Sebtiel Wi

yiaatd yide

(77
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{Closed-TV
iPlan Studied

"LOS ANGELES (UPD) A
felevision camera hidden iff a
ake, air conditioning unit mfay
ansmit proceedings of the gir-
an B. Sirhan murder trial via
osed circuit to reporters in an-,
er room.

Superior Court Judge Herbert
. Walker, who will preside ati

will hold a hearing probably
next week, to see if their are any
objections to the hookup,
plamned because of limited seat-
ing space in the courtroom.
Waiker said postponement pf
Sirhan’s trial until after the fist
of the year also will be consid-
ered at | the hearing, e
24-year-old[Jordanian immigrdrit
;vas sthedyied to go on trial Dec.

cuit coverage can be worked
out, it would mark the first time
in California that court proceed-
‘ings have been televised.

The judgé said “‘well over 1007
‘TEporters s t credentials to
cover the trial, and only 35 of f5
seats in the courtroom pick

8Trhan Triat—

If arrangements for closed cir-|

(for the trial are available fo

Jnews n2dia,
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" Grant Cooper, the allorney who twice gol 4
ung jury in the famous Finch-Tregoft murdas
ials in Califomia in 1961, has taken over th

efense of Sirhan B. Sirhan, held in the slaying of {
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Sirhan Attorney
Admits Telling Lie

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 4
(UPI)—A lawyer scheduled to
defend Sirhan B, Sirhan on a
charge of slaying Sen. Robert
F. Kennedy admitted to a Fed-
eral grand jury Friday that'he
lied in court in another case.
_Attorney Grant B. Cogper, a
member of Sirhan's three-man
.defense team, spent three
hours before a grand jury in-
quiring into certain aspects of
the recent friars Club card
cheating trail in whick Cooper
represented one of the de-
fendants,

The grand jury is studying
reports that Cooper obtained
access to franscripts of secret
| grand jury hearings that pre.
ceded the Friars Club trial,
The transcripts had not been
made piublic, and were not
supposed to be available to de-
fense attorneys.
| The matter came to light
|when a transcript of testimony

! gM.e grand jury bg__mﬁ-_“

.& counsel table near Cooper in

B
fe A
e

dian Phil Silvers was found on

July during the Friars Club
trial.

In conferences with U.S,
District Court Judge William
P. Gray at the time Cooper re-
portedly told the 'trial judge
he found the Silvers transeript
on a table in the court room.

“I didn't tell the truth,”
Cooper said Friday, "because.
it would have pointed a finger
at my client.”

Cooper declined to reveal
where. he got the transcripts,

pleading the privacy of the

lawyer-client relationship. Re
will appear in court ag{in
Monday on the issue. ‘
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[ $irhan Defense nges \

n His Mental Capa(ﬂty

By Ralph Dighton

Agsociated Pross

LOS ANGELES—Sirhan
Bishara Sirhan goes to trial
Tuesday on a charge of mur-
dering Sen, Robert F. Ken-
nedy—and a quirk in Cali-
fornia law could save him
from the gas chamber if he
is found guilty.

The quirk i¢ a hair-split-
ting technicality, reinforced
by several decisions since
1949 but little known out-
side California, which recog-
nizes a person may be le-
gally sane yet still not fully
responsible for his actions.

A number of legal and psy-
chiatric authorities believe
the 24-year-old Jordanian’s
counsel might use a defense
known as “diminished re-
sponsibility” to seek a ver-
diet short of first-degree
murder and a lesser penalty
than death,

Presentation of evidence
by both sldes is expected to
take two months or longer.
There are indications that
more than 200 witnesses will
be called. ]

~Some are expected {o say
that Sirhan waited in a
kitchen area of the Ambas-
sador Hotel early last June
5 as Kennedy announced to
a gathering of his support-
ers that he had won the Cal-
ifornia Democratic presiden-
tial primayy.

Then, the prosecution will
attempt - to show, Sirhan
began blazing away with a
small-caliber pistol as Ken-
nedy and others passed by.

Kennedy and five bystand-
ers were wounded. The Sen-
ator died later in a hospital.

The setting of the trial is

See SIRHAN, A6, Col. 3
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SIRHAN, From Al .

Supernior Count Depa::tment
107, an eightb-floor court-
room in the gray stone Hall
of Justice, .

Quarter-inch steel plates
have been placed inside the
courtroom’s four windows—
a precaution taken also for
pre-brial heariugs on the
13th floor, where Sirhan is
held under heavy guard.

Oeccupying the  court-
room’'s 75 spectator seats
will be a hand-picked squad
of sheriif's officers, witness
and newsmen., Although 114
reporters have been given
credentials to cover the
trial, there will be space in
the courtroom for only 37,

he others will observe by

losed circuit television in a
gom four flatrs below.,

Algo seated in the couri.
room will be Sichan’s
mother, Mary, and brothers
Adel, 29, and Munir, 21, of
suburban Pasadena.

The cast charged with
seeking Justice for Sirhan

I will include:

®* The presiding jurist, Su-

| perior Court Judge Herbert

V. Walker, 68, a bushy.
browed dean of the Los An.

| geles ériminal bench,

" ® The three prosectitors,
led by Lynn “Buck” Comp.
ton, 46, pipe.puffing, one-
time UCLA faotball player
who won a Silver Star
medal when He jumped dnto
Frence with the 10ist Alr-
borne . Diviglen, at . Nor-

CAl

PAG

mandy. He is the county's
chief deputy district attor-
ey,

-‘-—'Pn-?é" for the d&ense,
f\..led by muqaell B. Parsons,

[T

SIRHAN B. SIRHAN
. trial opens Tuesday

89, wispy, bespectacled law-
yer who has tried 5000 cases
in nearly 50 years’ practice.
Parsong is proudest of his
role in the 1854 Charles
Cahan case, In which the
California Supreme Court
ruled that evidence illegally
obtained cannot be used
against a defendant in a
criminal case.

The likelihood that Sir-
han's attorneys may use the
“diminished responsihility”
defense arises from the fact
that the position has several
times won a reduced sen-
tence or even acquittal. In
most states a defendant
must be’ found either sane
or insane; in California, he

-can be held partially insane

Interviews with lawyers

'»and'psychiatr-l_sts show these

avenues are open for Sir-
han:
® The defense may offer

£

LIE vnob e L
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evidence that the act was
not premeditated, which
would make it second-de-
gree murder punishable by
five years to life in prison.

® The defense may try to
prove that Sirhan's mental
capacity was diminished to a
point where he was not ca-
pable of malice. This would
be manslaughter, punishable
by up to 15 years in prison.

Diminished respons:blhty
has been claimed in several
cases when the defense
could not establish legal in-
sanity but could show the
person was influenced by
rage, fear, obsession, drugs
or even alcohol.

Sirhan pleaded not guilty
last Aug. 2,

Legal authorities pointed
out that the plea of inno-
cence did not necessarily
mean Sirhan was denying
he killed Kennedy. Since he
is charged with murder with
malice aforethought, the
“not guilty” plea eould have
meant simply that he was
denying malice.

Parsons, at a news confer-
ence following the plea,
said:

“I haven't seen any evi-
denee yet that he had any
malice.”

He also said the not guilty
Plea “permits us to show the
what and why-—what are the

ﬁl'rhanDePense Tied to Megltal

women. The brotherdim-law
moved on ‘her menacingly
and she fired five quick
shots, wounding him se-:
verly. The man recovered. |
"The woman was placed on
probation. j

“The defense shnwed that. '
.she was in a state: of‘d;mm--
ished capaelty ‘throtgh ter--:
ror,” Caruso gaid, Mbecauss
she kept ‘on firihg whes it
was no  longer lnecessafy.;
You will recall tlmt. Su-han-

is accused of domng mueﬁ!t,

the: same thifg. Seni Kens:
medy was ~struck by three'
bullets, and five other pq-r»
sons were wounded. .

“The more bid

A

by the Dros| :
serve Sirhai,’ ity
clusioris te may

reached have -nok (been
closed.

veloping

since 1949, when the St
Supremé Court rul
judge errad in bary

real issues — if he is the. h

man, why did he do ™
Parsons  himsel. thus

seemed to set the stage £or & .. psye

diminished-capacity defense
——which need not be declared
prior to the trial,

Paul Caruso, a Los Ange- -

lege defense attorney not in-
volved in the Sirhan case,
says: “The basic question is

| mot whether Sirhan kiiled,

but If he did, why did he do
it? It conld be that he
wasn't killing 4 man,, but

kiling & symbol, Kennedy-

had urged military aid for
Israel, a country Sivhan
hated. Is it murder to kill a
Bymbal? To me, this betrays

1 his

¢

_obsession. whish oould ..
ish .men*ﬁal ea‘pa,«




rthouse Security Mobilized

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 6 (UPD — Sirhan B. Sithan
was desonibed today as being in an eaper but
“realisiic mood” cn the eve of his trial in the
assassination of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

The tighlest security in the hisfory of American
courts was being marshalled for the trial on the
eighth floor of the Los Angeles County Hall of
Justice, not only to protect Sirhan but also the
judke, jury, lawyers and witnesses.

irhan will be escorted daily inside the building
un heavy guard in ap elevator from his 14th
flodr cell and thvu a steel-plated corrider to the
couniroom.

A defense lawyer who saw Sirhan during the
weekend was asked what the 24+-year-old Jorda-
nian immigrant thowght of his chances in th2 face
of the overwhelming eyewitness evidence upon
which the prosecution is basing a charge of first-

murder carrying 2 maximum penalty of
death in the California gas chamber,

“We have been realistic with him all along and
he isin a realistic mood,” the lawyer said,

“He has been vemy cooperative and helpful i
preparing his case and wants to get it under wa
His frame of mind is about what yeu would e
pect of anyone charged with a capital evime."
AWYER IN DUTCH
rant B. Cooper, the chief defense lapyer, wag

ided io appear in court today {dr furthe

foning about his admission thai he k=d abaut

5

itself.

Sirhan ‘Ready’ for Trial

obtammg a grand jury transeript in another re. }
cent case. ;
Mr, Cooper] one of the top eriminal lawyers on §
the West Coast and former president of the Los
Angeles Bar Associafion, said he “didn’t fell the ¢
truth” because- “it would have peined a finger aj §
my client.”” His hearing was not expected to de- §
lay the Sirhan trial.
Another Sirhan lawyer, Emile Zola Berma of 3
New York, has said candidly that the pringpal}
objective of the defense is to save Sirhan ffom{
ecuticn.
JURY SEQUESTERED
Ofce the jury is selected, its members will beg
ed up nightly in a hotel during the expectedgy
three months of trial. g
The proceedings will be televised from a cam g
€ra in an air conditoning unit in the rear of thel
court and sent py closed circuit to a screen in arg
auxiliary courtrdom on the fourth floor set as|df¢
for the maore 100 members of the press wigd
could not be apcommodated in the trial zs
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LOS ANGELES—Sirhan
B. Sirhan, the 24year-old
Jordanian immigrant ac-
" cused of murdering Sen,
i Robert F. Kennedy, goes on
" trial today ih an armor-
. plated courtroom.
One of his dttorneys,
" Emile Zola Berman of New
York, said the main objec-
" tive is “to save hig Uife.”
| A first-degree murder con-
viction could bring, the death
.penal-ty ta Sirhan. He is being
tned ‘hefore Superior Court
; Judge . Herbert V. ‘Walker,
‘whe pronounfed the death
. penalty 21 jyears ago for
- Cary! Chessmjan, the rapist
+ who. dled in thie gas chamber
- in 1960. - ‘
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Sirhan’s Trial Begins |
Today in Los Angeles
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By RICIIARD STARNES

Soripps-Howard Staff Writar -

LOS ANGELES, Jan 8 — Sirhaa Bishara Siv-
fun, the accused assassin of Sen. Robert P, Ken-
nedy, is a toodighily coiled wraith of & man
whose prison pallor is almost luminous in iis
intomnsity,

Mr. Sirhan, in courl here yeslerday for the
pepening of his Leinl for murder, fidgeted and,
twitehed his way (hru a brief sessien in Superior
Judge Herbert V. Walker's courtioem, aiternately
bronding pver whal promises o be a marulhon
skein of legalisms and darting brief, shy smiles
at his mothor and yeuager br othu

A slight figurdé at best (he ence aspired Ln br, a
jockey) Mr. Sirhan looked waxen and emaciaied
after his seven menths of close confinement in a
windowless call on the 13th floor of the huge Hall
of Justice Duildina, For Lhe 216 days sinee the
stopring of Sen. Kewnedy last June 5, Mr. Sirhan's
wifrld has been. an austere, suieide-proof cubicle
that measures six by eight feot,

Ir. Sithun, 24, whose swarthy eoloring testifies
to his Arab ances(ry, seemed do take inferest in
the, pmuudm"s in Judge Walker's court only
once when judge and counsol casually alluded lo
tho death penally in discussiag a point of law, At
that point Mr. Sirhan’s dark, troubled eyes
seemed to retveat furlber into their eavernous
sockels, as il only now had the man fully under-
stoud how desperate a situalicd he was in,

FAMILY PRLSENT ]

The defendanl’s mether, Mery, a plump, care-
worn  dumpling of a woman, and his brother,
Mueiv, 21, sal in the last row of seals in the
courtream,  watching  {he brief opening session
rlr,aL!y and talking togelhor quietly in their na-
iva Jurdanian diatect.

Winnlever befalls the accused assnssin as tha
rewdl of his trial, he seoms as safe [rom the
posshilily of counterassassination as human inge-
nully can render fum, Securily precautions Lulen
hy he Los Angoles sherill’s department are un-
procedesled in their (horoness, Holders of the
40-odd prized press seats in Judge Walker's court.
room are subjocted lo 2 folsking more thoro than
any con remember experiencing, Even the shake-
down given reporters at fhe trial of Adolph Eichs

e in Jerusilem uﬂhl years ago wus miuch less

Lo,

In an wnlechambor oulside Lhe heavily gu-ude

el idletlonr . cortlrnom where Mr, Sichan 1s on' -

(CONTINURDY ON PAGE 2.1
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DEFENSE MAKES MOVES ——

;A Pale Sirhan
 Faces the Court

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1.)
gbrial for his life, reporters must first empty their i

1ipockets and then submit to a thoro Irnsklmg. Even

’the soles of one’s shoes are examined. Finally, |
another deputy examines the reporler’s gerson
with an electronic device that emits a amtly
hysterical beeping whenever its invisible r
ter metal such as belt buckles or the nails in
heels.

1 Bven reporters assigned to an overflow aux!-
liary couriroom viewing the trial by closed-circuit
television are subject fo a somewhat less riZorous
search, altho their post is four floors below Judge

| Watker’s courtroom.

After all these securily precautions, anytijng
short of an escape attempt would have seemed an
anficimax, and that's just what the opening fes-

sion turned out to be.
HEARS MOTIONS

Chlef defense attorney Granf B. Cooper opened
%e ial by asking permission {o argue a motion

) Judge Walker's chambers. To argue it in open
court, he said, would ‘“complicate things.” The
three defenise lawyers and the the'ee prosecutors §
spent nearly an hour in chambers, and when the 3
opeq session resumed Mr. Cooper offered three [
fmore motions. One, a technical motion to set §
aside Mr. Sirhaw’s plea of not guilty so that a §
Bmotion could be offered to quash the indiciment,
will be argued at today's afternoon session, ,
d Judge Walker, who has formidably bushy eye- §
brows . and whose attitude seems to be ¢

oper  could rmﬂnmtntaﬂerﬁmemhasdeter
fnined Mr. Sirhan's inmocence or guili. :
Observers expect Mr. Sirhan to be found guillfl |
{ some degree of murder, He was wrestled
ghe floor and a pistol taken from him secong
pller Sen, Kemnedy was mortally wounded, TYR
Ehooting took place at the Ambassador Hotel hell
o the earlyauorning hours just after Sen. Ren
had narrowly defeated Sen, Eugene McCar
in the - California Democratic presidential -
mary. Five others who were wounded have recl-
p ed and all are expected to tesfify against Nar.

Mr, Sithan is found of
pr, and i the jury ““&‘im&“* 3

immigrant mey. b put fo )
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. Yo . —UP} Photo-
i irhan B. Sirban, arrives. for frial wit
Mry. Mary Sirhan, mother of S ::) iy _
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