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San Gabriel, Calif,
June 17, 1968

I, Benjamin J. Herrick, make the following statement to
James H. Stanton and C, Xenneth Apnold who have identifiecd
themselves to me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation. I understand this statement may be used in a
court of law.

I have discussed with my wife, Dona, the events sur-
rounding the visit of three men, all foreign appearing, to ny
gun shop, the Lock, Stock and Barrel, 8972 Huntington Drive,
San Gabriel, California, about April 15, 1968. I now recall
that three men entered the store and looked around. My atten
tion was drawn to them because they were very interested in
the handgun display. I drew the impression that they were
foreign because of their interest in the display. I have ob-
served that other persons of foreign nationality show unusual
interest in gun displays, perhaps because such displays are
unknown in their own countries.

I daid not osberve these three men until they were -in the
store. I did not see them arrive in a vehicle, I did see thenm
when they approached my wife and asked her a question and she
then turned to for assistance. At this time one of thenm
asked me if ssXhad any armor plercing ammunition in the store.
I do carry such armunition which I sedl to law enforcement
officers. After observing that these men were not law enforce-
ment officers I said that we did not have such ammunition in
stock. Thne three men then left the s tore. I did not observe
the men closely on this visit and I now only recall that they
were short, dark and _foreignLooK/NG-,w

On June 1, 1968, I was again working at my store., I don't
recall the time of the incident, but it was sometime after
opening hour of 12:00 noon. I was talking to a customer about
a shotgun. I do not recall the name of this customer, but he
was interested in trap shooting and I think we were discussing
a Browning over/under shotgun. During this conversation I was
standing near my desk in the northwest corner of the store.
Larry Arnot, one of my employees, was standing at the ammunition
counter which is at the southwest copner of the store. I happened
to glance over my shoulder and observed there were three short,
dark, foreign looking persons talking with him. From their
appearance I thought they were the same three persons who had been
in the store on the .April 15th date inguiring abotit the armor
piercing amrmunition. I observed these three persons from the
rear only. I continued my discussion with my customer and when
I finished the three men were gone.
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I cannot give specific descriptions of the three men be- °
cause of the short period of time I had to look at them. I
believe they were all males, in their early 20's, all about
sigt on 5161 (a1l shorter than I at 5'8"), slender build, about
130 lbs. I recall that they all were very dark complected. One
had kinky hair. The other two had curly hair. They were all '
wearing casual clothing, probably pants and short shirts. None
of them had glasses, tattooes or jewelry which I can recall.
None of them was carrying anything when they were in the store to
the best of ny recollection. T have the impression they were
all clean, neat and well groomed.

I rocall discussing the nationality of the three men. I re-
member someone saying they were possibly Philipino. I commented
that 1 did not think they were Philipino because they had curly
hair and all Pnilipinos have straight hair. I could not identify
any of the three men as being from a middle east country.

I have observed photographs of Adel Sirhan, Shari€ Bishara
Sirhan, Saidallah Bishara Sirhan and Munir Sirhan and cannot
identify any of them as being in the store.

I cannot identify Sirhan Bishara Sirhan as one of the three
men in the store. I have seen his photograph in the papers and
on TV and cannot now state that I am identifying him from being
in my store or from seeing his picture in the news media.
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An o e

ierd radlo station thh country music. Ta-ta-ta, ta-ta-tum, Johnny

Cash sin?ing some mornful‘ballggzag break into Johﬁnﬁ% song to announce
the arribgl of the Kennedy funeral train into Washington DC. That's al}--
one line. Then an 01d Go}d Eiiter ad "Why smoke 'em if you can't taste
tem? - Right Bd? Right Charlie, and how ‘bout those stamps..." Now(says'[
the overmodulated announcer)»here's Ray Price singing DANNY BOY...I think
th%s is Ray's best vocal effort so f4r. June 7th, 1965. Robert Kennedy
‘'was buried today. ) |

(E—gégg}t want to write this'article; 1 aidn't want to be part of £Eo.
the huge yellow journalistic ma;hine waxing fatter with’each tradgedy.
I didn’t want +to be associated with Mayor Yorty and his magic mouth, or
thh Ronai{heagan' opportunistic remarks about outﬁlde agitators and
people who don't respect the law. I didn't want to be part of the flock

es -
of literary wvulturgs who excrete biography twoﬂgaeeks after the death of °

our murdered heros. I didn't want to bore a by-now-dry-eyed populace
with the residue of a thousand comments, editorials, and re-run television
footagg. But I'm writing it. | _ x

ZI didn't know Senator Kegnedy, but I did!know Sirhan. *I have no
great insights to offer. No cénspiracy té uncover. No scand2l to thrill
you with,. So, why am X wrlt;ng t}{ﬁ? I'm not quite sure, but I think I
want to say something about loneliness. I think I want t\‘f'"c;met:mno
about hypocrisys |

szyggp to school with Sirhan. We weren't fast friends, but I remem~
ber him. We shared no clésses, but he often sat at our table during
breaks. I sometﬁamesmuﬁﬂ#o the servxce station where he worked evenings;
to scrounge cans of SIP for my sickly car, and to talk with him. He was
a little guy with the top button on nhis shirt undone so the hair on his
chest stuck out. He was friend1y;é;E;gggg;;;;;;;gggg%ggggwﬁager enough
for accentance that hel'd buy coffee for everybody at the table. Maybe

not so much for acceptance as kbosindieabianeof a generous nature--I don't

. P YA oy n-n‘]--xnia"! ndim ved E A hatyrnneoe cehvy., 'Iﬁfle bimes he I‘aised
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: hls voice were the times the %idale east situation was the topic of dis-

“orh R S

cussxonu He was from a refugee background and was, therefore, considered
unfit cﬁmpany by the rest of the Arab students; most of whom were the
of{spring of monied middle-eas%ern establishment parents. IHe disliked
then for their smugnessy they: rejected hlm. In our group; there was no-~
one who dldn't 11ke Slrnan, but no one who liked him well enough to be
his friend. He asked a few girls for dates, but none accepted. I'He's
a nice guy;"'they‘d say wgen he was gone, nput Y'd feel so funny if X
went out with him." ﬁ%?ey'd mé?g a small face then, or laugh. That's
all I knew about him. He thought Nasser was a great man. Xe hated the "~
idea of Isreal--but not the Jew who sa£ at our table. Sirhan Sirhan.
He was tiny. He wanted very much to be liked. He was lonely.
(if,fiﬁﬁot’ until a verdict is reached, say thatxsirhan is guilty of
murder, but if he is guilty, then what? The Senéto? is dead but Isreali
nationalism is still with ﬁs. Afab‘nationglism is still with us. The
Senator is dead but the things he would have fought against remain. Thé
Senator is dead and we have cried for him, but wherg are our tears for
the twenty-four thousand kllled in Viet Nanm? %?;e are our %ears for the
ten million hungry Americans? Way do we not stand in silence for the
infinite wrongs happening each daxf We are a‘nat;Qn of hypocrites. 'we
like our heros when they are muraered’and harmless. Senator Kennedy
lies beside his brother now, and he can't take us away from our cretin
entertalnments-—he can't make us feel foolish by showing us how petty
Q‘iaea.aé/.'tives are. He can't make us think now, and we like that. We like
our villians obvious. The more obvious the villian, the better‘for us,
for an obvious villian insures no blame for ourselves.
{”jﬁﬁgy Graham has assured us that Christ will come to save ug fron
from despair. 'We like that, for the coming of Christ absolves us of
our reéponsibility torgg\}epair~the‘worlq we live in. There are those

who blame the Communists, apgds sexikeothat too, for the Communists are

Flhary Fademdad erd El Arsyr oS ey er WA 29937 MNYAarmes arerdhitever arAd anverAanvs Foasds v
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wili noﬁ‘eiame ourselves. |

2 TheAPresident has appointed a commitee to investigate the causesof )
V1olence in this country, and the committee has one year to discover these

.

causes. Do we need such a monument to fooln.shness‘> Do we need a group
of men to tell us that hatred can't exist without loneliness? Do we we
need a committee to tell us that violence can't exist without hatred? Do
' we need them to inform us that vlolence can't exist without hypocrisy?

( Xou, ny hand-wringing friends, have‘cause the violence by allowing .
if to happen. You @ave cansed;tﬁe»violence by your silence when any ma@
is hurt.. You have caused the violence with your‘bigorty. You have caused
the violence with your mediocrity. ¥You have caused the violence with
your sophisticated greed. You caused the violence because you dontt
care, |

( How many tlmes have you said that the iff/ffg},whlle it has a few -

flaws, is still .the best thing around? ﬂ@@%@gﬁﬂﬁm$€:§§§g?ﬁ\

- ‘
|

How many times have you said that, yes, jdealism is all right, but we
havé to deal with practical s@tuatiens? How many times have you -said
you‘d‘like te get involved, but gee, you just don't ﬁeve the tige? How
many tines have you said tﬁat, wow, there's so much to do-~so many problems
to solve, ‘that you don't know where to étaft, and if you did start you
ceuldn't do much good anyway?- How many times have you heard these things
said? | .

Lifiggyzaesestatements, and ones similar, that killed President
Kennedy.. They killed Medgar Evers, they ﬁilled Martin Luther King, they
put the civil rights workers in the muddy dike, they killed Malcom X, they
killed George LGcoln Rockwell, and they killed Senator Kennedy.

{ What can you do? You can get of £ your %ffa-fed ass and help change
tﬁings. This is your count:y. This is your world. This is your respon—
sibilty. 1Is nhelphéhange things" a meaninglees phrase? Think. What are
you capable of? What are y%é”ﬁaiﬁgﬂﬁigﬁfx§gf capability? Exemine what
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e thlnk 1s valuable about your life, examine what sué%gs you have achieved,

examine what you love and what you hate.’ Is—;t valuable, your 1ife? Is -~
your suq%’s a truly valzd suéess? Is it worth your love, and, more im-
portant, is ik worth your hgtred?

(~Ef‘z33_2gnt tres¥ezt to do something, if you want to get involved;
and Iffyou can't think of what to do--céllﬁthe rnagazine office. We have
a 1ist of phone numbers. Organizations, clubs, Federal help %hinvs; State --

’and local help things, Political organizatloﬁ?;whatever.. but do somethlng,

please, we don*t have many heros lelt, 4 .
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DATE:
TO:

FROM:
.SUBJECT:
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\ CITY OF SANTA MONICA
: INTER-DEPARTMENT MEMO

JUNR 2, 1368 ,

L% He TUCHER | R
502, e TRIVES

IHFORMATION RE RENRZDY ASSASSTEATION

it gpproximatoly 452500 this Jdato, ¥ wan cotailed by
Lt. Yuckor to the Loa angsles Intemnational Alxport,
amprican ddrlipes, Crew Sohcdulo offlce, Lo contach
John £. Horgan, Crow Schadulc Offiqcoy for Arovican Ale-
inog, reqgoydiag posclble information concarning the
assassination of Roberdk Honnedy, thet wos allogedly

‘passed on ko SHPD Dutoctive Hillool on Thursday, 6~6~63.

X contacted John Howvgan whe yolated the following:
A% approsimatoly 7:409H thiy dato, he recgivsd a tolophond

Teall fxoms o porson who idontificd hersolf as Vexonics Deons,

Telophone 823-3584. Shoe stated that & porson by the nane

of Tarava Coxovich wag abonyd american Ariinaen FLicht §4,

-which waz degstined to New York City, and that this parsen

may have baen connested with the ¥sonedy agsgassination.
Yorgan stated the only additional physical descxipbion

that ho received vas that the party was S°€%* tall. Doors
would not tell hin the smeor and fwplied tho party waz cwployed
by Aroriesn Mlriings. Moygun lomodiatoly chockad the
nassengoy regexvation JIist for that particular £ilight snd
was unsble to locate the aove Corovich. He also chacked

e crow list for thak porticilar £light and was unable to

- locate the naee Corovich.

With this information, T called Li. Yuckaer sad adviged hin
Lo got mn address listing on the phone nuxber, which came
back to Cocll Sterling, of 13340 Tahitl Uay, apt.f217,
Harina Rel Poy.

viith bhis information, ¥ attempted to contact the L.AWP.D.
Intelligence Office ansl Lfound that thers wag no one on duky,
aml then roguesied Headquartors Doteciivoe s Division of the
Jas hngelas Follce Depaxtzent. s At appronimately 9:40PM, X

. eontacted Daboactiva Burklond vho stated that ho would cransfor

ms Lo Rompart Division hatectivaes, since they wore handiing

. tho Xennedy case. I talkad with Sot. Rathburas and gave him

ail the informution that I had, and requested that ha go to ., -
the Tzhiti Vay addrons and inbervieu the informant, sineg™ -
-tine vas of the essenco. . . )
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701 WP, M. TUCKBR o o

PROMs - £GP, H. TRIVES - "

Sgt. Rathburn ond Dotectiva Phillips vant iumadisztely to.the-
Tahiti oy addvess. In the meantime, Suporintendont of dige

patceh for hworican Aizliacs, Jock Gverstreet had contacted ~
ennedy Alrport and advized the Superintendent of Dispakch

for Anerican Airlines, of what wam going on. . lr. Oversireot
advisad moe that the Maw York Port Authority and the PBI would

be standing by for additicnnl information. o - )

thile walting &n the Dispavch 0ECico for o roply Crom Sgi.Rath-
buxn, Superintendent Ovarstzect and I wers having o conversaticn
as to nov to identify tha porson Corvevich if her none was not
Cn any rostayr. I suggestod that iF she wers travoling under zn
argumed name and that i€ hey true nane vas Tamara Corovich thon
nayze she would raspond to & page given in hor $rus name. e
Cverstreet Luzadiataly. called ¥ow York and svggasted the samz
‘wnd approxinatelyten nivutns laber he aftized me thah Corovich
was beoing detalned by tho PRI, afior having reshonded to the
page.. I immediately relayed thiz infornation to the Bampart
Dotsetives, Detective Cullum, and advisad hin to pass it on 4o
Sgte. Rothburn, )

-

Prioy to leaving the Imorican pirlines bispateh 0ffice, I advized
Bepopintendent Overstreaet that any . additicnal information zeceived
£yom Hew York should be poessod on ifmmediately to the lLes Angeles
Rolice Departnent-Raspart Division, Dotective Sgt. Rathburn

&

{624-822%, #xt, 4076).

I proceedss to the Tahlitd sddvess whoro I was to mesct Detective

e Teylor” nd integvicw Voronica, Baens reqgarding hor conkact

with tho Santa Monica Policd Depaxtmont {Detective Hilajeld.

Upon ouy arxival at hApt. {217, Taylor and X £ound LAPD Dokactivesn

Sgt. Rathburn and Thiliips wore already intervieving Deomz. o
carlad Sgte Rethburn out inde the hall and €old hiwm that the PRZ

vas detoining Corovich ip MHow York, and asked him 1¢ we night )

briefly talk to Deems rvegarding hov she got the name of Dot.Hilaiel,

/‘ . 2
X intervieued Verxonian Deens vho stated that she had boen exployed
ot the Mivawmay Poutique Shop wnd that there hxd been a thaft repoxt
Lilad (DI ¥umber unknown), and 'that hor boss had spoken highly of

- Detective BHilaiel vhom she had contasted regarding the thofs, so-
che thdought hilziel since he.was an Arab would be the man_to |

. contact with this dnforzation., She asked me if he was an Arvab,
and ¥ stated I was not fanmiliar vith nis othnle background. . s

A ]
: B . - ’
i

- “2.'
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DATE:  JIB 9, 1968 PAGE - 3
©D;: 7. 1, TUCKER

PROM:  GC%. N. TRIVES

She stated che had c2lled Dotockive Riladsl last Thursday and
reported thisg information to him and ho zald that he would
invastigata it and he weuld call hoy bacik.

LA 32:20A1, $5+30-68, -Detective Sgk. -Rathburn. ¢alled us and shated

that they had coxplated the inteorvicw with Verenicea Daons and had

coma o the conclusion that this information had no beaving on the

Ronnedy asgassination.

Jush shsxti; befora that,. Botective Cullunm called me and stated
that VYercnica beoms had found the name Tamara Corsvich in her
boyfriend's shirt pociet and he folt ehat this a3 the bagis for
the allsged eamplaznt. L

it was the cambxﬁaﬁ opinion of the iva ﬁnrelea police B*ya";ment
Datzctives that ¢the Anformant in this ﬂ&tt@$ was possibly paycho,
and they £alt that enr ﬁatev&ivar had probably drawn tho sano .
conclusion.

CC: Chiof B. Rainhold

Angt, Chisf ¢, Constazbla

_Lto H. Tockey -
Captain H. aAshew " -
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