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" June_ 6, 1968

CALIFORNIA ELECTION RETURNS
SENATOR ROBERT F, KENNEDY
TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 1968

The Senatoxr arrived back to the hotel about 8:00 Pl and
immediately went to the Royal Suite. He did not go into

the parlor since friends and staff were watching the election
retuxns on television. At about 10:30 PM, moxe and more
people began to arrive in the hallway outside the Senator's
suite and by 11:45 PM it was quite crowded. '

When it came time to go down to the Embassy Ballrxoom fox his .
victoxy statement, I immediately sent Eddie Manasian to hold the
north elevatoxr since it had been decided that he should go through
the lobby particularly since two television cameras had been
erected across from the house phones. Only when we were two or
three feet away from the elevatoxr did the Semator decide that

he would prefer not to go through the crowds but to use the
sexrvice elevator as he had done on Sunday, June 2nd when he

made an appearance in the Cocoanut Grove and the East Garden.
Once in the sexvice elevator we arrived on the kitchen level

and X led the way to the Embassy Ballroom stage.

The crowd was fantastic and the stage was jam packed. As a matter’
of fact, I was terribly concerned about all the people being up
on the stageland was afraid the stage might break down. '

Aftexr his acceptance speech in the Embassy Ballroom, we were due
to use the back stairxcase down to the Ambassador Ballroom whexe _
the genexal public was awaiting bin. However, before the speech ended

in the Embassy Ballroom, Fred Dutton asked me’ xl there were television

sets in the Ambassador Ballroom and I answered "yes". It was then
1mmedxate1y decided that the Senator would visit the Colonial Room
first which was being used as Press headquarters. I told Mr. Dutton
that thexe was no Press in the Colonial Room, instead they wexe in
the Embassy Ballroom. They still headed for the Colonial Room and

I led the way followed by Senator and Mrs. Kennedy, as well as his
immediate staff dncluding Bill Barry, his bodyguard, Jesse Unruh

and a few friends.

I-was about 6 feet ahead of him when I heard the sound of what I
thought was a firccracker. It sounded three ox four times in quick

oxder and I thought it was part of the celebration. JYmmediately,

~-~~continued-~
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howevex, he was doun on the flooxr where the big ice machine is
located and screams and pandemonjum broke out the same time as
the killexr was attacked. Mr. Murphy, the hotel Security Guaxd
evidently had called the ambulance but I wanted to make sure and
ran into the Colonial Room, but could mnot get the operator, but
was assured once again that the ambulance was on the way. This
all happenéd within a matter of seconds. I then immediately ran
down the kitchen steps to the casino level and out through the
back ramp that our Bellmen use. As I was waiting outside, the
ambulance axrived and I escorted the two ambulance attendants
through the same area up to the lobby level of the kitchen pantry
area. X emphasized to the attendants the emergency and yemember
being texribly upset/by the apparent non-chalonce of one of the
attendants. I pushed them and pushed them and urged them on but
somehow they could mot move fast enough., What really made me
upset was when I was to bring them up the steps from the lowex
level to ‘the lobby level, they refused to walk up the steps with
a stretcher and instead insisted on taking the elevator. Back up
in the kitchen there was a lot of shuffling and shouting, photographers
were trying to get pictures, and I was definitely of the opinion
that the people would lynch or beat to deaththe assassin. The
Senatoxr was placed on the stretcher, rolled into the elevator,
rought down to the lowex level and carxied out into the waiting
ambulance. I again recall some difficulty with the same ambulance
attendant - he would not allow one or two people, pexhaps even
Mrs. Kennedy, to enter the ambulance with the Senator's body.
I remember specifically Bill Barry saying, and I quote, "This guy
has got to go". The ambulance then took off and I jumped on the
back seat of one of the police rotorcycles and we took off for-the
© ~msropeceiving hospital. What amazed me was that this police escoxt did
not know the location of the Central Receiving Hospital, neither did
another police motorcycle and neither did, if I recall coxrectly,
one of the police cars. : '

We arrived at the hospital moments afterx the ambulance and
immediately aftexwaxrds, Steven Smith, the Senator's brother-in-law,
arrived as did Colonel John Glenn. Again I was surprised that the
uniformed hospital attendants would not let in Steven Smith ox
Colonel Glenn, buy eventually, upon proper identification, they
got in, “

The Senator was then brought out again and moved into an ambulance

and driven to the Good Samaritan Hospital. Somehow I felt hopeful

at the time since Mrs. Kemnedy went in a separate ambulance. Joe

Quinn, the Deputy Mayox, arranged a police car fox Fred Dutton,

Steven Smith, Roy Varrow and myself, and took off for the Good

Samaritan Hospital. ,Agaip..With _tyg efficexs in the palice car
--continued=-~



---Page Three---.

they did mot know the location of the Good Samaritan Hospital. -
As a mattexr of fact, they drove in the opposite direction and
could not get the proper information from the operator. As &
mattexr of fact, they did not even ask the proper questions f£rom
the operatox and had hexr confused. It was really unbelievable
but we finally arrived at the hospital where a larxge crowd was
gathering.

This 4s briefly the way I rememberxr the last hours of Senator
Kennedy's visit to California. I would like to add that at no
time did anybody criticize anybody in connection with the
shooting, instead the staff was formidable and dedicated and
efficient to the very end as I hadflearned to know many of them
during their stay at the Ambassador from the middle of March

to Wednesday, June 5, 1968.

As the Senator said in many of his speeches, '"We are all in
this effort together” and everybody surrounding him certainly was.
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