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WFO 173-135

from the area of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, the middle-aged
redheaded woman appearing in both photographs, approached

Senator KENNEDY. DEL RIO made an effort to physically force the
Senator to one side to avoid confrontation with the woman, but
the Senator rebuked his efforts and squarely faced the woman.

As related by DEL RIO, who was standing next to Senator KENNEDY,
a definite smell of alcohol was evident about her. She
immediately directed uncomplimentary remarks to Senator KENNEDY
such as "What the hell did you ever do for New York State --

I'm a taxpayer from New York -- What are you doing here?'" Although
highly offensive and disrespectful in her words, DEL RIO stated
that nothing in the nature of a threat was made by this woman.

He stated that during her tirade, Senator KENNEDY merely looked
her straight in the eye, not saying anything. He thereafter
returned to his car and departed the area.

Subsequent to the ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier, DEL RIO and the Brigade 2506 group went to the grave
of the late President JOHN F., KENNEDY to make a floral
presentation there., At that time, the above unidentified woman
was again observed in the company of the unidentified white
middle-aged man, who appears in the photographs with her. DEL
RIO commented that this unidentified man also carried a strong
odor of alcohol on his person. When the unidentified woman
began making def;bgatory comments about Cubans being trash and
that they should be thrown out of the country, DEL RIO indicated
that he lost his patience and personally had words with this
woman, calling her "a drunken bitch."
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were four or five shots, or more. He iniormed that there was

a definite pau"~ petween the irxrst shot and the subseguent
shots, VWITCOVER statved that he turned around and first noted
RCOSEVELT GREER and others vhom he ¢id not imnediately
identify, He advised he did not notice the suspect immediately
as there was aloft of pushing in one area. He did notice

an individueal with his hand in the 2ir and there was a gun

in this hand. He advised he 1s nct certain at this time

in which hand the gzun was but he believed it was in the right
hand

WITCOVER informed thet he did not ses KENNEDY on
the floor Limnediately as therc were three or {cur peopvle
around him, He stated there was no crowd at thatv particular
time, He advised that he noticed blood on KEVNEDY's head
and his hdnj and that his mouth and eyzs were open. He
thousht that KENNEDY had been shot in the head and stomach,
inasruch as the hard on his stowmach had blocd on it. He
notlced that KENNEDY at this point wias still alive,

WITCOVER iniormed that he then turned around and
noted a scufile was continuing with the su,ncct and nov
ROOSLVELT GREER and RATFORD JOINbOA end ochers wore holding
the suspeect, Present at this pcint vere yells,“ Get the
gun,; kil him, don't kill him ," and the sccne was complcte
pandenonium,

He informed that there were nc pollice or doctors
for aporoximetely {iiteen minutes and it was his thought
that it tcok approximately five minutes to get the gun fron
the suspect.

He noticed that GREER had a headlo
and that thcy had 7ipally succeedced in rengcy
dovin the corridor away irom KENNEDY,

He releted that pholographers vere all arourd
KIMEDY at this tome taking photogrephs zna I1rally the
aides came and punh.a th phOthraJhcl~ out o the way,
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however, the photographers continuved to tale photographs.
Mrs. ROBERT I, KXENIEZEDY came several minutes later, knelt
down beside her husband and said somethling to him or was
prayinz She finpally got up and asked the photographers

to lﬁavc and then linelt back down by her nhusband. Shortly
thercaiter, a security police came, took his gun 2ut and
then NILLIAM BARRY, an &aide to the LbNLDY campaign, told
this man to put his gun away,. This man then went to the
arca whecre the uvpcbt wag., PFinally, about one half dozen
Ios Angeles police ofiiccrs came into the area and relieved
GRTER o the suspect and took nim away. Shortly thereafter.
an attendant came, placed KENNEDY on a stretcher, and ne
vas caken out of tThe area and put into an ambulauce.
WILLIAM BARRY and irs. KENNEDY accompanied KENNEDY in

the ambulance,

WITCOVER informed that after KENNEDY was taken
out, he stoocd in the room, observed the room, and went
to the press room to write nis story.

they had mc-md he suspebt d0nn to the cna of the table,
and heard the suspect say, " My leg, my lej.”

Ee described the gun s beirgasmonose revolver,

WITCGOVER stated that he did not see anyone elge
on the Tloor initially, hovever, all attention was focused
on KENDEDY, but then noticed another individual on the
floor who was vizaring a press badge. Ile later found ocut
that this person was PAUIL SCHRADE,

WITCOVER gtoted In reconstructing the maiter that
whon he left Lhe platrorm he had 2 clear passaze way belfore
ol although vhcr‘ were two women sitting in chairs on {ne
right side of the corridor end when he turned around, h2 aliso
had a car passage back ¢ the group of indivicduals, e
%ba.ed hc believed he was immediately ahead of KaNauy vhen

v
proe:-ding throusn the co rridor. He stated that he wawo
aonccrned wWith zetting 10 the Co]onia” nocn which was ¢ hae
nsed ior the press conlersnce Inasuuchh as he was intzrestod

f-
in eztting the osest plesicle ctOLJ

eal
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WITCOVLR stated that another repcrier, ROBERT
HEALY, The Boston Glcbe political editor, wrote a story .
stating he was coming through the door at the time of the
shooting, however, WITCOVER informed that he has no
recollecticn of HEALY bheing in that position,

VITCOVER stated thetothers that were in the

‘area as he 1e0511o viere RICHARD TUCK, a KENNEDY advance

man; RICHARD DRAYN&, & K&ENMEDY press man actually Senzatorv
EDWARD KINNEDY's press man; HUGH McDOWALD another KENNEDY
press man, PAUL HOPE, a reporter for the Washington tar;
JIMITY BRESLIN for the New York Pest; VIRGINIA GOI of Flair:
Magazine; and WARR:! ROGERS, The uthan» cditer ¢f Yook
Hazazine, Alsc noted was JE SE UHRUH, @ demoeratic

leader in California,

WITCOVER stated that when he noticed the su
he recalls thinking he was a membzx ol the kKitchen 3
He recalled thnis man vas short of stature, uus dark com
dark eyee and nein was wearing a btlue denim shirt and t
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