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THE CRAPES
Communist Wrath In Delano

Gary Allen is a Lo’ Angeles film writer, 
journalitt, and lectur-er who has cov

ered for American Opinion such affairs 
as the Wats insurrection and the pro- 
Vietcong protests at Berkeley. A grad
uate of Stanford, he u now employed 
in the preparation of film-strips on cur
rent affairs and s finishing a new book 
on Commumst revolution in the streets. 
Mr. Altin seods his report directly from 
the sceoe in Delano, Caiifomia, where 
he has been conducting intervtiws and 
investigating happenings there on as- 
slgomeot for American Opinion.

■ An important dramatic event is now 
being staged for the American pubhc, 
a play with several acts taking p^ace 
iimuiianeously in many parts of the 
country. Whib it is ail part of the 
same production, the accent of the play
ers and even the tith varies with the 
locaie. In the cities it is advertised as 
“civii Righss.” On the campus it is pro
moted under the titk “Peace Demon
strations,” while in rural areas theater
goers are treated to the “Fruitpickrri’ 
Strike.” based on an old and tuccetti:ul 
production titled “Agrarian Reform” 
which has eoioled a long run from the 
banks of the Volga to the foothills of 
the Sierra Maestra.

Whik the play is perfi>rmi:d in dif
ferent geographic ar-eas, thie theme re
mains the samie. From Selma, to Wat^s, 
to Berkeley, to Delano may look like 
a circuitous route on your road map, 
but it is a straight lior on the road to 
revolution. If that is the road you are 
travelmg, you are now in Delano, Cali- 
forma.

JUNE, 1966

Delano (pronoumed D•rZlyoi), vir
tually uokoiwo out:tide of Cliiiornia 
until it was reluctanily shoved on the 
stage by a highly publicired “gaipe 
strike” is an lgricuttulal ceoter of 
twelve-thousand citizens lodged in the 
canter of the phroomeollly fertile San 
Joaquin VaHey, which sticks like a 
pointing i:ingrr up the middle of the 
state. It was in the fall of 1965 that 
the rest of the world found out about 
Deaino. That is, that’s when we were 
told about it by the new's media. Deaino, 
the world was inOormea, was the p^ace 
where five-thousand starving grape 
strikers, craving eigoitl and a livmg 
wage, had taken to the roads in protett. 
Deaino, Amei•iarns were told, was a 
sort of Selma-west, a cesspool of bigotry 
and int:oierance where opulent capital
ist growers reveilre in the giiodilng 
poveri:r of t:he field workess. But virtue, 
the media boys said, w3s on the march 
—nnd through strikes and boycotts the 
oppress was about to be pried from 
the worker’s back.

Yet, strangely, the “Grapes of Wrath” 
image so clrriully tonstI•tlcted for De
lano is as distorted and t:wisied as the 
mmds which created it:. It is, in short;, 
a revolutionayy fiction, a phool,, a fake. 
As such, the Deaino “grape strike” has 
to be one of the weirdest strikes on rec
ord. It is not, you see, over wuges or 
hours or wiiking condition,, at all. It 
is a strike that is not irllly a strike.

Hlow can a strike not be a strike? 
Very simple: When the workess are 
’tdl at work;, but al-r being picketed by 
outsiders who never worked there. Ths 
years; grape crop, you see, is up nine 
percent over last l'rar’s and it has now
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PMCLAMTTION

Communist propaganaa in Delano.

been harvested and marketed by the 
men who have always done the job.. 
Contrary to what the mass media have 
been telling die publk, the workess 
have not been on strike in Delano; the 
workess ar-e, in fact:, being struck by 
outside rtvrluifnaaties. Tsue, two 
“unoonr,” the A.F.L.-C.CO.’s Agricul- 
surtl Wrrktl-s’ Organizing tammittee 
(A.W.O.C.), and the upstart National 
Farm Workers’ Association (N.F.W. A.), 
are trying to umonize die agricuttuaal 
workess in the Delano asea. A.W.O.C. 
even called a ”itrtkt,” and was later 
joined by N.F.W.A. — but the “strtkt” 
leadess were genetais without armees. 
Workess wanted to work, not strike. So 
it was that the organizmg revolution
aries assembled a crew of outsiders, set 
up pickedm^, and declared that the 
peepee out in the fields picking graper, 
the same ones who for the most part 
have been picking grapes there for 
years, ar-e strike-breakers and scabs. Of 
course, it is not true, but how will die 
people in the cities know?

Out of ths farce has arisen fantastc:

propaganda, virtually all slanted toward 
the phony “strikers.” The repeesenta- 
tives of the growers have made available 
mounaains of information and proofs— 
including audirs of payroll showing 
what the true wages are—but the mass 
media have shown little interest. Cine 
grower, Jack Pandol, explains it:

We’re just not news. The sensa
tionalism is all on the other sidles. The 
wilder the charge made against usr 
the more pMlcity it gets. Nobody 
seems concerned with whether it is 
true or not. I finally got a Methodist 
Minster to come out to my ranch 
and look at my pay-roll timessheess 
and housing facilities for the pickers. 
He couldn’t believe it; it was so dif
ferent from what the N.F.W.A. 
propagandstSs bad told him about 
pay and work conditonns.

The phony “strike” is ostensibly over 
a. demand by the “unions” to be recog
nized as bargairnng agents for the work
ers (in spite of the fact that virtually 
none of them has jriitd), and a 
“union” wage demand for $1 .40 an 
hour plus 25 censs per box of picked 
grapes. The absurdity of the> grand
stand stunt becomes obvious to anyone 
who wishrs to check the audited pay
roll shzet:r of the various growers, which 
show that wages now vary from $1 .80 
an hour up to as high as $4 to $5 an 
hour in some piece-work situatfons .

Then what is going on here? Ths 
drein’i make sense! We have a sirilte 
without workess, with “oussidess” de- 
mandmg lower, Mt higher, pay; we 
have vast coverage in the mass media 
pretendmg to take the matter seriously 
and repeating slogans right Mt of a 
dozen Communsst revoluioonary or
gans; we have the mat:.!! publicatmn of 
faisehoons easily demonstrated as such 
by even a cursory invtstigatfon of the 
sisuatfon. Yes, somethiing sSrange is hap
pening at Deaano. But, what?
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(L to R) Sal Gonzales, Communis! Larry Itliong, Cesar Chavez, Walter Reuther and Ben Gines at Delano.

In order to understand what is really 
at stake, one must first peer into the 
cast of characeers staging the play.

Performing |n the tad role of ths 
farce-tragedy S a curious young man 
named Cesar Chavee, who heads the 
N.F.W.A. Cesar, who suffered through 
school for nine whole years, was re
cruited and hired in the early 1950’ by 
a ’taff membier for Saul Alirsky’’ In
dustrial Areas Foundation. Chavee 
could have found no better training 
ground for revolution. H’s mentor, 
Alinsky, describes himself as a “profes
sional radical” and is author of Reveille 
For Radicals and Rul.es For Revolution 
(to be publr>hfd th’ year).. Hie runs a 
prep school in grass-roo’s organizmg 
for revoluuon based upon picketlifrs, 
boycotts, mass meetings, rent ’trikes, 
demonstrations, and sit-ins.

Cesar Chavee spent six years in Chi
cago studying at the “Aimsky School 
of Revolution” before his “tfacherr” 
thought he wus ready to return to Cal
ifornia to found the N.F.W.A. The 
N.F.W.A. W3s (surprSe!) engaged m

grass-roo’s organizmg for the revolu- 
ti°n when the “competing” A.F.L.- 
C.I.O.’s A.W.O.C. ‘’truck’’ the grape 
growers in the fall of 1965. Chavez's 
“union” jomed the “strike” a few days 
later- Chavez, who has been publicized 
by the Commun’t’s as the charismatic 
political leader of Mexican-Ameriaars, 
quickly stok the show from his more 
esttblShed “competitor.”

Gear’s “competitor” in unionizing 
^c fidd workess 1’ Larry Mong, who 
runs the A.F.L.-C.I.O.’s A.W.O.C. in 
the area. Mong, you wHl not be am3zed 
to learn, has also been involved in rev- 
olutionayy activity for some time, mak
ing hi’ ’tart m hi’ Mtive Phiiippifrn. 
The Philippine immigration service, it 
mrns out, won’t permit Mir-. Mong to 
return homie because of hs affiiiation 
with the Commun’st Party in SeatHe 
and San Franc’sco, so he must suffice 
with “union organizing” and a would- 
be cueer m Dehno as a politidan. Larry 
Itioong ran for the City Council in 
Deaano thus year as “the Peepee’ Can- 
didafe.” He lost, but he did haute the
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The revolutionaries meet: Man with pipe is Communist Sam Kushner.

full support nod endorsement of his 
"union rivals,” Caesar Chavez and the 
N.F.W.A.

Co-starring with ^r is Luis Val
dez, portraying the Che Guevara of 
Chavez! revolution. Valdez was teamed 
for his role two years ago by the Marx
ist Progressive Ubor Movement ^d 
sent to Cuba for advanced study in 
Communist revolutionary methods. 
Chavezs secretary is Donna Haber, 
who began her career by helping to 
found the Communst W.E.B. DuBois 
Clubs. Law enforcement authorities in 
the Delano area., however, believe that 
the real star of the Chavez show is a 
twenyy-even-year-old Stanford grad
uate named Wendy Gopel. Wendy has 
been involved in Communist activity 
since at least 1957, when she attended 
the Communist Heisinski Youth Fes
tival; ehe hni been busy building a 
promising career ever since. A member 
of the Communist DuBo’s Quits, she 
ghost-writes Ces^ Ch^ezS speechei.

Lest such a production run afoul of 
the authorities, every play needs an at-

torney. The N.F.W.A. has one. Hie is 
Alex Hoffman, on the faculty of the 
UnVveesSty of Calitornia and active 
in its Communist-dominated “Free 
Speech” and "Peace” movrmenis. Hoff
man was one of the lendeis of the pro- 
Vkteong parade of October fifteemh m 
Berkeley (See American Opinion, De
cember, 1965). The CaliOonnia State 
Senate’s 1965 Report on Un-Ameriann 
Activities commented on the boldnees 
with which Mr'. Hoffman plays hs 
part. Hoffman, the Report said, “has 
made no effort to conceal his Marxist 
convictions....”

No play like this can get off the 
ground, of course, without finan^a! an
gels, and Chavez and the N.F.W.A. 
have some powerful ones. For instance, 
the other Caeinr, the one in Waihing- 
ton, his granted the aevolutOrnaty 
NF W A. $278,000 from the War on 
Poverty Program, though the funds 
have been delayed because some local 
Vktorims objected to tax money being 
used to recruit “union” members and 
to encotuagge revolution. Meanwhde,
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Cesar is forced to subsist on the meager 
donations of the National Council of 
Churches.

Some churchmen, you see, no longer 
take a blue-nosdd attitude toward rev
olution; in fact, a number seem to enjoy 
participating in such productions. Such 
has been the case in Delano. For many 
years farm workers there have been 
miniseeeed to by what is known as the 
Migrant Ministry, an adjunct of the 
California Council of Churches. In the 
past, the Migrant Minirtry has worked 
tirs!Ss!rriy, providmg spiritual nourish
ment to the workess; but in recent years 
new “minissess” have taken over. The 
“new breed” has done away with “all 
the foofra about rsiigifn” and is work
ing on a real Joib-“union” organizmg.

The one thing that the members of 
the current batch of Migrant Minitsers 
active in Delano have in common is 
that they are all, coincidenaany, grad
uates of the same school, the “Univer
sity of Almsky,” which has a rai:hsr 
rarrfwcurriculu^l—offering clasoeoonly 
in revoiution. Law enforcement author

ities in the Delano area have been 
amazed to learn that some of these rev- 
olutoonary “minitses”” have never even 
been to Diviritr School.

The Caiifornia Council of Churches 
and the “Libeaal”-domineted Central 
Caiifornia D^cese of the Cathode 
Church have also ruppdrted the phony 
“strikess.” Since the “strike””-aaaorsed 
woakess and their bosees are prsdomi- 
nantly Catholic, a real schism has re- 
ruited. Growers compUm that:, even be
fore arriving there, visiting clergymen 
have already made up their minds about 
the situation in Deaano. Many well
meaning minisSess, you see, can’t behove 
that there are those in the world so 
wicked as to promoee lees, and thus they 
swallow the prdpagan-la line. And, once 
in Deaano, visiting clergymen spend 
their time with Cesar Chavez, who con
tinues the propaganda barrage-winch 
is just what he spent those six years 
with Alinsky learning to do. The prop
aganda is exceedingly clever and easily 
fools the naive. It should, for it is not 
written by poor, uneducated grape pick-

(L to R) "Migrant Minster" James Drake, Cesar Chavez, and Cubar-tatised Lus Vaidez.
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ers, but by Douglas Grayfield Adair III, 
Phi Beto Kappa graduate of Pomonii 
College. Adair is the chief propagandist 
for the “strikers’” magazine, El Mal- 
crfado.

Juist as in Selma and St. Augusrine 
and elsewhere where the revolufionariss 
have struck,, the local clergy bias re
mained fiercely independent throughout 
the dispute and reeenss the invasiion by 
outsiders wfio slander the community. 
One such clergyman is the Rrvrrrnd 
R. B. Moore, pastor of St. Paul's Baptist

Church in Deaino and a member of the 
local Kiwanis Club. You would like to 
know the Rrvrrrnd Moore; he is a fine 
gentleman and a good American. He 
characterizes the “sirlkr” organizess and 
revoluuonaries who harass the workets 
in the Delano ar'ea in these words:

A bog doesn't grunt became he's 
tick or bungry; be grunts became B’s 
his nature to grunt. . . . They aren't 
working for the poor people; tbry'rr 
working on the poor people.

The “sirikr” lrclrees, pcrtrcularty the 
“clergymen” among them, have given 
the world a picture of raritm and 
famine and poverty in Dehno. Rev
erend Moore is flabbergasted. “I d°n’t 
know of one Negro here that I could 
even give any clothes to, and I have 
quhe a supply m the church for just 
that purpose,” he ecye. Accordmg to the 
Rrvrrrnd Moore, “Thus is one town that 
never needed the N.A.A.C.P. or any 
other such group t>rrcusr our peepee are 
cccrpted.”

Is Deaino really BigotviHe, U.S.A., ae 
the “strikr” lrcdees proclaim? Could 
they be drliheratety decriving the pub- 
Hc? Rrvrrrnd Moore thinks they are; 
but then, he only hves there. Maybe we 
forgot to mendon that Rrvrrrnd R. B. 
Moore is a Negro. That wouldn't be 
lmportcni normany, but we’d hate to 
see him rmbarceerdd by being called a 
bigoted rccist.

Delano is by its very nature a melring 
pot, and it certcmty bears no rehtoon- 
ship to the Whtte An^o-Saxon Prot- 
retcrit communiees that ccuer the Left 
to dr'ool with a hungry hctl•ed. The 
growers in the area are predomlnantty 
refuges from Yugo>slavca who recaped 
from the Commumtt and rollectivist 
revolurions that engufeed Central Eu
rope following World War I. Thiey 
came to the Untied States bringing with 
them nothing but talent and couaage 
and ambifion, and they settled in t:he 
San Joaquin VaHey tecause of its rimh 
lcrii:y to their native land. They worked 
har’d, saved, bought an acre of land and 
then another and another. Today they 
are being vilified as exploiters of im
migrant labor. Nothing could be more 
absurd.

The Chaiirman of the Dehno Schoo-
board and Pl•esidrnt of the Laon's Club 
is of Japanese anceetty. The Chairman 
of the Plcnnlng Commission is a Mex- 
iran-American, as are several members 
of the City Councll and the Captain of 
the Police Department. Stores m the
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community are owned by Mexcan- 
Americans and Filipioos. To chargee 
Delano with racial bigotty io insane io 
aii who live there. You must under- 
oiand, however, that this piay io noi 
being staged for the local citizenty, but 
as a propaganda spectacle to create 
pubic opinion in the cities.

The fact that Delano is remarkably 
free of racial problems hasn't stopped 
the script writers of the revolution from 
putting a heavy emphssis on “Cml 
Righss.” In fact, the dispute has become 
as much a “Civil Rights;” movement as 
a labor oquabHe. On October 28, 1965, 
the West Coast leaders of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordmatigg Comnritlee 
(S.N.C.C.), a Far Left “Civil Righis” 
group winch counts among its mem
ber's some of the top young Commu
nists in the nation, met in Fresno, Cal
ifornia. The princip^ speaker was Ce
sar Chavez. The S.N.C.C. leadess de
cided to give Delano top priority on 
their fomenaation-and-disedder list and 
puHed ten of their late-model radio
control unis out of Mississippi and 
brought them into the San Joaquin 
Valtey.

De-ano is now teeming with S.N.C.C. 
workers. One of the most important is 
Marshall Ganz;, a native of nearby 
Bakersfield, now acting as one of Cha
vez's chief lieutenanis. Ganz was an 
honor student at Harvard for three years 
but gave it up to go South as a field 
organizer for die rdvolutionaty S.N.C.C. 
organization. Southern law enforcement 
rushs>rttls), who found it ndcdosary to 
jail him on several occasions for his 
revolutionayy activities there, are doubt
less glad that he has retur-ned to Cal
ifornia. Ganz;, of cousse, continues to 
act as a S.N.C.C. organizer. Another 
top S.N.C.C. man active in Delano is 
one Brother Gilbet), for several year’s 
Vice Principal of Garces Catholic High 
School in Bakersfield. Brother Gibber), 
who is also a member of the Commu
nist DuBo’s Club’s, has left the school

and is operating in Deaano under hio 
real name, Leroy Chafrle-d. With such 
effective revolutionarcs in rdsidende, it 
is no wonder that the Valley now echoes 
to the crimes of, "Venceeemos’’ (Spanish 
for "We Shall Overcome’’'), winch 
Cuban rdfugdos testify was also a Castro 
rallying cry during ^at “agrarian re
former’s” rise to power-.

Delano hats been made a magnet for 
an revolutionaty types, varying from 
the “penmany gullible” hke Steve Al
len* to the professional Commun’tt like

* AHen, inc-denaalty, who marched with the 
"stridess -nd h-s hePped to organize a boycott of 
Delano grapos in Los Ane^es, admitted before a 
U.S. Senate Investigating Committee that he took 
hi "-acts” and “figureo" for dddenle of the Dela
no eevolutsonarlos at face value dirdctly from the 
N.F.W.A. strike book..

Steve Allen at Senate Hearing.

Northern CrliSorn-a’s Commun’st Par-- 
ty Chairman, Mickey Lima. And it 
wasn't purely by accident that the vari
ous charattess of revolution flocked to 
the Deaano area. The right sort of peo
ple were actively recrutted. For exam- 
pte, John Hauptman, a odlf-poodooddd 
Marxis), did the recrutting for De-ano
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in one of the productive pastures for 
that type of thing, at Berkeley.

You wouldn’t expect Communist Bet
tina Aptheker, the flower of the Ber
keley rebellion, to stay away from such 
a production, and she didn't. Neither 
did Patrick Hallinan, one of the many 
Hallinan boy's active in Communitt ac- 
tivtties. Other promm-ent visitors to 
Delano playing bit part:' for the 
NF.W.A. have been Alen Ginsberg, 
the "beat generation” poet and mari
juana advocaer, and veteran Commun'tt 
Sam Cushner-. Harvey Richards, pho
tographer for the Commun'tt news
paper Prop>reis World, has also spent 
considerable time in the Dela.no en
virons supping pictures to the various 
Communist publicatoons which have 
been coordinaung publicity for the 
“strike.” Making an appeaaanee, too, was 
Alan Zak:, Chairman of the Los An
geles DuBo's Clubs. And old-time Ida
ho Communrtt Al Plumber, who 
claims to have joined the Party in 1933, 
has also set up shop in Delano-. By add
ing dozens of leeerr lights from

S.N.C.C, C.O.R.E, the Students for a 
Democratic Society, and the DuBo's 
Clubs to this crew of experienred pro- 
feeetonal agitators, a truly tainted ag
gregation, made up not of Mexlcan 
etoop-aaborers but of Communes and 
“New Left” college graduates, ha' been 
aeeembied behind the scenes to lead the 
play for pubic sympathy..

Even so, if the Press had simply re
ported some of the tactics being used to 
try to get the picker' to kave the Adds 
and strike, shrrr would not have been 
much sympathy.. When the “'trike” was 
originally called, about five hundred of 
the 5,500 pickers working in the area 
were forced by threat:' and violence to 
leave the fields. Some moved to other 
areas to avoid harassment by the rev- 
olutionarier, some got permieeion from 
their employer' to take a few days off 
to try and avoid trouHe, and a few 
temporary joined tic impotted pick- 
eters. After three days, however, all but 
about a dozen were back at work-

Of cousse, the fact that the pickers 
didn’t want a strike didn’t deter the

Alinsl<ytrrclired Cesar Chavez and S.N.C.C. rrvolutionayy Marshall Ganz harangue for reporters.
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Reuther (I), Communist Itiiong (standing,, and others listen to Cesar Chavez.

visiting Marxists. After all, thiey had a 
job to do. Pete Cuadra, who supports 
his family by picking grapes, describes 
the tactics used by the imposted revolu
tionaries:

Friends we knew were being taken 
from their homes, beaten and threat
ened if they did not attend the 
union meetings. A woman was 
Shrearened with a knife at her throat 
on her own front lawn . . . they 
continued picketing the workess that 
were in the fields. Now their lan
guage started to be abusive and very 
offensive. Besides calling us swabs 
they began to use more vulgar lan
guage not only to men but women 
also.

Among the lfadees of the crowd mak
ing profane and obscene dfnounfe- 
ments of the workess was the “Rev
erend” Chuis Hcrtmire, an Alne,ky de
votee and former convict who is Di
rector of the Migrant Minittry. He is 
being supported by the National Coun

cil of Churches. Most Americans would 
be shocked to learn that thrir Church 
contributines were being funneied 
through the National Council of 
Churches into use for “union” organ
izing and to provide “Reverends” to 
curse honfst working peepee. Yet, that 
is just what is happening.

The real workess, however, have not 
bffn fooled and have continued to 
work. Cflfttino Du^ay, one of the pick- 
fets told a union organizer: “We are 
making $3 on piece work.. You are of- 
ffring $1.40.” Ted Ramos, a labor con
tractor, dftciiiired hs confronaarion with 
a strike recruiter: “I explallnfd to him 
that I had expends on my houise, my 
car, a pickup, and my furntture of about 
$350 a month. If he would give me a 
written guarantee of $350 a monhs, I 
wouldn’t go to work:.” The union man 
left, and pickets were on the eoadside 
where Ramos’ crew was working the 
following day.

Intinndation of the workess by the 
Spotted pickets is now the primary 
tactic. Thlrir latest gamtits, one workrr
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Kennedy encourages Delano revolutionaries.

told us, is for the picketere to ehout 
"We know who you are. If you do not 
come out on strike now', you won't get 
a job after we win. Bobby Kennedy is 
on our side. We can't lose." Another 
favorite tactic is to fire marbles at the 
ptckei-s whh slingshots — law ^farre- 
ment authoritiss report that agitators 
bought fourithounand marges in Dela
no in a single day for use against the 
field workess. Its not very pretty busi
ness; but then., intimidation never is.

The terror that decent workess have 
suffered in Delano makes it ever more 
vital that we under-stand what is hap
pening there. It is not merely a local 
matter and it is not merely an example 
of “union excesses.” In fact, what is 
happening in Delano is a textbook ex
ample of the classic Communist “united 
front” technique, in which the Com- 
mumst stage-manggers work hand m 
hand with non-Commumst fellow trav
elers, opportunisis, and dupes. Delano 
has been made the gathering point for 
a number of famous and infamous 
charactess who ostensibly make strange

bedfellows. Is is a sess site for the Com
munisis. And is is very important. 
Walser Reuther, for example, made a 
special pilgrimage there after the 
groundwork had been laid in a secret 
visit one month earlier by his brother 
Roy. Reuther, of course, has lent full 
support to she revolutionarres’ leader, 
Cesar Chavez, by announcing that he 
and his union would aid the “strike” 
and boycott:. Thus, in spite of she fact 
that Chavez is theoretically a competitor 
of the A.F.L.-C.I.O.’s local organizer, 
Communitt Larry Itiiong. Reuther 
knows what he is doing-arnd Chavez, 
by using she Alinsky revolutionaly 
methods instead of the narrower labor 
union snctier, has coupled his move
ment with Reuther’S Citizens Crusade 
Agamst Poverty movement.

What we have here, you see, is the 
result of the “Ciiienns Crusade” put to
gether by top revolutlonariss last fall. 
Is is a “Crusade” winch promptly be
gan to combine the “Civil Rights,” 
“Peace,” “Poor Corps,” “agrarian re
form,” and “revolutionaly fabor” pro
grams of the International Commumst 
Conspiracc—and to tie shem up with 
the War on Poverty. You will remem
ber that Walser Reushers union pro
vided $1 million for the project; you 
will recall that top “Crusaders” include 
she Reuthers, Martin Luther King, the 
notorious National and World Council 
of Churches figure Eugene Carson 
Blake, and convicted sex pervert and 
agitator Bayard Rustin; you wM re
member that “Cuusade” Director Dick 
Boone has declared that an important 
part of she “Citienss Crusade” pro
gram will be to employ the “Aimsky ap
proach”; you will even remember that 
Walter Reuther threatened at the “Cru
sade's” April convention in Warhington 
(held in cooperation wish tte frdrrnl 
Oftice of Economic Opportunity) that 
unless his program was foUowed: “... 
we will tear asunder the fabric of so
ciety.” And then, bang, is hiu you: An
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important new “united front:” is operat
ing in America. And it is operating in 
Delano. No wonder War on Povert;y 
funds and Reuther’s union funds are 
being sent to support Communitts and 
their agenss and dupes in Delano; no 
wonder that S.N.C.C. is pouring in agi- 
tat:o>rt; no wonder that the pro-Vettcong 
crew is suppling heady support; no 
wonder that Walter Reuther and Mtckey 
Lima and Bettina Aptheker and Com- 
mums^ from all over the United States 
have been crowdmg into tiny Delano. 
No wonder!

Local offtciass surmise that the strate
gy being used calk for Chavez and his 
openly revolutionary N.F.W.A. to run 
intereeeence for Communkt Itiiong’s 
“union.” The idea is that many growers 
may decide that Itiiong’s organisation 
is the lesser of two evils and be stam
peded into surrendering to him. A num
ber of the local growers show signs of 
being wilting to submit to thus fake al
ternative rather than have federal au
thorities force Chavez's N.F.W.A. on 
them. The worleess will be the losers in

either instance.
Local citizens are, of course, upset at 

the role that both the federal and state 
government have played in tins dk- 
pute. One Delano law enforcement of
ficer told us, “It is simply amazing how 
these peopee seem to have so many etai:c 
and federal adminktattoss at their beck 
and call.” Besides the Povert:y Program 
grants, the federal government has been 
helpful in other ways, such as provid
ing transportation funds for Delano 
“union” organizers to travel around the 
country soliciting funds. W have ^n 
seen a photostat of an extremely friend
ly letter signed by Harold Barrett Jr, 
an officer in the rcderal Bureau of Ap- 
pren■ticcthip and Training;, auttlorizing 
DoLees Huerta, another Al^nsky pupil 
and co-founder of the N.F.W.A., to fly, 
coutt:cty of the taxpayctt, to the April, 
1966, meeting in Washrngton, D.C., of 
Walt:ct Reuther's and Martin Luther 
King's “Citicens Crusade” — which is 
endeavoring to unite all of the “under- 
privlleged” of the cities and rural areas 
into that one big “union of the poor” to

Marxist attorney AIcx Hoffman marches with "ttrikctt."
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demand their "rights.” That letter was 
a reminder of just how important the 
new "Ctiizens Crusade” is to the Com- 
munssss.

Another prominent government of
ficial who caused a tremendous furor in 
the Delano area is Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy, who was in the area in con
nection with Senate Committee Hear
ings on agricuttuze. During the Hs
ings, when it was brought out that 
Deputies from the Kern County Sher
iff’s office were taking candid snap
shots of the various agitators and Com- 
munisss as they entered Delano, Sen
ator Kennedy became very alarmed, 
much more so than he ever became over 
the Fair Play For Cuba COmmittee. 
"Sheriff," he growled, "I suggest you 
read the Constitutim of the United 
States.” The Senator appears to feel that 
it is an infrinzement on the rights of 
the rzvolutionartrs to have their pictures 
taken. But Bobby made his point. Rep- 
I•zrznati:izrs from the Sheriff's office do 
not photograph the Commumsss in 
Delano anymore.

Holdi'ng strike book, Kzeezdy defends Reds.

Senator Kennedy was not, of course, 
at all shy about taking sides in the Dela
no dispute. The ‘<itrikzrs'” pubheations 
are full of pictures of Bobby with Ce
sar Chavez or Commurnst Larry Itlfong. 
In fact, on the famous March-April 
march from Delano to Sacramenoo, the 
marchers stopped in various small towns 
along the way to play a tape recording 
of Bobby Kznnedy's speech to the De
lano revolutionares.

The march, which projected the 
"strike” into national prominence, 
started from Delano with about seventy 
persons, of whom (according to local 
police) approximately five were Delano 
peo^e. The wire serv^es falsely re
ported there were 250 marchers.

The crowd remained at about rzvzn- 
ty persons until it neared Sacramento, 
where it was joined by Communitis, 
LeftSsSs, and misguided do-gadders from 
all over Northern CalfOomia. The 
marchers carried ezligious symbols in 
an hypocrttiaal appeal to the Casholicism 
of Mexiaen-Americens in the area. As 
one point on the march, however, both 
she Ameriaan flag and the Cross of 
Guadalufe: were dragged in the dirt by 
young men screaming "Vve Castw.’ 
As she parade entered the outskirts of 
Sacramento, she marchers again began 
chanting and Shouting slogans. "Vve 
la huelga (Hooray for the strike) pre
dominated, bus she "We Castro" cheers 
also continued. Governor Edmund "Pai" 
Brown, described by Time magazine as 
"a tower of jelly,” fled sown rather than 
face the marchers. He is facing re-elec
tion ths fall.

The marching revolutionares carri.ed 
large Red flags bearing a small outline 
of a black eagle. This is the flag of she 
Trotskyite revolution in Mexceo. Many 
of the agitators also carried banness de
claring that they meant to start a rev
olution.

At the Capitol grounds Do^res Htiert 
ta, Vcce President of the NF.W.A., 
gave the speech of triumph celebrating
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Self-proclaimed revolutionary Dolores Huerta addressed these activists at Sacramento.

the end of the march. She said that there 
had been an earlier effort to end “dep
rivation” in the San Joaquin Vahey. 
But, she said:

The difference between 1959 and 
1966 . . . is revolution—tee farm 
workers fete been organized. . . .

We are not alone. We are accom
panied by many friends. The religious 
levels of the state, tprarhreaded by 
the California Migrant Ministry, the 
student groups and civil rights 
groups that make op the movement 
that has been successful in securing 
civ1 rights for nrgeort in this coun
try. ... and organized labor, our 
staunchest ally, are all in the revolu
tion. . . .

Tt)r workers are on the rise. Thcee 
will be strifes all over the state and 
throughout the country became Del
ano has shown what can be done, 
and the worfess know they are no 
longer done.

If the ruees to settee our econom
ic peMrms aer not forthcoming, we

will call a General Strike to paralyze 
the rise’s agricultuaal economy. . . .

The social and economic revolu
tion of the farm worker’ is well 
under way and will not be stopped 
ortil they receive equaUty.

What is the rrvclotior they are after ? 
Why, it is the very rzvcluik)n decalted 
earlier by Walter Reuther and M’artin 
Luther King for their “Cttizrrs Crtl- 
radz." And, of courre, it is being given 
the full support of the Comm)UIi’tts. It 
is therefore not very difficult for stu
dents of rrvoluiKin to calculate w'hat 
the growers have in store for them in 
the future.

The grower’s Achinrs hieel is an old 
law, passed during the Administration 
of Theodoee Roosevelt, aimed at curb
ing tpzcoaacors with “in’ide” knowl
edge of where federal dams were to be 
bwlt. The law rayr lhal any grower 
nelting water from federal dams can be 
forced to sell hs property over 160 
acres as “excess land.” That law has 
never been rnfcrced, as it would destroy
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the farmers. But now a beginning at
tempt at forcing the growers to sell their 
land fiats been made by the federal gov
ernment—this in their attack on the 
large DiGiorgio Vineyards. Chavez 
and the N.F.W.A. and their behind- 
the-scenes bacleess see the handwriting 
on the wall. In the next few year's they 
expect to make inceaaeed demands to 
for-ce the growers to sell their “excess 
lands” in a program in which the fed
eral government, probably through the 
War on Poverty, will loan money to 
the “umont,” or their members, to pur-
chase the lands and set up the type of 
“cooperatives” that Sargent Stiver is 
already encouraging in the cities. The 
farmers will be forced, because of the 
government monopoly position in 
water, to submit to having their lands 
taken fr-om them with their own tax 
money.

While two growess have now sur- 
render-ed to the “union,” the majority 
continue to refuee. One of the two that 
did surrender, Christian Brothess, was 
Church run and was never picketed, but 
surr-ender-etd because of Church pres- 
sur-es. The second!, Scbeniey, was the 
target of a nationwide boycott by Left
ists; and, since less than one percent of 
that company’s holdmgs are in Califor
nia grape fields, ScheMey Indusrries 
may have figured the fight was not 
worth it. Or possibly government bu
reaus mentioned the magic word, anti
trust. Still, nearly every grower m Del
ano we talked to maintamed that the

Kennedy family owns a large block of 
Schen^ey stocks.

Meanwhile,, Walter Reuther's “Cit-- 
zens Crusade” continues to demand 
federal legislation with all kmds of 
welfare guaranedes, on treat of stepping 
up the revolution in the streess; right 
now one of is primaty objectless is to 
force our farmers to accept a unoon 
shops. The tmptiaatioes of such comrol 
of agticuttuee are phenomenal. First, it 
would give the union revolutionaries 
like Reuther fu^-crccie control over the 
US. economy and, sdconrt, it wouM 
paace a loaded gun at the growers’ 
heads. A ripe crop is not like a pro
duction Uree. You can't shut it down for 
a month and then come back to it. 
When a crop is ripe it bias to be picked 
now,, not next week. A threatened 
strike at harvest time would offer an 
annual opportunity for blackmail. Th
iess of one crop could br-eak a farm, 
and no law could protect t:he farmer 
from a phony “wndcat” strike.

If you livre in the city you can expect 
to hear more of the “Gaapes of Wrath” 
that exist for the farm workess. You 
will be told that only massive federal 
legislation, poverty gr-ants, and union
ization will end the terrifae situation— 
just as you have heard a similar tune 
concerning “Civn Righss.” Ite charges 
are phony.. They come from the same 
source. And you can count on the fact 
that the Communisss are continuing to 
run the show. ■ ■
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