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he hed approximately one hundred feet of fila or three aminutes
left on his magazine and he used this, ETHEL KENNEDY came up
to the Senator's side at this time screaming for people to
move back. WILSOR said he slso started shoving and yelling
for the people to move.

4 LEWIS fought his way through the cxowd to the
Colonial Room, thias location is correct to the best of his
knowledge, for s fresh megazine of film. On returning, WILSOW
said he reloaded the camers but was so upset he could pot
contfrue his sasignment, A friend, SIMS, Life Magazine,
New York City, asked i{f he could help apd WILSON geve him the
camars to continue the filaing,

WILSON said he and another person msoved two laundry
carts in front of the corridor which led to the elewator to
block this entrence off. A few minutes later two los Angeles
policemen entered through this corridor sud WILSON had to move
the carts to allow them to enter. The only others who left or
entared by this corridor were tha ambulance attendsnta and then
Senator ROBRRT EENNEDY was removed on stretcher through the
same corridor,

VILSON stated he atayed in the corridor approximstely
ten to fifteen minutes following the ramoval of Senator XERNEDY
then want intc the Bellroom and talked to MWALTER/DOMBRON of CBS,
He wap vith him a short time and then went to hik room at the
Anbasssdor Notal.

WILSOR said that/ his crev was the only crevw with
RUY at time shooting. 7The other newsmen that he

JAR, NBC, Wpgh ton, D, C., that e in the corridar

e shooting. » At 8o time, sew SIRHAN ealithar before,

_ or after the shooting. He seid he could not racall

seeing SIRBAN In Oregont but if he had 1t would not have registered.
He nlg he could not recall sseing “tha girl in the palks dot
dress,
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On June 19, 1968, JIIi WILSON, 14527 Barkwood Jrive,
Rockville, lMaryland, was interviewed and furnished the following
information:

WILSON stated he is a photographer and at the time of
assassination was under contract for CBS, He was with Senator
ROBERT KENNEDY in Oregon and California, carrying out his
assignment with other members of his team, The other two members
were JOHN W, LEWIS and BGB FUNK,

WILSON said, prior to the Senator's speech in Lmbassy
Room of the Ambassador Hotel, he had met with the Senator and
BILL BARRY to discuss coverage of the speech. He asked permission
of the two to let him precede them into the umbassy Room for
filming purposes. Permission was granted and they left the
Senator's room to ride the elevator dowvnstairs, He missed the
first elevator but got onto the second one. This elevator did
not work so he ran down five flights of stairs and arrived in
the Embassy Room before the Senator. He filmed the party entering
the room and up to the stage. Uuring the speech he stood on a chair
on the stage and filmed the speech, After the speech was completed
he filmed the Senator until he reached the curtains at back of
stage then followed him., WILSON said the means of exit was of
no surprise to him., lie had no difficulty with the crowd at this
time and followed the Senator and his party down the corridor,
Near the swinging doors in corridor he heard the first shot but
did not realize what it was. At the sound of the second shot
BILL LEVWIS said, "They are shooting.'" He said he did not recall
seeing BILL BARRY or ETHEL KENNEDY at this time, WILSON stated
there were approximately fifteen rows of people between the
Senator and his crew when the shooting started but they moved
over to the wall leaving an open asisle from him to the Senator
vho was on the floor. He moved forward filming to within five
feet of the Senator's head and dropped to his knees, WILSON said
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cely vne wandwes I2et of fila ur turee nlnutes
nZine 2and he used this, wlusl KilwedI cone up
sic¢e ~t this time scresning for peonle to
move back, UILSGMN erid he 2150 strrted shoving ~nd yelling
for the people to move,

DILL L&7IS fought Liis way through the crowd to the
Colonial Room, this locstion is correct to the best of his
knowvledge, for a fresh magazine of film, On returning, WILSON
said he reloaded the camera but was so upset he could not
continue his assignment., A friend, JuElRY SIMS, Life lingazine,
New York City, asked if he could help and WILSON gave nin the
camera to continue the filming.,

WILSON seid he and enother person moved two leundry
carts in front of the corridor which led to the elevator to
block this entrance off. A few minutes later two Los Jingeles
policemen entered through this corridor and WILSON had to move
the carts to 2llow them to enter. The only others who left or
entered by this corridor were the ambulance attendants and then
Senator ROBERT KENNEDY was removed on stretcher through the
same corridor,

WILSON stated he stayed in the corridor approximately
ten to fifteen minutes following the removal of Senator KENNEDY
then went into the Ballroom and talked to WALTER DOMBROW of CBS,
He was with him a short time and then went to his room at the
Ambassador Hotel.

WILSON said that his crew was the only crew with
Senator KENNiDY at time of shooting. The other newsmen that he
could recall were BILL EPPRIDGE, Life Magazine, New York, and
HENRY KOKOJAN, NBC, Washington, D. C., that were in the corridor
during the shooting. He, at no time, saw SIRHAN either before,
during or after the shooting. He said he could not recall
seeing SIRHAN in Oregon but if he had it would not have registered,
He said he could not recall seeing '"the girl in the polka dot
dress,"
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gestures and screaming at the suspect, who looked terrified.
JESSIL UNRUH of Vashington, D, C. got on a table and

tried to get the crowd away from the suspect., UNRUH said,
"Je want this one alive."

About fifteen minutes before the shooting,
LITTLEWOOD had walked througihh the kitchen area to the
Embassy Ballroom. He could not recall ever having seen
the suspect,IRHAN SIRHAN before. Also, he could not
recall having seen a young lady wearing a polka dot dress
in the kitchen corridor of the hotel, LITTLEWU.D said he
did not hear anyone call out, "We've shot him."

LITTLEWCOD did pot know what route KuN::iDY would
use to go from the Embassy Room to the Colonial Room but
thought he probably would walk through the crowd of supporters
as it was his custom to walk through groups of well wishers,
The reporters had been told to use the kitchen area as a
corridor since the hotel was crowded., LITTLEWOOD described
the people in the Embassy Room as an orderly one prior to
the shooting., It was air conditioned but the television
lights made it seem very warm., LITTLEWOOD did not know
what KENNEDY planned to do after talking with the press
in Colonial Room,

A lot of non press peophe came to the Colonial
Room during the evening because of the television set there,
Several times an effort was made to have a guard at the
door to keep out people who did not have press credentials
but this was difficult to do and persons could enter the
room from the kitchen corridor also., Complaints were made
about the number of the people in the room who were not
with the press. These complaints were made to HUGH MAC DGMALD,
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LITTLEWOUD raised the guestion as to how
SIRHAN SIRHAN knew KDY would use the kitchen corridor
route to the Colonial Room from the Embassy Ballroom,

Other persons representing the press who
LITTLEWOOD recalled being present at the time of the
shooting are:

JULES WHITCUVER, Newhouse Yapers,
Washington Press Building, Washington, D. C.

JACK GERMOND, Gennet Papers,
Washington Press Building, Washington, D. C.

WILLIAM THIS, United Press

LITTLEWOOD added, he was with KENNEDY the day
before the primary élection in California. He was not with

KENNEDY in the Oregon primary campaign. LITTLEWOOD was with

the earlier KENNEDY campaign in California, in April, 1968,
On the Sunday preceding the election in California,
LITTLEWOOD was with KENNEDY in Santa Anna, San Francisco
and San Diego, California,
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Congressman T.iuiis J. 2.8 of California
sald he Vas present on the pnodiun in the Lmbogsy 2
at the =Mbassador lotel in Los Jnreles, California
during the evening of June 4, 1968, Senator RU5.NT o, WELLDY
was making a victory sweech thieve alter hoviig won the primary
election in California Zor Democratic Party nomination as
President. 2058 left the vodium and walled toverd his

vight as he faced the audience, QEws joinoed Lis wife

near the exit and waited for KaizZdY, Instead of coming

that way wviiich was one way to the otner ballroom wiere
additional supaorters were gothered, WKailibY and others

in his ilumediate party walked to the rear of the stoge
and into the kitchen corridor of the hotel, 2UiiS said
he does not lmow anything about any ciange of plans
involving K&Lis¥'s exit from the ballroom. kS

said he had traveled with the XL:IDY party eztensively
during the California primary capaign. Crowd control
practices oiften used a flank holdback of the crowd to
allow a person to move casier. This had allowved i S to
join nis wife in the area near vhere reporters vere
covering tie speecii.

RS said he heard siiots wilich he thougiht at
First might have been firecrackers. i panic seemed to have
been started by this, Within about thirty seconds, soneone
asiked over the microphone if there was a voctor in the house?
Then someone said, KiliDY had been shot, RIS said
he attempted to get peonle to leave rather than to reentor
tite Ballroom as many were trving to do.
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BOB FUNK, 7019 Sheridonna Lane, Alexandria,
Virginia, was interviewed on June 21, 1968, and furnished
the following information,

‘ FUNK stated he worked with the crew of JIM WILSON
and BILL LEWIS which was under contract to CBS for coverage
of Senator ROBERT KENNEDY's campaign. He had been with
KENNEDY through the Oregon and California campaign.

He s&id prior to the shooting they had been in the
room vhere the victory party was being held and was told by
JERRY BRURO that KENNEDY was going to the Embassy Reom. They

went up to KENNEDY's suite of rooms in order to do proper coverage,

When KENNEDY got onto the elevator to go to the Embassy Room -
FURK said he and his crew ran down five flights of stairs to be
able to film the acceptance speech., By the time they arrived
KENNEDY was on the stage, He said they had to shoulder their
way through the crowd to the stage and he does not think
Senater KENNEDY came in through the crowd. After the speech,
KENNEDY turned and looked left then right as though trying

to decide how to leave, FUNK said he heard a man, unknown

say “this way Senator, it's clear," . As the Senator left
through the rear they followed, At approximately the swing-
ing doors he heard what sounded like paper cups popping when
someone stamps on them., He first realiged it was gun fire
when he saw plaster fall from the ceiling where a bullet hit,
His crew shoved their way to the Senator, filming, As he knelt
he could see the Senator moving his eyes and his lips were
moving but FUNK said he could not hear what he was saying.

FUNK stated WILSON képt filming until the magazine was empty,
LEWIS left to get more film and when he brought it back WILSON
removed the empty magazine and re-threaded the camera. WILSON
then laid the camera down.
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FUNK said LEWIS and he then tried te keep the
crowd away, When the ambulance crew arrived FUNK said he
gave the camera to JERRY SIMS and the twe of them followed
the ambulance to both hospitals taking photegraphs., '

FUNK said he had given one of his passes to JENNY
RONNELLI (phonetic), North Hollywood, California, telephone
mmber 766-7626, so she could attend the speech in the Embassy
Room, The day following the assassination RONNELLI told him
that a man had approached her in the Embassy Room and asked for
one of her passes sb he could go té the kitchen and see the
Senator, She refused and vhen she saw SIRHAN on television
she said that was the man who had asked her for the pass,

FUNK said he has never seen SIRHAN or the girl in
the "Polka dot-dress."

(1]
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HEALEY said he heard SIRHAN SIRHAN had been
hanging around the press room earlier in the evening but
he could not recall having seen SIRHAN there. HEALEY
also said he could not recall ever having seen SIRHAN SIRHAN
anywhere, HEALEY said he covered the campaign of
Senator ROBLRT FRANCIS KEMNEDY for the''New York Daily News'
in Indiana, Oregon, South Dakota and California,
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Mr, PAUL HOPE, correspondent for the
"Washington Star'' newspaper furnished the following
information:

He was assigned to the campaign party of the late
Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY, and was with the party in Oregon
and California.

At the time of the shooting in the Ambassador
Hotel, Mr, HOPE was in the press headquarters located in
the Colonial Room of the hotel.

Sometime during the evening of June 4, the press
corps was advised by an unrecalled person that Senator
KENNEDY would come to the Colonial Room for a press conference.
The election returns were coming in slowly, and the Senator
was delayed.

While in the Colonial Room, Mr, HOPE heard shots
in the nearby kitchen area, and immediately rushed out to
see what had happened.

After determining that Senator KENNEDY had been shot,
he saw a man later identified as SIRHAN SIRHAN struggling
with several persons,

Mr. HOPE advised he had never seen SIRHAN SIRHAN
before, either on the campaign or earlier in the evening.

He did not see or notice any woman in a polka dot
dress.

When he lemrned that Senator KENNEDY would attend
a press conference in the Colonial Room,he either assumed or
heard the Senator would come through the kitchen area from the

Embassy Room which he described as being "jammed",
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Mr. HOPE noticed the following persons in the
kitchen area after ths shooting within seconds after
hearing the shots:

WARREN ROGERS, Washington, D.C. ''Look' magazine
writer.

JULES WITCOVER, Newhouse Newspapers, Washington, D.C,

ROBERT HEALY or HEALEY, "Boston Globe", Boston
Massachusetts.

Mr. HOPE also advised he had interviewed a uniformed
security guard who claimed to have been leading Senator
KENNEDY by the arm when he was shot., The guard's name is
EUGENE CESAR.

Mr. HOPE was not aware of the security firm who
employed CESAR,

N
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T, kﬁgi,lkﬁu, cgrrespondent for the
"“Washington b;a?:/ﬁewsgaper farnished the following

information:

He was assigned to the campalgn party of the late
Senator ROBLERT F. KiNBeLY, and was with the party In Oregon
and California,

£t the time of the shooting in the Ambassador
Hotel, ir, HOFE was in the press headauarters located in
the Colonial koom of the hotel,

Sometime during the evening of June 4, the press
corps vas advised hy an unrecglled person that Senator
KINNEDRY would come to the Colonial Koom for a press confarence,
The election returns were coming in slowly, and the Senater
wes delayed.

while in the Cslonial Boom, Mr. HOFL heard shots
in the nearby kitchen area, and ilmmediately rushed out teo
see what had happenaed.

After determining that Senator KZNNEDY had heen shot,
he saw a man later identifled as SIRHAN SIRHAN struggling
with several persons.

Mr. HOPK advised he had never seen SIRHAN SIRHAN
before, alther on the campaign or earlier {n the evening.

He did not see or notice any woman in a polka dot
dress.

When he learned that Senatox KERNEDY would attend
a gress conferpnce in the Colﬁnial Rnom.he either assumed or
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70 SAC, ALBANY

FROM:WA?, SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156)
A

SUBJECT: KENSALT

Re Butel to Phoenix dated 6/20/68.

Pursuant to Bureau instructions, this is a criminal
investigation and as guch, unless unusual circumstances prevail,
results should be forwarded on 302 Form for inclusion in
investigating report by Los Angeles.

Los Angeles prepares 30 coples of each report in
this matter., BEach office should either forward stencils to
Los Angeles, in which case an original 302 will be returned,
or forward 30 copies of respective FD-302.
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