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TTKYTTKrTOSOr
CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

STATE OF CAUrbRNIA-^PARTMLNT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

DECEDENT
PERSONAL

DATA

ft NAMf AND ^RTHPLACE OF FATHER

1a. NAME OF DECEASED—FIRSTNAME* U, MIDDLE NAM? |

Robert I Francis
fc. LAST NAME

Kennedy
3. SEX,

M

4. COLOR OR RACE

White
5. BIRTHPLACE ^^TtavT'^^

Brookline, Mass
ft DATE OF FIRTH

> 11/20/25
ft MAIDEN NAME AND BIRTHPLACE OF MOTHER

7. AGE <LASY HIRThDAVi

^2 YEARS

Joseph P< Kennedy

PLACE 
OF

DEATH,

2k. DATE OF PEATH-ww-moimyk. m year j2b.' HOUR

June 6, 1968 J 1:44 AM
IF UNDER 5 YEA* IF WOE* Z4 HOURS

Boston,Mass. Rose Fitzgerald Boston, Mass

ISA. PLACE OF DEATH—NAMI OF HOSPITAL OR OTHER IN-PATIENT FACILITY ji^TSTRUJjWi^ AND HUMBER. OR LOCATION)

to CITIZEN OF WHAT COUNTRY

U;SUV
12. MARRIED. NEVER MARRIED WIDOWED. 
DIVORCED (SPECIFY)

married
13. NAME OF SURVIVING SPOUSE ct# wife, enter maioenkaw

Ethel Skakei
11 j^^^^^^j!

14. LAST occupation

U.S* Senator
♦e NUMBER OF VcAP> IN 

Yhi# OCCUPATION

4 years
tft NAME OF LAST EMPLOYING COMPANY QR f l*M<lT SCLPC«FLQ*€N *>»*A’t»

• United States Government

17. KINO .OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS

Government

Good Samaritan Medical Center I 1212 Shatto Street
isd. city or town

Los Angeles
*13: COUNTY

। Los Angeles
{ 1$F. LENGTH 0* STAY IN COUNTY OF DEATH

I 10 dQyS

*1SC. INSID# CITY CORPORATE LIMITS 
ICSPECIFY YES QR KO) 

!yes----- -------
‘t^G. LENGTH OF STAY IN CALIFORNIA

; 10 days

21a CORONER- *»«*•••’<i*»*» that i Dig PHYSICIAN • ««•* «"•* » ’"*' own olcurkq at 
* - vCATMOCGUBAkDATTHC f* « » • 'ThE HOUR UATC AND PLACE STRUCK A BOV 4.

USUAL
. RESIDENCE 

CW DEATH OCCURRED M

I?A USUAL RESIDENCE—STREET ADDRESS (STREET and number OR LOCATION) J 19b INSiDE CITY CORPORATE LIMITS

870 United Nations Plaza l‘—
20. NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF INFORMANT

Ethel S* Kennedy
INSWTION. ENTER

RESIDENCE BEFORE 

l * ADMISSION)

»C, CITY OR TOWN *19o, COUNTY |1$E. STATE

New York ; New York • New York Sane as 19A

PHYSICIAN'S 
OR CORONER'S 
CERTIFICATION

HOUR OA’E ANO PLACE STATED ABOVE FROM THE J FROM THE CAUSES STATE# BELOW ANO THAT » ATYiNDEB THE DECEASED 
CAUSES STAYED BELO* ASO THAT 1 PAVE MELO ON ’ FROM
’HE REMAINS OF DECEASED AS REQUIRE# BY LAW Jt rM -£'T7'’CAV ^g

€*’€# MONTH BAY YEAR,
AKO

FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR 

AND 
LOCAL 

REGISTRAR

INSTIGATION—!
22a. specify buriau entombment 122b. DATE
OR CREMATION I

25. NAM? OF FUN WAL DIRECTOR (OR PERSON ACTING AS SUCH)

CORONER-LOS ANGEIEVcOUMY J
23, NAME OF CmTLKY OR CREMATORY 2.4^V43aU^—Jg\7t!^^

Off W NUT CCF»tH» 0 B» COHOM." WAS 
*v THIS DEATH REPORT© TO COAONtR* 
I SPECIFY YES OB NO!

Q

CAUSE 
* OF 

DEATH

27. LOCAL

£233222=.
29. PART I. DC ATM WAS CAUSED BY; ENTER ONLY ON? CAUSE PER LN? FOR A ft ANO C

^Lhin^J^B.
P,**5IC«AV S CAL.FOR V A 
LICENSE HUMBER

LOCAL ACGlS’RAB

iX^a^M^kJL
—SKAATURE^--^^ pare accepub for neg^vratkhi B»

LU 
.X

a

IMITATE CAUSE
<A> |

Conditions, if any. which 
cave RISE TO TK£ IMMEDI
ATE CAUSE (A>, .STATING 
THE ONO ERL YING CAUSE 
LAST.

WE TO. OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 

w
.-4

DUE TO. OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF

<C)
<

30. PART H. OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS'’— contaibuyng »g oeayb buy boy relateo to yhe immediate cause given in part u

o 
UI

INJURY
2 INFORMATION

APPROXL 
MATE 

INTERVAL 
BETWEEN

ONSET 
AND

SEAT*

Of WAS OPERAVKIR 0* BIOPSY PMFOPHtO FC» ^O. AUTO'S*
ANY CONtHTON IN ntMS 2# OB 30’ ise^cev (SPECIFY)

^...^ *“~"— ..^.. “'- «, BO,
•SO- If YES. WERE FINDINGS CON 

S>D£REO IN DETERMINING 
CAUSE 0*- DEATH* (SPEC** YES O« MOTOPERATION ANOAM BIOPSY!

33. SPECIFY ACCIDENT. SUICIDE OR HOMICIDE m,c*wa* M“"

HOTEL

35. INJURY AT WORK 
(SPECIFY YfS OB BO)

KO

36*. PATE OF INJURY—hohty day Year 

jut’S 3.1068
36b. HOUR

_ 12:1^ AM
37a PLACE OF INJURY (street ano number or location and City or town)

3400 Y/tlsHIRS ms ANGLES .

07. DIS’ARC € FROM PLACE OF 
I* JU AV TO USUAL 
RESIDENCE «< ••

3000 •"“»

->O W£HE LAVOFAroRV ’tS’S DONE FOR ORuGS 
.OB (OAK CHEMICALS (SPEC** YES OR HO!

WtRt LAOOKXTOBV TtSIS 
•'Y- DONE FOR ALCOHOL* 
(SPEC** *£S OR AO)

1 DESCRIBE HQW INJURY OCCURRED iekteb moueace of events which resulted in injury nature of injury should be entero in wen >•>

SHOT BY KNOWN PERSON
F.state 

REGISTRAR

A. 8. C. D. E.

7WS IS A Tim Ct*Tifl€O> COPY OP Th€ k£C0«O 
fttto n TK 16$ ANGOXS COUNTY WEALTH DEPART- 
MEAT IF IT ©CARS THE SEAL IMPRINTED

. H» PURPiX INK.

JUN 6 1968

C A H*tfy^( M Oy * F*i >M>. y<<e< »M MMrx
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June. 6, 1968

CALIFORNIA ELECTION RETURNS
SENATOR ROBERT F, KENNEDY

TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 1968

The Senator arrived back to the hotel about 8:00 PM and 
immediately went to the Royal Suite. He did not go into 
the parlor since friends and staff were watching the election 
returns on television. At about 10:30 PM, more and more 
people began to arrive in the hallway outside the Senator’s 
suite and by 11:45 PM it was quite crowded.

When it came time to go down to the Embassy Ballroom for his . 
victory statement, I immediately sent Eddie Manasian to hold the 
north elevator since it had been decided that he should go through 
the lobby particularly since two television cameras had been 
erected across from the house phones. Only when we were two or 
three feet away from the elevator did the Senator decide that 
he would prefer not to go through the crowds but to use the 
service elevator as he had done on Sunday, June 2nd when he 
made an appearance in the Cocoanut Grove and the East Garden. 
Once in the service elevator we arrived 'on the kitchen level 
and I led the way to the Embassy Ballroom stage.

The crowd was fantastic and the stage was jam packed. As a matter 
of fact, I was terribly concerned about all the people being up 
on the stage and was afraid the stage might break down.

After his acceptance speech in the Embassy Ballroom, we were due 
to use the back staircase down to the Ambassador Ballroom where 
the general public was awaiting him. However, before the speech ended 
in the Embassy Ballroom, Fred Dutton asked me if there were television 
sets in the Ambassador Ballroom and I answered ”yes". It was then 
immediately decided that the Senator would visit the Colonial Room 
first which was being used as Press headquarters. I told Mr. Dutton 
that there was no Press in the Colonial Room, instead they were in 
the Embassy Ballroom. They still headed for the Colonial Room and 
I led the way followed by Senator and Mrs. Kennedy, as well as his 
immediate staff including Bill Barry, his bodyguard, Jesse Unruh 
and a few friends.

I was about 6 feet ahead of him when I heard the sound of what I 
thought was a firecracker. It sounded three or four times in quick 
order and I thought it was part of the celebration. Immediately,

-----continued—



--Page Two--

however, he was down on the floor where the big ice machine is 
located and screams and pandemonium broke out the same time as 
the killer was attacked. Mr. Murphy, the hotel Security Guard 
evidently had called the ambulance but I wanted to make sure and 
ran into the Colonial Room, but could not get the operator, but 
was assured’ once again that the ambulance was on the way. This 
all happened within a matter of seconds. I.then immediately ran 
down the kitchen steps to the casino level and out through the 
back ramp that our Bellmen use. As I was waiting outside, the ■ 
ambulance arrived and X escorted the two ambulance attendants 
through the same area up to the lobby level of the kitchen pantry 
area. I emphasized to the attendants the emergency and remember 
being terribly upset/by the apparent non-chalonce of one of the 
attendants. I pushed them and pushed them and urged them on but 
somehow they could not move fast enough. What really made .me

. upset was when I was to bring them up the steps from the lower 
level to the’ lobby level, they refused to walk up the steps with 
a stretcher and instead insisted on taking the elevator. Back up 
in the kitchen there was a lot of shuffling and shouting, photographers 
were trying to get pictures, and I was definitely of the opinion 
that the people would lynch or beat to deaththe assassin. The 
Senator was placed on the stretcher, rolled into the elevator, 
brought down to the lower level and carried out into the waiting 
ambulance. I again recall some difficulty with the same ambulance 
attendant - he would not allow one or two people, perhaps even 
Mrs. Kennedy, to enter the ambulance with the Senator’s body.
I remember specifically Bill Barry saying, and X quote, "This guy 
has got to go". The ambulance then took off and I jumped on the 
back seat of one of the police motorcycles and we took off for the 

w----deceiving hospital, what amazed me was that this police escort did 
not know the location of the Central Receiving Hospital, neither did 
another police motorcycle and neither did, if I recall correctly, 
one of the police cars.

We arrived at the hospital moments after the ambulance and 
immediately afterwards, Steven Smith, the Senator’s brother-in-law, 
arrived as did Colonel John Glenn. Again I was surprised that the 
uniformed hospital attendants would not let in Steven Smith or 
Colonel Glenn, buy eventually, upon proper identification, they 
got in.

The Senator was then brought out again and moved into an ambulance 
and driven to the Good Samaritan Hospital. Somehow X felt hopeful 
at the time since Mrs. Kennedy went in a separate ambulance. Joe 
Quinn, the Deputy Mayor, arranged a police car for Fred Dutton, 
Steven Smith, Roy Varrow and myself, and took off for the Good 
Samaritan Hospital. Again, with two officers in the police car

—continued—



—Page Three—.

they did not know the location of the Good Samaritan Hospital. • 
As a matter of fact, they drove in the opposite direction and 
could not get the proper information from the operator. As a 
matter of fact, they did not even ask the proper questions from 
the operator and had her confused. It was really unbelievable 
but we finally arrived at the hospital where a large crowd was 
gathering.

This is briefly the way I remember the last hours of Senator 
Kennedy’s visit to California. I would like to add that at no 
time did anybody criticize anybody in connection with the 
shooting, instead the staff was formidable and dedicated and 
efficient to the very end as I had^learned to know many of them 
during their stay at the Ambassador from the middle of March 
to Wednesday, June 5, 1968.

As the Senator said in many of his speeches, "We are all in 
this effort together" and everybody surrounding him certainly was.’
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