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SA JOHN R. M. WHELAN

6/5/68

ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, 
JUNE 5, 1968 
CR

At 11:58 a.m. Supvr. HOMER NEWMAN of the Miami 
Office telephonically advised that he had received tele
phonic instructions from the Atlanta Division, which in
structions came from the Bureau, to the effect that all 
divisions are to immediately notify the Bureau of any in
formation received indicating riots or violent demon
strations or activity in sympathy with or as a result of 
the KENNEDY assassination attempt.

The Bureau is interested in positive activity only 
and does not desire information of a negative type or 
information indicating prayer type meetings and so forth.



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1®C2 EDITION
GS. FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0

^^ED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, TAMPA (f(44-NEW) date: 6/5/68

from : SA JOHN R. M. WHELAN

subject: ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, 
JUNE 5, 1968 
CR

At 11:58 a.m. Supvr. HOMER NEWMAN of the Miami 
Office telephonically advised that he had received tele
phonic instructions from the Atlanta Division, which in
structions came from the Bureau, to the effect that all 
divisions are to immediately notify the Bureau of any in
formation received indicating riots or violent demon
strations or activity in sympathy with or as a result of 
the KENNEDY assassination attempt.

The Bureau is interested in positive activity only 
and does not desire information of a negative type or 
information indicating prayer type meetings and so forth.

SAC immediately advised of the above.

44—223^

JRMW:cj

Buy U.S. Savings Bondis Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1682 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, Tampa 44-729 date: 6/5/68

from : SPC MILLARD J. ROBERTS, JR.

subject: KEN SALT

0
At 10:10 PM, this date, Mr. DONALD KELLY, 6404 El Dorado, 

Town and Country Park, Tampa, telephone # 884-9582, telephonically 
contacted writer and furnished the following information.

Between 3:00 AM and 5:00^AM, this date KELLY received 
collect telephone call from a SERGEANT JONES, somewhere in Calif. 
Since KELLY did not know this individual he refused the call. 
Operator then stated that there had been a mistake in the area 
code in that she dialed 813-8849582 instead of 803-8349582, which 
is in Mount Pleasant, North Carolina. KELLY said due to the days 
events (presumably meaning the attempt on Sen. KENNEDY'S life) he 
felt it his duty to report the incident. KELLY stated that if 
he is required furnish more info re incident he should be contacted 
at Pitney Bowes, 4545 West Kennedy Blvd. Tampa, Tele # 877-7635.

Nr. KELLY wasLadvised that the information would be given 
to a supervisor.

Mr. BELANGER advised of above.

MJR/mjr 
(2)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
5010-108



OPTIONAL FORA NO. 10 
5010-104-01

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum



OPTIONAL FORM NO. !0 
MAY 1982 EDITION 
GSAFPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, Tampa (^4-729)

from : SPC DON G. P’O^ONJH^

date: 6/6/68

subject: KENSALT

At 6:00 AM this date Miss JONA CARROLL of King Arthur Inn, 
room 112, on .orth Dale Mabre highway, phone 877-7571, telephonically 
contacted this office. Miss Carroll stated that she had some im
portant information and she felt that it was to important to give 
over the phone. She requested that an agent be sent to her apart
ment after first calling her sometime in the afternoon since she 
works nights.

Writer thanked caller for this information and assured her 
it would be turned over to appropreiate personell for handling.

(2)
DGP:dp

5010-108



6/6/68 

PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

TO: DIRECTOR

FROM: SAC, TAMPA (157-NEW)

UNSUBS; POSSIBLE BURNING OF ZANZIBAR CLUB, TWO ONE 

THREE TWO MAIN ST., TAMPA, FLA., NIGHT OF JUNE SIX, SIXTYEIGHT, 

RM, OO TAMPA.

A SOURCE WITH WHOM CONTACT HAS BEEN INSUFFICIENT TO 

EVALUATE RELIABILITY ADVISH) AT TEN A.M. JUNE SIX INSTANT 

THAT AT APPROXIMATELY NINE THIRTY A.M. SAME DATE, HE HEARD 

A GROUP OF ABOUT FIFTEEN COLORS) MALES IN EARLY TWENTIES WHO 

WERE STANDING AROUND THE CORNER OF ALBANY AND MAIN STS., 

TAMPA, TALK ABOUT SETTING FIRE TO ZANZIBAR CLUB, TWO ONE 

THREE TWO MAIN ST., TAMPA, SOMETIME TONIGHT AS A DEMONSTRATION 

OVER THE ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY. SOURCE 

STATED HE KNOWS SOME OF GROUP BY SIGHT BUT NOT BY NAME. WAS 

UNABLE TO FURNISH ANY FURTHER DESCRIPTIVE DATA. APPROPRIATE 

FEDERAL AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, AND TAMPA FIRE 

MARSHAL ADVISED.

ADMINISTRATIVE: SOURCE IS JOSEPH ABRAHAM GODFREY, ®S«*r( 

TP 157-NEW



Complaint Form
FD-71 ( 10-20-55)

Note: Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder.

Subject's name and aliases
Attempted Assassination of 
Sen. ROBERT F. KENNEDY, Los 
Angeles, Calif., 6/5/68

Address of subject haracter of case

44-

Complainant

ROBERT ELDON O’CONNOR

Female

Complainant's address and 
telephone number

1613 Park Lake St., 
Orlando,Fla.(422-

--- 3781)
BuildSex Height

Eyes

Scars, marks or other datao

Age ✓ 

2^ll^
Weight

Race

Facts of complaint

Complexion

Complaint received

Date JV5/68 Time 11:45 a.m
Birth date and Birthplace

JUU5 136b
FBI — TAMPA

..INDEXED.

..FILED......

Complainant contacted this office and advised 
Mrs. WALERT (switchboard operator) he had information he felt 
would be of interest to the FBI and requested this office 
accept his call. ASAC SULLIV5N approved the call and complain
ant advised writer of the following:

He stated he served time in Terre Haute, IntZ.. (Fed 
penal institution) from 1958 to 1962 for writing bad checks. 
He advised while in this institution,he worked as an office 
machine repairman and he was certain that photographs of the 
alleged attempted assassin shown on CBS news, Channel 2, 
Orlando, this a.m. were almost ident to a man he was acquainted 
with while in prison. He further stated at this time he does 
not recall this man’s name, but for some reason believed 
this man to be of Latin descent, and thought him to be from
Puerto Rico a.

Complainant also advised that the description of the 
alleged assassin is almost ident to that of the man he had 
served time with in prison. Complainant stated he did not 
want the FBI to feel that this was a prank call on his 
part, but felt this information would be of interest to the 
FBI.

Writer thanked O’CONNOR for his information and
advised him it would be furnished to 
action deemed appropriate.

a supervisor for any

SEARCHED.

SERiALIZEC

Action Recommended

RONALD P. MERRITT
(Agent)



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : /ALL AGENTS (44-729) 

from : V/SAC SANTOIANA

SUBJECT: KOSALT

DATE: 6/6/68

The Bureau has advised that Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY'S 
a- pliant has been identified as SIRHAN BISHRA SIRHAN, aka.

He is a former exercise boy at the Santa Anita Race
Tt . < in California. He is described as follows:

Race White
Sex Male
Born March 19, 1944 

at Jerusalem, Jordan
Height 5’2”
Weight 115 lbs.
Hair Black
Eyes Brown
Father BISHARA SIRHAN
Mother MARY SIRHAN
Brothers SHARIEF SIRHAN 

SAIDALLH SIRHAN 
MUNIR SIRHAN 
ADEL SIRHAN

Residence 696 E. Howard St., Pasadena, Calif.

Asuy information developed bearing on SIRHAN’s activities 
prior to the assassination should be thoroughly developed and 
furnished to the Bureau and Los Angeles immediately. Positive 
information only should be reported.

If information developed indicates any conspiratorial 
aspects in assassination, immediate investigation is to be 
instituted t© resolve same.

SA WILLIAM F. DOYLE is Case Agent.

1 - Each Agent (80)
1 - 44-729
1 — 6(6—43
WED: em
(82)
OFFICE MEMORANDUM NO, 68-94
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Tampa, Florida 
June 10,1968

Mrs. J. L. Stevens 
3516 N. San Miguel 
Tampa, Florida 33609

Dear Mrs. Stevens:

I have received your letter of June 6, 1968
and I want to thank you 
you did.

for furnishing the information

Special Agent in Charge

Tp COPY ONLY:

Case she referred to was resolved 
by the Secret Service.

1 - Address
Tamp: 

LEB:cj 
(2)

(44-729)
SEARCHED

SERIALIZE®!^

FILED -----



Optional form no. io wio-ics
MAY W2 EDITION 
CSA CEN. NLC. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM' >

subject:

SAC, ALBANY

LOS ANGELES

KENSALT

(56-156)

date: 6/14/68

On 6/13/68, Bureau authority granted to furnish all 
continental offices with a photograph of SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN 
to assist’in covering leads.



6/24/68

AIRTEL AIR MAIL

TO: SAC, ALBANY

FROM:W*% SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156)

SUBJECT:; KENSALT

Re Butel to Phoenix dated 6/20/68.

Pursuant to Bureau instructions, this is a criminal 
investigation and as such, unless unusual circumstances prevail, 
results should be forwarded on 302 Form for inclusion in 
investigating report by Los Angeles.

Los Angeles prepares 30 copies of each report in 
this matter. Each office should either forward stencils to 
Los Angeles, in which case an original 302 will be returned, 
or forward 30 copies of respective FD-302.

2 - Continental Offices

AOR/sjg 
(118)



7/16/68

AIRTEL

TO:

"FROM:

KENSALT

DIRECTOR, 

SAC, TAMPA

AIRMAIL

—Re Los Angeles airtel to all Continental Offices 
6/24/68.

A review of captioned matter in the Tampa Division, 
reflects that all logical leads have been covered and reported 
where pertinent, and it is accordingly recommended that this 
matter be RUC’d, subject to being reopened in the event any 
specific leads develop in this area.

3 - Bureau (RM)
1 - Los Angeles (56-156) (RM) (Info)

,1 - Tampa
^FD:LPw 1'

<7a 7J<? -//



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 16
MAY '^2 EDITION 
GOA PPMR <41 CFT?) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, Albany date: 7/30/68

subject:

Director/ FBI

KEN SALT
(00: LOS ANGELES)

In connection with current inquiries being 
conducted into the assassination of Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy at Los Angeles, California, numerous communica
tions have been received at the Bureau from individual 
field offices with no copies being designated to the 
Los Angeles Office, which is office of origin.

In order that the Los Angeles Office may be
completely aware of all facets of this investigation; 
and in order that the office of origin may properly 
supervise the direction of this investigation/ each
field division and Legal Attache should insure that
copies of all communications dealing with the Kensalt 
investigation be designated to Los Angeles.

2 - All Offices
2 - All Legal Attaches

US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Saving Plan



0-9 (Rev. 5-2? 61)

r B I

OQtc: August 7, 1968 
Transmit the following in

(7 ypc it. pl air: try! or cade)

V i aAxcSL&I
(Priority)

To;/ SZC, Tampa (62-963)

>raw; Director, FBI (62-587)
K^NSALT
0C; LOS ANGELES

MURKIN
CO; jr^PHXS

he Teiepa alite.! C/1.1/G3 ur ■■ Sempn, letter 7/1C/63 with 
let ’ meJiioranda attached thereto captioned Pernell Ezzell.

In view of the allegations concerning Pernell Ezzell, 
iaterviewed immediately in order to determine whether

Ue does, in fact, have any information pertinent to either of 
captioned xneu A?;. es e

EV.-pJ.rb results of your in tovviev/ to Los Angeles and 
;.:. i/ills under f-ppropriate caption on IO-3G2*

Sent Via ----------------------------------------------------- -----------------------M Per



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Taapa, Florida
August 13, 1968

PERNELL EZZELL

Reference is made to prior communications in the 
captioned matter, the most recent one being dated June 19, 1968.

Mr. Emory A. Dowling, Jr., son of the owner of 
Perdue Radio, Television and Appliances, Inc.,'-2425 East 
Colonial Drive, Orlando, Florida, furnished the following 
information on August 12, 1968:

Pernell Ezzell recently had his Florida driver’s 
license revoked because he had been involved in an accident 
some months ago in North Carolina. Ezzell had.to terminate 
his employment with the company as a color TV technician 
because he was unable to drive a car and his services were 
not needed on a full time basis in the shop. Because he 
was unable to do his job in Florida, he went to California 
to seek employment. At that time, he was not drinking and 
he was perfectly normal. He had just returned’from a trip 
to North Carolina, where he had gotten his 1965 Buick 
automobile back from an automobile repair garage.

On Saturday, August 10, 1968, Mr. Dowling had 
received a long distance telephone call from a manager of 
a motel in Long Beach, California. He could not recall the 
manager’s name or the identity of the establishment which 
he represented. The manager inquired as to whether he should 
cash a check for Pernell Ezzell in the amount of about
$200.00 and he refused to recommend cashing the check. He 
could not recall the name of the bank on which the check
was drawn and he said he did not speak with Ezzell at the
time, but he believed he was standing nearby during the
telephone call.
11- Bureau (62-587) (RM)
1 - U.S. Sec. Ser.. Jacks 3

- Memphis (RM) 
-Tampa (62-963)

1 - OSI, Robins AFB, Ga. ^MiXCh’tU-------------------------- tt^S-729 KENSALT)
1 - MI, Orlando (RM) ir-nf/^ (1-157-^231 - MURKIN)
1 - NISO, Charleston, S.c:<(ftM) . GWT:nh ^
2 - Los Angeles (RM) ?C:\: •LiiCiAt^---------- (|1H-"



PERNELL EZZELL

Mr. Dowling said that he had no further information 
concerning Ezzell at this time.

On August 12, 1968, Mrs. Fay Ezzell, wife of Pernell 
Ezzell, 636 22nd Street, Orlando, Florida, furnished the 
following information:

Pernell Ezzell had his driver’s license revoked for 
five years by the State of Florida because he had hit a bridge 
with his 1965 Buick in or near Fayetteville, North Carolina, 
or Clinton, North Carolina, during his last escapade. He had 
been charged with driving while intoxicated. Ezzell said that 
he had paid for the damages to the bridge, but,his license was 
still revoked last week. Mrs. Ezzell said that her husband 
tried to obtain bench work as a TV technician in the Orlando, 
Florida, area, but he was unsuccessful, since he had no driver’s 
license and he could not travel throughout the city to do his 
work. She advised that he left Orlando on Monday, August 5, 1968, 
for California, in order to seek employment.

On Thursday, August 9, 1968, he called in the middle 
of th® night, saying that he was in Los Angeles, California, 
working for an aircraft plant and making good .money. He did 
not mention the name of his employer or the location of the 
aircraft plant. He told his wife that he wanted her and the 
family to fly out in the near future when he would send money.

On Saturday, August 11, 1968, Ezzell called about
8:00 P.M., saying he was in Los Angeles, California. He remarked 
to the effect that he had been out of the country and he had 
just gotten back, therefore, he had not gotten a permanent 
address. He did not state where he could be reached or the 
name of his employer. He did not say where he had gone while 
he was out of the country. Mrs. Ezzell said she is bitter 
because her husband had run up about a $1,000.00 delft on 'his 
American Express Credit Card during his last escapade and he 
still has this card. She said that she wanted him to show 
good faith by supporting her and their child before she would 
decide whether or not to go to California. Mrs. Ezzell said 
that she was not certain whether or not Ezzell had been 
drinking, but she was unable to detect that he was under the 
influence of alcohol from the sound of his voice on the two 
occasions on which he made calls. She said that if he does

2



PERNELL EZZELL

mot help support their child, she will change her telephone 
number to am unlisted telephone number in the neat1 future 
to avoid getting telephone calls from her husband in the 
middle of the night. She explained that she has to go to 
work very early each day. She said that she did not believe 
Ezzell’s story about being out of the country and that he 
bad possibly utilized the story to cover up for a period during 
which he had been drunk. She said that she could not believe 
but very little of any statements that Ezzell made to her 
and she, therefore, does not question him when he calls her. 
She said that she has no information as to her husband’s exact 
whereabouts, the identity of his employer, or any of the details 
or location of the foreign trip that he allegedly made. She 
said that she did not believe him because he did not previously 
have a passport and he had not had time to obtain a passport 
before allegedly going out of "the country. She said that she 
is waiting to see if he shows good faith by sending money for 
her and their child’s support or whether he will go on another 
escapade and go deeper into financial trouble.

On August 12, 1968, Mrs. Mary Smith, Orange County 
Drivers License Office, Orlando, Florida, furnished the following 
information:

Pernell (no middle name) Ezzell, 636 22nd Street, 
Orlando, Florida, was issued chauffeur’s license number " 
H94422 on April 8, 1968. It was ordered revoked for five 
years by the Department of Public Safety, State of Florida, 
Tallahassee, Florida, for driving while intoxicated on the 
third offense within a ten-year period. It became effective 
May 27, 1968, but the order was not received and executed 
in Orlando, Florida, until August 6, 1968. The revocation 
resulted from Ezzell being convicted of driving while under 
the influence of intoxicants in the State of North Carolina. 
One of his other suspensions of his driver’s license was 
from August 18, 1967, until February 29, 1968, because he 
forfeited bond in the State of South Carolina, on a charge 
of driving while under th® influence of intoxicants.

Mrs. Smith said that she did not have a record of 
the third offense pertaining to Ezzell.

3
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PEIuNELL EZZELL

sr

On August 12, 
County Auto Tag Office, 
following information:

1968, Mrs. LILA HOEQUIST, Orange 
Orlando, Florida, furnished the

Pernell Ezzell or Fay Ezzell, 636 22nd Street, 
Orlando, Florida, obtained Florida automobile license 
registration number 7W-10531, on May 1, 1968, for a 1965' 
Buick, two-door sedan, and Florida license 7-1518 on the 
same date, for a 1966 Chevrolet, two-door sedan. The file 
contained no additional descriptive information pertaining to 
these automobiles.

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.

4*



3/13/68

airtil AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-S67)

FROM: SAC, TAMPA ($2-963) (P)

PERMELL KZZELL 
iRFORMTIOM COMCER1IIMG 
(CO: TP)
(TP Ill* 63-963)

SOWSALT 
(00: LA) 
(TP tile 44-728)

mux 
(GO: ME) 
(TP file 167-3231)

Be Bureau airtel to Tampa, Lee Angeles and 
Meaphis dated 8/7/66 aad captioned *KUMALTH aad "MUMIM”; 
Tampa airtelo to tbs Bureau, Loe Angeles and Memphis 
captioned ’’PERMELL KSZELL, 1JEFOBMATIOM COMCZMMING”, dated 
6/11/68 aad 7/12/68.

Attached are 11 copied of an MW captioned 
PXRMXLL BfZILL” and dated a* above, for the Bureau.

3 - Bureau (lac. 11) (Rd)
2 - Loe Angeles (Enc. 2) (RM)
1 - Menphis (Esc. 1) (Info) (RM)
4 - Tampa (1 - 62-263 - E2ZELL)



TP 32-913

IwestlgitlM 1* the attached UM was conducted 
by SA 0021)0)1 ». TUBU.

Copies el the UMI were di sseslsated locally to
Secret Service, Jacksonville, Ha.; OBI, Sobins APB, Ga.; 
Ml, Orlando, ria. and MISO, Charleston, S. C», because 
they have cognizance.

LBADS

LOB AMGELf8 DIV1810M

ATjLom^i^^ calia.
Mill conduct credit and arrest cheeks in an effort 

to locate and interview the subject in accordance with instructions 
contained in re Bureau airtel.

AT LOS AJIG&LIB, CALIS
WUMW*«VM—«M*MMMSU»BBHMM*4aUMMM**«USBMMM«**«■»>

Till chock credit and arrest files in an attempt to 
locate and interview the subject, as indicated above.

TAMPA DIVISION

frtMut^iWjjnA

Will Maintain contact with the subject's wife
hrs. TAY BKHU, BM 22nd St., Orlando, Tin., in order to 
ascertain the subject's whereabouts, and sot forth appropriate 
lends for an isnediate interview.

Sill Maintain contact with Mr. KMOBY A. DOVLING, JI., 
242b B. Colonial Dr., Orlando, for the above reason.



DIRECTOR, RBI (62-587) 9/30/68

SAC, TAMPA (62-963)

62-963

MURKIM (?) 
00: KBMPHI8 
TP 137-3231

Ke Bureau airtel to TUqa, copies to Los
Aa^Ue an# Memphis dated 8/7/66, in the dual 
caption, KEBSALT and MURK IN; TP airtel to Bureau 
and US dated 8/13/68, copies to Les Angeles and 
Bosphis, in above caption.

Enclosed for Nov Orleans is one copy of eack
of the referenced cuasunications and copies of LHK*s 
captioned XTOU. PERNELL, dated 8/11/68; and 7/19/68.

Recontact with Mrs. FAT EZZELL, wife of
PENMKLL E8ZKLL, 836Sad Street, Orlando, Florida on 
9/25/68, revealed the foliowins but she requested 
her husband not be contacted at his job or be 
advised she furnished hie whereabouts.

Be cane hows to Orlando three weeks ago for 
one night leaving the next norniag to take a ne* job with

2-Bureau (62-387) (RM)
2-Los Angeles (RM)
1-Menphls (Info) («M>
2-»ew Orleans; (Eac. 5) (TO
3-Tnnpa C^-Mh^ttUGUSLLK-V

GVT/LMS

«°> IHAS



TP 62-963

JET TV in New Orleans, Louisiana where be intends to 
earn enough Money to repay hi* debt* to American 
Expres* Credit Card Co. incurred while on his 
escapade. Se Mentioned talking with FBI, she believed, 
la Shreveport, Louisian*.

EMORY BOWL IMG, former employer in Orlando, 
Florida, during recontact on 9/23/68, Mentioned 
EZZELL bed called to apologise for past actions about 
three weeks ago saying be was in Orlando and he was 
going to another state to take a Job, possibly in 
Alabas*, but his whereabouts were unknown.

Los Angeles and Sew Orleans are requested 
to advise whether KZZELL has bees located and inter
viewed and the Bureau advised. If not, New Orleans 
should isnediately interview EZZELL away froa hi* 
employer, JET TV, in New Orleans without divulging 
his wife furnished hi* whereabouts and advise the 
Bureau of result* with copies to Loe Angele*, Memphis, 
and Taupe.



DIRECTOR, FBI (62-587) 10/4/68

SAC, NEW ORLEANS (173-994) (P)

PERNELL EZZELL 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(00: TAMPA)

KENSALT (P) 
(30: LOS ANGELES)

MURKIN (p) 
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Tampa letter to the Director, 9/30/68.

For information of Tampa, New Orleans Division 
interviewed PERNELL EZZELL at Shreveport, La., on 8/27/68..

Enclosed for Tampa is one copy of the FD-302 which 
sets forth results of that interview.

New Orleans airtel to Los Angeles, 8/28/68, under the
KENSALT caption furnished Los Angeles with 25 copies of the 
FD-302 in Question.

New Orleans airtel to Memphis dated 8/30/68, under
the MURKIN caption, furnished Memphis with 25 copies of the 
FD-302 interview in question.

Interview with EZZELL by New Orleans was based on
Los Angeles teletype to New Orleans dated 8/24/68, under the 
KENSALT caption.

EZZELL CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS IN VIEW OF 
iWWTO AB Bthtfrsiar-Hf tWggnOTggg Aim ir?ii’rig tfF iffB' BaHIS POSSESSION OF FIMHRH5 "Hf THET^Sf AnTFSTNce UE HAS SEEN 

BKCBiaB AB AW ATZXHTOErc WHO BBCCW^

2 - Bureau
1 - Los Angeles (Info)
T>- Tampa (1 - 62-963) (Enc. 1) (EZZELL)

<O> 44-729) (KENSALT) 
T1 - 157-3231) (MURKIN)

SERIALIZED.

SEARCHED..... .//....INDEXED

2 • New Orleans
EJC:srl
(8)

uji^



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Tampa, Florida 
October 14, 1968

PERNELL EZZELL

Reference is made to prior communications in cap
tioned matter, the most recent one being dated August 13, 
1968.

11- Bureau (62-587) (W)
1, Secret Service, Jacksonville (RM)
1 - OSI, Robins AFB, Ga. (RM)
1 - MI, Orlando (RM)
1 - NISO, Charleston, S. C. (RM) 

Z^> Tampa (62-963)
(1^44-729,KENS ALT) /T 1A
(1 - 157-3231, MURKIN) j

GWTslp^^ (18) 
fta\



10-302 (nov. 1-25-50) ^ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA1

DoJ a____ SjLSZZHS___________

PERNELL EZZELL was interviewed at the Shreveport,- 
Louisiana, Resident Agency. At the outset of the interview 
EZZELL was advised of his rights but declined to sign a 
waiver of same. EZZELL declined to furnish a signed 
statement but voluntarily furnished the following information:

EZZELL denied that he had received or was ever 
!in possession of a great amount of money as a result of his 
‘participation in the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING and the 
i assassination of Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY.. He further 
denied stating to anyone he was on the payroll of the 
OSI.and CIA.

EZZELL said he definately did not participate ’ 
in any manner, nor did he have any knowledge of or information 
concerning the murders of MARTIN LUTHER KING and Senator 
ROBERT F. KENNEDY.

EZZELL admitted that he was glad KING was dead as 
he felt KING was a trobleniaker,. but emphasized that he 
did not have anything to do with killing him.

EZZELL said he could not remember making any statements 
to anyone regarding any of the above. He admitted that he 
may have made them when he was in a drunken condition, but 
could not recall making any such statements. He said he 
often has black-out periods which occur when he is drinking 
and he Has been known to appear sober even when he is in a 
drunken state.

EZZELL said FRANK WETZEL is the Shop Foreman for 
his former employer’ at Perdue Radio and Television Company, 
Orlando, Florida. He and Wetzel have been out drinking 
together on a few occasions, usually after closing shop or on 
a payday night.’ WETZEL has been trying to get him into 
trouble with his wife. EZZELL said WETZEL thinks he is a 
ladies man and has in the past tried to take his wife out. 
His wife has told him that WETZEL has called her several 
times and in addition to trying to make a date would 
tell her of his running around with other women. EZZELL * 
believed WETZEL tells his (EZZELL's) wife what he tells 
WETZEL in confidence. He was sure WETZEL told her about . „

On__ S./2_4/63—al __ SJlILPALepfU^File #^Q—J

by ______ SAJIONAL^Dote dictated .

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It <3 the property 
you? r.qnncy ; it and its contents arc not to bo distributed cutnidd you? agency.
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his being responsible for another girl's pregnancy at the time 
he married his wife.

; EZZELL. staged he has never confronted WETZEL with
|any of the above, but WETZEL has told him that he called

• 'him one night when he was drunk and cursed him out. EZZELL
>said he could not remember this call.

EZZELL advised that he has a serious drinking 
problem, but he did not consider himself an alcoholic. 
He said he was treated in the Veterans Administration 
Hospital, Fayetteville, North Carolina, for drunkeness shortly 
after his release from the Air Force in 1953. He further 
advised he had been a patient at Cherry Hospital, Goldsboro, 
North Carolina, for about 2 months during the past year.
While at this hospital he underwent a number of psychiatric 
tests. He did not know the results of the tests.

EZZELL stated that be has had this serious 
drinking problem since his marriage in November 1967. He 
indicated he was forced to marry his wife as a result of her 
pregnancy prior to their wedding. He said, since his 
marriage he has been under constant pressure from bi s wife 
and in addition has serious financial problems.

EZZELL advised that because of his heavy drinking 
and the resulting "black-outs" he is not able to fix 
exactly his whereabouts on specific dates during the past 
year. However, he remembered the night of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING’S death and said he was drunk at the time. He was 
registered at the Motel South, Orlando, Florida. With 
him at the time was a girl friend, whom he identified as 

.VIOLET ALLRED, a nurse, who operates the Clear Lake
Manor Nursing Home, Orlando, Florida. He said she is 
about 38 years of age. He recalled hearing of KING'S 
death on the T.V. on the night it happened.

EZZELL said he did not remember where he was 0 
the night Senator KENNEDY was shot.

EZZELL could not account for his whereabouts on 
the night of June 5, 1968 and said he could not recall 
where he was at all during the month of June as he again 
was on a drunk.

EZZELL remembers flying from Orlando, Florida,

s
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to Los Angeles twice in recent months. The last was about
• ■ August 4, 1968 when he flew via Delta Airlines. He stayed 

in Los Angeles four days and left driving a rented car after
. an unsuccessful effort in finding a job. On his way to
[ Shreveport he stopped briefly at Phoenix, Albuquerque, and
: Hope, Arkansas. He claimed he pawned his 357 magnum revolver 

with a police officer in Hope, Arkansas, for $45 on August
' 23, 1968. The gun was purchased for his second job as a 

security guard with Associated Security Company, Orlando, 
Florida. He claims he has never used the gun in commission of 
a crime.

EZZELL believed the. previous trip to Los Angeles 
v/as made in June 1968 when he flew via Delta Airlines from 
Orlando, Florida. He was looking for a job on the occasion 
also. He stayed only two days and remembers returning 
from California via an unrecalled airline and that he 
stopped at Las Vegas, Denver, New Orleans and Miami. He 
does not remember if he stayed in any of these cities for any . 
length of time. After reaching Miami he rented a car and 
drove to Orlando.

EZZELL claims he had no employment other than his 
jobs in Orlando and that he financed his trips with the money 
earned from working these two.jobs, along with using his 
credit cards . ....

EZZELL recalled after driving from Miami he did 
not go home, but to a motel with Miss ALLRED. The following 
day he drove back to Miami and then returned to Orlando by 
bus. He thinks ho rented the car at Miami from either Hertz 
or Avis-Rent-A-Car. .

EZZELL stated he has not worked any where since 
August 4, 1968, and that he presently had in his possession 
$36.00 which was left over from the sale of his gun.

EZZELL claimed he pawned a .38 Colt "Cobra" in 0 
Los Angeles on the last trip at an unrecalled pawn shop 
and that he presently has no weapon.

EZZELL could not recall any other details concerning 
his first trip to Los Angeles, he said he was drinking heavy 
on these trips and could not remember anything much about 
them. He could not remember the names of motels where he 
stayed. He claimed he has no friends in Los Angeles and

3
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that he made none while there on these trips.

EZZELL stated he is not now and never has been a 
member of any "hate" type organization such as the Ku Klux 
Klan.

EZZELL stated he would be leaving Shreveport, 
Louisiana, this evening by bus and could be reached through 
his mother Mrs. ACRIE EZZELL, Route 4, Clinton, North 
Carolina.

The following description was obtained from interview 
'and observation:

Name PERNELL EZZELL alias :,Easy"
Race .
Sex

White 
Ma le

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height

. Weight

April 26, 1932
Fayetteville. North Carolina 
6’1” ■
175

Ha i r
Eyes .

Br own
Blue • ■

Scars and Marks 
Marital Status

Children

None
Married to FAYE MARIE EZZELL 
636 22nd Street, 
Orlando, Florida
CLINTON EARL - 11 months

Parents

Brothers

- Sister

Father - deceased .
Mother - A CP. IE EZZELL
Route 4, Clinton, North Carolina
THOMAS OZELLE EZELLE, age 33, 
Simco, Ontario. Canada
WENDELL EZZELLE, age 25. High
Point, North Carolina
DIANE McMILLIAN, age 19,
Fayetteville, North Carolina 0 
employed Ft Bragg, North
Carolina •

Residence 636 22nd Street, Orlando, 
Florida

. Military Service US Ail' Force 1951-1953, Honorable 
discharge
Serial # AF14408130
. ? C . /• •

4
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Arrest. Record Numerous drunk arrests -
no felony arrests

Social Security it
Occupation . T.V. repairman and security

. - ■ ' guard
• previous employment Perdue Radio and T.V. - Orlando,

. \ . Florida;
' • • - : Associates Security, Orlando,

. : ' Florida;
Electronic Service, Inc., Patco

' ■■ • • ■ Division, Newport News, Virginia;
* ■ . American District Telegraph -

Winston. Salem, North Carolina 
American District Telegraph - 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Previous Residences Raleigh, North Carolina, 
Fayetteville, North Carolina, 
Ashville, North Carolina, 
Newport News, Virginia, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, 
Orlando, Florida 

Friends CHRISTINE TENDELL,
Clinton, North Carolina 
VIOLET ALLRED, 
Orlando, Florida
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PERNELL EZZELL

THis document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency.
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10/14/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-587)

FROM: SAC, TAMPA (62-963) (C)

PERNELL EZZELL
INFORMATICS CONCERNING \ 
(00: TP) \

(TP Fil# 62-963) \ K .

KENSALT 
(00: LA) 

(TP Fil# 44-729)

MURKIN 
(00: ME)

(TP Fil# 157-3231)

Be Bureau airtel to Tampa, Los Angeles and Memphis,
dated August 7, 1968, and captioned ’’KENSALT" and •’MURKIN”; 
and Now Orleans letter to Bureau, captioned a# above, dated 
10/4/68.

The referenced New Orleans letter to Bureau revealed
that the instructions contained in the Bureau*# airtel of 
August 7, 1963, have boon complied with. Accordingly, the 
Tampa Division is placing its files pertaining to KKN8ALT 
and BURKIN in a closed status at this time.

Attached are 11 copies of an LUM captioned "PERNELL
EKS^LL”, and dated as above, for the Bureau. The Bureau may 
wish to disseminate a copy of the UM to CIA as the attached 
UH contains an Interview with EZZELL, at which tine he 
denied ever stating that he was on the CIA payroll.

3 - Bureau (Enc. 11) (RM)
1- New Orleans (Info) (173-994) - urn

qu -q^-au
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Copies of the LUM were disseminated locally to 
Secret Service, Jacksonville, Fla.; 081, Robins APB, Ga.; 
MI, Orlando, Fla.; and MISO, Charleston, 8. C., because 
they have cognisance.

The Tampa file 62-963, pertaining to PERNELL 
EZZELL is in a closed status.

A copy of this airtol is being furnished to the 
Mew Orleans Division for its information concerning the 
final dispostion of this Matter by the Tampa Division. 
Mo LEM is being enclosed for Me* Orleans, Los Angeles, 
or Memphis because it only contains the interview of 
EZZELL by the New Orleans Division, who has previously 
furnished results to Loa Angeles and Kosphls.




