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San Gabriel, CaHf. 
June 17, 1968

I, Benjamin J. Herrick, make the following statement to 
James H. Stanton and C. Kenneth Arnold who have idennified 
themselves to me as SpecCal Agents of the Federal Bureau of In­
vestigation. I understand this staeement may be used in a 
court of law. '

I have discussed with my wife, Dona, the events sur­
rounding the visit of three men, all foreign appearing, to my 
gun shop, the Lock, Stock and Barrel, 8972 Huntington .Drive, 
San Gaariel, Califoiiil, about April:! 15, 1968. I now recall 
that three men entered the store and looked around. My atten 
toon was drawn to them because they were very interested in 
the handgun display. I drew the impression that they were 
foreign because of their interest in the display. I have ob­
served that other persons of foreggn nationality show unusual 
interest in gun displays, perhaps because such displays are 
unknown in their own counnries.

I did not osb^rve these three men unnil they were in the 
store. I did not see them arrive in a vehicle. I did see them 
when they approached my wife and asked her a question and she 
then turned to me for assistance. At this tmae one of them 
asked me if feJJ^Xhad any armor pgerenrg ammugtion in the store. 
I do carry such ammuntion which I sedl to law enforcement 
officers. After observing that these men were not law enforce­
ment officers I said that we did not have such ammnitiln in 
stock. The three men then left the s tore. I did not observe 
the men closely on this visit and I now only recall that they 
were short, dark and f<>Jeeiin>ll*'ngClf^!

On June 1, 1968, I was again working at my store. I don’t 
recall the time of the incident, but it was sometmme aft;er 
opting hour of 12:00 nun. I was taking to a customer about 
a shotgun. I do not recall the name of this customer, but he 
was interested in trap shooting and Ithink we were discussing 
a Browning over/under shotgun. During this conversati°n I was 
standing near my desk in the northwest corner of the store. 
Larry Arnot, one of my employees, was standing at the a^ngtg™ 
counter which is at the southwest corner of the store. I happened 
to glance lvei my shoulder and observed there were three short, 
dark, foreggn looknng persons talkng with him. From thegr 
appearance I thought they were the same three persons who had been 
in the store on the April 15th date inquiry ^bt the amr 
piereixg lmmnitiln. I observed these three persons from the 
rear only. I contoured my discussion with my customier and when , 
I finishcd the three men were gone.



I cannot give specific descriptions of the three men be- ' 
cause of the short period of tme I had to look at them. I 
beieeve they were ail males, in their early 20‘s, all about 
5'5" or 5'6" ( ail shorter than I at 5’8"), slender build, about 
130 lbs. I recall! that they all were very dark complected. One 
had kinky hair. The other two had curly hair. They were all 
wearing casual clothing, probably pants and sport shirts. None 
of them had glasses, tattooes or jewelry which I can reccd. 
None of them was carrying anything when they were in the store to 
the best of my recollection. I have the impression they were 
ail clean, neat and wed groomed.

I recall discussing the nationality of the three men*. I re­
member someone saying they were possibly Philipint. I commented 
that I did not think they were Philipp because they had curly 
hair and all PhLliJpitos have straight hair. I could not identify 
any of the three men as being from a middle east country.

I have observed photographs of Adel Sirhan, Shhrrit Sahara 
Sirhan, Saidadah Bishara Sirhan and Munir Sirhan and cannot 
identify any of them as being in the ^xe.

I cannot identify Sirhan Bishara Sirhan as one of the three 
.men in the store. I have seen his photograph in the papers and 
on TV and cannot now state that I am identify^ him fom being 
in my store or from seeing his picture in the news media.

t^w^
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* Wed radio station with country music. Ta-ta-ta, ta-ta-tm, Johnny 
Cash singing some morf! ballad)^ break into Johnny'S song to announce 

the arrival of the Kennedy funeral train into Washington DC. That's all- 

one line. Then an Old Gold Filter ad "Why smoke 'em if you can't t^te

’em? - Right Ed? Right Chaalie, and how' 'bott th°se stamps..." Now(says 

the overmodulated announcer) here's Ray Price singing DANNY BOY...! think 
this is Ray's best vocal effort so far. June 7th, 1968. Robert Kennedy 

was buried today. '.
I I didn’t want to write this article. I didn’t want to be part of ^ 

the huge yellow jotrnaaistic machine waxing mtor with each tradgedy. ’
I didn't want to be associated with Muyor Yorty and his magic mouth, or 
with.RhalXReagan's oppootuiistic remarks ^o^ oumde agitators and 
people who don't respect the lew. I didn't wwant to be part of the foock

es*of lieerary vtlturSwho excrete biography two Sweeks after the death of ' ' 

our murdered heros. I didn't want to bore a by-now-dry-eyed populace

with the residue of a thousand comments, editorials, and re-run television 
footage. But I'm wrifg it. . '

11 didn't -know Senator Kennedy, but I did know Sirhan. -I have no 

great insights to offer. No conspiracy to rocover. No sc^dal to ttoill 
you with.- so, why am I writing time I'm not quite sure, tat I Wink I 
want to say something about loneineess. I think I want toysomething 

about hypocrisy. ‘

■ [Iwet to school with Sirhan. We weren't fast rrennds, tat I remem­
ber him. We shared no classes, but he often sat at our table during
breaks. I sornethimes wen^to the service station.where he worked evenings; 

to scrounge cans of STP for my sickly car, and to mk with hm. He was

a little guy with the top button on his sJaa.rt undone so. the hair on his 
chest stuck out. He was frinndly.lSSw............................. Eager enough

for tccipitnci that he'd buy coffee for ivirybody at ti^ tabk. W^
not so much for accioaanie as to indication of a generous nitrae—I ton't

1220 fn-ioniate—wtthoui being mu^sh/. The only times he ^rtisei



• hits voice were the times the middle east situation was the topic of dis­

cussion.j He was -foom a refugee background and was, therefore, considered 
unfit company by the rest of the Arab students; most of whom were the 
offspring of monied middle-eastern establishment parentis. He dislieed
them for their smugness,* they'rejected’ him. In our group; there was no­
one who didn’t like Sirhan, but no one who lieed him well enough to be 

his friend. He asked a few girls for dates, but none accepted. "He’s 
a nice guy," they'd say when he was gone, "but Id feel so funny ifl

went out with him.” ^hey'd make a small face
all I knew about him. He thought Nasser was a

then, or laugh. That's / 
great man. He hated the ”

idea of Isreal—but not the Jew who sat at our table. Sirhan Sirhan.
He was tiny. He wanted very much to be lieed. He was lonely.

/ I cannot, umi a verdict is -reached, say that Sirhan is guilty of 
minder, but if he is guilty, then what? The Senator is dead but Isreal! " 

nationaissm its still with us. Arab .nationaissn is still with us. The 

Senator is dead but the things he would have fought against remain. The 

Senator is dead and we have cried for him, but where are our tears for ’ 
the twenty-four thousand kiHed in Viet Nam? were are our tears for the 

ten iillion hungry Americans? Why do we not stand in silence for the 
iffifite wrongs happening each day? We are a ration °C hypocrites.’ We 

like our heros when they are murdered and harmless. Senator Kennedy 

Ues beside his brother now, and he can’t take us away from our cretin 

lnttrtafmltnts—he can’t make us feel foolish by showing us how petty 
■wrikees are. He can’t make us think now, and we Ikke that. We Ikke 

our vkliams obvious. The mon obvious the viliaan, the better for us, ' 
for an obvious viliaan insures no blame for ourselves. •

;^ Blly Graham has assured us that Chhist will come to save us foom 

foom despair. We Ikke that, for the coming of Chhkst absolves us of 
our rlsponfSbbiity to^me'repair -the world we live in. There are those 

who blaml the Comauuists, and we lkke that too, for the Commmuists are 
t•Sli t'a^nead



will not blame ourselves* •
j The President has appointed a comitee to investigate the causesof 

vioennce in this country, and the comnittee has one year to discover these 

causes. Do’we need such a monument to fooiss'esss? ( Do we need a group 

of men to tell us that hatred can’t exist without loneliness? Do we we 

need a committee to tell us that vioennce can’t exist without hatred? DO 

we need them to inoorm us that vioeence can’t exist without hypocrisy? 
, /You,my hand-winging frennds, have cause the vio^nc^ by aioww'ng _ 

it t;o happen. You have caused .thn’VOoeinee by your sconce when any man , 

its hurt. You have caused the vioennce with your bigorty* You have caused

the vionince with your renioority. You have caused 'the vioennce with
your sophistiaaedd greed* You caused the vionince because you,don’t

care. , ’ ,
^How^many timmes have you said that the couir.y^Wiiln it has a few - 

faaws, is still .the best thing around? -^ga^gs®^^

How many trmes have you said that, yes, ideallm its all right, but we 

have to deal with practical s£ruatOins? How many Ures have you said 
you'd like to get involved, but gee, you just dont have tio tme? How 

many timns have you said that, wow, there's so much to do—so many problems 

to soive, that you don't know where to start, and if you did start you

couldn't do much good anyway?- How many trres have you heard these Wrings 

said? •
stanrrents, and ones similar, t;hat iiieed President

Knn^ndJr.. They iiieed Medgar Evers, they iiieed Maatin Luther King, they
put the civil rights workers in the muddy dike, they ki.leed Malcom X, they 
iiieed George Lincoln Rockweei, and they iiieed Senator Kennedy.

/Whatman you do? You can get off your ^11^1 ass and help change

' things. This is your country. This is your world. This is your respon-* 

sibilty* Is "help?ehanin things’’ a meaningless phrase? Th^. Wjat are 
you capable of? What are you doiLn^w-thjour capaablity? Examine what



.ct. think is valuable about your lie, examine what suc^ss you have achieved,

examine what you love and what you hate.' Is it valuable, your life? Is - 
your suC^SSs a truly valid suC^ss? Is it worth your love, and, more im­

portant, is it worth your hatred? . ■
I Ii you want tosSStregt to do someehing, ii you want to get involved; 

and Iffyou can’t think of what to do—call the magazine office. We have

a list of phone numbers. Orgaanzations, clubs, Federal help things, State 
and local help things, Political organization^whatever.. but do sommthing, 

please, we don’t have many herds'left. -
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| • CITY OF SANTA MONICA

ihter-departmeht memo
DATE: JUNE 0, 1969 .

T'O: • LT. H. TUCKER

FROM: SGT 17 TRIVES

. SUBJECT': INFORMATION ’ RR KENNEDY ASSASSINATION?

• . At approximately 8<WK this data, I was detail^ by
Lt. Sucker to thia Los Angelas Onixmational Airport:, 

. American Airlines, Craw Schedule Office, to contact
John S. Horgan, Crew Schedule Officer for American Air­
Haos, regarding possible infomation concerning the 
asse:s:Sinatonn of Robert Kennedy, that was allegedly

’ passed on to SHPD Detective nilinol on Thursday, 6-6-63,

.I contacted John Horgan, who related the foUw/ings
At approximately 7iWM this date, he received a telephone 
’call from o person who identified herself as Veronica Deems, 
Telephone 823-3584. Sho stated that a person by the name 

. of Tongara Corovich was aboard Americana Airlines Flight 14, 
J . - which was destined to Now York City, and that this person

' may have been connected with the Kennedy assassination,
Morgan stated the only additional physical description 
that he received was that the party was SENS tall. Doors 

• would not tell hm the sex and ’ IncHcd the party was -employed
by Ameican Airlbiss. Morgan mmi&ately checked the
passenger reservation list for that particular flight and 

, , was unable to locate the naze Corovich. He also checked
J . the crow list for that particular fight and was unable to 
V * locale the none Corwich. • ’

/ with this intimation, I called Lt~ tucker and advised hila 
,• " to get an address listing on the phone number, which care

back to Cecil St3rinngf of 139410 Tahiti Way, Apt,$217, 
' ' Marina Dal Roy, '

with this information, I attmpteid to contact the L»A.P,D, 
Intelligence Office and found that there was no one on duty, 
and then requested Honed;waiters; Detective a Division of the 

. Los Angulos Police Department,- At approximately 9H0PM, I
- contacted Dotectiw Burkl&dl who stated that ha would transfer - <

mo to Rampart Division Detectives, since they were handling '
, the Kennedy case. I talked with. Sgt, Rathburn and gave him - 
Hl the infomation that I had, and requested that ho go t°.a>

' the Tahiti Way address and inOzviw the inoomsant, sincd^ - 
. • tine was of the essence. . ’



D^E: JUNE 9, 1968

TO: IT. H« TUCKER

FROM: - SG?. H. TREVES

PAGE-2

Sgt. Rahb^n and Deectlw Philips want iimaMataly to.the' 
Tah^V^Of addr^0* In the mnm»f Supoxlntendant of dis— patch for American Mrlnes, Jack Overstreet had contacted .
Kennedy Airport and advised the Superintendent of Despatch 
for American Airlines, of what was going on., Mr. Overstreet 
advised egg that the New York Poet Authority and the FDX would

■ be standing by for addtlonal-Inormatitn..- ■
While waiting in the Dispatch office for a reply from Sgt.Rah- 
burn, Superintendent ovestreet and X wore .having a conversation ' 
as to how t;o Identify the person Corovich if her names was not 
on any roster. X suggested that if she were Wmlng under an 
assumed name and that if her true name was Tamura Corovich then ",
pays© she would respond to a pago given in her trus name. Mr. 
Cveestroet Lrnmadaaely. called New York and suggested the same 

j _ and approximately''ten mnutes later he advised no that Corovich
was being drtainled~by the P?X, after havingJ:§spondedJoJhr—

• page... X Immediately relayed this InfomaUon to the Rees?art 
Detectives, Detective Cull'm and advised him to pass it on to 
Sot. Eathburn, ■

Prior to leaving the American Armes Dispatch office, I adviced 
Superintendent Overstreet that any additional inoomation received 
fron New York should be passed on immediately to the Los Angles 
Polica Deparmen-R&asaar Division, Detective Sgt. Rathburn 
(624-5221, Ext. 4076). ,

I pro<eeadcd to the Tahiti address whore I was to meet Defective 
R. Taylor' and inervlow Veronica. Deens regarding her contact 
with the Santa Monica PoHco Department (Detective UHiIgI).
Upon our arrival at Apt. 0217, Taylor and X found LAPD Detectives 
S9?. Ra^rn and Philips were already iatoviewvng Dooms. Wo 
called Sgt. Rathburm out into {hie hall and told him that the PEI 
was detaining Corovlch in New York, and asked him if we might 
briefly talk to Doens regarding how she got the name of DnuHlaicl.
X intcvviwt^d Veronam Deens who stated that she had been employed 
at the Hiramar Boutigne Shop and that there had been a thaft report 
filled (DR Number unknown , and‘that her boos had spoken highly of 
Detective RJasl whost she had contacted regarding the thomt so 
she thought Hiaicl since he. was an Arab would be the man Jo

. conta.ck..,withthis -Information.. She asked no if he was an Arab,
and X stated X was not fan.lilr with his ethnic background. ..v '

I

—2—
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She stated she had called Detective Hiiaicl last Thursday and 
reposted this information to him and ho said that he would 
Investigate it and he would call her back.

.At 12*28&L 6-10-68, Detective Sgt. Rathburn called 100 and stated 
that they had completed the interview with Veronica Doens and had

, cone to the conclusion that this information had no bearing on the 
Kennedy assassination.
Just shortly before that;, ..De&ctve Camm called no and stated 
that Veronica Deens had found the name Tamara Corovichi in her 
boyfriends shirt pocket and he fot that this was the basis for 
Uie alleged comlaxnt.
It was the combined opinion oZ the Los Angeles Police Department 
Datectivos that the informant in this matter was possibly paycho, 
and they felt that: our Detectives had probably drawn the sano • 
conclusion. '

v

CCt Chief S.- Reinhold
Asst, Odef G. Constable 

, Lt. H. Tucker 
. ’Captain II. Askew
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L

used

Witnesses Are Called

and latter at the,three floO

ns

or

Ramis, were excused,

ZHEJmTHE

sheriff's officers could

ForadilitiuiltllTOs Angelis stories-'- 
on Sen. Kennedy, see Page 1, Part 3.

new kind of deodorant soap

Perhaps cleaner than you’ve; ever felt before

cleaner

Partly cloudy with sunny after­
noon today. Fair Sunday. High to­
day and Sunday, near 72. Low Sun­
day, near 59. High Friday, 66; low, 60.

Complete weather information on 
Page 16, Part 1.

The County Grand Jury also 
accused title slight, wiry Jordanian 
of assaulting, with a deadly weapon 
and with intent t,o committ murder, 
five other persons wounded during a. 

1shooting spree early Wednesday at 
the Ambassador.
| Friday^ extraordmary<-p,oce«di- 
■ngs t,ook mne hours. «2 OS^^- 
I They started at 9:30 a2.2WgUo,

evidence presented and has voted to 
return an indictment against Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan, charging him in one 
count with the murder of Robert F. 
Kennedy . . ."
. Then came the arraigomrnt-Vela, 
ironically, in a church, as the 

,remains of Robert F. Kennedy lay in 
state in another house of worship in 
New York City. The jail chapel was

- They included vyewitVSrvs‘s-to4hv. 
erime, pohee offCrers, ambiance 
‘drivers and at,tendclltis. ।

Becauee they were in New York to 
attend Sen. Krloredy's funeral, Ra- 
fer Johnson, former Olympcc cham­
pion, and Roosevelt Grier, mam­
moth tacMe for the Los Angeter

°r the pure joy of feeling cleaner
Corporation Ltd. Lakewoodt, CallO<xnia. Made in U.S.A

iusv of body odor. 
feel refreshlngly 
fou’ll stay that way

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, 24, waM... 
mdctted Friday on a charge of murrT, 
dering Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and 2 ; 
then was arraigned in a County Jail 22 
chapel amid probably the greatest I 
security precautions ever taken I 
for a court proceeding in ths coun- /

meintem close security impcssiNe 
in a regular courtroom.

At the rod of the proceedings, at 
16:30 p.m., a court order was made 
restricting comment by any public 
official or person cooorctrd with the 
‘ case.

Throughout the long day, security 
appeared to be the primary con­
sideration.

Newsmen covering the grand jury 
healing were required to identify 
themselves, and wilnesses were 
provdded escorts both to and from 
the investigative panel's chambers 
on the Hall of Justice's fifth fleer.

But that wasjst-thv■rtJV»oonng.

"grand jury," Hai<dForeiaan- 
MicKee. "has Tr!Vrewrdl the

toons plvvaired when the indictment 
was r•rtu^FVd-befOrr Superior Judge 

.Arthur LIAlarconfin his courtroom

ime 
use

hour after 
For th:

hour.
pure joy of feel

I $ Central CouO< Jail, where every 
Ise Jperson roterolg the third-fleor chap- 
Ito Xel was rvarched for weapons—in- 
Ia-Vtludmg Judge Alarcon.- w^1 
Im Dep. DisUAttysL. John EHDoward 
I and Morio{FukuO!}callrd(22 winees- 
LdJ5 ses to test-ytr-lOrVhhv.gr*oll jury.

and the c
You’ll 

clean and

aU aboutJ^ Roman Catholic 
ith Dermadane-9 is a new kind of deodor­

ant soap.
It’s specially -otmlulat:rd for deep pore clraOlOg. 

Sing’s rikh deodorizlng LUmr plunires deep deep 
into evert pore to gently t•rmovr clogging l•ri|dur

loth Bot hrofrttFmreptirted 
Ling ./the capture of Sirhan moi 
ricy . please Turn to Pag 
L.Lw^ /f^.

rummoning of the first of 
1 wilnesses be-orr the,Couoty^-Gil 
Jury in the Hall o/justiee.V,,, 

Then, late in thrSfivloaO^, 
lowed the fOrmMlJodictmeotrS*

PoliceTClam
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QUITE a sight when Jack 
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THERE are 40.000 mus­
cles in an elephant’s trunk. 
We don t have any trunks 
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geous jewelry boxes at Red- 

I wrood Shop and Far GaSt 
Traders.
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