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Los Angeles

File 8-565-P
REFERENCE: Report of Agent A. M. Ryhn dated June 24, 1967.
DETAILS: : At Los Angeles, California.

WALTER BLUM was interviewed by the Board of Stewards &t Hollywood

Park on June 22, 1967. After this interview he was sent to the TRPB office where he
was questioned briefly by Agent R. ‘H. Williams. BLUM was shown a photo of ANTHONY AMERENO
alias TONY RENO by Williams. BLUM said that he knew AMERENO only as FRANK. He said that

" he visited a night spot in Hollywood with a girl last winter. FRANK was playing the trap
drums and singing, and during a break came over to BLUM's table and started a conversation.
BLUM said that he had just this one contact with FRANK and has not seen him since the Santa
Anita meeting. He said that FRANK has never driven him to Hollywood Park and he has never
loaned his Lincoln Continental to FRANK. BLUM then said that he had' to leave, but agreed.
to return for further lnterVIew at 11:00 A.M.

BLUM did return to the TRPB office:at 11:15 A.M. and was interviewed
by Agent A. M. Ryhn and Investigator Leonard Foote of the CHRB., BLUM was shown a photo
of RONALD GROSSO, whom he did not recognize, but said he had known him when they galloped
horses in New Jersey. He didYot recognize ABRAHAM KURLAND"s\ photos nor does he know him.
He does not know MANUEL LONDER SEYMOUR SlLBERSTElNg%(~PETE BAROﬁﬁ\tHe has known MARIO
GENTILE for years and knows that he is thg Master of Ceremonies in a strip joint in Balti-
more. The Flamingo Bar is next door, but BLUM said that he had never telephoned this

number nor did he know SEBASTIAN BARBARINOZ\ He does not know a MARIRE. LOBB of Baltimore I

nor has he ever called her. He knows that FRANK GENTILE of Baltimore\is a brother of
4 MARIO GENTILE but he has never called him. BLUM knew HENRY RAMISTELLA*tn New York City
. when the latter was riding. RAMISTELLA had just gotten married, so BLUM loaned him a

TV set. BLUM went to the apartment ore day in 1956 to reclaim his set, and as he left

the apartment he was stopped in the street by officers who spread-eagled him against a
' car, searched him, handcuffed him, and took him to the station. RAMISTELLA was already
there. After questioning BLUM about three $5,000 checks which he had in his wallet, the
officers warned him about associations and released him. BLUM said he had been under con- |-
‘tract as a rider to Mrs. ELIZABETH GRAHAM at $5,000 per month. .He said he had just been
“fired, so she had paid him off for three months with the three $5,000 checks. BLUM said

ever used narcotics or drugs of any sort. He sdd that he has a strict diet to keep his
j weight- down. ' ‘ '

BLUM was shown a photo of ADAM BAGDASIAN whom\he said he knew as
ADAM. He first said that he had known ADAM for about six years, then revised it to ten
years, and later to about 14 years. He said he first met. ADAM when he was in the heating
business with his brother - in Baltimore. Later, he knew ADAM when he was a horse trainer.
He said that ADAM had never made a proposition to him about race riding. BLUM said that

ADAM had called him during the Santa Anita meeting and had said that he was coming to ,
California. The next thing he knew he said he saw ADAM at Santa Anita. He had breakfast
one morning at ADAMs' motel on Colorado Boulevard in,Arcadia. ADAM had a man staying with
him at the motel, but BLUM said he does not recall his name. BLUM did not recognize the.
name of ROBERT PRAGER. : o

BLUM recognized a photo of CARL FERRARO, but saxd that he knew him
as CARL GALLO\?te said that GALLO was a clothes presser in Baltimore and a friend of _
MARIO GENTILE. He said that GALLO lived in a motel in Arcadia with MARIO GENTILE.“\BLUM
first said that he had only met these men at Santa Anita and admitted meeting GENTILE
outside the jock's room. He later admltted that GENTILE had cal]ed hxm a number of times '
THOROUGHBRED RACING PROTECTIVE BUREAU . _ =2 - : . : .
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he had no idea that RAMISTELLA had narcotics in his possession. BLUM denied that he has - |
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at his apartment in Arcadia.

BLUM said that his wife had not come out for Santa Anita and he
admi tted Yinplaying around', He said he had met the switchboard operator at the Westerner

“Motel in Arcadia and her name was MARCIA, last name unknown. He went out to dinner one

night with MARCIA and her mother and then drove them home, where he met her father. When

‘asked if he had ever gone out with MARCIA alone, BLUM replied that he had taken her to

dinner at the La Parisienne Restaurant in El Monte. Also present were MARIO GENTILE and
CARL GALLO. He denied that TONY RENO was .present. BLUM was asked if he had ever met a
girl named JEANNE at the Tahitian Restaurant in Pasadena. BLUM said that he had been at
the Tahitian Restaurant one time, and that was with his agent, WISCMAN..

It should be noted that JEANNE BRUSH, ofX 834 East California Avenue,
Pasadena, says that she met WALTER BLUM at the Tahitian RestaWrant and thereafter dated
him several times. One night in the first half of February, 1967, JEANNE and a girl
friend met BLUM and MARIO GENTILE in the Westerner Bar. After several drinks, they and
two men she identified from pictures as TONY RENO and CARL FERRARO all went to the La
Parisienne Restaurant in El Monte and had dinner. She said that TONY drove a big auto.
They all rode back to the Westerner Motel from where MARIO GENTILE drove her home. She
said GENTILE wrote down his address in Baltimore as 6510 Walther Boulevard, Baltimore,
Maryland. BLUM denied knowing any girl named JEANNE.

BLUM said. that CARL GALLO had rented a brown Ford at the Huntington

"Motor Company in Arcadia, and GENTILE drove it. This is the same company from which

BLUM leased his Mustang. . ’ s

BLUM describedlMARlO GENTILE as a big bettor when he has the money.

He said CARL GALLO is a $20 bettor. He said he had no idea how much money ADAM BAGDAS AN

bets.

BLUM was shown a picture of ANTHONY AMERENO alias TONY RENO, d
said he knew him only as FRANK. He said hé had met FRANK once in a night spot in Hol\ly-
wood where FRANK was a singing musician. BLUM denied that FRANK or TONY RENO had bee
at the La Parisienne with him. He said he had never seen FRANK again. When asked if he
had seen RENO during the current Hollywood meet, BLUM said that one hot morning he had
stopped at the New Orleans Motel on the way to the track and had run into FRANK. He said
he was complaining that the air conditioning had gone out on his car, and FRANK volun=
teered to have his car fixed during the day. BLUM agreed and they drove to the track
from where FRANK took the car. FRANK was waiting for BLUM after the races, and BLUM
dropped FRANK off at the New Orleans Motel and then drove home alone. This occurred on
May 30, 1967, and a surveillance indicated that BLUM and RENO arrived at BLUM's home in
Brentwood at 11:05 P,M. After dropping BLUM off, RENO drove off in BLUM's car and went

to the Whiskey A Go Go in Hollywood.

BLUM was askedNyhere he had purchased his Lincoln. He said that he
got i1t through a friend, AL BlSCOTT?%gqgo owns a plecer of Herb Stevens Motors in Phoenix,
Arizona. BLUM described it as a ‘''real \good deal'! and said that he does not pay any rent
for the use of the car. He said that BISCOTTI is a horse owner and that he will ride a
two-year-old for BISCOTTI at Hollywood Park next Tuesday. He said that BISCOTTI's trainer

was JIMMY SMITH.

_ BLUM was asked by Agent Ryhn if he had a sight impairment. BLUM ‘
said '"Why do you ask; can you see anything wrong with my eyes?!! Ryhn said he thought he

VE BUREAU

SSelo 103 o PIE-Ts Vel T g ROTE&"he had been told by a doctor that BLUM did. He was asked if he had
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~

He said he had never given WILSON a horse, but wanted to do business with him. WILSON

said the voice did not sound like BLUM.

Although WILSON did not encourage him, the man-

said he would call back the next morning. WILSON has heard nothing further to date.
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TITLE

HENRY RONALD RAMISTELLA - DOB 3~25-32 or 3-25-34,
SS# 267-50-0475 — FBI #365697C alias FRANK DONNARUMMA
iDiNH:9.0.:9:0:0:9.9.0:0.0.0:$.9.9:0¢

" RAMISTELLA, who had ridden "PUT OUT" vegularly, and who exercised

SUMMARY REPORT

In view of the .facr that many persons bear the same or similar names it must be remembered that the
person named in the fitle of this report may or may not be identical with the subject of your inquiry.

On September 16, 1953 at Narragansett Park, Rhode Island, a representa- .-
tive of the ‘TRPB was advised by a tonfidential source that Jockey HENRY °
RAMISTELLA was using narcotics. Howewver, investigation failed to
develop information that RAMISTELLA was in any way connec:,ed Wlth the
use of marijuana or narcotics. :

In August of 1953 it was reported that Jl‘ock!ey‘ HENRY RAMISTELLA at
Scarsborough Downs, Maine, was allegedly fixing races w1th other jookeys.
I—Iowever, allegation was not substantiated. :

On May 17, 1955, ”PUT OUT", who finished third in the 3rd race at
Garden State, was found to have been stimulated. This horse was trained
by WALTER D, CARROLL and ridden by Jockey H. RAMISTELLA. Jockey

horses for CARROLL, when interviewed, denied stlmulatlng horse or any
knowledge of stimulation.’ :

On May 26, 1955 the Stewards at Garden State had carefully and closely
scrutinized recent photographs and moving pictures taken of races in which _
the horse "PUT OUT' ran and came to the conclusion that Jockey RAMIOTELL.A.I N
had given the horse "PUT OUT" an excellent ride in its races but an .
unsatisfactory ride on "PUT OUT" fmlshlng th1rd in the 3rd race May 17

1955. ' , :

This report is furnished in strict confidence at the request

of and for the exclusive use of the addressee.
2

THIS REPORT, IS CONFIDENTIAL

J
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for which he had been arrested on July 12, 1957, He
‘appeared with legal counsel and entered a plea of not .
guilty and his case was set for jury trial in October.
Subsequent to his court appearance, the TRPB attenpted

"to interview the subject in the presence of his lawyer,

‘At the outset of the interview, RAMISTELLA was questioned
concerning the sale of a race horse which recently came to
the attention of the TRPB, Information had been developed
from three persons who were present at the sale that
RAMISTELLA was also present. To the question concerning
-his knowledge of this sale, he immediately denied that he

. knew anything about the sale of the horse or that he was

present when this sale was arranged. He was then told
that three witnesses placed him at this sale; he then
admitted that he had been lying and that he was at this
sale and questioned. During this interview, hé evidenced
a very uncooperative attitude and stated that he was aware

~ that he "is through" insofar as racing is concerning. With

regard to his use of narcotics, he indicated that this was
the result of bad company and he appeared to place full
vblame for his addicétion on others.

An article contained in a New York Newspaper, NEWSDAY dated
January 30, 1958 stated that RAMISTELLA was a free man to-

day because two men who were arrested with him last

summexr have disappeared after serving jail sentences for

the theft of food from a supermarket. The same charge '
against RAMISTELLA was thrown out of court when the prosecutlon
couldn't produce the other two men to testify against the-
defendant.

A newspaper article contained in the PROVIDENCE JOURNAL

- dated July 27, 1957, stated in part that HENRY R, RAMISTELLA,

24 of East 80th Street Bronx, New York, was placed on pro-

bation in District Céurt,after,he pleaded no contest to a .
charge of obtaining money under false pretenses, RAMISTELLA.

had been charged with violating the banking laws, a more S
serious count but the Judge reduced the charge because '

the former. jockey had made restitution. :

The following ejections are on file for the subjecti

. Rockingham Park Race Track - August 9, 1957, convicted

narcotics user., Permitted to remain for the balance of the-
day but warned not to return"

Rockingham Park Race Track - August 17, 1957, convicted
narcotics user, ejected and warned not to return’?

Rockingham Park Race Track - September 18, 1957, convicted
narcotic user, ejected and warned not to return.

Narragansett Park Race Track - November 8, 1958, convicted
narcotic user, ejected. p . : :

Barrington Fair - September 17, 1964, pafcotic convietion,'
ejected and instructed not to return, - : ‘
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